《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Matthew》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Generation; a record of the persons from whom, as a man, Jesus Christ descended. Records like this, and that in the third chapter of Luke, were carefully kept by the Jews, and showed that Jesus Christ was of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Judah, and of the family of David, according to the predictions of the prophets and the promises of God in the Old Testament; and thus they exhibit evidence that he is the true Messiah, the Saviour of men. 

Verse 8
Jordan begat Ozias; between Joram and Ozias-the Uzziah of the Hebrew-three kings are omitted, namesly, Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah. See note of Matthew 1:17. 

Verse 11
Josias begat Jechonias; here Eliakim, son of Josiah and father of Jechonias, is omitted. See note on Matthew 1:17. 

Verse 16
Christ; the meaning of the word Christ is, Anointed. Persons who were set apart and consecrated to a public office under the Old Testament were, in many cases, anointed with oil, in token of their being endued by the Holy Spirit to fit them for their duties. So Christ having been appointed and consecrated of the Father to the office of Redeemer, is called in Hebrew, the original language of the Old Testament, the Messiah; in Greek, the original language of the New Testament, the Christ; and in English, the Anointed; all meaning the same thing: one set apart of God to the office of Redeemer, and divinely qualified for its fulfilment.

Verse 17
Fourteen generations; the equality of the numbers-fourteen generations thrice repeated-is made out by certain omissions. See notes on Matthew 1:8; Matthew 1:11. This squaring of numbers in the construction of genealogical tables seems to have been a common expedient for the assistance of the memory. In determining, however, the names to be omitted, the framers of these tables were doubtless guided by particular reasons. Thus some suppose that the three kings, Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah, were left out of the Jewish tables on account of their connection, through Athaliah, with the accursed house of Ahab. 

Verse 18
On this wise; after this manner. 

Espoused to Joseph; engaged to be married to him. 

Before; before they were actually married. 

Of the Holy Ghost; the conception of Jesus Christ was miraculous, and effected by the power of God, according to his declaration, "A body hast thou prepared me." Hebrews 10:5. Though the fulfilment of the promises of God may be long delayed, in due time they will be accomplished. Implicit faith in God’s word, and patient waiting for its fulfilment, are wise; for though heaven and earth pass away, his word will not pass away. 

Verse 19
A public example; not willing to have her punished according to the law. Deuteronomy 22:21 Put her away privily, by writing a bill of divorcement, according to Deuteronomy 24:1. 

Verse 20
Son; descendant of David. Kindness, conscientiousness, and a disposition to do right, with a calm, attentive consideration of the whole subject, in a case of difficulty, are a good preparation for learning the will of God concerning it. 

Verse 21
Jesus; Jesus is the same name as Joshua, or, as it is written by some of the later Hebrew writers, Jeshua. It signifies the salvation of Jehovah. 

Save; deliver from the pollution, power, guilt, condemnation, and punishment of sin. 

Verse 22
Fulfilled; the birth of Jesus was in fulfilment of a promise of God, by the prophet Isaiah, uttered more than seven hundred years before. Isaiah 7:14. God in the Old Testament spoke by his prophets, and what they then uttered was the testimony of God. So when they wrote what he directed them, it was the testimony of God; hence, their writings are called by the Holy Ghost, "the oracles of God." Romans 3:2 1 Peter 1:2 

Verse 23
Emmanuel; a proper title for Jesus Christ, because he was God as well as man, and dwelt among the sons of men. 

Verse 24
To follow the directions of God is safe, useful, and blessed. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Of Judea; to distinguish it from another Bethlehem, in Galilee. 

Herod; this Herod was an Edomite. He had been proselyted to the Jewish religion, but was a very deceitful, wicked, and cruel man. Friends of the Saviour are sometimes found where we should least expect them. 

Verse 2
Born King of the Jews; there was at this time, as we learn from heathen writers, a general expectation throughout the east, that one would be born in Judea who should possess universal dominion. Among the Gentiles, this expectation was probably founded on some imperfect acquaintance with the prophecies of the Old Testament. 

In the east; in their own country, which lay east of Judea. The nature of this star we have no means of determining. It is sufficient for us to know that God in some way made known to these Magi its meaning, and influenced them to take this journey, to find and pay their homage to the new-born King. 

Verse 3
Troubled; Herod feared a rival, and his trouble caused the people to be troubled. 

Verse 4
Chief priests; the principal ministers of religion among the Jews at that time. 

Scribes; writers and expounders of the divine law. 

Verse 5
The prophet; Micah 5:2. Matthew does not quote the exact words of the prophet Micah, but the sense. 

Verse 8
Deception and hypocrisy are often united with great cruelty, and end in misery. 

Verse 9
Went before them; in their journey from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. 

Stood over where the young child was; so that they were guided by it to the exact spot. 

Verse 13
Those who conscientiously follow the light which they have, will receive, in the use of proper means, all the light they need. 

Verse 15
Out of Egypt have I called my Son; originally spoken by the prophet Hosea 11:1; of the Israelitish nation as God’s Son. But it was the appointment of God that in this, as in so many other things, the history of Christ’s body the church should foreshadow his own personal history. 

Verse 16
Had diligently inquired; Herod, supposing that the time of the appearance of the star, which he had accurately learned from the Magi, must agree with the age of Jesus, determined to destroy all the children in Bethlehem whose age could possibly come within that of the young child whose life he sought. The efforts of men to prevent the fulfilment of the word of God are unavailing. 

Verse 17
Fulfilled; the scene in Judea was like that depicted by the prophet, Jeremiah 31:15, so that his words most fitly describe it. 

Verse 18
In Rama; north of Jerusalem, in the tribe of Benjamin, of which tribe Rachel was the mother. There is probably an allusion to Rachel’s sepulchre, near to Bethlehem, where she is poetically represented as weeping for her slain children. Children as well as parents are exposed to sudden and unexpected death; therefore no present duty should be put off to a future time. 

Verse 23
Nazareth; a place very much despised. 

Nazarene; one exceedingly despised, as the prophets foretold that Jesus Christ would be. Isaiah 53:2-3. The fulfilment of prophecy in the person of Christ proves him to be the true Messiah. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Baptist; the baptizer, a title given to John because he baptized. 

The wilderness of Judea; bordering on the Jordan and the Dead sea. It was a rough and thinly settled region, occupied chiefly as a place for pasturage. 

Verse 2
Repent; repentance is a change of mind with regard to sin, especially as committed against God, which leads a person to hate, confess, and forsake it. 

Kingdom of heaven; the Messiah’s reign as predicted by the prophets, or the sway of Christ’s gospel and dispensation over the hearts, lives, and destinies of men, both in this world and in the next. This kingdom is spoken of in the Scriptures variously, in reference to its several aspects: first, in this world, as affecting the individual disciple in whose heart it is set up, as affecting the churches whom it gathers, and as influencing human society generally, even when not brought into the Christian church; and next, as extending from this world, through the judgment day, when it will be universally acknowledged, into the heavenly world, where it will reach its crowning glory. John the Baptist was its herald. Christ, after his resurrection and just before his ascension, declared his induction into it. Matthew 28:18. The millennium and the judgment are stages in its continuous progress; and the consummation of the mediatorial kingdom is described. 1 Corinthians 15:24; 1 Corinthians 15:28. Some texts in which the phrase is used refer mainly to one stage, and others to another, of its onward course. Men must hate and forsake their sins in order to be prepared for the kingdom of God. Proverbs 28:13. 

Verse 3
Of the Lord; in the original it is, "Prepare ye the way of Jehovah." Isaiah 40:3. Christ was coming: "Make straight in the desert a highway for our God." Whenever the word Lord in the Old Testament is printed in capitals in our common English Bible, it is Jehovah in the original Hebrew; and the application by the Holy Spirit of what is said of Jehovah in the Old Testament to Jesus Christ in the New, is evidence that he is God. Malachi 3:1; John 1:1 

Verse 5
All Judea; people from all parts of the country. 

Verse 6
Confessing their sins; the baptism of John was adapted to impress the minds of the people with a conviction of their pollution by sin, and of the necessity, through repentance, of spiritual cleansing by the Holy Ghost, in order to a right reception of the coming Saviour. 

Verse 7
Pharisees; a sect among the Jews who were very strict in their outward forms of religion, but were inwardly corrupt, proud, and hypocritical. 

Sadducees; they denied a resurrection and the existence of angels and spirits, and generally were sceptical, and loose in their habits. 

Vipers; men who were malignant and bitter in their opposition to the character and will of Christ. 

Verse 8
Fruits; show the reality of your repentance by forsaking your sins and obeying the commands of God. In order that repentance may be shown to be sincere, it must produce good works. 

Verse 9
Think not; depend not on the piety of your ancestors, but become pious yourselves. Piety is not hereditary, and none can safely depend on the goodness of others; but in order to be saved, each one must become pious himself. 

Verse 10
Hewn down; those who continue to neglect known duty will be destroyed. 

Verse 11
He; Jesus Christ. 

Not worthy; though among all who were born of women none were greater in condition and honor than John. Matthew 11:11, yet so much greater was Jesus Christ, even in his deepest humiliation, that John was not worthy to untie, or carry his shoe. 

Holy Ghost; by his Spirit he will purify all who believe in him, as gold is purified by the fire. The greatest and most honorable among men are so much less honorable than the Lord Jesus Christ, that they are not worthy to perform for him the most lowly service. 

Verse 12
Wheat; the good. 

Chaff; the bad. He will make an endless separation between the righteous and the wicked. Matthew 25:46. A knowledge of this should lead all to break off their sins by righteousness, and their iniquities by turning unto the Lord. 

Verse 14
I have need to be baptized of thee; John, being a sinner, needed that spiritual renovation, the necessity and practicability of which were taught by baptism; but Jesus Christ being perfectly holy, did not need it. John therefore did not know why he should come to him to be baptized. But Christ showed him that under the circumstances in which they were placed, it was proper. Then John baptized him. 

Verse 15
To fulfil all righteousness; all the requirements of God. Since Christ had taken upon himself the nature of sinful men, and put himself in their stead, it was proper that he should submit himself to every ordinance of God’s appointment. 

Verse 16
Lighting upon him; in token of his being endowed with the Holy Spirit for his work. Compare John 3:34. vs Matthew 3:16-17. At the opening of the Saviour’s ministry we have a manifestation of the Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, all cooperating in the great work of man’s salvation. 

Verse 17
A voice; the voice of God the father, acknowledging Christ as his beloved Son, and expressing his approbation of his character, office, and work. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
The Spirit; the Holy Spirit. 

To be tempted of the devil; as were our first parents in Eden, and as are all their children. Christ must qualify himself for his office of Redeemer by successfully withstanding that temptation under which Adam and his children fell. See note on chap. Matthew 3:15. At the same time he gave an example of the way to resist temptation, to baffle the tempter, and to overcome when tempted. God often leads his servants into great trials preparatory to the discharge of great and momentous duties. 

Verse 3
Tempter; Satan, the adversary of God and man, who solicits to evil, and suggests motives to induce men to commit it. 

Verse 4
It is written; Deuteronomy 8:3. 

By every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God; every appointment of God for this purpose. Matthew does not here quote the exact words, but the sense. 

Verse 5
Those who wrongly quote the Bible, and thus pervert its meaning, imitate the devil. 

Verse 6
If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down; Satan would have Jesus tempt God by a needless exposure of his life. 

It is written; Psalms 91:11-12. The phrase, "in all thy ways," which is in the text quoted, meaning in the path of duty, Satan omitted, as if God would preserve a person from harm when out of the path of duty. This was a gross perversion of Scripture. 

Verse 7
It is written; Deuteronomy 6:16. 

Thou shalt not tempt the Lord; try his power, truth, and faithfulness in opposition to his revealed will. 

Verse 10
It is written; Deuteronomy 6:13. 

Verse 11
If we steadfastly resist his temptations by refusing to comply with them, and follow the directions of Scripture, the tempter will flee from us, James 4:7, and we shall secure the assistance of good angels, who are sent forth to minister to them who are heirs of salvation. Hebrews 1:14. 

Verse 12
Cast into prison; Luke 3:20. 

Galilee; the northen part of Palestine. 

Verse 13
Capernaum; a town on the north-west shore of the sea of Galilee. 

Verse 14
Fulfilled; Isaiah 9:1-2. Esaias in Greek is the same as Isaiah in Hebrew. 

Verse 15
Galilee of the Gentiles; Galilee bordering on the gentile nations, who seem also to have been more or less intermixed with its inhabitants. 

Verse 16
Saw great light; the light of Christ’s presence and teaching. Compare John 8:12. Men who are without the gospel are in great darkness, but the reception of it will give them great light. 

Verse 18
Sea of Galilee; called also the sea of Tiberias and the lake of Gennesareth; about thirteen miles long, and from six to nine miles wide: through it runs the Jordan. Those who are diligent in appropriate business are preparing for increased usefulness. From them Christ often selects his ministers; and he can so influence them, that they will forsake all and follow him. 

Verse 19
Fishers of men; the means of taking them out of the kingdom of Satan, and bringing them into the kingdom of Christ. 

Verse 23
Synagogues; the Jewish places of public worship. No diseases of body or soul are so complicated or stubborn that Jesus cannot heal them. All the diseased should therefore apply to him, that of his fulness they may receive according to their wants. 

Verse 24
Syria; a country north and east of Palestine. 

Possessed with devils; devils at that time were permitted to have special influence over some men; and this gave Jesus Christ opportunity to show his controlling power over them, and his mercy in expelling them. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 3
Poor in spirit; the humble, who feel their dependence on God in all things, temporal and spiritual, and look to him for the supply of every want; more especially those who feel their need, as sinners, of spiritual blessings, and look to Jesus Christ to grant them. Isaiah 66:2. 

Kingdom of heaven; the blessings of Messiah’s reign in this world and the next. Chap Matthew 3:2. True happiness does not consist in external condition, but in the state of the mind. 

Verse 4
They that mourn; over their spiritual wants, and over sin as the guilty cause of them; who long for spiritual blessings, and come to Jesus Christ for them, according to his directions. Revelation 3:18. This beatitude includes also all the mourning to which God’s children are subjected by the chastening through which God prepared them for the everlasting joy of heaven. Compare Hebrews 12:5-12. 

Verse 5
The meek; those who are gentle and forgiving, submissive and teachable, patient under injuries, disposed not to render evil for evil, but to overcome evil with good. 

Inherit the earth; receive and enjoy every earthly and spiritual blessing that is for their best good here, and reign with Christ for ever hereafter. The sinful and lost condition of men need not hinder them from being truly and for ever blessed. 

Verse 6
Hunger and thirst after righteousness; ardently desire to be and do right because it is right; trusting not in their own righteousness, but in the righteousness of Christ, which by the apostle is called the righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ which is unto all and upon all them that believe. Romans 3:22. 

Be filled; receive what they desire, and be satisfied. Psalms 17:15. 

Verse 7
The merciful; those who feel for the sufferings of others, and are disposed to relieve them. 

Mercy; from God. Compare Chap Matthew 25:34-45. God requires us to exercise the compassion towards others which we need to have exercised towards us. 

Verse 8
Pure in heart; freed from the dominion and pollution of sin. 

See God; have right views of him, and enjoy his presence here and hereafter. 

Verse 9
Peacemakers; those who desire and seek to have all men at peace with God, with their own consciences, and with one another. 

Children of God; those who imitate him, and whom he will make heirs according to his promise. Romans 8:17. 

Verse 10
Righteousness’ sake; on account of their being and doing right. Great opposition to men is no certain evidence that they are wrong. 

Verse 11
Falsely; when the evil which is said of you is false. 

For my sake; on account of your attachment and likeness to me. 

Verse 12
So persecuted; Hebrews 11:35-38. 

Verse 13
Salt of the earth; means of its preservation, by your holy doctrine, prayers, and example. 

Lost his savor; become worthless. Some think there is here an allusion to the fact that the salt in that country was mixed with earthy substances, which remained after it had lost its saltness, and were thrown like gravel upon the walks, and trodden down. 

Verse 14
Light; that which shows things as they are, and gives to men right views of them. 

Verse 16
Shine; let the goodness of your principles be seen in your conduct, that men may be led to honor God, the author of all good. Consistent Christian example is a means of leading men to honor God, and of greatly promoting their highest good. 

Verse 17
Destroy the law; set aside either the principles or the moral precepts of the Old Testament. 

To fulfil; rightly to explain the nature and perfectly to enforce the precepts of the moral law, as well as perfectly to obey them in his own person, bear the curse which was prefigured in the ceremonial law, and thus fulfil the predictions of the prophets concerning the Messiah. Christ came not to make void the moral law as a rule of action, but to establish it, and give it practical efficacy over the hearts and lives of men, by leading them to love and obey it. 

Verse 18
One jot; no part of the moral law or of the obligations to obey it shall be done away; nor shall any part of the ceremonial law, till its end is accomplished. 

Verse 19
Least commandments; least, as compared with others. No precept of God’s law may be set aside on the ground of its comparative unimportance; for the least disobedience to any command of God is highly offensive to him, while obedience in all things is his delight. 

The least; of the least repute as a teacher, because both by his example and his doctring he dishonors God’s law. 

Great; worthy of honor as a teacher, because he honors the law by obeying it and teaching others to obey it. 

Verse 20
Except your righteousness shall exceed-scribes and Pharisees; their righteousness was selfish, and consisted in externals; while the righteousness which God required is internal as well as external, and consists in conformity of heart and life to his revealed will. 

Verse 21
By them of old time; rather, as the margin, "to them of old time"; and so below, verses Matthew 5:27; Matthew 5:33. 

The judgment; here the sentence of death from the lower court established by Moses in all the cities of Israel. Deuteronomy 16:18. 

Verse 22
Angry with his brother; in his heart, to which God looks. 

Without a cause; not merely without an occasion, but rather, in an unreasonable degree, or with any mixture of malice. 

The judgment; the judgment of God. The Saviour’s meaning is this: by the law of Moses literal murder is punished with death by common court; but in my kingdom anger in the heart will be regarded and treated as murder. 

Raca; vain fellow; blockhead. The Saviour puts a case where anger vents itself in railing. 

The council; the Sanhedrim, which was the highest Jewish court; but here it seems to represent the court of Christ, who will treat all railing accusations of one brother against another as offences of the gravest kind. 

Fool; vile wretch; the highest form of reproach in the mouth of a Jew. A disposition rightly to treat men is essential to acceptance with God. 

Verse 23
Gift; religious offering. 

Altar; place where the offering was made. 

Aught; any cause of complaint. 

Verse 25
Adversary; thy fellow-man who has just claims against thee. But the precept also looks beyond all human adversaries to God, with whom, under an example taken from earthly matters, it warns us to be reconciled while we are yet on the way to his judgment-seat. Opportunity to perform present duty should not be neglected, lest it be for ever lost. 

Verse 28
In his heart; the laws of God extend to the thoughts; and men may violate them in their hearts without manifesting their feelings in outward conduct. 

Verse 29
Offend thee; cause thee to sin. 

Profitable for thee; it is better to put away the causes of sin than to suffer its consequences. The avoidance of sin by self-denial, and if need by, by great sacrifices, will in the end be great gain. 

Verse 31
Writing of divorcement; a certificate that their marriage relation was dissolved by his own act. See Deuteronomy 24:1. 

Verse 32
Causeth her; exposeth her to commit adultery; because, according to the law of Christ’s kingdom, her marriage to another man will be regarded as adultery. 

Verse 33
Forswear thyself; commit perjury, or swear to that which is false. 

Perform unto the Lord; the Pharisees taught that religious oaths in which God’s name was used were binding and should be filled, while they were less scrupulous about oaths by created things, and in common conversation. But our Lord taught that oaths of the latter kind proceed from evil, and should never be taken. 

Verse 34
The practice of swearing in common conversation, or of swearing to a falsehood, shows great wickedness of heart. 

Verse 36
Canst not make one hair white or black; thy head is a creature of God, over which thou hast no control; so that in swearing by it, thou swearest by him that made it and has it in his power. 

Verse 37
Communication; conversation and discourse. 

Yea-nay; simple declarations, without profaneness of any kind. 

Verse 39
Resist not evil; by rendering like for like. It is the spirit of kindness and forgiveness towards those who injure us which our Lord here inculcates. The forgiveness of injuries, and not the avenging of them, is an exhibition of true greatness and goodness. 

Verse 40
Coat-cloak; the coat among the Jews was an inner garment, called a tunic, extending from the neck to the knee. Over this was a cloak or mantle, which was a large, loose garment, and when they travelled was girt tight round the body with a girdle Hence, "to gird up one’s loins" implied readiness for labor or a journey. The girdle or sash answered also the purpose of purse for money. 

Let him have thy cloak; suffer losses, so far as duty will permit, rather than contend about them. 

Verse 41
Compel thee to go a mile; the original word here rendered compel, denotes a compulsion by the public authorities and for public service. When thus called upon by rightful authority to travel or do public service, be ready to go farther or do even more than is required, rather than resist the government. 

Verse 42
Give-turn not thou away; when the person who asks or would borrow is needy accommodate him, if consistently with duty you can do it. 

Verse 44
Love your enemies; not their character or their conduct, but their souls. Pray for them and seek their good. Love to enemies, and a disposition to do them the greatest good which duty will permit, likens men to God. 

Verse 46
If ye love them; them only. 

Publicans; tax-gatherers, who were considered as very wicked, and were often cruel and oppressive. 

Verse 48
As your Father; imitate him in all his imitable perfections. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
To be seen of them; to gain their applause. The character of external actions is determined by the feelings and motives. 

Verse 2
They have their reward; they have it all in the applause of men, and receive no reward from God. 

Verse 3
Thy left hand; let your good deeds be done without ostentation, and without seeking human praise. 

Verse 6
Prayest; as an individual. 

Closet; a private room or retired place. Every one is bound to pray in secret. "Thou" enter into "thy" closet, and pray to "thy" Father. 

Verse 7
Vain repetitions; words without meaning, or often repeated without corresponding thoughts and feelings. 

Heathen; persons not Jews, nor enlightened as to the character and will of God. 

Much speaking; many words, or words often and thoughtlessly repeated. 1 Kings 18:26. 

Verse 9
After this manner; this model, as to spirit, simplicity, and comprehensiveness. 

Our Father; Creator, Preserver, Guardian, and Friend. 

Hallowed by thy name; let all the manifestations of thyself be treated with reverence and love. Men are bound to unite with others in prayer, and when praying alone, to remember and pray for them "Pray ye," and say, "Our Father," a form suited to a number of persons. Acceptable prayer is the offering up of our desires for things agreeable to the will of God, in the name of Jesus Christ, with confession of sins, and thankful acknowledgment of his mercies. 

Verse 10
Thy kingdom come; reign thou in all hearts, and lead them to do thy will on earth as it is done in heaven. Every person is bound to desire and daily to pray that God should reign in and over him and all people, as he reigns in heaven. 

Verse 12
Debts; sins. 

Debtors; those who have trepassed against us. 

Verse 13
Lead us not into temptation; keep us from being tempted, or if tempted, deliver us from the temptation, and from all evil. 

Thine is the kingdom; the reign, for the coming of which we pray, is thine; and the glory of its accomplishment will be thine for ever. 

Amen; so be it. 

Verse 15
An unforgiving temper, if continued, will shut a man out of heaven, and shut him up in hell. 

Verse 16
Disfigure their faces; by leaving their face unwashed, and their hair and beard undressed. In religious duties, all should be especially careful to avoid ostentation, and the seeking of the praises of men. 

Verse 17
Anoint thy head; that is, dress and appear as usual. 

Verse 19
Treasurers; those things which men most love, and which they regard as their chief good. 

Verse 22
Single; healthy and clear, to discern objects aright. 

Verse 23
Evil; diseased, and so not seeing things as they are. 

If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness; the Saviour now applies to the human mind the figure of the eye which he has just used. If the eye of thy soul be diseased, so that earthly treasurers appear to it better than heavenly, "how great is that darkness!" 

Verse 24
Serve; yield to or regard supremely two opposite objects, as are God and this world. 

Mammon; wealth, all earthly possessions. What a man regards supremely is his treasure, or his God. If it be any created thing, he has another god before Jehovah, an is, in this sense, an idolater. 

Verse 25
Take no thought; no anxious thought, as the original word implies. 

More; more valuable. 

Meat; any kind of food for the support of the body. The argument is, that he who has given the greater gift, will not withhold the less. Anxiety about future support and comfort in this world is needless, hurtful, and wicked; for present obedience to God will insure all needed good. 

Verse 26
Better; more valuable. 

Verse 27
Unto his stature; better, to his age; that is, by all his anxiety prolong his life a moment beyond his appointed time. For measure, as applied to time, compare Psalms 39:4. 

Verse 30
Cast into the oven; cut down for fuel, and burnt. 

Little faith; little confidence in God. 

Verse 32
Gentiles; those who know not God. 

Knoweth; he is acquainted with your wants, and in the proper use of means, without your anxiety, he will supply them. 

Verse 33
See ye first; seek first an interest in the blessings of Christ’s righteousness and reign. Chap Matthew 3:2. 

All these things; all needed good he will bestow. 

Verse 34
Shall take thought; the future will bring its supply. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
Judge not; rashly, censoriously, or unjustly, the character or conduct of others. Harsh judgments will provoke retaliation. 

Verse 2
Be judged-measured; you may expect to be treated as you treat others. Luke 6:37. 

Verse 3
Men who are exceedingly blind to their own faults, are often exceedingly quicksighted to the faults of others. 

Verse 5
Those who labor most successfully in advancing their own spiritual welfare, are the best fitted to be useful to others. 

Verse 6
That which is holy; the holy flesh of the sacrifices. 

Trample them; as things to them valueless. 

Turn-and rend you; turn from the pearls in rage to attack the given, because he has offered them what they cannot eat. Dogs and swine represent selfish, quarrelsome, rapacious, and sensual men, whom it is often best to leave to themselves, lest our indiscreet labors be not only thrown away as regards them, but turn to our own injury. Scorners and scoffers should sometimes be let alone, lest, on being reproved, they become more injurious than they otherwise would be, to themselves and to others. Proverbs 9:7-8. 

Verse 7
Ask; in every thing by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God. 

Seek; continue to ask of God the blessings which you need. 

Knock; at the door of his mercy and grace, with sincerity and earnestness, in the way of his appointment, and you shall be admitted to communion with him: in his light you will see light, and of his fulness receive according to all your wants. Men, in order to judge and act rightly with regard to their duty to themselves and their fellow-men, need wisdom and strength from above: they should therefore habitually ask them of God; and those who do this in dependence on Jesus Christ, may expect, for his sake, to receive them. 

Verse 8
Every one; all who rightly ask, receive either what they ask or something better in its place. 

Verse 11
Good gifts; things which are needed and truly beneficial. The readiness of a kind, affectionate parent to give necessary food to a famishing child, is but a faint emblem of the readiness of God to give all needed good to those who rightly ask him. 

Verse 12
So; do to others as, under like circumstances, you ought to wish others to do to you. 

This is the law and the prophets; what is required in the Old Testament. 

Verse 13
Strait gate; strait here means narrow and difficult, and represents the difficulty of entering on a religious life, or beginning heartily to obey God. 

Wide; easy to enter, requiring one only to follow his own depraved inclinations. The difficulties which stand in the way of beginning from the heart to obey God, need not and ought not to hinder any from doing it. 

Verse 14
Few; that find or go in the way of life. This truth is contrary to what many teach. Therefore, 

Verse 15
Beware; avoid false teachers. 

Sheep’s clothing; appearing in the character of true teachers. 

Wolves; selfish, greedy of gain, and disposed to plunder. False teachers may, at first, appear very interesting; but they should be judged of, not by their appearance merely, but by the character and effects of their principles and conduct. 

Verse 16
Fruits; the nature and effects of their doctrines and conduct. 

Verse 21
Not every one; men are to be judged of, not by their words only, but by their principles and conduct. They must obey the revealed will of God, and to be accepted of him, must do it with the heart. The only sure test of true religion, is the doing of the known will of God. 

Verse 23
Never knew you; as my disciples. 

Verse 24
A wise man; one who selects good ends, and uses the right means to attain them. 

Verse 25
The hopes of those who believe in Christ as the Lord their righteousness, and do his will, can never be disappointed. 

Verse 27
Those hopes which are not founded on Jesus Christ, but upon human merit, or on the mercy of God without faith in Christ and obedience to him, will perish at the giving up of the ghost. Proverbs 11:7. 

Verse 28
Ended; finished his sermon on the mount, as recorded in the last three chapters. 

Astonished; no wonder, for this is a most astonishing sermon. It fills up, in its explanations, the law of God to its divine fulness. It shows to men the way of excellence, usefulness, and happiness. It points out their dangers, and the way to escape them; their duties, and the way to perform them. It sets before them the motives best adapted to lead them to avoid the one and perform the other; and it does this with a brevity and clearness, a pertinency and fulness, a simplicity and directness, a beauty, comprehensiveness, and force which are truly divine. 

Verse 29
Taught-as one having authority; the Pharisees quoted what the fathers had said; Christ spoke in his own right. He had authority over the winds and the waves, over diseases and devils, and over all creatures in heaven, earth, and hell. Such was his character, dominion, and work, that even in his deepest humiliation it was the duty, not only of men but of angels, to worship him. Hebrews 1:6. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 2
Leper; leprosy was one of the most filthy, loathsome, and incurable of diseases. 

Thou canst; an expression of faith in his almighty power. Whenever Christ wills, our difficulties will be removed; and implicit confidence in him is a good preparation to receive his favor. 

Verse 3
I will; in this Jesus showed that he is almighty, according to his declaration in Revelation 1:8. 

Verse 4
Tell no man; either tell no man till thou hast shown thyself to the priest, that his judgment of the cure may not be influenced by any report of the miracle; or do not noise abroad the matter, a command often given by our Lord to those whom he had healed. Compare The gift, Matthew 12:15-21. 

A testimony, Leviticus 14:1-32; that he was really cured, and might safely be again admitted into society. 

Verse 5
Centurion; a Roman officer who had command of a "century," consisting generally of about a hundred men. 

Verse 8
Those who have the most exalted views of Jesus Christ, have humble and abasing views of themselves. 

Verse 9
Under authority; to my superior officers, and therefore knowing how to render prompt obedience. 

Having soldiers under me; and therefore knowing how to receive prompt obedience. He means to say, Just as I obey and am obeyed, so thou hast only to command, and diseases will come and go at thy bidding. 

Verse 10
So great faith; such strong confidence in the power of Christ to do whatever he pleased. 

In Isreal; among the Jews, whose spiritual advantages were much greater than those of any other people. 

Verse 11
Many; from among the Gentiles and people less favored with light. Many, with small advantages, look to Christ and live; while others, whose advantages are much greater, reject him and perish. 

Verse 12
Children of the kingdom; Jews favored with great privileges. 

Outer darkness; the darkness without the banqueting-hall, which is brightly illuminated. Compare Chap Matthew 22:13. The banqueting-hall here represents the kingdom of heaven, and the outer darkness, hell. 

Verse 14
Marriage is honorable in all, and is especially important in ministers of the gospel. A bishop who is the husband of one wife, is, in this respect, like the apostle Peter. 

Verse 17
Took-bare; took them upon himself, and thus took them away from us. Such is the plain meaning of this passage, quoted from Isaiah 53:4. Bodily sickness is a part of the sorrow which sin has occasioned. By healing this, the Saviour shadowed forth the perfect redemption which he gives to our souls by taking our place, and being "wounded for our transgressions," and "bruised for our iniquities." Isaiah 53:5; 1 Peter 2:24. 

Verse 18
The other side; of the sea of Galilee. 

Verse 19
Follow thee; in a special sense; become thy disciple and attendant. Persons sometimes express strong resolutions of becoming followers of Christ, without duly considering to what it will expose them, or what they must relinquish for his sake. 

Verse 20
The Son of man; the Son of man in a preeminent sense. Had Jesus been a mere man, this title, which he commonly applied to himself, could have had no significancy. But now, being God, he described himself by it as "God manifested in the flesh," 1 Timothy 3:16. 

Hath not where; is destitute of a home and its comforts. He would have him understand that his followers must expect poverty and hardships, and be prepared to bear them. Poverty is no disgrace, unless brought upon men by their own fault. The poor resemble the Redeemer in their outward condition, more than the rich. He chooses for them, in this respect, that condition which, when on earth, he chose for himself. 

Verse 22
Let the dead; the spiritually dead. 

Bury their dead; the literally dead. Let those who are impenitent sinners without spiritual life bury your father, and do you now what I command you. The omniscient Saviour saw that such a command was necessary to impress upon that disciple the supreme importance of his service, and the necessity of making every earthly feeling and interest subordinate to it. Compare his command to the rich young man in chap. Matthew 19:21. Our obligations to Christ are greater than to father, mother, or any earthly friends; and we should not let our regard for them hinder us from promptly obeying him. 

Verse 26
O ye of little faith; small confidence in my knowledge and power. 

Rebuked the winds; commanded them not to blow. For men to be fearful when following the directions of Christ, shows great want of confidence in him, and is both foolish and wicked. 

Verse 28
The other side; the east side of the sea of Galilee. 

Gergesenes; the region in which was situated the city of Gergesa, and also that of Gadara, mentioned Mark 5:1. 

The tombs; these among the Jews were often excavations in hills and rocks, sometimes of great extent, with many apartments, which afforded shelter to those who had no better accommodations. The power and malice of unclean spirits is inconceivably great. It should be to us a matter of devout gratitude that they are made subject to the authority of Christ, and can harm none that put their trust in him. 

Verses 28-34
Legion of devils. Matthew 8:28-34; Matthew 26:53. 

Verse 29
Before the time; the day of judgment, the time appointed by God for their final torments. Even devils knew that God would fulfil his word, in punishing them at his own appointed time. 

Verse 32
Go; by this permission the reality of the existence of unclean spirits, and their terrible power and malice, were manifested in a most striking way. 

Verse 34
Besought him that he would depart; probably from fear lest his miraculous power should work them still greater worldly losses. Men who are not literally "possessed of devils," may still be influenced by evil spirits; and when so influenced, they are opposed to Christ, and wish him to depart from them. Covetousness leads men to act in the same way; and so debases them, that they prefer any thing by which they can make money, to the presence and glory of the Saviour. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
His own city; Capernaum. Chap Matthew 4:13; Mark 2:1. 

Verse 2
Son; a title of condescension and kindness. 

Thy sins be forgiven thee; here, as everywhere in the holy Scriptures, disease is regarded as a fruit of sin. The forgiveness of the man’s sins by the Saviour is a pledge that in due time his disease shall also be healed. Some think that this had been produced by special sinful indulgence. When men feel their need of Christ, and have living faith in him, they will let nothing hinder their application to him for help. 

Verse 3
Blasphemeth; by usurping the prerogative of God to forgive sins. 

Verse 4
Knowing their thoughts; by his divine omniscience, though they had not expressed them. 

Think ye evil; of me, as if I were a blasphemer in forgiving sins. 

Verse 5
Easier; that is, one is as really the work of God as the other. 

Verse 6
But that ye may know; by healing the sick of the palsy he manifests himself to be God, and therefore able to forgive sins. 

Verse 8
Unto men; it was not a man that had done this divine work, but God manifest in the flesh. 1 Timothy 3:16. 

Verse 9
Matthew; the writer of this gospel. 

Receipt of custom; the place where taxes were paid. Some abandoned men are called by the grace of Christ; and when he speaks to their hearts, they will immediately follow him. 

Verse 10
The house; Matthew’s house. 

Publicans and sinners; tax-gatherers and vicious persons. 

Verse 12
Sick; sinners need the Saviour, as those that are sick need a physician. It was therefore proper that he should be with such, for the purpose of doing them good. And if any were really righteous, as the Pharisees imagined that they were, they did not need his presence as a Saviour. It is sometimes right to associate even with the openly vicious, for the purpose of doing them good. 

Verse 13
Meaneth; Hosea 6:6. 

Mercy; I am pleased with a merciful disposition, manifesting itself in doing good to the needs, more than with the most careful attention merely to external ceremonies. In these latter lay all the religion of the scribes and Pharisees. They scrupulously avoided the outward defilement of contact with publicans and sinners, while they had no compassion for their souls or bodies. No external observances will compensate for the want of a kind, compassionate disposition; and acts of mercy to the needy and to the guilty, from love to God and men, are peculiarly acceptable to him. 

Verse 15
The children of the bride-chamber; the companions of the bridegroom during the marriage-feast. Judges 14:10-11. 

Then shall they fast; fasting is an expression of sorrow, not suitable for the marriage-feast while the bridegroom is still present. So Christ is the bridegroom of the church. While he was personally present with his disciples, it was not suitable that they should fast. After his removal from them, they would have trials that would make fasting proper. 

Verse 16
New cloth; or, as the margin, raw or unwrought cloth, not yet dressed or fulled, and liable to shrink upon being wet. 

Taketh from the garment; namely, when by shrinking it tears itself from it. Very much of a person’s usefulness depends upon the correctness of his judgment as to the time and manner of doing things, and upon his doing things which are not only right in themselves, but adapted to the circumstances in which he is placed, and to the character and condition of those whom he labors to benefit. 

Verse 17
Into old bottles; bottles were then made, not of glass, but of the skins of animals. Of course, those that were old would be rotten; and new wine, if put into them, would, in the process of fermentation, burst them. By this and the preceding similitude our Lord teaches that the austerities of the old dispensation, under which John lived, cannot be profitably mixed in with the free spirit of the new. Compare chap. Matthew 11:18-19. 

Verse 18
Ruler; an elder to whom was committed the care of the synagogue. 

Even now dead; when he came to Jesus she was at the point of death. Before Jesus arrived at his house she was dead. Mark 5:23; Mark 5:35. Our highest comforts may be the occasion of our deepest sorrows; but application to Jesus, with unwavering confidence in him, will bring sure and all-sufficient relief. 

Verse 20
Issue of blood; an unclean disease, according to the Mosaic law. Leviticus 15:25. 

Hem; border or fringe. 

Verse 22
Daughter; a term of tender kindness. 

Thy faith; the power of Christ was the cause, and her faith in him, leading her to take the proper measures, was the means of her being healed. 

Verse 23
Minstrels; the persons hired to play on instruments of music at funerals. 

Making a noise; the noise of wailing, as was the custom. 

Verse 24
Give place; retire: your services are not wanted. 

Not dead; that is, not permanently. Her death is but as a sleep from which she will be speedily awakened. 

Verse 25
Went in; Mark tells us that he took with him five persons. 

Mark 5:37-40. These were all competent witnesses, as were the multitude without when they saw her, of the reality of the miracle. 

Verse 27
Son of David; a phrase among the Jews for the Messiah, as descended from David. 

Verse 28
Before he gives men the blessings which they need, he often tries the reality and strength of their faith, and leads them to manifest that they believe he is able to give what they seek; and thus, by the time and manner of bestowing his favors, he greatly increases their value. 

Verse 33
The dumb spake; thus was the prophecy, Isaiah 35:5-6, fulfilled in Jesus; showing that he was the Christ. 

In Israel; in the land of Israel, or in the history of their nation. 

Verse 34
Prince of the devils; they ascribed his beneficent miracles to the help of Satan, for the purpose of preventing the people from receiving him as the Messiah. No kindness can be so great and no mode of expressing it so wise and good, but that wicked men will sometimes find fault with it, and attribute it to the basest means and the vilest motives. 

Verse 36
Sheep having no shepherd; not provided with proper guardians and teachers. 

Verse 37
Plenteous; there are vast multitudes who need the gospel. 

Verse 38
Lord of the harvest; the great, divine teacher. 

Send forth; prepare and incline many to go and preach the gospel. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
Power; the casting out of unclean spirits is here distinguished as something distinct from the healing of any kind of disease. Christ has such infinite fulness, that he can communicate to his ministers and disciples all the gifts and qualifications which they need. 

Verse 2
Apostles; messengers, persons who were sent. 

Simon; when Christ first saw him, he called him in Syro-Chaldaic, Cephas-in Greek, Petros-which means, a stone; signifying, that in his future life he would be a firm and steadfast supporter of the truth. 

James; this was he whom Herod slew. Acts 12:2. 

Verse 3
Matthew; whom Christ called while sitting at the receipt of custom. Chap. Matthew 9:9. 

James; he who wrote the epistle called by his name. 

Lebbeus; called also Judas. Luke 6:16. 

Verse 4
Iscariot; the man of Charioth, to which town he belonged. 

Verse 5
Gentiles; those who were not Jews. 

Samaritans; they occupied a country on the north of Judea, lying between Judea and Galilee, which formerly belonged to the tribe of Ephraim and the half tribe of Manasseh. After these tribes were carried captive by the king of Assyria, it was peopled to a great extent by heathen, and the religion of the Samaritans was a mixture of Judaism and paganism. 2 Kings 17:24 He appoints to his disciples the place of their labors, and though it may not be the one which, if left to ourselves, we should choose, we must learn, whatsoever place or state he chooses for us, therewith to be content. 

Verse 6
Lost sheep; expressive of their wandering and dangerous condition. 

The house of Israel; the Jews, descendants of Israel, and hence called Israelites. As the Jews were the covenant people of God, it was proper that the gospel should be first preached to them. The Christian dispensation, moreover, which knows no distinction between Jews and Gentiles, was not fully established till after our Lord’s ascent and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 

Verse 7
Kingdom of heaven; see note to chap Matthew 3:2. 

Verse 8
Freely give; as you have received miraculous powers without paying for them, exert those powers without receiving compensation. 

Verse 9
We should not delay present duty in order to be better prepared to perform it. When Christ commands; we should obey, trusting in him for what we need in order to obey him and to be accepted in it. 

Verse 10
Scrip; a bag for provisions. 

Two coats; they were, in their first journeys among the Jews, not to provide either money or clothing, but to trust in Christ to supply them. 

Staves; if a man had a staff, he might take it; if he had shoes or sandals, he might wear them. Mark 6:8-9. But they were to go without delay, and not be detained to make further provision. 

Worthy of his meat; he deserves to be supported. So with you. This is a rule that holds good for all time. 

Verse 11
Worthy; a man of reputation for piety and general worth, and who will be likely to receive your message. 

There abide till ye go thence; abide in one and the same house till ye leave that city. This would be equally conducive to their own comfort and the convenience of those who resorted to them. 

Verse 12
Salute it; they were to use all the customary forms of politeness. Courtesy in ministers of the gospel and the manifestation of good-will to all, are required by Christ, and are essential to the highest comfort and usefulness of all who proclaim his truth. 

Verse 13
Be worthy; if they receive your message, the blessings you desire shall come upon them. 

Not worthy; if they reject your message, blessings shall follow you, but not them. 

Verse 14
Shake off; a strong expression of abhorrence of their sins, according to a custom among the Jews. Acts 13:51; Acts 18:6. 

Verse 15
More tolerable; their doom shall be less dreadful. They sinned against less light, and were less guilty than those who lived in the days of Christ. 

Verse 16
As sheep; defenceless, unprotected by human power. 

Wolves; men disposed to assault and kill you. 

Serpents; emblems of wisdom. 

Doves; of innocence. Ministers of the gospel are bound to be wise as well as good; to exercise discretion as well as courage; not needlessly to exasperate even the worst of men, but meekly to instruct them. 

Verse 17
Beware; be cautious, and not needlessly exasperate wicked men, nor expose yourselves to their wrath. 

Councils; the judicial tribunals of the Jews. No wisdom or goodness in the discharge of duty will secure the approbation of all, or prevent some from becoming open and bitter foes. 

Verse 18
Testimony; of the truths of the gospel, which would turn against them should they reject it. 

Verse 19
Take no thought; be not anxious. 

Verse 21
Put to death; the unbelieving members of the family will cause the believing members to be put to death for their love to Christ. 

Verse 22
Endureth; continues faithful to the end of life. 

Verse 23
Be come; to deliver his people and take vengeance on his foes. The primary reference of these words is to Christ’s providential coming to destroy the Jewish state and nation by the hand of the Romans. But this foreshadowed his final coming to take vengeance on all the wicked. When greatly opposed in one place, it is not always a mark of wisdom or goodness to stay there; nor is it any evidence of want of courage or fidelity sometimes to flee, even if, in order to do it, a person should, like Paul, be let down by a wall in a basket. 2 Corinthians 11:23. 

Verse 24
Above his master; you must not expect that they will treat you better than they treat me. 

Verse 26
No one in the path of duty should be disheartened on account of difficulties; for he will never meet with any which he will not, if he trust in Christ, be enabled either to overcome, or cheerfully and usefully to bear. Acts 5:41. 

Verse 27
In darkness; privately. 

On the house-tops; publicly. 

Verse 28
Him; God. 

Destroy-in hell; by making them miserable there for ever. 

Verse 29
Your Father; he takes care of even the birds. Surely, then, he will take care of you. 

Verse 32
Confess me; as his Saviour, and continue to obey me. 

Him will I confess; acknowledge and treat as my friend. Men’s treatment of Christ in this world will determine his treatment of them in the world to come. 

Verse 33
Deny me; desert my cause. 

I deny; deny to be my friend, and treat as my enemy. 

Verse 34
A sword; the effect of my doctrine and teaching will be, not to unite those who confess and those who deny me, but to divide them, even though they belong to the same family. The publication of the gospel is the occasion of developing the human heart, and leading men to show whether they are for Christ or against him. Yet the persecutions and distresses which often follow, are never the proper effects of the gospel, but always the effect of men’s opposition to it. 

Verse 37-38
Father or mother-taketh not up his cross; a man must love Christ more than earthly friends, and follow Him notwithstanding all the trials to which it may expose him, or he cannot be His true disciple. Without making sacrifices, men cannot be disciples of Christ: but this should never hinder them from embracing, and steadfastly following him; for all the losses to which they may be called, even that of life itself, will be productive of their highest, their eternal good. Romans 8:18. 

Verse 39
He that findeth his life shall lose it; though a man, by forsaking Christ, should preserve his life for a time, yet he would, by doing so, lose his soul. And though, by following Christ, he should lose his life, he would in this way save his soul. 

Verse 40
Me-him that sent me; Christ and believers are so united, that what is done to them is considered as done to him; and he and the Father are so united, that what is done to one is done to the other. Men may at any time show kindness to Jesus Christ, by showing it, from love to him and his cause, to his disciples; and thus they may be continually enhancing their gracious and eternal reward. 

Verse 41
In the name; on account of his being a prophet, from attachment to him and to his Lord. 

A prophet’s-a righteous man’s reward; he shall share in the spiritual blessings which God bestows on the prophet, or on the righteous man, whom he has thus aided. 

Verse 42
Little ones; disciples, even the feeblest of them. 

In the name; because he is a disciple, from attachment to him and his Master; he shall receive the approbation and blessing of his Lord. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 2
In prison; Luke 3:19-20. 

Verse 3
He that should come; the expected one-the Messiah. Though John had borne express testimony to Jesus, yet both he and his disciples may have been perplexed by erroneous ideas respecting the nature of His kingdom, and by their consequent failure to witness the fulfilment of their expectations concerning Him. 

Verse 6
Not be offended in me; not dissatisfied with my character, conduct, and claims; but shall receive me as the Saviour, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. John 1:29. Many were offended because Christ did not satisfy their carnal expectations concerning their long-promised Messiah. In these words the Saviour returned to John a virtual answer to his question, yet expressed in such a form that his enemies could take no advantage of it. 

Verse 7
A reed shaken; an inconstant, unstable person. 

Verse 8
Soft raiment; effeminate, delicate clothing. 

King’s houses; the place for such persons is in the palaces of the great, not in the wilderness. 

Verse 9
More than a prophet; more distinguised and honorable than any of the Old Testament prophets, because he was the forerunner of Christ, and stood in a nearer relation to him than any of them. 

Verse 10
Written; Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 40:3; Matthew 3:3. 

Verse 11
Greater; in dignity; more honorable in condition and employment. 

Least, as a prophet or teacher under the gospel dispensation. 

Is greater; his work would be one of higher dignity and privilege than John’s, because he would stand in a still nearer relation to Christ and proclaim more fully the truths of his gospel. The work of a gospel minister is a most exalted employment; and he who faithfully performs it, is, in God’s estimation, among the most honorable of the earth. 

Verse 12
From the days of John the Baptist; from the days of his public appearance, when the kingdom of heaven, which before that had been something future, first began to come as something present. 

Violence-by force; men were strongly excited, and they pressed to hear and receive the gospel. 

Verse 13
Prophesied until John; they prophesied of the kingdom of heaven as yet to come till John, when its coming began. See above, note on verse Matthew 11:12. 

Verse 14
Elias; the one who was foretold in the Old Testament under the name of Elijah, because he would resemble that prophet. Malachi 4:5. 

Verse 15
He that hath ears; let every one who can, hear and understand this concerning John and the coming of the kingdom of heaven. Our Lord commonly employs these words of some doctrine or statement that requires study and thought to comprehend it. 

Verse 16
Children sitting in the markets; and imitating in their plays the transactions of life. 

Verse 17
Piped unto you; played a lively tune, as at a wedding-feast. 

Mourned unto you; played a mournful tune, as at a funeral. 

Lamented; imitated the lamentations at funerals that accompanied the playing of the minstrels, chap Matthew 9:23. These children are wayward, and will do nothing to please their mates. 

Verse 18
Neither eating nor drinking; living very abstemiously. Though there is a great variety in the outward condition of ministers of the gospel, and in the mode of their communications with men, yet no condition and no manner of living or preaching will make the gospel universally acceptable, or lead any, without the grace of God, to embrace it. 

Verse 19
Eating and drinking; living as did other people. 

They say, Behold a man gluttonous; they found fault with both, and rejected both, like fickle, capricious children, whom nothing could please. 

Wisdom is justified of her children; right and wise ways, like those which John and the Saviour pursued, will be approved by the spiritually wise and good. 

Verse 20
Upbraid; rebuke and denounce judgments against them. 

Verse 21
Chorazin-Bethsaida; cities in Galilee which he often visited, and in which he taught and wrought miracles. 

Tyre and Sidon; commercial cities in the western part of Palestine, on the Mediterranean sea. 

Sackcloth and ashes; the signs of sorrowing penitence. The evidence which, through the grace of God, would have convinced some who are now lost, had they enjoyed it, and might have led them to repentance, utterly fails to produce these effects upon others. 

Verse 23
Exalted unto heaven; greatly distinguished by privileges. 

Brought down to hell; destroyed with an aggravated destruction. 

Remained; would not have been destroyed. 

Verse 24
More tolerable; they will be punished less severely, because they have not sinned against and rejected so much light. The higher men are raised in privileges, the lower, if they continue to abuse then, will they sink in future woe. 

Verse 25
Hid these things; not led them to perceive and embrace them, because there were the wisest and best reasons why he should not. 

Wise and prudent; in their own estimation, and so proud that they would not ask of God that wisdom which is from above. 

Babes; those who feel their dependence on God, and seek his aid. For all his dealings, however mysterious to men, God has the wisest and best of reasons. Those who love him will believe this, and rejoice in the conviction that he doeth all things well. 

Verse 26
It seemed good; because it was good, right, and best. 

Verse 27
All things are delivered; all things were by the Father committed to Christ as mediator. He is head over all things to his church, and the final judge of the living and the dead. 

Reveal him; as manifested in the person and work of the Saviour, and by his word and Spirit. None have right views of God, except those who learn his character from his Son. The course of wisdom therefore, for all who wish to know God, is to sit at the feet of Christ and learn from him. 

Verse 28
Heavy-laden; burdened with sins or sorrows of any kind. 

Rest; relief, especially inward peace. 

Verse 29
None need to be miserable. By submission to Jesus Christ, trust in him, and obedience to his commands, all may be happy in life, in death, and for ever. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
Corn; in the Scriptures this word means grain of any kind, especially wheat and barley, which were common grains of Palestine. 

Pluck the ears; picked off the heads, and rubbed them in their hands to separate the kernels from the ear. Luke 6:1. 

Verse 2
Not lawful; not right; a violation of the fourth commandment. 

Verse 3
David; 1 Samuel 21:1-6. The necessity of the case justified him. 

Verse 5
Read in the law; Numbers 28:9-10. 

Profane the Sabbath; do what would have profaned it, had not the appropriate duties of the Sabbath required that labor. The Saviour refers to the killing and dressing of the animals for sacrifice, and other labors connected with the daily temple service. 

In John 7:23, he specifies circumcision as another work performed on the Sabbath. 

Blameless; without fault, because they did only what was proper on that day. 

Verse 6
Greater than the temple; the argument is, that if in the service of the temple the priests might profane the Sabbath according to the outward letter, much more might his disciples in his service; for he was Lord both of the temple and the Sabbath. Neither the temple nor the Sabbath, nor any place or time or form of religious worship, should ever, in our affections, rival him who is Lord of all, or lead us in any respect to contravene his will with regard to them. 

Verse 7
Mercy, and not sacrifice; see note on chap Matthew 9:13. The fourth commandment always allowed men on the Sabbath-day to relieve the distressed, to feed the hungry, and to perform all those labors which public worship and the best discharge of the appropriate duties of holy time require. 

Verse 8
Lord-of the Sabbath; he who made it, and to whose worship it is devoted. If it was right for David to appease his hunger, and for the priests to do what was needful for the worship of God in the temple, much more was it right for the disciples, in attending upon the Lord of the Sabbath and of the temple, to appease their hunger as they did on the Sabbath-day. 

Verse 9
Imitators of Christ will on the Sabbath attend public worship, for the purpose of thus honoring God and benefiting their fellow-men. 

Verse 11
Men often condemn in others, things which they without scruple allow in themselves. 

Verse 16
Not make him known; he wished to be retired from public view, and do his works of love and mercy as the prophets had foretold that he would, Isaiah 42:2-3; and thus furnish new evidence that he was the Messiah. 

Verse 18
Chosen; to be the Messiah. 

Show judgment; make known the truth to the Gentiles, and thus bring them into obedience to himself and become their Lord and Judge. Compare Isaiah 2:2-4; Isaiah 11:10; Isaiah 62:2; Malachi 1:1, etc. 

Verse 19
Not strive, nor cry; not come with outward show, as the Jews expected that he would. Human perfection, as exemplified in Christ, is compassionate, condescending, and kind; meek, lowly, and retiring. It does not unnecessarily awaken the opposition, or intrude upon the attention of others; while it is earnest and affectionate, active and perservering in doing good. 

Verse 20
A bruised reed; an emblem of persons who are feeble, and crushed with difficulties. 

Not break; not oppress or trample them down. 

Smoking flax; the wick of the ancient lamps. 

Shall he not quench; Christ would not quench, but cherish the feeblest beginnings of true grace. 

Unto victory; till his truth and mercy become triumphant. 

Verse 24
Beelzebub; this name, among the Jews was applied to the prince of unclean spirits. By applying it to Christ, they expressed the utmost contempt. The ascription to the devil of what is performed by the Holy Ghost, is a sin peculiarly offensive to God, and exceedingly dangerous to men. 

Verse 26
Divided against himself; had their representation been true, Satan would have made war upon himself, which was absurd. 

Verse 27
Children; disciples of the Pharisees, who laid claim to the power of casting out devils, and were reputed so to do. 

Shall be your judges; shall convict you of folly and wickedness, in ascribing to Satan in my case what you ascribe to God’s help in their case. 

Verse 28
Kingdom of God; the reign of the Messiah on earth. 

Is come unto you; has already come upon you. 

Verse 29
How can one enter; our Lord now gives the true explanation of his casting out devils. Satan, as a strong man armed, has taken possession of this world and of the souls of men. But Christ is stronger than he. He casts him out of individual hearts at his will, and will finally cast him out of the world. See Luke 11:21-22; Luke 10:18; Revelation 20:1-3. 

Verse 30
There are in our world no neutrals; all men are either for Christ or against him. 

Verse 31
Be forgiven unto men; if men repent of and forsake them, they are pardonable. 

Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven; it is unpardonable; it will never be repented of. The sin spoken of seems to have been that of malignantly ascribing to Satan what was known to be the work of the Spirit of God. Mark 3:30. 

Verse 33
Tree; the heart. 

Fruit; conversation and conduct. 

Is known; there is a correspondence between men’s feelings and their actions, as there is between a tree and its fruits: the one is known by the other. These words have a double reference. First, to Christ: let the Pharisees show that his works are evil, or admit that he is good. Secondly, to his adversaries: they are evil, and can neither do nor speak good things, as he says in the next verse: "O generation of vipers," etc. The difference in the character and conduct of men is according to the difference of their hearts; their chief concern, therefore, should be with their thoughts and feelings, not merely with their outward actions. 

Verse 36
Idle; here a word wantonly and causelessly uttered, like the blasphemous charges brought by the Pharisees against our Lord. 

Verse 37
Words; since they flow from the heart, and indicate its character, verse Matthew 12:34. 

Justified; shown to be righteous. Condemned; shown to be wicked. 

Verse 38
A sign; some miraculous appearance from heaven. Compare chap Matthew 16:1; Mark 8:11; John 6:30. Like all cavillers, they profess not to be satisfied with the proofs he had given them of his divine mission: they must have signs according to their own dictation. Men who disbelieve and reject the truth, often profess to do it for want of evidence; while the evidence which God has furnished, and which is abundantly sufficient, they overlook or withstand. 

Verse 39
No sign; no such sign as they desired. One would in due time be given, which would demonstrate his Messiahship; but it would not convince them. 

Verse 40
In the whale’s belly; in which he was a type of Christ’s burial. 

Three days and three nights; that is, parts of three days and nights. The burial of Christ took place on Friday. That was reckoned, according to Jewish custom, as one day. Saturday, through the whole of which Christ was in the tomb, called the heart of the earth, was another day; and the Christian Sabbath, on the morning of which he rose from the dead, was the third day; or according to their mode of speaking, three days and three nights. 

Verse 41
Men of Nineveh; Jonah 3:5. 

Greater than Jonas; the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Verse 42
Queen of the south; 1 Kings 10:1-9. 

Uttermost parts; a very distant country. 

Greater than Solomon; though Solomon was the greatest of men as to wisdom, 1 Kings 3:13, Jesus was greater than he, or any mere man. 

Verse 43
Dry places; barren and desolate regions, here considered as the haunts of evil spirits. 

Verse 44
I will return into my house; into the man in whom he had dwelt. 

Empty; not occupied by any other who would keep him out. 

Verse 45
Seven; a large or full number. 

More wicked; some totally wicked spirits are more wicked than others. 

Worse than the first; if men do not grow better under the means of grace, and permit the Holy Spirit to take possession of their hearts, they will grow worse. 

This wicked generation; the primary reference of this awful parable is to the Jews of our Lord’s day. Much culture had been bestowed by God upon their nation. Under the preaching of John they had recently given promising signs of repentance. But their hearts had remained, like an untenanted house, empty of God’s presence and grace; and now the unclean spirit is returning, with seven more wicked spirits, to hurry them on to ruin temporal and eternal. The parable is fulfilled also in all nations and individuals who imitate the conduct of that "wicked generation." A man’s heart, by withstanding conclusive evidence, is made harder, and his wickedness increased; so that his character by such a course grown constantly worse, and his last state will be worst of all. 

Verse 48
Who is my mother? this question was designed to awaken attention, in order more usefully to communicate instruction. 

Verse 50
Whosoever shall do the will of my Father-is my brother, and sister, and mother; my most intimate and endeared relatives and friends. These words contain a silent but powerful rebuke of the idolatrous honor paid by many to the mother of our Lord. No affection which ever did or can exist between earthly friends, equals in tenderness and strength that which subsists between Christ and those who do the will of his Father. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Seaside; the sea of Galilee. 

Verse 2
Ship; a small vessel or fishing-boat 

Verse 3
Parables; the parables of Christ were descriptions of natural things, for the purpose of illustrating spiritual things. The seven parables recorded in this chapter all relate to the kingdom of heaven among men. See note on Chap Matthew 3:2. They are both illustrations of its nature and prophecies of its progress. 

Verse 4
Wayside; where the ground was not ploughed, and the seed sown not covered. Careless hearers receive no benefit from the word of truth, though it be preached ever so faithfully. 

Verse 5
Stony places; where the rocks were but slightly covered with earth. To be savingly benefited by the preaching of the gospel, it is not enough that persons admit its truths, that their feelings are excited, that they are greatly distressed on account of sin, or that they have a hope of salvation, and are exceedingly joyful. They must take Christ for their teacher and pattern; must trust in him for salvation; and whatever it may cost them, must perserve in obeying him to the end. 

Verse 6
Because they had no root; the roots could not go down deep enough to obtain the moisture needful for their growth. 

Verse 7
Thorns; parts of the field which had not been cleared. 

Choked; so shaded and exhausted in the ground as to prevent the grain from yielding increase. Supreme devotion to this world, whatever by a man’s feelings and conduct in other respects, will prevent all saving efficacy of the gospel; and as long as it is continued, will exclude from the soul the love of God. 1 John 2:15. 

Verse 8
Good Ground; rich soil, and well prepared. Notice the gradation in respect to these four kinds of soil. In the first, the seed perishes without even springing up; in the second, it springs up, but withers away; in the third, it springs up and bears fruit, but not to perfection; in the fourth, it yields a harvest of perfect grain. 

Verse 10
Why speakest thou-in parables? the question shows that this was the first time he had addressed the multitudes in this manner. Compare with this chapter the sermon on the mount, in which there are only similitudes intermingled with plain address. 

Verse 11
You; his disciples, who loved him and desired to understand his teaching. 

The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; the deep truths respecting the dispensation of the gospel, which had not before been revealed, or were revealed only in part, and which Christ opened plainly to his disciples. 

To them; to the multitudes without the circle of his disciples. 

Is not given; to know these mysteries. The hinderance to their receiving this knowledge is stated in verse Matthew 13:13. 

Verse 12
Hath; hath some knowledge of these mysteries. 

Shall be given; more knowledge. It is a practical knowledge of which the Saviour speaks, implying love towards him, and a desire to understand the truths which he taught. 

Hath not; hath not knowledge, because he hath neither love towards me nor desire to know my truth. 

Even that he hath; his present opportunities and privileges for knowing the truth. The Saviour here lays down a general principle of deep and solemn import, which all who hope to be saved would do well to ponder in their hearts. The way to have more light and grace is to make a diligent improvement of what is now granted to us. 

Verse 13
Seeing, see not; have faculties and opportunities, but do not rightly use them; of course do not understand the truths which they do not desire to know. The ignorance, dulness, and prejudices which come from such a wrong state of heart, made it proper that the Saviour should veil his instructions in parables, which the careless and indifferent would neglect, but the earnest and humble would search into and understand. 

Verse 14
In them is fulfilled; the language of Isaiah is a description of their case. Isaiah 6:9-10. 

Not perceive; not perceive the spiritual meaning of his words, because, as expressed in the next verse, they shut their eyes against the light. They were not converted, and not saved, as they might have been, had they loved the truth and desired to know it. 

Verse 16
They see-they hear; with good effect. They loved the truth and desired to know it, and to them a knowledge of it was communicated. 

Verse 17
Things which ye see-hear; things done by the Messiah, and truths taught by him. 

Verse 18
The parable; understand the meaning of it. It represents four classes of hearers: the thoughtless, the fickle, the worldly, and the truly pious. 

Verse 19
The word of the kingdom; the truths of the gospel. 

Understandeth if not; because he does not properly attend to it. This represents thoughtless, careless, and stupid hearers. 

Verse 20
Anon; immediately; and as we are elsewhere taught, without either understanding or counting the cost of Christ’s service. Compare Luke 14:25-33. 

Verse 21
Root in himself; true Christian principle. 

Offended; discouraged, loses the interest which he once felt in the gospel, and turns back. This represents the fickle: persons of quick feelings, easily excited, and who for a time appear to be much engaged. But they are unstable, easily turned aside by difficulties, and so give up, and become more hardened than before. 

Verse 22
Unfruitful; destitute of good works. He does not live a life of piety towards God, and of beneficence towards men. This represents the worldly-minded man, who is so occupied with the things of time, that he has no heart to attend to the salvation of his soul, or the souls of his fellow-men. 

Verse 23
Beareth fruit; he receives the truth into the heart, and acts under its abiding influence. This represents the pious, the friends of God and men. They are all useful, but some more so than others. These truths, as to the various effects of the gospel, it was important that his disciples, who were to be preachers of it, should understand. They desired to understand them, and to them the understanding of them was given; while to his opposers, who did not wish to understand them, it was not given. 

Verse 24
The kingdom of heaven is likened; the kingdom of heaven, here the visible church of Christ, is likened to a field in which the owner sows good seed, etc. 

Good seed; clean wheat, representing the truths of the gospel, and those who embrace them. 

Verse 25
Tares; not our American tares, but a species of darnel bearing poisonous seeds, and having, before it comes to a head, a near resemblance to the stalks of wheat and barley. In places where Christ, by his ministers, communicates his truth, Satan and his agents will disseminate errors; and such is the state of the human heart, that they will, without cultivation, take root, spring up, and bring forth evil fruit. Men are therefore bound to take heed what they hear, as well as how they hear; for their adversary the devil goeth about, not only as a roaring lion, but also as an angel of light, seeking, in various ways, to destroy the souls of men. 

Verse 26
Brought forth fruit; when the fruit began to grow. By their principles and conduct, the difference between those who embrace the gospel and those who embrace opposite errors, is seen. 

Verse 28
Gather them up; by the process of weeding common in that country. 

Verse 29
Root up also the wheat; on account of their resemblance and connection with each other. Men cannot in this world separate entirely the wicked from the righteous, or with certainty judge as to the characters of men. That must be left to the Searcher of hearts, and to the decisions of the day of judgment. 

Verse 30
Harvest; the day of judgment. 

Reapers; the angels. 

Tares; the wicked. 

Wheat; the righteous. Ver Matthew 13:49-50. 

Verse 31
Another parable; this parable represents the progress which the gospel would make. From small beginnings it would increase, and its influence become extensive and powerful. 

Verse 32
A tree; in that country the mustard grows much larger than it does in this. 

Verse 33
Leaven; leaven is all-pervading and powerful. Though silent and hidden, it soon affects the whole mass. So would divine truth be, in its influence on individuals and on communities. 

Verse 34
Without a parable spake he not; see note on ver Matthew 13:13. 

Verse 35
The prophet; Psalms 78:2. The history of ancient Israel which the psalmist recounts was typical of the higher mysteries of Christ’s kingdom, as the apostle Paul expressly teaches. 1 Corinthians 10:11. 

Verse 37
Son of man; meaning himself, dispensing truth either personally or by his servants. 

Verse 38
The field is the world; for by the appointment of Christ the good seed of the gospel is to be sown among all nations, so that the visible church shall be coextensive with the world. 

Children of the kingdom; children of God not in name alone, but in reality. 

Children of the wicked one; of Satan, though they be found among Christ’s visible followers. 

Verse 43
Righteous; the same as "the children of the kingdom," those who have believed and obeyed the gospel. 

Shine forth as the sun; be inexpressibly glorious in heaven. 

Ears to hear; let all who have ears hear and believe, and so act that they may escape the wailing of the wicked, and enjoy the glory of the righteous. 

Verse 44
Buyeth that field; that, by obtaining possession of the field, he may obtain possession of the treasure in it. He who rightly estimates the value of his soul, will make its salvation his chief concern, and give up whatever prevents his obtaining it. 

Verse 47
A net-cast into the sea; the sea is the world, and the net is the gospel with its ministers and ordinances. This parable has a close relation to that of the tares in the field. It shows the mixture of good and evil which will always exist in the visible church on earth. We should not be discouraged on account of the mixture of evil with good in God’s church; for it has always been so, and will be so to the end of time. 

Verse 48
It can be of no avail to any man to be a member of Christ’s visible church, unless he have also the character of a Christian. 

Verse 52
Every scribe; in allusion to the office of the Jewish scribes, which was to teach the law of Moses, Christ names those whom he calls to be teachers in the kingdom of heaven scribes. 

Instructed; trained and furnished as he should be. Ministers of the gospel should be always learning, not merely of men, but of God. They should also be habitually communicating, not merely what they learned years ago, but what they have lately learned, things new as well as old, that these truths may have in their own minds and the minds of others the freshness and beauty, the vigor and force of youth. 

Verse 54
His own country; Nazareth. Chap Matthew 2:23. 

Verse 55
Carpenter’s son; Joseph, his reputed father, was a carpenter. 

Verse 56
These things; wisdom to teach in such an interesting and instructive manner, and power to work miracles. 

Verse 57
Offended; at his humble birth and indigent circumstances. They were too proud to receive him as their teacher. 

In his own house; a man often has less influence with those among whom he spent his childhood than with others. To judge of persons by their wealth, or that of their relatives, or by any merely external distinctions, and not by their character and conduct, is evidence of a little mind, and of a proud heart. 

Verse 58
Unbelief; as they rejected him, and disbelieved his Messiahship, notwithstanding all his miracles, he left them and departed to another place. 

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
Herod the tetrarch; this was Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great who slew the children at Bethlehem. Chap Matthew 2:16. Tetrarch means the ruler of a fourth part, and was applied to him because he governed a part of his father’s kingdom. 

Verse 4
Not lawful; Herodias was the wife of Philip, Herod’s brother, by whom she had a daughter named Salome. Herod had put away his own wife, the daughter of Aretas king of Arabia Petraea, and had taken Herodias, though her husband was still living. 

Verse 5
Feared the multitude; he was afraid, should he put John to death, that they would rebel, and make him trouble; he therefore did not kill him, but put him in prison. Men are often disposed to commit crimes, from which they are restrained only by the fear of man, and other selfish considerations. This shows that their hearts are worse than their lives, and that they fear man more than God. 

Verse 6
Seasons of feasting and revelry are seasons of great danger; and when attended with dancing and profaneness, render persons peculiarly liable to be overcome by temptation, and to fall under the power of the destroyer. 

Verse 8
Instructed; her mother had told her what to ask. 

Charger; a large dish or platter. Continuance in known sin blunts, and finally obliterates the delicate perceptions, the tender sensibilities, and all the finer emotions of the human heart. It renders not only men, but women also, monsters of iniquity. 

Verse 9
Sorry; he knew it was wrong, and was afraid it would make him trouble. 

Them which sat with him; he was more afraid of them than of God. No oath can lay a man under obligations to do wrong. It is a sin to take such an oath, and it is an additional sin to fulfil it. The wicked, while they often lay claim to great courage, and sometimes show what in some respects resembles it, are at heart great cowards. They are afraid even of being called cowards by those whose praise would be a blot; and to avoid it, they will commit murder, and expose themselves to the endless wrath of God. 

Verse 10
Indulgence in one sin opens the way for and strongly tempts to the commission of others; and when men begin a course of iniquity, none but God knows where they will stop. 

Verse 15
Evening; the Jews reckoned two evenings, one of which commenced about three o’clock in the afternoon, and is the one here referred to; the other commenced about six o’clock, and is referred to in verse Matthew 14:23. 

Verse 19
Blessed; he praised the Lord for that provision, and asked him to bless them in the reception of it. Those who labor to save the souls of men should, as they have opportunity and ability, supply the wants of their bodies; and while they help men to the bread which perishes, it may prepare them to receive that which endureth unto everlasting life. 

Verse 20
Did all eat-were filled; besides the immediate act of mercy in feeding a vast multitude in the wilderness, this miracle was intended to have a deep symbolic meaning. By it Christ exhibited himself as "the bread of life." See the use which the Lord himself makes of it. John 6:27-58. 

Verse 23
Habitual communion with God, and daily retirement for this purpose, is essential to holiness of character, and to great usefulness among men. It is also a safeguard against temptation, and a good preparation for the best discharge of duty. 

Verse 25
Fourth watch; the Jews had four watches, or periods of the night. The first watch was from six to nine o’clock; the second, from nine to twelve; the third, from twelve to three; and the fourth, from three to six in the morning. 

Verse 26
It is a spirit; they thought it was a spirit or ghost, supposing that for a man with a real body to walk on the water was impossible. 

Verse 28
We must not be impatient, or needlessly expose ourselves to danger, even to be with Christ. If we do, he will show us that we lack faith; and that, had he not done better for us than we did for ourselves, we should have perished. 

Verse 29
He walked; upheld by the divine power of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 30
It is when our thoughts are turned away from Christ to the dangers around us, that we lose our courage. 

Verse 31
Doubt; why didst thou doubt my power to continue to support thee? 

Verse 32
The ship with the disciples in it, tossed all night by the waves, and detained by contrary winds, is an apt emblem of the church of Christ in the dark days of reproach and persecution. But the Saviour has his eye ever upon her, and when he comes to her help in the morning, her course will be calm and prosperous. 

Verse 33
Son of God; this was a public acknowledgment of him as the Messiah. 

Verse 34
Gennesaret; on the north-west side of the sea of Galilee. 

15 Chapter 15 

Verse 2
Tradition; traditions were laws or precepts of men, which they said had been handed down by word of mouth from past generations, and many of which were afterwards written. They were often treated as of more authority than the laws of God. The scribes were the interpreters of these traditions, and could thus control the minds of the people. One of those traditions required the hands to be always washed before taking food. The object of this washing was to remove any ceremonial defilement that might have been unwittingly contracted in the intercourse of life. Our Saviour disregards it as a superstitious punctiliousness not required by the law of Moses. The Bible, as a rule of faith and practice, is perfect; and human traditions, however sanctioned, or by whomsoever taught, that add to it, take from it, or in any way pervert its meaning, are sources of error. 

Verse 4
A reception of the Bible as the word of God, and a familiar acquaintance with its contents, is a great safeguard against false doctrines and vicious practices. Hence, the good of men, as well as the glory of God, requires its universal circulation among all classes of people. 

Verse 5
It is a gift; that is, has been consecrated as a gift to the Lord. If children should announce to their parents that they had devoted to religious uses what might otherwise have been given to their support, the scribes said they were released from obligation to assist them, however much they might suffer. Thus, under pretext of religion, they nullified the law of God through their traditions. 

Verse 6
Honor not; namely, by providing for them a comfortable support. 

Verse 8
Draweth nigh; they pretended to honor God with words and outward observances, while their hearts and practices were opposed to him. 

Verse 9
For doctrines; teaching as the commands of God what were merely the commands of men. 

Verse 11
Not that; not food which goeth into the mouth, as the Pharisees pretended, but wickedness in the heart, coming out in false doctrines and wicked conduct, defileth a man. 

Verse 13
Every plant; he means false teachers, such as these Pharisees, with their corrupt doctrines and practices. 

Shall be rooted up; God is continually rooting them out of his earthly church, as he did the Pharisees of old, by his providence cooperating with his word and Spirit; and in the world to come the separation shall be final and perfect. 

Verse 14
Let them alone; regard not what they say, and have nothing to do with them. 

Verse 15
When we do not clearly understand the Scriptures, we should ask God to teach us. And though he may see that a right use of our faculties would have removed our ignorance, yet, if we sincerely desire to know the truth, he will, in the proper use of means, instruct us, and make us wise to salvation. 

Verse 16
Without understanding; common sense, if rightly exercised, would teach, that not food in the mouth, but sin in the heart defileth a man. 

Verse 19
The teaching of God will lead a man to place less reliance upon external observances, and to look more to the state of his heart, in obedience to the command of Christ, "Make the tree good," in order that the fruit may be good. 

Verse 21
Coasts of Tyre and Sidon; Zidonia, or Phoenicia, on the Mediterranean coast north of Palestine. Of this country Sidon was the earlier, and Tyre the later emporium. 

Verse 22
Woman of Canaan; for the Zidonians were descended from Canaan, Genesis 10:15. By Mark 7:26, she is also called a Greek, as being a Gentile in her religion; and a Syrophoenician, as belonging to the Syrian Phoenicia, as distinguished from the Libyan Phoenicia of Africa. The Evangelists dwell on her gentile descent, because this was made prominent in our Lord’s answer to her. 

Verse 23
Send her away; by granting her request. 

Verse 24
I am not sent; the reference of our Lord is here to his personal ministry. See note on chap Matthew 10:6. In the Bible, and in the bestowment of his blessings in providence, God makes much of "due time." Men, even good men, are often in great haste. They would do things, if they could, much sooner than God does them; but they would not do them so well. 

Verse 26
Not meet; not suitable. 

Children’s bread; that which was designed for the Jews, called children. 

Dogs; Gentiles, by the Jews called dogs. This he said to lead the woman to show her true character, which she soon did in a very striking manner. 

Verse 27
Eat of the crumbs; as dogs, without robbing the children, eat the crumbs which fall from the table, so she thought she might receive this mercy without injury to any one; and she had the fullest confidence in his power thus to help her. 

Verse 28
God often delays answering our requests, as a trail of our faith and humility. When these have been brought into exercise, a gracious answer will speedily come. 

Verse 30
Maimed; such as had lost a limb, a hand, or foot. Restoring them, therefore, was an act of creative power. There is nothing men need which Jesus Christ cannot bestow. All should therefore wait upon him; and if not weary in doing his will, in due time they shall receive all needed good. 

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
Pharisees-Sadducees; opposite sects among the Jews. Chap Matthew 3:7. 

Tempting; trying him, in order to get something against him. 

Sign from heaven; some miracle in the skies besides those he had wrought upon the earth, and which they pretended would more clearly show his real character. 

Verse 3
Hypocrites; pretending to one thing, while they sought another. 

Signs of the times; these had been numerous and decisive. They were far more convincing than many on which they daily acted with regard to this life. The sceptre had departed from Judah, and the lawgiver from between his feet; that is, the government of the country had departed from the tribe of Judah, and was then in the hands of the Romans, which Jacob, in blessing his sons, said should not be till Shiloh, or the Messiah, should come. Genesis 49:10. John, the predicted messenger and forerunner of Christ, had come, chap Matthew 3:3; Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; Malachi 4:5; the Holy Ghost had descended from heaven visibly upon Jesus, and the Father had declared him to be his beloved Son, in whom he was well pleased. Chap Matthew 3:16-17. He had wrought many incontestable miracles, and many predictions and promises of the Old Testament concerning the Messiah had been fulfilled in him, proving, most abundantly and conclusively, that he was the Christ. Yet they rejected all, and pretended that they wanted more evidence that he was the Messiah; while what they really wanted was, to put him to death, lest, as the Messiah, the people should believe in him. Evidence which fully satisfies men, and on which they readily act, with regard to this world, often fails to satisfy them in religion. 

Verse 6
Leaven of the Pharisees; their doctrines, verse Matthew 15:12, in which is included also their spirit of hypocrisy and vain-glory. Compare Luke 12:1 

Verse 8
No displays of the power and love of Christ in times past, will of themselves lead his people rightly to trust in him for the future. In order to this, they must have his present teaching; and for this, as well as other things, they should pray "Give us this day our daily bread." 

Verse 17
Bar-jona; son of Jonah; bar; being a Syriac word for son. 

Flesh and blood; man. In order rightly to apprehend divine truth, and suitably to regard it, men must be taught it, not merely by their fellow-men, but by their Father in heaven. 

Verse 18
Thou art Peter; in the Greek, Petros, the same as Cephas-from the Aramaean, or Hebrew of our Lord’s day-and meaning, rock. 

And upon this rock; in the Greek, petra, that is, rock. The less usual form, Petros, differs from petra in taking the masculine form, because it is given to a man as his epithet. The words "upon this rock I will build my church," have been differently interpreted among Protestants. First, "upon this rock," that is, upon thee, Peter, with allusion to the name "rock," which Christ had given him upon his first interview with him, John 1:42. According to this interpretation, Peter is called a rock only in a lower sense, as an eminent instrument to be employed by Christ in building up his church, just as he is afterwards said to receive the keys of the kingdom of heaven in a lower sense; for in the high sense, Christ alone is the rock on which the church is built, and he alone has the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Isaiah 28:16; 1 Peter 2:6; 1 Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 2:20; Revelation 1:18; Revelation 3:7. Secondly, "upon this rock," that is, upon the confession thou hast just made of me; or rather, upon the great truth contained in that confession, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God". According to either of the above interpretations, Christ alone is the true foundation of the church. As it is written of him, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; he that believeth shall not make haste," Isaiah 28:16. The apostle Peter says same, 1 Peter 2:6. Paul also, in Ephesians 2:20, speaks of the church as "built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone." Thus, according to the prophet Isaiah and the apostles Peter and Paul, writing under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the foundation of the church, and of the hopes of all true believers, is, not Peter, or Paul, or any creature, but "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever." Gates of hell; the counsels of the powers of evil. The gates of cities were anciently the places in which deliberations were held and plans formed. 

Verse 19
The keys of the kingdom of heaven; keys are a symbol of power and authority. 

Bind-loose; the same gift is elsewhere bestowed on all the apostles and the disciples generally. Chap Matthew 18:18. The words of this verse may be understood, first, of the authority which Christ bestowed upon the inspired teachers and guides of his primitive church to settle all questions respecting her. For eminent examples of the exercise of this power, see the decisions concerning gentile converts, Acts 11:1-18; Acts 15:1-29. In this sense, the power ceased with inspiration. Secondly, the words may be understood of the common power conferred by Christ on his churches to regulate their own affairs, to administer discipline, and to admit to or exclude from their communion. In this sense this power continues in the visible church, and is valid so far as it is exercised in accordance with Christ’s word. Apostles, in making known the will of God, and recording it in words which the Holy Ghost taught them, and faithful ministers in proclaiming it, allow or condemn on earth what God allows or condemns in heaven. Churches, when they act in accordance with his truth, bind or loose, that is, allow or disallow on earth what will br bound or loosed, allowed or disallowed, in heaven. Chap Matthew 18:18. 

Verse 20
Tell no man; the time had not come to proclaim him publicly as the Messiah. He must first die for the sins of men, according to the Scriptures, and rise again for their justification. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4. The publication of the whole truth would at some times be very improper. It would prevent much good, and occasion much evil. Very much of a person’s usefulness on earth depends on his doing right things at the right time, and in the right way, as well as for the right end. 

Verse 21
To show; that is, plainly. Before this, he had only given obscure intimations of his approaching death. 

Verse 22
Rebuke him; this showed the self-sufficiency of Peter, his forwardness to express his opinion, and his liability to err. 

Shall not be; this was in direct opposition to what Christ had said should be, and what was essential to the salvation of men; showing that Peter was not infallible, but was often wrong. "As with a hammer of iron, Christ here crushes carnal prudence in Peter." We have infallible evidence of the fallibility of Peter, and that he was not, in character, conduct, or authority, above the other apostles. 

Verse 23
Get thee behind me; a similar expression to what Christ had before used with regard to Satan, the great adversary of God and man. 

Thou savorest not; thinkest not. Peter did not coincide in his views with God, but with men in opposition to God. God caused this evidence to be placed upon a permanent record, that all might know that such as exalt Peter above his fellow-apostles, in this savor not the things that be of God, but those that be of men, and expose themselves to the rebuke of the Saviour, "Get thee behind me." 

Verse 24
Come after me; follow my directions. 

Deny himself; abstain from all indulgences which stand in the way of duty. 

Take up his cross; resist the pleadings of carnal policy and appetite, and submit to whatever may be needful, in order to obey God. The life of disciples of Christ is one of self-denial. They must make sacrifices, and it is wise to do so, for it is the way to avoid the greatest loss and obtain the greatest gain. 

Verse 25
Whosoever will save his life-lose his life; whosoever shall save his temporal life by renouncing the Saviour, shall lose his eternal life; and whosoever shall lose his temporal life by following the Saviour, shall secure his eternal life. 

Verse 27
The Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father; the splendors of the godhead at the day of judgment, when those who have suffered for him on earth will reign with him in heaven. 

Verse 28
Not taste of death; not die. 

Coming in his kingdom; coming to set up, extend, and render efficacious his reign over his people on earth, in preparation for their everlasting reign with him in heaven. There seems to be here a special reference to the awful manifestation of his presence and power in the destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish state, by which was shadowed forth his final coming to judge the world. 

17 Chapter 17 

Verse 2
Transfigured; changed in his appearance. 

His raiment was white as light; resplendent as lightning. The three apostles were here favored with a glimpse of the future glory of the Saviour and his true followers, well calculated to strengthen their faith in passing through the trying scenes that were before them, and through them to strengthen the faith of all his disciples amid "the sufferings of this present time." Romans 8:18; Philippians 3:21; 1 John 3:2. The glory of the Saviour when on earth was veiled in him humanity; but on the Mount of Transfiguration it shone forth above the brightness of the sun; and as a full view of it, if continued, would unfit his people for their duties on earth, they must wait for this till they see him in heaven. 

Verse 3
Moses and Elias; the representatives of "the law and the prophets" here appear in glory, but subordinate to the Saviour. Thus the unity of the old and new dispensation is set forth, and also the supreme dignity of "Christ the Son of the living God." 

Verse 4
Tabernacles; a tabernacle was a temporary dwelling, covered usually with cloth or boughs of trees. Peter was so amazed and bewildered by the glory of the vision, that he knew not what he said. Mark 9:6; Luke 9:33. His plans were repeatedly in opposition to those of his Lord. 

Verse 5
A voice; the voice of God the Father, as in chap. Matthew 3:17, with the addition, "Hear ye him," attend to his instructions, and follow them. The delight of all parents in all children, from the foundation of the world to the end of time, if put together, would be infinitely less than the delight of the almighty Father in his beloved Son; and the way for men to glorify God is, to hearken to and honor the Son as they ought to honor the Father. John 5:23. 

Verse 9
The vision; what they had seen and heard. 

Verse 10
First come; come before the Messiah, since now he had appeared after him. They understood the prophecy, Malachi 3:1-4, literally, of the Elias who had been translated to heaven; but our Saviour teaches them that it was fulfilled in the person of John the Baptist, who came "in the spirit and power of Elias." Luke 1:17. It is not enough for us to know the words of Scripture; we must understand their meaning, and make a right application of it. In order to this, we should seek assistance from those whose opportunities for understanding the meaning of Scripture and its right application have exceeded ours. We should also compare one portion of Scripture with another, and especially we should apply to Jesus Christ for the teaching of his Spirit. 

Verse 11
Restore all things; set them in order, and bring them to a proper state for the coming of God as a Saviour. 

Verse 12
Listed; desired or pleased to do. 

Verse 15
Falleth into the fire; in the paroxysms of his disease, under the power of the evil spirit by which he was possessed. Ver Matthew 17:18, and Mark 9:17; Mark 9:25-26. The family relation, while it gives us many of our choicest comforts, occasions also many of our deepest sorrows. 

Verse 17
Suffer you; endure your perverseness and unbelief. 

Verse 18
Rebuked the devil; bade him depart. Mark 9:25. 

Verse 20
If ye have faith; the reference here is to that faith with which Christ, in the case of the apostles, connected the working of miracles. 

Nothing shall be impossible; no exercise of miraculous power, however great, that may be needful in the prosecution of your apostolic work. The spirit of this promise applies to all Christ’s servants in all ages. No hinderance to their work can be so great that faith cannot overcome it. Had men higher views of Christ, greater confidence in him, and more entire devotion to his service, they might receive much more good themselves, and be instrumental of much greater good to others. 

Verse 21
This kind; this kind of evil spirit. The words imply its great power and malice. 

Prayer and fasting; that faith which was necessary to work such a miracle, could not be obtained without much self-denial and prayer. 

Verse 23
Exceeding sorry; because he was to be treated in that way, not knowing that his death was necessary for the salvation of men. That which here on earth occasions the people of God the greatest distresses, when they come to see the reasons for it and the benefits of it, they will see to have been overruled for the promotion of their highest and most enduring joys. 

Verse 24
Tribute-money; paid yearly for the support of public worship and the service of the temple, amounting to half a shekel, or about twenty-five cents. 

Verse 25
Prevented him; spoke before Peter had said any thing. When the Bible was translated into English, to prevent meant to go before. persons Strangers; persons not belonging to the family, not the children of the king who received the tribute. 

Verse 26
Free; not expected to pay tribute. According to that rule, Christ, the Son of God, for the support of whose worship the money was paid would be free. 

Verse 27
A piece of money; in the original, a stater, of the value of a shekel, or about fifty cents, which would pay the tribute for both Christ and Peter. Duty sometimes calls us not to insist upon all our just rights, but to take a different course for the purpose of preventing a wrong construction being put upon our actions, and of doing greater good. 

18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1
Greatest; in that the kingdom on earth which they, in common with their countrymen, thought the Messiah would set up. Greatness in the view of men differs much from greatness in the sight of God. Men must give up seeking the one, in order to obtain the other. Among those who have right views of true greatness, there will never by any contention about it. 

Verse 2
A little child; this he did to correct their false notions about his kingdom, to show them that it was spiritual, and that spiritual excellence, not outward splendor or authority, constituted greatness in it. 

Verse 3
Converted; changed in their views and character. 

As little children; humble, docile, submissive, obedient. Many of the characteristics of little children afford important instruction to mankind. 

Verse 5
In my name; from love to me, and because he belongs to me. Jesus Christ takes a deep interest in even the least and feeblest of his people, and views what is done to them as done to himself. Chap. Matthew 25:40. 

Verse 7
Woe unto the world; great evils will come on the world through the offences which men will commit. 

Needs be, such is the wickedness of men, that they will lead others to commit sin. 

Verse 8-9
Hand-foot-eye; these represent our strongest earthly desires and our dearest earthly possessions. These must all be denied and renounced rather than that we, by sinning ourselves, should be occasions of sin to others. Compare chap. Matthew 5:29-30. However convenient or dear any thing may be, if it cause us to sin, it is better to do without it, than to have it and suffer the consequences. 

Verse 10
These little ones; these disciples of mine, who are little ones in character. See note on ver Matthew 18:3. The precept has reference to all Christ’s humble followers, but is more especially applicable to those who are poor and obscure. 

Their angels; who are sent forth to minister to them. Hebrews 1:14. 

Always behold the face of my Father; how dear, then, must they be to God, and how great the peril of those who offend them. As angels, who always have access to God and enjoy intimate communion with him, are not ashamed to minister to the poorest and most humble of his people, no human being should be. 

Verse 11
That which was lost; sinners. God and angels rejoice over their salvation. To illustrate this, he spoke a parable. 

Verse 13
Rejoiceth more; this was natural. So with God. He rejoices in the salvation of the wandering and exposed. Of course, all should labor for this end. One way in which they could do it, he proceeded to point out in ver. Matthew 18:15. 

Verse 14
The seeking and saving of those who are lost, and the bringing of them to the fold of the Redeemer, gives joy to angels and to God. 

Verse 15
Hear thee; if he is reclaimed. 

Gained thy brother; thou hast been instrumental in restoring him. The way to reclaim an offending brother is for some brother to go and converse with him alone. If this is not effectual, he is to take one or two more, and converse with him again. If that is not effectual, then it is their duty to communicate what has been done to the church. If, under their discipline, he will not reform, he is to be cut off. 

Verse 16
Not hear; if he persevere in the wrong. 

Established; fully proved. Deuteronomy 19:15. 

Verse 17
Neglect to hear them; if they cannot reclaim him. 

Heathen man; let him have no more connection with the church than you would allow to an open idolater. 

Verse 18
Ye shall bind-loose; that is, the disciples who constitute the church spoken of in the preceding verse. This, which had been before said to Peter, chap Matthew 16:19, is now said to the disciples generally, and it conferred as much power on them, as it did on him, and it promised as many blessings to them as it did to him. Whatever he or they should do in accordance with the directions of Christ, and in obedience to his will, would be ratified in heaven. This is true of the church and ministry of Christ in all ages. See note on chap. Matthew 16:19. 

Verse 19
Any thing; that is agreeable to his will. 

Verse 20
In my name; under my authority, and for the purpose of doing any thing connected with the advancement of my kingdom. 

In the midst; I am present with them, to hear and bless them. 

Verse 21
However numerous or aggravated are the offences of any brother, if he give evidence of penitence by confessing and forsaking his sins, all are bound to forgive him. 

Verse 22
Seventy times seven; we are not to limit our forgiveness to any definite number of offences, but to forgive as often as we are injured. 

Verse 23
The kingdom of heaven; the dealings of Christ with men in the end of the world and the day of judgment, which were to usher in the last and crowning stage of his mediatorial dispensation. See Matthew 3:2; 1 Corinthians 15:24, etc. 

Verse 24
Ten thousand talents; an immense sum, which he could never pay. 

Verse 25
To be sold; it was customary then for creditors to sell debtors and their families for a sufficient length of time to pay their debts. 

Verse 28
A hundred pence; a very small sum compared with ten thousand talents. 

Verse 34
Tormentors; those who had authority to examine and extort confessions by torture. 

Verse 35
Do also unto you; if we do not forgive others, God will not forgive us, but will punish us as we deserve. An unforgiving spirit is the spirit of perdition. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verse 1
Galilee; this was the poorest part of Palestine. Hence, Galilean was a term of reproach. 

Judea; this lay to the south; and between it and Galilee was Samaria. 

Beyond; on the east side of the Jordan. 

Verse 3
Tempting him; for the purpose of ensnaring him, in order to get him into difficulty. 

For every cause; whenever he chooses; as some of their teachers said that he might, and as they often did. 

Verse 4
Have ye not read; Genesis 1:27. In matters of religion, the appeal must be to the Bible; and an intimate acquaintance with it, and a cordial obedience to its laws, will give one a great advantage over his adversaries. 

Verse 5
Marriage is an institution of God; honorable in all, ministers of the gospel as well as others; sacred in its obligations; and unless these obligations are violated by one of the parties, not to be dissolved till death. 

Verse 6
One flesh; they are so united as to be no longer two, but one, each being a part of the other. Compare the apostle’s words: "He that loveth his wife loveth himself." Ephesians 5:28. Of course they ought to be one in views, affections, and interests; and for a man to break such a union as this by putting away his wife for every cause, is wrong. Thus the question of the Pharisees was answered. 

Verse 7
A writing of divorcement; Deuteronomy 24:1. 

Verse 8
Suffered; he did not direct it, or suffer it in any such sense as to imply that God approved of it, or that it was right. It was a civil regulation of a civil government, suffered for a time on account of the wickedness of men, and in order to prevent the greater evils which that wickedness would otherwise have occasioned. It was a regulation as to the mode of putting away; not to justify that wrong practice, but to lessen, in some measure, its evils. 

Not so; from the beginning, and in all its stages, this putting away "for every cause" of one’s wife was a violation of the will of God, as manifested in his works and his word. That God suffers the adoption, and for a time the continuance of practices, on account of the hardness of men’s hearts, is no evidence of the moral rectitude of those practices. Nor is the giving of directions about them, and the adoption of regulations to lessen their evils while they continue, any evidence that God approves of them. The practices may still be a violation of what has been the will of God from the beginning, and obedience to him may require them to be done away. 

Verse 9
I say unto you; I give you the right interpretation of the will of God in this matter. 

Fornication; here in the sense of adultery. 

Verse 10
If the case of the man be so with his wife; if a man, to obey God, must live all his life with one wife, provided she lives and is faithful, whether he is pleased with her or not, then it is not good for a man to marry. 

Verse 11
Cannot receive this saying; namely, that it is not good to marry. If all should, and act upon it, and not break any other command of God, the whole human race, when those now living are dead, would be extinct. Not to marry is contrary to the nature and wants of men, and to the will of God with regard to them. Genesis 1:28. 

It is given; some individuals are capable of living with comfort and usefulness in an unmarried state, and may lawfully think it not best for them to marry; and some may be called for a time to perform special services, or meet special dangers, where they could not properly provide for a family. Such a case was noticed by Paul, 1 Corinthians 7:1, and applied to some who lived in his day, on account of the then present distresses. Individuals, in some peculiar circumstances, may find it expedient and useful to take a course which, were it not for those circumstances, would be both inexpedient and hurtful; and the great body of mankind may be required by the plainest dictates of God’s word to take a different course. 

Verse 12
So born; as to be unfit for marriage. 

Of men; by the wickedness of men, for their own selfish and ungodly purposes. 

Kingdom of heaven’s sake; voluntarily abstaining from marriage in order to be more useful. 

Let him receive it; if a person is so situated as to be clearly an exception to what is applicable to ministers and men in general, and is disposed to live in an unmarried state because he believes that he can be more useful by so doing, let him so live; but let him cultivate the utmost purity of heart and life, and manifest it in all his conversation and conduct. 

Verse 13
Little children; so small that Jesus took them up in his arms, put his hands on them, and blessed them. 

Mark 10:16. Luke calls them infants. Luke 18:15. 

Rebuked them; the disciples thought them too young to occupy the attention of Christ, or to be benefited by being brought to him. 

Verse 14
Suffer little children; they have great need of me; they can be benefited by me; they are not beneath my notice, and I greatly delight in doing them good. 

Of such is the kingdom of heaven; see Matthew 18:3, and note. Jesus Christ feels an interest in little children, and approves of their being brought to him in faith, love, and prayer. All parents should feel this, and thus bring them to the Saviour. 

Verse 15
Laid his hands on them; in token of his blessing them. 

Verse 17
Why callest thou me good? this question is asked because the young man addressed him simply as a human teacher, not as divine. 

Verse 20
Have I kept; only in outward appearance, not in heart, as the sequel showed. A man may think he has always been good, and yet be entirely mistaken and totally unfit for heaven. He may sometimes feel uneasy, and be anxious to know what he must do to be saved; yet when told, he may not be willing to do it. 

Verse 21
Be perfect; have a character that is "perfect and entire, wanting nothing." The Saviour, by this command, lays his hand immediately upon the faulty spot in his character, and points it out to him. 

Verse 22
Sorrowful; by this he showed that he was not prepared for heaven. He loved his riches more than he loved his neighbor or God. 

Verse 23
Hardly enter; it is with great difficulty that he can enter. 

Verse 26
All things; God could make even a rich man humble, believing, and obedient, though men could not do it. It is possible for a rich man to go to heaven; but he will be much less likely to go there, than if he were not rich. Those, therefore, who are making it their chief object to be rich, are taking a course which tends for ever to destroy them. 

Verse 28
In the regeneration; the reference here is not to the regeneration of the soul, for which the Greek commonly uses a different word, but to the time when God shall make all things new by bringing in the new heaven and new earth. 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1; Revelation 21:5. 

Sit upon twelve thrones; as assessors with Christ. 

Judging the twelve tribes of Israel; not authoritatively, for the final sentence belongs to Christ alone, but cooperating with him in his decisions. See note on 1 Corinthians 6:2. The world shall be acquitted or condemned according to the doctrines the appostles were inspired to preach. 

Verse 29
A hundred-fold; shall receive vastly more real good in this world than all which he renounces for the sake of Christ, and in the world to come shall receive eternal life. For all the sacrifices which persons make from love to Christ and his cause, they will be graciously and abundantly rewarded, both in this world and in the world to come. 

Verse 30
First-last; see Matthew 20:16. 

20 Chapter 20 

Verse 1
The kingdom of heaven; its comparative duties and rewards, as proclaimed in the judgment-day and inherited in heaven. See Matthew 3:2 

Verse 2
A penny; about fourteen cents. The proper compensation, at that time, for a day’s labor. 

Verse 3
Third hour; nine o’clock in the morning. 

Verse 4
Till men begin to labor for Christ, they are, as to the great business of life, idle. They are doing nothing which will in the end promote their good. 

Verse 5
Sixth and ninth hour; noon and three o’clock in the afternoon. 

Verse 6
Eleventh hour; five o’clock in the afternoon. 

Verse 13
No wrong; he gave them all that he agreed to, and all that justice and equity required. 

Verse 15
Lawful; right, proper. 

What I will; what I see to be best. 

Evil; envious of others who receive as a free gift more than they can claim as their due. In the bestowment of his unmerited favors, Christ has a perfect right to do as he sees best. His doing this injures no one, and promotes the good of many. If any complain, they complain of infinite goodness under the guidance of infinite wisdom, and thus show that they are evil. 

Verse 16
First; in privileges, and in their own estimation. 

Last; in the reception of the gifts of distinguishing grace. God distinguishes men by his favors as he sees best; not without wise and good reasons, but those reasons cannot always be seen by men. The above-mentioned truths were illustrated by the time of calling into his kingdom the Jews and the Gentiles, and his treatment of them; and they are continually illustrated in the dispensations of his providence and grace towards nations and families as well as individuals. 

Called; to enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Chosen; to enjoy its highest gracious benefits. Many who in this world are first in privileges, and are in many respects above others, will, in the world to come, be far below them. 

Verse 18
Betrayed; Matthew 26:49. 

Chief priests-scribes; ecclesiastical rulers. Matthew 26:47. 

Verse 19
Gentiles; the Romans, who were then the civil rulers of Judea, and who alone had authority to put an accused person to death. 

Verse 20
Zebedee’s children; James and John. 

Verse 21
Sit-on thy right hand; be thy chief officers. 

In thy kingdom; thinking it would be an earthly kingdom. Parents often manifest much pride and ignorance in seeking worldly distinctions for their children, and Christ is wise and good in denying them those distinctions; for the attainment of them might for ever exclude them from true greatness and honor in his heavenly kingdom. 

Verse 22
Ye know not; they did not understand the nature of his kingdom, and what they must do and suffer to be first in it. 

The cup-the baptism; the cup is that of suffering; Matthew 26:39, etc. The baptism is his bloody death. The two together denote all the sufferings, inward and outward, through which our Lord’s path to glory lay. 

We are able; in this they knew not what they said. 

Verse 23
Ye shall drink; ye shall follow me in my sufferings. 

Not mine to give; except to those for whom it is prepared. Ambition in the disciples of Christ, and thirst for worldly glory, liken them to men of the world, not to Jesus Christ, and are evidence that disappointments and sufferings await them. 

Verse 24
The ten; the other apostles were offended that some should seek to be placed above the rest. 

Verse 26
No be so; in the kingdom of Christ: none of his ministers were to exercise civil power or authority over the rest. 

Great among you; to be truly great in his kingdom one must minister, as he has opportunity and ability, to the wants of others. Humility, and a disposition to serve others in the supply of their wants and the promotion of their highest good, are marks of true greatness in the kingdom of Christ, and especially among his ministers. 

Verse 27
Chief; first in true spiritual worth. 

Your servant; most active in administering to the good of his fellow-disciples. 

Verse 28
No to be ministered unto; his great object was, not to be assisted by others, but to assist them, and give his life for their redemption. 

Verse 29
Jericho; a city about eight miles west of the Jordan, and twenty north-east of Jerusalem. 

Verse 31
Rebuked them; commanded them to be silent. 

Cried the more; more loudly and earnestly, lest they should fail of the blessing. Christ kindly regards the sufferings of the distressed, and is pleased when they apply to him for help, believing that he is able and willing to bestow it. None who feel their need of his mercy, and desire to receive it, need fail of his grace. 

21 Chapter 21 

Verse 1
Bethphage; a village on the south-east side of the mount of Olives, which was a hill about two miles east of Jerusalem, beyond the valley of Jehoshaphat. Through this valley ran the brook Cedron, or Kidron. 

Verse 3
Say aught; say any thing against your taking them. 

Verse 4
By the prophet; Zechariah 9:9. The prophecies of the Old Testament concerning the Messiah were all fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, thus proving with absolute certainty that he was the Christ. 

Verse 5
Daughter of Zion; a poetic personification of Zion, which was that part of Jerusalem where David and the kings after him dwelt. It represents Jerusalem and its inhabitants. 

Behold, thy King cometh; this prophecy was universally understood of the Messiah; and thus Jesus openly claimed to be the one predicted by it. 

Sitting upon an ass; the common beast of the Israelitish rulers in ancient times, Judges 5:10; Judges 10:4; and moreover a beast of peace, in contrast with the horse, which was specially employed in war. 

An ass, and a colt; Jesus rode upon the colt, Mark 11:7; John 12:14; the mother of the colt accompanying. Hence they are spoken of together by the evangelist. 

Verse 8
Spread their garments; this was a royal honor, after the custom of the times. 

Verse 9
Hosanna; Save now. An expression of joy, invoking blessings on him as the Messiah. 

Hosanna in the highest; let our hosannas on earth be responded to and ratified in the highest heavens. 

Verse 12
Bought in the temple; the outer court of it, called the court of the Gentiles. 

Money-changers; those who exchanged the current coin of the day for the Israelitish half-shekel which was paid yearly for the support of the temple service. See note on Matthew 17:24. For this they received a premium; and they were, moreover, often dishonest in their exactions. 

Sold doves; for the offerings in the temple. Leviticus 14:22; Luke 2:24. Those who imitate Christ will manifest great zeal for God, and labor to remove all evils connected with his worship. The Bible will be their standard, and by it they will seek to regulate their own conduct and that of their fellow-men. 

Verse 13
Written; Isaiah 56:7. 

Verse 16
Read, Psalms 8:2. The quotation was from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament, where the words "ordained strength" in the Hebrew, are translated "perfected praise." The conversion of children to the Saviour is foretold in the Scriptures. We ought therefore to seek and expect it, and when it takes place, to rejoice in it as a new evidence of the truth of the Bible and of the Messiahship of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 17
Bethany; a village on the east side of the mount of Olives, adjoining Bethphage. 

Verse 19
Let no fruit grow on thee hence-forward; the cursing of the fig-tree was a symbolical act designed to shadow forth the awful end of nations, communities, and individuals, that fail to bring forth fruit to God’s praise. Compare Luke 13:6-9. In order to be accepted by Christ, it is not enough to have the leaves of an outward profession, or even the appearance of great fruitfulness; we must bear fruit. If we do not, we are exposed to his withering curse. 

Verse 21
Have faith; the faith of miracles, which was given to the apostles, and by which they were enabled to work miracles in the name of Jesus. 

It shall be done; even the most difficult things, which are proper, shall be done. The spirit of this promise belongs to all God’s servants in all ages. See note on Matthew 17:20. 

Verse 22
Believing; with the faith of miracles granted to them, and under the special teaching of the Holy Ghost, by which they could discern whether a thing was or was not according to the will of God. If they saw that it was not, they would not ask it, or believe that they should receive it. If they saw that it was, and did ask, believing, they would receive it, though it should be as difficult as the removal into the sea of mount Olivet, over which they were then passing. 

Verse 23
These things; which he had been accomplishing at the temple and in other places. The authority of God, clearly and conclusively given, will not satisfy all, especially with regard to what they dislike. If a person have not their authority, or that of those with whom they associate, they will reject him, though he give unanswerable evidence of being sent of God. 

Verse 25
The baptism of John; his ministration and teaching. 

Why did ye not then believe him? when he testified of me as the Messiah. 

Verse 26
Many fear the people more than they fear God. It is often so with rulers: and truths which they reject, the common people receive gladly. The common people, the working people, should not be forbidden to read the word of God, and to think and judge for themselves; and when they learn what the truth of God is, they should not be hindered from obeying it. 

Verse 28
Think ye; judge ye of what I am going to say in the following parable. 

The first; this represented the openly immoral and vicious, who publicly refused to obey God, such as publicans and harlots. 

Go work; this represented what God requires of men. 

Verse 30
The second; this represented the scribes and Pharisees, who professed to obey God, and yet did not, but opposed him. 

Verse 31
Openly wicked men are sometimes brought to repentance and salvation sooner than those who have been externally moral and professed a high regard for sacred things. Thus, those who appeared for a time to be first, are in reality last; and those who appeared to be last, are first. 

Verse 32
Way of righteousness; the right way; the way of God’s appointment. 

Believed him; though they had before refused to obey God, yet afterwards, under the preaching of John, they repented and obeyed him. 

Ye; the scribes and Pharisees repented not, and in what they had said condemned themselves. 

Verse 33
Householder; this was designed to represent Jehovah. 

Husbandmen; the Jewish nation. 

Verse 34
His servants; the prophets and teachers of religion among the Jews, who called upon them to render to God his due. 

Verse 35
Beat one; this represented their treatment of his prophets. 

Verse 37
His son; the Lord Jesus Christ, who was then addressing them, and whom they would kill. 

Verse 39
Slew him; Matthew 27:35. 

Verse 40
The lord; the owner of all things. 

Those husbandmen; the Jews. 

Verse 41
Other husbandmen; the blessings which they received and abused he would give to others. The greater the privileges of men, if they do not improve them, the greater will be their guilt; and without repentance and pardon, through faith in the Redeemer, the more awful will be their ruin. 

Verse 42
In the scriptures; Psalms 118:22-23. This was a prophecy of the truths and events represented in the parable, which were about to be fulfilled in the crucifixion of Christ, the casting off of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles into the church of God. 

The stone; the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The builders; the Jews, and especially their leaders, the scribes and Pharisees. 

Verse 43
You; Jews. 

A nation; the Gentiles. 

Verse 44
This stone; Jesus Christ. Whosoever should stumble at his lowly appearance, or the matter and manner of his teaching, would greatly suffer. 

It shall fall; those who against light should continue to oppose him, and on whom his righteous indignation should fall, would be destroyed with an awful destruction. 

Verse 46
Sought to lay hands on him; for the purpose of destroying him, as the Scriptures, and as he in this parable, had foretold that they would. 

22 Chapter 22 

Verse 2
Kingdom of heaven; the Messiah’s reign in the gospel dispensation, and the lot in the judgmentday, both of those who receive and those who reject it. See Matthew 3:2. 

A marriage; a feast at the marriage of his son. This represented the blessings of the gospel. The provisions of God for the happiness of men are most abundant and free, and his invitations to them to come and receive according to their wants, are most urgent and sincere. 

Verse 3
His servants; those ministers of his who were first sent to invite the Jews to embrace the Messiah. 

Would not come; representing their rejection of him and his salvation. 

Verse 4
Other servants; other ministers, whom he afterwards sent. 

Verse 6
Entreated them spitefully-slew them; this represents the treatment which the apostles and other ministers of the gospel received from the Jews. 

Verse 7
Destroyed, those murderers; representing the destruction of Jerusalem, as foretold by our Lord. Luke 21:6-24. Though men have the power and the disposition, yet they have no right to reject the invitations of God, or to stay away from him and perish. It is a great dishonor to him, as well as a great wrong to themselves. 

Verse 9
Highways; representing the offering of the gospel to the Gentiles and people of all descriptions. 

Verse 11
Wedding-garment; it was customary for the man who made a wedding-feast, to provide wedding-garments for those whom he invited. If they would not come, or if they did come, but would not put on the wedding-garment, it was a great dishonor to the master of the feast. By this incident of the parable, our Lord shows that an outward acceptance of his gospel is not enough. We may join ourselves to the number of his visible followers; but if our souls have not the wedding-garment of faith, love, and holiness, we shall be cast out. A time is coming when God will examine into every man’s character, and when those who have trusted to their own righteousness, without submission to or acceptance of the righteousness of Christ, will, with hypocrites and the openly vicious, be cast into outer darkness, where is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Verse 12
Speechless; knowing that he was inexcusable. 

Verse 13
Outer darkness; the darkness without the illuminated banqueting hall. The banqueting hall represents heaven with its joys; the outer darkness, hell with its anguish. 

Verse 14
Called; invited to receive the blessings of the gospel. 

Chosen; by accepting its provisions to enjoy its benefits. None would accept the gracious invitations of the gospel, and be for ever blessed, if God had not from the beginning chosen them to salvation, through the sanctification of the Spirit and the belief of the truth. While those who reject Christ and are lost owe their destruction wholly to themselves, those who are saved are indebted for salvation to the riches of grace. 

Verse 16
Herodians; they held that it was lawful to pay tribute to Cesar, or to the Romans, who had conquered and governed Judea. The Pharisees held that it was not, but was contrary to the divine law. Deuteronomy 17:15. Wicked men for evil purposes sometimes make great professions of respect to preachers of the gospel, and pretend to have an earnest desire to know the truth; yet when the truth is exhibited, as revealed by God, they reject it; thus showing that their real character was not that of sincere inquirers, but of objectors and hypocrites. 

Verse 17
Tell us; settle the question so much disputed among us. 

Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cesar, or not? if he should say it was not lawful, they meant to accuse him to the civil authority as an enemy to the Romans; if he should say it was lawful, they meant to accuse him to the people as opposed to the law of God. 

Verse 18
Perceived; he saw their hearts, their motives, as plainly as he did their faces. 

Verse 19
Tribute-money; the Roman coin in which the civil taxes were paid. 

Verse 21
Cesar’s; this showed that as they were under his government, and enjoyed its protection, they ought to assist in supporting it; while, at the same time, they ought to obey God. 

Verse 22
Marvelled; they were astonished at his wisdom in escaping their snare. Neither could accuse him, for he had maintained the rights of the government and the rights of God. 

Verse 23
No resurrection; of the body after death. They denied any existence of the soul after death, and consequently any reunion of soul and body in a future resurrection. 

Verse 24
Seed; children, who should be called after his brother, that no family in Israel might become extinct. 

Verse 28
Whose wife; they thought the resurrection absurd, and that this difficulty would prove its absurdity. The difficulties which men bring forward, in order to show that doctrines revealed in the Bible are false, are often difficulties of their own making, and spring from ignorance of the Scriptures, not from these doctrines as God has revealed them. 

Verse 29
The doctrines of the immortality of the soul and of the resurrection of the body were both taught in the Old Testament; as was also the obligation of men to love God with all the heart, and their neighbors as themselves. By Christ these truths were revealed with greater clearness, but the great requirements of both Testaments are substantially the same. 

Verse 31
Toughing the resurrection; in proof from the Bible of the resurrection. 

Have ye not read, Exodus 3:6; Exodus 3:15. The manner in which God spoke of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, showed they were still alive, in opposition to the doctrine of the Sadducees. And as Jehovah was then the God of their living souls, he would in due time raise their bodies incorruptible and immortal. 

Verse 33
Astonished; to witness his acquaintance with the scriptures, and the wisdom and justice of his application of them. 

Verse 35
A lawyer; an expounder and teacher of the divine law. 

Verse 36
In the law; the law of God. 

Verse 37
Jesus said; Deuteronomy 6:5. 

Verse 38
First; in importance, as it requires the duties we owe to God, which are the foundation of all true goodness. 

Verse 39
The second; Leviticus 19:18; requiring the duties we owe to men. 

Verse 40
These two; they comprehend the substance of all that is required in the Old Testament scriptures. 

Verse 42
The Bible, received as all given by inspiration of God, presents insuperable difficulties to those who reject the divinity of Christ, or consider him as possessing but one nature. They cannot rightly explain many things which, to those who embrace the truth, are perfectly plain. 

Verse 43
In spirit; speaking under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Psalms 110:1. 

Verse 44
Right hand; as sharing with me the throne of heaven. 

Thy footstool; till thou set thy feet upon thine enemies, as utterly vanquished. 

Verse 45
How; how is Christ both David’s Lord and son? 

Verse 46
No man was able; the reason was, they did not rightly understand his character. If they had understood it, they could have answered. As man, he was David’s son; and as God, he was his Lord. 

23 Chapter 23 

Verse 2
Sit in Moses’ seat; they are the expounders and teachers of the law of Moses. Men may hold their first place as rulers and teachers in the visible church, and yet have no true religion, and they may show this by their conduct. But wicked examples, whoever may set them, should not be followed. 

Verse 3
Observe and do; so far as they teach according to the laws of God; but beyond that, Do not ye after their works; do not imitate their example. 

Verse 4
Heavy burdens; grievous and troublesome ceremonies and observances which they required. They rigidly expounded certain parts of the divine law as binding on the people, while they themselves, secretly or openly, claimed a release from them. 

Verse 5
Phylacteries; slips of parchment worn about their persons, on which were written some divine precepts. The Pharisees made them broader than others, to intimate that they were more holy. For the same purpose they enlarged the borders or fringes which Moses had commanded them to wear on their garments. Numbers 15:38. 

Verse 6
Uppermost rooms; most honorable places at the table. The Jews of our Lord’s day took their meals reclining on couches, which were arranged on three sides of a central table. In assigning the guests to their "rooms," or places, strict attention was paid to rank. Compare Luke 14:7-11. 

Verse 7
Rabbi; master. 

Verse 8
Brethren; equally children of God, and fellow-heirs of Christ; no one of you having authority to control the faith and practice of the rest. 

Verse 9
Call no man your father; as having authority over your faith and practice. In matters of religion and conscience, ministers of the gospel cannot bow to mere human authority without giving to men what belongs only to God; and men who, on the ground of such authority, claim to be fathers and masters to their brethren, directing them what to believe and do, are antichrists, denying in practice the prerogatives of both the Father and the Son. 

Verse 10
Masters; as leaders and controllers of Christ’s ministers and people. 

Verse 11
Servant; greatness in Christ’s kingdom consists not in outward authority over others, but in the abundance of our labors and sacrifices for the welfare of our brethren. The greatest in the kingdom of Christ are those who most love him and their fellow-men, and are most ready to honor the one and do good to the other. 

Verse 13
Shut up the kingdom of heaven; by your false interpretations of the law, and your opposition to me, its true expounder. 

Neither go in; they would not embrace Christ themselves, nor, if they could prevent it, would they suffer others to do it. The wickedness of the heart is so great, that it may lead men not only to reject Christ, but to make great efforts to induce others to reject him, and thus shut both themselves and others out of heaven. 

Verse 14
Devour widows’ houses; rob them of their estates. 

Therefore; on account of their hypocrisy. 

Greater damnation; more awful punishment. 

Verse 15
Compass sea and land; make all sorts of efforts. 

Proselyte; convert to their religion. 

More the child of hell; more wicked. 

Verse 16
Debtor; under obligation to keep his oath. Blind guides tamper with the conscience, make imaginary and futile distinctions between the guilt of different sins, passing over some lightly as if they were venial, or granting indulgences to commit them, and treating others no more wicked as deadly, while in all, self and sin are at the bottom; and those who lead, and those who follow, if they continue, will perish. 

Verse 18
Guilty; if he does not fulfill his oath. 

Verse 23
Pay tithe; devote a tenth part to the service of the temple. 

Mint and anise and cummin; herbs of small value. 

Weightier; more important. 

Judgment, mercy, and faith; justice to all, compassion to the needy, and piety towards God. To do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with God, is a better evidence of true religion than all merely external observances; and scrupulous attention to little things, with neglect of great ones, is an indication that men are deceivers, or deceived. 

Verse 24
Strain at a gnat; strain the liquid which you drink at the presence of a gnat in it, lest you should be made unclean by swallowing it. They reckoned the gnat among the unclean creeping things. Leviticus 11:20; Leviticus 11:23 The reader will notice that the camel was also an unclean animal. The meaning therefore is, that they were very scrupulous about little things, while, without scruple, they committed great sins. 

Verse 27
Whited sepulchres; sepulchres newly whitewashed, according to the custom of the country at certain periods. 

Verse 29
Garnish; beautify; adorn; as if they had great regard for good men. 

Verse 31
Witness-children of them which killed the prophets; by calling the murderers of the prophets "our fathers," they acknowledged themselves to be their literal children; and by imitating them in their deeds, they proved themselves their children in character. 

Verse 32
Measure; the measure of their sins till wrath should come upon them. 

Verse 34
Prophets; his apostles and other teachers of his religion. Acts 5:17; Acts 5:40; Acts 7:59. The most awful denunciations of divine wrath against the wicked are perfectly consistent with the greatest kindness, the most tender compassions, and the most earnest desire that they should turn from their sins and live. 

Verse 35
All the righteous blood shed upon the earth; they were about to murder the Son of God, and in so doing, to set as it were their seal and sanction to all the murders of good men before them. They would therefore be treated accordingly. 

Zacharias, son of Barachias; it is not certainly known to whom the Saviour refers. A probable opinion is, that Zechariah the son of Jehoiada is meant. See 2 Chronicles 24:20-22. According to the arrangement of the Jewish canon, which puts the two books of Chronicles last, Abel is the first righteous man whose murder is recorded, and this Zechariah the last. Some think that Barachiah was another name borne by Jehoiada; others, that the reading should be Jehoiada instead of Barachias. 

Verse 36
These things; the punishments due to their sins. 

Verse 37
The reason why men are not saved is not that Christ is not able and willing to save them, nor that they are not under obligation to be saved, but that they will not come to him, or comply with the needful terms of salvation. Of course, if they perish, they will be their own destroyers, and the guilt will rest for ever on themselves. 

Verse 38
Your house; their temple, which was soon after burned by the Romans, and remains desolate to this day. 

Verse 39
Shall not see me hence forth; our Lord was now closing his personal ministry on earth. After his resurrection he showed himself not to all the people, but to chosen witnesses. Acts 10:41. They should never again enjoy his presence, till they were ready to receive him as their Messiah. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verse 1
In the prophecy of this chapter, there is a double reference: first, to the destruction of the temple, and as connected with this the overthrow of the Jewish state and nation; secondly, to the end of the world. Both these events are included in the question of the disciples, Matthew 24:3, who seem to have connected them as inseparable from each other. The providential coming of the Son of man to destroy the city and temple, which was to be fulfilled before that generation had passed away, shadows forth, therefore, his more awful and majestic personal coming at "the end of the world." So far as the outward form of the prophecy is concerned, the first part is more occupied with the nearer event; the later, with the more distant. But it was not our Lord’s purpose to reveal distinctly the separation of the two by a vast interval of time. The signs of the approaching catastrophy-wars, famine, pestilence, earthquakes, persecution, false prophets, etc.-were all fulfilled, as the history of these times shows, in respect to its nearer fulfilment in the destruction of Jerusalem. Another fulfilment remains for the last days. The darkening of the sun, moon, and stars, Matthew 24:29, was fulfilled symbolically at the overthrow of the Jewish temple and city, this being a well-known emblem of revolutions and the fall of nations. See note on Isaiah 13:10, and the references. But it shall be literally fulfilled when heaven and earth shall pass away. 

The temple; this temple was built by the Jews after their return from the Babylonish captivity, and greatly enlarged and beautified by Herod. 

Verse 2
Thrown down; expressive of the utter destruction which took place about forty years after. 

Verse 3
It is a great privilege to be permitted to apply to Christ for instruction; for he can give us what we need, and in the best time and way. 

Verse 5
False teachers abound in all ages, and seek in various ways to draw away disciples after them. We should not believe every spirit, but try the spirits whether they be of God. 1 John 4:1. In order to do this, all should study the Scriptures, and compare what they hear with the word of God. 

Verse 9
My name’s sake; on account of their attachment to him. The hatred of men to Jesus Christ often shows itself in hatred to his people; and the manner in which men treat them, shows how, were he embodied and dwelling among men, they would treat him. 

Verse 10
Offended; let to forsake him, and apostatize from his religion. 

Verse 13
Endure; continue to obey Christ, notwithstanding all opposition. The sure and decisive test of friendship to Christ, in distinction from all counterfeits, is love to his character shown by perservering obedience to his commands. 

Verse 14
All the world; all the countries then known. 

Verse 15
The abomination of desolation; commonly understood of the eagles of the Roman standards, regarded as objects of idolatrous worship. 

Stand in the holy place; encamped about Jerusalem. 

Whoso readeth; Daniel 9:27; Daniel 12:11. 

Let him understand; that the destruction foretold by the prophet Daniel more than five hundred years before, is now about to be accomplished. 

Verse 16
Flee into the mountains; to save themselves, and prevent their being taken by the Romans. 

Verse 17
House-top; the tops of houses were then made flat, and persons often sat, walked, prayed, took their meals, and spent their nights upon them. 

To take any thing; but flee by the shortest way, and in the quickest manner. 

Verse 19
Woe; on account of the increased difficulty of fleeing. 

Verse 20
Winter-sabbath-day; because it would then be more difficult to escape. God’s arrangements for the future are not so fixed that it is improper for us to pray that we may be favored in escaping from evils, and obtaining needed good. But while we pray, we must act; for in answering prayer, God encourages action, not idleness-the discharge of duty, not the neglect of it. 

Verse 21
Then shall be great tribulation; great distress. It is stated that eleven hundred thousand were slain, and in the neighborhood two hundred and fifty thousand more. Ninety-seven thousand were sold into perpetual bondage, and multitudes perished by famine, pestilence, and cruel treatment. 

Verse 22
Those days; days of distress. 

No flesh be saved; all the covenant people would perish. 

Elect’s sake; those whom God had chosen to be his people. God orders the dispensations of providence and the manifestations of grace with special reference to his people; and in such a manner as shall secure their salvation. 

Verse 24
If it were possible; this implied that it was not possible. 

Verse 26
He is in the desert; that is, the Messiah is there. 

Verse 27
So shall-the coming of the Son of man be; it shall be so public that all must see it. 

Verse 28
Wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be; wherever the Jews are, the Romans will be upon them, as eagles are upon their prey; the eagle being the ordinary standard of the Roman armies. 

Verse 29
Shall the sun be darkened; on the twofold reference of these words, see the introductory note to the chapter. From this point onward the form of the prophecy has more immediate reference to Christ’s final coming, yet not so as to exclude its earlier fulfilment. The language which Christ used to describe his coming in his providence to separate the righteous from the wicked at the destruction of Jerusalem, and the end of the Jewish commonwealth, was designed and strikingly adapted to carry our minds forward to his coming at the end of the world, when before him shall be gathered all nations, and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats. Chap Matthew 25:32. 

Verse 30
The sign of the Son of man in heaven; the sign of his speedy coming. 

Shall see the Son of man; fulfilled in a lower figurative sense when Christ came providentially to destroy the Jewish city and nation: to be fulfilled in the highest sense at his final personal coming. The same is true of the gathering together of his elect, mentioned in the following verse. 

Verse 34
This generation shall not pass-be fulfilled; that is, in the nearer event foretold. See the introductory note to the chapter. 

Verse 36
That day; the day of "The coming of the Son of man," ver Matthew 24:37; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2 Timothy 1:18. Christ did not tell them when it would be, and none but God know. He warned them to be prepared for it, and to be always ready. 

Verse 37
Noe; the Greek method of spelling Noah. Genesis 7:1. 

Verse 40
Taken; and saved as a follower of Christ. 

Left; to perish through unbelief and rejection of him. 

Verse 42
Ye know not; this was true with regard to the destruction of Jerusalem. It is also true with regard to each one’s death; and it will be true with regard to the day of judgment. The day of our death, and of our being called to judgment, though known to God, is not revealed to us, that we may always be found in the path of duty, and thus, through grace, be prepared for those great events which are certain and near. 

Verse 44
Ready; for the coming of your Lord, in whatever way. 

Verse 45
Made ruler; given him the care of providing for his family. 

Verse 51
Cut him asunder; the reference is to the punishment of cutting or sawing asunder. The meaning is, he shall punish him with awful severity. 

25 Chapter 25 

Verse 1
Then; at the time when the Son of man shall come, as foretold in the preceding chapter. The object of this parable is to show that as we do not know when Christ will come, we should so live as to be always ready. Its highest reference is to his final personal coming; but this does not exclude lower references, as that of his particular coming to each individual at death. 

To meet the bridegroom; when he went, according to the custom of the age and country, to fetch home his bride by night. Men of very different characters here live together, make similar outward professions, and join in the same employments; but at death the difference between them will be manifest and great. 

Verse 3
They that were foolish-took no oil with them; so that the flame of their lamps could not hold out. These correspond to those "sown on stony ground," who "endure but for a time." Mark 4:16-17. 

Verse 4
Took oil; to feed their lamps. These agree with those "sown on good ground," who "bring forth fruit with patience." Mark 4:20, Luke 8:15. 

Verse 8
Gone out; more literally, going out, for want of oil to recruit them. This shows the consternation of those who are not ready to meet Christ at his coming. It is not safe to rely on outward professions as evidence of piety, nor upon any thing which does not imply supreme love to God and real good-will to men. 

Verse 9
Not so; no believer can furnish grace for his fellow-men. This comes only from God. 

Verse 10
The bridegroom came; representing Christ as coming before the wicked are ready. 

The door was shut; all opportunity of preparing to meet Christ ceases at death. 

Verse 12
I know you not; as my friends. 

Verse 13
Watch therefore; this was the practical application which Christ made of the parable. 

Verse 14
The kingdom of heaven; the object of this parable was to show, that as all our blessings come from God, we are accountable to him, and should so use them as to meet his approbation. 

Verse 15
His several ability; representing the various gifts which God bestows on different individuals. All our blessings we receive from God, and to him we are justly accountable for the use of them. He does not give the same to all, and he requires only according to what a man hath. Of course, no one will be condemned for not having received more. 

Verse 16
Traded with the same; showing the good improvement he made of what had been given him. 

Verse 18
Hid his lord’s money; where he would have no trouble in taking care of it, while he ought to have traded with it for his lord’s profit. This shows that a failure to improve our opportunities to do good is a heinous sin which Christ will severely punish. 

Verse 19
The lord of those servants; Jesus Christ. 

Verse 20
Those who employ the blessings which God bestows in his service and to his glory, will have their blessings greatly increased. 

Verse 21
Make thee ruler over many things; advance thee to a higher station in my service. The principle here stated is perpetually illustrated in Christ’s dealings with his servants in this world, but will have its highest fulfilment at the resurrection of the just. 

Verse 23
Good and faithful servant; he receives the same reward as the servant to whom five talents had been entrusted; because it is not the amount of talents given, but the faithful use of them, that Christ regards. 

Verse 24
Not strewed; not scattered seed. This showed that he had no love to his lord, no disposition to honor him, or even to be just towards him. 

Verse 26
Thou knewest; this may be taken as an argument out of the servant’s own mouth: Didst thou know? Then thou oughtest, etc. 

Verse 27
Exchangers; answering nearly to our brokers or bankers. They were persons who dealt in money. 

Usury; interest. Lawful and proper increase was the meaning of this word when our translation of the Bible was made, not unlawful interest, as it means now. 

Verse 28
Take therefore; as he would not rightly use what he had, he could no longer have it. Those who refuse to employ what God gives them in his service and to his glory, will soon have all their blessings removed, and no more will be given to them for ever. 

Verse 29
Every one that hath; a disposition to rightly use the blessings which God gives, is a preparation for more and greater blessings. 

That hath not; he that hath not this disposition, when God calls him to account, will be deprived of all blessings, and for his unfaithfulness will be punished as he deserves. 

Verse 31
Come in his glory; at the day of judgment. 

Verse 32
Separate them; according to their character. 

Verse 33
Sheep; the righteous. 

Goats; the wicked. 

Verse 34
The kingdom; of endless, heavenly glory. 

Verse 37
When saw we thee; humility astonished at high honor put on poor services. 

Verse 40
Have done it unto me; expressive of the intimate and endearing union of Christ and his people. Jesus Christ considers himself to be treated by men as they treat his known disciples. And from the manner in which we treat them, we may learn the manner in which we treat him. 

Verse 45
Ye did not to me; men who neglect the wants of Christ’s people, neglect him. 

Verse 46
Everlasting; this is the same word in the original which in the next line is translated eternal, and means the same thing, endless duration. The day of judgment will be one of surpassing interest. The amazing contrast between the appearance of Christ, as he discoursed to his disciples on the mount of Olives, and his appearance when he comes in his glory and the glory of his Father, with his mighty angels-when before him are gathered all nations, and he separates them one from another, saying to one class, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom"; and to the other, "Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire," and they go away to meet him no more-will be such as we can now but faintly conceive. The clearness with which Christ makes known what will be the future state of the righteous and the wicked, and the liability of all to be at any time fixed in heaven or hell for eternity, should lead each one, without delay, to prepare to obtain the one and escape the other. 

26 Chapter 26 

Verse 1
These sayings; his discourse to his disciples contained in the two preceding chapters, in answer to their inquiries. Matthew 24:3. 

Verse 2
After two days is the feast of the passover; this was a feast of the Jews, kept annually from the 15th to the 21st of their month Abib, answering in part to our April, in commomoration of God’s passing over the houses of the Israelites, and not entering in to slay their first-born, when he slew the first-born of the Egyptians. Exodus 12:1-30. 

The Son of man is betrayed to be crucified; as our Lord Jesus was the true sacrifice prefigured by the paschal lamb, it was proper that he, the great Antitype, should die at the passover, when the lamb that typified him was slain. 

Verse 3
No advantages will of themselves overcome the opposition of the human heart to Jesus Christ; and rulers are often more wicked than the people, seeking by subtlety and deceit to effect that which they cannot or dare not openly accomplish. 

Verse 6
In Bethany; this was six days before the passover. John 12:1. The evangelist therefore goes back a little in his narrative. 

Verse 7
There came unto him a woman, Mary, the sister of Lazarus whom Jesus had raised from the dead John 12:3. 

Alabaster; a kind of stone carved into ornamental and costly boxes, or vases, especially for perfumes. 

Ointment; perfumes, liquid or more solid. 

Sat at meat; reclined on a couch, as the custom then was at meals, leaning on the left elbow. 

Verse 8
When his disciples saw it-To what purpose is this waste? in John 12:4, Judas Iscariot is named as the author of this remark, which seems to have been seconded by some of Jesus’ disciples. Compare Mark 14:4. The part taken by Judas in this transaction may have been the reason why it is related here in immediate connection with his treachery. That which is employed in expressions of love to Christ by his sincere and devoted followers, is often thought by others to be wasted and lost. But in the view of Christ it is well used, and he will see that it receives a gracious and an honorable reward. 

Verse 10
She hath wrought a good work; she had expressed her sincere and ardent love to her Saviour. 

Verse 12
For my burial; it was customary to anoint the body, or embalm it with spices and ointment, preparatory to burial. So he says this might be considered as preparatory to his burial. 

Verse 13
A memorial of her; in remembrance of what she had done. 

Verse 15
Thirty pieces of silver; that is, thirty shekels, the sum at which a servant’s life was estimated. Exodus 21:32. It was about fifteen dollars. 

Verse 17
Unleavened bread; this was a term applied to the passover, because during that feast they used what was not leavened, or fermented. 

The passover; the paschal lamb slain on that occasion. 

Verse 18
The city; Jerusalem. 

My time; his time to eat the passover and to close his life was near. 

Verse 19
Made ready the passover; prepared the lamb and other things, according to the appointment of God. Exodus 12:3-17. 

Verse 24
Goeth; to death, the death of the cross. 

Written; Psalms 22:1; Psalms 41:9; Isaiah 53:4-9; Daniel 9:26-27. 

Good for that man; on account of the endless woe which his sins would bring upon him. 

Verse 25
Thou hast said; this was equivalent to saying, "Yes, it is you." 

Verse 26
This is my body; the emblem, or representation of my body. As it is said of God, Deuteronomy 32:4. "He is the Rock"; not literally a rock, but in some respects like one-firm, stable, and unchanging. So, Genesis 41:26, "The seven good kine are seven years"; not literally, but they represent seven years. So, John 15:5, "I am the vine, ye are the branches"; not literally, but represented or illustrated by the vine and its branches. So with the declaration, "This is my body." Christ did not design to teach his disciples that he was then breaking his own body, and that they were then eating it. His body was alive and unbroken: the disciples knew that what they ate was bread, not flesh. Besides, Matthew does not say that Jesus took his body and broke it, and said, Take, eat: but he took bread, and brake it: and it was bread: and "This is my body" means, it represents my body. The literal meaning of the words of the Bible is not always the true meaning. For instance Christ said, "Ye must be born again," John 3:7; meaning, not that a man must enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, but that he must experience a change in his moral and religious character, called passing from death unto life. John 5:24. So, when he said, "Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you," John 6:53, the Jews, understanding it literally, said, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" Taking it literally, no wonder they thought it strange. He therefore let them know that he did not mean that they must literally eat his flesh; and that, should they do it, it would profit them nothing. The words that I speak unto you, saith he, are spirit and life. They have a spiritual, and not a literal, carnal meaning; they are designed to convey a knowledge of spiritual truths, the right understanding and due reception of which will promote the spiritual life of men. 

Verse 29
Will not drink henceforth-drink it new with you; he means to say, "The time for my drinking with you the literal fruit of the vine is over; the kingdom of God is about to be established"- this was by his propitiatory death, resurrection, assension, and the outpouring of his Spirit-"henceforth I will drink with you the spiritual new wine of the gospel"-new because it belongs to a new dispensation-"in my Father’s kingdom." This was fulfilled to the apostles in a special sense, in the extraordinary measure of Christ’s presence and Spirit bestowed upon them as his earthly instruments in establishing his kingdom. Compare Luke 22:29-30. It is fulfilled to all believers in a lower sense, in the communion they have with Christ in his earthly church; and it shall have a perfect fulfilment to all his true disciples in his heavenly kingdom. 

Verse 31
Offended; made to stumble. The word is here, as elsewhere in the New Testament, applied to the life and conduct. How the disciples should be offended appears in the course of the narrative; they should be led to forsake him, and in one case to deny him. 

It is written; Zechariah 13:7. 

The Shepherd; Christ. 

The sheep; his disciples. Seasons of intimate and endearing communion with Christ may be followed by seasons of great and peculiar trial. It is a great blessing that Christ is acquainted beforehand with all our trials, and can in the best way provide for them; so that they shall in the end not injure us, but promote our benefit. 

Verse 32
Into Galilee; Matthew 28:7. 

Verse 34
Deny me; Matthew 26:74. 

Verse 35
Though I should die; his meaning was, that he would not deny Christ even to save his own life. Persons may seem to be very courageous in time of safety, and be great cowards in time of danger. When a good man thinks highly of himself, and is confident in his own strength, he is preparing for a downfall; and if he does not lose his soul, he will have reason to be grateful. 

Verse 36
Gethsemane; a garden, or retired spot, on the west side of the mount of Olives, not far from the brook Cedron. 

Verse 37
Two sons of Zebedee; James and John. The same that were with him on the mount of transfiguration. Chap Matthew 17:1-2. 

Very heavy; exceedingly depressed. 

Verse 38
Even unto death; with death-like sorrow, inexpressible anguish. 

Verse 39
This cup; the anguish he was enduring and was to endure. 

Verse 40
Unto Peter; who had just before been so strong in his professions of fidelity to his Master. 

Verse 41
That ye enter not into temptation; that is, so as to be overcome by it; for the hour of the Saviour’s suffering was also to be that of the fiery trial of his disciples. Compare Luke 22:31. 

The spirit; "the inward man." This was animiated by sincere love towards the Saviour. 

The flesh; used here to denote all that weakness of fallen nature which makes it liable to be overcome by temptation. 

Verse 42
The sufferings of Jesus Christ, when he bore our sins in his own body on the tree, and tasted death for every man, were inexpressibly great. The Father said, "Awake, O sword, against my Shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow: smite the Shepherd." Zechariah 13:7. His soul was made "an offering for sin," and as such it "pleased the Lord to bruise him" and "put him to grief." Isaiah 53:10. 

Verse 45
Sleep on-take your rest; see note to Mark 14:41. 

Verse 51
One of them; Peter. 

Verse 53
0. Legion of devils. Matthew 8:28-34; Matthew 26:53. 

Verse 54
Scriptures; Psalms 22:1; Psalms 22:18; Isaiah 53:3-10; Daniel 9:24-26; Zechariah 13:7. 

It must be; in order to fulfil the scriptures, and finish the work of redemption. 

Verse 56
Forsook him; this was what Jesus meant by their being offended, and what he had foretold in verse Matthew 26:31. 

Verse 58
Afar off; on account of his fear of danger. 

See the end; the end of the trial, and its results. 

Verse 60
Found none; they found none that agreed in their testimony, or that could make out an accusation that had even the appearance of weight. 

Verse 61
Destroy the temple of God; this was false, both in the words used and in the meaning which they put upon them; he spoke of his body, and of rising again in three days. John 2:19-22. 

Verse 63
I adjure thee; he thus put him under oath to answer truly. 

Verse 64
Thou hast said; said the truth, I am the Christ. 

Sitting-coming; this was claiming divine power and honor. 

Verse 65
Rent his clothes; as a token of great indignation. 

Blasphemy; in claiming to be the Messiah, the Son of God, and the judge of men. 

Verse 66
Guilty of death; of a crime which deserves death. Leviticus 24:16. 

Verse 68
Prophesy; they had previously covered his face, Mark 14:65, and in derision of the omniscience which he claimed, they called upon him to designate the persons who smote him. 

Verse 70
I know not; I do not understand what you mean. No past privileges or attainments can be relied on for future or even present support. God must give us day by day our daily supply of wisdom, goodness, and strength, or we shall have none. "Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe"; guide me, and I shall go in the right way. 

Verse 73
Thy speech; thy peculiar manner of speaking. 

Betrayeth thee; showeth thee to be a Galilean. 

Verse 74
Curse; imprecate God’s curse if he uttered falsehood. 

Swear; declare with an oath. 

Verse 75
The word of Jesus; verse Matthew 26:34. 

Wept bitterly; on account of his sin, in denying his Lord. If a good man sin he will repent, mourn bitterly over his transgressions, and turn from them unto God. He has an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. One look from Him will lead the penitent disciple to loathe himself, and to admire, adore, and trust in the Redeemer. His life will be holy; his death safe, if not peaceful and triumphant; and his eternity blessed. 

27 Chapter 27 

Verse 1
Put him to death; he had professed to be the Christ, and said that hereafter they should see him coming in the clouds of heaven. This they said was blasphemy, and for it they condemned him to die. 

Verse 2
Pilate; the Roman governor. As the Jews had no authority to put any one to death, it was needful, in order to accomplish their design, that the Roman governor should condemn him. They brought him to Pilate for this purpose; and Christ had foretold that the Gentiles, to whom Pilate belonged, would put him to death. Matthew 20:19. 

Verse 3
Repented himself; he knew that Jesus was innocent, and yet he had been instrumental in delivering him to his murderers. He was therefore tormented by a conviction of his guilt. The evil of committing known sin is greater than sinners imagine; while the pleasure which they derive from it is less, and is nothing compared with the pain which it will give them. The commission of one sin not only opens the door and prepares the way for the commission of others, but leads to consequences which the sinner little imagines, and the contemplation of which fills him with horror. A deep conviction of sin, and the most pungent distress on account of it, full confession of guilt, and readiness to return the wages of iniquity, may all exist without true repentance, without any love to God and holiness, or any preparation for heaven. 

Verse 4
What is that to us? the language of men hardened in wickedness, and determined to execute their murderous purpose. Tempters to iniquity are hard-hearted and cruel; they will get men into trouble, but will not relieve them. They are of their father the devil, and like him they will tempt men to sin, and then torment them on account of it. 

Verse 5
There are two kinds of sorrow on account of sin. One is in view of its having been committed against God: this is godly sorrow, which worketh repentance unto salvation, and needeth not to be repented of. The other is sorrow on account of the evil to which sin exposes the sinner, and is wholly selfish. This is the sorrow of the world, which worketh death. 2 Corinthians 7:10. The sorrow of Peter exemplified the one, and that of Judas the other. 

Verse 6
Treasury; the place where the offerings or contributions of the people were kept. Hypocrites and formalists are sometimes exceedingly scrupulous about little things, while they commit the greatest and most aggravated transgressions without hesitation, and without remorse. While practising the grossest deception, and even killing the friends of God, they profess to be doing him service. 

Verse 7
Potter’s field; a place where earthen-ware had been made. 

Strangers; those who came from other countries, and died at Jerusalem. 

Verse 8
This day; the time when Matthew wrote his gospel, perhaps thirty years after the events here recorded. 

Verse 9
Jeremy; Jeremiah. The event here referred to is not mentioned in Jeremiah, but in Zechariah 11:12-13. The name Jeremiah in several ancient translations and manuscripts is not mentioned, and it reads, that which was spoken by the prophet. 

Verse 12
Slander and abuse, reviling and persecution may sometimes be best met by silence: and perfection of character requires such a control over one’s own spirit as to be able not to speak, when it is manifest that no good will result from it. 

Verse 18
Envy; the uneasiness they felt in witnessing his increasing influence among the people. The indulgence of envy is a great sin. 

Verse 19
Nothing to do with that just man; do nothing against him, or towards condemning him. 

Verse 24
All efforts of unrighteous magistrates to screen themselves from guilt in knowingly condemning the innocent or acquitting the guilty, will be fruitless. They may deceive themselves and their fellow-men, but they cannot deceive God. He will hold them responsible; and the measures they take to hide their guilt will only increase their wickedness, and aggravate their condemnation. It is a fearful thing to incur the guilt of blood. When unrighteously shed, it rises to heaven for vengeance. Pilate was stripped of his authority, and died in exile, it is said by his own hand. The state of the Jews for eighteen hundred years shows that the guilt of shedding the blood of Christ was awful, and that God is just. 

Verse 25
His blood be on us; we will bear the blame of his crucifixion: if divine judgments come, let them come on us and our children. 

Verse 26
Scourged Jesus; according to the custom of scourging one condemned to die before his execution. 

Verse 28
Scarlet robe; in mockery of his claim to be the king of the Jews; for a purple or scarlet robe was the ensign of sovereignty. 

Verse 29
A reed; in mockery, as a sceptre. 

Verse 32
Cyrene; a city in the northern part of Africa. 

Bear his cross; at first the cross had been laid on Jesus, according to the custom of compelling malefactors to carry their own cross to the place of execution. 

Verse 33
A place called Golgotha; without the city. Hebrews 13:12. Golgotha means a skull; but why the place bore this name is not agreed. 

Verse 34
Vinegar-mingled with gall; Mark names "wine mingled with myrrh," an intensely bitter substance. Though it may have been intended as a stupefying draught, it still belonged to the process of a bloody, ignominious, and agonizing death. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy in Psalms 69:21. In persecuting the Saviour, accusing and condemning him; in giving him vinegar and gall to drink, parting his garments among them and casting lots on his vesture, and never ceasing to afflict him till he gave up the ghost, all concerned were free and accountable; and though doing it with wicked hands and wicked hearts, they were fulfilling the predictions of God, and thus proving that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Verse 35
Casting lots; to determine which soldier should have the garment. Psalms 22:18. 

Verse 36
Watched him; this was customary, to see that none should come and take down those who were crucified till it was ordered. 

Verse 38
Two thieves; thus he was numbered with the transgressors, according to Isaiah 53:12. 

Verse 40
Destroyed the temple; their false accusation, Matthew 26:61; John 2:19-21. 

Verse 42
King of Israel; the Messiah. 

Verse 44
Cast the same in his teeth; they upbraided him in the same way. 

Verse 45
Sixth hour; twelve o’clock noon. 

Ninth hour; three o’clock in the afternoon. 

Verse 46
Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani; a phrase in the Chaldaic language, as then spoken in Judea, explained in the last part of the verse. Psalms 22:1. 

Verse 50
Yielded up the ghost; gave up his life. Jesus Christ retained his life and endured his agony till he had finished the work which God gave him to do. He suffered all that was needful in order to become the author of eternal salvation to all who believe on him. He then voluntarily gave up his life. 

Verse 51
Veil of the temple; which separated the most holy place from the other parts of the temple. By this was signified that now the way into God’s presence was opened by the blood of Christ. Hebrews 9:7-8; Hebrews 10:19-20. The rending veil of the temple, the quaking earth, the bursting rocks, the opening graves, and the rising dead, all testified to the greatness of the event of the Saviour’s death; and heaven and earth seemed to sympathize with their expiring Lord. 

Verse 52
Which slept; who were dead. 

Arose; not now, but, as is added in the next verse, after his resurrection. These were the earnest of the general resurrection at the last day. The whole transaction was designed to show that through the resurrection of Christ his disciples shall also attain to a glorious resurrection. 

Verse 53
The holy city; Jerusalem. 

Verse 54
Centurion; the Roman officer in command on that occasion. 

This was the Son of God; as he had professed to be. The object of God in suffering the wickedness of men, is totally different from theirs in committing it. They mean it for evil, and it is evil, and they are evil in committing it; and without repentance and forgiveness, they will be for ever punished as evil-doers. But God means to overrule it, and he will overrule it for good. In all that he suffers to be done, as well as in all that he does himself, he is good. Joseph, Mordecai, Daniel and his three friends, and Christ and his disciples, are all striking illustrations of this great and momentous truth. Chap. Matthew 28:18; Genesis 50:20; Esther 7:10; Daniel 3:20; Daniel 3:30; Daniel 6:16; Daniel 6:28. 

Verse 57
The even; evening-some time after three o’clock. Sometimes there are friends of Christ among the rich, and in circumstances where we should least expect them. They may be associated with the wicked, and yet through grace be kept from being partakers of their sins. On the other hand there may be hypocrites, and the basest of men, connected with the people of God. It is not wise or safe to judge of bodies of men by certain individuals who belong to them-to approve or condemn the whole on account of the character and conduct of a part. 

Verse 60
His own new tomb; thus Christ according to prophecy, was "with the rich in his death." Isaiah 53:9. 

Verse 62
Day of the preparation; for keeping the passover. Men cannot by any efforts thwart the purposes of God. A man’s heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps. Proverbs 16:9. There are many devices in a man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand. Proverbs 19:21. 

Verse 64
Until the third day; this shows what was then meant by three days, or three days and three nights, which Jesus said he should be in the heart of the earth, or the grave. Matthew 12:40. 

The last error; that of taking him away, and then pretending that he was risen from the dead. This they said would be worse than his pretending to be the Messiah. 

Verse 65
A watch; soldiers to watch his grave. 

Verse 66
Sealing the stone; so that no one could open the sepulchre without breaking the seal. All the efforts of the Jews to show that Jesus Christ was guilty only tended more clearly to show, and more strikingly to illustrate, his innocence and their own guilt; and all their efforts after he was dead to prevent his resurrection, only tended more clearly to demonstrate that he had risen. So God taketh the wise in their own craftiness, and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. Job 5:13. 

28 Chapter 28 

Verse 1
In the end of the Sabbath; after the Sabbath. 

As it began to dawn; at break of day. 

The other Mary; Mary the wife of Cleophas, and mother of James the less, or younger, and Joses. The other James was the son of Zebedee, and brother of John. 

Verse 2
There was; there had been before the arrival of the women. 

Verse 4
No soldiers are so intrepid, but that a single angel can cause them to quake with fear, and become as dead men. He can even strike dead a hundred and eighty-five thousand in a night. Isaiah 37:36. 

Verse 5
The angels of the Lord excel in strength, and whether for judgment or mercy, they do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Psalms 103:20. Safe then amidst all their trials are his people, to whom angels are ministering spirits, sent forth by him to minister to the heirs of salvation. Hebrews 1:14. 

Verse 6
The Lord; of angels as well as men. The evidence is conclusive, that while Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, on the third day he rose again for our justification according to the Scriptures. Romans 4:25. 

Verse 9
Held him by the feet; fell at his feet and embraced them. 

And worshipped him; John 5:23. Matthew 28:17. While no holy man or angel ever suffered himself to be worshipped, Christ received divine worship, and never said any thing against it, nor has God the Father, or the Holy Spirit. On the contrary, it is the distinguishing trait of true believers, that they invoke his name, and serve the Lord Christ. Acts 9:14, Colossians 3:24. In doing this, they follow the direction, chapter Matthew 4:10, "Worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve"; and the direction, Hebrews 1:6, "Let all the angels of God worship him." 

Verse 10
My brethren; his disciples. He still calls them brethren, though in the hour of his distress they had deserted him. 

Verse 11
The watch; the soldiers who had been appointed to watch the sepulchre, and see that his disciples did not come and steal him away. 

Verse 12
Taken counsel; in what way they could prevent the knowledge of his resurrection, and thus keep the people from receiving him as the Messiah. 

Verse 13
The Jews did not deny the resurrection of Christ for want of evidence to prove it, nor did they hire the soldiers to tell a lie because they believed it or could substantiate it; but only to keep the people from knowing the truth. False teachers are afraid to trust the people with the means of knowledge, or to have them become acquainted with facts. They do not wish to have them examine, think, and judge for themselves, but to have them leave this to their teachers, who wish thus to rule over them. 

Verse 14
Persuade him; not to punish them for sleeping on duty, which by the Roman law was death. 

Verse 15
This saying; that the disciples came by night and stole him away. 

Until this day; the time when Matthew wrote this gospel. 

Verse 17
Worshipped him; as the Son of God and the Saviour of men. 

Some doubted; whether his resurrection was real. 

Verse 18
All power; power is here used in the sense of authority. 

Is given unto me; as mediator, God and man. As Christ has authority over all, and power to direct and govern all, they who put their trust in him will be for ever safe. 

Verse 19
Teach; disciple all nations; proclaim to them the gospel, for the purpose of persuading them to become my disciples. 

The Father-the Son, and-the Holy Ghost; the one only living and true God. The making of all nations the disciples of Christ should be the great object of all. Some should labor for it in one way, and some in another, as the Lord shall call them. But all should strive together that the Scriptures may be translated into every tongue, and the gospel be preached to every creature. 

Verse 20
I am with you; in this work, to guide, comfort, sanctify, and sustain you; to render you successful in awakening the attention of men, convincing them of sin, and turning them from darkness to light, and from the power of sin unto God. I will be with you and all who succeed you in preaching the gospel, to the end of time. 

Amen; so let it be and so it shall be. Amen. Christ, with his divine presence and aid, will be with his people in doing his will, to the end of time; and after having inclined and enabled them to serve him and their generation according to the will of God, will receive them to himself, that where he is they also may be, to behold his glory, the glory which he had with the Father before the world was. John 17:24. 

