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Scripture Outlines (New Testament)

MATTHEW

601 The King’s Credentials of Royalty

  ‘Matthew—Messiah, Israel’s King, sets forth, by Israel slain;

  But God decreed that Israel’s loss should be the Gentiles’ gain.’

(A) SEVEN GREAT EVIDENCES--

  1 Genealogical—Heir to the Throne,, the Promises and the Land  Matt.1:1-17

  2 Angelic—Appearances to Joseph, in the line of David  Matt.1:20; 2:13

  3 Astronomical—‘We have seen His star in the east’   Matt.2:2

  4 Prophetic—John the Herald quoting Isaiah’s prophecy   Matt.3:1-3

  5 Divine—the voice of the Father from Heaven  Matt.3:17

  6 Spiritual—Temptation and Triumph over the tempter  Matt.4:1-11

  7 Miraculous—Healing without medicines  Matt.4:23-25

(B) SEVEN GREAT PROPHECIES FULFILLED—

  1 Emmanuel—by Isaiah (7:14)   Matt.1:22,23

  2 Bethlehem—by Micah (5:2)    Matt.2:6

  3 Egypt—by Hosea (11:1)       Matt.2:15

  4 Rama—by Jeremiah (31:15)   Matt.2:18

5 Nazareth--by an unknown prophet, unrecorded prophecy   Matt.2:23

6 Wilderness—by Isaiah (40:3,4)   Matt.3:3

7 Galilee—by Isaiah (9:1,2)  Matt.4:14-16

602 Witnesses to the King’s Greatness

Testimony of—

  1 the Church by Matthew in his Gospel   

  2 Angels    Matt.1:23

3 the Gentiles (the Magi)    Matt.2:2

4 the Prophets (John the Baptist)  Matt.3:11

5 God the Father   Matt.3:17

6 the devil (the tempter)   Matt.4:11

7 His Jewish audience    Matt.7:28,29

603 Five Women in Christ’s Genealogy

  Only God can bring a clean thing out of an unclean  Job.14:4

  1 Tamar—played the harlot  Matt.1:3; Gen.38:15

  2 Rahab—a converted harlot   Matt.1:5; Joshua 2:1

  3 Ruth—a Moabitess, a foreigner   Matt.1:5; Ruth 4:10,17

  4 Bathsheba—an adulteress   Matt.1:6; 2 Sam.11:3,4

  5 Mary—a virgin, the mother of Jesus, a good and blessed woman, but not immaculate   Matt.1:16; Luke 1:28,38,48

604 King of the Jews  Matt.2:2

  Jesus Christ was born King, not merely Heir to the throne.

1 The Appointed King--   Micah 5:2

2 The Anointed King--    Heb.1:8,9

3 The Assaulted King--   John 19:1-3

4 The Ascended King--   Acts 5:30-32

5 The Acclaimed King--   Rev.19:11-16; Phil.2:9-11

605 The Young Child

  The descriptive phrase occurs nine times in Matt.2. Cf.Isa.9:6

1 Fulfiller of the Prophetic Scriptures   v.8

2 Subject of Astronomical Study  v.9

3 Object of Men’s Worship  v.11

  Note—‘the young child’ (first) with Mary His mother’

4 Centre of Angelic Ministry   v.13

5 Target of Satanic Hostility   v.13

6 Reason for a Nocturnal Journey   v.14

7 Centre of the Divine Plan   vs.20,21

606 Words for ‘Worship’ in the New Testament

  1 Proskuneo—I kiss the hand toward—60 times   Matt.2:2; Acts 24:11; Rev.22:8

  2 Eusebeo—I am reverential, pious—twice   Acts 17:23; 1 Tim.5:4

  3 Therapeuo—I cure or serve—frequent, but not often ‘worship’  Acts 17:25

  4 Latreuo—I worship publicly—20 times   Acts 24:14; Phil.3:3

  5 Sebomai—I venerate, revere—10 times  Acts 16:14; 18:7

607 ‘If Thou be the Son of God’   Matt.4:3,6; 27:40

  1 A TITLE—Son of God, implying Deity, equality with God  Matt.26:63,64; John 5:17,18; John 19:7

  2 A TEMPTATION—If…., command….; If…., cast Thyself down   Matt.4:3,6

(It was within the Lord’s power but opposed to His principles)

  3 A TAUNT—If Thou be the Son of God, come down  Matt.27:40

  4 A TRUTH—He does COMMAND His people’s Love, Lips, Loyalty.

He has COME DOWN—in the Past to Redeem us   1 Tim.1:15

He does COME DOWN—in the Present to Refresh us  John 14:21-23

He will COME DOWN—in the Future to Receive us   1 Thess.4:16

608 The Sermon on the Mount   Matt.5:6;7

The King issues the Laws of the Kingdom: THREE GREAT THEMES—

  1 Precepts—should be accompanied by Rectitude of life—Heavenly Character  Matt.5

  2 Practices—should be accompanied by Reverence of heart—Heavenly Computation  Matt.6

  3 Profession—should be accompanied by Reality of behaviour—Heavenly Conduct  Matt.7

  1 Matt.5:3-13—Inner Qualities of the Heart: Metaphor—Salt   v.13

Matt.5:14-48—Outward conduct in the life: Metaphor—Light  vs.14-16

  2 Matt.6:1-4—Heaven’s Reckoning of our Almsgiving

Matt.6:5-15—Heaven’s Reckoning of our Praying

Matt.6:16-18—Heaven’s Reckoning of our Fasting and Self—denial

Matt.6:19-34—Heavenly Outlook on our Material possessions

  3 Matt.7:1-5—Judging others

Matt.7:6-12—Asking and Receiving

Matt.7:13-20—Seven contrasted pairs—Gates, ways, destinies; Prophets; animals, fruit trees

Matt.7:21-27—Empty profession and Active reality

609 Verbal Accuracy of the Scriptures  Matt.5:18

  Inspiration of the Scriptures and their Accuracy is seen to depend on—

  1 A Phrase—‘yet once more’   Heb.12:27

  2 The Voice of a verb—passive for active  Gal.4:9

  3 The Tense of a verb—‘I  AM’—passive for active   John 8:58

  4 The Number of a noun—‘seed’, not ‘seeds’   Gal.3:16

  5 A Single letter—an iota or a small stroke   Matt.5:18

610 ‘O Ye of Little Faith’

  Four occasions in Matthew’s Gospel when the Lord rebuked His disciples for their ‘LITILE FAITH’.

  1 Because they were worrying—CARE   Matt.6:30

About their life   v.25

About their clothing    v.28

About their food   v.31

About their future    v.34

  2 Because they were terrified—FEAR   Matt.8:26

  3 Because they, represented by Peter, were wavering—DOUBT   Matt.14:31

  4 Because they lacked perception—DULLNESS   Matt.16:8s

611 False Professors who say ‘Lord! Lord!’

  1 Their Foundation all wrong—not on the Rock but on the Sand  Matt.7:21; Luke 6:46

  2 Their Fruit of the wrong kind—not the fruit of good trees  Matt.7:21; Luke 13:25

  3 Their Foresight entirely lacking—not prepared for Christ’s return   Matt.25:11

612 The Centurion’s Faith  Matt.8

It was—

  1 Personally presented   Matt.8:5

  2 Pleadingly exercised   Matt.8:5

  3 Practically illustrated   Matt.8:8,9

  4 Publicly honoured     Matt. 8:10

  5 Plentifully rewarded   Matt. 8:13

H.K.D.

613 Fourfold Assurance 

  ‘Be of good cheer’

  1 Assurance of Forgiveness    Matt.9:2

  2 Assurance of Companionship   Mark.6:50

  3 Assurance of Victory          John 16:33

  4 Assurance of Eternal Sefety    Acts 23:11

I.W.P.

614 ‘Even So’

  1 Of Submission    Matt.11:26

  2 Of Resurrection   1 Thess.4:14

  3 Of Expectation    Rev.22:20

  4 Of Lamentation   Rev.1:7

  5 Of Retribution     Rev.16:7

  6 Of Communion    John 20:21

  7 Of Sustentation    1 Cor.9:14

T.B.

615 The Great Invitation—Come!

  1 Come unto Me—the Person   Matt.11:28

for Rest

for Communion—‘come and drink’   John 7:37

for the Bread of life—‘come and dine’    John 6:35; 21:12

  2 All ye that labour and are heavy laden—the People    Matt.11:28

  3 I will give you—the Promise   Matt.11:28

  4 Rest: ye shall find rest—the Provision   Matt.11:28,29

  5 Take my yoke upon you—the Precept   Matt.11:29

  6 and learn of Me—the Privilege   Matt.11:29

  7 I am meek and lowly in heart—the Pattern   Matt.11:29

616 The Pre-Eminence of Christ   Matt.12:41,42

  ‘Behold a greater’ Israel boasted in—

  1 their Race, of which Abraham was the head and founder

  2 their Religion, of which the Temple was the centre and expression

  3 their Royal Line, in which Solomon was the greatest king

  4 their Revelation through the prophets, Jonah having been sent with a message to the Gentiles

  5 their Resources of wells and springs, Jacob’s well being the most ancient

The Christian’s boast, based on the words of Jesus, is CHRIST, GREATER THAN ALL—

  1 Greater than Abraham in the Pre-eminence of His rank   John 8:53,58

  2 Greater than the Temple in the Magnificence of His Glory   Matt.12:6

  3 Greater than Solomon in the Excellence of His Wisdom   Matt.12:42

  4 Greater than Jonah in the Beneficence of His Message   Matt.12:41

  5 Greater than Jacob in the Munificence of His Gift   John 4:12

617 The Queen of the South   Matt.12:42

  1 A Lesson from the Past—‘she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon’   1 King 10:1-3

  2 A Challenge in the Present—‘behold, a greater than Solomon is here’

  3 A Warning for the Future—‘shall rise up in the judgment with this generation and shall condemn it’   

618 ‘Seven’ in Scripture   See Matt.13

  It has been said that the constant occurrence in Scripture of the number 7 is the result of nothing short of Divine intention. This number has been traced in one form or another in nearly every book in the Old Testament and the New. It is wonderfully associated with the history of the life and teaching of our Lord. Note—

  1 The Seven stages of His history in Phil.2:6-9

2 The Seven characteristics of His wisdom in Prov.3:15-18

  3 The Seven parables in Matthew 13

  4 The Seven prayers in Luke Chs.3,5,6,9,11,12

  5 The Seven miracles in John Chs.2,4,5,6,9,11

  6 The Seven petitions in the Lord’s prayer Luke 11:2-4

  7 The Seven  sayings on the cross Luke 23:34; John 19:26-28; Luke 23:43; Matt.27:46; John 19:30; Luke 23:46

  8 The Seven blessings from the throne Rev.Chs.1,14,16,19,20,22

HENRY THORNE

619 Parables of the Sower and the Seed, the Wheat and the Tares

The first four parables of Matt.13 were spoken by the Seaside   Matt.13:1-35

The first three parables deal with work in the Countryside  Matt.13:3-32

The first two parables tell of seed falling by the Wayside  Matt.13:19

The Fourth parable describes work in the Inside   Matt.13:33

The Fifth, Sixth and Seventh parables were spoken by the Fireside  Matt.13:36

Subjects of the first four parables of Matt.13—

  1 Conflict between good and evil

  2 the work of the Lord Jesus

  3 the work of the enemy, the devil

  4 the seeming triumph of evil, and

  5 the final triumph of Christ at the ‘Consummation of the age’

In the PARABLE OF THE SOWER—there are—

  One Sower   Matt.13:3

  One Field

  One kind of Seed

  One Fertile soil out of 4 kinds mentioned

In the PARABLE OF THE TARES—there are—

  One Owner    Matt.13:24

  One Field

  One Object

but—      

  Two Sowers         Matt.13:25-30

  Two kinds of Seed

  Two Destinies at time of Harvest

620 Parable of the Pearl of Great Price  Matt.13:45,46

  Five active Voice verbs describe the Merchantman’s (gem-dealer’s) activity—SEEKING, FOUND, WENT, SOLD, BROUGHT. The Merchantman is Christ.

  The Pearl of great price—a pearl is the product of a living organism, the pearl-oyster, and is begotten of injury inflicted by the entry of a foreign substance.

Christ—

  Suffered that He might form His pearl—The Oyster  Eph.5:25-27

  Sought that He might find His pearl—The Diver    Luke 19:10

  Sold all that He might free His pearl—the Merchant   Matt.13:46

621 All That He (She) Had

  1 The Merchantman, Christ, sold all that He had to obtain the pearl, and succeeded   Matt.13:46

  2 The younger son, the sinner, squandered all that he had to obtain pleasure, but failed   Like 15:13,14

  3 The diseased woman spent all that she had to obtain health, but failed  Mark 5:26

  4 The destitute widow surrendered all that she had to the Lord, and obtained His commendation  Mark 12:43,44

622 A Parabolic Miracle

Jesus walking on the sea Matt.14:23-31

  1 Jesus alone on the mountain, praying to His Father—His Present Priesthood

  2 His disciples in the ship, sailing to the other side—His People’s Pilgrimage

  3 His disciples, tossed with the waves, facing danger—His People’s Plight

  4 Peter going to Him on the water and beginning to sink—Peter’s Peril

  5 The Lord an ever-present Helper, stretching out His hand—Christ’s Pity and Power

623 ‘Whom Say Ye that I Am?’   Matt.16:15

  1 ‘Thou art My Beloved Son,’  said the Father         Mark 1:11

  2 ‘I am the Son of God,’       said the Lord Himself   John 10:36

  3 ‘This is the Son of God.’     said John the Baptist   John 1:34

  4 ‘Thou art the Son of God,’   said Nathanael        John 1:49

  5 ‘Thou art the Son of God,’   said Peter             John 6:69

  6 ‘Thou art the Son of God,’   said Martha           John 11:27

  7 ‘This was the Son of God,’   said the Centurion     Matt.27:25

  8 ‘Thou Son of God,’         said the Demons       Matt.8:94

JS.FS.

624 The Negatives of the Self Life

  ‘This shall not be unto Thee’ Matt.16:22. ‘Not’ in Greek is ‘ou me’, the emphatic negative, rendered by Rotherham ‘ in no wise.’ Peter’s use of the expression—

  1 The NEVER of Self-pity    Matt.16:22

  2 The NEVER of Self-will    John 13:8

  3 The NEVER of Self-confidence  Matt.26:33-35; Mark 13:31

  4 The NEVER of Self-righteousness   Acts 10:14; 11:8

(an even stronger expression incorporating both particles )

  5 The NEVER of Self-depreciation 2 Pet.1:10

625 The Transfiguration of Our Lord   Matt.17:1-9, 24-27

  There are four accounts of the Transfiguration—

1 Matthew’s—emphasis on the King’s face: Moses the Lawgiver has priority

2 Mark’s—emphasis on the Servant’s livery: Elias the Prophet has priority

3 Luke’s—emphasis on the Prayer of the Dependent Man: ‘two men’

4 Peter’s—emphasis on the Voice—‘Jesus only’: Peter had learnt his lesson 2 Pet.1:17,18: In Matthew’s account—PETER’S MISTAKES—

  (1) ‘Jesus only’—Glorious Isolation: Peter ranked the Lord with Moses and Elias (Matt.17:8):

  (2) ‘For me and Thee’—Gracious Identification: Peter ranked the Lord with strangers (Matt.17:26,27).

626 The Charter of Gathering  Matt.18:20

  1 Divine Place   ‘Where’

  2 Divine Testimony  ‘two or three’

  3 Divine Assembly  ‘are gathered’

  4 Divine Fellowship  ‘together’

  5 Divine Authority  ‘in My name’

  6 Divine Presence  ‘there am I ’

  7 Divine Centre  ‘in the midst of them’

AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

627 Things to Come

  1 The Regeneration of all things   Matt.19:28

  2 The Redemption of all things   Eph.1:14

  3 The Restitution of all things  Acts 3:21

  4 The Reconciliation of all things  Col.1:20

  5 The Restoration of all things  Eph.1:10 

H.K.D.

628 Bethany  Matt.21:17

On the Fig tree, emblem of Israel nationally—NO FRUIT for God’s Anointed  Matt.21:19

  In the Temple, centre of Israel’s worship—NO FELLOWSHIP with God’s Anointed    Matt.21:23

  In Bethany the Lord Jesus found both FRUIT and FELLOWSHIP   Matt.21:17

  He found—a Lodging there   Matt.21:17

  He got—a Hearing there   Luke 10:38-42

  He had—a Response there  John 11:18-26, 31,32

  He received—a Welcome there   John 12:1-7

  He led—His followers there   Luke 24:50

629 The King’s Son

  1 The Murder of the King’s Son—at Golgotha   Matt.21:37-39; John 19:14

  2 The Marriage of the King’s Son—in Heaven  Matt.22:2; Rev.19:7

  3 The Manifestation of the King’s Son—on Earth Matt.25:31; 2 Chron.23:11

630 The Parable of the Marriage Feast  Matt.22:1-14

Five Classes who received the invitation and their attitude—

  1 Those who refused the invitation  v.3

  2 Those who excused themselves (begged off)   v.5

  3 Those who abused the messengers   v. 6

  4 Those who used well the opportunity  v.10

  5 Those who refused the King’s Provision  .11

631 What Think Ye of Christ?   Matt.22:42

  This is a vital question and demands a definite answer.

  ‘What think ye of Christ?’ is the test to try both your state and your scheme: You cannot be right in the rest unless you think rightly of Him.

  What does the true Christian answer?

  1 As to His Person, He is the Person, He is the Revealer of God the Father  John 1:1,2,18

  2 As to His Work, He is the Redeemer of sinners   John 1:29

  3 As to His Influence, He is the Renewer of men   1 Tim.1:12,13

632 The Great Tribulation   Matt.24:21

Our Lord describes it as—

  1 UNIQUE IN HISTORY—‘such as was not—nor ever shall be’   v.21

  2 UNEQUALLED IN SEVERITY—‘except these days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved’   v.22

  3 UNEXCELLED IN PROVIDENCE—‘for the elect’s sake, these days shall be shortened’   v.22

It is called—

  The Day of the Lord   Joel 2:1,2

  The Tribulation the great one   Rev.7:14

  The Time of Jacob’s trouble   Jer.30:7

The Period will have four characteristics—

  1 The Cumulation of Deception and Depravity  Matt.24:5,12

  2 The Culmination of Distress   Matt.24:22

  3 The Curtailment of its Duration   Matt.24:22

  4 The Consummation of the Dispensation   Matt.24:29,30

633 Behold the Bridegroom!   Matt.25:1-13

Christ’s Second Advent—to the True Church, His Bride—‘Behold the Bridegroom cometh’   Matt.25:6; to the nation of Israel—‘Behold thy King cometh’ Zech.9:9,10; to the Gentiles and the world—‘Behold He cometh with clouds’ Rev.1:7

634 Parable of the Talents   Matt.25;14-30

A Comparison with the Parable of the pounds in Luke 19:11-27

PARABLE IN LUKE 19          PARABLE IN MATIHEW 25

Time—After Jericho, before entry into Jerusalem   After entry into Jerusalem

Context—Preceded by a verse on Christ’s    Preceded by a verse on Christ’s 

First Advent                                Advent

A Nobleman going to receive a kingdom   A man taking a journey into a far country

Number of servants given—10   Three Samples of servants given

Currency—Pounds            Currency—Talents

  (A pound is about ￡3-10-0 in value)    (A Talent is about ￡240 in value)

Enemies who opposed are punished      No mention of enemies

The Servants in relation to their Lord—three matters of intimate concern—

  1 The Return of their Lord   Matt.25:19; Luke 19:15

  2 The Review of their Lives   Matt.25:19-28; Luke 19:15-26

  3 The Reward of their Labours   Matt.25:20-23; Luke 19:16-19

The Reward of the Faithful Servants was Threefold—

  Commendation of the Master

  Confidence of their Master

  Commission from the Master    Matt.25:21,23; Luke 19:17,19

635 The Throne of His Glory   Matt.25:31

The King—‘Born King of the Jews’—All the credentials of royalty   Matt.2:2

  ‘Behold your King’—Thorns for His crown, a cross for His throne  John 19:14

  ‘The King of glory’—Heaven’s gates open to receive Him  Ps.24:6,8

  ‘My King’—on the Throne of His glory  Ps.2:6; Matt.25:31

During His Millennial reign—Satan bound for 1000 years  Rev.20:2

  Wicked dead still in their graves   Rev.20:3

  Saints and martyrs reign with Him   Rev.20:4-6

Characteristics of His Reign—

  1 The Resurrection of Life  Rev.20:4,5

  2 The Restraint of sin and death  Isa.65:20; 1 Cor.15:26

  3 The Rejoicing of the New Creation  Rom.8:19-23; Isa.51:11; 65:19

  4 Righteousness established  Isa.32:1; 11:3-5

  5 Reign of peace  Isa.32:17, 18; Ps.46:9

  6 The Regathering of Israel  Isa.43:5; 54:6-8; Jer.29:14

  7 The Restoration of prosperity  Isa.60:16-20; Amos 9:13

636 The Sword of Jehovah   Matt.26:31

  A sword Preventing access to the Tree of Life Gen.3:24

  A Sword Preparing a way of access to the Three of Life Matt.26:31

1 The Smiting Sword—‘I will smite’  Matt.26:31

2 The Slain Shepherd—‘the Shepherd’

3 The Scattered Sheep—‘the sheep of the flock shall be scattered’

4 The Saviour’s Strength—‘After I am risen again, I will go before you’  Matt.26:32

637 He Went a Little Farther   Matt.26:39

  1 To Gethsemane’s Torment—the Cup of Suffering

(Only 3 of the 12 were near, Peter, James and John)

  2 To Gabbatha’s Trial—the Crown of Thorns

(Only 2 of the 12 were near, Peter and John, and Peter not so near)

  3 To Golgotha’s Torture—the Cross of Shame

(One only of the 12 was near, John, and the Lord Jesus went farther than anyone else could go—the Sin-offering)

638 A Question that Demands an Answer

  ‘What shall I do then with Jesus—called Christ?’ Matt.27:22

How was it answered?

  Caiaphas the high priest—influenced by Religious considerations  Matt.26:65

  Judas Iscariot the traitor—influenced by Love of material gain  Matt.26:14-16

  Pilate the Governor—influenced by Desire for popularity   Matt.27:24

  The Penitent Thief—influenced by the Sense of his need   Luke 23:40-43

639 Christ’s Five Resurrection ‘Alls’

  1 ALL HAIL!—Christ’s Greeting to His own  Matt.28:9

  2 ALL POWER is given unto Me—Christ’s Gift from His Father  Matt.28:18

  3 ALL NATIONS—‘make disciples of’. ‘baptizing them’, Christ’s Guidance for His servants  Matt.28:19

  4 ALL THINGS—‘whatsoever I have commanded you’, ‘Christ’s Gospel for His messengers  Matt.28:19; Mark 16:15

  5 ALL THE DAYS—‘Lo I am with your—even to the consummation of the age’—Christ’s Guarantee of His presence  Matt.28:20

T.B. and A.N.

640 Christ’s Five Resurrection ‘Alls’

  1 ALL HAIL!—Christ’s Greeting to His own   Matt.28:9

  2 ALL POWER is given unto Me—Christ’s Gift from His Father  Matt.28:18

  3 ALL NATIONS—‘make disciples of’ ‘baptizing them,’ Christ’s Guidance for His servants  Matt.28:19

  4 ALL THINGS—‘whatsoever I have commanded you’, Christ’s Gospel for His messengers  Matt.28:19; Mark 16:15

  5 ALL THE DAYS—‘Lo I am with you—even to the consummation of the age’—Christ’s Guarantee of His presence   Matt.28:20

T.B. and A.N.

641 Our Responsibility  Matt.28:19,20

Command and Promise—To Abraham—Command—‘Get thee out’, and Promise—‘I will bless thee’  Gen.12:1,2

  To Andrew and Peter—Command—‘Follow Me,’ and Promise—‘I will make you—’    Matt.4:19

  To the Apostles—Command—‘Go’, and Promise ‘I am with you all the days’  Matt.28:19,20

  The Responsibility to believe and obey is ours: Our Response to God’s Ability. Five possible attitudes to Responsibility—

  1 We may Shirk it, because afraid to undertake it.

  2 We may Shelve it, because anxious to defer it

  3 We may Shoulder it, because ready to fulfil it

  4 We may Shed it, because tired of bearing it OR

  5 We may Share it, and be wise in distributing it.

MARK

642 John the Baptist

A DIVINE TESTIMONY CONCERNING HIM—

  1 God the Father’s—‘My messenger’  Mal.3:1; Mark 1:2

  2 The Spirit’s—‘A Voice crying in the wilderness’  Isa.40:3; Matt.3:3

  3 The Son’s—‘A burning and a shinning light’  John 5:35

B HUMAN TESTIMONY CONCERNING HIM—

  1 John’s father’s—‘Prophet of the Highest’   Luke 1:76

(A spokesman for God)

  2 The Apostle John’s—‘a Witness’ of the Light’   John 1:7

  3 John’s own words—‘a friend of the Bridegroom’  John 3:29

643 The Saviour and the Sinner

  1 The Pattern Preacher –giving—Pardon for the Sinner   Mark 2:2,5

  2 The Powerful Physician –giving—Power for the Saint  Mark 2:10,11

  3 The Pilgrim’s Guide –and—Praise for the Saviour   Mark 2:12,14

W.J.M.

644 Christ in the Home

  ‘It was noised that He was in the house’  Mark 2:1

His presence in the home means—

  1 The Exhibition of Fellowship  Mark 1:30; 2:2; Luke 10:38; 19:7-9

  2 The Exercise of Faith  Mark 2:5; 2 Tim.1:5

  3 The Experience of Forgiveness  Mark 2:5; Acts 10:43,44

  4 The Exposure of Fault-Finding  Mark 2:8; 9:33,34; Luke 10:41

  5 The Enjoyment of Fulness from Him   Mark 2:12; John 12:3

645 Three Great Magnets   Mark.4:19

The cares of this world—Distraction

The deceitfulness of riches—Abstraction

The lusts of other things—Attraction 

HYP.

646 Degrees of Faith

NO FAITH—in time of Danger, yet they were the Lord’s disciples  Mark 4:40

LITTLE FAITH—in time of Doubt, yet anxious to venture to Him  Matt.14:31

GREAT FAITH—in spite of Discouragement, and willing to take the outcast’s place  Matt.15:28

SO GREAT FAITH—in site of Distance, and owning personal unworthiness   Matt.8:10

647 The Satan-bound Woman 

  1 Her Condition—had a haemorrhage for twelve years  Mark 5:25

  2 He Concern—had spent all that she had on physicians  Mark 5:26

  3 He Conviction—‘If I may touch but His clothes, I shall be whole’  Mark.5:28

  4 Her Cure—‘she was healed of that plague’  Mark 5:29

  5 Her Confession—the woman came—and told Him all the truth  Mark 5:33

  6 Her Comfort—‘Go in peace and be whole of thy plague’   Mark 5:34

D.WARD

648 From Somebody to Nobody to Everybody

  The woman with the issue of blood was—A NOBODY in the crowd—‘a certain woman’   Mark 5:25

  1 A NOBODY who Tried—many physicians   Mark 5:26

Some of the physicians’ sick sinners are trying—Dr. Reformation, who prescribes Treatment and Transfusions. Dr. Relaxation, who prescribes Tranquillizers.  Dr. Recreation, who prescribes Television, sports and entertainment. Dr. Religion, who prescribes Tabloids and Tonics

Result—‘Nothing bettered but rather grew worse.’

  2 A NOBODY who Trusted—She said, If I may touch--, I shall be whole  Mark 5:28

  3 A NOBODY who Touched—‘she—touched His garment  Mark 5:27

She became SOMEBODY who Testified—‘before all the people’  Luke 8:47

  Why she came, what she did and how she was healed.

649 Three Flocks and Their Shepherds

First Flock mentioned—Disciples of John Baptist—had lost their shepherd  Mark 6:29

  Second Flock mentioned—Apostles of Jesus Christ—came to their Shepherd  Mark 6:30

  Third Flock mentioned—The people in the crowd—were ‘as sheep not having a shepherd’  Mark 6:34

650 ‘Come Ye Apart’  Mark 6:31, 32

  1 For Intercession on behalf of others—the Lord Himself  Matt.14:13, 22,23

  2 For Rest from journeys and toil—His apostles  Mark 6:31,32

  3 For Visions of His glory—His intimate disciples  Mark 9:2

  4 For Instruction after failure—His powerless disciples  Mark 9:28,29 

651 The Feeding of the Five Thousand

Five simple sentences of five short words each, spoken by the Lord Jesus to His servants—

  1 ‘Give ye them to eat’—revealing the Sympathy of their Master  Mark 6:37

  2 ‘How many loaves have ye?’ the Slenderness of their Means  Mark 6:38

( 5 barley loaves, 2 small fishes)

  3 ‘Bring them hither to me’ revealing the Surrender of their Materials  Matt.14:18

  4 ‘Make the men sit down’—the Supervision of their Ministry  John 6:10

                                                         (N.E.B.)

  5 ‘Collect the pieces left over’—signifying the Satisfaction of the Multitude  John 6:12

652 Remarkable Units

  1 One thing lacking—to take up the Cross and follow Christ  Mark 10:21

  2 One thing certain—Once I was blind, but now I see   John 9:25

  3 One thing needful—to sit at Jesus’ feet and hear His word  Luke 10:42

  4 One thing predominant—This one thing I do—I press toward the mark of the high calling   Phil.3:13,14

  5 One thing remembered—The Lord is not slack concerning His promise. One day is with the Lord as a thousand years.  2 Pet.3:8,9

  6 One thing desired—That I may dwell in the house of the Lord for ever  Ps.27:4

  7 One thing not discovered—Not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spake   Joshua 23:14

                                                            W.R.

653 Blind Bartimaeus

  1 His Condition—Blind and Begging   Mark 10:46

  2 His Conviction—Heard of Jesus, and cried for mercy   Mark 10:47

  3 His Call—Jesus called him   Mark 10:49

  4 His Conversion—He came to Jesus   Mark 10:50

  5 His Consecration—He followed Jesus   Mark 10:52

                                           W.J.M.

654 The Lord at His Treasury 

  1 Where Jesus sat—over against the treasury  Mark 12:41

  2 What Jesus saw—people casting in money, the rich casting in much, a poor widow casting in two mites   Mark 12:41,42

  Note—The Greek word—Ballo, I cast—occurs seven times in this story. It is translated ‘cast’ in connection with ‘seed’ in Mark 4:26, ‘poured’ on Jesus’ body in Matt.25:12, ‘put to’ the exchangers in Matt.25:27

  3 What Jesus said—This poor widow has cast in more than they all—all that she had—all her living  Mark 12:43,44

655 The Central Cry on the Cross   Matt 15:34

  Of the Seven sayings of our Lord on the Cross. 

ONLY ONE—the Fourth—is addressed to God by the name ‘God’

ONLY ONE—the Fourth—is a quotation from the Ole Testament prophecies  Ps.22:1

ONLY ONE—the Fourth—was misunderstood by the bystanders Matt.27:46,47

This was the Central cry of the seven—‘My God, my God! Why hast Thou forsaken Me?’

Me  --signifies the Aloneness of the Saviour, as Sacrifice and Sin-Bearer

Thou  --addressing His God—signifies the Alienation that was His was ‘made sin’. The answer to the question—Ps.22:3—‘Thou art holy’.

Forsaken  --signifies His Abandonment in the hour of His agony and anguish: Rejected by His own people, left by His own disciples, and forsaken by His God.

Why?  --signifies the Agony He was enduring while His friends and His God were silent

LUKE

656 Individual ‘Fear Nots’ in Luke

  1 The ‘Fear not’ of Assurance to Zecharias   Luke 1:13

  2 The ‘Fear not’ of Announcement to the shepherds  Luke 1:30

  3 The ‘Fear not’ of Announcement to the shepherds   Luke 2:10

  4 The ‘Fear not’ of Affirmation to Peter   Luke 5:10

  5 The ‘Fear not’ of Alleviation to Jairus   Luke 8:50

657 ‘Salvation’ Hymns in Luke

  1 Mary’s ‘Magnificat’—a Personal Salvation—‘my Saviour   Luke 1:46-58

  2 Hymn of Zacharias—a National Salvation—‘an horn of salvation’  Luke 1:67-79

  3 Angelic Chant—Salvation for the world—a Saviour—Christ the Lord  Luke 2:10-12

  4 Simeon’s Paean of praise—Salvation for Jew and Gentile—‘Thy salvation’  Luke 2:29-32

658 Waiting for His Coming

  The ‘pious ones’, the God-fearing of Mal.3:16,17, called the ‘Chasidim’, were eagerly waiting to welcome the Messiah. The Greek word—Prosdechomai—which means ‘I wait in order to welcome’, is used of—

  1 Simeon (meaning ‘Hearing’—an Attitude). Waiting for a Prophet, ‘the consolation of Israel’   Luke 2:25

  2 Anna (meaning ‘Gracious’—an Attribute). Waiting for a Priest, ‘redemption in Jerusalem’   Luke 2:38

  3 Joseph of Arimathaea (meaning ‘Adding’—an Activity). Waiting for a King, ‘the kingdom of God’    Luke 23:51

SIMEON was ‘just and devout’. Living righteously and godly  Titus 2:12

ANNA was ‘serving God with fastings and prayers, night and day’, living soberly and godly  Titus 2:12

JOSEPH was ‘ a good man and a just’, living soberly and righteously’  Titus 2:12

All were looking for (same Greek word as in Titus 2:13) the Hope of Israel.

659 The Widows of Luke’s Gospel

  1 A Widow who served and worshipped  Luke 2:37

  2 A Widow who was honoured and provided for  Luke 4:26

  3 A Widow who sorrowed but was comforted   Luke 7:12

  4 A Widow who prayed and was answered   Luke 18:3

  5 A Widow who was commended and extolled  Luke 21:3

 W.J.M.

660 Two Couples who Lost Jesus

  1 Mary His mother and Joseph  Luke 2:40-52

(1) were unconcerned at first and concerned later   Luke 2:43,44

(2) were glad when they ought to have been sad   Luke 2:44

(3) thought Jesus was in their company when He was not  Luke 2:44

(4) went back to Jerusalem with sad hearts till they found Him  Luke 2:45

  2 The Two disciples going to Emmaus  Luke 24:13-24

(probably Cleophas and his wife)—one home, one heart  Luke 24:30,32)

(1) were unbelieving until they recognized Him   Luke 24:25,31,32

(2) were sad when they ought to have been glad   Luke 24:17

(3) thought Jesus was not in their company when He was  Luke 24:18

(4) went back to Jerusalem with glad hearts to tell others  Luke 24:33

661 Baseless Suppositions

  1 ‘Supposing Him to be in the company’—the Unconcerned Mind  Luke 2:44

  2 ‘Supposing Him to be the gardener’—the Unenlightened Eye   John 20:15

  3 ‘They—supposed that they had seen a spirit’—the Unbelieving Heart  Luke 24:37; Mark 16:14

662 God’s Business Men in the World

  Busy in God’s affairs, and minding their own business (1 Thess.4:11) but not busybodies in other people’s affairs (2 Thess.3:11).

  1 JESUS—‘About my Father’s business’  Luke 2:49

  2 DANIEL—Faultless and Faithful in business (Hand always time for God’s business)  Dan.6:4

  3 CHRISTIANS—Not slothful but fervent in business   Rom.12:11; Eccl.9:10; Col.3:17,23

663 Jesus the Man of Prayer

  1 At Baptism while praying, the Holy Ghost came upon Him  Luke 3:21,22

  2 After He had healed many sick   Mark 1:35

  3 When His fame spread and multitudes came to hear   Luke 5:16

  4 Before appointing His disciples  Luke 6:12

  5 When He had fed 5000  Mark 6:46

  6 Before telling His disciples He must suffer and be slain  Luke 9:18

  7 When He was transfigured  Luke 9:28

  8 Before raising Lazarus from the dead  John 11:41

  9 Before teaching His disciples to pray   Luke 11:1

  10 When His soul was troubled   John 12:27

  11 When about to leave His disciples   John 17

  12 In the Garden of Gethsemane  Matt.26:36

  13 On the Cross, for His persecutors  Luke 23:34

  14 On the Cross, when resigning His breath  Luke 23:46

664 Followers and Fishers

  1 A NIGHT OF FAILURE—toiled all the night, taken nothing   Luke 5:5

  2 A MORNING OF FAITH—‘at Thy Word I will let down the net’   Luke 5:5

  3 A DAY OF FULNESS—a great multitude of fishes  Luke 5:6

  4 A LIFETIME OF FELLOWSHIP—their partners—come and help them  Luke 5:7

  5 A MAXIOM FOR FISHERS OF MEN—‘Launch out’ and ‘Let down’  Luke 5:4

665 Peter and His Lord  

  1 The Sinner’s Confession—‘I am a sinful ma, O Lord’  Luke 5:8

  2 The Saviour’s Consolation—‘Fear not’  Luke 5:10

  3 The Servant’s Commission—‘thou shalt catch men’   Luke 5:10

666 Forgiveness

  ‘He said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven’   Luke 7:48

Divine Forgiveness is—

  1 Full—Who forgiveth all thine iniquities  Ps.103:3

  2 Free—when they had nothing to pay   Luke 7:42

  3 Frank—he frankly forgave them   Luke 7:42

  4 Final—their sins and iniquities will I remember no more  Heb.10:17

667 Salvation

‘Thy faith hath saved thee’  Luke 7:50

‘Thy faith hath made thee whole’  Luke 8:48

In both statements the words in Greek are exactly the same.

Four Occurrences of the same Verb, meaning ‘SAVE’—

  1 A Sinsick woman received Spiritual Health   Luke 7:50

  2 A Demoniac man received Mental Health  Luke 8:35,36

  3 A Diseased woman received Physical Health   Luke 8:48

  4 A Dead girl received Life from the dead   Luke 8:50

668 ‘The Seed is the Word of God’   Luke 8:11

What the Bible does for spiritual life—

  1 We are born of the Word   1 Pet.1:23

  2 We grow by the Word      1 Pet.2:2

  3 We are cleansed by the Word  John 15:3

  4 We are sanctified by the Word   John 17:17

  5 We are protected by the Word   Eph.6:17

  6 We are edified by the Word   Acts 20:32

  7 We are illuminated by the Word   Ps.119:105

  8 We are converted by the Word    Ps.19:11

  9 We are satisfied by the Word  Ps.119:103
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669 The Perfection and Power of the Lord Jesus   Luke 8

  1 His Power in Discourse—nine references to hearing in   vs.4-21

  2 His Power over the Devil—He stilled the storm   vs.22-25

  3 His Power over Demons—a legion of demons cast out   vs.26-40

  4 His Power over Disease—a sick woman healed   vs.41-48

  5 His Power over Death—the daughter of Jairus restored to life   vs.49-56

670 Life from the Son of God

  There dead people to whom the restored life

  1 Daughter of Jairus, a girl of twelve—an only daughter, newly dead, in her home  Luke 8:53-55

  2 Son of a widow of Nain, a young man—an only son, on way to burial, in the street   Luke 7:11-15

  3 Lazarus—age not known—an only brother, four days in the grave, in the cemetery  John 11:38-44

THREE FACTS COMMON TO ALL THREE INCIDENTS—

  1 Only One Person was able to give life—Jesus, the Son of God  John 5:25,26

  2 Only one way for the dead to receive life—hearing His voice  John 5:25

  3 All three gave evidence of life received—Food for the girl of twelve—‘give her meat’  Luke 8:55

Fellowship for the young man—delivered to his mother  Luke 7:15

Freedom for Lazarus—‘loose him and let him go’  John 11:44

671 Failures of Christ’s Disciples  Luke 9

  1 The Inconsiderate 12—‘send the multitude away’ --Lack of Sympathy v.12

  2 The Impotent 9 –they could not –lack of Power  v.40

  3 The Intimate 3 –heavy with sleep –Lack of Vigilance  v.32

  4 The Impatient 2 –‘command fire’ –‘consume them’ –Lack of Love  v.54

(James and John)

  5 Impetuous Peter –not knowing what he said –Lack of Discretion  v.33

  6 Intolerant John –He followeth not with us –Luck of Tolerance  v.49

  7 The Important 12 –which should be the greatest –Lack of Humility  v.46

672 The Transfiguration of Jesus

Four speakers on the Mount—

  1 The Lord Jesus—to His Father—He prayed   Luke 9:29

  2 Moses and Elias—to the Lord Jesus—‘spoke of His decease’  Luke 9:31

  3 Peter—to Jesus—‘let us make three tabernacles’  Luke 9:33

  4 God the Father—‘to the disciples—‘This is my Beloved Son: hear Him’  Luke 9:35

The voice came out of the cloud, the Shechinah glory

  from the excellent glory  2 Pet.1:17

  from heaven   2 Pet.1:18

  The words were a rebuke to Peter who recalled and recorded them (2 Pet.1:16-18) They seemed to say—‘Why three tabernacles? The kingdom on earth and the Feast of booths have not yet come.’ The TRUE TABERNACLE (John 1:14 where the Greek word ‘dwelt’ is the verb ‘tabernacled’) and the KING are in your midst.’

673 Candidates for Discipleship

  1 The Whole-hearted Scribe (Matt.8:19) Jesus reminded him of the Cost of Discipleship  Luke 9:57,58

  2 The Cold-hearted Adherent (Matt.8:21) Jesus reminded him of the Claims of Discipleship  Luke 9:59,60

  3 The Half-hearted Follower Jesus reminded him of the Conditions of Discipleship  Luke 9:61.62

Looking back—looking to the things behind (Greek)   John 6:66

Contrast Paul—forgetting the things behind  Phil.3:14

THE CONDITIONS ARE—

  Full Consecration to Christ  Matt.16:24,25

  Continuance in His word  John 8:31

  Courage to count the cost  Luke 14:26,27,33

674 Attitudes of Men to Fellow-Men

  1 The Robber Attitude—‘What’s mine’s mine and what’s thine’s mine if I can get it’  Luke 10:30

  2 The Legal Attitude—‘What mine’s mine and what’s thine’s thine if you can keep it’  Luke 10:31,32

  3 The Christ-like Attitude—‘What’s mine’s thine if you need it’  Luke 10:33,37

675 The Good Samaritan—Example of Christian Service\

‘Go thou and do likewise’  Luke 10:37

  1 He went to him—BENDING over him  Luke 10:34

  2 He bound up his wounds—MENDING him (Pouring in oil and wine)  Luke 10:34; Gal.6:1

  3 He took care of him—TENDING him  Luke 10:34; 1 Tim.3:5

  4 He took two pence and gave them to the host—SPENDING for him  Luke 10:35; 2 Cor.12:15

  5 He said, I will repay thee’—LENDING to the Lord   Luke 10:35

676 The Gospel in the Story of the Good Samaritan

  The man that fell among thieves is a picture of the sinner

1 His Ruin—‘went down’—his Direction; ‘to Jericho’—his Destination ( Place of a curse); stripped, wounded, half-dead—his Distress  Luke 10:30

2 His Religion—The priest and Levite—representatives of the Law, passed by but did nothing  Luke 10:31,32

3 The Redeemer—‘a certain Samaritan’, despised, one whom the Jesish lawyer refused to name  Luke 10:33

4 The Remedy—oil and wine: wine to cleanse—conviction; oil to cure—conversion   Luke 10:34

5 His Recovery—Taken care of and nursed back to health  Luke 10:34

677 At the Feet of Jesus

Mary of Bethany, sister of Martha and Lazarus—

  1 Waiting at the feet of the Prophet—to the feet of the Prophet—to hear His word  Luke 10:39

  2 Weeping at the feet of the Priest—to receive His sympathy  John 11:32

  3 Worshipping at the feet of Jesus the King—to anoint Him against the day of His burial  John 12:3

678 The Rich Farmer’s Four Big Mistakes

  1 In planning for himself, he forgot his neighbour   Luke 12:17

  2 In reckoning his goods, he forgot the Giver  Luke 12:18

  3 In reckoning his goods, he forgot his soul  Luke 12:19

(He planned to enjoy his treasure, leisure and leasure)

  4 In counting on time (many years) he forgot eternity  Luke 12:20

679 ‘Salvation’ Questions in Luke’s Writings

  1 ‘Are there few that be saved?—asked out of idle Curiosity  Luke 13:23

Our Lord’s two answers—See that you enter in yourself   Luke 13:24

Many from every part will be saved  Luke 13:28,29

  2 ‘Who then can be saved?’ asked out of Incredulous Concern   Luke 18:26

Our Lord’s two answers—Impossible with men but not with God  Luke 18:27

Even the rich are being saved  Luke 19:9,10

  3 ‘What must I do to be saved?’ asked out of Intense Conviction   Acts 16:30

Only one answer—‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.’   Acts 16:31

680 Parable of the Great Supper

  ‘A certain man made a great super and bade many’—Why Great?

1 Because of the Great reparation and what it Involved   Luke 14:16

  the Costliness it entailed

  the Carefulness it displayed

  the Completeness it revealed  Luke 14:17

2 Because of the Gracious Invitation and whom it Includes  Luke 14:17,21,23

  those originally invited

  the poor, maimed, halt and blind in the streets of the city

  the homeless in the highways and hedges

3 Because of the Glad Proclamation and what in Intimates  Luke 14:22

  ‘Yet there is room’

4 Because of the Grace Declaration and what it Implies  Luke 14:24

  Those who reject the invitation will not enjoy the provision.

681  Excuses a Man Makes for not Accepting God’s Invitation

  1 I have bought a piece of land—his land and its Claims Luke 14:18

  2 I have bought five yoke of oxen—his Labour and its Commitments  Luke 14:19

  3 I have married a wife—his Lady and her Company Luke 14:20

682 Seven Proofs of Discipleship

  Leaving kindred  Luke 14:26

  Hating his own life  Luke 14:26

  Bearing the cross  Luke 14:27

  Forsaking possessions  Luke 14:33

  Continuing in Christ’s Word  John 8:31

  Loving one another  John 13:35

  Bearing fruit for God  John 15:8

  Note—Wives and husbands are not included among the kindred o be left, for ‘God hath joined together’ husband and wife.

683 The Lost Sheep  Luke 15:1-7

  Love’s Loss  --If he lose one

  Love’s activity  --goeth after it

  Love’s persistency  --till be find it

  Love’s provision  --layeth it on his shoulders

  Love’s joy  --rejoicing

  Love’s consummantion  -- when he bringeth it home

  Love’s fellowship  --He calleth together friends and neighbours   

                                                           T.B.

684 A Threefold Parable  Luke 15
  Christ’s Attitude to sinners—‘receiveth sinners and eateth with them’

  Sinner’s Attitude to Christ—‘drew near—to hear Him’

  The Lord’s Parable—

1 A LOST SHEEP—out of the Flock—1% Loss—Lost in a place of Danger

2 A LOST SILVER COIN—out of the Funds—10% Loss—Lost in a place of Darkness

3 A LOS SON—out of the Family—50% Loss—Lost in a place of Distance

  Common Features—In each there were 2 Classes, one needing reclaiming and the other appearing not to need it.

  In each there was—

1 a Loser

2 something lost

3 sorrow over the loss

4 suffering till found

5 satisfaction over the recovery

685 The Prodigal Son  Luke15:11-32

  Five Chapters in the History of the younger son—

1 He was Rebellious—kicking over the traces  vs.12-16

2 He was Repentant—‘I will arise and go to my father’   vs.127,18

3 He was Returning—He arose and came to his father   v.20

4 He was Reconciled—His father ran—and kissed him  v.20

5 He was Rejoicing—They began to be merry  v.24

686 Simple Setting of the Prodigal Son  Luke 15:11-32

  1 The Prodigal’s Consideration of his position and prospects

  2 The Prodigal’s Conviction of his sin

  3 The Prodigal’s Contrition for his wickedness

  4 The Prodigal’s Confession of his wrongdoing and ruin

  5 The Prodigal’s Conversion through his Father’s forgiving mercy

C.R.H.

687 The Elder Brother  Luke 15:25-32

HIS ARGUMENT               HIS FATHER’S ANSWER

  These many years do I serve thee       Son

  Neither transgressed I at any time       Thou art ever with me

  Thou never gavest me a kid             All that I have is thine

       HIS LOSS

  Privilege of sonship despised

  Blessing of Fellowship unclaimed

  Riches of Heirship ignored

688 Three Pairs of Men in Luke

  Two men in Life—one justified and the other condemned  Luke 18:10-14

  Two men in Death—one repentant, and the other railing  Luke 23:39-43 

  Two men in Eternity—one comforted, the other tormented  Luke 16:19-26

689 A Message Never Delivered, Yet Recorded  Luke 16:28

  1 The Person who sent it—a rich man   Luke 16:22

  2 The Place from which it was sent—hell  Luke 16:23

  3 The Punishment that prompted it—I am tormented  Luke 16:24

  4 The Prospect that necessitated it—a great gulf fixed  Luke 16:26

  5 The Petition contained in it—‘send to my father’s house’  Luke 16:27

  6 The People for whom it was intended—five brothers  Luke 16:28

  7 The Purpose in recording it—that men may repent   Acts 17:30,31

The Message was—one of Concern—‘Testify unto them’

                  one of Caution—‘lest they also come into this place’

                  one of Confession—‘If one went from the dead, they would repent.

690 Some Things to Remember

  1 Jesus said, ‘Remember Lot’s wife’—Solemn Reflection  Luke 17:32

  2 The preacher said, ‘Remember they Creator’—Timely Reminder    Eccles 12:1

  3 The Lord Jesus said, ‘Remember Me’—Loving Request  Luke 22:19,20

  4 Abraham said, ‘Son, remember’—Eternal Regret  Luke 16:25

  5 The penitent thief said, ‘Lord, remember me’—Genuine Repentance  Luke 23:42

691 Prayer

  Need for prayer—Men ought (owe it)  Luke 18:1

  Time for prayer—always  Luke 18:1

  Place for prayer—everywhere  Luke 18:1

  Subjects for prayer—all men  I Time.2:1

                                       D.T.B.

692 Desires Granted

  1 Sight for the blind—a Final Opportunity  Luke 18:41

  2 Springs for the barren land—a Favourable Occasion   Judges 1:12-15

  3 Spirit of power for the faithful servant—a Farewell Offer  2 Kings 2:9

  4 Spirit of wisdom for the young ruler—Future Obligations  2 Chron.1:7-10

693 Four Rich Men

  One was Saved—Zacchaeus the tax-gatherer  Luke 19:2,6,9

  One in life—a religious leader—went away sorrowful, rejected the Word  Luke 18:23

  One in death—a prosperous farmer—cut off, forgetting God  Luke 12:16,23

  One in eternity—Dives—lifted up his eyes in hell  Luke 16:19

694 A Gospel Study of Zacchaeus

  1 A rich man—unsatisfied  Luke 19:2

  2 An anxious man—hindered

  3 An earnest man—in a hurry

  4 An obedient man—brought down

  5 A genuine convert—received Jesus

  6 A happy man—joyful in the Lord

  7 A real man—owning Jesus as Lord

695 Until He Come

  1 We are occupied in service for the Lord  Luke 19:13

  2 We show forth the Lord’s death  1 Cor.11:26

  3 We suffer with long patience James 5:7,8

  4 We are to hold fast what we have  Rev.2:25

  5 We should live honestly before unbelievers  1 Thess.4:12

696 Tears Shed by Different Persons

  1 The Saviour’s Tears  Luke 19:41; John 11:35

  2 The saint’s Tears   John 20:11; Acts 20:37

  3 The saint’s Tears  John 20:11; Acts 20:37

  4 The servant’s Tears  Acts 20:19-31; Phil.3:18

  5 The backslider’s Tears  Luke 22:62

  6 The lost sinner’s Tears Matt.8:12; 22:13

 W.J.M.

697 The Gentile Nations

  1 Times of the Gentiles—Political—Dominion beginning with the Babylonian Empire  Luke 21:24

  2 Riches of the Gentiles—Spiritual—Gospel blessing with household of Cornelius Rom.11:12

  3 Fulness of the Gentiles—Universal—Return of Christ as the Deliverer—Israel saved  Rom.11:25

698 The Guest-Chamber  Luke 22:11

  ‘Where is the guest-chamber?’ The same Greek word is translated ‘inn’ in Luke 2:7. There was no room in that guestroom for Jesus at His birth: there was room for Him and His apostles in another guestroom just before the Cross.

  Where was it? In the city of Jerusalem  Luke 22:10

  How was it reached? By the path of humility and purification  Luke 22:10

  How is it described? A large upper room furnished  Luke 22:12

  For what purpose? For the Lord to eat the Passover with His disciples  Luke 22:11

  THE LORD JESUS WAS—the Perfect Host  Luke 22:11

                          the Passover Lamb  Luke 22:11

                          the Humble Servant   John 13:5

  He washed their feet, trained their memories, comforted their hearts and instructed their minds in that Upper room

699 The Lord in Gethsemane  Luke 22L39-44

  1 The Retreat of the Master—Judas knew the place  John 18:2

  2 The Regularity of His visits—went as He was wont  Luke 22:39

  3 The Reason for this visit—He offered up prayers  Heb.5:7

  4 The Reverence of His attitude—He kneeled down and prayed  Luke 22:41

  5 The Resignation of His spirit—‘not My will but Thine’  Luke 22:42

  6 The Reward of His prayer—‘there appeared angel—strengthening Him  Luke 22:43

  7 The Rigour of His sufferings—His sweat was as it were great drops of blood  Luke 22:44

700 Divine Openings in Luke 24

  1 The Opened Sepulchre—to let the women look in  v.3

  2 The Opened Eyes—to recognize the Lord Jesus  vs.16,31

  3 The Opened Scriptures—to expound the things concerning Himself  vs.27,32

  4 The Opened Understanding—to enable them to understand the truth concerning Jesus   v.45

  5 The Opened Heaven—to receive the Lord Jesus   v.51

701 He is Risen    Luke 24:6

  The Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is confirmed

1 By the Simplicity of the Narratives

2 By the Sincerity of the Witnesses (John 20:9)

3 By the Stability of the Scriptures

4 By the Supersedence of the Sabbath, for He rose on the first day of the week

702 Four Heart Experiences in Luke 24

  1 The Sad heart—failing to understand the Lord’s purpose   v.17

  2 The Slow heart—failing to believe the witnesses to the Lord’s resurrection  v.25

  3 The Burning heart—seeing Christ revealed in the Scriptures  v.32

  4 The Glad heart—exulting in the Lord’s exaltation and priestly ministry for His saints   vs.52,53

703 The Burning Heart   Luke 24:29-32

  The two disciples on the way to Emmaus were probably Mr. and Mrs. Cleopas. They lived together and together invited the Lord to stay in their home. HEART (verse 32) is a singular moun with a plural possessive pronoun. The meal was probably an Act of Hospitality (entertaining strangers), also an Expression of Mourning for the Crucified Christ (Jer.16:7 Margin), and became a Supper of Remembrance as they recognized Jesus. Their heart then burned with the flame of devotion. We need the Burning Heart, set aflame by

1 The Fire of Meditation  Ps.39:3

2 The Fire of Adoration   Ps.45:1, (Margin) 2

3 The Fire of Proclamation  Jer.20:9

704 Led Out and Brought In

  1 Separation to God’s Anointed Leader—He led them out  Luke 24:50

  2 Association with God’s Appointed Heirs—as far as Bethany   Luke 24:50

  3 Contemplation of God’s Ascending Son—they looked steadfastly toward Heaven  Acts 1:10

  4 Adoration by God’s Assembled priests—they were continually in the temple, praising  Luke 24:52,53

705 Christ in John 1

  1 Christ the Word  John 1:1

  2 Christ the Light   John 1:8

  3 Christ the Lamb of God  John 1:29,36

  4 Christ the Son of God  John 1:34,49

  5 Christ the Anointed (Messias)  John 1:41

  6 Christ the King of Israel  John 1:49

  7 Christ the Son of man  John 1:51

706 The Word

  1 His Eternity—in the beginning  John 1:1

  2 His Equality—was with God  John 1:1

  3 His Deity—was God  John 1:1

  4 His Humanity—was made flesh  John 1:14

  5 His Testimony—‘told the Father out’ (Margin)  John 1:18

                                               H.K.D.

707 In Him was Life

  1 Life manifested in Him  John 1:1

  2 Life obtained from Him  John 3:16

  3 Life possessed by trusting Him  John 4:14

  4 Life sustained by Him   John 6:35

  5 Life ministered through the Spirit  John 7:38

6 Life abounding from Him  John 10:10

7 Life and Resurrection through Him  John 11:24,25

708 Christ, The True One

  1 The True Light  John 1:9

  2 The True Bread  John 6:32

  3 The True Vine   John 15:1

  4 The True God   1 John 5:20

  5 The True Witness  Rev.3:14

  6 Faithful and True   Rev.15:3

‘WE KNOW THAT THOU ART TRUE’ 

                             J.A.

709 John’s Four Sights

And we beheld His glory John 1:14

  1 Revealed Glory at His Transfiguration  Mark 9:2

  2 Redemption Glory at His Crucifixion  John 19:26

  3 Risen Glory at His Resurrection  John 20:20

  4 Returning Glory at His Revelation  Rev.19:11,12

A.C.B.

710 The Tabernacle in John’s Gospel

The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us. John 1:14; Heb.8:2

The Court Chs.1-13—Jesus as He walked  John 1:36

The Wall of Fine Linen—Full of grace and truth   John 1:14

The Victim at the Altar of brass—Behold the Lamb of God  John 1:29

The Laver of brass—He began to wash the disciples’ feet  John 13:5

The Holy Place Chs.14-16—By me—enter  John 10:9

The Table of Shewbread—‘I am the Bread of life’  John 6:35

The Lamstand—Lighted—‘I am the Light of the world’  John 9:5

The Golden Altar of incense—Prayer to the Father in  John 12:27,28

The Rent Veil—‘It is finished’  John 19:30

The Great High Priest in the Holiest of all—John 17

The Shechinah Glory—Christ in Resurrection  John 20:20; 21:7

The Mercy-Seat—‘He shewed them His hands and His side’   John 20:20; Rom.3:26

711 ‘Behold the Lamb of God’   John 1:29

  1 The Lamb of God prophesied  Gen.22:8

  2 The Lamb of God typified  Exod.12:5,6

  3 The Lamb of God identified  John 1:29

  4 The Lamb of God crucified  Isa.53:7

  5 The Lamb of God glorified  Rev.5:6

  6 The Lamb of God magnified   Rev.5:12

  7 The Lamb of God satisfied    Rev.19:7; 21:9

712 Christ is the Answer

‘We have found the Messias’ John 1:41; ‘We have found Him’  John 1:45

He is the answer to the Sin Question—the Lamb of God  John 1:29

He is the answer to the Self Question—the Messias (God’s anointed Ruler)  John 1:41

He is the answer to the Social Question—Jesus of Nazareth (the sinner’s friend)  John 1:45; 9:35-38

713 Nathaniel’s Conversion

  1 His Arrest     John 1:45

  2 His Doubt     John 1:46

  3 His Character  John 1:47

  4 His Question   John 1:48

  5 His Confession   John 1:49

  6 His Faith        John 1:50

  7 His Prospect     John 1: 51

714 Four Meals in John’s Gospel

  1 The Marriage Feast in Ch.2—the Lord Jesus a Guest  John 2:2

  2 The Thanksgiving Supper in Ch.12—the Lord Jesus the Guest of honour  John 12:2

  3 The Passover Feast in Ch.13—the Lord Jesus the Fulfilment  John 13:1

  4 The Morning Breakfast in Ch.21—the Lord Jesus the Host  John 12:12,13

715 Not Yet (Greek—Oupo)

  1 Mine hour is NOT YET come  John 2:4

  2 Jesus was NOT YET come to them  John 11:30

  3 The Holy Ghost was NOT YET given  John 7:39

  4 We see NOT YET all things put under Him   Heb.2:8

  5 It doth NOT YET appear what we shall be   1 John 3:2

716 Water Made Wine

  1 The Vessels employed—Clean waterpots   John 2:6; 2 Tim.2:21

                          Filled waterpots   John 2:7

                          Used waterpots   John 2:8

  2 The Change effected—by the word of the Lord  John 2:5

                         by the power of the Lord  John 2:9

                         for the glory of the Lord   John 2:11

  3 The Provision enjoyed—Proved good by tasting  John 2:9

                         Pronounced good by the host  John 2:10

                         Productive of faith in the Lord Jesus   John 2:11

717 Personal Soul-Winning   John 3:1,2; 4:7

The Lord Jesus the Great Example, winning souls one by one  

    JOHN 3                            JOHN 4

  A man                            A woman

  Respected and Religious           Sinful and Shunned 

  A Jew                            A Samaritaness

  Came at midnight to Jesus          Met Jesus at midday

  Introduced the conversation         Jesus introduced the conversation

  Became for a time a secret disciple   Became immediately a public witness

718 The New Birth

as TAUGHT BY A ‘TEACHER SENT FROM GOD’ 

Jesus was acknowledged to be such by a Jewish leader

The fact was attested by His great miracles

The truth was affirmed by Jesus Himself, the Greatest of all teachers

  1 The Necessity of the New Birth—‘ye must be born again’  John 3:7

  2 The Nature of the New Birth—a New experience—‘again’

                               a New creation—anew

                               a New origin—from above

  3 The Nobility of the New Birth—born of God  John 1:12,13

                               Born of the Spirit   John 3:8

                               Born by the Word of God   Pet.1:23

  Those born again (‘bairns’ of God). Are the Objects of the Father’s love  1 John 3:1

  Display the Son’s likeness 1 John 3:2

  Are subject to the Spirit’s leading   Rom.8:14

719 A Message from Heaven  John 3:16

  1 Heaven’s Brightest Beam—‘For God so loved the world’

  2 Earth’s Greatest Theme—‘that He gave His only-begotten Son’

  3 God’s Simplest Scheme—‘that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish’

  4 Life’s Purest Stream—‘but have everlasting life.’

720 Ten Points of Salvation in One Precious Verse   John 3:16

  1 The SOURCE of Salvation—For God

  2 The SUPERLATIVENESS of Salvation—So loved

  3 The SUBJECTS of Salvation—the world

  4 The SPONTANEITY of Salvation—that He gave

  5 The SECURER of Salvation—His only-begotten Son

  6 The SCOPE of Salvation—that whosoever

  7 The SIMPLICTTY of Salvation—believeth in Him

  8 The SOLACE of Salvation—should not perish

  9 The SURENESS of Salvation—but have

  10 The STABILITY of Salvation—everlasting life 

                                            AUTHOR UNKNOWN

721 The Stream of Eternal Bliss   John 3:16

  1 The Fountain Head—God so loved the world

  2 The Channel Stream—He gave His Only-begotten Son

  3 The Receptacle filled—whosoever believeth in Him

  4 The Life-giving Draught—should have everlasting life.

722 God Loves the Whole World   John 3:16

  1 God’s Attitude towards the World—Loves the world

  2 God’s Attitude towards us—Hates sin

  3 God’s Attitude towards His Son—Gave His only-begotten Son, the object of God’s delight, given for the world, for you and me

  4 God’s Attitude towards Believers—Have everlasting life

  5 God’s Attitude towards Unbelievers—Perish

DR.TORREY

723 The Woman of Samaria

  1 Conversation commenced—‘give me to drink’   John 4:7

  2 Confidence gained—‘Sir, give me this water’    John 4:15

3 Conscience reached--‘he whom thou now hast is not thy husband’  John 4;18,19

   4 Conversion experienced—‘I know that Messias cometh ‘I that speak unto thee am He’   John 4:25,26

  5 Change manifested—‘Come, see a man—Is not this Christ?  John 4:29

 W.J.M.

724 Communicated by the Spirit of God

  1 The Fountain of life springing up   John 4:14

  2 The Bread of life coming down  John 6:35

  3 The Rivers of life flowing out   John 7:38

  4 The Light of life shining in   John 8:12

                              H.BELL

725 Worship 

Worship is the Bowing of the soul before God in wondering and adoring contemplation.

  1 The Act of Worship—9 times the verb, once the noun—from ‘Proskuneo’, I kiss the hand toward   John 4:20-24

  2 The Object of Worship—the Father   John 4:21,23

  3 The Place of Worship—‘neither in Jerusalem’ not in this mountain (Gerizim)   John 4:21

  4 The Offerers of Worship—‘the true worshippers’ whom the Father seeks John 4:23

  5 The Manner of Worship—in spirit and in truth  John 4:23

726 Prerequisites to Worship

Before we can worship there must be—

  1 RELATIONSHIP—The Father seeketh such   John 4:23

  2 REVELATION—We know what we worship   John 4:22

  3 RECOGNITION—God is a Spirit   John 4:24

  4 REDEMPTION—Salvation is of the Jews   John 4:22

 H.BELL

727 Power for the Impotent

‘Wilt thou be made whole?’  John 5:6

Consider

  1 WHERE THE IMPOTENT MAN WAS—In Jerusalem, the holy city and religious centre  John 5:2

By the Sheep Gate, the place of sacrifices  John 5:2

By the Bathing Pool of Bethesda, place of washing and there  John 5:2

At Festival time, a specially appointed time of worship  John 5:1

  2 IN WHAT STATE THE IMPOTENT MAN WAS—Helpless, because impotent  John 5:3

Harmless, because he lay there unable to harm anyone   John 5:3,6

Hapless, because he had nobody who could help him  John 5:7

Hopeless, because each time someone else got in before him  John 5:7

  3 WHAT THE IMPOTENT MAN DID—Waited—for the moving of the water  John 5:3

Willed—Are you wiling to be made whole?  John 5:6

Walked—he took up his bed and walked. He believed Jesus could heal him, obeyed the command of Jesus, acted at once, and did what seemed impossible.  John 5:9

Witnessed—he told the Jews Jesus had made him whole  John 5:15

728 Five Solemn Negatives   in John 5:40-47

  1 Ye will not—come   v.40

  2 Ye have not—the love of God in you  v.42

  3 Ye receive not—me   v.43

  4 Ye seek not—the honour that cometh from God   v.44

  5 Ye believe not—his writings   v.47

                                             G.H.

729 Essentials For All

  1 Life—‘Come unto Me’  John 5:40; Eph.2:1; John 10:10

  2 Light—‘he that followeth Me’  John 8:12; 1:9

  3 Rest—‘come unto Me’  Matt.11:28

  4 Food—‘he that cometh unto Me’  John 6:35

  5 Drink—‘come unto Me’  John 7:37

730 Jesus Walking on the Sea  John 6:19

The Sea is the domain of the Lord Jesus Christ

  1 He calmed the stormy sea  Matt.8:24,26

  2 He walked on the stormy sea  John 6:19

  3 He directed fishermen to the fish  John 21:6

  4 He knew where the fish that had the silver coin was  Matt.17:27

  5 He called men from the sea to follow Him  Mark 1:16-18

The Fish was the symbol of the early Christians. The letters of the Greek word for ‘Fish’ gave the initials of the words—‘Jesus, Christ, of God the Son, Saviour’.

731 The New and Living Bread in John 6

  1 It is True—My Father giveth you the true Bread    v.32

  2 It is Living—Jesus said, I am the Living Bread   v.51

  3 It is Life-giving—Jesus said, It gives life to the world   v.33

  4 It is Life-sustaining—He said, I am that Bread of life   v.48

  5 It is Satisfying—The eater shall never hunger  v.35

  6 It is Enduring—That which endures unto life eternal   v.27

  7 It is Divine—The Bread of God which gives life   v.33

  8 It is Heavenly—The Bread from, or out of, Heaven   v.41

H.J.VINE

732 Seven ‘I Ams’ of Christ (Meeting man’s need)

  1 I am the Bread (for the unsatisfied one)  John 6:35

  2 I am the Light (for the blind one)  John 9:5

  3 I am the Door (for the unsafe one)  John 10:9

  4 I am the Shepherd (for the lost one)   John 10:11

  5 I am the Way (for the ignorant one)   John 14:6

  6 I am the Life (for the dead one)   John 11:25

  7 I am the Vine (for the fruitless one)  John 15:1

                                    A.G.A.

733 The Great Divide

  ‘A division because of Him’—a Division among men because of—

1 WHO HE IS—His Person  John 7:12,13,37-43

2 WHAT HE SAID—His Teaching  John 6:50,52,60-68; 10:19,20

3 WHAT HE DID—His Work  John 9:14-16; 12:9,10

4 HOW HE DIED—His Cross   Luke 23:39-43

734 The Handwriting of God

Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground  John 8:6

  1 On a Mountain—Law of Righteousness  Exod.31:18

  2 On a Palace Wall—Law of Retribution  Dan.5:5

  3 On the Ground of the Temple court—Law of Redemption  John 8:6,8

  4 On the Hearts of men—Law of Regeneration   Heb.10:16,17

735 Conscience in Seven Stages

‘Convicted by their own conscience’  John 8:9

  1 An Evil Conscience   Heb.10:22

  2 A Convicting Conscience  John 8:9

  3 A Purged Conscience  Heb.9:14

  4 A Good Conscience  Acts 23:1

  5 A Pure Conscience  1 Tim.3:9

  6 A Weak Conscience  1 Cor.8:12

  7 A Seared Conscience   1 Tim.4:2

An evil conscience once convicted may become good through being purged by the blood of Jesus, and afterwards may become pure, or weak, or seared, according to the measure of obedience the believer gives to the Scriptures.  

                                                               T.B.

736 The Man Born Blind

Three Questions about Jesus—WHERE IS ME?—

His answer—I know not  John 9:12

WHAT DID HE TO THEE?—His answer—He hath opened mine eyes  John 9:26,30

WHO IS HE?—His answers—

  1 A man that is called Jesus  John 9:11

  2 He is a prophet  John 9:17

  3 He is ‘of God’  John 9:33

  4 ‘the Son of God’  John 9:35

  5 ‘Lord!’   John 9:38; Rom.10:9

737 Every Whit—Altogether

  1 Altogether (every whit) born is sins—the Blind man  John 9:34

  2 Every whit whole—the Lame man  John 7:23

  3 Every whit clean—the Regenerate man  John 13:10

  4 Every whit of gold—the Shining light  Zech.4:2

(same word in the LXX as in the other Scriptures above)

738 Two Doors of John 10

THE DOOR FOR THE SHEPHERD—the Prophetic Scriptures  John 10:2

  1 The Shepherd, the Stone of Israel  Gen.49:24

  2 The Shepherd of Israel  Ps.80:1

  3 ‘Feed His flock like a shepherd’  Isa.40:11

  4 ‘Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd’   Zech.13:7

THE DOOR FOR THE SHEEP—Jesus said, I am the Door  John 10:9

  1 The sheep He purchases by giving His life for them  John 10:11

  2 My sheep He knows and is known by them  John 10:14

  3 His own sheep He puts forth and goes before them  John 10:4

  4 Other sheep He must bring into the one fold  John 10:16

739 Marks of Christ’s Sheep

  1 They enter by the door  John 10:9

  2 They go in and out, find pasture and feed  John 10:9

  3 They hear the Shepherd’s voice  John 10:3,27

  4 They follow the Shepherd  John 10:4,27

  5 They will not follow a stranger  John 10:5

  6 They receive eternal life form their Shepherd  John 10:28

  7 They are eternally secure—‘never perish’  John 10:28

740 One Flock and One Shepherd   John 10:16

All believers are—

  1 Disciples—in the same school—One Master  Acts 20:7

  2 Children—in the same family—One Father  John 11:52

  3 Sheep—in the same flock—One Shepherd  John 10:16

  4 Saints—in the same covenant—One Rank  Rom.1:7

  5 Stones—in the same building—One Foundation  1 Pet.2:5

  6 Members—of the same Body—One Head   Rom.12:5

  7 The Bride (future)—in the same glory—One Bridegroom  Rev.21:2,9

M.I.R.

741 Four Outlooks in Face of Death

  1 The Pessimistic Outlook—‘that we may die with Him’—Thomas  John 11:16

  2 The Optimisitic Outlook—‘I know that he shall rise again’—Martha  John 11:24

  3 The Realistic Outlook—‘Lazarus is dead’—the Lord Jesus  John 11:14,15

  4 The Idealistic Outlook—‘If thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God’—the Lord Jesus  John 11:40

742 Story of Lazarus of Bethany

  1 Lazarus is dead—DEAD    John 11:14; Eph.2:1

  2 He that was dead came forth—ALIVE   John 11:44

  3 Bound hand and foot—BOUND   John 11:44

  4 Loose him and let him go—FREED  John 11:44

  5 Lazarus—sat at the table with Him—SEATED  John 12:2; Eph.2:6

  6 They came—that they might see Lazarus—WITNESSING  John 12:9

  7 Consulted that they might put Lazarus to death—SUFFERING John 12:10

743 Four Worship Scenes   John 12:1-26

One Theme—Worship: Two days (John 12:12)—the Church age and the Millennium: Three Companies—a family gathering, a national ovation and a company of Greeks: Four Symbolic Pictures—a supper, a box of ointment, palm branches and a field of corn. 

FOUR WORSHIPPING COMPANIES

  1 Collective Worship—They made Him a supper  John 12:2

  2 Individual Worship—Mary—anointed the feet of Jesus  John 12:3

                      Martha was a Silent Worker—Service

                      Mary was a Silent Worshipper—Worship

                      Lazarus was a Silent Wonder—Communion

  3 National Worship—in the city of the great king—‘Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord’  John 12:13

  4 Universal Worship—We would see Jesus: the world is gone after Him  John 12:19,20,21

744 Sevenfold Presentation of the Cross

  1 The Cross and Glory—the Son of man should be glorified  John 12:23

  2 The Cross and Blessing—a corn of wheat—much fruit  John 12:24

  3 The Cross and Discipleship—he that loveth his life shall lose it  John 12:25

  4 The Cross and Suffering—now is my soul troubled  John 12:27

  5 The Cross and Attraction—I, if I be lifted up, will draw   John 12:32

  6 The Cross and Condemnation—‘Now is the judgment of this world  John 12:31

  7 The Cross and Expulsion—Now shall the prince of the world be cast out  John 12:31

                                                            H.BELL

745 The Christian Life

  1 Confession of Christ   John 12:42

  2 Cleansing by Christ    John 13:10

  3 Communion with Christ  John 13:23

  4 Chastening unto Christ  John 15:2

  5 Consecration to Christ   John 15:14

  6 Conflict for Christ       John 15:19

  7 Comfort in Christ       John 16:33

746 His Own in the Word  John 13:1

‘Ye are Christ’s 1 Cor.3:23

How we become Christ’s—

  1 By Deed of Gift   John 17:6

  2 By Right of Purchase  1 Cor.6:19

  3 By Act of Choice  John 1:12

In John’s Gospel this Relationship is unfolded in increasing intimacy in the names the Lord Jesus gives to ‘His own’.

  1 My sheep—follow the Shepherd  John 10:26,27

  2 My Servants—follow the Master  John 12:26

  3 My Disciples—love one another  John 13:35

  4 My Friends—do what the Lord commands   John 15:14

  5 My Brethren—to them He is not ashamed to give that name  John 20:17; Heb.2:11

747 Christ’s Ministry for His Own

  1 He washes their feet—His Example  John 13

  2 He comforts their hearts—His Promises  John 14

  3 He opens their lips to witness—His Pruning    John 15

  4 He opens their ears to hear—His Instruction  John 16

  5 He protects their lives—His Intercession  John 17

748 Washing the Disciples’ Feet  John 13

  1 THE BATH—‘Ye are clean’—the eleven disciples ‘but not all’—Judas was not clean   John 13:10

  2 THE BASON—He poureth water into a bason  John 13:5; Eph.5:26,27

(Three infinitive verbs—Began to wash His disciples’ feet  John 13:5

  Needeth to wash his own feet  John 13:10

  Ought to wash one another’s feet  John 13:14

  3 THE BOSOM—Leaning on Jesus’ bosom—Communion  John 13:23

  4 THE BADGE—By this shall all men know—if ye have love one to another—Discipleship  John 13:35

749 Christ’s Legacies to His Disciples

  1 His Example of lowly love  John 13:15

  2 His Promise of a Home above  John 14:2,3

  3 His Spirit as their Comforter   John 14:16-18

  4 His Peace to keep them from fear   John 14:27

  5 His Joy to remain with them  John 15:11

750 Christ Our Example

  1 In Loving—Love one another AS I have loved you  John 13:34

  2 In Receiving—Receive one another AS Christ also received us  Rom.15:7

  3 In Forgiving—Forgive one another AS Christ forgave you  Col.3:13

                                                         H.K.D.

751 The Questions of Three Apostles   John 14

  1 Thomas’s Question—he did not know the Way  vs.1-7

  2 Philip’s Question—he did not know the Truth  vs.8-21

  3 Judas’s Question—he did not know the Life  vs.22-31

The key verse (verse 6) answers all three questions

  1 The Way—of man to God—Christ’s Work

  2 The Truth—of God to man—Christ’s Word

  3 The Life of God in man—Christ’s Will  

                                          H.BELL

752 The Coming One  John 14:3

I                                  --The Person

I will                              --The Power

I will come                         --The Promise

I will come again                    --The Prospect

And receive you unto Myself         --The People

That where I am                    --The Place

There ye may be also               --The Purpose

D.WARD

753 The Comforter—The Holy Spirit

  1 His Coming was made dependent

on Christ’s Absence  John 16:7

on Christ’s Ascension  John 14:28

on Christ’s Advocacy  John 14:16

  2 His Comfort—making Christ dearer, the Word clearer and Heaven nearer  John 16:13,14,15

  3 His Companionship. The Holy Spirit in the believer is 

A SEAL   Eph.1:13; 4:30

AN EARNEST  Eph.1:14; 2 Cor.1:22

A RESIDENT  Rom.8:11; 1 Cor.6:19,20

AN UNCTION  2 Cor.1:21; John 2:20

A WITNESS  Rom.8:16; 1 John 5:10; Heb.10:15

754 The Holy Spirit of God  John 14:16,17

  He is called the Spirit of life, of truth, of grace, of adoption, of power, of comfort and of holiness.

He strives with sinners   Gen.6:3

He reproves (convicts) of sin  John 16:8

He helps our infirmities  Rom.8:26

He comforts  Acts 9:31

He teaches  John 14:26

He guides  John 16:13

He sanctifies  Rom.15:16

He testifies of Christ  John 15:26

He glorifies Christ   John 16:14

He searches all things  1 Cor.2:10

He works according to His own will   1 Cor.12:11

He dwells in saints  John 14:17

He may be grieved  Eph.4:30

He may be vexed   Isa.63:10

He can be resisted   Acts 7:51

He can be tempted   Acts 5:9

He can be quenched  1 Thess.5:19

D.WARD

755 Life, Light and Love  John 14:19-21

The three great Themes of the Fourth Gospel

  1 Life in the Son of God   v.19

  2 Light through the Spirit of God   v.20

  3 Love from the Father and the Son  v.21

756 Three Statements about the ‘Prince of this World’

The prince of this world cometh and hath nothing in Me  John 14:30

  Coming to the last Adam in temptation

The prince of this world is judged  John 16:11

  Satan defeated by the Cross  

The prince of this world—cast out John 12:31

  The final dislodgement of Satan 

T.B.

757 The Vine and the Branches

  1 Chosen by Christ for Fruitbearing  John 15:16

  2 Chosen in Christ for Holiness   Eph.1:4

  3 Consecrated to Christ for ‘fruit unto holiness’  Rom.6:22

  4 Abiding in Christ for Fruitbearing  John 15:4

Without we Vine the Branch can do nothing

Without the Branches the Vine will do nothing

  5 Desire of Christ is FRUIT, ADDED FRUIT, ABUNDANT FRUIT, ABIDING FRUTT  John 15:2,4,5,8,16

All the Branch has belongs to the Vine

All the Vine has is communicated to the Branches

THREE KINDS OF BRANCHES—John 15:2

  1 The Fruitful branch, with the promise of greater fruitfulness

  2 The Fruitless branch, removed as useless

  3 The Pruned branch, purged with the object of producing more fruit

758 The Lord’s Prayer for His Own  John 17

There are three parts in the Prayer—

Christ and His Father—His Work   vs.1-5

Christ and His disciples—God’s Word   vs.6-19

Christ and His disciples—Man’s World  vs.20-26

CHRIST AND HIS FATHER

Christ’s Glory—

  1 Glory of His Personal Greatness—with the Father   v.5

  2 Glory of His Official Position—as Interceding High Priest  v.1

  3 Glory of His Completed Work—‘I have finished’   v.4

  4 Glory Reflected in His people—‘glorified in them’   v.10

Christ’s Work—

  ‘I have finished the work that Thou gavest me to do’   v.4

1 Revealing the Father—‘I have manifested Thy name’  v.6

2 Redeeming His people—‘I have set myself apart’   v.19

3 Restoring what He took not away—‘I have given them’   vs.2.14

CHRIST AND HIS DISCIPLES—‘Those that Thou hast given Me’   vs.2:6,9,etc.

He prays—for their Preservation from Disunity  v.11

          for their Separation from evil  v.15

          for their Sanctification through the Truth  v.17

CHRIST AND ALL BELIEVERS—

  They are in the world  v.13

  They are not of the world  vs.14,16

  They are sent into the world   vs.14,16

  They are to display oneness to the world   v.21

759 Four Hours in John’s Gospel

  1 The Hour of the Saviour’s Suffering   John 17:1

  2 The Hour of the Sinner’s Salvation  John 5:25

  3 The Hour of the Saint’s Service   John 4:23

  4 The Hour of the Son’s Supremacy  John 5:28,29

G.W.B.

760 The Father’s Seven Gifts to the Son

  1 John 17:2—Authority or power over all—His position   Matt.11:27

  2 John 17:4—The work to do His mission  John 1:8

  3 John 17:6—The men out of the world—His mission  John 6:37-40

  4 John 17:7—All things whatsoever—His endowments  John 3:35

  5 John 17:8—Sayings or words to give to them—His message  John 7:16

  6 John 17:22—The glory of redemption—His message   John 7:16

  7 John 17:24—The glory of Eternal Creatorship—His pre-eminence  Col.1:18

As the Obedient Son He acquired a glory which He shares with His own.

As the Co-eternal Son He has an essential glory which is incommunicable. 

                                                           F.S.B.

761 The Master and the Servants

  1 Where He found them—out of the world  John 17:6

  2 What He gave them—life, the words and the glory  John 17:2,8,22

  3 Where He sends them—into the world  John 17:18

  4 What He does for them—I pray for them  John 17:9

  5 Where He brings them—to behold His glory  John 17:24

A.H.

762 The Christian and the World

  1 The Christian is given to Christ out of the world   John 17:6

  2 The Christian is left in the world  John 17:11,15

  3 The Christian is not of the world  John 17:14

  4 The Christian is hated by the world  John 17:14

  5 The Christian is kept from the world  John 17:15

  6 The Christian is sent into the world  John 17:18

  7 The Christian is to preach the Word to the world   John 17:20

N.B.

763 ‘Before’ and ‘Form’ the Foundation of the Word

THREE THINGS that took place before the Foundation of the world—

  1 Christ was loved of God   John 17:24

  2 Christ was foreordained to die  1 Pet.1:20

  3 Christ were chosen in Christ   Eph.1:4

FIVE THINGS that have taken place from the Foundation of the world—

  1 The Lamb was slain  Rev.13:8

  2 The works of God were finished   Heb.4:3

  3 The Kingdom was prepared  Matt.25:35

  4 Names were written in the book of life   Rev.17:8

  5 Secrets (to be revealed later) were kept   Matt.13:35

764 Christ’s Crowns

  1 A Crown of Mockery—a crown of thorns  John 19:5

  2 The Crown of Majesty—crowned with glory and honour  Heb.2:9

  3 Crown of Monarchy—many crowns (diadems)  Rev.19:12,16

  4 The Crown of Mastery—Christ as Lord in your heart  1 Pet.3:15 (R.V.)

765 The Risen Lord  John 20

  At His crucifixion the Lord Jesus Christ is seen as the last Adam   1 Cor.15:48

  In His resurrection He is seen as the Second Man   1 Cor.15:49

OUR RISEN LORD—

  1 We share in His Peace   John 20:19; Col.3:1

  2 We draw on His Power   Matt.28:18-20

  3 We join in His Praises    Heb.2:11

  4 We become conformed to His Pattern   Rom.8:29

766 A Resurrection Retrospect

  John 21 comes between Peter’s Denial of the Lord in John 18 and Peter’s Discourse at Pentecost in Acts 2. It is Peter had FIVE REMINDERS OF THE PAST—

  1 The multitude of fishes—a Reminder of his Confession John 21:6;Luke 5:8

  2 The words—‘it is the Lord’—a Reminder of his Cry ‘Lord, save me’  John 21:7; Matt.14:30

  3 The fire of coals—a Reminder of his Compromise   John 21:9; 18:8

  4 The third time the Lord asked him the same question—a Reminder of his Cowardice  John 21:17; Matt.26:75

  5 The bread and fish—a Reminder of the Lord’s Compassion   John 21:13; 6:9-11

767 Resurrection Numbers  John 21

‘And Peter’

In the Gospel of John

‘Simon Peter’ occurs 17 times

  ‘Peter’       occurs 17 times

In Chapter 21 (the last)

  ‘Simon’   occurs 8 times

  ‘Peter’    occurs 9 times: together 17 times

In Chapter 21

  7 Apostles are mentioned in v.2

  The Lord Jesus is the eighth Person, v.4

In Chapter 21

  153 fishes were caught and counted—v.11

  153 is a multiple of 9 and 17

  The sum of all the numbers from 1 to 17 adds up to 153

  17 is the 9th odd number and the 7th prime number 

  9 is the middle number between 1 and 17

  8 numbers come before 9 and 8 after 9 between 0 and 18

  8 is the number of Resurrection

In Chapter 21

  Jesus showed Himself to His disciples for the third time—i.e.after His resurrection v.14

  Jesus said to Peter the third time, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?’ v.17

  3 is the number of the Trinity

  It was the Lord’s seventh appearance in Resurrection

  7 is the number of spiritual perfection

ACTS

768 The Book of Acts

of the Holy Spirit through the Apostles. The finest record of missionary enterprise ever penned—full of incidents that are Heart-warming and Hair-raising.

THE NARRATIVE BEGINGS       THE NARRATIVE ENDS

IN Jerusalem, the Jewish Capital     In Rome, the Gentile Capital

With the apostle to the Jews,        With the apostle to the Gentiles, 

Peter, prominent                   Paul, prominent

With God’s salvation offered        With God’s salvation sent to the Gentiles

to the Jews  

three great Themes run through the Book of Acts—

  1 The Purpose of Grace—repentance and remission of sins preached in Christ’s name among all nations  Luke 21:47

  2 The Punctuation of GOD—Five Punctuation marks, then the full-stop  Acts 28:31

  3 The Progress of the GOSPEL—Each punctuation mark is one of progress—

     The Word of God increased—in Jerusalem  Acts 6:7

     Then had the churches rest and were edified (throughout Palestine)  Acts.9:31

     The Word of God grew and multiplied (Antioch is Syria)  Acts 12:25

     The churches (in Asia Minor) were established in the faith and increased in number daily  Acts 16:5

     So mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed (in the great cities)  Acts 19:20

769 The Holy Spirit in Acts

Endued the disciples with power  Acts 1:8

Inspired the sacred Scriptures  Acts 1:16

Gave utterance to the preachers  Acts 2:4

Witnessed concerning Jesus Christ  Acts 5:32

Comforted the churches  Acts 9:31

Gave guidance when needed  Acts 10:19

Directed in missionary enterprise  Acts 13:2

Sent forth the missionaries  Acts 13:4

Guided them in their movements  Acts 16:6,7

Appointed overseers in the churches  Acts 20:28

THE HOLY SPIRIT—

  1 Was received as an Endowment  Acts 2:38; 8:15-19; 19:2

  2 Came on believers as an Enduement  Acts 1:8; 10:44; 11:15; 19:6

  3 They were baptized in, as an Element  Acts 1:5; 1 Cor.12:13

4 Was poured out, as an Effusion  Acts 2:17,18; 10:45

5 Filled believers as an Empowerment  Acts 2:4; 4:8; 4:31; 6:5; 7:55; 9:17; 13:9

770 Witnesses Unto Christ

  Witnessing is mentioned in Acts 1:8,22; 2:32; 3:15; 4:33; 5:32 ‘YE SHALL BE WITNESSES UNTO ME’ Acts 1:8 ‘In the early Church it became the most sacred duty of the new convert to diffuse among his friends the inestimable blessing which he himself had received.’ 

                                                            GIBBON

  1 The Duration of our Witness—From Christ’s Ascension till His Return  Acts 1:7,9-11

  2 The Direction of our Witness—Jerusalem, Judaea Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth.  Acts 1:8

  3 The Dynamic of our Witness—Power (dunamis) after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you  Acts 1:8

771 How to Secure Abiding Results

As at the beginning—in Acts 2—so today in the Twentieth Century—

  1 UNITED DISCIPLES—Peter, standing up with the eleven  v.14

  2 UPLIFIED CHRIST—Jesus of Nazareth—crucified—raised up—to sit on the throne  vs.22,23,24,30

A Rejected—Risen—Reigning Christ

  3 UNPARALLELED BLESSING—the same day there were added unto them 3000 souls   v.41

The same mind (v.1) 

The same Jesus (v.36)

The same day (v.41)

  4 UNWAVERING STEADFASTNESS—They continued stedfastly  v.42

  5UNEQUALLED GLADNESS—the result—praising God and having favour with ALL the people  v.47

HYP.

772 Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost

He commenced with an Explanation of the rare manifestation  Acts 2:14-21

He continued with an Exposition of the Scriptures  Acts 2:22-36

He concluded with an Exposition of the Scriptures  Acts 2:38040

His message was—STRUCTURAL, SCRIPTURAL and SPIRITUAL

773 The Cross of Christ  Acts 2:22-24

Four factors behind the Cross—

  1 God’s Eternal Purpose—the determinate counsel—of God  v.23

  2 Man’s Sinful Hatred—ye have taken and—crucified and slain  v.23

  3 Christ’s Submissive Will—a man approved of God  v.22

  4 Satan’s Infernal Opposition  John 12:31,32; 14:30

The Cross was—

  The Glorious Climax of the Eternal Plan

  The Greatest Crime of sin-benighted man

  The Gravest Crisis of a sinless Life

  The Grandest Crown of Christ’s Triumphant strife

774 At Pentecost the Spirit of God Produced

  1 Conviction of Sin   Acts 2:38

  2 Conversion to God  Acts 2:38

  3 Confession of faith in Christ  Acts 2:41

  4 Continuance in the ways of God  Acts 2:42

  5 Consecration to God  Acts 2:45

  6 Community of joyful Christians  Acts 2:46,47

G.H.

775 Products of Preaching

  In Apostolic Days  

3000 believed   Acts 2:41

5000 men believed  Acts 4:4

Multitudes believed  Acts 5:14

A great company of the priests believed  Acts 6:7

The people of the city of Samaria gave heed  Acts 8:6

All who heard received the Holy Ghost  Acts 10:44

A great number believed and turned to the Lord  Acts 11:21

Much people was added to the Lord  Acts 11:24

A household believed  Acts 16:34

Many—not a few—believed  Acts 17:12

Many myriads (R.V.) of Jews believed  Acts 21:20

    Why not now?                   HYP.

776 The Lame Made to Walk

Note—

  1 His Disease—lame from his mother’s womb   Acts 3:2

  2 His Distance—at the gate of the temple—could not enter  Acts 3:2

  3 His Decrepitude—they laid him there daily   Acts 3:2

  4 His Destitution—asking alms of them that entered   Acts 3:2

‘MADE WHOLE’—same word translated ‘SAVED’   Acts 4:9,12

  1 He sprang up—with an effort—Obedience of Faith   Acts 3:8

  2 He stood up—straight—Stability of Faith   Acts 3:8

  3 He walked about—Walk of Faith   Acts 3:8

  4 He leaped (Isa.35:6) as a hart—Exuberance of Joy  Acts 3:8

  5 He praised God—Praise for Healing  Acts 3:8

  6 He entered into the temple—Privilege of Nearness   Acts 3:8

  7 He held Peter and John—Fellowship of saints   Acts 3:11

777 The Name of Jesus

  1 Unique in its Provision—He shall save His people from their sins  Matt.1:21

  2 Unique in its Power—Healing in His name (Acts 3)   Acts 4:10

Forgiveness in His name  Acts 10:43

  3 Unique in its Proclamation—among all nations  Luke 24:47

778 Moses, A Type of Christ

as revealed in Acts 3:22—‘a prophet like unto me’.

  1 Preserved at birth in spite of Satan’s attempts to destroy him  Exod.1:22; 2:9; Matt.2:13-15

  2 Humbled himself to visit his brethren  Acts 7:22,23; Phil.2:6-8

  3 Was rejected by his brethren  Exod.2:11-14; John 1:11

  4 Was God’s appointed Deliverer   Exod.3:10; 1 John 4:14

  5 Suffered in obscurity in preparation for his life’s work  Exod.3:2; Heb.5:8,9

  6 Was the meekest man of his time  Num.12:3; Matt.11:29

  7 Was God’s prophet, becoming his people’s mediator   Heb.8:9; 1Tim.2:5,6

779 Salvation for the Worst

As revealed in Acts 3:26

THE WORST FIRST—Unto you first

Rebels red with the blood of Christ three months after the crucifixion

THE WORST BLESSED—Sent Him to bless you

They cursed but could receive blessing instead of ‘blasting’  Deut.28:22

THE WORST TURNED—by turning every one of you from his iniquities

Not blessed in sin, but by being turned from sin   

HYP.

780 Thing to Know

  1 Be it known—The Knowledge of Resurrection  Acts 4:10

  2 Be it known—The Knowledge of Justification  Acts 13:38

  3 Be it known—The Knowledge of Salvation   Acts 28:28

JS.FS.

781 The Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ

  1 Witness of His Resurrection—an Essential Fact in Christian Evidence  Acts 4:33

  2 Likeness of His Resurrection—an Essential Feature of the Christian Ordinance  Rom.6:5

  3 Power of His Resurrection—an Essential Factor in Christian Experience  Phil.3:10

782 Barnabas, Son of Exhortation (or Consolation)

  1 A Separated Levite, tribally and spiritually  Acts 4:36,37

Sold an Earthly Heritage and left an Earthly Home for the service of Christ.

  2 A Selected Labourer—‘I have called’  Acts 11:22; 13:2

a MINISTER OF CHRIST   Acts 11:23; 13:43; 14:22

a MESSENGER OF THE CHURCH   Acts 11:30

a MISSIONARY OF THE CROSS   Acts 13:2

a MOUTHPIECE OF THE CHRISTIANS   Acts 15:12,30

  3 A Spiritual Leader—a good man, full of faith and the Holy Ghost   Acts 11:24

GRACIOUS—in introducing the converted persecutor Saul   Acts 9:27

             in bringing Saul to help at Antioch   Acts 11:25,26

             in taking second place in service   Acts 13:43

783 Ananias and Sapphira

  1 Hidden deceit—‘kept back part’ and ‘lied to the Holy Ghost’  Acts 5:2,3,9

  2 Sudden Death—fell down and gave up the ghost  Acts 5:5,10

  3 Great Dread—great fear fell upon the church   Acts 5:5,11

784 Names of Christ’s Followers in ‘Acts’

  1 Believers—who were ‘added to the Lord’   Acts 5:14

  2 Disciples—whose number was multiplied   Acts 6:1

  3 Saints—who were persecuted by Saul   Acts 9:13

  4 Brethren—who accompanied Saul to Caesarea and helped him to escape  Acts 9:30

  5 Christians—who received the name first at Antioch  Acts 11:26

785 The Witness of Stephen

Stephen was—Filled with the Spirit    Acts 6:5

              Fearless in witness   Acts 6:10

              Faithful in service    Acts 6:14

              Forbearing in love    Acts 7:60

THE WITNESS OF HIS LIFE—full of faith and power   Acts 6:8

THE WITNESS OF HIS LABOURS—did great wonders   Acts 6:8

THE WITNESS OF HIS LEARNING—his face—as the face of an angel  Acts 6:15

THE WITNESS OF HIS LOOKS—his face—as the face of an angel  Acts 6:15

THE WITNESS OF HIS LOVE—Lord, lay not this sin to their charge Acts 7:60 He cast the crown of his life at his Master’s feet and went in to receive the crowns promised to the faithful—the Victor’s Crown, incorruptible  1 Cor.9:25; the Martyr’s Crown of life  Rev.2:10; the Soul-winner’s Crown of rejoicing  1 Thess.2:1; (Stephen’ means ‘crown’)

786 Stephen’s Sermon  Acts 7

Stephen was accused of—Disloyalty to his Religion  Acts 6:14

                        Blasphemy against God’s Law  Acts 6:11,13

                        Disparagement of the Temple  Acts 6:13

In his answer he quoted from the Scriptures and gave an Epitome of Israel’s history, proving that God had revealed Himself to Abraham, and His Moral standard to Moses. 

THE CHAPTER BEGINS WITH THE ‘GOD OF GLORY’ AND ENDS WITH THE ‘GLORY OF GOD’.

His Defence—

  1 Affirmation from Israel’s Scriptures  vs.2-36

  2 Application of Israel’s history  vs.37-50

  3 Arraignment of Israel’s children  vs.51-53

787 Philip the Evangelist   Acts 6:5; 21:8

  Not to be confounded with Philip the Apostle who is not mentioned after Acts 1:13

  1 The Man—his personal character—full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom—his public reputation—of honest report  Acts 6:5

  2 His Movements—all under the Holy Spirit’s control Directed by circumstances  Acts 8:4-6; Dictated by Heavenly messengers  Acts 8:26,27; Diverted by the Holy Ghost  Acts 8:26,30

  3 His Ministry—He heralded aloud the message of God  Acts 8:5; He spoke in ordinary tones the Gospel  Acts 8:6; He evangelized—preached the Gospel  Acts 8:12,35,40

  4 His Methods—‘went down’ to Samaria,  Acts 8:5; ‘ran’ to join the eunuch in the chariot, Acts 8:30; toured the cities on his way to Caesarea, Acts 8:40; His evangelism was Public, Personal and Peripatetic

  5 His Message—Christ, the Kingdom of God, the name of Jesus Christ, and Jesus  Acts 8:5,12,35

788 Essentials for an Evangelist

  1 He must know the Scriptures  Acts 8:32-34

  2 He must reach the Sinner  Acts 8:29,30

  3 He must preach the Saviour  Acts 8:35

  4 He must be ready to baptize the Saved  Acts 8:38

789 The Conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch

Three Notable Conversions in three Consecutive Chapters of Acts—

  In Chapter 8—a Descendant of Ham—Chancellor of the Exchequer of Ethiopia

  In Chapter 9—a Descendant of Shem—Member of the Jewish Sanbedrin

  In Chapter 10—a Descendant of Japheth—Officer in the Roman army

THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH’S CONVERSION—

  1 A Seeking Sinner—a man of Ethiopia  Acts 8:27;

                     the WORD HE READ (Isa.53)  Acts 8:28

                     the WORK HE RELIED ON  Acts 8:32

                     the WISH HE RECORDED  Acts 8:36

  2 A Sent Servant—Philip the Evangelist  Acts 8:29

  3 A Suffering Saviour—‘Jesus’   Acts 8:32-38

  4 A Singing Saint—the converted Eunuch   Acts 8:39

790 Conversion of Saul of Tarsus

  ‘Of the tribe of Benjamin’ Phil.3:5—First a Wolf devouring the prey  Gen.49:27

  Later—the beloved of the Lord  Deut.33:12

HOW CONVERTED—A Time when—at midday   Acts 26:13

                    A Place where—near Damascus  Acts 9:3

                    A Vision seen—light from Heaven   Acts 9:3

                    A Voice heard—‘Saul, Saul, why?’   Acts 9:4

  His eyes opened, scales removed  Acts 9:17,18

  Baptized by Ananias  Acts 9:18

  Straightway became a preacher of Christ  Acts 9:20

WHAT HE GOT—I obtained mercy  1 Tim.1:12-16

                Having obtained help of God  Acts 26:12

                To the obtaining of the glory  2 Thess.2:14

791 A Pattern Young Christian

  The Apostle Paul in Acts 9:6; 22:10—‘What shall I do, Lord?’ What he did, any young believer may be safe in following—

  1 He PRAYED—Behold he prayeth   Acts 9:11

  2 He WAS BAPTIZED—Brother Saul—was baptized  Acts 9:17,18

  3 He PREACHED CHRIST—that He is the Son of God  Acts 9:20

  4 He JOINED THE DISCIPLES—on the testimony of Barnabas to one thing—‘that he was a disciple’  Acts 9:26,27

  5 He CONTINUED STEADFAST—with them, speaking boldly in the Name  Acts 9:28,29

HYP.

792 Peter’s Vision and its Purpose 

‘In a trance I saw a vision’  Acts 11:5

  1 It was Given on a Special Occasion—to prepare Peter to receive the Gentiles approaching his house  Acts 10:9

  2 It was Given with a Special Significance—to proclaim God’s far-reaching grace in blessing Gentiles  Acts 10:17

  3 It was Given for a Special Purpose—to produce a change in Peter’s attitude to the Gentiles   Acts 10:28

793 The Great Sheet Let Down From Heaven

  1 It was GREAT—from a Great God, sending a Great Salvation, through the preaching of a Great Gospel   Acts 10:11

  2 It had FOUR CORNERS—literally four beginnings—yet was knit in one—Christ in the Four Gospels   Acts 10:11

  3 It came FROM HEAVEN—from which comes everything worthwhile and lasting, through  ‘the Lord from Heaven’   Acts 10:11

  4 It COMMANDED ATIENTION—I fastened mine eyes (looked attentively)   Acts 11:6

  5 It CAME EVEN TO ME—said Peter—the Gospel to every creature Acts 11:5; Mark 16:15

THE OCCUPANTS OF THE SHEET—

  1 Classified, as the world sees them   Acts 10:12

Fourfooted beasts, wild beasts, creeping things, and fowls of the air  Acts 10:14

  2 Common—or defiled—as Peter saw them   Acts 10:14

  3 Cleansed—as God saw them  Acts 10:15; 1 Cor.6:9-11

794 Jesus Christ, He is Lord of All   Acts 10:36

  1 Lord from Heaven—His Incarnation  1 Cor.15:47

  2 Lord of the Sabbath—His Ministry on Earth   Matt.12:8

  3 Lord of Glory—His Crucifixion  1 Cor.2:8

  4 Lord both of the dead and living—His Resurrection  Rom.14:9

  5 Lord of the Harvest—His Exaltation  Luke 10:2

  6 Lord of Sabaoth (Hosts)—His Priestly Ministry of Intercession  Rom.9:29; James 5:4

  7 Lord of lords—His Return in Glory  Rev.19:16

795 An Ideal Address

  1 A Consecrated Life    Acts 10:38

  2 A Criminal’s death     Acts 10:39

  3 A Confirmed resurrection  Acts 10:40,41

  4 A Coming judgment   Acts 10:42

  5 A Complete salvation   Acts 10:43

  6 A Converted company   Acts 10:44

  7 A Command obeyed     Acts 10:48

H.K.D.

796 The Church at Antioch

The First Missionary Home-base

It was—

  1 GROUNDED in the Gospel of Christ   Acts 11:19-21

  2 GROWING in the Grace of God   Acts 11:23

  3 GENEROUS in its Giving to the Lord  Acts 11:29

(Gifts were Spontaneous, Systematic and Symptomatic)

  4 GARNISHED with the Gifts of the Ascended Lord   Acts 13:1

797 Christians

To God—Christ’s ones, servants of the Anointed Saviour.

In the World—

  A Separate People   Acts 11:26

  A Reproached People   Acts 26:28

  A Suffering People   1 Pet.4:16

798 Three Characters in Acts 12

HEROD—

  stretched out his hand

  slew James               the Devil’s tool    Acts 12:1,2,19

  sentenced his soldiers 

THE ANGEL—

  shone a light in the prison

  smote Peter in the side      --God’s messenger  Acts 12:7,8

  spoke to Peter

PETER—

  was Prisoner

  was Prayed for            the servant of the Lord  Acts 12:4,5,19

  was Preserved

                                               JS.FS.

799 Types of Missionaries in Acts

  1 Barnabas the Exhorter   Acts 11:23; 13:43; 14:22

  2 Saul the Teacher (Apostle to the Gentiles)   Acts 11;26; 13:1; 20:27

  3 John Mark the Attendant  Acts 13:5

  4 Silas the Evangelist  Acts 15:40

  5 Timothy the Pastor  Acts 16:1-3; Phil.2:19,20

  6 Luke the Doctor (the beloved Physician)   Acts 16:11(we); Col.4:14

  7 Apollos the Orator  Acts 18:24

  8 Aquila the Tentmaker   Acts 18:18; Rom.16:3,4

  9 Priscilla the Deaconess   Acts 18:18; Rom.16:3,4

800 Prerequisites of a Missionary

  1 Conversion—Example—Saul of Tarsus  Acts 9:1-11

  2 Consecration—Example—Barnabas  Acts 4:36,37

  3 Call—Examples—Barnabas and Saul   Acts 13:2

  4 Commission—Paul the Apostle   Acts 26:16-19; 2 Tim.1:11

  5 Commendation to the grace of God  Acts 14:26; 15:40

801 The Great Missionary Venture   Acts 13:1-4

  1 The Activity of the Spirit—Suggesting the plan   Acts 13:2

                          Selecting the Persons  Acts 13:2

                          Sending out the Preachers  Acts 13:4

  2 The Responsibility of the Saints—Separate me  Acts 13:2

They fasted, prayed, laid hands on them, let them go.

  3 The Liberty of the Servants—they departed   Acts 13:4

No salary was promised, no period prescribed and no control proposed.

802 Fivefold Denunciation of Elymas the Sorcerer   Acts 13:5-11

  1 A Downright Deceiver—full of all subtilty   v.10

  2 A Mischievous Villain—full of all mischief   v.10

  3 A Child of the Devil   v.10

  4 An Enemy of righteousness   v.10

  5 A Perverter of the ways of God   v.10

803 Forgiveness of Sins  Acts 13:38

  Forgiveness of sins and the knowledge of it are features common to the whole family of God 1 John 2:12

  1 It is a Divine forgiveness—God Himself has lifted the mighty load from off the conscience, saying, ‘I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions’  Isa.43:25

  2 It is a Personal forgiveness—The Saviour Who spoke to the weeping penitent at His feet, said to me, ‘Thy sins are forgiven’  Luke 7:48

  3 It is Frank forgiveness—no reserve in His heart—‘He frankly forgave’   Luke 7:42

  4 It is an Eternal forgiveness and forgetfulness—The Holy Ghost has come from Heaven as God’s witness to us, saying, ‘Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more’  Heb.10:17

  5 It is Forgiveness for Christ’s sake—It must therefore be complete and perfect and God-like in character. ‘Your sins are forgiven you for His name’s sake.’ 1 John 2:12.

The believer’s sins are all forgiven, forgotten, purged, borne and cast behind Jehovah’s back.  

W.S.

804 The Forgiveness of Sins

  1 The Message—is preached unto you  Acts 13:38

  2 The Source—Jesus, a Prince and Saviour   Acts 5:31

  3 The Ground—for His name’s sake  1 John 2:12

  4 The Means—through His blood  Eph.1:7

  5 The Condition—if we confess our sins  1 John 1:9

  6 The Extent—all trespasses  Col.2:13

  7 The Measure—the riches of His grace   Eph.1:7

  8 The Result—forgiving one another   Eph.4:32

 I.W.P.

805 The Common Salvation  Acts 13:38,39

Here is—

  A Royal Proclamation—preached

  A Purchased Salvation—through this Man

  A Personal Salvation—unto you

  A Plenteous Salvation—all that believe

  A Present Salvation—is preached

  A Perfect Salvation—justified from all things

  A Peerless Salvation—could not be justified by the law of Moses

                                                     J.WCA.

806 Paul’s Sermon in Pisidian Antioch   Acts 13:16-51

  1 HIS APPROACH—‘Men of Israel! Divine Government   vs.16-25

(The God of Israel chose, exalted, suffered, gave, raised up)

  2 HIS APPLICATION—To you is the word of this salvation sent  vs.26:37

  3 HIS APPEAL—Believe (v.39), Beware (v.40), Behold (v.41)

Results—Propagation of the Word of the Lord  v.49

         Persecution of the preachers of the Word   v.50

         Perseverance of the missionaries of Christ  v.51

807 The Things Spoken by Paul  Acts 13:45

HOW WERE THEY SPOKEN?

  In a Wooing tone   Acts 20:20

  With Weeping eyes   Acts 20:19,31

  With a Warning note   Acts 20:28-31

WHAT THINGS WERE SPOKEN?

  1 Repentance toward God and Faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ (Epistles to Romans and Galatians)   Acts 20:21

  2 The Gospel of the grace of God (1 and 2 Corinthians)  Acts 20:24

  3 The Kingdom of God (1 and 2 Thessalonians)   Acts 20:25

  4 The whole counsel of God (the Prison Epistles)  Acts 20:27

  5 The words of the Lord Jesus (the Pastoral Epistles)   Acts 20:35

HOW THEY WERE RECEIVED?

  With opposition and blasphemy by the Jews—Hostile Critics  Acts 13:45

  With reverence and receptivity by Lydia—True believer  Acts 16:14

  With indifference and inattention by Eutychus—Careless Backslider  Acts 20:9

  With courtesy and rejection by the Centurion—Friendly worldling  Acts 27:11

808 The Work the Missionaries Accomplished 

  1 Proclamation of the Gospel  Acts 14:21

  2 Impartation of the truth  Acts 14:21

  3 Confirmation of the disciples  Acts 14:22

  4 Exhortation of the believers  Acts 14:22

  5 Ordination of elders   Acts 14:23

  6 Supplication for the saints   Acts 14:23

  7 Commendation of the saints to the Lord   Acts 14:23

809 The Council at Jerusalem  Acts 15

  1 What it was—a meeting of the local church, the first assembly Conference on record  vs.4,6

  2 Where it was held—in Jerusalem  v.4

  3 Why was it convened? To consider a matter of the utmost importance in missionary work  vs.4-6

  4 Who met in conference? Apostles, elders, missionaries and delegates from the assembly at Antioch   vs.4-6

  5 How did it proceed? With reports from missionary workers, Peter, Paul and Barnabas.

Peter’s Address—vs.7-11

  An Intimation—Gentiles, hearing the Word he preached, believed, were cleansed and received the Holy Ghost

  An Inference—Salvation comes to them, as to the Jews, by the grace of or Lord Jesus Christ, through faith, and not by the law of Moses

  An Inconsistency—Why then pt upon them a yoke they had not borne—circumcision and the Mosaic law—which neither the Jews in the past not then were able to bear?

  Barnabas and Paul reported the conversion of Gentiles and the marvelous change in their lives, without circumcision v.12

  James, an elder in Jerusalem, summing up, gave his judgment on the matter  vs.13-21

  The decision of the Conference was recorded and reported by letter to the local churches   vs.22-29

810 Paul’s Visions

  1 Near Damascus—a man in sin  Acts 9:12; 26:19

  2 Outside Lystra—a man in Christ   Acts 14:19; 2 Cor.12:1-4

  3 At Troas—a man in the Spirit  Acts 16:9

  4 In Corinth—a man in communion   Acts 18:9,10

  5 In the castle, Jerusalem—a prisoner in chains   Acts 23:11

811 Prayer Meetings and Conversions in Acts 16

  1 Before a Prayer Meeting—Conversion of a slave girl under Satanic control  vs.16-18

  2 During a Prayer meeting—Conversion of Lydia, a seller of purple  vs.13,14

  3 After a Prayer meeting—Conversion of the jailor and his household  vs.25-33

812 Lydia, an Asiatic, the First Convert in Philippi

  1 Her Ears were opened to hear the Word spoken by Paul  Acts 16:14

  2 Her Heart was opened to accept the Lord Jesus Christ   Acts 16:14

  3 Her Mouth was opened to confess the Lord   Acts 16:15

  4 Her Home was opened to receive the Lord’s servants   Acts 16:15

813 The Conversion of the Philippian Jailor

  1 Sudden Shaking—the foundations of the prison were shaken  Acts 16:26

  2 Alarmed Awaking—the keeper—awaking—would have killed himself  Acts 16:27

  3 Unwonted Quaking—he—sprang in and came trembling  Acts 16:29

  4 Earnest Seeking—Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  Acts 16:30

  5 Faithful Speaking—Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house  Acts 16;31

  6 Decision making—Believing in God with all his house   Acts 16:34

  7 Joyous Partaking—Set meat before them, and rejoiced  Acts 16:34

 814 Paul in Athens

WHAT GOD SAYS OF THEM

The people of Athens were—

  Steeped in Idolatry   Acts 17:16

  Soaked in Philosophy  Acts 17:18,21

  Sunk in Superstition  Acts 17:22

WHAT THEY SAID OF PAUL—

  1 An Ignorant Plagiarist, picking up scraps of knowledge  Acts 17:18

    (‘Babbler’—Greek ‘Spermo-logos’—a seed-picker)

  2 An Announcer of foreign Deities   Acts 17:18

  3 A Teacher of new Doctrines  Acts 17:19

  4 A Propagator of Strange Teaching  Acts 17:20

WHAT PAUL TOLD THEM—

The God Whom they did not know is

  1 the Ruler of the Universe   Acts 17:24

  2 the Source of all life   Acts 17:25

  3 the Creator of all mankind   Acts 17:26

  4 Regulator of world events  Acts 17:26

The God Whom they did not know Commands all men to repent  Acts 17:30

  Has appointed a day of judgment   Acts 17:31

  Raised Jesus from the dead to be the judge of all   Acts 17:31

815 God’s Horizon

  Occurrences of the Greek verb ‘Horizo’, from which ‘Horizon’ is derived, and which is translated—determine, determinate, declare, limit, etc.

On the Horizon of God are—

  1 the Epochs of History   Acts 17:26

  2 the Frontiers of Geography   Acts 17:26

  3 the Road to Calvary  Luke 22:22

  4 the Death of Christ on the Cross   Acts 2:23

  5 the Resurrection of Jesus   Rom.1:4

  6 the Opportunities to hear God’s voice   Heb.4:7

  7 the Coming Judgment and the Judge   Acts 10:42

816 Repentance

  1 The Authority of God commands it   Acts 17:30

  2 The Goodness of God leads to it   Rom.2:4

  3 The Longsuffering of God waits for it   2 Pet.3:8

  4 The Grace of God grants it   Acts 11:19

  5 The Love of God rejoices over it   Luke 15:7

W.W.F.

817 Bt Royal Command  Acts 17:30,31

  1 Who commands? God

  2 When?          now

  3 Whom?         all men

  4 Where?         everywhere

  5 What?          to repent

  6 Why?           day appointed and Judge appointed

818 Sinners Paul Addressed

  1 The Careless Sinner—Gallio  Acts 18:17

Indifference is a deadly enemy of the Gospel, and is a marked characteristic of men in these last days (Jonah 1:6; Amos 6:1)

  2 The Convicted Sinner—Felix  Acts 24:25

Conviction is not conversion (Prov.27:1)

  3 The Calculating Sinner—Agrippa   Acts 26:28

‘With a little persuasion you would like to make me a Christian.’

‘Even from the Gates of Heaven there was a way to Hell’—Bunyan

  All three perished, as far as the Scriptures enlighten us.

W.A.T.

819 Prisca the Faithful

  Prisca—means ‘old woman’, though she does not appear to have been old when Paul met her.

  Paul always uses the proper form of her name Prisca (Cf. the R.V.)

  Luke always uses the diminutive or endearing form, Priscilla.

  She was the wife of Aquila, a Jewish tentmaker, and they are always mentioned together.

  She was—

1 Of high rank: it has been suggested that her social status was higher than her husband’s

2 Of a Hospitable nature—‘Paul abode with them’  Acts 18:3

3 Of Holy deportment—a helper of Paul in Christ   Rom.16:4

4 Well instructed in the Scriptures—expounded to Apollos the Word of God more perfectly   Acts 18:26

5 Full of courage:--she and Aquila ‘risked their necks’  Rom.16:4

6 Ready for self-sacrifice for Paul’s sake  Rom.16:4

7 Greatly loved by the saints in all the churches   Rom.16:4

820 Apollos the Eloquent Preacher 

Apollos was—

  1 Skilful in the Scriptures   Acts 18:24

  2 Forceful in his Fervour   Acts 18:25

  3 Useful in his Utterances  Acts 18:25

  4 Powerful in his Preaching   Acts 18:25

  5 Helpful in his Humility  Acts 18:26; 1 Cor.3:6

  6 Faithful in his Friendship  1 Cor.3:4; 16:12

  7 Tactful in his Teamwork  1 Cor.3,4; 16:12

821 Apollos the Missionary from Africa

  1 His Antecedents—a Jew by birth, an African by nationality  Acts 18:24

  2 His Ability in the Scriptures; His Discourses were Scriptural—‘mighty in the Scriptures’; His Delivery was Splendid—‘eloquent in speech’

  3 His Ardour of spirit—‘fervent in spirit’, full of enthusiasm  Acts 18:25

  4 His Activity in service—He taught   Acts 18:25

                         He spoke boldly   Acts 18:26

  5 His Achievements among the saints—He helped the believers much  Acts 18:27

He watered the young churches  1 Cor.3:6

822 Paul’s Ministry at Ephesus 

Paul’s Address to the elders of the church at Ephesus comprised—

  1 His Personal Activities during his three years there   Acts 20:18-27

  2 His Pastoral Advice for the church’s future welfare  Acts 20:28-31

  3 His Practical Application of his example and teaching  Acts 20:32-35

His ministry among them was—

  1 Unostentatious—with all humility   Acts 20:19,20

  2 Gracious—with many tears   Acts 20:19

  3 Profitable—kept back nothing that was profitable   Acts 20:20

  4 Faithful—testifying repentance  Acts 20:21,26

  5 Fearless—I have not shunned to declare   Acts 20:27

  6 Full—the whole counsel of God   Acts 20:27

  7 Far-seeing—I ceased not to warn every onenight and day   Acts 20:29-31

823 Elders and their Work   Acts 20:17,28

Elders of the church should be—

  1 Shepherds—to feed the flock  Acts 20:28; 1 Pet.5:2

  2 Guides—to lead the saints  Heb.13:7 (Margin)

  3 Guardians—to watch for the souls of believers  Heb.13:17

  4 Overseers—to take the oversight of the church  1 Pet.5:2,3

  5 Teachers—to instruct the disciples  1 Tim.3:2

  6 Fathers—to give counsel and comfort  1 Thess.2:11

  7 Examples—to show the character of the Head of the Church  1 Pet.5:3,4

824 The Flock of God   Acts 20:28; 1 Pet.5:2

  1 Sought by the loving Shepherd when going astray  Luke 15:4

  2 Bought by the Good Shepherd with His precious blood  Acts 20:28

  3 Brought by the Great Shepherd into the one flock  John 10:16

  4 Taught by the Under-shepherds to feed on the Word  1 Pet.5:2,4

The Under-shepherds are the gift of the Chief Shepherd  Eph.4:11

                    Are to be examples to the flock  1 Pet.5:3

                    Will be rewarded by the Chief Shepherd  1 Pet.5:4

825 The Word of His Grace

  The message of God’s free bounty has a wonderful effect on the hearts of believers. Paul, in concluding his address to the Ephesian elders, shows its practical application—

  1 The Word of His grace and what it does—sets apart for God builds up gives an inheritance  Acts 20:32

  2 The Example of Paul and what it shows—not to covet; not to be idle; to help others  Acts 20:33,34

  3 The Saying of our Lord and what it means--    Acts 20:35

Happiness is greater in giving to others than receiving from others.

826 A Remarkable Contrast in Acts 21

  1 Four women filled with the Spirit   Acts 21:9

  2 Four men filled with religion   Acts 21:23

W.W.F.

827 Things to Come   Acts 24:25

  1 A Life to come  1 Tim.4:8

  2 An Age to come  Matt.12:32

  3 A World to come   Heb.2:5

  4 Judgment to come   Heb.24:25

  5 Wrath to come   Matt.3:7

828 Paul’s Obedience to God’s Call   Acts 26:19

The Call came through—the Voice of the Lord and   Acts 26:14

                      the Vision of the lost   Acts 26:18

  (The lost—blind, in darkness, under Satan’s control, guilty sinners and disinherited.)

  to—the Vocation of a Lifetime—a minister and a witness   Acts 26:16

His Obedience was—Immediate—Whereupon, O King Agrippa   Acts 26:19

                   Implicit—I was not disobedient   Acts 26:19

                   Impelling—but showed first unto them that they should repent  Acts 26:20

829 Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck  Acts 27

  1 DIVINE PROTECTION—Julius, although a Roman Centurion, is kindly disposed toward Paul and brings him safely to Rome. God was at the back of the arrangement  v.1

  2 PERILOUS REJECTION—Paul’s wise advice to the mariners was rejected, like the Gospel today  vs.10,11

  3 PREVAILING INTERCESSION—During the great storm Paul had been praying for the safety of the 275 lives on board  vs.21:22

  4 COMPLETE SALVATION—All lives saved  v.22

  5 PERSONAL DEVOTION—‘Whose I am’—Possession

                            ‘Whom I serve’—Consecration  v.23

PERFECT RESIGNATION—The storm was unabated. Paul did not trust the ship, for it was doomed, not the sailors, a bad lot, but against all appearances he trusted God  v.25

J.G.

830 Life’s Voyage

The Voyage of life is like the voyage described in Acts 27.

  1 WHAT KIND OF VOYAGE—Difficult—the wind not suffering us  v.7

                          Dangerous—sailing was now dangerous  v.9

                          Detrimental—with hurt and much damage  v.10

  2 WHAT MEN TRUST ON LIFE’S VOYAGE—the Voice of Experience—the master and owner  v.11

the Way of Expediency—the haven was not commodious  v.12

the Drift of Circumstances—the south wind blew softly   v.13

  3 WHAT MANY DO IN LIFE’S STORMS—Are Deaf to Revelation—do not heed the things spoken by Paul   vs.10:11

Desire Reformation—lighten the ship   v.18

Are Driven to Desperation—all hope—taken away   v.28

  4 THE TRUE HOPE OF THE SOUL—the four anchors  v.29

(1) Christ our Redeemer—Whose I am   v.23

(2) Christ our Lord—Whom I serve   v.23

(3) Christ our Comforter—Fear not   v.24

(4) Christ our Counsellor—it was told me   v.25

831 Three Great Storms in the Bible Story  Acts 27

  1 Jonah asleep in a storm—the Disobedient servant, unconcerned  Jonah 1:4,5

  2 Jesus asleep in a storm—the Perfect Servant, unperturbed   Matt.8:24

  3 Paul awake in a storm—the Zealous servant, unflinching   Acts 28:18,21

ROMANS

832 The New Testament Epistles

PAUL wrote to, and of, the Church of God--   13 Letters

PETER wrote to, and of, the Flock of God--    2 Letters

JOHN wrote to, and of, the Family of God--    3 Letters

JAMES wrote to, and of, the People of God--    1 Letter

JUDE wrote to, and of, the Saints of God--      1 Letter

The Epistle to the Hebrews—the author uncertain—was written to Hebrew Christians and contains, more than any other letter, citations from, and allusions to, the Old Testament Scriptures.

833 Divisions of the Epistle to the Romans

  1 God’s Grace—Doctrinally stated  chs.1-4

  2 God’s Grace—Practically applied   chs.5-8

  3 God’s Sovereignty—seen in His purposes—for Israel and the nations  chs.9-11

  4 God’s Sovereignty—in the lift of the individual Christian, in the church and in the State   chs.12-15

  5 Paul’s SALUTATIONS   ch.16

834 The Facts of the Gospel Unfolded

  1 Condemnation of sinful men, opposed to God—Reprobate minds and Dishonoured bodies   Rom.1:1-32

  2 Explanation of God’s Dealings with men, and God’s verdict of Guilt  Rom.2:1-3, 18

  3 Propitiation for sin by the death of Christ, a sinless sacrifice  Rom.3:19-26

  4 Justification through faith in Christ  Rom.3:27-31

  5 Illustration of how God justifies the believer in Christ  Rom.4:1-25

835 Christ’s Resurrection and Ours in ‘Romans’

  1 The Proof of Christ’s Deity  Rom.1:4

  2 The Pledge of our justification  Rom.4:24,25

  3 The Pattern of new life in Christ  Rom.6:4,5,9

  4 The Power for the expression of that life  Rom.7:4

  5 The Promise of our resurrection   Rom.8:11

  6 The Provision for our peace of mind   Rom.8:34

  7 The Profession of our faith for salvation  Rom.10:9

836 Don’t be Ignorant, Brethren 

Seven things about which brethren are not expected to be ignorant.

  1 Fruitbearing  Rom.1:13

  2 God pleasing  1 Cor.10:1

  3 Spiritual Gifts  1 Cor.12:1

  4 Confidence in God   2 Cor.1:8,9

  5 Reunion of saints  1 Thess.4:13

  6 Cutting off of Israel  Rom.11:25

  7 Faithful Promises  2 Pet.3:8

HYP.

837 The Christian’s Debts

  1 To all men, Jew and Gentile, to preach the Gospel  Rom.1:14

  2 To God, to live after the Spirit, mortifying the deeds of the flesh  Rom.8:12

  3 To all the saints, to love one another  Rom.13:8

  4 To the poor saints and to those who minister spiritually, to give  Rom.15:26,27

838 Why Preach the Gospel?

  1 Because of what man is, a sinner irrespective of colour, culture, class or creed  Rom.1:15; 1:17; 3:23

  2 Because of what God is, a Saviour holy, just and unchanging, ‘TME WRITES NO WRINKLE ON THE BROW OF THE ETERNAL’.   Rom.1:17;3:26

  3 Because of what the Gospel is, good news and God’s power unto salvation  Rom.1:16

  4 Because of what Christ is, the theme of the Gospel and the Judge of all men  Rom.1:3; 2:16

  5 Because of what we Christians are, Trustees of the Gospel, Debtors to our fellow-men, and Ambassadors for Christ   Rom.1:5; 1:14; 2 Cor.5:20

839 Not Ashamed

  1 The Christian is not ashamed of the Gospel of his salvation  Rom.1:16

  2 The Servant of Christ is not ashamed of suffering for Christ  2 Tim.1:12

  3 God is not ashamed to be called the believer’s  Heb.11:16

  4 Christ is not ashamed to call His saints ‘Brethren’  Heb.2:11

840 Things Which may be Despised

  1 The riches of God’s goodness  Rom.2:4

  2 The chastening of the Lord  Heb.12:5

  3 One of Christ’s little ones  Matt.18:10

  4 The Church of God  1 Cor.11:22

  5 Prophecy   1 Thess.5:20

  6 Other people by those who are self-righteous  Luke 18:9

  7 Master by their servants  1 Tim.6:2

(Employers by their employees)  

T.B.

841 Justification 

  1 We are justified by God—The SOURCE of it   Rom.3:26

  2 We are justified by grace—The SPRING of it   Rom.3:24

  3 We are justified by blood—The GROUND of it   Rom.5:9

  4 We are justified by resurrection—The ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of it  Rom.4:25

  5 We are justified by faith—The PRINCIPLE of it  Rom.5:1

W.S.

842 Seven Things about Justification

  1 The Source—It is God that justifieth  Rom.8:33

  2 The Spring—Being justified freely by His grace   Rom.3:24

  3 The Ground—Being now justified by His blood  Rom.5:9

  4 The Proof—He was raised again because of our justification  Rom.4:25

  5 The Means—Being justified by faith  Rom.5:1

  6 The Evidence—By thy words thou shalt be justified   Matt.12:37

  7 The Fruit—By works a man is justified  James 2:24

G.GOODMAN

843 What Shall We Say?

  1 God is the righteous Judge of the world   Rom.3:5

  2 Abraham was justified by faith, not works   Rom.4:1

  3 We who are dead to sin (confessed at Baptism) must not continue in sin  Rom.6:1

  4 The Law is right and good, but the trouble is the sinful nature within us  Rom.7:7

  5 God is for us and greater than anything that may seem to be against us  Rom.8:31

  6 God is sovereign but never acts unrighteously  Rom.9:14

  7 Gentiles who do not have the law of righteousness are counted righteous through faith in Christ  Rom.9:30

844 The Righteous

NONE RIGHTEOUS—‘No, not one’ of the human race   Rom.3:10

ONE RIGHTEOUS—the centurion’s confession  Luke 23:47

SOME RIGHTEOUS—made righteous by the obedience of One  Rom.5:19; 1 Cor.1:30

ALL RIGHTEOUS—Of a future day it is written, ‘My people also shall be all righteous’  Isa.60:21; Rev.21:27

W.LUFF

845 Man’s Destitution

  1 No righteousness   Rom.3:10

  2 No understanding   Rom.3:11

  3 No desire for God   Rom.3:11

  4 No goodness       Rom.3:12

  5 No peace          Rom.3:17

  6 No fear of God     Rom.3:18

  7 No defence        Rom.3:19

                        H.K.D.

846 Abraham’s Faith

  Two illustrations of justification by faith in Rom.4, Abraham and David. Neither could be justified by the works of the Law, for Abraham lived before the Law was given, and David broke the Law.

  1 Circumcision—the SEAL of faith: Abraham’s faith was Prospective  Rom.4:11

  2 Experience—the STEPS of faith: Abraham’s faith was Progressive  Rom.4:12

  3 Progeny—the SEED of faith: Abraham’s faith was Productive  Rom.4:16

     (natural and spiritual)

  4 Confidence—the STRENGTH of faith: Abraham’s faith was Persuasive  Rom.4:20

847 The Steps of Abraham’s Faith   Rom.4:12

  Observe that it does not say—‘who walk in the steps of our father Abraham’, for sometimes he took false and wrong steps, but ‘who walk in the steps of that FAITH of our father Abraham’ See Heb.13:7

  Step number One—Leaving all for God  Gen.12:5; Heb.11:8

  Step number two—Leaving all with God  Gen.13:9,14

  Step number three—Finding all in God   Gen.15:1

  Step number four—Yielding all to God   Gen.22:16

848 The Believer’s Confidence 

  1 His past—Justified by faith   Rom.5:1

  2 His present—This grace wherein we stand  Rom.5:2

  3 His prospect—The glory of God   Rom.5:2

  4 His experience—Tribulations also  Rom.5:3

  5 The Outcome—Hope, and the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost   Rom.5:5

J.H.

849 The Four Freedoms in Romans

  1 Freedom from sin’s guilt in Christ our new Head  Rom.5:12-21

  2 Freedom from sin’s dominion as servants of a new Master   Rom.6:12-33

  3 Freedom from the Law’s bondage, married to a new Husband  Rom.7:1-6

  4 Freedom from the law of sin and death by the Spirit, a new Guide  Rom.8:1-14

850 Triplets in Romans    Romans 5:1-20

  1 v.1 Peace with God—as to the past

v.2 Access into this grace—our present standing

v.3 Hope of the glory—our future prospect

  2 Faith in v.1, Hope in v.2, Love in v.3

  3 Patience, experience, hope in v.4

  4 Peace with God in v.11

  5 We rejoice in hope v.2, in tribulation v.3, in God v.11

  6 In vs.6 and 7—Ungodly man, righteous man, and good man

  7 Christ died for the ungodly v.6, for sinners v.8, for His enemies v.10

  8 The Trinity—God the Father in v.1, God the Holy Ghost in v.5, and the Lord Jesus Christ in v.11.
  9 Grace in v.15, Abundant grace in v.17, superabundant grace in v.20.

J.M.H.

851 What Sin has Done  

  1 Made man a transgressor  Rom.5:14

  2 Made Satan a tyrant  Heb.2:14

  3 Made God a worker   Isa.65:17

  4 Made Christ a sufferer   1 Pet.3:18

  5 Made earth a wilderness  Rom.8:22

  6 Made punishment a necessity  Matt.25:46

  7 Made hell a reality   Luke 16:23

T.B.

852 The Free Gift  Rom.5:15, 16,18

There are five things about this gift in Romans 5.

  1 THE GIVER—GOD v.15

He is the God of peace—Peace with God  v.1

He is the God of glory—Glory of God   v.2

He is the God love—Love of God  vs.5-8

He is the God of reconciliation—‘reconciled to God’  v.10

He is the God of joy—Joy of God   v.11

He is the God of grace—Grace of God  v.15

  2 THE GIFT—JESUS CHRIST  vs.15-17

He was the Promised Gift Gen.12:5-7 with Gal.3:16

He is a Precious Gift 1 Pet.2:7

He was a Providing Gift for He has provided

  Peace with God v.1, an access to God v.2, the joy of hope v.2, the Holy Ghost v.5, Salvation vs.6,8,9,16, Eternal life v.21, Justification vs.1-9.

  3 THE GROUND OF THE GIFT—THE GRACE OF GOD  v.15

The Source of Grace—God v.15

The Subjects of Grace—the strengthless v.6, sinners v.8, enemies v.10, the disobedient v.19, the dead in sin v.12, the condemned v.18, the separated v.11.

The Standing of Grace—sure standing place v.21

The Surmounting of Grace—Much more v.20

Submitting to Grace—so might grace reign v.21

  4 THE GLORY OF THE GIFT—Hath abounded unto many v.15

  5 THE GRACIOUSNESS OF THE GIFT—The free gift v.15

W.J.D.

853 Early Stages of the Christian Life

  1 The sinner is his poverty accepts the Gift of righteousness  Rom.5:17

  2 The believer, dead with Christ, enters a Grave—‘buried with Him in baptism’  Rom.6:4

  3 The believer, risen with Christ, is planted in a Garden ‘Planted together in the likeness of His resurrection’  Rom.6:5

  4 The believer, yielded to God, moves toward a Goal—Holiness and everlasting life  Rom.6:13,22

854 Baptism unto the Name of the Lord Jesus  Rom.6:1-4

This is not dedication but a Figure of Death, Burial and Resurrection with Christ. It is—

  1 A sign of repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ  Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38

  2 The Appeal (interrogation—R.V.) of a good conscience  1 Pet.3:20-22

  3 A figure of burial with Christ and death unto sin   Rom.6:3,4; Col.2:12

  4 The beginning of a new life of holiness   Rom.6:4,22

  5 The putting on of a new and beautiful robe, Christ   Gal.3:27

  6 An initial step in discipleship   Matt.28:19 (R.V.)

  7 An act of public testimony before men  Acts 9:18

The word ‘unto’ (Greek--eis) used in Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5, signifies that the baptized person becomes the sole property of the person indicated after ‘eis’—‘Ye are not your own’ 1 Cor.6:19 ‘Ye are Christ’s’ 1 Cor.3:23

855 The Cross of Christ in Paul’s Epistles

ROMANS—The Believer on the Cross—crucified with Him—The Identity it Produces   Rom.6:6

I CORINTHIANS—the Preaching of the Cross—The Mystery it Unfolds 1 Cor.1:18

GALATIANS—The Offence of the Cross—Why do I yet suffer persecution? The Ignominy it Implies  Gal.5:11

EPHESIANS—The Power of the Cross—reconcile both unto God—The Unity it Effects  Eph.2:16

PHILIPPIANS—The Death of the Cross—became obedient unto death—The Humility it Displays  Phil.2:8

COLOSSIANS—The Blood of the Cross—‘Having made peace’—The Victory it Achieves  Col.1:20; 2:14,15

856 Life’s Greatest  Rom.6:23

  1 Life’s greatest reality—Sin

  2 Life’s greatest certainty—The wages of sin is death

  3 Life’s greatest offer—The gift of God

  4 Life’s greatest issues—‘Death’ and ‘Life’

  5 Life’s greatest choices—‘Wages’ or ‘Gift’

  6 Life’s greatest medium—Through Jesus Christ

857 The Impeccability of Our Lord Jesus Christ

  Jesus Christ was Immaculate—‘He did not sin’ 1 Pet.2,22

  He was also Impeccable—for ‘In Him was no sin’  1 John 3:5

  Yet He came ‘in the likeness of sinful flesh’ Rom.8:3 His Humanity was different from our which is sinful: His was sinless: His Humanity was different from Adam’s which was at first innocent: yet ‘He knew no sin’ 2 Cor.5:21

  Adam and Eve were capable of not sinning, but not incapable of sinning.

  1 Jesus was born without sin—‘that holy thing that shall be born of thee’ (No other person was called holy at birth)  Luke 1:35

  2 His Temptation were real, yet ‘sin apart’  Heb.4:15

3 His response to temptation was different from ours, for He had no ‘lust’ within Him to respond  James 1:14

4 His temptations were under the severest circumstances—in a wilderness at the beginning of His ministry, in a Garden (Gethsemane) before the Cross, and related to His perfect fulfillment of the Father’s will  Matt.4:4; 26,38

  5 His suffering in temptation was a real experience, so He is able to succour them that are tempted  Heb.2:18

858 The Holy Spirit in Five Realms in Rom.8

  1 In the Realm of Control   Keyword ‘law’  --A Principle that Emancipates vs.2-4

  2 In the Realm of Thought  Keyword ‘mind’  --A Power that Elevates  vs.5-7

  3 In the Realm of Action  Keyword ‘deed’  --A Process that Eradicates  v.13

  4 In the Realm of Environment  Keyword ‘hope’  --A Prospect that Exhilarates  vs.22-25

  5 In the Realm of Prayer  Keyword ‘intercession’  --A Paraclete Who Educates  vs.26,27

859 The Spirit

  1 The Possession of the Spirit  Rom.8:11

  2 The Leading of the Spirit  Rom.8:14

  3 The Witness of the Spirit   Rom.8:16

  4 The Firstfruits of the Spirit   Rom.8:23

  5 The Help of the Spirit  Rom.8:26

  6 The Intercession of the Spirit   Rom.8:26

  7 The Mind of the Spirit   Rom.8:27

H.K.D.

860 The Effect of Receiving the Spirit

  1 Godward—Prayer   Rom.8:15

  2 Soulward—Conflict   Gal.5:17

  3 Churchward—Love   Acts 4:31

  4 Worldward—Separation   Acts 5:13

JS.FS.

861 The Glory of the Lord    as revealed in—

  1 The Liberty of His glory   Rom.8:21

  2 The Gospel of His glory  2 Cor.4:4

  3 The Body of His glory   Phil.3:21

  4 The Power of His glory   Col.1:11

  5 The Appearing of His glory   Tit.2:13

H.K.D.

862 God for Us   Rom.8:31

    AGAINST US                         GOD FOR US IN

1 The Guilty Past (things behind)         1 The Gift of righteousness

                   Col.2:13                       Rom.5:16,17

2 Fleshly lusts (things within)             2 The Power of the Spirit

              1 Pet.2:11                            Rom.8:4,13

3 Adverse circumstances(things without)   3 The Gift of His Son

               Gen.42:36                          Rom.8:32

863 He Spared not His Son   Rom.8:32

Here is—

  1 God’s answer to our Opponents—‘Christ that died’—His crucifixion  Rom.8:34

  2 God’s answer to our Accusers—Christ risen again—His resurrection  Rom.8:33,34

  3 God’s answer to our Sentence of Condemnation—Christ’s Exaltation—Christ at God’s right hand  Rom.8:1,34

  4 God’s answer to our present sufferings—Christ our Intercessor—His Priesthood  Isa.53:12

864 No Separation from God’s Love in Christ  Rom.8:38,39

  1 By death or life  2 absolute states

  2 By angels, principalities or powers, whether evil or good   3 spiritual forces

  3 By things present or things to come   2 time states

  4 By height or depth   2 relative worlds

  5 By anything else in creation not in the list of 9 (Number of finality) already named.

THE REASON—

  God’ Purpose for us   Rom.8:29,30

  God’s Provision for us  Gal.5:22,23

865 God’s Earthly People and God’s Effectual Purpose for Them

  1 Their Peculiar Privileges  Rom.9:3-5

(Nationality, sonship, glory, covenants, the Law, priestly service, the promises, the fathers, the Messiah )

  2 Their Preference by God  Rom.9:13

(Isaac, not Ishmael: Jacob, not Esau-chosen)

  3 Their Present Hardness—Eyes blinded, ears deaf to God   Rom.11:7,8

  4 Their Provocation to Jealousy at the blessing of the Gentiles   Rom.11:14

  5 Their Predestined Preservation—all Israel shall be saved (Nationally, not individually)   Rom.11:15,26

866 The Goodness and Severity of God  Rom.11:22

God’s Goodness is seen in—

  The Kindness of a LOVING GOD  Titus 3:4

  The Grace of a LIBERAL GOD   Eph.2:7

  The Forbearance of a LONGSUFFERING GOD   Rom.2:4

God’s Severity (Greek—the Sheerness of a rock or precipice. The word is only found here in the New Testament) is seen in—

  The sudden descent of judgment—at the Flood   Gen.7:10; Matt.24:39

                                 on Sodom and Gomorrah  Gen.19:24

                                 on the Egyptians’ firstborn  Exod.12:29

                                 on backsliding Israel  Rom.11:11

867 The Greatness of God 

  1 The Greatness of His wisdom  Rom.11:33

  2 The Grandeur of His judgments  Rom.11:33

  3 The Graciousness of His ways  Rom.11:33

  4 The Glory of His power  Rom.11:36

868 Through Him are all Things  Rom.11:36

  We have peace with God through out Lord Jesus Christ  Rom.5:1

  We have received the atonement through our Lord Jesus Christ  Rom.5:11

  We have joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ  Rom.5:11

  We have eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ  Rom.6:23

  We have the victory over death through our Lord Jesus Christ  1 Cor.15:57

  To God be the glory though our Lord Jesus Christ  Rom.16:27

                                                  E.A.H.

869 Divine Sovereignty in Seven Spheres  Rom.chs.12-15

  1 In the individual Christian’s life  Rom.12:1,2

  2 In the Church of God   Rom.12:3-16

  3 In the world of men   Rom.12:17-21

  4 In the government of the State  Rom.13:1-7

  5 In the Kingdom of God  Rom.13:8-14

  6 In view of the Judgment seat   Rom.14:1-23

  7 In the service of His people  Rom.15:1-33

(to the Saviour, to the saints and to sinners)

870 Full Consecration  Rom.12:1,2

  1 The Salvation of God—by the mercies of God

  2 The Presentation of our bodies—present your bodies

  3 The Dedication of our lives—a living sacrifice

  4 The Renovation of our minds—by the renewing of your mind

  5 The Transformation of our whole being—by ye transformed

871 One Body  Rom.12:5

The expression occurs eight times in the New Testament.

  1 The individual member of the Body and his ministry  Rom.12:3-9

  2 The inter-relationship of the members and their importance  1 Cor.12:13-27

  3 The inter-dependence of the members and the Head in heaven  Col.2:18,19

  4 The interpretation of the character of the Head by the members  Eph.4:11-17

872 The Spiritual Barometer

  1 Fervent in spirit  Rom.12:11

  2 Active in service  Rom.12:11

  3 Rejoicing in hope  Rom.12:12

  4 Patient in tribulation  Rom.12:12

  5 Importunate in prayer  Rom.12:12

  6 Liberal in hospitality  Rom.12:13

  7 Impartial in love  Rom.12:14

873 Christ as Lord

Spheres in which the Lordship of Christ in the believer is emphasized—

  1 In the Recognition of the liberty of each believer  Rom.14:6-11

(Lord—8 times in 6 verses)

  2 In the Remembrance of the Lord at the Lord’s Supper  1 Cor.11:20-32

(Lord—7 times in 13 verses)

  3 In the Relationships of daily life  Col.3:16 to 4:1

(Lord—8 times in 11 verses)

  4 In the Return of the Lord Himself to the air for His own  1 Thess.4:13-18

(Lord—5 times in 4 verses)

874 Be Like-Minded  Rom.15:5

  1 A Right Mind  Luke 8:35

  2 A Sound Mind  2 Tim.1:7

  3 A Pure Mind  2 Pet.3:1

  4 A Spiritual Mind  Rom.8:6

  5 A Guided Mind  1 Pet.1:13

  6 A Garrisoned Mind  Phil.4:7

  7 A Renewed Mind  Rom.12:2

 JS.FS.

875 The Evangelist’s Priestly Service  Rom.15:16

  ‘Offering up’—‘sacrificing’ (Margin)—is the same word used of the sacrifices under the Law, of Christ’s sacrifice and of the ‘spiritual sacrifices’ of the ‘holy priesthood’ in 1 Pet.2:5

They are offered to—

  the DOD OF PATIENCE  Rom.15:5

  the GOD OF HOPE   Rom.15:13

  the GOD OF PEACE   Rom.15:33

  --God in the threefold Benediction—and are obtained by the threefold Benefaction of—

  the Divine Deacon, Jesus Christ  Rom.15:8

  the Evangelistic Deacon, Paul  Rol.15:16

  the Ecclesiastical Deacon, the treasurer of the churches  Rom.15:26

In carrying out a threefold Benevolence—

  the strong helping the weak   Rom.15:1

  the taught teaching the uninstructed  Rom.15:14

  the rich contributing for the poor  Rom.15:26

876 The Names in Romans Chapter 16 and their Spiritual Teaching

  1 PHOEBE: Shining and pure—We are ‘light in the Lord’ Eph.5:8 and ‘Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven’  Matt.5:16

  2 ANDRONICUS: ‘a man excelling others’—We are to ‘covet earnestly the best gifts’   1 Cor.12:31

  3 URBANE: ‘civil and courteous—‘Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt.’  Col.4:6

  4 ARISTOBULUS: the best counselor—In our ministry for Christ—‘preach the Word’  2 Tim.4:2

  5 PHLEGON: zealous—‘Zealous of good works’  Tit.2:14

  6 OLYMPAS: heavenly—‘Partakers of the heavenly calling’ Heb.3:1; ‘Not of the world’ John 17:14

  7 TIMOTHEUS: honoured of God—‘Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a purchased people’—‘ye are now the people of God’ 1 Pet.2:9-10

F.F.

877 Approved  Rom.16:10

  1 Approved in Christ—Apelles was  Rom.16:10

    a man in Christ 2 Cor.12:2, blessed in Christ Eph.1:3

  2 Approved by God—Paul was  1 Thess.2:4

‘to be put in trust with the Gospel’ 

  3 Approved unto God—Timothy was to aim to be 1 Tim.2:15

‘Handling aright the Word of truth’

  4 Approved of men—Those who serve Christ acceptably are  Rom.14:18

But we must be careful not to be Disapproved (meaning of ‘a castaway’ in 1 Cor.9:27)

878 The Discipline of Avoidance

  1 Of Divisive teachers  Rom.16:17

  2 Of Doctrinal heretics  Rom.16:17

  3 Of Disorderly brethren  2 Thess.3:6

  4 Of Disobedient believers  2 Thess.3:14

  5 Of Dishonest trustees  2 Cor.8:20

879 The Mystery of the Gospel  Rom.16:25-27

This mystery is—‘God’s magnificent, world-embracing plan in the Gospel when preached at His command to all nations’  Eph.6:19,20

The Good news itself is not a mystery, for it was ‘preached before unto Abraham’  Gal.3:8

THE GOSPEL—

  1 Its Uniqueness  Col.2:2

  2 Its Utterance  Col.4:3

  3 Its Unity   Col.1:6-9

  4 Its Universality  Rom.16:26

1 CORINTHIANS

880 How 10 Church Problems were Solved

THE PROBLEM

  1 Divisions among the saints  1 Cor.1:11; 3:3

  2 Discipline necessary because of immorality  1 Cor.5:1-7

  3 Defilement and Defrauding one another   1 Cor.6:8, 13-16

  4 Marriage and Divorce in the Christian community  1 Cor.7:1-5

  5 Eating and Drinking and meats offered to idols  Chs.8-10

  6 Divinely-appointed Headships  1 Cor.11:1-16

  7 Disorders at the Lord’s Supper  1 Cor.11:20-22

  8 Distribution and exercise of spiritual gifts  Chs.12-14

  9 Denial of the resurrection by false teachers  1 Cor.15

  10 Donations to the Lord by the saints  1 Cor.16:1-8

THE SOLUTION

  1 Paul’s example in the ways of Christ  1 Cor.4:17

  2 Putting away from among them the wicked person  1 Cor.5:13

  3 Treating their bodies as the temples of the Spirit of God  1 Cor.6:19

  4 Marry ‘only in the Lord’   1 Cor.7:39

  5 Do all to the glory of God  1 Cor.10:31

  6 Submission to God’s order in the assembly gatherings   1 Cor.11:14,16

  7 Self-examination before partaking   1 Cor.11:28

  8 Do everything to edification, and decently and in order  1 Cor.14:26,40

  9 Testimony of the Scriptures and of eyewitnesses   1 Cor.15:4-8

  10 Lay aside on the first day of the week as God Prospers  1 Cor.16:2

881 Seven Things of God

  1 The Will of God   1 Cor.1:1

  2 The Church of God   1 Cor.1:2

  3 The Faithfulness of God   1 Cor.1:9

  4 The Power of God   1 Cor.1:18

  5 The Wisdom of God   1 Cor.1:21

  6 The Testimony of God   1 Cor.2:1

  7 The Deep things of God   1 Cor.2:10

H.K.D.

882 Your Calling

  1 Saints by calling—Partakers of Christ’s Holiness   1 Cor.1:2

  2 Calling on the name of the Lord Jesus—Acknowledgement of Christ’s Lordship   1 Cor.1:2

  3 Called unto the fellowship of His Son—Enjoyment of Christ’s Fellowship  1 Cor.1:9

  4 Unto them that are called, Christ the power of God—Experience of Christ’s Power   1 Cor.1:24

883 The Saints at Corinth

  1 The Message by which they were called—‘Jesus Christ and Him crucified  1 Cor.2:2

  2 The Method by which they were constrained to believe  1 Cor.2:3

NOT by the Oratory of a Declaimer

NOR by the Persuasion of a Political candidate

NOR by the Worldly Wisdom of a Philosopher  1 Cor.2:1-6

  3 The Men who were Chosen—

Socially weak, despised, unlearned   1 Cor.1:26-29

Morally-living in gross sin   1 Cor.6:9-11

Spiritually idolators   1 Cor.12:2

  4 The Manner in which they were changed—Washed, sanctified, justified  1 Cor.6:11

884 What God has Prepared for His Own  1 Cor.2:9,10

Revealed by the Spirit of God in the Word of God to the child of God.

  1 A Marriage Feast  Matt.22:2

  2 Good works  Eph.2:10

  3 A Place in the Father’s house  John 14:2,3

  4 A City which has foundations  Heb.11:16

  5 An Inheritance in His kingdom  Matt.25:34

885 Three Classes of Men

  1 THE NATURAL MAN—in his sins and unregenerate  1 Cor.2:14

Is a child of wrath  Eph.2:3

Does not receive the things of the Spirit   1 Cor.2:14

Does not know them  1 Cor.2:14

Counts them foolish  1 Cor.2:14

Does not understand them  1 Cor.2:14

  2 THE CARNAL MAN—regenerate but living after the flesh  1 Cor.3:1; Rom.7:14; Rom.8:7,8

Cannot take strong meat but only milk

Has not grown in grace

Is sold under sin

Is not submissive to God’s will

Cannot please God

  3 THE SPIRITUAL MAN—regenerate and spiritually healthy  1 Cor.2:13,15

Knows the things God has freely given him  1 Cor.2:13,15

Compares spiritual things with spiritual  1 Cor.2:13,15

Has good discernment  1 Cor.2:13,15

Is able to receive and comprehend the deep things of God  1 Cor.2:13,15

Can restore a brother who has been overtaken in a fault  Gal.6:1

886 God’s Building   1 Cor.3:9

  1 The Habitation of God—Its Purpose  Eph.2:22

  2 The Temple of God—Its Character  1 Cor.3:16,17

  3 The House of God—Its Responsibility  1 Tim.3:15; 1 Pet.2:4,5

(Pillar and Prop of God’s truth on earth)

  4 The Tabernacle of God—Its Destiny  Rev.21:3,10

  5 The City of God—Its Glory  Rev.21:10,11

(God is its Architect and Builder)

887 Believers Are

  Labourers with God  1 Cor.3:9

  the Husbandry of God  1 Cor.3:9

  the Building of God   1 Cor.3:9

  the Temple of God   1 Cor.3:16

  the Property of God   1 Cor.3:23

H.K.D.

888 Seven Forms of Judgment in 1 Corinthians

  1 Motive Judgment   4:5

  2 Self-judgment  11:31

  3 Divine judgment   11:32

  4 Assembly judgment  6:5

  5 World judgment   6:2

  6 Angelic judgment   6:3

  7 Civil judgment    6:6

‘JUDGE YE’  

                T.B.

889 The Corinthians Were—

  1 Begotten through the Gospel  1 Cor.4:15

  2 Brethren, in Christ  1 Cor.2:1

  3 Built by God and for God  1 Cor.3:9

  4 Bought with a price  1 Cor.6:20

  5 Baptized into one Body  1 Cor.12:13

  6 Body of Christ, members in particular   1 Cor.12:27

  7 Beloved by the apostle  1 Cor.15:58

                              JS.FS.

890 Forms of Discipline in the Assembly

  1 Excommunication for grievous Moral Delinquency  1 Cor.5:11-13

  2 Rejection for serious Doctrinal error  2 John 9,11

  3 Public Rebuke for less serious Sin  1 Tim.5:20

  4 Avoidance and Disassociation for Disorderly conduct  1 Thess.5:14

  5 Solemn Warning to Formers of factions  Tit.3:10

  6 Silencing of vain and unprofitable Talkers  Tit.1:10,11

  7 Withdrawal of recognition for Defiance of the church  Matt.18:15-17

891 Let us Keep Festival  1 Cor.5:7,8

  ‘Keep the feast (A.V.) is the translation of one Greek word. The context shows it to be a reference to the Feast of Unleavened bread which immediately followed the Passover and lasted for seven days.

HOW TO KEEP IT—

  1 With the Happiness of a Redeemed people  Exod.5:1

  2 With the Holiness of an Unleavened people  Exod.12:14,15

  3 With the Homage of a Grateful people  Deut.16:15-17

  4 With the Hopefulness of an Expectant people  Deut.16:15-17

892 What God says of Believers

  ‘YE ARE’—

  1 The ‘Ye are’ of Purification   1 Cor.6:11

  2 The ‘Ye are’ of Sanctification   1 Cor.6:11

  3 The ‘Ye are’ of Justification   1 Cor.6:11

  4 The ‘Ye are’ of Association    1 Cor.6:15

  5 The ‘Ye are’ of Possession by Christ (Union with Christ)  1 Cor.6:19

  6 The ‘Ye are’ of Redemption by Christ  1 Cor.6:20

  7 The ‘Ye are’ of Transformation (A Life like Christ)   1 Cor.6:20

G.H.

893 The Laws of the Christian Life

  1 The Laws of Liberty—‘all things are lawful unto me’  1 Cor.6:12; 10:23

  2 The Law of Authority—‘I will not be brought under the power of any’  1 Cor.6:12

  3 The Law of Expediency—‘All things are not expedient’  1 Cor.6:12

  4 The Law of Edification—‘all things edify not’  1 Cor.10:23,24

894 The Believer’s Body Is—

  1 The Tabernacle of his spirit, his ‘ego’  2 Cor.5:1,6

  2 A Member of the Body of Christ  1 Cor.6:13,15; 12:27

  3 The Temple of the Holy Ghost  1 Cor.6:19,20

  4 A Vessel containing a Divine treasure  2 Cor.4:7

  5 A Living Sacrifice to present to God  Rom.12:1

895 The Lord’s Free Man   1Cor.7:22

  Yet—‘the slave of Jesus Christ’ Gal.1:10. The two classes in the Roman world were the free men and the slaves.

MADE FREE—

  1 By the Son  John 8:36

  2 By the Christ  Gal.5:1

  3 By the Truth   John 8:32

  4 By the Law of the Spirit of life   Rom.8:2

  5 By the Spirit of God   2 Cor.3:17,18

896 Married in the Lord    1 Cor.7:39

  When Christ is present and pre-eminent—

1 NO THE WEDDING DAY—    John 2:2

He supplies any lack—Marriage under the Happiest possible conditions   

2 IN THE HOME—He provides for every emergency--     Mark 2:1

  Home Life amid the Healthiest possible circumstances

3 ON LIFE’S JOURNEY—He changes sadness to gladness--   Luke 24:18-32

  Married Life with the Highest possible comfort

897 Service and Reward   1 Cor.9:16-18

  1 Reasons for Service—necessity is laid upon me  1 Cor.9:16

that I might gain them   1 Cor.9:20,21

for the Gospel’s sake    1 Cor.9:23

  2 Requirements for Service—Willingness   1 Cor.9:17

                            Faithfulness   1 Cor.4:2

                            Lowliness     1 Cor.9:19

                            Thoroughness  1 Cor.3:14

  3 Rewards for Service—In measure as we shine here, we shall shine in the day of His glory  Dan.12:3

In measure as we suffer here, we shall reign with Him in glory   2 Tim.2:12

In measure as we serve here, we shall have authority when He returns  Luke 19:17-19

In measure as we are soul-winners here, we shall have joy and rejoicing in His presence   1 Thess.2:19,20

In measure as we shepherd the flock, we shall be commended when the Chief Shepherd appears   1 Pet.5:4

898 Spiritual Athletics 

  1 The short sprint—a race to win the prize (Greek—Stadion, a furlong—220 yards)   1 Cor.9:24

  2 The boxing ring—not beating the air, practicing without an opponent, but giving the opponent—self—the knock-out blow  1 Cor.9:26,27

  3 The Rely race—passing on the truth to the next in line  2 Tim.2:2

  4 The obstacle race—overcoming the obstacles in the way  Gal.5:7

  5 The wrestling match—observing and conforming to the rules  2 Tim.2:5

  6 The Marathon—a long race—running without weights or sin that would trip up, running with endurance  Heb.12:1,2

  7 The last—concentrating on reaching the goal  Phil.3:12-14

    Therefore ‘Exercise (Greek—Gymnastise) thyself unto godliness’  1 Tim.4:7,8

899 The Lord’s Supper   1 Cor.11:20

‘THIS DO’—WHY DO IT?

  1 Because of its Divine Institution  Luke 22:19,20

(In the Father’s counsels, by the Son’s command, with the Spirit’s confirmation)

  2 Because of its Historic Inauguration  1 Cor.11:23

  3 Because of its Apostolic Interpretation  1 Cor.10:16, 17; 11:26

WHAT WE DO?

  1 We remember a Unique Person   1 Cor.11:24

  2 We proclaim a wonderful Death  1 Cor.11:26

  3 We celebrate a notable Victory  1 Cor.15:4

  4 We express a world-wide Fellowship  1 Cor.10:16,17

  5 We anticipate a glorious Event (till He come )   1 Cor.11:26

HOW SHOULD WE DO IT?

  There should be by all partakers—

1 Mental comprehension—discerning the Lord’s body  1 Cor.11:29

2 Moral conformity—worthily   1 Cor.11:28

3 Mutual consideration—one for another   1 Cor.11:33

900 The Spirit of God

    As revealed in 1 Corinthians 12

1 Confession of the Spirit  v.3   2 Baptism in the Spirit  v.13

3 Drinking in the Spirit   v.13    4 Gifts of the Spirit    v.8

5 Dividing by the Spirit   v.11    6 Working of the Spirit   v.11

7 Manifestation of the Spirit  vs.7-10   THE AIM—‘to profit withal’  v.7

T.B.

901 Spiritual Gifts

Greek—Charismata—gifts of grace—occurs 17 times in the New Testament. They are different from the ‘gifts’ in Eph.4:8 where the Greek word is ‘Domata’, gifts.

1 COR.12                     EPH.4

Gifts of the Spirit of God       Gifts of the ascended Lord

Abilities for ministry           Persons and classes of ministry

Exercised chiefly in the local church    Exercised usually in the whole Church

1 Cor.12—the Possession and Purpose of the gifts

1 Cor.13—the necessary accompaniment of the gifts

1 Cor.14—the exercise of the gifts for edification

SPIRITUAL GIFIS—

The Holy Spirit is the Bestower (‘by the Spirit’—five times)   1 Cor.12:1-11

The Holy Spirit through the gifts brings the recognition of Christ as Lord  1 Cor.12:3,8

The Holy Spirit is the Distributor of the gifts   1 Cor.12:7-12

The Holy Spirit is the Controller of the recipients of gifts  1 Cor.14:32

902 The Laws of the Body of Christ

  1 The Law of Unity—One body   1 Cor.12:12,13,20

  2 The Law of Diversity—many members  1 Cor.12:20,23

  3 The Law of Sympathy—the same care for one another  1 Cor.12:25,26

  4 The Law of Activity—the effectual working of every part  Eph.4:16

  5 The Law of Authority—holding the Head  Col.2:18,19

903 Love  1 Cor.13

  ‘Charity’ is a wrong translation. The Greek word ‘Agape’ is used here, the same word as in ‘God is love’  1 John 4:8

  1 Love is Indispensable—Without it I say nothing, even with the gift of tongues; 

Without it I am nothing, even with knowledge and faith; 

Without it I gain nothing, even though I make the utmost sacrifice  vs.1-3

A brilliant life—but love absent

  2 Love is Invaluable—Has 2 Positive qualities, patience and kindness

Has 7 Negative qualities—‘not’

Has 4 Superlative qualities, ‘all things’  vs.4-7

A beautiful life—with love evident

  3 Love is Infallible—Gifts of prophecy, tongues and knowledge are impermanent  vs.8-10

A blessed life—and love permanent

904 Edification

  1 The Process of Edification—building up  1 Cor.14:3; Eph.4:12

  2 The Profit from Edification—individually  Acts 20:32

                             collectively  1 Cor.14:4,12,19

                             corporately  Eph.4:16

  3 The Provisions for Edification—Gifts for men  Eph.4:11

                                spiritual gifts 1 Cor.14:1

905 Spirit-Guided Ministry

  1 No Presiding minister is appointed  1 Cor.14:26

  2 The edification of the church and of each member is the objective  1 Cor.14:26

  3 There is no confusion, only one speaking at a time  1 Cor.14:31

  4 There is limit to the number who speak publicly  1 Cor.14:27,29

  5 The women present keep silent and listen  1 Cor.14:34,.35

906 Four Last Things in 1 Cor.15

The Last Witness—Last of all He was seen of me  v.8

The Last Adam—The last Adam a quickening spirit  v.45

The Last Enemy—The last enemy—is death

The Last Trumpet—At the last trump  v.52

T.B.

907 ‘If Christ did not Rise Again’

  1 The Scriptures are false and unreliable, for ‘He rose again the third day ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES’  1 Cor.15:4

  2 Jesus is not declared to be the Son of God with power  Rom.1:4

  3 No atonement for sin has been made by His death ‘Ye are still in your sins’  1 Cor.15:17

  4 We have not a Living Saviour  Acts 5;30,31

  5 The Christian Church has no solid foundation and no Head  Matt.16:18; Eph.1:22; 2:20

  6 The believer has no hope beyond the grace and is therefore ‘of all men most miserable’  1 Cor.15:18,19

  7 There is no divine power for the Christian life  Gal.2:20; Phil.3:10; Col.3:1

908 If the Dead Rise Not—Seven Terrible Calamities in 1 Cor.15

Christ is not raised  v.13

  We are yet in our sins  v.17

  Our faith is vain  v.14

  Our preaching is vain  v.14

  We are false witnesses   v.15

  Those who have fallen asleep have perished  v.18

  We are of all men most miserable   v.19

T.B.

909 Stand Fast

  1 Equality—Stand fast in the faith as saints   1 Cor.16:13

  2 Fraternity—Stand fast in one spirit as brethren  Phil.1:27

  3 Authority—Stand fast in the Lord as disciples  Phil.4:1

  4 Liberty—Stand fast in the liberty as free men  Gal.5:1

2 CORINTHIANS

910 Paul, the Minister of Christ

  1 His Salutation  2 Cor.1:1,2

  2 His Sufferings and Solace  2 Cor.1:3-11

  3 His Sincerity  2 Cor.1:12-22

  4 His Solicitude  2 Cor.1:22-2:13

  5 His Sufficiency  2 Cor.2:14-3:18

He is—

  a Minister of God   2 Cor.6:4

  a Minister of Christ  2 Cor.11:23

  a Minister of the New Covenant  2 Cor.3:6

  a Minister of the Gospel   Eph.3:7

911 The Apostle’s Change of Purpose   2 Cor.1:15

  His purpose had been to visit Corinth and minister to the saints there. Paul explains that the change in his plans was—

  1 Not due to levity or lack of serious consideration   2 Cor.1:17

  2 Not due to carnal desires  2 Cor.1:17

  3 Not due to inconsistency in not being a man of his word  2 Cor.1:18

  4 Not due to vacillation because of an unstable mind  2 Cor.1:21

  5 BUT due to his desire to spare them further reproof and sorrow  2 Cor.1:23; 12:21

912 Aspects of Christian Ministry

  1 A Ministry of glory to all   2 Cor.3:9,10

  2 A Ministry of Reconciliation to the unsaved  2 Cor.5:18,19

  3 A Ministry of Suffering for the minister of Christ   2 Cor.6:4-10

  4 A Ministry of Fellowship with the saints  2 Cor.8:4

  5 A Ministry of Liberality to the needy  2 Cor.9:10,11

913 Fourfold Fragrance 

  1 The Fragrance of the Knowledge of God   2 Cor.2:14

  2 The Servant of God a Fragrance of Christ  2 Cor.2:15

  3 The Fragrance of Death unto death  2 Cor.2:16

  4 The Fragrance of Life unto life   2 Cor.2:16

T.B.

914 Divine Sufficiency

Who is sufficient for these things?  2 Cor.2:16

Paul’s answer—

  1 Our sufficiency is of God  2 Cor.3:5

  2 The sufficiency of the Gospel  2 Cor.3:6

  3 The sufficiency of God’s Grace  2 Cor.12:9

  4 The sufficiency of His Glory  2 Cor.3:18; Col.1:12

915 Superiority of the New Covenant over the Old  2 Cor.3:6-9

It is a ‘BETIER COVENANT’  Heb.7:22

                THE OLD

  Given by Moses, a prophet

  The letter was important

  A ministry of death

  A ministry of condemnation

  Made glorious

  Its glory was transient

  Israel was blind to its true message—a veil not removed

THE NEW

  Came by Jesus Christ, Prophet, Priest and King

  The letter and the spirit are important

  A ministry of the Spirit of life

  A ministry of justification

  Excelling in glory

  Its glory is permanent

  The Christian can behold the glory of the Lord with unveiled face

916 The Minister of the New Covenant  2 Cor.3:6

  Is one anointed by the Spirit of God  2 Cor.1:21

  Is an AROMA of Christ   2 Cor.2:15

  Is an AMBASSADOR for Christ   2 COR.5:20

917 The Veil that Cover the Face or Head

  Two Greek words are translated ‘veil’ in the New Testament, one used of the veil of the temple meaning ‘a curtain’; the other used of the ‘veil’ on Moses’ face (Greek-kalumma) meaning ‘a covering’.

The ‘Vail’ in 2 Cor.3:13-18 is—

  1 The Veil that imposed Restrictions   2 Cor.3:13,15






 ‘Moses put a vail over his face’

Israel—‘the vail is upon their heart’

To the lost the Gospel is veiled   2 Cor.4:3

  2 The veil that implores Removal   2 Cor.3:16

When the nation of Israel turn to the Lord, the veil will be removed.

Already the veil is removed from the believer, who ‘with unveiled face’ can behold the Lord’s glory  2 Cor.3:18



  3 The Veil that implies Recognition   1 Cor.11:5,13

Recognition, in the church and before the angels, of God’s appointed Headships and of the authority of Christ.

918 The Image of God   2 Cor.4:4

  1 In Creation man was made in the image of God   Gen.1:26,27

  2 By sin and disobedience the image of God in man was defaced  Gen.5:3

  3 All mankind bears the image of the earthy   1 Cor.15:49

  4 In Incarnation Jesus Christ came as ‘the image of the invisible God’  2 Cor.4:4; Col.1:15

  5 God’s purpose is that the believer should be ‘conformed to the image of His Son’  Rom.8:29

  6 By beholding the glory of the Lord the believer is being changed daily into that image  2 Cor.15:49; Phil.3:21

919 The Judgment Seat of Christ   2 Cor.5:10

  The Greek word ‘Bema’—translated ‘judgment seat’—means primarily a step from which orations were made. Then it came to be applied to a Roman magistrate’s Tribunal. In Rom.14:10 and 2 Cor.5:10 it is used for the tribunal before which all believers will stand and be made manifested.

  1 THE TIME—‘the day’, ‘the day of Christ’ (Phil.1:10), ‘the day of the Lord Jesus’ (1 Cor.5:5), ‘the day of Jesus Christ’ (Phil.1:6)

  2 THE JUDGE—‘the Lord the righteous Judge’   2 Tim.4:8; John 5:22

  3 THE PERSONS JUDGED—‘we all’, i.e. all believers   2 Cor.5:10

  4 THE STANDARD USED—Faithfulness, not success   1 Cor.4:1-5

  5 THE SEVERITY OF THE TEST—tried by fire   1 Cor.3:13

  6 THE RESULTS OF THE TEST—reward of loss  1 Cor.3:14,15

  7 THE GOAL OF ALL—eternal glory   1 Pet.5:4,10

920 Five Great Urges in Christian Service

  1 The urge of a Tremendous Responsibility  2 Cor.5:11

(‘Knowing—the terror of the Lord, we persuade men’)

  2 The urge of a Mighty Love—the love of Christ constraineth us   2 Cor.5:14

  3 The urge of a Profound Gratitude—hath reconciled us to Himself  2 Cor.5:18

  4 The urge of a Lofty Privilege—we are ambassadors for Christ  2 Cor.5:20

  5 The urge of a Present Opportunity—now is the day of salvation   2 Cor.6:1,2

921 Seven Things—Old and New

  1 The old and the new creation  2 Cor.5:17; Col.3:10

  2 The old and new Head  Rom.5:17

  3 The old and new covenants  Heb.8:13

  4 The old new man  Col.3:10

  5 The old and new commandment  1 John 2:7

  6 The old and new treasures  Matt.13:52

  7 The old and new heavens  2 Pet.3:5-13

                                JS.FS

922 The Cross to the Glory

  1 Redeemed—He hath made Him to be sin for us   2 Cor.5:21

  2 Reconciled—Hath reconciled us   2 Cor.5:18

Made peace by the blood of His cross  Col.1:20

  3 Righteous—made the righteousness of God in Him   2 Cor.5:21

  4 Regenerated—in Christ—a new creature: ‘created in Christ Jesus’  2 Cor.5:17; Eph.2:10

  5 Reviewed—made manifest unto God   2 Cor.5,10,11

                                           W.J.M.

923 The Constraining Love of Christ   2 Cor.5:14,15

  1 A Crucified Lord—One died for all

  2 A Consecrated Life—Live—unto Him Who died for them and rose again

  3 A Constraining Love—the love of Christ constraineth us

CONSTRAIN—

  Luke uses the same Greek word, ‘sunecho’, in

  Luke 4:38—of the Grip of a fever

  Luke 8:45—of the Pressure of a crowd

  Luke 12:50—of the constraint of a task to be accomplished

  Luke 19:43—of the siege of a city, with no way out

  Luke 22:63—of the Grip of officers arresting a prisoner

924 Ambassadors for Christ   2 Cor.5:20

An ambassador is—

  A deputy appointed by his ruler

  a foreigner in the land in which he resides temporarily

  a stranger who must not participate in the politics of the land

  a mediator who endeavours to maintain a state of peace

  a Plenipotentiary who is honoured for the sake of his ruler.

CHRIST’S AMBASSADORS—

  1 Their Appointment—‘for Christ’ and by Christ

  2 Their Approach—‘we pray’, ‘we beseech’

  3 Their Appeal—‘be reconciled to God’

925 ‘Be Ye Reconciled to God’

  1 The Way of Peace—God in Christ reconciling   2 Cor.5:19

Christ made peace by the blood of His cross   Col.1:20

  2 The Work of Christ—a Sinless Saviour Who ‘knew no sin’  2 Cor.5:21

a Stupendous Sacrifice—‘made sin for us’  2 Cor.5:21

a Satisfactory Settlement ‘made the righteousness of God in Him’  2 Cor.5:21

  3 The Word of Reconciliation—‘be ye reconciled to God’  2 Cor.5:17,20

‘Get right with God’ and do it now, Get right with God—He tells you how. Oh, come to Christ Who shed His blood, And at the cross get right with God.’

926 Credentials of the Minister of Christ 

  ‘IN ALL THINGS APPROVING OURSELVES’  2 Cor.6:4

The Greek word translated ‘commend’ occurs 16 times in the New Testament, 9 times in 2 Corinthians.

  1 The Fruit of his ministry—ye are our epistles  2 Cor.3:1-3; 1 Thess.2:19,20

  2 The Character of his ministry—not crafty or dishonest  2 Cor.4:1,2

  3 The Motive of his ministry—the love of Christ  2 Cor.5:12-14

  4 The Conduct of his ministry—giving no offence  2 Cor.6:3-10

  5 The Spirit of his ministry—when I am weak, then am I strong  2 Cor.12:10,11

927 Giving to God

GIVING is called

  1 A Grace  2 Cor.8:6

The Examples—God’s unspeakable gift  2 Cor.9:15

The Lord Jesus giving His all  2 Cor.8:9

The indigent saints in Macedonia  2 Cor.8:1,4,5

The Exhortation—‘see that ye abound in this grace’   2 Cor.8:7

The Encouragement—‘God is able to make all grace abound toward you’  2 Cor.9:8

  2 A Bounty (or liberality)   2 Cor.9:5

seven Principles to follow—

      Give spiritually  2 Cor.8:5

      Give willingly    2 Cor.8:3

      Give gratefully   2 Cor.8:7

      Give proportionately  2 Cor.8:12

      Give liberally   2 Cor.9:5,6

      Give purposefully  2 Cor.9:7

      Give cheerfully (hilariously)  2 Cor.9:7

  3 A Sowing—with a harvest to come  2 Cor.9:6,9,10

928 Motives for Giving to the Lord

  1 The Example of Christ Who ‘became poor’ and ‘sold all that He had’  2 Cor.8:9

  2 The Expediency of the occasion—ministering to the saints  2 Cor.8:4,10

  3 The Easing of the burdens of poorer saints and the Lord’s servants  2 Cor.8:13

  4 The Equalizing of means by the supply of others’ needs from our abundance  2 Cor.8:14

929 The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  2 Cor.8:9

  1 His Unlimited Possessions—He was rich

  2 His Unparalleled Poverty—He became poor

  3 His Unswerving Purpose—that ye through His poverty might be rich

930 He is Able   2 Cor.9:8

What the Lord Jesus is able to do for us—

  To save to the uttermost   Heb.7:25

  To keep us from stumbling  Jude 24

  To build us up and give us an inheritance  Acts 20:32

  To make us stand—to hold us up   Rom.14:4

  To subdue all things to Himself   Phil.3:21

  To make all grace abound toward us   2 Cor.9:8

  To do exceeding abundantly above all we ask  Eph.3:20

  To perform what He has promised   ROM.4:21

J.E.W.

931 ‘Thanks be unto God’

  1 For what He has given in the Past—His unspeakable gift  2 Cor.9:15

  2 For what He is giving in the Present—a place in Christ’s triumphal procession  2 Cor.2:14

  3 For what He will surely give in the Future—Victory over death  1 Cor.15:57

932 The Three Unspeakables

‘Unspeakable’ is only used three times in the New Testament—

  1 His unspeakable gift  2 Cor.9:15

  2 Heard unspeakable words  2 Cor.12:4

  3 Rejoice with joy unspeakable  1 Pet.1:8

Each word translated ‘unspeakable’ is a totally different word in Greek. Reconstructing the passages by Liddell and Scott’s Lexicon, we get—

  1 Thanks be unto God for His ‘indescribable’ gift

  2 Caught up into paradise and heard ‘unpublished’ words

  3 We rejoice with joy ‘unutterable’ and full of glory  

                                                 LIEUT.G.MARCULL

933 God’s Unspeakable Gift  2 Cor.9:15

The Gift of God—

  His Son, Jesus Christ   John 3:16

  Living water    John 4:10

  Eternal life   Rom.6:23

  Salvation of the soul   Eph.2:8

  The Holy Spirit   Acts 2:38

1 ITS ADVANTAGES—its Inestimable cost   1 Pet.1:18

  Its Imperishable character—‘eternal’; its Immediate conferment—‘now’

2 ITS ACCEPTANCE—by faith, and without payment  Eph.2:8

3 ITS AVAILABILITY—‘Now is the day of salvation’   2 Cor.6:2

934 The Subtlety of Satan

  1 Satan’s works—the Son of God came to destroy them  1 John 3:5

  2 Satan’s devices—thoughts, plans, schemes, mind  2 Cor.2:11

  3 Satan’s craftiness—cunning   2 Cor.11:3

  4 Satan’s snare—trap   1 Tim.3:7; 2 Tim.2:26

935 Ministers of Satan

In 2 Corinthians 11, Paul writes of, and warns against—

  Satan’s Methods   v.13

  Satan’s Machinery  vs.12,14

  Stan’s Ministers   v.15

SATAN’S MINISTERS—

  1 Corrupt God’s Word   2 Cor.2:17

  2 Trade on letters of commendation   2 Cor.3:1

  3 Measure themselves by themselves  2 Cor.10:12

(Proverb—‘The one-eyed is king among the blind’)

  4 Preach a counterfeit gospel  2 Cor.11:4

  5 Will reap the consequences of their evil deeds  2 Cor.11:15

936 Spending and Being Spent

Paul’s service was the service of—

  1 A Surrendered life  2 Cor.4:7

  2 A Suffering love  2 Cor.6:4-10

  3 A Spendthrift loyalty  2 Cor.12:14,15

(spending and being spent out)

  4 A Sorrowful longing  2 Cor.12:21

GALATLANS

937 The Centrality of the Cross in Galatians 

The Cross is—

  1 The Centre of God’s Purpose for us. Deliverance from this present evil age  Gal.1:4

  2 The Centre of God’s Power in us; Deliverance from the bondage of the Law  Gal.2,19,20

  3 The Centre of God’s Promise to us; Deliverance from the curse of a broken law  Gal.3:13,14

  4 The Centre of God’s Patrimony for us; Deliverance from servitude to the world  Gal.4:4-7

  5 The Centre of God’s Provision for us; Deliverance from the works of the flesh   Gal.5:22-24

  6 The Centre of our Jubilation and Boast; Deliverance from glorying in the flesh  Gal.6:13,14

938 Why Christ gave Himself  Gal.1:4

  1 To bring glory to God in doing the Father’s will   Eph.5:2; Heb.10:7

  2 To pay the ransom price for our redemption   1 Tim.2:5,6

  3 To deliver us from this present evil age  Gal.1:4

  4 To redeem us from all iniquity and purify us to Himself  Titus 2:14

  5 To present us to Himself, holy and blameless  Eph.5:25-27

939 Not I But—

THE PERSON—‘I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me’   Gal.2:20

THE POWER—‘Yet not I, but the grace of god—with me’  1 COL.15:10

THE PROCLAMATION—‘We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus’   2 Cor.4:5

940 ‘Who gave Himself for Me’  Gal.2:20

He—

  Gave His head to wear the thorns for me  John 19:2

  Gave His eyes to weep tears for me   Luke 19:41

  Gave His cheek to be smitten for me  Lam.3:30

  Gave His tongue to pray for me  Luke 23:34

  Gave His shoulders to bear me to His home  Luke 15:5

  Gave His back to be ploughed for me  Ps.129:3

  Gave His side to the spear-thrust for me   John 19:34

  Gave His hands to the nails for me   Ps.22:16

  Gave His feet to the iron spikes for me  Ps.22:16

  Gave His precious, precious blood for me   Acts 20:28

  Gave His soul a sin-offering for me   Isa.53:12

  Gave His life for me   John 10:11

  Gave all His riches and became poor for me   2 Cor.8:9

  Will never rest till He comes again for me   John 14:3

J.A.

941 A Sevenfold Unity, the Basis of all Others

  1 I have been crucified with Christ, and still am   Gal.2:20

  2 I was buried with Him in baptism   Rom.6:4

  3 I have been quickened with Him   Eph.2:1

  4 I have been raised again with Him  Eph.2:6; Col.3:1

  5 I am seated in Heaven in Him   Eph.2:6

  6 I am suffering with Him   Rom.8:17

  7 I shall be glorified, and reign with Him  REV.20:4

‘CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL’ 

ER.W.P.MACKAY

942 The Development of the Spirit in GALATIANS

  1 The Spirit promised    Ch.3:14

  2 The Spirit sent forth    Ch.4:6

  3 The Spirit ministered   Ch.3:5

  4 The Spirit received     Ch.3:2

  5 The Spirit—A beginning made in—the Spirit    Ch.3:3

  6 Living in the Spirit   Ch.5:25

  7 Led by the Spirit   Ch.5:18

  8 The conflict of the Spirit against the flesh   Ch.8:17

  9 Sowing to the Spirit  Ch.6:8

  10 Fruit of the Spirit   Ch.5;22,23

  11 Waiting for the hope of righteousness through the Spirit   Ch.5:5

T.B.

943 Concerning Abraham 

  1 Abraham’s Faith   Gal.3:6

  2 Abraham’s Children  Gal.3:7

  3 Abraham’s Blessing  Gal.3:14

  4 Abraham’s Seed    Gal.3:16-29

  5 Abraham’s Inheritance   Gal.3:18

H.K.D.

944 The Gospel Preached to Abraham  Gal.3:8

  1 One Gospel through one seed, Christ   Gal.3:16

  2 For all nations of the earth  Gen.12:3; Gal.3:14

  3 A message and a source of blessing   Gen.12:3; Gal.3:14

  4 The Basis of Abraham’s greatness   Gen.12:4; 17:5; Rom.4:1

  5 Given before the Law and cannot be annulled by it   Rom.4:13-15; Gal.3:17,18

945 Four Views of the Cross by the Believer

  1 First he sees his Saviour crucified—‘made a curse for us’  Gal.3:13

  2 Next he sees himself crucified—‘I have been crucified with Christ’  Gal.2:20

  3 Then he sees the flesh and its passions and lusts crucified  Gal.5:24

  4 Finally he sees the world system crucified to him, and himself to it  Gal.6:14

946 Five Points of Time

   1 The fulness of the time—the Birth of Christ   Gal.4:4

  2 The consummation of the ages—the Cross of Christ  Heb.9:26

  3 The end of the age—the Close of Christianity  Matt.13:39

  4 The end of time—Beginning of the day of God  1 Cor.15:24

W.W.F.

947 In the Spirit

  1 As Warriors—Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh  Gal.5:16

  2 As Redeemed ones—Having begun in the Spirit—continue  Gal.3:3

  3 As Suppliants—Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit  Eph.6:18

  4 As Worshippers—who worship God in the Spirit  Phil.3:3

  5 As Brethren—your love in the Spirit  Col.1:8

  6 As United ones—have our access in one Spirit   Eph.2:18 (R.V.)

  7 As Obedient ones—If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit  Gal.5:25

948 Conflict and Crucifixion

  1 A Conflict—The flesh lusteth against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh  Gal.5:17

  2 A Contrast—The works of the flesh and the Fruit of the Spirit   Gal.5:19-23

  3 A Crucifixion—They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh   Gal.5:24

  4 A Conformity—Live in the Spirit and walk in the Spirit   Gal.5:25

949 The Fruit of the Spirit   Galatians 5:22,23

  1 LOVE is the Source of Obedience

  2 JOY is the Flower of Holiness

  3 PEACE is the Outcome of Trustfulness

  4 LONGSUFFERING is the Partner of Patience

  5 GENTLENESS is the Daughter of Love

  6 GOODNESS is the Activity of Grace

  7 FAITH is the Faithfulness of Courage

  8 MEEKNESS is the Trait of Christ

  9 TEMPERANCE is the Mastery of Faith.

                                 C.C.

950 The Spirit of Meekness

The spiritual Christian has—

  1 The Spirit of the Master  Gal.6:2; Matt.11:29

  2 The spirit of Meekness   Gal.6:1; Pet.3:14,15

  3 The spirit of Mercy  Gal.6:1,2; Rom.12:8

  4 The spirit of Mending  Gal.6:1; Luke 10:34

(Note—‘Restore’ is translated ‘mend’ in Mark 1:19)

951 Bearers in Galatians 6

  1 The Helpful Partner—‘Bear ye one another’s burdens’ (Burden—weight)  Gal.6:2

  2 The Responsible Steward—‘every man shall bear his own burden’ (Burden—ballast, loading or cargo of a ship)  Gal.6:5

  3 The Devoted Slave—‘ I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus’ (Marks—stigmata, brands)   Gal.6:17

952 Why Glory in the Cross?  Gal.6:14

It is—the Measure of man’s guilt   Acts 3:13-15

     the Manifestation of God’s love  Rom.5:6-8

     the Means of salvation  John 3:14,15

     the Mark of separation  Gal.6:14

     the Motive for service   2 Cor.5:14,15

     the Melody of Heaven   Rev.5:8-10

                              F.F.

953 The Israel of God  Gal.6:16

  1 They are not all Israel which are of Israel  Rom.9:6

  2 He is a Jew which is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of heart  Rom.2:29

  3 Neither because they are the seed of Abraham are they children  Rom.9:7

  4 They which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham  Gal.3:7

  5 Abraham believed God, and it was accounted unto him for righteousness  Rom.4:3

  6 There is neither Jew nor Greek—ye are all one in Christ  Gal.3:28

  7 If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed according to promise  Gal.3:29

E.A.H.

EPHESIANS

954 Spiritual Blessings

  1 An Election that can never be annulled—chosen in Him   Eph.1:4

  2 An Relationship that can never be severed—unto the adoption of Children  Eph.1:5

  3 An Acceptance that can never be gainsaid—accepted in the Beloved  Eph.1:6

  4 A Redemption that can never be challenged—through His blood  Eph.1:7

  5 A Forgiveness that will never be rescinded—forgiveness of sins   Eph.1:7

  6 An Abundance that can never be exhausted—He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence  Eph.1:8

  7 A Revelation that will never be superseded—the mystery of His will  Eph.1:9

  8 An Inheritance that can never fade away—we have obtained  Eph.1:11,14

  9 A Seal that can never be dissolved—sealed with that Holy Spirit  Eph.1:13

  10 A Pledge that will never be dishonoured—the earnest  Eph.1:14

955 The Heavenlies in Ephesians

  1 Our Blessings are there  Eph.1:3

  2 Our Saviour is there   Eph.1:20

  3 We are there   Eph.2:6

  4 Observant Principalities and powers are there  Eph.3:10

  5 Our Warfare against wicked spirits is there  Eph.6:12

956 Themes of the Ephesian Epistle

Chapter 1—Blessings that can never be Depleted  Eph.1:3

Chapter 2—A Building that can never be Demolished  Eph.2:21

Chapter 3—A Bequest that can never be Disputed  Eph.3:8

Chapter 4—A Body that can never be Decomposed   Eph.4:12,16

Chapter 5—A Bride that can never be Divorced   Eph.5:27

Chapter 6—A Battalion that can never be Defeated  Eph.6:13

957 Past, Present, Perfect

   1 A PREVIOUS PURPOSE—

     Chosen—before the foundation of the world   Eph.1:4

   2 A PRESENT INTENTION—To the intent that now unto principalities and power  Eph.3:10

   3 A FUTURE DISPLAY—That in the ages to come He might show  Eph.2:7

                                                AUTHOR UNKNOWN

958 In Love

  About 32 years after Paul wrote this letters to the church at Ephesus, our Lord sent to the same church by John another letter in which He said, ‘Ye have eft your first LOVE’.

LOVE IS—

  1 The Spring from which the saints are enriched in the Household of God  Eph.2:4; 6:23

  2 The Sphere in which the saints move in the Presence of God  Eph.1:4

  3 The Soil in which the saints are planted in the Garden of God  Eph.3:17

  4 The Subject in which the saints are instructed in the School of God  Eph.3:19

  5 The Spirit by which the saints are characterized in the Family of God  Eph.4:2

  6 The Sustenance by which the saints grow in the Church of God   Eph.4:15

  7 The Street along which the saints travel to the City of God  Eph.5:2,25

                                                  ‘WALK IN LOVE’

959 The Riches of His Grace   Eph.1:7

  1 The greatest wonder in the world Redemption

  2 The blessing Redemption brings Forgiveness of sins

  3 The Person through whom it comes Our Lord Jesus Christ

  4 The means by which it is accomplished through His blood

  5 The way we become possessed of it United to Him ‘in whom ye also trusted’

  6 The great fountain-head of all the riches of His GRACE  

                                              PROF.JAMES ORR

960 Things Worth Knowing

  1 The Mystery of His will  Eph.1:9

  2 The Hope of His calling  Eph.1:18

  3 The Riches of His glory  Eph.1:18

  4 The Greatness of His power  Eph.1:19

  5 The Wisdom of God  Eph.3:10

  6 The Love of God in Christ   Eph.3:19

  7 The Son of God  Eph.4:13

                    H.K.D.

961 Christ’s  Headships

To head up all things in the Christ  Eph.1:10—New Translation

  1 In the Universe  Eph.1:10; Col.2:10

  2 In the Church of the redeemed  Eph.5:23; Col.1;18

  3 In the Human Race  1 Cor.11:3

962 The Exceeding Greatness of His Power  Eph.1:19

This is one of the ‘HYPERBOLE’ BLESSINGS. Compare Eph.2:7; 3:19

  1 How Apprehended—the eyes of your hearts being enlightened  Eph.1:18

  2 How Exemplified—in three ways—in Christ’s Resurrection  Eph.1:20

                                  In His Triumph  Eph.1:21

                                  in our Relationship to Him  Eph.1:22,23

  3 How Appropriated—by faith—to us-ward who believe  Eph.1:19

  4 How Operative—in producing likeness to Christ—morally  Col.2:12; Phil.2:13;  corporately  Eph.3:7; 4:16; Physically  Phil.3:21

963 Past Condition—Present Position—Future Prospect

A study in Ephesians 2  (A) A PAST CONDITION

  1 In times past—walking according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of air  v.2

  2 In times past—fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; by nature children of wrath  v.3

  3 In times past—Gentiles in the flesh called Un-circumcision; without Christ; aliens from the commonwealth of Israel; strangers from the covenants of promise; without hope and without God  v.11

  4 In times past—far off   v.13

(B) PRESENT POSITION

  1 Now ‘in Christ Jesus made nigh by blood’  v.13

  2 Now ‘by grace are ye saved’  v.8

  3 Now ‘we are His workmanship’  v.10

  4 Now ‘we have access—unto the Father’  v.18

  5 Now ‘ye are fellow-citizens with the saints’  v.19

  6 Now ‘ye are built upon the foundation’   v.20

    (C)FUTURE PURPOSE AND PROSPECT

  1 In the ages to come; He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus  v.7

  2 In the ages to come; ‘all the building—a holy temple in the Lord’  v.21

                                                          W.H.

964 ‘Togethers’ in Ephesians

  1 Quickened together with Christ  Eph.2:5

  2 Raised up together (in Christ)  Eph.2:6

  3 Seated together in the heaven-lies  Eph.2:6

  4 Framed together—an holy temple in the Lord  Eph.2:21

  5 Builded together for an habitation of God   Eph.2:22

  6 Joined together—the whole Body  Eph.4:16

  7 Gathered together—all things in Christ   Eph.1:10

965 Exceeding Riches  Eph.2:7

The Hyperbolical Blessings (the same Greek word in each)

  1 The Excelling Glory of the Gospel   2 Cor.3:10

  2 The Exhilarating Grandeur of our Prospect  2 Cor.4:17

  3 The Exhaustless Gift of Christ’s Love  Eph.3:19

  4 The Exceeding Greatness of God’s Power  Eph.1:10

  5 The Extreme Goodness of His Grace   Eph.2:7

966 Peace with God  Eph.2:14

  1 PEACE PROCURED—Having made peace through the blood of His cross  Col.1:20; So making peace  Eph.2:15

  2 PEACE PROCLAIMED—Christ came and preached peace to you  Eph.2:17

  3 PEACE POSSESSED—Being justified by faith, we have peace with God  Rom.5:1

  4 PEACE PERSONIFIED—He is our Peace   Eph.2:14

                                           A,J.P.

967 He Is Our Peace

  1 Christ is our Peace (or Peace-offering)   Eph.2:14

The letter to the Ephesian saints in the Epistle of the Peace-offering. Believers, God’s priests, feast on the Heave-shoulder of the Offering, Christ’s power (Eph.1:19) and the Wave-breast, His affection (Eph.3:19)

  2 Christ MADE Peace by His blood   Eph.2:15

  3 Christ PREACHED peace to Gentiles that were afar off and to Jews that were nigh  Eph.2:17

968 The Mystery of Christ and the Church   Eph.3:4; 5:32

  1 The Foundation of the Church—the work of Christ   1 Cor.3:11

  2 The Composition of the Church—Saved Jews and Gentiles   Eph.3:6

  3 The Relationships in the Church—Fellow-heirs, of the same body, and partners of His promise  Eph.3:6

  4 The Hope of the Church—Glory, for Christ dwells in it  Col.1:27

969 Links of Fellowship

  1 Fellow-heirs—of one inheritance   Eph.3:6

  2 Fellow-members—of one body  Eph.3:6 (R.V.)

  3 Fellow-partakers—of one calling   Eph.3:6 ( R.V.)

  4 Fellow-citizens—of one home  Eph.2:19

  5 Fellow-labourers—of one Master   Phil.4:3

  6 Fellow-soldiers—in one warfare   Phil.2:25

  7 Fellow-prisoners—with one hope   Rom.16:7

                                      F.F.

970 The Fulness of the  Godhead

  1 The Fulness of God  Eph.3:16-19

  2 The Fulness of Christ  Eph.4:7-13

  3 The Fulness of the Spirit  Eph.5:18,21

THE PARTAKERS OF THAT FULNESS—the Church which is His Body, the Fulness of Him that filleth all in all   Eph.1:23

  ‘For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are filled full in Him’ Col.2:9,10; John 1:16

                                                           E.A.H.

971 Fulness for the Believer

  1 Fulness for his Heart, when Christ’s Worth is appreciated  Eph.3:19

  2 Fulness for his Mind, when Christ’s Will is apprehended  Col.1:9

  3 Fulness for his Life, when Christ’s Ways are assimilated   Phil.1:11

972 Walking Worthy  Eph.4:1

  1 ‘Walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto His kingdom and glory’  1 Thess.2:12

Walk in keeping with the truth that the living God has implanted, supplanting your former dead idols, and set you to wait for His Son from heaven.

  2 ‘Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing’  Col.1:10

Christ is exalted as the ‘Head’ in Colossians, and we are to own Him practically as such. We need not go to the wisdom of man for help, for all resources are stored up in that exalted Lord in glory.

  3 ‘Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called’   Eph.4:1

    It is in keeping with the truth of the Church unfolded in this Epistle in Chapter 2—Association with Christ and one another in resurrection as a new creation, access as worshippers to the Father, and builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit; Thus the individual walk and the collective walk are to be in keeping with the grace in which we stand.

973 Gifts to the Church from the Ascended Lord

  1 A PERFECT PROVISION—Apostles, and prophets for the foundation work  Eph.4:10,11

Evangelists, pastors and teachers for the superstructure

  2 A PREDOMINANT PURPOSE—the Edifying of the Body of Christ  Eph.4:12

  3 A PRESENT PROGRAMME—Speaking the truth in love, may grow up unto Him in all things—By the effectual working in the measure of every part  Eph.4:15,16

  4 A PARAMOUNT PROSPECT—Till we all come—unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ  Eph.4:13

974 The Unity of the Faith

As the Faith accepted is one, so believers who accept it are one.

  1 THE BASIS OF UNITY—The Unity of the Faith  Eph.4:13

                          One Building in Eph.2; 

                          One Body in Eph.4

                          One Bride in Eph.5

  2 THE BOND OF UNITY—The Unity of the Spirit  Eph.4:3

                          With one mind  Phil.1:27

                          Of one accord, of one mind  Phil.2:2

                          Of the same mind in the Lord  Phil.4:2

  3 THE BLESSINGS OF UNITY—Life for evermore  Ps.133:3

(First mention of everlasting life in Scripture)

975 Positive and Negative Commands

Ephesians                                               Ephesians

  4:14 Be no more deceived  BUT      Grow up into Christ      4:10

  4:29 No corrupt words      BUT      that which is good       4:29

  4:28 Steal no more         BUT      Give                   4:28

  5:4 Nor foolish talking       BUT     Giving of thanks          5:4

  5:15  Walk not as fools     BUT     as wise                  5:15

  5:17  Be not unwise        BUT     Understanding           5:17

  6:6  Not men pleasers      BUT     Servants of Christ        6:6

JS.FS

976 The Christian’s Walk and Talk

HIS WALK—

The Negatives—

  Not in Vanity  Eph.4:17

  Not in Darkness  Eph.4:18

  Not in Alienation from God  Eph.4:18

  Not in Uncleanness  Eph.4:19

  Not in Greediness   Eph.4:19

HIS TALK should be characterized by

  Truthfulness  Eph.4:25

  Temperance  Eph.4:26,27

The Positives—

  After the example of Christ  Eph.4:20

  According to the teaching of Christ  Eph.4:21

  In the way of truth  Eph.4;21

  In righteousness  Eph.4:24

  In holiness  Eph.4:24

  Timeliness  Eph.4:29

  Tenderness  Eph.4:31,32

977 Christlike Conduct in Four Spheres

WALK

  1 In love—forgiving one another—in the Family of God  Eph.4:32; 5:2

  2 In light—shinning for Christ in the World  Eph.5:8

  3 In wisdom—circumspectly, using our time properly  Eph.5:15

  4 In the Spirit—singing and making melody to the Lord  Eph.5:18; Gal.5:16

978 Redeeming the Time  Eph.5:16

  The words might be translated ‘buying up the opportunities’. How people use their time—

  1 Some KILL TIME—until Time kills them

  2 Some WASTE TIME—Heedless as to how the days are passing

  3 Some PASS TIME—in trivial and unprofitable pastimes

  4 Some SPEND TIME—as they would money, some carelessly, others carefully

  5 Some TAKE TIME BY THE PORELOCK—seizing the opportunities as they come

979 The Spirit-Filled Life

  BE FILIED WITH THE SPIRIT  Eph.5:18

  1 A Joyful life—singing and making melody  Eph.5:19

  2 A Thankful life—giving thanks  Eph.5:20

  3 A Graceful life—Wives, submit yourselves  Eph.5:22

                  Husbands, love your wives  Eph.5:25

  4 A Peaceful life—Fathers, provoke not your children  Eph.6:4

  5 A Hopeful life—the same shall he receive of the Lord  Eph.6:8

  6 A Powerful life—strong in the Lord and in the power of His might  Eph.6:10

  7 A Prayerful life—praying always with all prayer  Eph.6:18

980 Christ and His Church

  1 The Purchase Price—Christ—gave Himself for it  Eph.5:25

  2 The Purifying Process—that He might sanctify and cleanse it  Eph.5:26

  3 The Perfect Preparation—by washing of water, by the Word  Eph.5:26

  4 The Personal Presentation—present it to Himself a glorious church  Eph.5:27

981 The Christian Soldier 

Has—

  1 An Impregnable Position  Eph.6:10

  2 An Impenetrable Armour  Eph.6:14-17

  3 An Invincible Sword  Eph.7:17

982 The Panoply of God

Called—

  THE ARMOUR OF LIGHT  Rom.13:12

  THE ARMOUR OF RIGHT  2 Cor.6:7

Is—

  THE ARMOUR OF MIGHT  Eph.6:10

We are exhorted to—

BE  1 Belt of Truth—for the loins  Eph.6:14

     2 Breastplate of Righteousness—for the heart   Eph.6:14

     3 Shoes of the Gospel of peace—for the feet  Eph.6:15

     4 Shield of Faith—for the left hand  Eph.6:16

     5 Helmet of Salvation—for the head  Eph.6:17

     6 Sword of the Spirit—for the right hand  Eph.6:17

     7 Heliograph of Prayer—for the eyes, ears and mouth  Eph.6:18

PHILIPPIANS

983 The Christian’s Mind in Philippians

  Chapter 1—The Happy Mind  vs.3,4,18,25,26

  Chapter 2—The Humble Mind  vs.5-8,20,25

  Chapter 3—The Heavenly Mind  vs.12-14,20,21

  Chapter 4—The Holy Mind  vs.7,8

984 Christ and His People in the Epistle

  Chapter 1—Christ our Passion—Living for Christ--   vs.1,21

  Chapter 2—Christ our Pattern—Labouring for Christ—The Christian’s Temperament  vs.5,16

  Chapter 3—Christ our Prize—Looking for Christ—The Christian’s Treasure  vs.8,14,21

  Chapter 4—Christ our Power—Learning of Christ—The Christian’s Triumph  vs.4,12,13

985 The Saviour and the Saint 

  1 Our Position—in Christ  Phil.1:1

  2 Our Purpose—to live Christ  Phil.1:21

  3 Our Privilege—to preach Christ  Phil.1:15

  4 Our Prize—to win Christ  Phil.3:8

  5 Our Prospect—to be with Christ  Phil.1:23

  6 Our Perfection—like Christ  Phil.3:21

                              W.J.M.

986 Fellowship  Phil.1:5

In secular Greek the word ‘koinonia’ had three implications—

  1 Commercial—signifying a business Partnership

  2 Marital—signifying matrimony, fellowship in marriage

  3 Social—signifying a share in actions done or activities carried on

In Paul’s letters there are four Aspects of Fellowship—

1 Spiritual Fellowship—Sharing the same life  Phil.2:1; 3:10; 1 Cpr.1:9

   2 Social Fellowship—Sharing mutual love  Phil.1:5; Acts 16:34; 2:46

   3 Operational Fellowship—Sharing labour in service  Phil.1:27-29

   4 Practical Fellowship—Sharing material things  Phil.4:14,15

     (Communicate—Greek ‘Koinoneo’, have fellowship with)

987 The Perfect Work of a Perfect Saviour

  1 Commencement—He has begun a good work in you  Phil.1:6

  2 Continuation—It is God who works in you  Phil.2:13

  3 Completion—Who shall change our vile (Humiliated) body  Phil.3:21 

                                                           G.H.

988 To me to live is Christ   Phil.1:21

Christ is Supreme in the Scriptures(John 5:39) and in the Divine purpose (Eph.1:10). He should be Supreme in the believer’s life. The Christian’s life should be, as Paul’s was—

  1 A Display of the Mind of Christ  Phil.2:5

  2 A Demonstration of the Magnificence of Christ  Phil.1:20

  3 A Declaration of the Message of Christ  Phil.1:27

989 A Roman Citizen from Tarsus to Roman Citizens in Philippi

  ‘Conversation’ in Phil.1:27 means ‘Conduct as citizens’: in Phil.3:20—‘citizenship’.

  Wherever they were, Roman citizens spoke the Latin language, owned loyalty to the Roman Emperor and moulded their lives after the fashion of the Romans. The people of Philippi were a colony of Rome in Philippi: the Christians there a colony of Heaven on earth.

  1 Their Language was to be the language of Heaven

  2 Their Loyalty was to the Lord Jesus in Heaven

  3 Their Lives were to be directed by the Laws of Heaven

990 The Responsibility of Heaven’s Citizens on Earth  Phil.1:27-30

  1 As Saints—to shine brightly for the display of the Gospel  Phil.2:15,16

  2 As Soldiers—to stand firmly for the faith of the Gospel  Phil.1:27

  3 As Servants—to strive unitedly for the spread of the Gospel  Phil.1:27

  4 As Subjects—to suffer willingly for the Christ of the Gospel  Phil.1:29

991 The Mind of Christ  Phil.2:5-8

A Before He ‘emptied Himself’ He was—

  1 In the form of God   Phil.2:6

  2 The image of God  Heb.1:3

  3 Equal with God  Phil.2:6; John 1:1,2

B After He ‘emptied Himself’ He became—

  1 in the form of a bondservant   Phil.2:7

  2 in the likeness of men   Phil.2:7; Heb.2:14

  3 lower than the angels in order to die   Heb.2:9

THE SON OF GOD—

  Remained what He always was, God

  Became what He had not been before, man

  Retains what He had voluntarily assumed, humanity and Regained what He had not lost, Paradise

992 Pour Contempt on all my Pride

‘Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus’ Phil.2:5

  HIS LIFE HAD NO PRIDE OF—BIRTH AND RANK—Is not this the Carpenter?  Mark 6:3

  WEALTH—The Son of Man hath not where to lay His head  Matt.8:20; Luke 9:58

  RESPECTABILITY—Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?  John 1;46; Matt.2:23

  PERSONAL APPEARANCE—No form nor comeliness: Marred more than any man  Isa.53:2; 52:14

  REPUTATION—Gluttonous and a wine bibber; a friend of publicans and sinners  Matt.11:19; Luke 7:34

  INDEPENDENCE—Many—ministered unto Him of their substance  Luke 8:3

  LEARNING—How knoweth this man letters, having never learned  John 7:15

  SUPERIORITY—I am among you as He that serveth  Luke 22:27; Phil.2:8; Gal.3:13

  SUCCESS—He came unto His own and His own received Him not  John 1:11

              Neither did His brethren believe in Him  John 7:5

  ABILITY—I can of my own self do nothing  John 5:19,30

  SELF-WILL—I seek not Mine own will, but the will of the Father who hath sent Me  John 5:30

               I do nothing of myself  John 8:28

               And was subject to them  Luke 2:51

  INTELLECT—As My Father hath taught me, I speak these things  John 8:28

  BIGOTRY—Forbid him not—for he that is not against us is on our part  MARK 9:39,40

  RESENTMENT—Father, forgive them.  Luke 23:34

                  Friend, wherefore art thou come?  Matt.26:50

  SANCTITY—This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them  Luke 15:2

                                              AUTHOR UNKNOWN

993 Four Examples of Lowliness

In Philippians 2 we have four examples of ‘Lowliness’—

  1 THE LORD HIMSELF—Unselfishness brought Him from above  Phil.2:5-8

     I can learn a great deal from my Brethren, but I can see perfection only in the Man, Christ Jesus.

  2 PAUL (Verse 17)—Offered upon the sacrifice; Margin reads ‘poured out’. He likens the faith of the Philippians to the ‘bullock’, and his martyrdom to the ‘cup of wine’ poured on the offering. Forty years buffeted.

  3 TIMOTHEUS (Verse 19)—‘Like-minded’. All seek their own, but Timotheus ‘cared for you’.

  4 EPAPHRODITUS (Verse 25)—The man who could carry a parcel for Paul from Philippi to Rome at the risk of his life (verse 30). When sick he thought not of his sickness, but of their anxiety about his sickness (verse 26).

W.W.F.

994 Paul in the Stripping Room and in the Arena

  1 Paul enters, immaculately dressed in seven spotless garments  Phil.3:5,6

The Divinely-appointed Badge of Circumcision

The National Garb derived from the privilege of birth—‘of the stock of Israel’

The Tribal Robe of Benjamin’s lineage

The Rabbinical Gown of a Hebrew

The Denominational Dress of a Pharisee

The Uniform of a Zealot—‘persecuting the church’

The gaudy Robe of self-righteousness, as a candidate for Heaven’s approval.

  2 The disciple of Christ divests himself of all seven—‘What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ’  Phil.3:7

  3 Paul the servant of Jesus Christ renounces all claim to any honour—‘I have suffered the loss of all things—that I may win Christ’  Phil.3:8

  4 The Apostle of Jesus Christ, running in the arena, says—‘This one thing I do,--I press toward the mark for the prize   Phil.3:13,14

  5 The prisoner of Jesus Christ exhorts all Christ’s disciples to ‘Mind the same thing’.   Phil.3:16

995 The Power of His Resurrection  Phil.3:10

It is—

  1 A Militant Power  Eph.1:19-23

  2 A Motivating Power  Rom.6:4,5

  3 A Magnetic Power  Col.3:1,2

  4 A Magnifying Power  Phil.1:20

    ‘That Christ may be magnified in my body’

996 Paul and His Lord

  1 Paul Committed himself as a Personal Trust to ‘Christ Jesus my Lord’  Phil.3:8

  2 Paul Coveted for himself a Precious Treasure—‘the surpassing knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord’  Phil.3:8

  3 Paul Contemplated his experience of a Present Transition—‘be found in Him’

For this he Consecrated all his Energies   Phil.3:8,12

On this he Concentrated all his Efforts   Phil.3:13

and his Lord would Compensate him with ‘the prize of His high calling’   Phil.3:14; 2 Tim.4:8

997 ‘Stand Fast’—‘Hold Fast’

FOUR POSITIONS IN WHICH TO ‘STAND FAST’

  1 Stand fast in the LORD  Phil.4:1

  2 Stand fast in the FATIH  1 Cor.16:13

  3 Stand fast in the LIBERTH  Gal.5:1

  4 Stand fast in one SPIRIT   Phil.1:27

FOUR THINGS TO ‘HOLD FAST’

  1 Hold fast the confidence of the hope  Heb.3:6

  2 Hold fast our profession  Heb.4:14

  3 Hold fast the form of sound words  2 Tim.1:13

  4 Hold fast that which is good  1 Thess.5:21

We are called upon first to ‘Stand fast’ and afterwards to ‘Hold fast’. The man who has a poor foothold cannot possibly have a firm ‘hand-hold’. In our ‘Tug of war’ with sin we want both. 

                                                           T.B.

998 Four Positions in ‘Philippians 4

Registered—‘names are in the book of life’  v.3

Rejoicing—‘in the Lord’  v.4

Restful—‘the peace of God—shall keep’  v.7

Rewarded—‘the God of peace shall be with you’  v.9

                                   G.H.

999 The Value of a Gift Sent to The Lord’s Servant

  1 It is—fragrant to God  Phil.4:18

  2 It brings—fruit to the account of the donor  Phil.4:17

  3 It expresses—fellowship with the recipient  Phil.4:15

1000 Sweet Aromas  Phil.4:18

  1 The Sacrifice of Christ is ‘a sweet savour to God’  Eph.5:1,2

  2 The Believer led in the triumphal procession of Christ—is ‘a sweet savour of Christ’  2 Cor.2:15,16

  3 The Worship offered to the Lord—is a sweet savour ‘filling the house’  John 12:1-3

  4 Gifts to the servants of Christ are ‘well-pleasing to God’  Phil.4:18

  5 The Unity of brethren in Christ—is like the holy anointing oil  Ps.133:1,2

1001 A Blank Cheque  Phil.4:19

  The Firm—My God

  The Promise—Shall supply

  The Amount—all your need

  The Capital—His riches

  The Address—in glory

  The Signature—Christ Jesus

D.L.MOODY

1002 All Your Need  Phil.4:19

Our various and varied needs traced through the New Testament—

  1 Our Material or Temporal needs  Matt.6:32

  2 Our Physical need—Health  Luke 9:11

  3 Our Personal need—Spiritual food  Luke 10:42

  4 Our Moral need—Cleansing  John 13:10

  5 Our Social need—Fellowship  1 Cor.12:21

  6 Our Spiritual need—Patient endurance  Heb.10:36

  7 Our Intellectual need—Wisdom  James 1:5

1003 Christ in Colossians 

Chapter 1—The Pre-eminence of Christ  Col.1:15-23

Chapter 2—The Plenitude of Christ  Col.2:2,3,9,10

Chapter 3—The Preciousness of Christ  Col.3:17

Chapter 4—The Preaching of the Mystery of Christ  Col.4:2-6

1004 Knowing and Doing the Will of God  Col.1:9

The Knowledge of God’s will produces—

  1 Worthy conduct, pleasing to God  Col.1:10

  2 Good works in a fruitful life  Col.1:10

  3 Increase in the knowledge of God  Clol.1:10

  4 Accession of spiritual power  Col.1:11

  5 Thanksgiving to the Father  Col.1:12

1005 The Course of Every Believer

ONCE—Ruined—in darkness  Col.1:13

NOW—Rescued—delivered from the power  Col.1:13

       Redeemed—by His blood  Col.1:14

       Reconciled—through His death  Col.1:21,22

       Rich—with ‘all riches’  Col.2:2

       Rooted—and built up in Him  Col.2:7

       Risen—with Christ   Col.3:1

FINALLY—Rewarded—ye shall receive the reward  Col.3:24

                                            S.E.D.

1006 Our Lord

Precedes all things—His Priority  Col.1:17

Created all things—His Power  Col.1:16

Upholds all things—His Preservation  Heb.1:3

Fills all things—His Position  Eph.4:10

Subdues all things—His Pre-eminence  Phil.3:21

Reconciles all things—His Propitiation  Col.1:20

Owns all things—His Patrimony  Heb.1:2

                            H.K.D.

1007 The Glory of Christ

  1 All things were created by Him  Col.1:17

  2 All things were created for Him  Col.1:16

  3 All things are reconciled by Him  Col.1:20

  4 All things consist by Him  Col.1:17

  5 All things came into being after Him  Col.1:17

  6 All things are under Him  Col.1:18

  7 All fulness dwells in Him  Col.1:19

‘This is my Friend’ (Song of Sol.5:16)

                       JS.FS.

1008 Failure Through the Inroads of Heresy 

In the churches at Colosse and Laodicea

  1 Foot Disease—not walking in Christ Jesus Jesus the Lord  Col.2:6

  2 Heart Trouble—not being filled with Christ’s Fulness   Col.2:10; Eph.3:19

  3 General Debility—not holding the Head for nourishment  Col.3:2

  4 Mental Aberration—not setting their minds on things above  Col.3:2

  5 Fleshly Indulgence—not mortifying the members on earth  Col.3:5

1009 The Mystery of God and of the Father and of Christ  Col.1:21

  1 Its Commencement—Christ’s Fulness   Col.1:19; 2:3,9

  2 Its Course—Christ’s Incarnation  Col.2:9

  3 Its Crisis—Christ’s Crucifixion  1 Cor.2:7,8

  4 Its Conclusion—Christ’s Millennial Reign  Eph.1:9,10

  5 Its Consummation—Christ’s Supremacy  Eph.3:9,10

1010 Let No Man

  1 Net no man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit  Col.2:8

  2 Let no man judge you in respect of meat, drink or days  Col.2:16

  3 Let no man beguile you of your reward  Col.2:18

(Beguile—bribe the umpire to decide against)

1011 Triumphs of the Cross of Christ

God by the Cross of Christ—

  1 Forgave us our trespasses when we believed  Col.2:13

  2 Blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that declared us guilty  Col.2:14

  3 Nailed the accusing document to the Cross  Col.2:14

  4 Removed it out of the way entirely  Col.2:14

  5 Disarmed the infernal forces that opposed and threatened us   Col.2:15

  6 Led them captive in His triumphal procession  Col.2:15

  7 Made an exhibition of them to their shame  Col.2:15

1012 Things Above  Col.3:1-4

Things above—at God’s right hand With Christ (Col.1:5)—in Heaven That is the Place where

  1 Our Home is  John 14:1-3

  2 Our Head is   Eph.1:21-23

  3 Our Hope is   Col.1:5

  4 Our Hidden Life is  Col.3:3

  5 Our Hearts should be  Col.3:2

1013 With Christ

Risen with Christ—a Past Experience  Col.3:1

Hid with Christ in God—a Present Enjoyment  Col.3:3

Appearing with Christ in glory—a Future Ecstasy  Col.3:4

1014 Christ Our Life  Col.3:4

He is—

  The Source of our Life Eph.2:1; Gal.2:20

  The Sustenance of our Life  John 6:51

  The Solace of our Life  Heb.13:5

  The Object of our Life  Phil.1:21

  The Pattern of our Life  Phil.2:5

  The Crown of our Life 1 John 3:2

S.E.R.

1015 Paul’s Companions

TYCHICUS, a Gentile and an Asiatic, a Faithful minister and Paul’s Fellow-servant  Col.4:7; Acts 20:4; Titus 3:12; 2 Tim.4:12

  ONESIMUS, a runaway slave—a beloved brother and Paul’s own heart  Col.4:9; Philem.10

  ARISTARCHUS, a Thessalonian and a Hebrew Christian—Paul’s Fellow-prisoner  Col.4:10. Acts 20:4; 27:2

  JOHN MARK, a citizen of Jerusalem—Paul’s restored Fellow-servant  Col.4:10; 2 Tim.4:11

  JESUS CALLED JUSTUS—a Hebrew believer—Paul’s Fellow-worker  Col.4:11

  EPAPHRAS—a brother from Colosse—Paul’s Fellow-helper in prayer  Col.1:7,8; 4:12

  LUKE, a Gentile believer, the beloved physician, Paul’s Fellow-traveller  Col.4:14; 2 Tim.4:11

  DEMAS, a Gentile believer—for a time Paul’s Fellow-labourer  Col.4;14; 2 Tim.4:10

1016 Luke the Beloved Physician  Col.4:14

‘Luke is with me’ 2 Tim.4:11

With Paul—In his Travels—joined him at Troas—‘we’  Acts 16:10

           In his Troubles—came after his sickness in Galatia  Gal.4:13

           In his Triumph—was with him at the end  2 Tim.4:6,11

LUKE THE AUTHOR—a Greek, a Gentile convert

  1 His Conversion—there is no record of it

  2 His Courtesy—toward all: he keeps himself in the background

  3 His Culture—Luke’s Gospel has been called ‘the most literary of the Gospels’ and ‘the most beautiful book in the world’

  4 His Companionship—He probably received from Paul material for his Gospel narrative

  5 His Constancy—When Demas left, Luke remained: he was Beloved by Paul and Beloved by all

1017 The Faith of the Thessalonians

  1 Your work of faith  1 Thess.1:3

  2 In every place your faith—is spread abroad  1 Thess.1:8

  3 Sent Timotheus—to comfort you concerning your faith

4 I sent to know your faith  1 Thess.3:5

5 Timotheus—brought us good tidings of your faith  1 Thess.3:6

6 We are comforted—by your faith  1 Thess.3:7

7 We might perfect that which is lacking in your faith  1 Thess.3:10

8 Putting on the breastplate of faith  1 Thess.5;8

9 We—thank God that your faith growth exceedingly  2 Thess.1:3

10 We glory—for your faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure  2 Thess.1:4

  BUT THE LORD IS FAITHFUL  2 Thess.3:3

                                 J.SN.

1018 A Model Church—In Triplets

  1 Model pastors of God’s flock—Paul, Silvanus, Timotheus  I Thess.1:1

  2 A Model ministry—Praying, preaching, persecuted  1 Thess.1:2,5; 2:2

  3 A Model Message—In power, in the Holy Ghost, in much assurance  1 Thess.1:5

  4 A Model Response—turned—to serve—and to wait  1 Thess.1:9,10

  5 A Model activity—work of faith, labour of love, patience of hope  1 Thess.1:3

  6 A Model prayer for them—with thanksgiving, remembrance and knowledge  1 Thess.1:2-4

  7 A Model programme followed—they became recipients of the Word, imitators of the apostles, and examples to the believers  1 Thess.1:6,7

1019 What Each Local Church Should Be

  1 A Centre of Gospel testimony  1 Thess.1:8

  2 A Nursery for spiritual babes  1 Thes.2:7,8

  3 A Target for the Devil  1 Thess.2:14,15; 3:5

  4 A Family Circle with love prevailing  1 Thess.3:12

  5 A Sphere of Divine discipline  1 Thess.4:6

  6 A School for character development and for instruction  1 Thess.4:9-13

  7 A Hospital for the spiritually weak  1 Thess.5:14

1020 Past—Present—Future

  1 Conversion—turned to God from idols—the Sphere of Faith  1 Thess.1:9

  2 Consecration—serve the living and true God—the Domain of love  1 Thess.1:9

  3 Contemplation—wait for His Son from heaven—the Realm of Hope  1 Thess.1:10

W.R.

1021 The Lord’s Coming

The word is ‘Parousia’ which signifies presence, that is, not only notion to a place but stay in a place.

  1 Connected with the Salvation of the Believer  1 Thess.1:10

  2 Connected with the Service of the Soul-winner  1 Thess.2:19

  3 Connected with the Steadfastness of the Saint  1 Thess.3:13

  4 Connected with the Sorrow of the Bereaved  1 Thess.4:15-18

  5 Connected with the Sanctification of the Sons of light  1 Thess.5:23,24

1022 The Life of Faith

  1 The Commencement to their faith—God’s servants are grateful  1 Thess.2:13

  2 The Consummation of their faith—God’s servants are hopeful  1 Thess.2:19

  3 The Confirmation of their faith—God’s servants are careful  1 Thess.3:2,6

  4 The Concomitants of their faith—God’s servants are prayerful  1 Thess.3:10,13

1023 Satanic Opposition

  1 By External trials, persecutions and bodily afflictions  1 Thess.2:14,15; 3:3; 2 Cor.12:7

  2 By Internal temptations, subverting the faith of some  1 Thess.3:5; 2 Cor.11:3

  3 By Infernal hindrances and false doctrines  1 Thess.2:18; 2 Cor.11:13-15

1024 Ambition

STUDY TO BE QUIET 1 Thess.4:11

The word translated ‘study’ (Philotimeomai) means literally, ‘I love the honour’, or ‘I am ambitious’, and occurs three times in the New Testament—

  1 Study to be quiet—the Ambition of every Christian  1 Thess.4:11

  2 So have I strived to preach the Gospel, not where Christ is named—the Ambition of every Pioneer Missionary  Rom.15:20

  3 We labour that—we may be accepted of Him—the Ambition of every Servant of Christ  2 Cor.5:9

1025 The Rapture of the Saints  1 Thess.4:13-18

  1 THE EVENT—The Fulfilment of Christ’s Promise  John 14:2,3

                  The Display of Christ’s Power  1 Thess.4:16

                  The Realization of Christ’s Presence  1 Thess.4:17

  2 THE ACCOMPANIMENT—the Shout of a King  1 Thess.4:16

                        the Voice of the Chief messenger   1 THESS.4:16

the Trump of God (The Lord Himself as Prophet, Priest and King)

  3 THE FULFILMENT—Resurrection of sleeping saints  1 Thess.4:16

                       Rapture of living saints    1 Thess.4:17

                       Reunion of all saints   1 Thess.4:17

1026 Sons of Light  1 Thess.5:5

  1 In relation to times and seasons  1 Thess.5:1,2

(Our Lord’s return will find some unconcerned and some unprepared)

  2 In contrast to children of darkness   1 Thess.5:8

(Watchful and sober while children of darkness are asleep and drunken)

  3 In association with one another  1 Thess.5:11

(ministering mutual comfort and edification)

  4 In their attitude to spiritual exercises  1 Thess.5:16-22

  5 In anticipation of the Lord’s return  1 Thess.5:23,24

1027 Some Neglected Exhortations

  1 ‘Know them’ that are over you  1 Thess.5:12

HOW? By the services they renders to the saints

  2 ‘Remember them’ that are over you  Heb.13:7

WHY? As an example worthy to follow

  3 ‘Obey them’ that are over you  Heb.13:17

HOW? By submitting yourselves, because they feel the responsibility for your soul’s welfare and growth in grace.

  4 ‘Salute them’ that are over you   Heb.13:24

J.W.W.

1028 Believers in Relation to One Another

  1 Our Attitude to Equals in the assembly  1 Thess.5:11,13

Comfort and edify one another, and be at peace with all

  2 Our Attitude to Elders in the assembly  1 Thess.5:12,13

Know who they are and esteem them highly

  3 Our Attitude to Erring saints in the assembly  1 Thee.5:14

    Support the weak and be patient toward all

2 THESSALONIANS

1029 Four Pair of Events at Christ’s Second Advent

  The Greek word ‘Parousia’, translated ‘coming’, means ‘presence’ and, when used of our Lord’s return, refers to a period with a commencement ( the rapture of the saints), a continuation (when believers appear before the Judgment seat of Christ), and a consummation (the appearing of Christ in glory).

  2 Thess.2:1 refers to the commencement, 2:8. to the consummation.

There will be—

  1 A Descent ( shall descend) and an Ascent (caught up) 1 Thess.4:16,17

  2 A Recall ( of him who restrains) and a Downfall (of Satan)  2 Thess.2:7; Rev.12:9

  3 A Cessation (of the proclamation of the Gospel of the grace of God) and a Continuation (of the preaching of the Gospel of the kingdom)  Acts 20:24; Matt.24:14

  4 A Strong Consolation (for those who have the ‘blessed hope’)  Heb.6:18

    and a Strong Delusion (for those who have rejected the Gospel)  2 Thess.2:11

1030 Portion and Prospect

Of believers in Christ

  1 Chosen to Salvation  2 Thess.2:13

  2 Called to Glory  2 Thess.2:14

  3 Consoled through grace  2 Thess.2:16

  4 Comforted in service  2 Thess.2:17

H.K.D.

1 TIMOTHY

1031 Paul’s Picture of a Local Church

Over the entrance—‘How—to behave in the house of God’   1 Tim.3:15

Over the rostrum or platform—‘Be a good soldier of Jesus Christ’  1 Tim.4:6

The Text—‘Great is the mystery of godliness’  1 Tim.3:16

The Theme of the sermon—GODLINESS

Chapter 1—The Apostle instructs his child in the faith, giving him the charge received from the Lord  1 Tim.1:5

Chapter 2—The Prayer-room, the men in prayer, the women in Heaven’s adornment

Chapter 3—The Oversight, elders and deacons

Chapter 4—The Preacher, his life and doctrine

Chapter 5—The poor widows and wise elders and deacons

Chapter 6—The congregation, composed of rich and poor, and the collection

1032 The Christian is Exhorted in 1 Timothy

  1 To unfeigned faith  Ch.1:5

  2 To hold faith and a good conscience  Ch.1:19

  3 To hold the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience  Ch.3:9

  4 To be nourished up in words of faith  Ch.4:6

  5 To be an example in faith  Ch.4:12

  6 To be follow after faith  Ch.6:11

  7 To fight the good fight of faith  Ch.6:12

Faith is the victory that overcomes the world  1 John 5:4

                                           J.M.A.

1033 Sound Doctrine

Concerning—

  1 The Salvation of Sinners  1 Tim.1:15

  2 The Inspiration of the Scriptures  2 Tim.3:16

  3 The Incarnation of Christ  1 Tim.3:16

  4 The Condition of the last days  1 Tim.4:1; 2 Tim.3:1

  5 Intercession for all men  1 Tim.2:1

  6 The Position of women  1 Tim.2:9-12

  7 The Qualification of overseers  1 Tim.3:1-7

And ‘any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine’  1 Tim.1:10

                                                   H.K.D.

1034 ‘Faithful Sayings’ in Paul’s Pastoral Epistles

THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING concerning—

  1 The Gospel of Jesus Christ  1 Tim.1:15

  2 The Oversight in the assembly  1 Tim.3:1

  3 The Profit derived from godly living  1 Tim.4:8,9

  4 The Reward of endurance  2 Tim.2:11,12

  5 The maintenance of good works  Titus 3:8

1035 The Gospel Paul Preached  1 Tim.1:15

This is faithful saying—the Proclamation

Worthy of all acceptation --the Plea

Christ Jesus  --the Person

Came into the world  --Place

To save   --the Purpose

Sinners  --the People

1036 Paul the Pattern  1 Tim.1:16

  1 As a Man—in the Miracle of his Conversion—‘I obtained mercy’

  2 As a Minister of Christ—in the Moulding of his Character—in three stages—his Energy in travels and preaching—Primary Epistles; his contentment in trials and prison—Prison Epistles; his foresight in teaching and providing—Pastoral Epistles

  3 As Missionary in the Mapping of his Course as evangelist, teacher and pastor.

1037 Good Works in Evil Days

Adorned with good works  1 Tim.2:10

Well reported for good works  1 Tim.5:10

Diligently following good works  1 Tim.5:10

Manifesting good works  1 Tim.5:25

Rich in good works  1 Tim.6:18

Prepared unto every good work   2 Tim.2:21

Perfected unto all good works   2 Tim.3:17

God’s salvation is not obtained by good works  Eph.2:9

God’s Christianity is full of good works  Acts 9:36

Faith without works is dead  James 2:20

                           J.M.H.

1038 Words Describing Various Kinds of Prayer  1 Tim.2:1

  1 Supplications—earnest entreaty  Heb.5:7

(Originally the suppliant held an olive branch in his band)

  2 Prayers—the general them for all prayer

  3 Intercessions—an approach to a ruler with a petition, prayer on behalf of others  1 Tim.4:5; Rom.8:26

  4 Thanksgiving—Greek—‘eucharistia’, expressions of gratitude  Eph.5:4

  5 Requests—expression of a desire: prayer for something desired  Phil.4:6

1039 Godliness in 1 Timothy

Godliness—Piety—

  1 The Profession of Godliness  –its Responsibility     1 Tim.2:10

  2 A Life of Godliness           --its Desirability       1 Tim.2:2

  3 The Mystery of Godliness     --its Visibility          1 Tim.3:16

  4 The Exercise of Godliness     --its Availability       1 Tim.4:7

  5 The Doctrine of Godliness     --its Reliability        1 Tim.6:3

  6 The great Gain of Godliness    --its Utility           1 Tim.6:6

  7 The Pursuit of Godliness       --its Advisability      1 Tim.6:11

1040 Overseers—Bishops or Elders

  1 Their Ordination—in the assembly by the Spirit  Acts 20:28

  2 Their Confirmation—before the assembly by recognition  Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; 1 Thess.5:12

  3 Their Qualifications—for oversight—Personal Devotion to Christ  John 21:15-17; 1 Pet.5:1

Blameless Character  1 Tim.3:2-5

Desire emanating from Devotion  1 Tim.3:1

Ability to rule well in their own families  1 Tim.3:4,5; Titus 1:6

Doctrinal Soundness  Titus 1:9

Maturity and Experience  1 Tim.3:6

A good reputation among men  1 Tim.3;7

  4 Their Occupation—to feed the flock of God  1 Pet.5:2

                     to take the oversight of the assembly  1 Pet.5:2

                     to watch for the souls of the saints  Heb.13:7

  5 Their Compensation—a fadeless crown of glory at Christ’s return  1 Pet.5:4

1041 The Mystery of Godliness   1 Tim.3:16

Six Great Facts are stated—

God was manifest in the flesh

justified in the spirit

seen of angels

preached unto the nations

believed on in the world

received up into glory

INDICATING—

  1 The Manifestation of the Incarnate Son of God

  2 The Mediation of the Crucified Christ

  3 The Mystery of the Exalted Saviour

1042 In the Latter Times

  1 Some shall depart from the faith  1 Tim.4:1

  2 Some shall deny the faith  1 Tim.5:8

  3 Some shall cast off their first faith  1 Tim.5:12

  4 Some shall be seduced from the faith  1 Tim.6:10 (Margin)

  5 Some shall err concerning the faith  1 Tim.6:21

  6 Some shall overthrow the faith of others   2 Tim.2:18

  7 Some shall be reprobate concerning the faith   2 Tim.3:8

  In Jude 3, Christians are exhorted to ‘contend earnestly for the faith’.  

                                                      J.M.H.

1043 Christian Contentment

‘Godliness with contentment is great gain’  1 Tim.6:6

Contentment is—

  1 An Evidence of Conversion—Be content with your wages  Luke 3:14

  2 The Exclusion of Covetousness—Be content and take two  2 Kings 5:20-27

  3 An Expression of Confidence in God—Having food and raiment therewith to be content  Heb.13:5,6

  4 An Exhibition of Comradeship—Be content and go with thy servants  2 Kings 6:2,3

  5 The Essence of Consecration—I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content  Phil.4:11

1044 Money and its Uses

  1 From the World’s Viewpoint Money is a Measure of Human Greatness  1 Tim.6:17

  2 From the Pastor’s Viewpoint it is a Menace to true Godliness  1 Tim.6:9

  3 From the Christian’s Viewpoint it is a Manifestation of God’s Grace  1 Tim.6:17

  4 From the Recipient’s Viewpoint it is a Means of doing Good  1 Tim.6:18

  5 From the Divine Viewpoint it is Material for eternal Gain  1 Tim.6:19; Luke 16:9

1045 The Man of God—Four Portraits

  1 A Man Fleeing (Illustration—Joseph)  1 Tim.6:11; 2 Tim.2:22; Gen.39:12

  2 A Man Following (Illustration—Elisha)   1 Tim.6:11; 2 King 2:6

  3 A Man Fighting (Illustration—Paul)  1 Tim.6:12; 2 Tim.4:7

  4 A Man Furnished (Illustration—Timothy)  2 Tim.3:16,17

2  TIMOTHY

1046 Paul’s Picture of a War Memorial

Chapter 1—The Sentry guarding the Treasure  2 Tim.1:14

Chapter 2—The Soldier on the field enduring hardships  2 Tim.2:3

Chapter 3—The Cadet in the Military School training and in the Armoury being equipped  2 Tim.3:14-17

Chapter 4—The Veteran Warrior reviewing his campaigns  2 Tim.4:6,7

1047 Divisions of 2 Timothy

  1 The Steward of God and his Trust—Fidelity in Defending the truth  2 Tim.1

  2 The Servant of God and his Tests—Fidelity to Christ’s Claims  2 Tim.2:1-13

     Fidelity to Christ’s Word  2 Tim.2:14-17

     Fidelity to Christ’s Name  2 Tim.2:18-26

  3 The Man of God and his Treasure—Fidelity in days of declension  2 Tim.3

  4 The Martyr of God and his Triumph—Fidelity in view of Departure to be with Christ  2 Tim.4

1048 Perils of the Days and God’s Unfailing Resources  

  1 The Peril of the Faint Heart—Hold fast the form of sound words  2 Tim.1:8,13,14

  2 The Peril of the Wandering Feet—Handle aright the Word of truth  2 Tim.2:15,18

  3 The Peril of the Double Life—Heed carefully the Scriptures  2 Tim.3:5,14,15

  4 The Peril of the Itching ears—Hold forth the Word of God  2 Tim.4:2,3

1049 The Believer’s Confidence  2 Tim.1:12

  I am not ashamed, for I know—and am persuaded –A Demonstration of Confidence

  I know whom I have believed  --A Declaration of Trust

  He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him  --A Deposit of Value

  Against that day  --A Day of Reckoning

1050 Names of Believers

  1 Sons      2 Tim.2:1

  2 Soldiers   2 Tim.2:3

  3 Athletes   2 Tim.2:5

  4 Husbandmen   2 Tim.2:6

  5 Workmen   2 Tim.2:15

  6 Vessels     2 Tim.2:21

  7 Servants    2 Tim.2:24

                  H.K.D.

1051 Meet for the Master’s Use

  ‘Meet’—Greek—euchrestos, meaning ‘useful’, ‘profitable’—occurs three times in the New Testament—

  1 Any believer who has purged himself from unclean things  2 Tim.2:20,21

  2 John Mark, who went back and was restored  2 Tim.4:11

  3 Onesimus, a runaway slave who was converted through Paul  Philem.11

1052 Seven Signs of the Times

  1 Departure from the faith  1 Tim.4:1

  2 Disobedience to parents  2 Tim.3:2

  3 Despisers of good  2 Tim.3:2

  4 Devotion to pleasure  2 Tim.3:4

  5 Denial of the power of godliness  2 Tim.3:5

  6 Distress among nations  Luke 21:25

  7 Downtrodden Jews arising  Luke 21:24,30

                               H.K.D.

1053 The Last Days in Second Epistles

In 2 Timothy—Departure and Declension  2 Tim.3:1-9

In 2 Corinthians—the Devil and his Deceptions  2 Cor.11:3-15

In 2 Thessalonians—Antichrist and Apostasy  2 Thess.2:3-10

In 2 Peter—Deniers of the Lord and their Doom  2 Pet.2:1-16

In 2 John—Deceivers and their Doctrines   2 John 7-10

1054 Objects of Love in the Last Days

A  WHAT WORLDINGS LOVE—

  1 their own selves  2 Tim.3:2

  2 money (‘covetous’ = lovers of money)  2 Tim.3:2; 1 Tim.6:10

  3 pleasures   2 Tim.3:4

  4 the world   2 Tim.4:10; 1 John 2:15-17

B  WHAT GOD’S SAINTS LOVE—

  1 the form of sound words  2 Tim.1:13

  2 all that is good (Greek)  2 Tim.3:3

  3 God  2 Tim.3:4

  4 Christ’s appearing  2 Tim.4:8

1055 Characteristics of the Last Days

  1 Morally—Lowering of ethical standards—vice and violence (Perilous time—fierce seasons)  2 Tim.2:1,3,6

  2 Spiritually—No fear of God and no time for God—so many will follow Antichrist  2 Thess.2:3,4,9

  3 Intellectually—Men of conceited demean-our, communistic ideals, and corrupt minds  2 Tim.3:2-8

1056 The Scriptures

  1 Contain the Word of Salvation—given by God  2 Tim.3:16

  2 Confirm the Way of Salvation—through faith in Christ Jesus

  3 Convey the Wisdom for Salvation—make thee wise  2 Tim.3:15

They are for the child to learn, for the adolescent to prove and be assured of, for the mature Christian to profit by, and for the man of God to obey  2 Tim.3:14-17

1057 The Word in 2 Timothy  2 Tim.4:2

  1 A Treasure to guard  1:14

  2 Teaching to commit to others  2:2

  3 Truth to handle aright  2:15

  4 A Textbook to study  3:15

  5 A Trumpet to sound  4:2

1058 The Life Worth Living  2 Tim.4:6-8

  1 An Aspect—Paul’s Reckoning of his life—Surrendered, as a drink offering poured out  Phil.2:17

Selfless because Christ-centred and controlled  Phil.1:21

Spent out, as a ship about to be loosed  2 Tim.4:6

  2 A Retrospect—Paul’s Review of his life—as a soldier, a runner and a steward   2 Tim.4:7

  3 A Prospect—‘Paul’s Reward for his consecrated life—a crown of righteousness  2 Tim.4:8

Paul had been treated unrighteously by men on earth. The righteous Judge would reward his sufferings with the crown of righteousness in Heaven.

1059 Four Men in 2 Timothy 4

  1 LUKE—began well and ended well   2 Tim.4:11; Col.4:14

  2 DEMAS—began well and ended badly  2 Tim.4:10; Col.4:14

  3 MARK—began badly and ended well   2 Tim.4:11; Acts 13:13

  4 ALEXANDER—began badly and ended badly   2 Tim.4:14

TITUS

1060 The Church and the Citizens of Heaven—in Titus

Chapter 1—An Orderly Church—with is Councillors, the elders

Chapter 2—A Sound Church—with the Common Citizen ( aged men, aged women, young women and their husbands, young men, employers and employees)

Chapter 3—A Practical Church—the Charter of the citizens, their privileges and responsibilities

1061 Three Appearings in Titus 2

  1 Past (verse 11)—Appearing in Grace at His coming to suffer

  2 Present (verse 12)—Appearing in Godliness in His people’s lives now

  3 Future(verse 13)—Appearing in Glory at His Coming to reign

                                              J.M.H.

1062 That Blessed Hope  Titus 2:13

  ‘Looking for’—Greek—Prosdechomai, I wait to welcome, I am looking out for—occurs 14 times in the New Testament.

  ‘Blessed’—is the word of Christ’s Beatitudes and occurs 50 times in the New Testament. It is translated ‘happy’ six times.

  The HOPE is BLESSED because—

1 It Believes in the Coming of Christ which will be Personal, Physical and Pre-millennial  John 14:1-3

2 It Breathes the Comfort of Christ  1 Thess.4:18

3 It Begets more Confidence in Christ  1 Thess.1:10

4 It Bestows the Companionship of Christ  1 Thess.5:9,10

PHILEMON

1063 A Model Letter

Of the thirteen letters containing Paul’s signature—nine were written to local churches and are Doctrinal; 

there were written to fellow-workers and are Practical and Pastoral; 

  one was written to a friend, and is Fraternal 

This letter to Philemon is the shortest, and the only private letter Paul wrote. It deals with an incident in domestic life. It was been called ‘a true little chef d’oeuvre in the art of letter-writing’.

It is—

  1 A Model of Christian Commendation, commending a converted thief to the master he had robbed (verse 18), commending an absconder to the household from which he had escaped (verse 15), commending a sheep that had gone astray to an Under-shepherd, Archippus (Col.4:17), commending a young believer to a local church

  2 A Model of Christian Concern—for the spiritual progress, social fellowship and future Christian career of Onesimus

  3 A Model of Christian Courtesy, for Paul does not command Philemon but requests him (Verse 8,9) and is confident of his willing response (verse 21). He also suggests that he will come to Colosse as the guest of Philemon (Verse 22)

  4 A Model of Christian Courage, pleading for an absconder, a thief, a good-for-nothing

1064 Three People with very Different Backgrounds

  ‘I’—the Writer—First Person—Paul the apostle, a Jew by birth and training, who has become a prisoner of Jesus Christ (v.1), an ambassador of Jesus Christ (v.9 R.V. margin) and the guarantor for Onesimus (vs.18,19)

  ‘Thee’—the person addressed—Second Person—Philemon, a slave-owner, a Gentile convert (v.16), Philemon means ‘loving’. (His love is mentioned in vs.5,7,9)

  ‘He’—the subject of the letter—Third Person—Onesimus, a salve socially, a thief morally, an outlaw legally, yet saved by the grace of God.

Yet what love and fellowship existed because they were ‘all one in Christ Jesus’.

1065 The Transforming Power of the Gospel

The Gospel of Christ which Onesimus had received and believed had made him—

  1 Paul’s child in the faith  v.10

  2 A brother beloved  v.16

  3 A Partner in the greatest Firm in Heaven and on earth  v.17

  4 Paul’s own heart, greatly loved  v.12

  5 A profitable servant of Christ  v.11

1066 Prophet, Priest and King

  1 The Son of God as Prophet—‘ God—hath—spoken unto us by His Son’  Heb.1:1,2

He is the Perfect Revealer of God

the Creator of all things in the past

The Heir of all things in the future

  2 The Son as Priest—‘When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down’  Heb.1:3

His efficacious sacrifice—purged our sins

His completed work—sat down

His exalted position—on the right hand of the Majesty on high

  3 The Son as King—‘Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever’  Heb.1:8

He is the perfect Ruler of an eternal kingdom

1067 Seven Things about ‘His Son’

  1 The nearness of His relationship—Son  Heb.1:2,5,8

  2 The excellence of His Name  Heb.1:4

  3 The excellence of His Name  Heb.1:4

  4 The duration of His throne  Heb.1:8

  5 The scepter of His kingdom  Heb.1:8

  6 The unchangeableness of His person  Heb.1:11

  7 The triumph of His cause  Heb.1:13

                             H.K.D.

1068 The Exalted One

  ‘On the right hand of the majesty on high’

  Four Times in Hebrews—

1 As Son of God—His Sonship   Heb.1:3

2 As High Priest—His Sanctuary  Heb.8:1

3 As the Man in the glory—His Sacrifice  Heb.10:12

4 As the Sustainer—His Supremacy  Heb.12:2

1069 Christ as the ‘Son in Hebrews 1 and 2

  1 His Rank—Son of God, His Deity  Heb.1:1

His Pre-eminence is proved by 6 quotations from the Psalms and one from 2 Samuel 7.

  2 His Revelation—Son of man, His Humanity  Heb.2:6

‘made a little lower than the angels’

  3 His Rule—Son of David, His Sovereignty  Heb.2:8,9

  4 His Role—Son of Abraham, His Nationality  Heb.2:16

‘He took hold of—the seed of Abraham’

1070 What Believers Inherit

  1 Heirs of Salvation—served by God’s angelic messengers  Heb.1:14

  2 Heirs of promise—with the sure and steadfast hope of an entry into Heaven  Heb.6:17

  3 Heirs of Righteousness—by faith in the unchanging Word of God  Heb.11:7

  4 Heirs of the world—through the righteousness of faith   Rom.4:13

  5 Heirs of the kingdom—by the election of God, as poor yet rich in faith  James 2:5

  6 Heirs according to the hope of eternal life—by the grace of God that justifies us  Titus 3:7

  7 Heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, because ‘children of God’  Rom.8:17

                                                       JS.FS.

1071 Angels—the Ministering Spirit sent by God  Heb.1:14

Angels—

  1 Point out the way for God’s Pilgrims  Exod.23:20; 32:34

  2 Prepare the hearts of God’s People  Judges 6:11,12

  3 Provide the sustenance for God’s Prophets  1 Kings 19:5

  4 Protect the lives of God’s Prisoners  Dan.6:22; Ps.34:7; Acts 12:7

  5 Prescribe the sphere of God’s Preachers  Acts 8:26

1072 Seven Safeguards for Saints

  1 Hearing—Give heed to the things which we have heard LEST at any time we should let them slip  Heb.2:1

  2 Heeding—Take heed, brethren, LEST there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief  Heb.3:12

  3 Exhorting—Exhort one another daily LEST any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin  Heb.3:13

  4 Labouring—Labour, therefore, to enter into that rest LEST any man fall after the same example of disobedience (Marg.)

  5 Considering—Consider Him LEST ye be wearied and faint in your minds  Heb.12:3

  6 Making—Make straight paths for your feet LEST that which is lame be turned out of the way  Heb.12:13

  7 Looking—Looking diligently LEST any man fail of the grace of God, LEST any root of bitterness, springing up, trouble you  Heb.12:15

                                       F.E.M.

1073 So Great Salvation  Heb.2:3

  1 Salvation so great—because 

Announced by an Incomparable Preacher  Heb.2:3

Attested by many Infallible Proofs  Heb.2:4

Accomplished at an Infinite Price  Heb.2:9

Administered by an Invincible Prince  Heb.2:10

Accompanied by many Inestimable Privileges  Heb.2:11-15

  2 Neglect so easy—Same word is translated ‘made light of’ in Matt.22:5

  3 Escape so impossible—‘How shall we?’—an unanswerable question.

1074 We See Jesus

Jesus—without the accompaniment of any of His other names or titles—occurs eight times in Hebrews.

  1 Jesus—crowned with glory and honour  Heb.2:9

  2 Jesus—the Apostle and High Priest of our confession  Heb.3:1

  3 Jesus—made an High Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec  Heb.6:20

  4 Jesus—made Surety of a better testament   Heb.7:22

  5 Jesus—the new and living way into the Holiest  Heb.10:19

  6 Jesus—the Author and Finisher of faith  Heb.12:2

  7 Jesus—the Mediator of the new covenant  Heb.12:24

  8 Jesus—the One Who sanctifies the people because He suffered without the gate  Heb.13:12

                                                      R.A.H.

1075 Three Precious Things   Heb.3:1

  1 Our Character—holy brethren  Heb.3:1

  2 Our Calling—Heavenly  Heb.3:1

  3 Our Contemplation—Consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest  Heb.3:1

                                                          H.K.D.

1076 Danger Signals—the Red Light, then the Green

  1 Do not drift away, but pay earnest heed to directions  Heb.2:1

  2 Do not waver, but hold fast your confidence  Heb.3:6,14

  3 Do not lag behind, but endeavour diligently to enter  Heb.4:11,12

  4 Do not turn back to the rudiments, but go on to maturity  Heb.6:1-3

  5 Do not be carried away by false doctrines, but be anchored to God’s grace  Heb.13:8,9

1077 Hear or Harden

  ‘Today, if you will hear His voice, harden not your heart’s Heb.3:7,15; 4:7

THREE TIMES IN TWENTY VERSES

‘TODAY’ Five times in twenty verses.

Two Alternatives Proposed—‘Hear His voice’ or ‘Harden your hearts’

Three hardening forces indicated by the word ‘LEST’

  1 An evil heart of unbelief  Heb.3:12

  2 The deceitfulness of sin  Heb.3:13

  3 Falling short of God’s promises  Heb.4:1

Two Answers Possible—‘Today’ or ‘Some time’  Prov.27:1

1078 The Heart in Hebrews

Seven marks—

  1 The Erring Heart  Heb.3:10

  2 The Hardened Heart  Heb.3:8-15

  3 The Evil Heart of unbelief  Heb.3:12

  4 The Discerned Heart  Heb.4:12

  5 The Sprinkled Heart  Heb.10:22

  6 The True Heart

  7 The Established Heart  Heb.13:9

                           T.B.

1079 God’s Chosen Priest  

  1 His Person—Jesus the Son of God  Heb.4:14,15; 5:5

  2 His Preparation—through suffering   Heb.5:8

  3 His Purpose as Priest—to offer sacrifices

  4 His People—the redeemed  Heb.6:20

  5 His Place—Heaven itself  Heb.9:24

  6 His Pattern and order—Of Melchisedec  Heb.5:10

  7 His Power—Almighty—able to save  Heb.7:25

                                    JS.FS. 

1080 The Throne of Grace  Heb.4:14-16

  The Mercy-seat on earth Ps.85:10; Exod.25:21,22; Rom.3:25

  The Throne of Grace—Where?—In Heaven Ps.11:4; 103:19

  For how long?—For ever Heb.1:8

  Five reasons for boldness of approach to the Throne of Grace—

1 We have a great High Priest—able to save, succour, sympathize  Heb.7:25,26; 2:17, 18; 4:15

2 He has passed through the heavens into Heaven itself  Heb.4:14; 9:24

3 He is Jesus the Son of God, truly man and truly God  Heb.4:14

4 He is able to be touched with the feeling of our infirmities  Heb.4:15

5 He has been tempted as we are, sin apart   Heb.4:15

  (NO SIN 1 John 3:5; 2 Cor.5:21; 1 Pet.2:22)

1081 Our Great High Priest 

  1 His Ordination—by God  Heb.5:5,6

  2 His Obedience—as Man  Heb.5:8,9

  3 His Omnipotence—as High Priest  Heb.4:14-16

1082 Seven Eternal Verities 

In the Epistle to the Hebrews

  1 Eternal Salvation—Christ the Author  Heb.5:9

  2 Eternal Judgment—a Fundamental doctrine  Heb.6:2

  3 Eternal Redemption—obtained by the blood of Christ  Heb.9;12

  4 Eternal Spirit—through Whom Christ offered Himself  Heb.9:15

  5 Eternal Inheritance—promised to them who are called  Heb.9:15

  6 Eternal Covenant—ratified by the blood of Christ  Heb.13:20

  7 Eternal Perfection—in the Son of God, our High Priest  Heb.7:28

                                                 J.H.E.

1083 Three Figures of Stinted Growth in Believers

  1 The Infant—still on milk when he should be full-grown  Heb.5:13; 1 Pet.2:1,2

  2 The Student—still at the alphabet when he should be a teacher  Heb.5:12

  3 The Building—still at the foundation stage when the super-structure ought to be going up  Heb.6:1,2

1084 The Hope Set Before Us  Heb.6:18

  It is a ‘better hope’  Heb.7:19

  It is a ‘blessed hope’  Titus 2”13

  It is a hope laid up in Heaven  Col.1:5

  It is a ‘sure and steadfast’ hope  Heb.6:19

  ABRAHAM—against hope believed in hope  Rom.4:18

  SOLOMON said—Hope deferred maketh the heart sick  Prov.13:12

  DAVID said—Hope thou in God  Ps.42:5,11

Note—

  1 The Purpose of the Hope—a Refuge  Heb.6:18

  2 The Power of the Hope—an Anchor  Heb.6:19

  3 The Place of the Hope—a Sanctuary  Heb.6:19

  4 The Person Who is our Hope—Jesus our High Heb.6:20 Priest

OUR HOPE—

  1 Is Based on a Solemn Confirmation  Heb.6:16

  2 Brings a Strong Consolation  Heb.6:18

  3 Establishes a Sure Communication  Heb.6:20

1085 The Order of Melchisedec

Like Melchisedec, Jesus—

  1 Is Ordained by God  Heb.6:20

  2 Is a Priest of the Most High God  Gen.14:18-20

  3 Is King of Righteousness and of Peace  Heb.7:2; 1:8; Isa.9:6

  4 Is a Priest without primogeniture or pedigree  Heb.7:3

  5 Inaugurated His Priesthood by an act of blessing  Luke 24:50; Heb.7:6

  6 Receives homage and tithes from God’s chosen  Luke 24:51; Heb.7:8

  7 Holds His office to perpetuity  Heb.7:15,16

1086 Consider how Great this Man is

Greater than Aaron—

  1 Because Abraham gave him tithes  Heb.7:4

  2 Because he blessed Abraham  Heb.7:6,7

  3 Because Abraham is dead, and He has an endless life  Heb.7:16

  4 Because of God’s oath conferring priesthood  Heb.7:21

  5 Because of His one complete sacrifice  Heb.7:27

But note—While in these respects our Lord is identified with Melchisedec, the appearance of Melchisedec to Abraham in Gen.14 was not a Christophany, nor was Melchisedec an angel from Heaven but a man, and as a man a Type of Christ, ‘made like unto the Son of God’ (Heb.7:3) Who is ‘another priest after the similitude of Melchisedec’ (Heb.7:15)

1087 God has Sworn

About these Things

  1 The Priesthood of Christ  Heb.7:21

  2 The Security of the Christian  Heb.6:16-20

  3 The Subjection of the Impenitent  Isa.45:23; Rom.14:11

                                             T.B.

1088 Perfect Salvation  Heb.7:25

  1 ABILITY—‘He is able to save’ (7:25), to sympathize(4:15), to succour(2:18), to make stand (Rom.14:4), to stablish (Rom.16:25), to keep from falling (Jude 24), to build up (Acts 20:32), to subdue (Phil.3:21), to do exceeding abundantly (Eph.3:20)

  2 ACTIVITY—‘able to keep on saving’ (literal translation)—past, present, future

  3 ASSURANCE—‘He ever liveth to make intercession’ For the unsaved—His work on earth; for the saved—His work in Heaven

  4 APPROACH—‘Them that come unto God by Him’ (Literally ‘them that draw near’, or ‘them that come right up’.

                                        DR.GRIFFITH THOMAS

1089 The Better Ministry of Christ

  1 A Better Priest—High Priest of good things  Heb.9:11

  2 A Better Sanctuary—A greater and more perfect tabernacle  Heb.9:11

  3 A Better Sacrifice—not blood of bulls and calves—His own blood  Heb.9:12

  4 A Better Method—offering once for all  Heb.9:12

  5 A Better Blessing—Having obtained eternal redemption for us  Heb.9:12

  6 A Better Guarantee—the eternal Spirit  Heb.9:14

  7 A Better Result—a purged conscience and service to the living God  Heb.9:14

                                               DR.GRIFFITH THOMAS

1090 Sanctification

Its Meaning—setting apart for a holy use; becoming like a holy God.

  1 In connection with the Diving Purpose for us  Jude 1; 1 Cor.1:2; 1 Pet.1:2

Three Different writers—

  Jude—by God the Father

  Paul—in Christ Jesus       THE TRINITY

  Peter—of the Spirit

  2 In connection with the Believer’s Position  Heb.9:13,14;10:10,14; 13:12

  3 In connection with the Believer’s Practice   1 Thess.3:13; 4:3,4

  4 In connection with the Believer’s Progress  Heb.12:14; 2 Cor.7:1

1091 Divers Washing—Various Baptisms

Baptisms (plural) in Heb.6:2—translated ‘washings’ in Heb.9:10

  1 Ceremonial Washings  Heb.9:10; Mark 7:4

  2 One of the initial rites for proselytes to Judaism

  3 John’s baptism unto repentance  Matt.3:11; 21:25; Acts 19:3,4

  4 Christ’s suffering and death  Luke 12:50

  5 The Spirit’s baptism  1 Cor.12:12,13

  6 Baptism of believers in Christ  Acts 8:36-38; 9:18; 10:47,48

  7 Baptism of judgment (with fire)  Luke 3:16,17

1092 Three Appearings

  1 Past—Christ’s Appearing on earth to put away sins by the sacrifice of Himself  Heb.9:26

  2 Present—His Appearing in Heaven to intercede for His own as Priest  Heb.9:24

  3 Future—His Appearing on earth to them that look for Him, as King  Heb.9:28

1093 Christ and the Heavenly Sanctuary 

  1 He has opened it  Heb.9:11,12

  2 He has cleansed it  Heb.9:20-23

  3 He intercedes for us in it  Heb.9:24

  4 He has secured for us access to it   Heb.10:19-22

  5 He offers our sacrifices of praise in it  Heb.13:15; 1 Pet.2:5

1094 The ‘No Mores’ of Hebrews 10

  1 No more conscience of sins as far as the believer is concerned  v.2

  2 No more remembrance of sins as far as God is concerned  v.17

  3 No more offering for sin as far as Christ is concerned  v.18

  4 No more sacrifice for sins as far as the apostate is concerned  v.26

1095 The Lord’s Body

  1 Prepared in Incarnation  Heb.10:5

  2 Offered in Sacrifice  Heb.10:10

  3 Broken in Judgment  1 Cor.11:24

  4 Buried in Death  John 19:40

  5 Handled in Resurrection  Luke 24;39

  6 Glorified in Ascension  Phil.3:21

  7 Discerned in Communion  1 Cor.11:29

The Lord Jesus has TWO bodies—His own human body, and the Church, which is His Body. The one ‘marred more than any man’s, the other ‘without spot or wrinkle or any such thing’. These two bodies will be side by side through all eternity. The first body is the explanation of the second, and the second is the outcome of the first. 

                                                    T.B.

1096 The First Superseded by the Second   Heb.10:9

Heb.1—In the past God spoke by prophets: now He speaks in His Son

Heb.2—In the past the Word was spoken by angels: afterwards Salvation was preached by our Lord

Heb.3—Moses was a servant in God’s house: Christ’s a Son in God’s house  

Heb.4—Rest was not enjoyed in the week: rest is abiding for the people of God

Heb.5—Israel’s high priests were taken from among men: our High Priest is the Son of God from Heaven

Heb.6—God’s promise was to Abraham: God’s promise now is to Abraham’s spiritual seed

Heb.7—Priests could not continue by reason of death: Jesus has an unchangeable priesthood ‘in the power of an endless life’.

Heb.8—Israel worshipped in an earthly sanctuary: we worship in a Heavenly sanctuary

Heb.9—Animal sacrifices could not take away sin: Christ offered Himself one sacrifice for sins, once for all

Heb.10—The way into the Holiest was not open: we have boldness of access into the Holiest

Heb.11—Those of old died in faith, not having received the fulfillment of the promises: God has provided some better thing for us

Heb.12—Those of old came to Mount Sinai: we have come to Mount Sion

Heb.13—Israel’s priests had an altar and could eat of the bodies of victims offered: we have an altar whereof they have no right to eat

1097 The Perfection of Christ’s Sacrifice 

The Proofs—

  1 ‘One sacrifice’—offered once for all—no need for repetition  Heb.10:12

  2 He ‘sat down’: Israel’s priests always stood  Heb.10:11,12

  3 He is ‘on the right hand of God’ so God has been perfectly satisfied  Heb.10:12

  4 He is ‘expecting till his enemies be made His footstool’—not expecting to have to make atonement for sins again  Heb.10:13

  5 He ‘has perfected for all time them that are sanctified’  Heb.10:14

  6 The Holy Spirit is a witness to the efficacy of Christ’s work  Heb.10:15

  7 We have now boldness of access to a Holy God  Heb.10:19

1098 Inside the Veil

The word for ‘veil’ in the Gospels and in Hebrews means ‘curtain’.

  1 The Veil of the Tabernacle, and of the Temple, on earth (The way into the Holiest of all was not yet made manifest) Exod.26:31; 2 Chron.3:14; Heb.9:8

  2 The Veil of the Temple rent from top to bottom at Christ’s death  Matt.27:51

Five events took place then—the Veil was rent

                           the Earth war shaken

                           the Rocks were rent

                           the Graves were opened

                           the Onlookers were convinced

  3 The Veil, that is to say, His flesh—the body taken in Incarnation  Heb.10:19,20

  4 The Veil of the Heavenly temple   Heb.6:19

‘SOON THY SAINTS SHALL ALL BE GATHERED—INSIDE THE VEIL’

1099 Three Important Exhortations

  1 Let us draw near—Our Worship   Heb.10:22

‘with a true heart’—Composed

‘in full assurance of faith’—Confident

‘having our hearts sprinkled’—Cleansed

  2 Let us hold fast the confession of our faith—Our Witness  Heb.10:23

  3 Let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good work—Our Work  Heb.10:24

1100 Full Assurance  Heb.10:22

One word in Greek—Plerophoria—occurring four times in the New Testament

  1 Full assurance of the Gospel message  1 Thess.1:5

  2 Full assurance of faith  Heb.10:22

  3 Full assurance of understanding  Col.2:2

  4 Full assurance of hope  Heb.6:11

1101 God’s Picture Gallery and its Sections  Heb.11

Section 1

  The Antedeluvian section—Abel, Enoch, Noah  Heb.11:3-7

Section 2

  The Patriarchal section—Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph  Heb.11:8-22

Section 3

  The Mosaic section—Moses’, parents, Moses, Moses’ people  Heb.11:23-29

Section 4

  The Promised Land section  Heb.11:30-39

Section 5

  The Present day section—‘for us’  Heb.11:40

In Section 1 the few were doing what none of the rest of the world was doing

In Section 2 the few were looking for something in which others were not interested

In Section 3 the few were choosing what no one else was choosing

In Section 4 the few were enduring what none of the rest of the world would endure

In Section 5 the few are running in a race in which the rest of the world is not competing.

1102 The Way of Faith  Hebrews 11

  1 The Definition of Faith—‘title deeds’ and ‘evidences’  Heb.11:1

Faith’s Confidence  v.1

Faith’s Commendation v.2

Faith’s Comprehension v.3

  2 The Demand of Faith—Gateway to the Presence of God and Guarantee of an audience with God Heb.11:6

  3 The Declaration of Faith—We ‘seek a city’ (God’s Promises accepted, embraced and confessed)  Heb.11:14

  4 The Demonstration of Faith—Through faith  Heb.11:28,33,34

  5 The Devotion of Faith—not accepting deliverance  Heb.11:35-38

1103 The Manifestation of Faith  Hebrews 11

  1 Faith’s Worship—a more excellent sacrifice  v.4

  2 Faith’s Witness—Enoch pleased God  v.5

  3 Faith’s Work—Noah prepared an ark  v.7; 2 Pet.2:5

  4 Faith’s Walk—Abraham went out  v.8

  5 Faith’s Waiting—He looked for a city  v.10

  6 Faith’s Willingness—Sarah received strength  vs.11,12

  7 Faith’s Welcome—These all were persuaded—confessed—a better country  vs.13-16

                                            DR.GRIFFITH THOMAS

1104 Heroes of Faith  

as seen in Heb.11

  1 Abel—the Sacrifice of Faith

  2 Noah—the Simplicity of Faith

  3 Abraham—the Sojourn of Faith

  4 Isaac—the Sanguinity of Faith

  5 Moses—the Suffering of Faith

  6 Rahab—the Salvation of Faith

  7 The Rest—the Supremacy of Faith (vs.32, etc.)

                                 H.K.D.

1105 Living Pictures of Faith  Heb.11

Abel—Faith that Justifies  v.4

Enoch—Faith that Sanctifies  v.5

Noah—Faith that Testifies  v.7

Abraham—Faith of Enterprise  v.8

Sarah—Faith that Multiples  v.11

Isaac—Faith that looks onward  v.20

Jacob—Faith that looks upward  v.21

Joseph—Faith that looks homeward  v.22

Moses’ Parents—Faith of a Mother  v.23

Moses—Faith of a Man  v.34

Moses’ People—Faith of a Multitude  v.29

Rahab—Faith that Receives   v.31

Others—Faith that Endures   v.35

Martyrs—Faith that Assures   v.35

1106 Moses’ Choice

Moses said ‘NO!’ to—

  1 The Pleasures of sin—as Transient  Heb.11:25

  2 The Treasures of Egypt—as Tawdry  Heb.11:26

  3 The Vainglory of earth—as Temporal  Heb.11:24

These comprise all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye and the pride of life 1 John 2:16

Moses said ‘YES!’ to—

  1 The Reproach of Christ  Heb.11:26

  2 The Riches of Christ  Heb.11:26

  3 The Recompense of the reward  Heb.11:26

1107 Characteristics of Moses’ Choice 

  1 ‘By faith’—It was a Faith Choice  Heb.11:24,27

  2 ‘he had respect to—the reward’—It was a Foreseeing Choice  Heb.11:26

  3 ‘he forsook Egypt’—It was a Farewell Choice  Heb.11:27

  4 ‘Not fearing the wrath’—It was a Fearless Choice  Heb.11:27

  5’ he endured’ to the end—It was a Final Choice  Heb.11:27

1108 Moses, the Man of Purpose and Power

  1 Refusing Honour  Heb.11:24

  2 Choosing Suffering  Heb.11:25

  3 Esteeming Reproach  Heb.11:26

  4 Respecting Recompense  Heb.11:26

  5 Forsaking Egypt  Heb.11:27

  6 Enduring Wrath  Heb.11:27

  7 Keeping the Passover  Heb.11:28

  8 Overcoming all obstacles  Heb.11:29,30

The secret of his success—‘By faith’, ‘By faith’ the Christian is saved (Eph.2:8; 1 Pet.1:9), lives (Heb.10:38), walks (2 Cor.5:7), and overcomes (1 John 5:4)

                                                           J.M.K.

1109 The Race Set Before Us

‘Run with patience’, i.e. with endurance Heb.12:1

The same word in 10:32 and in 1o:35’: also in 12:2 and 3 (of Jesus our Example). CONSIDER—

  1 The Witnesses that Encompass us (those in Heb.11 who testify to Faith’s victory)  Heb.12:1

  2 The Weights that Encumber us  Heb.12:1

  3 The Wickedness that Entangles us  Heb.12:1

  4 The Weariness that Encounters  Heb.12:3

  5 The Winner Who Encourages us  Heb.12:2

He is Jesus, the Dependent Man: He is File Leader, the Pace-setter: He is the Perfecter, having completed the course: He is the Survivor, having endured the cross and shame: and He is the Exalted Man at God’s right hand.

1110 The Path of the Christian  Heb.12

The Example of the Saviour—Looking off unto Jesus  Heb.12:1-3

The Experience of sons—Chastisement, child-training  Heb.12:4-6

The Endurance of saints—Partakers of His holiness  Heb.12:7-11

The Entreaty of the servant—Lift up the hands that hang down and the feeble knees  Heb.12:12-17

The Encouragement of the shepherd—ye are come to Mount Sion   Heb.12:18-24

1111 God’s Ways of Testing and Training

Five very short words of one syllable each—ROD, YOKE, FIRE, CROSS, THORN: but what a depth of meaning!

  1 The Training of the Rod ( Chastisement means ‘child-training’) Heb.12:6

  2 The Teaming of the Yoke  Matt.11:29

  3 The Testing of the Fire  Job 23;10; 1 Pet.1:7

  4 The Travail of the Cross  Mark 8:34

  5 The Throbbing of the Thorn  2 Cor.12:7

1112 The Glory of God the Father

He is ‘the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’ Who revealed Him as—

  1 THE FATHER OF LIGHTS—in the Gospel of Matthew  James 1:17

  2 THE FATHER OF SPIRITS—in the Gospel of Mark  Heb.12:9

  3 THE FATHER OF MERCIES—in the Gospel of Luke  2 Cor.1:3

  4 THE FATHER OF GLORY—in the Gospel of John  Eph.1:17

1113 Terrors of the Old Covenant and Triumphs of the New

The Seven Terrors of the Old Covenant to which the Christian HAS NOT COME—

  1 The Mountain that was material and tangible  Heb.12:18

  2 The fire that enveloped it  Heb.12;18

  3 The blackness that covered it  Heb.12:18

  4 The darkness that surrounded it  Heb.12:18

  5 The tempest that swept over it  Heb.12:18

  6 The sound of a trumpet of warning  Heb.12:19

  7 The voice of words, the letter of the law  Heb.12:19

The Eight Triumphs to which the Christian HAS COME—

  1 Mount Sion of which glorious things are spoken  Heb.12:22

  2 The Heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God  Heb.12:22

  3 An innumerable company of angels ministering  Heb.12:22

  4 The Church of the firstborn ones  Heb.12:23

  5 God the Judge of all  Heb.12:23

  6 The spirits of just men made perfect  Heb.12:23

  7 Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant  Heb.12:24

  8 The blood of sprinkling that calls for forgiveness and not for vengeance  Heb.12:24

1114 Lest We Forget

We are exhorted to REMEMBER—

God’s Strangers and Pilgrims—Hospitably  Heb.13:2

God’s Sufferers and Prisoners—Sympathetically   Heb.13:3

God’s Spokesmen and Preachers—Gratefully  Heb.13:7

God’s Servants and Pastors—Benevolently  Heb.13:16,17

There are two keywords in Heb.13—‘Remember’ and ‘Obey’ vs.7:17

1115 The Guides

‘They that have the rule over you’—mentioned three times in Heb.13—are the Guides.

ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH TO THE GUIDES—

  1 Recognition of them  1 Thess.5:12

  2 Respect for them  1 Tim.5:17

  3 Submission to them  Heb.13:17; 1 Pet.5:5

  4 Remembrance of them  Heb.13:7

  5 Emulation of them  Heb.13:7

  6 Entreaty of them  1 Tim.5:1

  7 Confidence in them  1 Tim.5:19

1116 An Unchanging Christ in a Changing World  Heb.13:8

  He is the unchanging Lord of creation in Heb.1:10, 11 in contrast to the heavens and earth that will pass away and be changed.

  He is the unchanging Christ in glory in Heb.13:8 in contrast to the passing of other guides and helpers.

  God’s Word is unchanging (Matt.24:35): God’s Kingdom cannot be moved (Heb.12:26) and God’s Christ is immutable (Heb.12:26) and God’s Christ is immutable (Heb.13:8). In the Epistle to the Hebrews the following are described—

  1 The Woeful Change that sin had wrought

  2 The Blessed Change the blood has brought

  3 Changes with which man’s world is fraught

  4 The Christ of God Who changes not

1117 The Sin-Offering  Heb.13:12

  1 The Person—Jesus

  2 The Purpose—to sanctify the people

  3 The Price—His own blood

  4 The Place—outside the gate 

                    H.K.D.

1118 God’s Good Pleasure  Heb.13:30,21

  1 The Title of God’s pleasure—God of peace  Rom.15:33; 1 Thess.5:23

  2 The Man of God’s pleasure—Our Lord Jesus  Prov.8:30

  3 The Act of God’s pleasure—brought again from the dead  Acts 2:22,24

  4 The Sacrifice of God’s pleasure—the blood of the everlasting covenant  Isa.53:10

  5 The People of God’s pleasure—make YOU perfect  Eph.1:5,9

  6 The Purpose of God’s pleasure—to do His will   Heb.10:36

  7 The Process of God’s pleasure—working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ  Heb.13:21

This is all ‘ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS WILL’  Eph.1:5

1119 Perfection in James’s Epistle

  1 The Perfect Gift of God  James 1:17

  2 The Perfect Law of Liberty  James 1:25

  3 The Perfect Work of Patience  James 1:4

  4 The Perfected Faith by Works  James 2:22

  5 The Perfected Man by Restraint   James 3:2

                                       T.B.

1120 Let Every Man Be

SWIFT to Hear—the Ear in Subjection

SLOW to Speak—the Tongue in Subjection

SLOW to Wrath—the Temper in Subjection

SEPARATED FROM all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness  James 1:19,21

                                                T.D.W.M.

1121 How Conviction is Wrought

  1 By the Law of God, when God’s requirements are known  James 2:9

  2 By our own Conscience, when God’s voice is heard  John 8:9; Rom.2:14,15

  3 By the Light that came into the world, Jesus Christ  John 3:20

  4 By the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, directly  John 16:8

  5 By the Holy Spirit through the lives of God’s saints  Eph.5:11

  6 By the Lord in His Church, through His chastening  Heb.12:5; Rev.3:19

  7 By the faithful Word spoken by elders in the assembly  Titus 1:9

  8 By the Lord Jesus at His return  Jude 15; Rev.1:7

1 PETER

1122 Strangers Scattered Abroad   1Pet.1:1

The saints addressed by the Apostle Peter were

  1 Displaced Persons—strangers  v.1

  2 Dispersed People—scattered  v.1

  3 Disinherited People—homes destroyed   v.1

  4 Distressed People—on the Triune God  v.2

5 Distressed People—through manifold trials  v.6

1123 The Doctrine Enunciated by Peter 

  1 Foreordination, according to God’s foreknowledge  1 Pet.1:2

  2 Sanctification, set apart by the Spirit of God  1 Pet.1:2

  3 Regeneration ‘unto a living hope’   1 Pet.1:3

  4 Expectation of an inheritance in Heaven  1 Pet.1:4

(though disinherited on earth)

  5 Preservation by the power of God  1 Pet.1:4

  6 Jubilation because of what is to be revealed  1 Pet.1:5

  7 Temptation—in heaviness because of various trials  1 Pet.1:6

  8 Valuation—faith—more precious than gold  1 Pet.1:7

  9 Salvation—the end of their faith  1 Pet.1:9

  10 Revelation—Prophecies of the grace to come  1 Pet.1:10

1124 Reserved

  1 An Inheritance for the saints, who are preserved for it   1 Pet.1:4

  2 Judgment for the angels that sinned, who are in chains  2 Pet.2:4

  3 Punishment for men who are ungodly  2 Pet.2:9

  4 Conflagration for the heavens and earth  2 Pet.3:7

  5 The Blackness of darkness for Christless professors  Jude 13

                                                T.B.

1125 faith and its Acting

  1 The Operation of Faith—through faith unto salvation   1 Pet.1:5

  2 The Probation of Faith—that the trial of your faith  1 Pet.1:7

  3 The Exultation of Faith—believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable  1 Pet.1:8

  4 The Consummation of Faith—receiving the end of your faith  1 Pet.1:9

                                                          W.E.V.

1126 Exhortations based on Doctrine

The ‘WHEREFORE’ of 1 Pet.1:13 links what follows with the doctrine that precedes it.

  1 The Mind of the Christian—Sobriety enjoined because of the Revelation  1 Pet.1:13,14

  2 The Morality of the Christian—Holiness enjoined because of our Relationship 

  3 The Motive of the Christian—Reverential Fear enjoined because of our Redemption  1 Pet.1:18-21

  4 The Mainstay of Christian—Fervent love enjoined because of our Regeneration  1 Pet.1:22-25

1127 The True Church and Divine Revelation 

  1 ITS CREED—an Authoritative Ground for our faith—‘Who believe in God’. Doctrines of Redemption, Regeneration, and Revelation  1 Pet.1:17-25

  2 ITS CODE—an Infallible Guide for our life—the pure milk of the Word  1 Pet.2:1-3

  3 ITS CONSTITUTION—an Established Government for our society—built up a spiritual house  1 Pet.2:4-10

1128 Redemption—Man’s Price and God’s Purchase  1 Pet.1:19,20

    THE MOST MAN CAN OFFER     THE PRICE GOD REQUIRES

  1 Silver and gold                 Precious blood

  2 Comes from the earth           the lamb of God from Heaven

  3 Inanimate                      the living Lord

  4 Human currency                Divine currency

  5 Only temporary in value          Eternal in efficacy

  6 Corruptible                     Incorruptible

  7 Defiled                         ‘ Without blemish and without spot’

1129 Christ the Divinely-Appointed Saviour

  1 The Appointed Lamb for our Redemption  1 Pet.1:19

  2 The Appointed Lord for our Salvation  Acts 2:36

  3 The Appointed High Priest for our Representation  Heb.7:16

  4 The Appointed Head of the Church   Eph.1:20-22

  5 The Appointed Heir of all things  Heb.1:2

  6 The Appointed Judge of the world  Acts 17:31

1130 ‘The Word of the Lord Endureth for Ever’  1 Pet.1:25

Because of—

  1 The Uniqueness of its Production and Preservation (Preserved from Corruption and Extirpation)

  2 The Unity of its Structure and Spirit—Contents of the O.T. and N.T. are Historic, Didactic and Prophetic—in that order

  3 The Uniformity of its Teaching and Testimony concerning God and man, with Jesus Christ the central Figure

  4 The Universality of its Application and Appeal

1131 A Precious Threefold Link

  1 Peter’s Precept—that ye may grow   1 Pet.2:2

  2 God’s Purpose—that ye should show   1 Pet.2:9

  3 Paul’s Prayer—that ye may know   Eph.1:18

                                    W.T.R.

1132 ‘As’ in 1 Peter 2

  As Newborn Babes—in God’s family  v.2

  As Living Stones—in God’s house  v.5

  As Stranger Pilgrims—in ‘God’s word  v.11

  As God’s Servants—with God’s freedom  v.16

  As Wandering Sheep—returned to God’s fold  v.25

1133 A Spiritual House and a Spiritual Priesthood  1 Pet.2:9

  1 A SPIRITUAL HOUSE AND ITS CONSTRUCTION

Its Basis—the living Word of god  1 Pet.1:23

Its Bond—all united to a living Head in Heaven  1 Pet.2:4

Its Building—living stones built up  1 Pet.2:5

  2 A SPIRITUAL HIERARCHY AND ITS COMPOSITION—

Holy Priests   1 Pet.2:5

Royal Priests  1 Pet.2:9

  3 A SPIRITUAL SANCTUARY AND ITS CONSECRATION—

‘to God by Jesus Christ’

  4 SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES AND THEIR CONSTLINESS

1134 The Priesthood of All Believers

AN HOLY PRIESTHOOD—

Founded on Christ, the chief corner stone  1 Pet.2:6

  Feeding on the Word of God  1 Pet.2:2

  Freed from all malice and guile  1 Pet.2:1

  Furnished with acceptable offerings for God   1 Pet.2:5

A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD—

  Chosen by God

  Called into God’s marvelous light

  Sanctified—set apart for God

  Showing the graces of Christ  1 Pet.2:9

1135 A Precious Person and Precious Things

HIMSELF—‘He is precious’ (or the Preciousness)   1 Pet.2:7

A Precious Corner Stone—elect, precious   1 Pet.2:4-6

Precious Blood—the precious blood of Christ  1 Pet.1:19

Precious Faith—of the believer   2 Pet.1:1

The Trial of Faith—more precious than gold   1 Pet.1:7

Precious Promises—given to us  2 Pet.1:4

                             E.A.H.

1136 Christ Our Example

Christ—leaving us an example—Greek ‘Hupogrammos,’ the headline of a copy book, a different word from that used in John 13:15, where the word is ‘Hupodeigma’, a Demonstration lesson.

TO THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER He has left an Example, a Headlines to copy:

TO THE CHURCH He has given an Example, a Demonstration lesson of love. John 13:15

He has left us an Example—

  1 in His Actions—Who did no sin  1 Pet.2:22

  2 in His Affirmations—No guile found in His mouth  1 Pet.2:22

  3 in His Attitude—reviled not again—Non-retaliation  1 Pet.2:23

  4 in His Appeal—to Him that judgeth righteously  1 Pet.2:23

1137 Christ and His People 

  1 The Man on earth—His Example—Follow His steps  1 Pet.2:21

  2 The Man on the cross—His Expiation—Healed by His stripes  1 Pet.2:23

  3 The Man on the Throne—His Exaltation—upheld by His strength  1 Pet.2:25

1138 Four Blessed Statement

Concerning Jesus

In His Nature—Sinless   1 Pet.2:22

In His Life—Blameless   2 Pet.2:23

In His Death—Vicarious  1 Pet.2:24

In His Resurrection—Victorious  1 Pet.2:25

1139 As Sheep Going Astray  1 Pet.2:25

Compare also Isa.53:6,7; Jer.50:6

  1 Sought by the Kind Shepherd  Luke 15:4; 19:10; Ps.119:176

  2 Bought by the Good Shepherd  John 10:11; Acts 20:28

  3 Thought of by the Overseeing Shepherd  1 Pet.2:25

  4 Brought home by the Glad Shepherd  Luke 15:5

  5 Taught by the under-shepherds  1 Pet.5:2

1140 Wives and Husbands

CHRISTIAN WIVES—

  1 Their Conduct—manner of life  1 Pet.3:1

  2 Their Chastity—chaste manner of life  1 Pet.3:2

  3 Their Cosmetics—a meek quiet spirit  1 Pet.3:3,4

(Adorning—Greek—Kosmeo, from which ‘cosmetics is derived)

  4 Their Character—holy women  1 Pet.3:5

CHRISTIAN HUSBANDS—

  1 Their Courtesy—giving honour unto the wife

  2 Their Considerateness—as unto the weaker vessel

  3 Their Concord—heirs together of he grace of life

  4 Their Communion—that your prayers be not hindered  1 Pet.3:7

1141 Heirs Together of the Grace of Life  1 Pet.3:7

‘HEIRS TOGETHER’—if both are believers—

  Fellow-pilgrims to glory  Heb.11:9

  Fellow-heirs of Christ’s Riches  Rom.8:17

  Fellow-members of the Church of God  Eph.3:6

This Marital Partnership is—

  a Physical Partnership—one flesh  Matt.19:4,5

  an Economic Partnership—an help meet for him  Gen.2:18

  a Spiritual Partnership—the grace of life  1 Pet.3:7

The Grace of life—

  1 Grace—Greek—Charis=thanks, favour.

    A Life filled with gratitude for Divine favour:

  2 Charis=Pleasingness, A Life well-pleasing to the Lord and pleasant to one another

  3 Charis=Grace of character, A Life expressing the beauty of Christ’s character

1142 Five Negatives Concerning Evil

  1 Not rendering evil for evil  1 Pet.3:9

  2 Not speaking evil or guile  1 Pet.3:10

  3 Not following evil but peace  1 Pet.3:11

  4 Not doing evil but good   1 Pet.3:12

  5 Not suffering for evil doing but for well doing  1 Pet.3:17

1143 Three Precious Truths in One Verse

  1 Propitiation—Christ hath one suffered for sins  2 Pet.3:18

  2 Substitution—the Just for the unjust  1 Pet.3:18

  3 Reconciliation—that He might bring us to God  1 Pet.3:18

                                                 H.D.

1144 Faith, Hope and Love  1 Pet.4

The Order here is Faith, love and hope.

  1 A Living Faith—condemns the Past life of sin in light of Christ’s Sufferings  1 Pet.4:1-3

considers the Future life in light of coming judgment  1 Pet.4:5,6

conditions the Present life in terms of vigilance and prayer  1 Pet.4:7

  2 A Fervent Love—in a Forgiving attitude to Erring ones  1 Pet.4:8

in a Hospitable attitude to Every one  1 Pet.4:9

in a Helpful attitude to Each one  1 Pet.4:10,11

  3 A Joyful Hope—based on a Privileged Partnership in Christ’s sufferings  1 Pet.4:12,13

based on a Present Participation in Christ’s reproach  1 Pet.4:14-16

based on a Placid Presentation of ourselves to Christ  1 Pet.4:17-19

1145 Crowns as Rewards

  1 The Athlete’s Crown—Incorruptible, unlike the fading laurel wreath  1 Cor.9:25

  2 The Martyr’s Crown—of life, for all who endure trial  James 1:12; Rev.2:10

  3 The Watcher’s Crown—of righteousness, for all who love His appearing  2 Tim.4:8

  4 The Soul-winner’s Crown—of rejoicing, for those who win souls  1 Thess.2:19

  5 The Shepherd’s Crown—of glory, for those who heed the flock  1 Pet.5:4

1146 He Careth for You   1 Pet.5:7

As a Mother comforting you  Isa.66:13

As a Shepherd seeking you  Ezek.34:12

As an Eagle bearing you up  Deut.32:11

As a Father pitying you   Ps.103:13

As a Hen gathering you together  Matt.23:37

As a Bridegroom rejoicing over you, His bride  Isa.62:5

1147 God’s Care for His Own    1 Pet.5:7

  1 He knows our names  John 10:3

  2 He counts the hairs of our head  Matt.10:30

  3 He counts the steps of our feet  Job.14:16

  4 He writes down the thoughts of our hearts  Mal.3:16

  5 He bottles the tears from our eyes  Ps.56:8

  6 He bolds our right hand in His hand  Isa.41:13; Ps.73:23

  7 He supplies all our needs  Phil.4:19

1148 2 Peter Compared and Contrasted with 1 Peter

This Epistle was written by Peter shortly before his martyrdom (2 Pet.1:14), as 2 Timothy was written by Paul shortly before his (2 Tim.4:6)

1 Peter and 2 Peter both begin with ‘GRACE AND PEACE’.

          1 PETER                              

Ends with ‘Love and peace’      

The Sufferings of Christ and Christians 

     Triumph in Trial

     Christ’s Precious blood shed for our Redemption

2 PETER

Ends with ‘Grace and knowledge’

The knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ

Triumph over corruption

Our Precious Faith obtained through God’s Righteousness

2 Peter—

  Chapter 1—Give Diligence

  Chapter 2—Get Deliverance

  Chapter 3—Grow and Develop

2 PETER

1149 The Knowledge of God in 2 Peter

It is—

  1 Enriching Knowledge—Grace and peace multiplied through it  2 Pet.1:2

  2 Energizing Knowledge—Keeping us from being idle or unfruitful  2 Pet.1:8

  3 Emancipating Knowledge—freeing us from the corruptions of the world  2 Pet.2:20

  4 Edifying Knowledge—providing growth in grace  2 Pet.3:18

1150 The Superlative Christian Life

Is—

  1 The Reward of the utmost possible diligence—all diligence  2 Pet.1:5

  2 Acquired by the best possible process—adding in (not ‘to’)  2 Pet.1:5

  3 The Expression of the highest possible character (made up of faith, valour, knowledge, continence, patience, piety, brotherly kindness and love )  2 Pet.1:5-7

  4 Productive of the happiest possible results—a fruitful life, a clear vision, an unswerving course, and an abundant entrance.  2 Pet.1:8-12

1151 Diligence in 2 Peter

To add in our faith the various graces of Christian character  2 Pet.1:5

To make our calling and election sure  2 Pet.1:10

To bring to others’ remembrance things that pertain to life and godliness  2 Pet.1:15

To aim at being found blameless when the Lord returns  2 Pet.3:14

1152 The Longsuffering of God

  1 The Patience of a Longsuffering God—‘waited’ when men were interested only in their own affairs and indifferent to God  1 Pet.3:20

  2 The Provision of a Longsuffering God—‘salvation’  2 Pet.3:15

  3 The Purpose of a Longsuffering God—‘willing—that all should come to repentance’  2 Pet.3:9

1153 Triumphs in 1 John

  1 Triumph of Light over Darkness  Ch.1:1-2:11

  2 Triumph of Life over Death  Ch.2:12-29

  3 Triumph of Love over Hatred  Ch.3:1-24; 4:7-21

  4 Triumph of Truth over Error  Ch.4:1-7

  5 Triumph of Faith over the Word  Ch.5:1-21

1154 The Family of God

Chapter 1 The Family Relationships—Father, Son, and little children

Chapter 2 The Family Representatives—fathers, your men and babes  

Chapter 3 The Family Responsibilities—Purity before God, righteousness before men and love to all believers

Chapter 4 The Family Resistance—to the spirit of Antichrist, to false teachers and to every form of error

Chapter 5 The Family Resources—by faith 

1155 Great Manifestations

That which was from

  the beginning was manifested  1 John 1:1

  the Love was manifested  1 John 4:9

  the Light was manifested  John 1:9

  the Life was manifested  1 John 1:2

  the Father was manifested  John 14:9

the Son of God was manifested  1 John 3:8

  His glory was manifested  John 1:14

                            E.A.H.

1156 Names of Our Lord in 1 John

  The Word of Life  1 John 1:1

  The Eternal Life   1 John 1:2

  The Advocate   1 John 2:1

  The Righteous One  1 John 2:1

  The Propitiation  1 John 2:2

  The Saviour of the Word  1 John 4:14

  The Son of God  1 John 5:5

                    H.K.D.

1157 Our Fellowship

  1 The Meaning of Fellowship—partnership, sharing  1 John 1:3

  2 The Medium of Fellowship—light  1 John 1:5-7

  3 The Maintenance of Fellowship—

by walking in the light  1 John1:7

     by confessing our sins  1 John 1:9

     by cleansing from all unrighteousness 1 John 1:9
4 The Manifestation of Fellowship—

in relation to God  1 John 2:3,4

     in relation of ourselves  1 John 2:6,7

     in relation to others  1 John 2:9,10

1158 As He Is

  1  1 John 1:7 ‘We walk in the light as He is in the light’ His communion with the Father is ours as sharing eternal life.

  2  1 John 4:17 ‘As He is so are we in the world’. We are in a world under sentence, but His relationship to judgment is ours; as associated with Him, we have boldness in the day of judgment.

  3  1 John 3:2 ‘We shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is’. The world will never see Him thus; they will see Him in a judicial character and as the King, but we know Him as the second Man in glory, the firstfruits in resurrection, and the firstborn from the dead, the pattern of the kind of people God will have in the glory by and by.

  4  1 John 3:3 ‘He that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself even as He is pure’. The practical effect on our ways now of all these glorious expectations to be realized at His second Coming for all His saints.

1159 The Sin Question in 1 John

  1 A bold profession—No sin  1 John 1:8

  2 A self-deceiver—deceive ourselves  1 John 1:8

  3 A false position—truth is not in us  1 John 1:8

  4 A necessary confession—confess our sins  1 John 1:9

  5 A complete absolution—forgiven and cleansed  1 John 1:9

  6 An important admonition—sin not  1 John 2:1

  7 A gracious provision—if we sin, we have  1 John 2:1

                                             H.K.D.

1160 Marks of a True Child of God

  1 Believers that Jesus is the Christ  1 John 5:1

  2 Does righteousness  1 John 2:29

  3 Keeps His commandments  1 John 2:3

  4 Does not practice sin  1 John 3:9

  5 Is hated by the world   1 John 3:13

  6 Loves the brethren  1 John 3:14

  7 Overcomes the world  1 John 5:4

                           W.T.M.

1161 Tests of Profession

‘He that saith’—three times in 1 John 2, indicating profession and what should accompany it—

  1 A Life of obedience to Christ’s commandments  vs.2:3

  2 A Life of communion in walking as Christ walked  v.6

  3 A Life of love to our brethren Profession tested by the Spirit’s teaching  v.10

1162 Grades in God’s Family 

Little children—Greek TEKNIA—John’s term of endearment for all in God’s family: occurs in 2:12,28; 3:1,7,10—God’s bairns

  Little children—Greek PAIDIA—babes, infants 1 John 2:12 Sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake—True of all born of God 1 John 2:28 Looking for Christ’s coming—true of all born of God

  Two Orders in the New Testament—

1 Order of Grace—from the least to the greatest: e.g. Luke 15.

2 Order of Responsibility—from the greatest to the least: e.g. John 8:9; 1 John 2.

  Three Grades—

1 Fathers—Paul would call them the elders in the assembly

  Peter calls them shepherds of the flock

  John calls them fathers in the family

  They ‘have known Him that is from the beginning’  1 John 2:13,14

  Life in Maturity—the Fruit of Experience

2 Young men—‘ye have overcome’   1 John 2:13-17

  Life in Activity—the Prize of Strength

  The Danger—the world and the things of the world

3 Babes—‘Ye have known the Father’  1 John 2:18-27

  Life in Enjoyment—the Sense of Relationship

  The Danger—Antichrist and false doctrine

  But they have God’s provision—the Anointing, the Holy Ghost

1163 The Love of God

  1 The Father’s Love—that we should be called the children of God  1 John 3:1

  2 The Son’s Love—because He laid down His life for us  1 John 3:16

  3 The children’s Love—Let us love one another  1 John 4:7

1164 What Manner of Love

  1 Our Privilege—What we are—children of God  1 John 3:1

  2 Our Prospect—What we shall be—‘like Him’  1 John 3:2

  3 Our Practice—What we should be—‘pure’  1 John 3:3

Pure in thought  Phil.4:8

Pure in Word  Eph.4:29

Pure in deed  1 Tim.5:22

1165 Truth and Error

CHARACTERISTICS OF TEACHERS OF ERROR—

  Alien in origin  1 John 2:19

  Separatist in attitude  1 John 2:19

  Erroneous in doctrine  1 John 2:22

  Infernal in objective  1 John 2:26

  Doomed to defeat  1 John 4:4

ANOINTING OF THE SPIRIT OF TRUTH—

  1 as a permanent Gift  1John 16:13

  2 as an Indwelling Person  1 John 2:27

  3 as a Perfect Teacher 1 John 2:27

  4 as a Present Benefactor  1 John 4:4

1166 The Love that Casts out Fear

  1 The Source of that Love—it ‘is of God’  1 John 4:7

  2 The Standard of that Love—God so loved us  1 John 4:11

  3 The Sphere of that Love—in God  1 John 4:16

  4 The Security of that Love—boldness in the day of judgment  1 John 4:17

  5 The Scope of that Love—God and his brother also  1 John 4:21

1167 Try the Spirit  1 John 4:1

  1 Lying spirit      1 Kings 22:22    Spirit of truth             John 16:13

  2 Evil spirit        Luke 7:21       Good spirit               Neh.9:20

  3 Unclean spirit    Matt.12:43      Holy Spirit                Eph.1:13

  4 Dumb spirit      Mark 9:17       Spirit speaketh expressly  1 Tim.4:1

  5 Spirit of a man   1 Cor.2:11       Spirit of God             1 Cor.3:16

  6 Spirit of python   Acts 16:16      Spirit of power            2 Tim.1:7

  7 Spirits many     Mark 5:9        One Spirit                Eph.4:4

                                                               T.B.

1168 The Resources of God’s Children  1 John 5

  1 Faith in the Son that Achieves  vs.1-5

  2 Witness of God that Affirms  vs.6-9

  3 Witness within that Agrees   v.10

  4 Record of God that Assures  v.11

  5 Life of the Son that Aspires  v.12

  6 Prayer of faith that Appropriates  vs.14-17

  7 Knowledge of Truth that Apprehends  vs.18-20

1169 The Triumph of Faith  1 John 5:4,5

  1 The Enemy—the Devil that Overturns  1 John 5:19

  2 The Enemy—the World that Overpowers  1 John 5:4,5

  3 The Equipment—the Faith that Overcomes  1 John 5:4,5

The Ground of Faith—the witness of God  1 John 5:9

The Sphere of Faith—God has given us eternal life in His Son  1 John 5:11

The Assurance of Faith—we know  1 John 5:18

1170 What Christ Is—The True God   1 John 5:20

  1 He is ‘the Truth’ John 14:6—Let us believe Him

  2 He is ‘the true God’  1 John 5:20—Let us adore Him

  3 He is ‘the true Bread’  John 6:32—Let us feast upon Him

  4 He is ‘the true Vine’  John 15:1—Let us abide in Him

  5 He is ‘the Holy and the True’  Rev.3:7—Let us be holy and true to Him

  6 He is the ‘true Light’ John 1:9—Let us be illuminated by Him

  7 He is ‘the true Witness’  Rev.3:14—Let us listen to Him

As the Truth He delivers us from error

As the True God He is the Object of our worship

As the True Bread He makes us independent of earth’s joy

As the True Vine He enables us to be fruitful to the Father

As the Holy and the True He is the Pattern of what the Church should be

As the True Light He is the pillar to guide us in the world’s darkness

As the True Witness He would restore our souls when lukewarm  

                                                  M.I.R.

2 JOHN

1171 Antichrist in John’s Epistles  2 John 7

He is called—‘Antichrist’ as opposed to God and His 

             ‘Deceiver’ in relation to men

             ‘Not in the doctrine of Christ’ as opposed to God’s Word v.9

John writes of—

  1 A Personal Antichrist to come—‘the man of sin’  1 John 2:18; 2 Thess.2:3-10

  2 The Forerunners of Antichrist—all who oppose Christ now  1 John 2:22

  3 The spirit of Antichrist—opposed to the Spirit of God  1 John 4:3

1172 Words of Counsel to the Elect Lady  2 John 

There interpretations are given of the addressee, ‘the elect lady’

  1 Either an unknown sister addressed as ‘lady’ (Greek ‘kuria,’ feminine of ‘lord’)

  2 Or a believer whose name was ‘Kuria’

  3 Or a community, a local assembly

They writer, the aged Apostle John, gives her a three-fold counsel—

  1 LOVE one another—the Command  v.5

  2 LOOK to yourselves—the Warning  v.8

  3 LEARN the doctrine—the Advice  v.9

3 JOHN

1173 Three Men in 3 John

This short letter contains—

  1 A THREEFOLD COMMENDATION of Gaius, to whom letter is addressed.

He was spiritually prosperous  v.2

Loyal to the truth of God  vs.3,4

Hospitably disposed to all  vs.5,6

  2 A THREEFOLD INDICTMENT of Diotrephes  vs.9,10

  3 A THREEFOLD TESTIMONY concerning Demetrius from all men, by the truth and from the apostle  vs.11,12

1174 Diotrephes  3 John 9-11

What he loved—to have the preeminence—his Personal Pride  v.9

What he spoke—malicious words—his Slanderous Tongue  v.10

What he did—rejected true brethren in Christ, forbade others to receive them, cast out those who would—his Overbearing Manner

What motivated him—had not seen God—his Godless spirit  v.11

  (i.e. was out of fellowship with God)

What he deserved—the rebuke of the apostle—his Everlasting Shame

What we may learn—to ‘follow not that which is evil’  v.11

                                            W.H.S.

JUDE

1175 Three Stages of Apostasy  Jude 11

  1 The Way of Cain, the Self-righteous—Natural apostasy—opposed to Christ, the Way

  2 The Error of Balaam, the Self-interested—Sacrificial apostasy—opposed to Christ the Truth

  3 The Gainsaying of Core, the Self-willed—Ecclesiastical apostasy—opposed to Christ the Life

The end of those who Go in the way of Cain—is to be banished, like Cain  Gen.4:14,16

  Run greedily after the error of Balaam—is to be admonished, like Balaam  2 Pet.2:16

  Follow in gainsaying of Core—is to be punished, like Korah  Num.16:32

1176 Six Metaphors Describing the Wicked 

Jude uses

  six illustrations from Old Testament history  vs.4-11

  six metaphors from classical writings  vs.12,13

  six epithets of his own  vs.15,16

The six Metaphors are—

  1 Brute beasts wallowing in their corruption  v.10

  2 Spots in the Christians’ ‘love feasts’  v.12

  3 Clouds without water, driven before the wind  v.12

  4 Trees without fruit, plucked up by the roots  v.12

  5 Waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame

  6 Wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness   v.13

REVELATION

1177 The Time Scheme and the Great Themes of Revelation

The Book of Revelation covers three periods, past, present and future, as indicated in Rev.1:19

PAST—The things John saw in his vision in Patmos  Ch.1

PRESENT—the things which are, the seven churches  Chs.2,3

FUTURE—the things which will take place hereafter  Chs.4-22

The Central Figure is the Lamb. John saw—

  1 a Lamb as it had been slain  Rev.5:6

  2 a great multitude whose robes were made white in ‘the blood of the Lamb’  Rev.7:14

  3 144,00 undefiled men who ‘follow the Lamb’  Rev.14:4

The Themes of the Book are—

  1 The FRIENDS of the Lamb   Chs.1-11

  2 The FOES of the Lamb   Chs.12-18

  3 The FAME of the Lamb   Chs.19-22

1178 Revelation 1:1-3

Tells us—

  WHAT THIS BOOK IS—‘The Revelation (or unveiling) of Jesus Christ.’ How precious!

  WHOM IT IS FOR—The servants of God. Am I one?

  WHY IT WAS WRITTEN—To show them ‘things that must shortly come to pass’

  WHO THE WRITER WAS—‘His servant John’: what a Privilege to write for God!

  WHAT HE RECORDS—

1 The Word of God

2 The Testimony of Jesus Christ

3 The Things that he saw

  (a threefold testimony to the truth of what is written)

  WHO MAY BE BLESSED—the reader of the book the hearer of its words, and those that ‘keep the things written therein’.

(Make sure of the blessing by doing all these three)

  WHY SUCH INDUCEMENTS ARE OFFERED—‘The time is at hand.’

(There is no time to lose if you would read this book. ‘The coming of the Lord draweth nigh.’)

1179 The ‘Amens’ of John’s Writings

‘Amen!’ means ‘so be it!’ or ‘So it is’.

  1 The AMEN of Gracious Affirmation—25 times, and always double in John’s Gospel, translated ‘Verily! Verily!’ in the A.V.

  2 The AMEN of Grateful Adoration  Rev.1:6,7

  3 The AMEN of Glorious Annunciation   Rev.3:14

  4 The AMEN of Glad Anticipation  Rev.22:20

1180 In the Spirit 

Four times in Revelation John says he was ‘in the Spirit’, and each time a vision of outstanding imagery and importance was granted to him.

  1 The Vision of the Glorified Christ  Rev.1:10

  2 The Vision of God on the Throne and the Lamb  Rev.4:2

  3 The Vision pf Babylon the Great, the scarlet woman, and her overthrow (Apostate Christendom)   Rev.17:3

  4 The Vision of the Glory of the true Church, the holy City, the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife  Rev.21:10

1181 The Message to Smyrna, the Persecuted Church

  1 The Comfort of the Saviour  Rev.2:8,9

  2 The Constancy of the Saints  Rev.2:10

  3 The Courage of the Sufferers  Rev.2:10

  4 The Crown of the Slain  Rev.2:10

1182 The Church with a Worldly Orthodoxy, Pergamos

  1 The Infernal Satanic Atmosphere—Where Satan’s throne and residence were   Rev.2:13

  2 The Church’s Steadfast Attitude—thou holdest fast my name and hast not denied my faith   Rev.2:13

  3 The Devil’s Staggering Attack—with the doctrine of Balaam and the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes  Rev.2:14,15

  4 The Lord’s Satisfied Appreciation—the hidden manna and a white stone for the overcomer  Rev.2:17

1183 Four Women in Revelation

  1 Jezebel—her false position, false claim and false teaching—Popery  Rev.2:20

  2 The Sun-clothed woman, Israel  Rev.12:1

  3 Babylon—Reunited Christendom   Rev.17:5

  4 The Bride of the Lamb—the true Church  Rev.19:7

                                         W.W.F.

1184 The Church of Brotherly Love, Philadelphia

Loved by the Lord Rev.3:9

  On account of its Feebleness—a little strength  Rev.3:8

  Because of its Faithfulness—thou hast kept my word  Rev.3;8

  and because of its Fearlessness—hast not denied my name  Rev.3:8

The Overcomer in Philadelphia was promised three names  Rev.3:12

as Born of God, the name of the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ

as Citizen of Heaven, the name of the city of God, the new Jerusalem

as a Christian witness, the new name of Christ the Lord

1185 Open Doors

‘Behold, I have set before thee an open door’ Rev.3:20

  1 A Door that remains open—‘no man can shut it’, God has opened ‘a door of faith to the Gentiles’  Acts 14:27

  2 A Door of Opportunity in Ephesus, but ‘many adversaries’—Opposition of infernal powers  1 Cor.16:9

  3 A Door for Evangelism in Troas, but ‘I could not rest’—Distraction of internal problems  2 Cor.2:12

  4 A Door for Teaching ‘the mystery of Christ’ out of prison but—Delay because of indefinite prayers  Col.4:2,3

1186 The Lukewarm, Complacent Church, Laodicea  Rev.3:14-22

  1 Its Threefold Boast—Rich, increased in goods, lacking nothing  v.17

  2 Its Threefold Folly—Self-sufficient, self-important and self-satisfied  v.17

  3 Its True Condition—wretched, miserable, poor, blind, naked  v.17

  4 Its Threefold Need—Gold tried in the fire, white raiment and eyesalve  v.18

  5 The Lord’s Threefold Counsel—Be zealous, repent, hear my voice  vs.19,20

1187 The Cross in Heaven

  The title of Christ—the Lamb—used 28 times in Revelation, presents our Lord in his sacrificial aspect, and thus constitutes wherever it is used a direst reference to the Cross.

  1 The Cross is our only title to Heaven and Glory  Rev.7:9-15

  2 The Cross is the Centre of Heaven’s Government  Rev.4:2; 5:6

  3 The Cross is the source of Heaven’s life  Rev.22:1

  4 The Cross is the brilliance of Heaven’s Light  Rev,21:23

  5 The Cross is the scene of Heaven’s Worship  Rev.21:22

  6 The Cross is the theme of Heaven’s Song  Rev.5:9

7 The Cross is the incentive of Heaven’ Service  Rev.22:3

8 The Cross is the basis of Heaven’s Triumph  Rev.12:11

9 The Cross is the subject of Heaven’s Rejoicing   Rev.19:7

10 The Cross will be the terror of Heaven’s enemies  Rev.6:12-17

                                      R.J.G.VOISIN

1188 Heavenly Worshippers

In Revelation, Chapters 4 and 5, there are five companies of Worshippers—

  1 The Four Living Creatures worship the Eternal God  Rev.4:8

  2 The Four and twenty Elders worship the Creator, God  Rev.4:10,11

  3 The Living Creatures and the Elders worship the Redeemer  Rev.5:8-10

  4 The Living Creatures, Elders and Angels worship the Lamb, the Conqueror of Death  Rev.5:11,12

  5 Every Creature, in heaven, on earth and under the earth, worship the Ruler of the universe  Rev.5:13,14

1189 The Lamb in Revelation

‘Worthy is the Lamb’

  1 The Wrath of the Lamb  6:16

  2 The Blood of the Lamb  7:14

  3 The Book of life of the Lamb  13:8

  4 The Song of the Lamb  15:3

  5 The Marriage of the Lamb  19;7

  6 The Supper of the Lamb  19:9

  7 Throne of the Lamb  22:1

                       I.J.B.

The Blood of the Lamb—shed for our Redemption

The Book of life of the Lamb—kept for our Registration

The Bride of the Lamb—title of our Relationship

1190 The Lamb in the Midst of the Throne

  1 Offering the Sacrifice for sin—‘as it had been slain’  Rev.5:6

The Sinless Lamb  1 Pet.1:18,19

The Sin-bearing Lamb  John 1:29

  2 Occupying the Seat of power—‘in the midst of the throne’ The Lamb will rule and He will rule as the Lamb.  Rev.5:6

  3 Opening the Seals of the Book—‘hath prevailed to open the book’  Rev.5:5; 6:1

  4 Overcoming the Satellites of Satan—‘the Lamb shall overcome them’  Rev.17:13,14

1191 Christ in the Midst  Rev.5:6

  1 Listening, and asking questions—the Teacher  Luke 2:46

  2 Dying on the Cross in agony—the Sacrifice  John 19:18

  3 Risen from the dead in power—the Risen Lord  John 20:19

  4 Walking among the lamp-stands—the Head of the Church  Rev.2:1

  5 Dwelling among His people now—the Lord of glory  Matt.18:20

  6 Praising and leading the praises—the Princely Leader  Heb.2:12

  7 Standing in the midst of the throne—the Lamb of God  Rev.5:6

1192 The New Song

As given in the Book of Revelation 5:8

  1 The highest note—‘Thou art worthy’

  2 The greatest sacrifice—‘Thou wast slain’

  3 The sweetest theme—‘Redeemed by blood’

  4 The widest result—‘Every kindred, tongue and people and nation’

  5 The newest relationship—‘kings and priests’  

  6 The brightest hope—‘We shall reign’

                         H.K.D.

1193 The Worthy One   Rev.5:9-12

  1 The Person who is worthy—He Who has the Majesty of a lion and the Meekness of a lamb  v.9

  2 The Proclamation of His worth—He has paid for us the Price of Redemption  v.9

He has conferred on us the Privilege of Priesthood  v.10

He has given to us the Prospect of Reigning  v.10

  3 The Proof of His worth—He receives the worship of the angels in Heaven and the redeemed from the earth  v.11

1194 The Sevenfold Ascription of Praise to the Lamb  Rev.5:12

  1 Power (authority Matt.28:18)—Nebuchadnezzar received power but proved unworthy Dan.2:37; 4:27

  2 Riches Eph.3:8—Jehoshaphat had riches in abundance but proved unworthy 2 Chron.18:1

  3 Wisdom Col.2:3—Solomon received wisdom but proved unworthy 1 Kings 4:29

  4 Strength Isa.63:1—Samson was given strength but proved unworthy Judges 16:19,20

  5 Honour Heb.2:9—Adam had honour conferred by God but proved unworthy Gen.1:27l 3:24

  6 Glory Heb.2:9—Aaron wore garments of glory but proved unworthy Exod.28:2; 32:4

  7 Blessing (praise)—Many men have been blessed and praised, but all have proved unworthy e.g. Acts 12:22,23

1195 White Raiment

Those arrayed in white robes in Revelation—

  1 The Redeemed out of great tribulation—‘washed in the blood’  Rev.7:13,14

  2 The Remnant—undefiled—worthy t walk with Christ  Rev.3:4

  3 The Radiant—overcomers—walking in the light  Rev.3:5

  4 The Reverent—elders—worshipping before the throne  Rev.4:4,10

  5 The Raptured—saints who waited for the Bridegroom  Rev.19:8

1196 The Great White Throne  Rev.20:11-15

  1 The Imperial Throne—

Great because of its Immensity

Great because of the Importance of the assize

Great because of the One Who occupies it

  2 The Impartial –A White Throne because of the Purity of the Judge because of the Impartiality of His judgment as Son of man John 5:22,27

  3 The Incriminating Records—the books opened—

Book of works Rev.20:12

Book of Christ’s words John 12:48

Book of life Rev.20:12

  4 The Irrevocable Sentence—‘cast into the lake of fire’  Rev.4:11; 20;15;21:8

1197 ‘No Mores’ in Revelation

  1 No more sea  Rev.21:1

  2 No more sorrow  Rev.21:4

  3 No more crying  Rev.21:4

  4 No more pain  Rev.21:4

  5 No more curse  Rev.22;3

  6 No more night  Rev.22:5

  7 No more death  Rev.21:4

                     R.G.

1198 The Great City, the Holy Jerusalem  Rev.21:10

Contrast to man’s cities on earth—ENOCH, the first city, built by the first murderer, Cain had—Supplies of food by Jabal-Cain

                    Metal Industries by Tubal-Cain

                    Musical Entertainment by Jubal-Cain

                    It was destroyed by the Flood.  Gen.4:17,21

BABEL, the city built after the flood had Skyscrapers, but the citizens were scattered and it too was destroyed  Gen.11:1-9

UR of the Chaldees, that Abram left—‘wholly given to idolatry  Josh 24:2,3

THE CITY FOURSQUARE is in Heaven, and its citizens, the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife, are identified with their city.

  1 The Eternal City—the city for which Abraham and the patriarchs looked, and for which all believers look  Heb.11:10,16; 13:14

  2 An Impregnable City—had foundations with the apostles’ names in them  Heb.11:10; Rev.21:19

  3 A Planned City—has Perfect Architect, God  Heb.11:10

  4 A Constructed City—has an infallible Builder, God  Heb.11:10

  5 A Resplendent City—has the Glory of God  Rev.21:11

  6 An Accessible City—has twelve open gates of pearl  Rev.21:11

  7 An Undefiled City—‘Nothing that defileth’ shall enter it   Rev.21:27

  8 A Perfect City—perfect in every dimension, the height, breadth and length being equal  Rev.21:16

1199 The Throne of Life—Perfection as Last 

  1 The Proclamation from the Throne—‘All things new’  Rev.21:5

  2 The Perfection of the Transformation—‘a new heaven and a new earth’  Rev.21:1 2 Pet.3:13

Perfect Provision—the tree of life  Rev.22:2

Perfect Blessing—‘no more curse’  Rev.22:3

Perfect Government—‘the throne of God and the Lamb’  Rev.22:3

Perfect Service—‘His servants shall serve Him’  Rev.22:3

Perfect Vision—‘they shall see His face’  Rev.22:4

Perfect Reflection—‘His name—in their foreheads’  Rev.22:4

Perfect Illumination—‘no night there’  Rev.22:5

1120 God’s Last Messages Men

God’s Revelation is complete and perfect   Rev.22:18,19

  1 The Last Proclamation—‘I am Alpha and Omega’  Rev.22:13

  2 The Last Promise—‘I come quickly’ (three times)  Rev.22:7,12,20

  3 The Last Prayer—‘Even so some, Lord Jesus’  Rev.22:20

  4 The Last Prediction—‘I Jesus—the bright and morning Star’  Rev.22:16

  5 The Last Provision—‘the water of life freely’  Rev.22:17
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