《2400 Outlines, Notes, Quotes, and Anecdotes for Sermons》
Volume 1

Scripture Outlines (Old Testament)
PREFACE

These outlines have been complied by request. This book may form a fitting companion to my recent volume of 1200 Notes, Quotes and Anecdotes which has had a good reception by Christian readers. As a young preacher, I was familiar with several books of skeleton outlines of sermons and found some of them useful for the orderly arrangement of my early discourses. For the preacher they provide useful mnemonics and give the audience points by means of which they can recall portions of messages that have been helpful or challenging. About 300 of the outlines in this compilation have been culled from others: the remainder are original.

In arranging these I have had recourse to my Loose-leaf study Bible which contains messages I have given over forty years in English and also in Telugu, one of the main languages of Southern India. I have felt that a systematic arrangement of these in Biblical order—would be more suitable than a haphazard collection of sermon notes.

One of the criticisms of my book 1200 Notes, Quotes and Anecdotes was that it might encourage preachers to be lazy. May I hope that this collection of Scripture outlines, as well as the previous volume, will, far from producing lazy preachers, stimulate users to further study and encourage the orderly presentation of Scripture texts. Skeletons, but are powerless unless clothed with bodies and infused with some measure of vital energy.

This volume is not to be treated as a book of sermons: it does not claim to be that: and it is different, too, from an outlined Bible. But it is hoped that it will provide students, even if they are not preachers, with material for further Bible study and give some insight into the art of homiletics. Many may find an outline to be a good starting-point for the development. Many may find an outline to be a good starting-point for the development of fresh lines of study or for the preparation of other original discourses.

As a further aid to the reader, preacher or student, I have prepared a general index of subjects treated and a full index of texts. It will be worth all the labour expended on the preparation of these outlines and indexes if some find real help from them.

A. NAISMITH

GENESIS

1 Bible Study Acrostic

Study—

  the Scriptures

        Jesus said, they testify of me        John 5:39

Theology

  —the knowledge of God

  —Jesus said, this is life eternal that they might know Thee, the only true God      John 17:3

   the Universe

        for—the heavens declare the glory of God; and the earth sheweth His handywork    Ps.19:1

      Doctrine

        Give attendance to reading—to doctrine        1 Tim.4:13

      Yourself 

        Take heed unto thyself; 1 Tim. 4:16

study to shew thyself approved unto God   2 Tim.2:15

2 In the Beginning

1 In the beginning of all Creation—God was there     Gen.1:1

2 In the beginning of God’s Way—Wisdom was there  Prov.8:22

3 In the beginning of Divine Revelation—the Word was there John 1:1,2,18

4 In the beginning of the New Creation—the Son was there   1 John 1:1

3 A Creation Study

The first creation a type of the new, as mentioned in 2 Cor.5:17; Gal.6:15 Eph.2:10; Eph.4:24.

1st DAY

‘Let there be light’—ILLUMINATION

Compare Heb.10:32; 2 Cor.4:6; Eph.5:8

2nd DAY

‘Let there be a firmament’—SEPARATION

Compare Gal.1:4l; John 17:16; 2 Cor.6:14

3rd DAY

‘Let the day land appear’—RESURRECTION

Compare Eph.2:5; Col.3:1; Phil.3:10,11

4th DAY

‘Let there be light’—IMPARTATION

(Light never shines for its own sake but for the benefit of others).

Compare the Sun and Mal.4:2; John 9:5

Compare the Moon and Song of Sol.6:10; Matt.5:14

Compare the Stars and Phil.2:15; 1 Cor.15:41;Dan.12:3

5th DAY

‘Let the waters bring forth’—MANIFESTATION

Compare the believer’s progress through the world –1 Pet.2:11; Phil.3:12-14; Ps.84:7

Compare the believer’s ability to rise above the world—Exod.19:4; Isa.40:31; Col.3:1

6th DAY

‘Let us make man’—CONFORMATION

Compare Rom.8:29; Phil.3:21; 1 John 3:2

7th DAY

‘And God rested’—SATISFACTION

Compare Ps.103:5; Ps.36:8; Ps.17:15

G.H.

4 Divine Election

‘The generations of’—a phrase occurring 11 times in Genesis—indicates the divisions of the book. It occurs altogether 13 times in the Old Testament, the other two being in Num. 3:1 and Ruth 4:18, and once only in the New Testament.

The occurrences in Genesis are—2:4; 5:1; 6:9;10:1;11:10;11:27; 25:13;25:19; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2

GOD CHOSE—every family in Adam (Eph.3:15)

SETH out of Adam’s family    Gen.5:3

SHEM out of Noah’s family    Gen.11:10

ABRAM out of Terah’s family   Gen.12:1

ISAAC out of Abraham’s family  Gen.17:19

JACOB out of Isaac’s family     Gen.25:23

JUDAH out of Jacob’s family     Gen.49:8-10

5 Sin and Death

  In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die   Gen. 2:17

1 Sin is a FATAL DISEASE. This is the Operation of Physical Law    James 1:15

2 Sin is a TERRIBLE MASTER. This is the operation of Economic Law  Rom.6:23

3 Sin is a PUNISHABLE OFFENCE. This is the operation of Criminal Law  Ezek.18:20

6 Eve—A Type of the Church

Compare Gen. 2:18-25 with Eph. 5:30-32

  1 Earth’s ruler in Solitude—none to share his glory    Gen.2:18

  2 The Divine purpose for the man—‘an help meet for him’    Gen.2:18

  3 The Means to accomplish it—‘a deep sleep’ (emblem of death)  Gen.2:21

  4 The Wounded Side of the man—‘He took one of the ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof’   Gen.2:21

  5 The Bride formed out of the man—‘and the rib……made He a woman’   Gen.2:22

Note.  The Hebrew word translated ‘made’ literally means ‘built’

In Rev. 21:9,10 the glorified Church is seen both as a Bride and as a City.

7 Three Question from the World’s Oldest Books

  1 Where are thou?

THE SINNER      Gen.3:9

  2 Where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?

THE SACRIFICB   Gen.22:7

  3 Man dieth…and where is he?

THE SOUL         Job 14:10

8 Man’s First Disobedience    Gen.3:1-21

  1 The serpent’s 3-fold SUBTLETY—Cast doubt on God’s word, denied God’s truth and defamed God’s character    Gen.3:1,4,5

  2 The woman’s 3-fold REPLY—Misquoted God’s word,minimized the danger, and mistook God’s purpose.    Gen.3:3

  3 Satan’s 3-fold TEMPTATION—Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes and pride of life   1 John 2:16

  4 The sinner’s 3-fold ACT of disobedience—With her hand she took, with her mouth she ate   Gen. 3:6

  5 Sin’s 3-fold CURSE—on the serpent, the woman and the ground   Gen.3:14-17

  6 Transgression’s 3-fold FRUIT—Shame, Suffering, Separation   Gen.3:8,17,24

  7 God’s 3-fold PROMISE—‘I will put enmity’, ‘it shall bruise thy head’, ‘thou shalt bruise his heel’   Gen.3:15

9 The Sentence of Death   Gen.3:14-19; Rom.5:12

Seven Words—fulfilled in Christ on the Cross ‘He bore on the tree the sentence for me.’

SENTENCE—   on The Sinner    on The Saviour

  Sweat          Gen.3:19        Luke 22:44   ‘His sweat was as it were great drops.’

  Thorns         Gen.3:18        John 19:2    ‘a crown of thorns…on His head.’

  Curse         Gen.3:17         Gal.3:13    ‘Christ…made a curse for us.’

  Sorrow         Gen.3:17       Lam.1:12    ‘See if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow.’

  Bruise          Gen.3:15       Is.53:10    ‘Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him.’

  Sword          Gen.3:24       Zech.13:7    ‘Awake, O sword, against my shepherd.’

  Dust           Gen.3:19        Ps.22:15    ‘Thou hast brought me into the dust of death.’

10 Man’s Wardrobe

  1 The Sinner’s Dress—Fig-leaves—MAN-MADE and CHEAP(or filthy rags   Is.64:6)                                                Gen.3:7 

  2 The Believer’s Clothing—Coats of skin—GOD-GIVEN and COSTLY(the best robe Luke 15:21,22)                                Gen.3:21 

  3 “The Priestly Dress—White Robes—BLOOD-WASHED and CLEAN  Rev.7:13-15

 4 The Pilgrim’s Attire—White Garments—SPIRIT-WROUGHT and CHOICE. But the world (James 1:27) and the flesh (Jude 23)may defile them.

Eccles.9:8

  5 The Bridal Gown—Fine linen clean and while—HAND-WOVEN and COMPLETE                                            Rev.19:7,8

11 Cain and Abel   Gen.4:1-13

The way of Cain Jude 11; Prov.16:25

The blood of Abel  Gen.4:10; Heb.12:24 

  MAN’S WAY—seen in Cain

(a) A WRONG  APPROACH to God       Gen.4:3

(b) A WRONG  ANSWER to God          Gen.4:5

(c) A WRONG  ATTITUDE to his brother   Gen.4:8

  GOD’S WAY—seen in Abel

His Name—that which ascends: Desire after God

His Faith—Heb. 11:4

His Offering—‘Shedding of blood’    Gen.4:4; Heb.9:22

His Witness                       Gen. 4:10; Heb. 11:4

    ‘he being dead yet speaketh’

12 Enoch    Gen.5:21-24
  1 Enoch’s Conversion—at the age of 65, when Methuselah was born   Gen.5:22

  2 Enoch’s Communion—From that time he ‘walked with God’   Amos.3:3

                                                           Heb.11:6

  3 Enoch’s Service—He prophesied—the first to tell of the Lord’s coming.   Jude 14:15

  4 Enoch’s Translation—‘God took him’. Enoch was the only one for whom the funeral bell does not toll in Gen. 5                          Gen.5:24

    But search parties went out to look him                     Heb. 11:5

  5 Enoch’s Commendation—‘He pleased God’                 Heb. 11:5-6

13 Walking with God  

Gen.5:22. To walk with God involves—

1 Separation and Self-denial    1 Kings 8:53

2 Holiness and oral purity     Heb.12:14; Matt.5:8

3 Grace and gentleness    Acts 4:33; 1 Thess.2:7

4 Humility and tenderness   Acts 20:19; Eph.4:32

5 Zeal and Energy     Ps. 119:139; Phil.2:30

6 Patience and Longsuffering    Col.1:11

7 Faithfulness and uncompromising decision   Heb.3:2; Dan.3:18
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14 Grace and its Concomitants

Gen.6:8 ‘Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord’

This is the first mention of Grace in the Bible. The term occurs frequently and is used to denote—the Unmerited Favour of God (Rom.3:24; Eph.1:7; Eph.2:8; 1 Corr.15:10; Tit. 2:11); the Condescension and Sacrifice of Christ (2 Cor.8:9); the position into which Divine favour brings the believer (Rom.5:2); Divine help in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9); and Christian liberality (2 Cor. 8:6).

CONCOMITANTS OF GRACE:

1 Grace and Truth—came by Jesus Christ     John 1:17

2 Grace and Peace—Paul’s salutation 13 times in his letters

3 Grace and Knowledge—Part of the process of growth    2 Pet. 3:18

4 Grace and Mercy Grace for seasonable help     Heb. 4:16

5 Grace and Apostleship—for God’s servants      Rom.1:5

6 Grace and Supplication—for Israel in the Millennium    Zech.12:10

7 Grace and Glory ‘The God of all grace’ has called us to eternal glory by Jesus Christ’ (1 Pet.5:10).                               Ps.84:11

15 Parallel Chapters

   Genesis chapters 6,7,8 and Romans chapters 1 to 8

Rom.1     Gen.6:1-7,11-13     Man’s Depravity

Rom.2     Gen.6:8-10         A God-fearing few

Rom.3     Gen.6:14-22        Salvation’s Plan

Rom.4     Gen.7:1-15         Believing God’s Word

Rom.5     Gen.7:16-24        Faith’s Security

Rom.6     Gen.8:1-5         Through the Waters (Death and Resurrection)

Rom.7     Gen.6-12          The two natures, clean and unclean

Rom.8     Gen.8:13-22       The New Creation

16 The Raven and the Dove—Believer’s Two Natures

Gen.8:6-12; Gal.5:16,17

THE RAVEN an unclean bird that feeds on carrion: was only sent out once. (There was another in the ark but it was not sent) Found satisfaction in the old order, so did not return.

THE DOVE A clean bird: in Luke 3:22 the form assumed by the Holy Spirit. It made three flights.

1 Found no satisfaction in that which had come under God’s judgement.

2 brought back an olive leaf, Emblem of peacefulness and Earnest of fruitfulness.

3 did not return because God had provided for it in the new creation.

17 Abraham, the an of Faith   Gen. 12:1-8

‘Simple faith honours God and God honours simple faith.’

  1 Faith that Justifies       Gen.15:6; Rom.4:3

  2 Faith of Enterprise       Gen.12:4; Heb.11:8

  3 Faith that Testifies       Gen.12:7

  4 Faith that Sanctifies      Gen.12:8; Heb.11:10,13

  5 Faith that Multiplies       Gen.12:2; Heb.11:11-12

18 Four Steps

  1 Separation—Abraham went forth     Gen.12:5

  2 Failure—Abraham went down        Gen.12:10

  3 Restoration—Abraham went up      Gen.13:1

  4 Progress—Abraham went on         Gen.13:3

W.W.FEREDAY

19 Calling on the Name of the Lord

  It is recorded three times that Abraham called upon the name of Jehovah.

1 When he came into Canaan out of Ur (the world of the Natural man)  Gen.12:8

2 When he returned to Canaan from Egypt (the world of the Carnal man)  Gen.13:4

3 When he sojourned at Beer-sheba in the land of the Philistines   Gen.21:33

In each place he pitched his tent, the emblem of his pilgrim character. On the first and second occasions he built an altar in Canaan. On the third he went from Beer-sheba to Mount Moriah and built an altar there in obedience to God’s call.

20 The Tragedy of a Delusive Choice

LOT—looked toward Sodom     Gen.13:10

      leaned toward Sodom    Gen.13:12

      lived in Sodom          Gen.14:12

      legislated for Sodom     Gen.19:1,9

        (Cp. Ruth 4:1;2 Sam.15:2)

      lost his testimony in Sodom  Gen.19:14

      learnt the ways of Sodom  Gen.19:30

        (His drunkenness)

      left behind him the fruit of his backsliding   Gen.19:37

        （Moab and Ammon, progenitors of the enemies of God’s people）

21 Experiences of the Man of Faith

  1 GREAT CONFLICT 

      A Physical encounter to deliver Lot               Gen.14:14-16

      A Spiritual conflict to overcome temptation        Gen.14:21

  2 GRACIOUS CONSOLATION

      Body refreshed with bread and wine             Gen.14:18

      Spirit revived with divine blessing                Gen.14:19

  3 GLORIOUS COMENSATION

      ‘Thy shield’—Divine Protection                  Gen.15:1

      ‘Thy exceeding great reward—Divine Provision    Gen.15:1

22 Sodom or Salem

Two Kings came to meet Abram, the voctor--

Of Sodom, city of Pleasure    Gen.14:17

Of Salem, city of Peace       Gen.14:18

Two Things each brought to the victor

Sodom—a purse and a curse       Gen.14:21

Salem—bread and a blessing       Gen.14:18,19

Two Strengthenings offered to the victor—

Enrichment from the world      Gen.14:21

Encouragement from heaven    Gen. 15:1

23 Melchizedek

In History

The King-Priest Blessing     Gen.14:18-20

As king of Salem, he refreshed Abram

As priest of the Most High God, he blessed Abram

As king of righteousness, he received tithes

In Prophecy

The King-Priest Warring     Ps.110:1

In Doctrine

The King-Priest interceding    Heb.7:1-21

  (Greater than Aaron and Abragham)

24 Bread and Wine

1st Mention—

  Abram received bread and wine      Gen.14:18

    (Together associated with blessing)

  Bread alone—associated with a curse   Gen.3:19

  Wine alone—associated with a curse    Gen.9:21-24

2nd Mention—

  Nehemiah refused bread and wine, because of the fear of God  Neh.5:14-15

New Testament Mention—

   John the Baptist refrained from them, because of his Nazariteship  Luke 7:33

Today—

  Believers rejoice in the bread and wine, because of love to Christ  1 Cor.11:26

25 High-Priestly Blessing

  There are three orders of Priesthood in the Bible: and the first act recorded of the high-priest in each is blessing

1Patriarchal Order   Melchizedek—Actual benediction recorded Gen.14:19

2 Levitical Order     Aaron—Actual words are prescribed in Num.6:23-26                Lev.9:22

3 Spiritual Order           Jesus the Son of God—Benediction is not recorded                   Luke 24:50-51

26 The All-Sufficient God

El-Shaddai—God all-sufficient, translated ‘Almighty God’.

El—Strong One: Shaddai—Nourisher. The title occurs 31 times in Job.

  To Abram it meant—

1 A New Revelation of God     Gen.17:1

2 A New Walk before God      Gen.17:1

3 A New Covenant with God    Gen.17:2

4 A New Name from God       Gen.17:5

  (Abram became Abraham. The aspirate or ‘breathing’ was introduced into his name as the breath of God came into his life.)

27 The First Recorded Intercession    Gen.18:22-33

  1 Abraham’s  ACCEPTANCE with God ‘ I know him’    Gen.18:17-18

  2 Abraham’s  ATTITUDE before God (stood before the Lord) Gen.18:22

  3 Abraham’s  APPROACH to God (drew near)  Gen.18:23

  4 Abraham’s  APPEAL to God (he opened his heart to God)  Gen.18:24

  5 Abraham’s  ASSURANCE from God ( I will spare; I will not destroy)  Gen.18:26,28,30,31,32

28 Dust and Ashes yet Friend of God 

Abraham is described

  1 By himself as ‘Dust and Ashes’   Gen. 18:27

  2 By God as ‘ Abraham my friend’  Isa.41:8; James 2:23

  3 By Sarah, his wife, as her ‘lord’   1 Pet.3:6

  4 By his unconverted neigh-bours—‘God is with thee’  Gen.21:22

  5 By those with who he did business as ‘a prince of God among us’  Gen.23:6 (Margin)

  6 By his descendants as ‘never in bondage’   (John 8:33)

29 The Promised Son

  ‘Thine only son Isaac whom thou lovest’  Gen.22:2

  ‘His only begotten son’ Heb.11:17; John 3:16.

  Gen.21  Birth of the Promised Son   Isa.9:6

  Gen.22  Offering up of the Promised Son    Rom.8:32

  Gen.24  Marriage of the Promised Son     Rev. 19:7

30 The Testing of the Man of Faith

‘The Lord did tempt Abraham’   Gen.22:1

  1 His Obedience tested   Gen.12:1-4

  2 His Motives tested     Gen. 13:8

  3 His Faith tested       Gen.15:2-4

  4 His Love tested       Gen. 22:1-3

31 The Divine Provision

Jehovah-Jireh—the Lord will provide   Gen.22:8,14.

  1 The Victim appointed the only son   Gen.22:2; 1 Pet.1:20

  2 The Wood cloven by the father   Gen.22:3; Acts 2:23

  3 The Load carried by the son    Gen.22:6; John 19:17

  4 The Lamb provided by God     Gen.22:8; John 1:29

  5 The Substitute available in the stead of his son  Gen.22:13; 2 Cor.5:21

32 Jehovah-Titles of God   Gen.22:14

  Jehovah-jireh—The Lord will provide     Gen.22:14

  Jehovah-nissi—The Lord my banner     Exod.17:15

  Jehovah-shalom—The Lord send peace   Judges 6:24

  Jehovah-tsidkenu—The Lord our righteousness   Jer.23:6

  Jehovah-shammah—The Lord is there       Ezek.48:35

F.K.

33 The Blessings of Obedience   Gen.22:15-18

  1 Blessing of the Productive Life ‘I will multiply thy seed’  Gen.22:17

  2 Blessing of the Possessive Life ‘Thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies’   Gen.22:17

  3 Blessing of the Progressive Life ‘In thy seed shall all nations be blessed’  Gen.22:18

34 Bride for Isaac   Gen.24

  1 The Purpose of the Father (Abraham—Type of God the Father) Gen.24:4

  2 The Mission of the Servant (Eliezer—Type of the Holy Spirit)  Gen.24:10

  3 The Glory of the Son (Isaac—Type of the Son of God)  Gen.24:36

  4 The Call of the Bride (Rebekah—Type of the Church of God)  Gen.24:58

35 Steps of the Pilgrim Bride   Gen.24:56-67

  Her Decision ‘I will go’    Gen.24:58

  Her Discipleship ‘She followed the man’  Gen.24:61

  Her Delight ‘She saw Isaac’   Gen.24:64; (1 John 3:2)

They met, not at Isaac’s home nor at Rebekah’s, but in between (Cp.1 Thess.4:17).

Rebekah received the ‘earnest of the inheritance’ (Cp. Eph.1:14); the jewels that came from the father’s house were brought and bestowed by the sent servant, and betokened the son’s claim on her undivided affections.

36 A Young Man’s Choice

‘Esau despised his birthright’   Gen. 25:27-34

  1 A Choice of Tremendous Importance—between present Pleasure and future Profit     Gen.25:34

Every person has a ‘ Birthright’ because ‘born in sin’ and ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners’     1 Tim. 1:15

  2 A Choice of Terrible Consequence     Heb. 12:16

  3 A Choice of Tragic Permanence (‘Found no way to change his mind’)  Heb.12:17

37 Signs of Progress

‘Isaac sowed in that land…; and the Lord blessed him   Gen.26:12

  GOING

he went forward   Gen.26:13; Heb.6:1

  GROWING

he grew          Gen.26:13; 2 Pet.3:18

  GATHERING

    he had possessions   Gen.26:14; 2 Pet.1:5-8

38 Wells

  The Pilgrim’s Possession

‘Isaac digged again the wells of water’    Gen.26:17-18

  The Pilgrim’s Preservation

‘Spring up, O well; the princes digged a well’   Num.21:17,18

  The Pilgrim’s Consolation ‘ Passing through…make it a well’  Ps.84:6

  The Pilgrim’s Jubilation ‘With joy shall we draw water out of the wells of salvation’     Isa.12:3,4

39 Four Beholds   Gen.28

  v.12  Behold a Ladder  From earth up to Heaven  Divine Provision John14:6

  v.12  Behold the angels   From Heaven to earth    Divine Protection Heb.1:14

  v.13  Behold the Lord    The Son of God in Heaven   Divine Person  John 1:18

  v.15  Behold I am with thee   Heaven upon earth   Divine Presence  Heb. 13:5

40 Jacob, Pilgrim and Priest

  1 Jacob life up his feet   Pilgrimage began at Bethel  Gen.29:1 (margin)

  2 Jacob lifted up his eyes   Priesthood began at Peniel  Gen.33:1

  3 Jacob gathered up his feet   Pilgrimage ended on earth  Gen.49:33

  4 Jacob worshipped with uplifted eyes  Priesthood here and hereafter Heb.11:21

41 What Peniel was to Jacob and is to us

  Power with God and man    Gen.32:24

  1 The Place of Solitude      Gen.32:24

  2 The Place of Subjection    Gen.32:25

  3 The Place of Supplication  Gen.32:26; Hosea 12:4

H.K.D.

42 Face to Face

  There men—Face to face with God 

  1 Jacob the Suppliant Result—His Character Transformed  Gen.32:30

  2 Moses the Servant Result—His Countenance Transfigured  Exod.33:11

  3 Gideon the Soldier Result—His Confidence Transferred from idols to Jehovah   Judges 6:22

43 The God of Bethel

‘Arise, go up to Bethel’  Gen.35:1

What Jacob had in Bethel:

1 A House

  Bethel, House of God   Gen.35:1

2 An Altar 

  Homage to God   Gen.35:3

3 A Grace for his idols Holiness unto God   Gen.35:4

44 Bethlehem and God in History

  Bethlehem—House of Bread, the Divine Provision for man  John 6:35

  1 A Death at Bethlehem—Israel in mourning   Gen.35:19

Out of death—a son (Isa.9:6)—Benjamin—Son of my Sorrow, says Israel:

Benjamin—Son of my Right Hand,, says God    Gen.35:18

  2 A Birth at Bethlehem—Peace on earth to men of goodwill   Matt.2:4-6

  3 A Marriage at Bethlehem—Joy in heaven   Ruth 2:4; 4:13; (Rev.19:7)

45 Joseph—A Type of Christ

  1 The Beloved Son  Gen.37:2-3;Matt.3:17

  2 The good Shepherd  Gen.37:2; John 10:11

  3 The sent Servant   Gen.37:13; 1 John 4:14

  4 The brother Sold   Gen.37:28; Matt.26:15

  5 The lonely Sufferer   Gen.39:20; Isa.53:8

  6 The honoured Statesman  Gen.41:40; John 3:35

  7 The World’s Saviour   Gen.41:55; 1 John 4:14

46 Two Dreamers and Two Destinies   Gen.40

  1 TWO OFFENDERS   Gen.40:1

both were condemned—v.3

both were concerned—v.6

  2 TWO DREAMS   Gen.40:5,8

suited to their calling—vs.9-11,16,17

  3 TWO OFFERINGS   Gen.40:11,17

the butler’s—What God had provided

the baker’s—What he himself had prepared

  4 TWO DESTINIES   Gen.40:21,22

    the butler was restored to favour and lived: the baker was rejected and died.

47 The Romance of the Twelve Brothers

  How eleven bad were reconciled to one good brother. In this picture of righteous reconciliation we have

  1 ROUGHNESS

Spake roughly to them   Gen.42:7

  2 REMEMBRANCE

Put them all together in ward three days, time to take and think Gen.42:17

  3 REPENTANCE

‘We are verily guilty,’ also his blood is required   Gen.42:21,22

  4 RECOGNITION OF Guilt 

‘ God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants’  Gen.44:16

  5 RECONCILIATION

‘I am Joseph;…come near unto me; …they came near;…he kissed all his brethren   Gen.45:4,15

  6 SATISFACTION

‘It is enough’                Gen.45:28 
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48 The Divine Purpose Through Joseph

‘God sent me before you’   Gen.45:5,7

‘God meant it unto good’    Gen.50:20

  1 To save life   Gen.45:5;50:20; John 10:10

  2 To preserve a posterity  Gen.45:7; Ps.22:30

  3 To make him lord  Gen.45:8; Ps.105:21; Acts 2:36

  4 To bring his brethren near  Gen.45:10; Eph.2:13

  5 To nourish his brethren  Gen.45:11; Eph.5:29

49 All My Glory   Gen.45:13

  From a Pit and a Prison to be the Dispenser of immense wealth.

1 The Glory of REVELATION   Gen.41:39,45; John 1:18

2 The Glory of RESURRECTION  Gen.45:28;  1 Pet.1:21

3 The Glory of RULERSHIP  Gen.41:40,41; John 3:35

4 The Glory of RANK   Gen.41:42;  Heb.2:9

5 The Glory of RECOGNITION  Gen.41:43; Phil.2:9-11

6 The Glory of RELATIONSHIP  Gen.41:45; Eph.5:25

7 The Glory of RICHES  Gen.41:55;   Eph.3:8

50 The Hope of the World

  TITLES OF CHRIST IN THE PENTATEUCH

  1 SEED of the woman   Gen.3:15; Matt.1:23

  2 SHILOH, Centre of gathering   Gen.49:10; Ps.22:27

  3 SHEPHERD  Gen.49:24;  1 Pet.2:4

  4 STONE of Israel  Gen.49:24; 1 Pet.2:4

  5 STAR out of Jacob   Num.24:17; Rev.22:16

  6 SCEPTRE out of Israel  Num.24:17;  1 Cor.15:25

51 The Mighty God of Jacob  Gen.49:24

  Contrast ‘the Mighty One’, the Almighty, with the ‘worm Jacob’  Isa.41:14.

1 The God of Promise to the Suppliant man, Jacob  Gen.49:24

2 The God of Power to the Separated man, Joseph  Gen.49:25,26

3 The God of Purpose to the Sincere man, David    Ps.132:2

4 The God of Preservation to a Saved people, Israel   Isa.49:26

EXODUS

52 The Book of Redemption

  Exodus—Going out. A Redeemed People leaving Egypt.

THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL   Exod.1:1.

1 A Nation of Slaves—in Egypt     Exod.1:1-12,36

2 A Nation of Pilgrims—on the way to Sinai   Exod.12:37-18:27

3 A Nation of Learners—at Sinai    Exod.19:1-24,18

4 A Nation of Worshippers—Moses on the mount    Exod.25:1-31,18

5 A Nation of Backsliders—at the foot of Sinai    Exod.32:1-34,35

(The Transgression of Israel, the Displeasure of God, and the Renewal of the Covenant.)

6 A Nation of Builders—preparing and erecting the Tabernacle Exod.35:1-40:38

53 Moses—A Hidden Man    Exod.2:3

  1 Hidden in the house    Heb.11:23

  2 Hidden in the ark on the Nile    Exod.2:3

  3 Hidden in the desert    Exod.3:1

  4 Hidden in the mount    Exod.32:1

  5 Hidden in the wilderness   Exod.15:22

  6 Hidden in the rock      Exod.35:1-40:38

  7 Hidden in the grave      Deut.34:6

                         T.B. and T.R.

54 Contrasts in Moses’ Life   Exod.2:10

Moses was  the child of salve, born in a hut,  yet the son of a princess

                                          yet brought up in a palace

Moses inherited  extreme poverty,           yet enjoyed immense wealth

Moses was      educated for a court,    yet spent most of his life in a desert

 the mightiest of warriors    yet the meekest of men

Moses possessed  the wisdom of this world,    yet the faith of a child

Moses’ funeral   was not attended by a single

                human creature,     yet the Creator Himself was present

          created no stir on earth,  yet caused a great commotion in Heaven

55 Lessons in the School of God  Exod.3:1-6; 4:24-26

  ‘My servant Moses’ (Num.12:7); ‘Moses the servant of the Lord’ (Joshua 1:1); ‘Moses his chosen’ (Ps.106:23).

  Moses spent 40 years in Egypt learning to be Somebody; 40 years in the back-side of the desert, learning to be Nobody; and 40 years in the wilderness, learning how God can make a Somebody out of a Nobody. He had to be taught and trained for service.

1 Lesson of the Shepherd duties    Exod.3:1

(Gen.46:33: Shepherds were an abomination to the Egyptians; so Moses, like Paul, was made as the filth of the world  1 Cor.4:13)

2 Lesson of the desolate place    Exod.3:1

Horeb—‘waste place’ to man, but to Moses ‘the mount of God’

3 Lesson of the burning bush   Exod.3:2,3

Only a thorn bush but aflame when God was in it; just what Moses and God’s people Israel were to be

4 Lesson of the unshod feet      Exod.3:4-6

The Holiness of God

5 Lesson of the sharp knife     Exod.4:24-26

To ‘mortify the deeds of the body

56 The Call of God

God’s Call

  to Moses—A COMMAND to be obeyed

  Come now, therefore, and I will send thee     Exod.3:10

  to Gideon—A COMMISSION to be fulfilled

  Have not I sent thee?    Judges 6:14

  to Isaiah—A CALL to be heeded

  Whom shall I send? Here am I, send me     Isa.6:8

57 The Divine Commission    Exod.3:10-12

  1 Bring forth my people out of Egypt IMMENSITY OF THE MANDATE

  2 Who am I, that I should go? INFIRMITY OF THE MESSENGER

  3 When thou hast brought forth the people, ye shall serve God  INTENSITY OF THE MISSION

58 ‘I Will’  Exod.3:10-21

  1 The Lord’s Proposal    I will send thee     v.10

  2 The Lord’s Presence   I will be with thee    v.12

  3 The Lord’s Purpose    I will bring you out   v.17

  4 The Lord’s Power      I will stretch forth my hand   v.20

  5 The Lord’s Provision   I will give this people favour   v.21

59 The Unwilling Servant’s Excuses

  It is a good thing to be humble, but it is a bad thing to be unwilling when God calls. Moses pleaded—

  1 Lack of Fitness Who am I? Exod.3:11

God’s answer, ‘ I will be with thee’ Divine Promise

  2 Lack of Knowledge  What shall I say?    Exod.3:13

God’s answer, ‘I AM’ hath sent you Divine Plentitude

  3 Lack of Authority They will not believe me    Exod.4:1

God’s answer, Signs and wonders Divine Power

  4 Lack of Utterance I am not eloquent         Exod.4:10

God’s answer, ‘Who hath made man’s mouth? Have not I , the Lord’  Divine Provision

60 What is That in Thine Hand?    Exod.4:2

  1 What is that in thine hand?—A rod

Take it and use it for me, said God     Exod.4:2

(With it God made a way through the sea and brought water out of the rock)

  2 What hast thou in the house?—A pot of oil

Borrow empty vessels and pour it into them, said Elisha    2 Kings 4:2

(With it she discharged her debt and her household responsibilities)

  3 What have you in your purse?—Two mites, a farthing

Put it into My treasury, says the Lord    Mark 12:42

(The poor widow gave more than all the other donors)

  4 What have you in your treasure-chest?—ointment of spikenard

With it anoint my beloved Son against His burial, said God    John 12:3

  5 What have you in your memory—The Scriptures  2 Tim.3:15

(Out of them Eunice instructed her young son, Timothy)

61 The Message of Moses   Exod.5:1-4

  ‘Let My people go.’ God purposed, and Moses preached, DELIVERANCE

  1 To a land flowing with milk and honey    Exod.3:8

  2 To a service for God on the mountain top   Exod.3:12

  3 To a pilgrimage into the wilderness     Exod.3:18

  4 To freedom from Egypt’s bondage    Exod.6:6

  5 To a sacrifice to God in the wilderness    Exod.8:27

  6 To a festival ‘unto the Lord’     Exod.10:9

  7 To an annual memorial ordinance    Exod.13:10

62 Seven Great Promises of Jehovah    Exod.6

  I will bring you out    Separation  v.6

  I will rid you…of their bondage    Emancipation  v.6

  I will redeem you    Redemption   v.6

  I will take you…for a people   Selection   v.7

  I will be to you a God    Adoration   v.7

  I will give it you for a heritage     Possession  v.8

63 The Uncompromising Servant of God

  Satan, like Pharaoh, endeavours to induce the Lord’s people to compromise.

Four Subtle Suggestions to which Moses said ‘NO!’

  1 Sacrifice in the land—in Egypt    Exod.8:25

    Impossible, because—

     (1) Such worship would be that of a servile people

     (2) Such worship would be that of an unseparated people

     (3) Such worship would be without Jehovah’s presence

     (4) Such worship would be objectionable to the Egyptians

  2 Ye shall not go far away—fro Egypt    Exod.8:28

    Satan tries to keep God’s saints near the world in their interests and desires.

  3 Go, ye that are men—and leave your families in Egypt    Exod.10:11

    God’s purpose was that their sons and daughters should accompany them.

  4 Go, only let your flocks and herds remain    Exod.10:24

    God’s purpose was that not a hoof should be left behind. The flocks and herds were needed for sacrifices and food.

64 The Passover Lamb

  ‘Take to them every man a lamb’  Exod.12:3

  ‘Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us’  1 Cor.5:7

  A lamb for a man Gne.4:4; a lamb for a house Exod.12:3,4; a Lamb for a nation Isa.53:6; a Lamb for the world John 1:29.

  In Exod.12, the lamb is seen in three phases:--

  1 A LIVING LAMB vs. 3-6, ‘Jesus as He walked: without blemish, a male, and of the first year.

  2 A SLAIN LAMB  vs. 6,7, ‘ a Lamb as it had been slain’ (Rev.5:6). The people shed the blood and struck it on the doorposts: God saw the blood and sheltered His people (v.13).

  3 A LAMB ROAST WITH FIRE  v.8

The Living Lamb—for Examination, the Slain Lamb—for Emancipation, the Lamb roast with fire—for Enjoyment.

65 Seven Requirements in Keeping the Passover  Exod.12

  1 Roasted Lamb (v.8)—corresponding to Christ slain    1 Cor.5:7

  2 Bitter Herbs (v.8)—corresponding to repentance   Luke 15:10

  3 Unleavened Bread (v.8)—corresponding to holiness   1 Cor.5:8

  4 Girded Loins (v.11)—corresponding to habits controlled   1 Pet.1:13

  5 Feet Shod (v.11)—corresponding to Gospel testimony   Eph.6:15

  6 Staff in Hand (v.11)—corresponding to pilgrim character  1 Pet.2:11

  7 Eaten in Haste (v.11)—corresponding to the Coming One   Rev.22:20

JS.FS.

66 Israel’s Memorials

  1 The Passover—The Redeemed life   Exod.12:14

  2 Unleavened Bread—The Holy life    Exod. 13:6-10

  3 Defeat of Amalek—The Victorious life   Exod.17:14

  4 Names of the tribes—The Sustained life   Exod.28:12,29

  5 Sound of the silver trumpets—The Guided life   Mum.10:10

  6 Broad plates on the altar—The Separated life   Num.16:40

  7 Stones out of Jordan—The Resurrection life    Joshua 4:4,7

67 Midnight Cries in Three Continents

IN AFRICA

  A Cry of Mourning over those who had perished   Exod. 12:30

IN EUROPE

  A Cry of Assurance to an anxious soul    Acts 16:28

IN ASIA

  A Cry of Expectation by those waiting for the bridegroom   Matt.25:6

IN ANY PART OF THE WORLD

  A Cry of Need from a needy friend    Luke 11:5

68 God is Seen as

  Redeemer through the Lamb   Exod.12:42

  Leader in the Cloud           Exod.13:21

  Saviour at the Sea            Exod.14:13

  Healer at Marah              Exod.15:26

  Provider in the Manna         Exod.16:15

  Defender against Amalek      Exod.17:13

  Ruler in the Tabernacle        Exod.40:16

JS.FS.

69 The Guiding Pillar    Exod.13:20-22

  God’s Provision for His pilgrims for their journeys.

  Illustrates the Work of the Holy Spirit for the Believer in

1 Dwelling in him    Exod.40:38; 1 Cor.6:19

2 Comforting him    Ps.105:39; John 14:16, etc.

3 Leading him       Neh.9:12,19; Rom.8:14

4 Teaching him      Exod.34:5; John 14:26,etc.

5 Witnessing to the world   Num.14:14; Acts 2:4

70 Go Forward   Exod.14:15

  Dr. Livingstone said, ‘I shall go anywhere provided it is forward’.

  1 To Conflict

‘Let us go up,’ said Caleb    Num.13:30

  2 To Maturity

‘Let us go on’      Heb.6:2

Illustrations—Growth in a baby

Progress by a student   Superstructure of a building

  3 To Communion  ‘Let us go in’  Ps.122:1

  4 To Separation  ‘Let us go forth’    Heb.13:13

71 Habitations of God

  ‘I will prepare Him an habitation’    Exod.15:2

  ‘Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them’  Exod.25:8

1 The Tabernacle in the wilderness    Exod.40:34

2 The Temple in Jerusalem   2 Chron.5:14

3 Jesus, the Incarnate Word  John 1:14

4 The Church of God on earth   1 Cor.3:16

5 The body of the believer    1 Cor.6:19

6 The earthly Jerusalem in the Millennium    Ezek.48:35

7 The holy city, new Jerusalem, the Bride  Rev.21:3

72 Heaven’s Fare for Earth’s Wayfarers

  ‘This is the bread which the Lord hath given you to eat’  Exod.16:15

  ‘I am the living bread which came down from heaven’  John 6:51

Manna was—

  1 Miraculous in its source—

  The Bread of God     John 6:33

  The Corn of Heaven   Ps.78:24

  Angel’s food          Ps.78:25

  2 Mysterious in its nature—

Manna—what is it?   Exod.16:15; Deut.8:3

  3 Microscopic in its appearance—

A small, round thing    Exod.16:14

(as small as the hoar frost on the ground)

  4 Marvellous in its sustenance—

Moses lived on it for 40 years    Deut.34:7

Caleb lived on it for 40 years     Josh.14:10,11

Joshua lived on it for 40 years    Josh.24:29

73 The Manna and Its Meaning

  1 Its taste—Sweet    Exod.16:31

If ye have tasted    1 Pet.2:3

  2 Its price—Free      Exod.16:4

Freely ye have received    Matt.10:8

  3 Its colour—White     Exod.16:31

Christ without sin     Heb.4:15

  4 Its size—Small     Exod.16:14

Christ for Jew and Greek    Rom.2:16

  5 Its form—Round    Exod.16:14

Christ for few and Greek    Rom.1:16

  6 Its name—What is it?    Exod.16:15

Christ unknown   John 1:10

  7 Its quantity—Sufficient    Exod.16:18

Christ able to save    Heb.7:25

  8 Where from—Heaven   Exod.16:4

Christ from heaven     John 6:38

  9 Where it came to—The ground    Exod.16:14

Christ in the world    John 17:18

  10 Who for—The people   Exod.16:4

Christ for the world     John 6:51

  11 Who gathered it—Every man  Exod.16:16

As many as received Him    John 1:12

  12 When overstored—Corrupted    Exod.16:20

Christ came for judgment   John 9:39

JS. FS

74 Wonders of the Spiritual Life   Exod.16:15

  ‘They wist not what it was’

1 The Wonder of the Divine Provision for us Bread from Heaven   Exod.16:14,15

2 The Wonder of the Divine Process in us Transformed life  Exod.34:29 2 Cor.3:18

3 The Wonder of the Divine Presence with us   Judges 14:6; 16:20

  ‘I am with you alway’   Matt.28:20

75 Israel’s First Battle   Exod.17:8-16

  The Amalekites were bad masters (1 Sam.30:13) and terrible enemies: type of the flesh.

1 A Race of great antiquity   Num.24:20

2 Had no fear of God  Deut.25:18; Rom.7:18

3 Were the first enemy of God’ people  Exod.17:8; Rom.8:7

4 Attacked at the weakest point (The women and children were in the rear)  Deut.25:18; 1 Pet.2:11

5 Were often in alliance with other foes  Num. 14:43,45; Judges 6:33; 1 John 2:16

6 God purposed their complete destruction   Deut.25:19; Col.3:5

7 When permitted, bring disaster  1 Sam.15,8,9,28; 1 Cor.10:6-8

76 Sinai

  Mount Sinai, ‘ a granite mass, deeply cleft with fissures’, resembling in appearance a large altar.

1 THE MOUNT OF TRANSITION—

  a new epoch in God’s dealings with men    Exod.19:23; 20:18

2 THE MOUNT OF TRANSCRIPTION—

  the writing of the Law by Jehovah    Exod.24:12; 31:18

3 THE MOUNT OF TRANSMISSION—

  of the Old Covenant through Moses   John 1:17

4 THE MOUNT OF TRANSGRESSION—

  worship of the golden calf    Exod.32:4

5 THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION—

  the skin of Moses’ face shone    Exod.34:29

77 The Decalogue

  For Israel the righteousness of the Law was a duty; for the Christian it is a joy.

  Commandments 1 to 4—Day to God   Exod.20:3-11; Matt.22:37,38

  Commandments 5 to 10—Duty to our fellowmen   Exod.20:12-17; Matt.22:39

  Our love to God must be whole-hearted; our love to our neighbour must be unselfish.

  First Commandment—Unique place of God in our thoughts

  Second Commandment—Unique honour due to His Person

  Third Commandment—Unique reverence due to His Name

  Fourth Commandment—Unique regard due to His Day

  Fifth Commandment—Filial respect due to Parents

  Sixth Commandment—Sanctity of our neighbour’s Life

  Seventh Commandment—Sanctity of our neighbour’s wife or husband

  Eighth Commandment—Protection of our neightbour’s property

  Ninth Commandment—Preservation of our neighbour’s reputation

  Tenth Commandment—Preservation of our neighbour’s honour

All transgression of the Law springs from Selfishness, and is Sin  1 John3:4

Apostolic Teaching concerning the Law—

  1 To the Sinner—Impossibility of being justified by it  Rom.3:27,28; Gal.3:21

  2 To the Saint—Love is the fulfilling of the Law  Rom.13:10; James 2:8

78 The Devoted Hebrew Slave   Exod.21:1-6

  ‘Mine ear hast thou digged’ a type of Christ    Ps.40:6; Heb.10:5 John12:26

  1 THE FACT—

I love my master—The Cause      Exod.21:5; 2 
Cor.5:14

  2 THE ACT—

Bring him to the door—The Consecration    Exod.21:6

Bore his ear through—The sprinkled blood on the doorpost declared, ‘I believe’    Exod.12:23

The bored ear at the doorpost declared, ‘I love    Deut.15:17

The commandments written on the doorpost declared, ‘I obey’  Deut.6:9

  3 THE PACT

    He shall serve him for ever  The Consequence   Exod.21:6

79 The Tabernacle    Exod.25:8

  1 GOD’S PATTERN FOR IT

  ‘Things in the heavens’   Exod.25:40;  Heb.8:5

  Four times Moses was instructed that it must be ‘according to the pattern’ (Exod.25:9,40; 26:30; 27:8)

  Account of creation occupies 2 chapters, of the tabernacle 14 chapters in Exodus.

  2 GOD’S PURPOSE THROUGH IT

  ‘That I may dwell among them’    Exod.25:8

  He ‘walked’ in Eden, and with Enoch and Noah;

  He visited Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; but He wanted to dwell with His chosen and redeemed people.

  3 GOD’S PLACE IN IT

  ‘in the midst’    Exod.25:8

  God’s Order in the design of the tabernacle—From the Holiest out to the gate: Israel’s Order in their approach—From the gate inward    Heb.10:19

  There Parts in the Tabernacle and their sizes—

  THE COURT

  100 cubits long, 50 cubits broad, 5 cubits high

  THE HOLY PLACE

  30 cubits long,10 cubits broad, 10 cubits high

  THE HOLIEST OF ALL

  10 cubits long, 10 cubits broad, 10 cubits high

80 The Ark of the Covenant    Exod.25:10-22

  1 Its Composition

Acacia wood overlaid with gold   Exod.25:10,11

Christ’s incorruptible humanity and His deity and preciousness

  2 Its Crown

Of gold    Exod.25:11

‘Crowned with glory and honour’   Heb.2:9

  3 Its Carriage with staves of acacia wood   Exod.25:13-15

  4 Its Contents  Pot of manna    Exod.16:33,34

Tables of testimony, the Law    Exod.25:16

Aaron’s rod that budded   Num.17:10

  5 Its Covering the Mercy-seat    Exod.25:21

  6 Its Comprehensiveness the fullest type of Christ of all the tabernacle furniture: the gold—His pre-existence, the wood—His Incarnation, the Tables of Law—His sinlessness and perfection, the manna—His sustaining power the rod that budded—His resurrection and life-giving power, the Mercy-seat—His sacrifice, and the crown—His coming glory.

81 Positions of the Ark

  1 On the Desert Sand beauty in contact with barrenness   Exod.25:10; Num.5:17

  2 In the Holiest of all within the veil  Heb.9:3,4,24

  3 Under the wings of the Cherubim   1 Kings 6:27,28

  4 In the midst of the camp   Num.5:3

  5 On the shoulders of the priests  Deut.10:8

  6 Before the people on a three days’ journey   Num.10:33

  7 First to go into Jordan and last to come out of Jordan   Joshua 3:11; 4:11

82 Names of the Ark of the Covenant   Exod.25:10

  1 Ark of the Testimony chiefly in Exodus and Numbers

  2 Ark of the Covenant chiefly in Joshua and I Samuel

  3 Ark of God, Ark of Jehovah chiefly in Samuel, Kings and Chronicles

  4 Ark of Jehovah—God  1 Kings 2:26

  5 Ark of Thy strength  2 Chron. 6:41; Ps.132:8

  6 The Holy ark   2 Chron.35:3

83 The Tabernacle Furniture   Exod.25; 27:1-8; 30:1-10; 30:17-21

In the Court—

THE BRAZEN ALTAR

  Christ’s full atonement for sin   Exod.27:1; John 1:29

THE BRAZEN LAVER

  Christ’s cleansing truth for our walk  Exod.30:18; John 13:5

In the Holy Place—

THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND

  Christ’s Illuminating grace    Exod.25:31; John 8:12

THE TABLE OF SHEWBREAD

  Christ’s sustaining power   Exod.25:23; John 6:35

THE GOLDEN  ALTAR

  Christ’s Priestly intercession   Exod.30:1; John 17

In the Holiest of all—

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT

Christ’s all-comprehensive glory   Exod.25:10

THE MERCY-SEAT

  Christ’s work of propitiation and reconciliation   Exod.25:17; Rom.3:25

84 The Mercy-Seat   Exod.25:17

In the New Testament the word for ‘mercy-seat’ occurs twice, in Heb.9:5 and Rom.3:25 (translated there ‘propitiation’)

  1 Where God dwelt and His glory was seen   Lev.16:2; Ps.80:1

  2 Where the blood was sprinkled on Day of Atonement   Lev.16:3,14,15

  3 Where God can meet man and commune with him   Exod.25:22; Num.17:4 Ps.85:10

85 Aaron and Christ Contrasted  Exod.28:1-2

AARON

Israel’s first high priest 

Called a high priest   Heb.5:1,4

Taken from among men   Heb.5:1

Ministered on earth 

Minister under the old covenant

Could not continue by reason of death   Heb.7:23

Offered sacrifices to God continually   Heb.7:27

Wore garments for glory and beauty   Exod.28:2

CHRIST

The Believer’s only High Priest

Called a great High Priest   Heb.4:14

‘Jesus, the Son of God’   Heb.4:14;5:5

Ministers in Heaven   Heb.8:1; 9:24

Minister of the new covenant  Heb.8:6,7

Continues ever   Heb.7:24

Offered up Himself—One sacrifice for sins   Heb.7:28

Is ‘crowned with glory and honour’   Heb.2:9

86 Burdens the High Priest Bore

  1 His people’s names on his shoulders   Exod.28:12

   Jesus is  ABLE TO SUCCOUR   Heb.2:18

  2 His people’s names on his breast (heart)   Exod.28:29

   Jesus is  ABLE TO SYMPATHIZE   Heb.4:15

  3 His people’s ‘judgment’ (guidance)on his heart  Exod.28:30

   Jesus is  ABLE TO SAVE TO THE UTTEROST   Heb.7:25

  4 The iniquity of his people’s holy offerings    Exod.28:38

   Jesus is  ABLE TO SANCTIFY    Heb.13:12,15

Ps. 68:18—Thou hast ascended on high.

Ps.68:19—(R.V.) Who daily beareth our burdens.

87 The Breastplate of Judgment   Exod.28:15-29

  1 Its Place

On his heart, place of affection   Exod. 28:29

He loved them unto the end     John 13:1

  2 Its Space

A span long and a span broad   Exod.28:16

No believer is outside the span of their High Priest’s hand  Isa.40:12; John 10:28

3 Its Face

 Precious stones differing in colour and brilliance, with his people’s names   Exod.28:17-21

4 Its Lace

 Lace of blue through rings of gold, so that it could not be loosed,   Exod.28:28

Nothing can separate us from Christ’s love   Rom.8:38,39

88 The Urim and Thummim    Exod.28:30

  The Breastplate was in the form of a bag or pouch and became the repository for the two articles, probably gems whose brilliance could shine through, called the Urim and Thummim—Lights and Perfections. By means of these God revealed to the high priest His will and gave guidance to His people when they asked for it.

  Three Important Uses of the Urim and Thummim in Israel’s history

1 To instruct God’s chosen leaders   Num.27:18-23

2 To identify God’s true priests   Ezra 2:62,63

3 To indicate God’s sore displeasure with those who disobeyed Him  1 Sam.28:6

89 The Mitre, Its Plate and Its Inscription   Exod. 28:36-38

  The mitre, which is the rendering of the Hebrew word meaning ‘something wound round’ the head, was like a turban. Aaron, Israel’s high priest, of the tribe of Levi, could wear a mitre but not a royal crown. Israel’s king of a later period, belonging to the tribe of Judah, could wear a crown but not a mitre (Heb.7:14; 8:4).

  One wicked prince of Israel in the past had the presumption to wear both and was punished. The Antichrist, who will be ‘the man of sin’ in the future, will also do this, but will be overthrown and have both his mitre and crown removed by ‘Him whose right it is’ (Ezek.21:27). When He, the true Messiah, comes, He will be ‘a priest upon His throne’ (Zech.6:13).

THE MITRE

  1 Its Parts

Fine white linen—Christ’s perfect righteousness   Exod.39:28

A lace of blue—Christ’s heavenly ministry  Exod.28:37

A plate of gold—Christ’s essential deity    Exod.28:36

  2 Its Plate

Bore the inscription—HOLINESS TO THE LORD   Exod.28:36

This may be rendered also ‘Set apart to the Lord’   John 17:19

  3 Its Purpose

‘that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts’.  Heb.13:15

90 Acceptance Before God    Exod.28:38

  1 No acceptance with God unless we come in His appointed way   Gen.4:7

  2 Acceptance with God for those who ‘lean their hand’ on the sacrifice of Christ,, the burnt offering   Lev.1:4

(The word translated ‘lay’ is the same word as in Ps.88:7,, and means ‘lean’. So we lean our soul on the same person on whom Jehovah leant His wrath)

  3 Acceptance with God for those who repent, as did Job    Job.42:9

  4 Acceptance of the believer in the Beloved, Jesus Christ   Eph.1:6

  5 Acceptance of the believer’s offerings through Christ     Exod.28:38; Heb.13:15

  6 Acceptance of the first-fruits offered through the High Priest   Lev.23:11

  7 Acceptance of the evangelist’s priestly oblation of those converted through his preaching    Rom.15:16

91 Consecration of God’s Priests   Exod.29:9

  In the Old Testament four different Hebrew words are translated ‘consecrate’. And together they provide a complete explanation of the act of consecration.

  1 THE PURPOSE OF CONSECRATION

Qadesh, set apart   Exod.28:3; 30:30

  2 THE ACT OF CONSECRATION

Male yad, fill the hand   Exod.29:9,29,33,35

(Also I Chron.29:5; 2 Chron.29:31)

  3 THE STATE OF CONSECRATION

Nazar, separate, implying an attitude of devotion    Micah 4:13

  4 THE SPIRIT OF CONSECRATION

    Charam, devote, implying an attitude of devotion    Micah 4:13

92 The High Priest’s Service    Exod.30:1-10

  1 The Word of Atonement at the brazen altar   Lev.9:7; Heb.7:28

  2 The Daily Ministry within the Holy place      Lev.24:1-4;

Lighting of the lamps   Num.8:1-5; Eph.5:14

Offering of the incense    Exod.30:7; Rev..5:8

  3 The Exacting duties within the camp, e.g.  Examination of lepers   Lev.13:1-3; 14:8; Eph.5:26

Taking of the census   Num.1:44; John 18:9

  4 The Pleasant ministrations at the gate of the tabernacle—Blessing the people  Lev.9:22; Luke 24:50

Consecrating the Levites   Num.8:11-12; Gal.1:15,16

93 The Rites of the Sanctuary   Exod.30:11-38

  1 Redemption by the SILVER OF THE SANCTUARY  Exod.30:12,13; (Cp.1 Pet.1:18)

  Half a shekel for each person at each census; after the Shekel of the Sanctuary:

   (1) It was within the reach of all, the poor as well as the rich

   (2) It was the same for all, the rich as well as the poor

   (3) It was to make atonement for the souls of all

  2 Cleansing for the SERVICE OF THE SANCTUARY   Exod.30:18,19

The hands and feet of the priests must be cleansed from defilement before they entered the holy place   John 13:8-10

  3 Anointing for the SANCTIFICATION OF THE SANCTUARY   Exod.30:29,30

   The Tabernacle, its furniture and the priests must be sanctified with the holy anointing oil.

   (1) It was only for the priests of God

   (2) It must not be counterfeited

94 The Brazen Laver   Exod.30:17-21

  1 Of what was it made?

Of Brass from the women’s mirrors. The Word of God is a Mirror and contains water for cleansing     Exod.38:8; James 1:23; Eph.5:26

  2 What was its size?

   No dimensions are given. The Word of God is unlimited in its power and application

  3 Where was it placed?

Between the Brazen altar and the tabernacle   Exod.30:18; Heb.10:22

  4 What was its purpose?

For Aaron and his sons to wash their hands and feet   Exod. 30:19

95 The Finger of God   Exod.31:18

  1 The Power of God in Creation    Ps.8:3

  2 The Holiness of God in Legislation   Exod.31:18

  3 The Righteousness of God in Incarnation   Exod.8:6

  4 The Kingdom of God in Emancipation   Luke 11:20

  5 The Wrath of God in Condemnation    Dan.5:5

96 God’s Chosen Workmen   Exod.31:1-11; 35:30-35

Bezaleel means ‘Shadow of God’ (Isa.49:2): was of the tribe of Judah, praise. Aholiab means ‘Tent of my father’ (Exod.31:7): was of the tribe of Dan, judging. They were—

1 Appointed by the Call of God    Exod.31:2

Those called by name to service—

Bezaleel    Exod.35:30

Israel the nation    Isa.43:1

Cyrus the Persian   Isa.45:1,4

2 Filled with the Spirit of God  Exod.31:3

  Bezaleel was the first man said to be filled with the Spirit

3 Wise in the Work of God   Exod.31:6

97 A Sinful People   Exod.32

  1 THE TEST

   ‘Moses delayed to come down’    v.1; Matt.24:48

  2 THE FAILURE

   ‘These be thy gods, O Israel’  vs. 4,6; 1 Cor.10:7

  3 THE PLEADER

   Moses ‘besought the Lord’   vs.11,31

   He was a Strenuous pleader

          a Skilfull pleader, and

          a Successful pleader

  4 THE REMEDY

The sin must be put away the people must be penitent the loyal must be set apart for Jehovah   vs.20,26

  5 THE CONSEQUENCES

   God’s wrath fell on the impenitent   v.11

   The tables of the law were broken   v.19

   The hardened sinners were punished   v.28

98 ‘My Presence Shall Go With Thee  Exod.33:14

SALVATION

Silent in His presence   Zeph.1:7

Trembling in His presence  Ps.114:7

Saved in His presence    Isa.63:9

POSITION

Standing in His presence   2 Chron.20:9

Hiding in His presence     Ps.32:7

Dwelling in His presence   Ps.140:13

CONDITION

Thankful in His presence   Ps.95:2

Singing in His presence    1 Chron.16:33

Joyful in His presence      Ps.16:11

  Yet sure, if in Thy Presence,

  My soul still constant were,

  Mine eyes would, more familiar,

  Its brighter glories bear.

99 Communion With God   Exod.33:17-23

  1 The Privilege of Communion for those who have found grace in God’s sight   Exod.33:17

    through the Revelation of the Life of God  1 John 1:3

through the cleansing of the blood of Christ   1 John 1:7

through walking in the light by the Spirit      1 John 1:7

  2 The Place of Communion the Mount of God   Exod.34:1,2

On the Rock of ages in the sanctuary   Exod.33:21,22  Exod.33:8

  3 The Purpose of Communion to learn to know God   Exod.33:18,22; 2 Cor.4:6

to worship God   Exod.34:8

to be transformed   Exod.34:29; 2 Cor.3:18

  4 The Preciousness of Communion the Friendship of God   Exod.33:11; James 2:23

100 The Radiance of Heaven    Exod.34:27-35

Moses—‘ The skin of his face shone’    Exod.34,29,30

This Radiance was—

  1 THE REWARD OF DESIRE    Exod.33:18; Ps.90:17

  2 THE RESULT OF DILIGENCE  Exod.34:28; 2 Pet.1:5

Natural fears were Forgotten

Natural pleasures were Foregone

Natural appetites were Forsaken

  3 THE REFLECTION OF DIVINE GLORY   2 Cor.3:9,13

Moses ‘wist not’ that the skin of his face shone. The radiance was apparent to all but Moses.

101 Jehovah’s Appeal and His People’s Response   Exod.35:4,5,20-29

   The Lord said, ‘In the hearts of all that are wise-hearted have I put wisdom, that they may make all that I have commanded’ (Exod.31:6) The Lord said, ‘Whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it’ (Exod.35:5)

So Whole-hearted Offerers

  Sought from their jewels and wealth an offering for the Lord   Exod.35:20-24

  Wise-hearted Workers wrought with their hands in the work  Exod.35:25,26

  Willing-hearted Givers bought their contributions for the tabernacle of the Lord   Exod.35:27-29

LEVITICUS

102 Christ in Leviticus

  Exodus tells of the Way Out of Egypt, and Moses, the Prophet, is prominent: Leviticus tells of the Way Into the Sanctuary, and Aaron, the Priest, is prominent.

  ‘Christ is made unto us Wisdom, even righteousness, sanctification and redemption’    1 Cor.1:30

Chapters 1 to 10

  The Guilty forgiven—made unto us Righteousness

  The Character of God is revealed, Chapters 11 to 22

  The Defiled cleansed and sanctified—made unto us Sanctification

  The Sacrifice of Christ is foreshadowed, Chapters 23 to 27

  The Disinherited and the Slaves are redeemed—made unto us Redemption

  The Way of salvation is indicated and the Principles of legislation are enunciated.

103 Leading Characteristics of the Offerings

  1 The Burnt Offering    FIRE    Christ’s devotion to God’s will Lev.1:7,8,12,17

  2 The Meal Offering     OIL   Christ anointed with the Holy     Lev.2:2,4,5,6,7,15,16

  3 The Peace Offering    FAT   Christ making peace by the blood of His Cross   Lev.3:3,4,9,10,14,15,16

  4 The Sin Offering     BLOOD   Christ’s propitiation for sin by His death   Lev.4:5,6,7,16,17,18, etc.

  5 The Trespass Offering    AMENDS   Christ atoning for the injury sin inflicts   Lev.5:16; 6:5

J.WEBB.

104 Holiness Unto the Lord, in Leviticus

  1 Chapters 1 to 10

The Platform of holiness, Sacrifices and priesthood

  2 Chapters 11 to 16

The Principles of holiness, Food, issues, leprosy

  3 Chapters 17 to 25

The Practice of holiness, People, priests and periods

  4 Chapters 26,27

The Promises of holiness, God’s to His people and the people’s to God.

105 The Meaning of the Offerings

  1 The Burnt Offering—

Man utterly unworthy in himself, without anything of his own to recommend him to God, needs to be identified with One Who is altogether worthy, and an object of divine favour, that he may be accepted (Christ obedient unto death) Lev.1  Phil.2:8

  2 The Meal Offering—

Man fallen and depraved needs as a substitute One Who is holy, harmless and undefiled and separate from sinners (Christ, God manifest in the flesh, sinless)  Lev.2  1 Tim.3:16

  3 The Peace Offering—

Man in heart alienated from God, needs reconciliation (Christ as our peace, having slain the enmity)  Lev.3; Eph.2:14-16; Rom.5:1

  4 The Sin Offering—

Man a sinner by nature and practice, needs an atoning sacrifice (Christ manifested to take away our sins)  Lev.4; Rom.5:6; 2 Cor.5:21

106 The Burnt Offering  Lev.1

All was for God     Eph.5:2

Christ in the Gospel of John

1 SELECTION OF THE OFFERING

  Kind—Herbivorous and clean     Lev.1:2,3,14

  Sex—Male, indicating strength

  Description—without blemish

2 SACRIFICE OF THE VOCTIM    Lev.1:4

  The offerer presented it, laid his hands upon it, and killed it 

  The priest sprinkled the blood

3 SPECIFICATION OF THE OFFERING   Lev.1:3-19

  It might be a bullock—Christ’s patient endurance  Lev.1:3-9

  It might be a sheep or goat—His perfect surrender   Lev.1:10-13

  It might be turtle doves of young pigeons—Christ’s poverty and meekness   Lev.1:14-19

107 The Sides of the Brazen Altar

The North Side  the Sacrifice was slain  Condemnation  Lev.1:11

The East Side  the Ashes of the victim were deposited Justification  Lev.1:16

The South Side  the Rivers of cleansing flowed out  Sanctification Ezek.47:1

The West Side  faced into the Holiest   Access by the Blood  Heb.10:19

108 The Meal Offering (A.V.—Meat-Offering)   Lev.2

   Christ in the Gospel of Luke

   The Hebrew word for ‘meal-offering’—minchah—occurs in many places, including Gen.4:3,4,5; 32:13,18,20,21, and means a present brought to a superior in recognition of his authority or to solicit a favour from a friend.

  1 Its Materials—Fine flour—Christ’s perfect Humanity

                Oil—Christ’s anointing by the Spirit    all burnt on

                Frankincense—Christ’s fragrant life    the altar; all

                Salt—Christ’s incorruptible nature     for God

  But

  NO HONEY  --No mere natural sweetness that ferments in heat  Lev.2:11

  NO LEAVEN  --No malice or wickedness but sincerity and truth  1 Cor.5:8

2 Its Grades  --Different aspects of Christ’s sufferings in life

              Unbaked flour, burnt on the altar—Sufferings Godward,

              Unleavened cakes, baked in the oven or roasted on a flat

              Plate—Christ’s sufferings among men, for righteousness, 

              And in sympathy                     Lev.2:14-16

3 Its Uses    --For an Offering to God   --Divine satisfaction   Lev.6:14-15

              In the consecration of the priests –Divine service  Lev.8:2

              For the food of the priests   --Divine strength   Lev.6:18;8:31

109 The Peace Offering  Lev.3; 7,11-34

  ‘He is our Peace’ (or peace offering)   Eph.2:14

  1 A Threefold Purpose—For thanksgiving   Lev.7:12

For a Vow of Consecration   Lev.7:16

As a Voluntary offering    Lev.7:16

  2 A Threefold Selection—

Either male or female    Lev.3:1,7,12

From the cattle—Christ in service and sacrifice

From the sheep—Christ in self-denying surrender

From the goats—Christ as the sin-bearer

  3 A Threefold Application—

   The Blood—sprinkled for atonement

   The Fat—all for God (Christ’s excellencies)  Lev.3:16

   The Flesh—eaten by the offerers   Lev.7:15-21,31,34

  4 A Threefold Blessing

To the offerer

Forgiveness, bringing peace with God    Eph.2:16

Feasting, eating the flesh of the victim    Lev.7:15

Fellowship with God and His priests      Lev.7:33,34

110 The Sin Offering   Lev.4

  ‘This is the law of the sin-offering—it is most holy.’   Lev.6:25

1 Sin  --is Earth’s deathblow (Gen.3:17), a Nation’s shame (Prov.14:34), man’s ruin (Rom.5:12), God’s enemy (Col.1:21) and Satan’s deadly weapon.

2 The Sinner –might be a priest, a religious leader    Lev.4:3

             might be the nation or congregation    Lev.4:13

             might be a ruler of the people          Lev.4:22

             might be one of the common people    Lev.4:27

3 The Offering—must be a young animal       Lev.4:3,14,23,28

(The Lamb of God was only 33 years when He offered Himself)

               Must be unblemished      Lev.4:3,23,28; 1 Pet.1:19

               Must be killed             Lev.4:4,15,24,19; Acts 3:15

  Its blood must be sprinkled before the Lord  Lev.4:6,17,25,30; 1Pet.1:2

4 The Offer—brought his offering     Lev.4:4,14,23,28

            Laid his hands on its head   Lev.4:4,15,24,29

            (token of transfer of guilt)

             Was forgiven

             stood perfect and accepted before God   Heb.10:14

111 Christ Ever Available   Lev.6:13

  1 The Tabernacle gate into the Court was always open    Exod.27:16

  2 The Fire on the brazen altar was always burning   Lev.6:13

  3 The Water in the brazen laver was always sufficient   Exod.30:18-19

  4 The Incense on the golden altar was always burning   Exod.30:8

  5 The Shewbread on the table was always fresh  Exod.25:30

  6 The Oil in the lampstand was always replenished   Lev.24:2,4

  7 The Shechinah glory was always with he camp  Neh.9:19

112 Consecration of the Priests   Lev.8

  1 They were taken  SELECTION  Lev.8:2; 1 Pet.1:2;2:9

  2 They were brought  APPROACH   Lev.8:6; Eph.2:13,18

  3 They were washed  REGENERATION  Lev.8:6; Titus 3:5

  4 They were clothed   RIGHTEOUSNESS  Lev.8:7; 2 Cor.5:21

  5 They were anointed  UNCTION OF THE SPIRIT  Lev.8:12; 1 John 2:27

  6 They laid their hands on the sin-offering  SUBSTITUTION  Lev.8:14; 1 Pet.2:24

  7 The blood of the lamb of consecration, and the oil, were applied to their members  CONSECRATION  Lev.8:23,30; 1 Cor.6:19

  8 Their hands were filled  SERVICE  Lev.8:27; Rom.12:1

  9 They were set apart for God  SEPARATION  Lev.8;30; 1 Pet.12:1

  10 They are from the basket of consecrations  PARTICIPATION  Lev.8:31; 1 Cor.11:28

113 Three Kinds of Fire

  1 The Fire of Acceptance that consumed the offerings  Lev.9:23,24; 1 Kings 18:38,39

  2 The Fire of Transgression ‘strange fire’ offered by Nadad and Abihu  Lev.10:1

Note that there was no flaw in their title, there was no neglect of prescribed rites  Lev.8:6-32

They were positionally right but conditionally wrong, because they were drunk with wine and could not distinguish between the holy and unholy, the clean and the unclean  Eph.5:18; Lev.10:9,10; 

  3 The Fire of Retribution  Lev.10:2; Heb.12:28,29

114 Personal Holiness   Lev.11:44,45

In Leviticus the exhortation to be holy is repeated six times.

HOLINESS is

  1 The Furtherance of God’s Purpose for His people Eph.1:4; 1 Thess.4:3

  2 The Evidence of God’s Character in His people Heb.12:11,14, Holy Father (John 17:11), Holy Son (Acts 4:27), Holy Spirit (Rom.1:4)

  3 The Product of God’s Grace through His people Isa.62:11,12; 1 Pet.1:15. As Redeemed (1 Pet.1:18), as sought (1 Pet.2:25), as not forsaken (Heb.13,5,6)

  4 The Display of God’s Attributes by His people Rom.6:22; Gal.5:22

These are—

  Purity, modesty, chastity in ourselves, Integrity, honesty, charity toward others, Sincerity, sobriety, activity before God.

115 Unclean! Unclean!   Lev.13:1-3,10,45,46

  Leprosy in Scripture is presented as Defilement that needs cleansing rather than Disease that needs healing.

  It begins inside and shows up outside, like sin, of which it is a type in—

1 ITS EXTREME LOATHSOMENESS

  He shall be defiled    Lev.13:46

2 ITS INSIGNIFICANT BEGINNINGS

  a swelling, a scab, a bright spot in the skin   Lev.13:2

3 ITS INEVITABLE PROGRESS

  spread much about   Lev.13:7,8

4 ITS INSENSIBILITY

  only detected by its appearance when examined Lev.13:5,10,17,21.etc.

5 ITS INVOLVED SEGREGATION

  outside the camp   Lev.13:46

116 Cleansing of the Leper   Lev.14

  In the Leper  A Life Tainted   Lev.13:20

  For the slain bird  A Life Taken   Lev.14,4,5

  Two birds alive and clean were to be brought:

  One was killed in an earthen vessel over running water, for a sacrifice was necessary for cleansing   Heb.9:14

  In the living bird let loose  A Life Triumphant   Lev.14:7

  (Type of Christ in resurrection) 

  It was dipped in the blood of the slain bird, and thus identified with its death.

117 What Follows Cleansing?  Compare Luke 5:12-15

The Cleansed leper—

  1 washed his clothes  Cleansed Habits  Lev.14:8

  2 shaved his hair  Self-judgment   Lev.14:8

  3 was brought into the camp  Nearness   Eph.2:13

  4 had the blood applied to his ear, thumb, and foot Consecrated members   Lev.14:14

  5 had the oil applied  Consecrated members  Lev.14:17

  6 had his head anointed  The Spirit’s anointing  Lev.14:18

  7 offered sacrifices to the Lord  Worship  Lev.14:19

118 The Day of Atonement  Lev.16

  Types of Christ, our propitiation 1 John 1:2

1 The high priest who entered the holiest with the blood  Lev.16:3,14; Heb.9:7; Heb.9:11,12

2 The bullock slain for the sin-offering  Lev.16:15; Heb.9:14

3 The goat slain for the sins of the people   Lev.16:15; Heb.9:14

4 The veil through which the Holiest was entered  Lev.16:2; Heb.10:20

5 The mercy-seat on which the blood was sprinkled  Lev.16:14; Rom.3:25

6 The scapegoat that bore away the confessed sins to the wilderness  Lev.16:21,22; John 1:29

7 The bodies of the victims burned outside the camp  Lev.16:27; Heb.13:11,12

119 The Atoning Blood of Christ   Lev.17:11

  What the blood of bulls and goats could not do—atone for sin—Heb.10:4

  What the blood of Christ does—

1 Makes atonement for sin   Lev.17:11

2 Ratifies the new covenant with God   1 Cor.11:24

3 Effects the justification of the sinner who believes in Jesus   Rom.5:9

4 Procures redemption for the believer   Eph.1:7

5 Brings the believer near to God   Eph.2:13

6 Reconciles the believer to God   Col.1:20

7 Looses the believer to God    Rev.1:7

8 Purges the believer’s conscience from dead works  Heb.9:14

9 Gives the believer boldness of access into the Holiest  Heb.10:19

10 Cleanses the believer from all sins   1 John 1:7

120 The Feasts of Jehovah   Lev.23

  The Revised Version calls them ‘set feasts’ i.e., appointed, trysting times. In addition to the Sabbath day, the seventh day of the week, there were Seven Feasts.

  1 Passover—

   on 14th Abib (First month)  Death of Christ  Lev.23:5; 1 Cor.5:7

  2 Unleavened bread—

   15th to 21st Abib  Holiness of redeemed life   Lev.23:6-8; 1 Cor.5:8

  3 Firstfruits—

also in Abib the ‘Omer’(sheaf)  Resurrection of Christ  Lev.23:9-14; 1 Cor.15:23

  4 Pentecost—

on the 6th Sivan (Third month)  The Church formed   Lev.23:15-21;

A new meal offering that had leaven was offered at Pentecost.  Act.2:1

  5 Trumpets

    on 1st and 2nd Tisri(Seventh month)  Christ’s Return to reign Lev.23:23-25

  6 Atonement—

On10th Tisri   Israel’s souls afflicted and    Lev.23:27-28;

              Israel’s sin put away         Zech.12:10-14; 13:1

  7 Tabernacles (booths)    15th to 22nd Tisri   Lev.23:39-43;

The nations at peace with Messiah enthroned  Zech.14:16

121 Golden Jubilee Year  Lev.25:8-17

Israel’s Sacred Sevens—

  the Sabbath, the Seventh day each week   Lev.23:3

  the Year of rest, the Seventh year   Lev.25:4

  there were two festivals each lasting seven days, and three Feasts in the Seventh month. The Feast of Pentecost was celebrated seven weeks after the previous set feast.

JUBILEE YEAR was the fiftieth year, after seven Sabbatic years had run their course.

It brought—

  1 Reinstatement to the Dispossessed—Inheritance restored  Lev.25:28

  2 Redemption to the Downtrodden—Slaves emancipated  Lev.25:54

  3 Relief for the Distressed—Toilers rested  Lev.25:11,12

  The Law of Liberty was applied—

to the Land   vs.13 to 18:

to dwellings   vs.27 to 34:

to bondslaves vs.35 to 55.

122 Israel’s Camp with God in the Midst Num.2

Four Directions with three on each cardinal point.

  1 The Way in for Worship—Clockwise—12 Tribes (Judah—Praise—coming first)   Num.2:1-31

  2 The Way out for Service—Anti-clockwise—12 Oxen(Facing out from the altar) 2 Chron.4:1-4

  3 The Way home for Reward—E,N,S,W—12 Gates (Open for entry)  Rev.21:12,13

123 The Service of the Sanctuary  Num.3:5-13

  1 The Selection of the Workers

   ‘I have taken the Levites’ Num.3:12

  2 The Separation of the Servants

   ‘Thou shalt separate the Levites’  Num.8:14

  3 The Service of the Levites 

   ‘Unto God’   Num.8:13 Deut.10:8

   unto Aaron, the high priest   Num.18:1,2

   unto the congregation   Num.16:9

   unto the sanctuary     Num.1:50

  4 The Sustenance of the Ministers

by the people’s tithes   Num.18:21,24

(They had no territorial inheritance) 

Exhortation to the people concerning the Levites   Deut.12:19

124 The Levites and their Charge  Num.4

  ‘The Kohathites upon their shoulders bear. The holy vessels covered all with care. The Gershonites receive an easier charge, Two wagons full of cords and curtains large. Merari’s sons four ponderous wagons load With boards and pillars of the House of God.’

R. Murray McCheyne

  1 Gershon—a Stranger here 

Gershonites’ Charge—Curtains and Hangings for gate and door Coverings for the tabernacle—THE EVANGELIST   Num.4:21-28

  2 Kohath—assembly

Kohathites’ Charge—

Vessels of the sanctuary (Emblematic of Christ’s Person and Work) 

THE TEACHER   Num.4:15

  3 Merari—My bitterness

   Merarites’ Charge—Framework of boards, bars, pillars and sockets, pins, etc—THE PASTOR     Num.4:29-33

125 The Princes in Israel  Num 7

  ‘A prince, a great man in Israel’ 2 Sam.3:38 

PRINCELINESS was seen in—

  1 The Dignity of their Deportment   Num.7:2

  2 The Wealth of their Possessions  Num.7:84

  3 Their Appreciation of the Altar     Num.7:10

  4 The Liberality of their Offerings    Num.7:3, etc.

  5 The Conveyance of their Gifts     Num.7:3

126 Seven Trumpets

  1 THE TRUMPET OF GATHERING

(Silver—Emblem of Redemption)   Num.10:2,4

  2 THE TRUMPET OF ALARM      Num.10:5,6

  3 THE TRUMPET OF BATILE     Num.10:9; 1 Cor.14:8

  4 THE TRUMPET OF GLADNESS   Num.10:10; Psa.98:6

  5 THE TRUMPET OF VICTORY   Joshua 6:4,5; Judg.7:18

  6 THE TRUMPET OF WARNING   Ezek.33:3

  7 THE TRUMPET OF RESURRECTION AND TRANSFORMATION  1 Cor.15:52

127 Three Prophets Who Wanted to Die

  All were called by God, sent by God and used by God.

  1 MOSES –Loss of Confidence –after Testing in the Wilderness Num.11:10-17

  2 MLIJAH –Loss of Courage –after Triumph on the Mountain 1 Kings.19:1-8

  3 JONAH –Loss of Concern –after Testimony in the City  Jonah 4:1-4

128 Faithful Servants of God

  1 Moses the Prophet—faithful in all his house  Num.12:7; Heb.3:5

  2 Abraham the Patriarch—faithful before God   Neb.9:7-8

  3 Daniel the President—faithful in his duties    Dan.6:4

  4 Paul the Preacher—faithful in God’s reckoning   1 Tim.1:12

  5 Tychicus the Pastor—faithful in service    Eph.6:21

  6 Timothy the Pupil—faithful in the Lord     1 Cor.4:17

  7 Epaphras the Pleader—faithful in prayer    Col.1:7;4:12

  8 Onesimus the Partner—faithful and beloved    Col.4:9; Philem.17

  9 Silvanus (Silas) the Postman—faithful to the saints   1 Pet.5:12

  10 Antipas the Persecuted—faithful unto death   Rev.2:13

                                                   S.T.

129 Good and Evil Reports

  Joshua and Caleb, two of twelve spies sent to search the land of Canaan, brought back a good report.

  1 THE COMMISSION

‘Spy out the land of Canaan Num.13:16

  2 THE COMPARISONS

10 spies—like Grasshoppers before Giants   Num.13:33

2 spies—God greater than Giants   Num.14:8

  3 THE CONCLUSIONS

10 spies—‘We be not able’     Num.13:31

Caleb and Joshua—‘We are well able’   Num.13:30

130 Caleb, the Man who Followed Fully

  It is six times said of Caleb that he followed the Lord fully:

  Jehovah’s testimony   Num.14:24; 32:12; Deut.1:36; Joshua 14:14

  Moses’ testimony      Joshua 14:9

  Caleb’s own testimony  Joshua 14:8

The Reason—he had another spirit in him’   Num.14:24

Not the spirit of bondage again to fear    Rom.8:15

Not the spirit of cowardice 2 Tim.1:7

Caleb’s spirit displayed—

  1 Undaunted Faith in the Lord   Num.14:9

  2 Unswerving Loyalty to the Lord    Num.14:9

  3 Unbounded Zeal for the Lord’s cause  Num.13:30

131 The Drink Offering, or Libation   Num.15:1-10

  The Apostle Paul speaks of himself as a Libation to God. Phil.2:17; 2 Tim.4:6

The Drink Offering was—

  1 The Most Insignificant of the offerings—

Paul’s Humility Phil.2:17; Eph.3:8; 1 Tim.1:15; 1 Cor.15:9

  2 Always poured out on one of the great offerings, especially the Burnt Offering—Paul’s Devotion to Christ Num.15:5; 2 Tim.4:6

  3 An Offering made by fire—Paul’s Afflictions Num.15:10; 2 Cor.11:23-28

  4 Fragrant to the Lord—Paul’s Ambition in life or death Num.15:10; 2 Cor.5:9

  5 Measured to correspond to the Value of the Burnt Offering—Paul’s Appreciation of Christ Num.15:5; Gal.2:20

  6 The same measure as the measure of oil offered with it—Paul’s Serviceby the Spirit Num.15:4,5,6,7,9,10; Phil.1:19

  7 Always a libation of Wine—Paul’s true estimate of the world’s joys Num.15:5,7; Gal.6:14

132 The Red Heifer  Num.19

  Purification from Defilement by the way, referred to in Heb.9:13-14. Truth taught—The Death of Christ brought to bear on a believer’s conscience when defiled.

  1 THE ANIMAL FOR SACRIFICE 

a red heifer   Num.19:2

must be—without blemish—Christ’s Sinless nature without spot—Christ’s stainless character free from the yoke—Christ’s Freedom from sin

  2 THE SLAYING OF THE SACRIFICE   Num.19:3

   Slain before the face of the priest—Christ’s sacrifice before His priesthood Slain outside the camp, Christ suffered without the gate Heb.13:12,13

   Blood sprinkled before the tabernacle—Efficacy of Christ’s sacrifice  Heb.9:14

  3 THE APPLICATION OF THE ASHES   Num.19:17-19

(1) along with running water—in the Spirit’s power:

(2) by a person who is clean  Num.19:9; Gal.6:1

(3) by one who has washed his clothes—cleansed habits

(4) to one defiled by contact with death  Num.19:11-14

(5) to vessels defiled by a dead body  Num.19:15; 2 Tim.2:20,21

133 Failure of Moses

  In Exod.17 God said to Moses, ‘Smite the rock’, and Moses obeyed.

  ‘That Rock was Christ’ (1 Cor.10:4,5).

  In Num.20 God said, ‘Speak to the rock’, and Moses disobeyed.

1 He spoke inadvisedly with his lips    Ps.106:33

2 He failed in his strongest point, meekness   Num.20:10; 12:3

3 He struck the rock twice   Num.20:11

4 He disbelieved God   Num.20:12

5 He failed to honour God before the people   Num.20:12

135 The Brazen Serpent   Num.21:4-10; John 3:14,15

  1 The People—a Sinful Race, dying because of sin   Num.21:6

  2 The Provision—a Suffering Redeemer   Num.21:8

                  a Serpent ‘lifted up’  John 3:14;

(1) a Cursed creature: Christ was made a curse   Gal.3:14

(2) Uplifted on a pole, the Son of man lifted up   John 3:14

(3) Made of brass, that could stand the fire   Heb.12:2

(4) a fiery serpent, a burning one (same word as ‘seraph’ in Isa.6)  Isa.6:6

  3 The Purpose—

    a Sure Recovery    Num.21:8; John 3:15

    ‘Look and live’, ‘believe and live’。

136 The Presence of the Unchanging God

  ‘The Lord thy God HATH BEEN with thee

Past of Yesterday,    Deut.2:7

  ‘The Lord thy God is with thee’ Present of Today,     Joshua 1:9

  ‘The Lord God, even thy God, WILL BE with thee Future and forever  1 Chron.28:20

  ‘Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and today and for ever.’  Heb.13:8

                                                        S.B.K.W.

137 God’s Calls on Our Attention  
   ‘Hear, O Israel’!

  1 Concerning their enemies   Deut.1:14 Chs 1-3

  2 Concerning themselves     Deut.4:1 Ch.4

  3 Concerning His moral law   Deut.5:1 Ch.5

  4 Concerning the Implications of the Law   Deut.6:3 Chs.6-8

  5 Concerning Special commands   Deut.9:1 Chs.9-20

138 A Good Land for an Inheritance    Deut.8:7

FOR ISRAEL

Earthly and Material

  1 Brooks, fountains, springs

  2 Wheat and barley

  3 Vines, figtrees and pomegranates

  4 Oil olive

  5 Honey

  6 Iron and brass

  7 Eating till satisfied

FOR THE SAINTS

  Heavenly and Spiritual

  Purity and Delight of divine resources

  Bread of life from Heaven

  Fruitfulness in the life

  The Spirit’s power for witness

  Sweetness from service

  Treasures for diligent students of God’s Word

  Appetite to enjoy God’s good provisions

139 In the Land—In the Heavenlies   Deut.12:1; Eph.1:3 Deut.12:10-12

  1 The Portion that God Conferred

  2 The Place that God Chose

  3 The Precepts that God Commanded

  4 The Presents that God Claimed

140 Take Heed to Thyself

  1 Care for God’s Place    Deut.12:13

  2 Care for God’s Servants  Deut.12:19

  3 Care for God’s Glory     Deut.12:30

141 Liberal Provision for the Liberated Pauper   Deut.15:14

  ‘Thou shalt furnish him liberally’

  OUT OF THY FLOCK—

  the Lamb of God, in Redemption   John 1:29; 1 Pet.1:18,19

  OUT OF THY FLOOR—

  The finest of the wheat, in God’s Word   Ps.81:16; Jer.15:16

  OUT OF THY WINEPRESS—

  the good wine, in Heavenly joy   John 2:10

142 The Firstfruits   Deut.26:2

  1 What the Offerers brought  vs.1-4

   (1) Firstfruits—Quality of the Gift, the best    Deut.26:2

   (2) In a Basket--
Quantity of the Gift, limited   Deut.26:2

   (3) Unto the Place—Place of giving, the Lord’s choice   Deut.26:2

   (4) Unto the Priest—Presentation of the Gift    Deut.26:3

  2 What the Offerers said   vs.5-10

  There was—Remembrance of their former condition   v.5

             Recognition of God’s goodness    v.7

             Review of God’s deliverance     v.8

             Rejoicing in God’s provision     v.9

  3 What the Offerers did     vs.10,11

Set their offering before the Lord

Worshipped before the Lord

Rejoiced before the Lord

143 Ready—A Study For All

  1 Condition of the sinner—Ready to perish  Deut.26:5; Job 29:13; Prov.31:6; Isa.27:13

  2 Compassion of the Lord—Ready to pardon  Neh.9:17; Ps.86:5; Isa.38:20

  3 Conduct of the saint  Ready to do 2 Sam.15:15

  4 Commission of the servant  Ready to preach   Rom.1:5

  5 Coming glory and salvation—Ready to revealed  1 Pet.1:5

  6 Complaint of the sorrowful—Ready to halt  Ps.38:17

  7 Consequence of backsliding—Grace ready to die   Rev.3:2

F.E.M.

144 The Perfections of God

  1 His Work is Perfect    Deut.32:4

  2 His Way is Perfect    2 Sam.22:31

  3 His Knowledge is Perfect   Job.36:4

  4 His Law is Perfect    Ps.19:7

  5 His Will is Perfect    Rom.12:2

  6 His Love is Perfect   1 John 4:18

  7 He Himself is Perfect   Matt.5:48

T.B.

145 Our God is the—

God of Truth    Deut.32:4; Jer.10:10

God of all Grace   1 Pet.5:10

God of Peace    Phil.4:9

God of Love   2 Cor.13:11

God of all Comfort  2 Cor.1:3

God of Patience   Rom.15:5

God of Hope  Rom.15:13

God of Glory   Acts 7:2

God of Judgment  Isa.30:18

God of Mercies   2 Cor.1:3

J.H.B.

146 God is Sovereign Ruler

 ‘The Most High divided to the nations their inheritance’    Deut.32:8

God is sovereign in

  1 the Allotment of their territory—‘according to the number of children of Israel’   Deut.32:8

  2 the Appointment of their rulers—‘whomsoever He will’   Dan.4:25

  3 the Attitude of the hearts of their kings—‘whithersoever He will’  Prov.21:1

  4 the Activities of their leaders—‘Whatsoever Thy counsel determined   Acts 4:28

  He is ‘the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords’  1 Tim.6:15

147 The Last Days and Deeds of Moses   Deut.32:44,45

Five Great Chapters—

  1 Deut.31

The Commands of Moses, the Messenger of God

To Israel the nation   vs.1-6

To Joshua the leader  vs.7,8

To the priests of Jehovah  vs.9-13

To the Levites    vs.25-27

  2 Deut.32

   The Song of Moses, the Prophet of God    Deut.31:30; 32:44

  3 Deut.33

   The Blessing of Moses, the Man of God    Deut.33:1

  4 Ps.90

   The Prayer of Moses, the Man of God    Ps.90, Title

  5 Deut.34

   The Death of Moses, the Servant of God    Deut.34:5

148 Men of God

  First Occurrence of the title in the Bible  Deut.33:1. It is applied to—

  1 Moses the servant  Deut.33:1; Joshua 14:6 

2 Samuel the seer    1 Sam.9:6,7,8,10

  3 David the king      2 Chron.8:14

  4 Shemaiah the messenger   1 Kings 12:22; 2 Chr.11:2

  5 A prophet out of Judah   1 Kings 13:1,4,5,7,8,etc.

  6 Elijah the Tishbite   1 Kings 17:18,24,etc.

  7 Elisha the son of Shaphat    2 Kings 4:7,9,etc.

  8 Igdaliah, a man of God    Jer.35:4

  9 Timothy, the dearly beloved    1 Tim.6:11

149 Places of Enjoyment

  1 A Place on God’s heart—Affection   Deut.33:3; Exod.28:29,30

  2 A Place in His hand—Protection Graven on His palms  Isa.49:16

                                Held in His hand  John.10:28,29

                                Upheld by His hand  Isa.41:10; 1 Pet.1:5

  3 A Place at His feet—Instruction   Deut.33:3; Luke 10:39

  4 A Place by His side—Attraction   Deut.33:12; Song of S.8:5

  5 A Place between His shoulders—Satisfaction  Deut.33:12; Luke 15:5

G.G.

150 Seven Blessings for God’s Nazarite   Deut.33:13-16

  1 Precious things of heaven Spiritual blessings in the heavenlies   Eph.1:3

  2 Precious fruits brought forth by the sun Fruit of the Spirit in our lives   Gal.5:22

  3 Precious things put forth by the moon Fruit of the light  Eph.5:9

  4 Chief things of the ancient mountains Supremacy of God’s commands  Rom.8:4

  5 Precious things of the lasting hills Triumphs of the Cross on Calvary  Col.2:14,15

  6 Precious things of the earth all things richly to enjoy  1 Tim.6:17

  7 Goodwill of Him Who dwelt in the bush Preservation through trial 1 Pet.5:10

151 A Hind Loose   Deut.33:23

  The Hind is a beautiful animal, exposed to danger and hunted. ‘Hind of the morning’—Aijeleth-Shinar—title of Ps.22.

  1 ‘Let loose’—FREEDOM Same word in Lev.14:7; Deut.15:18; Isa.6:8; Zech.9:11 (Let loose, send away)

  2 ‘Hind’s feet’—FLEETNESS Ps.18:33; Hab.3:19

  3 ‘Giveth goodly words’—FRESHNESS (or ‘spreadeth goodly antlers’)  Gen.49:21

  4 ‘Satisfied with favour’—FAVOUR  Isa.9:1,2

  5 ‘Full of Jehovah’s blessing’—FULLNESS  Matt.4,15,16

152 Satisfied  Deut.33:23

  1 Satisfied in the days of famine   Ps.37:19

  2 Satisfied in drought Isa.58:11; Jer.31:12

  3 Satisfied with His goodness  Jer.31:14; Ps.103:5

  4 Satisfied with the fatness of His house  Ps.36:8; 63:5

  5 Satisfied when we awake with His likeness  Ps.17:15

E.A.H.

153 Asher’s Blessing   Deut.33:24,25

  Asher—Happy; there was joy at his birth  Gen.30:13

HAPPY in

  1 Prosperity—‘Fat bread’—prolific crops Gen.49:20 ‘Foot dipped in oil’—Olives and oil wells ‘Iron and brass under foot’—Mineral wealth

  2 Posterity ‘blessed with children’—no barrenness

  3 Partnership--‘acceptable to his brethren’

  4 Provision—‘as thy days, so shall thy strength (or rest) be’

  5 Privilege—Anna, of the tribe of Asher, ‘gave thanks’, and ‘spoke of Christ’ Luke 2:36-38

154 The Eternal God  Deut.33:27

  The Eternal God is the refuge of His saints, who are

1 Called to  Eternal Glory   1 Pet.5:10

2 Blessed with   Eternal Salvation   Heb.5:9

3 According to an   Eternal Purpose   Eph.3:11

4 Based upon an Eternall Redemption  Heb.9:12

5 and Sealed with an Eternal Spirit    Heb.9:14

6 in Possession of Eternal Life   John 10:28

7 Pressing toward an Eternal Inheritance  Heb.9:15

8 where they will have an Eternal House   2 Cor.5:1

9 and Receive an Eternal Weight of glory   2 Cor.4:17

10 under the rule of an Eternal King   1 Tim.1:17

T.B.

155 God’s People  Deut.33:29

God’s People are 

  1 A Saved People

  2 A Unique people

  3 A Happy People

  4 A Sheltered People

  5 A Defended People

  6 A Persecuted People and will be

  7 A Triumphant People     G.H.

156 Moses, Representative of the Law  Deut.34

  1 The Law was Given by Moses   John 1:17

   ‘Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ’

  2 The Glory of the Law shone in Moses’ face 2 Cor.3:7

The glory of the Gospel in the face of Jesus Christ

  3 Moses’ Vigour was undiminished (no lowering of the standard)  Deut.34:7

The Law made way for a ‘better hope’   Heb.7:19

  4 Moses and the Law were superseded   Deut.34:10

The law was our pedagogue to bring us to Christ   Gal.3:24

  5 Moses could not lead the people into the Land, Joshua.1,2; but Joshua did  Rom.8:3

JOSHUA

157 The Qualities of a Leader  Joshua 1

  1 Dependence on God His name, originally ‘Oshea’, Saviour, became Jehoshua, or Joshua. Jehovah is Saviour, and the Greek form of this is ‘Jesus’. Addition of part of Jehovah’s name to his. He no longer claimed to be saviour but recognized that ‘Salvation is of the Lord’.   Num.13:16

  2 Confidence in God His tribe, Ephraim son of Joseph—so he drew his strength from God    Gen.49:24; Joshua 1:7

  3 Humility in Service His description—Moses’ minister He had served with humility.    Joshua 1:1;  Exod.24:13; 33:11

  4 Prowess in Conflict His record of Victory as leader in battle  Exod.17:13

  5 Enduement with the Spirit God’s Spirit was in him   Num.27:18

  6 Appointment by God Not self-appointed   Num.27:16,17; Deut.1:38

  7 Apprehension of God’s Purposes His report of the land  Num.14:30

 158 The Promised Land 

   Sections of Joshua

The book covers a period of 25 years.

Chapters 1-5   Entering the Land

Chapters 6-12  Conquering the Land

Chapters 13-21  Dividing the Land

Chapters 22-24:8  Administering the Land

Chapters 24:2-33  Cemetery in the Land

159 A Divine Command

      As given in Joshua 1:8

This Book—shall not depart out of  thy mouth

SPEAK OF IT

But thou shalt meditate therein

STUDY IT

Observe to do according to all that is written 

SUBMIT TO IT

W.J.M

160 God’s Message to His People

As given in Joshua  1:11

  1 PREPARE—

yourselves for the journey    v.16

your food for the journey     v.17

  2 PASS OVER—

Jordan together             v.2

       Armed               v.14

  3 POSSESS—

The land promised by God      v.6

         given by God        vs.3,11

         to be covered by them   v.3

         occupied by enemies   v.4

161 Gentile Fellow-Heirs   

Chapter 1

God’s purpose of blessing for Israel, a people Elect, Redeemed, Sustained and Guided    Rom.9:4

Chapter 2

God’s purpose of blessing for Gentiles, Rahab and her household, chosen to be fellow-heirs. (They were strangers from the covenant of promise, having no hope and without God in the world)  Eph.2:11.12;

162 Rahab’s Faith

  1 Ground of Faith—

      Revelation   ‘I know’   Joshua 2:9

  2 Plea of Faith—

      Mercy       ‘deliver our lives’    Joshua 2:13; Heb.11:31

  3 Evidence of Faith

      Witness       ‘line of scarlet thread’    Joshua 2:18

  4 Works of Faith—

      Reception of spies    ‘I shewed you kindness’   Joshua 2:15,16; James 2:22

  5 End of Faith—

      Salvation         Joshua saved Rahab     Joshua 6:25; 1 Peter 1:9

163 An Untrodden Path

‘Ye have not passed this way heretofore’ Joshua 3:4

The Hebrew word translated ‘way’ here means ‘a trodden path’, but for Joshua and his people it was untrodden.

it should be—

GOD’S WAY      Deut.13:5

  a GUIDED WAY     Neh.9:19; Prov.3:6

  a GLOWING WAY   Prov.4:18

  a GOOD WAY       Judges 2:22; Ps.18:32

  a GUARDED WAY   Ps.17:4,5

163 Three Miracles in Joshua

  1 Jordan’s Waters—Faith’s Venture   Joshua 3:15-17; 4:10-24

  2 Jericho’s Walls—Faith’s Victory     Joshua 6:1-24

  3 Joshua’s Words—Faith’s Vehemence   Joshua 10:12-14

165 Two Cairns of Stones

  1 Twelve Stones placed in a heap on Jordan’s banks by representatives of the people (Joshua 4:3) as—

(1) A Memorial of God’s Power   Joshua 4:7,23-24

(2) A Witness to God’s Purpose, an inheritance in Canaan   Joshua 4:5

(3) A Declaration of God’s Pattern, unity of Israel   Joshua 4:7,8

  2 Twelve Stones set up by Joshua, the leader, in the bed of Jordan, as an Evidence that Jordan’s fierce floods had once been held in check. (Emblem of Christ’s Death and Resurrection)

166 Doing the First Works

  1 Egypt’s Reproach removed  Joshua 5:9

  2 Passover Feast observed    Joshua 5:10

  3 Wilderness Diet discontinued   Joshua 5,12

  4 Canaan’s Fruit enjoyed        Joshua 5,12

In Egypt the redeemed people ate the roasted lamb—Christ in Death

In the Wilderness they fed on the Manna—Christ the Bread of God

In Canaan they ate the corn of the land—Christ in Heaven

167 God’s Conquering Hosts   Joshua 6

Faith is the victory that overcomes the world   1 John 5:4

Three things happened at Jericho

  1 Its walls fell down flat   Joshua 6:20

  2 All in the city destroyed   Joshua 6:21

  3 The city burnt with fire    Joshua 6:24

Those who participated in the Victory:

  1 The Invisible Captain   Joshua 5:13,14

The word in the LXX is the same as that translated ‘Prince’ in Acts 3:15; 4:31, ‘Captain’ in Heb.2:10. and ‘Author’ in Heb.12:2

  2 Battalions of angels  Ps.34:7; 2 Kings 6:16

  3 Joshua, the human leader   Joshua 6:3,6,12,16,25

  4 The Armed Soldiers   Joshua 6:3,7,9

  5 The Trumpeters  Joshua 6:4,5,8,9,13,16

  6 The Priests carrying the ark   Joshua 6:8,13

  7 The Rescue Squad   Joshua 6:22,23

168 Three Divine Principles

Jehovah—

  1 asserted the Corporate Responsibility of His people   Joshua 7:11

  2 demonstrated the Serious Nature of sin in a leader,   Joshua 7:18

for Achan was a prince belonging to the tribe of Judah   1 Chron.2:7

  3 demanded the exposure and punishment of the sinner   Joshua 7:12; 1 Cor.5:13

169 The Sin of Covetousness

  1 God’s Indictment—‘Israel hath sinned’   Joshua 7:11

They have taken the garment which should have been destroyed. They have stolen the silver and gold which was for the Lord. They have dissembled, and hidden the stuff to conceal their sin (Prov.28:13)

  2 God’s Requirements—‘Take away the accursed thing’  Joshua 7:13

Full confession was necessary   Joshua 7:19

Full restitution must be made    Joshua 7:22,23

Full retribution must be meted out  Joshua 7:25

  3 The Sinner’s Confession—‘I have sinned against the Lord’  Joshua 7:20

‘I saw’ (Lust of the eye), ‘I coveted’ (Lust of the flesh), and ‘I took!’

170 The Valley of Achor

  1 A Valley of Trouble (Achor=trouble: Achan=troubler)  Joshua 7:26; 2 Cor.7:11

  2 A Boundary of Separation  Joshua 15:7; 2 Cor.6:14-18

  3 A Place of Rest   Isa.65:10; Ps.23:2,3

  4 A Door of Hope   Hos.2:15

171 A Wily Foe

‘They did work wilily’   Joshua 9:3,4

‘The wiles of the devil’   Eph.6:11

Gibeon was an important city in Southern Canaan, built on a hill and strongly fortified. The leaders of Israel succumbed to four Temptations—

  1 To Achieve a desired end without paying the price Joshua 9:15

  2 To Accept a semblance of antiquity without questioning its authority  Joshua 9:13

  3 To Agree to an alliance without due investigation Joshua  9:6-15

  4 To Act on their own without seeking divine guidance   Joshua 9:14

172 The Portion of the Overcomer

‘Give me this mountain,’ said Caleb. Joshua 14:12

Caleb had

  1 A Faith that was

     Triumphant            Joshua 14:7

  2 A Fortitude that was

      Tireless               Joshua 14:11

Caleb got

  3 A Fellowship that was 

     Treasured              Joshua 14:13

   ( Hebron means ‘Fellowship’)

  4 A Fullness that was 

     Transmitted 

   To his own family          Joshua 15:19

   For the benefit of the priests of God      Joshua 21,10,11

   For the shelter of the fugitive manslayer    Joshua 21:13

173 The Levites

Chapters in their History—

   Num.3    Census of the Levites: their Pedigree.

   Num.4    Charge of the Levites: their Ministry

   Num.8    Consecration of the Levites: their Ministry

   Num.18   Care of the Levites: their Maintenance.

   Num.21   Cities of the Levites: their Residence.

The Cities for the Levites were fixed—

  1 By Divine Appointment   Joshua 21:2

  2 By Definite Agreement    Joshua 21:3

By Divisional Arrangement    Joshua 21:4, etc.

174 The Downfall of Pride

  The children of Joseph said, ‘I am a great people’. Joshua 17:14; Isa.28:1

  Those Ephraimites were characterized by—

Ambition without Discipline   Joshua 17:15

Jealousy without Reason   Judges 8:1

Bravado without Courage   Ps.78:9-10

175 The Cities of Refuge    Joshua 20

One who had killed somebody by accident—

  1 Must flee to one of the appointed cities  Joshua 20:3; Heb.6:18

  2 Must Plead his cause at the gate of the city  Joshua 20:4; Job 33:27,28

  3 Must make his home in that city  Joshua 20:4; Phil.3:20

  4 Was safe until the day of judgment  Joshua 20:6; Rom.8:1

  5 Was safe until the high priest’s death  Joshua 20:6; Heb.7:16,17

THE ETERNAL GOD IS THY REFUGE Deut.33:27

The Cities of Refuge were—

  In Elevated Positions. Our Refuge is at God’s right hand in Heaven Heb.6:18

  Accessible from all Parts. Our Refuge is for ‘every creature’ in ‘all the world’ Mark 16:15 Available for all in need, with ever open gates Matt.11:28

176 Six Cities of Refuge  Joshua 20:7,8

  1 Kedesh—Holy        2 Cor.5:21

  2 Shechem—Shoulder   Luke 15:5

  3 Hebron—Friendship   Prov.18:24

  4 Bezer—Stronghold    Ps.31:3

  5 Ramoth—High place   Heb.3:19

  6 Golan—Happy        Prov.16:20

J.E.B.

177 ‘As For Me’

  1 Personal Resolution    Joshua 24:15

  2 Childlike Dependence   Ps.55:16

  3 Individual Temptation    Ps.73:2

  4 Earnest Intercession    1 Sam.12:23

  5 Self-Forgetfulness       Dan.2:30

  6 Rendering Good for Evil  Ps.35:13

  7 Eternal Satisfaction      Ps.17:15

G.H.

178 Three Graves in Canaan  Joshua 24:29-33

They buried—Joshua, Captain of Israel’s forces, Strong in the Lord

             Joseph, Dispenser of Egypt’s food, Strong in Faith

             Eleazar, Leader of Israel’s Worship, Strong in Grace

All died and were buried, and all await the day of resurrection. The Captain of our Salvation, the Supplier of our needs, and our great High Priest, died, was buried and rose again (1 Cor.15:3,4) and is alive for evermore (Rev.1:18).

JUDGES

179 Declension Among God’s People

  ‘Judges’ contrasted with ‘Joshua’.

JOSHUA                                  JUDGES

Period of 25 years—One Leader      Period of 330 years—Thirteen Leaders

Israel possessing their inheritance    Israel neglecting their inheritance

Series of Victories                  Series of Defeats prominent

The spiritual life prominent           The carnal life prominent

Progress recorded                   Retrogression recorded

180 Power of God Through Weakness 

God used—

  1 Ehud with his left hand   Judges 3:15

  2 Shamgar with an ox-goad   Judges 3:31

  3 Deborah, as one of the weaker vessels   Judges 4:4

  4 Jael with a tent-pin     Judges 4:21

  5 Gideon’s army of 300 with trumpets, pitchers and lamps   Judges 4:21

  6 A woman with a piece of millstone   Judges 9:53

  7 Samson, with the jawbone of an ass   Judges 15:15

                                             R.L.B

181 Deborah  Judges 5

Deborah was—

  a Prophetess, knowing the will of God     Judges 4:4

  a Bee (meaning of her name), diligent in work   Judges 4:4

  a Fighter, victorious in battle   Judges 4:9

  a Singer, praising the Lord   Judges 5:1

  a Mother in Israel   Judges 5:7

Feeding, leading and pleading with her people: Loving God, braving the enemy, and saving her people.

182 Call of Gideon

When called by God, Gideon was—

  EMPLOYED—threshing wheat    Judges 6:11

  ENCOURAGED—‘mighty man of valour’    Judges 6:12

  EMBARRASSED—‘Surely, I will be with thee’  Judges 6:16

  ENERGIZED—threw down the altar of Baal   Judges 6:25,27

183 Steps to Victory

  1 The Tribes that Rallied their Forces     Judges 6:35

  2 The Tests that Revealed the Fit—Courage and Zeal tested Judges 7:3,6,7

  3 The Tools that Routed their Foes—Trumpets, lamps and pitchers Judges 7:16

184 Overcoming the Enemy   Judges 7:20

Gideon’s Men

  1 Blew their trumpets    Duties of God’s Servants   PROCLAMATION 1 Cor.14:8

  2 Broke their pitchers                       CONSECRATION 2 Cor.4:7

  3 Held aloft their lamps                      ILLUMINATION 2 Cor.4:6

  4 Shouted, ‘the sword of the Lord’             PENETRATION  Heb.4:12

185 Parable of the Trees   Judges 9:7-15

  Jotham’s Parable. Jotham means ‘Jehovah is perfect’. Three Trees recognized a Divine Purpose for them.

  1 The Recognition Preserved from unworthy ambitions

  2 The Response Promoted usefulness to God and man. Olive Tree gave oil for the light—Fatness and Witness   Judges 9:9

  Fig tree gave fruit to nourish—Sweetness and Sustenance   Judges 9:11

  Vine gave wine to cheer—Gladness and Lowliness    Judges 9:13

  (Wine was the element used in the Drink offering)

  3 The Realization produced glory to God. Only the thorn bush (the bramble) consented to ‘wave idly’ over the trees.  Judges 9:15

  4 A Wonderful Work to do—begin to deliver—Israel     Judges 13:5

  5 A Wonderful Power to use, the Spirit of the Lord    Judges 13:25

188 Tragedy of a Defective Consecration

Samson’s life was

  1 A Life of Remarkable Promise   Judges 13:5

  2 A Life of Resplendent  Purposes    Judges 13:25; 14:6; 15:14

  3 A Life of Relinquished Purposes   Judges 16:4,19

  4 A Last Lap of Restored Power  Judges 16:30

189 How Are the Mighty Fallen?

‘Samson Agonistes’ when ‘the Lord had departed from him’ Judges 16:20

  1 Lost  Strength—‘weak—like other men’   Judges 16:17

  2 Lost Sight—‘the Philistines put out his eyes’   Judges 16:21

  3 Lost Liberty—‘in the prison house’    Judges 16:21

  4 Lost Dignity—‘he did grind      Judges 16:21

RUTH

190 The Book of Ruth

  Two Bible books are named after women—

RUTH, a Gentile maiden who became the wife of a Jewish prince, and ESTHER, a Jewish maiden who became the wife of a Gentile king.

THE BOOK OF RUTH is read by the Jews at the Feast of Pentecost.

THE BOOK OF ESTHER is read by the Jews at the Feast of Purim.

  1 The Story  of Ruth has an appeal to young and old, rich and poor, master and servant, employer and employee, saint and sinner, sad people and glad people, lovers of history, nature and romance, and to all lovers of God.

  2 The Scenes  in Ruth move from the Riverside on the borders of Moab in Chapter 1, to the Fields of Bethlehem-judah in Chapter 2, the threshing-floor of Boaz in Chapter 3, and the City of Bethlehem in Chapter 4.

  3 The Sections in Ruth are:

Chapter 1  Emigration  Faith’s Choice  Ruth enters the Redeemer’s Flod

Chapter 2  Education  Faith’s Comfort  Ruth enters the Redeemer’s Field

Chapter 3 Expectation Faith’s Courage  Ruth comes to the Redeemers’ Feet

Chapter 4 Emancipation Faith’s Conquest Ruth enters the Redeemer’s Family

191 Evil Days   Ruth 1:1

The days when the judges ruled (Judges 17:6; 21:25; Ruth 1:1) were

  1 Days of Sinfulness   Judges 2:11

  2 Days of Servitude    Judges 2:14

  3 Days of Sorrow      Judges 2:15

  4 Days of Scarcity     Judges 6:6; Ruth 1:1

192 Four Pairs in Ruth 1

  1 Elimelech and Naomi—Two people Departing from Canaan’s land    Ruth 1:1

  2 Mahlon and Chilion—Two men Disobedient to God’s command  Ruth 1:4

  3 Ruth and Orpah—Two women Deciding for blessing or wrath  Ruth 1:14

  4 Naomi and Ruth—Two pilgrims Delighting in God’s own path  Ruth 1:19

193 A Famine in the Land  Ruth 1:1

Famines may be sent as

  1 A Check-up on our Faith  Gen.12:10; 1 Pet.1:6,7

  2 A Chastisement for our Failure   Heb.12:6

  3 or Child-training for the Future   Heb.12:11

194 Results of Backsliding

  1 Harmful Example to family and friends   Ruth 1:1; Rom.14:7

  2 Formation of forbidden alliances (unequal yoke ) Ruth 1:4; Deut. 7:3; 2 Cor.6:14)

  3 Shortening of life on earth   Ruth 1:3,5; 1 Cor.11:32

  4 Declension and spiritual poverty  Ruth 1:21

195 Ruth’s Vow of Consecration   Ruth 1:16-17

  1 ‘Whither thou goest, I will go’—A new Path for her feet

  2 ‘Where thou lodgest, I will lodge’—A new Place for her home

  3 ‘Thy people shall be my people’—A new People for her friends

  4 ‘and thy God my God’s—A new Power for her life

  5 ‘Where thou diest, I will die’—A new Prospect for the future

196 From Distance to Nearness

  Ruth’s choice brought her from Moab to Bethlehem (the house of bread), from poverty to wealth, and from widowhood to marriage. 

  Chapter 1

   Ruth became a Fellow-citizen with Boaz   Ruth 1:9; 2:4; Eph.2:19

  Chapter 2

Ruth became a Fellow-labourer with Boaz    Ruth 2:12; Phil.4:3

  Chapter 3

Ruth became a Fellow-kinswoman to Boaz   Ruth 3:12; 2 Cor.6:18

  Chapter 4

Ruth became a Fellow-heir   Ruth 4:10; Eph.3:6

197 A Mighty Man of Wealth

  Boaz means ‘In him is ability’; he is a type of Christ, mighty in seven ways (Prov.23:11).

  1 In Wealth   Ruth 2:1; 2 Cor.8:9; Eph.3:8

  2 In Grace  Ruth 2:4; John 1:14,16

  3 In Authority   Ruth 2:5; Matt.9:38

  4 In Supply    Ruth 2:14; John 6:51; 7:37

5 In Kinship    Ruth 2:20; Heb.2:14

6 In Redemption   Ruth 4:9-10; Gal.3:13

7 In Fulfilment     Ruth 4:10; Rev.19:7

198 Under His Wings   Ruth 2:12

  His people find

Shelter     Ps.57:1

Satisfaction    Ruth 2:12; Ps.36:7

Strength       Ps.63:7

Security       Ps.91:4

  Contrast Matt.23:37-38—‘Ye would not’.

199 In the Harvest Field

  Ruth as a widow and a stranger was permitted by the Law to glean Lev.19:9-10. Ruth ‘found grace’

  1 to glean in the same field all the time   Ruth.2:8

  2 to glean among the sheaves  Ruth 2:15

  3 to gather handfuls dropped on purpose for her   Ruth 2:16

  4 was refreshed when thirsty   Ruth 2:9; John 7:37

  5 was supplied with food when hungry  Ruth 2:14; John 6:35

  6 was comforted in her loneliness  Ruth 2:13; Heb.13:5

  7 was rested when weary   Ruth 2:14; Matt.11:28,30

200 The Place of Fellowship

  In the threshing-floor  Ruth 3:2

  1 Preparation for communion (Cleansing, anointing, clothing, waiting)   Ruth.3:3

  2 Duration of communion, ‘until the morning’  Ruth 3:13

  3 Occupation during communion, ‘hearing his word’   Ruth 3:18; Luke 10:39

201 The Kinsman-Redeemer

  The Hebrew word ‘Goel’ is translated ‘kinsman’ in Ruth 2:20; 3:9,12,13 (four times); 4:1,3,6,8,14; and ‘redeemer’ in Job 19:25;Ps.19:14; 78:35; Prpv.23:11; Isa.41:14; 43:14; 44:6; 44:24; etc.

  He must have—

the Right to redeem—as a Kinsman

the Will to redeem—as an interested party and the Power to redeem—as a wealthy person. In ‘Ruth’ there was a nearer kinsman (Ruth 3:12; 4:1) who had the right and will, but not the power. Ruth 4:6

Boaz had the Right, the Will and the Power to redeem Ruth 4:9.

202 Redemption Accomplished  Ruth 4:1-11

  1 by a Public Transaction at the city gate, the prescribed Place

  2 by a Witnessed Transaction by ten elders, the authorized People

  3 by a Completed Transaction according to the prescribed Procedure. The Claims and Conditions laid down by the Law were entirely fulfilled.

203 A Wonderful Union 

The marriage of Boaz and Ruth was 

  1 A New Union of Redeemer and Redeemed (Ruth had been married before to Mahlon)  Ruth 4:10; Rom.7:4

  2 A Joyous Union—from Want to Wealth   Ruth 4:14; 1 Cor.3:21

  3 A Fruitful Union—when Obed (meaning service) was born  Ruth 4:13-14

  4 A Purposive Union—to give the Saviour to the world  Ruth 4:22; Matt.1:1-5

204 A New Era   1 Sam.1; 2;3

  The Period between Samson the Judge and David the King.

  1 A Period of Revelation—God as Lord of hosts, 1 Sam.1:3,11 the first two occurrences in the Bible, the only two occurrences in the N.T.  Rom.9:29; James 5:4

  2 A Period of Revolution—Overthrow of existing system of Government by Israel    1 Sam.8:5-7

    Israel’s wicked priest rejected by God   1 Sam.2:31,35

  3 A Period of Retrogression—Like priests, like people   1 Sam.2:17;7:3

205 Wicked Men in the Priesthood  

Eli’s Sons—

  Their Wickedness—the sin of the young men was very great 1 Sam.2:12-17

God’s Warning—

  ‘in one day they shall die  1 Sam.2:22-36

Their Woe—

  ‘Israell is fied’: they two sons are dead   1 Sam.4:18

206 The Godly in Evil Days 

The Piety of a man, Elkanah    1 Sam.1:3

The Prayerfulness of a woman,  Hannah   1 Sam.2:22-36

The Power of a lad, Samuel  1 Sam.3:19

207 Hannah’s Paean of Praise  1 Sam.2:1-10

  1 Rejoicing in God’s Salvation, Holiness, Omniscience  vs.1-3

  2 Reversal of man’s order—the poor and weak saved, the proud and mighty humbled   vs.4,5

  3 Resurrection and its benefits  vs.6-8

  4 Regeneration and its blessings   vs.9,10

208 What Jehovah Does He—

  1 Weighs men’s actions   1 Sam.2:3

  2 Humbles the sinner     1 Sam.2:6

  3 Gives life to the dead   1 Sam.2:6

  4 Enriches the poor       1 Sam.2:7

  5 Exalts the humble       1 Sam.2:8

  6 Keeps His saints        1 Sam. 2:9

  7 Judges the wicked      1 Sam.2:10

                              W.J.M.

209 The Word of God—In Those Days   1 Sam.3:1

It was precious to the godly, because it was ‘rare’

  1 in the days of Samuel, when, with most, it was a Despised  Book  Judges 21:25

  2 in the days of Josiah, when it was a Forgotten Book   2 Chron,34:18,19

  3 in the days of Jeremiah, when it was a Neglected Book   Jer.15:16

  4 in the days of Malachi, when it was a Rejected Book    Mal.2:8

  5 in the days of Nero’s Persecutions, when it was a Condemned Book  2 Tim.4:2-4

  6 In the days of the Inquisition, when it was a Forbidden Book

  7 In modern times, when it is a Mutilated Book

210 The Precious Word of God  1 Sam.3:1

It is precious because of—

  1 Its Intrinsic Value  Ps.19:10; 119:162

  2 Its Ethical Value  Ps.19:10; 119:11

  3 Its Spiritual Value 2 Tim.3:16,17

  4 Its Relative Value  Ps.138:2

  5 Its Nutritive Value  Jer.15:16

  6 Its Illuminative Value  Ps.119:130

  7 Its Potential Value Heb.4:12; Ps.126:6; Luke 8:11

211 Signs of Times

Like these last days, the days of Samuel were characterized by—

  1 A Loosening of Salutary Controls—in NATIONAL LIFE  Judges 17:6

  2 A Lowering of Moral Standards—in SOCIAL LIFE  1 Sam.2:17,22

  3 A Lack of Parental Restraint—in DOMESTIC LIFE  1 Sam.3:13

  4 A Loss of Divine Power—in SPIRITUAL LIFE  1 Sam.3:3; 4:2

212 The Tragedy of the Departed Glory 

ICHABOD—‘the glory is departed from Israel; for the ark of God is taken’. 1 Sam.4:21. Gone were

  1 the Judical Glory—On the blood-stained mercy-seat by which atonement for sins was made once a year   Lev.16:34

  2 the Moral Glory—In the ark. God’s moral standard in the tables of the covenant   Exod.25:16

  3 the Shechinah Glory—OVER the ark. The guiding Pillar of cloud and fire   Exod.40:34

213 Restoration and Victory

    as seen in the days of Samuel

  1 Lamentation—the people Lamented   1 Sam.7:2

  2 Abrogation—They put away strange gods  1 Sam.7:3

  3 Congregation—They gathered together  1 Sam.7:6

  4 Expiation—They offered a sucking lamb  1 Sam.7:9

  5 Subjugation—They gained the victory   1 Sam. 7:10

  6 Proclamation—They set up a testimony   1 Sam.7:12

  7 Administration—Samuel continued in circuit to Bethel, Gilgal and Mizpeh, returned home to Ramah  1 Sam.7:16

  SIR ROBERT MATHIESON

214 The Prayers of a Prophet

‘I will pray of you unto the Lord’ 1 Sam.7:5. Samuel prayed—

  1 at Mizpeh, the Watchtower  1 Sam.7:5; Hab.2:1; 3:1

    when his people lamented after the Lord

  2 at Ebenezer, the Stone of help  1 Sam.7:9, 12 (Contrast 4:1)

    when the people turned to the Lord

  3 at Ramah,, the High Place  1 Sam.8:4-6; Heb.4:16

   when the people turned away from the Lord

  4 at Gilgal, Rolling  1 Sam. 12:18,19

   when the people wanted to serve the Lord

215 Hitherto  1 Sam.7:12

Ebenezer—‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.’

  1 Divine Forbearance   Exod.7:16

  2 Divine Forgiveness   Num.14:19

  3 Divine Blessing      Joshua 17:14

  4 Persevering Prayer   1 Sam.1:16

  5 Divine Assistance    1 Sam.7:12

  6 Divine Guidance     2 Sam. 7:18

  7 Divine Sustenance   Ps.71:17

 G.H.

216 How Samuel Prayed  1 Sam.12:23

  Samuel prayed I Habitually 2 Ungrudgingly 3 Importunately

His Prayers were—

  Individual—‘As for me’

  Intercessory—‘for you’

  Incessant—‘in ceasing’—‘that I should sin against the Lord’

  Invocative—‘to pray’

217 A Man After My Own Heart  1 Sam.13:14

In choosing David, God—

  1 sought a man   1 Sam.13:14

  2 found a servant   Ps.89:20

  3 took a shepherd   Ps.78:70

  4 commanded a captain   1 Sam.13:14

  5 provided a king   1 Sam.16:1

218 Regal but a Rebel

  1 God’s Stern Command—‘Go, utterly destroy Amalek’   1 Sam.15:3

  2 Saul’s Sinful Compromise—‘spared Agag and the best of the flock  1 Sam.15:9

  3 Saul’s Self-Complacency—‘I have performed the command’  1 Sam.15:13

  4 Saul’s Sad Confession—‘I have sinned’  1 Sam. 15:24

  5 Saul’s Sacrificed Crown—‘the Lord hath rejected thee from being king’  1 Sam.15:26,28

A.G.PHAIR

219 The Punishment of Disobedience 

By disobedience Saul lost—

  his Kingship—‘the kingdom—given to a neighbour’  1 Sam.15:28

  his Fellowship—‘Samuel came no more to see Saul’  1 Sam.15:35

  his leadership—‘all Israel and Judah loved David’     1 Sam.18:16

  his Life—‘Saul—fallen in Mount Gilboa’   1 Sam.31:8

220 ‘Send Me David’   1 Sam. 16:19

Who was David?

  1 Son of Jesse the Bethlehemite  1 Sam.16:19; Ruth 4:17; Matt.2:5

  2 Of the tribe of Judah  Matt.1:1; 3-6

  3 a much loved man, (David means ‘Beloved’)  1 Sam.18:16

  4 a Shepherd  1 Sam.16:11; 2 Sam. 7:8

  5 a Musician, a skilful player on the harp   1 Sam.16:8

  6 A sweet Psalmist   1 Sam.23:1

  7 A hero in battle   1 Sam.16:18; 17:50

  8 A King of all Israel  2 Sam.5:3,4

  9 Founder of the city of Zion  2 Sam.5:7

  10 Founder of a royal Dynasty  2 Sam.7:11

221 Qualities of an Overcomer 

David, the overcomer, displayed—

  1 Fidelity in Doing his duty   1 Sam. 17:34-37

  2 Fervour in Defending God’s honour  1 Sam. 17:36-37

  3 Faith in Declaring God’s power    1 Sam.17:44-47

( A faith born in secret communion with God, exercised in lonely conflicts in the wilderness, and triumphant in the hour of danger.)

  4 Frankness in Discarding man’s weapons    1 Sam.17:39

( too big for David, too small for Goliath)

  5 Fearlessness in Delivering God’s people  1 Sam. 17:51-53

222 David’s Weapons 

  1 A Shepherd’s Crook that became a royal Sceptre   1 Sam.17:34; 2 Sam.7:8

  2 A common Sling that grew into an army of mighty men   1 Sam. 17:40; 2 Sam.23:8

  3 A tuneful Harp that produced a Volume of praise-songs  Book of Psalms

  4 Five smooth stones that were meant for 5 lords of the Philistines  1 Sam.17:40,49; 2 Sam. 8:1

223 Result of the Battle of the Champions 

  1 Triumph of David   1 Sam.17:50

  2 Trophies of David   1 Sam. 17:51

  3 Tributes to David    1 Sam. 18:7; 19:5

  4 Throne of David    1 Sam. 23:17

224 Wonderful Love

‘Jonathan loved him (David) as his own soul’   1 Sam. 18:1

‘Thy love to me was wonderful’  2 Sam.1:26 

  1 Love’s Covenant—made a covenant  2 Sam. 1:26; 1 Sam.18:3; 20:16; 23:18

  2 Love’s Confession—Jonathan stripped himself  1 Sam. 18:4

  3 Love’s Confession—spake good of David  1 Sam. 19:4

  4 Love’s Communion—in the house, place of rest   1 Sam.18:1-3

                       in the field, place of toil  1 Sam. 20:11

                       in the wood, place of reproach   1 Sam.23:16

                       but not in the cave, place of hardship 1 Sam. 23:18

                      ( Jonathan went unto his own house.)

225 Attracted to David

  1 Jonathan in the hour of his Victory    1 Sam. 18:1

  2 David’s men in the hour of his Rejection  1 Sam. 22:1,2

  3 Abiathar the priest in the hour of Danger  1 Sam. 22:20,21

  4 Abigail in the hour of his Pleading   1 Sam. 25:8,23

  5 Young man of Egypt in the hour of Pursuit   1 Sam. 30:11

  6 Abner the leader in the hour of his Vengeance   2 Sam. 3:8-10

  7 Israel and Judah, the nation, in the hour of his Power   2 Sam. 5:1,5

226 Wise Behaviour   1 Sam.18

  1 David behaved himself wisely when honoured by Saul   v.5

  2 David behaved himself very wisely when feared by Saul  vs.14,15

  3 David behaved himself still more wisely when feared by Saul  v. 30

  The hatred of Saul grew out of Envy (v.9), led to cruelty (v.11), and subtlety (v.21) God’s Grace arising out of it  2 Sam.15:18,19

227 Changed Behaviour  1 Sam.21:13

  1 The Cause of David’s Declension—Fear  1 Sam.21:10, 12; 27:1

David was fearful when faithless, fearless when faithful.

  2 The Calamity of David’s Decepthion—

He acted a lie     1 Sam. 21:13

Affirmed a lie      1 Sam. 27:10

Assented to a lie   1 Sam. 28:1,2

‘O what a tangled web we weave. When first we practice to deceive.’

  3 The Consequences of David’s Defection—God’s Guidance in spite of it  1 Sam. 29:10

God’s Government because of it   1 Sam. 30:1,2

228 David’s Men

  1 WHO THEY WERE

   Those who joined him in the Cave of Adullam were

(1) Debtors—Bitten by creditors    1 Sam. 22:2

  (Hebrew word means ‘bitten’)

(2) Distressed—Bereft of peace of mind (Hebrew word means ‘straitness’)

(3) Discontented—(Hebrew word means ‘bitter in spirit’)

  2 WHAT THEY DID

(1) Separated themselves unto David   1 Chron.12:8

(2) Soldiered for David    1 Sam.23:5

(3) Submitted their will to David   1 Sam.26:4

(4) Served David faithfully    2 Sam.23:16

(5) Sided steadfastly with David   1 Chron.11:10 ( Marg.)

229 A Wise Woman and a Kind King  1 Sam. 25

Abigail

Made haste, when she saw danger near   vs. 18,34

Came direct to David himself    v. 20

Prostrated herself before David, in humility   vs. 23,24

Asked forgiveness from David for her trespass   v. 28

Expressed confidence in David as chosen of God   vs. 28,29

Believed God’s promise to David concerning the kingdom   v.30

Became the wife of David    v. 41

230 Two Confessions Contrasted

Confession of SAUL THE KING, of the Tribe of Benjamin, who disobeyed the voice of the Lord   1 Sam. 15:19

  I have sinned 

  I have played the fool

  I have erred exceedingly    1 Sam.26:21

 Confession of SAUL THE APOSTLE(Paul) of the tribe of Benjamin, who was not disobedient to the heavenly vision   Acts 26:19

  I have fought a good fight

  I have finished my course

  I have kept the faith    2 Tim.4:7

Saul the king lost an earthly crown, Saul of Tarsus, the Apostle, gained a heavenly crown.

231 Greatly Distressed but Divinely Encouraged   1 Sam.30:4

Greatly distressed by—

  Exile from his home

  Ingratitude of his people

  Deferment of his hopes

  Loss of his possessions

  Mutiny of his men

Greatly encouraged in the Lord by—

  1 Strengthening himself in weakness   2 Cor.12:9 

( Same Hebrew word is used of Jacob in Gen.48:2)

  2 Taking courage in time of trouble   Acts 28:15

(Same Hebrew word is used of Asa in 2 Chron.15:8)

  3 Behaving himself valiantly in face of mutiny   Acts 20:24

(Same Hebrew word is used of Abishai in 1 Chron.19:13)

  4 Becoming mighty in overcoming the enemy

(Same Hebrew word is used of Benaiah in 1 Chron.27:6)

232 The Forsaken Slave  1 Sam.30:13-15

The young man of Egypt was 

  1 Foreign—an Egyptian  1 Sam. 30:11

  2 Friendless            1 Sam. 30:11

  3 Forsaken my master left me   1 Sam. 30:13

  4 Famishing   1 Sam. 30:12

  5 Found       1 Sam. 30:11

  6 Fed         1 Sam. 30:11,12

  7 Freed       1 Sam. 30:15

H.K.D.

233 ‘To Whom Belongest Thou’   1 Sam. 30:13

  1 Certainly not to yourself, for ‘ye are not your own’   1 Cor.6:19

  2 Possibly to the Devil, if still in your sins   John 8:44; 1 John 3:8

  3 Happily to the Lord Jesus Christ, if you have received Him   John 1:12; Mark 9:41

234 The Throne of David

Divisions of 2 Samuel:

  1 David Came to the Throne  1:1-5.16

  2 David Conquered from the Throne   5:17-11:1

  3 David Fled from the Throne  11:2-20:3

  4 David Established on the Throne  20:4-24:25

235 David’s Prayer  2 Sam.2:1-3

Note concerning it—

  1 How becoming it was—After this David enquired   v. 1

  2 How direct it was—‘of the Lord’  v. 1

  3 How brief it was—‘Shall I go up?’  v. 1

  4 How simple was its subject—his movements    v. 1

  5 How prevailing it was—the Lord heard it   v. 1

  6 How speedily came the answer—‘unto Hebron’   v. 1

  7 How prompt was David’s obedience—David went up   v. 2

A.C.B.

236 Died Abner as a Fool Dieth?   2 Sam. 3:33

Abner’s Folly consisted in—

  1 Unclaimed Privilege—at the gate if a city if refuge. but failed to enter  2 Sam. 3:27

  2 Unused powers—hands not bound and feet not fettered  2 Sam. 3:34

  3 Unwise parley—Joab took him aside to speak quietly   2 Sam.3:27

237 David’s Threefold Attitude

  1 Lying before the Lord as a Penitent   2 Sam. 12:16

  2 Sitting before the Lord as a Worshipper    2 Sam. 7:18

  3 Standing before the Lord as a Servant   1 Chron.28:2

N.B.


238 A King’s Questions

  1 ‘Who am I , O Lord God? Man’s Insignificance  2 Sam. 7:18

  2 ‘What is my house’ Man’s Insufficiency  2 Sam. 7:18

  3 ‘Is this the manner of man?’ God’s Sovereignty  2 Sam. 7:19

  4 ‘What can David say any more unto Thee?’ God’s Omniscience  2 Sam. 7:20

  5 ‘What one nation in the earth is like Thy people?’ God’s Redeeming Grace  2 Sam. 7:23

239 Kindness Shown

  1 It was Kindness the king showed (to Mephibosheth and to Hanun)  2 Sam.9:1,7; 10:2; Jer.31:3

  2 It was the Kindness of God  2 Sam. 9:3; Tit.3:4

  3 It was Kindness for Jonathan’s sake  2 Sam. 9:1, 7; Eph.2:7

  4 It was Kindness based on a covenant  1 Sam. 20:14, 15,16

  5 It was Kindness that gave its object a new status—as one of the King’s sons  2 Sam. 9:11; 1 John 3:1

  6 It was Kindness that gave him a new place, at the King’s table  2 Sam. 9:7; 1 Cor.10:31

  7 It was Kindness that restored a forfeited inheritance  2 Sam. 9:7; 1 Pet.1,3,4

240 The Kindness of God 

Seven steps            2 Sam.9

  1 Fallen—in infancy   2 Sam. 4:4

  2 Fatherless—when Jonathan was killed   1 Sam. 31:2

  3 Friendless—of the house of Saul   2 Sam. 9:1

  4 Famished—in Lo-debar, place of no pasture   2 Sam. 9:4

  5 Favoured—‘that I may show him kindness’   2 Sam. 9:3

  6 Fetched—King David sent and fetched him   2 Sam. 9:5

  7 Feasted—ate continually at the king’s table   2 Sam. 9:7-13

241 The King and the Cripple   2 Sam. 9

 THE SOURCE—

  1 He went in and sat before the Lord. ‘According to Thine own heart’  2 Sam. 7:18.  ‘For Jonathan’s sake’  2 Sam.9:1

THE SUBJECT—

  2 He was Lost. David had to hunt for him. Lame on both his feet. Left—wellnigh left altogether.

THE STYLE

  3 Powerfully—He sent and fetched him. Peacefully—He said, ‘Fear not’. Perpetually—‘Thou shalt eat bread at my table always’.

THE SEQUEL

  4 Two Mephibosheths, One Spared: the other Hanged  2 Sam.21:7,8,9

Which will you be in Eternity?                        HYP.

242 At the King’s Table

Associated in each mention with eating  2 Sam. 9:7,10,11,13

The Place where the hungry find abundant satisfaction  Ps. 36:7,8

HOW LONG?—At his table continually, always  2 Sam.9:7,10

IN WHAT CAPACITY?—As one of the both his feet  2 Sam.9:13

(But his lameness was not seen while he was seated at the king’s table.)

243 David’s Eyes

King David had—

  first, Wandering Eyes   2 Sam. 11:2

  that, became Wanton Eyes  2 Sam.11:4

  then, Weeping Eyes      2 Sam. 15:30

  and finally, Wishful Eyes    2 Sam. 18:24

244 From the Depths to the Heights

David’s great Sin   2 Sam.11

David’s great Sorrow   2 Sam.12

David’s great Suffering   2 Sam. 13-18

David’s great Strength   2 Sam. 19-23

245 ‘I Have Sinned’  2 Sam.12:13

This confession was made by—

  1 Pharaoh—from a desire to escape sin’s Penalty    Exod.9:27; 10:16

  2 Achan—with the knowledge that his sin had been exposed  Joshua 7:19-21

  3 Saul—from the desire to save his face    1 Sam.15:24,30

  4 Judas Iscariot—from the remorse arising from disappointment  Matt.27:3-5

  5 David—from the fear of God    2 Sam.12:13

  6 the Prodigal son—from the longing to return home    Luke 15:21

  7 Any truly Penitent—realizing the futility of sin’s course   Job. 33:27

246 Sin Put Away  2 Sam.12:13

‘The Lord also hath put away thy sin’. God never passes over in but He can put it away—

  1 By covering it with the blood   Ps. 32:1.2; Heb.9:22

  2 By having it carried away to a land uninhabited  Lev. 16:21,22

  3 By removing it to a distance   Ps. 103:12

  4 By casting it behind His back   Isa.38:17

  5 By blotting it out as a thick cloud  Isa.44:22

  6 By consigning it to the depths of the sea   Mic.7:19

  7 By remembering it no more   Jer.31:34

247 The Young Man Absalom  2 Sam.14:21

David’s Way—‘Bring the young man Absalom again’ (with no mention of his crimes) . God’s Way—‘Yet doth He devise means that His banished be not expelled from Him’. 2 Sam. 14:14

  There is a difference between God’s way and man’s way of bringing the banished criminal back.

Absalom was brought back—

UNRIGHTEOUSLY—

  as far as David was concerned   2 Sam. 15:6, 13

  (He very soon rebelled openly)

UNRECONCILED—

as far as both were concerned (‘He saw not the king’s face’) 2 Sam. 14:24

God’s way is a Righteous way commanding Repentance effecting Reconciliation   Rom. 3:25,26; Acts 17:30; Rom.5:10

248 Three Loyal Followers of the Rejected King

Ittai the Gittite—

  1 Yielded himself to David: The Loyalty of Love  2 Sam. 15:19,21

  2 Hushai the Archite—Yielded his service to David: The Labour of Love  2 Sam. 15:32-37

  3 Barzillai the Gileadite—Yielded his substance to David: The Liberality of Love   2 Sam. 17:27-29

249 The Mount of Olives

  1 Under a Cloud—The Abjection of a Sinful king   2 Sam.15:30

  2 In the Sunlight—The Acclamation of a Sin-less King   Luke 19:37

  3 In the Moonlight—The Anguish of a Sin-bearing King  Luke 22:39-42

  4 In the Spotlight—The Ascension of a Saviour King  Acts 1:9-12

  5 In the Floodlight of Glory—The Appearing of a Smiting King   Zech. 14:3,4

250 How Long? Three Questions

  1 ‘How long have I to live?’ makes us consider the Close of our Life  2 Sam.19:34

  2 ‘How long will ye love vanity?’ makes us consider the Course of our Life.  Ps. 4:2

  3 ‘How long halt ye between two opinions?’ makes us consider the Challenge of our Life   1 King 18:21

251 A Trinity of Truth   2 Sam.22:31

  1 A Perfect Path. ‘His way is perfect.’ Amid the confusion and contradiction in the world there is one sure way. ‘I am the way,’ etc.   John 14:6

  2 A Tested Truth. ‘The Word of the Lord is tried.’ His promises are not untried bridges on which no foot has trod, but arches that have borne thousands on their way to heaven.

  3 A Present Protection. ‘He is a shield,’ e.g. Abraham, Job. etc.

                                                    W.R.

252 David’s Mighty Men   2 Sam.23:8-39

The lion-faced—‘faces—like the faces of lions’   1 Chron.12:8

  1 Adino—Lion-faced before overwhelming forces of the enemy  2 Sam.23:8

  2 Eleazar—hosts of Philistines    2 Sam.23:9,10

  3 Shammah—in defence of a field of lentils  2 Sam. 23:11,12

  4 Three mighty men—lion-faced in breaking through to the well at Bethlehem   2 Sam.23:13-17

  5 Abishai—Lion-faced in using his spear against the enemy   2 Sam.23:18,19

  6 Benaiah—before lion-like men of Moab   2 Sam.23:20

REWARDED because they were

  Separated to David

  Steadfast in purpose

  Strong to Overcome

  Swift to Pursue     1 Chron.12:8

253 In Jeopardy of Their Lives

Men who risked their lives

  1 David’s three Mighty Men—to bring joy to their Commander  2 Sam.23:14-17

  2 Barnabas and Saul—‘hazarded their lives’ to bring glory to the Name of Jesus   Acts 15:25,26

  3 Priscilla and Aquila—‘laid down their necks’ to save the lives of God’s servants   Rom.16:3,4

  4 Epaphroditus—‘risked his life’ (R.S.V.) for the work of Christ  Phil.2:30

1 KINGS

254 King Solomon   1 Kings 2:12

  1 Personally—as a man he was

  Fittingly Humble   1 Kings 3:7-9

  Profoundly Wise   1 Kings 4:30

  Extremely Foolish, weak and wicked    1 King 11:1,6,9

  2 Officially—as a king he

  Ruled his people righteously   1 Kings 3:28

  Chose his ministers wisely     1 Kings 4:1-20

  Extended his dominions peacefully    1 Kings 4:21-25

  3 Figuratively—as a type. Compare  Ps. 72

(1) his name, Solomon—peaceable   Isa.9:6

(2) his coronation twice  1 Chron.23:1; 29:22

(3) his throne, Jehovah’s   1 Chron.29:23; Rev. 3:21

(4) his prosperity  1 Kings 10:21.27; Ps. 72:15,16

(5) his authority   1 Kings 4:21; Rev. 11:15

255 Reign of Solomon   1 Kings Chs.1-11

  1 His Appointment and Anointing   Chs.1and 2

  2 His Wisdom and Wealth  Chs.3 and 4

  3 God’s Temple and his house  Chs.5,6,7 and 8

  4 His Fare and his Fame  Chs.3 and 10

  5 His Declension and Death  Ch.11

256 Lampstands in the Temple    1 Kings 7:49

There was only one Lamp-stand in the Tabernacle   Exod.25:31

There were ten Lampstands in Solomon’s Temple   1 Kings 7:49

(The Unity of the nation was about to end)

No Lampstand is required in the Millennial Temple, described in   Ezek. Chs.40-42

10 Lampstands, 10 bases for 10 lavers of brass, and 10 tables for showbread were in the Temple.

10 Commandments were on the Tables of stone  in the Ark of the covenant.’

10 Lampstands:

  5 on the Right—to represent Judah’s testimony   1 Kings 11:12-13; 15:4

  5 Kings of Judah kept the Lamp of witness burning, namely, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah and Josiah.

  5 on the Left—to represent Israel’s testimony   2 Kings 17:18

  5 Prophets in Israel who witnessed for God, namely, Nethan, Ahijah, Elijah, Elisha, and Jonah.

257 A Royal Visitor to Solomon    1 Kings 10:1-13

The Queen of Sheba, the Queen of the South   Matt.12:42

  1 What she Heard—Solomon’s Fame and Jehovah’s Name v.1; Matt.4:24; 9:31

  2 What she Did—she came   1; Matt.11:28

  3 What she Saw—8 things—first his wisdom, last his ascending offering  v.4; 1 Cor.2:6-8

  4 What she Said—‘the half was not told me’  vs.6-8; 1 Cor.2:9

  5 What she God—his royal bounty   v. 13; Eph.3:8

258 Causes of Solomon’s Declension  1 Kings 11:9

‘His heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel by00

  1 Wealth   1 Kings 10:16-18,23; Deut. 17:17

  2 Vanity. ivory, apes and peacocks  1 Kings 10:22

3 Horses   1 Kings 10:28; Deut. 17:16

4 Women  1 Kings 11:1-4; Deut. 7:3

259 Some Counterfeits  1 Kings 12:26-33

  1 Counterfeit God    v. 28

  2 Counterfeit Priesthood   v. 31

  3 Counterfeit Sacrifice  v. 32

  4 Counterfeit Worship   v. 32

  5 Counterfeit Feast   v. 33

F. MCL.

260 A Man of God Sidetracked   1 Kings 13

In the Chapter the title ‘man of God’ occurs   15 times

             the ‘word of the Lord’         10 times

The man of God had the Word of the Lord for his

  Guidance    1 Kings 13:1

  Message     1 Kings 13:2

  Power       1 Kings 13:5

  Authority     1 Kings 13:9

When he was off guard, he was ‘disobedient unto the Word of the Lord’  v. 26

  1 Satan’s Time—after a great achievement for God  v. 5; 1 Kings 18:40; 19:4

  2 Satan’s Disguise—the guise of a prophet   v. 18; 2 Cor.11:13,14

  3 Satan’s Aim—to get the man of God out of the will of God  v.21; Eph.5:17

  4 Satan’s Strategy—using something seemingly trivial (Eating and drinking: coming and going)   v. 22; Eph.6:11

  5 Satan’s Triumph—a carcase cast in the way (a live wire become lifeless, a useful servant become useless, a grand example become a solemn warning) v.25; 1 Cor.9:27

261 Perilous Times

The times in which Elijah lived were marked by 

  1 Departure from the living God and spread of Idolatry  1 Kings 12:28; 15:30,34

  2 Division among the people of God—2 kingdoms, Israel and Judah  1 Kings 12:16

  3 Demoralization of the leaders of Israel   1 Kings 16:30-33

  4 Disobedience to God’s marriage laws—the unequal yoke  1 Kings 16:31; Deut.7:3,4

  5 Defiance of the word of God concerning rebuilding Jericho (city of the curse)  1 Kings 16:34; Joshua 6:26

262 God’s Word to Elijah   1 Kings 17:3,4

  1 A Definite Command—‘Get thee hence’

  2 An Explicit Direction—‘Turn thee eastward’

  3 A Timely Instruction—‘Hide thyself’

  4 A Promised Supply—‘I have commanded the ravens to feed thee’

263 Character of Elijah

  Elijah—My God is Jehovah: the Tishbite=the converter. Man’s Extremity is God’s Opportunity. Elijah was the man God chose for those critical times.

He was—

  1 A Man of Passions  1 Kings 19:4; James 5:17

  2 A Man of Prayer    1 Kings 17:20; James 5:17

  3 A Man of Power    1 Kings 17:1; 2 Kings 2:14,15; Luke 1:17

  4 A Man of Patience   1 Kings 17:5-7

  5 A Man of Protected by God   1 Kings 18:10

264 Marks of Divine Power in Elijah

  1 In his Boldness in Testimony (Contrast Obadiah in 1 Kings 18:3) 1 Kings 17:1

  2 In his Obedience to divine Commands ‘Hide thyself’ (1 Kings 17:3), ‘shew thyself’ (1 Kings 18:1)  1 Kings 17:2-5

  3 In his Dependence on God’s Supplies Those were—natural—a brook miraculous—ravens; and divine—a widow  1 Kings 17:4-9

  4 In his Impartation of Life to the dead   1 Kings 17:22

265 The Triumph of Faith

  Elijah on Mount Carmel. Carmel—the fruitful place: certainly fruitful for God.

1 Faith’s Challenge—he presented a fair challenge   1 Kings 18:24

2 Faith’s Confidence—he was certain his God would act.  1 Kings 18:30

3 Faith’s Communion—he ‘drew near’ to God   1 Kings 18:36,37

4 Faith’s Conquest—Elijah’s God answered by fire   1 Kings 18:38

                   Vindication of the true God   1 Kings 18:39

                   Destruction of the false prophets   1 Kings 18:40

266 How To Pray   1 Kings 18:41-46

Pray as Elijah did—

  Intelligently   v. 41; Deut. 28:12,24

  Believingly   v. 41

  Humbly      v. 42

  Earnestly     James 5:17

  Definitely     James 5:17

  Persistently   v. 43; James 5:18

  Successfully   vs.44,45

267 God’s Depressed Servant

  ‘Elijah arose and went for his life’  1 Kings 19:1-3

  God’s Grace is abundant in Elijah’s weakness. Compare 2 Cor.12:9

1 God Supplying. His servant’s need   1 Kings 19:6-8

2 God Seeking; His servant’s good     1 Kings 19:9

3 God Speaking to, His servant’s conscience   1 Kings 19:9,13

Elijah was absent from Jezreel just when his presence was most needed, so God had to say to him, twice, ‘What doest thou here, Elijah?’

4 God Sending; His servant to act for Him   1 Kings 19:15,16

to anoint a successor to Benhadad in Syria to anoint a successor to Ahab in Israel to anoint a successor to himself in the prophetic office

268 The Call of Elisha   1 Kings 19:19-21

  1 The Person who was called—Elisha= God is my Saviour  v. 19

  2 The Place where he was found Abel-meholah=Vale of the dance  v. 16

  3 The Work that he was doing—Ploughing his field   v. 19

   (called now to plough Jehovah’s field)

  4 The Sign that he was needed—Elijah’s mantle fell on him  v. 19

  5 The Response that he gave—‘I will follow thee’   v. 20

269 Anointed People   1 Kings 19:16-20

  1 The Priests of the tribe of Levi    Exod.28:41; 40:15; Lev.8:12

  2 The Kings of Israel—Saul, David, Solomon, Jehu, Josiah   1 Sam. 15:1; 16:12,13; 2 Sam.2:4; 5:3; 1 Kings 1:43,45; 2 Kings 9:6.

  3 The Prophet Elisha    1 Kings 19:16

  4 The Lord Jesus Christ (Christ anointed) Ps. 45:7; Isa.61:1; John 12:3; Acts 10:38; Heb. 1:9

  5 The saints in the Church   2 Cor.1:21; 1 John 2:27

270 Busy Here and There   1 Kings 20:35-43

A Story with three characters—

  1 A wounded warrior with a responsibility

  2 A king to whom he was accountable

  3 A prisoner he was commanded to guard and hold

Observe—

  1 The Charge committed to him—‘keep this man’   v. 39

The Christian is commanded to keep, or hold, the hope set before us the Life that is life indeed the Good Deposit of truth Opportunities for service.   Heb. 6:18; Heb.6:18; 1 Tim. 6:19; 2 Tim. 1:14; Eph. 5:15,16

  2 The Excuse for his negligence—‘Busy here and there’  v. 40

Are we busy here and there—in the struggle for a living?

                          in the affair of the home?

                          in the business of life?

                          in the accumulation of wealth?

                          in the pursuit of pleasure?

  3 The tragedy that resulted from his neglect—‘he was gone’  v. 40

It was an irrecoverable loss.

271 Micaiah, A Faithful Servant

  1 Hated for his warnings that did not suit the king    1 Kings 22:8

  2 Despised for his truthfulness    1 Kings 22:18

  3 Persecuted for his courage     1 Kings 22:24

  4 Imprisoned for his faithfulness   1 Kings 22:26,27

  5 Afflicted for displeasing a wicked king   1 Kings 22:27

N.L.K.

2 KINGS

272 The Lesson of Elijah and Elisha

  Elijah and Elisha are taking the last walk together. Elijah is about to be taken. Elisha will carry on the work. But what leads to him getting the power? 2 Kings 2.

  1 PREPARATION—Gilgal, 1; Bethel, 2; Jericho, 4; Jordan, 6 These places gave a fitness, a moral preparation for power.

  2 PRAYER—‘Ask what I shall do for thee before I be taken from thee’ (v.9)

  3 PROMISE (v. 10)—‘If ye see me when I am taken from thee.’

  4 POSSESSION (vs. 14,15)—Spirit rests on Elisha.  

                                                           S.E.D

273 The Way to Blessing

  1 It was the PATH OF PERSISTENCE. ‘I will not leave thee’   2 Kings 2:2,4,6

  2 It was the PATH OF PROGRESS. ‘they two went on’  2 Kings 2:6-8

  3 It was the PATH OF POWER. ‘the spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha’  2 Kings 2:15; Luke 1:17

  The four places visited have significant meanings and had historic associations. He returned to the same places he had passed on his way, and in the same order.

  He went to get:  he returned to give

  He went to see:  he returned to show

  He went to hear:  he returned to heal

  He went to learn:  he returned to lead

274 The Double Portion   2 Kings 2:9

Was—

  1 The Portion of the Firstborn son. Elisha wanted to be considered. Elijah’s firstborn son, and to receive the portion necessary to maintain Jehovah’s honour.   Deut. 21:17

  2 The Portion of the Well-beloved (Elkanah gave his to Hannah)  1 Sam.1:5 (Marg.); Song of Songs 1:10.

  3 The Portion of one who endures Trial   Job.42:10; James 1:12

275 The Spirit of Power

  The Era of Elisha’s miracles—double the number performed by Elijah.

  1 Power in his Works—the ‘spirit of Elijah’   2 Kings 2:14,15

  2 Power in his Words—‘the Word of Jehovah is with him’  2 Kings 3:12

  3 Power in his Walk—‘an holy man of God’.   2 Kings 4:8,9

276 The Unequal Yoke

  ‘I am as thou art, my people as thy people’   2 Kings 3:7

The Unequal Yoke in

  1 Jehoshaphat’s Matrimonial arrangements  2 Chron.18:1

The Result—Family disaster

  2 Jehoshaphat’s Political Alliances   2 Chron.18:2

The Result—National Discomfiture

  3 Jehoshaphat’s Commercial Partnership   2 Chron.20:35,36

The Result—Financial Losses

277 Departure and Deliverance   2 Kings 3

  1 The Project Envisaged—a battle against Moab.      v.7

  2 The Plight Experienced—no water                  v.9

  3 The Provision Enjoyed—there came water           v.20

                          by the Word of the Lord     v. 12

                             the Joy of the Lord       v.15

                             the Power of the Lord    v. 18

278 A Debt and How it was Settled   2 Kings 4:1-7

‘The creditor is come   v.1

‘Go, sell the oil, and pay the debt’  v. 7

  1 A Transformation that took place by means of—

  2 A Treasure that was possessed—a pot of oil   v. 2; 2 Cor.4:7

  3 A Transfer that was negotiated—borrow vessels, pour out   vs. 3,4

  4 A Transaction that was completed—behind a closed door, and led to--   v.5; Matt.6:6

  5 A Triumph that was enjoyed.   v. 7

She paid the debt and lived, with her family, off the rest.

279 A Great Woman   2 Kings 4:8

The woman of Shunem was—

  1 Great in Rank the Hebrew word for ‘great’ indicates this.  v. 8

  2 Great in Discernment—‘I perceive’  v.8

  3 Great in Hospitality—‘let us make a little chamber’  v.9

  4 Great in Humility—‘I dwell among my own people’  v.13

  5 Great in Maternal Affection—‘carry him to his mother’  v.19,20

  6 Great in Faith—‘It is well’ (with the child)   v. 26

  7 Great in Courage—‘Drive and go forward: slack not’  v. 24

280 A Powerless Servant

  Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, lacked four great essentials—

1 Lack of Pity—he came near to thrust her away (though her soul was vexed)   2 Kings 4:27

2 Lace of Prayer—(contrast Elisha in verse 33)   2 Kings 4:31

3 Lack of Preparation—used Elisha’s staff only   2 Kings 4:31

4 Lack of Personal Touch—(contrast Elisha in verse 34)  2 Kings 4:31

281 How to Raise the Dead

  In the picture of the Shunammite’s son we have the qualifications of the worker: 2 Kings 4

  1 Weakness—A young man and an ass   v. 22

  2 Zeal—‘Drive and go forward, slack not’  v. 24

  3 Faith—The brokenhearted husband indifferent; child dead—‘It is well’ v.26

  4 Prayer—‘He went in, shut the door, prayed unto the Lord’  v.33

  5 Adaptation—Man and child made to fit, mouth upon mouth, eyes upon eyes, hands upon hands   v. 34

  6 Patience—Walked to and fro, waited  v. 35

  7 Victory—Opened his eyes, ‘take up thy son’    v. 35,36 

HYP.

282 The Problem of the Dead Child (For Workers among the young)

  1 THE MAN GOD USED—Elisha—Jehovah is my Saviour   2 Kings 4:27

  2 THE MANNER HE FOLLOWED—

his Compassion for the sorrowing

his Concern for others

his Confidence in God   2 Kings 4:26,27; 4:33

  3 THE METHOD HE EMPLOYED—Stretched himself upon the child. Personal touch and Adaptability  2 Kings 4:34,35

No teacher can hope for success who is not able to put himself (herself) in the place of the pupil.

  4 THE MIRACLE GOD WROUGHT—the child sneezed seven times. (Sign to those waiting outside the door). The child opened his eyes (Sign to the Lord’s servant inside)   2 Kings 4:35

283 The Model Maid

She was little        2 Kings 5:2

She was a captive   2 Kings 5:2

She was an Israelite  2 Kings 5:2

She confessed God   2 Kings 5:3

She had sympathy    2 Kings 5:3

She told sympathy    2 Kings 5:3

She was the means of Salvation   2 Kings 5:15

JS. FS.

284 Naaman’s Mistakes

There are two Naamans in the Bible—First in Gen. 46:21—an Israelite, son of Benjamin: only one verse given to him. The other in 2 Kings 5; Luke 4:27—a Gentile, a Syrian and a leper. A chapter in the Old Testament and a verse in the New Testament are given to him.

Naaman the leper—

  1 Engaged the Wrong. Person for the job he wanted done   2 Kings 5:6

REASON—he did not pay attention to the message   2 Kings 5:3

  2 Expected the Wrong. Procedure to be carried out   2 Kings 5:10

REASON—he came with his own preconceived ideas—‘I thought’  2 Kings 5:11

  3 Entertained a Wrong. Prejudice about the plan of cleansing  2 Kings 5:12

REASON—Natural and national prejudices influenced him

  4 Estimated the Wrong. Price for his cleansing   2 Kings 5:5,15,16

    REASON—he did not know the ‘gift of God’ (10 Talents of silver, 6000 pieces of gold—about equal to ￡16,000，but not enough to pay for his cleansing).

285 Elisha’s Prescription   2 Kings 5:10

  1 ‘Go’     Responsibility

  2 ‘Wash’   Applicability

  3 ‘In Jordan’  Locality

  4 ‘Seven times’   Extremity

  5 ‘And thou’   Individuality

  6 ‘Shalt be’    Certainty

  7 ‘Clean’     Recovery

JS. FS.

286 Five Steps Down

Naaman—

  1 Listened to a foreign, captive slave-girl   2 Kings 5:4

  2 Asked a favour of a defeated foe       2 Kings 5:6

  3 Waited outside a prophet’s humble house  2 Kings 5:9

  4 Divested himself of all his insignia of office   2 Kings 5:13

  5 Went down into Jordan and dipped seven times   2 Kings 5: 14

287 Two Remarkable Men

NAAMAN THE SYRIAN

‘I thought’    2 Kings 5:11

‘I know’      2 Kings 5:15

THE APOSTLE PAUL

‘I thought’    Acts 26:9

‘I know’      2 Tim. 1:12

D.W-E-.

288 A Story of Five Chapters   2 Kings 6:1-7

  Picture of the community life of the people of God

1 Enlargement—‘the place—is too strait for us’  vs.1,2

2 Encouragement—‘Go ye’ and ‘I will go’   v. 3

3 Employment—Felling gown and building up   v. 4

4 Embarrassment—‘Alas, master, for it was borrowed’   v. 5

5 Empowerment—‘he put out his hand and took it’   v. 7

289 Enlargement   2 Kings 6:2

The believer needs—

  1 AN ENLARGED HEART—for Increased Capacity to Pespond ot Christ’s Claims  Ps. 119:32; 2 Cor.6:13

  2 AN ENLARGED MOUTH—for Increased Capacity to Receive God’s Blessings   Ps. 81:10

  3 AN ENLARGED DWELLING—for Increased Capacity to Rejoice in the Lord   Isa.54:2,3

  4 AN ENLARGED COAST—for Increased Capacity to Refresh God’s saints   1 Chron.4:10

290 Prayers for the Blind

  1 Elisha’s for his servant—‘Lord I pray Thee, open his eyes   2 Kings 6:17

Paul’s Prayer for the saints   2 Kings 6:17; Eph. 1:18

  2 Elisha’s for his enemies—‘Lord, open the eyes of these men’   2 Kings 6:20

Paul’s Preaching to sinners   2 Kings 6:20; Acts 26:18

291 The Four Leprous Men

Consultation    2 Kings 7:3

Consideration   2 Kings 7:4

Decision       2 Kings 7: 5

Salvation      2 Kings 7: 8

Proclamation   2 Kings 7: 9

H.K.D.

292 ‘We Do Not Well’   2 Kings 7:3-9

  1 A Remarkable Intervention. The Lord had made the hosts of the Syrians to hear a noise  vs. 5,6

  2 A Reprehensible Inactivity. We do not well: we hold our peace  v. 9

  3 A Regrettable Indifference. If we tarry—some mischief will come to us v. 9

  4 A Resolute Intention. Come—that we may go and tell  v. 9

293 A Day of Good Tidings   2 Kings 7

  1 Source of the Good Tidings—God’s Throne in Heaven the Word of the Lord  2 Kings 7:1

  2 Course of the Good Tidings—Its Centre—the enemy’s camp, outside the city wall, where the enemy was scattered by God without human aid, and where there was abundant provision for all   2 Kings 7:8-15

  3 Force of the Good Tidings—in the Transformation it brought about. In the Transmission it stimulated. The tidings was CENTRIPETAL—pointing to the centre outside the camp. It was CENTRIFUGAL—proceeding from the centre outside the camp.

294 Reception of the Good Tidings

As with the Gospel, the Good news, of Christ—

  1 Some received it courteously  2 Kings 7:11; Luke 2:15

  2 Some received it coldly—e.g. the king  2 Kings 7:12; John 5:40

  3 Some received it cautiously   2 Kings 7:13. Acts 17:32

  4 Some received it contemptuously—e.g. the lord on whose had the King leaned  2 Kings 7:19; Acts 17:32

295 Fate of the Scoffer   2 Kings 7:17-20

  1 He rejected the Word of the Lord   v. 19

  2 He perished in the midst of plenty   v. 19

  3 He saw others enjoying the blessing he missed   vs. 19,20

296 A Great Revival   2 Kings 18:3-7

PERSONAL CONDITIONS

  1 Hezekiah did right in the sight of the Lord   2 Kings 18:3

  2 He removed the images   2 Kings 18:4

  3 He trusted in the Lord    2 Kings 18:5

  4 He clave to the Lord     2 Kings 18:6

  5 He followed the Lord    2 Kings 18:6

  6 He kept His commandments   2 Kings 18:6

RESULT

1 The Lord was with him   2 Kings 18:7

2 The Lord prospered him   2 Kings 18:7

NATIONAL CONDITIONS

Temple doors were opened and repaired   2 Chron.29:3

A covenant was made with the Lord  2 Chron.29:10

The priests and Levites were sanctified   2 Chron.29:15

The Temple was sanctified   2 Chron.29:15

The Temple was cleansed   2 Chron.29:15

The sacrifice was offered    2 Chron.29:22

RESULT

Hezekiah rejoiced   2 Chron.29:36

There was great joy in Jerusalem   2 Chron.30:26

J.G.

297 A Picture of Grace   2 Kings 25

  1 Emancipation—Out of prison   v. 27

  2 Consolation—Spake kindly to him  v. 28

  3 Exaltation—Set his throne, etc.   v. 28

  4 Transformation—Changed his prison garments   v. 28

  5 Acceptation—Did eat bread continually before him   v. 29

  6 Preservation—A continual allowance every day, all the days of his life v. 30

D.W.

1 CHRONICLES

298 With the King    1 Chron.4:23

  1 Conversion—with the king

  2 Communion—they dwelt

  3 Consecration—for his work

  4 Continuation—there 

HYP.

299 Judah Prevailed   1 Chron.5:2

  See Gen. 49:8-12; Deut. 33:7; Rev. 5:5-8. Judah’s Standard was a Lion: Judah’s greatest Son is ‘ the Lion of the tribe of Judah’ (Rev. 5:5) Judah prevailed in—

WISDOM in construction—Bezaleel Exod.31:2,3

WORSHIP Judah first to go up to war  Judges 1:2

WARFARE Judah first to go up to war   Judges 1:2

WAITING upon God—Prayer of Jabez answered   1 Chron.4:9,10

WIELDING the Sceptre   Gen. 49:8-10

300 Very Able Men for the Work    1 Chron.9:13

God’s Workmen must be—

  1 Competent   1 Chron.9:13; 12:33

  2 Whole-hearted   Neh.4:6; 6:3

  3 Valorous   2 Chron.32:7,8

  4 Diligent    Ezra. 7:23; Neh.4:21

  5 Vigilant    Neh.4:11,18

  6 Undaunted  Neh.4:11-14

  7 Dependent on God for results   Neh.4:20

  8 God-honouring  Neh.5:9; 6:15

E.A.H.

301 Men With Whom the Holy Spirit Clothed Himself   1 Chron.12:18

  1 With Gideon—for Warfare—Gideon’s Hands   Judges 6:34

Resulting in three outstanding achievements. Threshing wheat, showing his Zeal   Judges 6:11.  Building an Altar, showing his faith  Judges 6:24. Hewing down a grove, showing his courage  Judges 6:28

  2 With Amasai—for Wisdom—Amasai’s Mind   1 Chron.12:18

‘Thine are we, David, and on thy side. The Spirit gives ‘the word of wisdom’   1 Cor.12:8

  3 With Zechariah—for Witness—Zechariah’s Lips   2 Chron.24:20

For this he was made a martyr (Greek word for a ‘witness’)

302 Issachar, the tribe that Improved  1 Chron.12:32

First, The Weary Drudge—Slaves     Gen. 49:14,15

  Compared to the Ass in love of ease and submission to bondage.

Three Centuries later, the Treasure Finder—Seekers.   Deut. 33:18,19

Looking for treasures in the sea and on the shore.

After one and a half Centuries, the Warrior Tribe—Soldiers  Judges 5:15

Out of Issachar came Tola, a Judge of Israel   Judges 10:1

After two more Centuries, Men of Understanding—Statesmen   1 Chron.12:32

They knew what the nation ought to do.

303 David’s Mighty Men   1 Chron.12:8-33

They had Seven characteristics: they were—

  1 Attracted by David—for his Comeliness   1 Sam. 16:12,13

  2 Separated unto David—in the Cave   1 Chron.12:8

  3 Loyal servants of David—in the Camp   1 Chron.12:23

‘ to turn the kingdom of Saul to him’

  4 Wholly devoted to David—in the Court   1 Chron.12:33

Not men of double heart.

These were moral traits. There were also three characteristics in their Service—

  5 United in service—they could keep rank   1 Chron.12:33

  6 Expert in service—they could use both hands   1 Chron.12:2

  7 Intelligent in service—they had understanding   1 Chron.12:32

W.B.

304 A Challenge to Full Consecration

‘Who then is willing to consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?  1 Chron.29:5

  1 THE EXAMPLE OF THE CHALLENGER

David said,   1 Chron.29:1-5

  ‘I have prepared with all my might’

  ‘I have provided according to my means’

  ‘I have planned with a willing mind’

 2 THE EFFECT OF THE CHALLENGE   1 Chron.29:6-9

    The people offered with full hands, with willing minds, and rejoiced with perfect hearts.

3 THE EXTENT OF THE CLAIM   1 Chron.29:5

‘Who’—           The consecration must be Personal

‘Is willing’—        it must also be Voluntary

‘To fill his hands’—  it must also be Complete

‘This day’—        it must be Immediate

‘Unto the Lord’—   it must also be Devoted

2 CHRONICLES

305 Reformation, but by Compulsion—King Asa

  1 A Sick Nation—Godless, ignorant and lawless   2 Chron.15:3

  2 A Skilled Physician—Asa, whose name means ‘Physician’ Personal righteousness: he was healthy himself   2 Chron.14:2

Unremitting zeal in attacking disease   2 Chron.14:3

Wise foresight: Prevention better than cure   Chron.14:6

Complete reliance on God to effect a cure   2 Chron.14:11

  3 A Sensible Treatment—it was Purgative  2 Chron.15:8

                         it was Resuscitative   2 Chron.15:8

                         it was Cumulative   2 Chron.15:9-10

                         it was Operative    2 Chron.15:12-14

  4 A Sad Relapse—through the Unequal yoke   2 Chron.16:3

                   through Reliance on man   2 Chron.16:9

                   through Oppression and coercion  2 Chron.16:12

  before long the Disease was again epidemic.

306 Reformation Without Separation—King Jehoshaphat

Revival began in the Heart and Life of the king. Three Stages of National Revival—

  1 Appointment of Teachers. Faithful ministers, Princes, Priests, Levites  2 Chron.17:7-9

  2 Appointment of Judges. Impartial men to deal with problems  2 Chron.19:5

  3 Appointment of Singers to praise the Lord for His goodness  2 Chron.20:21

307 Reformation that Lacked Devotion—King Joash

  1 Coronation of the Lord’s Anointed. ‘God save the king’. The usurper wasdislodged.     2 Chron.23:11

  2 Covenant of the Lord’s people with their God   2 Chron.23:16

  3 Consecration of the Lord’s priests to offer burnt-offerings  2 Chron.23:18,19

  4 Collection for the Lord’s House in a chest at the gate   2 Chron.24:8-14

  The revival lasted until the death of the faithful priest, Jehoiada. Soon after, the king and the people displayed ‘an evil’ heart of unbelief in departing from the living God’  Heb.3:12

308 A Great King who Transgressed  2 Chron.26; Isa.6:1

King Uzziah was—

  a Great Builder   vs.2,10

  a Great Warrior   vs.6,7,11-13

  a Great Farmer   v.10

  a Great Engineer  vs.14,15

  a Great Ruler for over half a century  vs.3,4

But he trespassed by usurping the priestly office and died a leper, Unclean 2 Chron.26:17-21.

  His sins were Sins of Presumption, Pride, and Persistence in wrong-doing.

  In the year of his death God appointed a great prophet who confessed himself ‘Unclean!’ but was cleansed by Jehovah for His service Isa.6.

309 The Proud and the Lowly  2 Chron.26

  1 The Lord hath respect unto the lowly   Ps.138:6

Uzziah did what was right in the sight of the Lord  v.4

He sought God   v. 5

God helped him   v. 7

As long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper  v. 5

‘BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT TRUSTETH IN THE LORD’  Jer.17:7,8
  2 The proud He knoweth afar off   Ps.138:6

But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up  v. 16

He transgressed against the Lord   v. 16

He became presumptuous  vs. 16-18

The Lord smote him   vs.19,20

And he was cast out from His presence   v. 20

‘CURSED IS THE MAN—WHOSE HEART DEPARTETH FROM THE LORD’ Jer.17:5,6
E.A.H.

310 Three Commands to Three Companies—King Hezekiah

  Hezekiah was the son of a very wicked father and the father of a very wicked son, but he did right in the sight of the Lord and was used in the reviving of God’s people.

COMMANDS—

  1 To the Worshippers—‘Be not negligent’, a Right Relationship with God  2 Chron.29:5,11

    Preparation in the Sanctification of Priests and Levites 2 Chron.29:15-19

    Sacrifice of the Sin-offering  2 Chron.29:20,21

    Song of the Lord at the Burnt-offering  2 Chron.29:27-30

    Service of the consecrated priests   2 Chron.29:31,32

  2 To the Workers—‘Be ye not stiffnecked’, a Real Return to God  2 Chron.30:8. 

in the Observance of the Lord’s Passover Chapter 30. 

and the Offering of the Lord’s Portion Chapter 31.

  3 To the Warriors—‘Be strong and courageous’, a Resolute Reliance on God  2 Chron.32:7

311 Good King Josiah

  1 Began to Reign at the age of 8—Tender years and Early Responsibilities  2 Chron.34:1

  2 Began to Seek after the God of David at the age of 16—Tender Conscience and Early Righteousness   2 Chron.34:3,19

  3 Regan to Purge Judah and Jerusalem at the age of 20—Tender Heart and Early Reformation  2 Chron.34:3,27

For these reasons he Fulfilled the Divine Purpose in prophecy  1 Kings 13:2

  Frustrated the Devil’s Plan by cleansing his heart, the temple, the city and the land  2 Chron.34,4,7,9

  Followed Divine Principles contained in the Scriptures.

312 The Book of the Law of the Lord 

  1 The Book Preserved—written first at Jehovah’s command   Exod.24:4,8

kept before the priests and Levites   Deut.17:18

entrusted to Joshua as they entered the land   Joshua 1:8

used by David in his charge to Solomon   1 Kings 2:3,4

the basis of teaching in Jehoshaphat’s reign  2 Chron.17:9

found by Hilkiah the priest and given to Josiah  2 Chron.34:14

  2 The Book Found—but covered with rubbish in the House of God  2 Chron.34:15

  3 The Book Read—by Shaphan to the king   2 Chron.34:18

  4 The Book Expounded—by the king to the people   2 Chron.34:30

  5 The Book Obeyed—in three spheres—regulating

Their Condition of heart   2 Chron.34:27

The Cleansing of their lives   2 Chron.34:33

Their Ceremonial observances   2 Chron.35:6

EZRA

313 Division of the Book of Ezra

  Chapters 1,2 Registration of the Returned Exiles.

  Chapters 3,4 Reconstruction of the Altar and Temple

  Chapters 5  Interruption of the work

  Chapters 6  Dedication of the rebuilt temple

  Chapters 7  Proclamation of King Artaxerxes

  Chapters 8  Liberation of the Jews

  Chapters 9 Intercession of Ezra the priest

  Chapters 10  Reformation of the people

314 Ezra the Prepared Priest  Ezra 7:1-5

Ezra was—

a Servant and a Master

a Student and an Administrator of the Law

a Supreme authority, and yet a Subordinate

He became—

  1 An Interceding Priest who had a Pedigree  Ezra.7:1-5; 9

  2 An Instructed Scribe who knew the Law   Ezra.7:10, 11; Matt.13:52

  3 An Inspiring Preacher who taught the Law  Ezra.8:2-5

For ‘Ezra prepared his heart’ Ezra 7:10

  to seek the law of the Lord: he searched the Scriptures

  to do it: he regulated his life by the Scriptures, and to teach its statutes and judgments: He taught the Scriptures to the people.
315 Three Great Prayer Chapters   Ezra 9

  In 457 B.C. Ezra thanked God for ‘ a little reviving’ and confessed his own and his people’s failure.

Neh.9

  In 445 B.C. Nehemiah thanked God for His care for Israel in the past and pleaded for help in their present distress.

Dan.9

  In 538 B.C. Daniel had confessed his own and his people’s sins and pleaded with God to shine upon His sanctuary v.17.

316 Revival and the House of God  Ezra 9:8,9

  ‘Judgment must begin at the house of God’, wrote Peter (1 Pet.4:17): so must Revival. Setting up the House of God had to do with—

  1 The Building of the House of God  Ezra. 5:1,2

Commenced—Ezra 5:2

Continued—Ezra 6:14

Completed—Ezra 6:15

  2 The Beautifying of the House of God  Ezra 7;27,28

  3 The Business of the House of God  Neh.11:15,16,22; 12:44,45

carried on by

  Overseers—Willing Helpers

  Singers—Consecrated Helpers

  Treasurers—Faithful Helpers

  Doorkeepers—Tactful Helpers

317 The Qualities of a Leader, Nehemiah

  1 The Earnestness of his Devotion  Neh.1:4,5

He prayed to his God and petitioned his king

  2 His Enthusiasm for the Work of God  Neh.1:4; 2:10,19,20

Commissioned by the king 2:6

Chided by the enemy 2:19

Constrained by his God 2:20

  3 His Enterprise in every direction  Neh.1:5-11; 2:4,5,12; 4:13-18

Examining the city’s environs while others slept

Enrolling all willing Jews in the work

Equipping his workers for defence against their enemies

Examining grievances and investigating claims

  4 His Energy in the right direction  Neh.2:20; 4:6

  5 His Endurance in spite of opposition and difficulties   Neh.4:21-23; 6:6

318 The Work Comprised—Gates  Nehemiah Chs.1-13

The Word comprised—the Construction of Walls and Gates   Chapters 1 to 7

                   the Consecration of the people. and    Chapters 8 to 10

                   the Consolidation of achievements    Chapters 11 to 13

building Walls—for Separation unto the Lord Repairing Gates—for Communion with the Lord

The Work was—

  1 A Good Work—Good in Origin, Objective and Operation   Neh.2:18

  2 A Great Work—Extensive in character and compass   Neh.4:19

  3 A Grand Work—having Priority over everything else   Neh.6:3

  4 God’s Work—for God was its Director and Dynamic   Neh.3:5; 6:16

319 The Gates of Jerusalem   Neh.3

Gates—the place of Coming and going—for Travellers. Of Buying and selling—for Merchants. Of Pleading and judging—for Judges and elders. Of Reading the law—for Preachers.

  1 The Sheep Gate—no the North wall—Sacrifice  Neh.3:1; John 1:29

(Sheep led in to be offered on the altar)

  2 The Fish Gate—on the North side—Evangelistic service  Neh.3:3; Mark 1:17

(Fishermen went in and out with their catch)

  3 The Old Gate—Probably the Damascus Gate—Age-long Truths  Neh.3:6; Jer.6:16

  4 The Valley Gate—on the West—Humility  Neh.3:13; Phil.2:5

  5 The Dung Gate—on the Western wall-Persecution  Neh.3:14; 1 Cor.4:13

(Filth was carried through this to the Valley of Hinnom)

  6 The Gate of the Fountain—on the South-East—The Spirit’s Fulness  Neh.3:15; John 7:37-39

(Near the Pool of Siloah from which water was drawn for the temple)

  7 The Water Gate—on the Eastern wall—Cleansing by the Word.  Neh.3:26; 8:1; Eph.5:26,27

    (Where the people heard God’s Word)

  8 The Horse Gate—overlooking the Kedron Valley—Warfare   Neh.3:28; 1 Tim.6:12; Job 39:19,25

(Through which horses passed on the way to battle)

  9 The East Gate—East of the Temple—Hope of Christ’s Coming  Neh.3:29; Rev.22:16

  10 The Gate Miphkad—Appointment or Review—Judgment Seat of Christ  Neh.3:31; 2 Cor.5:10

320 God’s Workmen  Neh.3

  The Workers were not profession men, nor were they employed in a ‘closed shop’. Who were they?

  A THE WORKERS

1 The Priests—very appropriately at the Sheep Gate, place of sacrifice 3:1

2 The Goldsmiths—successors of the artificers in gold for the temple  3:8,32

3 The Apothecaries—medicine-makers, entrusted with the preparation of incense for the temple offering 3:8

4 The Rulers and their Daughters—elders who ruled well and their households  3:9,12,14,15,16

5 The Levites—specially appointed for sanctuary service  3:17

6 The Nethinims—God’s house, but there was skilled work for them to do 3:26

7 The Merchants—business men who had the Lord’s work at heart  3:32

  B THE SHIRKERS

Their nobles put not their necks to the work of the Lord  3:5

  C THE JERKERS

Worked for a time but became discouraged because of the enemy  4:10

321 Principles of Service  Neh.2:18-20; 4:17-18

  1 Principle of Selection—Excludes all who have no portion, right or memorial in God’s city  Neh.2:20

  2 Principle of Specialization—every man to his work  Neh.4:15

  3 Principle of Priority—Home claims come first   Neh.3:10,23,28,30

  4 Principle of Thoroughness—Earnestly and thoroughly repairing damage  Neh.3:20

  5 Principle of Dependence—on God’s power  Neh.4:9; 6:9

322 An Old Time Revival  Neh.4:2

  1 HINDRANCES TO REVIVAL—

(1) Opposition from the world  vs.1-8

(2) Much rubbish to be removed  v.10

2 ESSENTIALS TO REVIVAL—

(1) We made our Prayer unto God  v.9

(2) The people had a mind to Work  v.6

(3) We set a Watch   v.9

323 Enemies of God’s Work and Their Tactics  Cp. Enemies of the cross of Christ  Phil.3:18,19

THE ENEMIES—

  1 Sanballat the Antagonist—Public Enemy No  Neh.2:10

He belonged to Horon-aim and was therefore a Moabite  Neh.13:28

  2 Tobiah the Sarcastic—a freed slave, an upstart  Neh.2:10; 4:3

He was an Ammonite  Nen.13:1

  3 Geshem the Gossip—an Arabian   Neh.2:19; 6:6

  4 Noadiah the Alarmist—Prophetess with Hebrew name—prostituted her gift to the enemy’s cause  Neh.6:14

  5 Shemaiah the Catspaw—took bribes   Neh.6:10,12

THEIR TACTICS—

  1 Chagrin—it grieved them   Neh.2:10

  2 Scorn—they poured ridicule on the workers   Neh.2:19; 4:3

  3 Anger—they were wroth and took great indignation  Neh.4:1

  4 Conspiracy—conspired all of them together   Neh.4:8

  5 Cunning—‘Come, let us meet together’  Neh.6:2-5

Nehemiah—Esther 

324 A Mind to Work

Nehemiah’s heroic band recognized—

  1 THE DIGNTY OF THE WORK   Neh.3:5; 6:16

  2 THE VARIETY OF THE WORK  Neh.4:17,18

There were Builders, Burden-bearers, Buglers and others.

  3 THE IMMENSITY OF THE WORK   Neh.4:19,20

Separated on the wall, one far from the other. Therefore they had to have a trysting place to which they could resort. We have such a place—‘Though sundered far, by faith we meet Around one common Mercy-seat’  Heb.4:16

The work was completed quickly because there was—Inspiration, with ‘Remember the Lord’ as their Watchword   Neh.4:14

Aspiration, the earnest desire to finish and do it well   Neh.4:15

Perspiration, for ‘they laboured in the work from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared’  Neh.4:21-23

325 Go Your Way

  1 Sharing your Blessings—Eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions unto those for whom nothing is prepared    Neh.8:10

  CONTEXT—From the worship of God (Neh.8:6) and the ministry of God’s word (Neh.8:8,9)

  2 Showing your Purity of lift—Let your garments be always white and let your head lack no ointment    Eccl.9:7,8

CONTEXT—Into a world where all is vanity and vexation of spirit.

  3 Serving your Lord—in view of the end time, and the Judgment Seat of Christ    Dan.12:13

326 Ready   Neh.9:17

WHAT GOD IS READY TO DO

Ready to Pardon               Neh.9:17

Ready to be offered            2 Tim.4:6

Ready to be bound             Acts 21:13

Ready to preach the gospel     Rom.1:15

J.A.

WHAT PAUL WAS READY TO DO

Ready to die                Acts.21:13

Ready to be offered         2 Tim.4:6

Ready to be bound          Acts 21:13

Ready to preach the gospel   Rom.1:15

J.A.

327 A Contrast oft repeated today   Neh.9:25-26

RESEIVING GOD’S GIFTS    Neh.9:25

  1 They took

  2 They possessed

  3 They did eat

  4 They were filled

  5 They became fat

  6 They delighted themselves

REJECTING GOD THE GIVER   Neh.9:26

  1 They were disobedient

  2 They rebelled

  3 They cast Thy law behind their backs

  4 They slew Thy prophets

  5 They wrought provocations    

                               H.P.J

ESTHER

328  Divine Providence in Esther

Observe that—In the book. God’s Name is not mentioned. God’s Himself is veiled. but God’s Actions are manifest.

THREE LARGE SECTIONS—

  1 Great Danger—Infernal Plot developing   Chs.1-4

Two Women—Vashti and Esther—prominent in    Chs.1,2

Two Men—Haman and Mordecai—prominent in   Chs.3,4

  2 Great Deliverance—Infernal Plot thwarted    Chs.5-10

by Eshter’s Intercession in    Ch.5

   Mordecai’s Exaltation in   Ch.6

   Haman’s Downfall in      Ch.7

  3 Great Delight—at the Deliverance of the Jews and the Greatness of Mordecai  Chs.8-10

329 Four Banquets in Esther

  1 The Banquet of Deposition when Vashti was deposed   Esther 1:3

  2 The Banquet of Coronation when Esther was crowned   Esther 2:18

  3 The Banquet of Petition when Esther was a suppliant    Esther 5:4-8

  4 The Banquet of Commemoration when Deliverance was celebrated    Esther 9:17

T.B.

330 Such a Time as This   Esther 4:14

  1 For such a time as this—A TIME OF EXTREME URGENCY, because a decree had gone forth bringing to Esther’s people Danger, Death, Destruction.

  2 To the Kingdom—A PLACE OF EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY because of Esther’s Preparation to enter the king’s presence. Esther’s Preferment by the king. Esther’s Position as Q
ueen of the realm.

  3 Thou art come—A SENSE OF EXCLUSIVE RESPONSIBILITY because she was one of the condemned people and she alone could plead for them. ‘Who knoweth?’ asks a question. But Esther realized there was no question about it.

331 How to Approach the Throne   Esther 5:1-4

  1 Esther—Arrayed in Royal Robes   Esther 5:1

    The Believer—Covered with the robe of righteousness   Isa.61:10

  2 Esther—Standing in full view of the One on the throne   Esther 5:2

The Believer—‘All things—opened to the eyes of Him’   Heb.4:13

  3 Esther—Expecting the king’s favour    Esther 5:2

The Believer—‘Access into grace wherein we stand’    Rom.5:2

  4 Esther—Waiting for the royal scepter to be extended   Esther 5:2

The Believer—All the authority of Heaven at his disposal   Matt.28:18,20

  5 Esther—Ready to touch the golden scepter   Esther 5:2

The Believer—Claiming the exercise of power on his behalf  Eph.3:14-16

  6 Esther—Listening for the king’s voice   Esther 5:3

The Believer—‘If any hear my voice’—communion  Reb.3:20

  7 Esther—Relying on the king’s promise   Esther 5:3,4

The Believer—obtaining mercy and grace for seasonable help  Heb.4:16

332 The Two Posts

‘The posts went out’   Esther 3:15; 8:14

FIRST POST with—

  A MESSAGE OF DEATH—to destroy, to kill, to cause to perish  Esther 3:13

  It brought mourning, fasting, weeping and wailing   Esther 4:3

Three Reasons for that Message—

  1 The people were scattered because of sin   Deut.4:26,27

  2 They were transgressing the king’s laws   James 2:10

3 They were unprofitable to the kingdom (on a level with Spivs and Parasites)  Rom.3:12

SECOND POST with—A MESSAGE OF LIFE—bringing light, gladness, joy and honour    Esther 8:16

Because—

  1 A competent Mediator had been found—Esther    Esther5:1-4; Heb.8:6

  2 A powerful enemy had been defeated—Haman    Esther5:14; 7:10; Heb.2:14-15

  3 A despised Man had been exalted—Mordecai   Esther6:6-11; Acts 2:36

The Two Messages in one verse—Rom.6:23. ‘The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord’.

JOB

333 The Book of Job

  Alfred, Lord Tennyson called it ‘the greatest poem of ancient modern times’. Thomas Carlyle called it ‘a noble book, all men’s book’. Martin Luther described it as ‘magnificent as no other book in Scripture’.

4 SECTIONS--   Chs.1,2    Historical  —Job’s Calamities

                Chs.3-31   Philosophical  —Job’s Comforters

                    Chs.32-37  Evangelical  —Job’s Condition

                    Chs.38-42  Experiential  —Job’s Conversion

334 Four Great Mistakes in Job

  1 Satan’s—in thinking that Job served God for what he could get   Job 1:9,10

  2 Job’s Wife’s—in thinking that, with the loss of the visible and human, all was lost   Job 2:9,10

  3 Job’s Friends’—in thinking that Job’s suffering was the outcome of sin  Job 22:5

  4 Job’s—in thinking that God was unkind     Job 27:2

Dr. W. Graham Scroggie

335 God’s Servant Job

God speaks of Job as ‘My servant Job’ before his affliction began and after his affliction ended  Job 1:8; Job 42:8

Job’s Experiences—

  1 Hedged about by God   Job 1:10

  2 Handed over to Satan   Job 1:12

  3 Harassed by adversity   Job 1:13-20

  4 Harnessed to grief      Job 2:7,8

  5 Humiliated before his friends   Job 2:8,12-13

336 Job’s Three Friends  Job 2:11; 16:24

He calls them ‘miserable comforters’. THREE CYCLES OF SPEECHES—

  Cycle 1  Chs.4-14  Job’s friends are Harsh—

   Eliphaz is Dogmatic  Bildad is Discourteous Zophar is Didactic

  Cycle 2  Chs.15:21  Job’s friends are Suspicious—

Eliphaz is Critical  Bildad is Cruel  Zophar is Caustic

  Cycle 3  Chs.22-26  Job’s friends are Abusive—

Observe the Sophistry of Eliphaz  The Sagacity of Bildad  The Silence of Zophar

Job’s closing discourse occupies five chapters—Job 27-31.

Chapter 28 is a famous chapter, its theme being—‘Where shall wisdom be found?(v.12).

Verse 28 is a famous verse—‘The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom’.

Chapter 29 is the middle chapter in the Old Testament.

337 The Hypocrite

  1 The Hypocrite’s Hope—shall perish  Job 8:13

  2 The Hypocrite’s Habitation—shall be desolate  Job 15:34

  3 The Hypocrite’s Happiness—is but for a moment  Job 20:5

  4 The Hypocrite’s Hell—is for ever  Job 27:8; Isa.33:14

J.M.H.

338 Man Dies and Where is He?  Job 14:10

  The Agnostic’s answer—I don’t know, neither do I care.

  The Evolutionist’s answer—He goes to dust and ashes.

  The Spiritist’s answer—His spirit exists in a world of spirits.

  The Transmigrationist’s answer—His soul goes to be incarnate in another form.

  The Christian says—‘Absent from the body, present with the Lord’ 2 Cor.5:8

  The Christian’s assurance is based on—

1 The Revelation of God in the Bible

2 The Distinctiveness of man

3 The Teaching of Christ, ‘a Teacher come from God’s  John 3:1

4 The Fear of death that is natural to man  Heb.2:14,15

339 My Redeemer   Job 19:25-27

With assurance Job speaks of his ‘Kinsman-Redeemer’ and expresses five great truths.

1 KNOW—

  A Redeemer REDEMPTION   Eph.1:7

  My Redeemer RELATIONSHIP   Ps.23:1; Luke 1:47

  Liveth RESURRECTION  Heb.2:14,15; Rom.1:4

  He shall stand RETURN   Zech.14:4

  I shall see God REVELATION  Rev.1:7

340 Acquaintance with God  Job 22:21,22

  1 What to do—‘Acquaint—with Him’ Possible Acquaintance  James 4:8

  2 When to do it—now Present Acquaintance  2 Cor.6:2

  3 Who should do it—thyself Personal Acquaintance  John 3:18

  4 How to do it—be at peace Peaceful Acquaintance  2 Cor.5:20

  5 Why to do it—good shall come unto thee Profitable Acquaintance  Rom.5:10,11

H.K.D. and A.N.

341 The Fear of the Lord  Job 28:28

  1 Is Wisdom   Job 28:28

  2 Is to hate evil   Prov.8:13

  3 Is strong confidence   Prov.14:26

  4 Is a fountain of life   Prov.14:27

  5 Is true riches, honour and life  Prov.22:4

  6 Is quick understanding  Isa.11:3

342 A Man with a Message from God  Job 32:20

Elihu—He is my God—

  1 was Younger than Job’s three friends   Job 32:6

  2 was Born again by the Spirit of God    Job 33:4

  3 was Attentive to the words of the elders   Job 32:11

  4 was Impartial in his attitude to Job   Job32:21

  5 was Commissioned by God to speak  Job 33:6

  6 was Constrained by the Spirit to speak  Job 32:18

  7 was Forthright in all that he said   Job 33:8

His Argument was—God is greater than man: why resist Him?   Job 33:12

             God deals with man for his good: why criticize Him?  Job 33:14

             God wants to deliver man: why not come to Him?  Job 33:24

343 God and Man   Job.33:14-30

  1 God’s Dealings with man—are sometimes Phenomenal but always Purposive and always Providential   v. 15,17,18

  2 God’s Feelings toward man—‘He is gracious unto him’ in sending a messenger, and providing a ransom  vs.23,24

  3 God’s Healings of men—in enlightening them with the light of the living v.30

344 A Great Ransom  Job 33:24

  1 No Ransom can be found among men, for ‘all have sinned’  Ps.49:6-9

  2 A Ransom has been found by God for men   Job.33:24

That ransom is a Messenger   Mal.3:1

An Interpreter of God to men   Song of Songs 5:10

  3 The Son of Man gave Himself a Ransom for many, as Substitute Mark 10:45

  4 The Man Christ Jesus gave Himself a ransom, available for all  1 Tim.2:5,6

  5 No ransom, however great, is available after death  Job 36:18

345 Blessings for the Penitent  Job 33:23-25

  1 Redemption—for a ransom has been found  v.24

  2 Regeneration—for his flesh shall be fresher than a child’s  v.25

  3 Rejuvenation—for the shall return to the days of his youth  v.26

  4 Relationship—for he shall pray to God  v.26

  5 Reconciliation—for he shall see His face with joy  v.26

346  Gates 

  1 The Gates of Death— Fools because of their transgression draw near  Job 38:17; Ps.107:18

God lifted David up out of them  Ps.9:13

The Son of Man, the Conqueror, came out of them  Heb.2:14,15

  2 The Gates of Heaven—Christ passed through them into Heaven  Heb.9:24

The Christian goes through into his Father’s house   John 14:3

  3 The Gates of Hell—Opened to admit those who die unrepentant  Luke 16:22,23

Cannot prevail against Christ and His Church   Matt.16:18

  4 The Gate of Righteousness—may be entered by faith, as Abraham and David entered them  Ps.118:19,20

PSALMS

347 The Psalms and their Authorship

There are five Books of Psalms, corresponding in theme to the five Books of Moses

  Book 1 Psalms 1-41  to Genesis

  Book 2 Psalms 42-72  to Exodus

  Book 3 Psalms 73-89  to Leviticus

  Book 4 Psalms 90-106  to Numbers

  Book 5 Psalms 107-150  to Deuteronomy

Many Psalms are 

  MESSIANIC  e.g. Pss.8,16,22,24,40,45,68,69,110,118

  PENITENTIAL  e.g. Pss.6,32,38,51,102,130,143

  PAEANS OF PRAISE e.g. Pss.106,111,112,113,117,135,146-150

  DIDATIC e.g. Pss.1,5,7,15,50,73,94,101

  PILGRIMS’ SONGS Pss.120 to 134, called Songs of Degrees of Ascents

  SUPPLICATORY e.g. Pss.17,86,90,102,142

  DEVOTIONAL e.g. Pss.3,16,54,61,85,122,144

  ALPHABETICAL e.g.Pss.9,10,25,34,27,111,112,119,145,73 Psalms are ascribed to David, 12 to Asaph 10 to the sons of Korah, 2 to Solomon, 1 to Moses, 1 to Ethan, and 1 to Heman.

348 The Godly Man  Psalm 1

  1 His Purity—he ‘walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly’  v.1

  2 His Progress—Three Negatives and Two Positives v.1,2

  3 His Piety—Delights in, and meditates on, God’s Law  v.2

  4 His Position—‘Planted by the rivers of water’   v.3

  5 His Prosperity—Whatever he does prospers  v.3

Contrast the Ungodly—Like the chaff: Three Negatives—not so, not able to stand in the judgment, not in the congregation of the righteous.

349 Seats  Psalm 1:1

  1 The Seat of God   Job 23:3; Ezek.28:2

  2 The Seat of the Scornful  Ps.1:1

  3 The Seat of the Image of Jealousy  Ezek.8:3

  4 The Seat of Violence   Amos 6:3

  5 The Seat of Moses   Matt.23:2

  6 The Seat of Satan   Rev.2:13

  7 The Seat of the Beast  Rev.16:10

  1 The Seat of God is His throne in the heavens, on which He sits governing the nations   Isa.40:22

  2 The Seat of the Scornful is occupied by the ‘despisers, who wonder, and perish’   Acts 13:41

  3 The Seat of the Image of Jealousy answers to the ‘Man of sin sitting in the Temple of God’ 2 Thess.2:3,4

  4 The Seat of Violence is at present occupied by heartless men, in the oppression of the poor James 5:4

  5 The Seat of Moses, for the administration of law

  6 The chief place of wickedness in any town can safely be called Satan’s Seat.

  7 The Seat of the Beast is his temporary headquarters during his brief reign on earth.  

T.B.

350 A Cosmic Crisis  Psalm 2

God the Father apeaks   vs.1-6

The Son of God speaks   vs.7-9

The Spirit of God speaks  vs.10-12

  1 The Division of Mankind—Heathen, people, kings, rulers, judges  vs.1,2,10

  2 The Derision of God—‘He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh’  v.4

  3 The Decision of the Penitent—to ‘put their trust in Him’  v.12

351 True Discipleship

  1 Lead me in Thy righteousness  Ps.5:8

  2 Lead me in Thy truth and teach me   Ps.25:5

  3 Lead me in a plain path   Ps.27:11

  4 Lead me for Thy Name’s sake  Ps.31:3

  5 Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I   Ps.61:2

  6 Lead me in the way everlasting   Ps.139:24

  7 Lead me into the land of uprightness   Ps.143:10

F.S.B.

352 Christ is the Psalms  

Christ’s Manhood   Ps.8:4,5

Christ’s Sonship    Ps.2:7; 110:1

Christ’s Deity   Ps.45:6,11

Christ’s Holiness   Ps.89:18,19

Christ’s Priesthood   Ps.110:4

Christ’s Kingship    Ps.2:6; 89:18,19,29; 110:2

Christ’s Conquests  Ps.110:5,6

Christ’s Sovereignty  Ps.72:8; 103:19

Christ’s Return in Glory   Ps.98

353 What is Man?

The Question is asked five times in the Bible and answered in five ways.

  1 In Creation—the Object of Divine Appointment    Ps.8:4-8

  2 In Transgression—of Divine Abhorrence   Job 15:14-16

  3 In Salvation—of Divine Affection  Job 7:17

  4 In Christ—of Divine—of Divine Acceptance   Heb.2:5-9

  5 In Judgment—of Divine Attention   Ps.144:3,4

354 ‘I Shall Not Be Moved’

  1 The Sinner’s False Confidence   Ps.10:6

  2 The Saint’s False Confidence   Ps.30:6

  3 The Saint’s True Confidence   Ps.16:8

W.W.F

355 A Condescending God

The Lord looked down from heaven—to see Ruin   Ps.14:2

                                  to hear Repentance  Ps.102:19

                                  to save—Redemption  Ps.33:13-19

O Lord, look down from heaven, and visit us with Revival   Ps.80:14

J.M.H.

356 Pleasant Things in Psalm 16

  1 Pleasant People—the saints, the excellent   v.3

  2 Pleasant Portion—the Lord is the portion of mine inheritance   v.5

  3 Pleasant Places—the lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places   v.6

  4 Pleasant Position—at God’s right hand  vs.8,11

  5 Pleasant Path—the path of life  v.11

  6 Pleasant Prospect—pleasures for evermore  v.11

357 Divine Secrets in Psalm 16

  1 Secret of a Life of Trust—I trust in Him  v.1

  2 Secret of a Surrendered Life—I side with Him  vs.3,4 (R.V.)

  3 Secret of a Separated Life—I side with Him  vs.3,4 (R.V.)

  4 Secret of a Happy Life—I am satisfied with Him  vs.5,6

  5 Secret of an Instructed Life—I listen to Him   v.7

  6 Secret of a Steadfast Life—I am engaged with Him  v.8

                               F.F.

358 Meditation on Psalm 17

  1 ‘Hear the right’  v.1  Supplication

  2 ‘I am purposed’  v.3  Resolution

  3 ‘ The word of Thy lips’  v.4 Inspiration

  4 ‘ Keep me’  v.8  Protection

  5 ‘ I will behold’  v.15  Expectation

  6 ‘I shall be satisfied’  v.15  Satisfaction

  7 ‘When I awake’  v.15  Resurrection 

JS.FS.

359 Jehovah

  1 Thy presence to search us  Ps.17:2

  2 Thy lips to speak to us    Ps.17:4

  3 Thy paths to separate us   Ps.17:5

  4 Thy right hand to save us   Ps.17:7

  5 Thy wings to shelter us   Ps.17:8

  6 Thy face to shine upon us   Ps.17:15

  7 Thy likeness to satisfy us   Ps.17:15

W.J.M

360 As For

  1 Divine Perfection—‘As for God, His way is perfect   Ps.18:30

  2 Human Frailty—‘As for man, his days are short’  Ps.103:15

  3 Redemption’s Hope—‘As for me, I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness’   Ps.17:15

361 A Twofold Revelation of God  

Psalm 19:1-6

  God in His Creation 

  God’s Glory in Nature

  Inarticulate expression

  God known in His perfect arrangement

  Our sun the Centre

  What Creation says and sees

Psalm 19:7-14

  God in His Law

  God’s Glory in His Word

  Articulate expression

  God revealed in His clear utterances

  His Son the Centre

  What God’s Word is and does

362 The Law of the Lord   Psalm 19:7-10

  1 It is His Law, converting the soul—It Enlivens  v.7

  2 It is His Testimony, making wise the simple—It Edifies   v.7

  3 It comprises His Statutes, rejoicing the heart—It Enraptures   v.8

  4 It is His Commandment, enlightening the eyes—It Enlightens  v.8

363 Visions of Christ   in Psalm 22

  1 The Reproached One  v.6

  2 The Rejected One     v.7

  3 The Risen One       v.22

  4 The Rejoicing One    v.22

  5 The Ruling One      v.28

  6 The Righteous One   v.31

W.J.M

364 Christ in the Midst  

THE CRUCIFIED—

  1 In the midst of Bulls of Bashan—the Jews (The bull—a clean animal)  Ps.22:12,13

  2 In the midst of Dogs, the assembly of the wicked. (The dog—an unclean animal)---the Gentiles   Ps.22:16

   The Roman Governor, Pilate, delivered Him to be crucified: ‘They pierced my hands and my feet’—the Cross.

THE GLORIFIED—

  3 In the midst of the Congregation—the Church  Ps.22:22

Declaring the Father’s name to His brethren  Heb.2:11,12

  4 In the midst of all people and nations—the World   Ps.22:27

‘All the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee’  Phil.2:10,11

365 The Lord’s Hands  Ps.22:16

  1 Pierced for His people’s sins  Ps.22:16

  2 Graven with His people’s names   Isa.49:16

  3 Healing their infirmities  Mark 1:41

  4 Opened for their supply   Ps.145:16

  5 Uplifted for their blessing   Luke 24:50

  6 Strong for their defence  Ps.138:7

  7 Sustaining them in their weariness   Song of S.2:6

  8 Reassuring for their fears  John 10:28

  9 Hiding them for their preparation  Isa.49:2

366The Shepherd in Resurrection Power  Psalm 23 and Luke 24

v.2 Led beside Waters of Quietness—First to Mary Magdalene  Luke 24:10

v.3 Soul restored and led in paths of righteousness—Next Peter  Luke 24:12

v.4 Walking through the valley of shadow—Two on way to Emmaus  Luke 24:13,17

v.5 Table prepared in presence of enemies—The eleven in the upper room  Luke 24:33,41

v.6 Attended by goodness and mercy, and Dwelling in the house of the Lord—The Disciples at Bethany   Luke 24:50-53

367 Wilderness Provision  Psalm 23

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, I SHALLL NOT WANT

REST  v.2

‘He maketh me to lie down in green pastures’

REFRESHMENT   v.2

‘He leadeth me beside the still waters’

RESTORATION   v.3

‘He restoreth me in the paths of righteousness’

COUNSEL      v.3

‘He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness’

COMPFORT    v.4

‘Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me’

PROVENDER    v.5

‘Thou preparest a table before me’

ANYTHING HERE  v.5

‘Thou anointest my head with oil’

ANYTHING HERE   v.6

‘Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life’

ANYTHING HEREAFTER  v.6

‘I will dwell in the House of the Lord for ever’

J.M.H.

368 The Triumphs of Christ  Psalm 24

  1 Triumph of the Prophesied—Ascent to the Hill of the Lord on earth  Ps.24:3-6

His triumphal entry into Jerusalem and to the Temple on Mount Zion  Zech.9:9; Matt.21:5-12

  2 Triumph of the Crucified—Ascension into Heaven as Conqueror  Ps.24:7,8

    ‘Mighty in battle’  Mark 16:19; Col.2:15

  3 Triumph of the Glorified—Entry with His people as Lord of hosts  Ps.24:9,10; John 14:3

369 The Meek

  ‘The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way’  Ps.25:9

‘Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth’  Matt.5:5

‘ I am meek and lowly in heart’  Matt.11:29

  1 Shall be satisfied   Ps.22:26

  2 Shall be guided     Ps.25:9

  3 Shall be taught     Ps.25:9

  4 Shall have inheritance   Ps.37:11

  5 Shall be saved     Ps.76:9

  6 Shall be lifted up    Ps.147:6

  7 Shall be beautified   Ps.149:4

J.M.H.

371 Blessedness

  1 The Saviour’s Blessedness—‘Blessed be the Lord for his marvelous lovingkindness’ Ps.31:21; 1 Pet.1:3

  2 The Believer’s Blessedness—‘Blessed is the man whose transgression is forgiven’  Ps.32:1,2; Rom.4:6-8

  3 The Church’s Blessedness—‘Blessed is the people whom the Lord hath chosen’   Ps.33:12; Eph.1:3,4

372 The Forgiveness of Sins  Psalm 32:1

  1 How Procured for us?—By the blood of Christ   Rom.3:24-26

  2 How Secured by us?—By faith in Christ  Acts 10:43

  3 How Assured to us?—By the Word of Christ   Matt.9:2; Heb.10:17

373 The Blessed Man

SEVEN STEPS AS RECORDED IN THE PSALMS

  1 Blessedly Saved   Ps.32:1,2

  2 Blessedly Separated   Ps.1:1,2

  3 Blessedly Satisfied    Ps.34:8,9

 (See also Ps.84:12 and 40:4)

  4 Blessedly Sanctified    Ps.65:4

  5 Blessedly Strengthened   Ps.84:5,6,7

  6 Blessedly Subdued    Ps.94:12,13

  7 Blessedly Softened   Ps.112:1-9

G.S.

374 A Threefold Deliverance  Psalm 34

  Psalm 34 is an Alphabetical Psalm in which all the letters of the Hebrew Alphabet are used. Deliverance—

  1 From all our Fears—if we seek the Lord   v.4

  2 From all our Troubles—if we cry to the Lord   vs.6,17

  3 From all our Afflictions—if we are righteous before the Lord   v.19

Thus we can ‘look unto Him’ and be radiant, and not be ashamed in spite of troubles   v.5

375 Give God the Glory

  1 His Praise is sounded Continually    Ps.34:1

  2 His Name is exalted Collectively    Ps.34:3

  3 His Saints are exhorted Compassionately    Ps.34:9

  4 His Ears are opened Considerately    Ps.34:15

  5 His Servants are redeemed Completely   Ps.34:22

376 Abundantly Satisfied

Some of the provisions of His house   Psalm 36:8

  1 His abundant mercy available for every sinner   Ps.36:5

  2 His far-reaching faithfulness for every saint    Ps.36:5

  3 His righteousness like a mountain high   Ps.36:6

  4 His judgment as an ocean deep  Ps.36:6

  5 His watchful care as a theme of praise   Ps.36:7

  6 His lovingkindness ever true   Ps.36:7

  7 His sheltering wing a refuge near   Ps.36:7

H.R.F.

377 The Upright Blessed by the Lord

The Upright has complete security because—

  1 his Steps are ordered by the Lord, so he is kept from Straying   Ps.37:23

  2 his Hand is held by the Lord, so he is kept from Stumbling  Ps.37:24

  3 his Food is provided by the Lord, so he is kept from Starving   Ps.37:25

  4 his Home us assured by the Lord, so he is kept from Suspense  Ps.37:29

  5 his Seed is blessed by the Lord, so he is kept from Shame  Ps.37:26

378 The Story of the Redeemed

  1 Sinking in the miry clay   Ps.40:2

  2 Standing on the Rock of ages  Ps.40:2

  3 Singing to the God of his salvation  Ps.40:3

  4 Shining in the midst of a perverse nation   Ps.40:3; Phil.2:5

379 A Good Life  Psalm 40

A Saved life—‘He heard my cry’   v.1

A Secure life—‘He set me on a rock’   v.2

A Satisfied life—‘He put a new song in my mouth’   v.3

A Surrendered life—‘respecteth not the proud’   v.4

                                           F.J.S.

380 A Great Preacher’s Subjects   Psalm 40:7-10

  In the quotation of verses 6-8 in Heb.10:5-9, two words are omitted—‘I delight’. Why?

  In Psalm 40:8 the Lord Jesus is viewed prophetically as the Servant of God in His life on earth.

  In Heb.10:7,9, He is viewed as the Sacrifice for sins in His death on the Cross.

HE PROCLAIMED—

the Righteousness of God   v.9

the Faithfulness of God    v.10

the Salvation of God   v.10

the Lovingkindness of God   v.10

the Truth of God   v.10

381 Four Things David Did   Psalm 42

  1 David Panting   v.1

  2 David Pouring   v.4

  3 David Pouting   v.5

  4 David Praising   v.11

T.B.

382 Things Touching the King  Psalm 45

These were the outcome of Meditation, preparation and utterance  v.1

  1 The GRACE OF THE KING—

His Gracious Person

His Gracious Precepts

His Gracious Positon  v.2

  2 The GLORY OF THE KING—

seen in His Meekness    v.4

seen in His Majesty       vs.4,6

seen in His Might        v,5

  3 The GLADNESS OF THE KING—

Gladness of Anointing   v.5

Gladness of Achievement   v.8

Gladness of Association   vs.14,15

383 The Divine Helper   Psalm 46:1

  1 A Past Helper—‘Thou hast been my help’   Ps.63:7

  2 A Present Helper—‘a very present help in trouble’  Ps.46:1; Heb.13:6

  3 A Powerful Helper—‘I have laid help upon One that is mighty’  Ps.89:19

  4 A Precious Helper—‘The Lord God will help thee’  Isa.50:7,9

  5 A Precious Helper—‘I will help thee’   Isa.41:10,13,14

  6 A Providing Helper —‘the Helper of the fatherless’   Ps.10:14

  7 A Perpetual Helper—‘The God of Jeshurun—is thy help’  Deut.33:26

384 The Joy of Salvation   

Consists in

  1 The knowledge of forgiveness   Ps.51:2

  2 The enjoyment of God’s presence   Ps.51:13

  3 The realization of the Spirit’s power   Ps.51:15

  4 The pleasure of winning souls   Ps.51:11

  5 The offering up of praise   Ps.51:11

  6 The surrender of all to God   Ps.51:16,17

H.K.D.

 385 The Spiritual Losses of the Backslider   Psalm 51

  1 The Loss of Heart Purity—

‘Blot out’   v.1

‘Wash me’    vs.2,7

‘Cleanse me’   v.2

‘Purge me’    v.7

‘Create in me a clean heart’  v.10

  2 The Loss of Divine Fellowship   v.11

  3 The Loss of the Joy of Salvation   v.12

  4 The Loss of the Power to Witness   v.13

  5 The Loss of the Desire to Worship   vs.14-16

  6 The Loss of Concern for God’s Interests   v.18

J.WEBB

386 The Sacrifices of God

  1 A Broken spirit and a contrite heart   Ps.51:17

  2 Consecration of our bodies for holy service   Rom.12:1

  3 Offering of Praise and thanksgiving   Heb.13:15

  4 Doing good and Giving to the Lord   Heb.13:16; Phil.4:18

  5 Sinners won for Christ by priestly ministry  Rom.15:16

387 The Imprecatory Psalms

Imprecation—derived from the Latin ‘Impreco’, I pray upon. Psalm 55:15 is an Imprecation, and there are several in the Books of Psalms.

In Book Ⅰ, out of a total of 616 verses, 11 verses are imprecatory

In Book Ⅱ, out of a total of 458 verses, 19 verses are imprecatory

In Book Ⅲ, out of a total of 358 verses, there are NONE imprecatory

In Book Ⅳ, out of a total of 321 verses, there are NONE imprecatory

In Book Ⅴ, out of a total of 601 verses, 30 are imprecatory

  Several imprecatory passages in the Psalms are quoted in the New Testament, and applied to Judas Iscariot who betrayed the Lord Jesus—Psalms 55:12-15; 69:22-28. 109:5-20,29-30. But—

Not one Psalm is entirely imprecatory

Only one Psalm is half or more than half imprecation

Only 15 Psalms contain imprecations, i.e. 10%

Of these 15 Psalms the authorship of 11 is attributed to David, and the other 4 are anonymous

Some of the passages considered imprecatory are really predictive 

The Imprecations reflect—

1 David’s Character, and express his righteous indignation

2 David’s Circumstances, for—‘David’s Psalms had ne’er been sung. If David’s heart had ne’er been wrung’

3 David’s Convictions, that Jehovah, a righteous God, would take vengeance on his enemies

4 David’s Creed—under Law—‘an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth’

388 Fear and Trust: Trust and Fear Not   Psalm 56:3-11

  ‘What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee—FEAR FOLLOWED BY FAITH v.3

  ‘In God I have put my trust, I will not be afraid—TRUST DISPELLING FEAR v.11

The Reasons—

  1 God gives His BALM FOR OUR TERRORS    v.4

  2 God has His BOTILE FOR OUR TEARS   v.8

  3 God keeps His BOOK FOR OUR TRAVELS   v.8

389 Changeful States of Soul   Psalm 57

  1 A Trusting Soul, taking refuge in God   v.1

  2 A Tortured Soul, among lion-like enemies   v.4

  3 A Troubled Soul, bowed down with grief   v.6

  4 A Tuneful Soul, singing and praising God  v.7

  5 A Triumphant Soul, rejoicing in God’s mercy and truth    vs.9,10

390 Power Belongeth Unto God   Psalm 62:11

  1 The Searching Power of His Word   Heb.4:12

  2 The Saving Power of His Gospel    Rom.1:16

  3 The Keeping Power of God’s Arm   1 Pet.1:5

  4 The Energizing Power of His Spirit   Acts 1:8

  5 The Resurrection Power of His Son   1 Cor.15:43

W.J.M.

391 Captivity Led Captive   Psalm 68:18

This results in—

  1 A Great Emancipation for the Captives   Judges 5:12

  2 A Glorious Exaltation for the Conqueror  Ps.68:18

  3 A Perfect Provision for the Church    Eph.4:8-12

  4 A World-wide Witness to the Gospel   2 Cor.2:14-16

(‘Who—leadeth us in triumph in Christ’ R.V.)

392 The Burden-Bearer   Psalm 68:19

  ‘Blessed be the Lord, Who daily beareth our burdens’ (R.V.)

  ‘Blessed be the Lord, Who daily beareth us up’ (R.S.V.)

  The Hebrew word used here for ‘Lord’ is ‘Adonai’, as in Psalm 110:1—‘my Lord’

God’s Names in Psalm 68—

  Elohim, the Triune God   v.1

  Jah  (Jehovah), the Self-existing One    v.4

  El Israel, the God of Israel   v.8

  Adonai, my Lord, (Plural)  vs.11,19

  Shaddai, the Almighty—all-sufficient   v.14

  Jehovah-Elohim, the Eternal, Triune God  v.18

  Jehovah-Adonai, my Lord God  v.20

THE SON OF GOD—Adonai—

  1 The Sin-Bearer in the Past—the Lamb of God   John 1:29; 1 Pet.2:24

  2 The Burden-Bearer in the Present—my Lord   Ps.68:19

  3 The Glory-Bearer in the Future—the King-Priest   Zech.6:12,13

393 Christ’s Millennial Reign   Psalm 72

  1 Solomon—Peaceable, type of Christ, the Prince of Peace    Title; Isa.9:6

  2 The King, and the King’s Son, King of kings, Son of God   v.1; Rev.19:16

  3 The Wisdom of His Administration   v.2; Col.2:3

  4 The Peace and Justice of His reign   v.3; Isa.32:1

  5 The Beneficence of His Authority   vs.3-7; Isa.32:1,2

  6 The Extent of His dominions   v.8; Zech.9:10

  7 The Homage of this world’s kings   vs.10,11; Phil.2:9-11

  8 The Prosperity of His subjects   v.16; Isa.65:21-23

  9 The Universality of blessing through Him    v.17; Gal.3:8

  10 The Permanence and Excellence of His Name    v.17; Heb.13:8

394 The Prospect of God’s Saints   Psalm 73:23-25

  1 A Lifetime of Grace—enjoying God’s presence and power  v.23

  2 A Future of Guidance—guided by His counsel   v.24

  3 An Eternity of Glory—Afterward received to glory   v.24

395 The Years of the Right Hand of the Most High  Psalm 77:10

  PSALM 77 has two parts, namely—Verses1-10 and Verses 10-20

My Infirmity                    My Intercessor—at the right hand of the 

In the Shadow                     Most High

The Sigh                       In the Sunlight

Self is predominant              The Song

22 Occurrences of the Pronoun in the      The Saviour is predominant

First Person                    Only three personal references

11 References to God            24 References to God

Trouble                         Triumph

  The Psalmist’s Remembrance—

1 In the Past      —‘Was troubled’         —Concern     v.3

2 In the Present   —‘my song in the night’   —Comfort      v.6

3 In the Future    —‘Thy wonders’          —Confidence  v.11

396 God’s Wrath Averted   Psalm 78:38

‘Many a time turned He His anger away’

  1 Because of the Impassioned Intercession of Moses, the prophet   Exod.32:11-14,31,32; Ps.106:21,23

  2 Because of the Immediate Interposition of Phinehas, the Priest Num.25:11

  3 Because of the Impartial Intervention of Joshua, the princely leader   Joshua 7:26

397 The Man of God’s Right Hand 

  1 Typified in Benjamin (son of my right hand)  Gen.35:18

  2 Fortified for God (made strong for thyself)   Ps.80:17

  3 Prophesied by David—‘Jehovah said unto my Lord’  Ps.110:1

  4 Identified as the Son of man—before Caiaphas  Matt.26:64

  5 Glorified as a Prince and a Saviour   Acts 5:31

  6 Magnified as Head of the Church, ‘far above all’  Eph.1:20

  7 Satisfied as the Princely Leader of faith   Heb.12:2

398 The Valley of Baca   Psalm 84:6

Baca—Weeping

In Psalm 84 there are 3 Sections, punctuated by ‘Selah’

  1 The Sanctuary for a Praising People   vs.1-4

  2 The Valley for a Pilgrim People   vs.5-8

A place of Pilgrimage—‘Passing through’

A place of Prosperity—‘make it a place of springs’ (R.S.V.) ‘they go from strength to strength’

A place of Prospect—‘every one of them appeareth before God in Zion’ (R.V.)

  3 The Sanctuary for a Prosperous People   vs.9-12

There are Three ‘Blesseds’—

    (1) Blessedness of Dwelling in God’s House  v.4

(2) Blessedness of Drawing upon God’s Strength   v.5

(3) Blessedness of Depending on God’s Provision   v.12

399 Mercy and Truth

Mercy and Truth are met together at the Cross  Ps.85:10

By Mercy and Truth iniquity is purged   Prov.16:6; Heb.1:3

Mercy and Truth preserve God’s righteous character  Rom.3:26

Mercy and Truth go before God’s face for the saving of the sinner   Ps.89:14

Mercy and Truth shall be to them that devise good (i.e. the Enjoyment of them)  Prov.14:22

400 The Faithfulness of God

‘Thy Faithfulness’ occurs six times in Psalm 89. It is—

  Established in the heavens—a Heavenly Place    v.2

  Extended in the congregation of the saints—a Heavenly People   v.5

  Encircling the Lord of hosts—a Heavenly Power   v.8

  Exalting the horn of the Lord’s anointed—a Heavenly Person (Christ)  v.24

  Encompassing the head of His people—a Heavenly Provision   v.33

  Expounded by the godly in their hymns—Heavenly Praises    v.1

401 The Prayer of Moses the Man of God   Psalm 90

  1 GOD’S WAYS—

God as the Eternal Rest of the redeemed   v.1

God as the Ruler of the Universe   v.2

God as the Refuge of the Human soul   v.3

  2 MAN’S DAYS—Few and Feeble—‘as a sleep’   v.5

                                  ‘like grass’    v.5

                                  ‘as a tale that is told’   v.9

  3 THE MAN OF GOD PRAYS—

for a Proper Approach to Life’s Purpose   vs.12,13

for a Prayerful Appreciation of God’s mercy   vs.14,15

for a Personal Appropriation of God’s power   vs.16,17

402 Seven Precious Possessions of the Lord  Psalm 100:3,4,5

  1 His People   of His creation     He made us 

  2 His Pasture   for His sheep     He leads us (Ps.23:2)

  3 His gates     for our entrance   Enter with thanksgiving

  4 His courts    for our dwelling    Enter with praise

  5 His Name    for our authority    Bless His name 

  6 His mercy    for eternal ages    it is everlasting

  7 His truth     to all generations   It is enduring.        D.F.

403 Jehovah in His Relationship with Men   (as seen in Psalm 103)

  As Pardoner—He forgiveth all my iniquities  vs.3,10,12

  As Redeemer—He redeemeth my life from destruction   v.4

  As Physician—He healeth all my diseases   v.3

  As Benefactor—He satisfieth my mouth with good  v.5

  As Judge—He executeth righteousness for the oppressed   v.6

  As Chastiser—He will not keep His anger for ever    v.9

  As Father—He pitieth them that fear Him  v.13

  As Creator—He knoweth our frame   v.14

  As King—His kingdom ruleth over all    v.19

  As Covenant-keeping God—His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting   vs.17,18                                                      E.A.R.

404 The Music of the Praising Soul   Psalm 103:1-5

Psalm 103 begins and ends with the same words—Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The Music of the soul is the soul of music.

All that is within me    All I am for God

All His benefits        All I have from God

David sees himself in five Places—

1 A criminal in the Law courts who has been acquitted    Who forgiveth all

2 A Patient in the Hospital who has been cured          Who healeth all

3 A Slave in the Slave-market who has been redeemed   Who redeemeth thy life

4 A Shepherd in the Throne Room who has been made king   Who crowneth thee

  5 A Guest in the Banquet Hall who has been redeemed   Who satisfieth thy mouth

David knows the Lord in five Ways—

  1 As Jehovah-Tsidkenu  (Jer.23:6)  Who forgives his iniquities righteously

  2 As Jehovah-Ropheca (Exod.15:26)  Who heals him completely

  3 As Jehovah-Tsabaoth (Isa.47:4)  Who redeemed him from death

  4 As Jehovah-jireh (Gen.22:14)  Who provides for him graciously

  5 As Jehovah-Rohi (Psa.23:1)  Who satisfies him and meets all his needs

David recounts his own experiences in five realms: Sins forgiven (Ps:21:1); Diseases healed (Ps.41:8); Life spared (Ps.9:13); Compassed about with lovingkindness (Ps.25:3; 26:3); Satisfied with good things (Ps.107:9).

405 Three Immeasurable Blessings

Height—As high as the Heaven is above the earth—Mercy that cannot be comprehended   Ps.103:11

Breadth—As far as the east is from the west—Forgiveness that cannot be rescinded   Ps.103:12

Depth—As a father pitieth his children—Compassion that cannot be estimated  Ps.103:13

406 The Lord’s Enduring Mercy  Psalm 107:1-31

They cried unto the Lord (vs.6,13,19,28)

FOUR CIRCUMSTANCES IN HUMAN EXPERIENCE—

  1 The Struggles of the traveler   vs.4,5

  2 The Sorrows of the sufferer    vs.10,12

  3 The Sicknesses of the afflicted   vs.17,18

  4 The Storms of the sailor   vs.23-27

FOUR PERIODS ISRAEL’S HISTORY—

  1 In the Wilderness they were hungry and thirsty   v.5

  2 In the Promised Land they rebelled   v.11

  3 In the times of the Kings they transgressed   v.17

  4 In their scattering they do business in great waters  v.23

FOUR EXPERIENCES OF THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD—

  1 A city of habitation for His pilgrim people   v.7

  2 Bands of sin broken for His soul-sick people   v.20

  3 The storms calmed for His worried people   v.29

407 Right was the Pathway

  ‘So He bringeth them unto their desired haven’ Psalm 107:30

Through the waters   Isa.43:2

Through the rivers   Isa.43:2

Through fire    Isa.43:2

Through the flood   Ps.66:6

Through the depths  Ps.106:9

Through the deserts   Isa.48:21

Through the darkness   Job 29:3

Through the great wilderness    Deut.2:7

Through the valley of the shadow of death   Ps.23:4

N-B

408 Three Days of the Messiah  in Psalm 110

  1 The Day of His Poverty and Passion—in the Past--  v.7; Phil.2:5-8

  2 The Day of His Patience and Priesthood—in the Present  vs.1,4; Heb.10,12,13

  3 The Day of His Power and Pre-eminence—in the Future   vs.2,3,6; Rev.19:16

409 Four Figures of Christ’s People

  ‘Your people will offer themselves freely in the day you lead your host in holy array. From the womb of the morning, like dew your youth will come to you’   Ps.110:3 (R.S.V.)

  1 Freewill Offerings—willing   Rom.12:1

  2 Soldiers in Christ’s army—thy power (forces)   2 Tim.2:3

  3 Priests in holy array—the beauties of holiness   1 Pet.2:5

  4 Drops of dew—the dew of thy young men (Youth is a collective noun here)

ORIGIN OF THE DEW—‘from the womb of the morning’

ONENESS OF THE DEW—composed of many dewdrops

ORNAMENT OF THE DEW—sparkling in the morning sun

410 God’s Peculiar Treasure

Ps.115:9-13; 118:1-4; 135:19,20—three Concentric Circles with the Lord as Centre.

  1 The House of Israel—‘an holy nation’   1 Pet.2:9

  2 The House of Aaron—‘a royal priesthood’  1 Pet.2:9

  3 Those that fear the Lord—‘a peculiar people’  Mal.3:16,17

What they do—

  Trust in the Lord   Ps.115:9

  Testify to the Lord’s mercy   Ps.118:1-5

  Praise the Lord    Ps.135:19-21

‘That ye should shew forth the praises of Him Who hath called you’  1 Pet.2:9

411 The Death of His Saints   Psalm 116:15

‘Precious’, because ‘costly’ (1 Kings 5:17)’ ‘honourable’ (Ps.45:9); ‘excellent’ (Ps.36:7). All these words are translations of the same Hebrew word.

Figures of the Death of His saints—

  1 A SLEEP   John 11:11; 1 Thess.4:3

  2 A DEPARTURE—a vessel leaving its moorings  Phil.1:23; 2 Tim.4:6

  3 AN EXODUS (decease)—a going out  Luke 9:31; 2 Pet.1:15

  4 A PUTTING OFF a garment, taking down a tent   2 Pet.1:14; 2 Cor.5:1

412 According to Thy Word  Psalm 119

  1 Cleansing   v.9

  2 Quickening (or Revival)   vs.25:107

  3 Strengthening   v.28

  4 Saving    v.41

  5 Mercy   v.58

  6 Blessing   v.65

  7 Comforting   v.76

  8 Understanding   v.169

  9 Delivering  v.170

D.F.

413 Love and Hate in Psalm 119

  1 I love Thy law   vs.97:113,163

  2 I love Thy testimonies   vs.119,167

  3 I love Thy commandments  v.127

  4 I love Thy precepts  v.159

  5 I hate the double-minded   v.113 (R.V.)

  6 I hate every false way   v.128

  7 I hate falsehood   v.163 (R.V.)

W.W.F.

414 The Word of God   Psalm 119

When Received—it gives light    v.130

When Resorted to—it cleanses   v.9

When Retained—it preserves   v.11

When Relied on—it strengthens   v.28

When Read—it instructs   v.148

When Reverenced—it sanctifies    v.161

When Rejoiced in—it enriches   v.162

W.J.M.     

415 The Word of God in the Heart    Psalm 119:11

  1 A Good Provision ‘Thy Word’

  2 A Good Practice ‘have I hid’

  3 A Good Place ‘in my heart’

  4 A Good Purpose ‘that I might not sin against Thee’

416 Companions 

  ‘ I am a companion of them that fear Thee’ Psalm 119:63

Make your Companions

  1 Praying Companions like Daniel   Dan.2:17

  2 Godly Companions like David  Ps.119:63

  3 Loving Companions like Paul   Acts 19:29

  4 Busy Companions like Epaphroditus  Phil.2:25

  5 Holy Companions like John   Rev.1:9

L.W.

417 The Lord is Thy Keeper  Psalm 121:5

  1 THE PRAYER—‘Holy Father, keep through. Thine own Name those whom Thou hast given me’  John 17:11

  2 THE PROMISE—‘I will be with thee and keep thee’   Gen.28:15

                    ‘I will hold thine hand and will keep thee’   Isa.42:6

  3 THE PERSUASION—‘I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him’  2 Tim.1:12

  4 THE POWER—‘Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation  1 Pet.1:5

  5 THE PRAISE—‘Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever!’  Jude 24,25

T. Shuldman Henry

418 The Saint’s Song of Degrees   as given in Psalm 126

  1 Dreaming   v.1

  2 Laughing    v.2

  3 Singing     v.2

  4 Magnifying  v.3

  5 Weeping    v.5

  6 Reaping    v.5

  7 Rejoicing   v.6

‘We are glad’   HYP.

419 Great Things and Greater 

  1 A Grand Fact—‘The Lord hath done great thins for us’  Ps.126:3

  2 A Good Meditation—‘Consider how great things—for you’  1 Sam.12:24

  3 A Gracious Promise—Rejoice, for the Lord will do great things’  Joel 2:21

  4 A Great Responsibility—‘Go and shew how great things the Lord—‘   Mark 5:19

  5 A Glorious Prospect—‘Thou shalt see greater things than these’  John 1:50

J.M.H.

420 From Toil to Reward   Psalm 126:6

  1 ‘He that goeth forth’—Toil

  2 ‘Bearing precious seed’—Treasure

  3 ‘And weepeth’—Tears

  4 ‘Shall doubtless-with rejoicing—Triumph

  5 ‘Bringing his sheaves with him’—Trophies

421 The Service of the Lord

  1 The Going of the Servant—‘He that goeth forth’   Ps.126:6

  2 The Flowing of the Tears—‘and weepeth’    Ps.126:6

  3 The Sowing of the seed—‘bearing precious seed’   Ps.126:6

  4 The Mowing of the Harvest—‘bringing his sheaves with him’  Ps.126:6

422 Blessing in the House of God

  As seen in the Last Triad of the Songs of Ascents

1 Priests in the House of God—in Purity—Blessing Expected  Ps.132:16,17

2 Brethren in the House of God—in Unity—Blessing Experienced  Ps.133;

3 Servants in the House of God—in Activity—Blessing Emanating  Ps.134

423 Unity Among Brethren   Psalm 133

  1 ‘Behold!’ EXCLAMATION   v.1

  2 ‘How good and how pleasant it is’ AFFIRMATION  v.1

  3 Precious ointment, dew of Hermon ILLUSTRATION    v.2

  4 ‘The blessing, even life for evermore’ REALIZATION v.3

424 The Climax of the Songs of Degrees  In Psalm 134 we have—

  1 A Compendium—As last of the fifteen songs of degrees

  2 A Command—To the watchers in the temple

  3 A Competency—The servants, the priests, made so by God, could praise

  4 A Condition—In holiness (marginal reading)

  5 A Compliance—They responded and were blessed

  6 A Comprehension—of God as Jehovah and Creator (His great Name and Work)

  7 A Channel—Zion

425 The Overwhelmed Soul

  ‘When my spirit is overwhelmed within me, then Thou knowest my ps.142:3

  Things that overwhelm—and overwhelmed David in light of the title of  Ps.142—

SIN AND DECEIT   1 Sam.21:12,13

SUFFERING AND EXILE   1 Sam.22:1,2

SORROW AND LOSS      1 Sam.30:3,4

David found comfort in the realization that God knew his path, so prayed for deliverance from his PERSECUTORS, for ‘they are STRONGER THAN I ’ (Ps.142:6)

  ‘When my heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the ROCK THAT IS HIGHER THAN I ’ Ps.61:2. ‘That Rock is Christ’, the Rock of ages.

426 God’s Servant David

  In the Psalter David is four times designated God’s servant—

Ps.78:70 –David’s Call to shepherd God’s people

Ps.89:20,21 –God’s anointing to Strengthen His servant

Ps.132:9,10 –God’s saints called to Shout for joy

Ps.144:9,10 –David begins to Sing praise to God for salvation

In Ps.144 David is described as—

  1 A Warrior—Trained by the Lord   v.1

  2 A Ruler—Trusting in the Lord     v.2

  3 A Singer—Tuneful for the Lord   v.9

  4 A Father—Turning his people to the Lord  vs.11,12

  5 A Shepherd—Tending his flock for the Lord   v.13

427 Figures of the Christian Assembly   Ps.144:12-15

  1 A Family with fruitful sons and graceful daughters   v.12

  2 A Farm having barns filled with every variety of grain   v.13

  3 A Flock and Herd that multiply abundantly and labour diligently   vs.13,14

  4 A Fatherland

never Despoiled by invaders

never Deserted by its citizens

never Defeated by enemies

  ‘Happy is that people--; yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord.’

428 David’s Psalm of Praise  Psalm 145

WHAT GOD IS                         WHAT GOD DOES

1 Great       v.3                       1 Upholds        v.14

2 Glorious    v.5                        2 Gives          v.15

3 Gracious    v.8                       3 Satisfies        v.16

4 Good       v.9                       4 Fulfils          v.19

5 Righteous   v.17                      5 Hears          v.19

6 Holy        v.17                      6 Saves          v.19

7 Nigh unto all call upon Him  v.18        7 Preserves       v.20

PROVERBS

429 The Tree of Life

  The sin of the first man, Adam, excluded man from the Tree of life in ‘Paradise Lost’. Salvation by the second man, Christ, admits man to the Tree of life in ‘Paradise Regained’.

  1 WISDOM is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her  Prov.3:17,18

  2 THE WISDOM OF SOUL WINNING is a tree of life, ‘for the fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he that winneth souls is wise’  Prov.11:30

  3 THE WISDOM OF PATIENT WAITING is a tree of life, for ‘when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life’   Prov.13:12

  4 THE WISDOM OF RIGHT WORDS is a tree of life, for ‘a wholesome tongue is a tree of life’   Prov.15:4

430 The Marks of a Lazy Person

  1 Love of Ease—a little more sleep   Prov.6.9.10; 26:14

  2 Lame Excuses—there is a lion in the way   Prov.22:13; 26:13

  3 Loss of Energy—he hideth his hand in his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth   Prov.19:24; 26:15

  4 Lack of Enterprise—the desire of the slothful killeth him, for his hands refuse to labour  Prov.13:4; 21:25

431 The Commandment of the Lord

God’s Word is—

  a Chart and a Compass   Prov.6:22

  a Lamp and a Light       Prov.6:23

  a Provider and a Preserver   Prov.6:23,24

It is—

  A Willing Guide, for ‘it shall lead thee’   Prov.6:22

  A Watchful Guardian, for ‘it shall keep thee’   Prov.6:22

  A Welcome Guest, for ‘it shall take with thee’    Prov.6:22

432 Wisdom in the Book of Proverbs   Prov.8:12

  In Proverbs ‘Wisdom’ is personified, and corresponds to the Word (Logos) in John. Wisdom is seen as—

  1 A Preacher   Prov.1:20

  2 A Treasure   Prov.2:4

  3 A Tree of Life   Prov.3:18

  4 A Promoter   Prov.4:8

  5 A Sister and Kinswoman    Prov.7:4

  6 A Counsellor   Prov.8:14

  7 A Builder   Prov.9:1

433 The Call of Wisdom   Prov.9:1

  Two Persons in Prov.9—Wisdom and the Foolish Woman. Both have—Attractions to offer. An Aim in view. An appeal to make.

Three Sections in Prov.9—

  1 Wisdom’s Provision—        vs.1-6

A Perfect Shelter—‘Hath builded an house’   

Perfect Stability—‘hewn her seven pillars’

A Perfect Sacrifice—‘killed her killing’

A Perfect Supply—‘furnished her table’

  2 Wisdom’s Precepts—‘Turn’, ‘come’, ‘eat and drink’, ‘forsake’, ‘live’, ‘go’  vs.7-12

  3 The Foolish Woman’s Pleasures—‘stolen’, ‘sweet’, ‘secret’   vs.13-18

434 Surety for a Stranger  Prov.11:15

  Jesus—made surety of a better covenant   Heb.7:22

1 The Stranger—Because of birth, a foreigner  Eph.2:12

  Because of position, afar off   Eph.2:13

  So has no claim and can give no guarantee.

2 The Surety—

  Must be a party to all that’s involved, a possessor of all that’s promised, and prepared for all that’s required.

3 The Smart—‘shall be sore broken’ (Marginal reading): ‘shall become evil for evil’ (Literal rendering).

  Christ, the Surety, was ‘made sin for us’, ‘made a curse for us’, ‘suffered, the just for the unjust’.

435 Winning, Watching, Warning

‘He that winneth souls is wise’—Work of the Evangelist   Prov.11:30

‘They watch of your souls’—Work of the Pastor   Heb.13:17

‘Warn every one night and day with tears’—Work of the Teacher   Acts 20:31

T.B.

436 Women in Proverbs

  1 The Wise Woman—Builds her house   Prov.14:1

                      Establishes her home   Prov.24:3

                      Fills her house with wealth   Prov.24:4

  2 The Virtuous Woman—Has the full confidence of her husband  Prov.31:10,11

                            Labours lovingly with her hands   Prov.31:13,16,19

                            Provides for her household   Prov.31:15,21

  3 The Strange Woman—Flatters with her words  Prov.2:16;5:3,4

                        Forsakes the guide of her youth  Prov.2:17;5:5

                        Forgets the covenant of her God  Prov.2:17;5:6

  4 The Foolish Woman—is Ignorant   Prov.9:13

                        is Insistent  Prov.9:14,15

                        is Injurious   Prov.9:18

437 The Wrong Way—The Right Way   

A WAY   Prov.14:12

  1 Turned into   Isa.53:6

  2 Trusted in    Hos.10:13

  3 Taught to others   Jer.2:33

  4 Turned upside down   Ps.146:9

THE WAY   John 14:6

1 Turned to the Lord   Acts 11:21

2 Trusted in          Eph.1:13

3 Taught to others     Acts 4:2

4 Turned the world upside down    Acts 17:6

A.M.P.

438 A Wholesome Tongue—An Unwholesome Tongue

‘Death and life are in the power of the tongue’  Prov.18:21

A WHOLESOME TONGUE

Is a tree of life  Prov.15:4

Is truthful   Eph.4:25;Col.3:9

Is pure   Eph.4:29; Col.3:8

Is peaceable   Prov.15:1; James 3:13-18

AN UNWHOLESOME TONGUE

Is a tree of poison fruits   Prov.25:23

Is untruthful (an abomination)   Prov.6:16,17

Is impure    Eph.4:29;5:3

Is injurious, for it is—‘a sharp sword’ that wounds   Ps.57:4

as ‘an arrow shot out’   Jer.9:8

‘a fire’ that is kindled    James 3:6

439 Pride Before Destruction   Prov.16:18

Some Examples—

  1 Lucifer, son of the morning (Satan)    Isa.14:12-15

  2 Nebuchadnezzar    Dan.5:20

  3 Belshazzar    Dan.5:23,24

  4 Amaziah   2 Kings 14:10

  5 Uzziah    2 Chron.26:16

  6 Hezekiah   2 Chron.32:25

  7 Prince of Tyrus   Ezek.28:2,17

  8 Herod    Acts 12:22,23

R.C.B.

440 Jesus the Sinner’s Friend 

  ‘A friend loveth at all times’ (Prov.17:17): ‘ A friend that sticket closer than a brother’ (Prov.18:24)

The Lord Jesus Christ is 

  a Friend Who gave His all    John 15:13

  a Friend Who loves all classes   Luke 7:34

  a Friend Who loves at all times   Prov.17:17

  a Friend Who loves in all states of soul  Prov.27:6; Heb.12:6

  a Friend Who is needed by all    Prov.27:10; John 6:67,68

441 Counsel

  1 Precept—‘hear’ it—‘Hear counsel and receive instruction’   Prov.19:20

  2 Possession—of it—‘The Lord hath given me counsel’   Ps.16:7

  3 Prayer—for it—‘The Lord fulfil all Thy counsel’   Ps.20:4

  4 Partnership—in it—‘We took sweet counsel together’    Pa.55:14

  5 Prospect—of it—‘Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel and afterward receive me to glory   Ps.73:24

W.T.R.

442 ‘The Glory of Young Men is Their Strength  (Prov.20:29)

  ‘The Lord—my Strength’  Exod.15:2

He is the Strength of Tempted young men, like Joseph   Gen.49:23,24

He is the strength of Trustful young men who wait on the Lord   Isa.40:30,31

He is the strength of Triumphant young men who overcome the Wicked One   1 John 2:13,14

443 Qualified to Stand Before Kings   Prov.22:29

  1 Wisdom in the Head—‘a wise servant’   Prov.14:35

  2 Right words on the Lips—‘a servant that speaketh right’   Prov.16:13;22:11

  3 Purity of Heart—a servant that ‘loves pureness of heart’   Prov.22:11

  4 Diligence in business—‘one diligent in business’    Prov.22:29

444 In His Heart

  ‘As he thinketh in his heart, so is he’   Prov.23:7

1 Abraham—Weakness of faith    Gen.17:17

2 Esau—Revenge   Gen.27:41

3 David—Unbelief   1 Sam.27:1

4 Jeroboam—Subtlety   1 Kings 12:26

5 The evil servant—Worldliness    Luke 12:45

W.W.F.

445 A Threefold Confession

  1 The Sinner of his sins   Prov.28:13

  2 The Saint of his Saviour and Lord   Rom.10:9

  3 The Servant of his Sovereign   Matt.10:32  

G.H.

446 Little Things and Their Lessons

1 The Ants—The Wisdom of Preparation    Prov.30:25
    They are wise and reason, ‘Winter is coming’. They are willing and set about preparing their food. They are workers and diligently lay in their store.

  2 The Conies—The Necessity for Precaution   Prov.30:26

They are feeble so need a strong place of shelter. They are hunted so need a place of refuge.

  3 The Locusts—The Secret of Power   Prov.30:27

They lack leadership collectively, yet march in rank. They lack strength individually, yet work in unity.

  4 The Lizards—The Triumph of Preservation    Prov.30:28

  ‘The lizard you can take in your hands’ (R.S.V.). Not even the king’s servants will kill a lizard because lizards destroy harmful insects.

447 The Book of Ecclesiastes

Key-verse—‘All is vanity and vexation of spirit’

Key-phrase—‘Under the sun’

Words for ‘man’—Adam, red earth—40 times. Ish, strong, masculine man—6 times. Enosh, mortal man—twice.

Words for ‘fool’—Kesil, impious fool—16 times. Saka, stupid person—4 times

MAIN THEME OF THE BOOK—What is good ‘under the sun’ for men at all times and in all places.

ECCLESIASTES—was written by Solomon probably when he was near the end of his days and had made proof of everything the world can provide for man’s benefit and pleasure.

THERE ARE THREE SECTIONS IN THE BOOK—

  1 The Problem Stated   ch.1:1-11

  2 The Problem Studied  ch.1:12-9:6

  3 The Problem Solved   ch.9:7-12:14

448 Nature of Things Under the Sun  Eccles.1:2

  1 Vain—‘all is vanity’  Eccles.1:2;2:11;2:23;2:26

  2 Transient—‘One generation passeth away and another generation cometh’  Eccles.1:4

  3 Restless—‘the wind—whirleth about continually’  Eccles.1:6

  4 Unsatisfying—‘the wind—whirleth about continually’  Eccles.1:6

  5 Recurring—‘it hath already been of old time’  Eccles.1:9,10

449 Men in the World

  1 The Unsatisfied man—looking for entertainment for his eyes and ears   Eccles.1:7,8

  2 The Affluent man—possessing house and lands, yet unsatisfied  Eccles.2:1-11

  3 The Bookworm—intent on acquiring knowledge  Eccles.2:12-22

  4 The Selfish Bachelor—hoarding wealth for himself  Eccles.4:7,8

  5 The Sleepless Rich—afraid of robbers   Eccles 5:12,13

  6 The Wealthy Invalid—lacking the health to enjoy his riches  Eccles.6:1,2

  7 The Upstart—reversal of the social order  Eccles.10:5-7

  8 The Aged and Infirm—tottering to his grave   Eccles.12:1-7

450 The Work of God

‘I know’—the Knowledge of man’s ways  Eccles.3:12

‘I know’—the knowledge of God’s work  Eccles.3:14

GOD’S WORK—

  1 There is Permanence in it—‘it shall be for ever’  Eccles.3:14

In Revelation—the Word of God   1 Pet.1:23

In Redemption—the Work of Christ   Heb.10:12

In Regeneration—the Work of the Spirit   John 3:5; 10:28

  2 There is Perfection in it—‘nothing can be put to it’  Eccles.3:14

‘nothing can be taken from it’   Eccles.3:14

  3 There is Purpose in it—‘that men should fear before Him’  Eccles.3:14

Why should men fear before Him—Because ‘God requireth that which is past’  Eccles.3:15

451 The Better Things

  1 A Good Name—better than precious ointment better than riches   Eccles.7:1; Prov.22:1

  2 The day of death—for the righteous better than day of birth   Eccles.7:1; Phil.1:23

  3 The house of mourning—better than the house of feasting   Eccles.7:2

(because the heart of the wise is there)   Eccles.7:4

  4 Sorrow—better than laughter because it makes the heart better.  Eccles.7:3

  5 The Rebuke of the wise—better than the song of fools.   Eccles.7:5

  6 The Completion of a business—better than the beginning of it.  Eccles 7:8

  7 The Patient in spirit—better than the proud in heart   Eccles 7:8

(Because pride goeth before destruction and patience worketh experience)  Rom.5:4

452 Four Exhortations   Eccles.9:7,8

  1 Go thy way—

    a WAY FOR THE FEET

    a Way of Happiness for oneself   Acts 8:39

    a Way of Holiness before God   John 8:11

    a Way of Helpfulness to others   Heb.13:16

  2 Eat thy bread with joy and drink thy wine with a merry heart—WORK FOR THE LORD—God—accepteth thy works   Matt.21:28

  3 Let thy garments be always white—PURITY FOR THE LIFE   1 Tim.5:22

  4 Let thy head lack no ointment—UNCTION FOR THE HEAD   1 John 2:20

453 Man’s Soul and its Redeemer   Eccles.9:14-16

  1 Frail man’s Inherent Weakness—‘ a little city’, ‘few in it’  Eccles.9:14

  2 The Arch-enemy’s Incessant Warfare—‘a great king—besieged it’  Eccles.9:14; Eph.2:2; 1 Pet.5:8

  3 The Deliverer’s Incarnate Wisdom—in it ‘a poor wise man’   Eccles.9:15

Contrast—‘He saw that there was no man’. ‘There was found in it a man’  Isa.59:16; Eccles.9:15

He was—

  A UNIQUE MAN—‘Ish’, the Hebrew word used in Exod.15:3—‘Jehovah is man of war’.

  A POOR MAN—‘Rich yet became poor’  2 Cor.8:9

  A WISE MAN—‘all the treasures of wisdom’  Col.2:3

  A KINSMAN—‘all Kinsman-Redeemer—‘delivered the city’   Heb.2:14

  A FORGOTTEN MAN—‘no man remembered’  Eccles.9:15

  A DESPISED MAN—‘the poor man’s wisdom is despised’  Eccles.9:16; Isa.53:3

  AN UNHEEDED MAN—‘his words are not heard’  Eccles.9:16

454 Some Considerations in our Service

THREE ACTIVITIES within the PROVINCE of the Lord’s servants—

  1 Scattering—‘Cast thy bread upon the waters’  Eccles.11:1

  2 Sacrifice—‘Give a portion to seven, and—to eight  Eccles.11:2

  3 Sowing—‘In the morning sow thy seed’   Eccles.11:6

THREE PHENOMENA beyond the PREDICTION of the Lord’s servants—

  1 ‘Thou knowest not’ what evil shall be upon the earth—THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE FUTURE  Eccles.11:2

  2 ‘Thou knowest not’ ‘the way of the spirit’, ‘the works of God Who maketh all’ THE WONDERS OF GOD’S WAYS    Eccles.11:5

  3 ‘Thou knowest not whether shall prosper—this or that’ THE RESULTS OF OUR EFFORTS    Eccles.11:6

455 Youth’s Opportunity

  ‘In the days of thy youth’—REJOICE, and walk in the ways of thine heart, but know  Eccles.11:9

REMEMBER thy Creator WHY?

  1 The Spiritual Senses are keen and undimmed   Eccles.12:1

  2 The Mental Faculties are clear and unimpaired   Eccles.12:2

  3 The Physical Powers are strong and undiminished   Eccles.12:3-5

Then follow figures of failing powers which may be explained as follows:

The keepers of the house—The Arms for protection   Eccles.2:3

The strong men—The Shoulders broad and straight   Eccles.12:3

The grinders—The Shoulders broad and straight    Eccles.12:3

The grinders—The Teeth (no dentures then)   Eccles.12:3

Those that look out of the windows—The Eyes in their sockets   Eccles.12:3

The doors in the street—The Lips and Ears    Eccles.12:4

The daughters of music—The Vocal chords   Eccles.12:4

The Almond tree—The Hair turned white or the Head become bald    Eccles.12:4

The Silver cord—the Breath of life   Eccles.12:6

The golden bowl—the Brain    Eccles.12:6

The pitcher at the fountain—the Heart and its Valves   Eccles.12:6

The wheel at the cistern—the Circulation of the blood   Eccles.12:6

456 The Wise Preacher

  ‘Because the preacher was wise’, we note these marks in Eccles.12—

1 His Perseverance—‘he still taught’   v.9

2 His Preparation—‘he gave good heed and sought out proverbs’   v.9

3 His Planning—‘he set in order many proverbs’  v.9

4 His Pleasure—‘words of delight—acceptable’   v.10

5 His Production—‘as goads and nails fastened by the master of assemblies’   v.11 

HYP.

THE SONG OF SOLOMON

457 ‘The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s   Song of Sol.1:1

The Subject—Love   Song of Sol.1:2,3,4;8:6,7

The Sections—five, the first four ending with a Chorus of Caesura—‘I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem.’

Section 1—The Tenderness of Love    1:1-2:7

Section 2—The Touchstone of Love    2:8-3:5

Section 3—The Testing of Love        3:6-5:8

Section 4—The Testimony of Love     5:9-8:4

Section 5—The Triumph of Love       8:5-8:14

458 The Love of the Beloved (Christ)

  1 The Expression of Love—

‘Kiss me’—Affection   Song of Sol.1:2

‘Draw me’—Attraction  Song of Sol.1:4

‘Tell me’—Instruction   Song of Sol.1:7

The Instruction is obtained—

‘by the footsteps of the flock’  Song of Sol.1:8

‘beside the tents of the shepherds’   Song of Sol.1:8

  2 The Excellence of Christ’s love—‘Better than wine’   Song of Sol.1:2

(Wine is of short duration and man-made; Love is of God and eternal in duration)

  3 The Experience of Christ’s Love—

His Name—an unction   Song of Sol.1:3

His inner chambers—Communion   Song of Sol.1:4

His remembrance—joy   Song of Sol.1:4

459 Where Christ Brings His People

  ‘The king has brought me’ (Song of Sol.1:4): ‘He brought me’ (Song of Sol.2:4) His saints are—

His saints are—BROUGHT UP out of an horrible pit   Ps.40:2

              BROUGHT OUT of the place of bondage   Deut.26:8

BROUGHT INTO a wealthy place   ps.66:12

BROUGHT TO the King’s Apartments—His Resting Place   Song of Sol.1:4

  (Some of His apartments are—His audience chamber, where we listen, His conservatory, where we gaze in wonder, and His observatory, where we look beyond.)

              BROUGHT TO the King’s Table—His regal Presence  Song of Sol.1:12

  (Where we worship and offer our spikenard)

              BROUGHT TO the King’s Orchard—His Royal Provision  Song of Sol.2:3

  (Under His shadow where we enjoy His fruit)

              BROUGHT TO the King’s House of wine—His Rallying Post   Song of Sol.2:4

  (Under His Banner where we are refreshed and cheered)

460 How the Lord Draws His People  Song of Sol.1:4

  1 By the cords of love   Jer.2:2; Hos.11:4; 1 John 4:19

  2 By the Election of grace   John 6:44

  3 By the Cross of Christ  John 12:32

461 Comeliness

  1 The Comeliness of Acceptance—‘I am black but comely’  Song of Sol.1:5

State by Nature—Black like the tents of Kedar, of black goat’s hair

State by Grace—Comely as the curtains of Solomon Ezek.16:14

  2 The Comeliness of Character—‘thy cheeks’. ‘thy neck’   Song of Sol.1:10

(Graces that appear outwardly and are displayed)

  3 The Comeliness of Communion—‘thy countenance is comely’   Song of Sol.2:14

(Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice’)

  4 The Comeliness of Testimony—‘thy speech is comely’   Song of Sol.4:3

(‘thy lips are like a thread of scarlet’—the blood of the cross)

  5 The Comeliness of the Church glorious—‘Comely as Jerusalem’   Song of Sol.6:4; Rev.21:10

462 His Fruit Sweet to my Taste   Song of Sol.2:3

  The ‘apple tree’ (or the citron tree), noted for its Foliage, Flowers, Fruit and Fragrance, is taken as a picture of Christ, the Beloved. 

  The Betrothed is ‘under His shadow’ and enjoying the fruit of that tree.

  In John, Chapters 14,15,16,17 Christ’s ‘own who are in the world’ are ‘Under His shadow’, and His fruit is sweet to their taste.

WHAT FRUIT?

  ‘My Peace—to claim as a legacy   John 14:27

  ‘My Love’—to continue to experience  John 15:9

  ‘My Commandments’—to keep and obey   John 15:10

  ‘My Joy’—to fill the heart and life   John 15:11

  ‘My Glory’—to behold and share   John 17:24

463 The Beloved

  1 Listening to the Beloved   Song of Sol.2:8

  2 Leaning on the Beloved    Song of Sol.8:5

  3 Longing for the Beloved   Song of Sol.8:14

H.K.D.

464 The Beloved and His Betrothed

  1 The Visit of the Beloved—‘Behold he cometh’. ‘Behold he standeth’. He looketh forth’ . ‘shewing himself’   Song of Sol.2:8,9

  2 The Voice of the Beloved—but no response from the betrothed  Song of Sol.2:10-13

  3 The Vigil for the Beloved—‘I sought Him,’ ‘I will seek Him,’ ‘Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth?’   Song of Sol.3:1-3

  4 The Vision of the Beloved—‘I found Him’, ‘I held Him’, ‘I would not let Him go’    Song of Sol.3:4

465 The Call of the Beloved and the Unresponsive Heart

It was a call to—

  1 Unexplored Delights with Him. Flower Magnificent to the eye. Songs of birds Melodious to the ear. Figs and grapes Mellifluous to the taste  Song of Sol.2:10-13

  2 Unclaimed Privileges from Him   Song of Sol.2:14

To commune with Him in His presence.

  3 The Unkept Vineyard—to remove the ‘little foxes’ that were spoiling it  Song of Sol.1:6; 2:5

466 My Beloved

  ‘My Bcloved is mine, and I am His’   Song of Sol.2:16

My Beloved—Precious Possession   1 Pet.2:7; Ps.73:25

Is         —Present Possession    Ps.16:5; Heb.13:6

Mine      —Personal Possession   Luke 1:47; John 20:28

I          —Prized Possession     Isa.43:3; Eph.5:25

Am       —Permanent Possession   John 6:39; 10:28

His       —Purchased Possession   1 Cor.6:20; Titus 2:14

D.W.

467 Gardens of the Lord     Song of Sol.4:12

  1 Garden of Communion—Eden   Gen.3

  2 Garden of Conflict—Gethsemane   John 18:1

  3 Garden of Conquest—Of Joseph of Arimathaea,   John 19:41

  4 Garden of Consummation—Paradise of God   Rev.2:7

5 Garden of the Church  Song of Sol.4:12

‘Is there no other King’s Garden? Yes, my heart, thou art, or shouldest be, such. How do the flowers flourish? Do the choicest fruits appear? Does the King walk within and rest in the bowers of my spirit?—Nor must I forget the King’s Garden of the Church. Rebuild her walls, nourish her plants, ripen her fruits.’

 C.H. Spurgeon

468 A Barred Garden   Song of Sol.4:12-16

  A Garden barred but not barren, blown upon but with nothing overblown, a Garden beautified and its Owner satisfied.

  1 The Garden Barred—against the world’s influences. Against every kind of impurity. Against every wind of heresy.   Song of Sol.4:12

It has—Perennial Freshness in itself   Song of Sol.4:13

       Pleasant Fruits for the Owner   Song of Sol.4:13

      Perpetual Fragrance for all     Song of Sol.4:14

  2 The Garden under the Spirit’s Breath. The prayer is ‘Blow’: the result is ‘Flow’    Song of Sol.4:16

  3 The Garden bringing Satisfaction to the Owner. ‘I come’, ‘I gather’, ‘I eat’, I drink’    Song of Sol.5:1

469 A Barred Door—Spiritual Desertion

  1 Indifference to her Beloved—‘ I sleep’   Song of Sol.5:2

His is not now the King sitting at His table   Song of Sol.1:12

  nor the Lover showing Himself through the lattice   Song of Sol.2:9

  nor the Welcome Guest in her house   Song of Sol.3:4

  nor the Owner finding satisfaction in His garden    Song of Sol.4:12

  but the Patient Caller waiting for admission   Rev.3:20

  2 Indolence of the Betrothed—‘I have put off my coat; How shall I put it on?’  Song of Sol.5:3

  3 Indulgence of the Betrothed—‘I have washed my feet; how shall I defile them?’   Song of Sol.5:3

470 Fellowship in Service

  ‘Come, my Beloved, let us go—let us lodge—let us get up—let us see.’ ‘HIS DESIRE IS TOWARD ME’—He longs for such fellowship.

  1 Going into the Field with Him—Preaching the Gospel   Song of Sol.7:11

  2 Lodging in the villages with Him—Pilgrimage of the Christian   Song of Sol.7:11

  3 Getting up early to the Vineyards—Pastoral care of the saints  Song of Sol.7:12

  4 Laying up pleasant fruits for Him—Produce of the Toiler  Song of Sol.7:13

471 The Triumph of Love

Song of Sol.1:1-4           Song of Sol.8:5-7

Love’s Tenderness          Love’s Triumph

Love’s Sweetness          Love’s Strength

Love’s Attractiveness       Love’s Achievements

Love’s Gentleness         Love’s Greatness

THE LOVE OF CHRIST IS 

Unconquerable (Amor omnia vincit) ––‘strong as death’ Song of Sol.8:6; John 15:13

Unquenchable  ––‘many waters cannot quench’  Song of Sol.8:7; Ps.69:2

Unfathomable   ––it surpasses knowledge  Song of Sol.8:7; Eph.3:19

Unpurchasable  ––‘all the wealth of a man’s house would be utterly scorned’  Song of Sol.8:7

472 Two Sections in Isaiah

  There is but one Author, the prophet Isaiah: but there are two distinct sections. 

SECTION 1 ––Chapters 1 to 39, corresponding to the 39 Books of the Old Testament, begins with Sin and Transgression in Ch.1 and ends with Punishment and Captivity in Ch.40 and ends with a New Heaven and a New Earth in Ch.66.

CENTRAL CHAPTER OF SECTION 2 ––Ch.53

CENTRAL THEME OF THE NEW TESTAMENT––The Cross

Section 2 has 3 Divisions each of 9 Chapters, each one punctuated by a warning––Chs.40:1-48:22 ‘There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked’. Chs.49:1-57:21 ‘There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.’ Chs.58:1-66:24 ‘Their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched.’

473 A Complete Sermon  Isa.1:2-30

  1 The Lord is the Speaker   Isa.1:2

  2 The address is to the sinner   Isa.1:4

  3 He reveals their disease   Isa.1:5,6

  4 He rejects their offerings  Isa.1:11,15

  5 He commands repentance  Isa.1:16,17; Matt.3:2,8

  6 He announces pardon  Isa.1:18

  7 He warns of judgment to come   Isa.1:20

H.P.JR.

474 A Study in Summaries

  1 A Solemn Declaration   Isa.1:4

  2 A Touching Lamentation   Isa.1:5

  3 A Gracious Invitation   Isa.1:18

  4 A Divine Conclusion   Isa.1:19,20

G.H.

475 God’s Call to Men   Isa.1:18

‘Come now’ ––Invitation

‘Let us reason together’ ––Proclamation

‘Though your sins’ ––Proclamation

‘they shall be as white as snow’ ––Expiation

476 Israel Represented by Four Trees

  1 The Vine—‘the choicest vine’ ––Emblem of Fruitfulness   Isa.5:2

  2 The Olive––‘fatness of the olive tree’––Emblem of Testimony  Rom.11:17

  3 The Fig––‘firstripe in the fig tree’ ––Emblem of Sweetness   Hos.9:10

  4 The Fir—‘I am like a green fir tree’—Emblem of Freshness   Hos.14:8

  1 The Vine—Israel’s Spiritual Privileges

  2 The Olive—Israel’s Religious Privileges

  3 The Fig—Israel’s National Privileges

  4 The Fir—Israel’s Millennial Privileges

477 Jehovah’s Vineyard   Isa.5:1-7

Spiritual History of Israel—‘A Vine out of Egypt’  Ps.80:8

                        ‘the choicest vine’    Isa.5:2

                        ‘a noble vine’        Jer.2:21

                        ‘an empty vine’       Hos.10:1

DEGENERATION IN 4 RESPECTS—

  1 The sap went to wood, not to fruit   Ezek.15:1-4

  2 The vine produced wild grapes   Isa.5:4

  3 The vine had nothing for God, only for self   Hos.10:1

  4 The vine was spoiled by wild beasts and locusts  Ps.80:13; Joel 1:4-8

478 Six Woes in Isaiah 5

  1 On the Business of Self-advancement    vs.8-10

  2 On the Baseness of Self-indulgence      vs.11-17

  3 On the Bravado of Self-will              vs.18,19

  4 On the Babbling of Self-opiniation        v.20

  5 On the Boasting of Self-satisfaction       v.21

  6 On the Blight of Self-Seeking             vs.22-25

479 Great Thrones of Scripture 

  1 Throne of Pride—Satan’s    Isa.14:13

  2 Throne of Holiness—Jehovah’s   Isa.6:1

  3 Throne of Grace—the Father’s   Heb.4:16

  4 Throne of Worship—the Creator’s   Rev.4:2

  5 Throne of Righteousness—the King’s   Matt.25:31

  6 Throne of Judgment—the Judge’s   Rev.20:11

  7 Throne of Life—God’s and the Lamb’s   Rev.22:3

480 Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts   Isa.6:3

The Holiness of Jehovah is attested by—

  1 The Action of the Seraphim—faces and feet covered   Isa.6:2

  2 The Proclamation of the angels—‘Holy, holy, holy’   Isa.6:3

  3 The Confession of the prophet—‘Woe is me, for I am undone’   Isa.6:5

  4 The Presence of the Altar—‘a live coal from off the altar’   Isa.6:6

481 An Impressive Manifestation

  1 Impressive Time—the year the leper king passed away   Isa.6:1

  2 Impressive Way—he saw the Lord, heard the seraphim, felt the posts of the door move   Isa.6:1-4

  3 Impressive Effect—he said ‘Woe’ for himself    Isa.6:5

  4 Impressive Application—then flew one of the seraphim—touched by a live coal from the altar   Isa.6:6

  5 Impressive Commission—‘Who will go?’ ‘Send me!’ ‘Go and tell’   Isa.6:8

W.J.G.

482 Four Monosyllables of the Gospel

  1 Isaiah’s ‘Woe!’—Confession of the Sinner   Isa.6:5

  2 The seraph’s ‘Lo!’—Cleansing from his sins   Isa.6:7

  3 Jehovah’s ‘Go!’—Commission from the Sovereign   Isa.6:9

  4 The servant’s ‘Ho!’—Call of the Saviour   Isa.55:1

483 Immanuel, God with Us   Isa.7:14; Matt.1:23

GOD—His Person—5 Unique Facts—

  1 Numerous wonderful prophecies were accurately fulfilled in Him

  2 His virgin birth

  3 His sinless life

  4 His triumphant resurrection

  5 His powerful influence on the world

WITH—His Presence—

  Not only God ‘over us’ as Sovereign Lord

  Not only God ‘for us’ as Gracious Lord

  Not only God ‘in us who believe’ as Living Lord but God ‘WITH US’ to the end of the age  Matt.28:20

US—His Purpose—us sinners—He came into the world to save sinners 1 Tim.1:15

484 Wonderful Names of a Wonderful Person   Isa.9:6

  1 A Wonderful Person—‘a child born’—Son of Man. ‘a son given’—Son of God. ‘the government’—Son of David

  2 A Wonderful Birth   Matt.1:23; Luke 1:34,35

  3 A Wonderful Teacher   John 7:45,46

  4 A Wonderful Counsellor   Isa.9:6

  5 His Wonderful Works   Acts 2:22; 10:38

  6 His Wonderful Love   John 15:13

  7 His Wonderful Resurrection   Luke 24:22-24

485 Lucifer, Son of the Morning   Isa.14:12

Satan’s Pride and Ambition—5 ‘I wills’.

  ‘I will ascend into Heaven’   Isa.14:13

  ‘I will exalt my throne’     Isa.14:13

  ‘I will sit upon the mount of the congregation’   Isa.14:13

  ‘I will ascend above—the clouds’   Isa.14:14

  ‘I will be like the Most High’   Isa.14:14

486 What of the Night?   Isa.21:11-12

  ‘What time of the night is it?’ Question of the scoffer, as in 2 Pet.3:4. ‘The morning cometh and also the night.’ Answer given by the watchman.

THREE STAGES IN HISTORY AND IN INDIVIDUAL EXPERIENCE

  1 A Cheerless Sunset—Christ crucified   Luke 23:33; 2 Cor.4:4

  2 A Cloudless Morning—Christ coming   2 Sam.23:4

  3 A Ceaseless Night—for the Christ-rejector   John 13:30; 2 Pet.2:17

487 Sure Things in Isaiah  

  1 A sure Place—Christ our Support     Isa.22:23

  2 A sure Foundation Christ our Rock    Isa.28:16

  3 A sure Covering Christ our Defence   Isa.22:17

  4 A sure Supply—Christ our Life      Isa.33:16

  5 A sure Resource—Christ our Confidence   Isa.55:4

488 Wonderful Things

  ‘O Lord,--Thou hast done wonderful things’   Isa.25:1

WONDERFUL THINGS IN THE PAST: Jehovah has been—

  A strength to the poor and needy   Isa.25:4

  A Refuge from the storm    Isa.25:4

  A Shadow from the heat   Isa.25:4

Has made—A Feast of fat things   Isa.25:6

WONDERFUL THINGS PROMISED: Jehovah will remove—

Tears from all faces   Isa.25:8

Rebuke from His people    Isa.25:8

Jehovah will bring Salvation to His waiting people   Isa.25:9

Rejoicing to His saved people   Isa.25:9

489 Other Lords—One Lord   Isa.26:13

  1 Dominion of ‘other lords’   Isa.26:13

   For Israel—Emperors of Babylon, Persia, among whom they are scattered:

For the Christian—Sin, Lust, Covetousness, Pride, Envy, etc. But sin ‘shall not have dominion over you’   Rom.6:14

  2 Acknowledgment of ‘one lord’, ‘Thee only’   Isa.26:13; Zech.14:11

‘Jesus as Lord’ confessed with the mouth  Rom.10:9

‘Christ as Lord’ sanctified in the heart   1 Pet.3:15 (R.V.)

  3 Coming of the Universal Lord, ‘Thy Name’—‘Lord of all’   Acts 10:36

‘King of kings and Lord of lords’   Rev.19:16

490 A Secure Hiding Place   Isa.32:2

  1 Secured from the wind (symbolical of Satan’s power), for ‘your life is hid with Christ in God’   Col.3:3

  2 Sheltered from the tempest (the coming storm of wrath), for ‘we shall be saved from wrath through Him’   1 Thess.1:10; Rom.5:9

  3 Satisfied with rivers of water (in a world which is ‘a dry and thirsty land’ here no true satisfaction is found )   John 7:38

  4 Succoured under the shadow of a great rock from the heat (the trying influences all around us)   Heb.2:18

491 Three Voices of Isaiah 40

  1 The Voice of the Herald, proclaiming Preparation for the Son of God (John the Baptist)  Isa.40:3-5; Luke 3:4-6

  2 The Voice of the Spirit, saying ‘all flesh is as grass’, and proclaiming Permanence of the Word of God   Isa.40:6-8; 1 Pet.1:25

  3 The Voice of the Evangelist, lifted up—Power of the Gospel of God   Isa.40:9-11

‘O thou that tallest good tidings to Zion’ (Marginal reading of verse 9)

492 ‘Behold Your God!’   Isa.40:9

‘Behold your King!’ said Pilate to the Jews—Gospel of Matthew  John 19:14

‘Behold My servant!’ said God to the world—Gospel of Mark   Isa.42:1

‘Behold the Man!’ said Pilate to the people—Gospel of Luke   John 19:5

‘Behold your God!’ said (says) the Evangelist to all men Gospel of John   Isa.40:9

He has—

  THE TENDERNESS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD   Isa.40:11

  THE OMNIPOTENCE OF THE GREAT CREATOR   Isa.40:12

  THE WISDOM OF THE WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR   Isa.40:13,14

  THE MAJESTY OF THE MIGHTY POTENTATE    Isa.40:15

493 Waiting Upon the Lord   Isa.40:31

How to wait upon the Lord—

  Silently to Enjoy Communion  Ps.62:1 (Margin)

  Patiently to Make Petition   Ps.40:1

  Observantly to Hear Instruction  Prov.8:33,34

  Expectantly to Find Protection   Isa.33:2

  Obediently to Receive Direction  Ps.25:5

494 Renewed Strength

‘They that wait upon the Lord shall change their strength’   Isa.40:31

  1 The Source from which we Derive this strength, ‘the Everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator’   Isa.40:28

  2 The Secret for those who Desire this strength, ‘Wait upon the Lord’   Isa.40:31

  3 The Spheres in which to Display this strength—In the Atmosphere of Heaven—‘mount up’   Eph.2:6

  In the Arena of Faith—‘run’    Heb.12:1,2

  In the Avenues of Daily life—‘walk’    Eph.4:1

Thus we—

  OBTAIN FRESH STRENGTH FOR EACH NEW LFNGTH, ATTAIN NEW HEIGHTS IN LOFIY FLIGHTS, MAINTAIN THE PACE THROUGHOUT THE RACE, SUSTAIN THE LOAD ALONG THE ROAD

495 Helping Others   Isa.41:6-8

  1 Employment—‘they helped every one his neighbour’   Isa.41:6

                 ‘in Christ Jesus’    Rom.16:3

                 ‘by prayer’        2 Cor.1:11

                 ‘to the truth’       3 John 8

  2 Encouragement—‘the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith’   2 Chron.35:2

  3 Efficiency—‘he fastened it—that it should not be moved’   Isa.41:7

496 Seven Perfect Assurances—Seven Perfect Replies

From my Lord to me    Isa.41:10     From me to my Lord   Ps.23:4-6

  1 Fear thou not                      1 Yea, thought I walk, etc.

  2 For I am with thee                  2 For Thou art with me

  3 Be not dismayed                   3 Thy rod, etc.—comfort me

  4 For I am thy God                   4 Thou preparest a table, etc.

  5 I will strengthen thee             5 Thou anointest my HEAD (Christ), my cup runneth over (Spirit’s Fulness)

  6 Yea, I will help thee              6 Surely goodness and mercy, etc.

  7 Yea, I will uphold thee            7 And I will dwell…for ever

H.J.B.

497 Prophets and Prophecy   Isa.41:21-29

  ‘God—spake in time past to our fathers by the prophets’  Heb.1:1

  ‘The Lord said unto Moses, Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet’  Exod.7:1

A PROPHET—from the Greek ‘pro’ and ‘phemi’—is one who speaks instead of another, a Spokesman for God

  PROPHET’S QUALIFICATIONS—the Authority to say what God reveals, and the Ability to give utterance to the revelation

  TWO KINDS OF PROPHETS—Those who had the gift of prophecy, and those who, possessing the gift, were in the prophetic Office

PROPHECY—

  1 Its Purpose—Proof of Divine Inspiration   Isa.41:21-23

The first recorded prediction was spoken by God direct

  2 Its Scope—In the Old Testament—Messiah, the Jews and the Gentile nations

  3 Its Uses—To reveal God’s Plan to instruct men’s minds. To warn and comfort the hearts of God’s people

498 Jehovah’s Servant

  In the Second Section of Isaiah Messiah is portrayed 3 times as Jehovah’s Servant and 3 times as the ‘Arm of the Lord’

  1 The Servant Prophet   Isa.42:1-4

  2 The Servant Priest, making. Atonement for our sins, Amends for our trespasses   Isa.53:1-12

  3 The Servant King, Exalted, Extolled and Eminent   Isa.52:13-15

499 The Perfect Servant

  1 The Father’s Delight   Isa.42:1; Matt.3:17

  2 The Spirit-filled Man   Isa.42:1;Matt.3;16

  3 The Unobtrusive Teacher  Isa.42:2; Matt.12:19

  4 The Considerate Master  Isa.42:3; Matt.12:20

  5 The Infallible Conqueror   Isa.42:4; Gen.49:10

500 Water Upon Him that is Thirsty   Isa.44:3

The Container—the water is in ‘the wells of salvation’   Isa.12:3

The Cost—offered by God to man freely   Isa.55:1; Rev.22:17

The Course—it flows as ‘living water’, emblem of the Spirit   John 4:14; 7:39

  1 The Inflow—Appropriation—God pours it, the Recipient drinks it. ‘Jesus gave her water that was not in the well’   Isa.44:3; John 7:37

  2 The Overflow—Worship—‘She went away singing’   John 4:14

  3 The Outflow—Service—‘She came back bringing Others for the water that was not in the well.’   John 7:38,39

501 A Polished Shaft

  ‘He hath made me a polished shaft’  Isa.49:2

HIDDEN—

  in the Shadow of His Hand—Secret of Power 

  in His Quiver—Security of Position

POLISHED—Hebrew ‘Bara’ is translated—

  Chosen    1 Chron.16:41

  Purified    Dan.11:35; 12:10

  Made bright   Jer.51:11

  Choice     1 Chron.7:40

  Clear f speech    Job.33:3

502 Four Members

Christ is said to have—in  Isa.50—

  1 The Tongue of the learned   v.4

New Testament ref. ‘Never man spake like this man’  John 7:46

  2 The Opened Ear    v.5

New Testament ref. ‘As I hear, I judge’     John 5:30

  3 The Smitten Back   v.6

New Testament ref. ‘By whose stripes ye were healed’   1 Pet.2:24

  4 The Flinty Face     v.7

New Testament ref. ‘He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem   Luke 9:51

T.B.

503 Our Lord’s Ear in Prophecy   Isa.50:4

  1 Digged or Pierced—for Incarnation as Jehovah’s Servant  Ps.40:6; Heb.10:5

  2 Wakened—for Instruction as Learner and Teacher   Isa.50:4

  3 Opened—for Submission as the Sacrifice for sins   Isa.50:5-7

504 The Pit Whence Digged, the Rock Whence Hewn   Isa.51:1

  Once, Sometime, In time past          Now

  1 Disobedient                 1 Have obtained mercy  Rom.11:30

  2 Not a people                 2 The people of God   1 Pet.2:9,10

  3 Enemies                    3 Reconciled   Col.1:21,22

  4 Far off                      4 Make nigh   Eph.2:13

  5 Darkness                   5 Light in the Lord   Eph.5:8

  6 Unprofitable                 6 Profitable   Philem.11

  7 Persecuting                 7 Preaching   Gal.1:23

505 A Bad Bargain and a Great Gift   Isa.52:3

  ‘Ye have sold yourselves for nought’—A BAD BARGAIN

  ‘Ye shall be redeemed without money’—A GREAT GIFT

  Bad Bargains—Esau’s—sold his birthright for a meal   Gen.25:33,34

                Ahab’s—sold himself to work evil  1 Kings 21:20

                Judas’s—sold his Master for 30 pieces of silver  Matt.26:15

The Great Gift—Redemption purchased by the precious blood of Christ  1 Pet.1:18,19

                Eternal Life offered by God in Christ   Rom.6:23

                Salvation received through faith in Christ   Eph.2:8

506 Five Views of the Saviour in Isaiah 53

  1 The Sinless Saviour—‘the arm of the Lord’   v.1

  2 The Silent Sufferer—‘he opened not His mouth’   v.7

  3 The Stupendous Sacrifice—‘an offering for sin’   v.10

  4 The Satisfactory Settlement He effected ‘justify many’   v.11

  5 The Strong Son of God—‘a portion with the great’ and ‘the spoil with the strong’   v.12

507 The Subject to Isaiah 53

  ‘He began at the same Scripture, and preached unto him Jesus’  Acts 8:35

1 The Sensitive One—a tender plant   v.2

2 The Sorrowing One—a Man of sorrows   v.3

3 The Smitten One—smitten of God     v.4

4 The Suffering One—He was wounded   v.5

5 The Sin-bearing One—the Lord hath laid on Him   v.6

6 The Silent One—He opened not His mouth   v.7

7 The Stricken One—the stroke was upon Him   v.8

8 The Sincere One—No deceit in His mouth   v.9

9 The Submissive One—It pleased the Lord to bruise Him   v.10

10 The Satisfied One—He shall be satisfied   v.11

11 The Successful One—He shall divide the spoil   v.12

H.K.D.

508 Christ’s Sufferings

  1 Christ’s Sufferings from men—Hatred   Isa.53:3

  2 Christ’s Sufferings with men—Sympathy   Isa.53:4

  3 Christ’s Sufferings for men—Atonement   Isa.53:5

W.W.F.

509 The Vicarious Suffering of Christ   Isa.53:5

For Our Transgressions, Sins of Commission—He was Wounded  Isa.53:5

For Our Iniquities, Sins of Crookedness—He was bruised   Isa.53:10

For Our Peace, the Reconciliation of enemies—He was chastised  Zech.13:7

For Our Healing, the Salvation of our souls—He was beaten with stripes  Matt.27:26

510 Jeremiah’s Times and Ours

Four Pairs—illustrating conditions in Jeremiah’s day

  1 Two Marred Things—A Linen Girdle—the Priesthood   Jer.13:1,7

                       A Potter’s Vessel—the People   Jer.18:4

  2 Two Preachers—Jeremiah who spoke the words of the Lord   Jer.2:1

                   Pashur who ‘prophesied lies’  Jer.20:6

  3 Two Kings—father and son—Josiah repented at God’s Word   2 Kings 22:19

                            Jehoiakim destroyed the scroll—God’s Word   Jer.36:22,23

  4 Two Brothers—Baruch who served humbly as Jeremiah’s secretary—Jer.36:1-6

                      Seraiah in high places, serving the king of Judah  Jer.51:59

511 The Prophet’s Call to Preach   Jer.1

Two Great and Godly Men—Jeremiah—Whom Jehovah appoints—Words of a young Priest   Jer.1:2

                          Josiah—Whom Jehovah supports—Deeds of a young king     Jer.1:2

JEREMIAH’S CALL—

  1 Jeremiah heard the Voice of the Lord    Jer.1:3,4

  2 Jeremiah felt the Touch of the Lord    Jer.1:9

  3 Jeremiah had a Vision from the Lord    Jer.1:11

Vision of the Almond Tree—Speeding of God’s Purposes   Jer.1:11,12

Vision of the Seething Cauldron—Evil out of the North   Jer.1:13,14

512 Jeremiah’s Questions

  1 Ruin—How canst thou say, I am not polluted?   Jer.2:23

  2 Redemption—How shall I pardon thee?   Jer.5:7

  3 Regeneration—How shall I put thee among the children?   Jer.3:19

  4 Retribution—How wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?   Jer.12:5

                                                      W.J.M.

513 Guidance

  ‘My father, Thou art the Guide of my youth’   Jer.3:4

Provisions for Guidance—by His counsel  Ps.73:24

                       with His eye    Ps.32:8

                       by His hand     Ps.78:72

Place of Guidance—into the way of peace   Luke 1:79

                   into all truth           John 16:13

                   to Thy Holy Habitation   Exod.15:13

Path of Guidance—like a flock  Ps.78:52

                  on every side     2 Chron.32:22

                  beside springs of water    Isa.49:10

Period of Guidance—in Judgment   Ps.25:9

                   continually    Isa.58:11

                   even unto death      Ps.48:14

J.M.H. and A.N.

514 A Message to Backsliders

  1 A loving invitation    Jer.3:12

  2 A gracious promise   Jer.3:12

  3 A necessary confession  Jer.3:13

  4 Additional promises   Jer.3:14

H.K.D.

515 Thus Saith the Lord    Jer.6:16

  To the Wanderer                      To the Weary

1 Stand in the ways    Jer.6:16    1 Come unto Me    Matt.11:28

2 See and consider    Jer.6:16     2 Accept the rest I offer   Matt.11:28

3 Ask for the old paths  Jer.6:16    3 Take my yoke upon you   Matt.11:29

4 Walk in them         Jer.6:16    4 Learn of Me   Matt.11:29

To BOTH—the Promise—‘Ye shall find rest for your souls.’

516 Message to Religious Sinners   Jer.7:2

  ‘The Daughter of My People’ (but not ‘My People’) Jer.8:11,19,21,22; 9:1

1 Their Sin—‘the hurt of the daughter of My people’   Jer.8:11,21

  because of a Perpetual Backsliding   Jer.8:5

  a Refusal to Repent  Jer.8:6

  a Rejection of God’s Word   Jer.8:9

  a False Sense of Security   Jer.8:11

2 Their Sorrow—‘the cry of the daughter of my people’   Jer.8:19

  ‘The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved’  Jer.8:20

3 Their Sickness—‘the health of the daughter of my people’—not recovered   Jer.8:22

4 Their Slaughter—‘the slain of the daughter of my people’   Jer.9:1

517 Not Saved  Jer.8:20

  1 The Progress of Time—the harvest is past   Jer.8:20

  2 The Passing of Opportunities—the summer is ended   Jer.8:20

YET—the Door of Salvation is still open   John 10:9

the Day of Salvation is still present    2 Cor.6:2

the Desire for Salvation is still granted   Isa.45:22

  3 The Peril of Delay—‘we are not saved’   Jer.8:20

Tow Companies of the Lost—Those who are lost and need to be saved   Luke 19:10

  Those who are lost and cannot be saved   Luke 16:26

518 Girdles that may be Marred  

  1 The Passover Girdle—Israel’s, the pilgrim’s   Exod.12:11

  2 The Priest’s Girdle—Aaron’s    Exod.28:4

  3 The Prince’s Girdle—Jonathan’s   1 Sam.18:4

  4 The Prizeman’s Girdle—Joab’s    2 Sam.20:8

The Marred Girdle of Jer.13 is a Symbol of     

Marred Priesthood   Jer.13:7

Marred Pride    Jer.13:9

Marred Purpose   Jer.13:11

Marred Praise   Jer.13:11

519 National Afflictions of a Sinful People 

Five Pictures of Affliction—

  1 The People of Jerusalem mourning   Jer.14:2

  2 The Children of the nobles sent for water, and returning with empty pots   Jer.14:3

  3 The Ploughman gazing in despair on the hard, barren ground  Jer.14:4

  4 The Hind deserting her newborn calf to save her own life  Jer.14:5

  5 The Wild Asses with distended nostrils vainly swaiting rain  Jer.14:6

Two Prayers of the Prophet—Jer.14:7-9; 14:19-22

  The Answers to the Prayers—‘Pray not for this people for good’  Jer.14:11

  ‘Though Moses and Samuel stood before me, my mind could not be toward this people’  Jer.15:1

520 Jesus the Messiah, the Hope of Israel 

  1 His Glory—the Hope of Israel, its Saviour in time of trouble  Jer.14:8

  2 His Grace—a Stranger in the land, a Wayfarer pitching his tent at night  Jer.14:8

  3 His Grief—a Man ashamed, a hero that cannot save—rejected  Jer.14:9

521 Jeremiah’s Prayers

  1 The Person he addressed—Jehovah, the Hope of Israel   Jer.14:8

  2 The Prayer he expressed—Consciousness of what might have been   Jer.14:19

                             Confession of what was—sin and backsliding  Jer.14:20

                             Confidence in what could be, God’s power  Jer.14:22

  3 The Plea of the distressed—on three grounds--    Heb.4:12

                             the Name of the Lord

                             the Throne of the Lord

                             the Covenant of the Lord with His people  Jer.14:21

522 Jeremiah—A Study

  1 A Supplicant—for Preservation   Jer.15:15

  2 Suffering—from Persecution   Jer.15:15

  3 Strengthened—by the Words of the Lord    Jer.15:16

  4 Satisfied—with the Word   Jer.15:16

  5 Separated—from Scoffers   Jer.15:17

  6 Supported against Sinners   Jer.15:20

  7 Sustained—by Promise      Jer.15:20,21

 W.J.M.

523 The Marred Vessel   Jer.18:1-4

  1 Made by the Creator   Jer.18:4

  2 Marred by his sin      Jer.18:4

  3 Made again in regeneration   Jer.18:4

524 False Prophets

  The prophets who are against Jehovah and against whom Jehovah speaks (Jer.23:25-32) because—

    1 they prophesy Lies and claim their message is from the Lord Jer.23:26

    2 they encourage Licence among the people  Jer.23:32

3 they are characterized by Lightness   Jer.23:32

525 Figures of the Word of God

  1 Compared to a Hammer—to break   Jer.23:29

  2 Compared to a Fire—to melt   Jer.23:29

  3 Compared to a Lamp—to shine   Ps.119:105

  4 Compared to a Sword—to smite   Heb.4:12

  5 Compared to a Mirror—to reveal   Jemes 1:23

  6 Compared to Food—to sustain   1 Pet.2:2

  7 Compared to Water—to cleanse    Ps.119:9

JS.FS.

526 a Nation’s Restoration   Jer.30

  ‘Radiant hopefulness falls like sunlight across days of darkest gloom.’

1 Return of Messiah

2 Regathering of Israel

3 Restoration to the Land after scattering  Jer.30:1-3

  of a King after the day of Jacob’s trouble   Jer.30:4-9

  of spiritual health after wounds   Jer.30:10-17

  of Jerusalem and its palaces after being trodden down   Jer.30:18,19

  of Israel, the nation, to God   Jer.30:20-24

527 The God of all the Families of Israel   Jer.31

  1 The Eternal Lover   vs.1-8

  2 The Good Shepherd   vs.9-14

  3 The Unfailing Comforter   vs.15-17

  4 The Compassionated Father   vs.18-25

  5 The Faithful Sower   vs.27-30

  6 The Righteous Redeemer   vs.31-37

  7 The Great Renewer   vs.38-40

528 The Hand of God in History  Jer.32

  1 The Purchase of Hope   vs.1-25

  2 The Rule of the Gentiles   vs.26-35

  3 The Return of Israel      vs.36-40

  4 The Promise of Homes   vs.41-44

God’s New Covenant will be an Everlasting Covenant   Jer.32:40

529 Jehovah-Tsidkenu   Jer.33:16

  ‘The Lord our Righteousness’—

  1 In Pardon and Cleansing   Jer.33:4-8

  2 In Peace and Justice    Jer.33:4-7

  3 In Prosperity and Prestige   Jer.33:9-10

  4 In Praise and Gladness   Jer.33:11

  5 In Performance and Fulfilment   Jer.33:14

  6 In Princehood and Righteousness   Jer.33:15,16

  7 In Priesthood and Sacrifice   Jer.33:17,18

530 Abundance of Peace

  1 The Revelation of it—‘Reveal unto them the abundance of peace’  Jer.33:6

  2 The Jubilation of it—‘Delight themselves in the abundance of peace’  Ps.37:11

  3 The Duration of it—‘Abundance of peace till there be no moon’   Ps.72:7 (Margin)

T.B.

531 Jeremiah’s Secretary, Baruch

  Baruch—means ‘Blessed’ and displayed all the characteristics of the man described in the ‘Beatitudes’.

  1 Employment of a Dedicated man of God   Jer.36:4,5

  2 Encouragement of a Despondent minister of God   Jer.45:2-5

  3 Enrolment of a Dependable messenger of God   Jer.32:12,13

532 The Book of the Words of the Lord

  The ‘Book’ was a Scroll in Jeremiah’s day, not a bound volume.

1 The Making of the Book—the Agents—

  a Speaker, Jeremiah   Jer.36:2

  a Writer, Baruch   Jer.36:4

  Materials, ink and paper   Jer.36:18

  Readers   Jer.36:15

2 The Message of the Book   Jer.36:16

3 The Marring of the Book   Jer.36:23

4 The Miracle of the Book   Jer.36:32

  Franklin D. Roosevelt said, ‘Books cannot be killed by fire; people die but books never die.’

533 Man’s Quests

  1 The Natural Quest—Great things for oneself   Jer.45:5

  2 The Supreme 
Quest—the kingdom of God and His righteousness  Matt.6:33

  3 The Spiritual Quest—the things that are above   Col.3:1

LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH

534 His Compassions Fail Not   Lam.3:22

Jesus had compassion—and touched their eyes   Matt.20:34

Jesus, moved with compassion—touched the leper—and he was cleansed   Mark 1:41,42

Jesus said, I have compassion on the multitude, because they have nothing to eat   Matt.15:32

He was moved with compassion toward them, and He healed their sick   Matt.14:14

When He came out He was moved with compassion towards them, because they were as sheep having no shepherd  Mark 6:34

He, being full of compassion, forgave their   Ps.78:38; Luke 23:34

E.A.H.

EZEKIEL

535 Ezekiel—Prophet and Book

  The Prophet Ezekiel is about 100 times designated by the same name as that used by our Lord of Himself, ‘Son of man’.

  Observe words of frequent occurrence—‘know that I am Jehovah! KEYVERSE—‘That they may know that I am Jehovah’ Ezek.20:12

DIVISIONS OF THE PROPHECY OF EZEKIEL—

  1 Chs.1-5

The Prophet’s Call, introduced by a Time note 11.

  2 Chs.6-24

Predicted Calamities on Judah and Jerusalem

  3 Chs.25-32

Proclaimed Condemnation of Gentile nations

  4 Chs.33-39

Promised Cleansing and restoration for Israel

  5 Chs.40-48

    Precise Calculations—Temple and its measurements

536 Preparation for Service

  1 The Vision Seen—Visions of God and the Appearance of a Man  Ezek.1:26

  2 The Voice Heard—telling the prophet   Ezek.1:28; 2:1-6

                     the People to whom he must go     Ezek.2:3

                     the Purpose for which he is sent   Ezek.2:7

                     the Power behind him as he goes    Ezek.2:8

  3 The Volume Eaten—Hearing and Heeding the Word of God   Ezek.2:8

  4 The Victim Yielded—

the Astonished Victim    Ezek.3:15

the Enchained Victim    Ezek.3:23-25

the Prostrate Victim      Ezek.4:4

the Nauseated Victim    Ezek.4:15

537 Four Figures in the Vision of Ezek.1:10

Four Living Creatures with Four Faces—

  1 A Man (front)—Sympathy, intelligence—corresponding to the Gospel of Luke

  2 A Lion (right)—Majesty, power—corresponding to the Gospel of Matthew

  3 An Ox (left)—Perseverance in service—corresponding to the Gospel of Mark

  4 An Eagle (back)—Keenness of Vision—corresponding to the Gospel of John. 

HYP.

538 Ezekiel’s Roll   Ezek.3:1-17

was to him what the Bible should be to us.

  1 Intellectually he had to ‘eat it’ –get it into his head   Ezek.3:2

  2 Experientally he had to ‘digest it’—get it into his heart  Ezek.3:10

  3 Practically he was a watchman to give warning—he had to proclaim it with his lips                                      Ezek.3:17

The Witness

539 These Three Men   Ezek.14:14

NOAH—‘walked with God’—preserved through the Flood  Gen.6:9; 1 Pet.3:20

DANIEL—‘believed in his God’—delivered from the lions’ mouths   Dan.6:22,23

JOB—‘feared God’—blessed after many afflictions  Job.1:1; 42:12

540 The Work of the Spirit of God 

  1 In Regeneration—a new heart and a new spirit (Life and Cleansing)  Ezek.36:26,27; John 3:5

  2 In Revival of Dead Bones in a Valley    Ezek.37:1

Day Bones in a Vision   Ezek.37:2

A Voice—On first utterance—a noise, shaking and coming together—Conviction   Ezek.37:1

On next utterance—the dead bones lived—Regeneration  Ezek.37:10

  3 In Renewal—Stood on their feet—Stability   Ezek.37:10

An Exceeding great army—Activity and Orderliness

541 The Laws of God’s House   Ezek.43:12

  1 The Law of Supreme Authority—‘the place of His throne’   Ezek.43:7

  2 The Law of Divine Holiness—‘the place of His holy Name’  Ezek.43:7,7,12

  3 The Law of Heaven’s Pattern—‘Measure the pattern’  Ezek.43:10

(Exod.25,9,40; 1 Chron.28:11,12,19; Heb.9:23)

  4 The Law of Priestly Service—must be Priestly (linen garments)  Ezek.44:17,18

     must be Pure (linen breeches)

     must be Patient (unhurried—no sweat)

542 The Waters from the Sanctuary   Ezek.47

  ‘The River of God—is full of water’  Ps.65:9

Rivers of God—

  in Eden    Gen.2:10

  in the Wilderness   Ps.78:15,16

  in the Millennial capital   Ezek.47:1

  in the Paradise of God above   Rev.22:1,2

  1 Waters to the Ankles—‘walk in the Spirit’  Gal.5:16; Ezek.47:3

  2 Waters to the Knees—‘praying in the Spirit  Acts 6:8; Ezek.47:4

  3 Waters to the Loins—serving in the Spirit  Acts 20:19; Ezek.47:4

  4 Waters to Swim in—Spirit-filled life   Eph.5:18; Ezek.47:5

When little of self is seen, there is a loosening of the hold on the earth—life in a new element.

543 Daniel the Man Greatly Beloved

  Daniel—means ‘God is my Judge.’

  1 His Three Names—Hebrew name—Daniel;  Chaldean name—Belteshazzar  Dan.1:6,7;  Heavenly name—Man greatly beloved  Dan.9:23; 10:11m19

  2 His Three Spheres—In Private Life—Firm in Purpose  Dan.1:8; In Public Life—Faultless in Practice  Dan.6:4;  In Prayer Life—Fervent in Prayer   Dan.9:3

  3 His Three Outstanding Qualities—his Faithfulness as a Saint  Dan.1; his Fearlessness as a Sage  Dan.2;4;5;  his Faultlessness as a Statesman  Dan.6

544 Dare to be a Daniel  Dan.1:8

  1 Three Qualifications required by the king—Birth—‘of the king’s seed’  Man.1:3; Beauty—‘well-favoured’  Dan.1:4;  Brains—‘skilful in all wisdom and understanding’  Dan.1:4

  2 Three Purposes at work—The Divine Purpose—‘that they might stand’  Dan.1:5;  The Devil’s Purpose—to make them defile themselves  Dan.1; through their minds  Dan.1:4;  through their mouths  Dan.1:5;  through their manners  Dan.1:10;  Daniel’s Purpose—to keep himself pure  Dan.1:8

  3 Three Traits in Daniel’s character—his Conviction—not to defile himself  Dan.1:8; his Courage—‘he requested the prince’  Dan.1:8; his Courtesy—‘Prove thy servants,’ ‘ as thou seest, deal with thy servants,’  Dan.1:12,13

545 Daniel’s God   Dan.2:28

  ‘There is a God in heaven’. Daniel’s God is—a God Who Reveals His will Dan.28; a God Who Rules His world  Dan.2:28; a God Who Repays—His wages  Dan.5:23-26; a Good Who Rescues—His work  Dan.6:22;  No wonder Daniel ‘believed in His God’  Dan.6:23

546 The Colossal Image of Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

  1 The Description of the Image  Dan.2:31-35

ITS PHYSICAL SHAPE—a gigantic, awe-inspiring human form. Head representing Babylonian Empire. Shoulders and arms—Roman Empire. Belly and thighs—Grecian Empire.

ITS PROPHETIC SEQUENCE—Succession of kingdoms with universal dominion—from Head to feet.

ITS PARAMOUNT SPLENDOUR—Glittering metals, gold, silver, brass and iron that dazzled Nebuchadnezzar’s senses so that he did not retain even a confused recollection of it.

ITS PROPORTIONATE SIZES—Head—Babylon—shortest-lived. Legs—Rome—longest-lived.

  2 The Deterioration of the Image Dan.2:39. Commercially, in the value of its metals. Chemically, in their specific gravity. Constitutionally, in the Quality of its rule.

  3 The Destruction of the Image Dan.2:34. 35,44. The Stone—Christ and His coming kingdom—Smote the Image on its feet and brought all merely human Government to an end.

547 The Kingdom Set up by the God of Heaven  Dan.2:44

It will be Indestructible—‘shall never be destroyed’

  Final—‘shall not be left to other people’

  Universal—‘shall consume all these kingdoms’

  Eternal—‘shall stand for ever’

548 Without Hands  Dan.2:45

  1 Our circumcision is effected for us ‘without hands’—not so with Israel  Col.2:11

  2 Our holy places are made ‘without hands’—not so with Israel  Heb.9:24

  3 We have a house ‘not made with hands’ eternal in the heavens  2 Cor.5:1

  4 Christ is compared to a stone cut out of a mountain ‘without hands’  Dan.2:45

  5 The Antichrist will be broken ‘without hands’  Dan.8:25

(The Lord will destroy him with the Spirit of His mouth)  2 Thess.2:8

T.B.

549 The Fiery Furnace of Affliction  Dan.3:24,25

 WHAT THE FIRE DOES

1 Burns the bands that bind

2 Affords opportunity to display an upright walk

3 Gives a precious experience of the Lord’s companionship

4 Convinces opposers of God’s power and Providence (v.28)

WHAT THE FIRE CANNOT DO

1 Cannot harm God’s people—‘no hurt’

2 Cannot singe a hair of their heads (v.27)

3 Cannot burn the clothes His people wear

4 Cannot leave its smell on them

550 Principalities and Powers

  These are the four great Laws governing the Universe—

1 The Sovereignty of God—‘King of kings’  Dan.2:37; 4:25

2 The Opposition of Satan—‘Prince of the power of the air’  Eph.2:2; 6:11

  ‘prince of this world’  John 14:30

  Comes before the Judge of all the earth as accuser of those who fear God  Job.1:6; 2:1; Zech.3:1

3 The Activity of Angels who—minister to the heirs of salvation  Heb.1:14

  discern the moral state of men  Dan.4:13

  form a heavenly legislative court   Dan.4:17

4 The Antagonism of Wicked Spirits in heavenly places who  Eph.6:12

  obstruct angelic messengers  Dan.10:12,13

  unite to oppose the angels of God  Dan.10:20

  have a part in international affairs on earth  Dan.4:8

551 The Feast to Belshazzar  Dan.5

  1 A Glamorous Feast  Dan.5:1; Jer.51:39

(Millions are at Sin’s feast, monarchs to menials, potentates to paupers)

  2 A Ghastly Fear—when the king saw the writing on the wall  Dan.5:6; Jer.50:43

  3 A Grievous Failure—to humble himself and repent  Dan.5:22,23; Jer.50:31

  4 A Great Fall—‘that night was Belshazzar—slain’  Dan.5:30; Jer.50:32

THE WRITING—

  Mene—Numbered—the days of life

  Tekel—Weighed—the ways of life

  Peres—Broken—the thread of life

552 Daniel, the Man of Prayer 

Daniel prayed—

  1 as a Humble Subject of Nebuchadnezzar—by the Compulsion of a Crisis  Dan.2:18

  2 as an Honoured Statesman—the Custom of a Consecrated life  Dan.6:10

  3 as Heaven’s Suppliant—the Constraint of a life of Communion  Dan.9:3

553 Daniel in Prayer

  In the record of Daniel praying, four Hebrew words are used for ‘pray’, meaning—

  1 ‘Bend, bow down’—He prayed and gave thanks  Dan.6:10; Eph.3:14

  2 ‘make petition’—praying and making supplication  Dan.6:11

  3 ‘judge self’—praying and confessing   Dan.9:20

  4 ‘offer praise’—speaking in prayer   Dan.9:20

The Character of Daniel’s Prayer Dan.9

  His Assurance   Dan.9:2

  His Approach    Dan.9:3

  His Appeal      Dan.9:16

  the Answer he received   Dan.9:22

554 The Touch

  1 The Touch of Restoration   Dan.8:18

  2 The Touch of Instruction    Dan.9:21

  3 The Touch of Comfort      Dan.10:10

  4 The Touch of renewed Assurance   Dan.10:16

  5 The Touch of imparted Strength  Dan.10:18

W.E.VINE

555 The Seventy Weeks   Dan.9:23-27

  ‘Seventy weeks are determined (or decreed) upon thy people and upon thy holy city’   Dan.9:24

  1 The Object of the Period Decreed—To finish, or restrain, transgression (Sins of Commission)

to make an end of sins (sins of Omission)

to make expiation for iniquity (Zech.13:1)—way of Remission

to bring in everlasting righteousness(door of Admission)

to seal up the Vision and Prophecy, because no longer needed (new mode of Transmission)

  2 The Order of the Period Decreed—

Whole Period—70 Sevens of years—490 years, divided into periods. Period of Seven sevens—49 years—from Neh.2:1-8. 

Period of 62 sevens—434 years—till Messiah the Prince.

Period of 1 seven—7 years—still future. 

The present Church period is an interval, when the ‘holy city’ is trodden down by the Gentiles.

  3 The Outcome of the Period Decreed—

During the last period of seven years, still future, Dan.9:26,27 will be fulfilled. 

The Outcome—

  (1) A Commonwealth of Israel established—already fulfilled

  (2) A Covenant with Israel confirmed—Isa.28:14-16—still future

  (3) A Command given to worship the Beast—Rev.13:3,4

  (4) A Cessation of Jewish rites enforced—Dan.9:27

  (5) The Consummation for Israel and the nations—at Christ’s appearing, when ‘that determined shall be poured upon the4 desolator’

556 The Vision Glorious   Dan.10:5,6

  Doubtless a Christophany. There is a close similarity between this and John’s vision in Patmos, when he was ‘in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day’ Rev.1:13-15. Seven Particulars are noted—externals first

  1 His Clothing—Linen—Priesthood of Christ  v.5

  2 His Girdle—Golden—Service of Christ  John 13:4

  3 His Body—Beryl—Perfection of Form   Song of S.5:14-16

  4 His Face—Lightning—His Radiant Glory  Matt.17:2

  5 His Eyes—Lamps of Fire—Penetration and insight   Rev.1:14; 2:2

  6 His Arms and Feet—Polished Brass—Infallible judgment   John 5:27

  7 His Voice—voice of a multitude—Authority of utterance   Matt.7:29; Rev.1:15

HOSEA

557 A Heart to Heart Talk from God  Hosea 2:14-18

  ‘I will speak to her heart’ Hos.2:14 Margin. 

In Hos.2 God is

Pleading with His People   vs.2-5

Punishing His people for their sins  vs.6-13

Promising blessing to His people   vs.14-22

In His words of promise are seen—

  1 His Grace—‘I will allure her and bring her’  Hos.2:14

  2 His Gifts—‘I will give her Vineyards, a Valley, and the Voice of song  Hos.2:15

  3 His Government—‘thou shalt call me Ishi, Husband’   Hos.2:16

558 The Unknown God

‘No knowledge of God in the land’  Hos.4:1; Lack of knowledge of God. Hos.4:6; 6:6; False profession of the knowledge of God. Hos.8:2,14

The God of whom men are ignorant is—

  1 The Living God   Hos.1:10; 1 Thess.1:9

  2 A Righteous God   Hos.4:6; Ezra.9:15

  3 The Creator God  Hos.8:14; Isa.40:28

  4 A Holy God   Hos.9:1; 1 Pet.1:16

  5 A Gracious God   Hos.14:1; Exod.34:6

559 The Indictments in Hosea

  ‘Israel’ and ‘Ephraim’, the people addressed, are the same people, the nation of Israel, the Northern Kingdom, as distinct from the Southern Kingdom of Judah.

  1 A Backsliding Heifer—Declension   Hos.4:16

  2
 Joined to idols—Idolatry   Hos.4:17

  3 A Cake not turned—Hypocrisy  Hos.7:8

  4 Ignorant of grey hairs here and there upon him—Senile Decay  Hos.7:9

  5 A Silly Dove without understanding—Foolish Ignorance   Hos.7:11

  6 An Empty Vine—Fruitlessness   Hos.10:1

  7 A Feeder on wind—Vain Pursuits   Hos.12:1

  8 Professing—‘I am become rich’—Smug Complacency   Hos.12:8; Rev.3:17

560 Words of Confession to God and Words of Promise from God

Take with you—

  Words of Repentance—‘Take away all iniquity’   Hos.14:2

  Words of Faith—‘In Thee the fatherless find mercy’   Hos.14:3

  Words of Entreaty—‘Receive us graciously’   Hos.14:2

  Words of Praise—‘the calves (offerings) of our lips’   Hos.14:2

The Promises of God—‘I WILL’—three times—

  I will heal their backsliding—The Goodness of God’s Activity   Hos.14:4

  I will love them freely—The Graciousness of God’s Attitude   Hos.14:4

  I will be as the dew unto Israel—The Gentleness of God’s Approach  Hos.14:5

561 The Blessings of Revival
Seven Similes in Hosea 14

  1 Fair as the Lily—in the Valley  Hos.14:5; Song of S.2:2

  2 Firm as the Cedar—on the Hilltop  Hos.14:5; Eph.3:17

  3 Fat as the Olive—on the Slopes   Hos.14:6; Judges 9:9

  4 Fragrant as Lebanon’s unnamed trees—on the Slopes  Hos.14:6

  5 Flourishing as the Corn—in the meadows   Hos.14:7; John 12:24

  6 Fruitful as the Vine—in the Vineyard   Hos.14:7; John 15:1
  7 Fresh as the Cypress—in the Woodlands   Hos.14:8

In the closing Dialogue

  Ephraim says, ‘What have I to do any move with idols?’

  God says, ‘ I have heard him’

  Ephraim says, ‘ I am like a green fir tree’

  God says, ‘From me is thy fruit found’

562 Three Great Themes in Joel 1 

  1 An Historical Fact—the Depredations of Locusts  Joel 1:4

(Swarms of locusts followed by drought, famine and other catastrophes)

  2 A Metaphorical Figure—the Devastations of a Hostile nation  Joel 1:6

As a result there were—No Offerings for the Lord  Joel 1:9,13

No Tithes for the Levites  Joel 1:9

No Harvest for the Labourers   Joel. 1:10,11

No fodder for Flocks and Herds   Joel 1:18

  3 A Prophetical Future—the Day of the Lord   Joel 1:17

(frequently mentioned in Joel’s prophecy)

563 The Years that the Locusts have Eaten

  ‘ I will restore—the years that the locusts have eaten’  Joel 2:25

1 The Desolation Wrought—Darkened Skies—Vision of Heaven obscured  Joel 2:2

  Deafening Sounds—Voice of God unheard  Joel 2:5

  Desolate Scenes—Barren, fruitless land  Joel 2:3

Figure of

    (1) The Sinners wasted years  Luke 15:13,14

(2) The Backslider’s wasted years  Ruth 1:21

(3) The Family’s wasted years  1 Sam.3:12,13

(4) The Local Assembly’s backsliding condition  1 Cor.5:7

  2 The Dedication Sought—Sound an alarm  Joel 2:1

Summon a solemn assembly  Joel 2:15

Sanctify the congregation   Joel 2:16; Rom.12:1

  3 The Deliverance Wrought—The Lord’s Promises—

I will send—food   Joel 2:19

I will remove—the foe  Joel 2:20

I will restore—the years  Joel 2:25

564 The Blessings of Restoration

  1 Lost Years made good—‘I will restore the years’   Joel 2:23,25; Ezek.34:26

  2 Sad Hearts made glad—‘Ye shall be satisfied and praise  Joel 2:26

  3 God’s Name made great—‘Know that I am the Lord your God and none else’  Joel 2:27

AMOS

565 Great Deliverance from Great Danger  Amos 3:12

  1 Brought up out of an horrible pit   Ps.40:2

  2 Taken out of the mouth of the lion  Amos 3:12

(Two legs to flee from wrath, a piece of an ear to hear God’s Word)

  3 Plucked out of the fire   Zech.3:2

  4 Delivered from the power of darkness   Col.1:13

  5 Awakened out of the snare of the Devil   2 Tim.2:26

In each there are—

  A Position of Danger. The Possibility of Destruction, and a Plan for Deliverance

566 God’s Five Calls to Repentance

  1 Lack of necessities—Yet have ye not returned unto Me   Amos 4:6

  2 Envious surroundings—Yet have ye not returned unto Me   Amos 4:7,8

  3 Reversal of prosperity—Yet have ye not returned unto Me   Amos 4:9

  4 Bereaving Visitation—Yet have ye not returned unto Me   Amos 4:10

  5 Marvellous providences—Yet have ye not returned unto Me   Amos 4:11

Finally, ‘PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD’—4:12

F.S.B.

567 Be Prepared  Amos 4:12

The Scout’s Motto is God’s Command.

  1 A Mandate from the Sovereign   Matt.24:44

  2 A Message to the Sinner   Amos 4:12

  3 A Maxim for the Servant of God    2 Tim.2:21

  4 A Motto for the Soldier of Christ   Acts 21:13

OBADIAH

568 Obadiah

  Several Obadiahs are mentioned in the Old Testament. The first in order is the Pious Steward of King Ahab, who feared the Lord in the days of Elijah the prophet. The last mentioned is the Prophet Obadiah who wrote concerning Edom, the race descended from Esau. Obadiah—means Servant of Jehovah. CONCERNING EDOM

  1 Their Wantonness Exposed   vs.5,6

  2 Their Wise Men Destroyed   v.8

  3 Their Warfare Unsuccessful   v.9

  4 Their Wariness Condemned   v.11

The Key phrase is—‘In the day’: the Key note is—‘thou stoodest on the other side’.

  1 Taking the side of Israel’s Invaders  v.11

  2 Doing nothing to prevent their being carried captive   v.12

  3 Rejoicing at their destruction   v.12

  4 Gloating over their distress    v.12

  5 Invading their cities and land    v.13

  6 Withholding help from them in their affliction   v.13

  7 Looting their property in their absence   v.13

  8 Betraying those left behind to their enemies   v.14

JONAH

569 Jonah the Man

  1 A Type of Christ in Death and Resurrection

Our Lord boarded the Ship of Humanity and paid the Fare   Cp.Jonah 1:3

Our Lord—One Man—Became a victim for all in the Ship  Cp. Jonah 1:15

Our Lord came forth in Resurrection after 3 days and 3 nights  Matt.12:40,41

Our Lord preached judgment and produced repentance   Jonah 3:4,10

  2 A Sign to men   Matt.12:39; Acts 17:30,31

  3 A Disobedient Servant

in Ch.1 Fleeing from God

in Ch.2 Fleeing to God

in Ch.3 Flying for God

in Ch.4 Flying at God

570 Jonah in Four States 

Jonah means ‘Dove’:

  In Ch.1 A Silly Dove without understanding   Hos.7:11

  In Ch.2 A Trembling Dove   Hos.11:11

  In Ch.3 A Dove sent forth   Gen.8:8-10

  In Ch.4 A Mourning Dove   Isa.38:14

Ch.1 Jonah in the Storm at sea—A Rebel

Ch.2 Jonah in the School of God—A Penitent

Ch.3 Jonah in the Service of God—A Preacher 

Ch.4 Jonah in the Shadows with God—A Learner 

571 Six Personal Questions Jonah was Asked 

  1 ‘What meanest thou, O sleeper?’—Asleep while men were perishing  Jonah 1:6

  2 ‘What is thine occupation?’—A Disobedient servant of Jehovah   Jonah 1:8

  3 ‘What is thy country?’—A citizen of the Promised Land   Jonah 1:8

  4 ‘Of what people art thou?’—A Hebrew, a man from the other side   Jonah 1:8

  5 ‘Why hast thou done this?’—I am afraid of losing my reputation as a prophet   Jonah 1:10; 4:2

  6 ‘What shall we do unto thee?’—Take me up, and cast me out   Jonah 1:11

572 Jonah’s Four Attitudes

  1 On his Back—Sleeping   Jonah 1:5

  2 On his Knees—Praying   Jonah 2:1-9

(even though in the whale’s belly)

  3 On his Feet—Preaching   Jonah 3:4

  4 On his Face—Mourning   Jonah 4:2,3,8

573 ‘Prepared’

  The Keyword of ‘Jonah’ and the Solution of all difficulties.

God—

  1 Prepared (sent out ) a great wind—to turn the backslider    Jonah 1:4

  2 Prepared a great fish—to swallow Jonah   Jonah1:17

(God made it for the purpose)

  3 Prepared a gourd to cover the despondent prophet  Jonah4:6

  4 Prepared a worm—to wither all man’s hopes of earth  Jonah 4:8

  5 Prepared a silent east wind—to cast him only upon Jehovah  Jonah 4:8

GREAT GRACE AT LAST (Verse 11).

HYP.

MICAH

Micah—means ‘Who is like Jehovah’.

574 What is Good  Micah 6:8

  1 To be like Jehovah (Micah), display His character to men—Spiritual Character  Micah 1:1

  2 To do what Jehovah requires of us—Scriptural Principles Micah 6:8

  3 To do justly—Sincere Up-rightness   Micah 6:8

  4 To love mercy—Sympathetic Deportment   Micah 6:8

  5 To walk humbly with our God—Saintly Communion   Micah 6:8

NAHUM

575 God’s People

  ‘He knoweth them that trust in Him’ Nahum 1:7

God’s People are

  1 Harboured in His grace for safety Nahum 1:7; Joel 3:16 (Margin); Amos 9:11 (Margin)

  2 Holy in His holiness for sanctification  Deut.7:6; 14:2,21; 1 Pet.1:15,16

  3 Helped in His strength for suffering 2 Cor.12:9; Acts 26:22; Heb.4:16

  4 Honoured in His fellowship for service  John 12:26; 2 Tim.2:21

  5 Hidden in His presence for communion  Ps.27:5; 132:7; Isa.49:2

  6 Happy in His love for rejoicing Deut.33:29; Ps.144:15; Prov.16:20

F.E.M.

576 Trust in the Lord

  1 The Lord knoweth them that trust in Him  Nahum 1:7

  2 Trust in Him—at all times   Ps.62:8

  3 Trust in Him—for strength   Isa.26:4

  4 Trust in Him—for guidance  Ps.37:5

5 Trust in Him—in the dark   Isa.50:10

6 Trust in Him—with the whole heart   Prov.3:5

7 Trust in Him—even if He slay thee   Job 13:15

E.A.H.

HABAKKUK

577 Habakkuk’s Four Experiences

In Ch.1 the prophet is a Man with a Burden—on the Ground looking round Heb.1:1

In Ch.2 he is a Man with a Vision—on the Watchtower looking out  Hab.2:1,2

In Ch.3 he is a Man with a Prayer—in the Sanctuary looking up  Hab.3:1,2

In Ch.3:17-19, he is a Man with a Song—on the heights looking down   Hab.3:17-19

578 The Just shall Live by his Faith   Hab.2:4

  1 The Place of Trust—the Watchtower   Hab.2:1

  2 The Pledge of Trust—‘it will surely come’   Hab.2:3

  3 The Power of Trust—‘live by his faith’   Heb.2:4

Verse 4 is quoted three times in the New. Testament, with the emphasis as follows:

  1 Who shall live by his faith?—the Justified  Rom.1:17

  2 By what shall the just live?—by his Faith   Gal.3:11

(not by the works of law but by faith)

  3 What shall the just do by faith?—live for God   Heb.10:38

(as did those whose faith God honoured in Heb.11)

579 Habakkuk’s Prayer  Hab.3:2

  1 Revive Thy work in the midst of the years

  2 Reveal Thy power in the midst of the years (Make known)

  3 Remember mercy in the day of Thy wtath

580 Four Themes of Zeph.Ch.3

  1 Failure and God’s Punishments   vs.1-7

  2 Faith and God’s Promises   vs.8-13

  3 Fulness and God’s Presence   vs.14-16

He is ‘IN THE MIDST’

  As the Righteous Lord   v.5

  As the King of Israel     v.15

  As the Mighty Saviour    v.17

  4 Fellowship and God’s People   vs.17-20

581 He Faileth Not—Zeph.3:5

  1 When the money faileth—Times of Financial Stringency  Gen.47:14,15

  2 When my strength faileth—Times of Poor Health  Ps.71:9

  3 When my spirit faileth—Times of Nervous Strain  Ps.143:7

  4 When my kinsfolk have failed—Times of Social Estrangement   Job 19:14

  5 When men’s hearts are failing them for fear—Times of International Crisis  Luke 21:26

HAGGAI

582 Consider Your Ways

  Literal Translation—‘Direct your hearts to your ways’ Hag.1:5 (Consider how you are living)

  1 Unprofitable Lives—Is it time for you to dwell in your ceiled houses?  Hag.1:4

  2 Unproductive Labour—Ye have sown much and bring in little   Hag.1:6

  3 Unprovided Livelihood—Ye are not filled: there is none warm   Ha.1:6

  4 Unpredictable Losses—Wages—in a bag with holes  Hag.1:6

Consider what you should do (Hag.1:7)—

  1 Go up to the mountain   Hag.1:8

  2 Bring down materials    Hag.1:8

  3 Build God’s House     Hag.1:8

  4 Glorify the Lord        Hag.1:8

583 The Lord’s Message Through Haggai

  ‘The Lord’s Messenger in the Lord’s Message’   Hag.1:13

1 An Expostulation   1:2-11

2 An Exhortation    2:3-9

3 An Encouragement  2:15-19

CONSIDER (Lay to heart)

  What God has done   2:15-17

  What God can do     2:18

  What God will do     2:18,19

ZECHARIAH

584 Messages from the Lord of Hosts

Zechariah—mean’s ‘Whom Jehovah remembers’.

This book, of fourteen chapters, contains three sections after the Introductory verses (1-17).

  1:7-6:15 Pictures and their Messages

  7:1-8:23 Problems and their Answers

  9:1-14:21 Prophecies and their Meaning

The Messages in he first six chapters are connected with their Visions or Symbols.

CHARACTER OF THE MESSAGE           FAILURES IN ISRAEL

1 Call to Repent                        Failure of the fathers

2 Message of hope                     Failure of the nation

3 Word of assurance                    Failure of the exiles

4 Promise of Cleansing                 Failure of the priests

5 Prediction of Blessing to come         Failure of the builders

6 Note of warning                      Failure of those who had returned

7 Preview of Coming Glory              No Failure

KEYWORD              Reference

1 TURN                Zech.1:2-6

2 COMFORT            Zech.1:14-17

3 SURE                Zech.2:4-13

4 KEEP                Zech.3:7-10

5 GRACE              Zech.4:6-10

6 ENTER              Zech.5:3,4

7 BUILD               Zech.6:9-15

585 A Brand Plucked from the Fire

In Zech.3 three persons are introduced—

  1 Joshua the high priest—the Accused   Zech.3:1

  2 Satan standing by—the Adversary     Zech.3:1

  3 The Lord—Jehovah—the Advocate    Zech.3:1,2

Joshua is—

  Rescued from the fire—as a Brand

  Restored to his office—as a Priest

  Recognized by the people—as a Sign

For this he was—

  1 Chosen—a brand plucked out of the fire   Zech.3:2

  2 Cleansed—I have caused thine iniquity to pass  Zech.3:4

  3 Clothed—they—clothed him with garments   Zech.3:5

  4 Crowned—they set a fair mitre (turban) upon this head   Zech.3:5

  5 Conditioned—if thou wilt walk in my ways  Zech.3:7

  6 Commissioned—thou shalt judge—and keep  Zech.3:7

  7 Compassed about—I will give thee places to walk   Zech.3:7

586 The Branch

  1 My Servant the Branch—Christ in Mark’s Gospel   Zech.3:8

  2 The Man whose name is the Branch—Christ in Luke’s Gospel  Zech.6:22

  3 The Branch of Jehovah—Christ in John’s Gospel  Isa.4:2

  4 The Branch out of Jesse’s roots—Christ in Matthew’s Gospel  Isa.11:1

587 The Golden Bowl  Zech.4:2

In Zech.4—

  A Question—‘Who hath despised the day of small things?’   v.10

  An Answer—‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit’   v.6

  A Vision—A Lampstand all of gold   v.2

In every era God has had His Lampstands of testimony, shining for Him—

  In the Wilderness   Exod.25:31

  In the City of Jerusalem   2 Chron.4:7

  In the Land of Judea (during the captivity)   Zech.4:2

  In the World by His Church  Rev.1:12,13

The Fulness of oil to keep the Lamps burning is supplied by the Golden Bowl, Christ.

The Golden Bowel—

  1 Represented the Lord ( Adonai ) of the whole earth   Zech.4:14; Acts 10:36

  2 Was entirely of Gold—Christ’s Preciousness   Col.1:12-16; 1 Pet.2:7

  3 Was on the top—Christ’s Pre-eminence   Col.1:17,18

  4 Was always full—Christ’s Fulness   Col.1:19; 2:3,8,9

  5 Supplied every lamp from its fulness   Col.2:10; John 1:16

  6 Supplied the oil through golden pipes  2 Pet.1:4

(Partakers of the divine nature)

  7 Maintained supplies from the two olive trees   Zech.4:5,6,12,14

(sons of oil—‘by My Spirit’)

588 The Great Builder   Zech.6:9-15

‘He shall build the temple of the Lord’

1 The Builder’s Name—the Branch   Zech.6:12; Luke 1:78

  (Dayspring=Branch)

2 The Builder’s Activities—in Creation   Prov.8:30

  in the Church    Matt.16:18

3 The Builder’s Glory—a priest on His throne   Zech.6:13; Eph.3:8

4 The Builder’s Counsel—Peace   Zech.6:13; Eph.2:14

  (breaking down the middle wall of partition and making both one )

589 Fasts Changed to Feasts

  1 Character of the Fasts—not fasts to the Lord   Zech.7:3,5

  2 Cause of the Fasts—the Lord’s punishment for sin   Zech.7:11-14

  3 Cessation of the Fasts   Zech.8:9-13, 14-17

Conditions—A right relationship to God and to one another)

  4 Change of Fasts to Feasts    Zech.8:19

The letter E breaks up Fasts and makes them Feasts: and E stands for Enlightenment, Emancipation and Enjoyment.

590 False Shepherds   Zech.10:3; 11:5

The Flock of Israel was—

  Unfed    Zech.10:3; Mark 6:34

  Unprotected   Zech.11:7; John 10:12

(Flock of slaughter)

  Unprovided for   Zech.11:7; Matt.14:15,16

The Reasons—

  1 Their Possessors, the Roman power—slew them   Zech.11:5

  2 Their Vendors, Judah’s civil rulers—sold them   Zech.11:5

  3 Their Shepherds, The Jewish religious leaders, did not pity them  Zech.11:5

591 The True Shepherd   Zech.11:12-14; 13:7

The Lord Jesus Christ is—

  1 The Shepherd of Israel   Ps.80:1 Matt.15:24

  2 The Good Shepherd   John 10:11

  3 The Shepherd Servant  Zech.11:12-14

  4 The Shepherd Sacrifice  Zech.11:12-14

  5 The Great Shepherd of the sheep   Heb.13:20

  6 The Chief Shepherd   1 Pet.5:4

  7 The Shepherd King   Zech.9:9; Matt.2:6

The Shepherd’s Two Staves—

  ‘His rod and His staff’   Ps.23:4; BEAUTY—the Beauty of Holiness  Zech.11:10;  BANDS—the Bands of Harmony   Zech.11:14

592 Holiness Unto the Lord   Zech.14:9,20,21

One Holy Lord—‘I sanctify myself’   John 17:19

One Holy people—‘Sanctify them’   John 17:17; 1 Pet.2:9

HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD—on 

  1 The Bells (or Bridles) of the horses—Public life holy—Horse—animal of travel and war—Holy Walk and Warfare

  2 The Pots of the Lord’s house—Worship and service holy

  3 The Bowls before the altar—Ministry of those specially called—holy

  4 Every pot in Jerusalem—Family circle and Domestic life holy

593 God’s Messengers

Malachi—means ‘My Messenger’.

  1 The Prophetic Messenger—Malachi. Bringing the Word of the Lord to the people   Mal.1:1

  2 The Priestly Messenger—the Levites. Failing to teach the Law of the Lord to the people   Mal.2:7

  3 The Royal Messenger—John the Baptist. Preparing the way of the Lord among the people   Mal.3:1

  4 The Messenger of the Covenant –Jesus the Son of God. Coming to His house and His people   Mal.3:1

594 God’s Love for His People

  ‘I have loved you’, saith the Lord   Mal.1:2

God’s Love

  Declared—I have loved you   Mal.1:2

  Denied—Wherein hast thou loved us?   Mal.1:2

  Defined—I loved Jacob   Mal.1:2

  Demonstrated—Your eyes shall see   Mal.1:5

595 Wherein?—Questions in Malachi

  A rebellious people ask the Lord—

  1 Wherein hast Thou loved us?—God’s Love Denied    Mal.1:2

  2 Wherein have we despised Thy name?—God’s Name Despised  Mal.1:6

  3 Wherein have we polluted Thee? God’s Table Defiled  Mal.1:7

  4 Wherein have we wearied Him?—God’s Providence Decried   Mal.2:17

  5 Wherein shall we return?—God’s Invitation Declined  Mal 3:7

  6 Where in have we robbed Thee?—God’s Treasury Defrauded  Mal.3:8

  7 What have we spoken—against Thee?—God’s Justice Defamed   Mal.3:13

596 God’s Covenant with His People

God’s Commandment given to the priests   Mal.2:1

God’s Covenant established with Levi   Mal.2:4

God’s Curse overshadowing their blessings   Mal.2:2

Because—

  1 His Covenant was corrupted   Mal.2:8

  2 His Holiness was profaned    Mal.2:11

  3 His Ordinances were forsaken   Mal.3:7

  4 His Commandments were transgressed   Mal.3:14

597 The Prerequisites for Priestly Service

The Priest’s—

  1 Heart should fear the Lord   Mal.2:5

  2 Lips should teach the Law of truth   Mal.2:7

  3 Feet should walk in the light of holiness  Mal.2:8

  4 Aim should be to turn many away from iniquity   Mal.2:6

598 Failure in Four Spheres

Failure of Priests and People.

  1 In the Religious Sphere—Failure of Priests and Levites   Mal.2:7,8

  2 In the Social Sphere—Failure of the Husbands   Mal.2:14

  3 In the Spiritual Sphere—Failure of the People as a whole   Mal.3:5

  4 In the Material Sphere—Failure of the Donors   Mal.3:8

599 The Record of the God-Fearing Remnant

  ‘A book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord’s Mal.3:16 Right Condition and Right Position.

  1 In their Heart—‘they feared the Lord’   Mal.3:16

  2 In their Mind—‘they thought on His Name’   Mal.3:16

  3 With their Mouth—‘they spoke often one to another’   Mal.3:16

  4 In God’s Review—‘the Lord hearkened and heard’  Mal.3:16

  5 In God’s Register—‘a book of remembrance was written down’  Mal.3:16

6 In God’s Reckoning—His ‘special treasure’    Mal.3:17 (Margin)

  7 In God’s Record—‘I will spare them as a man spareth His own son’   Mal.3:17

600 Elijah and John the Baptist

  ‘Behold I will send you Elijah the prophet’  Mal.4:5

  ‘If ye will receive it, this is Elias which was for to come’  Matt.11:14

1 Each was empowered by the Spirit of God for ministry  Luke 1:17

2 Each had to do with a with a wicked king and a more wicked queen  1 Kings 19:1,2; Mark 6:18,19

3 Each received from God his daily provision—food and raiment  1Kings 17:4,9; Mark 1:6

4 Each was courageous in rebuking sin in high places  1 Kings 21:20; Mark 6:18

5 Each had a lapse into despondency when his life was in danger  1 Kings 19:4; Matt.11:2,3

CONTRAST—Elijah was taken to Heaven without dying: John was the last of the martyr prophets.
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