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FOREWORD

The church today places great demands on pastors for sermons suitable for special days and occasions, beginning on New Year’s Sunday (or even New Year’s Eve in some churches) right on through Christmas, twelve months later. In between are a host of days and times which call for special emphasis—i.e., funerals, other holidays, the Lord’s Supper, etc. It is to meet these “special” needs that this collection has been compiled.

From sources historical and contemporary, the compiler has selected sermons suitable for just about any special occasion or day in the church year. Pastors, teachers and Bible students will discover that these outlines are firmly grounded in the Scriptures, but are equally in touch with the special needs of people trying to live godly lives “in the midst of a crooked and perverse” late twentieth-century generation. May you find these sermon outlines timely, as well as timeless, in their call for Christian living all through the year!

AL BRYANT

New Year

VOWS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Psalm 116:12,14

As we stand at the beginning of a new year, all of us must take a look back at the past. Christians should not neglect this exercise. The Israelites were exhorted by the psalmist to remember all the way the Lord had led them. Now, after this work had been done, the inquiry of the text seems the natural result. We have the summing up of the whole in the sanctuary of the Lord, and each devoutly asking, “What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits…?”

Observe:

Ⅰ. The Multitudinous Blessings Received: “All His benefits.”

    We must arrange and classify God’s bounties even to have any idea of their vastness and classify God’s bounties even to have any idea of their vastness and worth. For instance:

    A. The benefits for the sustenance of our bodies: food, raiment, home, health, etc.

    B. Benefits for the mind. Resources of knowledge and wisdom, books and intellectual enjoyments.

    C. Benefits for the soul. Religious advantages. The Scriptures. The Lord’s Day, the sanctuary, the throne of grace. The Lord Jesus in all His offices and work.. The Holy Spirit. Supplies of grace, comforts, joys, hopes.

    D. Sanctified afflictions. Light in darkness. Restoring blessings, renewed mercies, support, support, solace, etc. The psalmist says, “All His benefits.” Monthly, weekly, daily, hourly, momentarily. More than we can recollect or number if we would. Such is the rapid outline to help us.

The notice:

Ⅱ. The Appropriate Inquiry Instituted: “What shall I render?”

    It is obvious these benefits have involved obligations. Now, this inquiry is right and proper. What shall the answer be? The donor must tell us.

    A. He demands the rendering of the heart.

    B . He demands true gratitude. Thanksgiving is to be offered to the Lord. In everything give thanks (see Ps. 103:1ff., etc.). How sweetly beautiful.

    C . He demands cheerful service.

    D. He demands liberal beneficence. He is good to us, that we may be good to others. His benefits to us are not to be hoarded; if so, like the manna it will become corrupt and breed worms (see Ex. 16:16-20). So, Christ’s love to us is to the model of our love to the brethren. If any man “hath this world’s goods….: Now, this return of beneficence requires special attention; for, in doing this:

It is to follow the claims of justice.

It should be proportionate to our mercies.

It should be systematic and regular.

Willing and cheerful.

Humble and thankful.

    E. He demands zealous concern for His glory. Not our own glory, but Christ’s. Glorying in, and glorifying God. Seeking His glory, personal holiness, personal labor. Parents, teachers, church members, talents, gifts, etc. should be the Lord’s.

    F.  He demands unshaken trust. God wants to be trusted. He asks for it. He claims it. Does He not deserve it? (Isa. 26:3; see Phil. 4:6; Heb. 13:5). We now inquire:

Ⅲ. Will You Thus Render to the Lord for All His Benefits?

    Someone has said, “The path into the new year is aglow with opportunity to work for Christ.” In that spirit, as we look back at the blessings of the year past, let us ask ourselves:

    A.  Is it not reasonable?

    B.  Will it not be safest?

    C.  Will it not be the happiest course?

    D.  Will it not be the most profitable?

Conclusion

Let the minister do so.

Let the members do so.

Let the general hearers do so. Yes, “one and all” do so.

Amen.

CONDENSED FROM JABEZ BURNS

GOALS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Philippians 3:14

Four goals for our church this year:

Ⅰ. A Great Down-Pouring

   The Baptism of the Spirit

Ⅱ. A Great Up-Rising

   “Arise shine, for thy light is come.”

Ⅲ. A Great Out-Reaching

   “Go ye into the highways and…”

Ⅳ. A Great Ingathering

   Bring in the sheaves.

SNAPPY SERMON STARTERS

NEW YEAR THOUGHTS

2 Peter 3
Ⅰ. Beloved be mindful ( vv. 1,2).

   A call to look back.

Ⅱ. Beloved be not ignorant ( vv. 8,11,12).

   An invitation to look up.

Ⅲ. Beloved be diligent (vv. 14,15).

   An encouragement to look forward.

Ⅳ. Beloved beware ( vv. 17,18).

   A warning to look around.

DAWSON

Valentine’s Sunday

LOVE’S CHARACTERISTICS

Ⅰ. Love is the evidence of faith in Christ. “We love Him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).
Ⅱ. Love is the proof of life in Christ. “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren” (1.John 3:14).

Ⅲ. Love is the stamp of genuineness. “Though I have all faith…and have not charity (love) I am nothing” ( 1 Cor.13:2).

Ⅳ. Love is the motive power in service. “ The love of Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor.5:14).

Ⅴ. Love is careful to obey. “If ye love Me, ye will keep My commandments” (John 14:15, R.V.).

Ⅵ. Love is the fruit of the Spirit. “The fruit of the Spirit is love” (Cal.5:22).

Ⅶ. Love is the queen of graces. “Now abideth faith…greatest of these is charity (love)” (1 Cor.13:13).

F.E.MARSH

LOVE DEFINED

Love is a debt we owe to all, and a payment ever to be rendered. Love is a duty. The highest form of duty (Rom. 13:8,10). He who loves not, believes not; and he who believes not, loves not.

Ⅰ. Love is the Divine Mark that we are born again (1 John 4:16,17).

Ⅱ. Love is the unanswerable testimony of allegiance to Christ (John 14:15).

Ⅲ. Love is the legible seal that we know the love of God (1 John 4:17).

Ⅳ. Love is the unmistakable evidence that we are taught of God (1 John 4:9).

Ⅴ. Love is the beautiful garment of heaven (Col. 3:14).

F.E.MARSH

Lent and Good Friday

THE LAMB OF GOD

John 1:29

Ⅰ. Jesus Christ Is the Lamb of God

    A.  The paschal lamb was a type of Christ.

      1. By the death of that lamb, and the sprinkling of its blood upon the doorposts, all the first-born of Israel were saved from death (Ex.12:6,7).

      2. Christ is our Passover, sacrificed for us; by His death and sprinkling of blood we are saved from wrath (1 Cor.5:7; Rom.5:9).

B.  Jesus is called the Lamb of God, especially in reference to the daily sacrifice (Ex. 29:38,39).

  1. Lambs were to be without blemish; so too our Savior (1. Peter 1:19).

  2. The lambs were a typical atonement; Christ made a real atonement (1 John 2:2)

  3. The lambs were offered frequently; Christ offered Himself once (Heb. 9:25,26).

C. Jesus was brought as a lamb to the slaughter (Isa.53:7).

D. Jesus now appears, as a lamb slain, in the heavenly world (Rev.5:6).

  1. This reminds glorified human spirits of their salvation by His atonement.

  2. Christ’s atonement denied by some on earth, but acknowledged by all in heaven (Rev.5:8,12).

E. Other references confirm this title.

  1. Revelation 7:14.

  2. Revelation 12:11

  3. Revelation 1:5.

Ⅱ. He Takes Away the Sin of the World

    A. The sin of Adam affected all mankind (Rom.5:7-21; 1 Cor.15:21).

B. When men repent and believe the Gospel, the guilt of their sin is taken away (Mark 1:15; Rom.5:1; Eph.1:6; Rom.8:16).

C. By faith the pollution of sin is taken away (Acts 15:9; 1 John 1:7).

D. Through the Lamb of God the habitual practice of sin is taken away (2. Peter 3:11; Matt.1:21; Titus 2:12).

E. The tormenting fears which accompany sin are taken away from all who are perfected in love (1 John 4:18; Rom.5:2).

F. The sad effects of sin in a future state will be taken away from all who die in the Lord (Rev.14:13; 1 Cor.25:51,52; 1 John 4:17; 1 Thess. 4:18).

Ⅲ. Sinful Men Are Exhorted to Behold Him

    A. Behold Him by the eye of faith (2 Cor.4:18; 2 Cor.10:5).

B. To behold Him is to believe in Him, to trust in Him for salvation (Isa. 45:22; Heb. 12:2).

C. Behold Him in His birth at Bethlehem; in His holy life among the wicked Jews; in His death on Mount Calvary; in His resurrection from the dead; and in His ascension to heaven.

D. Behold Him in His sacred offices.

  1. A Prophet to guide us into all truth (Acts 3:22,23).

  2. A Priest to atone and intercede (Heb.4:14).

  3. A King to govern and protect us (Rev.17:14; 19:16).

E. Behold Him in His person.

  1. He is “God blessed forever” (Rom.9:5).

  2. He is man, having a reasonable soul, and a body which died and rose again (Luke 2:52).

  3. He is God-man, and Mediator between God and men (1 Tim.2:5).

F. Behold Him with profound humility. He had no sin of His own (Heb.7:26), but He was wounded for our transgressions (Isa.53:5).

G. Behold Him with grateful feelings. He first loved us (1 John 4:19).

H. Behold Him with entire confidence.

  1. He is able (Heb.7:25).

  2. He offers salvation (Acts 13:26).

  3. He invites us (Matt. 11:28).

  4. He knocks at the door of our hearts (Rev.3:20).

CONDENSED FROM CHARLES SIMEON

GETHSEMANF

And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane (Mark 14:32).

It was a killing change from the cheerful communion of the Supper to the lone agony of the garden. 

Ⅰ. The Choice of the Spot.

   A.  Shoved His serenity of mind, and His courage.

           He goes to His usual place of secret prayer.

           He goes there though Judas knew the place.

B. Manifested His wisdom.

Holy memories there aided His faith.

Deep solitude was suitable for His prayers and cries.

       C.  Bequeathed us lessons.

           In a garden, Paradise was lost and won.

           In Gethsemane, the olive-press, our Lord Himself was crushed.
Ⅱ.  The Exercise Upon the Spot.

    A.  He took all due precautions for others.

        He would not have His disciples surprised, and therefore bade them watch.

B. He solicited the sympathy of friends.

We may not despise this; though, like our Lord, we shall prove the feebleness of it, and cry, “Could ye not watch with Me?”

        C.  He prayed and wrestled with God.

            In lowliest posture and manner (see v.35).

            In piteous repetition of His cry (see vv. 36 and 39).

            In awful agony of spirit even to a bloody sweat (Luke 22:44).

        D.  Again and again He sought human sympathy, but made excuse for His friends when they failed Him (see v. 38). We ought not to be soured in spirit even when we are bitterly disappointed.

Ⅲ.  The Triumph Upon the Spot.

    A.  Behold His perfect resignation. He struggles with “If it be possible,” but conquers with “not what I will, but what Thou wilt.” He is our example of patience.

    B.   Mark the angelic service rendered. The Blood-stained Sufferer has still all heaven at His call (Matt. 26:53).

    C.   Remember His majestic bearing toward His enemies.

         He meets them bravely (Matt. 26:55).

         He makes them fall (John 18:6).

         He yields Himself, but not to force (John 18:8).

         He goes to the cross but transforms it to a throne.

The late Rev. W. H. Krause, of Dublin, was visiting a lady in a depressed state, “weak, oh, so weak!” She told him that she had been very much troubled in mind that day, because in meditation and prayer she had found it impossible to govern her thoughts, and kept merely going over the same thing again and again.

“Well, my dear friend,” was his prompt reply, “there is provision in the Gospel for that too. Our Lord Jesus Christ, when His soul was exceeding sorrowful, even unto death, three times prayed, and spoke the same words.” This seasonable application of Scripture was a source of great comfort to her.

“My will, not thine, be done,” turned paradise into a desert, “Thy will, not mine, be done, be done,” turned the desert into Paradise, and made Gethsemane the gate of heaven. ——E. de Pressense.

“And there appeared an angel unto Him, from heaven, strengthening Him.”—What ! The Son of God receives help from an angel, who is but His creature? Yes, And thus we learn to expect help and comfort from simple persons and common things. When God pleases. All strength and comfort come from God, but He makes creatures His ministers to bring it. We should thank both them and Him. –Practical Reflections on every verse of the Holy Gospels, by a Clergyman.

CONDENSED FROM C.H.SPURGEON

IS IT NOTHING TO YOU?

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of His fierce anger (Lam. 1:12).

When Christians think of Calvary and of their wounded, bleeding Lord, they cannot help imitating Jeremiah and picturing their Lord as crying these words of our text from the Cross. In all ages of the church this has been a favorite text.

Ⅰ.  The Sufferings of the Son of God upon the Cross Were Altogether Unparalleled.

    A.  Because of the Divine Dignity of His Person. Kings have died, philosophers have died, but never such a One as this, for He who bled on Calvary was Prophet, Priest and King, the Eternal Son of God.

    B.  Because of the Perfect Innocence of His Character. Herein is a sorrow never to be forgotten, that He must bleed and die and moreover He must so suffer as to be connected with sin.

    C.  Because in His case there was such a conjunction of griefs. Sometimes you and I have grief on grief and things so hard. But with Christ every form of grief was let loose against Him.

    D.  Because all His sorrow was voluntarily undertaken. He was under no compulsion from any force which He could not Himself control.

Ⅱ.  The Sufferings of Christ Have a Deep Interest in Them for Many.
        A.  Multitudes have found in the sufferings of Christ the cure for their despair. And in curing their despair they have brought about a complete transformation in their lives.

      The apostle Paul on the way to Damascus breathing threatening and slaughter, becomes the greatest of all preachers of Christ.

B. The sufferings of Christ have girded them to heroic deeds.

The lifting up of the little finger of Christ was enough to move hosts of men and women to court death and defy the flames.

        C.  They teach men to hate sin. When they see the agonies by which redemption from sin was obtained.
Ⅲ.  What Have You to Do with Him?

    A.  He means nothing to so many. They rise like a balloon and are filled and inflated with prosperity. But when the wine is sour and the gold corroded, what then?

    B.  He can mean everything to the heavy heart. Are you guilty? Would you be forgiven? Turn aside and look at Him. Look till your eyes are full of tears.

    C.  If you won’t take Him, what have to offer in His place? You who say that we Christians are doing no good. Try your own hand at it. Go to the dying, the sick, take them bottles of your philosophy, comfort them with the elixir of scientific doubt. Go ahead!

I shall never forget when I shook the hand of Livingstone. I count it one of the great honors of my life to have known him. It was the love of Christ that made him tread pathless Africa and die among the heathen….why, there were men and women who were summoned to stand at fiery stakes and burn; and they were seen to clap their hands, when every finger was a candle and cry, “None but Christ! None but Christ!”

There was a poor girl who had long been a Christian, but she was very sad at heart through sickness; and when her minister came to see her he said to her, “Well, Susan, how is your hope?” She said, “Sir, I am afraid I am not a Christian. I do not love the Lore Jesus Christ.” He said , “Why, I always thought you did. You acted as if you did.” “No,” she said, “I am afraid I have deceived myself and that I do not love Him.” The minister wisely walked to the window and wrote on a piece of paper, “I do not love the Lord Jesus Christ,” and he said, “Susan, here is a pencil. Just put your name to that.” “No sir,” she said, “I could not sign that.” “Why not?” “I would be torn to pieces before I would sign it, sir.” “But why not sign it if is true?” “Ah, sir,” said she, “I hope it is not true. I think I do love Him.”

CONDENSED FROM C. H. SPURGEON

THE SUFFERING SAVIOR

Isaiah 53:3

Isaiah’s account of the sufferings of the Savior is so minute that it might well read as the record of an eye-witness, rather than the prediction of one who wrote 700 years before the advent of the Messiah into our world.

Observe:

Ⅰ.  His Life Began with Persecution and Peril.

 Jesus is sent on a mission of love and mercy by the Father. Angels announce His conception, and give His name, and sing a glorious anthem at His birth. The heavens, by the extraordinary “Star” of meteor, indicate His coming. In Himself He is the most illustrious child ever born—the holy child of Mary, the divine Son of God. Yet He no sooner enters our world than Herod purposes His death, and labors to accomplish it.

Then notice:

Ⅱ.  His Deep Condition of Earthly Abasement.

He is the Son of the Eternal Father; but He becomes the Infant of days sand the Child of man. He takes on Him the form and nature of man. He assumes this with all its sinless infirmities, and weakness, and capacity for suffering. He is the child of the poorest of parents. His life is that of voluntary humiliation. He comes to be a servant and to minister.

Observe:

Ⅲ.  The Vile Suspicions and Bitter Misrepresentations He Has to Bear.

He came to His own; but His own received Him not. They scorned Him and treated Him with contempt and calumny. By them He was “despised and rejected.” They treat Him as a transgressor of God’s Law, a Sabbath-breaker, and unholy person—a winebibber and companion of the viler sort, and one who ate and drank with outcasts and notorious sinners.

Ⅳ.  He Was Constantly Exposed to Personal Violence.

At the commencement of His ministry, they tried to hurl Him down from the brow of the hill (Luke 4:29). Often they proposed to seize Him and mistreat Him. Al length He was arrested and led to Pilate and Herod, and denounced as an enemy of God and man, and not worthy to live.

The suffering of Jesus included:

Ⅴ.  The Fierce Temptations of the Devil.

The account of this transaction is given in a minute yet graphic form in Matthew 4:1.

Ⅵ.  He Knows in Advance.

He knew well the contents of the cup He had to drink and of the wine-press He should tread. He could distinctly foresee every pang. Every groan, He would be compelled to feel the sentence of death and the gory tree of crucifixion.

Ⅶ.  Finally, He Saw How His Sufferings Were to Cumulate from Every Quarter.

A. From man.

       B.  From the powers of hell.

       C.  From heaven. Angels ministered to Christ at His temptation and agony in the garden. But after this He was alone, all through the awful night and no the cross.

Conclusion:

        A.  The cause of His sufferings. He suffered for sin. Not His own sins, but ours, etc.

B.  The result of His sufferings. The redemption of the world.

C.  The claims of the Sufferer. Our faith, love, grateful praise and consecrated hearts and lives.

CONDENSED FROM JABEZ BURNS

CHRIST IN HEBREWS

The Sinpurger (Heb. 1:3)—To Clear

The Victor (Heb. 2:5)—To Deliver

The Apostle (Heb. 3:1)—To Speak

The High Priest (Heb. 4:14)—To Succor

The Forerunner (Heb. 7:20)—To Represent

The Coming One (Heb. 10:37)—To Welcome

RITCHIE

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

Fourteen distinct and direct blessings that come to the believer through the Blood.

Ⅰ.  Remission. “For this is My blood…shed for many, for the His blood” (Matt. 26:28).

Ⅱ.  Redemption. “In Whom we have redemption through His blood” (Eph.1:7; Col. 1:14; 1 Peter 1:19).

Ⅲ.  Reconciliation. “Peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself” (Col. 1:20).

Ⅳ.  Justification. “Much more then, being now justified by His blood” (Rom 5:9).

Ⅴ.  Removal. “ How much more shall the blood to Christ…purge your conscience from dead works” (Heb.9:14).

Ⅵ.  Meetness. “ Made white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14).

Ⅶ.  Access. “Boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Heb.10:9).

Ⅷ.  Nearness. “Made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13).

Ⅸ.  Liberty. “ Loosed us from our sins by His blood” (Rev. 15, R.V.).

Ⅹ.  Sanctification. “That He might sanctify the people with His own blood” (Heb. 13:12).

Ⅺ.  Cleansing. “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).

Ⅻ.  Claimed. Purchased. “Which He hath purchased with His own blood.” (Acts 20:28).

XIII.  Communion. “The communion of the blood of Christ” (1 Cor. 10:16).

XIV.  Victory. “Overcame him by the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 12:11).

F. E. MARSH

THE ANGEL’S RESURRECTION MESSAGE

Matthew 28:1-10; 18:20

The angel’s message is full of the grace and glow of the Gospel. Weigh his sevenfold message.

Ⅰ.  The “Fear Not” (5) of Love. The lightning countenance of the angel filled the women with consternation.

Ⅱ.  The “I Know” of Appreciation. The angel knew the women wanted to see the loved form that they had last seen on the cruel Cross. Faith’s memory always centers in the Cross.

Ⅲ.  The “He Is Not Here” of Reminder. We do not always find what we expect, but we discover the unexpected to our joy and comfort.

Ⅳ.  The “He Is Risen” of Joy. He traveled through the realm of Hades, and preached the Gospel to the spirits in prison (1 Peter 3:18; 4:6), and now He is risen triumphant over death, hell, the grave, and the Devil (Heb. 2L14; Rev. 1:18).

Ⅴ.  The “See the Place” of Observation. The place of expiation was Calvary (Luke 23:33), the place of glory will be in the Father’s mansions (John 14:2,3), and the place of resurrection was an empty tomb.

Ⅵ.  The “Go Quickly” of Commission. To go and “tell” others that “He was risen from the dead” when they expected still to find Him lifeless gave wings to their feet.

Ⅶ.  The “ Ye Shall See Him” of Expectation. To hear He was risen was good, but to have the assurance of seeing Him was better.

CONDENSED FROM F. E. MARSH

RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

The resurrection of Christ is the heart of Christianity, which makes it pulsate with the life of God; it is the keystone to the arch of truth, which makes it pulsate with the life of God; it is the foundation of the Church; it is the mainspring of Christian activity; it is the lever of power which shall move the world; and it is the link that unites all believers.

The death of Christ tells us of the love of God, and the resurrection of Christ tells us of the power of God, and of the following seven facts:

Ⅰ.  That God is satisfied and glorified (Rom. 8:33,34)

Ⅱ.  That our sins are gone (Eph. 1:7).

Ⅲ.  That we are accepted in Christ (Eph. 1:6).

Ⅳ.  That we are united to Christ ( Col. 2:12; 3:1).

Ⅴ.  That every foe is vanquished (Col. 2:15).

Ⅵ.  That we shall forever live with Him (John 14:19).

Ⅶ.  That the Spirit is given to the believer (John 7:39).

Further, the resurrection of Christ was announced in the Scriptures. The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ were “according to the Scriptures.” Mainly the Old Testament is meant when the New Testament speaks of “the Scriptures.” Where in the Old Testament is the resurrection of Christ mentioned? Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, by the Holy Spirit, says in the “sixteenth Psalm” (Ps. 16:8-11; Acts 2:24-32); and Paul at Antioch says in the “second Psalm” (Ps. 2:7, Acts 13:32-37). The God-breathed Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16) were the basis and the authority of the utterance of the apostles, therefore they basis and the authority of the utterance of the apostles, therefore they had an authority above all question, for “where the word of a king is, there is power” (Eccl. 8:4); and the hearers who received their message had a solid rock upon which to rest, which could never be moved (1 Cor. 15:1-4).

CONDENSED FROM F. E. MARSH

SACRIFICE OF CHRIST

Ⅰ.  Necessary Sacrifice. “What the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and by a sacrifice for sin (margin), condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom. 8:3).

Ⅱ.  Offered Sacrifice. “Who needeth not daily to offer up sacrifice…He offered up Himself” (Heb. 7:27).

Ⅲ.  Removing Sacrifice. “Put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb.9:26).

Ⅳ.  Perfect Sacrifice. “Offered one sacrifice for sins forever” (Heb. 10:12).

Ⅴ.  Accepted Sacrifice. “ Christ…hath given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savor” (Eph. 5:2).

Ⅵ.  Substitutionary Sacrifice. “Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7).

Ⅶ.  Remembered Sacrifice. “Gather My saints together unto Me, those that have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice” (Ps. 50:5).

 CONDENSED FROM F. E. MARSH

THE DEATH OF CHRIST

In Seven Aspects 

A Death of Shame (Heb. 12:2; Isa. 50:6; Mark 14:65)

A Death of Suffering (Luke 22:15; Heb. 2:9-10)

A Marty’s Death (1 Peter 2:21; Acts 2:23; 13:28)

A Sacrificial Death (Heb. 9:14,26; Eph. 5:2)

A Sin-bearing Death (1 Peter 2:24; Isa. 53:6; John 1:29)

A Voluntary Death (John 10:18; 18:8-11; 19:30)

An All-sufficient Death (John 19:30; Heb. 1:2; Isa.42:21)

RITCHIE

BONDS WHICH COULD NOT HOLD

“ Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death; because it was not possible that He should be holden of it” (Acts 2:24).

Ⅰ. It Was Not Possible That the Bands of Death Should Hold Our Lord.

He derived His superiority to the bondage of death:

A.  From the command of the Father that He should have power to take His life again (John 10:18).

B.  From the dignity of His human person:

    As in union with Godhead.

    As being in itself absolutely perfect.

C.  From the nature of things, since without it we should have:

    No assurance of our resurrection (1 Cor. 15:17).

    No certainty of justification (Rom. 4:25).

    No representative possession of heaven (Heb. 9:24).

Ⅱ.  It is Not Possible That Any Other Bands Should Hold His Kingdom.

 A.  The firm establishment of error shall not prevent the victory of truth.

 B.  The scholarship of His foes shall not resist His wisdom.

 C.  The ignorance of mankind shall not darken His light.

 D.  The power, wealth, fashion, and prestige of falsehood shall not crush His kingdom (Acts 4:26).

Ⅲ.  It is Not Possible to Hold in Bondage Anything That Is His.

 A.  The poor struggling sinner shall escape the bonds of his guilt, his depravity, his doubts, Satan, and the world (Ps. 124:7).

 B.  The bondaged child of God shall not be held captive by tribulation, temptation, or depression (Ps. 34:19; 116:7).

 C.  The bodies of His saints shall not be held in the grave (1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Peter 1:3-5).

 D.  The groaning creation shall yet burst into the glorious liberty of the children of God (Rom. 8:21).

CONDENSED FROM C. H. SPURGEON

FATHER, FORGIVE THEM

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know

not what they do” (Luke 23:34).

Let us go to Calvary to learn how we may be forgiven; 

And then let us linger there to learn how we may forgive.

There shall we see what sin is, as it murders the Lord of love.

Ⅰ.  We See the Love of Jesus Enduring.

     To the closing act of human malice.

     To the utmost endurance of shame (Phil. 2:8; Heb. 12:2).

     To the extreme limit of personal suffering (Ps. 22:1-18).

Ⅱ.  We See That Love Revealing Itself.

     Love, when in a death-agony, still prays.

     Love thus brings heaven to the aid of those for whom it cares.

Ⅲ.  We See How the Loving Jesus Prays.

     For His wanton murderers in the very act.

     For their full and immediate forgiveness.

     For no other reason except their ignorance; and this plea grace alone could suggest or accept.

Ⅳ.  We See How His Prayer Both Warns and Woos.

     It warns, for it suggests that there is a limit to the possibility of pardon.

     Men may so sin that there shall remain no plea of ignorance—none whatever. It woos, for it proves that if there be a plea, Jesus will find it.

Ⅴ.  We See How He Instructs from the Cross.

     He teaches us to forgive the utmost wrong (Mark 11:25).

     He teaches us to pray for others to our last breath (Acts 7:59,60).

     There is something in this plea that at first confounds me, and that makes me ask with reverence in what sense Christ used it. Surely ignorance is not the gospel plea. Ignorance gives no man a claim on God…. We are not to say, “Being justified by ignorance, we have peace with God.”…Ignorance is not innocence, it is often a sin; and one sin is no salvation from another.

The ignorance of Christ’s enemies of what is involved in their capital crime brings them within the pale of mercy, and allows their pardon to be a possibility on the ground which His cross supplies. Perhaps no mere men really know what they do in repudiating Christ. Satan knew what he did, and nothing has been said in our hearing of any gospel for him; but human sinners cannot fully know; and their ignorance, though it does not make sin sinless, leaves it pardonable. –Charles Stanford.

O Savior, Thou couldst not but be heard! Those who out of ignorance and simplicity thus persecuted Thee, find the happy issue of Thine intercession. Now I see whence it was that 3,000 souls were converted soon after, at one sermon. It was not Peter’s speech, it was Thy prayer, that was thus effectual. Now they have grace to know and confess whence they have both forgiveness and salvation, and can recompense their blasphemies with thanksgiving.

What sin is there, Lord, whereof I can despair of the remission. Or what offense can I be unwilling to remit, when Thou prayest for the forgiveness of Thy murderers and blasphemers?  --Bishop Hall.

It was a mark of true moral grandeur in the character of Phocion, that, as he was about to be put to death, when one asked him whether he had nay commands to leave for his son, he exclaimed, “Yes, by all means, tell him from me to forget the ill-treatment I have received from the Athenians.”

Such a spirit of forgiveness, if it became a heathen, will much more become a disciple of the gentle and loving Christ, Who, in His dying hour, prayed, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” No one has a right to claim the Christian spirit who refuses to forgive a foe, and even cement his forgiveness by some act of self-denying love.

An older boy in a school was so abusive to the younger ones, that the teacher took the vote of the school whether he should be expelled. All the small boys voted to expel hi except one, who was scarcely five years old. Yet he knew very well that the bad boy would continue to abuse him.

“Why, then, did you vote for him to stay?” said the teacher. “Because if he is expelled, perhaps he will not learn any more about God, and so he will become still more wicked.” “Do you forgive him, then?” said the teacher. “Yes,” said he, “father and mother forgive me when I do wrong; God forgives me too; and I must do the same.” –The Biblical Treasury.

CONDENSED FROM C. H. SPURGEON

THE FORSAKEN SAVIOR

Matthew 27:46

Ⅰ.  MY GOD, MY GOD, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?

     In this terrible moment, with a sense of desertion, Christ does not let go His hold on God. Not O God, but My God. The title He uses is descriptive of strength. We miss this in our version. He addresses God as the mighty God. There is here no question of relationship, only a deep agonizing cry to One whose presence was not felt..

     How different from us! When trouble comes, doubts often arise, not only as to God’s love and tenderness, but even as to His existence.

Ⅱ.  My God, My God, WHY Hast Thou Forsaken Me?

     Not the “why” of impatience and despair; only “the cry of a lost child, who cannot understand why His Father has left Him.” It is not wrong to ask questions when trouble comes. It is not strange that God should sometimes turn His face from us.

Ⅲ.   My God, My God, Why Hast THOU Forsaken Me?

      To be deserted by Judas was not surprising; nor by the apostles, when we consider their ignorance and weakness. But to be forsaken of the Father did seem strange. He had said: “ This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Ⅳ.  My God, My God, Why Hast Thou FORSAKEN ME?

     Had God forsaken Him? The intensity of Christ’s sufferings and the absence of sympathizing friends produced a sense of loneliness and desertion. Some say this was all. But there was more than this. He hung upon the cross as the sin-bearer of the race. He had a sense, therefore, of God’s hatred of sin. This forsaking by the Father gives us a glimpse of what man unredeemed and unforgiven would endure.

Possibly, too, we may see in this painful experience another temptation of the devil. In the wilderness he tempted Christ to presume; now he tempts Him to doubt God’s care. Thus He was “tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin.”

SEEDS AND SAPLINGS

CHRIST REFUSES THE STUPEFYING DRAUGHT

“And they gave Him to drink wine mingled with myrrh;

But He received it not” (Mark 15:23).

Some think the intention of the soldiers was humane. Crucifixion was so lingering and painful that it was customary thus to deaden the consciousness of the criminal.

Ⅰ.  What Was the Savior’s Condition at That Moment?

    Intense anguish of soul combined with physical suffering.

    Christ’s nature was peculiarly sensitive.

    The sorrow at Gethsemane had already weakened Him.

    Now His sorrow had reached its height.

Ⅱ.  Why Did He Refuse the Proffered Relief?

    Not to awaken men’s admiration.

    Not to awaken men’s sympathy.

    A.  Because His sufferings were by Divine appointment; not simply accidental. He would not escape the full force of the penalty which He and undertaken to endure.

B.  Because He was unwilling to die without a full consciousness of the conquest which He was achieving over sin and death.

Ⅲ.  What Enabled Him to Dispense with This Stupefying Draught?

    It was the direct result of His self-surrender to the Father.

    He who gives up will, purpose, life, into the hands of God, may expect that God will be all in all to him.

Ⅳ.  What Lessons Does His Refusal Teach Us?

A. His true nobility.

B.  Our own duty under trial.

“The cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?”

It is our privilege to accept the Savior’s love,

He suffered, died, arose, ascended to heaven, and pleads now for us.

SEEDS AND SAPLINGS

Pentecost Sunday

THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT

Ezekiel 36:25-27

God Gives Us His Spirit:

Ⅰ.  To Cleanse Us from Sin.

   A.  The heart of man is full of “filthiness and of idols.”

1.  There is nothing so worthless, but it is idolized by us; nothing so filthy but it is harbored and indulged.

2.  The idols indeed are not set up in our houses, but in our hearts (Ezek. 14:3).

3.  And if the filthiness appear not in open enormities, yet our flesh and our spirit are contaminated with it throughout.

4.  Hence God pronounces the whole race of man to be “filthy and abominable.”

       B.  To cleanse us from these God imparts His Holy Spirit.

          1.  The Spirit cleanses from the lust and power of sin. 

          2.  Paul ascribes this effect to the Spirit in the strongest terms (Eph. 5:25-27).

Ⅱ.  To Renew the Heart.

   A.  A change must be radical, in order to be effectual (Matt. 12:33).

      1.  The heart, by nature, is hard and insensible as a “stone.”

      2.  The understanding is blind, the will obstinate, the conscience seared.

      3.  The soul is insensible of its state, because it is spiritually dead.

      4.  God therefore takes away this “stony heart out of the flesh.”

      5.  He does not really alter the powers of the soul; the faculties remain the same as they were before.

   B.  He gives in exchange “a heart of flesh.”

      1.  It is characteristic of the new heart that it is tender.

      2.  It is deeply affected with its own sin and misery.

      3.  It is melted with a sense of God’s unbounded mercies.

      4.  Thus, in fact, the Christian is made “a new creature.”

Ⅲ.  To Sanctify the Life.

    A.  God, by renewing the soul, changes also the life.

      1.  The renewed person longs for a perfect conformity to God’s commandments (Rom. 7:22).

      2.  By the indwelling of His Spirit He “causes” His people to obey Him.

          a. He constrains them by enlightening their understanding and inclining their will.

           b. He makes them delight in receiving and obeying His influences.

Application:

      Ⅰ. The freeness of God’s promise.

         A.  To whom is this promise made, but to those who are filthy and idolatrous?

         B.  Let none put it away from them as not belonging to them.

         C.  Rather, let all lay hold on it, and plead it before God.

Ⅱ.  The suitableness of God’s promise.

   A.  Can anything be conceived more suitable than the things here promised?

   B.  Let those who feel their need of cleansing, rejoice that God has promised them the desire of their hearts.

A. Ⅲ.  The preciousness of God’s promise.

B. Well does the apostle say, that the “promises are precious.”

         B.  In the purification and renewal of his soul He has all that man can desire.

CONDENSED FROM CHARLES SIMEON

THE HOLY SPIRIT

In Relation to Christ

  In His Incarnation (Luke 1:35)—Begetting
  In His Temptation (Matt. 4:1)—Leading
  In His Atonement (Heb. 9:14)—Offering
  In His Resurrection (1 Peter 3:18)—Quickening
RITCHIE

THE DAT OF PENTECOST

Acts 2:1-8, 12-18, 22-24, 32, 33, 39

Ⅰ.  Historically

    A.  The Passover commemorated the deliverance of the people of Israel from their bondage in Egypt. Added significance was given to this feast when they settled in Canaan, for it became also the feast of the firstfruits, when the sheaf of grain was waved before the Lord (Lev. 23:1-12).

    B.  Pentecost, meaning fifty, came fifty days after Passover. The generally accepted teaching is that it was the commemoration of the giving of the law at Mount Sinai. After Israel was settled in Canaan added significance was given to this feast. It marked the completion of the grain harvest which was begun at Passover time.

    C.  The Feast of Tabernacles commemorated the wanderings of Israel in the wilderness (Lev. 23:33-43). This feast marked the completion of the whole harvest, fruit, vintage, etc.

Ⅱ.  Typically

     A.  The typical meaning of the feasts:

        1. Passover marked the beginning of things rooted in redemption. The lamb was slain, and its blood sprinkled on the door. The lamb eaten was food and strength for the journey. Christ is our Passover (1 Cor. 5:7). He is the First Fruits of them that slept.

        2. Pentecost marked the completion of the harvest begun at Passover. It marked the completion of the work of Jesus in redemption. Pentecost was as much the work of Christ (Act 2:32, 33) as was Calvary. Calvary would have been incomplete without Pentecost. Wile the faithful Jews commemorated the giving of the law in days of old, the faithful followers of Jesus entered into the new covenant （Heb. 8:10）.

        3. Tabernacles pictures the final harvest of redemption when the saints of God will be gathered from everywhere to be with Him. It is yet to come in fulfillment (Rev. 7:9,10).

    B.  The typical teaching in the lives of the disciples:

        1.  They were partakers of the firstfruits of Christ’s redeeming work.

        2.  To the disciples and others, Pentecost was the fulfillment of their initial salvation—the completion of what had begun at Passover. They experienced the inner dynamic, the fullness of the Holy Spirit. They became the spiritual body of Christ, the Church.

     C.  The typical teaching as related to Christ:

        1.  He is our Passover, sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7), the Lamb of God. His blood was shed for the remission of sins. On the day after the Passover, the first day of the week, when the sheaf of the firstfruits was waved before from the grave, “the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20).

        2.  Pentecost was the completion of His provision of redemption (Acts 2:32, 33). At Calvary, Jesus had shed His blood as a ransom for many. At Pentecost, Jesus “shed forth this” in sending the promise of the Father upon the faithful, waiting disciples.

Ⅲ.  Doctrinally

    A.  Pentecost is the earthly reflection of Christ’s heavenly exaltation. He is exalted above—His sending of the Holy Spirit was an indication of this exaltation, as He had said (read John 7:38, 39; also 16:7).

    B.  Pentecost means that the children of Christ share in His victory. His whole life on earth was for us; He died for us; “He now appears in the presence of God for us” (Heb. 9:24). He is exalted fro us; He shares this great victory with us; sends the promise of the Father, fills with His Spirit, empowers us to be victors in life and service.

    C.  Pentecost is the pledge of the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church (John 14:16).

SELECTED

Pentecost marks not only the beginning of the church as an organized society, but also the recognition of its unity….That there is a basic oneness of the Christian community is a reality which Pentecost never allows us to forget.

SAMUEL MCCREA CAVERT

Graduation Messages

A GOOD SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST

2 Timothy 2

Ⅰ.  He Must Be Strong (v. 1).

    A.  Strong in faith.

B.  Strong in grace.

C.  Strong in determination (see Dan. 1:8).

Ⅱ.  He Must Be Able to Instruct Others (v.2).

    A.  Able to train others for the ministry.

B.  Able to ordain others for the ministry.

C.  Able to be watchful and see that he ordains “faithful” men to the ministry.

D.  Able to ordain men who will sincerely aim at the glory of God, honor of Christ, welfare of souls, and the advancement of the kingdom of God.

Ⅲ.  He Must Be Able to Endure Hardness (v.3).

    A.  Soldier (v. 3).

B.  Athlete (v. 5).

C.  Husbandman (v. 6). The husbandman has to extract bread from the unwilling ground; and he may have to do this under unfavorable conditions.

Ⅳ.  He Must Not Entangle Himself in Affairs of This World ( v. 4).

    A.  Business affairs.

B.  Political affairs.

C.  Social affairs (where immorality is involved).

D.  The great care of a soldier be to please his general. Jesus is our great general (see Heb. 2:9).

Ⅴ.  He Must See to It That in Carrying on Spiritual Warfare He Observes Laws of War (v. 5).

    Study carefully Matthew 5:39-48; Romans 12: 17-21; 2 Corinthians 10:4 for rules of warfare.

Ⅵ.  He Must Be Willing to Wait for Recompense (v. 6).

    A.  If we would be partakers of fruits, we must labor.

B.  If we would gain the prize, we must run the race.

C.  If we would receive the promises, we must do the will of God (see Heb. 10:35-39).

Ⅶ.  He Must Be Able to Suffer (vv. 8-13).

    A.  Paul suffered as an evil doer (v. 9).

    B.  Paul suffered cheerfully (v. 10).

Ⅷ.  He Must Be Student of the Word of God (vv. 14-26).

    A.  He must be able to edify others (v. 14).

B.  He must be able to rightly divide the word of truth (v. 15).

C.  He must be able to shun foolish questions (v. 16).

D.  He must be able to name and expose heretics (vv. 17-21).

E.  He must be able to conquer his own lusts (vv. 22,23).

F.  He must be able to deliver sinners out of the snare of the Devil (vv. 24-26). See Luke 4:18; Acts 26:16-18).
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GRADUATION

A father,  attending his son’s graduation exercises from collage, was heard to remark, “Well, I worked my way through college, and now I have just finished working my son’s way through.”

The Watchman Examiner

All that stands between the graduate and the top of the ladder is the ladder.

Graduation Means:

    Going forward

    Ready to

    Accept God’s will—

    Determined to

    Understand His Word—

Alert to

Temptations—

Interested in

Others

Never forgetting that Christ is my helper. 

ELEANOR DOAN

THOUGHTS FOR GRADUATES

Isaiah 59:19

Ⅰ. Throughout this poem run the ideas of a conflict: an august and lonely warrior and man’s fatal limitation of his delivering might.

Ⅱ.  The enemy “like a flood” suggests a reservoir dammed up in the hills. The barrier breaks and the flood devastates the valley.

Ⅲ.  Evil is imminent in our lives; watchfulness is always necessary.

     But there are special crises of temptation.

     One of these is the time of despair, as when Bunyan’s army of doubters invaded Mansoul; another the hour of special passion.

Ⅳ.  The evil in society around us is as a flood, like that which John saw poured from the dragon’s mouth to swallow up the woman.

     Special times of prevailing unbelief and infidelity recur in church history.

Ⅴ.  The individual is in himself powerless against such force, yet his sufficiency is in God.

      Many wish to live pure lives, but fail because they do not rely on “the Spirit of the Lord,” who alone can arrest the foe.

Ⅵ.  Human helplessness here occasions divine intervention. When there is no helper or intercessor, Christ does all.

Ⅶ.  Zeal equals compassion. Christ needs no persuasion and waits for no improvement any more than a mother hesitates of delays to shut herself up with her sick child, to fight disease at the risk of her own life.

Ⅷ.  Yet His would have been larger but for our limitations. The electric current is there, but installation is not perfect. The will must detach itself from sinful habit, if it is to feel the saving energy of Christ.

F. B. MEYER

Mother’s Day

A TRUE WOMAN—

FROM THE BIBLE STANDPOINT

“She will first of all have her heart opened by the Lord—as Lydia” (Acts 16:14).

Then she will be ready to follow Jesus anywhere, through “evil report or good report,” even to the cross if need be, as did the Marys (Mark 15:40, 41).

She will not be united to any but a Christian (see Ex. 2:1; 2 Cor. 6:14).

Her husband’s heart can safely trust in her (Prov. 31:11).

She will prove a “helper in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 16:3).

The motto of her house will be, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15).

Her children will early be brought to Jesus as the “Mothers of Salem” brought their little ones for Him to bless (Matt. 19:13,14).

Her will look well after all in her house (Prow. 31:17).

She will not only be willing to receive God’s people into her home, but will be ready to bestow “much labor” on them, as Mary (Rom. 16:6).

She will work for the poor, as Dorcas (Acts 9:36-39).

She will be ready to serve Jesus at all times, as Martha (John 12:2).

She will be equally ready to sit at Jesus’ feet in communion, as Mary (Luke 10:39).

She will labor much “in the Lord,” as did Persis (Rom. 16:12).

She will be a helper to the Church of Christ, as Phebe (Rom. 16:1).

She will be modest in dress and her chief adornment will be her good works (1 Tim. 2:9,10).

Instead of adorning her own person, she will give of her treasure to the Lord, as the Israelite women did (Ex. 35:22 and 38:8).

She will be able to give good advice to others, as did Mary mother of Jesus (John 2:5).

She will “have faith in God,” as the woman of Canaan (MATT. 15:28).

She will meditate on the Word of God and keep it in her heart, as Mary, the Mother of Jesus (Luke 2:19).

She will gibe of her time and work, not to sew for bazaars, etc., but to help on the Lord’s cause, as the women of Israel did when the Tabernacle was to be built (Ex. 35:25, 26).

Her lips will be ruled by the law of kindness and her conversation will show wisdom (Prov. 31:26)

She will be pure—discreet—and keep to her own home, not to be gossiping in others’ houses (Titus 2:4,5).

She will not be a busy-body—but “study to be quiet and mind her own business” (1 Peter 4:15).

She will be diligent (Prov. 31:19).

She will be gracious (Prov. 11:16).

She will be “ faithful in all things” (1 Tim. 3:11, etc.).

She will be separate from the world and act as becomes a “daughter of the
Lord God Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:17, 18).

She “will publish the tidings” of salvation (Ps. 68:11, R.V.).

She will be ready, as the women at the grace, to hasten and tell others of a Risen One. First see, then tell (John 20:18).

She will not live at ease (Isa. 32”9-11).

She will be waiting and watching for the Bridegroom’s coming, as the virgins should have done (Matt. 25:1-4).

She will be instrumental in saving others, as the woman of Samaria (John 4:39).

She will take all her sorrows to Jesus (John 11:2,3).

She will be qualified by God for His service, and therefore must be successful (Acts 1:14 and 2:18).

“She shall be praised” (Prov. 31:30).

She is valuable—“her price—far above rubies,” and the wise man’s question, “who can find” such a one, shows that this kind are not very plentiful.

The first step to a beautiful and successful life is letting the Lord into your heart (Prow. 31:10).

SEKECTED

Children’s Day

GOD AND LITILE CHILDREN

The Mosaic legislation was divine. God employed Moses as His instrument. In the Mosaic legislation we mark a marvelous advance in dealing with the children, beyond that attained even by the wisest nations and foremost thinkers of antiquity. It is full of tenderest affection, while the treatment of little ones by other cultures was pitiless and inhuman. Now let us look at God’s thoughts toward the children.

Ⅰ.  God Claims the Children (Ezek. 18:4; Ex. 13:2；Num. 3:12,13; Matt. 19:14).

Ⅱ.  He Makes a Distinction Between the Children of Believers and Unbelievers (1 Cor. 7:19). And it is of believing parents’ children that the Scriptures principally treat. Those in covenant relation with Himself. Those only can realize their obligations and fulfill their duty.

Ⅲ.  They Are His Choicest Blessing (Gen. 33:5; 48:9; Ps. 127:3; Ps. 128). (Hebrew—a possession, a portion assigned of God).
Ⅳ.  He Gives Command:

    A.  As to their training (Deut. 6:4-9; Prov. 26:6; John 21:15).

    B.  As to their treatment.

       1.  To be corrected (Prov. 22:15; 29:15; 23:13, 14).

       2.  Not to be provoked (Eph. 6:4).

   C.  To be provided for (2 Cor. 12:14).

Ⅴ.  He Gives Promises.

   A.  Of the Holy Spirit (Isa. 44:3; Acts 2:38, 39).

   B.  Of their faith (Isa. 59:21).

   C.  Of their godly integrity (Ps. 45:16; Prov. 20:7).

Ⅵ.  He Goes Beyond Parental Dealing—and Gives Them:

   A.  Commands (Col. 3:20).

   B.  Promises ( Prov. 3:1-10).

Ⅶ.  He Uses Them as Types of Character for His Kingdom (Matt. 18:3).

Ⅷ.  God’s Thought of the Children Finds Its Fullest Declaration in This Fact (Gal. 4:4; Matt. 2:11; Isa. 9:6).

J. A. R. DICKSON

Father’s Day

THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS

“I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham,

The God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” (Ex. 3:6).

Men have always been more or less influenced by great names. None have ever exerted a mightier influence over a nation than Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob did over the Jews and over their own children. The same holds true for fathers today.

These Bible men became famous chiefly through their connection with the living God. Modern fathers need to walk closely with God.

The words of the text were addressed to Moses at Horeb. But the same expression occurs elsewhere. It was a favorite designation of Jehovah.

Let us inquire what this phrase suggests to us:

Ⅰ.  Concerning God.

    A.  God’s eternity.

    B.  God’s unchangeableness.

    C.  God’s fidelity.

Ⅱ.  Concerning the Patriarchs

    A.  That they served God below.

        B.  That they lived with God above (Matt. 22:32).

Ⅲ.  Concerning Ourselves.

    A.  Honor Him.

    B.  Trust Him.

    C.  Love Him.

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob knew Him chiefly as a King. We, through Christ, may regard Him as our Father. He has conferred upon us the privileges of children, and promised us a share of His home in heaven. On this Father’s Day let us pledge ourselves to live for “the God of our Fathers” and dedicate our lives to model our Father-God to our families.
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Fourth of July

LIBERTY

To Fourth of July season, note, How Christ gives:

Ⅰ.  Freedom from the slavery of sin. “To set at liberty them that are bruised” (Luke 4:18)

Ⅱ.  Freedom from anxiety. “And to let him have liberty” (Acts 24:23).

Ⅲ.  Freedom to be. Hence to the right of authority “To them gave He the right (mar.) to become the sons of God” (John 1:12).

Ⅳ.  Freedom of approach. “Boldness (mar., liberty), to enter into the holiest” (Heb. 10:19).

Ⅴ.  Freedom to go where one will. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” ( 2 Cor. 3:17; James 1:25).

Note, also, What Freedom We Have in:

Ⅰ.  The purpose of Christ. He came “to set at liberty (Luke 4:18).

Ⅱ.  We are called to liberty. “Ye have been called unto liberty” (Gal. 5:13).

Ⅲ.  We have the Spirit of liberty. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor. 3:17).

Ⅳ.  We have liberty to come into the presence of God. “Having therefore, brethren, liberty to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Heb. 10:19, mar.).

Ⅴ.  We have the law of liberty, which we are to look into. “Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty and continueth therein…this man shall be blessed” (James 1:25).

Ⅵ.  We are to stand fast in the liberty. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free” (Gal. 5:1).

Ⅶ.  We are waiting for the glorious liberty.

    “ Delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 8:21).

CONDENSED FROM F. E. MARSH

THE LIBERTY OF CHRIST

John 8:36

We of this nation may justly boast of our civil freedom, and it is fitting that we celebrate Independence Day. But we are, like all mankind, under spiritual bondage.

Ⅰ.  In What Respects We Are in Bondage

    A.  Under the curse of the law.

        1.  The law of God requires perfect obedience. 

        2.  It lays a curse upon us for every transgression (Gal. 3:10).

        3.  Its precepts have been violated by us in ten thousand instances (Rom. 3:19, 23).

    B.  Under the power of sin.

        1.  Sin has infected our body and soul (Ps. 53:3).

        2.  No Christian can doubt respecting it (Rom. 6:16).

    C.  Under the tyranny of Satan.

        1.  The influence of Satan over us is often denied.

        2.  But the wickedness of men is ascribed in Scripture to his agency (Eph. 2:2).

        3.  And every impenitent sinner is expressly said to be in bondage to him (2 Tim. 2:26).

    D.  Under the fear of death.

        1.  This is a state of wretched bondage (Heb. 2:15).

        2.  Yet all may obtain a release from this yoke.

Ⅱ.  How We May Be Delivered from It.

A.  We cannot make satisfaction for one single breath of the law. Nothing but the blood of Christ can ever atone for sin (Heb. 10:4, 11,12,14).

B.  We cannot by an means renew and sanctify our own hearts. Our 

obligation and ability to do good can come from God alone (Phil. 2:13).

C.  It is not in the power of fallen man to resist the assaults of Satan. In God’s armor alone can any man hope to obtain the victory (Eph. 6:11,13).

        D.  We are no less unable of ourselves to disarm death of its sting.

        E.  The Son of God is able and willing to deliver us.

            1.  He came into the world to give us liberty (Isa. 61:1).

            2.  He has laid down His own life as the price of redemption (1 Peter 1:13,19).

            3.  He is also commissioned to liberate us by His power (Luke 12:20-22).

            4.  He will not withhold this blessing from any believing soul (John 12).

Ⅲ.  What Glorious Liberty We May Obtain.

    A.  He will free us from all our bondage.

        1.  The law shall never curse us (Rom. 8:1).

        2.  Sin also shall be cast down within us (Rom. 6:6, 14).

        3.  Satan too shall yield to Jesus (Rom. 16:20).

        4.  No longer shall death appear formidable as an enemy (1 Cor. 15:55).

    B.  He will introduce us to a state of perfect freedom.

        1.  Christ will give us a spirit of adoption (Rom. 3:15).

        2.  The most difficult duties He will render pleasant (Ps. 119:32).

        3.  He will not confine His blessings to this present life. 

ADAPTED FROM CHARLES SIMEON

Our Country

God bless our native land!

Firm may she ever stand

Through storm and night;

When the wild tempests rave,

Ruler of winds and wave,

Do thou our country save

By thy great might.

For her our prayer shall rise

To God, above the skies;

On Him we wait;

Thou who art ever nigh,

Guarding with watchful eye,

To thee aloud we cry,

God save the State!

JOHN SULLIVAN DWIGHT

Labor Day

WHY SHOULD GOD’S PEOPLE WORK?

On this Labor Day, let us look at how our work can be made to glorify our God. Some things Christians should consider. They work:

Ⅰ.  To show the genuineness of their faith and love (James 2:18, 26; John 14:15; 15:10, 14).

Ⅱ.  God chose and regenerated them that they might work (John 15:16; Eph 14:15; 15:10, 14).

Ⅲ.  Scriptures given to qualify them for work (2 Tim. 3:16,17).

Ⅳ.  Sufficient help offered to enable them to work (2 Cor. 9:8; 12:9; Phil. 4:13).

Ⅴ.  That they may be blessed and happy (James 1:25; John 13:17).

Ⅵ.  To glorify God and be like Him (Matt. 5:16, 44, 45, 48; 1 Peter 2:12; John 15:8; Titus 3:8).

     Let God’s people therefore Obey (Heb. 10:24).

G. T. 

SERVICE

We are set free to serve. God said six times to Pharaoh, “Let my people go, that they may serve Me.” We, too, are redeemed out of the spiritual Egypt to serve God—“Made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness” (Rom. 6:18-22). “That we, being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might serve Him” (Luke 1:74).

Ⅰ. Characteristics of God’s Service.

   A.  Loving service. “I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love” (Hos. 11:4).

   B.  Wholehearted service. “No man can serve two masters” (Matt. 6:24). “Present your bodies a living sacrifice…your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1).

   C.  All-including service. “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men…for ye serve the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23,24). “Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones…verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his God’s work as much as any seemingly more important. His field of service is wider than our field of vision.)

    D.  Holy service. “Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord” (Isa. 52:11). The Levites were purified…and after that went the Levites in to do their service” (Num. 8:21,22).

    E.  Joyous service. “Serve the Lord with gladness” (Ps. 100:2). “My servants shall sing for joy of heart” ( Isa. 65:14).

    F.  Satisfied service. “Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth for trouble” (Isa. 65:22).

    G.  Rewarded service. “God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love” (Heb. 6:10). “If any man’s work abide…he shall receive a reward” (1 Cor. 3:14). “…inasmuch as ye have done in unto one of the least of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto Me” (Matt. 25:34-40).
Ⅱ. Characteristics of God’s Servants.

   A.  Obedience. “His servants ye are to whom ye obey” (Rom. 6:16). “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it” (John 2:5). (It is not enough to be working for the Master, we must be working at His word.)

   B.  Gentleness, patience, meekness. “The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves” (2 Tim. 2:24, 25).

   C.  Love. “By love serve one another” (Gal. 5；13). “Let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18).

   D.  Expectancy, “…Blessed are those servants whom the Lord, when He cometh, shall find watching” (Luke 12:3-40).

Ⅲ.  Strength for Service. “Who is sufficient for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:16).

 “Our sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor. 3:5).

A.  Prayer. “And in the morning,, rising up a great while before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed” (Mark 1:35). (In the Gospel of God’s Servant, here in the first chapter, we see how He gathered strength in prayer.)

B.  Baptism of the Spirit (Acts 2). “They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the Word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).

C.  Following Jesus. “If any man serve Me, let him follow Me” (John 12:25). “Consider Him that endureth such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds” (Heb. 12:3).

D.  Looking to the Lord. “Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress: so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God” (Ps. 123:2). Answered by, “I will guide thee with Mine eye” (Ps. 32:8).

E.  Trust. “The God of heaven, He will prosper us; therefore we, His servants, will arise and build” (Neh. 2:20). “We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go against this multitude” (2 Chron. 14:11).

F.  Grace. “Let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear” (Heb. 12:28). “He giveth more grace” (James 4:6). “God is able to make all grace abound toward you…abound in every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8).

G.  Remembrance of Past help. Jesus said: “When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything? And they said, Nothing” (Luke 22:35).

Ⅳ.  The Glory of Service.

    “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who…made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the from of a servant…and humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him.” etc. (Phil. 2:5-11). “I am among you as He that serveth” (Luke 22:27). “Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant; even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:27,28).

SELECTED

THE SERVANT OF THE LORD

On this Labor Day Sunday let us consider the importance of hearing our Master say: “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21).

Ⅰ.  A Servant.

    A servant is one who exerts himself for the benefit of another.

    A servant of the Lord is one who exerts every part of his being for the good of the cause of Christ.

Ⅱ.  A Good Servant.

    A good servant of the Lord is one who knows what to do and when to do it and how to do it for the glory of the Lord.

    A good laborer for the Lord is one who is efficient and effective, fearless and forceful, earnest and energetic.

Ⅲ.  A  Faithful Servant.

    A faithful laborer for the Lord is one who toils on and on in spite of failure, or discouragement, or hesitancy for the good of the kingdom.

Ⅳ.  A Trusted Servant.

    “I will make thee ruler over many things.” Great servants of the Lord have had humble beginnings. As they have served and gained strength and ability, the Lord has placed them is greater and greater places of responsibility. The person who is trustworthy in small things is likely to be put in trust with larger things.

Ⅴ.  A Commended Servant.

    “Well done.” It is like the Lord to praise the person who is good and faithful. He will not only commend such persons and encourage them, but will reward them.

    May we all be such good and faithful servants that we may win the “Well done” from the Lord in this life and the life to come.

SERMON OUTLINES

Thanksgiving 

GREAT REASONS FOR THANKSGIVING

Psalm 107:8

Ⅰ.  Our Great Country

    A.  We should truly thank God for our great and beloved nation.

        1.  Consider the Pilgrim fathers, Mayflower Compact, Constitution, Bill of Rights.

        2.  Contrast U. S. with many other nations today.

B.  We should thank God for the Christian home.

    1.  God started the race with a home.

    2.  Its perpetuity depends upon its proper use.

    3.  It should have a sacred place in our hearts and lives.

Ⅱ.  Our Great Spiritual Heritage.

     A.  We should heartily thank God for the blessed Bible.

        1.  We have only to think of what has happened to the Bible in such countries as Russia, Spain, Communist China.

        2.  We should prize it very highly, use it frequently, follow its teachings, love its laws and precepts, abide by its principles, and serve its Christ.

     B.  We should thank almighty God for the Church.

        1.  “Upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

        2.  Infidelity, Communism, liberalism and all unbelievers cannot destroy it.

Ⅲ.  Our Great Salvation

     A.  We should thank God for the Cross.

        1.  It saves us from sin.

        2.  It gives meaning to life.

     B.  We should thank God for our future prospect—heaven.

        1.  Heaven can be a very real thing for us even in this life.

        2.  In heaven we shall praise God completely and continually.

CONDENSED FROM E. E. WORDSWORTH

GRATITUDE: THE THEME OF THANKSGIVING

“When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God,

neither were thankful” (Rom. 1:21).

Ⅰ.  The Obligation.

It is the duty of all men to cherish a spirit of gratitude toward God, especially in this season of the year. This is evident when we consider the blessings and benefits which we enjoy.

A.  The works of creation furnish us with ground for thankfulness, in that they afford pleasure to the senses, support to our life, and are an evidence of the goodness of God.

B.  Health and reason are inestimable blessings.

C.  The position in which God has placed us is a ground for thankfulness. The pleasures of society; the facilities we enjoy for mental and moral improvement.

D.  God’s providential care through the year is a ground for thankfulness. We have been guided, guarded, and sustained in our physical lives.

E.  The spiritual blessing that are so freely bestowed are a ground for thankfulness; the gift of Christ and the offer of pardon and peace to all who believe on Him; the gift of the Spirit, with all the benefits which He confers; the promises of God and hope that is set before us; the joy that is unspeakable and full of glory. There is no means of measuring or weighing these gifts, and their cordial acceptance is the condition of receiving many more.

Ⅱ.  The Consequences of Neglecting This Obligation.

    A.  The loss of much real enjoyment.

B.  The loss of man’s respect.

C.  The hardening of the heart.

D.  The withdrawal of the blessings slighted.

E.  The cursing of the blessings, though they remain.

F.  The infliction of future punishment.

How may gratitude be expressed?

    A.  By giving to God our hearts’ best love. 

B.  By working for Him among our fellow-men.

C.  By openly testifying to those around us of the goodness of our God to us. 

SEEDS AND SAPLINGS

Advent and Christmas

SUNSHINE

“But unto you that fear My Name shall the sun of righteousness

arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow

up as calves of the stall” (Mal. 4:2).

There is one grand distinction among men—“Him that serveth God, and him that serveth him not.”

Fearing God is the mark which distinguishes man from man far more than wealth, rank or nationality.

The coming of Christ is calamity or a blessing to men according to their character.

What a change of figures! To the wicked “an oven!” (see v.1). To God-fearing men a “Sun!”

Ⅰ.  Let Us Think of Our Lord as the Sun.

    A.  He is the Center of the whole system of grace.

    B.  He is to us the Grand Attraction, the anchor, keeping us in our places, as the sun keeps the planets in their orbits.

    C.  He is without variableness or shadow of turning (James 1:17). In Himself He is forever the same, shining on without ceasing. 

    D.  To us He has His risings, and His settings. If for a while we are in the shade, let us look for His arising.

What the world would be without the sun, that should we be without our Lord. Can we conceive the gloom, the death, etc.?

Ⅱ.  Let Us Enjoy the Blessings Which He Scatters.

    A.  What light of knowledge, what warmth of love, what radiance of joy we receive from Him! Let us walk in it.

        B.  What health He gives! Healing for the sick, health for the strong.

        C.  What liberty He brings! “Yet shall go forth.”

        D.  What growth He fosters!—“and grow up as calves of the stall.” A heart which communes with Jesus possesses a freshness of youth, and ease of life, and other advantages, which admirably fulfill the comparison of “ calves of the stall.”

        We have not to make a Sun, or move the Sun, or buy the Sun; but only to step into the free and blessed sunshine. Why do we hesitate?

        Why do we not faith pass from darkness into His marvelous light?

There is a beautiful fable from ancient mythology to the effect that Apollo, who represents the sun, killed a huge poisonous serpent by arrows surely aimed, and shot from afar. It intimates that sunbeams, darted straight from heaven, destroy many deadly things that crawl upon the ground, and so make the world a safer habitation.

The parable is, in this respect, a stroke of truth, and it coincides with a feature of the eternal covenant. Light from the face of Jesus, when it is permitted to stream right into a human heart, destroys the noisome things that haunt it, as Apollo’s arrows slew the snake.      --W. Arnot.

A man scoffingly asked, “What advantage has a religious man over any one like myself? Does not the sun shine on me as on him?” “Yes,” replied his companion, a pious laborer, “but the religious man has two suns shining on  him at once—one on his body, the other on his soul.”  --The Biblical Treasury.

CONDENSED FROM C. H. SPURGEON

Matthew Henry, the famous Bible scholar, was once accosted by thieves and robbed of his purse. He wrote these words in his diary:

“Let me be thankful first because I was never robbed before; second, although they took my purse, they did not take my life; third, because, although they took my all, it was not much; and fourth, because it was I who was robbed, not I who robbed.”

Life without thankfulness is devoid of love and passion. Hope without thankfulness is lacking in fine perception. Faith without thankfulness lacks strength and fortitude. Every virtue divorced from thankfulness is maimed and limps along the spiritual road.

JOHN HENRY JOWETT

THE WISE MEN VISIT CHRIST

“ And when they were come into the house, they saw the

young child, with Mary His mother” (Matt. 2:11).

There were several very illustrious events connected with the incarnation of Christ. One of these preceded his birth, i.e., the annunciation by the angel to Mary, “Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor with God, and, behold, thou shalt conceive…and bring forth a son” (Luke 1:30). Then there was the appearance of the celestial choir, over the plains of Bethlehem, when they told the astonished shepherds that there was “born a Savior, Christ the Lord,” etc. (Luke 2:13). And last of all, there was the visit of the eastern sages, who came from afar to yield their homage. Notice,

Ⅰ.  The Persons.

    A.  Their designation. They are styled wise men, in the original, Magi: the term is applied in Scripture to those who studied astrology, and professed soothsaying and necromancy. The name is often applied to learned persons soothsaying and necromancy. The name is often applied to learned persons in general, and particularly to those skilled in astronomy. Observe.

    B.  The country from which they came. “From the East.” Some have supposed that they came from Arabia; and that they are alluded to in Psalm 72:10. But this was south of Judea. Others say, from Chaldea; but this was north. Most likely, therefore, from Persia, as this is east. Notice,

Ⅱ.  The Journey.

    A.  The cause of it. The appearance of a star; not a new planet, but some brilliant light, or fiery meteor; perhaps, that heavenly luster beheld by the shepherds (Luke 2:9). At this time, there was a general expection that some celebrated person would appear. The Jews were expecting their long-predicted deliverer, the Messiah.

    B.  The journey itself. One of twelve of fourteen day; connected with great fatigue, expense, and danger.

    C.  Its termination. They pursued their way and persevered, until they arrived at the place where they found the young child.

Ⅲ.  The Worship They Presented.

    “They fell down….” In this they manifested,

    A.  Great faith. How unlikely to the eye of sense, that this babe was to be an illustrious prince! All appearances against it. Poor village, humble parents—nothing great—no palace, nor splendor; yet, despite this, they received Him as God’s Son, the world’s Messiah, and worshiped Him as such.

    B.  Great humility. “Fell down at His feet.”

    C.  Great reverence. “And they worshiped Him.” Gave to Him supreme honors.

    D.  Great generosity and self-devotion. Opened their treasures, and presented to Him “gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” The very best their country yielded. Some say, gold they offered Him as a Prince; frankincense, as a Priest; and myrrh, as the Messiah, who should be cut off for the sins of the people. Others say, gold, as denoting their faith in Him; the frankincense of devotion; and the myrrh of self-denial. Notice,

Ⅳ.  The Journey.

    A.  A tacit and public reproof of the Jews. They paid no regard to the event; received Him not. Even the priests at Jerusalem, who directed the wise men, moved not one step themselves. Reserved for strangers—Gentiles, to do honor to the appearance of the Savior of the world. It presents,

    B.  An interesting illustration of Divine Providence. By the wise men’s visit, and the presents they brought, it is likely that the holy family were provided with means to go and remain in Egypt during the life of the murderous Herod; the beasts gave Christ a dwelling and a cradle; the fish yielded Him tribute-money; the Persian Magi supported Him in His exile; and the rich gave Him a tomb at His death.

    C.  The true way to obtain wisdom and salvation. To observe the signs God placed before us. To follow the leadings of the star of revelation, which is as a light shining in a dark place. The star of a preached gospel; for ministers are stars in the hand of Christ. The star of the Spirit’s operation, “until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19).

    D.  The homage which Jesus expects from His people. We must give Him gold—our heart’s love and confidence; incense—our prayers and praise; and myrrh—our obedience and self-denial. “If any man will be My disciple, let him take up his cross and follow Me.”
        E.  Those who neglect the star of Christ must remain in darkness, unbelief, and sin. And “he that believeth not in Christ is condemned already, and the wrath of God abideth on him.”

CONDENSED FROM JABEZ BURNS

CHRIST’S NATIVITY

Luke 2:8-11

In the circumstances surrounding the birth of Christ, we see much of the hand of God. The decree of Caesar Augustus, which directed Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, was used to fulfill ancient prophecy (vv. 1-3; Micah 5:2). The low and humble state in which the Savior was born (v.7) serves as an example of the treatment He should receive from the world in general, while the ministry of attendant angels indicated the honor which God would put upon Him notwithstanding (John 1:10,11).

Let us notice some of the particulars of the history, before we enter on the immediate subject of the text:

1.  Observe the interest which the angels felt on the occasion. The minds of men were wholly occupied with the “taxing,” and the decree of the emperor; but their thoughts are full of Christ. The rulers and principal inhabitants of Jerusalem overlooked what had humble shepherds in the field are visited by an angel from heaven.

2.  Not only did an angel appear to them, but “the glory of the Lord shone round about them.” Angels sometimes made their appearance in human form, as in the instance of Abraham and Lot; and great and interesting, they appear in all their native dignity and glory, that it might be seen they brought a message immediately from God.

3.  The effect is had upon the shepherds: “they were sore afraid,” but were afterwards cheered by the heavenly messenger. Mary Magdalene also was greatly alarmed at the appearance of the angel at the sepulcher and as both these visions took place amidst the scene. Yet in this awesome manifestation of the divine glory, there is a mixture of tender mercy; and the shepherds are filled with fear and hope, a presentiment of the feelings which the gospel should inspire.

4.  The object proclaimed is the “Savior.” When an angel turns preacher he does not speak of himself, nor draw the attention to that quarter, but to Christ, as the supreme object of regard. What an example to all who engage in the sacred ministry!

5.  The good news was common to “all people” and not to one nation only. The highest and best source of consolation is that which is common to all Christians, and consists in the common blessings of salvation, and not that which distinguishes one people or one Christian from another. David’s principal desire, and also Paul’s, is equally the desire of all who truly believe (Ps. 27:3; Phil. 3:8).

6.  The good news, though common to all people, was more immediately addressed to the shepherds, who like many others were waiting for the consolation of Israel, “To you is born a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”

7.  In this heavenly message particular attention is paid to time, place, and other circumstances, to show their agreement with ancient prophecy (v.11). Not an angel from heaven must be permitted to speak anything contrary to what is written in the Scriptures of truth (Gal. 1:8).

Ⅰ.  Consider the Subject of the Angelic Message, and See What “Good Tidings” Are Contained in It.

A.  The birth of Jesus Christ was itself good news. This was the great object of prophecy from the beginning of the world, and the hope of the church in all ages (Zech. 9:9). God was now manifest in the flesh, even Immanuel, God with us. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us, the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

        B.  The gracious design of His incarnation imported good tidings to a guilty and ruined world. He came to do the will of God, to die as a ransom for us, to rise from the dead, to ascend into heaven, and make intercession for us. The Son of God was manifested to destroy the works of the devil, to bring glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, and good will to men.

        C.  The way of salvation, which the coming of Christ provided, forms an essential part of the good tidings brought to us by the angel. To us is born “a Savior,” which is Christ the Lord. Repentance and remission of sins are now preached among all nations.

Ⅱ.  These Tidings Are a Matter of Joy (“ of Great Joy to All People”).

    The term here employed is strong, and never used but on great occasion—for the joy of harvest, or an important victory; but it is fully applicable to the subject under consideration.

    A.  The coming of Christ was the joy of the Old Testament church, while they lived only in the hope of this great event (Isa. 25:9; John 8:56). How much more when it is fully realized.

        B.  All the joy of believers, during the lifetime of our Savior, centered entirely on Him. Mary and Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna, and all who looked for redemption on Jerusalem, rejoiced and triumphed in the incarnation, when they saw the mercy promised to the fathers, and the performance of the holy covenant. Christ was the joy of His immediate disciples and followers.

        C.  All the joy in the times of the apostles, had an immediate reference to Christ and His salvation. Jerusalem, which had been the scene of His deepest abasement, was afterwards filled with peace, and joy, and gladness, and gladness, and resounded with the triumphs of the ascended Savior. There was great joy also in the city of Samaria, but it was through the doctrine of the cross. The  apostles triumphed in every place, but it was because the glory of His name was spread abroad.

        D.  Christ and His salvation made all their troubles and sorrows light and momentary; they counted not their lives dear for His sake. The history of the primitive church is a history of sufferings in the cause of Christ, and of joy and rejoicing in His holy name. This also is the way for us.
Ⅲ.  What Is Necessary to Render These Good Tidings a Matter of Real Joy to Us?

It is an undoubted fact that they do not produce joy in all. They did not then, and they do not now. Many think the tidings of the gospel not worth hearing. Many who hear, neglect them, of feel no interest in them. Some who seem to rejoice for a time become indifferent; and afterwards wither away.

To become the subject of real joy, these tidings must be believed as true, and to be received with the utmost cordiality. Christ was in the world, and the world knew Him not; He came unto His own, and His own received Him not. Those who did receive Him and believed were born again.

In particular, it includes a deep conviction of our guilty, lost, and ruined state, which is presupposed by the gospel; and which must be felt and realized before it can convey to us tidings of great joy.

Also a cordial reception of the gospel itself, as revealing the only way of salvation; obeying it from the heart, and receiving the truth in love. 

CONDENSED FROM CHARLES SIMEON

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

“Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,

Which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).

Ⅰ.  The Time of Christ’s Birth.

The exact year is not known; it is generally believed to have been from three to six years before the common era. The 25th of December, which we observe, was fixed for the festival in the fourth century.

It was, however, a time appointed by God, when the Roman Empire was widely extended, and communication was easy between all parts of the world; when the Greek language was generally understood,, and afforded a fit medium through which the apostles could communicate the Gospel to men; and when Jews were already settled in many lands. The nations were weary of idolatry; and the Jewish religion had become corrupt and lifeless; the world was at peace.
Ⅱ.  The Place of Christ’s Birth.

    Bethlehem, the birthplace of David; according to prophecy. A stable. Caravans often passed the night in such places in the East; men, women, children, camels, etc., all rested together.

    “ No room in the inn.” So now, no room in men’s hearts.

Ⅲ.  The Announcement of Christ’s Birth.

    To shepherds; by angels.

    These shepherds were evidently pious men.

    The Gospel is for those engaged in toil.

    Heaven is nearest to those who are honestly pursuing their calling.

    They went promptly to seek Christ.

    They published the glad tidings to others.

Ⅳ.  The Object of Christ’s Birth.

    “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

    “Peace on Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

    “Peace on earth,” said the angels.

    “Peace I leave with you,” said Christ. 

SEEDS AND SAPLINGS

THE GLORIOUS MEANING OF CHRISTMAS

Luke 2:15

Ⅰ.  To God

    A.  To God the Father it meant the giving of His only begotten Son (John 3:16).

    B.  To Christ the Son it meant leaving heaven’s glory to suffer and die (Phil. 2:5-8).

Ⅱ.  To the World 

    A.  To the world it meant that God had provided a Savior (Matt. 1:21; Isa. 53:6)..

B.  Imagine our world without Christ.

    1.  Before Christ came.

    2.  Untouched portions or areas of the world today where Christ is unknown.

C.  The inadequacy of mere philosophy, education, law, etc.

Ⅲ.  To Man

    A.  To us it means that God offers eternal life as a free gift (John 1:12; Rom. 6:23).

        1.  Christ and the Samaritan woman at the well.

        2.  Bunyan’s immortal allegory describes Christian leaving the City of Destruction, his ears plugged by his fingers, crying, “Life, Life, eternal Life!”

B.  To the saints in glory it means bliss forevermore (John 14:1-3; 2 Cor. 5:2; Phil. 1:21-23).

    1.  With loved ones gone before.

    2.  With angels in glory.

    3.  With Christ, our Savior, yea, and all the holy Trinity. 

C.  To the Spirit-filled Church it must ever mean passion, perspective, sanctified vision, and undying love.

    1.  The shepherds told the story.

    2.  The Early Church proclaimed it.

    3.  The Christian martyrs died for it.

    4.  Unless Christ becomes an indwelling Presence, a divine and Christian incarnation, we do not yet know the real meaning of Christmas.

E. E. WORDSWORTH

Church Dedication

THE IDEAL CHURCH

Luke 2:15

Ⅰ.  To God

    A.  To God the Father it meant the giving of His only begotten Son (John 3:16).

    B.  To Christ the Son it meant leaving heaven’s glory to suffer and die (Phil. 2:5-8).

Ⅱ.  To the World

    A.  To the world it meant that God had provided a Savior (Matt. 1:21; Isa. 53:6).

    B.  Imagine our world without Christ.

       1.  Before Christ came.

       2.  Untouched portions or areas of the world today where Christ is unknown.

     C.  The inadequacy of mere philosophy, education, law, etc.

Ⅲ.  To Man

    A.  To us it means that God offers eternal life as a free gift (John 1:12; Rom. 6:23).

        1.  Christ and the Samaritan woman at the well.

        2.  Bunyan’s immortal allegory describes Christian leaving the City of Destruction, his ears plugged by his fingers, crying, “Life, Life, eternal Life!”

    B.  To the saints in glory it means bliss forevermore (John 14:1-3; 2 Cor. 5:2; Phil. 1:21-23).

        1.  With loved ones gone before.

        2.  With angels in glory.

        3.  With Christ, our Savior, yea, and all the holy Trinity.

    C.  To the Spirit-filled Church it must ever mean passion, perspective, sanctified vision, and undying love.

        1.  The shepherds told the story.

        2.  The Early Church proclaimed it.

        3.  The Christian martyrs died for it.

        4.  Unless Christ becomes an indwelling Presence, a divine and Christian incarnation, we do not yet know the real meaning of Christmas.

E. E. WORDSWORTH

Church Dedication

THE IDEAL CHURCH

The ideal church as revealed in the New Testament, like the New Jerusalem, has twelve gates to it:

Ⅰ.  The Foundation of the Church: the Christship of Jesus. “Thou art the Christ…Upon this rock will I build My church” (Matt. 16:18).
Ⅱ.  The Atoning Price of the Church: the blood of Christ. “The church…which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28).
Ⅲ.  The Administrator of the Church: the Holy Spirit. He sets “in the church” His gifts, severally as He will (1 Cor. 12:28).
Ⅳ.  The Head of the Church: the ascended Lord (Eph. 1:23; 5:23).

Ⅴ.  The Motive and Moving Power of the Church: love. The members are to love each other “as Christ loved the church” (Eph. 5:2, 5,25).

Ⅵ.  The Life of the Church: prayer, the power that brings release, even as it did to imprisoned Peter, when prayer was “made without ceasing of the church unto God” (Acts 12:5).
Ⅶ.  The Privilege of the Church: worship of the Lord. Christ is ever the One who in the midst of the Church leads her in praise to God (Heb. 2:12); and the Church is responsible, as well as privileged, to “ come together” to remember the Lord’s death (1. Cor. 11: 18-26).
    Ⅷ.  The Rule of the Church: edification, or building each other up (1 COR. 14:5, 12, 19).

Ⅸ.  The Responsibility of the Church: unity of action. There are to be no schisms in the body, but each member is to tarry for one another, and hold the Head by recognizing the members in mutual helps and assemblage (Eph. 2:18-22; 4:16)

Ⅹ.  The Custody of the Church: the truth. The Church of God is the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15). 

Ⅺ.  The Center and Circumference of the Church: God. It is called “the church of God,” “the church of the first-born” (1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Thess. 1:1; Heb. 12:23).

Ⅻ. The End of the Church: the glory of God. It displays His manifest wisdom and is to be to His manifested glory (Eph. 3:10, 21; 5:27).

    CONDENSED FROM F. E. MARSH

Communion Messages

THE ORDAINED MEMORIAL

Luke 22:19,20

Here we have full directions for observing the Lord’s Supper.

You see what it was, and how it was done.

The directions are plain, clear, definite.

Ⅰ.  The Main Object of the Supper Is a Personal Memorial.

    “In remembrance of Me.” We are to remember not so much His doctrines, or precepts, as His Person.

    Remember the Lord Jesus at this Supper:

    A.  As the trust of your hearts.

    B.  As the object of your gratitude.

    C.  As the Lord of your conduct.

    D.  As the joy of your lives.

Ⅱ.  The Memorial Itself Is Striking.

Simple, and therefore like Himself, Who is transparent and unpretentious truth. Only bread broken and wine poured out.
        Frequent—“as oft as ye drink it”—and so pointing to our constant need. He intended the Supper to be often enjoyed.

        Universal, and so showing the need of all. “Drink ye all of it.” In every land, all His people are to eat and drink at this table.

        His death is the best memory of Himself, and it is by showing forth His death that we remember Him.

Ⅲ.  The Object Aimed at Is Itself Inviting.

    A.  We may come to it, though we have forgotten Him often and sadly. In fact, this will be a reason for coming.

    B.  We may come, though others may be forgetful of Him. We come not to judge them, but to remember Him ourselves.

    Let us at the sacred table quit all other themes.

    Let us not burden ourselves with regrets, resolves, etc.

    Let us muse wholly and alone on Him Whose flesh is meat indeed, Whose Blood is drink indeed (John 6:55).

Our Lord Jesus has His own memorials of us, even as He has given us a memorial of Himself. The prints of the nails constitute forget-me-nots of a peculiarly personal and abiding kind: “Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands” (Isa. 49: 16). By these marks He sees what He has already suffered, and He pledges Himself to do nothing apart from those sufferings, for His hands, with which He works, are pierced. Since He thus bears in His hands the marks of His passion, let us bear them on our hearts.          

—C. H. S.

“This do in remembrance of Me.”

    1.  This command implies a knowledge of Himself. To remember, we must first know. It is no use saying to a man born blind, “Remember the sunshine.”.

2.  It reveals the love of Christ. Why should He care about our remembering Him? Dying voices have said to some of us, “Think of me sometimes; don’t forget me.” It is the very nature of love to want to be remembered.

3.  It implies a tendency to forget. God never founds a needless institution. It is a sin that we do not remember Christ more. We should thankfully use every help to memory.—Outline of an Address by Dr. Stanford.

CONDENSED FROM C. H. SPURGEON

The Lord’s Supper and the Kingdom

As Christ handed the cup to His disciples at the institution of the Lord’s Supper, He said: “This is My blood of the New Testament which is shed for many for the remission of sins; but I say unto you, I will not drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom” (Matt. 26:28, 29). The two phrases, “This is My blood” and “This fruit of the vine” take us back to the Cross and on to the kingdom….

We therefore see that the Lord’s Supper not only shows forth His death until He comes, but when He has come we shall still proclaim that death to which we owe everything, even as in the Millennium there will be commemorative sacrifices to point back to that death of deaths, that sacrifice of sacrifices, and that only atonement for sin (see Ezek. 46).

F. E. MARSH

7 PRECIOUS THOUGHTS ON THE LORD’S SUPPER

Ⅰ.  Sins Put Away.

    That is the first grand, soul-cheering thought connected with this beautiful ordinance (Isa. 1:18; 43:25; 44:22; 53:45; Matt. 1:21; Acts 13:38, 39; Rom. 5:6-8; Heb. 1:1-3).

Ⅱ.  Eternal Life.

    The Life died that we dead sinners might live (John 3:14-18; 3:36; 5:24; 6:37-40; 10:28-30; 1 John 5:1, 4,9-13).

Ⅲ.  It Tells Out the Guiding and Keeping Power of Jesus, Our Great High Priest.

    Like the cloudy pillar by day, and pillar of fire by night, that guided and protected Israel, so Jesus is our Leader, by the Spirit (John 16:13-15). Not only that He keeps; “He is able to keep that which we have committed unto Him” (Jude 24). See also Romans 5:8-11.

Ⅳ.  It Speaks of “Separation.”

    The blood separated Israel from Egypt. The blood was placed on the door-posts and lintels. Israel was shut-in to God, and the Egyptians shut out; the blood was the line of demarcation. There can be no true unity without separation—that was the mighty power for soul-winning and holy living in the early Church (see Acts 5:13; 2 Cor. 6:14-18).

Ⅴ.  The Unity of Body.

O what deep need in these days of a knowledge of this glorious truth! Christ is the Head, we are the members of His body. This is the Holy Spirit’s own figure (1 Cor. 12: 12-31; Eph. 4:1-16; 5:15-32). “One bread”—“one loaf” (1 Cor. 10:16-17).

Ⅵ.  Our Pilgrim Character.

    The table of the Old Testament was set in a wilderness; so is this, if it be truly the “Lord’s Table.” The world today also rejects Jesus; so does it reject the true disciple of today. We are “travelers through this worldly wilderness” (Ex. 12:8-11; Col. 3:11). The Lord’s table shows us that there can be no fellowship with the workers of iniquity; hence a separate table.

Ⅶ.  It Speaks Eloquently of the Coming of Our Lord.

“As oft as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till He come.” Often we find the sanctification of the believer connected with the doctrine of the “coming of Christ” (1 John 3:1-3; and many other similar passages).

SELECTED

Funeral Sermons 

TO DIE IS GAIN

“To die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).

Paul might be expected to feel thus; for he was a prisoner of Nero. Life was growing burdensome, and friends were few.

Incurable sufferers might be expected to feel thus; and those whose hearts are bowed down with continuous sorrow.

The aged might be expected to feel thus.

But death is not gain to all. The atheist cannot say this; nor the worldling, whose treasure is here.

To the Christian only “to die is gain.”

Ⅰ.  Because It Secures to Us Unfading Joys.

Ⅱ.  Because It Puts an End to Toil and Weariness.
Ⅲ.  Because It Frees Us from the Possibility of Pain and Sorrow.

Ⅳ.  Because It Delivers Us from the Assaults of the Evil One.

Ⅴ.  Because It Unites Us to the Great and Good of Every Age.

Ⅵ.  Because It Introduces Us into the Immediate Presence of Christ.

    How can we ensure these important blessings?

    “For me to live is Christ.”

    The word of Christ must be the rule of life.

    The grace of Christ must be the principle of life.

    The glory of Christ must be the object of life.

SEEDS AND SAPLINGS

THE DEATH OF GOD’S SAINTS

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints” (Psalm 116:15).

God regards the death of His saints with special interest.

Ⅰ.  Because of the Cost of Their Redemption.

Ⅱ.  Because of the Blessed Change That It Produces in Them.

Ⅲ.  Because It Adds to the Number of the Glorified.
Ⅳ.  Because It Exerts a Beneficial Influence upon the Living.

SEEDS AND SAPLINGS

REST

[ The following lines were found under the pillow of a soldier lying dead in a hospital near Port Royal, South Carolina. ]

I lay me down to sleep, with little thought or care, 

Whether waking find me here, or there.

A bowing, burdened head, that only asks to rest.

Unquestioning, upon a loving breast.

My good right hand forgets its cunning now;

To march the weary march I know not how.

I am not eager, bold, nor strong—all that is past,

I’m ready now to die, at last, at last.

My half day’s work is done, and this is all my part:

I give a patient God my patient heart,

And grasp His banner still, though all its blue be dim;

These stripes, no less than stars, lead after Him.

——BRYANT KREGEL《SERMON OUTLINES FOR SPECIAL OCCASIONS》
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