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Are You A Disciple Of Jesus?
     "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing

     them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

     Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have

     commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of

     the age."
INTRODUCTION
1. The above statement was made by Jesus to His apostles shortly before

   He ascended to heaven - Mt 28:18-20
2. Commonly called "The Great Commission," notice the main thought of

   Jesus' command...

   a. "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations..."

   b. To "make disciples," therefore, is the GOAL of evangelizing the

      world for Christ

3. Are you a disciple of Jesus?

   a. More than likely you believe in Jesus...

   b. You might even be one to attend church services regularly

   -- But is that what it means to be His disciple?

4. The purpose in this study is to make clear what is involved in

   being a true disciple of Jesus Christ

[To begin, let's define the word "disciple"...]

I. THE DEFINITION OF A DISCIPLE
   A. THE WORD "DISCIPLE"...
      1. The word "disciple" literally means A LEARNER

      2. According to Vine's Expository Dictionary Of New Testament

         Words, it denotes "one who follows another's teaching"

      3. But a disciple was not only a learner, he was also AN ADHERENT

      4. For this reason disciples were spoken of as IMITATORS of their

         teachers.

   B. THE GOAL IN BEING A DISCIPLE...
      1. Stated by Jesus himself:  to be like the teacher - Lk 6:40
      2. To be Christ's disciple, then, is to strive to be like Him!

      3. According to the apostle Paul, this coincides with God's goal

         in the redemption of mankind, that they be conformed to the

         image of His Son - Ro 8:29
[Do you have a strong desire to follow Jesus and become like Him?

Unless you do, it cannot be said that you are truly His disciple!

There are also some "identifying marks" of discipleship given by Jesus

which can help us to further identify a true disciple of Jesus...]

II. THE MARKS OF A DISCIPLE
   A. A DISCIPLE IS "ONE WHO ABIDES IN JESUS' WORDS" - Jn 8:31
      1. This would imply being a diligent student of the teachings of

         Christ

      2. It also requires one to be a "doer" of the Word - Mt 7:21-27;

         Ja 1:21-25
      3. In view of this, a true disciple would not...

         a. Fail to study the Bible diligently

         b. Willingly refrain from opportunities to study with others

            (e.g., Bible classes, church services, gospel meetings).

   B. A DISCIPLE IS ALSO "ONE WHO LOVES THE BRETHREN" - Jn 13:34-35
      1. With a love patterned after the love of Jesus ("as I have

         loved you")

      2. With a love that is visible to the world ("by this all will

         know")

      3. Therefore, a true disciple would...

         a. Make every effort to get to know his brethren

         b. Take advantage of occasions to encourage and grow closer to

            them (e.g., attending services on Sunday and Wednesday

            nights)

      4. Remember, a disciple is one who wants to become like his

         teacher 

         a. Was Jesus willing to sacrifice time and effort for His

            brethren?

         b. Of course, and so will we... IF we are truly HIS disciples!

   C. A DISCIPLE IS "ONE WHO BEARS MUCH FRUIT" - Jn 15:8
      1. Notice the word "much" (also found in verse 5)

         a. Jesus is not talking about an occasional good deed

         b. But a lifestyle which prompts people to glorify God!

            - Mt 5:16
      2. This is so important, that failure to bear much fruit will

         result in being severed from Christ - Jn 15:1-2
      3. How can one be a disciple if he or she is cut off from Christ?

[The point should be clear:  to be a disciple of Jesus Christ means 

more that just a casual church member.  It requires COMMITMENT, 

especially in regards to:

                    The teachings of Christ 

                    The love of brethren 

                    Bearing fruit to the glory of God
The kind of commitment involved is seen further when we consider the 

"high cost" of discipleship demanded by Jesus in Lk 14:25-33...]

III. THE COST OF BEING A DISCIPLE
   A. JESUS MUST COME FIRST - Lk 14:26
      1. Before anyone else, including members of our own family 

         - Mt 10:34-37
      2. Even before one's own self - Lk 9:23-25
   B. WE MUST BE WILLING TO SUFFER FOR CHRIST - Lk 14:27
      1. Trying to live godly lives in an ungodly world, we may find

         that following Christ sometimes involves ridicule and

         persecution - 2 Ti 3:12
      2. Even if we are blessed to escape such things, we must still be

         willing to expend time and effort in promoting the cause of

         Christ in positive ways

   C. PUTTING IT SIMPLY, WE MUST FORSAKE ALL TO FOLLOW CHRIST 

      - Lk 14:33
      1. In other words, Jesus must be KING and LORD of our lives

      2. Nothing can take precedent over Him and His Will for us

[This kind of "high cost" of discipleship demanded by Jesus caused 

many people to turn away from following Him.  But Jesus wasn't trying

to attract large crowds, He wanted disciples!

Is the COST worth it?  I believe so, for consider some of the REWARDS

of discipleship...]

IV. THE REWARDS OF BEING A DISCIPLE
   A. THERE IS THE PROMISE OF "FUTURE BLESSINGS"...
      1. We shall be saved from the wrath of God which is yet to come

         upon the world for its sins - Ro 5:9
      2. We can look forward with joyful anticipation of eternity with

         God, free from sorrow, pain and death - Re 21:1-8
   B. THERE ARE ALSO "PRESENT BLESSINGS"...
      1. Jesus offers a PEACE the world cannot give to calm the

         troubled heart - Jn 14:27
      2. His words inspire JOY to lift our spirits out of any

         depression - Jn 15:11
      3. He also offers to those who follow Him the ABIDING LOVE OF

         GOD, which can cast out fear - Jn 15:9; 1 Jn 4:18
      4. And he makes it possible for us to be members of THE FAMILY OF

         GOD, which is able if need be to replace our physical family

         - Mk 10:28-30
[There are many other blessings we could mention that are enjoyed by

disciples of Jesus; but these suffice to demonstrate that though 

discipleship is costly, the rewards far exceed the cost!

Now that we understand the nature of discipleship, its cost and 

rewards, I hope that we want to be true disciples of Jesus Christ.  

But how does one begin?

For the answer we return to our beginning text - Mt 28:19-20...]

V. THE BEGINNING OF A DISCIPLE
   A. ACCORDING TO JESUS, IT INVOLVES BAPTISM - Mt 28:19
      1. Why baptism?

         a. Remember the goal of discipleship:  to be like Jesus

         b. He was holy and sinless, yet we are to be like Him

         c. Fortunately, baptism is described as an act of faith which

            puts us in contact with the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ

            so we can be forgiven - Ac 2:38; 22:16; Ro 6:3-4
         d. It is also the means by which one "puts on Christ" 

            - Ga 3:27
         -- SO BAPTISM IS THE LOGICAL STARTING PLACE FOR TRUE

            DISCIPLESHIP!

      2. But what is baptism?

         a. It is an act of submission which must be preceded by faith

            in Jesus and repentance for our sins - Ac 2:36-38; 8:36-37
            1) This precludes infant baptism

            2) For infants are incapable of believing and repenting

         b. It is also an act of submission which involves a burial in

            water, in which one then rises to walk in newness of life

            through the power of God - Ac 8:38; Ro 6:3-4; Co 2:12
            1) This precludes sprinkling or pouring as a mode of

               baptism

            2) For neither of these involve a "burial" nor an immersion

               (which is the meaning of the Greek word "baptidzo")

         c. When done according to the Word of God, baptism then

            becomes an act of faith on our part which results in a

            wonderful working of God in our lives!

            1) Our sins are washed away by the blood of Jesus 

               - Ac 22:16; Ep 5:25-27
            2) We are "regenerated" and "renewed" by the Spirit of God

               so we can now live for God! - Ti 3:5-6
            3) It is truly a "rebirth" involving both water and the

               Spirit - Jn 3:5
   B. BUT BAPTISM IS ONLY THE BEGINNING, TEACHING AND OBEDIENCE MUST

      FOLLOW - Mt 28:20
      1. This brings us back to the very definition of discipleship

      2. For Jesus clearly states:

         a. We are to be TAUGHT (that is, to be LEARNERS)

         b. We are to OBSERVE (that is, to be ADHERENTS or DOERS)

      3. In this way we embark on a life devoted to learning and doing

         all that Jesus has commanded us to do

CONCLUSION
1. Only those scripturally baptized and demonstrating the "marks" of

   discipleship, despite the "costs," can truly be called disciples of

   Jesus!

2. Only they can realistically look forward to the "rewards" of

   discipleship, and take consolation in the promise of Jesus:

     "and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age"

                                                     - Mt 28:20
If you are a disciple of Jesus Christ, then the prospects of "A 

Closer Walk With God" and more fruitful service as a disciple should

be of great interest to you.  I hope the lessons to follow will help

fulfill that interest.

－－《Executable Outlines》
Blessings & Responsibilities Of Being A Christian
INTRODUCTION
1. Every person has some big events in life (for example:  birth,

   graduation, marriage, death)

2. But the most important event for anyone is becoming a Christian!

   a. Why?  Because it affects both you and others for ETERNITY

   b. Unfortunately, many people become Christians and do not really

      appreciate it until late in life, if ever

   c. But our service for Christ would be more productive and

      infinitely more enjoyable if we began to grasp the true

      significance of being Christians, and as such, the children of

      God

3. This lesson is the first in a series designed to encourage and

   instruct one to have "A Closer Walk With God," and to be more

   fruitful in our service as disciples of Jesus Christ

[To help motivate us in fulfilling this goal, let's summarize just a 

few of the blessings and responsibilities we have as Christians...]

I. GOD AS OUR HEAVENLY FATHER - 1 Jn 3:1
   A. CONSIDER THE BLESSING OF HAVING GOD AS OUR FATHER...
      1. He is the source of every good and perfect gift from above

         - Ja 1:17; Mt 7:11
      2. He provides us comfort in all our afflictions - 2 Co 1:3-4
      3. When needed, in love He chastises us - He 12:5-11
      4. He has promised never to forsake us - He 13:5-6
   B. YET, THERE ARE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HAVING GOD AS OUR FATHER...
      1. We must SUBMIT to God - Ja 4:7
         a. By submitting to His Word

         b. By submitting to His providential workings in our lives 

            - 1 Pe 5:6-11
      2. We must also DRAW NEAR to God - Ja 4:8
         a. Just as an earthly father delights when his children want

            to draw near to him, so does God - cf. Mt 23:37
         b. We draw nearer to God by "cleansing our hands" and

            "purifying our hearts" - Ja 4:8
            1) That is, by obtaining forgiveness and then strengthening

               our resolve to serve Him

            2) For the Christian, this involves REPENTANCE, CONFESSION

               OF SINS, AND PRAYER - Ac 8:22; 1 Jn 1:9
II. JESUS CHRIST AS OUR LORD AND HIGH PRIEST - 1 Co 8:6; He 4:14
   A. THINK FOR A MOMENT ABOUT THIS BLESSING...
      1. He who is our "Lord" is also He who rules over the kings of

         the earth - Re 1:5-6
         a. All authority in heaven and earth has been given Him

            - Mt 28:18
         b. All have been made subject to Him - 1 Pe 3:22
         c. Yet, He calls us His "brethren"! - He 2:11-12
      2. As "High Priest", He intercedes in our behalf - Ro 8:34
         a. A High Priest who understands our every feeling

            - He 2:17-18
         b. A High Priest who "ever lives" to make such intercession

            for us - He 7:24-25
   B. WHAT ARE OUR RESPONSIBILITIES OF HAVING JESUS AS LORD AND HIGH

      PRIEST?
      1. If He is truly our LORD, we must do what He says - Lk 6:46
         a. We must be careful to observe what He taught - Mt 28:18-20
         b. We must keep His commandments - Jn 15:10,14
      2. We must also utilize His role as our HIGH PRIEST - He 4:14-16
         a. In other words, be quick to obtain mercy and find grace to

            help us in time of need

         b. Again, for the Christian this involves PRAYER

III. THE HOLY SPIRIT WHO DWELLS IN US - 1 Co 3:16
   A. WONDERFUL BLESSINGS ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE HOLY SPIRIT'S

      INDWELLING...
      1. He gives us strength to put to death the fleshly deeds of the

         body - Ro 8:11-13; Ep 3:16,20
      2. He also helps in our weakness when it comes to praying as we

         ought, by acting as an intercessor for us - Ro 8:26-27
   B. WHAT RESPONSIBILITIES DO WE HAVE IN VIEW OF THE SPIRIT'S

      INDWELLING?
      1. To keep the temple of God, the church, HOLY - 1 Co 3:16-17
      2. We are to GLORIFY God even with our bodies - 1 Co 6:18-20
      3. We are to WALK in the Spirit, being so LED by the Spirit as to

         produce the FRUIT of the Spirit - Ga 5:16-18, 22-25
         a. This we do by setting our minds on the THINGS of the Spirit

            - Ro 8:5-6
         b. Which involves the WORD of God, which is the SWORD of the

            Spirit - Ep 6:17
IV. THE CHURCH AS OUR FAMILY - 1 Ti 3:15
   A. THE BLESSING OF HAVING THE CHURCH AS OUR FAMILY...
      1. The members become like fathers, mothers, brothers, and 

         sisters - 1 Ti 5:1-2
      2. They can even replace physical relations we may lose when we

         become Christians - Mk 10:28-30; Mt 12:46-50
   B. RESPONSIBILITIES OF HAVING THE CHURCH AS OUR FAMILY...
      1. We are to "edify one another" - He 10:24-25
         a. This necessitates assembling together frequently

         b. This requires each one doing their share - Ep 4:15-16
      2. We are to "bear one another's burdens" - Ga 6:1-2
         a. For such is the "law" of Christ

         b. This requires that we know each other well, and can be

            depended upon to provide support

CONCLUSION
1. There are certainly many more blessings and responsibilities that we

   have as Christians

2. But I hope that these suffice to IMPRESS UPON US...

   a. How blessed we are as Christians

   b. How important it is that we fulfill our responsibilities

   -- OR WE MAY LOSE THE BLESSINGS WE HAVE! - He 3:12-15
－－《Executable Outlines》
Overcoming Sin
INTRODUCTION
1. A wonderful blessing we receive when we become Christians is the

   forgiveness of sins through the blood of Jesus Christ

   a. At our BAPTISM, the blood of Christ cleanses us from all PAST

      sins

   b. Compare Ac 22:16 with Re 1:5
2. This does not mean that our problem with sin is over...

   a. We still sin at times - 1 Jn 1:8,10
   b. Satan does his best to cause us to sin - 1 Pe 5:8
3. If we are to maintain a close walk with God, and ultimately receive

   the riches of glory He has prepared for us, we must overcome the

   problem of sin in two ways:

   a. By sinning less and less - 1 Jn 2:1a
   b. By knowing what to do when we do sin - 1 Jn 2:1b-2
4. This lesson is concerned with helping us see how sin develops, and

   how to overcome sin with its terrible consequences

[To overcome sin, we need to understand how it develops.  The Bible

outlines the development of sin in Ja 1:12-15...]

I. HOW SIN DEVELOPS
   A. THE FIRST STAGE IS "TEMPTATION"...
      1. In Ja 1:14, we see that "temptation" includes two things:

         a. DESIRE (some translations say "lust", suggesting a strong

            desire for something)

         b. ENTICEMENT (an opportunity and encouragement to satisfy the

            desire)

      2. Putting it in the form of a simple equation:

                       TEMPTATION = DESIRE + OPPORTUNITY
      3. To illustrate:

         a. A small boy is TEMPTED to steal some cookies when he WANTS

            (desire) them and has an OCCASION (opportunity) to take

            them 

         b. The temptation becomes stronger if he wants them badly, and

            has a good chance of getting them without being seen

      4. PLEASE NOTE:  At this stage in the development of sin, actual

         sin has not yet been committed

         a. It is not a sin to be "tempted"

         b. For Jesus Himself was "tempted as we are, yet without sin"

            - He 4:15; 2:18
   B. THE SECOND STAGE IS "SIN" ITSELF...
      1. "When desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin" - Ja 1:15
      2. It becomes sin when we ACT and YIELD to the temptation

      3. Thus sin involves the added step of some sort of action on our

         part

      4. Again, in the form of a simple equation:

                     SIN = DESIRE + OPPORTUNITY + ACTION
   C. THE THIRD STAGE INVOLVES THE CONSEQUENCES OF UNREPENTED AND

      UNFORGIVEN SIN:  "DEATH"
      1. "And sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death" 

         - Ja 1:15
      2. The "death" spoken here refers to spiritual separation from

         God

         a. This separation occurs first in this life - cf. Is 59:2
         b. If we die physically in this state, then we will experience

            the "second death", which involves eternal punishment!

            - Re 21:8
      3. Putting all this into a final equation:

          DESIRE + OPPORTUNITY + ACTION + NO FORGIVENESS = DEATH
   D. OBSERVATIONS ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT OF SIN...
      1. Sin will have overcome us if we receive the "final punishment"

         of Re 21:8
      2. But we will have overcome sin if we can avoid this punishment

         and experience the glories God has prepared for His children!

      3. How can we be sure to overcome sin?  BY STOPPING ITS DEVELOP-

         MENT AT ANY ONE OF THE FOUR POINTS LEADING TO THE FINAL

         PUNISHMENT!

[Now let's examine how this may be done...]

II. HOW TO OVERCOME SIN
   A. CHANGE OUR "DESIRES"...
      1. Since this is where the process of sin begins, it is the best

         place for us to begin

      2. Bear in mind that it is a part of Christian growth to change

         our desires - Ro 12:1-2; Ga 5:24
      3. How do we change our desires?

         a. Notice that the WORD OF GOD has always been instrumental in

            helping people overcome sin - Ps 119:11; Mt 4:3-10
         b. To see how the Word of God can change our desires...

            1) As we read of God's love, longsuffering and mercy, we

               desire to serve Him - Ps 116:12-14
            2) As we read of sin and its damnable consequences, we come

               to hate it! - Ps 119:104
      4. So the more we study God's Word, the less likely we will have

         the DESIRE to sin, thereby beginning to overcome sin by

         "nipping it in the bud"!

   [But changing our desires takes time; while engaged in the process 

   of changing our desires, what else can we do?]

   B. LIMIT OUR "OPPORTUNITIES"...
      1. Remember, we are tempted only when there is BOTH desire and

         opportunity

      2. So while we work on changing our desires, we should limit the

         opportunities to fulfill wrongful desires

      3. This can be done by ASKING FOR GOD'S PROVIDENTIAL HELP, as

         Jesus taught - Mt 6:13; 26:41
      4. We can cooperate with God by:

         a. Purposely avoiding situations that might excite wrongful

            desires

            1) Following the example of David - Ps 101:3-4
            2) And the example of Job - Job 31:1
         b. Avoiding those whose evil behavior encourages us to sin

            with them

            1) Again, David sets a good example - Ps 101:6-7
            2) Paul also adds his warning - 1 Co 15:33
   [But we will unlikely remove EVERY desire and opportunity to sin in 

   this life, what then?]

   C. EXERCISE "SELF-CONTROL"...
      1. Remember, it becomes sin when we yield to ACTION in fulfilling

         our sinful desires

      2. If we can control ourselves so as to not yield, then we can

         overcome sin!

      3. How does the Christian exercise self-control?

         a. Self-control is but one aspect of the "fruit of the Spirit"

            - Ga 5:22-23
         b. When we become Christians, we receive the gift of the Holy

            Spirit in our lives - Ac 2:38; 5:32
         c. The Spirit is God's instrumental agent by which He imparts

            strength to us - Ep 3:16
         d. Strengthened by the Spirit, we are able to "put to death

            the deeds of the body" - Ro 8:12-13
         e. As Paul said:  "I can do all things through Him who

            strengthens me." - Ph 4:13
      4. It is through faith in God's Word that the Christian believes

         that he has this divine help - Ep 3:20
         a. It is certainly proper to pray for it, as Paul did in

            behalf of the Ephesians - Ep 3:16
         b. But equally important, to act upon it, trusting that you

            are not alone as you try to do God's will - Ph 2:12-13
         c. As an exercise commercial once said:  JUST DO IT!

      5. The Christian, then, has no excuse for yielding to a

         temptation - 1 Co 10:13
   [But there may be times when we don't take advantage of the

   strength God provides through His Spirit, and we sin; what then?]

   D. OBTAIN "FORGIVENESS"...
      1. Remember that sin is victorious when it results in punishment

      2. But if we obtain forgiveness through the blood of Christ, we

         can avoid that punishment and thereby still overcome sin! 

         - 1 Jn 2:1-2
      3. Yes, Christ is truly the "propitiation" for our sins!

         a. By His blood, we were forgiven of past sins when united

            with Him in BAPTISM - Ac 2:38; 22:16; Re 1:5
         b. By His blood, we can be forgiven of present sins when we

            REPENT, PRAY, and CONFESS our sins to God - Ac 8:22;

            1 Jn 1:9
      4. At any time the Christian can overcome sins that were

         committed, by repenting and confessing them to God!

   E. SOME OBSERVATIONS ABOUT OVERCOMING SIN...
      1. If you noticed carefully, you should have seen that at each of

         the four points in the development of sin, God is able and

         willing to help us overcome sin!

         a. God helps us to "control our desires" by providing His WORD

            to renew our minds

         b. God helps us to "limit the opportunities" through His

            PROVIDENCE as we pray for such

         c. God helps us to "exercise self-control" over our actions

            through His SPIRIT strengthening the inner man

         d. God helps us to "obtain forgiveness" through the BLOOD OF

            HIS SON as we repent and pray

         -- Isn't the grace of God wonderful? - 2 Th 3:3; 1 Co 10:13
      2. In this discussion we have concentrated on "sins of commission"

         a. That is, sins we commit by overt action on our part

         b. There are also "sins of omission"

            1) Sins which come from failing to do what is right 

               - Ja 4:17
            2) Overcoming these sins is similar...

               a) Change our desires so we want to do what is right

               b) Exercise self-control so we act the way we should

                  when we have the opportunity

               c) When guilty of sins of omission, obtain forgiveness

                  in the same way

      3. In learning the four points at which we may overcome sin,

         don't think that we can simply wait until we reach the fourth

         point to act...

         a. That is, to just go ahead and sin, then ask God for

            forgiveness

         b. There are several reasons why we should not do this:

            1) In baptism, we were freed from the power of sin, and

               should now present ourselves to God as servants of

               righteousness - Ro 6:1-23
            2) Though we can receive forgiveness for sin, we might

               still suffer the "temporal" consequences of sins 

               - Ga 6:7-9
            3) If we allow sin to deceive us so as to become

               "hardened",we may get to the point of sinning

               "willfully" and lose our salvation! - He 3:12-14;

               10:26-31
         c. So don't take the grace of God lightly and attempt to

            abuse it!

CONCLUSION
1. How much better it would be to praise God for His grace, and use it

   to overcome sin in our lives!

2. May the promise found in Ja 1:12 help motivate us to do so:

   "Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been

   proved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has

   promised to those who love Him."
SOME QUESTIONS TO STIMULATE YOUR THINKING...
1. Are you engaged in a daily Bible study program which will help you

   develop the proper kind of desires?

2. Do you "watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation"?

3. Do you avoid circumstances and companions that you know would entice

   you to sin?

4. Do you pray that God will strengthen you "by His Spirit in the inner

   man"?

5. Do you ask God daily to forgive your sins, and to help you overcome

   sin in your life?

－－《Executable Outlines》
Discerning Between Good And Evil
INTRODUCTION
1. In the previous lesson we talked about overcoming sin by:

   a. Understanding the development of sin

   b. Utilizing the help of God to...

      1) Change our desires

      2) Limit our opportunities to sin

      3) Exercise self-control

      4) Seek forgiveness

2. Assumed in all of this, is that we know or can discern the

   difference between what is good and evil

   a. Knowing the difference does not come automatically upon

      conversion

   b. It is an ability that comes with time and "exercise"

      - cf. He 5:12-14
3. This lesson is designed to help us develop this ability to discern,

   so that we might truly have "A Closer Walk With God"
[Deciding what is right and what is wrong is really very simple.  It

involves asking a few questions about the matter at hand...]

I. IS IT CLEARLY CONDEMNED IN THE BIBLE?
   A. MANY THINGS ARE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED AS BEING WRONG...
      1. One list of such things is found in Ga 5:19-21
      2. A similar list is found in Ep 5:3-7
   B. FOR THINGS SO MENTIONED, THAT SETTLES THE MATTER...
      1. At least as far as Christians are concerned

      2. There is no room for debate when the Scriptures clearly

         condemn some practice

[But not all sins are mentioned by name, for the Bible would be 

endless if that were true!  So another question needs to be asked...]

II. IS IT SIMILAR TO THINGS CONDEMNED IN THE BIBLE?
   A. IN GALATIANS 5:19-21, NOTICE THE PHRASE "AND THE LIKE"...
      1. When we are uncertain about some matter, we should ask whether

         it is LIKE any sins specifically mentioned

      2. For example, what about smoking marijuana?  Is it not like

         "drunkenness"?

   B. YOU MIGHT EVEN COMPARE IT WITH THE GOOD THINGS MENTIONED...
      1. Notice those things in Ga 5:22-23
      2. Is the matter in question more like the "fruit of the Spirit"

         (that which is good) or the "works of the flesh" (that which

         is evil)?

[Another question to consider...]

III. DOES IT HURT YOUR CONSCIENCE?
   A. THE IMPORTANCE OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE...
      1. In light of the following Scriptures - 1 Ti 1:5,18-19; 3:9
      2. Violating our conscience to the degree it no longer bothers us

         is a sure sign of apostasy! - 1 Ti 4:1-2
   B. THIS MAY HELP US TO BETTER APPRECIATE ROMANS 14:23...
      1. Doing something when you doubt its rightfulness is to violate

         your conscience

      2. That, declares Paul, is sin!

      3. So an act may be good in of itself, but...

         a. If you think it is wrong (because of incorrect knowledge)

         b. Or have doubts about its rightfulness

            ...then don't do it!

[Another help...]

IV. WHAT DO MATURE CHRISTIANS SAY ABOUT IT?
   A. THIS, OF COURSE, IS NOT THE ULTIMATE DETERMINING FACTOR...
      1. For mature Christians can be wrong

      2. As they would be the first to admit

   B. BUT HEBREWS 5:14 DOES SAY THAT THOSE WHO BY "REASON OF USE" ARE

      IN A POSITION TO DISCERN...
      1. This is why the advice of mature Christians can be helpful

         - cf. Ph 3:17
      2. The example of Rehoboam's failure to listen to the advice of

         older, mature men should teach us something - 1 Ki 12:6-20
      3. Paul instructed Titus that the younger should look to those

         older - Ti 2:3-5
[Then a question that is often overlooked...]

V. DOES IT HINDER YOUR INFLUENCE?
   A. BY BOTH EXAMPLE AND WORD, PAUL STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING

      CONCERNED ABOUT OUR INFLUENCE ON OTHERS...
      1. Notice his concern for how his influence affected the

         salvation of others - 1 Co 9:19-23
      2. He then commands to do likewise, in which we are simply

         imitating the example of Christ! - 1 Co 10:31-11:1
   B. PETER TAUGHT THE VALUE OF A GOOD EXAMPLE...
      1. In helping a wife win her husband to the Lord - 1 Pe 3:1-2
      2. What is said of a wife's example would also be true of a

         Christian's example

[So we should be concerned as to whether a practice under question 

HELPS or HINDERS our influence for the Lord!]

VI. IS IT POOR STEWARDSHIP?
   A. THAT WE ARE "STEWARDS" OF OUR TIME, MONEY, AND BODIES, IS

      EVIDENT FROM...
      1. The Lord's parable of The Talents - Mt 25:14-30
      2. Paul's instruction concerning our bodies - 1 Co 6:19-20
      3. His directions for those rich in this world - 1 Ti 6:17-19
   B. SOME ACTIVITIES MAY BE HARMLESS IN THEMSELVES, BUT REQUIRE SO

      MUCH TIME AND ENERGY...
      1. There is none left for the Lord!

      2. This can be true of vocations, hobbies, etc.

      3. We should bear in mind that time is limited and therefore

         priorities must be set and kept - Ep 5:16; Mt 6:33
[Finally, we can ask...]

VII. WOULD JESUS DO IT?
   A. REMEMBER THE GOAL OF DISCIPLESHIP...
      1. As found in Lk 6:40
      2. To be like Jesus!

   B. "WOULD JESUS DO IT?" IS THEREFORE AN APPROPRIATE QUESTION...
      1. If you think He would not, it is probably wrong!

   C. THIS MAKES THE STUDY OF JESUS OF PRIME IMPORTANCE IN OUR LIVES!
      1. Studying His life, His examples, His Word

      2. So that we can have the "mind of Christ" - Ph 2:5
CONCLUSION
1. I hope that these seven questions can help in identifying what is

   good and what is evil

2. The importance of properly discerning between good and evil is seen

   in such passages like 2 Co 6:16-7:1
   a. Where we are reminded of how blessed we are to be the people of

      God

   b. And the responsibility to act accordingly, if we wish to have a

      closer walk with God!

SOME QUESTIONS TO STIMULATE YOUR THINKING...
1. Do you have some older Christian to whom you feel free to go to for

   advice?

2. Do you feel that you usually give enough thought to the effect of

   your actions on other people?

3. Are you trying to keep a good conscience in all that you do?

4. Will you ask, when in doubt, "What would Jesus do?"

－－《Executable Outlines》
The Christian And Good Works
INTRODUCTION
1. In a previous lesson we discussed the matter of devotion or worship

   to God, especially in our public assemblies

2. One objective of such activities is to stir us up to "good works"

   - He 10:24-25
3. In this short but important lesson, we shall examine the matter of

   "good works" which Christians are to do...

I. CHRISTIANS ARE TO DO "GOOD WORKS"
   A. DO NOT MISUNDERSTAND THE "PURPOSE" OF GOOD WORKS...
      1. They are not done to "buy" or "earn" our way into heaven

      2. God saves us by His GRACE, not by our WORKS - Ep 2:8-9;

         Ti 3:4-7
      3. Yet, as God's People, we have been created in Christ Jesus to

         do good works! - Ep 2:10; Ti 2:11-14; 3:1,8,14
   B. WHY, THEN, ARE WE TO DO GOOD WORKS?
      1. They bring glory to God! - Mt 5:16; 1 Pe 2:11-12
      2. They can prepare unbelievers to be more receptive to the

         gospel - 1 Pe 2:12; 3:1-2
      3. They demonstrate the living nature of our faith - Ja 2:14-17
      4. They are necessary if we are to be like Jesus - cf. Lk 6:46
         with Ac 10:38
II. WHAT "GOOD WORKS" CAN WE DO?
   A. SOME GOOD WORKS ARE "SPIRITUAL" IN NATURE...
      1. Telling others of God's grace - 1 Pe 2:9-10
         a. We may not all be "teachers" in a formal sense - 1 Co 12:

            27-31; Ja 3:1-2
         b. But all of us can share with others the wonderful grace of

            God available in Christ Jesus!

      2. Encouraging other Christians - He 3:12-13
         a. We can be a "Philemon" or a "Stephanus" - Phile 7;

            1 Co 16:15-18
         b. For example, through cards, calls, visits, Bible studies

      3. Restoring weak brethren - Ga 6:1-2
         a. We can be a "Barnabas" (who helped John Mark)

         b. The importance of this work is seen in light of Ja 5:19-20
   B. OTHER GOOD WORKS ARE MORE "PHYSICAL" IN NATURE...
      1. Jesus did not limit His good works to things spiritual

         - Lk 7:22
      2. Nor did He expect His disciples to so limit their good works

         a. Cf. the "Limited Commission" - Mt 10:7-8
         b. Cf. the "judgment scene" - Mt 25:34-40
      3. Just as some may be gifted in talent and opportunities to

         "teach", so others are gifted to "serve" in areas of physical

         service - Ro 12:3-8
         a. Such as "giving"

         b. Such as "showing mercy"

      4. Women can be especially fruitful in this area...

         a. For they often have a more flexible use of their time

         b. Why not be a "Dorcas"? - Ac 9:36-39
CONCLUSION
1. No matter how we may serve the Lord, "good works" are a MARK OF PURE

   RELIGION - cf. Ja 1:27
2. It is also A KEY TO SPIRITUAL BLESSEDNESS (happiness) - Ja 1:25;

   Ac 20:35
3. So let's be sure to keep in mind the admonition of Paul to Titus...

     "Those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain

      good works." (Ti 3:8)
SOME QUESTIONS TO STIMULATE YOUR THINKING...
1. What kind of "spiritual" good works are you doing, or are preparing

   yourself to do?

2. What kind of "physical" good works are you doing, or hope one day to

   do?

3. Who should get the glory when you are praised for good works?
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