《Commentary on the Book of Mark》
Introduction to the Book of Mark
I. Writer

The names of the authors of the book of gospels were all concealed. It was known from the materials of the early church history that the author of this book was Mark. Mark was his Latin name, and his Hebrew name was John (see Acts.12:12). It was said that his family was rather wealthy and had a spacious house, which was chosen as the place for the Feast of the Passover by the Lord with His disciples. Besides, after the ascension of the risen Lord, about a hundred and twenty disciples were gathered to pray in that house, and then the day of Pentecost accomplished (see Acts.1:12-15; 2:1). The house was generally called “the house of Mark”. It was also said that the garden of Gethsemane was also of Mark’s family. The Lord and His disciples could often go there to pray. That was why Judas knew the Lord surely went to that garden after the supper and led the soldiers of the council to go to take Jesus there. When Jesus was caught, the young man who left the linen cloth and fled from them naked might be Mark himself, for it had not been mentioned in other three gospels.

The life of Mark was greatly influenced by his mother Mary (see Acts.12:12), his brother in law Barnabas (see Col.4:10), the apostle Paul (see 2Tim.4:11) and the apostle Peter (see 1Pet.5:13). His mother loved the Lord so much that she devoted her house and garden to the Lord and then made it for the church to pray, thus causing the church in Jerusalem to grow steadily and even advancing the gospel to the whole world. We could say that the whole history of the Christianity started from the house of Mark.

Barnabas, the cousin of Mark, was a Levite, of Cyprus by birth (see Acts. 4:36). He might hear the gospel from Mark’s mother and then believed the Lord. During the great revival of Jerusalem, Barnabas sold his land and devoted the money to the church (see Acts.4:37). Later, he was sent by the church to Antioch to establish the believers there. And he brought Paul (the primitive name was Saul) who believed the Lord not long from Tarsus to Antioch to be fellow-workers in the ministration of the Lord (see Acts.11:22-26).

Later, the Holy Spirit sent Barnabas and Paul to preach the word of the Lord, and they had Mark also as attendant (see Acts.13:1-5). Unfortunately, it might be on account of the fact that Mark was born in a rich family and could not bear the hardships of journeying outside, he left them and went back to Jerusalem halfway (see Acts.13:13). Afterwards, for the sake of Mark, Paul and Barnabas could not be fellow-workers and they went their separate ways. Barnabas took Mark and left Paul (see Acts.15:36-41). Nevertheless, after a few years, Mark came back to Paul and served the Lord zealously. Paul asked the saints in Colosse to receive Mark in the epistle (see Col.4:10) and confessed that they were fellow-workers (see Philemon 24) and Mark was a good attendant who was serviceable to Paul for ministry (see 2Tim.4:11).

Mark also enjoyed a close relation with the apostle Peter. When Peter had been saved out of the prison by the angel, having become clearly conscious , he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was surnamed Mark (Acts. 12:12). The maid Rhoda in the family of Mark could recognize the voice of Peter even though she had not seen his face. It could be inferred that Peter was not a stranger to this family, but familiar with the family of Mark. Peter called Mark “the son” in his letters (1Pet.5:13). It was possible that Mark was saved by the leading of Peter, so Peter regarded him as his spiritual son. In addition, it could also be inferred from the report of the early history and the content of the gospel of Mark that Mark had ever followed Peter to learn to serve the Lord, and even the whole book of Mark was dictated by Peter. See the detailed information in the next point.

II. It was also Called “the Gospel of Peter”
Mark was not one of the twelve disciples who followed the Lord, but he described the Lord’s words and deeds so vividly and minutely that as seeing with his eyes. He recorded the details carefully, no matter a certain act or gesture of the Lord, or an unnoticeable place or period of time, e.g.: “in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight” (1:35); “sit down in groups…sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties” (6:39-40); “Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were “running” to Him, greeted Him.” (9:15); “Then He took a little child and set him in the midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms…” (9:36); “Jesus sat opposite the treasury” (12:41).

Were these records out of the imagination of Mark himself? By no means! All the records in this book were the oral account of the apostle Peter. Therefore, there were many Bible commentators who called the gospel of Mark “the gospel of Peter”.

According to the early church history, Mark had ever been called as the interpreter of Peter, so he recorded the gospel dictated by Peter in Greek, namely, this Book of Mark. Papias said: “Mark recorded what he remembered…”. Justin Martyr called this book as “the memoirs of Peter”. Irenaeus said: “after Peter and Paul had departed from this world, Mark recorded what Peter had uttered”. Origen said: “the gospel written by Mark was guided by Peter”.

Except for the collateral evidences, we can also conclude that this book is instructed by Peter according to many internal evidences from this book.

(1) The name of Peter was mentioned in many places of this book, but was not mentioned in the same matter in other books of gospel. For example, “And Simon and those who were with Him searched for Him.” (1:36); “And Peter, remembering, said to Him, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away."” (11:21); “Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him privately,” (13:3); “But go, tell His disciples--and Peter--that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you."” (16:7).
(2) On the contrary, the particular good performance of Peter was purposefully hidden in this book. For instance, it neither mentioned the matter of Peter’s walking on the sea (cf. Mark 6:50-51 and Matt.14:28-31), nor recorded the matter of rock and the keys of the kingdom of the heavens (cf. Mark 8:29-30 and Matt. 16:17-19).

The purposeful mention and omission have both indicated that the book relates to Peter.

Apart from that, Peter was almost all on the spot concerning the facts recorded in this book ---- he had personally heard and seen what Mark had recorded. Therefore, we can see the shadow of Peter from everywhere of this book.

III. The Time and Location the Book was Written

It is generally acknowledged among the Bible scholars that the Book of Mark is firstly completed among the three “Synoptic Gospels” (namely, the Book of Matthew, the Book of Mark and the Book of John). And the other two books of them were adapted from the Book of Mark and added some other materials. Therefore, the time when this book was written had to be earlier than the Book of Matthew and the Book of Luke, during about 50AD to 60AD. 

Concerning the location that the book was written, there were many different reports ---- some said it was written in Rome and some said it was written in the great city of Alexander in Egypt. However, according to the reliable reasoning, the book ought to be written to the Romans, so it was of great possibility that the book was written in Rome. The word “Babylon” in the 5th chapter of the first Book of Peter, verse 13, is the watchword of Rome. 

IV. The Recipients

According to the content of this book, it was written to the Romans:  

(1) In this book, it seldom quotes the scriptures of the Old Testament ---- about a half of the quotations in the Book of Matthew. Matthew quoted the scriptures of the Old Testament for 128 times, but Mark only 63 times.

(2) This book seldom mentions the matters with the Jewish background. When it is unavoidable, the Book always gives the explanations. For example, “the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder” (3:17); "Talitha, cumi," which is translated, "Little girl, I say to you, arise (5:41).”; Corban"--' (that is, a gift to God) (7:11); on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb, (14:12).

(3) There are many Latin vocabularies in this book. For instance, “guardsman (6:27)”; “utensils (7:4)”; “tax (12:14)”; “farthing (12:42)”, “the centurion (15:38, 44, 45)” and etc.

(4) The “fourth watch of the night (6:48; 13:35)” in this book was recorded according to the Roman timing method, not the “the third watch (see Luke 12:38)” in the customs of the Jews.

(5) The book particularly mentioned “Simon, a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus (15:21)”, for believers in Rome knew Rufus (see Rom. 16:13).

V. Special Points

The book has the special points as follows: 

(1) It is generally written according to the order of time. 

(2) Although this book is the shortest one in the four gospels, it provides more detailed facts than that in the other three books of gospel.

(3) It skips over the birth of the Lord Jesus and the matters of His early years, but records the part of His public service, especially his service in the later period. Nearly a third of the book relates to the process of His suffering in the last week.

(4) The Lord Jesus in this book appeared in the status of bondservant, so the description of His work emphasized the signs and miracles like healing the disease and casting off the devil and etc., but rarely referred to long sermons or parables, for it was suitable for a bondservant to say less word and do more works. 

(5) The book particularly shows that the Lord Jesus is the “bondservant”, so the wording is special. For example, immediately the Spirit “drives him out” into the wilderness (1:12 in the original). There were more than forth times of the words, such as “immediately”, “instantly”, thus indicating that He worked almost ceaselessly. 

(6) The Lord Jesus, the bondservant of God, in this book was extremely diligent and busy. He was always engaged in His works, no matter on the land or sea or in the wilderness, from morning to night. At even, when the sun did set, He was busy in healing the illness (1:32) until the midnight, and rose in the morning long before day (1:35). Thus, He had no time to rest, even could not eat bread (3:20; 6:31), even His relatives said, He was out of his mind (3:21).
VI. General Description

Jesus Christ is “the Son of God” (1:1,11; 3:11; 5:7; 9:7; 14:61 and etc.), so He has the power of doing the signs or miracles, such as healing the disease or casting off the devil, which made the people admire Him. Even when He had expired on the cross, the centurion could not help from saying, Truly this man was Son of God (15:39).
This Son of God was incarnated and took a bondman's form and did the perfect servant of God on the earth. He “moved with compassion” toward men’s pains (1:41), and “grieved at” men’s hardening of their heart (3:5), and had the feeling of “being amazed and oppressed (14:33)” so He relied on God by more “prayer (1:35; 6:46; 14:35)”. He devoted Himself unto “the will of God (8:33; 14:36)” and finally drank the “cup of bitterness” given by God on the cross (10:38; 14:36; 15:34). 

VII. Its Relations with Other Books in the Bible

    The Gospel of Mark, like other three gospels, depicts Jesus Christ. However, the four books depict Him from different aspects: the Lord in the Book of Matthew is presented as the king, in Mark as the bondman, in Luke as the son of man and in John as the Son of God. The four living creatures in chapter four of the Revelation resemble the four aspects of the Lord in the four gospels. In Matthew the Lord is like a lion, in Mark a calf----firstly sowing and then being sacrificed as an offering on the alter, in Luke a man, and in John an eagle (see Ex. 19:4; Deut. 32:11).
    The Book of Matthew regards Jesus as the “Branch of righteousness to grow up to David” (Jer. 33:15), coming to be king on earth, so he was called the son of Abraham (the Father of nations) and the Son of David (the first king of Israel) (Matt. 1:1). A king must have his genealogy on account of his royal pedigree (Matt.1:1-17). The Book of Mark presents Jesus as “my servant the BRANCH” (Zech. 3:8), Jehovah’s “righteous servant” (Is. 53:11), “but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:7-8). A bondman’s birth is too insignificant to be recorded, so there is no mention of the genealogy of Jesus. The Book of Luke shows us that Jesus is the son of man (a perfect man), so it traces back to Adam (Luke 3:23-38), the patriarch of mankind. The Book of John refers to Jesus as the Son of God (the perfect God), who has neither beginning of days nor end of life. Therefore, John dates back to the beginning (John 1:1) ---- the eternity without beginning.



Note that the Gospel of Matthew ends in the Lord’s resurrection, Mark in His ascension, Luke in the promise of the descent of the Holy Spirit and John in His second coming.

VIII. Key Verses  



“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark. 10:45)

IX. Key Words


“Immediately” or “straightway” (1:10,18,20,21,29,30,31,42,43; 2:2,8,12; 3:6; 4:5,15,16,17,29; 5:2,13,29,30,36,42; 6:25,27,45,50,54; 7:35; 8:10; 9:15,20,24; 10:52; 11:2,3; 14:43,45; 15:1) (39 times)

X. Outlines of the Book

A. The Preparation of the Bondservant:

1. The preparation of the way of the bondservant (1:1-8);

2. The baptism of the bondservant (1:9-11);

3. The “being tried” of the bondservant (1:12-13);

B. The Service of the Bondservant:
1. The service in Galilee with the disciples (1:14-3:35);

2. The service in Galilee that trained the disciples (4:1-7:23);
3. The service in Galilee and the areas around it with the disciples (7:24-9:50);

4. The service in borders of Judea and Berea (10:1-52);

5. The service in Jerusalem (11:1-13:37);

C. The Obedience of the Bondservant unto death:

1. The preparation and typification of the suffering (14:1-42);

2. Be taken up and judged and being denied (14:43-72);

3. Be condemned and mocked (15:1-20);

4. Be crucified on the cross (15:21-41);

5. Be buried (15:42-47);

D. The Resurrection and Ascension of the Bondservant:

1. The resurrection and revelation (16:1-18);

2. He was taken up into heaven and worked with the disciples (16:19-20).

Mark Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter
【The Beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ】
A. The beginning of Jesus Christ’s being introduced ---- the ministry of the forerunner, John the Baptist (v.1-8);

B. The beginning of Jesus Christ’s being accepted ---- His baptism (v.9-11);

C. The beginning of Jesus Christ’s triumph ---- His being tempted (v.12-13);

D. The beginning of Jesus Christ’s preaching the gospel ---- His messages (v.14-15);

E. The beginning of Jesus Christ’s calling the disciples ---- His first disciples (v.16-20);

【The Beginning of the Service of the Bondservant and the Savior】

A. His teaching ---- as one having authority (v.21-22);

B. His power ---- even the unclean spirits obey Him (v.23-28);

C. The regions of His service:

1. From the house of Simon (v.29-30);

2. The whole city was gathered together before Him (v.32-34).

3. Throughout all Galilee (v.35-39);

D. The example of His service ---- He cleaned the leprosy (v.40-45);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 1:1 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

YLT: ”A beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, Son of God.”
Meaning of Words: “Jesus”: Jehovah the savior, the salvation of Jehovah; “Christ”: the anointed one; “gospel”: good news, a good message; “beginning”: first, the outset;
Literal Meaning: “the Son of God”, the substance of this book is that Jesus Christ is “the Son of God” (see 1:11; 3:11; 5:7; 9:7; 14:61; 15:39), therefore He has the divine power to heal the diseases and cast off the devil and perform signs or miracles. 
“Jesus Christ”, “Jesus”, the name indicates that He is Jehovah Himself who came to be our savior to grant us God’s salvation. The name “Christ” shows that He was anointed by God with the Holy Spirit (Luke. 4:18, Dan. 9:26) and was separated unto God to be the king and the priest of the kingdom of God, and was sent into the world to fulfill God’s plan and accomplish His will.

 “Jesus” is the name of him in humility; “Christ” is the name of His being honored by men. He humbled Himself at first, and was then highly exalted (see Phil. 2: 6-11).

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ”, “the gospel of Jesus Christ”, it carries two meanings: (1) the gospel that is of Jesus Christ; (2) the gospel concerning Jesus Christ.

“The beginning of the gospel”, it also contains two meanings: (1) the preparing work of John the Baptist is the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ; (2) What is recorded in the whole book of the gospel of Mark is the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Mark. 1:2 “As it is written in the Prophets: "Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You."” 

YLT: “As it hath been written in the prophets, `Lo, I send My messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee,' --”
Meaning of Words: “prepare”: to construct, create; 
The Background: when the king in the old times was on a tour of inspection, there were a group of people being sent forward to prepare the way by crying and cheering. If the road was rugged or crooked, they had to make the road straight before the king came.  
Literal Meaning: “as it is written in the Prophets”, the words in the next quotation marks ---- the first sentence is quoted from the Book of Malachi (3:1), and the other one from the Book of Isaiah (40:3). Therefore, there is no mention of the name “Isaiah” in some old scriptures.

  “I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.” ---- “I” refers to God; “My messenger” refers to John the Baptist. “You” speaks of Jesus Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The primary work of the servant of the Lord is to prepare the way for the Lord. Every work that has not given increasing places to the Lord in men is not the work of serving the Lord
2) The way of the Lord is neither the rigid doctrines, nor customs, nor methods, nor systems, but the “men” like us. If “man” is right, the Lord will have His way.

Mark. 1:3 “"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight."'” 

YLT: “`A voice of one calling in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, straight make ye his paths,' --”
Meaning of Words: “prepare”: provide, make ready for; “way”: mode, means; “straight”: forthwith, immediately; “path”: a rut or worn track; 

Literal Meaning: “prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight”, it shows that the mission of John the Baptist is to prepare the way for the Lord ------ to make men’s heart turn to God so that the Lord can enter men’s heart through straight paths and reign in them. Note that the way of the “Lord” and “His” paths do not refer to the “paths of righteousness” (Ps. 23:3) which we should walk in after we have believed the Lord.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Voice fleets and vanishes without a trace. John was the “messenger” of the Lord only, without keeping anything for himself. We should bear witness of the Lord instead of ourselves.
2) One who serves the Lord should do his utmost to bring men before the Lord without caring for his own gain, loss, status or fame, much less scheming to bring others to follow himself.
3) “Crying” showed that John was full of burden in his heart so that he couldn’t help crying. It is the burden that makes us serve the Lord, and we shall fully pour out the burden within us.  
4) Our heart was originally rugged and crooked. The true “repentance” is to bring one’s heart low and make one’s heart straight, i.e. “to prepare the way of the Lord, to make His paths straight”.

5) We should not only turn to the Lord, but also let the Lord have straight path in us, so that He can fully occupy us in our heart.
Mark. 1:4 “John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” 

YLT: “John came baptizing in the wilderness, and proclaiming a baptism of reformation -- to remission of sins,”
Meaning of Words: “came”: appear, to cause to be; “preach”: herald (as a public crier); “repentance”: compunction (for guilt, including reformation), a change of heart; “baptism”: to immerse, submerge; to make overwhelmed (i.e. fully wet); 
The Background: after the forefathers of the Jews came out of Egypt, they had ever wandered in the “wilderness”. Therefore, the “wilderness” in the heart of the Jews was the place where God guided them and granted grace to them.

Literal Meaning: “wilderness” lies in the dry lands of the north and west part of the Dead Sea, including the large areas of the Jordan valley. 

  “Preaching a baptism of repentance”, “repentance”, it does not contain any meaning of action, but the change of heart and mind. Men were originally far away from God with our back toward God, but now men should turn unto God form the inner heart.

The baptism of John was different from the baptism for Christians in the name of the Lord Jesus. The baptism for Christians emphasized on the union with the Lord, which included both the negative burial, namely, being dead with Christ together as well as the positive resurrection, namely, rising again with Christ together (Rom. 6:3-5). The baptism of John was to bring men to believe into the one who was coming after him (see v.11), which merely focused on the negative aspect ---- one’s all sins that forsook God in the past would be put over through the baptism into water. Therefore, it was also called “the baptism of repentance” (Acts. 19:3-4). “The baptism of repentance” was not being unto Christ, but the one who was baptized had changed his view towards himself. Men who came to be baptized by John confessed their sins to him. The wage of sin is death (Rom. 6:23). Therefore they declared through the baptism that they were only worthy of death.
Spiritual Meaning: “the wilderness” symbolizes the separation from the world. John the Baptist was the one who led men to repent and prepared the way of the Lord (v. 3). Therefore he stood in the place opposite to the world and made his dwelling “in the wilderness”. 
“Baptism” is to plunge those who have repented entirely into the water, declaring that the one who was baptized had changed his view towards himself ---- he was only fitted to die and he was buried.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should be separated from the world so that we can bear witness of Christ (preach the baptism of repentance).
2) If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1John. 2:15). Therefore, he who serves God has to come out of the world at first and then live a life in reliance on God by faith. 

3) John grew up in the wilderness (Luke. 1:80) and also preached in the wilderness. It showed that what he preached was in accord with his life. 

4) The repentance is not the modification of deeds, so it is not simply refusing evil and choosing good. Instead, it is the change of one’s heart and mind ---- to turn one’s heart from all the men and things outside of God to God Himself.

5) The worst sin of men before God is the rebellious heart and the disobedience unto God. This is the “sin” that we have to confess when we are repenting. Every sin of men is out of rebelling God.

6) If our heart only cares for the religion, reasoning, customs, and ministry only, but ignores the Lord Himself, we should repent. 

Mark. 1:5 “Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.” 

YLT: “and there were going forth to him all the region of Judea, and they of Jerusalem, and they were all baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.”
Meaning of Words: “confess”: acknowledge, agree fully; 
Literal Meaning: “then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to”, it describes the general situation. “All” refers to many people instead of all the people. However, we could be sure that the preaching of John the Baptist had drew the attention of the masses. The reasons may be as below:

1) He had the word of God (Luke. 3:2).

2) He preached the epochal information (v.3).

3) He had distinct feature and witness of life (v.6).
  “Confessing their sins” is to confess the sin of forsaking God in their heart. All the sins of men originate from their departing from God.
Controversial Clarification: some ministers take this verse as the proof that he who truly repents should confess his sins publicly. However, since the baptism in this verse is an individual action, obviously, the confession of sins should also be an individual action. Therefore, we can not agree with the above-mentioned idea of “confessing sins publicly”. What is really important is to “confess the sins” towards God instead of men.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) John preached in the uninhabited wilderness, but he had attracted the attention of the masses. What really matters is not the place where one does the works of the Lord, but whether the work comes from the Lord. The work coming from the Lord will attract people’s attention.
2) The messenger that John preached as well as his life were both simple, but he had affected the land of Judea, for his words matched with his deeds ---- what he preached was what he had experienced and done. Therefore his information was living and powerful.
3) Those who repented came to John to do two things ---- firstly they “confessed their sins” and secondly “they were baptized by him”. Everyone who has truly repented should know that he is a sinner and he should be put to death.
4) The confession of sins should be done before the baptism. If a man does not confess his sins or that he should die, he has never changed his view towards himself, nor repented. A baptism without repentance is only a meaningless ceremony.
5) We should hate ourselves and feel too ashamed to show our face before God. Therefore we ask for the baptism to be buried with water. 
Mark. 1:6 “Now John was clothed with camel's hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.”

YLT: “And John was clothed with camel's hair, and a girdle of skin around his loins, and eating locusts and honey of the field,”

The Background: the father of John the Baptist was a priest (Luke.1:8-13). Priests had to serve in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem and there were strict rules for them concerning their food and clothing (Lev.8:6-9, 10:12-15). A Jewish son usually inherited the ministry of his father. However, John lived in the wilderness and his food and clothing were totally against the rules to a priest. Therefore here he was not a priest but a prophet. That was the reason why the Lord Jesus called him “the Elias to come” (Matt.11:14). Note that the clothing of John was similar with that of Elias (2Kings.1:8).  
Spiritual Meaning: “clothes” symbolizes the walking of men (Rev. 19:8); “food” symbolizes the source of the power of life and the provision of life.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The core of the information from John the Baptist was to make men repent. Therefore, he stood in a position opposite to the world and his food and clothing were different from the world. Today we Christians should not rigidly learn from John the Baptist about his food and clothing, lest we may be misunderstood as strange ones. However, we should learn from him spiritually.
2) A camel features in kneeling down before the master to carry and take away heavy burdens and making long journeys in the wilderness with heavy burdens. We should kneel down before the Lord to receive burdens from the Lord and serve Him diligently.
3) The servants of God should not only endure humiliation to carry out the important task but also kneel down before God to have intimate fellowship with God. The servants of God should give themselves up to prayer (Acts. 6:4). Nothing should be done before prayer.
4) The bondsmen of the Lord should constrain their own behaviors (gird their loins) in order to serve the Lord well (Luke.12:35, 17:8). They should especially bind on humility before men (1Pet. 5:5).
5) “With a leather belt around his waist”, it symbolizes that the cross has put our natural life to death and becomes our constraint.
6) “Locusts and wild honey” are natural products. We should live a life by trusting in God instead of men only (1Tim. 6:17).
7) The servants of the Lord should live a simple life instead of a luxury one, the simpler one’s food and clothing is, the more powerful one’s service to the Lord is. Today, some of the ministers lead a luxury life but offer unacceptable service to the Lord.
8) It is the witness of the forerunner ---- he stood in an unconventional position (in “the wilderness” instead of the city), did not wear sumptuous clothes (“in camel’s hair”), constrained his behavior (“with a leather belt around his waist”) and did not rely on the provision of men (“his food was locusts and wild honey”).
Mark. 1:7 “And he preached, saying, "There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.”

YLT: “and he proclaimed, saying, `He doth come -- who is mightier than I -- after me, of whom I am not worthy -- having stooped down -- to loose the latchet of his sandals;”

The Background: the Jews put on sandals without uppers when they went out, and took off the sandals when they entered their houses. One of the works of the lowest bondmen was to loose the sandal straps, take off and carry the sandals for their hosts and the guests, and then pour water into a basin to wash their feet.

Literal Meaning: “there comes One after me”, it refers to Jesus Christ.

  “Whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose”, he thought he that he was even unworthy of being His servant.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) John the Baptist was the forerunner of the Lord. His duty was to bring men to repent and pointed to Christ. We should also bring men before the Lord in this way. 

2) Repentance is not the purpose, but a way that leads men to Christ (“there comes One after me”). Repentance makes men lose him, but faith enables men to obtain Christ. The former is negative, but the latter is positive. Faith must be added to those who have repented. If one has the repentance only, it still has no effect, for it only makes us notice our failure, like paying attention to the “goodness” of us in the past.

3) Jesus Christ is the Son of God, so He has the heavenly and transcending power (“who is mightier than I”).

4) He who serves the Lord should have the humble and gentle attitude like John the Baptist (“whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose”).

Mark. 1:8 “I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." ”

YLT: “I indeed did baptize you with water, but he shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit.'”

Literial Meaning: “I…but He…”, the sentence structure in the original especially emphasizes the contrast.

Spiritual Meaning: “I indeed baptized you with water”, “baptism with water” is the mark of the ministry of John, namely, to immerse the one who has repented into the water and end his old life.

  “But He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”, “baptism with the Holy Spirit” is the mark of the ministry of Christ, namely, to baptize those who have repented and believed the Lord with the Holy Spirit so that they will obtain the life of God and become the body of Christ ---- the church (1Cor.12:13; Acts2:2-4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The baptism with water is the end of the old life, but the baptism with the Holy Spirit is the start of the new life. The former requires repentance only, but the latter needs repentance and believing the gospel as well (see v.15).

2) If men have not repented to receive the baptism with water, they will be suffered by the baptism with fire (see Matt.3:11-12). All those who are willing to believe and receive the baptism with water have received the baptism with the Holy Spirit at the same time (1Cor.12:13).  

Mark. 1:9 “It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the Jordan.”

YLT: “And it came to pass in those days, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John at the Jordan;”

Literal Meaning: “in those days”, it referred to the time when John the Baptist baptized others at the Jordan.
  “Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee”, “Galilee”, the area in the west part of the Sea of Galilee, was at that time despised by the Jews (see John 7:52). “Nazareth”, a small town between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean, it was also a humble place also despised by the Jews (see John 1:46) and was the hometown of Jesus (Matt.2:23).

“And was baptized by John in the Jordan”, note that Jesus was not like others who confessed their sins (see v.5), for He had no sin. Here, that he was baptized by John indicated that He stood on the position of “men” to fulfill all the requirements of God to men.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In the Gospel of John, the baptism of the Lord Jesus was not recorded because John declared that Jesus is God. The other three Gospels all recorded the baptism of the Lord, showing that He is man. Everyman should be put to death.
2) The Lord was baptized in the Jordan. It shows that everything of man, no matter it is good or not, should be put to death at first and then be used by God.
3) The Lord came from “Nazareth of Galilee” in the Gentile place instead of Jerusalem of the Judea land. It shows that grace is not only given to the Jews, but also to the whole world. 
4) The Lord had no sins, so He had neither to repent nor being baptized. However, He was willing to stand on the position of sinners and turned unto God and confessed that men ought to be put to death. How much more shall we repent and turn to God?

5) The Lord started His work on the earth from the baptism, which spoke of the principle of service, namely, supplying life through death. 

Mark. 1:10 “And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.”

YLT: “and immediately coming up from the water, he saw the heavens dividing, and the Spirit as a dove coming down upon him;”

Meaning of Words: “immediately”: as soon as, forthwith, shortly, straightway; 
Literal Meaning: “coming up from the water”, it showed that when He was baptized, His whole body was immersed into the water.
  “He saw the heavens parting”, “the heavens parting”, it means that men are able to see the scenes in the heavens with their physical eyes (Acts. 7:56).
  The parting heavens to Him indicated that God had accepted Him. The Holy Spirit showed that God had granted Him the power of ministration. 

Spiritual Meaning: “dove”, the sign of the Holy Spirit, symbolizes gentleness, meekness and simplicity of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God descended upon Him, showing that He is Christ (the anointed one) anointed by God with the Holy Spirit.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord had been baptized with water and the Holy Spirit before the assembly received the baptism of water and Spirit. It shows that all the spiritual reality and principles are firstly in the head. The full Christ is the fountain of all spiritual abundance. 
2) The heavens are only opened for those who were dead and have come to life again. If we the believers stand in the position that we were dead and have risen with the Lord together, the heavens will be opened to us in like manner.
3) The heavens, used to be shut up because of men’s rebellion, were opened to Him for His obedience to the authority of the heavens. Then all the heavenly abundance was brought down-------the Spirit of God, the words of God and the delight of God.
4) Since every spiritual blessing is inherited by Him, we can become partakers of the heavens and all that of the heavens through the union with Him only. 

5) We should ask the Lord to pour the Holy Spirit out upon us richly (Tit. 3:6) so that we will receive spiritual power and bear good witness of the Lord (Acts. 1:8, 2:18-21). 
6) The one who is full of the Holy Spirit will be gentle towards men like a dove and have a sincere and perfect heart towards God. 
7) The anointing oil declares the ownership of God (Lev. 8:12, 30). If we want to be possessed by God, we must go through the process of death and resurrection. 
Mark. 1:11 “Then a voice came from heaven, "You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." ”

YLT: “and a voice came out of the heavens, `Thou art My Son -- the Beloved, in whom I did delight.'”

Literal Meaning: “a voice came from heaven”, it was the voice of God our Father (2Pet. 1:17).

  “This is My beloved Son.” ---- It is God’s declaration and introduction to Jesus, showing the divinity of Jesus, who came to the world to declare God the Father (John. 1:18). 

  “In whom I am well pleased.” ---- God admitted His being and His works, which made God the Father well pleased. It implies that we should hear His Son (Matt. 17:5).  
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Jesus is God’s beloved Son ---- son is the manifestation and declaration of the father ---- only through the Lord Jesus we could see and know God.
2) In Christ, God is well pleased ---- if we want to please God, we should listen to the Lord only and abide in the Lord.
3) The praise from God the Father to the Lord shows that:
a) The thirty years of life of the Lord Jesus before the baptism well pleased God.

b) The obedience of the Lord Jesus shown by the baptism was well acceptable to God.
Mark. 1:12 “Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness.”

YLT: “And immediately doth the Spirit put him forth to the wilderness,”

Meaning of Words: “immediately”: as soon as, forthwith, shortly, straightway; “drove”: cast (forth, out), expel, send away; 

Literal Meaning: both the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Luke had recorded that Jesus was “led up” by the Spirit into the wilderness (Matt. 4:1; Luke4:1), but Mark used the word “drive”, for Mark recorded that Jesus was a bondservant. The Holy Spirit firstly descended upon Him and fully filled in Him and then “drove” Him to the wilderness.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) That the Holy Spirit descended upon a man was for the purpose of manifesting the works of God and making his walking in the government and guidance of God.

2) Concerning the works of the Holy Spirit in men, they are “forbiddance” and “suffering somebody not” (Acts.16:6-7) in the negative aspect, and “driving” and “expelling” in the positive aspect. 

Mark. 1:13 “And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to Him.”

YLT: “and he was there in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by the Adversary, and he was with the beasts, and the messengers were ministering to him.”

Meaning of Words: “Satan”: the devil, the accuser; “tempt”: try;

The Background: Moses and Elijah had abstained from food and water for forty days (Exod.34:28, 1Kings.19:8). They were the typification of the Lord who was God’s servant and prophet (Heb. 3:5, Matt. 16:14).
Literal Meaning: “and He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan”, that the Lord Jesus was tempted by the devil was driven by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we can say that God wanted to reveal the triumph of Jesus through the temptation of the devil. 

“And was with the wild beasts”, only the Book of Mark mentioned the “beasts”, it might be for the purpose of indicating that: (1) it was a place without any signs of human habitation, but an environment where had beasts only ---- He resisted the devil alone. (2) He not only prevailed over the inner temptation of Satan (see Matt.4:2-10), but also overcame the threat of Satan (namely, the fierce beasts). (3) He is the Messiah. When the kingdom of the Messiah is accomplished on the earth, the beasts will dwell with men together without hurting them (see Is.11:1-9).

“And the angels ministered to Him”, angels are all ministering spirits, sent out for service on account of those who shall inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14).
Spiritual Meaning: in the Holy Bible, the number “forty” represents sufferings and trials. When the people of Israel came out of Egypt, during the forty years in the wilderness, Jehovah Elohim humbled and tried them in order to reveal that they were the chosen people of God who would keep the  commandments of God (Deut.8:1-5). Therefore, the baptism of the Lord Jesus was like the people of Israel’s passing through the Red Sea, and His forty days in the wilderness amounted to the forty years of the people of Israel in the wilderness, and that Jesus actively received the temptation of the devil meant equal to the Israel’s being humbled and tried, showing that the Lord Jesus was the true Israel, the beloved Son of God (see v.11).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When we achieve a spiritual peak, the valley of test is always waiting for us ahead. Take heed that the present success can not assure the success of us all the time. 
2) The guidance of the Spirit proved that Christ was not being tested passively. He firstly took the initiative to consume all the power and doings of the enemy and then followed up the victory. 
3) The Spirit took the initiative to lead Jesus to be tempted of the devil, indicating that the Lord had firstly bound the strong and then plundered the goods (Matt. 12:29) so that He could save the world that lied in the devil.
4) The Lord was full of the Spirit at first (Luke. 4:1) and then fought against the devil. One can win in the spiritual battles through being filled with the Holy Spirit and guided by the Holy Spirit only.

5) The Lord’s being tempted was out of the guidance of the Spirit, so we could say that it was God that tested Him. God often puts us in temptations to test our hearts towards God.
6) If we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).
7) For, in that himself has suffered, being tempted, the Lord is able to help those that are being tempted (Her. 2:17-18). His reaction towards temptations is an example to all believers when being tempted.
8) The Lord was tempted in the wilderness. If the condition is difficult and helpless and has no enjoyment, the devil will come to induce us to compromise with him so that we may be comfortable immediately.  
9) Every saint can also enjoy the ministration of the angles. When we are in difficulty, may God open our eyes to see that the angles are encamping round about us to protect us (Ps.34:7; 2King6:17)
Mark. 1:14 “Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,”

YLT: “And after the delivering up of John, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of the reign of God,”

Meaning of Words: “be put in prison”: to surrender, yield up;

The Background: John the Baptism was put in prison for criticizing the Herod the king that it was unlawful for Herod to have his brother’s wife Herodias (Matt. 14:3-4). 

Literal Meaning: “Jesus came to Galilee”, it was said that there was about one year between the 13th verse to the 14th verse. The Lord preached the word and baptized in the land of Judea previously (see John 3:22-24). Now His forerunner John the Baptism was put in prison, he left the land of Judea and came to Galilee. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Jesus came to Galilee”, Galilee was a place where was inhabited mainly by the Gentiles (see Matt.4:15). This area was despised by the Jews, so it symbolized the nations. The Lord Jesus in His work was persecuted from Galilee, which suggested that the Lord turned to grant the salvation to the sinners of the Gentiles for the sake of the Jews’ rejection of the salvation.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) John the Baptism was the introducer of the Lord Jesus. When the one being introduced started His work publicly, the introducer should retreat and not compete with Him. Unfortunately, John the Baptist had not noticed this point and therefore God raised a circumstance to put him in prison.
2) “Being put in prison” means one’s actions are limited. He who bears witness of the Lord usually has no freedom of actions but gives the priority to the will of the Lord in everything.

3) We were foolish, weak, ignoble, despised (like Galilee which was despised by the Jews) and things that were not in the world, but God has chosen us. Therefore, believers should never boast themselves (1Cor.1:27-29).

4) Though John who preached the glad tidings of the kingdom of God was put in prison, the Lord still came to Galilee to preach this gospel. The devil may seize the messengers, but it can never block the messages of God. 

5) If the messages that we preach are truly out of God, we may pass away but the messages will never be withered. 

Mark. 1:15 “and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." ”

YLT: “and saying -- `Fulfilled hath been the time, and the reign of God hath come nigh, reform ye, and believe in the good news.'”

Meaning of Words: “fulfill”: be full, accomplish, perfect; “gospel”: the glad tidings; “at hand”: before one’s eyes (concerning location), approach (concerning time); “repent”: the change of mind and thought; “believe”: commit to trust, put in trust with;

Literal Meaning: “the time is fulfilled”, it is according to the time table of the dispensation of God’s redemption of God. The time of sending His Son Jesus Christ to come into the world to carry out the dispensation of God

“And the kingdom of God is at hand”. ---- “The kingdom of God” refers to the sphere that God reigns.

“Repent”, it indicates that the mind of men was originally far away from God with our back toward God, but now men should turn unto God form the inner heart in order to come into the kingdom of God. “Repent”, it does not contain any meaning of action in the original, but the change of heart and mind.

“And the kingdom of God is at hand”, it is a fact, so men shall “repent”. It is not because one has repented and that the kingdom of God comes afterwards.

“And believe in the gospel”, “believe” means “accept and receive” (see John 1:12).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Where there is no the obedience to the authority of God, there is no the kingdom of God.

2) Whenever our hearts turn to God, the kingdom of God will be brought in at the same time.

3) One should be governed by the authority of God, and then he will bring others under the authority of God. 

4) “Repent, and believe in the gospel”. Repentance is first, and believing follows afterwards. If a man wants to believe the gospel, he should repent. A man who has truly believed must have been repented first and believe afterwards.

5) Every true faith follows after repentance. And all the true repentance must lead to true faith. 

Mark. 1:16 “And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. ”

YLT: “And, walking by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon, and Andrew his brother, casting a drag into the sea, for they were fishers,”

Meaning of Words: “Simon”: hearer; “Andrew”: strong, man;  

Literal Meaning: “walked by the Sea of Galilee”, actually the Sea of Galilee was a small freshwater lake, which was also called the Lake of Gennesaret (Luke. 5:1), the Sea of Tiberias (John. 21:1) or the Lake of Chinnereth in the old times (Num. 34:11).
Spiritual Meaning: “casting a net into the sea”, “sea” symbolizes the world; “casting a net” symbolizing that the church preaches the gospel corporately (“fishing” represents preaching the gospel individually). 

Mark. 1:17 “Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men." ”

YLT: “and Jesus said to them, `Come ye after me, and I shall make you to become fishers of men;'”

Literal Meaning: Peter and Andrew had early followed the Lord Jesus (John. 1:40-42) and returned to make a living by fishing. Now the Lord called them for the second time to give up their career and preach as fishers of men.

  “Follow Me”, come to be my disciples. In the old times, the rabbi who received disciples not only taught the disciples doctrines, but also let them learn the walking of the teachers by living with him together ---- wherever the rabbi went, his disciples would follow him and learn from the rabbi’s. 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What men wish is “fishes” ---- the earthly wealth, but what God desires is “men” ---- to whom God shows His grace. Those who follow the Lord should give up the fishes to gain men for the Lord and he should be gained by the Lord at first.
2) If we hold fast Christ and follow in His steps (“follow me”), we will draw more people to follow Him (as “fishers of men”). 
3) It was the second time that the Lord called them. They were saved by the first call of the Lord (John. 1:35-42). They were called to be fishers of men by the second one. First of all, one should be saved and will gain men afterwards. 
4) “I will make you become fishers of men”, they did not change their work after being saved, and still kept the same work after being called. However, the net was changed, and the purpose was changed. They became the fishers of men. All that men have learned before being called are not vain, for they will be brought before the Lord after those men are called, and the Lord will use them again.

5) What the Lord had arranged for us before being saved was usually a previous good preparation for us to be used by the Lord after being saved. The way of our whole life has been early governed by the hand of the Lord.

Mark. 1:18 “They immediately left their nets and followed Him.”

YLT: “and immediately, having left their nets, they followed him.”

Literal Meaning: this verse used the word “immediately” again, showing that there was not any hesitation or delay between the calling and following. They left all things (left their nets) without any consideration, and followed the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The true reason of men’s following the Lord is that the Lord draws them (John. 12:33). The moment the Lord calls men, they will give up everything immediately and follow Him. 
2) Draw me, we will run after Him (S. of Sol 1:4).

3) He who follows the Lord should leave something. Anyone who is not willing to give up for the Lord is not worthy of being His disciples. All those who want to follow the Lord are willing to pay for the cost of “being the disciples”.
Mark. 1:19 “When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets.”

YLT: “And having gone on thence a little, he saw James of Zebedee, and John his brother, and they were in the boat refitting the nets,”

The Background: Salome, mother of Jacob and John, was the sister of Mary and the mother of the Lord Jesus (see Mark. 15:40, John. 19:25). Therefore, they were cousins of the Lord Jesus. Their father Zebedee might be rich and influential, so he was affordable to hire servants (Mark. 1:20) and his son John was familiar with the high priest (see John. 18:15).
Literal Meaning: “mending the nets” includes washing and mending the nets, and hanging the nets up to dry it for the fishing next day.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord kept “going on” and kept working. How urgently He desires to gain men!
2) John was mending nets when he was called, and the main work of him in the assembly (“boat”) later was mending the breaches to guard against the invasion of heresy (see 1John, 2John, 3John).
Mark. 1:20 “And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.”

YLT: “and immediately he called them, and, having left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, they went away after him.”

Literal Meaning: “immediately He called them”, the word “immediately” indicated the urgency of the Lord’s call on them. “Call” is not a common call in the original, for it carries the meaning of “inciting” and “urging”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) He who wants to be a Christian should have an absolute attitude at any price. But only when the Lord calls us personally, can we follow Him at any price.
2) If the Lord has indeed called us, the former status (“boat”) and relationship (“father”) in the past days will not remain. 
3) He who does not know the Lord refuses the Lord. He who knows the Lord is unable to refuse the Lord ---- if we have truly known the preciousness of the Lord, the color of the world will fade.
Mark. 1:21 “Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught.”

YLT: “And they go on to Capernaum, and immediately, on the sabbaths, having gone into the synagogue, he was teaching,”

Literal Meaning: “went into Capernaum”, “Capernaum” lay in the north part of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus had ever dwelt in Capernaum for a period of time and preached there (Matt.9:1; 11:23).

  “He entered the synagogue and taught”. ---- “Synagogue” was generated after the Jews were carried away to Babylon. Since there was no the Holy Temple among the Gentile land at that time, the synagogue emerged as the times required so that the Jews could gather together to worship God and hear the word of God. When Jesus began to preach the word, he usually taught men in the synagogue for the sake of the large number of men in it.

Mark. 1:22 “And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”

YLT: “and they were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as having authority, and not as the scribes.”

Literal Meaning: “and they were astonished at His teaching”, it indicated that His teaching was out of the ordinary. 

“As one having authority, and not as the scribes”, “scribes” refers to those who had good research in the law of the Old Testament, and most of them were the Pharisees. The differences between the teaching of the Lord and that of the scribes were as follows: (1) the teaching of the scribes was: “it was said to the ancients”, but the teaching of the Lord was “I tell you” (see Matt.5:21-22). (2) The scribes explained the external knowledge of letters, but the Lord set forth the spirit and reality of the letters (see 2Cor. 3:6). The former was of no power, but the latter carried authority and power that made men obtain the enlightenment in the word of God so that they would fear and obey God. 

Mark. 1:23 “Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out,”

YLT: “And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out,”

Literal Meaning: “with an unclean spirit”, the “unclean spirit”, the living creature before the age of Adam, was lured by Satan to follow it to rebel God and then was judged to become the evil spirit without a body. The unclean spirit originally lived in the sea, but then attached to the body of men to have rest after the corruption of men. “Unclean spirit” shows the nature and actions of the devil, namely, filth and uncleanness.

  “With an unclean spirit” or the unclean spirit “dwelt”, all those who have the indwelling unclean spirit may usually have the supernatural actions for being controlled by the evil spirit.

Spiritual Meaning: that the unclean spirit dwells in the body of men typifies that Satan forcibly occupies the men who are created by God for His purpose and makes men become its tool against God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Even in the place where the Jews worshipped God (“synagogue”), there was a man with an unclean spirit. Today, in the church, perhaps there are also many believers who are controlled by the power of Satan (see Rev.2:13).

2) The devil does not fear that there are men who have only a form of piety but fear those who have the power of godliness (see 2Tim 3:5).

Mark. 1:24 “saying, "Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!" ”

YLT: “saying, `Away! what -- to us and to thee, Jesus the Nazarene? thou didst come to destroy us; I have known thee who thou art -- the Holy One of God.'”

Literal Meaning: “what have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth?”, “what have we to do with You”, it is a Hebrew idiom in the original.

“I know who You are”, the subject was changed from “we” to “I”. It might be many evil spirits in that man, and one of them began to speak on behalf of them.

“The Holy One of God”: the Holy One of God, another name of the Son of God;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The “unclean spirit” and “the Holy One of God” are contrary and can not exist together. 

2) To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil (1Jn.3:18).

3) Though the unclean spirit knew the Lord is the Holy One of God, he had nothing to do with him and could not change its filthy nature. Obviously, the objective knowledge has no great help.
4) The unclean spirit clearly knows its end is perdition, but it still does evil. Many people do not care for the eternal torture in the future, but merely for the apparent enjoyment.

5) The evil spirit can also know those who are of God and the real condition in them (see Acts.19:15).

Mark. 1:25 “But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" ”

YLT: “And Jesus rebuked him, saying, `Be silenced, and come forth out of him,'”

Literal Meaning: “be quiet”: shut up. The Lord did not allow the devil say: “the Holy One of God”. For when the Lord was on the earth, He was always standing on the status of “the Son of Man” to fulfill the will of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Even though the testimony of the devil is true, the Lord will also not receive it.

2) When Satan uses those who oppose the Lord to speak many words, we can ask the Lord to prevent the devil from opening its mouth or raising any voice.

Mark. 1:26 “And when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him.”

YLT: “and the unclean spirit having torn him, and having cried with a great voice, came forth out of him,”

Literal Meaning: “and when the unclean spirit had convulsed him”, “convulsed”: to mangle, i.e. convulse with epilepsy instinctively;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The evil spirit usually makes men to do something out of control and disobey their own will.

2) Man with an unclean spirit may have many sins, and he has to pass through much pain before obtaining the salvation of the Lord. Though the Lord has the grace of forgiveness, the sinners can still not escape the torment of birth.
3) The dirtier the devil is, the harder it will be cast off. The more sins one has, the harder the sins will leave.

Mark. 1:27 “Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." ”

YLT: “and they were all amazed, so as to reason among themselves, saying, `What is this? what new teaching this? that with authority also the unclean spirits he commandeth, and they obey him!'”

Meaning of Words: “amazed”: astound, astonished; “questioned”: to investigate jointly, discuss; “command”: order; 
Literal Meaning: “What new doctrine is this?” ---- The word “new” does not represent the newness in respect of time, but the unusual freshness of one matter by nature.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) There is authority in the Lord’s word, which is able to cast off the unclean spirit. Believers can also draw the power in the Lord’s word through faith to deal with the devil.

2) Even the unclean spirits obey Him. Today, how can we believers of the Lord not hear His word?

Mark. 1:28 “And immediately His fame spread throughout all the region around Galilee.”

YLT: “And the fame of him went forth immediately to all the region, round about, of Galilee.”

Meaning of Words: “fame”: hearing, report; “spread”: go out; “around”: all the areas, and all the places. 

Mark. 1:29 “Now as soon as they had come out of the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.”

YLT: “And immediately, having come forth out of the synagogue, they went to the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John,”

Meaning of Words: “as soon as”: immediately, instantly; 
Mark. 1:30 “But Simon's wife's mother lay sick with a fever, and they told Him about her at once.”

YLT: “and the mother-in-law of Simon was lying fevered, and immediately they tell him about her,”

Literal Meaning: “Simon's wife's mother”, it could be seen that Peter had married, and Peter took her around as his fellow-worker (see 1Cor.9:5). It was said that both of them were martyred for the Lord.

Spiritual Meaning: “his wife’s mother” stood for the Jews.

  “Sick with a fever” symbolized two points:

1) The Jews would suffer extreme misery in the great distress.

2) The Jews were exceedingly zealous of the law and the doctrines of their fathers (Gal. 1:14, Acts. 21:20).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we believers are zealous of things besides the Lord but neglect the Lord Himself, it is sick with a fever in the eyes of God.
2) When she was “sick with a fever”, she felt different from others, because she was the only one who felt fevered. All the abnormal excitement or zealousness may be “sick with a fever”.
3) “Being sick with a fever”, it also symbolizes the unrestrained temper. If we can not control out temper, we will be like the one who is sick with a fever and is abnormal in the eyes of others.

4) “They told Him about her”, we should pray for others who are in abnormal conditions. May the Lord show grace to them. 
Mark. 1:31 “So He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and immediately the fever left her. And she served them. ”

YLT: “and having come near, he raised her up, having laid hold of her hand, and the fever left her immediately, and she was ministering to them.”

Spiritual Meaning: this verse symbolizes that when the Lord comes again, the Israel will be touched by His coming and therefore the whole house of Israel will be saved (Rom. 11:26). They will be revived and serve the King Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord’s “taking” solved all the problems. Unless there is real contact with the Lord, everything will be done in vain.
2) When our hands that serve works only are touched by the Lord, the abnormal fever will leave and then we can perform true ministry to the Lord. 
3) One shall be healed first, and then enter the service. If we want to serve the Lord and the assembly, we must ask the Lord to heal the sickness in our life first. 
Mark. 1:32 “At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick and those who were demon-possessed.”

YLT: “And evening having come, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all who were ill, and who were demoniacs,”

Spiritual Meaning: we can see from the words that the Lord said to the sick person for many times in the books of Gospel, many disease was caused by sins (Matt.9:2; John5:14 and etc.). Therefore, healing the disease symbolized the remission of sins and dealing with sins.

Enlightenment in the Word: the whole world lies in the wickedness (1John 5:19) and is deceived by it. However, thanks to the Lord! He has delivered us from the devil and removed all the torment of our life. 

Mark. 1:33 “And the whole city was gathered together at the door.”

YLT: “and the whole city was gathered together near the door,”

Mark. 1:34 “Then He healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He did not allow the demons to speak, because they knew Him.”

YLT: “and he healed many who were ill of manifold diseases, and many demons he cast forth, and was not suffering the demons to speak, because they knew him.”

Literal Meaning: “did not allow the demons to speak, because they knew Him”, the Lord did not allow the demons to speak, for the witness of the demon could only arouse the misunderstandings of the people toward the Lord and even disturbed His works. 

Mark. 1:35 “Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed.”

YLT: “And very early, it being yet night, having risen, he went forth, and went away to a desert place, and was there praying;”

Literal Meaning: as a man, the Lord had to keep good fellowship with God the Father through prayer and thus drew power from God the Father.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord worked till deep in the night, and the next day He still got up early at dawn to enjoy the fellowship with God. No matter how many works there were, they could not disturb His fellowship with God the Father. The works had not occupied the necessary position of God in Him. This was why His works were efficacious. 

2) No matter how busy we believers are, we can not forget to set aside a period of time to enjoy the fellowship with God.

3) The most significant thing of serving God is that one should first know the will of God through prayer. One should never serve God according to his own will. 

4) One can not serve God without prayer. Sometimes, we may have no service, but we can not live without prayer.

5) The best time for believers to draw near God is the time before daylight. It has not only the quietest physical environment, but also the most peaceful and suitable mood in men. 

Mark. 1:36 “And Simon and those who were with Him searched for Him.”

YLT: “and Simon and those with him went in quest of him,”

Literal Meaning: “searched for Him”, it carried a meaning of “being in hot pursuit”. 

Enlightenment in the Word: every morning, we shall pursue the Lord with our spiritual partners together (2Tim. 2:22).
Mark. 1:37 “When they found Him, they said to Him, "Everyone is looking for You." ”

YLT: “and having found him, they say to him, -- `All do seek thee;'”

Literal Meaning: “everyone is looking for You.” ---- That everyone looked for the Lord was not for the sake of the Lord, but for curiosity, or joining for fun, or making Him the king, or even eating full (see John 6:26). 

Mark. 1:38 “But He said to them, "Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also, because for this purpose I have come forth." ”

YLT: “and he saith to them, `We may go to the next towns, that there also I may preach, for for this I came forth.'”

Literal Meaning: “that I may preach there also, because for this purpose I have come forth”, the Lord refused all those who sought Him, for He was unwilling to reveal Himself (see 1:44-45; 3:12; 5:43; 6:32; 7:36; 8:26; 9:30). Mark recorded it particularly to explain the Lord’s status of being a bondservant. He was neither willing to be advocated by others to be king, nor satisfied the curiosity of men or the desire of fun, for He had a single purpose on the earth, namely, preaching the word of God. He “had come forth for this purpose”. 

Enlightenment in the Word: when everyone was looking for the Lord (v.37), the Lord even left them intentionally. To be the worker of the Lord, one shall not seek “followers”, but fulfill the will of God wholeheartedly. 

Mark. 1:39 “And He was preaching in their synagogues throughout all Galilee, and casting out demons.”

YLT: “And he was preaching in their synagogues, in all Galilee, and is casting out the demons,”

Mark. 1:40 “Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, "If You are willing, You can make me clean." ”

YLT: “and there doth come to him a leper, calling on him, and kneeling to him, and saying to him -- `If thou mayest will, thou art able to cleanse me.'”

Literal Meaning: “kneeling down to Him”, it was a humble action, showing that he knew the authority of the Lord.

“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” ---- It shows that on one hand he knew his corruption and he needed healing, and on the other hand, he knew that the power of the Lord could heal him.
Spiritual Meaning: “a leper”, according to cases in the Old Testament, leper is connected with rebelling the authority and disobeying the commandments (see Num.12:1-10, 2Kin.5:9-14), therefore this leper is a typification of the disobeying people, namely, the Israel (Rom. 10:21).

In the Bible, leper is the typification of men’s unclean sins:
  (1) Which starts from the inner part, symbolizing that sin is out of men’s nature.
2) Which is difficult to be healed, symbolizing that sin is difficult to be changed.  

3) Which is contagious, symbolizing that sin is contagious.

4) Which can make men rot and stink to death, symbolizing the dirtiness of sin and the dreadful and miserable end of sin.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men’s flesh and nature, full of sins, always offend God. We are all lepers in God’s eyes.
2) This verse reveals us the conditions for being healed as a sinner:
a) Who has to admit his corruption and helplessness.
   b) Who has to come and worship the Lord and confess his sins.

   c) Who has to trust in the Lord’s power of healing.

   d) Who has to ask the Lord Jesus.
3) We have to come down from our own throne and come to the Lord with humbleness (“come and worship Him”) so that we will experience His power.
4) Many times we believe in the Lord’s almightiness and we dare not believe in His willingness. Believers should not only believe in His power but also His love.
5) The Lord’s “can” is the matter of His power. The Lord’s “willingness” is the matter of His will. The Lord’s power is dominated by His will.


Mark. 1:41 “Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, "I am willing; be cleansed." ”

YLT: “And Jesus having been moved with compassion, having stretched forth the hand, touched him, and saith to him, `I will; be thou cleansed;'”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus put out His hand and touched him”, men often do not touch lepers lest they may be infected with the uncleanness. However the Lord Jesus acted in an opposite way and brought cleanness to the one He had touched. 

“I am willing”. ---- It unveils that the Lord does not only have the power to heal men but also His heart was “willing”. 
Spiritual Meaning: “Jesus put out His hand and touched him”, the Lord’s touching was direct physical contact, which symbolized that the Lord came into the Jews by incarnation. He was the one whom the Jews had heard, whom had seen with their eyes, whom they had looked upon, and whom their hands handled (1John. 1:1).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord could say only a word to heal the leper, but He “touched” him ---- this was an action of love. The Lord is able to sympathize with our infirmities (Heb. 4:15) and our sufferings. He likes to enter our feelings (“Jesus put out His hand and touched him”) to sympathize with us.
2) “Touch” represents union in the Bible. The Lord, the heavenly doctor, heals us from our inner part through union with us. 
3) The Lord “can” heal the sick men as well as that He is “willing” to heal them. If He is “unwilling”, we can still not profit from His “power”. However, His hand is “powerful”, and His heart is “willing”.

4) The Lord said “I am willing”. Sinners are in the heart of the Lord. Moreover, He enters the feelings of sinners and feels sinners’ sufferings as if it were received in person. 
5) The Lord not only said that He was willing, He but also put out His hand and touched Him, indicating that His willingness was true and complete. If a man has not been saved, it is not due to the unwillingness of the Lord, but the unfaith of men as well as unwillingness of coming to the Lord. 
6) “Be cleansed”, there is power in the words of the Lord. Once the word is spoken by the Lord, it will take effect. 
7) Most of the works of the Lord are done by His words. If we want to work with the Lord together, we should firstly obtain His words. 
Mark. 1:42 “As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed.”

YLT: “and he having spoken, immediately the leprosy went away from him, and he was cleansed.”

Mark. 1:43 “And He strictly warned him and sent him away at once,”

YLT: “And having sternly charged him, immediately he put him forth,”

Mark. 1:44 “and said to him, "See that you say nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing those things which Moses commanded, as a testimony to them." ”

YLT: “and saith to him, `See thou mayest say nothing to any one, but go away, thyself shew to the priest, and bring near for thy cleansing the things Moses directed, for a testimony to them.'”

The Background: according to the law in the Old Testament, when a leper was healed, he would show himself to the priest. After the priest had pronounced him clean, he would be able to sacrifice to the Lord. After offering the sacrifice to the Lord, he would have witness before the people, thus becoming an unshakable fact (Lev. 14:2-20).
Literal Meaning: “say nothing to anyone”, it was because that the Lord knew what was in men (John. 2:25) and He did not want men to follow Him with evil motives. 

“But go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded.” ---- Since it was a transitional period and the time of grace had not come yet (the Lord had not fulfilled the great redemption by His crucifixion), the Jewish believers still walked according to regulations of the law in the Old Testament. 

“As a testimony to them”, it proved that the leper had been fully recovered and he was able to contact with others normally. 
Spiritual Meaning: “offer the gift that Moses commanded”, the “gift” typifies Christ. He is the proof for a sinner of being acceptable to God (see Heb. 9:9, 14, 24-28).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A man of heaven does not like to show off (“see that you tell no one”), but likes to hide himself. 
2) The Lord did not fully disregard the righteousness of the law (Matt. 3:15). Believers should not disregard the right and lawful testimony before men (“as a testimony to them”) on the excuse of being spiritual. 
3) After we are saved, we have to continually offer Christ and manifest Christ as to be acceptable to God. 
4) If an infamous sinner who has been saved has no testimony of repentance before the people, his testimony will be weak. 

Mark. 1:45 “However, he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to Him from every direction. ”

YLT: “And he, having gone forth, began to proclaim much, and to spread abroad the thing, so that no more he was able openly to enter into the city, but he was without in desert places, and they were coming unto him from every quarter.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) How humble and poor of many people who kneel down when seeking grace! However, having received the grace, they forget the Lord totally as well as the previous poor conditions. This is the mirror of many Christians. 

2) If one preaches the word of the Lord without hearing the word of the Lord, he will only find the contrary result ---- the Lord will no longer openly reveal Himself among them.  

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【A Model Worker of the Lord ---- the Example of John the Baptism】
a) Who did not preach other things ---- he preached Jesus Christ only (v.1).

b) Who did not live for other things ---- he lived for Jesus Christ only (v.2-4).

c) Who did not boast other things ---- he boasted Jesus Christ only (v.5-7).

d) Who did not know other things ---- he knew Jesus Christ only (v.8).

【The Ministry of the Forerunner】
A. “Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight (v.3).” --- to prepare the heart of men for the Lord;

B. “There comes One after me who is mightier than I (v.7)” ---- to point Christ to men;

【The Testimony of the Forerunner】
A. “In the wilderness (v.3)” ---- who stood in the transcending status;
B. “Who was clothed with camel's hair (v.6)” ---- who had no splendid appearance;
C. “And with a leather belt around his waist (v.6)” ---- whose conversation was constrained;

D. “And he ate locusts and wild honey (v.6)” ---- who did not receive the supplication of men;
【The Spirit of the Forerunner】
A. Who did not seek his own glory, but was only a “voice” (v.3);

B. Who “cried” (v.3) ---- be full of burden;

C. Who bore witness of the Lord (v.7-8);

D. Who was humble and held His status (v.7);

【The Result of the Lord’s Baptism (v.10-11)】

A. The heaven was open for Him.

B. The Spirit of God descent on Him.

C. There was sound of praise from God the Father in the heavens, who bore witness of Him.

【The Example of Jesus, the Bondservant of God】
A. Who had the experience of cross ---- being baptized (v.9)

B. Who had the pouring of the Holy Spirit ---- The Holy Spirit of God descent on Him (v.10).

C. Who had the word of God ---- a voice came from heaven (v.11)

D. Who had the triumphant life ---- who overcame Satan (v.12-13)

E. Who had the central message ---- The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel (v.14-15).

F. Who had followers ---- who called the disciples (v.16-20)

【One Certain Day of Jesus Christ】
A. He entered the synagogue in the morning and taught (v.21-28) ---- he preached the messages in the morning in the gathering.

B. He came out of the synagogue and entered Simon's house to heal his wife's mother (v.29-31) ---- he visited others in the afternoon.

C. When the sun had set, He healed many sick people (v.32-34) ---- he served those who were in need.

D. Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and prayed (v.35) ---- he held the morning watch.

【Three Different Kinds of Testimonies】

A. The testimony of John the Baptism ---- His life was worthy of His testimony (v.6-7; Phi. 1:27), so he was acceptable to the Lord.

B. The testimony of the unclean spirit ---- its nature and action are contrary to its testimony (v.24-25), so he was rebuked by the Lord.

C. The testimony of the leper after his being healed ---- he had not obeyed the command of the Lord (v.44-45), so he was unprofitable to the Lord.

【An Example of Prayer】
A. A prayer without scruple ---- he “came” (the leper could not come to be close with others).

B. An eager prayer ---- he “implored”;

C. A humble prayer ---- he “ kneeled down”;

D. A obedient prayer ---- “If You are willing”;

E. A prayer with a concentrated purpose ---- “make me clean”.
F. A prayer with great faith ---- “can”;
G. An effective prayer ---- “he was cleansed”.
Mark Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Service of the Bondservant the Savior】

A. To heal the paralytic (v.1-12);

B. To call Levi and sit with tax collectors and sinners (v.13-17);

C. Concerning fasting and the parable of the contradiction between the newness and the oldness (v.18-22);

D. Concerning the fact that the Son of Man is the Lord of the Sabbath (v.23-28);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 2:1 “And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house.”

YLT: “And again he entered into Capernaum, after days, and it was heard that he is in the house,”

Literal Meaning: “after some days”, after several days;

  “It was heard that He was in the house.” ---- This house might be Peter’s house (see 1:19).
Mark. 2:2 “Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them.”

YLT: “and immediately many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door, and he was speaking to them the word.”

Literal Meaning: “so that there was no longer room to receive them”, it meant that there was no room even outside of the gate. It was so crowed that even a drop of water could not trickle through them. 

  “He preached the word to them.” ---- The word “preach” meant doing unceasingly in the original.

Mark. 2:3 “Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men.”

YLT: “And they come unto him, bringing a paralytic, borne by four,”

Meaning of Words: “bring”: carry, bear, and move; “carry”: life up;
Literal Meaning: “a paralytic”: a man whose four limbs are paralyzed that can not walk freely.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We should often pray for weak believers (the “paralytics”), and bring them to the Lord through prayer (“come to Jesus”). Prayers that are out of faith must be answered by Him.

2) Men pay attention to the health of physical body, but the Lord stresses the health of one’s spirit. We shall look at our spirit more than body, and look at those are eternal more than those are temporal (2Cor. 4:16-18).

3) When we preach the gospel, we shall also bring those friends who come to hear the gospel by various vehicles (e.g. taxis, private cars and etc.) (to carry the paralytic) so that they can enjoy the advantages of the gospel.

Mark. 2:4 “And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying.”

YLT: “and not being able to come near to him because of the multitude, they uncovered the roof where he was, and, having broken up, they let down the couch on which the paralytic was lying,”

Meaning of Words: “bed”: stretcher, mattress;

The Background: “uncovered the roof”, it was a typical Palestinian house. The roof was flat, and men could climb up there from the stairs outside. Mats braided by branches sustained the flat in rows on the wooden beams. And there was a layer of thick clay covered upon and was run over by stone wheels. Such roof was easy to be uncovered.

Spiritual Meaning: a “paralytic” knows how to walk but can not walk actually, which symbolizing the condition of men in religion who are unable to do what they hope to do.

  The paralytic lay in the mattress that symbolizes rest, indicating that man in religion has the appearance of rest, but lacks the reality of rest.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When a man feels that he needs the Lord Jesus and draws near the Lord, he may be blocked by those who seem to be close with the Lord. However, we shall not be frustrated because of men’s obstruction, but seek the determination of surpassing the obstacles and rising above every difficulty
2) If we want to seek the grace of the Lord, we shall not fear hardships but pursue so that we will be remembered by the Lord.

3) They surpassed the compass of the crowd and let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying from the flat, indicating that they had transcended the large crowd around the Lord ---- men’s organization, natural thoughts, traditional explanations for the Holy Scriptures, rigid doings in ministry and etc. ---- in order to seek the Lord and walked in the way “above”, namely, the transcending way and the heavenly way. Therefore, they would surely obtain the grace.

4) Our prayer should break through the roof and reach the throne in the heavens. Many believers’ prayers seem to be dispensable and can not pass through the roof. It is no wander that such prayers have no effect.

Mark. 2:5 “When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven you."” 

YLT: ” and Jesus having seen their faith, saith to the paralytic, `Child, thy sins have been forgiven thee.'”
Literal Meaning: “their faith”, it referred to the faith of those who carried the paralytic as well as the paralytic himself. It also indicated that the faith of intercession was rather efficacious.

  “Your sins are forgiven you.” ---- It was the outward symptom that the paralytic could not walk, but the sins in him were actually the real cause of disease. The Lord here pointed out the matter of sins and exposed the real cause of men’s disease with a single remark.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Jesus saw their faith”. ---- Faith is visible. 
2) “Their faith”, the faith of those who brought the paralytic was on one hand the “corporate faith” and on the other the “practical faith”. 
3) When we are confronted difficulties, it will be the exact time that demands our faith. The living faith can be seen by the Lord and be praised by Him. 
4) Sin is men’s essential difficulty. Although one who is bound by sins has the will to do right, he has no strength to perform right (see Rom. 7:18). Therefore the removal of sins is the very condition for men to be healed. 
5) Religion teaches men to do what is good. It is full of doctrines, but lacks the living power of putting them into practice (the paralytic one stands for religion). In the religious world, everything is paralytic and can not walk for lack of life and energy. 
6) Not all the disease is the consequence of sins (John. 9: 1-3), but it has such possibility. Therefore when we are sick, we should come to the Lord and ask Him whether we have done something against Him. 
7) They prayed for “being healed”, but the Lord’s answer was “forgiving the sins” as well as “healing the disease” (see v.12). Although the Lord has not directly answered our prayer, He knows what we really need.

8) The Lord firstly forgave his sins and healed his disease afterwards. We shall deal with our sins before seeking the healing of our disease.

Mark. 2:6 “And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts,” 

YLT: ”And there were certain of the scribes there sitting, and reasoning in their hearts,”
Spiritual Meaning: “the scribes” stand for those who have knowledge and status in the religious world. They only condemn others but have no idea that they themselves are in sins.
Mark. 2:7 “"Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"” 

YLT: ” `Why doth this one thus speak evil words? who is able to forgive sins except one -- God?'”
Literal Meaning: “this Man blasphemes!” ---- The Jews held that nobody had the power of forgiving sins except God Himself. “Blaspheme” means that someone speaks beyond his own role and usurps God’s unique authority of forgiving sins.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall hear in humble and meek spirit. If a man hears in the spirit of resisting, opposing and carping at others, even though he hears the sermon of the Lord Jesus, he will still benefit nothing and suffer losses.
2) The scribes could not receive the words of the Lord for the sake of the old concepts in their hearts. Every time we come to the Lord, only if we empty ourselves could we receive the new words of the Lord (see Luke. 1:53).
Mark. 2:8 “But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, "Why do you reason about these things in your hearts?” 

YLT: ”And immediately Jesus, having known in his spirit that they thus reason in themselves, said to them, `Why these things reason ye in your hearts?”
Literal Meaning: “Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves”, the Lord is the one that searches reins and hearts (Rev. 2:23) and He knows men’s thoughts in their hearts.
“Why do you think evil in your hearts?” ---- The scribes held the thoughts of unbelief and criticism towards the Lord. They should not be so in the sight of the Lord.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The spiritual discerns all things (1Cor.2:15). May the Lord grant the spiritual insight. 
2) The Lord does not look down upon our thoughts and therefore we should ask the Lord to keep our thoughts acceptable to Him (Ps. 19:14).
Mark. 2:9 “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, "Arise, take up your bed and walk'?” 

YLT: ”which is easier, to say to the paralytic, The sins have been forgiven to thee? or to say, Rise, and take up thy couch, and walk?”
Literal Meaning: the Lord here did not say that, “which is more difficult?” because there is nothing too hard for Him (Jer. 32:17). “Remission of sins” refers to the matter of authority. “Arising and walking” speaks of the matter of power. The authority and power are both of Him (Rev. 12:10).

  In the sight of men, “your sins are forgiven you” was only a word out of mouth and nobody could see the effect of this word. However, the effect of asking one to arise and walk could be seen at once. Therefore the former seems easier than the latter. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men look at the outward result ---- “arising and walking”. The Lord sees the spiritual reality ---- “your sins are forgiven you”. We have to seek spiritual reality first and then seek the outward result so that we will avoid the artificiality and hypocrisy. Moreover, we shall also prove the inside reality by outward result, otherwise it will be only empty word. 
2) Arising and walking are the matter of power, and forgiveness of sins is a matter of authority. The authority is empty without power. The power is lawless without authority. 
3) Men’s difficulty is not how to “say” but according to what to “say”. Words without spiritual authority will have no spiritual power.  

Mark. 2:10 “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"--He said to the paralytic,” 

YLT: ”And, that ye may know that the Son of Man hath authority on the earth to forgive sins -- (he saith to the paralytic) --”
Literal Meaning: “the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”, “the Son of Man”: the Lord Jesus, who called Himself the Son of Man, which carried two meanings: (1) He has the perfect humanity. (2) He is the Messiah prophesied by the prophet Daniel (see Dan.7:13-14). 

That the Lord forgave the paralytic was the matter between Him and the person involved (the paralytic). However the Lord here meant to show His authority of forgiving sins through the more difficult thing in men’s eyes ------the paralytic’s being healed. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s diseases are usually caused by disease in their spirit. Many people get ill for they have sinned against God. Therefore the problem of sins should be solved first and then the disease will be healed. 
2) The paralytic one was healed for his sins were forgiven. And the sins are forgiven for the sake of faith (v.5) instead of works. It indicates that religion which stresses on works has no good before God. 
Mark. 2:11 “"I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house."” 

YLT: ”I say to thee, Rise, and take up thy couch, and go away to thy house;'”
Mark. 2:12 “Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!"” 

YLT: ”and he rose immediately, and having taken up the couch, he went forth before all, so that all were astonished, and do glorify God, saying -- `Never thus did we see.'”
Meaning of Words: “amazed”: astonished, wonder;
Literal Meaning: “and he arose”, his arising showed that he had been healed. His being healed also proved that his sins were forgiven. Obviously, the Lord Jesus has the authority to forgive sins (Acts. 5:31). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The most important principle of the glad tidings is that remission of sins is first and then the arising and walking. It is not sinners come to the Lord but the sinners walk out from the Lord. The Old Testament is to work and then live, and the New Testament is to live and then work. The former is works and the latter is grace. 
2) The man was carried by others before and now arose and walked by himself. When we serve the young believers in the assembly, we should serve them until they are able to walk by themselves. 
3) All that are saved by the Lord have the power of controlling their desire (bed) and they will have the experience of reigning in life instead of being slaves of flesh (Rom. 5: 17). 

4) It was the bed that “held” him, and now he “carried” the bed. The Lord’s salvation of life enables those who believe have the power out of them to do what they can not do before they are saved.

5) The Lord asked the paralytic to arise and walk. Obviously, the Lord’s word is reliable. If the seen is dependable, the unseen is dependable too. 

6) The spiritual thing on one hand seemed to be invisible by men’s eyes and be hard to touch by men’s hands. However, it seems to be real in those who believe.

7) They had never seen such things, for they had never seen God. If we often see God in our life, we will always see what we have never seen.

Mark. 2:13 “Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them.” 

YLT: ”And he went forth again by the sea, and all the multitude was coming unto him, and he was teaching them,”
Mark. 2:14 “As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, "Follow Me." So he arose and followed Him.” 

YLT: ”and passing by, he saw Levi of Alpheus sitting at the tax-office, and saith to him, `Be following me,' and he, having risen, did follow him.”
Literal Meaning: “Levi the son of Alphaeus”, he was also known as Matthew (see Matt.9:9), who collected taxes for the Roman Government. The tax collectors as Matthew at that time on one hand pressed their neighbors and on the other embezzled levies. Therefore the Jews loathed them extremely and regarded them as sinners.
“Sitting at the tax office”, “tax office”, it referred to the office in the street where the taxes were collected. Tax collectors usually sat there and waited men to pay taxes.
“Follow Me”. ---- The Lord did not say “trust me”, but “follow me”, for “trusting the Lord” is included in following the Lord. Christian’s life is a life that follows the Lord.
Spiritual Meaning: “sitting at the tax office”, it symbolizes the time when he is committing sins or doing iniquities.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is not that we look for the Lord, but the Lord comes to look for us. The Lord’s calling enables us to forsake sins and follow Him. 
2) The Lord even came to call a tax collector “who was sitting at the tax office” ---- who was sinning, indicating that the grace out of the fullness of Christ was not restricted by men’s conditions. 

3) If a man has not heard the Lord’s calling, he cannot follow the Lord. The moment the Lord’s calling comes, men have to obey. Levi did neither reason for himself and nor said that the account had not been settled, but followed the Lord immediately. It was inconceivable in the eyes of unbelievers. 
4) If the Lord draws us, we will run after Him (Song. 1:4).
5) The Lord asks us not only to trust Him but also to follow Him. Following the Lord is to keep the will of God in the way of the cross. Those who believe the Lord only but not follow the Lord do no good for God.
6) Christians’ life is to “follow the Lord”. Following the Lord is to partake in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of the Lord (Rev. 1:9). 
7) Levi gave up his leisurely career but found his reliance. He gave up the respectable income but found honor. He gave up comfortable security but received unexpected experience. 
Mark. 2:15 “Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi's house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many, and they followed Him.” 

YLT: ”And it came to pass, in his reclining (at meat) in his house, that many tax-gatherers and sinners were reclining (at meat) with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many, and they followed him.”
Literal Meaning: “was dining…sat together”, “dining”: to enjoy dining and wining. To dine with others is the indication of friendship. This feast was held by Levi, through which he showed his homage towards the Lord (Luke. 5:29). However other guests he could invite at that time, except for the Lord and His disciples, were all sinners and tax collectors who used to keep in touch with him and were also despised by the Jews.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord is so close to us that we can sit with Him together and share joy with each other (Song.1:12). 
2) After we have believed the Lord, we should also invite our relatives and friends to share our joy from the Lord with them.
3) Levi followed the Lord first (see v.14), and then his friends and workmates “also follow Jesus”. Only if the one who has believed the Lord has testimony, will those who are around him also be influenced.

4) It is easy for a tax collector to bring other tax collectors unto the Lord. Likewise, it is also easy for a sinner to bring other sinners unto the Lord. When we preach the gospel, we should firstly start from our friends and partners. 
Mark. 2:16 “And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, "How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?"” 

YLT: ”And the scribes and the Pharisees, having seen him eating with the tax-gatherers and sinners, said to his disciples, `Why -- that with the tax-gatherers and sinners he doth eat and drink?'”
The Background: “the scribes and Pharisees”, “the Pharisees” were the most exact sect in Judaism, who boasted that they had holy life, godliness and the knowledge of the Bible. Most of the scribes were the Pharisees, but not all the scribes were the Pharisees.

Literal Meaning: “the Pharisees”, they symbolized the conservative Christians, who held that God treated men with righteousness so all those who were of God had to keep them clean and not contact with sinners. However, the Lord’s actions were opposite to their religious concepts. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Pharisees measured the Lord with traditional religious concepts and could not keep up with the Lord’s actions. If we always adhere obstinately to old concepts of the Bible, we can not keep up with the Lord’s new guidance. 
2) Though men are unrighteous themselves, they like God to treat others with righteousness. Men blame God to show grace to men for they do not know God’s grace. Therefore the attitude of grace is criticized and blamed by men.
3) “Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners”, it indicated on one hand how humble the Lord was, and on the other how full His salvation was! We are all sinners who have been bestowed grace.

4) Though the Lord contacted with sinners, the Bible told us that He was separated from sinners (Heb. 7:26). Only He who has been separated from sins is able to draw near sinners. 
Mark. 2:17 “When Jesus heard it, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance."” 

YLT: ”And Jesus, having heard, saith to them, `They who are strong have no need of a physician, but they who are ill; I came not to call righteous men, but sinners to reformation.'”
Literal Meaning: “those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.” ---- The Lord reveals that He is a physician, showing that He treats men in the world with an attitude of a physician to sick person rather than that of a judge to sinners. In other words, He treats the world according to compassion and grace instead of righteousness (Rom.9:15).
  “I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” ---- “The righteous” here refers to those who are self-righteous. In fact, there is not a righteous one in the world, not even one (Rom.3:10). Therefore, if one holds the traditional religious conception and thinks himself righteous, he will lose the chance of obtaining grace, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (1Pet.5:5).
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord is our physician, who shall restore our life to normal.  
2) Unless the sick person admits that he is sick, he will not receive the help of a physician. Unless a sinner confesses that he is a sinner, he will not receive the Lord’s salvation. Those who think they are “healthy” and “righteous” may contrarily not partake in the Lord’s salvation.

3) The common difficulty of the world lies in the ignorance of their own conditions rather than the knowledge about the Lord ---- those who do not know themselves believe that it is not essential that whether they have the Lord or not. And those who know themselves hold that the Lord is very precious. 
4) If a man wants to be Christians, he shall firstly confess he is a sick person and then may help others as a nurse. 
5) In the sight of God, there is no difference between those who have pious appearance but are full of selfishness and jealousness inside as well as sinners and tax collectors. 
6) “I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” ---- Those who are self-righteous have never realized that they need salvation, so such men can never be called by God, for it is vain. 
7) God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence (1Cor.1:28-29).
Mark. 2:18 “The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were fasting. Then they came and said to Him, "Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?"” 

YLT: ”And the disciples of John and those of the Pharisees were fasting, and they come and say to him, `Wherefore do the disciples of John and those of the Pharisees fast, and thy disciples do not fast?'”
Literal Meaning: “Your disciples”, the Pharisees on one hand criticized the disciples of the Lord (see v.16), and on the other hand caviled at the Lord about “His disciples”. They always fomented dissension and stirred up discord between the Lord and His disciples.

Spiritual Meaning: “disciples of John the Baptism” symbolize junior religionists.
  “The Pharisees” symbolize senior religionists.
  Religion means “teaching according to certain principles”. It intended to teach men to fear God, but turned out to be a mere formality and even disregarded God and His son. The fasting is one of the letter and laws that the religionists keep. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The fasting used to be a manifestation of true piety and true repentance. However, if it turns to be a regulation, it will lose its real meaning. The fasting itself is not the aim and it should only be done under proper conditions. 
2) Both those who keep the regulations and do the letters (the Pharisees) and those who have not enjoyed the Lord’s grace enough (the disciples of John) need fasting. Men’s hearts cannot get satisfaction beyond Christ. 
Mark. 2:19 “And Jesus said to them, "Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.” 

YLT: ”And Jesus said to them, `Are the sons of the bride-chamber able, while the bridegroom is with them, to fast? so long time as they have the bridegroom with them they are not able to fast;”
The Background: in the Middle East regions during the old times, there were young relatives who companied the bridegroom to drink and celebrate for several days (sometimes it last a weak) before the marriage. After that, the bridegroom would leave to take his wife. Then, those with the bridegroom would feel lonely. 

Literal Meaning: “the bridegroom” speaks of the Lord Himself;

    “The friends” refer to His disciples;

    “Is with them”, it indicated the time when the Lord was with His disciples in the body;
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only those who walk with the Lord (the friends of the bridegroom) can often enjoy the rich feast. There will be abundant enjoyment in the Lord’s presence. Once the presence of the Lord is lost, the spirit will suffer hunger. 
2) The Lord is our bridegroom and He keeps fresh all the time. The moment we meet Him, we will be filled with sweetness, freshness and joy. 
3) The life and actions of those who follow the Lord should be only guided by the Lord Himself and His presence instead of the driving of the knowledge or reasons. 
4) The spiritual life of the saints in the New Testament is neither abstinence nor penance, but is characterized by the joy in the Holy Spirit (see Rom.14:17).

Mark. 2:20 “But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.” 

YLT: ” but days shall come when the bridegroom may be taken from them, and then they shall fast -- in those days.”
Literal Meaning: “the bridegroom will be taken away from them”, “be taken away”: be taken away by men forcedly; 

Spiritual Meaning: “the days will come”, it showed that the day of His crucifixion was impending. 

  “The bridegroom will be taken away from them”, when the Lord departed out of this world to the Father (see John 13:1). He would leave His disciples.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In order to be yokefellow with the Lord, believers sometimes need to fast and pray.

2) To those who wait for the second coming of the Lord the bridegroom, waiting with fasting is the proper exercise.
Mark. 2:21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; or else the new piece pulls away from the old, and the tear is made worse.” 

YLT: ”`And no one a patch of undressed cloth doth sew on an old garment, and if not -- the new filling it up doth take from the old and the rent doth become worse;”
Meaning of Words: “a piece of unshrunk cloth”: the cloth that has not shrunk, or the cloth that has not been made complete.
Literal Meaning: if the unshrunk cloth was “put on an old garment”, after the cloth is washed and dried up, the unshrunk cloth will shrink and pulls away from the old garment and the tear is made worse and irreparable.” 

Spiritual Meaning: “cloth” symbolizes our righteousness before God (Rev. 19:8). 

  “An old garment”, it refers to the good works done by religionists by their old natural life. They are full of flaws and holes and therefore religionists always do the repairing and improving work. 

    “A piece of unshrunk cloth” symbolizes the life and deeds of the Lord on earth. 

    What the religionists do is to “put a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment” ---- they only want to learn from the example of the Lord’s life and deeds but do not receive the salvation done by the Lord on the cross.

“For the patch pulls away from the garment, and the tear is made worse.” ---- If we only imitate the Lord’s works and deeds when He was on earth, our defects in deeds will contrarily be shown and it will be of no use. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Nobody could use God’s grace to make up our weak points of our old deeds.  
2) We should not mix grace and the law together. Once they are mixed together, grace loses its sweetness and the law loses its fearfulness. It becomes neither grace nor the Law.
3) In Christianity, the New Testament is not used to make up the Old Testament, but to replace the Old Testament. Keeping the law of the Old Testament may contrarily corrupt the faith in the New Testament. 
4) In the New Testament, there is not any regulation about the deeds outside, for we believers need only completely follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit in us. We should serve the Lord in newness of spirit instead of the oldness of letter (Rom. 7:6). 
5) If we Christians want to be acceptable to God, we shall receive the great redemption that has been done by Christ and put on Christ as our garment of righteousness instead of imitating the works and deeds of Christ on earth. 
6) The garment the Lord has made for the assembly is new and His work is “the new creation”. He had completely ended all the things of the old creation. Therefore we should not bring natural things and works of the world into the assembly. 
7) The Lord never uses the new grace to make up and maintain the old patch. When our works fall into the state of oldness, we do not need to do the repairing work but ask the Lord to give us another new cloth. 
Mark. 2:22 “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine bursts the wineskins, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But new wine must be put into new wineskins."” 

YLT: ” and no one doth put new wine into old skins, and if not -- the new wine doth burst the skins, and the wine is poured out, and the skins will be destroyed; but new wine into new skins is to be put.'”
Meaning of Words: “new wine”: wine being newly brewed; “new wineskins”: wineskins that have not been used before.
Literal Meaning: “wineskins” were sheepskins used by the Jews to put drink.

    “Old wineskins” were sheepskins that lack stretchability because of oldness.

    “New wine” has strong power of fermentation. The old wineskins cannot bear the force produced by the fermentation of wine and therefore are ruined easily.

Spiritual Meaning: “nor do they put new wine into old wineskins.” ---- The “new wine” symbolizes the risen and fresh life of Christ that makes men joyful, exalted and powerful. The “old wineskins” symbolize the old men of us as well as the religious ways. “Putting new wine into old wineskins” means that one only receives Christ into his thoughts, will and feeling of old men (soul). Religionists research Christ with their natural intelligence, treat Christ with natural emotion and decide to serve the Lord with their natural will. That is to say, they receive Christ totally with their natural men.

  “The new wine bursts the wineskins, the wine is spilled”, Christ can not be fully understood by our mind. Many times, our emotion may be broken down in some so-called spiritual things because of exceeding excitement. In addition, those who follow the Lord with their will shall be immediately offended by persecutions and tribulations (Matt. 13:21).

    “And the wineskins are ruined. But new wine must be put into new wineskins.” The “new wineskins” symbolize the new men of us, namely, our reborn spirit and renewed soul (Tit.3:5, Eph.4:23-24, Col.3:10, Rom.12:2). It will be effective if we receive and hold Christ through only exercising our spirit and using our thoughts, feelings and will that have been dealt with by the cross. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The new life of Christ (“new wine”), full of power, can excite and strengthen us. However, it can only be put in vessels that have been renewed (“new wineskins”). 
2) The “unshrunk cloth” (v.21) refers to the outward conversation. The “new wine” speaks of the inner life. Cloth is shown outwardly and wine is fermented inside. The former is conversation and the latter is life. The life given by the gospel in the New Testament to men is the new wine and the conversation given to men is the unshrunk cloth.
3) The Liberal Christians receive Christ as the “unshrunk cloth” (v.21). The fundamental Christians receive Christ as the “new garment”. The real Christians receive Christ as the “new wine”, but lack the “new wineskins”. Only the normal Christians use the “new wineskins” to put the “new wine”.
4) The Holy Spirit in us (the new wine) will get rid of the old conversation, deeds and habits (old wineskins). One should have the new life and new walking and new habits so that he can be a Christian. 
5) The “wineskins” symbolize the individual Christian as well as the corporate Christians ---- the assembly. Men’s organization is the “old wineskins”. If it is used to put the “new wine”, it will be broken sooner or later and the wine will be spilt and the presence of Christ will also be lost.
Mark. 2:23 “Now it happened that He went through the grainfields on the Sabbath; and as they went His disciples began to pluck the heads of grain.” 

YLT: ”And it came to pass -- he is going along on the sabbaths through the corn-fields -- and his disciples began to make a way, plucking the ears,” 
The Background: “Sabbath” is the seventh day of a week, namely, the present Saturday. It starts from the sunset on Friday to the sunset the next day. God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it (Gen. 2:3). The Israel was not allowed to do any work in order to remember that God had finished all the work (Exod. 20:8-11).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men that are hungry will have no rest. If men want to have rest, they have to enjoy Christ as their bread of life (John. 6:35).

2) “Grain” typifies Christ. Christ becomes our enjoyment after going through tribulations and sufferings (“pluck”) for us. 

3) Only the hungry will be filled with the good things (Luke. 1:53). Only when we are hungry in spirit, can we be filled by the Lord. 

4) The Lord Jesus is the first grain of wheat and we who have received grace are the much fruit (John. 12:24). Therefore the assembly is “the grainfields”. If the assembly only pays attention to regulations and ceremonies, probably everyone will suffer hunger. Christ Himself is of the greatest importance in the assembly. We should follow the Lord as wherever He guides us.

Mark. 2:24 “And the Pharisees said to Him, "Look, why do they do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?"” 

YLT: ”and the Pharisees said to him, `Lo, why do they on the sabbaths that which is not lawful?”
The Background: the Pharisees stressed on keeping the Sabbath so strictly that they even caviled about others. They added many unnecessary formalities to the Sabbath besides the Law of Moses and forced men to keep them. According to the Law of Moses, plunking ears with one’s hands and eating them were allowable (Deut. 23:25). However, there was no explicit law declaring whether it was lawful to plunk ears on the Sabbath. A statement was said that what the Pharisees really opposed was not plunking the ears on the Sabbath, but that the Lord’s disciples “rubbed the ears” with their hands, for it was accounted as doing work, thus going against the regulations of the Sabbath.

Spiritual Meaning: “the Pharisees” symbolize the religious believers who keep the regulations in the Bible. They stress on the regulations that do not handle, do not taste and do not touch (Col. 2:21) but neglect God’s real purpose of giving them these regulations.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To the hungry disciples, the regulation “don’t do any work on the Sabbath” is a burden. Even if they keep the form of the Sabbath, the reality of the Sabbath is lost. 

2) The Pharisees only emphasized on whether men keep the regulations on the Sabbath but neglected whether men have rest on the Sabbath. Today, the number of Christians who pay attention to the appearance is still more than that of those who stress on the inner reality. 

3) The Pharisees queried the Lord Jesus about regulations------the moment men are in the state of stressing on the apparent laws, they will stand on the position that is against the Lord.

Mark. 2:25 “But He said to them, "Have you never read what David did when he was in need and hungry, he and those with him:” 

YLT: ”And he said to them, `Did ye never read what David did, when he had need and was hungry, he and those with him?”
Spiritual Meaning: “David” typifies Christ. “Those who were with him” typify the disciples.

  “David” was the key person from the age of priests to the age of kings in the history of the Old Testament. Here, the Lord showed that He is the “true David”. He the true David has come and the age will also be changed.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When reading the Bible, we should pay attention to the dispensational character of the things mentioned in the Bible. For example, believers in the New Testament have not to keep the law of sacrifice and the costume of the priests in the Old Testament (many works in the Roman Catholic Church were to bring the Old Testament into the New Testament). 

2) In the beginning of the New Testament, spiritual gifts such as “tongue-speaking” and “divine healing” were in vogue. However in the last stage of the age of the Apostles, these were rarely recorded. It showed that these spiritual gifts existed for the sake of its dispensational requirement. If believers in the end of the world return to seek these Charismatic gifts, we may overlook the dispensational character of spiritual things. (Editorial Note: this doesn’t mean that there are no spiritual gifts today, but that we do not need to importune for them, for spiritual gifts are divided to each in particular according as the Holy Spirit pleases. 1Cor.12:11) 

Mark. 2:26 “how he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the showbread, which is not lawful to eat except for the priests, and also gave some to those who were with him?"” 

YLT: ”how he went into the house of God, (at `Abiathar the chief priest,') and the loaves of the presentation did eat, which it is not lawful to eat, except to the priests, and he gave also to those who were with him?'”
The Background: according to the regulations of the Law of Moses, only the priests could eat “the showbread” in the temple of God (Exod. 29:32-33). When David fled from the smiting of Saul, he and his followers ate the showbread (1Sam.21:1-6).

Literal Meaning: “in the days of Abiathar the high priest”, it was apparently inconsistent with the record in the Old Testament. David and his followers went to the Holy Temple to eat the showbread in the days of Ahimelech the high priest (see 1Sam.21:1-6). His son was Abiathar (see 2Sam.22:20) who became the high priest later. Therefore, some Bible scholars believed that it was a flaw made by the copiers of the Scriptures afterwards.  

Spiritual Meaning: David and his followers ate the showbread, but they were not condemned by God, for David had changed the age from the age of priests to the age of kings. 

    This verse showed that the Lord “the true David” had come and the age was changed from the age of the law in the Old Testament to the age of the grace in the New Testament. In the New Testament, men do not need to keep the Sabbath. 

  “The showbread” typifies that Christ comes to be our enjoyment of life. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The regulations and laws in the Old Testament have the transitional nature. They are a shadow of things to come, but the body of Christ (Col. 2:17). Believers in the New Testament do not need to obey the regulations and ceremonies since we have already obtained Christ. 

2) On the premise that we neither commit sins nor offend against morality, believers can adopt some expedient measures if it is necessary in the matters of following and serving the Lord.
3) Concerning the conversation of we believers, what is most important is that we should follow the Lord all the time. As long as we walk with the Lord in His presence, nothing can bind us. 

4) The true Sabbath is not obeying the dead regulations, receiving the full provision of the living Christ ---- we will naturally enjoy the rest after eating full.

Mark. 2:27 “And He said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.” 

YLT: ”And he said to them, `The sabbath for man was made, not man for the sabbath,”
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Sabbath is going to give rest to men rather than restrict men.

2) The regulations and laws in the Old Testament were established for men to know the coming Christ (see Col.2:16-17; Gal.3:23-24) instead of bringing bondage and burden to men.

Mark. 2:28 “Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath."  ” 

YLT: ”so that the son of man is lord also of the Sabbath.'”
Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus is “Lord of the Sabbath”, indicating that He has the authority of managing the Sabbath and He is the one who bestows men rest. He likes to give men rest and does not like men to be restrained by the regulations of the Sabbath.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since the Lord is “Lord of the Sabbath”, the standard is His words. Whether something is permitted to do or not on the Sabbath depends on Him. 

2) Those who work for the Lord of the Sabbath are not under the law of the Sabbath. 

3) Christ is Lord of the Sabbath. When we have Him, we have true rest. Everyday is the Sabbath, as it were. And therefore we need no longer to keep the regulations of the Sabbath. 

4) Today the problem is whether men receive the Lord, not whether it is on the Sabbath.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons
【Five Kinds of Men Who Heard the Word of the Lord】

A. Those who were willing to devote themselves to the Lord ---- the owner of the house (v.1-2)

B. Those who were concerned about others and had faith in the Lord ---- the four ones who carried the paralytic (v.3-4)

C. Those who were forgiven by the Lord and had experienced the mighty power of the Lord’s life ---- the paralytic (v.5, 11-12)

D. Those who looked on coldly and murmured in their hearts ---- certain of the scribes (v.6-10);

E. Those who witnessed the grace of the Lord and glorified God ---- the people (v.12);

【The Features of Tax Collector Levi】

A. He was in sins ---- sitting at the tax office ---- met the Lord (v.14a);

B. He immediately repented the moment he heard the word of the Lord ---- so he arose and followed Him (v.14b).
C. Once he had repented, he received the Lord and the disciples ---- Jesus was dining in the house of Levi (v.15a).

D. He invited his friends and workmates to hear the gospels ---- that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with … (v.15b).

【The Heart of the Lord and the Hearts of the Scribes and the Pharisees】

A. The Lord sympathized with the sufferings of the paralytic ---- the scribes did not care for the sufferings of the paralytic, but condemned that the Lord spoke blasphemies (v.1-12).

B. The Lord felt the need of sinners ---- the scribes did not care for the need of sinners, but condemned that the Lord sat with sinners (v.13-17).

C. The Lord was willing to have enjoyment with His disciples together ---- the Pharisees did not care for the fact of the bridegroom’s presence, but condemned that the Lord’s disciples did not fast (v.18-22).

D. The Lord sympathized with His disciples who were hungry on the Sabbath ---- the Pharisees did not care for the hunger of the disciples, but condemned that they had not kept the Sabbath.

【The Service of the Bondservant the Savior Was Going to Deliver Men From Religion】

A. Who delivered men from the incapability of religion (v.1-12):

1. Religion can not help the paralytic ---- who has no power to walk in the way of life.

2. Religion respects God apparently, but does not know the Son of God in fact.

3. One can be forgiven by believing the Lord only and obtain the power of life.

B. Who delivered men from the self-righteousness of religion (v.13-17):

1. Religion can only condemn others ---- despise the tax collectors and sinners.

2. Religionist can not understand the merciful bowel of the Lord.

3. One can be healed by the Lord (the remission of sins) through confessing his disease (sins) only.

C. Who delivered men from the traditional concept of religion (v.18-22):

1. Religion makes one afflict his soul.

2. Religionists can not understand the joy in the presence of the Lord.

3. One can enjoy the salvation in the New Testament (the new wine) through the new idea and new works (the new garment and the new wineskins) only.

D. Who delivered men from the bondage of religion (v.23-28):

1. Religion restricts men by regulations ---- it is lawful to do works on the Sabbath.

2. Religion has put the cart before the horse without knowing that the Sabbath is established for men.

3. One can be released through knowing that the Son of Man is the Lord of the Sabbath. 

Mark Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter

【Various Kinds of Men that the Bondservant the Savior Had Been Faced with】

E. The Pharisees that adhered to the indifferent attitude toward the sufferings of others (v.1-6);

F. The people that pressed on Him (v.7-12);

G. The twelve disciples that He had appointed (v.13-19);

H. The Lord’s family members who said that He was out of mind (v.20-21);

I. The scribes who blasphemed the Lord that He cast out demons by the ruler of the demons (v.22-30);

J. The physical and spiritual family members (v.31-35);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 3:1 “And He entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had a withered hand.”

YLT: “And he entered again into the synagogue, and there was there a man having the hand withered,”
Meaning of Word: “withered”: to desiccate, to shrivel, to dry up;

Literal Meaning: “had a withered hand”, the word “withered” was in the perfect tense, indicating that that hand was not born withered, but was caused by injury or illness later. 

Spiritual Meaning: “synagogue” symbolizes all the religions represented by the Judaism.

  “A man was there who had a withered hand”, “hand” stands for service. “Withered” denotes the lack of the vigor of life. It is like a picture, showing that though men in religion want to do something for God, they can actually do nothing for God.
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If our service (hand) is done according to reasons and doctrines rather than the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is “withered” service.

2) If the assembly lacks the provision of life, there will be lack of the power of service. If the local assembly where you are lacks members of service (“a withered hand”), there must be something wrong in the provision of life. Therefore we should solve the problem from its root by ---- to supply more positive provisions.

3) Christians should often pray in every place, lifting up pious hands (1Tim. 2:8). However, if one’s spiritual life is weak, he must lack prayers or even can not or will not pray. 

Mark. 3:2 “So they watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.”

YLT: “and they were watching him, whether on the sabbaths he will heal him, that they might accuse him.”

Meaning of Word: “watched…closely”: inspect alongside, note scrupulously; “heal”: wait upon menially, relieve, cure; “accuse”: reprove, plain;

The Background: according to the teachings of the Jewish rabbis, unless one was nearly to die, “healing” was forbidden on the Sabbath. This was because they believed that healing the sick person went against the regulation of “no working” on the Sabbath.

Literal Meaning: “so they watched Him closely”, “they” referred to the Pharisees (see v.6). They watched Him over, scheming to trip Him up to accuse Him.

“Whether He would heal him on the Sabbath”, it indicated that the Pharisees did not doubt that whether the Lord Jesus “could heal Him or not”, but that whether He “would do it on the Sabbath or not”. 

Spiritual Meaning: “whether He would heal him on the Sabbath”, the Sabbath was established for men to have rest. However, here there was a man who was sick, but he was not allowed to be healed on the Sabbath, indicating that there was only the formality of the Sabbath, but lacked the reality of the Sabbath. 
Mark. 3:3 “And He said to the man who had the withered hand, "Step forward."”

YLT: “And he saith to the man having the hand withered, `Rise up in the midst.'”

Meaning of Word: “step forward”, rise, and lift up (in a commanding tone);

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If that man was not willing to do according to the Lord’s words (“Step forward”), he could not be healed (see v.5). The condition of receiving grace is that one shall be willing to rise and receive the Lord’s words.

2) The obedience to the Lord’s first-step words will lead us into the second-step greater words.

Mark. 3:4 “Then He said to them, "Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?" But they kept silent.”

YLT: “And he saith to them, `Is it lawful on the sabbaths to do good, or to do evil? life to save, or to kill?' but they were silent.”

Meaning of Word: “life”: soul; “kept silent”: dumb, hold peace; 

Literal Meaning: “they kept silent”, if they answered “yes”, they could not accuse the Lord of going against the regulations on the Sabbath. If they answered “no”, they disobeyed their conscience. Therefore, they deliberately escaped the question of the Lord, and thus their hardness of their hearts was manifested (v.5).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Sabbath was made on account of man, not man on account of the Sabbath. The Lord values men above all.
2) The real servant of the Lord works without being restricted by regulations. If we really work for Christ, we are “doing good”. Though sometimes it seems “violating the regulations” apparently, it brings real provision to those who are served,

3) The Lord went against the laws of the Sabbaths for the sake of saving life, which showed that He came to deliver men from the religious customs.

4) He who wants to do good and save life has to catch the opportunity. He who misses the opportunity to do good just does evil. He who misses the chance of saving life just kills others.

5) If we look on indifferently when others need our help, we just have hurt them. If we stretch our hands to help them, we just save them.

6) The difficulty of men in words is that ---- men like to say what they need not say, but dare not to say what they should say. The faithful workers of the Lord should not shrink from announcing all that they should announce (see Acts20:27).

7) Sometimes, “keeping silent” was crafty, so the Lord looked around at them with anger (see v.5). Our judgment should not be vague or ambiguous because of our personal concerns. 

Mark. 3:5 “And when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. ”

YLT: “And having looked round upon them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their heart, he saith to the man, `Stretch forth thy hand;' and he stretched forth, and his hand was restored whole as the other;”
Meaning of Words: “with anger”: indignation, vengeance; “look around”: look all round; “grieve”: afflict jointly, sorrow at; “hardness”: blindness, callousness; “restore”: reconstitute.

Literal Meaning: “when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the hardness of their hearts”, “with anger”, it was a just attitude. “Being grieved”, it was a kind act. The Lord is both just and kind to men. However, men’s hardness shows their ignorance about the truth.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The man who had a withered hand heard the Lord’s word first ---- “he stretched it out” ---- and then “restored”. This is the principle of faith. If we follow the Lord through faith, we should also have actions according to the commandments of the Lord first and then see the gracious provision of the Lord. 

2) The words which the Lord has spoken unto us are spirit and are life (John. 6:63). If we receive, trust and obey the Lord’s words, we will obtain the healing of life. 

3) Nothing shall be impossible with God (Luke. 1:37). When the Lord gives the word, He will assuredly give power to men to obey His words. 

4) The man with a withered hand was not willing to stretch his hand out before men ---- men did not like to show their shortcomings to others ---- however the moment the Lord’s words was manifested (“stretch out your hand”), his hand was restored. 

5) “It was restored” showed that the Lord’s healing was perfect. The Lord’s working in us will enable us to be restored to be in line with the will of God.

Mark. 3:6 “Then the Pharisees went out and immediately plotted with the Herodians against Him, how they might destroy Him.”

YLT: “and the Pharisees having gone forth, immediately, with the Herodians, were taking counsel against him how they might destroy him.”

Meaning of Word: “counsel”: advisement, consultation, council; “destroy”: die, lose, mar, and perish;

Literal Meaning: “Then the Pharisees went out and immediately plotted with the Herodians”, “the Pharisees”, they were a sect that were zealous in the traditions of their forefathers. “The Herodians”, they were a political party that betrayed their Jewish compatriots and served other nations. The Pharisees even did not spare the conspiracy with their enemy in order to maintain the regulations of the Sabbaths. Obviously, they had put the incidental before the fundamental and emphasized the “customs” more than “men”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Pharisees wanted to kill the holy one of God indeed in order to maintain the regulations of the law. Many Christians who are fervent in doctrines often get into a fight in order to maintain the doctrines. 
2) Religionists are only fervent in the words and letters of the law and neglect the truth and reality of the law, so that they even regard killing as serving God (John. 16:2).

3) In the history of the Christianity, there were also many believers who struggled for reasons or letters and even killed those who were different from them by political power.

Mark. 3:7 “But Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the sea. And a great multitude from Galilee followed Him, and from Judea”

YLT: “And Jesus withdrew with his disciples unto the sea, and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judea,”
Meaning of Words: “withdrew”: depart, give place, turn aside; “follow”: to be in the same way with; 

Literal Meaning: “withdrew to the sea”, “the sea” refers to the Sea of Galilee;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) He who wants the appearance but refuses the reality can not obtain the presence of the Lord (“withdrew to the sea”). All those who desire to seek the Lord and follow the Lord will be under the Lord’s care and obtain His healing. 

2) What the Lord concerns is that men’s disease needs to be healed. He does not care for whether men have kept the customs.

Mark. 3:8 “and Jerusalem and Idumea and beyond the Jordan; and those from Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they heard how many things He was doing, came to Him.”

YLT: “and from Jerusalem, and from Idumea and beyond the Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon -- a great multitude -- having heard how great things he was doing, came unto him.”
The Background: “Idumea”: a call to the Edom by the Romans and the Greeks. Edom was the place where the descendants of Esau inhabited (see Gen.36:43). It was added into the domain of Judea in about 150 BC. Later the Edomite Herod became Herod the tetrarch of the land of Judea by relying on the Roman authority. 

Literal Meaning: “things He was doing”, “things” referred to all the things.

  “And Jerusalem and Idumea and beyond the Jordan; and those from Tyre and Sidon”, “Judea” referred to the west place of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. “Jerusalem” was the capital of Judea. “Idumea” spoke of the mountainous region in the south part of the Dead Sea, namely, the Sinai Peninsula at present. “Beyond the Jordan” referred to the east part of the Jordan River, which was also called Berea. “Tyre and Sidon” were seaports in the northwest of Palestine, namely, the Lebanon at present. 

  The series of names included the whole Palestine, which showed that the name of Jesus was spread speedily, giving rise to the anxiety of both the political and religious circles of the Jews who were afraid that the people would rebel.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Once Christ has revealed His fullness (teaching, preaching, healing the disease and casting off the devils), He will draw people from many places to follow Him.

2) Though there is a great multitude of people who follow the Lord, there is only a little part of people who really know the Lord (John 6:66).

Mark. 3:9 “So He told His disciples that a small boat should be kept ready for Him because of the multitude, lest they should crush Him.”

YLT: “And he said to his disciples that a little boat may wait on him, because of the multitude, that they may not press upon him,”
Meaning of Words: “be kept ready for”: wait on, adhere closely to; “crush”: afflict, narrow, throng, and suffer tribulation;

Literal Meaning: “lest they should crush Him lest they should crush Him”, it indicated that the crushing of the people was a hindrance. 

Mark. 3:10 “For He healed many, so that as many as had afflictions pressed about Him to touch Him.”

YLT: “for he did heal many, so that they threw themselves on him, in order to touch him -- as many as had plagues;”
Meaning of Words: “afflictions”: plague, scourging; “press about”: fell upon, lie on, and press upon; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The urgent need proves the blessing of God. If a servant of God has “lost his job”, it proves that the commitment of God has left him.

2) The more a God’s servant serves, the more the demand and burden will grow, and the more pressing the calling will be, and the more manifest of God’s presence will be. Therefore, those who serve God should not be idle, and business is normal.

Mark. 3:11 “And the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, saying, "You are the Son of God." ”

YLT: “and the unclean spirits, when they were seeing him, were falling down before him, and were crying, saying -- `Thou art the Son of God;'”
Literal Meaning: “the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him”, “the unclean spirits” refer to the unclean spirits attached in men. Though they knew the Lord Jesus, they had no intention to change their rebellious attitude. 

  “Fell down before Him”, the unclean spirits feared the Lord’s authority, but did not obey Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus came to the desert land, what He had met was either disease or the devil ---- this was the real portrayal of the world. However, the full and victorious Lord can deal with all the cases ---- He healed the diseases, and subdued the devil.

Mark. 3:12 “But He sternly warned them that they should not make Him known.”

YLT: “and many times he was charging them that they might not make him manifest.”
Meaning of Words: “sternly”: plenteous, greatly, much; “warn”: (straitly) charge, rebuke; “make…known”: manifest, reveal;
Literal Meaning: it was because Himself knew what was in man (John 2:23-25). For those who came with curiosity after hearing the name were mostly unreliable. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men in the world seek fame and status, but the worker of the Lord shall not care about evil report or good report. As unknown and well known (2Cor. 6:8-9).

2) All those who are attracted to a place or a man by the reputation may not be reliable. That men like to crowd to hear the sermons of famous workers is mostly out of curiosity instead of real desire for the Lord’s words.

3) The church does not build on the fame of ministers. Otherwise, if the ministers departed, the church would immediately become cold and low.

Mark. 3:13 “And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted. And they came to Him. ”

YLT: “And he goeth up to the mountain, and doth call near whom he willed, and they went away to him;”
Meaning of Words: “call”: call toward oneself, call for;

Literal Meaning: “called to Him those He Himself wanted”, “He Himself wanted”, it in the original means an action sourced from some subjective desire without any influence from any objective condition. That the Lord chose and called the disciples was totally according to His will that He pleased.

Spiritual Meaning: “He went up on the mountain”, “went up on the mountain”, it symbolized that He entered into the heavenly sphere.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) That we have become the Lord’s believers is totally because of the Lord’s selection and calling ---- it is the Lord that has chosen us according to His will, not that we choose the Lord.

2) Since the Lord’s calling is out of his own active intention, He will certainly take the full responsibility for His own selection. Since He has already chosen us, he will surely assume the responsibility of perfecting us till the end.

3) All those who had been selected and called by the Lord will be voluntarily willing to answer the Lord’s calling and come before the Lord.

Mark. 3:14 “Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach,”

YLT: “and he appointed twelve, that they may be with him, and that he may send them forth to preach,”
Meaning of Words: “appoint”: make, do; “with”: together; “send”: send out, set;

Literal Meaning: “He appointed twelve”, the words “appoint” and “work” have the same etymon. The former is a verb, and the latter is a noun. And “work” in the original carries the meaning of “masterpiece” and “psalm” (see Eph.2:10). Therefore, the men that he Lord appointed were also His workman and psalm. 

  “That they might be with Him”, “with” means to establish an intimate relationship, thus entering into closer fellowship with Him. 

“And that He might send them out to preach”, the words “send” and “apostle” have the same etymon. The former is a verb, and the latter is a noun. The word “apostle” originally meant the one who was separated, and later it referred to the one who was sent. Therefore, this sentence indicated that the Lord sent those who were separated by Him to preach His words for Him.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We believers are the workmanship of God, who are created in Christ by Him (Eph. 2:10).

2) “Twelve” is an eternal and perfect number. The Lord Jesus would make these twelve disciples a perfect testimony and type and take them as the foundation of God’s building in the eternal age (see Rev.21:14).

3) The commitment to the workers of the Lord is “to be with the Lord” first, and then “to preach the Lord’s words” ---- concerning men, and “to cast out the demons (see v.15)” ---- concerning the demons. When we serve the Lord, we shall firstly keep proper and smooth fellowship with the Lord and deal with the matters concerning men and the devil afterwards.

4) He who wants to work for the Lord should be firstly with the Lord. All those who have not been with the Lord cannot work for the Lord.

5) The Lord’s presence is first and sending afterwards. If there is not the presence of the Lord, there will be no sending. 

Mark. 3:15 “and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons:”

YLT: “and to have power to heal the sicknesses, and to cast out the demons.”
Meaning of Words: “power”: privilege, authority;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord will surely give “authority” to those who are sent by Him, which indicates that He must take the responsibility of supplying sufficient power to those who are sent by Him. The Lord’s sending and commitment will never go beyond His gracious provision.

2) Power is given to do the Lord’s work. Only those who are willing to receive the Lord’s sending are worthy to be given power.
3) The spiritual power in service is due to the Lord’s commission. If one has not been entrusted by the Lord, he will have no spiritual power and his service will consequently be of no true spiritual effect.
4) The spiritual authority has two kinds of use in the assembly ---- one is to cope with God’s enemy Satan and its ministers, and the other is to help men in their spiritual life, thus making them grow up and be perfected. 
5) The Lord Jesus came into the world to gain a group of people instead of the so-called works of the Christianity. He made His life into those He had gained at first and then through them He would be manifested among others. 

Mark. 3:16 “Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter;”

YLT: “And he put on Simon the name Peter;”
Meaning of Words: “Simon”: listen to; “Peter”: stone; 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A worker of the Lord must “listen to” (the meaning of “Simon”) the Lord’s words, and devote himself to the Lord’s building ------stone (the meaning of “Peter”, see 1Pet. 2:5).
2) Among the twelve apostles, the Scriptures had seldom recorded their histories except for the records about Peter in the Book of Acts. It shows that the Lord emphasizes how the Holy Spirit works through them instead of their own works.
Mark. 3:17 “James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, "Sons of Thunder";”

YLT: “and James of Zebedee, and John the brother of James, and he put on them names -- Boanerges, that is, `Sons of thunder;'”
Meaning of Words: “Zebedee”: God’s portion; “James”: usurper, to seize; “John”: God’s gift; “Boanerges”: the son of fury, a loud crier (a word from Aramaic);

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A Lord’s worker is one who is able to seize (the meaning of “James”) God’s eternal portion (the meaning of “Zebedee”) and God’s gifts (the meaning of “John”).

2) A man who is furious can also be used by the Lord and becomes an evangelist who preaches loudly (another meaning of the word “Boanerges”), for the Lord can change a man’s natural character into another strong point in the spiritual ministry.

3) James and John were called “Boanerges”, so they might have bad temper in their flesh. However, they became so gentle and kind in the end ---- which proved the abundant power of the salvation of Christ. 

Mark. 3:18 “Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite;”

YLT: “and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James of Alpheus, and Thaddeus, and Simon the Cananite,”
Meaning of Words: “Andrew”: man, mighty, overcomer, strong, masculine; “Philip”: affectionate, fond of horses; “Bartholomew”: son of Tholomew, son of wars; “Matthew”: God’s gift; “Thomas”: the twin; “Alphaeus”: interchange; “Thaddaeus”: wisdom; “Simon the Canaite”: listen to earnestly;
Literal Meaning: “the Canaite” was a Jewish revolutionary organization, which resisted the rule of the Roman Government over Palestine by force.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We should “be strong” (the meaning of “Andrew”) to do the Lord’s work

2) Bartholomew was also known as Nathanael (John. 1:45). The Lord’s workers should “deeply love” (meaning of “Philip”) God’s gifts (meaning of “Nathanael”)

3) Since the Lord’s workers receive double (the meaning of “Thomas”) gifts, the gifts will be changed (meaning of “Alphaeus”) into the wisdom and ability (meaning of “Thaddaeus”) that they can seize (meaning of “James”).

4) What is most is to listen to (meaning of “Simon the Cananite”) the Lord earnestly from our heart.

Mark. 3:19 “and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.”

YLT: “and Judas Iscariot, who did also deliver him up; and they come into a house.”
Meaning of Words: “betrayed”: bring out; “Iscariot”: the one with purse who is good at trading (the meaning of this word in Aramaic); “Judas”: worship.
Literal Meaning: “Canaite”, a city of the tribe of Ephraim, was near to Samaria.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The act of “worship” (meaning of “Judas”) is superficial. It is still possible for those who pretend to be workers of the Lord in appearance to betray the Lord.

2) Even Judas who betrayed the Lord was listed in the twelve apostles, which indicated that when the Lord got along with others, He only concerned about the will of God instead of His own benefits.

Mark. 3:20 “And they went into a house. Then the multitude came together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread.”

YLT: “And come together again doth a multitude, so that they are not able even to eat bread;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) As long as there is the Lord in the assembly, there will be gathering. 

2) The Lord was so busy for men that even He sacrificed His normal enjoyment ---- “they could not so much as eat bread”. All these diligence and toil were for the sake of us, but what have we sacrificed for Him?

3) The Lord Jesus did not concern for His own physical need for the sake of concerning about the need of “all the people”. The fundamental attitude for serving the Lord should be taking the concerns for others first and ours later.

Mark. 3:21 “But when His own people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for they said, "He is out of His mind." ”

YLT: “and his friends having heard, went forth to lay hold on him, for they said that he was beside himself,”
Meaning of Words: “lay hold of”: lay hand on, grab; “out of His mind”: astound, be astonished;

Literal Meaning: “He is out of His mind.” ---- The people did not say He had lost His mind, but that He was so zealous in religion that he had became uncommon (see Acts. 26:24; 2Cor. 5:13).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord’s works were so busy that He even could not so much as eat bread (see v.14), so the relatives said He was “out of Hid mind”. The one who really has the commitment from God usually does things going beyond bounds so that those who have only earthly insight may believe such man is “out of mind”. If we are not nearly “beside ourselves” when serving the Lord, it is still not sufficient (see 2Cor.5:13).

2) The natural love usually becomes a hindrance to serving the Lord, for man’s good intention may often be against the will of God. Man can only be delivered by the effect of the death of the cross (see Matt. 16:21-24).

3) The world does not understand Christians, so they often criticize zealous Christians as “being out of mind”.

Mark. 3:22 “And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebub," and, "By the ruler of the demons He casts out demons." ”

YLT: “and the scribes who from Jerusalem having come down, said -- `He hath Beelzeboul,' and -- `By the ruler of the demons he doth cast out the demons.'”
Literal Meaning: the scribes refused to confess that the Lord Jesus is from God (John.9:16), but they could not deny the fact that He had cast out demons. Therefore they slandered Him that He cast out demons by the ruler of the demons. 

  “Beelzebub” was the Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron (2Kings.1:2). The Jews changed its voice to call it “Beelzebub”, which meant “the king of dunghill”, also “the king of house”, because the devil possessed men, treated men as houses and occupied men’s body as the king of house.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Jealousy makes man lose mind and prejudice makes man lose light. 

2) Since men abuse and blaspheme our Lord, we can not expect others to treat us good. When we are misunderstood, persecuted and despised by others, we shall remember how men treat our Lord.

Mark. 3:23 “So He called them to Himself and said to them in parables: "How can Satan cast out Satan?”

YLT: “And, having called them near, in similes he said to them, `How is the Adversary able to cast out the Adversary?”
Meaning of Words: “Satan”: adversary, accuser;
Literal Meaning: “Satan”, the adversary against God, will never be adversary against itself. 

Mark. 3:24 “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”

YLT: “and if a kingdom against itself be divided, that kingdom cannot be made to stand;”
Meaning of Words: “divide”: share, disunite; “cannot stand”: cannot stand steadily; 

Literal Meaning: Satan has its own kingdom ---- this world is its kingdom, it is the king of this kingdom (John12:31). It can not bear any division. 

Mark. 3:25 “And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.”

YLT: “and if a house against itself be divided, that house cannot be made to stand;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The testimony of the church (house) lies in believers’ bearing with one another in love and being kept in the uniting bond of peace.

2) Any church has the condition of division, and there will be no building there. 

Mark. 3:26 “And if Satan has risen up against himself, and is divided, he cannot stand, but has an end.”

YLT: “and if the Adversary did rise against himself, and hath been divided, he cannot be made to stand, but hath an end.”
Meaning of Words: “end”: conclusion;
Mark. 3:27 “No one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. And then he will plunder his house. ”

YLT: “`No one is able the vessels of the strong man -- having entered into his house -- to spoil, if first he may not bind the strong man, and then his house he will spoil.”
Meaning of Words: “strong man”: mighty man, powerful man; “plunder”: seize asunder, spoil;

Spiritual Meaning: “a strong man”, it refers to the mighty and powerful man, symbolizing Satan. “A strong man’s house”, it speaks of the kingdom of Satan. “His goods and his house” symbolize the tools utilized by Satan, i.e. the world utilized by it and under its power (1John. 5:19).  

    The Lord Jesus had crushed the head of Satan on the cross (Gen. 3:15) and all that believe the Lord are set free by Him (Gal. 5:1). We have been delivered from the authority of darkness and translated into the kingdom of the Son of His love (Col. 1:13). 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men were God’s possession at first, but were then stolen by Satan and became its goods. 

2) The principle of our work is to bind first and plunder afterwards. The effective way of preaching the glad tidings is to pray to the Lord for binding Satan firstly. 

3) Every spiritual work is obvious plunder, not secret robbery. We Christians need not deal with Satan secretly. 

4) Believers’ prayers of faith can also bind Satan (Matt. 16:19, 18:18).

Mark. 3:28 “"Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they may utter;”

YLT: “`Verily I say to you, that all the sins shall be forgiven to the sons of men, and evil speakings with which they might speak evil,”
Meaning of Words: “blasphemy”: evil speaking, defamation, and vilification (especially against God)
Literal Meaning: “assuredly, I say to you”, “assuredly”, it means “amen” or “truth”, so it can also be translated in this way ---- “I amen say to you”, or “I say to you by truth”. The Lord Jesus said this for many times in order to firm the serious, admonitory and authoritative tone. 

Mark. 3:29 “but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condemnation"--”

YLT: “but whoever may speak evil in regard to the Holy Spirit hath not forgiveness -- to the age, but is in danger of age-during judgment;'”
Meaning of Words: “against”: at, forth, be hostile; “be subject to”: guilty of, be liable to;

Literal Meaning: If men repent, all the sins in both actions and words will be forgiven. However if one knows obviously that the Holy Spirit is working and yet deliberately despises and blasphemes the Holy Spirit, he just has restrained the Holy Spirit from working in his heart forever. In this way, it is impossible for him to repent of his sins, and of course he will never be forgiven.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) One will be forgiven if he had not obeyed the inspiration of the Holy Spirit for the sale of infirmity. Only those who have obviously known that something is of the Holy Spirit and yet say that it is of Satan will never be forgiven. 

2) Every behavioral sin of men can be forgiven. However if men are purposefully against the Holy Spirit and keep their hearts hardened to the end, there will be of no possibility for them to be forgiven.

Mark. 3:30 “because they said, "He has an unclean spirit." ”

YLT: “because they said, `He hath an unclean spirit.'”
Mark. 3:31 “Then His brothers and His mother came, and standing outside they sent to Him, calling Him.”

YLT: “Then come do his brethren and mother, and standing without, they sent unto him, calling him,”
The Background: according to the records from verse 20 to 21, the Lord Jesus could not so much as eat bread in order to keep the will of God the Father and His relatives said that He was out of His mind. Therefore they might have invited His mother and brothers to urge Him (Mark. 3:31).
Mark. 3:32 “And a multitude was sitting around Him; and they said to Him, "Look, Your mother and Your brothers are outside seeking You." ”

YLT: “and a multitude was sitting about him, and they said to him, `Lo, thy mother and thy brethren without do seek thee.'”
Spiritual Meaning: “outside”, it symbolizes that in the outside of the house of God (assembly).
Enlightenment in the Word: men can neither draw near to the Lord nor have fellowship with the Lord outside of the house of God.
Mark. 3:33 “But He answered them, saying, "Who is My mother, or My brothers?" ”

YLT: “And he answered them, saying, `Who is my mother, or my brethren?'”
Literal Meaning: the Lord did not mean to forsake His physical family members (see John19:26-27). He intended to reveal one thing by these words ---- relationships in the house of God was not based on relationships in the flesh. 

Mark. 3:34 “And He looked around in a circle at those who sat about Him, and said, "Here are My mother and My brothers!”

YLT: “And having looked round in a circle to those sitting about him, he saith, `Lo, my mother and my brethren!”
Spiritual Meaning: “those who sat about Him” refer to those who believe the Lord and seek the Lord. In the house of God, the physical relationship and union have been changed in to the spiritual relationship and union. 

Mark. 3:35 “For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother." ”

YLT: “for whoever may do the will of God, he is my brother, and my sister, and mother.'”
Spiritual Meaning: the Lord Jesus is the center of the will of the Father. Whoever does the will of God is His “brother” who helps Him, His “sister” who understands Him and His “mother” who loves Him gently.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The will of God is to bring us to enter into the eternal rest (Heb. 4:1-11). Therefore those who do the will of God will enjoy the rest in the house of God. 

2) Whoever does the will of the Father lives in the reality of the kingdom of God. He can surely establish a kind of heavenly relationship with the king of the kingdom of heaven and will become His family members. 

3) The spiritual relationship between the Lord and believers exceeds the corporeal relationship. Though we believers have responsibilities and obligations that we should take and fulfill, we should still put doing the will of God first.

4) All those who regard their spiritual brothers more important than their physical brothers will gain further spiritual growth and suffer less involvement in the worldly matters or pains caused by the physical relationship.  

5) Since the Lord exalts the spiritual relationship more than the corporeal relationship, those who worship Mary have obviously made a serious mistake. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【Men that Hindered the Lord’s Works】

A. Those who adhered to their prejudice and were hardened in their hearts (v.1-6);

B. Those who came to crush the Lord after hearing the reports (v.7-9);

C. The Lord’s family members who said that He was out of mind because He was so busy that could not so much as eat bread (v.20-21);

D. The scribes who deliberately blasphemed the Lord that He cast out demons by the ruler of the demons (v.22-30);

E. Those who did not know to do the will of God (v.31-35);

【The Comparisons Between the Two Kinds of Men】

A. Those whose hearts were hardened whom Lord had “looked around” at “with anger” (v,5) ---- those who did the will of God whom the Lord “looked around” (v.34);

B. The disciples that served the Lord and the people that pressed on the Lord (v.9);

C. The man that was possessed with the devil (v.11-12) ---- the disciples that had the authority to cast demons (v.15);

D. The Lord’s physical family members and spiritual family members (v.31-35)

【The Disciples of the Lord Jesus】

A. They were those He Himself wanted and were called by the Lord Himself (v.13);

B. They were appointed by the Lord Himself (v.14a);

C. They might be with the Lord (v.14b);

D. They were sent out to preach by the Lord (v.14c);

E. They had power to cast demons (v.15);

F. They were changed by the Lord ---- “being renamed” (v.16-17);

【Three Main Kinds of Equipment of the Lord’s Workers (v.14-15)】

A. Revelation ---- one shall understand the will of God through the fellowship with the Lord in His presence.

B. Commitment ---- One shall receive the special commitment from the Lord in the Lord’s “sending”.

C. Authority ---- One shall receive the spiritual “authority” from the Lord.

【The Principle of the Spiritual War】

A. If the group is divided against itself, house will not be able to stand (v.23-26) ---- we should keep the oneness.

B. One shall first bind the strong man and then plunder his goods (v.27) ---- we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places (Eph.6:12)

C. One shall not blasphemes against the Holy Spirit (v.28-30) ---- therefore, we shall cast demons by the Spirit of God (Matt. 12:28)

【How to Keep a Close Relationship with the Lord?】

A. One shall know the Lord’s words and deeds (v.20-21).

B. One shall neither “stand outside” nor far off the Lord (v.31-33).

C. One shall walk with and sit about the Lord together (v.34).

D. One shall do the will of God (v.35).

Mark Chapter Four
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Parable of the Kingdom of God and the Living Example】

A. The parable of sowing the seed (v.1-9);

B. The reason why the Lord used the parable and the importance of understanding this parable (v.10-13);

C. The explanation for the parable of sowing the seed (v.14-20);

D. The parable of the lamp and the measure (v.21-25);

E. The parable of the seed which grows and yields the full grain (v.26-29);

F. The parable of the mustard seed (v.30-32);

G. Without a parable Jesus did not speak to the people (v.33-34);

H. The living example of calming the wind and the sea (v.35-41);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 4:1 “And again He began to teach by the sea. And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so that He got into a boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the land facing the sea. ”

YLT: “And again he began to teach by the sea, and there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he, having gone into the boat, sat in the sea, and all the multitude was near the sea, on the land,”
Meaning of Words: “teach”: instruct; “gather”: collect, assemble;
Literal Meaning: “sit”, it was a habitual gesture of the Jewish rabbis when they were teaching others (see Matt.13:3).

Spiritual Meaning: “sea” was vast and symbolized the Gentile world (Dan. 7:3, 17). “A great multitude”, they were the people of Israel, who apparently sought the Lord but were hardened in their hearts in fact (see v.14-15; Rom.11:25). Therefore, they stood for the confessing Christians ---- who desired the blessing of the Lord only, but would not keep the Lord’s teachings. “Boat” was in the sea but was separated from the sea, so it symbolized the assembly. “The shore” was the place near to the boat but was not in the boat. 

  This verse indicated that the Lord had came out of Israel and turned to the nations because of the Israel’s rejection of the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though the Lord is a Jew, He is the Savior of all men (1Tim. 4:10).

2) There are hundreds of millions men who haven’t been saved in the world (sea) and are living an aimless and self-indulgent life. We should have the burden to help them.

3) The Lord is in the “boat” ---- the assembly. If we want to seek Him, we have to come to the assembly. 

4) We should not learn from the “great multitudes” who followed or pressed on Him only, but learn from the women who stretched out her hand to touch Him (Mark. 5:24-34), thus drawing grace from the Lord through the hand of faith.

5) The Lord’s works had both the aspect of “doing” as well as the aspect of “speaking”. What He had done was just to meet the very demand of men and solve their problems. All that He had spoken were messages of life (the majority of this chapter were the matters concerning the seed of life). 

6) The Lord had no formality or ostentation in His work at that time, as what He Himself said that “as you go, preach” (see Matt. 10:7) ---- “and again He began to teach by the sea”. Moreover, He flexibly used local materials in His preaching instead of using the stiff regulations or letters ---- took the matters in the daily life as the materials, such as sowing seeds, lightening lamps and etc.

Mark. 4:2 “Then He taught them many things by parables, and said to them in His teaching:”

YLT: “and he taught them many things in similes, and he said to them in his teaching:”
Meaning of Words: “parables”: illustrations, and samples;
Literal Meaning: “He taught them many things by parables”, “parable” is a way to express profound truth with things everyone is familiar with. If the parables are not opened, men will still linger in their vague ideas. It is not helpful to those who do not truly seek the Lord if they have vague idea concerning the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.

Mark. 4:3 “"Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow.”

YLT: “`Hearken, lo, the sower went forth to sow;”
Literal Meaning: “Listen! Behold”, the Lord called the hearers to pay attention to the teachings in the parables.

Spiritual Meaning: “a sower went out to sow”, “a sower” referred to the Lord Himself. “Seed” was God’s words, especially the words of the kingdom of God (see v.11,14). Seed has life and can grow, showing that the kingdom of heaven is a matter of life. Seed has to grow in the field and the field is men’s heart (See v.15,17).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We are born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by living and abiding word of God (1Pet. 1:23).

2) There is life in the Lord’s word and the life will grow. However the word of the Lord profits us only if it is mixed with faith in those who heard (See Heb. 4:2).

Mark. 4:4 “And it happened, as he sowed, that some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and devoured it.”

YLT: “and it came to pass, in the sowing, some fell by the way, and the fowls of the heaven did come and devour it;”
Spiritual Meaning: “way” is the place where men communicate with each other. “Wayside” symbolizes the heart that communicates with and receives worldly things randomly. “The birds” symbolize the wicked one (See v.15), i.e. Satan.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men’s “hearts” are the battlefield of God and Satan. The reason why men do not receive the Lord is that the devil has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving (2Cor. 4:4). 

2) The hearts of “wayside” have received various kinds of concepts. Those preconceived ideas weaken the effect of God’s words in their hearts. 

3) If our hearts are busy communicating with thousands of persons and things all the day, there will be no room for the word of God in our hearts. Even if we hear the word of God, it is still in vain.

4) The hearts of “wayside” are also hearts that are hardened. Since there is no stamping ground for the “word”, the word will be taken.

Mark. 4:5 “Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of earth.”

YLT: “and other fell upon the rocky ground, where it had not much earth, and immediately it sprang forth, because of not having depth of earth,”
Literal Meaning: “stony places” are not lands full of small stones but lands on the rocky ground with a layer of unfertile soil.

Spiritual Meaning: “stony places” are the lands that have not been ploughed, symbolizing the heart of men who live by natural love and whose depth of heart has not been dealt with. Therefore their heart is still as hard as stony hearts (see Ezek. 36:26).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We should take root downward and bear fruit upward (Is. 37:31). If we want the word of God to take effect in us, we have to let the word of the Lord be rooted and founded in our hearts. 
2) We must let the Lord remove the hardness of our hearts (“stony places”) and then the word of the Lord will be rooted and developed in our hearts. 
3) If one does not deal with any hidden sin or lust of the flesh, it will make his heart hardened as “stones” so that there will be no room for the word of God to grow in his heart. 
4) “They immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth.” It is easy to go out for those who do not let the word of God root deeply in them. Many people love to show off for they haven’t deeply touched the Lord.
5) If Satan can not completely rob the word of life from men (see v.3) to make them totally forget the word, it will make men linger in the “superficial” condition and do not seek deeper after men have received the word.
Mark. 4:6 “But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered away.”

YLT: “and the sun having risen, it was scorched, and because of not having root it did wither;”
Meaning of Words: “scorched”: burned;
Literal Meaning: “no root”, or “the root is not complete” so that it is unable to absorb sufficient water.

Spiritual Meaning: “the sun” symbolizes tribulations and persecutions (see v.17).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Only those who do not fear to pay price for the word of God are able to partake in the kingdom of heaven. 

2) Every one who is afraid to take cross has not rooted in depth (“no root”). Every one who stands in the Lord has gone through hardships (“was scorched by the sun”).

3) “Root” is unseen. “Have no root” means lacking the unseen or hidden part. The difficulty of many believers is that ---- though they have the obvious life, they lack the hidden life. 

4) To those who have root, the scorch of the sun (difficult circumstances) will help them to grow. To those who have no root, when the sun is up they are scorched and they will wither away.

5) Many people receive the Lord’s word with their emotion. The moment they hear the word of the Lord, they receive it with joy (see v.16) yet without any cautious thinking. Such man is not reliable. 

6) Christians who are swayed by their emotion are easy to be satisfied and also to get hungry. They are easy to be joyful and also to be sad. They are easy to be fervent and also to be indifferent. 

7) We Christians’ life should not be “superficial”. We should not have only the open life before men, but also have the hidden life before God.

8) The cross does not only separate sinners ---- whoever is saved, or whoever will perish. Besides, it also separates believers ---- whoever is overcomer, or whoever will lose.

Mark. 4:7 “And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop.”

YLT: “and other fell toward the thorns, and the thorns did come up, and choke it, and fruit it gave not;”
Meaning of Words: “choke”: crowd, drown, throng;

Literal Meaning: “the thorns grew up and choked it”, it means that the necessary space for plants to grow is deprived by the thrones so that the plants cannot receive their necessary sunlight and nutriment.

Spiritual Meaning: “thorns”, they were yielded after God cursed the earth because of man’s falling (Gen. 3:17-18), which symbolized things out of natural life, including the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches and lust of other things (see v.19).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If the devil can not tumble a believer with persecution, it will choke him by deceitfulness and delusions, making him maintain his life only without bearing any fruit. 

2) We can not love the world and God’s word together in our heart. The double-minded believers are unable to be perfected unto maturity. 

3) The heart of “thorns” has never been dealt with. On one hand it is not favorable for the growth of God’s words. On the other, it may easily hurt others. 
4) Thorns are able to grow without men’s sowing. Men need not to be taught to covet, or be anxious, or commit sins ---- all these are inborn. 

5) What really matters is whether men have enough room for the working of God’s word in their hearts. Some are free outwardly but are choked in their hearts. Some are restrained outwardly but are broad inwardly.

6) Satan often mixes something that is neither life nor of Christ into the life of Christ in order to prevent Christ’s life in us from growing freely or from gaining necessary status. 

Mark. 4:8 “But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred." ”

YLT: “and other fell to the good ground, and was giving fruit, coming up and increasing, and it bare, one thirty-fold, and one sixty, and one an hundred.'”
Meaning of Words: “increase”: grow, enlarge; “produce”: bear, bring (forth), rushing;

Literal Meaning: “but others fell on good ground and yielded a crop”, “good ground”, it means that such ground has few (or even not) the previous three states (v.4-7). Good ground enables God’s word to root deeply in men’s hearts and there is enough room for God’s word to increase and bear fruit. 

  “Some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty”, even though men have right heart, there are still differences in their capacity (see 1Cor.15:41). However, one men’s part, we have responsibilities that we should take. The more “self” has been dealt with, the more natural part will be decreased and the more folds of fruit will we bear.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Three kinds of ground among the previous four ones are not good and only the last one is good ground that is able to bear full fruit by the Lord. The way to attain fullness is straitened ---- the gate is always narrow and they are few who find it (Matt. 7:13-14). 

2) What is primary in the kingdom of heaven is man’s heart. It is impossible to reach fullness if one’s heart is wrong. Therefore we should keep our hearts more than anything that is guarded (Prov. 4:23).  

3) One’s heart belongs to the man himself. To be what kind of man is totally depended on what kind of man he desires to be, even God cannot force him. 

4) The Lord values not only whether we have life but also whether we have borne fruit and the condition of our bearing fruit. 

5) God purges and deals with us by the cross ---- this is the condition for us to bring forth more fruit (John. 15:2).

Mark. 4:9 “And He said to them, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" ”

YLT: “And he said to them, `He who is having ears to hear -- let him hear.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord’s word is open to all, however the carnal Christians can not understand the Lord’s word and only the spiritual Christians can hear (see 1Cor. 2:13-14). 

2) The kingdom of heaven originates from the word of God and the beginning of all the works of God also starts from His word (Gen. 1:3, Heb. 1:1-3). Since God has treated us with grace to give us the spiritual ears, we should listen carefully (Matt. 11:15, Rev. 2:7 and etc).

Mark. 4:10 “But when He was alone, those around Him with the twelve asked Him about the parable.”

YLT: “And when he was alone, those about him, with the twelve, did ask him of the simile,”
Meaning of Words: “around”: near, circumstance, about;
Literal Meaning: “disciples” refer to the group of men who are trained by the Lord to enter into the kingdom of heaven and to be His people.

“Asked Him about the parable”, there are two functions of “the parable”: 

1. To those who do not seek the Lord with their hearts, it is a punishment for them ---- seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand (see v.13-14).

2. To those who seek the Lord with their hearts, it is encouragement for them to remember easily, listen carefully and ask at all moments (see v.36, 51). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) There are many hearers of the word (v.1), but few ones that really understand the word. It is vain that hearing one may hear and but not perceive.

2) If one desires to understand the word, one shall privately come to the Lord and have close fellowship with the Lord and obtain explanation from Him when “He is alone”.

3) If believers want to perceive the mystery of the kingdom of heaven, they shall not only “hear” the Lord’s word “by the sea (v.1)”, but also go into the house with the Lord (see Matt. 13:36) and “ask” Him.

4) In order to enjoy the Lord’s word, believers shall not only “hear” the Lord’s word, but also “ask” the Lord about His word ---- seek the word and learn the word.

Mark. 4:11 “And He said to them, "To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in parables,”

YLT: “and he said to them, `To you it hath been given to know the secret of the reign of God, but to those who are without, in similes are all the things done;”
Meaning of Words: “mystery”: secret, hidden thing; “outside”: forth, outward; 
Literal Meaning: “the kingdom of God” is called “the kingdom of heaven” in the Gospel of Matthew (Matt.13:11), and is called “the kingdom of God” in both the Gospel of Mark and the Gospel of Luke. In a broadly sense, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven are a pair of synonyms. And in a narrow sense, the kingdom of heaven is a part of the kingdom of God, that is to say, the latter one includes the former one. The kingdom of God started from the past eternity to the eternity in the future. And the kingdom of heaven was counted from the beginning of the age of grace to the end of the kingdom of a thousand years.

  The mystery of God only reveals to those who desire to live in. Since others have neither part nor lot in the kingdom of God, there is no need for them to know.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) All spiritual and heavenly things are mysteries, e.g. the Lord’s presence, guidance, and words. Only believers know them, and all the unbelievers do not know them. 

2) Only those who really desire to live in the kingdom of heaven can understand the mystery of the kingdom of heaven, for it is unprofitable for those who do not really desire to live in the kingdom of heaven to know the mystery of the kingdom of heaven. 

3) Only those who have life experience in the Lord are able to understand the Lord’s word, for the Lord’s word is about the things of the kingdom of God. If a man wants to understand things concerning the kingdom of “men”, he needs the mature life of man. Likewise, if a believer desires to understand things relating to the kingdom of “God”, he has to seek and gain the grown life of God (1Cor. 2:14).

Mark. 4:12 “so that "Seeing they may see and not perceive, And hearing they may hear and not understand; Lest they should turn, And their sins be forgiven them."' ”

YLT: “that seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand, lest they may turn, and the sins may be forgiven them.'”
Meaning of Words: “perceive”: seem know, understand; “understand”: consider, be wise; “lest”: if ever; “turn”: come again, convert;

Literal Meaning: “so that "Seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand”, for natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, and he cannot know (1Cor.2:14).

  Such unbelievers’ eyes are blind, ears are deaf, and hearts are dull towards spiritual things ---- this is because their thoughts have been blinded by the god of this world (2Cor. 4:4).

  “Lest they should turn, And their sins be forgiven them."'” ---- God does not fear men repent and turn to Him, but men turn from one good thing to another better and more spiritual thing and yet lay God aside.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Without vision, one can neither know spiritual things nor hear the Lord’s voice through their natural comprehension only. 

2) Spiritual things seem to be nothing to those who do not seek the Lord with their hearts. It is of no effect even if they have heard.

3) Men’s merits, advantages, self-righteousness and self-complacency may sometimes prevent men from receiving the grace of God.

Mark. 4:13 “And He said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? ”

YLT: “And he saith to them, `Have ye not known this simile? and how shall ye know all the similes?”
Meaning of Words: “understand (the first one)”: see, know; “understand (the second one)”: perceive;
Literal Meaning: the real content of the kingdom of God originates from sowing seeds. Therefore, the parable of sowing seeds is rather important for men to know the mystery of God. 

  “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all the parables?” ---- It means that if men do not understand this parable of sowing seeds, he will never know any other parable.

  Note that the first “understand” refers to men’s inward subjective understanding, and the second “understand” is the outward objective knowledge. 

Mark. 4:14 “The sower sows the word.”

YLT: “He who is sowing doth sow the word;”
Meaning of Words: “word”: utterance, speech;
Mark. 4:15 “And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. ”

YLT: “and these are they by the way where the word is sown: and whenever they may hear, immediately cometh the Adversary, and he taketh away the word that hath been sown in their hearts.”
Meaning of Words: “take away”: remove, carry; 
Literal Meaning: if our hearts are willing to receive too many worldly persons and things (see the notes in verse 4), we cannot keep God’s word in our hearts to ponder (Luke.2:19) so that we can not understand the word. And then it is easy for the devil to snatch away the word that we have heard.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “The heart of the wayside” is the heart of evil communications (1Cor. 15:33). It desires everything and loves everything. Such heart is so mixed and disordered that God’s word is unable to be kept in them. 

2) “The heart of the wayside” does not desire to receive God’s word at all. Though such man has heard, he has not taken it precious. Once the wicked one slightly provokes, he will disregard the Lord’s word. 

Mark. 4:16 “These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness;”

YLT: “`And these are they, in like manner, who on the rocky ground are sown: who, whenever they may hear the word, immediately with joy do receive it,”
Meaning of Words: “receive”: take, attain; 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Natural man is rather superficial and is thrall to passions. As long as something takes his fancy, he will immediately “receive it with joy”. His reaction towards the Lord’s word is quick but cannot endure long. 

2) Those who act impetuously only love to hear good word but do not like to pay any price for the word. They are hearers of the word, but not doers. 

3) “The hearts of stony places” are easily to be touched by the Lord’s word in Spiritual Revival Gatherings. However they are both easily to be fervent and to be apathetic. 

Mark. 4:17 “and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they stumble. ”

YLT: “and have not root in themselves, but are temporary; afterward tribulation or persecution having come because of the word, immediately they are stumbled.”
Meaning of Words: “for a time”: temporary; “tribulation”: trouble, sufferings; “stumble”: trip up, offend; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22). 

2) To those who root deeply in the Lord, tribulations will help them to grow up and become spiritually mature. However those who are superficial without root will collapse at the first blow.  

3) “The hearts of stony places” want to gain heavenly blessings but fear worldly hardships. Even though they want to gain heavenly things, they are afraid of losing earthly things and consequently they hang in the air like Judah (Matt. 27:5). 

4) “The heart of stony places” may be called “half heart” ---- on one hand, such men receive with gladness (see v.16), and on the other, they are unwilling to pay any price for tribulations ---- they only want to “gain” instead of “giving”. That’s why they must have neither part nor lot in the kingdom of God. 

5) “When tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake”, it indicates that tribulations will be raised after one has received the word of God. It is hard to avoid being offended for any one who believes the faith for the sake of peace and material benefits. 

6) “Immediately receive it with gladness” (v.16), “immediately they stumble”, “immediate” reaction may not be good ---- fast believing, fast stumbling. One shall carefully study and search when hearing God’s word (see Acts17:11; 1The.5:20-21).

Mark. 4:18 “Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word,”

YLT: “`And these are they who toward the thorns are sown: these are they who are hearing the word,”
Mark. 4:19 “and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. ”

YLT: “and the anxieties of this age, and the deceitfulness of the riches, and the desires concerning the other things, entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.”; 

Meaning of Words: “cares”: solicitude, concerns; “deceitfulness”: delusion; “desires”: lusts, longing;

Literal Meaning: concerning those whose hearts are full of various cares, deceitfulness and lusts, though God’s word grows in their hearts, their fleshly lusts are always against the Spirit (Gal. 5:17, 1Pet. 2:11) and there is no enough room and position (“choke”) for the word, so they become “unfruitful”. “Unfruitful” means that the effect of God’s word cannot be fully manifested (see Heb. 4:12), i.e. it cannot bear fruit of life (see Matt. 7:16-20).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When the lust comes, there will bring about the consequences as follows: (a) it produces various cares and deceitfulness; (b) it obstructs the word of God from yielding effects in men (choke); (c) it makes life immature (unfruitful).

2) What the Lord cares is not whether you have received the life of God, but whether the life you have received from God has borne fruit. Though there are blades in the cornfield, if it does not bear fruit, the owner of the cornfield will gain nothing. 

3) What most hinders the bearing fruit of God’s life is cares and deceitfulness in men’s hearts, for they make us not abide in the Lord and be out of line with the Lord’s words. And of course, we are unable to bear fruit (see John. 15:4-8).

4) The Lord does not say committing sins makes us bear no fruit, but cares make us bear no fruit. Though money is not sin, it can encumber Christians and make us not grow well.

5) A man cannot spin and reel at the same time. If a man wants the Lord’s word bear fruit, he shall take his full heart towards the word ---- we believers should love God and God’s word with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our understanding (Matt.22:37).

Mark. 4:20 “But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred." ”

YLT: “`And these are they who on the good ground have been sown: who do hear the word, and receive, and do bear fruit, one thirty-fold, and one sixty, and one an hundred.'”
Literal Meaning: “bears fruit”, it means that one does the word that he has heard and understood (Matt.7:24; James.1:22-25), i.e. let the word of God be manifested in us.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The seeds are the same but the fruit is different. The effect of the Lord’s word differs from a hundredfold, sixty and thirty is the same, for the degree that men receive the Lord’s words is different. The more one’s heart is open to God, the more easily the Lord’s word will take effect. 

2) A man can completely decide what kind of land he will be and nobody can force him. Whether one bears fruit and how much one bears fruit totally depend on him. One has only himself to blame, and can never blame that God has not given His grace. 

3) The spiritual life can only bear fruit through spiritual revelation and vision. In other words, we have to grow up fully first and have our senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil (Heb. 5:14) and then bear fruit of righteousness (Pill. 1:10-11).  

Mark. 4:21 “Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a lampstand? ”

YLT: “And he said to them, `Doth the lamp come that under the measure it may be put, or under the couch -- not that it may be put on the lamp-stand?”
Literal Meaning: “Is a lamp brought to be put under a basket or under a bed?”, here, it means the lamplight should not be hidden.

  “Be set on a lampstand”, it indicates that the lamp should be set on a clear position to illuminate the surrounding places. 

Spiritual Meaning: “be put under a basket”, “basket” is a kind of measure made by wood and used to measure grain, so it symbolizes the cares of life. “Bed” symbolizes the coziness of life. That the lamp is put under a basket shows that believers are obsessed by the cares of life (being busy making a living). “Under a bed”, it means being occupied by the enjoyment of life (seek the coziness of life) so that the light is overshadowed.

“Set on a lampstand”, “lampstand”, the proper utensil to put lamp, symbolizes the life of bearing witness of the Lord.

The writer of the Gospel of Mark inserted the paragraph from verse 21 to verse 25 between the two parables of sowing the seeds, indicating that the Lord’s word is light ---- once we have received it, we shall not hide it. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The spiritual light in us may often be eclipsed by both the enjoyment of life ---- “basket” and the fleshly coziness ---- “bed”. Therefore, we shall usually live in the church ---- “on a lampstand”, we will have light.

2) The enlightenment that we have received from the Lord’s word may be covered under the basket or bed so that we can not shine because of our life cares and enjoyment.

3) Our life attitude ---- whether we live for the Lord or ourselves (see Rom.14:7-8) ---- has decisive influence on whether the light will be manifested or hidden. 

4) If we want to shine for the Lord in order to shine men around us, we have to overcome the cares of life (Matt. 6:24-34).
5) The lamp shines, for the oil is lighted up. “Oil” refers to the indwelling Holy Spirit. If we want to shine, we have to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

6) Everything that can prevent the Lord shining from us is the “basket and bed”. Everything besides the Lord, even the best thing, may turn to be the “basket and bed” that hide the light.

7) The light of Christians not only changes the outside way of men, but also affects their inner heart. 

8) If we want to see whether a man is spiritual or not, we have not to see how he acts in the gathering, but see how he acts in his family life.

Mark. 4:22 “For there is nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it should come to light.”

YLT: “for there is not anything hid that may not be manifested, nor was anything kept hid but that it may come to light.”
Meaning of Words: “keep secret”: hide, cover; “reveal”: appear, manifest; “come to light”: appear, bring to light (which enjoys the same etymon with the word “reveal”); 

Literal Meaning: there are several kinds of explanations for this verse: (1) the mystery of the kingdom of God is temporarily hidden and covered to common people, but will be revealed finally. (2) The word that we have received from the Lord is the light of life (see v.21; John 6:63; 8:12) that can neither “hide nor “cover”. (3) If Christians are unwilling to preach the word of the kingdom of God, God will raise others to preach it. (4) The sin of Christians’ hiding the true light cannot be covered before God in the future. 

Mark. 4:23 “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." ”

YLT: “If any hath ears to hear -- let him hear.'”
Literal Meaning: “ear” is an important organ of receiving the word of God’s kingdom. We should first “hear” the word of God and then it will produce its effect in our “heart”.

Mark. 4:24 “Then He said to them, "Take heed what you hear. With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and to you who hear, more will be given. ”

YLT: “And he said to them, `Take heed what ye hear; in what measure ye measure, it shall be measured to you; and to you who hear it shall be added;”
Meaning of Words: “take heed”: look at, be care of; “measure”: allot by rule, estimate;

Literal Meaning: “With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you”, “measure” is a kind of container used to measure food. Here, it is applied to refer to the attitude, motivation and manner toward men as well as the degree of these conditions.

Spiritual Meaning: “With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you”, it has two meanings: (a) how we teach the mystery of the kingdom of God that we have received to others, God will also reveal more mystery of the kingdom of God to us. (b) How we measure the word of God (namely, our attitude toward the God’s word), God will likewise give us with the same measure (it indicates that the fullness of the revelation given by God will be more than the willingness of our heart and the capacity to receive.)

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Selfishness” is a common fault of man in the world. However, we believers are willing to share what we have received without any “hiding part”.

2) One shall not hide any enlightenment from the word of God for his own spiritual benefits, but shall supply others with what he have received without any reservation or condition. 

3) The less the worldly things one can give, the more the spiritual things one will give.

4) The more one gives, the more he will receive. The less one gives, the less he will receive. It is an unchangeable principle. With a great measure with which you mete, it shall be measured to you greatly (Luke. 6:38).

5) The word of God is given to everyone according to his capacity. Moreover, God will give more to those who have large capacity.

6) How much revelation shall God give us is totally decided by our receiving measure. God will give us just the measure that we can exactly receive. 

Mark. 4:25 “For whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him." ”

YLT: “for whoever may have, there shall be given to him, and whoever hath not, also that which he hath shall be taken from him.'”
Spiritual Meaning: all those who have a right heart and have an understanding of the truth will receive more continually. However, all those whose mind has not opened have only a vague idea of the truth, so even what they think they have understood will also be empty. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) This verse shows the principle of the pursuit of spiritual things. The more you truly desire, the more you will be given. Otherwise, even what you have before shall be taken from you (see Matt. 25:29). 

2) The more understanding of truth one has, the more will he seek. And the more one seeks the truth, the more will he understand and receive the truth. In addition, if one has no reaction to the truth he has received and does not cherish it, he will receive nothing from the truth he has received. 

3) The more one uses his spiritual gifts, the more gifts he will be given. However, if he is slothful and seldom uses the gifts, what he has before will also be taken. 

Mark. 4:26 “And He said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground,”

YLT: “And he said, `Thus is the reign of God: as if a man may cast the seed on the earth,” 

Meaning of Words: “ground”: soil, land; 
Spiritual Meaning: “man” refers to the Lord Jesus. “Seed” refers to God’s word, especially the word of the kingdom of God (see v.14). Seed has life and is able to grow, which indicates that the kingdom of God is in the realm of life. The “ground” refers to men’s heart as well as the world where men dwell. The kingdom of God was started when the Lord Jesus sowed the seed of life into believers (see 1John 3:9; 1Peter 1:23).

Mark. 4:27 “and should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how.”

YLT: “and may sleep, and may rise night and day, and the seed spring up and grow, he hath not known how;”
Spiritual Meaning: “he himself does not know how”, it does not mean the Lord Jesus does not know how His word produce the effect in men’s heart, but that the principle of the growth of life is created by God and man can not fully understand it. 

  The parable of sowing seed from verse 3 to verse 8 shows that men’s heart plays such an important role in the growth of the seed. And the parable of sowing seed from verse 26 to verse 29 indicates that the growth of seed is completely decided by the power of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) He who sows the seed does not know how the seed should sprout and grow. The worker of the Lord should only preach the word of God without worry, for the word of God itself will have effect in man’s heart.

2) Man plants and waters, but God gives the increase (1Cor.3:6-7).
Mark. 4:28 “For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head.”

YLT: “for of itself doth the earth bear fruit, first a blade, afterwards an ear, afterwards full corn in the ear;”
Meaning of Words: “by itself”: spontaneous, of own accord; “full”: covered over, complete;

Spiritual Meaning: “for the earth yields crops by itself”, it indicates that “God’s word” itself has the power of life and it will grow in the normal heart (ground) of men.

  “First the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head”, it shows that the growth of “God’s word” in men’s heart has certain process and is according to some order and it will increase unto ripeness after some days. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) For every purpose there is time and manner (Eccl. 8:6).

2) If we have good heart (ground), God’s word will surely have the life effect in us. If we have not increased, the problem does not lie in God’s word, but in our heart. 

3) The growth of Christians’ life cannot be grown in one day, so we have to focus our effort on this matter before God and dwell in the Lord so that the life will increase gradually.

Mark. 4:29 “But when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come." ”

YLT: “and whenever the fruit may yield itself, immediately he doth send forth the sickle, because the harvest hath come.'”
Spiritual Meaning: it will be the “harvest” time when the end of the world comes. God will send the angel to harvest on the earth (see Matt.13:39; Rev.14:15-16) and those are ripe will be brought together into God’s granary (Matt. 13:30), and thus they are taking part in the fulfillment of God’ kingdom.

Enlightenment in the Word: the real service unto Christ is out of the sovereignty of the living God ---- “of itself” (see v.28), but not of any artificiality ---- “he himself does not know how” (see v.27). We shall “sow the seed” diligently and harvest “when the harvest has come” and entrust the process of growth totally to the hand of God. 

Mark. 4:30 “Then He said, "To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what parable shall we picture it? ”

YLT: “And he said, `To what may we liken the reign of God, or in what simile may we compare it?”
Meaning of Words: “like”: as; “picture”: reach a place, arrive; 
Mark. 4:31 “It is like a mustard seed which, when it is sown on the ground, is smaller than all the seeds on earth;”

YLT: “As a grain of mustard, which, whenever it may be sown on the earth, is less than any of the seeds that are on the earth;”
Meaning of Words: “like”: in that manner (which is the different word from the previous verse);
Literal Meaning: “the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed”, the Lord does not mean that the kingdom of heaven is like “a mustard seed”, but like the whole parable from v.31 to v.32.

Spiritual Meaning: the word of the Lord here implies that:

    1) The nature of the kingdom of God is life and is characterized by being able to grow.

  2) The kingdom of heaven is like herbs on the earth and it is temporary. It will be harvested after is has grown up.

      3) The word of the kingdom of God is for men as bread instead of other uses. 

      4) The kingdom of God is as small as the mustard seed and therefore the sons of the kingdom of heaven are little flock (Luke. 12:32). 

  “Sowed in his field”, the beginning of the kingdom of God is the Lord Himself (“a man”) who sowed His word as seed (“the mustard seed”) into the world (“his field”).

Mark. 4:32 “but when it is sown, it grows up and becomes greater than all herbs, and shoots out large branches, so that the birds of the air may nest under its shade." ”

YLT: “and whenever it may be sown, it cometh up, and doth become greater than any of the herbs, and doth make great branches, so that under its shade the fowls of the heaven are able to rest.'”
The Background: there is a kind of mustard tree in the Middle East. Its seed is very small but it can grow up into a big tree of three or four meters in which birds come and rest.

Spiritual Meaning: “but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and shoots out large branches”, “shoots out large branches”, it is not the will of the Lord but the result of the enemy’s destruction. Here it shows the accidental development of the kingdom of God, and its features are as below:

1) The kingdom of God becomes tall and wide and draws men’s attention and respect and also gives men protection.

2) It takes root deeply into the land, unties with the world closely and plans to stay on earth long. 

3) It can never be taken as food like herbs, which has lost its function of the spiritual provision. 

“The birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” ---- “The birds of the air” are Satan (see v.4, 15) and its angels (Eph. 6:12). “Branches” refer to the organizations of Christianity. It shows that the excessive development of the appearance of the kingdom of God draws the devil to hide itself in and many evil persons and things nest in the organizations of Christianity later. 

Some Bible exegetes explained “shooting out large branches” as that the kingdom of God was as insignificant as the mustard seed. After grown up, it would be large and be spread all over the world. “The birds of the air” refer to the Gentile nations. “Nest in its branches”, it means that people of all nations partake in the kingdom of God and have rest in it. This positive explanation about the ideal of the kingdom of God conflicts with the Lord’s explanation that “birds of the air” is “the wicked one” (see v.4, 15). Moreover, the birds are not a part of the kingdom of God, so we can only take it as a matter whose nature is different from that of the kingdom of God. Therefore, a proper explanation is that it refers to the abnormal development of the kingdom of God on the earth. Since the Constantine carried on the policy of the unification of the state and the church, the appearance of the kingdom of God became rather enormous so that the evil one took the chance to enter into the church on the earth and dwelt in it (Rev. 2:13).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) It is not a good thing of the excessive development of the appearance of the assembly, for it may easily bring in the hide of the enemy (“the birds of the air”). The assembly should keep its identity of “little flock” on the earth (Luke. 12:32).  

2) The secret of overcoming is to keep our position given by the Lord and be willing to be humble. God used Saul when he thought himself as the smallest. God found David when Saul was proud later (1Sam. 9:21, 16:1). 

3) If we puff up and pretend to be great and to be spiritual though we are not so in fact, we just consequently give room to the devil. 

Mark. 4:33 “And with many such parables He spoke the word to them as they were able to hear it.”

YLT: “And with many such similes he was speaking to them the word, as they were able to hear,”
Literal Meaning: “as they were able to hear it”, it refers to men’s attitude of receiving the “word” as well as the perceptive condition. 

Enlightenment in the Word: when the Lord’s workers preach the Lord’s words, they should preach according to the hearers’ perceptive condition and ability. Therefore, they should try to know the conditions of the hearers before preaching the Lord’s words. 
Mark. 4:34 “But without a parable He did not speak to them. And when they were alone, He explained all things to His disciples. ”

YLT: “and without a simile he was not speaking to them, and by themselves, to his disciples he was expounding all.”
Meaning of Words: “speak”: preach, say; “explain”: solve further, expound; 

Mark. 4:35 “On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, "Let us cross over to the other side." ”

YLT: “And he saith to them on that day, evening having come, `We may pass over to the other side;'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we work for the Lord, we should not be seized by the work itself. We shall not be reluctant to “cross over to the other side” and leave the crowed for the sake of the great efficacious work or the great number of man that we have gained.

2) We believers today are also sojourners in the world and are crossing over to the other side ---- the better and heavenly city (Heb. 11:13, 16).

3) That we follow the Lord is not though our own strength to “swim over to the other side”, but through the status of being in the “boat” of grace to “cross over to the other side”.

4) Since the Lord has said that “let us cross over to the other side”, He will surely take the responsibility of His own words. The faith of Christians is catching the Lord’s words. Once the Lord “has said” that let us cross over to the other side, we should “believe” that we will surely cross over to the other side.

5) The Lord said that “let us cross over to the other side”, not “drive down to the sea bottom”. Since we have the sure words of the Lord, we will never sink in the sea bottom even though the wind is strong and the wave is fierce.

Mark. 4:36 “Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. ”

YLT: “and having let away the multitude, they take him up as he was in the boat, and other little boats also were with him.”
Spiritual Meaning: “boat” in the Bible symbolizes the assembly; “sea” symbolizes the world. Though the boat is in sea, it is separated from the sea. Though the assembly sojourns in the world, it is separated from the world. There was only the Lord and His disciples on the boat. That is to say, the Lord and those who are of Him make up the so-called assembly.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord and disciples are the key elements of making up the assembly and both of them are indispensable. If there is the Lord without the disciples, the assembly will not exist on earth. If there are only disciples without the Lord, the assembly will have neither content nor reality.

2) When we follow the Lord, the most important thing is whether the Lord is on the boat. It will be a big problem if the Lord is not on our boat.

Mark. 4:37 “And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling.”

YLT: “And there cometh a great storm of wind, and the waves were beating on the boat, so that it is now being filled,”
Meaning of Words: “great”: big, exceedingly; “tempest”: disturbance, shake, waver; 
The Background: the Sea of Galilee was often surging because of the sudden tempestuous storm. The fierce wind attacked the valley of Jordan River from the north, and would speed up when it was blowing through the valley. When the stormy wind arrived at the offing, the billowing offing would make the boats on the sea rather dangerous. 

Mark. 4:38 “But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?" ”

YLT: “and he himself was upon the stern, upon the pillow sleeping, and they wake him up, and say to him, `Teacher, art thou not caring that we perish?'”
Spiritual Meaning: “asleep on a pillow”, it symbolized that the Lord seemed to pay little attention to the disciples’ difficulty. “They awoke Him”, it referred to the disciples prayers. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The assembly, in the world, is always attacked by the outside circumstances. Sometimes, the circumstance is so terrible that even the Lord’s presence seems to be lost (“He was asleep”).

2) As long as we have the presence of the Lord, no matter it is openly (He is awake) or secretly (“He was asleep”), we will not be shaken even though the enemy stirs up troubles.

3) Terrible circumstances always force us to come to the Lord to call upon Him.

4) If men see the fierce winds and surges, they will feel that all hope of being saved is taken away. However, if we hold fast the Lord’s words, it is convinced that we will not be killed (see Acts. 27:20, 22-25).

5) Men may usually complain about the Lord’s “not caring”. However, it is not the Lord does not care for us, but that we lack faith (see v.40).

6) When we follow the Lord, we shall learn to believe the Lord’s word absolutely ---- “cross over to the other side (see v.35) ---- instead of doubting or fearing because of the dangerous circumstances. 

Mark. 4:39 “Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace, be still!" And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. ”

YLT: “And having waked up, he rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, `Peace, be stilled;' and the wind did lull, and there was a great calm:”
Meaning of Words: “rebuke”: reprove, blame; “peace”: dumb, hold peace (a commanding tone); “be still”: muzzle, be quiet (a commanding tone); “calm”: tranquil; 

Literal Meaning: “rebuked the wind, and said to the sea”, the wind and sea had neither person nor consciousness. The Lord was rebuking the ruler of the authority of the air behind the wind and the sea (Eph.2:2) as well as the dirty spirit in the sea (see 5:13). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord’s word that goes forth out of His mouth ---- it shall not return unto Him void, but it shall do that which He pleases (Is. 55:11).

2) The waves in the sea were because of the wind in the air, so the Lord first “rebuked the wind” and then made the sea still, which indicated that all the confusion and roiling were due to “the ruler of the authority of the air” ---- the tricks of the devil. However, the Son of God has been manifested in order to undo the works of the devil and thus bring true peace to men. 

3) All the trouble that the assembly is confronted with is stirred up by Satan and its ministers.

Mark. 4:40 “But He said to them, "Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?" ”

YLT: “and he said to them, `Why are ye so fearful? how have ye not faith?'”
Literal Meaning: “why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” ---- The Lord reproached the disciples because they had lost faith in the power of His words and became fearful. They only cared for the winds and the sea before their eyes and forgot the words that the Lord had earlier commanded them ---- “cross over to the other side” (v.35).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What the Lord reproached was not their awaking Him (v.25) ------prayer but their fearfulness. The Lord likes us to “trouble” Him with prayers but does not like us to trouble ourselves with fearfulness.

2) He who is fearful is the one who does not know the Lord and forget the Lord’s words. Such man only sees other men as well as the circumstance, so he fears both men and circumstance.

3) We should let the words of the Lord change the circumstance, not let the circumstance change the words of the Lord.

4) Our prayers are supposed to be the manifestation of faith. However many times our prayers show our little faith. The Lord does not like our prayers made by little faith. 

5) To those who really know the Lord and know to hold fast the words of the Lord, the greater the outside wind is, the more his inside faith will be. The outside wind can not blow away their faith and on the contrary the outside wind is calmed by their faith finally. 

6) The Lord not only rebukes the wind and the sea (v.39), but also rebuked the wicked heart of unbelief. He is not only the Master of the natural world and the Master of men’s heart as well. 

7) The wind outside is not terrible. What is really terrible is the inside wind. No matter how terrible the outside wind is, as long as we do not let them blow into our heart, there will be of nothing to fear. 

Mark. 4:41 “And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, "Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!" ”

YLT: “and they feared a great fear, and said one to another, `Who, then, is this, that even the wind and the sea do obey him?'”
Literal Meaning: the word “exceedingly” is the same as the word “great” is the same word in the original. They were feared exceedingly for seeing the great calm. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Tribulations make us know Him more deeply------“who can this be?” just like Job heard of God by the hearing of the ear, but after tribulations his eyes saw God (Job. 42:5). 

2) The Lord is the king. The nature and all things shall obey Him. The demons hidden behind circumstances shall obey Him also. We who are of Him shall more obey Him.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【Four Kinds of Heart】

A. The heart of the wayside ---- those who are hard to receive the word of God so that the word is taken by Satan (v.4,15);

B. The heart of the stony ground ---- those who receive the word of God with gladness, but have no root in themselves (v.5-6, 16-17);

C. The heart of the ground of thorns ---- the word of God is choked by the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things (v.7, 18-19);

D. The heart of the good ground ---- the word of God can increase and bear fruit in such ground (v.8, 20);

【The Word and Men’s Heart】

A. The wayside where the word is sown (v.4,15) ---- the word has not entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not stable).

B. The stony ground where the word is sown (v.5-6, 16-17) ---- only a part of the word has entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not sufficient).

C. The thorns where the word is sown (v.7, 18-19) ---- a half of the word has entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not firm).

D. The good ground where the word is sown (v.8, 20) ---- the word has deeply entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is great).
【The Reason Why the Lord Preached with Parables】

A. The mystery of the kingdom of God is only revealed to those whose heart is right (v.11).

B. To those who do not desire to seek the Lord (who are outside), the parable is purposed to make them hear and not understand (v.12).

C. To those who desire to seek the Lord, they can understand all the parable if they have known the principle of the parables (v.13).

D. To those who like to hear the Lord’s word, with many such parables He spoke the word to them as they were able to hear it (v.33).

E. The Lord only preached with parables to those who were outside, but explained everything to His disciples (v.34).

【The Dual Responsibilities of Christians】

A. We shall shine others with truth (v.21);

B. We shall shine others with justice (v.22);

1. We should be honest (v.23).

2. We should treat others with justice (v.24).

C. The conclusion ---- the reward of God (v.25);

【The Works of Man】

A. To sow the seed laboriously (v.26);

B. To wait in rest (v.27-28);

C. To harvest joyfully (v.29); 

【The Seed of God】

A. The sowing of the seed (v.26) ---- it is according to the time (which can not be decided by man);

B. The growth of the seed (v.27) ---- it is rather wonderful (which can not be known by man);

C. The yielding of the seed (v.28) ---- it has its order (which can not be changed by man);

D. The harvest of the seed (v.29) ---- it is according to its law (which can not be handled by man);

【Who Can This Be?】

A. He is the Lord who guides our way ---- Jesus said to them, "Let us cross over to the other side" (v.35).

B. He is the Lord who is with us ---- when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was (v.36).

C. He is the Lord who tries the disciples ---- Jesus was in the stern, asleep on a pillow (v.37-38a).

D. He is the Lord who grants those who ask Him ---- they awoke Him…and there was a great calm (v.38a-39).

E. He is the Lord who teaches the disciples ---- Jesus said to them,"Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?" (v.40)

F. He is the Lord of all things ---- that even the wind and the sea obey Him! (v.41).

Mark Chapter Five
I. Content of the Chapter

【Three Things that the Bondman the Savior Had Done for Man】

I. Who delivered man from the demon ---- to cast the demon to the herd of swine (v.1-20);

J. Who made man no longer consume his life ---- to heal the woman who had a flow of blood (v.25-34);

K. Who made man risen from the dead ---- to raise the daughter of Jairus (v.21-24, 35-43);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 5:1 “Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes.”

YLT: “And they came to the other side of the sea, to the region of the Gadarenes,”
Meaning of Words: “Gadarenes”: the reward in the end;
Literal Meaning: “Gadarenes”, it was not far from the Sea of Galilee. Since a large herd of swine was feeding there (v.11), it had to be a place where many Gentiles inhabited. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
7) The disciples had finally “came to the other side of the sea” after strong wind and heavy swell. Though we believers have tribulations in the world, we will surely arrive at our destination as long as we have the presence of the Lord.

8) If we believers can keep the words of the Lord in the world, we will definitely receive “the reward in the end (the meaning in the original of the word ‘Gadarenes’)” in the future.

Mark. 5:2 “And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,”

YLT: “and he having come forth out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,”
Meaning of Words: “meet”: encounter;
The Background: “out of the tombs”, most of the tombs in the Middle East were caves, which could both be used to bury the corpse and live for living person.

Spiritual Meaning: “a man with an unclean spirit”, that a man is possessed by the devil symbolizes that men in the world are ruled by the devil.

  “Out of the tombs”, the “tomb” connects both the dead and the hell (see Ps.88:3, 5).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In this society there are demon-possessed men everywhere such as heavy smokers, drunkards, the confirmed gamblers, novels addicts, movie addicts and sport addicts. 

2) The demon-possessed men live a life as dark and dirty as that in the tombs. It is not only others cannot control such men, even they themselves have no command over themselves.

3) Believers should never give room to the devil lest we should be ruled by it.

Mark. 5:3 “who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains,”

YLT: “who had his dwelling in the tombs, and not even with chains was any one able to bind him,”
Meaning of Words: “had his dwelling among”: had his permanent residence; “bind”: knit, tie;.

Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows the conditions of men who are possessed by the devil:

1. “Had his dwelling among the tombs”, they live a dark and dirty life.

2. “No one could bind him”, they cannot be controlled by anyone.

3. “Not even with chains”, even the best method that men can find out is of no effect to them. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The whole world lies in the wicked (1John 5:19). No one can overcome it through men’s power.

2) The sin that dwells in men can not be controlled by men’s will of desiring to do good ---- for to will is there with me, but to do right not (see Rom. 7:17-18). 

Mark. 5:4 “because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him.”

YLT: “because that he many times with fetters and chains had been bound, and pulled in pieces by him had been the chains, and the fetters broken in pieces, and none was able to tame him,”
Meaning of Words: “pull apart”: draw apart, sever, dismember; “broken”: crush completely, shatter; “tame”: subdue; 

Spiritual Meaning: in order to deal with those who are possessed and controlled by the demon, the best way that the world can find out is merely “to bind them with shackles and chains”, namely, to forbid with laws and political regulations, to suppress by force, to restrict by public opinion, to rule by ceremonies and social customs and to govern by the conscience and etc. However, all of these means are turned out to be a failure, for the corruption of men’s heart has not been subdued. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the devil may possess men, but men cannot subdue it. 
Mark. 5:5 “And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting himself with stones.”

YLT: “and always, night and day, in the mountains, and in the tombs he was, crying and cutting himself with stones.”
Meaning of Words: “cry out”: creek; “cut”: chop down;

Spiritual Meaning: “always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out”, “crying out”, it is a kind of meaningless voice, which symbolizes that those who are possessed by the devil often say some meaningless or boring words, e.g. lies, corrupt word, clamor, injurious language, filthiness, foolish talking, or jesting (see Eph.4:25-31; 5:4).

  “Cutting himself with stones”, it means that he does things hurting his body, e.g. smoking, drinking, drug taking, fornication and gambling and etc.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) To say any unnecessary words is like those demon-possessed men who cry out and annoy others. 

2) Every one who is possessed by the devil cut himself with stones.

Mark. 5:6 “When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him.”

YLT: “And, having seen Jesus from afar, he ran and bowed before him,”
Literal Meaning: “he ran and worshiped Him”, it was not the true “worship” in spirit, but only an act of “kneeling down” or “falling”.

Enlightenment in the Word: once Christ came, the devil saw from afar, and automatically surrendered to the Lord, indicating that casting the devil was not depended on the outward fleshly crying, but the real stature of Christ. 

Mark. 5:7 “And he cried out with a loud voice and said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me." ”

YLT: “and having called with a loud voice, he said, `What -- to me and to thee, Jesus, Son of God the Most High? I adjure thee by God, mayest thou not afflict me!'”

Literal Meaning: “Son of the Most High God”, “the Most High God” is a form of address that the Gentiles call Jehovah the Lord (see Gen.14:18; Num.24:16; Is. 14:14; Dan.3:26; 4:2; Acts16:17). The unclean spirit knows the Lord Jesus.

  “What have we to do with you?” ---- The attitude of the demons is like that of those who admit the existence of God in the world but do not want to make God govern in their lives.

  “Do not torment me”, the devil knew that its end in the future was the eternal fire (see Matt.25:41), but did not fear and only besought the Lord that he would not command them to go away into the bottomless pit (see Luke 8:31). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” ---- The devil knew that the Lord Jesus is Son of God and they had nothing to do with Him. It shows that the intellectual knowledge is not profitable to us if it is not mixed with a heart of faith and obedience.
2) There is neither part for Christ along with the devil, nor consent of that of God with that of the devil (see 2Cor.6:14-16). Therefore, we believers shall not take part in the matters of heresies.

3) Many nominal Christians also worship the Lord Jesus (see v.6) and call Him the Son of God, but their deeds and words have nothing to do with the Lord. One can well imagine their end. 

4) The devil fears to be tormented, but it specially torment others. Moreover, the devil makes men suffer more tribulations in order to avoid its own torments. 
5) Everytime we preach the glad tidings to the world, the general reaction of men is that to believe the Lord right now is a kind of torment. They expect to enjoy their life when they are young, and will come to believe the Lord when they are old.
Mark. 5:8 “For He said to him, "Come out of the man, unclean spirit!" ”

YLT: “(for he said to him, `Come forth, spirit unclean, out of the man,')”

 

Mark. 5:9 “Then He asked him, "What is your name?" And he answered, saying, "My name is Legion; for we are many." ”

YLT: “and he was questioning him, `What thy name?' and he answered, saying, `Legion my name, because we are many;'”

Literal Meaning: “My name is Legion”, the word “Legion” in the original refers to the army group or legion. According to the establishment of the Roman army, there are about three thousand to six thousand soldiers in a army group.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter how great the number of the unclean spirits was, they had to obey the word of the Lord Jesus. In the spiritual war, we should not see the outward condition, but believe the word of God.

2) There are usually many demons in sinners, e.g. the smokers, the drunkards, the confirmed gamblers and etc. 

Mark. 5:10 “Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country.”

YLT: “and he was calling on him much, that he may not send them out of the region.”

Meaning of Words: “earnestly”: much; “country”: place, region;
Literal Meaning: the unclean spirit is a kind of evil spirit that is seperated from the physical bodies. It usually rests itself in certain bodies, so it usually possesses the body of men. It explained why these demons begged the Lord earnestly not to cast them out. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The devil is deceitful and is usually capricious. It oppresses that it can oppress. However, when it is powerless, it begs and begs earnestly.

2) All the deeds of the devil are for the sake of itself. It has not mercy, but begs others to show mercy to it.

Mark. 5:11 “Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains.”

YLT: “And there was there, near the mountains, a great herd of swine feeding,”

The Background: “swine” is unclean in God’s eyes (Lev. 11:7, 2Pet. 2:22). Generally, the Jews did not raise swine at that time because the swine could neither be sacrificed to God nor used as food (the Jews do not eat pork). Therefore the swine might be kept by the gentiles.

Spiritual Meaning: “those who kept the swine” typify a group of people in the society. They seem to be normal from their appearance, handling all kinds of professions diligently day and night, but they neither work for God nor for the assembly.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter how noble our professional job is, if we do not work for the Lord and the assembly, we are unacceptable to God just like those who kept the swine.
2) The feature of swine is that it keeps feeding but in the end it becomes men’s food. The feature of the world is that men in the world keep seeking earthly enjoyment but they turn out to be the devil’s enjoyment. 

Mark. 5:12 “So all the demons begged Him, saying, "Send us to the swine, that we may enter them." ”

YLT: “and all the demons did call upon him, saying, `Send us to the swine, that into them we may enter;'”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If the demons cannot play with men in them directly, they will play with men by outside things (entering the swine) indirectly.
2) Though the swine is “a good way off from them” (see Matt. 8:31), the swine can still not escape from the eyes of the demons. The devil is seeking whom he may devour everywhere (1Pet. 5:8). The safest way for us is to abide in Christ. 
Mark. 5:13 “And at once Jesus gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there were about two thousand); and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and drowned in the sea. ”

YLT: “and immediately Jesus gave them leave, and having come forth, the unclean spirits did enter into the swine, and the herd did rush down the steep place to the sea -- and they were about two thousand -- and they were choked in the sea.”

Spiritual Meaning: “the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine”, the Lord permitted the demons to go into the herd of swine, indicating that the unclean career of making money is the area where the demons are permitted to act.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The demons can not act until the Lord permit them. It unveils the power of the Lord, and even the demons are under His control.
2) The work of demons is to make men abandon themselves (“ran violently down the steep place”) and go into the sinful world (“into the sea”) and lose all reputation and ruin the whole life of men (“perished in the water”).

Mark. 5:14 “So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that had happened. ”

YLT: “And those feeding the swine did flee, and told in the city, and in the fields, and they came forth to see what it is that hath been done;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Those who kept them” lost the herd of many swine and properties. If they obtained the Lord by this, they would receive the best blessing. However they even rejected the Lord. 
2) Many people suffer losses in career and do not thus wake up. On the contrary, they rely on the social organization more deeply (“they went away into the city”).

Mark. 5:15 “Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had the legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. ”

YLT: “and they come unto Jesus, and see the demoniac, sitting, and clothed, and right-minded -- him having had the legion -- and they were afraid;”

Literal Meaning: this verse showed the thorough change after the demons were cast out:

1. “Sitting”, be quiet and no longer run about.

2. “And clothed”, behave well and no longer be shameless.

3. “And in his right mind”, be sober and no longer be silly or mad. 

Enlightenment in the Word: those who have received the salvation of Christ must: (1) have rest ---- “sit”; (2) have the covering of Christ and not be shameless any more ---- “clothed”; (3) have a right mind ---- “in his right mind”.
Mark. 5:16 “And those who saw it told them how it happened to him who had been demon-possessed, and about the swine.”

YLT: “and those having seen , declared to them how it had come to pass to the demoniac, and about the swine;”

 

Mark. 5:17 “Then they began to plead with Him to depart from their region.”

YLT: “and they began to call upon him to go away from their borders.”

Literal Meaning: not only did they not know that Jesus is the Son of God, but also cared for material things only and feared to suffer worse loss, thus losing the opportunity of receiving spiritual blessings.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The country of the Gadarenes did not give any welcome to the Lord, for they only emphasized the earthly possessions more than the soul of men. However, the Lord preferred to sacrifice two thousand swine (v.13) in order to save a man. How precious the spirit of man is in the sight of the Lord!

2) The earthly world and the heavenly king cannot coexist in one’s heart. If any one loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1John. 2:15).
3) Satan uses money to control men’s heart ---- both gain and loss can make us reject the Lord. 
4) “They” actually rejected the Lord. It shows that those who do not know the Lord are rather blind when they reject the Lord. 

Mark. 5:18 “And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with Him.”

YLT: “And he having gone into the boat, the demoniac was calling on him that he may be with him,”

 

Mark. 5:19 “However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, "Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you." ”

YLT: “and Jesus did not suffer him, but saith to him, `Go away to thy house, unto thine own , and tell them how great things the Lord did to thee, and dealt kindly with thee;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The first step for one to be a Christian is to bear witness toward their families and friends.

2) To bear witness of the Lord is one thing, and to show off oneself is another thing. Many believers seem to bear witness of the Lord, but actually they just make themselves known openly.

3) To bear witness is to tell others “what great things the Lord has done for you”. It is to make others know the Lord’s work, but not let others notice the work of us. 
Mark. 5:20 “And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for him; and all marveled.”

YLT: “and he went away, and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how great things Jesus did to him, and all were wondering.”

Literal Meaning: “Decapolis” referred to a large area in the east of the Sea of Galilee. There were ten cities built by the Greeks there (the meaning of the word “Decapolis” ---- the ten-city region). 

 

Mark. 5:21 “Now when Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a great multitude gathered to Him; and He was by the sea.”

YLT: “And Jesus having passed over in the boat again to the other side, there was gathered a great multitude to him, and he was near the sea,”

 

Mark. 5:22 “And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet”

YLT: “and lo, there doth come one of the chiefs of the synagogue, by name Jairus, and having seen him, he doth fall at his feet,”

Meaning of Words: “Jairus”: enlightenment;
Literal Meaning: “a ruler” referred to the one who managed the order of worship in Jewish synagogue, who enjoyed high social status among the Jews.

Spiritual Meaning: “synagogue” was a place for the Jews to be gathered together, so the ruler symbolized the whole Judaism and its leader.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only those who have obtained the revelation and “enlightenment” of God (the meaning of ‘Jairus’ in the original) can know the Lord and fall at His feet to seek Him humbly. 

2) Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, even despised his status and position and fell at the Lord’s feet to worship Him humbly, indicating that His humbleness and modesty. The one who is willing to be humble can receive blessings (see Matt.5:3; James 4:6).

Mark. 5:23 “and begged Him earnestly, saying, "My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live." ”

YLT: “and he was calling upon him much, saying -- `My little daughter is at the last extremity -- that having come, thou mayest lay on her hands, so that she may be saved, and she shall live;'”

Literal Meaning: “begged Him earnestly”, it indicated that his attitude was both earnest and sincere. 

  “Come and lay Your hands on her”, it showed that he did not know the authority of the Lord so much, for he did not know that as long as there was “a word” of the Lord, his daughter would be healed (see Matt. 8:8, 13). 

Spiritual Meaning: “daughter” is the offspring of the father, and therefore the condition that “the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue lies at the point of death” symbolizes the condition of those who are led by the stiff Judaism and its leaders ---- lacking life and just being close to death. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The daughter of the ruler lies at the point of death ------if the leading brother in the assembly lacks life, those who are led by him will lack life too. The state of the common believers’ life shows the state of the minister’s life.
2) If we only stress on the reasons, doctrines and ceremonies in the assembly, probably those who are edified by us have a name that they live, and are dead (Rev. 3:1). 

Mark. 5:24 “So Jesus went with him, and a great multitude followed Him and thronged Him.”

YLT: “and he went away with him. And there was following him a great multitude, and they were thronging him,”

Meaning of Words: “throng”: press;
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord came to specially solve the difficulties of men. As long as we are willing to tell Him our troubles through prayers, He will surely please to help us. 

2) Though our faith is small, the Lord does not despise ---- how condescends the Lord to us. 

3) Wherever the Lord goes, there will we go with Him. 

Mark. 5:25 “Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years,”

YLT: “and a certain woman, having an issue of blood twelve years,”

Meaning of Words: “a flow of blood”: the shedding of blood is irregular. 

Literal Meaning: “a flow of blood”, it might be an unusual symptom of menses (see Lev. 15:25).

Spiritual Meaning: according to the research of the Bible scholars, that “woman” was a Gentile woman and therefore she symbolized the Gentile religion. 

    “A flow of blood” symbolizes the flow of life because the soul of the flesh is in the blood (Lev. 17:11). This gentile woman had a flow of blood for twelve years and the former dying Jewish girl (see v.23) was exactly twelve years old (see v.42). Therefore they both referred to the same thing that all the religions in the world seemed to leak life and were dead religions in the sight of God. They had a name that they lived and were dead (Rev. 3:1).

    “Twelve years” symbolized that they had been dealt with and instructed by God enough.
Enlightenment in the Word: anyone who neither lives for God nor has been gained by God has a flow of blood ---- to consume his life.
 
Mark. 5:26 “and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse. ”

YLT: “and many things having suffered under many physicians, and having spent all that she had, and having profited nothing, but rather having come to the worse,”

Spiritual Meaning: “physicians” refer to the leading class in the religion. If men in the world find there are problems in their life, they will seek the religionists’ help. On the contrary, it brings the consequences as follows: (1) suffer many things in vain; (2) spend much money, and sometimes lose all one’s family fortune; (3) The condition even becomes worse and worse. 

 
Mark. 5:27 “When she heard about Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment.”

YLT: “having heard about Jesus, having come in the multitude behind, she touched his garment,”

Meaning of Words: “touch”: contact; 
The Background: the Jews regard “the flow of blood” as unclean, and whoever touches them shall be unclean (Lev. 15:25-30). That was why the woman did not want to let others know her condition but touched Jesus secretly.

Spiritual Meaning: the Lord’s “garment” symbolizes His righteous walking. “Touched His garment”, it means that one shall contact with the Lord through faith in order to be united with Him, thus appropriating the accomplished righteousness of the Lord to be ours.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “When she heard about Jesus”, it was a turning point of the woman’s life when she heard about the Lord Jesus. Believers should take the responsibility of preaching the gospel so that there will be increasing number of men hearing Jesus. 

2) There will be no one who hears without one who preaches. And there will be no one who believes without one who hears (see Rom. 10:14-15).

3) “Came behind”, it means that she came with a humble spirit and thought she was unworthy. God sets himself against proud, but gives grace to lowly (see James 4:6).
Mark. 5:28 “For she said, "If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well." ”

YLT: “for she said -- `If even his garments I may touch, I shall be saved;'”

Meaning of Words: “be made well”: be healed; 
Spiritual Meaning: “For she said”, it indicated the faith in her.

  “Touch His clothes”, it referred to the outward act of faith.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Jehovah is clothed with strength. He has girded himself therewith (Ps. 93:1). Once we have touched Him, we will receive power.

2) The power of the Lord is perfected in weakness (2Cor. 12:9). Whenever we find ourselves weak, we should come to the Lord and ask for His power. 

3) When we Christians are faced with difficulties, we should not touch the troubles ---- try to solve them by ourselves, but touch the Lord through faith in prayers ---- ask the Lord to deal with the problems. 
4) Faith is entrusting ourselves totally to the Lord and asking Him to do and save us. 

5) Faith without works is dead (James 2:20). Faith should be developed with acts. 

Mark. 5:29 “Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction.”

YLT: “and immediately was the fountain of her blood dried up, and she knew in the body that she hath been healed of the plague.”

Meaning of Words: “feel”: know; “affliction”: plague, scourging; 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we want to solve any trouble that we are encountered with through asking for men’s help ---- “many physicians”, we will be “suffered” in vain and “spend all” and the disease will “last twelve years” and “rather grow worse” (v.26). Only when one has “touched” the Only Lord Jesus, will he be healed immediately, thus his problems will be fundamentally solved ---- “immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up”.

2) The prayer of faith has much power (see James 5:15-16). The prayer of faith will be answered “soon”.

3) Those who really have intimate fellowship with the Lord will surely feel that they are strengthened by the power of the Lord. All those who keep the same feeling before and after prayers may have not really touched the Lord. 

Mark. 5:30 “And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, "Who touched My clothes?" ”

YLT: “And immediately Jesus having known in himself that out of him power had gone forth, having turned about in the multitude, said, `Who did touch my garments?'”

Meaning of Words: “immediately”: instantly; “know”: feel, find; 
Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus actually knew who had touched His garment, for He knows everything. He asked this question for He wanted to make the woman bear witness of the Lord’s grace publicly ---- she had to boldly testify her miserable condition in the past and how she was healed because of the act of touching (“the contact of faith”). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord who is full of power is waiting for us to stretch our hands to appropriate power from Him.

2) Though some Christians have enjoyed the Lord’s abundant grace and have been inspired and pressed by the Lord for many times, they still dare not confess that they believe the Lord Jesus before men and are shameful of bearing witness of the Lord!

Mark. 5:31 “But His disciples said to Him, "You see the multitude thronging You, and You say, "Who touched Me?"' ”

YLT: “and his disciples said to him, `Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and thou sayest, `Who did touch me!'”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The disciples thought “thronging” the Lord was “touching” the Lord, for it was hard to distinguish the differences of them. However, the Lord knew that “touching” Him was totally different from “thronging” Him.

2) The Lord actually does not care for those who “throng” Him. However, the Lord knows them who truly desire Him and really “touch” Him.

3) There are many people “thronging” the Lord, but there is only one who “touches” Him. “Thronging” may be out of passionate zeal, but “touching” must be through the hand of faith. One may receive nothing after “thronging”, but the disease of twelve years has once been healed after “touching”. We believers, are we “throng” the Lord or “touching” the Lord? 

Mark. 5:32 “And He looked around to see her who had done this thing.”

YLT: “And he was looking round to see her who did this,”

Meaning of Words: “look around”: look about;
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord neither wants men to believe Him secretly nor receive His grace privately. 

2) Today, the Lord is “looking around” to see who has real faith in Him. 

Mark. 5:33 “But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Him the whole truth. ”

YLT: “and the woman, having been afraid, and trembling, knowing what was done on her, came, and fell down before him, and told him all the truth,”

Meaning of Words: “know”: see; “happen”: fulfill, turn; “fear”: be afraid, revere; “tremble”: dread; “truth”: reality; 
Literal Meaning: “fearing and trembling”, “fearing” refers to the inward feeling; “trembling” refers to the outward attitude;

 

Mark. 5:34 “And He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction." ”

YLT: “and he said to her, `Daughter, thy faith hath saved thee; go away in peace, and be whole from thy plague.'”

Meaning of Words: “heal”: be whole, save;
Literal Meaning: “your faith has made you well”, it showed that her act of touching the Lord’s garment with hand was due to her inner faith. Men can receive the healing of the Lord through touching Him in faith only.
Spiritual Meaning: “go in peace”, it referred to the spiritual salvation. “And be healed of your affliction”, it indicated that her disease was healed. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Without faith impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).

2) Religionists want to please God by good works and yet consequently they fall into the poor state of death. The only way to be saved and healed is to receive the salvation of the Lord Jesus through faith.    

3) If we outstretch our hand of faith to touch the Lord, His power will enable us to overcome difficulties.   

4) The woman who had a flow of blood prayed “in her heart” only, and she was answered and healed by the Lord. Obviously, it shows that whether a prayer is answered or not lies in one’s heart, not words.

5) The word “heal” was different from the word “save” in verse 28. The woman was just desired that her disease of the flow of blood would be healed, but the Lord’s salvation made her “wholly saved”. What the Lord does is always far exceedingly above all which we ask or think (see Eph. 3:20).

6) All those who have met Christ must “go in peace”. 

Mark. 5:35 “While He was still speaking, some came from the ruler of the synagogue's house who said, "Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?" ”

YLT: “As he is yet speaking, there come from the chief of the synagogue's , saying -- `Thy daughter did die, why still dost thou harass the Teacher?'”

Literal Meaning: “Why trouble the Teacher any further?” It obviously indicated that this family hoped the daughter could be healed before death ---- since she was died, they gave up their hope. 

 

Mark. 5:36 “As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not be afraid; only believe." ”

YLT: “And Jesus immediately, having heard the word that is spoken, saith to the chief of the synagogue, `Be not afraid, only believe.'”

Meaning of Words: the words “be afraid” and “believe” are both in a commanding tone.
Literal Meaning: “Do not be afraid; only believe”, we can see from the tense and voice in the original that the Lord asked him to stop the endless fear, and encouraged him to believe unceasingly. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s words make us be discouraged and afraid and even lose faith. However, the Lord’s words will grant us comfort and encouragement and increase our faith. 

2) Fear may make one lose faith, and strong faith will prevent one from being afraid. 

Mark. 5:37 “And He permitted no one to follow Him except Peter, James, and John the brother of James.”

YLT: “And he did not suffer any one to follow with him, except Peter, and James, and John the brother of James;”

 

Mark. 5:38 “Then He came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tumult and those who wept and wailed loudly.”

YLT: “and he cometh to the house of the chief of the synagogue, and seeth a tumult, much weeping and wailing;”

Meaning of Words: “tumult”: disturbance; “loudly”: much, laegely; “weep”: bewail; “wail”: wail loudly; 
Literal Meaning: “and those who wept and wailed loudly”, they might be the women who were hired to mourn and cry for the dead. 

Spiritual Meaning: this verse symbolizes that religion is full of deathly stillness. Therefore the leaders use stimulant way to incite all the people to do something in order to maintain the noisy and live scene.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The daughter was dead. No matter how the crowd played the flute or made noisy, she could not arise from the dead. If the state of the assembly is dead, it will be of no use to instigate or encourage them with men’s way. 

2) If a man still lives, others may show indifference to him. However, when the man has been dead, men will come to show compassion to him. It is usually unnecessary to help others after the event.

Mark. 5:39 “When He came in, He said to them, "Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping." ”

YLT: “and having gone in he saith to them, `Why do ye make a tumult, and weep? the child did not die, but doth sleep;”

Enlightenment in the Word: all those who are elected and preordained by God will not be completed like those who have no hope after death. They have fallen asleep (1Thess. 4: 13-14).

Mark. 5:40 “And they ridiculed Him. But when He had put them all outside, He took the father and the mother of the child, and those who were with Him, and entered where the child was lying. ”

YLT: “and they were laughing at him. And he, having put all forth, doth take the father of the child, and the mother, and those with him, and goeth in where the child is lying,”

Meaning of Words: “ridicule”: scorn; “put outside”: cast, expel;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who scorns the Lord should be cast away from the church.

2) The religious way should be “put outside of” our heart, and then the Lord Jesus will come in. Once the Lord comes, the death will be eliminated and the trouble will be solved.

3) The purpose of all the Lord’s works is not to persuade us but to quicken us, and is not to distribute knowledge but to distribute life. 

Mark. 5:41 “Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, "Talitha, cumi," which is translated, "Little girl, I say to you, arise." ”

YLT: “and, having taken the hand of the child, he saith to her, `Talitha cumi;' which is, being interpreted, `Damsel (I say to thee), arise.'”

Meaning of Words: “talitha”: little girl; “cumi”: arise;
Literal Meaning: “Talitha, cumi”, it is Arabic. It is a special point of the Gospel of Mark to record the original words of the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The ruler of synagogue asked the Lord to lay His hands on her (v.23), but the Lord directly took her hand and said “arise”. The imlimited Christ never works according to men’s fixed method. It is sufficient for us to believe the Lord, but we should not restrict the Lord’s works. This is a great principle of prayers.

2) It is already time that we should be aroused out of sleep (Rom. 13:11), for the Lord is saying to us: “I say to you, arise”. 

Mark. 5:42 “Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years of age. And they were overcome with great amazement. ”

YLT: “And immediately the damsel arose, and was walking, for she was twelve years; and they were amazed with a great amazement,”

Meaning of Words: “great”: large, strong; “amaze”: be (make) astonished, be beside self;

Spiritual Meaning: “for she was twelve years of age”, the woman who had a flow of blood for “twelve years” (see v.25). This girl might be born when that woman began to have the flow of blood. Therefore, we can take both of them as a whole thing, which typifies that men’s life in the world is consumed because of sins. Though men live, they are actually dead in offenses and sins (Eph. 2:1). Only through believing the Lord Jesus, men can be united with “His mighty hand” and be quickened with Him together (Eph. 2:5), namely, having been passed out of death into life (John 5:24-25). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord asked the little girl to arise (see v.41) and she rose immediately. When the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live (John 5:25).
2) “Took the child by the hand (see v.41)” ---- when the Lord takes our hands of serving and working, our service and works will have a turning point ---- “immediately the girl arose and walked”.

Mark. 5:43 “But He commanded them strictly that no one should know it, and said that something should be given her to eat.”

YLT: “and he charged them much, that no one may know this thing, and he said that there be given to her to eat.”

Meaning of Words: “strictly”: for many times; “command”: order; “say”: tell; 
Literal Meaning: “no one should know it”, the Lord did not want others to follow Him because of curiosity. The Gospel of Mark repeatedly records that the Lord especially commands others not to make Him manifest (see 1:44; 3:12; 9:9), for this book emphasizes that He is the “bondservant” of Jehovah. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Said that something should be given her to eat”, the need of life is “eating”, and “eating” is the manifestation of life. 

2) Many people in the church only focus on preaching the gospels, but neglect to feed believers who have just believed. However, the Lord here asks us to care for their need. 

 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Condition of the Demon-possessed Man】

E. He dwelt among the tombs (v.3a) ---- he lived in death, darkness and filth all the day, namely, living in dead range and principle;

F. No one could bind him (v.3b) ---- he lived in the lust of our flesh without any restriction;

G. Not even with shackles and chains (v.3c-4a) ---- even the best way of men could not subdue him;

H. No one could anyone tame him (v.4b) ---- that could not be tamed by men’s power;

I. He always cries night and day (v.5a) ---- he usually said futile words to others;

J. He cuts himself with stones (v.5b) ---- he often hurt himself;

K. He thought he had nothing to do with the Lord (v.6-7a) ---- he would not to repent to believe the Lord;

L. He feared to be tormented right now (v.7b-8) ---- he only cared for the temporary enjoyment instead of the impending punishment;

M. His name is Legion (v.9) ---- he liked to associate with evil men;

N. He did not want to leave that place (v.10) ---- he liked to linger in sinful places;

O. The demons entered to the swine (v.11-13a) ---- he dealt with filthy works;

P. The demons ran down the steep place into the sea (v.13b) ---- he was willing to corrupt;

Q. The demons drowned in the sea (v.13c) ---- he brought shame upon oneself and ruined all his life;

【A Man Who was Possessed by the Unclean Spirit】

E. He gave place to the unclean spirit (v.2) ---- he was possessed by the demon (the devil possessed men);

F. He was enticed by the unclean spirit (v.3a) ---- he usually dwelt in the tombs (the devil was unclean);

G. He was ruled by the unclean spirit (v.3b-4)) ---- men could not bind and tame him (the devil haunted);

H. He suffered from the trouble of the unclean spirit (v.5) ---- his life and conduct did harm to men and himself (the devil did harm);

I. He was blinded by the unclean spirit (v.6-8) ---- he did not know the Lord Jesus (the devil forcibly occupied);

J. He confessed there were many unclean spirit (v.9) ---- he had uncountable sins (there were many demons);

K. He saw the unclean spirit enter the herd of the swine (v.10-13a) ---- he had lived like the swine (the devil was exposed);

L. He saw the end of the unclean spirit (v.13b) ---- he knew the end of the dark authority (the devil drowned in the sea);

M. He was delivered from the unclean spirit (v.14-15) ---- he had been restored in grace (the devil lost its power in him);

N. He knew the nature of the unclean spirit (v.16-17) ---- the world was enticed by the unclean spirit (the devil captured men);

O. He preached that the unclean spirit was cast away (v.18-20) ---- he bore witness of the grace to the world (the devil was not fearful);

【The Moman Who Had a Flow of Blood for Twelve Years Was Healed by the Lord】

F. She had a flow of blood for twelve years (v.25) ---- her life was leaked;

G. She received nothing from physicians (v.26) ---- all the methods from the world were ineffective;

H. She heard about Jesus (v.27a) ---- to know the Lord Jesus is the Savior;

I. She came to touched His garment (v.27b-28) ---- to touch the Lord with faith;

J. She had experienced the power of the Lord Jesus (v.29-30) ---- to obtain the life of God;

K. Her heart was inspired by the Lord (v.31-32) ---- she knew that she could not do a hidden believer;

L. She bore witness of the grace that she have been granted (v.33) ---- to declare the works of the Lord in her;

M. She was proved by the Lord’s words (v.34a) ---- “your faith has made you well”.

N. Had received true peace (v.34b) ---- to enjoy the gracious words of the Lord.

【The Little Daughter of the Ruler of the Synagogue Was Healed】

D. He came to see the Lord Jesus humbly ---- he fell at His feet (v.22).

E. He came to beg the Lord Jesus truly ---- he asked the Lord to lay His hands on her and make her live (v.23-24).

F. He followed the Lord continually ---- though he heard the bad news, he still followed the Lord (v.35-37).

G. He trusted the Lord Jesus at rest ---- he did not follow the tumult but heard the command of the Lord secretly (v.38-40a);

H. He submitted to the Lord Jesus faithfully ---- he came to see the child with the Lord together (v.40b);

I. He believed the Lord Jesus wholly ---- he witnessed the resurrection of the child (v.41-42);

J. He obeyed the Lord Jesus joyfully ---- he fed the child according to the Lord’s commandment (v.43).

Mark Chapter Six
I. Content of the Chapter

【Though the Bondman the Savior Was Rejected, He Was Moved with Compassion】

L. He was rejected by His own country (v.1-6);

M. He sent the twelve disciples to seek those who would receive them (v.7-13);

N. His forerunner John the Baptist was killed by King Herod (v.14-29);

O. He was moved with compassion for the sheep not having a shepherd ---- five bread and two fish (v.30-44);

P. He was moved with compassion the disciples who strained at rowing ---- walking on the sea (v.45-52);

Q. He showed mercy to those who were sick ---- healing those who were sick in the land of Gennesaret (v.53-56);

II. Verse by Verse commentary
Mark. 6:1 “Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed Him.”

YLT: “And he went forth thence, and came to his own country, and his disciples do follow him,”
Literal Meaning: “came to His own country”, it meant He came to Nazareth in Galilee (Matt. 2:22-23; Luke 4:16).

Spiritual Meaning: men in the Lord’s own country here referred to the Jews who did not believe Him. 

Mark. 6:2 “And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many hearing Him were astonished, saying, "Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands! ”

YLT: “and sabbath having come, he began in the synagogue to teach, and many hearing were astonished, saying, `Whence hath this one these things? and what the wisdom that was given to him, that also such mighty works through his hands are done?”
Literal Meaning: “And many hearing Him were astonished, saying”, in the original, it meant that they felt strongly astonished and shocked. 

  “Wisdom” referred to what He had said; “Mighty hands” referred to what He had done. They were amazed by His words and works, for He was different from the “man” they had ever known before. 

Mark. 6:3 “Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?" So they were offended at Him. ”

YLT: “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James, and Joses, and Judas, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us?' -- and they were being stumbled at him.”
Literal Meaning: “Is this not the carpenter?” ---- They just teased the Lord, indicating that: “it he not a common man who labors by his hands, like us?”
  “The carpenter”, He was “the son of the carpenter” (see Matt.13:55). Probably, after the death of Joseph, Jesus, as the older brother, had been a carpenter in order to make the living of his whole family. 

“The Son of Mary”, Joseph might have already been dead at this time, so here it mentioned Mary only. 

“They were offended at Him.” ---- It showed that they neither believed Jesus was different from them, rather nor believed He was especially anointed by God, for they knew him in the flesh before. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Is this not the carpenter?” ---- “Carpenter” builds the house. The Lord Jesus is the builder of the church (see Matt. 16:18).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) They despised the Lord Jesus for they knew His physical birth, and this was the greatest reason why the Jews did not believe “Jesus is Christ”.

2) We should not know one according to flesh (2Cor.5:16), lest we lose the opportunity of receiving the blessing of God.

3) Concerning those who lead us and all brothers and sisters, we shall only pay attention to the grace of God on them and to the spiritual help given to us by them, and not to the shortcoming or faults of their own.

Mark. 6:4 “But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among his own relatives, and in his own house." ”

YLT: “And Jesus said to them -- `A prophet is not without honor, except in his own country, and among his kindred, and in his own house;'”
Literal Meaning: “A prophet”, “prophet” refers to the one who speaks for the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Blessed is whoever shall not be offended in me (Matt. 11:6). 

2) Let those laboring in word and teaching be esteemed worthy of double honor (1Tim. 5:17). However if we know the Lord’s servants according to flesh, it will prevent us from receiving more the Lord’s words.

Mark. 6:5 “Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them.”

YLT: “and he was not able there any mighty work to do, except on a few infirm people having put hands he did heal ;”
Literal Meaning: “Now He could do no mighty work there”, it was not because He had no power to do signs in Nazareth, but because He would not do signs in such unbelieving atmosphere. 

  They did not believe the Lord, for they knew the Lord according to flesh. And they received no gracious works of the Lord because of their unbelief of the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) But without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb.11:6). 

2) The unfaith of many people may block the mighty works of God. Faith is the precondition for us to experience the great power of God.

3) God distributes His grace according to the measure of men’s faith. If our faith is small, the Lord’s works shall be restricted. 

Mark. 6:6 “And He marveled because of their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching. ”

YLT: “and he wondered because of their unbelief. And he was going round the villages, in a circle, teaching,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Those who do not believe the Lord marvel that why Christians believe the Lord and regard us as superstition. However, what is really astonishing is their unbelief, for there is no reason for it. 

2) The Lord did not stopped working because of men’s unbelief in his own country. When we believers preach the gospels, we should neither be discouraged nor fainted for men’s rejection of believing. 

Mark. 6:7 “And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two, and gave them power over unclean spirits.”

YLT: “and he doth call near the twelve, and he began to send them forth two by two, and he was giving them power over the unclean spirits,”
Literal Meaning: “disciples” referred to those who followed the Lord and received the strict training and discipline of the Lord. 

  “Send them out two by two”, they went out two by two, for it was not only because two witnesses were credible (see Deut 17:6), but also for the purpose of making them help each other in the process of the training.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The workers of the Lord are out of the selection of the Lord, not of men’s own willingness. Only the “disciples” who are perfectly trained and disciplined by the Lord are worthy of being sent to do the Lord’s work.

2) “Twelve” is an eternal and perfect number. The Lord Jesus will make the twelve disciples a perfect testimony and example, and take them as the foundation of God’s building forever (see Rev. 21:14).

3) The Lord sends the disciples two by two, which indicates that we shall cooperate with and help each other instead of acting individually in the service of the Lord.

4) Since Jesus “called” them, He would surely “give them power”. It means that the Lord will provide sufficient power for those who are called by Him. The calling and commitment of the Lord will never go beyond His gracious provision. 

5) The authority is for the works of the Lord. He who is willing to receive the sending of the Lord is worthy of receiving the authority.

6) The spiritual power in the service is due to the Lord’s commitment. If there is no commitment of the Lord, there will be neither spiritual power nor true spiritual effect.

7) There are two advantages of the spiritual power in the church ---- one is to deal with the enemy of God, Satan and its armies, and the other is to help believers in spiritual life and make their life grow up soundly.

8) That the Lord came to the earth was not going to gain a so-called work of Christianity, but a group of men. He firstly gave Himself to them and made Himself in them, and then He would be manifested by such group of men.  

Mark. 6:8 “He commanded them to take nothing for the journey except a staff--no bag, no bread, no copper in their money belts--”

YLT: “and he commanded them that they may take nothing for the way, except a staff only -- no scrip, no bread, no brass in the girdle,”
Literal Meaning: “provide”: to purchase or gain something purposely; “bag”, it refers to the bag used to keep foods; “money belts”: the drapes in the belts of the garment, which were functioned as the pockets of the modern clothes ---- being used to put one’s stuff and money.

Controversial Clarification: this rule of taking nothing (neither money nor basic necessities) for the journey had been cancelled before the Lord was taken (see Luke 22:35-38). Therefore when we read this verse today, we should understand it in spirit instead of following it literally. The principle of the life of a Lord’s worker is neither to prepare, nor to plan, nor to consider for himself, but to prove in him that God is able to feed us and He takes the responsibility for us all.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) He who works for the Lord should give up both the enjoyment in this age and the reliance besides God, so the Lord says one shall neither take garment nor food nor money. However, the spiritual work requires spiritual power ---- staff, and the consecrated position ---- sandals (see v.9), so the Lord commands to bring staff and sandals. 

2) Workers of the Lord should have faith towards God and should not trust on the uncertainty of riches, but in the God who affords us all things richly for enjoyment (1Tim. 6:17).

3) Those who serve the Lord should not be distracted by material enjoyment on earth. Having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these (1Tim. 6:8). 

4) No matter how weak we are, we are still God’s children. We represent God in the world and therefore we should not live a random life.

5) The life of the Lord’s workers should be the life of faith. If the Lord has not done anything, we dare not prepare anything for us by ourselves. 

Mark. 6:9 “but to wear sandals, and not to put on two tunics.”

YLT: “but having been shod with sandals, and ye may not put on two coats.”
Literal Meaning: the Lord has ordained those who announce the glad tidings should live of the glad tidings (1Cor. 9:14). Therefore the workers of the Lord who are sent to work among God’s people need not make unnecessary preparation for their daily necessities. However, the Lord’s workers should gain nothing from unbelievers (see John 7).

Mark. 6:10 “Also He said to them, "In whatever place you enter a house, stay there till you depart from that place.”

YLT: “And he said to them, `Whenever ye may enter into a house, there remain till ye may depart thence,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Our relationship with men should be established on our relationship with the Lord.

2) Those who fear God in heart will assuredly respect and receive those who have been sent by God.

Mark. 6:11 “And whoever will not receive you nor hear you, when you depart from there, shake off the dust under your feet as a testimony against them. Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!" ”

YLT: “and as many as may not receive you, nor hear you, going out thence, shake off the dust that is under your feet for a testimony to them; verily I say to you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom or Gomorrah in a day of judgment than for that city.'”
The Background: “shake off the dust from your feet”, when the Pharisees departed from a gentile place, they would do this symbolic action, indicating that they had nothing to do with the “uncleanness” of the Gentiles.

Literal Meaning: “as a testimony against them”: “as a warning to them”;

Spiritual Meaning: “shake off the dust from your feet”, it shows that the men or place that have rejected Christ should suffer their own actions and their endings in future have nothing with the dsiciples (Acts. 13:50-51).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Our relationship with the world should be established on the ground whether they receive the Lord or not. To those who do not receive the Lord, we should not maintain earthly intimate relationship with them. 

2) The disguised social services should not replace the gospel of Christ. What the Lord cares about is whether men receive the glad tidings that we have preached, not whether we have helped them to improve their living standard. 

Mark. 6:12 “So they went out and preached that people should repent.”

YLT: “And having gone forth they were preaching that might reform,”
Literal Meaning: this was the beginning that the disciples were sent by the Lord to preach the Lord’s word (see 3:14-15).

Mark. 6:13 “And they cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick, and healed them.”

YLT: “and many demons they were casting out, and they were anointing with oil many infirm, and they were healing .”
Literal Meaning: “and anointed with oil many who were sick”, in the old days, the olive oil was wildly used as medicine by the Jews (see Is. 1:6; Luke 10:34; James 5:14).

Mark. 6:14 “Now King Herod heard of Him, for His name had become well known. And he said, "John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him." ”

YLT: “And the king Herod heard, (for his name became public,) and he said -- `John the Baptist out of the dead was raised, and because of this the mighty powers are working in him.'”
Meaning of Words: “powers are at work”: operate, miraculous power; 

The Background: “Herod” is the fourth son of Herod the Great (Matt. 2:1) and he was also called Herod Antipas. He reigned over Galilee and Libya (in the southeast of the lake of Jordan) from A.D. 4 to A.D. 39.

Literal Meaning: “John the Baptist is risen from the dead”, the process that John the Baptist was put into prison and killed was recorded in the following verses from verse 17 to verse 28. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Herod the tetrarch”, the Roman Empire granted Herod to be king and therefore he typified the situation that the world reigned among God’s people.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When the Lord was rejected by people in His own city, that was to say, when God’s people did not allow God to govern them, the world would replace the position of God and reign over God’s people. 

2) “Herod” was an unbeliever, a politician (“the tetrarch”) and a typical sinner. He represented the unbelieving Gentiles who knew the Lord Jesus according to others’ report (“heard the report about Jesus”).

3) The world does not know Christ because their thoughts are blinded by the god of this world (2Cor. 4:4), and thus living in darkness. 

4) Pagans have blind faith in spiritual things and hold that Jesus is one of those who have powers (“these powers are at work in him”), but do not know that He is the only-begotten Son of God. 

5) Only doing mighty works cannot make men know the true God (See Matt. 7:22-23).

6) Herod misunderstood the Lord Jesus was John the Baptist who is risen from the dead, which proves that John was really “like” Christ. He was a real witness of Christ. Christ had been magnified in John whether by life or by death, and “for him to live Christ, and to die gain” (see Phil. 1:20-21).

Mark. 6:15 “Others said, "It is Elijah." And others said, "It is the Prophet, or like one of the prophets." ”

YLT: “Others said -- `It is Elijah,' and others said -- `It is a prophet, or as one of the prophets.'”
Literal Meaning: “prophet” wad the one was sent by God to preach the word of God to the people of God; “Elijah” was the most famous prophet among the Jews. 

Mark. 6:16 “But when Herod heard, he said, "This is John, whom I beheaded; he has been raised from the dead!" ”

YLT: “And Herod having heard, said -- `He whom I did behead -- John -- this is he; he was raised out of the dead.'”
Literal Meaning: probably Herod was not peace in his conscience for he had killed John the Baptist. Besides, he was so superstitious that he was afraid that the spirit of John the Baptist would come back to haunt him. 

Mark. 6:17 “For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife; for he had married her.”

YLT: “For Herod himself, having sent forth, did lay hold on John, and bound him in the prison, because of Herodias the wife of Philip his brother, because he married her,”
The Background: “Philip” was the consanguineous brother of Herod. He was also called Herod I. He did not reign as the king and lived in Roman. “Herodias” was the granddaughter of Herod the Great. She was married to her uncle Philip in Roman and then was married to her another uncle Herod Antipas.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Pagans seem to fear those who have mighty power (those whom John the Baptist represent) in appearance, but actually their god is their belly (Pill. 3:19). If one is unable to help them to satisfy their lusts and blocks them, no matter who he is, he will be oppressed by them (“Herod had laid hold of John and bound him, and put him in prison”). 

2) Herod represented Roman political power ---- the main political system in the world at that time ---- which was full of evil, corruption and darkness. The politicians serve the people in appearance, but actually they give priority to their own benefits instead of that of the people and utilize authority to discriminate those who have different views.

Mark. 6:18 “Because John had said to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." ”

YLT: “for John said to Herod -- `It is not lawful to thee to have the wife of thy brother;'”
Meaning of Words: “not lawful”: not just, not right;
The Background: according to the Law of Moses, if one’s brother is still alive, it is forbidden to marry his brother’s wife (see Lev. 20:21).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though believers in the New Testament are not under the ordinance of the Law (Col. 2:20-21), we still have to walk in order (Col. 2:5, 1Cor. 14:40).

2) Believers should not only walk according to reasons in the sight of men, and what’s more important is that we should judge whether it is right in the sight of God in everything (see Acts. 4:19).

Mark. 6:19 “Therefore Herodias held it against him and wanted to kill him, but she could not;”

YLT: “and Herodias was having a quarrel with him, and was willing to kill him, and was not able,”
Mark. 6:20 “for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just and holy man, and he protected him. And when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. ”

YLT: “for Herod was fearing John, knowing him a man righteous and holy, and was keeping watch over him, and having heard him, was doing many things, and hearing him gladly.”
Mark. 6:21 “Then an opportune day came when Herod on his birthday gave a feast for his nobles, the high officers, and the chief men of Galilee.”

YLT: “And a seasonable day having come, when Herod on his birthday was making a supper to his great men, and to the chiefs of thousands, and to the first men of Galilee,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The celebration of one’s birthday is to remember the beginning of one’s life in the flesh, which is to follow the mind of the flesh according to the spiritual meaning. The mind of the flesh is enmity against God and it brings about death consequently (Rom. 8:6-7). 
2) This verse is the only place in the Bible to mention birthday, which shows that the celebration of one’s birthday is not good and is easy to cause trouble, for sin may easily come through men’s happiness.
Mark. 6:22 “And when Herodias' daughter herself came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the king said to the girl, "Ask me whatever you want, and I will give it to you." ”

YLT: “and the daughter of that Herodias having come in, and having danced, and having pleased Herod and those reclining (at meat) with him, the king said to the damsel, `Ask of me whatever thou wilt, and I will give to thee,'”
The Background: according to the research of the Jewish historian Joseph, “the daughter of Herodias” was named Salome. She was at that time in her teens and danced beautifully and attractively. Later she was married to her another grand uncle who ruled the northern districts, i.e. Herod Philip II (the consanguineous brother of Philip I).

Enlightenment in the Word: “celebrating one’s birthday” is to remember oneself and exult oneself. “Dance” represents fulfilling the fleshly lust. Under such condition, men were easily to make mistakes------he promised with an oath and killed John the Baptist (see v.24-27).
Mark. 6:23 “He also swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half my kingdom." ”

YLT: “and he sware to her -- `Whatever thou mayest ask me, I will give to thee -- unto the half of my kingdom.'”
Meaning of Words: “promised”: acknowledge, confess, announce;
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Once a man has promised something, he is beyond the control of himself. Every one that practices sin is the bondman of sin and he does not have freedom (John. 8:44). 

2) There is a common saying going like this, “one gets dizzy with success”. Men are most easily to lose self-control in their extreme cheerfulness. 

3) Man cannot restrain his flesh by themselves, for it is uncontrollable.

Mark. 6:24 “So she went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said, "The head of John the Baptist!" ”

YLT: “And she, having gone forth, said to her mother, `What shall I ask for myself?' and she said, `The head of John the Baptist;'”
Mark. 6:25 “Immediately she came in with haste to the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter." ”

YLT: “and having come in immediately with haste unto the king, she asked, saying, `I will that thou mayest give me presently, upon a plate, the head of John the Baptist.'”
Literal Meaning: “platter” is a kind of flat plate made of wood and is used to hold meat to serve the guests.

Mark. 6:26 “And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and because of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her.”

YLT: “And the king -- made very sorrowful -- because of the oaths and of those reclining (at meat) with him, would not put her away,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When men walked according to the lust of the flesh, the first result is “being sorry”------the unpeaceful consciousness. 

2) For grief according to God works repentance to salvation, never to be regretted; but the grief of the world works death (2Cor. 7:10). 

3) Herod was sorry because he talked boldly. Once a man speaks incautiously, he may become the first one being snared by his own words (“because of the oaths”). 

4) Since Herod was keen on face-saving (“because of those who sat with him”), he disregarded the unpeaceful conscience (“was sorry”). Those who love to brag are every sensitive to their reputations. Those who are keen on face-saving are easy to make things worse by repeated delays. 

Mark. 6:27 “Immediately the king sent an executioner and commanded his head to be brought. And he went and beheaded him in prison,”

YLT: “and immediately the king having sent a guardsman, did command his head to be brought,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Herod rather respected John the Baptist in the beginning and desired the spiritual things under John’s guidance (see v.20). However, he later made terrible mistake for the sake of his indulgence of this time, and was too late to repent. This was a great warning example for those who desire to seek the Lord. We should not ruin our spiritual future for the sake of the temporary relaxation (pleasure) or pride (oath), and thus regretting lifetime. 

2) The mind of the flesh is death (Rom. 8:6). Because Herod killed the witness of the Lord (John), he was isolated from the lord of life and his end was death (eternal perdition). 

3) Herod dared not kill John for he feared the crowd (see Matt.14:5), but here he did not have any scruple since he had fulfilled his lusts. Therefore, the lusts may rob a man of his rationality.

Mark. 6:28 “brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother.”

YLT: “and he having gone, beheaded him in the prison, and brought his head upon a plate, and did give it to the damsel, and the damsel did give it to her mother;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When the girl brought the platter with a head which was dripping with blood to her mother, the mother and the daughter were actually with perfect composure. It showed that the lust of the flesh made men extremely audacious.

2) It indicated that Herod married Herodias because they both liked each other and corrupted public morals together. Moreover Herodias hated John the Baptist deeply in her heart for being blamed by him and waited for the opportune moment to kill him. Herodias exposed the nature of a vicious woman. 

3) Believers should not partake in the sins of others, but keep themselves pure (1Tim. 5:22). Once a man is not cautious and partakes in the sins of others, he will be easily against the truth with others. 

Mark. 6:29 “When his disciples heard of it, they came and took away his corpse and laid it in a tomb.”

YLT: “and having heard, his disciples came and took up his corpse, and laid it in the tomb.”
Enlightenment in the Word: “buried it”, it means to cover the proof of being treated unfairly. It is of the most vanity to see the corpse and sorrow all day.  
Mark. 6:30 “Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught.”

YLT: “And the apostles are gathered together unto Jesus, and they told him all, and how many things they did, and how many things they taught,”
Meaning of Words: “apostle”: messenger, he that is sent; 

Literal Meaning: “the apostles gathered to Jesus”, here, it is the only place in this book where the word “apostle” appears. Here, the apostles refer to the twelve disciples appointed by the Lord Jesus (see 3:14).  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “All things” include both the sorrowful and joyful things. When believers are sad, they may pray to the Lord for help. However, when they are joyful, they may easily forget the Lord.

2) “Both what they had done and what they had taught”, the disciples told the Lord what they had said to men. All that we “cannot” or “should not” say to the Lord should also not be preached to men. 

Mark. 6:31“And He said to them, "Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while." For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. ”

YLT: “and he said to them, `Come ye yourselves apart to a desert place, and rest a little,' for those coming and those going were many, and not even to eat had they opportunity,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though diligent work is important, we should not forget to “rest a while”. The Lord likes us to have proper rest instead of laboring excessively.

2) The Lord’s words go like this: “come aside by yourselves … rest a while”. The rest in the presence with the Lord is far greater than our rest alone ---- for that will not only give us sweet rest and renew our strength as well. 

3) In the service of the Lord, we should learn to withdraw to the deep inside and have rest with the Lord when we are fully engaged. 

4) The Lord and His disciples were busy working, and “they did not even have time to eat”. Yes, there are full of spiritual request on the earth. Are we willing to sacrifice our own enjoyment and coziness and care for the need of others?

Mark. 6:32 “So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves.”

YLT: “and they went away to a desert place, in the boat, by themselves.”
Literal Meaning: “so they departed to a deserted place by themselves”, that was a deserted place outside the city of Bethsaida (see Luke 9:10)

Enlightenment in the Word: “so they departed to a deserted place by themselves”, they departed in order to draw near to God. We should also have the experience of withdrawing to a private place to pray (see Matt.6:6). 
Mark. 6:33 “But the multitudes saw them departing, and many knew Him and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived before them and came together to Him. ”

YLT: “And the multitudes saw them going away, and many recognised him, and by land from all the cities they ran thither, and went before them, and came together to him,”
Mark. 6:34 “And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things. ”

YLT: “and having come forth, Jesus saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion on them, that they were as sheep not having a shepherd, and he began to teach many things.”
Literal Meaning: “they were like sheep not having a shepherd”, it was quoted from the Book of Numbers (27:17), which described the miserable condition that there were no one who looked after the people of Israel.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though the Lord was very tired (v.31), He still devoted His rest time to deal diligently with the need of men, for He cared for men. It indicated that serving God was working according to the need and burden, not the “fixed time table”.

2) Though men reject the Lord, He is still merciful to men. 

3) For we have not the Lord not able to sympathize with our infirmities. Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help (Heb. 4:15-16). 

Mark. 6:35 “When the day was now far spent, His disciples came to Him and said, "This is a deserted place, and already the hour is late.”

YLT: “And now the hour being advanced, his disciples having come near to him, say, -- `The place is desolate, and the hour is now advanced,”
Literal Meaning: “When the day was now far spent”, there were two evenings for the Jews. One started from three o’clock in the afternoon and the other began from six o’clock in the afternoon when the sun set. Here, it referred to the first evening.

Mark. 6:36 “Send them away, that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy themselves bread; for they have nothing to eat." ”

YLT: “let them away, that, having gone away to the surrounding fields and villages, they may buy to themselves loaves, for what they may eat they have not.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “The hour is late in a deserted place”, and the need of the multitudes were so urgent and huge. We may often be encountered with such predicaments. The way to solve it is “to come to the Lord”, and one shall not voice one’s own opinions. 

2) “Send the multitudes away”, it is to ask the multitudes to depart from the Lord and we may usually have this tone. “They may buy themselves food.” ---- It is an irresponsible attitude. 

3) The disciples suggested to “sent the multitudes away” and “buy themselves food”, for they did not know the fullness of Christ, who is able to meet all the need of men. Those who do not know the Lord always ask men to rely on themselves.
Mark. 6:37 “But He answered and said to them, "You give them something to eat." And they said to Him, "Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?" ”

YLT: “And he answering said to them, `Give ye them to eat,' and they say to him, `Having gone away, may we buy two hundred denaries' worth of loaves, and give to them to eat?'”
Literal Meaning: “shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?” ---- “two hundred dearii”, a common worker at that time earned about one denarii (see Matt 20:2) per day, so two hundred denarii would be earned through almost a year. The disciples here meant that it would be costly to feed so many people. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord said, “you give them something to eat.” The Lord’s words were to compel the disciples to turn to Him so that they would know and experience Him as the merciful and mighty Lord. 

2) “You give them something to eat.” The Lord’s words showed that the disciples actually had something that could be given to them, yet they did not know. The Lord always firstly supplies those who draw near to Him before supplying the multitudes. 

3) Asking men to “buy themselves food” was the principle of the law ---- one can only have enjoyment through his works. “You give them something to eat”, this is the principle of grace ---- one shall obtain enjoyment by free grace instead of his own works. 

4) If believers love the Lord, they will take care of and feed the lambs of the Lord (John. 21:15-17).

Mark. 6:38 “But He said to them, "How many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when they found out they said, "Five, and two fish." ”

YLT: “And he saith to them, `How many loaves have ye? go and see;' and having known, they say, `Five, and two fishes.'”
Spiritual Meaning: “five loaves and two fish”, they on one hand symbolize the poorness of believers themselves, e.g. the limited power, wisdom and physical strength, and on the other hand they also typify the limited property that we have received from the Lord and the experience of the risen life of Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What we have in our own hands are too limited to meet the great need of the multitudes before our eyes. 

2) Believers must know that they are nothing and then turn to trust in God who calls the things which be not as being (Rom. 4:17).

Mark. 6:39 “Then He commanded them to make them all sit down in groups on the green grass.”

YLT: “And he commanded them to make all recline in companies upon the green grass,”
Meaning of Words: “group”: a drinking-party, company; “sit”: lean back, lay; 

Spiritual Meaning: “sit down on the grass”, it symbolizes that one has stopped his struggle and effort and rests at the feet of the Lord (see Luke. 10:39).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Corporate fellowship is different from that of individuals ---- for it embraces a special enjoyment and even much fuller.
2) If we want to enjoy the Lord, we have to be quiet (“sit down”) first.

Mark. 6:40 “So they sat down in ranks, in hundreds and in fifties.”

YLT: “and they sat down in squares, by hundreds, and by fifties.”
Meaning of Words: “rank”: a garden plot, flower-bed;
Literal Meaning: “so they sat down in ranks”, “in ranks” meant “cluster by cluster” in the original. The multitudes sat down in good order, just like the flower-bed with clusters of flowers on the green.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord Jesus always sets things in good order when He makes arrangement for something. In the service of the Lord, we shall also have decent and proper arrangements.

2) Let all things be done decently and with order (1Cor.14:40).
Mark. 6:41 “And when He had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and the two fish He divided among them all. ”

YLT: “And having taken the five loaves and the two fishes, having looked up to the heaven, he blessed, and brake the loaves, and was giving to his disciples, that they may set before them, and the two fishes divided he to all,”
Spiritual Meaning: this verse reveals us the process of becoming the blessing of others:

1. “Jesus had taken”, it indicates that one shall devote himself to the Lord.

2. “Looked up to heaven, blessed”, God, the fountainhead of all provisions, bestows us the necessary spiritual equipments ---- including gifts, enlightenments, power and etc. 

3. “Broke the loaves”, it symbolizes being dealt with and being broken by the cross. 

This verse also reveals the course of passing on the blessings:

1. “Jesus had taken”, being devoted to the Lord firstly;

2. “Gave them to His disciples”, returning back to us after the Lord’s blessing;

3. “To set before them … divided among them all”, sharing with each other;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Before we give something of ourselves to others, we should first let the Lord “take” it ---- only by devotion to the Lord can we receive the spiritual value.

2) If the limited things of us linger in our own hands, they will be nothing. But it they are devoted to the Lord, they will become blessings for many people. 

3) The key point does not rest on the amount of the loaves in our hands, but whether the Lord has given blessings or not. When we are unable to meet the present need, if the Lord grants His blessings to us, there will be more than sufficient provisions.   

4) If the loaf remains perfect, it will never satisfy the need of others. But if it has been broken and distributed to others, it will bring about satisfaction to more people.

5) If believers love their souls and are not willing to be broken by the Lord, they are of no value. 
6) The word “gave” shows that believers are merely the channels of the Lord to deliver the Lord’s provisions. 

7) The disciples delivered something to others (“the disciples gave to the multitudes”) because they had received from the Lord (“He gave the loaves to the disciples”). The Lord makes us experience His life first and then we can supply others with His life.
8) We shall not hide the experience that we have obtained from the Lord every time, even though it seems so limited. Instead, we should learn to share it with others. 

9) We are just the “loaves” in the hand of the Lord. Those who have eaten the bread are grateful to “the One who distributes the bread” ---- the Lord, not to the “loaves” ---- us. As for the service and provision in the assembly, all glory and gratitude should be given to the Lord, not ourselves.

Mark. 6:42 “So they all ate and were filled.”

YLT: “and they did all eat, and were filled,”
Spiritual Meaning: “they all ate”, everyone can enjoy Him. “Were filled”, He can satisfy men. 

Enlightenment in the Word: though the five barley loaves and two small fish are limited, if one is reluctant to devote them to the Lord, they will be even insufficient for his own need. However, once they are devoted to the Lord, they will produce abundant provisions after the Lord’s blessing.

Mark. 6:43 “And they took up twelve baskets full of fragments and of the fish.”

YLT: “and they took up of broken pieces twelve hand-baskets full, and of the fishes,”
Literal Meaning: “took up … full of fragments and of the fish”, we should not ruin or waste food, for it is gifted by God (see John. 6:12).

“Basket”, it was a kind of vessel that the Jews usually took along on their person, which could be hitched on their arms to carry food or other sundries.

Spiritual Meaning: “the fragments”, they typify that the provision of the Lord is more than sufficient. “Twelve baskets”, the number of “twelve” is connected with perfectness and fullness ---- His provision is fully complete.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) To gather up the fragments that remain teaches us we should value the grace of the Lord. We should preserve the superfluous part for possible future use instead of wasting it.
2) When we have learned to give the unsearchable fullness to others, we will find what we have received again (“filled twelve baskets”) is much more than what we have devoted (“five barley loaves and two small fish”).

Mark. 6:44 “Now those who had eaten the loaves were about five thousand men.”

YLT: “and those eating of the loaves were about five thousand men.”
The Background: according to customs of the Jews, women and children were not allowed to eat with men in public. Therefore woman and children had eaten in another place and their number was not in detail.

Spiritual Meaning: “those who had eaten were about five thousand”, “five” in the Bible symbolizes “responsibility”. Therefore this verse symbolizes that the Lord is responsible for supplying all the needs of men.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) No matter how great our need is, the Lord can deal with all of them 

2) In other places of the Bible it is recorded that one hundred people were filled by twenty loaves (2Kings. 4:42-44) and four thousand people by seven loaves and several fish (Matt. 15: 32-39). Here, there was the least amount of loaves and the largest number of men who had been fed, for the loaves were broken into many pieces. It did not lie in the number of the loaves, but the extent how the loaves had been broken that counted ---- the more they had been broken, the more people would be satisfied.

Mark. 6:45 “Immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the multitude away.”

YLT: “And immediately he constrained his disciples to go into the boat, and to go before to the other side, unto Bethsaida, till he may let the multitude away,”
Literal Meaning: “Immediately He made His disciples get into the boat”, “made”: compel, constrain (see 2Cor5:14), so it could also be translated in this way ---- “the Lord compelled the disciples to the boat”.

Spiritual Meaning: “Jesus made His disciples get into the boat”, it symbolizes that the Lord wants believers to live in the assembly. 

  “Go to the other side”, it indicates that believers are strangers and sojourners on the earth and they are on the way to a better country, that is, a heavenly one (Heb. 11:13-16).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The sign of “five barley loaves and two small fish” unveiled that the Lord had been dead for us on the cross, thus enabling us to enjoy His life. “Going over the sea” remarked that the Lord had become the enjoyment of our life, thus giving us strength to walk in the heavenly way ---- just as the people of Israel who ate the lambs of the Passover to walk in the way out of Egypt. Therefore when they were eating, their loins had to be girded, their sandals on their feet, and their staff in their hand (see Ex 12:11, 42).

2) There is a way in which we shall walk after we have been saved. It is of most crucial significance for every Christian to seek the ordained way by the Lord and then walk in it faithfully.

Mark. 6:46 “And when He had sent them away, He departed to the mountain to pray.”

YLT: “and having taken leave of them, he went away to the mountain to pray.”
Spiritual Meaning: “He departed to the mountain to pray”, it symbolizes that He is the great high priest who has passed through the heavens (Heb. 4: 14) and intercedes for us before God (Heb. 7:25).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord remains us on the earth to run the way appointed by Him, and we are not lonely, for He always remembers us in the heaven and intercedes for us. 

2) Sometimes the Lord’s presence is obvious (v.13-21) and sometimes His presence is hidden (v.22-26).

3) No matter how busy we are, we cannot stop praying. Doing the Lord’s work cannot replace praying. Only those who draw near to God are able to do God’s work well. 

4) We need not only to pursue and pray with saints (2Tim. 2:22) but also to pray quietly “by ourselves”. 

Mark. 6:47 “Now when evening came, the boat was in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on the land.”

YLT: “And evening having come, the boat was in the midst of the sea, and he alone upon the land;”
Spiritual Meaning: “when evening came”, it refers to the period from the ascension of Christ to His second coming. The world has been in a long dark night.

    “The boat was in the middle of the sea”, “boat” typifies the church. “Sea” symbolizes the world. The church on the earth is just like the boat in the sea.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) It is the time that the night is far spent and the day is near (Rom. 13:12). We feel the darkness all around us in the world, but the Lord the morning star is going to appear.

2) The boat remains still in the sea and has not got into shore, and our journey has not arrived at the destination yet. The problem of eternal life and death has been resolved, but the end in the future ---- victory or failure, “being faithful till the end” or “giving up halfway” ---- depends on how we run today.

Mark. 6:48 “Then He saw them straining at rowing, for the wind was against them. Now about the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea, and would have passed them by. ”

YLT: “and he saw them harassed in the rowing, for the wind was against them, and about the fourth watch of the night he doth come to them walking on the sea, and wished to pass by them.”
The Background: according to Roman time of measure, there were four hours in the night: (1) from six o’clock to nine o’clock in the evening; (2) from nine o’clock in the evening to the midnight; (3) from the midnight to three o’clock early in the morning; (4) from three o’clock to six o’clock early in the morning.
Literal Meaning: “about the fourth watch of the night”, it refers to the period from three o’clock early in the morning to six o’clock.

  “Walking on the sea”, it reveals that the Lord is the Master of all things, who has the power transcending everything (see Ps.89:9; Is.51:10, 15; Jem. 31:35).

Spiritual Meaning: “sea” symbolizes the world at present. The “wind” represents all the temptations and troubles around us raised by the power of darkness.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) On the earth the assembly will unavoidably encounter attacks and obstructions from the enemy. 

2) It will be abnormal if we believers always run smoothly in the world, and contrarily it blocks us from experiencing the peace in the Lord (see John. 16:33).

3) If a believer stands for the sake of the Lord, he will inevitably suffer from the adverse wind. To row in the adverse wind is much better than to drift in the smooth wind. To drift in the smooth wind does not require any labor, but it will never lead a man to the end. It requires little labor to love the world, but it will definitely make a man draw back and fall down.
4) The darker the environment is (“it was already dark”), the sooner will we meet our Lord (or the Lord will come to meet us). 

5) Meyer said: “the secret of a man to receive great success from God is to keep till the end “about the fourth watch of the night”.

6) The risen Christ who has ascended into heavens has overcome sins, death, the Satan and all tribulations (“walking on the sea”). 

7) The assembly should enter into the eternal age from this age and our Lord is coming to meet us. The Lord who prays for and takes care of the assembly is the one who walks on the waves of the sea. He is above every principality and authority and all things are under His feet (Eph. 1: 21-22).

8) The Lord came to the disciples according to the way that He had commanded them to walk in ---- “He came to them”. If believers had not walked in the ordained way of the Lord, they wouldl miss being caught by the Lord. 

9) When we are in troubles, it mostly seems that the Lord has not visited us (“He would have passed them by”). But actually He is watching us attentively, and He is looking at every step that we have passed and taking care of every trouble that we have met. 

10)  Although the Lord Jesus had departed again to the mountain by Himself alone (see v.15), he did not forget the disciples who were laboring to row on the sea and walked in the sea to help them. We shall not only “enter the veil” to enjoy the sweet fellowship with God by ourselves, but also “go without the camp (see Heb. 13:13) to help those who are in need of help.

Mark. 6:49 “And when they saw Him walking on the sea, they supposed it was a ghost, and cried out;”

YLT: “And they having seen him walking on the sea, thought to be an apparition, and cried out,”
Enlightenment in the Word: since we have not full known the Lord, when we see wonderful works of the Lord, we fear and even think it is of the devil (“It is a ghost”). Therefore we should not judge unprecedented things abruptly by traditional thoughts or old concepts, but wait until the Lord clear it up with His words by Himself (v.50) and thus everything is clear.
Mark. 6:50 “for they all saw Him and were troubled. But immediately He talked with them and said to them, "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid." ”

YLT: “for they all saw him, and were troubled, and immediately he spake with them, and saith to them, `Take courage, I am , be not afraid.'”
Literal Meaning: “be of good cheer! It is I.” In the original “it is I” is “I am”. The name of God is “I am” (Exod. 3:14). The moment the Lord said that “I am”, men went away backward and fell to the ground (John. 18:4-5), for He is God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) As long as believers have the presence of the Lord (God), they are of good cheer and need not fear. 

2) Provided that we have the words of the Lord, we are able to be of good cheer in every adversity. We should ask the Lord for giving us a word (Matt. 8:8), and that will be enough to satisfy our needs.

3) Only can those who have intimate fellowship with the Lord and are familiar with Him recognize this voice of “I am”, thus obtaining comfort and encouragement. That’s why we shall draw near to the Lord as much as possible.

Mark. 6:51 “Then He went up into the boat to them, and the wind ceased. And they were greatly amazed in themselves beyond measure, and marveled. ”

YLT: “And he went up unto them to the boat, and the wind lulled, and greatly out of measure were they amazed in themselves, and were wondering,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) As long as the Lord is in the boat (the assembly), all the winds will pass away.

2) The Lord considers us who are pilgrims on the way to the heavens and always guides us out of difficulties by himself.

Mark. 6:52 “For they had not understood about the loaves, because their heart was hardened.”

YLT: “for they understood not concerning the loaves, for their heart hath been hard.”
Literal Meaning: “for they had not understood about the loaves”, if they could know His person from the sign of five loaves and two small fish, they would not be marveled at the fact that He walked on the sea and removed the wind. 

  “Their heart was hardened”, it indicated that their mind was closed, so they were hardened and did not believe. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the disciples “marveled (v.51)”, for “their heart was hardened”. All those who spiritual mind has not been opened may often be marveled at the Lord’s guidance and even cry out ---- “they suppose it is a ghost” (see v.49).
Mark. 6:53 “When they had crossed over, they came to the land of Gennesaret and anchored there.”

YLT: “And having passed over, they came upon the land of Gennesaret, and drew to the shore,”
Meaning of Words: “Gennesaret”: garden of the prince;
Literal Meaning: the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 4:18) was also called the lake of Gennesaret (Luke. 5:1). Therefore “the land of Gennesaret” was the plain in the northern part of the Sea of Galilee.

Spiritual Meaning: “the land of Gennesaret” is the type of the garden of God. This verse symbolizes that when the Lord comes back, He will take believers into the kingdom of a thousand years.

Mark. 6:54 “And when they came out of the boat, immediately the people recognized Him,”

YLT: “and they having come forth out of the boat, immediately having recognised him,”
Spiritual Meaning: when the Lord comes back, the earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea (Is. 11:9). Every one shall know Him as “Jehovah the salvation” (the meaning of “Jesus” in the original).

Mark. 6:55 “ran through that whole surrounding region, and began to carry about on beds those who were sick to wherever they heard He was.”

YLT: “having run about through all that region round about, they began upon the couches to carry about those ill, where they were hearing that he is,”
Mark. 6:56 “Wherever He entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged Him that they might just touch the hem of His garment. And as many as touched Him were made well. ”

YLT: “and wherever he was going, to villages, or cities, or fields, in the market-places they were laying the infirm, and were calling upon him, that they may touch if it were but the fringe of his garment, and as many as were touching him were saved.”
Spiritual Meaning: when the Lord comes back, all those who come to Him and touch Him by faith (“they only touch the hem of His garment”) will experience His healing power (see Matt. 8:16-17).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【Christ in This Chapter of the Book of Mark】

A. Christ who was rejected by men (v.1-6);

B. Christ who sent disciple to fulfill the ministry (v.7-13);

C. Christ’s forerunner was killed (v.14-29);

D. Christ who met men’s need (v.30-44);

E. Christ who has passed through the heavens and intercedes for us (v.45-46);

F. Christ who saved the believers who were met with difficulties (v.47-52);

G. The glory of Christ (v.53-56);

【Three Wrong Knowledge of Men toward the Lord】

A. Men in the Lord’s country knew Him according to their past experience, and finally rejected Him (v.1-6).

B. Herod knew Him according to men’s rumors, and finally misunderstood Him as John the Baptist (v.14-16).

C. The disciples knew Him according to what they had seen through their physical eyes, and misunderstood Him as a ghost (V.47-49).

【The Workers of the Lord】

A. Who are chosen and sent by the Lord ---- Jesus called …to Himself, and began to send them out (v.7a);

B. Who are equipped by the Lord ---- gave them power (v.7b);

C. The Lord will provide them all their need in life (v.8-10).

D. Who have none earthly association with the world (v.11),

E. The chief mission ---- preach the Lord’s word and make men repent (v.12);

F. The effective work (v.13);

【The Uneasiness of Herod】

A. He sought the Lord’s word for he had no rest (for he had sinned).

B. He still had no peace after seeking the Lord’s word (he did not repent after being condemned).

C. He had no peace after rejecting the Lord’s word (he killed John the Baptist).

D. He felt uneasier after rejecting the Lord’s word (his conscience was accused).

【The Comparison Between the Two Kinds of Feast】

A. Herod held the feast (v.21) ---- Jesus distributed the bread (v.41);

B. Place: the former was in the palace, and the latter was in the wilderness (v.35)

C. Object: the former invited the nobles (v.21), and the latter invited poor men.

D. Purpose: the former was for “his own” birthday (v.21), and the latter was for others (v. ).

E. Condition: the former was unnecessary, and the latter had exactly met men’s need.

F. Result: the former brought death (v.27), and the latter brought life.

G. Conclusion: the former ended in a tragedy (v.29), and the latter had a great deal of fullness reserve (v. 43).

【Three Spiritual Types】

A. The Lord fed five thousands with five barley loaves and two small fish (v.35-44) ---- which typified that the Lord had crucified for us and broke His body and shed his precious blood (see John 6:48-58).

B. The disciples were in the boat and the Lord departed to the mountain to pray (v.45-46) ---- which typifies that the Lord is the great high priest who has passed through the heavens and intercedes for us before God (see Heb. 4:14-16; 7:25).

C. When the boar had crossed over, the Lord healed many people (v.53-56) ---- which typifies that a lot of men will be healed in the second coming of the Lord. 

【Five Loaves and Two Fish (v.41-43)】

A. Be devoted to the Lord ---- “Jesus took”;

B. Through the Lord’s blessing ---- “looked up to heaven”;

C. Be broken by the Lord’s cross ---- “broke the loaves”;

D. Be the channel of the Lord ---- “gave them to His disciples to set before them”;

E. The sufficient provision ---- “they all ate and were filled”;

F. One shall not waste the Lord’s grace ---- “took up the fragments and of the fish”;

G. The full and abundant grace ---- “twelve baskets”;

【The Relationship of Us with the Lord】

A. His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side (v.45) ---- believers in the church should run the heavenly way according to the commandment of the Lord from the present age to the eternal age.

B. He departed to the mountain to pray by Himself (v.46) ---- now the Lord is the great high priest in the heavens and intercedes for us before God (see Heb 7:25).

C. The boat was in the sea, and the disciples were straining at rowing, for the wind was against them (v.47-48) ---- the church had suffered many troubles and persecutions in the world. On one hand, Satan made waves to block the growth of the church, and on the other hand, it was dominated by the Lord so that we might know Him and experience Him more.

D. Now about the fourth watch of the night He came to them (v.48b) ---- the Lord is the Master over all, and He will come to receive us again.

E. The disciples misunderstood Him as a ghost and were comforted by the Lord’s revelation (v.49-50) ---- it is the time for us to know more about the Lord.

F. The wind was stopped the moment when the disciples met the Lord (v.51) ---- all the troubles will pass away in the second coming of the Lord. 

【The Microcosm of the Kingdom of a Thousand Years】

A. All of those who are of the Lord will come to the garden of God ---- “the land of Gennesaret” (v.53).

B. The earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah ---- “the people recognized Jesus” (v.54).

C. To enjoy the Lord’s healing power ---- “all the patients were made well” (v.55, 56).

Mark Chapter Seven
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Teachings Concerning Purification of the Bondman the Savior】

R. To the evil criticizers ---- the Pharisees and some of the scribes (v.1-13);

S. To the common people (v.14-16);

T. To His disciples (v.17-23);

【The Service of the Bondman the Savior Among the Gentiles】

A. Who cast off the demon in the daughter of the Greek woman though only the power of His words (v.24-30);

B. Who healed the one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech through the actions of “taking him aside, putting His fingers in his ears, and touching and saying” (v.31-37);

II. Verse by Verse commentary
Mark. 7:1 “Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes came together to Him, having come from Jerusalem.”
YLT: “And gathered together unto him are the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, having come from Jerusalem,”
Literal Meaning: “the Pharisees and some of the scribes”, “the Pharisees” were those who emphasized the letters of the law in Judaism and considered that they were “separated” (the meaning of Pharisees) from others. “The scribes” were those who specially transcribed the law and taught the law. The Jews usually called them “rabbi”. Most of the scribes were Pharisees, but not all the Pharisees were scribes. 

“Who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus”, “Jerusalem” was the center of the Jewish religion and politics. They came far away from Jerusalem to find Jesus, for they thought the words and deeds of Jesus and His disciples had gone against the teachings of Judaism.

Spiritual Meaning: “the scribes and the Pharisees” symbolize all the religious believers all over the world, including the formal Christians. “Jerusalem” symbolizes the root of all religions.
 
Mark. 7:2 “Now when they saw some of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, with unwashed hands, they found fault.”
YLT: “and having seen certain of his disciples with defiled hands -- that is, unwashed -- eating bread, they found fault;”
Literal Meaning: “eat bread with defiled, that is, with unwashed hands, they found fault”, “defiled” referred to the hands that had not been washed according to the religious customs. The matter of “washing hands” that they kept was a religious ceremony, which was not for the sake of cleanness.

  “That is”, this was an explanation of Mark for the customs of the Jews, and because the Gospel of Mark was written to the Gentiles (please see the “introduction of the Gospel of Mark”).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
a) The Christianity at present had accumulated many traditions in the past two thousand years. However it is not obligatory for Christians to obey those traditions. 

b) If we stress on the outward regulations and ways, we may also become the “scribes and Pharisees” in this age.

Mark. 7:3 “For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands in a special way, holding the tradition of the elders.”
YLT: “for the Pharisees, and all the Jews, if they do not wash the hands to the wrist, do not eat, holding the tradition of the elders,”
Meaning of Words: “elder”: a senior; “hold”: keep, use strength, seize or retain; “in a special way”: with the fist;

The Background: “the tradition of the elders”, it referred to the annotations and extensions of the Law of Moses by famous law-teachers throughout all ages. All of them were preserved in an oral manner and were strictly kept by the Pharisees. According to the Law of Moses, priests had to wash their hands and their feet before entering the temple to serve (see Ex. 30:19). However, in the light of the supplementary teachings preserved in oral, the commandment towards priests had been extended to the sphere of the details of the common people’s life. For example, they had to wash their hands before eating bread, lest they have touched unclean things (such as dead body, dead cattle and unclean animals). The rabbis always said, “The holy people (the people of Israel) who live in the holy land (Canaan) must speak the holy language (Hebrew language) and eat holy food (washing their hands).”
Literal Meaning: “wash their hands in a special way”, “wash… in a special way”, it meant that they immersed their hands up to the wrist.

 
Mark. 7:4 “When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches. ”
YLT: “and, from the market-place, if they do not baptize themselves, they do not eat; and many other things there are that they received to hold, baptisms of cups, and pots, and brazen vessels, and couches.”
Meaning of Words: “wash”: baptize; “washing”: baptizing; 

The Background: there were three kinds of washings that the Pharisees have received and hold:

1. Washing hands: to immerse one’s hands until his wrists (see v.2-3);

2. Washing: to immerse one’s whole body into water;

3. Washing substances: to immerse utensils like cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches into water;

Literal Meaning: “when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash”. ---- They were afraid that they might have touched the gentiles or some Jews having not kept the customs that they themselves were defiled. Therefore, they had to be cleaned through the process like washing before eating. 

  “They have received and hold”, the word “receive” was usually used among the Jews in all their teachings, regulations, customs and practices that were passed down generation from generation. The Apostle Paul also used this word to when he mentioned the bread and cup (1Cor.11:23) as well as the gospel (1Cor15:1) “received” from the Lord and 

  The word “washing” in this verse was the same as the word “baptizing” in the original. 

 
Mark. 7:5 “Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?" ”
YLT: “Then question him do the Pharisees and the scribes, `Wherefore do thy disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but with unwashed hands do eat the bread?'”
 
Mark. 7:6 “He answered and said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: "This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. ”
YLT: “and he answering said to them -- `Well did Isaiah prophesy concerning you, hypocrites, as it hath been written, This people with the lips doth honor Me, and their heart is far from Me;”
Meaning of Words: “hypocrites”: acting, performance; 
The Background: the background of the word “hypocrites” was that the actors on stage at that time often spoke under masks to hide their true faces so as to play an assumed character vividly.
Literal Meaning: “well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,” the words from verse 6 to 7 are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (29:13). “Hypocrites” means their words discord with their deeds.

  “This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.” ---- Religionists are usually characterized by having only the appearance of worship instead of the reality of worship. Such condition is especially manifested in that “he says what he does not mean” ---- Though they speak logically and clearly, they actually worship God with their lips but not honor God in their hearts.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) There have been hypocrites among God’s people since the ancient times. It is especially so today.  

2) Hypocrisy is not indeed bad but falsely good. However the false goodness is even worse.

3) God is a spirit, and who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (see John. 4:24). The most important thing in worshiping God is one’s heart, not the lips. 

4) The Lord not only sits down on the right hand of the Majesty on high (Heb. 1:3) but also dwells in our hearts (Eph. 3:17). Therefore what the heavenly people should pay attention to is not the outward ways but the inner real state (see Rom. 2:28-29).

Mark. 7:7 “And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' ”
YLT: “and in vain do they worship Me, teaching teachings, commands of men;”
Literal Meaning: “teaching as doctrines the commandment of men”, they fell into the condition that men’s opinions had replaced God’s will and men’s views had been in place of God’s revelation. What they really paid attention to was not what had God spoken, but what had men spoken.

“Worship Me”, it means honoring God and emphasizing the fear of God or piety.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The amazing words passed by any spiritual man can never have the identical authority with the word of God.

2) It can not satisfy the Lord’s hearts if one holds high any spiritual giant and worships or serves according to his instructions.

3) Those that “say one thing but mean another thing” (see v.6) specially stress what men think and speak, but ignore what God thinks and speaks. It’s no wonder in vain they worship God.

4) “In vain they worship Me.” ---- It shows that if one’s motivation for worshiping is wrong, the worship of God will be wrong too. And more than that, some worship may be in vain.

Mark. 7:8 “For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men --the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do." ”
YLT: “for, having put away the command of God, ye hold the tradition of men, baptisms of pots and cups; and many other such like things ye do.'”
Literal Meaning: because they “taught as doctrines the commandment of men” (see v.7), men’s tradition treated higher than God’s commandment. Moreover, they abolished the commandment of God by the tradition of men. They had abandoned the commandment of God because of the tradition of men.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Today many Christians and Catholics disregard much God’s word for the sake of keeping the tradition of their assembly. 

2) If men’s words were added to God’s word, men themselves might eventually transgress the word of God. 

3) In the eyes of the Lord, it is not serious to go against the teachings of spiritual men and religionists (the tradition of the elders). It is indeed serious to transgress the words of God (the commandment of God). 

4) What Christians should obey is God’s words. Any doctrine or teaching should not replace God’s words.

Mark. 7:9 “He said to them, "All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.”
YLT: “And he said to them, `Well do ye put away the command of God that your tradition ye may keep;”
Spiritual Meaning: “men’s religion” focuses on “men’s tradition” ---- the utterance of great men, traditional views, vain customs and rigid tradition and etc, but forsakes “the commandment of God” ---- the word of God, transient revelation, the spirit of the truth and everlasting fresh enlightenment. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If men walk according to the outward customs, they may totally go against the intrinsic meaning of “the word of God”.  

2) To keep the tradition of men will finally cause men to forsake, skillfully, the word of God.

Mark. 7:10 “For Moses said, "Honor your father and your mother'; and, "He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.' ”
YLT: “for Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, He who is speaking evil of father or mother -- let him die the death;”
Meaning of Words: “honor”: respect; “curses”: speak evil of, insult, revile;
Literal Meaning: “let him be put to death.” ---- There are “die” and “death” in the original (let him die the death) and the “die” means to be ended. The whole sentence means “by death, let him die”.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Honor your father and your mother”, it is the first commandment about interpersonal relationship in the Ten Commandment. Parents, the origin of children, symbolize that God is the origin of men. God’s intention is to let us honor God by honoring one’s father and mother. 

2) He who curses father or mother must have some problems with God and will fall into spiritual death (see Rom. 8:6).  

3) He who honors God must honor his parents. It is not the right attitude for believers to ignore family responsibilities on the pretext of God’s word.

Mark. 7:11 “But you say, "If a man says to his father or mother, "Whatever profit you might have received from me is Corban"--' (that is, a gift to God),”
YLT: “and ye say, If a man may say to father or to mother, Korban (that is, a gift), whatever thou mayest be profited out of mine,”
The Background: “Corban”, a kind of dedication with a vow by devoting possessions, originated from Jephthah’s vow (see Judge 11:29-40). Men had no right to draw on the substances that were appointed by the owners as “Corban”. The problem was that such money was allowed to be used for other purposes besides religion, and the one who devoted could even take them for himself according to his own will. Therefore, the oath of “Corban” had turned to a kind of artifice used by children to avoid the obligatory responsibility for their parents according to the law.
Literal Meaning: “Whatever profit you might have received from me is Corban”, it meant that you could not use them, for I had devoted them to God. 

 
Mark. 7:12 “then you no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother,”
YLT: “and no more do ye suffer him to do anything for his father or for his mother,”
The Background: some unfilial Judaic believers usually made use of lawful parries and vowed to dedicate his property to the holy temple in order to evade the responsibility of supporting parents. Moreover, they regarded themselves as the supervisors of the property and still used the property as usual.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Pay what is God’s to God, and what is men’s to men. If someone covers his unfilial behaviors by dedication, he had made use of religion to do evil or to cover his evilness. 

2) The glory of God is not established on the pain of others. Loving God and loving parents are in complete accord. Religion and morality are inseparable. 

3) If one does not love his brother whom he has seen, he will not love God whom he has not seen. He that loves God loves also his brother (1John 4:21).
Mark. 7:13 “making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed down. And many such things you do." ”
YLT: “setting aside the word of God for your tradition that ye delivered; and many such like things ye do.'”
Meaning of Words: “hand down”: surrender, transmit;
Literal Meaning: “making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed down”, the Pharisees supported the pretext of “Corban” on the basis of the words in the Scripture that one shall not break his word (see Num.30:2). Apparently, they seemed to be rather right, for they “explained the scriptures through scriptures” ---- to maintain the word of God through God’s word. However, the Lord Jesus said that they “handed down their tradition”. Their faults lay in that:

1. They used a biblical teaching (one shall not break his word) to abolish another biblical teaching (one shall honor his father and mother).

2. They ignored the whole spirit of the Scripture, but caught only fragments of the Scripture when they applied the biblical teachings.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) To inherit men’s tradition may make “the word of God” of no effect. Therefore, once we have become Christians, we shall not receive any men’s tradition, conception or views, but spend our time reading the Scriptures well and keep the word of God simply.

2) If any men’s interpretation on the Scriptures goes against the above-mentioned two faults, it will be turned to “men’s tradition”. When we search spiritual writings, if we are not watchful much, we may “make the word of God of no effect” because of “tradition”.

3) God has made us competent, ministers of new covenant, not of letter, but of spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens (2Cor3:6).
Mark. 7:14 “When He had called all the multitude to Himself, He said to them, "Hear Me, everyone, and understand:”
YLT: “And having called near all the multitude, he said to them, `Hearken to me, ye all, and understand;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What the Lord has said to others is also said to us ------“the multitude”. 

2) It is in vain for us to hear but not understand. May the Lord give us the ears of hearing and hearts of understanding (see Matt. 13-16).

Mark. 7:15 “There is nothing that enters a man from outside which can defile him; but the things which come out of him, those are the things that defile a man.”
YLT: “there is nothing from without the man entering into him that is able to defile him, but the things coming out from him, those are the things defiling the man.”
Literal Meaning: “there is nothing that enters a man from outside which can defile him”, “enters a man from outside”, it refers to food (see v.19); “defile him”: to make men “common and unclean” (see Acts. 11:8), i.e. to make someone not be “sanctified” (see John. 17:19).

“But the things which come out of him, those are the things that defile a man”, “but the things which come out of him”, they refer to the thoughts, words and behaviors coming out of men’s hearts (see v.21-22). 

The scribes and Pharisees talked about the problem of cleanness by “washing hands” (see v.2). Now the Lord Jesus elevated the whole matter unto the real meaning of purification by the discussion of “food”. The uncleanness in letters was insignificant, but the uncleanness in morality was significant.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) All the real uncleanness originates from the inner part of men ---- it is a matter of heart, not of hands. 
2) Religious believers have the concepts of substances and letters only and yet lack the spiritual sight. Anyone with spiritual sight knows that the true uncleanness is evil ideas in men’s hearts instead of the impropriety of food and religious ceremonies. 

3) In the life of the heavenly kingdom, the uncleanness is not outward but inner appearance, not physical but spiritual.

Mark. 7:16 “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear!" ”
YLT: “If any hath ears to hear -- let him hear.'”
 
Mark. 7:17 “When He had entered a house away from the crowd, His disciples asked Him concerning the parable.”
YLT: “And when he entered into a house from the multitude, his disciples were questioning him about the simile,”
 
Mark. 7:18 “So He said to them, "Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him,”
YLT: “and he saith to them, `So also ye are without understanding! Do ye not perceive that nothing from without entering into the man is able to defile him?”
Literal Meaning: “whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him”, “whatever enters a man from outside” refers to food (see v.2, 19); “defile”, it does not speak of the uncleanness concerning the public hygiene, but the uncleanness in regard to customs.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Our heart is slow that we shall ask the Lord to open our understanding to “understand” His word (see Luke 24:25, 45).

2) The key of the matter does not lie in the outside ways, but the heart inside.

Mark. 7:19 “because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?" ”
YLT: “because it doth not enter into his heart, but into the belly, and into the drain it doth go out, purifying all the meats.'”
Literal Meaning: “purifying all foods”, some Bible exegetes thought they were parentheses added by Mary, not the Lord’s words at that time, so they were presented in parenthesis.

 
Mark. 7:20 “And He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man.”
YLT: “And he said -- `That which is coming out from the man, that doth defile the man;”
Literal Meaning: “and they defile a man”, the word “and” in the original is emphatic.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The nominal believers only see the outside uncleanness of men, so they strictly keep the regulations of cleanness. However, the Lord sees clearly the inside defilement of men. May the Lord enlighten us that we not only cleanse our works but also our heart.

2) The Lord’s attention is not on material things but spiritual things. Health counts for little. However, the uncleanness of men’s hearts counts for much.

3) The defilement stems from the unclean heart instead of violating the outside regulations.

Mark. 7:21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,”
YLT: “for from within, out of the heart of men, the evil reasonings do come forth, adulteries, whoredoms, murders,”
Literal Meaning: “proceed”: give forth continually;

“Evil thoughts”: evil schemes, the beginning of all men’s sins;

“Murders” or “adultery”, it refers to the sexual acts that ruin the marital relations.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked (Jer. 17:9). All the wickedness of men is on account of the deceitfulness of men’s heart. 

2) An evil heart produces evil thoughts, and the evil thoughts bring forth evil acts. All the outside evil acts of man are out of the evil thoughts inside.

3) The heart of believers shall only be cleansed (see Eph. 5:26) by appropriating the water in the Lord’s water frequently. This is the fundamental way of blocking the evil thoughts and actions. 

Mark. 7:22 “thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.”
YLT: “thefts, covetous desires, wickedness, deceit, arrogance, an evil eye, evil speaking, pride, foolishness;”
Literal Meaning: “fornications”: the illegitimate sexual action between unmarried couples or outside the couple; 

  “Deceit”: “deception”;

  “An evil eye”: the eye that designs evil, which also refers to hostility, enmity, envy;

“Lewdness” or “licentiousness”: shameless and unlimited indulgence in sexual actions; 

“Blasphemy”: it mainly refers to the blasphemy against God as well as slanders to men;

 
Mark. 7:23 “All these evil things come from within and defile a man." ”
YLT: “all these evils do come forth from within, and they defile the man.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: the uncleanness of men’s hearts is the root of all evil and uncleanness.
 
Mark. 7:24 “From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And He entered a house and wanted no one to know it, but He could not be hidden. ”
YLT: “And from thence having risen, he went away to the borders of Tyre and Sidon, and having entered into the house, he wished none to know, and he was not able to be hid,”
Literal Meaning: “there”, it refers to the land of Gennesaret (see 6:53). 

  “Tyre and Sidon” were port cities of the Mediterranean in the region of Phoenicia (Lebanon right now), on the northern part of the Sea of Galilee. They had been cursed by God (see Is. 23, Joel. 3:4).
Spiritual Meaning: “the region of Tyre and Sidon” was the land of Gentiles, symbolizing the circumstances which were far away from the circumstance influenced by the religious power.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord would rather depart to the places where had been cursed by God than be with the hypocritical Pharisees. The Lord would rather show mercy to publicly-known sinners than linger among the secret sinners.

2) The Lord Jesus would not make Himself known publicly, but could not be hidden. On the contrary, man usually tries his best to manifest himself because of expecting earnestly to show himself.

3) The incarnated Christ is the boundless God who hides himself within the body of men. However, He is so full that His fullness may usually overflow ---- “could not be hidden”.

Mark. 7:25 “For a woman whose young daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him, and she came and fell at His feet.”
YLT: “for a woman having heard about him, whose little daughter had an unclean spirit, having come, fell at his feet, --”
Literal Meaning: “a woman”, she was a Greek, Syrophenician by race (See Mark. 7:26).
Spiritual Meaning: “a woman”, she represents the Gentiles who desire to receive the Lord. 

  “My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” ---- “Daughter”, born by the woman, referred to the life and behaviors out of the natural life, and the life was bound and controlled by the devil (see 1John. 5:19).
 
Mark. 7:26 “The woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the demon out of her daughter.”
YLT: “and the woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phenician by nation -- and was asking him, that the demon he may cast forth out of her daughter.”
Literal Meaning: “a Syro-Phoenician by birth”, the Phoenician in the area of Syria. Through this word, Mark might intent to show the Syro-Phoenician was different from the Libya-Phoenician (the Carthaginian) in North Africa.

Enlightenment in the Word: the woman of Canaan came to call upon the Lord for her daughter’s difficulty. We shall also pray to the Lord for our children so that they may enjoy the divine grace. 

 
Mark. 7:27 “But Jesus said to her, "Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the little dogs." ”
YLT: “And Jesus said to her, `Suffer first the children to be filled, for it is not good to take the children's bread, and to cast to the little dogs.'”
The Background: in the old times the Jews called the Gentiles “dogs”. It was a scornful appellation and yet later became a pet phrase, just like Chinese people called the while race “foreign devils”.

Literal Meaning: “throw it to the little dogs”, “dogs” in the original are “domestic young puppies”, which are treated as pets of family members or playmates of children. It shows that: 1) the dogs are related to the lord of the house; 2) the lord is responsible for feeding them; 3) in a family, the children should take bread first and then the dogs; 4) children eat what is on the table and dogs eat what falls from the table.
Spiritual Meaning: “Let the children be filled first”, it means that the salvation of the Lord has no restriction, but has its order ---- to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (see Rom. 1:16).

“The children’s bread” typifies that the Lord is “the bread of life” (John. 6:35); “children” typifies the Jews, especially “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (See v.24); “dogs” typifies the Gentiles. 

“It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the little dogs”, the Lord Jesus here didn’t despise the Greek woman but showed the priority of His ministry through these words ---- He came to give His salvation to the Jews first and then to the Gentiles.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord Jesus came to the world to be the “bread” that came down out of the heaven in order to make men live by eating Him (see John. 6:51). 
2) Believers should do all things decently and in order (see 1Cor. 14:40). We should not do as we please according to our own desires.

Mark. 7:28 “And she answered and said to Him, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the children's crumbs." ”
YLT: “And she answered and saith to him, `Yes, sir; for the little dogs also under the table do eat of the children's crumbs.'”
Literal Meaning: she seized the Lord’s words ---- “little dogs” and humbly admitted that she was only a little dog. Moreover, she boldly declared that the “domestic dogs” (the meaning of little dogs in the original) belonged to the lord and had the right to eat crumbs that the children did not need any more. 

Please note that the Lord Jesus departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon (v.21) for He was rejected by the Jews. Therefore He was like the “crumbs” falling from the table.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Greek woman did not get annoyed when the Lord compared her as “little dogs”, but was willing to stand in the position of “little dogs” and called upon the Lord. Finally she received the grace of the Lord (see v.28). God sets Himself against proud, but to humble gives grace (see James. 4:6, 1Pet. 5:5).

2) The condition of a prayer’s being answered is to seize the words that the Lord has said as a handle and pray to Him ---- it is a good way to pray with the words that the Lord had spoken in the Bible. 

3) When learning to pray, believers should not ask for great matters in the beginning, but start from asking for “crumbs”.

4) Since the position of we gentile believers before God was like “little dogs”, we were unworthy of receiving grace. However, the full grace has flown from the Jews to the Gentiles like the “crumbs” falling from the table so that we have also obtained the opportunity of receiving grace. Thanks the Lord!

Mark. 7:29 “Then He said to her, "For this saying go your way; the demon has gone out of your daughter." ”
YLT: “And he said to her, `Because of this word go; the demon hath gone forth out of thy daughter;'”
Literal Meaning: “for this saying”, it referred to her words of asking for crumbs in the position of “little dogs”.

Spiritual Meaning: the daughter of the Greek woman was delivered from the devil, which typified that the Lord turned to the Gentiles because of being rejected by the Jews so that the Gentile believers received salvation (see Rom. 11:11).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “For this saying”, obviously the wording of our prayer is rather important. In our prayers, we shall not only have right heart before God, but also right words. 

2) One must have spiritual mind in his prayer so that the words of his prayer can touch the will of the Lord. Otherwise, though there is much words, it is still of vanity. 

3) There is a principle in the spiritual area, namely, what we have uttered has rather great value. God not only looks on our heart, but also our words. Though God knows clearly the hearts and reins of us as well as what we are asking for, He likes us to speak it out.

4) Anyone who is willing to humble himself and stands in the position where he is supposed to stand shall be praised by the Lord. 

5) Since she had eaten the Lord as the “crumbs” of bread (see v.28), her daughter was healed ---- it is a good way to have a good life by eating and enjoying the Lord.
Mark. 7:30 “And when she had come to her house, she found the demon gone out, and her daughter lying on the bed.”
YLT: “and having come away to her house, she found the demon gone forth, and the daughter laid upon the couch.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) He who believes in the Lord’s words will surely see the effect of the Lord’s words with his own eyes.

2) The devil usually makes men unrest. Once the devil is cast off, men shall rest.

Mark. 7:31 “Again, departing from the region of Tyre and Sidon, He came through the midst of the region of Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee.”
YLT: “And again, having gone forth from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, he came unto the sea of Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis,”
Literal Meaning: if we search the map, we will see that the way of the Lord Jesus was rather circuitous. He firstly went northwards to Sidon and then turned eastwards to the region of Decapolis and finally came southwards to the Sea of Galilee, namely, the country of the Gadarenes where He cast the flock of demons 

 
Mark. 7:32 “Then they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech, and they begged Him to put His hand on him.”
YLT: “and they bring to him a deaf, stuttering man, and they call on him that he may put the hand on him.”
Literal Meaning: “they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech”, since the man was both deaf and dumb, he could neither hear the Lord’s words nor open his mouth to call upon the Lord. However, he was so blessed that there were certain ones interceding for him.

  Some Bible exegetes thought the man who was deaf and dumb was also a gentle person.

Spiritual Meaning: “one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech”, it symbolizes the spiritual deafness and dumbness of men ---- who can neither hear the praise of God, nor praise God (see Is. 35:6), nor speak for the Lord (see Is.56:10).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Our “ears” are often “deaf”, so we cannot hear the voice of the Son of God. Our “tongues” are usually “dumb” so we can not say the will of God clearly.

2) A common saying goes like this: “nine out of ten deaf are dumb”, which means that dumbness is often caused by deafness. If our ears are opened to hear the Lord’s words, our tongues will also be loosed so that we can praise and pray to the Lord as well as bear witness of the Lord.

3) That believers can not speak for the Lord is on account of having not heard the words of God. We shall firstly learn to hear words of God, and then learn to speak for the Lord. The one whose spiritual eyes are deaf and that refuse to hear the Lord’s words cannot pray.

4) He who offends in word may probably have not heard the Lord’s word with his heart.

Mark. 7:33 “And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and touched his tongue.”
YLT: “And having taken him away from the multitude by himself, he put his fingers to his ears, and having spit, he touched his tongue,”
Meaning of Words: “put”: insert;
Spiritual Meaning: “and He took him aside from the multitude”, the Lord delivered him from being disturbed by the multitude so that he would see the Lord only instead of seeing men.

“And put His fingers in his ears”, the Lord opened his ears first to enable him to hear His word.

“And He spat and touched his tongue”, “spat” symbolized the word which went out through the Lord's mouth.

 
Mark. 7:34 “Then, looking up to heaven, He sighed, and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." ”
YLT: “and having looked to the heaven, he sighed, and saith to him, `Ephphatha,' that is, `Be thou opened;'”
Meaning of Words: “be opened”: open up;
Literal Meaning: “Ephphatha” meant “being opened”, which was Syrian ---- the common language spoken by the Jews dwelling the area of Palestine.

Spiritual Meaning: “looking up to heaven, He sighed”, “look up”, it indicates that God the Father is the origin of His healing power; “sign” mianfests His compassion and mercy in His heart.

 
Mark. 7:35 “Immediately his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly.”
YLT: “and immediately were his ears opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and he was speaking plain.”
 
Mark. 7:36 “Then He commanded them that they should tell no one; but the more He commanded them, the more widely they proclaimed it.”
YLT: “And he charged them that they may tell no one, but the more he was charging them, the more abundantly they were proclaiming ,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What is most important for believers who speak for the Lord is to speak according to what they have heard from the Lord. If the proclamations are not in the light of the Lord’s commandment, even though they are good words, they can still not be accepted by the Lord.

2) From another aspect, all those who are “opened (v.35)” by the Lord must proclaim ---- “the Lord commanded more”, “the men proclaimed more”. 

Mark. 7:37 “And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, "He has done all things well. He makes both the deaf to hear and the mute to speak." ”
YLT: “and they were being beyond measure astonished, saying, `Well hath he done all things; both the deaf he doth make to hear, and the dumb to speak.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: “He has done all things well.” ---- That is true. All that He has done are well. We shall feel relieved to entrust ourselves to Him, for what He has done in us are all good. 

 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Features of the Workers of the Lord】

A. The Lord’s works are beyond regulations ---- one can eat without washing hands (v.1-23);

B. The Lord’s works involve those who are unworthy ---- the woman of Canaan obtained grace (v.24-30);
C. The Lord’s works deliver those who are crushed ---- He healed the one was deaf and had an impediment in his speech (v.31-37);

【Faults of the Religionists】

A. Keeping the tradition of the elders (v.1-5);

B. Hypocrisy ---- honor God with their lips, but their heart is far from God (v.6).
C. Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men (v.7);

D. Making the word of God of no effect through their tradition (v.8-13);

【The Spiritual Discernment】

A. One need not keep the tradition of elders, but the truth of God must be kept (v.1-5).

B. The worship of lips may not true, but the worship of spirit and truth is really true (v.6).

C. The commandment of men may not be reasonable, but the commandment of God is truth (v.7).

D. Keeping the elders’ tradition shall make the word of God of no effect (v.8-13).

E. Nothing that enters a man from outside can defile him, but the things which come out of him are the things that defile a man (v.14-23).

【Three Forms of Sins】

A. Which are manifested in men’s nature ---- out of the heart of men (v.21a);

B. Which are manifested in men’s mind ---- evil thoughts (v.21b);

C. Which are manifested in men’s actions ---- adulteries, thefts (v.21c-22);

【How to Enjoy the Authority of the Lord?】

A. One shall be humble before the Lord (v.24-25).

B. One shall have clear prayers (v.26).

C. One shall understand the Lord’s words (v.27).

D. One shall keep himself in right position (v.28). 
E. One shall pray to the Lord with right “words” (v.29).

F. One shall have faith in the Lord’s word (v.30).

【How to Speak for the Lord?】

A. One shall pray to the Lord for one another (v.31-32).

B. One shall enjoy the close fellowship with the Lord alone ---- Jesus took him aside from the multitude (v.33a).

C. One’s spiritual ears shall be opened first ---- put His fingers in his ears (v.33b).

D. One shall be anointed and immersed by the Lord’s word ---- He spat and touched his tongue (v.33c).

E. One shall obtain clear words from the Lord ---- “Ephphatha” (v.34-35).

【All that He Had Done Were Well】

A. His ways are amazing ----His ways are higher than men’s ways (v.31).

B. His works are amazing ---- He does not work according to men’s prayer (v.32-33).

C. His words are amazing ---- His words take its effect immediately (v.34-35).

D. His grace is amazing ---- His grace makes men hear first and speak afterwards (v.36-37).

Mark Chapter Eight
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Service and Training of the Bondman the Savior with His Disciples】

U. He fed four thousands men with seven loaves (v.1-19).

V. He refused to show signs before the Pharisees (v.10-13).

W. He asked the disciples to take heed of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod (v.14-21).

X. He healed the blind man in Bethsaida (v.22-26).

Y. Peter knew that Jesus is the Christ (v.27-29).

Z. He prophesied His death and resurrection (v.30-33).

AA. He encouraged His disciples to take their crosses to follow Him (v.34-38).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 8:1 “In those days, the multitude being very great and having nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples to Him and said to them,”

YLT: “In those days the multitude being very great, and not having what they may eat, Jesus having called near his disciples, saith to them,”

Literal Meaning: “in those days, the multitude being very great”, “in those days” referred to the period when they were in Decapolis (see 7:31). Judging from the time and place, among the multitude there were not only the Jews but also the Gentiles. 

Mark. 8:2 “"I have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and have nothing to eat.”

YLT: “`I have compassion upon the multitude, because now three days they do continue with me, and they have not what they may eat;”

Literal Meaning: “I have compassion on the multitude”, “compassion”, it also appeared in verse 34 of chapter six, so He was moved with compassion for them, “because they were as sheep not having a shepherd”. In the Lord’s humanity, He is full of the virtue of compassion, mercy and kindness.

  “Have nothing to eat”, that the multitude had nothing to eat indicated that the Lord Himself also had nothing to eat. However, what He was concerned about was not whether He had food or not, but whether the whole people had food to eat. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord did not change the rock into bread for Himself when He had been hungry for forty days (see Matt. 4:1-4). However, He had compassion on the multitude when they were hungry for three days. The mind of Christ is to take care of others instead of Himself (see Pill. 2:4-5). 
2) Eating the Lord is not a thing that can be done once and for all. We must eat, drink and enjoy the Lord everyday.
Mark. 8:3 “And if I send them away hungry to their own houses, they will faint on the way; for some of them have come from afar." ”

YLT: “and if I shall let them away fasting to their home, they will faint in the way, for certain of them are come from far.'”

Literal Meaning: “they will faint on the way”, “faint”, it is used to describe the unfastened bow, so it means becoming powerless, weary, infirm and exhausted. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We are running the heavenly race. If we do not look steadfastly on Jesus, we may be weary and faint (see Heb.12:1-3).

2) But they that wait upon Jehovah shall renew strength: they shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run, and not tire. They shall walk, and not faint (Is. 40:31).

Mark. 8:4 “Then His disciples answered Him, "How can one satisfy these people with bread here in the wilderness?" ”

YLT: “And his disciples answered him, `Whence shall any one be able these here to feed with bread in a wilderness?'”

Literal Meaning: since the disciples had already witnessed the sign of five thousands men fed by loaves and two fish last time (see 6:30-44), they still asked such question this time. Such folly was really unbelievable. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If our eyes are fixed on the environment (“the wilderness”), we will find we are too limited to deal with the great need (“the multitude”).

2) The eyes of faith neither see us nor the environment, but the Lord.

3) Faith makes us look into the future according to our experience in the past. We should have perfect faith so that we can transform the past experience into the present help. 

Mark. 8:5 “He asked them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven." ”

YLT: “And he was questioning them, `How many loaves have ye?' and they said, `Seven.'”

Literal Meaning: the Lord might ask the question here with the purpose of reminding the disciples. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though the provision was out of the “compassion” of the Lord (see v.2), it still needed the cooperation of men ---- to devote the loaves and fish. Though He is a God who “calls the things which be not as being” (Rom.4:17), He is willing to manifest His fullness through our poverty. 

2) “How many loaves do you have?” ---- The Lord blesses others with what we have had instead of what have not had. 

3) No matter how poor or young we are, there must be something that we can dedicate to the Lord for His use.
Mark. 8:6 “So He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves and gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before them; and they set them before the multitude. ”

YLT: “And he commanded the multitude to sit down upon the ground, and having taken the seven loaves, having given thanks, he brake, and was giving to his disciples that they may set before ; and they did set before the multitude.”

Meaning of Words: “gave thanks”: be grateful, express gratitude; “set”: deposit, present; 

Spiritual Meaning: please see the commentary of verse 41, chapter 6.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In quietness and confidence shall be our strength (see Is. 30:15).

2) If the loaves and fish have been kept whole, they cannot be food of the multitude. If we have not been “broken” by the Lord, we will not be the blessings of others. 

3) “Gave them to His disciples to set before them”, we shall desire to be channels of delivering the Lord’s abundant grace. Nevertheless, we shall firstly receive something from the Lord and then we are able to give something to others.

Mark. 8:7 “They also had a few small fish; and having blessed them, He said to set them also before them.”

YLT: “And they had a few small fishes, and having blessed, he said to set them also before ;”

Meaning of Words: “bless”: praise, speak well of; 

Spiritual Meaning: “They also had a few small fish”, “loaves” represent resources in the land, and “fish” stands for the resources in the sea; the former is on behalf of plants, and the latter represents animals. The former symbolizes the richness prodeuced from death (see John 12:24), and the latter indicates the blessings after shedding blood (see Heb.9:22).

Mark. 8:8 “So they ate and were filled, and they took up seven large baskets of leftover fragments. ”

YLT: “and they did eat and were filled, and they took up that which was over of broken pieces -- seven baskets;”

Literal Meaning: “large baskets” were utensils weaved by rush and canes. Such baskets were larger than the “hand-baskets (see 6:43)” and could even hold a man (see Acts 9:25).

Spiritual Meaning: “they took up seven large baskets full of fragments that were left”, “fragments” symbolize the superfluous and abundant grace; “seven” is the number of perfectness in this age; “seven large baskets” indicate that the Lord’s provision is more than sufficient, and even the remnants after enjoyment are still abundant and perfect.

Mark. 8:9 “Now those who had eaten were about four thousand. And He sent them away,”

YLT: “and those eating were about four thousand. And he let them away,”

Literal Meaning: “four thousands”, it did not include women and children (see Matt.15:38).

Spiritual Meaning: “four thousand men”, “four” symbolizes the creatures (see Rev. 4:7). Here it means that all the creatures enjoy the Lord’s provision.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The signs of the same nature had repeated twice, which indicated that how to provide many people with limited amount of loaves was a matter we had to learn but uneasy to learn. 

2) We usually fix our eyes on the poor and limited loaves in our hands and the great multitude before our eyes, but forget the heavenly blessings. May the Lord lead us into the step of relying on the blessings of God. 

Mark. 8:10 “immediately got into the boat with His disciples, and came to the region of Dalmanutha.”

YLT: “and immediately having entered into the boat with his disciples, he came to the parts of Dalmanutha,”

Meaning of Words: “Dalmanutha”: the torch burning slowing;

Literal Meaning: “came to the region of Dalmanutha,” “Magdala” was an area on the west bank of the Sea of Galilee. It was also called “Magdala” (see Matt. 15:39) but its certain position is not clear.

Mark. 8:11 “Then the Pharisees came out and began to dispute with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, testing Him.”

YLT: “and the Pharisees came forth, and began to dispute with him, seeking from him a sign from the heaven, tempting him;”

Meaning of Words: “sign”: indication; “test”: try, temp;

The Background: “the Pharisees” were in the beginning a group of people who loved the country and were pious to God. Then, they were separated from the Maccabean Party for the chief priest Simon was not for God but for himself, and therefore their rivals called them “the Pharisees” (it means “separation”). They tried to keep the law and traditions and made themselves higher than the common people. Therefore the word of Pharisees became their religious aim. Since they stressed on the law, gradually they were inclined to pay attention to men’s appearance instead of men’s heart. They prayed on the crossing, enlarged the borders and looked up at heaven lest they see women. They were strict to others and obstinately clung to regulations, but their hearts were still corruptible. Therefore men in the later generation explained “the Pharisees” as “hypocrites”.

Literal Meaning: “asked that He would show them a sign from heaven”, so far, the Lord had already showed many times of signs “on the earth”, but the hearts of the Pharisees were still hardened and refused to believe the Lord and even thought He cast out the demons by the power of the prince of the devils (see 3:22). Therefore, they asked Him to show them a sign “from heaven”, e.g. making a sound from heaven, or making the sun or moon go backwards and etc, and finally proved that He was sent from God.

  “Testing Him”, “testing” showed their unbelief towards the Lord.

Spiritual Meaning: “the Pharisees” symbolize the conservative fundamentalism in Christianity.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Pharisees emphasize the apparent phenomena and signs (“signs”), but ignore the inner connotation and reality. 

2) The pursuit of signs may secretly carry the motivation of tempting the Lord. Believers who are zealous of signs today may compel the Lord to show signs according to their own heart and need. This is also a sort of tempt. 

3) He who prays to the Lord shall be answered. But those who ask amiss or have wrong heart ---- “tempt Him”, or have crooked purpose will all be rejected by the Lord. 

Mark. 8:12 “But He sighed deeply in His spirit, and said, "Why does this generation seek a sign? Assuredly, I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation." ”

YLT: “and having sighed deeply in his spirit, he saith, `Why doth this generation seek after a sign? Verily I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation.'”
Literal Meaning: “generation”: the present age;

  “No sign shall be given to this generation.” ---- Seeing from the literal, it must be added another sentence so that the meaning shall be complete. Therefore the Lord’s words had a hidden meaning here, which was that if a sign would be given to this generation, it had to be a sign of another nature, namely, the sign of the prophet Jonah (see Matt. 12:39).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) No matter how many signs or wonders there are, they are still of no use to those who do not believe.

2) Only the risen Christ can satisfy the need of this generation, so the sign believers shall seek is the manifestation of the life of the risen Christ in us (see Phil.1:20).

Mark. 8:13 “And He left them, and getting into the boat again, departed to the other side.”

YLT: “And having left them, having entered again into the boat, he went away to the other side;”

Meaning of Words: “leave”: forsake, lay aside, send away;

Literal Meaning: “departed”, it indicated that the Pharisees tempted the Lord on purpose but were contrarily rejected by the Lord.

  “Getting into the boat again…to the other side”, “the other side” referred to the east bank of the Sea of Galilee. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “He departed”, the wrong and superficial pursuit (to seek signs) even hinders men from receiving revelation. It is vain for men to seek without taking Christ as the object. 

2) Religionists deliberately refuse to know the Lord, so the Lord reject them and give them up (see Rom. 1:28).

Mark. 8:14 “Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, and they did not have more than one loaf with them in the boat.”

YLT: “and they forgot to take loaves, and except one loaf they had nothing with them in the boat,”

Literal Meaning: “the disciples had forgotten to take bread”, they at that time went from the west bank of the Sea of Galilee where was densely populated to the east bank where was sparsely populated and was uneasy to buy bread. So it was not small carelessness for them. 

Enlightenment in the Word: as long as we had the presence of the Lord in the boat (in the church), though there was “only one loaf”, it would be sufficient to deal with the spiritual hunger, for Christ Himself is the exclusive and full bread in the universe and He can satisfy the need of men forever. 

Mark. 8:15 “Then He charged them, saying, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod." ”

YLT: “and he was charging them, saying, `Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod,'”

Literal Meaning: “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod”, “leaven” is a sort of unicellular fungi that can make bread to ferment. Bread that has been fermented will become more delicious.

Spiritual Meaning: “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod”, “leaven” refers to evil and corrupt things (see Exod. 12:20; 1Cor. 5:7-8) and evil teachings (see Matt.16:12; Gal. 5:8-9). “The leaven of the Pharisees” referred to their teachings, which made men pay attention to appearance, be hypocritical, behave in an affected manner and even earn the name of piety and etc. There might be two kinds of “leaven of Herod”: one was his bad example of secularism, which made men consider the fleshly life only and lead a befuddled life but not consider the matters concerning the kingdom of God, and the other was his evil heart (see Luke 13:31-32).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Leaven” is hidden in bread and makes the bread more delicious. Today in Christianity, a lot of men’s teachings covered by God’s words (bread) seem to help men to accept the Lord. However, they in fact corrupt those who eat them, so we should beware of the leaven.

2) Today, any doctrine that misleads men and has a form of piety but denys the power of it (2Tim. 3:5) is the “leaven of the Pharisees”.

3) The false doctrine will become the veil on one’s face and hinder him from knowing Christ (see 2Cor.3:13-16).

4) “The leaven of the Pharisees” and “the leaven of Herod” represent two extreme faults, which are the deceitful tool of Satan to deal with Christians. The former makes men unconsciously fall into the condition of loving the Lord apparently, but not loving Him actually, and the latter makes us just lay the Lord aside and love the world and cling to the lust directly. 

Mark. 8:16 “And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "It is because we have no bread." ”

YLT: “and they were reasoning with one another, saying -- `Because we have no loaves.'”

Literal Meaning: please see the commentary of verse 14.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is a fact that the disciples had taken no bread (see v.14). Paying too much attention to subjective facts will make men misunderstand God’s words. 

2) The Lord spoke of spiritual things (see v.15) and the disciples thought about material things. If men’s spiritual mind has not been opened (see Luke. 24:45), they still live in earthly realm and do not understand the Lord’s words. 

3) Material concepts and earthly cares usually hinder men from obtaining more spiritual knowledge.
Mark. 8:17 “But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, "Why do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor understand? Is your heart still hardened? ”

YLT: “And Jesus having known, saith to them, `Why do ye reason, because ye have no loaves? do ye not yet perceive, nor understand, yet have ye your heart hardened?”

Literal Meaning: the strict question of the Lord indicated that their shortage of spiritual understanding made the Lord deeply disappointed. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Jesus, being aware of it”, the Lord has a penetrating eye. He is the one who searches reins and hearts (see Rev.2:23).

2) Believers shall not focus on the physical matters (no bread), but on the spiritual ones (leaven).

3) We shall bear what we have seen and experienced in our hears, pondering again and again (Luke 2:19), and thus we can “perceive” and “understand”.

4) He who is “hardened” walks by sight, not by faith (see 2Cor.5:7).

5) The Lord completely rejected the Pharisees because of their hardening (see v.13), but He patiently enlightened and guided the disciples when they also turned to be hardened. The difference lay in their heart to the Lord. If man’s spiritual understanding is slow and yet has upright heart, he can still receive the Lord’s grace. 

Mark. 8:18 “Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember? ”

YLT: “Having eyes, do ye not see? and having ears, do ye not hear? and do ye not remember?”

Literal Meaning: the common mistakes that men may make are listed as below ---- “turning a blind eye to what they have seen”, “hearing but not receiving” and “forgetting immediately after turning around”. 

Mark. 8:19 “When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of fragments did you take up?" They said to Him, "Twelve." ”

YLT: “When the five loaves I did brake to the five thousand, how many hand-baskets full of broken pieces took ye up?' they say to him, `Twelve.'”

Literal Meaning: please see the details in chapter (v.34-44).

Mark. 8:20 “"Also, when I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of fragments did you take up?" And they said, "Seven." ”

YLT: “`And when the seven to the four thousand, how many hand-baskets full of broken pieces took ye up?' and they said, `Seven.'”

Literal Meaning: please see the details from verse 1 to 9 of this chapter.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) That the Lord had twice fed thousands of men with several loaves were great signs. But the disciples forgot them after only a few days. Therefore, the pursuit of spiritual gifts and the emphasis on signs and miracles have no great help for men to know Christ.

2) We usually, as the disciples, are skillful at the earthly things, but are vague about the spiritual things. Indeed, we need to be saved by the Lord!

3) The Lord here reminded them about their past experience in Him, thus making them come to understand. Therefore, we shall often number the Lord’s grace, which is beneficial for our spiritual mind. 

Mark. 8:21 “So He said to them, "How is it you do not understand?" ”

YLT: “And he said to them, `How do ye not understand?'”

Enlightenment in the Word: concerning spiritual things, we usually, as the disciples, lack spiritual power of discernment so that we may be deceived by the backsliding ones (see Rom. 16:17-18; Eph.4:14).
Mark. 8:22 “Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to touch him.”

YLT: “And he cometh to Bethsaida, and they bring to him one blind, and call upon him that he may touch him,”

Literal Meaning: “He came to Bethsaida”, “Bethsaida” was located in the northeast bank of the Sea of Galilee.

Spiritual Meaning: “blind man” symbolizes the one in whom the god of this world has blinded his thoughts (see 2Cor.4:4) that his spiritual sight is lost (see Acts 26:18; 2Peter 1:9).

Mark. 8:23 “So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything.”

YLT: “and having taken the hand of the blind man, he led him forth without the village, and having spit on his eyes, having put hands on him, he was questioning him if he doth behold anything:” 

Spiritual Meaning: “led him out of the town”, it meant that the man was separated from the crowds and was with the Lord alone.

“Spit” typified the “word” from which goes out through the Lord's mouth.

“Put His hands on him”, it symbolized union (see 1Tim.5:22) and passing on blessings (see 2Tim.1:6).

Note that it was the second time of the Lord Jesus who took the patient to leave the crowds and healed by the same way of “spitting” (see 7:32-35), just like the second time of feeding the people with the loaves. The repeated mention of them was purposed to reveal and instruct His disciples again. Therefore, signs in chapter eight were done to train the disciples.
Mark. 8:24 “And he looked up and said, "I see men like trees, walking."”

YLT: “and he, having looked up, said, `I behold men, as I see trees, walking.'”
Spiritual Meaning: this verse symbolized that in the early days when the mind of believers had been opened by the Lord, what they could see was not very clear and what they could discern in spirit was limited (see 1Cor.13:12). Just like the Lord’s disciples who knew “vaguely” before His ascension, they did not know the Lord completely until the day of Pentecost. 

Mark. 8:25 “Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly.”

YLT: “Afterwards again he put hands on his eyes, and made him look up, and he was restored, and discerned all things clearly,”

Meaning of Words: “look up”: receive sight; “restore”: reconstitute; 
Spiritual Meaning: the eyes of the blind man were gradually restored after the Lord twice put His hands on his eyes, which symbolized that we would gradually know the Lord and all spiritual things through the Lord’s repeated training.
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Spiritual enlightenment is increased gradually, not being received instantly. Therefore, we shall seek more to be touched by the Lord so that we will have more clear enlightenment. 

2) We shall not think we are already perfected, but shall “pursue and we may get possession” (Phil.3:12).

3) Though it was not very clear when he saw firstly, it was right. When he saw for the second time, the object had not been changed, but he could see more clearly. Therefore, we shall hold fast the goal of our pursuit, not seek other things because of seeing vaguely.  

Mark. 8:26 “Then He sent him away to his house, saying, "Neither go into the town, nor tell anyone in the town."”

YLT: “and he sent him away to his house, saying, `Neither to the village mayest thou go, nor tell to any in the village.'”
Spiritual Meaning: “him” (the blind man who was healed) typifies those who have obtained the revelation of God and seen the spiritual enlightenment. The “town” symbolizes opinions and viewpoints of men.
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) When the Lord healed that blind man, He firstly “led the man out of the town” (see v.23). After the man was healed, the Lord commanded him “not go into the town”. Yes, if one desires to see clearly, he shall be led out of the fleshly sphere by the Lord. After one has been enlightened, one shall not return back to the original status.

2) Those who have real revelation shall avoid taking counsel with flesh and blood (see Gal.1:16).

Mark. 8:27 “Now Jesus and His disciples went out to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road He asked His disciples, saying to them, "Who do men say that I am?" ”

YLT: “And Jesus went forth, and his disciples, to the villages of Cesarea Philippi, and in the way he was questioning his disciples, saying to them, `Who do men say me to be?'”

Literal Meaning: “came into the region of Caesarea Philippi”, it was located in the north of the Sea of Galilee, near to the root of the Mount Hermon, where was featured by strong heathen color.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Caesarea Philippi” was far away from religious atmosphere and sphere. The Lord specially brought the disciples there and asked them this important question, for traditional religious knowledge and concepts always deceive men and hinder them from receiving heavenly revelation. 

2) Knowing Jesus Christ is the access to the spiritual realm. Anyone who does not know Jesus Christ will not partake in the assembly and the kingdom of heaven.

Mark. 8:28 “So they answered, "John the Baptist; but some say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets." ”

YLT: “And they answered, `John the Baptist, and others Elijah, but others one of the prophets.'”

Literal Meaning: the distinguishing feature of “John the Baptist” (see Matt. 3:4) was his testimony of life. “Elijah” (See 1Kings. 19:14) was characterized by being jealous for God. “One of the prophets,” the feature of “prophets” was to speak for God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) John the Baptist, Elijah and prophets were all servants used by God and who spoke for God. They were at most like Christ in many aspects, but not Christ. Men can know Christ completely without revelation. 

2) Even the disciples who were with the Lord all day seemed not to know Christ clearly. Those who speak of Christ with their mouth may not truly know Christ. 

Mark. 8:29 “He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered and said to Him, "You are the Christ." ”

YLT: “And he saith to them, `And ye -- who do ye say me to be?' and Peter answering saith to him, `Thou art the Christ.'”

Literal Meaning: “you are the Christ,” “Christ” means the anointed one (Dan. 9:26) and this is the Lord’s ministry received from God. God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and sent Him into the world to fulfill His mission (see Luke. 4:18-19).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Neither Hearsay nor secondhand knowledge (“some say”) counts. Only personal and firsthand knowledge (“do you say”) count. What is important is whether we have true knowledge of the Lord. 

2) Knowing the Lord is the starting point for men to forsake everything and pursue and obtain Christ (see Pill. 3:8-12).

3) Only believing in Him is not enough, one has to confess Him with his mouth (see Rom. 10:9-10). The Lord likes us to declare that ---- “You are” the Christ.

Mark. 8:30 “Then He strictly warned them that they should tell no one about Him.”

YLT: “And he strictly charged them that they may tell no one about it,”

Literal Meaning: it was because the Jews had misunderstanding about “Christ” (the Messiah). They thought that the coming Messiah was the whole nation’s savior who would lead the Jews to rebel the domination of other nations and then build a kingdom of peace of the Jews. Therefore if they had publicized that “He is Christ”, it was of no help to His work of salvation and might contrarily cause troubles.

Enlightenment in the Word: natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to Him (see 1Cor. 2:14). Therefore, we should not tell the experience and things of the Spirit of God to others without any consideration (see Matt. 7:6). 

Mark. 8:31 “And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. ”

YLT: “and began to teach them, that it behoveth the Son of Man to suffer many things, and to be rejected by the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and to be killed, and after three days to rise again;”

Literal Meaning: “the Son of Man must suffer many things”, “the Son of Man” indicated that He was firstly bondman who suffered and then became the glorious Messiah (see Is. 53; Dan.7:13-14).

The Lord Jesus steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem to suffer many things and death, thus keeping the will of God and fulfilling the work of salvation rather than boasting His brute courage. 

    “Be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes”: being persecuted by the Jewish Sanhedrin; “The elders and chief priests and scribes” were the chief members of the Sanhedrin.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The deepest cross of believers is not troubles from unbelievers but that from those who have status in the assembly and have biblical knowledge (“the elders and chief priests”) and the trouble is numerous (“many things”). 

2) After men have known the divinity of Christ (v.29), they have also to know Christ who had redeemed men by death.

Mark. 8:32 “He spoke this word openly. Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. ”

YLT: “and openly he was speaking the word. And Peter having taken him aside, began to rebuke him,”

Meaning of Words: “rebuke”: reprove, warn, forbid;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Peter, according to his natural thoughts and feelings, dissuaded the Lord from going to the cross. Therefore, the natural man neither knows the cross nor pleases to receive the cross. 

2) Obviously Peter only heard the word of the first half “suffer many things…and be killed” but ignored the words of the last half “be raised the third day” (see v.31). He made the mistake that the people also made ---- paying attention to the negative words but neglecting the positive words. Actually the latter was more important. 

Mark. 8:33 “But when He had turned around and looked at His disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, "Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." ”

YLT: “and he, having turned, and having looked on his disciples, rebuked Peter, saying, `Get behind me, Adversary, because thou dost not mind the things of God, but the things of men.'”

Meaning of Words: “Satan”: the adversary, the accuser; “mindful”: put one’s mind in; 

Literal Meaning: “get behind Me, Satan!” ---- Peter’s dissuasion was out of Satan or like Satan, so it should not block the way ahead. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When the Lord rebuked Peter, He “looked at His disciples”. It showed that the Lord’s discipline to one brother was the warning for the whole assembly.

2) One who has received God’s revelation (see v.17) has to be mindful of God and do the will of God. 

3) Anyone who thinks on God is the one who is mindful of God. Only when someone thinks on God will he be mindful of God. 

4) Once Peter was not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men, he became “Satan”. It shows that things of men are against (the meaning of Satan) the will of God.

5) Being mindful of the things of God, but the things of men is caring about the profit of men, but to sacrifice God’s profit. 

6) Satan often utilizes the inclination of “seeking ease and comfort and being afraid of sufferings” in human nature and makes men become its tools unconsciously. 

7) Peter just said rightly (v.29) and for a short while he said wrongly. It shows that no matter how spiritual a man is, once he is carless, he may be utilized by Satan.

8) Blessed is he who knows Christ (see Matt.16:17). However, once someone rejects the cross, he becomes “Satan” immediately. Here it shows that we need not only to know Christ, but also to know the cross (see 1Cor. 2:2). Anything that holds someone back from taking his cross is of Satan. 

9) Not only the serpent (which deceives men to commit sins) is Satan, but also the natural love without understanding the will of God and things of men are Satan. 

10) Once the enemy wanted to usurp the worship that God deserves, the Lord said immediately: “Get behind me, Satan!” (see Matt. 4:8-10). Once the enemy wanted to hold up things of men and overshadow the will of God, the Lord also said promptly: “Get behind me, Satan!” The reason why it is called Satan is that it opposes God in these two things. 

11) The greatest aim of Christ’s coming into the world is to fulfill the salvation on the cross. Anyone who attempts to hinder the Lord from fulfilling the salvation is of one mind with Satan and he will be rebuked by the Lord. 

Mark. 8:34 “When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. ”

YLT: “And having called near the multitude, with his disciples, he said to them, `Whoever doth will to come after me -- let him disown himself, and take up his cross, and follow me;”

Literal Meaning: “let him deny himself,” “deny”: disown, abstain; not only denying the connection but also breaking off the connection; “deny himself” means no longer focusing on one’s own life and walking. 

  “Take up his cross”, there are two kinds of crosses: a) Christ’s cross ---- it is for atonement (1Pet. 2:24); b) the individual cross of believers (his cross) ---- it is for one to be crucified with the Lord (Rom. 6:6). The cross includes three aspects ---- suffering many things, being killed and being raised. Unfortunately, believers may only generally know and experience the aspect of suffering and yet lack the experience of being killed and being raised.

The one who desires to “follow the Lord” shall forsake the self-concerned conceptions in the world and deny himself for the sake of keeping the will of the Lord completely. Such man will be delivered from the bondage of the world. The word “follow” in the original contains the meaning of “continuing on and on”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Our “selves” are the greatest troubles hindering men from following the Lord. Only when we have denied ourselves will we obey the Lord’s guidance unconditionally and walk in the way of the Lord. 

2) The slogan of the cross is to “take away” (John. 19:15). Therefore to take up the cross is to take away one’s self, that is to deny oneself ---- being crucified to the world and to himself (Gal. 6:14). 

3) If we want to follow the Lord, we have to deny ourselves. If we want to deny ourselves, we have to take our own crosses. The Lord has arranged different crosses for each of us, and everyone has his own cross. 

Mark. 8:35 “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.”

YLT: “for whoever may will to save his life shall lose it; and whoever may lose his life for my sake and for the good news' sake, he shall save it;”

Meaning of Words: “loses”: die, miss, destroy;

Literal Meaning: “life” is “soul” in the original. It includes mind, feeling and will. 

  This verse means that anyone who seeks comfort and ease in this world and satisfies his soul will suffer in the coming age and lose the enjoyment of soul. Anyone who suffers for the Lord’s sake will receive the enjoyment of soul in the coming age.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The one who saves actually loses. And the one who loses actually saves. The one who gains actually loses and the one who loses actually gains (see v.36). We shall know it so that we will not be regretful in the coming age.

2) “Losing his life” in this verse is also “denying oneself” and “taking up his cross” in the previous verse. What the cross finally deals with is one’s self and the life of soul. 

3) Taking up one’s cross and denying oneself always make the soul suffer. All that which has not made the soul suffer can not be counted as the cross.

Mark. 8:36 “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?”

YLT: “for what shall it profit a man, if he may gain the whole world, and forfeit his life?”

Literal Meaning: “a man if he gains the whole world”, “the whole world” refers to all that can be accomplished or obtained in this world. 

“Loses his own soul”, it means death. 

  If a man gains the whole world, he only render his soul have short enjoyment. If someone loses his own soul, his soul will suffer eternal losses. Which one is profitable in the two conditions above? Man should know it at heart.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The world is useful only when men are alive. However, men can not exchange the world for life because life is more precious than the world. 

2) This verse shows that “the world” is opposite to “life”. If someone loves the world, he will lose his life. Therefore we should not love the world, but treasure the life.

Mark. 8:37 “Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? ”

YLT: “Or what shall a man give as an exchange for his life?”

Literal Meaning: “what will … give in exchange”, it refers to vendible equivalent in the original.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) It is true that life is precious, but men will die one day. Therefore, when we still live, we should seize the opportunity to use our life (see Eph.5:16 the original).

2) Our life shall not be used by ourselves ---- namely, to take gaining the whole world as the object of pursuit (see v.36), but be used by the Lord ---- namely, to take the glory of the Lord and the Lord’s word as the pursuit of the object (see v.38).

Mark. 8:38 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." ”

YLT: “for whoever may be ashamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man also shall be ashamed of him, when he may come in the glory of his Father, with the holy messengers.'”

Literal Meaning: “of him…will be ashamed”, it indicates that He will judge according to men’s attitude toward Him when He comes again in His glory. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) All those who desire to catch up with this adulterous and sinful generation and refuse to follow and please Christ will have no part in the kingdom of God.

2) “Me and My words” that the Lord said were “Christ and the cross” mentioned before (see v.29, 34). All those were ashamed of Christ and the cross will be ashamed in the kingdom. On the contrary, all those who glorify Christ and His cross must have part in the glory of the future. 

3) If indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified with Him (Rom. 8:17). However, if we covet for the pleasure in sins, we will be rewarded what he deserves. 

4) The order of the revelation in this chapter is: a) Christ; b) the cross; c) the glory. Christ is the center of revelation. The cross is the way to manifest Christ. Glory has manifested Christ to the utmost. 

5) Only knowing Christ and walking on the way of the cross will fully manifest Christ and it is the glory.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Meaning of the Sign ---- Four Thousands Men Were Fed with Seven Loaves (v.1-10)】

A. It indicated that the Lord was the Creator.

B. He is the bread of life that can satisfy men’s need.

C. He is the blessed one and gave His body to be broken for us, so He can satisfy men’s need.

D. His provision is more than sufficient and even that fragments are sufficient enough to supply men throughout generations.

【We Should Know the Lord Jesus As:】

A. He is the provision of our life (v.1-10);

B. His word (spit) is an necessary element for us to see spiritually (v.22-26);

C. He is the Christ of God (v.27-29);

D. He is our Redeemer (v.30-33);

E. He will come again in glory (v.34-38);

【How to Have Deeper Knowledge about the Lord Jesus?】

A. To have more experience of the Lord (v.1-10);

B. One shall not focus on the outward phenomenon and sign (v.11-13).

C. One shall take heed of the leaven of the Pharisees (v.14-15a) ---- not be blinded by spiritual doctrines.

D. One shall take heed of Herod (v.15b) ---- not be blinded by realism.

E. One shall spiritual understanding (v.16-21).

F. One shall be anointed and immersed by the Lord’s word (spit) (v.22-26).

G. One shall go to Caesarea Philippi with the Lord (v. 27-29) ---- one will not know He is “Christ” until he is separated from traditional religious concepts.

H. One shall be mindful of the things of God, not the things of men (v.30-33).

I. One shall deny himself and follow the Lord closely(v.34).

J. One shall care about what is eternal, not temporary (v.35-38).

【The Comparision in Chapter Eight of the Book of Mark】

A. “Seven loaves” and “seven large baskets of leftover fragments” (v.5, 8) ---- He turns what is limited to unlimited.

B. “One side” and “the other side” of the sea (v.10, 13) ---- the Lord’s compassion and rejection;

C. The “seeing” of the Pharisees and the “seeing” of the blind man who had been healed (v.11, 25) ---- seeing to seek signs and seeing to experience signs;

D. “The leaven of the Pharisees” and “the leaven of Herod” (v.15) ---- the religious evil and worldly evil;

E. The first “looking up” of the blind man and the second “looking up” (v.24, 25) ---- looking up to “receive the Lord’s word (spit)” and looking up to “be united with the Lord” (put His hands on his eyes);

F. Peter’s declaring that Jesus is Christ and His “dissuading” the Lord from going to the cross (v.29, 32) ---- through “revelation” and through “men’s mind”.

G. “Be mindful of the things of God” and “be mindful of the things of men” (v.33).

H. “Save and lose” and “lose and save” (v.35) ---- he who enjoys in this generation will loae in the coming generation; he who loses in this age will enjoy in the coming age.

I. “The whole world” and “one’s own soul” (v.36-37) ---- absent in the body and present in the body;

J. The one who is ashamed of the Lord and the Lord’s words as well as he of whom the Lord will be ashamed (v.38) ---- attitude in this age and reward in the coming age.

【The Process of One’s Spiritual Eyes’ Being Opened】

A. He camt to ask the Lord Jesus (v.22).

B. He was brought to leave the multitude ---- led him out of the town (v.23a).

C. The working and inspiration of the life in the Lord’s word ---- He had spit on his eyes (v.23b).

D. Blessings of the Lord and being united with the Lord ---- put His hands on him (v.23c).

E. His eyesight was still vague when his eyes were firstly opened ---- I see men like trees, walking (v.24).

F. Having experienced deeper union with the Lord ---- put His hands on his eyes (v.25a).

G. The eyes of heart could see clearly ---- he was restored and saw everyone clearly (v.25b).

H. No longer being effected by men ---- not go into the town (v.26).

【The Way to the Kingdom of God】

A. One must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.

B. Once one is mindful of things of himself, Satan is just making use of him and hindering him from going ahead (v.33).

C. One shall deny himself and take his cross to follow the Lord (v.34).

D. One shall lose the enjoyment of soul for the sake of the Lord and gospel (v.35-37).

E. One shall not be ashamed of the Lord and the Lord’s word (v.38).

Mark Chapter Nine
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Example and Teachings of the Bondman the Savior to the Disciples】

AB. His climbing up to the high mountain signified the glory of the kingdom of God (v.1-8);

AC. To explain Elijah by John the Baptist (v.9-13);

AD. He showed and taught the disciples how to cast off the demons (v.14-29);

AE. He prophesied again that He would be suffered (v.30-32);

AF. He took the opportunity to teach the disciples to serve one another humbly (v.33-37);

AG. He took the opportunity to teach the disciples to have peace with one another (v.38-50);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 9:1 “And He said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that there are some standing here who will not taste death till they see the kingdom of God present with power." ”

YLT: “And he said to them, `Verily I say to you, That there are certain of those standing here, who may not taste of death till they see the reign of God having come in power.'”

Literal Meaning: “who will not taste death”, before one’s departure from the world;

  “They see the kingdom of God present with power”, literally speaking, it was fulfilled in this chapter, verse 2 to verse 8 ---- the experience in the mountain (see Matt.17:1-8).

Enlightenment in the Word: though he that overcomes will abundantly experience the glory of the kingdom of God in the coming age, he can also foretaste the glory in this age.

Mark. 9:2 “Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart by themselves; and He was transfigured before them.”

YLT: “And after six days doth Jesus take Peter, and James, and John, and bringeth them up to a high mount by themselves, alone, and he was transfigured before them,”

Literal Meaning: “after six days”, it was counted from the day on which Peter confessed Jesus as Christ (see 8:29) to this day when they climbed up to the mountain, and there were six days between them. In the Gospel of Luke, the first day and the last day were counted, and there were “about eight days” (see Luke. 9:28). 

  “Led them up on a high mountain”, at that time, they were in the region of Caesarea Philippi (see 8:27), so the high mountain might be “the Mount Hermon” (see Deut. 3:8-9, Ps. 133:3).

  “He was transfigured before them.” ---- They saw the Lord was transfigured before them with their physical eyes and in their sober condition, and it was not an illusion (see 2Pet.1:16; 1John1:1).

Spiritual Meaning: “after six days,” the old creation was created in six days (see Gen. 1). Therefore “after six days” symbolized in the new creation. 

  “Peter, James, and John his brother,” they represented overcomers among the believers in the New Testament. 

“Led them up on a high mountain by themselves”, “by themselves”, it symbolize that only overcomers are able to see the glory of the kingdom. “A high mountain” symbolizes the heavenly realm.

“He was transfigured before them.” ---- It foreshows the glorious image when the Lord comes again (see 2Cor. 3:18). He will no longer be neither hidden nor humble in humanity but manifest imperfectly.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We have to live in the new creation (“after six days”) and in the heavenly realm (“up on a high mountain”) so that we can see the manifestation of the Lord’s glory. 

2) Only a few people who love the Lord with pure heart (Peter, James and John) and enter into the “chamber” to live before the Father who is in secret (see Matt. 6:6) will be led by Him secretly (“led…up on a high mountain by themselves”) and thus they can partake in the glory of the kingdom.

3) One day, we will be transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by Lord Spirit (2Cor. 3:18). 

4) When the Lord shall come to be gloried in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (2Thess. 1:10).

Mark. 9:3 “His clothes became shining, exceedingly white, like snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them.”

YLT: “and his garments became glittering, white exceedingly, as snow, so as a fuller upon the earth is not able to whiten.”

Spiritual Meaning: “his clothes became shining, exceedingly white”, “clothes” refer to walking; It indicates that what the Lord does in the kingdom of God is bright, white and exceeding glorious. 

Mark. 9:4 “And Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.”

YLT: “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.”

The Background: Elijah went up into heaven without passing through death (see 2Kings. 2:11). Though Moses died in the land of Moab, nobody knew where his tomb was (see Deut. 34:5-6). Moreover, Michael the archangel disputed the body of Moses with the devil (see Jude. 9), implying that God kept his body and would make him rise with the original appearance. Therefore these two persons were probably “the two witnesses” used by God before the coming of the kingdom of a thousand years (see Rev. 11:3-12).

Literal Meaning: “talking with Him”, they were talking about that He was about to be killed in Jerusalem (see Luke. 9:31).

Spiritual Meaning: “Moses and Elijah,” “Elijah” here is the type of prophets who speak for God. “Moses” here represents the law, namely, the words written by God. The prophets and the law both bear witness of Christ. 

  Since “Elijah” had not died and therefore he might represent overcomers who were caught up when they live. “Moses” had died, so he might represent overcomers who die and has been raised again. 

Mark. 9:5 “Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"--”

YLT: “And Peter answering saith to Jesus, `Rabbi, it is good to us to be here; and we may make three booths, for thee one, and for Moses one, and for Elijah one:'”

Literal Meaning: “it is good for us to be here”, “Rabbi” means teacher in the original; “good”, the degree of goodness can only be understood by those who are personally on the scene. 

    “Let us make three tabernacles”, it showed that Peter deeply expected to stay in the vision and the realm of the kingdom for long, but forgot the Lord had just said “the Son of man must suffer many things” (see 8:31).

  “One for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”, Peter’s words showed that he took the Lord Jesus as well as Moses and Elijah as equal.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “It is good for us to be here”, yes, the best thing for those who have believed the Lord is the manifestation of the Lord’s glory in their deep spirit. When He reveals to us, we will find “it is good”.
2) “Let us make here three tabernacles”, it showed that Peter not only wanted to keep “Christ” but also kept all the persons and things concerning Christ. He had held them high even to the same position with Christ. This is a mistake that Christians usually make. 
3) “Let us make here three tabernacles”, it also shows that someone only wants to stay in the state of glory and blessing on the mountain and does not want to go down the mountain to face sufferings and take up his cross. However, through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22).
4) The law and prophets existed in order to guide men to know Christ. Though they were very important, they could not be treated equal with Christ because they were only a shadow and the body is Christ (see Col. 2:17).
5) In the kingdom of God, any ceremony, regulation (the law) and spiritual giant (the prophet) is unworthy of being put on an equal position with Christ. 
6) Though Moses and Elijah were the most respected characters by Israel, they could still not be comparable with the Lord. Any spiritual giant or religious leader is unworthy of sharing the honor of Christ. Our Lord is the lord of lords, the king of kings. Only He is worthy of being solely glorified.  
7) Works and labor (what Moses stands for), and faith and power (what Elijah stands for) cannot be compared with the Lord Himself. We should let Him have the first place in all things (Col. 1:18).
Mark. 9:6 “because he did not know what to say, for they were greatly afraid.”

YLT: “for he was not knowing what he might say, for they were greatly afraid.”

Literal Meaning: “Peter did not know what to say”, the vision on the mountain impressed Peter very much and produced great effect on the service in his life time (see 2Pet.1:16-18). But his spiritual knowledge was still not very mature, so he said wrong words and could express his feeling properly.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We should be careful in our speech, but not speak at a venture.

2) Only spiritual revelation is able to overthrow the silly fervency and make men truly fear God (“they were greatly afraid”).

Mark. 9:7 “And a cloud came and overshadowed them; and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!" ”

YLT: “And there came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, `This is My Son -- the Beloved, hear ye him;'”

Literal Meaning: “a voice came out of the cloud”, “voice” refers to the voice of God. “Cloud” usually brings about the protection and guidance of God (see Ex. 16:10; 19:9; 24:15-18; 33:9-10). God here broke the words of Peter with a voice and corrected his wrong concept. 

  “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” ---- This was the Father’s praise to Jesus (see Ps.2:7; Gen.22:2). When Jesus was baptized, the Father said the same word (see Matt. 3:17) and praised the life of Jesus in the past thirty years that satisfied the will of the Father. Here He praised His “works” in the past three years that also satisfied the will of the Father.

  “Hear Him!” ---- Only those who “hear His words” are worthy of receiving the honorable status. Any words of men can not be comparable with His words. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Sometimes, our life on the earth is unavoidably be covered by black clouds. However, in the heavenly kingdom in the future, every cloud is bright. 
2) Only the Lord is the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father (John. 1:18). Only He deeply knows the will of the Father and therefore we should “hear Him”. God likes us to honor and love Him only instead of hearing others.

3) Only those who “have heard” the voice of God will have true knowledge of the Lord.

4) In the times of the New Testament, we should neither hear outward regulations and traditions (the law) nor spiritual giants (the prophets), but hear the Lord who dwells in us. 

5) Believers always like to “talk about” Him and seldom “hear” Him.

6) He who really “hears” the Lord must obey His words. Only hearing the Lord’s word submissively is hearing it really (see James 1:22-25). 

Mark. 9:8 “Suddenly, when they had looked around, they saw no one anymore, but only Jesus with themselves.”

YLT: “and suddenly, having looked around, they saw no one any more, but Jesus only with themselves.”

Literal Meaning: this verse referred to the whole circumstance the disciples had seen in silence after the voice came out of the cloud ceased

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Every spiritual person and thing help us to find Christ only, and they themselves do not have everlasting value. 
2) Those who truly have spiritual sights “see no one but Jesus only”. 
3) Spiritual progress will be received by shifting our eyes from persons and things outside of the Lord to the Lord Himself only.
Mark. 9:9 “Now as they came down from the mountain, He commanded them that they should tell no one the things they had seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the dead.”

YLT: “And as they are coming down from the mount, he charged them that they may declare to no one the things that they saw, except when the Son of Man may rise out of the dead;”

Literal Meaning: after the Lord’s resurrection, the disciples would tell their experience in the mountain to others in order to witness the Lord’s Person. However, it had no good to tell it to others before His resurrection. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We should not tell the vision on the mountain to others as ourselves please at the foot of the mountain (i.e. this time), because: (a) the time has not come. (b) Only those who have received the Lord’s living life are able to understand, talk about and enter into the reality of the vision (see 1Cor. 2:10-15).

2) We should not tell to the public what we have seen in secret without any control until the right time. 

3) Believers should learn from the example of the Lord Jesus to speak and walk ------if the time has not come, we should say and do nothing (see John. 7:6). 

Mark. 9:10 “So they kept this word to themselves, questioning what the rising from the dead meant.”

YLT: “and the thing they kept to themselves, questioning together what the rising out of the dead is.”

Literal Meaning: the disciples did not really know what the rising from the dead meant. What they were confused was why the powerful Messiah had to firstly be suffered and dead and rise later. 

Mark. 9:11 “And they asked Him, saying, "Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?" ”

YLT: “And they were questioning him, saying, that the scribes say that Elijah it behoveth to come first.”

Literal Meaning: “why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” ---- “Scribes” were familiar with the Old Testament. They, according to the Bible, concluded that in the end of the world, Elijah will come before the Messiah comes (see Mal. 4:5). 

    That the disciples asked this question probably might because: (a) they had just seen Elijah on the mountain. (2) They had seen that Jesus was transfigured before them and firmly believed that He is the Messiah that shall come. Then they asked Him why Elijah did not come before Jesus. 

Mark. 9:12 “Then He answered and told them, "Indeed, Elijah is coming first and restores all things. And how is it written concerning the Son of Man, that He must suffer many things and be treated with contempt? ”

YLT: “And he answering said to them, `Elijah indeed, having come first, doth restore all things; and how hath it been written concerning the Son of Man, that many things he may suffer, and be set at nought?”

Literal Meaning: “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and restores all things.” ---- “Elijah is coming first”, it meant that the scribes’ words that that Elijah would come first before the last day was right. “Restores all things”, it referred to paving the way for the coming of the Messiah (see Mal. 4:5-6; Rev. 11:3-4).

  The Lord’s meant that John the Baptist typified Elijah, coming to the world and paving the way for the Lord (see Luke 1:17), but no one knew him.

  “And how is it written concerning the Son of Man, that He must suffer many things and be treated with contempt?” ---- The Lord indicated that the Scriptures not only mentioned Elijah would come again but also the matter of “the Son of men” the Messiah (see Dan.7:13). Even that how men would treat Him was also prophesied in the Scriptures. Just as John the Baptist came, the Jews did to him whatever they wished for not knowing him (see v.13). The Jews also despised, rejected and persecuted Him and made Him suffer much because of not knowing Him (see Is.53). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The more we know Christ, the more will we honor Him and enjoy the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord (see Phil. 3:8).

2) All those who do not have sufficient knowledge about spiritual things will be persecutors of the Lord and the Lord’s witnesses. 

3) The way of the Lord’s servant is “suffering many things and being treated with contempt”. The way of the Lord’s forerunner was “being done whatever men wished” (see v.13). None of those who walk in the way of the Lord can make any exception.

Mark. 9:13 “But I say to you that Elijah has also come, and they did to him whatever they wished, as it is written of him." ”

YLT: “But I say to you, That also Elijah hath come, and they did to him what they willed, as it hath been written of him.'”

Literal Meaning: “Elijah has come already.” ---- The Lord here meant that the prophecy of Elijah’s coming in the Old Testament had been partially fulfilled in John the Baptist before being fully fulfilled. Therefore the spirit and power of John the Baptist is identical with what Elijah will do in the future (see Matt. 11:14, Luke. 1:17).

  “As it is written of him”, it referred to the history recorded in the Scriptures that how Elijah was randomly treated by Ahab and Jezebel (see 1Kin. 19:1-10), typifying that John the Baptist would also be randomly done by Herod and Herodias (see 6:14-28).

Mark. 9:14 “And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around them, and scribes disputing with them.”

YLT: “And having come unto the disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and scribes questioning with them,”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus came to the disciples”, “the disciples” referred to other nine disciples except for Peter, James and John (see v.2).

  “Scribes disputing with them”, the scribes might be questioning the disciples about the power of casting off the demons (see 3:22).

Mark. 9:15 “Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were greatly amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him.”

YLT: “and immediately, all the multitude having seen him, were amazed, and running near, were saluting him.”

Literal Meaning: “all the people” referred to all the disciples and people who had believed (see v.16-17).

  “Were greatly amazed”, they might be amazed that He came just when they mentioned Him. 

Mark. 9:16“And He asked the scribes, "What are you discussing with them?" ”

YLT: “And he questioned the scribes, `What dispute ye with them?'”

Literal Meaning: “What are you discussing with them?” ---- “You” referred to the disciples. “Them” related to the scribes (see v.14).

Mark. 9:17 “Then one of the crowd answered and said, "Teacher, I brought You my son, who has a mute spirit.”

YLT: “and one out of the multitude answering said, `Teacher, I brought my son unto thee, having a dumb spirit;”

Literal Meaning: “who has a mute spirit”, probably after the son was prossessed by the demon, he could no longer speak. Therefore, they judged that they demon was a mute spirit.

Enlightenment in the Word: the control of the demon usually robbed believers’ power of speaking for the Lord. 
Mark. 9:18 “And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast it out, but they could not." ”

YLT: “and wherever it doth seize him, it doth tear him, and he foameth, and gnasheth his teeth, and pineth away; and I spake to thy disciples that they may cast it out, and they were not able.'”

Literal Meaning: “but they could not”, note that the Lord had ever given power to the disciple to cast off the demons (see 3:15).

Spiritual Meaning: “I spoke to Your disciples”, “disciples” stood for we believers.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The demon always attacks men to make them unable to control themselves and lack strength (“becomes rigid”). 

2) The reason why the disciples could not cast out the devil was not the ineffectiveness of power given by the Lord but their powerlessness of using the power properly. If the spiritual state of believers falls behind, the effect of the spiritual power will be restrained. 

3) Many times, when men encounter difficulties, they do not ask the Lord for help but spiritual men (“disciples”) and consequently the difficulties still exist.

4) “But they could not”, believers have heavenly power to cast off the demons (see 16:17). However, in our life, we actually often have failing experience. 

Mark. 9:19 “He answered him and said, "O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to Me." ”

YLT: “And he answering him, said, `O generation unbelieving, till when shall I be with you? till when shall I suffer you? bring him unto me;'”

Meaning of Words: “faithless”: no faith.

Literal Meaning: “O faithless generation”, “faithless”, it showed that men had no faith toward the power of the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What mostly hurts the Lord (“how long shall I bear with you?”) is the evil heart of unbelief (see Heb. 3:12). 

2) The Lord’s signing words showed that the reason why the disciples could not cure him was that when the Lord was not with them in the flesh, they forgot to draw the Lord’s presence in spirit (see 1Cor. 5:3) but tried to cast out the demon through themselves. And consequently it resulted in failure. 

Mark. 9:20 “Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. ”

YLT: “and they brought him unto him, and he having seen him, immediately the spirit tare him, and he, having fallen upon the earth, was wallowing -- foaming.”

Literal Meaning: “immediately the spirit convulsed him”, “convulsed”, it referred to the jerk and cramp of one’s body without control.

Mark. 9:21 “So He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood.”

YLT: “And he questioned his father, `How long time is it since this came to him?' and he said, `From childhood,”

Literal Meaning: the Lord here even put aside the child who was suffered by the demon and talked with the father, intending to bring him into the state of having faith (see v.23-24).

Mark. 9:22 “And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." ”

YLT: “and many times also it cast him into fire, and into water, that it might destroy him; but if thou art able to do anything, help us, having compassion on us.'”

Literal Meaning: “if You can do anything”, it indicated that he suspected whether the Lord “could do or not”. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him.” ---- The demon often makes men in an unstable condition and hurt them.

2) All the opinions and actions of self-satisfaction and self-conceit (“cast off the fire”) as well as self-reproach and self- dejection (water) come from the devil.

3) The son’s father doubted the Lord and also asked the Lord, representing the attitude of many believers when they asked the Lord. Often we seem to believe Him but are not sure He must do something for us.

Mark. 9:23 “Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes." ”

YLT: “And Jesus said to him, `If thou art able to believe! all things are possible to the one that is believing;'”

Literal Meaning: “if you can believe”, there was not the word “believe” in many ole scriptures, but only the three words “if you can”, which was gramatically incomplete. Therefore, the Lord seemed to quote the father’s words in the previous verse (v.22) and contained a reproving tone, reproching him that how could you say the words “if you can” to Him ---- which meant that “the problem did not lie in my power, but your faith”.

  “All things are possible to him who believes”, “believe” means believing God and letting God work, for there is nothing too wonderful to Him (Gen. 18:14).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The full Christ has infinite power. The problem does not lie in His “power” but our “faith” ---- the knowledge about the Lord.

2) The signs do not only build upon the almightiness of God, but also the faith of men. Men should believe Him with whole heart so that His works cannot be restricted. 

3) “All things are possible to him who believes”, true faith, even as small as a grain of mustard, is great enough to accomplish great things (Matt. 17:20).

4) Believers can neither be united with the Lord unto one nor appropriate His power because of unbelief.

5) Though our faith is small, it is able to draw the power of kingdom. Therefore, there is nothing we cannot do, and there is no difficulity that we cannot overcome.

Mark. 9:24 “Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!" ”

YLT: “and immediately the father of the child, having cried out, with tears said, `I believe, sir; be helping mine unbelief.'”

Literal Meaning: “my unbelief”, the problem of faith does not lie in the measure of it, but that whether one has it or not (see Matt.17:20). Therefore, there are two meanings of “unbelief”: (a) one seems to believe but does not believe actually, and one does not seem to believe but believes actually; (b) one believes sometimes, and sometimes doubts 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Help my unbelief!” ---- It indicated that He was willing to believe but such faith was not out of him, so he needed the Lord’s help. Because faith does not out of ourselves, but is gifted by God (see Eph. 2:8).

2) We shall look steadfastly on Jesus, the leader and completer of faith (Heb. 12:2).

3) That many prayers of us have not been answered is because of our unbelief. Therefore, we shall ask the Lord to increase our faith firstly, and then we can ask the Lord to help us to solve our problems.

4) The fullness of Christ can be enjoyed according to our knowledge of Him ---- “faith”, but such knowledge about the revelation of Christ is not out of natural men, but is due to the mercy and gift of God.

Mark. 9:25 “When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!" ”

YLT: “Jesus having seen that a multitude doth run together, rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, `Spirit -- dumb and deaf -- I charge thee, come forth out of him, and no more thou mayest enter into him;'”

Meaning of Words: “rebuke”: reproach, blame; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When the Lord Jesus and His disciples were on the mountain, everything is bright and pure (see v.3). However, as they came down from the mountain, in the practical life circumstance, there was the problem of dark power (the unclean spirit).

2) One shall not be too gentle when dealing with the devil, but apply the heavenly authority it rebuke it and it will escape.

3) The sickness of that child was resulted from the devil. When the devil was cast off, the child was recovered. When we pray for being healed, we shall have spiritual judgment to discern whether the disease id natural or supernatural. 

Mark. 9:26 “Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as one dead, so that many said, "He is dead." ”

YLT: “and having cried, and rent him much, it came forth, and he became as dead, so that many said that he was dead,”

Mark. 9:27 “But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.”

YLT: “but Jesus, having taken him by the hand, lifted him up, and he arose.”

Enlightenment in the Word: we shall life up those who have just believed the Lord, so that they can stand firmly in the faith they have believed. 
Mark. 9:28 “And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" ”

YLT: “And he having come into the house, his disciples were questioning him by himself -- `Why were we not able to cast it forth?'”

Literal Meaning: “His disciples asked Him privately”, “privately” refers to inquiring “in secret”. 

“"Why could we not cast it out?"” ---- The word “we” was emphatic in the original.

Mark. 9:29 “So He said to them, "This kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting." ”

YLT: “And he said to them, `This kind is able to come forth with nothing except with prayer and fasting.'”

Literal Meaning: “but prayer”, it indicated that the disciples had not prayed when they cast off the demon. The disciples might believe they have already had the power of casting off the demon (see 3:15), so they thought they could cast off the demon at any time through themselves, but forgot the power of casting off the demon was out of God. 

Spiritual Meaning: “but prayer and fasting”, “prayer” means trusting in God. “Fasting” is to show one’s complete resolution of confidence in God by giving up one’s lawful right and exacting the price. The effect of “fasting” is not due to the act of fasting, but the determination and attitude of “fasting” (see Matt. 6:16-18)

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Prayer and fasting are works of faith (James. 2:26), through which believers usually gain the effectiveness of faith. 

2) The secret of the power of dealing with the enemy is our faith (“prayer”) and self-denying (“fasting”).

3) It needs to pay the price of being the Lord’s disciples (see 8:34). Only those, who are willing to pay the cost of prayer and rely on and wait for God with whole heart, can overcome the demon. 

Mark. 9:30 “Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know it.”

YLT: “And having gone forth thence, they were passing through Galilee, and he did not wish that any may know,”

Literal Meaning: “passed through Galilee”, it referred to the period just before they followed the Lord to go to the Lord’s last stage of journey to Jerusalem (see v.10:1, 32). 

Mark. 9:31 “For He taught His disciples and said to them, "The Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will rise the third day." ”

YLT: “for he was teaching his disciples, and he said to them, `The Son of Man is being delivered to the hands of men, and they shall kill him, and having been killed the third day he shall rise,'”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus again foretold that He would be killed and would rise, but the disciples still could not understand His words at all.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The one who is manifested as the incomparably glorious king in vision even “is about to be betrayed into the hands of men”, showing that one has to suffer before gaining in the glory (see 1Pet. 5:1).  

2) If indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be gloried together (Rom. 8:17).

3) Before the complete fulfillment of the glorious vision, one has to first go through the way of the cross. Only those who have experienced the cross will partake in the reality of the glorious vision. 

4) The cross referred to the Lord’s being put in dead place, but not being kept in dead place, and rising in the third day. It is a faithful saying ---- for if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him (2Tim. 2:11; see 2Cor. 4:10-14). 

5) The reason why the disciples were sorrowful was that they only remembered that the Lord would be killed and forgot that He would be raised up. Those who lack the revelation of resurrection have hope in this life only (see 1Cor. 15:19). They have no heavenly hope and therefore he is mortally afraid of death.  

6) All those who have no hope of resurrection are unable to receive the cross with joy.

Mark. 9:32 “But they did not understand this saying, and were afraid to ask Him.”

YLT: “but they were not understanding the saying, and they were afraid to question him.”

Mark. 9:33 “Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, "What was it you disputed among yourselves on the road?" ”

YLT: “And he came to Capernaum, and being in the house, he was questioning them, `What were ye reasoning in the way among yourselves?'”

Mark. 9:34 “But they kept silent, for on the road they had disputed among themselves who would be the greatest.”

YLT: “and they were silent, for with one another they did reason in the way who is greater;”

Literal Meaning: “they kept silent”, it was sure that what they disputed could not be known by Him, so they felt so embarrassed they could only keep silent.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) It is not only men in the world dispute who is the greatest but also believers in the church also have this trouble.

2) The inclination of desiring to be first comes from the old life of Adam. The problem can only be solved by living in the new spiritual life.

Mark. 9:35 “And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all." ”

YLT: “and having sat down he called the twelve, and he saith to them, `If any doth will to be first, he shall be last of all, and minister of all.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: in the church, only those who are willing to humble themselves to serve others are real spiritual leaders.
Mark. 9:36 “Then He took a little child and set him in the midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms, He said to them,”

YLT: “And having taken a child, he set him in the midst of them, and having taken him in his arms, said to them,”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A child thinks that he has nothing to boast and therefore his humbleness is sincere and true. All those who admit that they are nothing and have nothing and live by relying on God’s mercy and grace are the first in the kingdom of heaven. 

2) The Lord humbled Himself and therefore He was highly exalted by God (Pill. 2:8-9). The principle in spiritual realm is that he who humbles himself shall be exalted (see Luke. 18:14). 

3) The humbler a man is, the more he is able to be reigned by God and the greater he is in the kingdom of heaven.

4) A child is easy to be satisfied with the status before his eyes without any sense of laboring or suffering loss.

Mark. 9:37 “"Whoever receives one of these little children in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me." ”

YLT: “`Whoever may receive one of such children in my name, doth receive me, and whoever may receive me, doth not receive me, but Him who sent me.'”

Literal Meaning: “receives…in My name”, there are three meanings of “in My name”: a) for the sale of glorifying the name of the Lord; b) for the sake of the Lord Himself; c) according to the fact that the counterpart is of the Lord. “Receive”: welcome, be concerned about, accept willingly. 

  “Whoever receives one little child like this receives Me.” ---- “Little child” relates to believers who are spiritually naive and weak. Grown-ups always dislike the childishness, ignorance and troubles of children. Only those who turn themselves to little children are glad to receive those who are children in mind (see 1Cor. 13:11, 14:20). This kind of reception shall be remembered by the Lord (see Matt. 10:42, 25:40).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We should love not only Christ and all the saints as well. 

2) In the sight of the Lord, our attitudes towards men show also that towards the Lord Himself (see Matt. 10:40).

Mark. 9:38 “Now John answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we saw someone who does not follow us casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow us." ”

YLT: “And John did answer him, saying, `Teacher, we saw a certain one in thy name casting out demons, who doth not follow us, and we forbade him, because he doth not follow us.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In the service of the Lord, we shall not care about whether others “follow us” or not ---- according to our methods, being the same with our tones, in compliance with our customs … and etc. 

2) “We forbade him because he does not follow us”. ---- Such narrow concept and practice often came up in the history of the church. In many organizations in the church, provided that there is someone who is unwilling to follow the leaders’ idea or view, they will forbid him, thus causing divisions.

Mark. 9:39 “But Jesus said, "Do not forbid him, for no one who works a miracle in My name can soon afterward speak evil of Me. ”

YLT: “And Jesus said, `Forbid him not, for there is no one who shall do a mighty work in my name, and shall be able readily to speak evil of me:”

Literal Meaning: apparently, the bosom of the Lord Jesus was not as narrow as the disciples. What the Lord really cared for was whether men had really glorified Him, not following Him apparently.

Enlightenment in the Word: what the multitudes focus on is whether it is identical in appearance or in form ---- “follow us” (v.38). However, what the Lord really emphasizes is whether there is the reality of Christ inside ---- “in My name”.
Mark. 9:40 “For he who is not against us is on our side.”

YLT: “for he who is not against us is for us;”

Literal Meaning: he who shares hatred against the enemy with us is profitable unto us.

Controversial Clarification: the Lord’s question in this verse seems to be contradictory to the verse in the Book of Matthew ---- He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad (Matt. 12:30). But actually this is not so. The Lord’s meaning in the Book of Matthew is that we believers are the same “in faith” and hold the same attitude towards “our enemy”. However, here, the Lord means that we believers may have different ways in “practice” and all “the fellow-workers” may have their own features, who shall accept each other. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We believers shall not form our own groups to refuse those who are not the same with us. 

2) Admittedly, we shall be strong to the enemy, but shall be gentle to believers.

Mark. 9:41 “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

YLT: “for whoever may give you to drink a cup of water in my name, because ye are Christ's, verily I say to you, he may not lose his reward;”

Literal Meaning: men’s only a little good works to believers shall be remembered by the Lord. It indicates the oneness relation of believers with the Lord, and also that all that we have devoted to the Lord will be rewarded.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God is not unrighteous that even forgets what we have done. Since God is righteous, He must punish the evil of sinners, and also reward the righteousness of saints.

2) The Lord does not see the amount and measure of what we have done. As long as what man has done is due to the fact that we “are of Christ”, he will be heavenly rewarded. 

3) The great Lord does not despise petty things. So we shall pay attention to be faithful in trivial matters to the Lord instead of ignoring them.

Mark. 9:42 “"But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea. ”

YLT: “and whoever may cause to stumble one of the little ones believing in me, better is it for him if a millstone is hanged about his neck, and he hath been cast into the sea.”

Literal Meaning: “whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble,” “Little ones who believe in Me” indicate anyone of the believers. “To stumble”, it indicates that one’s faith in the Lord is shaken so that he departs from the righteous way and even commits sins. 

  “It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea.” ---- “A millstone”, literally translated as “the millstone for the donkey to push”, is much bigger than the common mill for house application (see Matt. 24:41), so it must be very heavy. If it were hung around one’s neck, he would not only be drowned in the depth of the sea, but also be hard to emerge from the surface of the sea.

Spiritual Meaning: “it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea”, it indicates that this man causes others to stumble because of his pride and hardened neck. The Lord here meant that this kind of man who causes others to stumble is totally useless in the assembly. It would be better to treat them as Gentiles (“he were thrown into the sea”) and have no company with them (See 2Thess. 3:14), lest they may continually harm others. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Believers, in the assembly, should be men who are able to supply spiritual bread (“a millstone”). However, if one may cause others to stumble, even though he is spiritually talented, he is useless. 

2) A millstone is able to help men grind grain for men’s existence. It is also able to drown men into the depth of the sea and deprive the meaning of men’s existence. Whether something is positive or negative depends on one’s own spiritual state.

3) The Lord treated the matter of offending others very seriously. Though believers who offend others shall not lose the eternal life, they must suffer great losses in the kingdom. 

4) The matter of offending others, whether it is on purpose or not, is unavoidable in the assembly. However if it is possible, we have to be careful and try to avoid such matters. 

5) The main reason for offending others or being offended by others lies in pride. A proud man either offends others or is offended by others.

Mark. 9:43 “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched--”

YLT: “`And if thy hand may cause thee to stumble, cut it off; it is better for thee maimed to enter into the life, than having the two hands, to go away to the gehenna, to the fire -- the unquenchable --”

The Background: “hell”, a word comes from the Hebrew word Gehenna, was the name of a ravine outside of the city of Jerusalem. In the old days, it was also named “the son of Hinnom” (Josh. 18:16), which was the place that the Gentiles burnt their children when worshipping Moloch (Jer. 7:31). Then the Jews changed it into another place to burn bodies of sinners and unclean rubbish. Therefore, the fire burnt all the time there. The Bible takes this background to describe the punishment of the hell in future ---- the punishment of unquenchable fire. 

Literal Meaning: “cut it off”, it uses the rhetorical devices of hyperbole, which shows that violent actions should be adopted in order to solve the problems. The Lord did not mean we had to cut off a hand.

  “Into the fire that shall never be quenched”, it referred to the eternal fire in hell (see Matt. 25:41).

Spiritual Meaning: “If your hand causes you to sin”, “hand” was the main tool for man to sin. The Lord meant that we shall have the determination of deal with the sin and pay all the cost to do with the motivation and reason of sin. “Cut off the hand” means not yielding our members instruments of unrighteousness to sin (Rom. 6:13).

  “Hand” symbolizes walking and works.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Many times, man can overcome the sin through only the thorough “spiritual resection operation”.

2) Even though the one who is as close as brothers seduce us into committing sins, we shall immediately cut off the fellowship with him.

3) A man who makes others stumble may firstly stumble himself. If one does not cause others to stumble, he must firstly not stumble himself.

4) One shall remove any element that may be stumbled at any cost rather than stick to one’s own works and status with hardened heart (see Rom. 14:13, 21).

5) We should take heed of doing with any matter that may make us stumble. It is better to be done with and be deprived of the transient, physical and apparent perfection by the Lord in this age, rather than suffer the eternal spiritual loss of life.   

Mark. 9:44 “where "Their worm does not die And the fire is not quenched.' ”

YLT: “where there worm is not dying, and the fire is not being quenched.”

Mark. 9:45 “And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched--”

YLT: “`And if thy foot may cause thee to stumble, cut it off; it is better for thee to enter into the life lame, than having the two feet to be cast to the gehenna, to the fire -- the unquenchable --”

Spiritual Meaning: “foot” symbolizes status and way.

Mark. 9:46 “where "Their worm does not die And the fire is not quenched.' ”

YLT: “where there worm is not dying, and the fire is not being quenched.”

Mark. 9:47 “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire--”

YLT: “And if thine eye may cause thee to stumble, cast it out; it is better for thee one-eyed to enter into the reign of God, than having two eyes, to be cast to the gehenna of the fire --”

Literal Meaning: “and if your eye causes you to sin”, many sins of men are out of the lust of eyes (1John 2:16).

  “Pluck it out”, the Lord means that we shall diligently deal with the factor causing us to sin, not pluck an eye really. Because even though one pluck an eye out of him, he may still commit sins. We shall not keep the Lord’s words from verse 43 to 47 literally. 

  “Be cast into hell fire”, “hell” is the place where the evil men are punished forever. 

Spiritual Meaning: “eye” symbolizes sight, view, the lust of the eyes, desire;

  “Pluck an eye out”, it refers to putting to death the deeds of the body by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:13), namely, members that are upon the earth (Col. 3:5).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If one holds on his own idea, he shall offend himself and others. If he does not deal with it, he will suffer spiritual losses (see 1Cor. 3:15).

2) Pride and contempt are the main reasons for stumbling others.

3) Contempt for others is the spirit of the world. But the spirit of the heavenly kingdom is receiving the children (see v.37) and not making a little one stumble (see v.42).

4) If our eyes despise others (see v.10), we have to pluck them out (i.e. dealing with them). The reason why men despise others is that they have not thought soberly and have regarded of themselves more highly than they ought to think (Rom. 12:3). Believers should be in lowliness of mind and each esteems the others as more excellent than themselves (Pill. 2:3).

Mark. 9:48 “where "Their worm does not die And the fire is not quenched.' ”

YLT: “where their worm is not dying, and the fire is not being quenched;”

Literal Meaning: this verse was quoted from the Book of Isaiah (66:24), where mentioned the punishment for those who rebel against God, and it was a kind of endless pain. This was also a picture of the eternal torment for those who go to hell.

Mark. 9:49 “"For everyone will be seasoned with fire, and every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt.”

YLT: “for every one with fire shall be salted, and every sacrifice with salt shall be salted.”

Spiritual Meaning: “for everyone will be seasoned with fire”, salt has the function of preservation. “Be seasoned with fire”, it indicates that the fire of hell, like the salt, will preserve those who go to hell there to be suffered forever. 

  “And every sacrifice will be seasoned with salt.” ---- It quotes the offerings in the Old Testament that the meat-offering should be seasoned with salt (see Lev.2:13), showing that salt has the function of preservation for long term.

  This verse can also be comprehended from a positive view. Every true believer is a “sacrifice” offered to God, and shall be seasoned with salt (see Col. 4:6) so that the flavor of salt will be manifested through us. For this sake, God “must make us be seasoned with fire” and let us experience suffering, like the refining fire, removing the natural part in us so that Christ will be manifested through us.   

Mark. 9:50 “Salt is good, but if the salt loses its flavor, how will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace with one another." ”

YLT: “The salt good, but if the salt may become saltless, in what will ye season ? Have in yourselves salt, and have peace in one another.'”

The Background: in the old days, most of the salt used in the land of Judaea and the Middle East was “rock salt” or “well salt”. The salt was like stones as big as a fist when it was just dug out from rock land or well. The stones were surrounded by salt. When the Jews had dinners, they held food in their right hands and licked the salt in their left hands to get a taste. Each of the family members had a piece of salt in the kitchen. Everyone used his own salt when having dinners. When the salty taste of the salt was reduced and finally lost, the piece of salt would become a stone. These stones without salt would be abandoned and be trampled underfoot by men. 

  In the ancient traditions, if a Jew had betrayed his faith and then repented, before he was accepted and allowed to return to the synagogue, he had to lay down at the gate of the synagogue and ask those who entered into the synagogue to trample over him with their feet. Some Christian groups also carried on this tradition. All those who had been driven out according to the regulations of the assembly, before they were accepted and allowed to return, are forced to lie down at the gate of the church, saying, “Trample on me for I am the salt having lost its flavor.”

Literal Meaning: “you are the salt of the earth”, the functions of salt are to flavor and to sterilize. We have dual functions on earth:

  1) To make peace;

    2) To prevent and eliminate the elements of sins and corruptions.

    “If the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?” “The salt loses its flavor”, it symbolizes that Christians have lost their function and act the same as the world. They are not separated from the world.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Salt has the function of flavoring and preservation. Christians, having the nature of salt, are able to make men refreshing and prevent them sinning. The normal Christians can reduce the improper things that would happen all around.

2) Salt can flavor but it only performs its function after being dissolved. In like manner, we shall also firstly dissolve ourselves, sacrifice ourselves and loss ourselves and then become blessings for others. 

3) The aim of Christians of living in the world is not to gain from others, but to dedicate something to others. 

4) Salt can sterilize. Christians should be separated from the world and do not join in the evil-doings of the world. Only by this way Christians could perform their function of preventing morality from being ruined. 

5) It is not enough for the children of God to possess the life of God only. This life shall become our dispositions. To be “the salt” is not enough, and the salt must be “salty” and that will be useful.

6) Christians are those who like Christ. The flavor of him is not of nature, but of Christ just like the flavor of pickles comes from sauce. Wherever a Christian is, he should manifest the life of Christ, sending out the flavor of Christ’s righteousness, love, light and holiness. 

7) Pure salt can never lose its flavor. Therefore if Christians walk in this world through the holy life inside them, they will naturally perform the functions of “salt”.

8) If salt is mixed with dust, the salty flavor will not be manifested. If believers love the world, get along with the world and are infected with sins, they will surely lose their flavors and can not perform their functions to the world.

9) Believers “are” the salt on the earth rather than “become” the salt of earth. Our functions in the world are manifested naturally instead of done reluctantly.

10)  Believers who have manifested the function of salt concentrate their attention to manifest Christ on the earth, rather than seek their own profits. Therefore, they do not struggle with others and will surely “be at peace with one another”.

11)  If we have lost Christ ---- the flavor of “salt”, we shall only “be seasoned with fire as with salt” (v.49) so that we will be salty again. Therefore, God usually uses terrible circumstance to do the work of judgment by the cross so that the measure of Christ in us will be enlarged. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Vision and Application of the Kingdom of God】

A. The Vision of the Kingdom of God:

1. The microcosm of the Kingdom of God:

a. Overcomers in the New Testament shall be manifested with the Lord in glory (v.2).

b. All of the Lord is bright and white (v.3).

c. Overcomers in the Old Testament shall also have part in the kingdom (v.4).

2. In the Kingdom of God, only the Lord should be exalted:

a. Peter made the mistake of putting the Lord’s law and prophet as an equal position (v.5).

b. God the Father interrupted in Peter’s utterance and instructed him to “hear the Lord” (v.7).

c. They saw no one anymore, but only Jesus with themselves (v.8).
B. The Testimony and Way of the Vision of the Kingdom of God:

1. The testimony of the vision:

a. One shall not tell the vision to others (v.9).

b. Since they did not know the testifier of the vision (John the Baptist) and the central character (Christ), they did to them whatever they wished (v.12-13).
2. The way of the vision:

a. One shall first experience the cross before the fulfillment of the glorious vision (v.30-31).

b. Those who are of the flesh do not know the cross (v.32).

C. The Application of the Vision of the Kingdom of God:

1. One shall appropriate the power of the kingdom of God by faith:

a. In the practical life at the foot of the mountain, there is the power of darkness (v.14-17).

b. The disciples failed in casting off the demon because of relying themselves (v.18).

c. The Lord said that the reason why they failed was their “unbelief” (v.19-27).

d. They cannot cast off the demon without prayer or fasting (v.28-29).

2. One shall be at peace with one another:

a. One shall accept each other humbly (v.33-37).

b. One shall accept those who are different from him (v.38-40).

c. One shall treat those who are of Christ well (v.41).

d. One shall not cause others to stumble (v.42).

e. One shall deal with the factors that may cause him to stumble or sin (v.43-48).

f.  One shall perform the function of salt (v.49-50).

【The Revelation of the Kingdom of A Thousand Years】

A. Christ reigns in glory (see Rev.11:15).

B. Peter, James and John typify the house of Israel (see Rom. 11:16).

C. Morse typifies the risen believers (see 1Cor. 15:52; 1Thess. 4:16).

D. Elijah typifies the believers who are caught up when they are alive (see 1Thess. 4:17).

E. Those who are at the foot of the mountain typify the nations (see Is. 11:10-12).

【The Guidance of the Lord Jesus】

A. The Lord led the disciples go to the mountain to enjoy the spiritual fellowship:

1. To see the heavenly vision on the mountain (v.1-2);

2. To know the heavenly glory on the mountain (v.3);

3. To know the heavenly mystery on the mountain (v.4);

4. To enjoy the heavenly joy on the mountain (v.5-6);

5. To obtain the heavenly revelation on the mountain (v.7-8);

B. The Lord led the disciples come down from the mountain to practice:

1. To the world ---- one shall not tell what he has seen to men on the earth, lest they should do to him whatever they wish (v.9-13). 

2. To the devil ---- one shall draw the heavenly power by the actions of faith, namely, prayer and fasting (v.14-29).

3. To Himself ---- one shall know the way of the cross (v.30-32).

4. To believers ----- one shall accept one another and be at peace with one another (v.33-35).

【How Shall Believers Treat One Another?】

A. They shall be the servants of all (v.33-35).

B. They shall receive anyone of the little children in the Lord’s name (v.36-37).
C. They shall accept those who are different from them, and treat the one who is of Christ well (v.38-41).

D. They shall not cause others to stumble but pay all the cost of removing the factors that may make them stumble (v.42-48).

E. They shall be at peace if they are seasoned with the eternal elements (v.49-50).

Mark Chapter Ten
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Service of the Bondman the Savior on the Way to Jerusalem】

AH. Who reasoned with the Pharisees concerning the matter of divorce (v.1-12);

AI. Who blessed the children (v.13-16).

AJ. Who persuaded the rich man to collect treasure in heaven (v.17-27);

AK. Who talked about the reward for following the Lord (v.28-31);

AL. Who prophesied for the third time that He would be suffered (v.32-34);

AM. Who taught the disciples the way to be first (v.35-45);

AN. Who healed the blind man Bartimaeus (v.46-52);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 10:1 “Then He arose from there and came to the region of Judea by the other side of the Jordan. And multitudes gathered to Him again, and as He was accustomed, He taught them again. ”

YLT: “And having risen thence, he doth come to the coasts of Judea, through the other side of the Jordan, and again do multitudes come together unto him, and, as he had been accustomed, again he was teaching them.”

Literal Meaning: “came to the region of Judea”, He was going away to Jerusalem, where He would be crucified. Therefore His journey afterwards was the way of cross. 

  “Beyond the Jordan”, it referred to the land of Beriah on the east bank of the Jordan. This land was ruled by Herod Antipas and its south border was the Dead Sea. Obviously, the Lord did not go by way of Samaria this time.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “The Jordan” (see v.1:9) was the place where the Lord was baptized (see Matt. 3:13) ---- when we fully put ourselves in the place of death, we will draw many people to follow the Lord (see John 12:32).

2) The Lord always catches the opportunity to teach others. We shall also follow the Lord’s example and proclaim the word whether it is urgent in season or out of season (see 2Tim. 4:2).

Mark. 10:2 “The Pharisees came and asked Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" testing Him. ”

YLT: “And the Pharisees, having come near, questioned him, if it is lawful for a husband to put away a wife, tempting him,”

Meaning of Words: “divorce”: free fully, release, depart; 

The Background: the Jewish rabbis allowed men to divorce according to a verse in the book of Deuteronomy. However they disagreed with each other concerning the lawful reasons for divorce. There were mainly two groups, namely, Shammi and Hillel, who argued with each other and held their own opinions. The Shammi held that “the unseemly thing” in that verse referred to the unfaithfulness in marriage and it was the only reason for divorce. However the Hillel, stressing on the former sentence “she finds no favor in his eyes” in that verse, held that as long as the wife did something that her husband dislike, her husband was allowed to divorce her.

Literal Meaning: the Pharisees only cared about the words of the law and neglected the spirit of the law, and therefore they were incompatible with the Lord’s teachings. Here they wanted to tempt the Lord by the law of Moses so as to take hold of Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Pharisees represented the religionists who stressed on letters and regulations. If we only focus on the letters of the Bible and yet neglect the spiritual reality, we will become the Pharisees in the present days.
Mark. 10:3 “And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?" ”

YLT: “and he answering said to them, `What did Moses command you?'”

Literal Meaning: the Lord avoided the focal point that the two sects of the Pharisees reasoned through asking the doctrine of Moses.

Mark. 10:4 “They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to dismiss her." ”

YLT: “and they said, `Moses suffered to write a bill of divorce, and to put away.'”

Literal Meaning: here it referred to the regulation of divorcing one’s wife made by Moses (Deut. 24:1). However, it was not a positive teaching but a negative “permission”.

Mark. 10:5 “And Jesus answered and said to them, "Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. ”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said to them, `For the stiffness of your heart he wrote you this command,”

Literal Meaning: Moses permitted men to divorce their wives because of “the hardness of their hearts”, not God’s will “at the beginning”. Therefore it does not show that God likes men to divorce.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When men do not listen to the words of God, God may “permit” them or “give them up” to do according to their own will (see Rom. 1:28). But it is definitely not the will of God.

2) What God permits may not be the central will of God. We believers, in our walking, shall not ask for the permission of God only.

Mark. 10:6 “But from the beginning of the creation, God "made them male and female.' ”

YLT: “but from the beginning of the creation, a male and a female God did make them;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord’s answer brought men to the state of “beginning”. When God created men in the beginning, He made them male and female (Gen. 1:27, 5:2) and let them be united with each other. Therefore marriage is set up by God Himself.

Enlightenment in the Word: whether a matter conforms to the will of God shall be judged from the view of “beginning”, not the accomplished fact.

Mark. 10:7 “"For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, ”

YLT: “on this account shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife,”

Literal Meaning: the previous verse shows the will of God through His creation and this verse proves that marriage is predestinated by God through His words. Moreover, God’s predestination is a man and a woman instead of polygamy.  


Spiritual Meaning: “the two shall become one flesh”, it symbolizes the union between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:31-32).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The relation between a husband and a wife is more than the relation between parents and children. 

2) Only when we are delivered from the root of the natural life (“leave his father and mother”) can we be of one mind with all the saints in the church (“be joined to his wife”).

Mark. 10:8 “and the two shall become one flesh'; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh.”

YLT: “and they shall be -- the two -- for one flesh; so that they are no more two, but one flesh;”

Literal Meaning: the two shall never be one flesh any longer after the union of marriage in the eyes of God. Therefore when the number of people is mentioned in the scriptures, women are often not counted (see Matt. 14:21, 15:38).

Enlightenment in the Word: the will of God in men’s marriage is “being jointed to each other” (v.7) and “one flesh”, through which the oneness of Christ and the church shall be experienced and manifested (see Eph. 5:31-32).
Mark. 10:9 “Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate." ”

YLT: “what therefore God did join together, let not man put asunder.'”

Literal Meaning: every pair of husband and wife is joined by God and they are “one flesh” before God. Therefore if they are divorced, it is actually to separate one flesh into two halves.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God has jointed Christ and the church, let not man separate ---- do not let any spiritual person, thing, doctrine and regulation interfere in Christ and the church. 

2) “God has joined together, let not man separate.” ---- God has tempered the body together in the church and therefore we should not make divisions (See 1Cor. 12:24-25).

Mark. 10:10 “In the house His disciples also asked Him again about the same matter.”

YLT: “And in the house again his disciples of the same thing questioned him,”

Mark. 10:11 “So He said to them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her. ”

YLT: “and he saith to them, `Whoever may put away his wife, and may marry another, doth commit adultery against her;”

The Background: according to the customs of the Jews in the old days, the divorce proposed by only a husband could be settled, without the agreement of the wife. Beside, the adjudication by Justice Department was also unnecessary. 

Literal Meaning: “adultery” in the original refers to “the sexual behavior of married ones that destroys the marital relations”. The only reason for normal divorce is that one part has committed adultery, because in God’s sight adultery is the behavior that destroys the union of the husband and the wife. Once the union of husband and wife before God has been destroyed, there is no need to maintain the outward union.

  That a husband divorces his wife and marries another has committed adultery and is indebted to his wife. The Lord’s word indicated that though the husband had the right to divorce his wife according to the customs at that time, he could still not be released from the condemnation of morality and conscience. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Pharisees only stressed on letters of the law (see v.7) and the Lord focused on the spirit of the law. The letter kills but the spirit quickens (see 2Cor. 3:6). 

2) Believers should neither walk according to the tide of the world nor be only satisfied with obeying the national laws, but prove the will of God in everything (see Rom. 12:2).

Mark. 10:12 “And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." ”

YLT: “and if a woman may put away her husband, and is married to another, she committeth adultery.'”

The Background: the wife was not allowed to propose the husband for divorce according to the Jewish law. However, since the Jews then lived together with the gentiles, such as the Romans, the Greeks, the Edomites and etc, the gentile custom that “a woman divorces her husband and marries another” also invaded into the Jewish society. 
Literal Meaning: this verse proved the reproof of John the Baptist ---- Herod should not marry his brother Philip's wife (see 6:17-18). 

Mark. 10:13 “Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. ”

YLT: “And they were bringing to him children, that he might touch them, and the disciples were rebuking those bringing them,”

Literal Meaning: “that He might put His hands on them and pray”, they asked the Lord to bless them. 

  “But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.” ---- Most probably, the disciples thought the Lord’s journey to Jerusalem should not be blocked by such little, naive and ignorant children.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Men’s natural concept is full of the thoughts of divisions of honor and lowliness (See James. 2:1-7). Believers may usually be unconsciously puffed up one for one against another (see 1Cor. 4:6). 

2) Those who fear the Lord should not be with respect of persons (see James. 2:1), or even not play the bully to others.

Mark. 10:14 “But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. ”

YLT: “and Jesus having seen, was much displeased, and he said to them, `Suffer the children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the reign of God;”

Meaning of Words: “displeased”: be angry;

Literal Meaning: “for of such”, it refers to men who are as innocent, humble and dependent as little children. Such characters are the qualifications for entering the kingdom of heaven (see Matt. 18:3).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In the church, nothing is so little that the Lord is not concerned about. Therefore we should bring all things, whether it is great or not, before the Lord. 

2) In the church, no one is so great that something, in his eyes, is too small for them to do. 

3) Those who think that they own nothing and ask for the Lord humbly will be acceptable to the Lord.

Mark. 10:15 “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it." ”

YLT: “verily I say to you, whoever may not receive the reign of God, as a child -- he may not enter into it;'”

Mark. 10:16 “And He took them up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them. ”

YLT: “and having taken them in his arms, having put hands upon them, he was blessing them.”

Literal Meaning: “and blessed them”, “bless” in the original was a compound, containing the meaning of “being earnest, and blessing one after another”.

Spiritual Meaning: “put His hand on them”, it has two spiritual meanings: a) the one who lays his hand on others and those who receive the laying on of hands are united to one (see 1Tim. 5:22); 2) The one who puts his hands on others delivers blessing to the one who receive the laying on of hands (see 2Tim. 1:6).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord did not despise our lowliness but also was willing to be united to the humble ones and blessed us.

2) “The grown-up men” can only be blessed by the Lord who lays His hands on them, but the “children” can be blessed by the Lord who takes them up in His arms to lay His hands on them. Therefore, all those who are puffed up can not be taken up in the Lord’s arms.

Mark. 10:17 “Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" ”

YLT: “And as he is going forth into the way, one having run and having kneeled to him, was questioning him, `Good teacher, what may I do, that life age-during I may inherit?'”

Literal Meaning: “Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him”, it was a young rich man (see Matt. 19:22). “Knelt before Him”, it showed his zeal and godliness. 

“Good Teacher”, this was really an improper name, which indicated that he regarded Jesus as “teacher” who taught others, not the “savior” who had saved all the people (see John 3:2).

“What shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” ---- This question includes four meanings: a) he knew the importance of “having eternal life”; b) he confessed there was no eternal life in him; c) He thought that he would have eternal life by doing good things; d) he did not know what good things he had to do in order to have eternal life. 

“Have eternal life”, it referred to “being saved” (see v.25), namely, “having the eternal life of God” so as to be delivered from the eternal perdition (see John. 3:16).

Mark. 10:18 “So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. ”

YLT: “And Jesus said to him, `Why me dost thou call good? no one good except One -- God;”

Literal Meaning: “Why do you call Me good?” ---- It means that “if you think I am only a common teacher, you shall not call me good”, because there is no man who is good.

“No one is good but One, that is, God.” ---- It means that there is none good except for God (see Rom. 3:10). The Lord’s words did not show that He thought him sinful or He was the same as men, but showed that: a) God is the source of true goodness; b) man has no true goodness without God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A worthless tree cannot produce good fruits (see Matt. 7:18). The world cannot do something good through the evil nature. 

2) The good man out of the good treasure brings forth good things (see Matt. 12:35). However, only God is good. Therefore no matter what we have done, we can still not be counted as good in God’s sight. 

3) That except the righteousness of believers shall exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees, we shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven (see Matt. 5:20). Therefore, we should not only keep the commandments of the Old Testament concerning morality but also keep the new commandments by the king of the kingdom of heaven (Matt.5-7).

4) No one is good but God. No one can be saved by his good works, and only the salvation of the Lord Jesus works.

5) All the works outside of the will and power of God are not “good” works. All the works of believers should be out of God and through God.

Mark. 10:19 “You know the commandments: "Do not commit adultery,' "Do not murder,' "Do not steal,' "Do not bear false witness,' "Do not defraud,' "Honor your father and your mother."' ”

YLT: “the commands thou hast known: Thou mayest not commit adultery, Thou mayest do no murder, Thou mayest not steal, Thou mayest not bear false witness, Thou mayest not defraud, Honour thy father and mother.'”

Meaning of Words: “honor”: respect;

Literal Meaning: “you know the commandments”. ---- The Lord here mentioned the “commandments” in order to enlighten him about two things: a) the commandments show God’s love and His holy and righteous disposition; b) he had to know his incapacity from the failure that men were totally unable to keep the commandments, thus realizing that men could not have eternal life by doing good. 

  “Do not defraud”. It might refer to the tenth commandment of the Ten Commandments ---- “One shall neither desire his neighbor's house, nor wife, nor anything that is his neighbor’s”. If it was so, the six points mentioned by the Lord here had included all the commandments concerning interpersonal relationship in the Ten Commandments (see Ex. 20:12-17; Deut. 5:16-21).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though believers in the New Testament do not need to keep the commandments concerning the ceremonies in the Old Testament, we should still keep the commandments of morality. 

2) In the church we should keep spiritual commandments: a) do not spread the factor of death ---- murder; b) do not bring the world into the church ---- commit adultery; c) do not usurp the glory of God ---- steal; d) do not bear witness to things outside of Christ ---- bear false witness; e) do not defraud brothers ---- defraud; f) magnify the Lord ---- honor the father and the mother.

Mark. 10:20 “And he answered and said to Him, "Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth." ”

YLT: “And he answering said to him, `Teacher, all these did I keep from my youth.'”

Literal Meaning: unfortunately, this young man had not seen his incapacity and thought he had kept them all. Actually, he could at most keep the commandments in letters and yet unavoidably sinned against the commandments in spirit.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Those who think themselves righteous are living in darkness indeed. They cannot see their transgressions. 

2) As long as someone has offended in the least commandment of the Law, he is guilty of all (see James. 2:10). 

Mark. 10:21 “Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me." ”

YLT: “And Jesus having looked upon him, did love him, and said to him, `One thing thou dost lack; go away, whatever thou hast -- sell, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven, and come, be following me, having taken up the cross.'”

Literal Meaning: here the Lord raised the strictest claim to show his imperfectness. 

      “One thing you lack”, it implied that he was not “perfect” then ---- even if men have kept all the commandments, they are still imperfect in the sight of the Lord.

“Go your way, sell whatever you have”, it showed that “what he had” was the clear proof of his imperfectness, so he had to “sell” what he had.

“And give to the poor”, if he could not “give what he had to the poor”, it proved that he couldn’t “love his neighbor as himself” (see Matt. 19:20).

“And you will have treasure in heaven”, it indicated that what he had now was only on the earth and he had nothing in heaven. 

“And come and follow Me”, it implied that even though he had given all that he had to the poor, he might still keep the poor only, not the Lord Jesus in his heart (see 14:7). Therefore he had to “follow the Lord”, i.e. he had to love the Lord more than all (see Matt. 10:37-38).

According to the context, this verse is not a general rule that demands a poor life of every Christian. The Lord, with a purpose of asking the young man to do in this way, intended to let him know he had indeed not kept all the commandments (see v.20) and realize that men could not have eternal life through doing good (see v.17).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) This verse was the general outline of the law: “go, sell what you have and give to the poor”, namely, “to love your neighbor as yourselves”. “Come, follow Me”, that is, “to love the Lord your God”.

2) The Lord demands more and more: a) “go and sell” ---- it is easy for general believers to sell the possession for money (see Acts. 5:1); b) “give to the poor” ---- it is very difficult; c) “come, follow Me” ---- it is more difficult, because what goes out of oneself is the worldly possessions but what follows is “the whole person”. 

3) The Lord asked the young man to sell what he had and then follow the Lord, showing that what we had was always an obstacle to follow the Lord. 

4) Believers should not only be concerned about their own needs but also care for that of others. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. (Pill. 2:4).

5) One shall remove the obstacles to walk in the way of life and follow the Lord ahead. 

6) “And come and follow Me”, some people may devote all his possession (see 1Cor. 13:3) for the sake of some lofty ideal, but not give himself to be a follower of the Lord. Such kind of “selling all that one has” profits him nothing. 

7) The Lord, on account of “loving” him, touched his greatest difficulty in the depths of his heart ---- his possessions. When the Lord touches the greatest difficulty deep inside us, it is just the time that He loves us most and that He will do the work of love on us. 

Mark. 10:22 “But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”

YLT: “And he -- gloomy at the word -- went away sorrowing, for he was having many possessions.”

Meaning of Words: “be sad”: render gloomy, be overcast with clouds;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Anyone who keeps something for himself and is unwilling to follow the Lord will lead a sorrowful life. 

2) Even little children, through grace, could be blessed by Lord who laid His hands on them (see v.16). However, someone who had kept all the commandments through deeds (see v.20) went away sorrowfully in the end.

3) The more possessions one has, the greedier he will be. Such situation can also be applied in spiritual things ---- if one stresses on spiritual possessions besides the Lord such as eloquence, knowledge, and gifts, he will be suffered by sorrowful consequence. 

4) Those who love treasure more than the Lord make themselves sorrowful. However those who love the Lord more than all have the fullness of joyful, though they have lost their goods (see Heb. 10:34). 

5) Great possessions may hold men back from following the Lord. Not only material sufficiency but also spiritual complacency will hold men back from receiving grace. 

6) Though that young man had come to Christ, he did not obtain Christ. If we can neither forsake all things “what things were gain to me” ---- spiritual achievements in the past, nor seek Christ earnestly, probably we can still not fully obtain Christ (see Pill. 3:7, 12). 

7) Earthly things and heavenly things cannot be mixed together. If believers are reluctant to give up the earthly and worldly things, they will not be able to enjoy heavenly and spiritually riches. 

8) Whenever you meet the Lord, the Lord must demand you of something. If we have not answered the Lord, or are unwilling to pay the cost, there will be two results: (a) as for us, we will go away sorrowfully. (b) As for the Lord, He cannot be manifest through us. 

Mark. 10:23 “Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!" ”

YLT: “And Jesus having looked round, saith to his disciples, `How hardly shall they who have riches enter into the reign of God!'”

Literal Meaning: “how hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” ---- On one hand, to be born from above is the prerequisite for entering the kingdom of God (see John. 3:3, 5). And as long as we believe in the Lord, we will be born from above. Therefore it is not difficult for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. On the other hand, the Lord told the rich man that the prerequisite for him of entering the kingdom of God was to “sell what he has and give to the poor, come and follow Him”. Therefore, “to enter the kingdom of heaven” here is not equal to “having eternal life” or “being saved”. “Entering the kingdom of heaven” means that believers must live in the reality of the kingdom of heaven in this age and seek to be a true people of the kingdom of heaven, and will gain the glory of the kingdom when the Lord comes back. In that sense, it is indeed difficult for a rich man to enter the kingdom. 

Spiritual Meaning: the spiritual definition of “those who have riches” is those who own something besides the Lord and yet are unwilling to deny themselves or lose the enjoyments of soul for the sake of the Lord (see Matt. 16:24-25).

Mark. 10:24 “And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! ”

YLT: “And the disciples were astonished at his words, and Jesus again answering saith to them, `Children, how hard is it to those trusting on the riches to enter into the reign of God!”

Enlightenment in the Word: men cannot enter the kingdom of God through money. The love or attachment for wealth will prevent a man, even a poor man, from entering the kingdom of God. 
Mark. 10:25 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." ”

YLT: “It is easier for a camel through the eye of the needle to enter, than for a rich man to enter into the reign of God.'”

The Background: “to go through the eye of a needle,” there was often another smaller door besides the city gate of the Jews in the old days. The small door was called “the door of the eye of a needle”. During the day, the city gate was open for the coming in and going out of men and goods. At dusk, the city gate would be closed and only the door of the eye of a needle was open. That smaller door was so small that only “man” was allowed to come in and go out. Therefore, if there came camels carrying goods, man had to firstly unload the goods and made the camels incline and crawl and then pushed and drew them so that the camels would pass the door. Later, “a camel to go through the eye of a needle” had become a common saying to describe that something is very difficult and yet is not absolutely impossible.

Literal Meaning: some Bible exegetes thought the above-mentioned background brought down the difficulty of entering the kingdom of God and seemed to excessively adapt to the infirmity of humanity. They said “camel” was the greatest animal in Palestine. “The eye of a needle” was the smallest channel known by men. “A camel to go through the eye of a needle”, it showed that “it was totally impossible to men” (v.27).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though it is difficult for rich men to enter the kingdom of heaven, it is not absolutely impossible. “Camel”, a kind of animal that carries goods, represents treasure ---- as long as one is willing to dedicate his treasure to the Lord, he can enter therein. 

2) Though it is difficult for the great camel to go through the small eye of a needle, as long as the principle of cross is applied ---- to deny oneself, burn self into ashes and come to naught ---- it will be possible to pass through.

Mark. 10:26 “And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, "Who then can be saved?" ”

YLT: “And they were astonished beyond measure, saying unto themselves, `And who is able to be saved?'”

Literal Meaning: there were at least two kinds of faults of the disciples: a) they equated being saved with entering the kingdom of God; b) they thought wealth could help men to earn the right of entering the kingdom of God, since the treasure was a token of God’s blessing to righteous men (see Deut. 28:1-12).

  Strictly speaking, “being saved” is a synonym of “inheriting the eternal life” (v.17), but is different from “entering the kingdom of God” (v.23). Believers who have been saved have already inherited the eternal life, so they have obtained the basic requirement of “entering the kingdom of God” (see John 3:3, 5). Moreover, believers should also let the Lord reign in them thoroughly so that they will enter the kingdom of God actually, namely, they live in the reality of kingdom of God. 

Mark. 10:27 “But Jesus looked at them and said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible." ”

YLT: “And Jesus, having looked upon them, saith, `With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The young man thought it was impossible for man to enter the kingdom of heaven (see v.22), so did the disciples (see v.26). Even the Lord Himself also proved that, “with men this is impossible”. It is impossible for men to enter the kingdom of God by themselves. 

2) “With God all things are possible.” ---- God can change the impossibility of men into possibility. God’s way is to give Himself to men and strengthen them and enable men to “have strength for all things” (see Pill. 4:13). 

3) “With men it is impossible”, it declares the uselessness of men’s deeds. “But with God all things are possible”, it shows the fullness of God’s grace. Only by faith instead of deeds can we be saved (see Eph. 2:8-9). 

4) After we have been saved, we have to rely on God’s “almightiness” to do good works (see Eph. 2:10) so that we can indeed live in the reality of the kingdom of heaven (see 2Pet. 1:10-11).

5) In the eyes of men, it is difficult for some people who have not believed the Lord to be saved. However, it is possible in the eyes of God. Therefore, we should not rashly give up anyone. Because when God works in men, even those whose hearts are most hardened will be saved.  

Mark. 10:28 “Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You." ”

YLT: “And Peter began to say to him, `Lo, we left all, and we followed thee.'”

Literal Meaning: Peter meant that since we “had left something”, we would obtain something in future and that would be reasonable. Though it was not wrong, it carried the nature of exchange and its motive not noble enough.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Peter’s “see” showed his “possession”. He is “a spiritually rich man” and really has something to boast. 

2) The reason why we can leave something to follow the Lord is God’s attraction, working and strengthening. Therefore we should glorify God.

Mark. 10:29 “So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, ”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said, `Verily I say to you, there is no one who left house, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or fields, for my sake, and for the good news',”

Meaning of Words: “leave”: abandan, forsake, lay aside, let alone;

Mark. 10:30 “who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time--houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions--and in the age to come, eternal life.”

YLT: “who may not receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brothers, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and fields, with persecutions, and in the age that is coming, life age-during;”

Literal Meaning: “who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time”, it means one shall receive full enjoyment and joy in this age. Brothers and sisters in the Lord are as intimate as one’s own family members and they can share their possessions with others.

  “And in the age to come, eternal life”, it refers to obtaining the blessings of the everlasting life in the coming age (see Luke. 18:30).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The spiritual principle is to forsake first and receive afterwards.

2) The reward of the kingdom is both in this age and the coming age. 

3) The reward of the kingdom of heaven is a “hundredfold”. This reward is Christ Himself, for Christ is fully perfect.

4) He who has abandoned something for the sake of the Lord will obtain abundant reward and shall also “be suffered from persecutions”. The way of the cross is the predestinated way for those who follow the Lord.

5) Tribulation (“persecutions”) is also a kind of spiritual inheritance. The blessings of believers can be obtained in tribulations. Therefore, we shall also boast in tribulations (see Rom. 5:3).

Mark. 10:31 “But many who are first will be last, and the last first." ”

YLT: “and many first shall be last, and the last first.'”

Literal Meaning: “but many who are first will be last”, it was a word of warning. The word “but” indicated that it was a warning given to Peter of his self-complacence towards his present state (see v.27). If men boast or show off what they have left for the Lord, they will “be last”. 

  “The last first”, it is a word of encouragement. Though one may be last in the beginning, it cannot determine the consequence. Therefore it is still possible to turn to be first.

  This was a common saying at that time. Some bible exegetes thought that the Lord used it here to show that God’s priority of urgency was different from men’s thoughts. Peter put what men could do first ---- “we have left all” (v.28) and what God would give behind. But the Lord Jesus set it in a reverse order: the Lord’s calling and mission were put first ----“for My sake and the gospel's”, and what men would receive followed behind ---- “a hundredfold”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Even though those who ran well (see Gal. 5:7) have no the spirit of pride, if they slack off and do not try their best to run (see Pill. 3:13-14, Heb. 12:1), they will still fall behind. 

2) In order to earn the reward of the kingdom we should try our best to run (1Cor. 9:24) and finish the race (2Tim. 4:7), then we may be “first”. 

3) Our duty is to run and the Lord is the one who judges who is first or last.

Mark. 10:32 “Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before them; and they were amazed. And as they followed they were afraid. Then He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them the things that would happen to Him: ”

YLT: “And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before them, and they were amazed, and following they were afraid. And having again taken the twelve, he began to tell them the things about to happen to him,”

Literal Meaning: “they were amazed”, the reason why the disciples felt amazed might be that they Lord went before them, which was not customary. It was also probable that they knew Jerusalem was a stronghold against the Lord, where was full of evil political power and fool religious power. Therefore, they were afraid of raising violent conflict there. 

Mark. 10:33 “"Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; ”

YLT: “-- `Lo, we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man shall be delivered to the chief priests, and to the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the nations,”

Literal Meaning: “they will condemn Him to death”, it shows that Jesus was not murdered in secret, but was condemned and sentenced to death through open interrogations. 

  “Deliver Him to the Gentiles”, “the Gentiles” referred to the Romans. Jesus was condemned to death by the Roman governor Pontius Pilate and then was crucified (see 15:1-15).

  The disciples thought that the Lord Jesus went up to Jerusalem to fulfill the prophecy of the kingdom of Messiah (Zech. 9, Acts. 1:6) and He would reign there, so they argued for status among them (see 9:33-34). However, the Lord said that He went up to Jerusalem for death, but the disciples had not heard His words (see 35-41).

Spiritual Meaning: “the chief priests and the scribes” were the Jews, representing men or believers in religious circles; “the Gentiles” in this verse indicated men in political circles or the world. Both of them would become our suffering and cross.

Mark. 10:34 “and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again." ”

YLT: “and they shall mock him, and scourge him, and spit on him, and kill him, and the third day he shall rise again.'”

Literal Meaning: “and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him”, before being crucified, Jesus was scourged by the Roman governor Pontius Pilate and was mocked and scourged by Roman soldiers (see 15:15-20).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord guided the disciples all the way and often mentioned the cross to them (see 8:31; 9:31), showing that the Lord’s way was always pointing to the cross.

2) If we could see the glory of the cross, surpassing the suffering of it, we will joyfully run the way that is set before us fearlessly. 

3) There must be suffering before glory (Rom. 8:17); the death before resurrection (1Cor. 15:36). The cross is the way of being highly exalted (Pill. 2:8-9). This is the model left by the Lord Jesus for us.  

4) The more sufferings one suffers, the more consolations of the Lord one will receive (2Cor. 1:5). The more one is delivered to death, the more the Lord’s life of resurrection will be manifested in him (2Cor. 4:11).

Mark. 10:35 “Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, "Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask." ”

YLT: “And there come near to him James and John, the sons of Zebedee, saying, `Teacher, we wish that whatever we may ask for ourselves, thou mayest do for us;'”

Literal Meaning: “James and John, the sons of Zebedee”, their mother might be the aunt (Salome) of Jesus according to the flesh (see 15:40; Matt. 27:56; John. 19:25).

Mark. 10:36 “And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?" ”

YLT: “and he said to them, `What do ye wish me to do for you?'”

Mark. 10:37 “They said to Him, "Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory." ”

YLT: “and they said to him, `Grant to us that, one on thy right hand and one on thy left, we may sit in thy glory;'”

Literal Meaning: they asked the Lord for the seats on the right and left hand of the Lord, the status second only to that of the Lord in the kingdom. Obviously, all those who followed the Lord at that time held that He went up to Jerusalem to drive away the Romans and establish the kingdom of Messiah and reign in glory.

Mark. 10:38 “But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" ”

YLT: “and Jesus said to them, `Ye have not known what ye ask; are ye able to drink of the cup that I drink of, and with the baptism that I am baptized with -- to be baptized?'”

Spiritual Meaning: “the cup that I am about to drink”, “cup” is the inheritance measured by God for us (see Ps. 16:5-6). God sent Jesus into the world to take away the sin of the world and bear the punishments that we are supposed to take (see Is. 53:4-6). Therefore the cup that He was about to drink was the cup of fury of God (see 14:36, Is. 51:17), namely, the sufferings of the cross. 

  “The baptism that I am baptized with”, “baptism” was a synonym of “cup”. Both of them symbolized the suffering He would suffer. The “cup” emphasized the inside suffering, and the “baptism” referred to the outside suffering. “Baptism” meant being suffered by troubles.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Many times, we do not know what we really ask in prayers. 

2) If we ask “something” from Him concerning the status, the Lord will reprove us that, “you do not know what you ask”.

3) The Lord’s word indicated that the status in the kingdom had something to do with drinking the cup of the Lord and being baptized with the Lord’s baptism. He who obeys the will of God the Father and is willing to experience the suffering of the cross can be exalted in the kingdom.

4) Men may usually ask for glory first, but do not ask for the cup of suffering first. He who asks for glory only without asking the cup of suffering does not know what he asks. 

Mark. 10:39 “They said to Him, "We are able." So Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized;”

YLT: “And they said to him, `We are able;' and Jesus said to them, `Of the cup indeed that I drink of, ye shall drink, and with the baptism that I am baptized with, ye shall be baptized;”

Literal Meaning: “they said to Him, ‘we are able’”, it was because they did not know themselves (see Matt. 26:31, 56).

  “You will indeed drink My cup”, they indeed suffered for the sake of the Lord ---- James was martyred for the Lord (Acts. 12:1), and John was exiled to the island called Patmos (Rev. 1:9).

Enlightenment in the Word: through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22).
Mark. 10:40 “but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared." ”

YLT: “but to sit on my right and on my left, is not mine to give, but -- to those for whom it hath been prepared.'”

Literal Meaning: “but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give”, the Lord, on the status of the Son of Man here, respected the sovereignty of God the Father and put all in the hand of the Father without any His own favor or inclination.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The reward of the status in the kingdom of God was not based on physical relationship, but the will of God the Father. 

2) Just like the race on the playground, everyone has the opportunity of gaining the reward. However, who will obtain the reward will be determined by their performance, not being fixed previously.

3) The Lord said that we should drink the cup and the status shall be given by the Father, showing that:

a) The Lord only sought the will of the Father ---- He was willing to drink the cup of the cross without regarding His own gain or loss.

b) We should know the principle of grace ---- the status is not exchanged by the cup, but the reward of God.

Mark. 10:41 “And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and John. ”

YLT: “And the ten having heard, began to be much displeased at James and John,”

Literal Meaning: it proved that the twelve disciples, without exception, strived with each other that who should be held to be the greatest (see 9:34). None of them were willing to make a concession to others, and they were even jealous of and angry with each other.

Enlightenment in the Word: if we live in the flesh, we may provoke and envy one another (see Gal. 5:19-21, 26).
Mark. 10:42 “But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, "You know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. ”

YLT: “but Jesus having called them near, saith to them, `Ye have known that they who are considered to rule the nations do exercise lordship over them, and their great ones do exercise authority upon them;”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The spirit of the world likes to be the greatest, exercise the authority over others and dominate others. 

2) In the earthly kingdom, all the positions are set to rule others.

Mark. 10:43 “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant.”

YLT: “but not so shall it be among you; but whoever may will to become great among you, he shall be your minister,”

Meaning of Words: “servant”: deacon, minister; 

Literal Meaning: “Yet it shall not be so among you”, it does not mean believers do not respect the authority on the earth, but that believers have different view toward the spiritual authority.

“But whoever desires to become great among you”, “become great”, it means being greater than common people. It indicates that the Lord does not forbid men from being great. Men can desire to be great (see 1Tim. 3:1), but the way of being great was totally different from that in the world.

“Shall be your servant”, “servant”, it refers to the worker who serves others. It indicates that being great in the church is not exercising authority over others (see v.42), but serving others. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Yet it shall not be so among you”, men in the world lust for high status to exercise authority over others. This spirit should never be infiltrated into the church. 

2) In the heavenly kingdom, all the positions are set to serve, look after, perfect and shepherd others (1Pet. 5:1-3, Acts. 20:28, Eph. 4:11). 

3) Seriously, in the kingdom (church), there is no difference in positions, but there are differences in gifts, administrations and operations (Rom. 12:4, 1Cor. 12:4-6). 

4) In the kingdom, the one who is greater may have less freedom. On the contrary, the more one humbles himself and suffers, the less the free will he has, the greater he will be manifested. 

5) “Servant” is the same with “minister” in the original------the minister in the church is service-oriented.

Mark. 10:44 “And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.”

YLT: “and whoever of you may will to become first, he shall be servant of all;”

Literal Meaning: “be first”: foremost; “slave”: a bondman who has lost his decision-making power.

Mark. 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." ”

YLT: “for even the Son of Man came not to be ministered to, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.'”

Meaning of Words: “life”: soul;

Literal Meaning: “a ransom for many”, the word “for” in the original was a preposition, stressing on the redemptive nature of Christ’s death. “Many”, Christ gave Himself a ransom for all (1Tim. 2:6). Salvation is for “all” but only “many” (i.e. “believers”) have received. According to the usage in the original, the word “ransom” usually refers to the money for redeeming slaves. In like manner, Christ gave His life as a ransom to deliver us from the bondage of sin.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Just as the Son of Man did come”, it showed that the Lord did not just say in vain ---- He did not only demand others only but not demand Himself. The Lord set a good example with His conduct. Those who are spiritual leaders in the church have to match their words with deeds.  

2) The Lord is the greatest, but He did not come to be served, but to serve and even gave His life to others (Pill. 2:8) so that many would be saved. 

3) The Lord wanted us to learn from His example ---- do not mind status but serve others with whole heart. The highest and greatest service is to let our “selves” be crucified.

4) All those who are willing to receive the death of the cross and deny the soul life (“give…life”) and provide men with Christ (“serve”) will be glorified with Christ together (see Rom. 8:17).

Mark. 10:46 “Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. ”

YLT: “And they come to Jericho, and as he is going forth from Jericho, with his disciples and a great multitude, a son of Timaeus -- Bartimaeus the blind -- was sitting beside the way begging,”

The Background: “as He went out of Jericho”, in the Gospel of Luke, it happened when Jesus came nigh unto Jericho (see Luke. 18:35). We should know the background of the city of Jericho so as to understand the reason of this discrepancy. There was a new Jericho and an old one at that time. The former was built by Herod the Great and there was a way connecting these two cities. Mark recorded the time when Jesus went out of the old Jericho, Luke mentioned the time when Jesus came nigh unto the new Jericho. Therefore there was no contradiction between them. 

  “Jericho”, it was a land which had been cursed (see Josh. 6:26).

Spiritual Meaning: shortly after the matter that the disciples wanted to be the greatest, the book recorded that the Lord healed the two blind men ---- it has its spiritual meaning. In other words, the blind man represented the disciples. Since the disciples were blind, they did not know the things about the kingdom of God and strived to be the greatest with each other. Here the Lord healed them. 

  “Blind”, it refers to the one who lacks enlightenment and revelation in darkness neither knows God nor himself.  

  “Sat by the road”, it means man no longer grows up in life.

Enlightenment in the Word:      
1) Bartimaeus “begged”, for he was a “blind man”. All those who are dark in spirit and are lacking in revelation cannot receive provision from the Lord directly and only have to beg for provision. 

2) Following the Lord is the way for one to be blessed. However men cannot follow the Lord because of blindness, only “sitting by the road”. This is a picture of men’s poor condition in darkness.

Mark. 10:47 “And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" ”

YLT: “and having heard that it is Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out, and to say, `The Son of David -- Jesus! deal kindly with me;'”

Literal Meaning: “the Son of David”, it is a name used by the Jews for the Messiah. They hoped that the Messiah would come to save them and remove the suffering of the world (see Is. 9:7, Jer. 23:5-6).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though Bartimaeus could not “see”, he could “hear”. Once he had heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he caught the chance to call the Lord, so he got the grace.

2) Thank the Lord! He makes us hear the gospel and know that He is “Jesus” (it means “Jehovah the salvation” and “the salvation of Jehovah” in the original) and the Son of David (it means that He is the coming Messiah). Therefore we cry out to Him.

Mark. 10:48 “Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" ”

YLT: “and many were rebuking him, that he might keep silent, but the more abundantly he cried out, `Son of David, deal kindly with me.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The prayer of seeking to be able to see may often be forbidden by men. However the more one is forbidden, the more urgently he asks. In this way he will be blessed. 

2) If one seeks revelation in prayer, one should seek urgently regardless of all the difficulties and blocks, and thus he will receive what he has asked.

Mark. 10:49 “So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, "Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you." ”

YLT: “And Jesus having stood, he commanded him to be called, and they call the blind man, saying to him, `Take courage, rise, he doth call thee;'”

Meaning of Words: “be of good cheer”: have courage;

Mark. 10:50 “And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.”

YLT: “and he, having cast away his garment, having risen, did come unto Jesus.”

Spiritual Meaning: “throwing aside his garment”, it symbolizes that one casts his poor and corrupt acts in the past. 

Mark. 10:51 “So Jesus answered and said to him, "What do you want Me to do for you?" The blind man said to Him, "Rabboni, that I may receive my sight." ”

YLT: “And answering, Jesus saith to him, `What wilt thou I may do to thee?' and the blind man said to him, `Rabboni, that I may see again;'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “What do you want Me to do for you?” ---- One should have a clear purpose in prayer. 

2) We may pray generally, aimlessly or even ask amiss (James. 4:3) without knowing what we ask (see v.38), and that is why our prayers are not answered.

3) To ask for spiritual sight is the beginning of running the heavenly way (2Cor. 4:6, Eph. 1:18, Acts. 26:18).

4) Though the blind men had not seen the Lord, they had “heard” Him and immediately they cried out unto the Lord that “their eyes may be opened”. When we read the Bible, we may not receive the revelation nor understand the Lord’s words suddenly, but receive the revelation after we hear the Lord’s words and cry out unto the Lord for enlightenment.

Mark. 10:52 “Then Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road. ”

YLT: “and Jesus said to him, `Go, thy faith hath saved thee:' and immediately he saw again, and was following Jesus in the way.”

Literal Meaning: “your faith has made you well”, he believed that the Lord had healed him. It was not self-confidence, but faith in God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The two blind men “sat by the road” (see v.46) before, their eyes were opened now and then followed the Lord on the way. If a man wants to run the way, he has to receive sight first. 

2) True “touching” brings in true “sight”, and true “sight” will bring in the true “following”. 

3) He who is blind does not know the preciousness of the Lord and therefore he is reluctant to give up what that he has to follow the Lord (see v. 21-22). However, if one’s eyes of heart are opened, he will regard the Lord as excellent, suffer the loss of all for Him (Pill. 3:8) and follow the Lord on the way of the cross willingly.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Teaching of the Lord About Divorcement】

A. The explanation of the origin of the command of divorce ---- the hardness of one’s heart (v.1-5);

B. He brought men to the beginning to see God’s will to make marriage ---- the husband and the wife shall become one flesh (v.6-7).
C. Divorce destroys what God has joined (v.8-9).
D. If the husband or the wife divorces the other part and marries another, he or she commits adultery (v.10-12).
【The Lord’s Attitudes and Demands of the Lord Toward Various Kinds of Men】

A. To the Pharisees who tried Him ---- He refused to sacrifice the truth t compromise with them (v.1-12).

B. To the disciples who lacked love ---- He set an example of love (v.13-16).

C. To the young rich man who thought he had fully kept the whole laws ---- He pointed that the spirit of the laws was that one shall love his neighbor as himself (v.17-22).

D. To those who felt to enter the kingdom of God was difficult ---- with men it is impossible, but with God all things are possible (v.23-27).
E. To those who denied themselves to follow Him ---- He showed clearly that they would receive a hundredfold blessing (v.28-31).
【The Conditions for Entering the Kingdom of God】
A. One shall be converted and become as little children (v.13-16).

B. One shall not be possessed by wealth (v.17-27).

【With Men It Is Impossible, But With God All Things Are Possible】

A. Man thinks he can only partake in heavenly blessings through his own strength (a grown man) (v.13-16).

B. Man believes that to do good will receive the reward of eternal life (v.17).

C. Man thinks that he has fulfilled all the requirements of God (v.18-20).

D. All that man has have even prevented men from receiving heavenly blessings (v.21-22).

E. One shall give up his own struggle and confide in God completely (v.23-27).

F. He who has left all will receive all that of God as the full reward (v.28-31).

【The Faults of the Young Rich Man and the Lord’s Correction to Him (v.17-22)】

A. He thought wrongly that the Lord was only a “good” teacher ---- the Lord let him see that only God is “good”.

B. He thought wrongly that “doing good” could inherit the eternal life ---- the Lord raised the command of the laws to make him see that men could never “do good” perfectly.

C. He thought wrongly that he had already kept the laws “perfectly” ---- the Lord put forward the requirements of being perfect to let him see he had not been “perfect” yet. 

【The Conditions of Receiving the Reward of the Lord】

A. One shall leave all for the sake of the Lord (v.28-30);

B. One shall still strive to run the race (v.31). 

C. One shall walk in the way of the cross (v.v.32-34).

D. One shall rely on the mercy of God (v.35-41).

E. One shall serve others humbly (v.42-45).

F. One’s eyes shall be opened and follow the Lord till the end (v.46-52).

【The Status in the Kingdom of Heaven】
A. Those who ask the status in the kingdom of heaven do not know what they ask (v.35-38a).

B. Before receiving the status of the kingdom of heaven, one has to drink the “cup” (v.38b-39).

C. The status of the kingdom of heaven ---- it is for those for whom it is prepared by the Father (v.40-41).

D. The status in the world is that those who are great exercises authority over those who are low, but the status in the kingdom of heaven is not so (v.42-43a). 

E. The status of the kingdom of heaven is that whoever desires to be great or first let him be servant and slave for all (v. 43b-44).

F. The status of the kingdom of heaven is not to be served by others but to serve others (v.45a). 

G. The status of the kingdom of heaven is to “give his life” to serve others (v.45b). 

【The Blind Man Received the Sight】

A. The pity of the blind man ---- he sat by the road (v.46);

B. The gospel for the blind man ---- he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth (v.47a);
C. The reaction of the blind man ---- he began to cry out and say (v.47b);
D. The persistence of the blind man ---- he cried out all the more (v.48);
E. The calling for the blind man ---- He is calling you (v.49);
F. The understanding of the blind man ---- “throwing aside his garment”, which means do not relying on his deeds (v.50);
G. The demand of blind man ---- that I may receive my sight (v.51);
H. The salvation for the blind man ---- your faith has made you well (v.52a);
I. The change of the blind man ---- immediately he received his sight (v.52b);
J. The way of the blind man ---- he followed Jesus on the road (v.52c).
【The Reason Why the Blind Man Obtained the Grace】

A. He caught the opportunity ---- when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say…. (v.47).

B. He was regardless of those who hindered him ---- many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more … (v.48). 
C. He asked for the Lord directly ---- the blind man said, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.” (v.51)
Mark Chapter Eleven
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Service of the Bondman the Savior in Jerusalem】

AO. Who rode upon the colt into the city of Jerusalem (v.1-10);

AP. Who went out to Bethany to spend the night and cursed the fig tree the next day when they came back the city (v.11-14);

AQ. Who purified the Holy Temple (v. 15-18);

AR. Who taught His disciples about faith and prayer through the matter of the fig tree that dried up in the morning of the third day (v.19-26);

AS. Who answered the Jewish leaders concerning the question about authority (v.27-33);

II. Verse by Verse commentary
Mark. 11:1 “Now when they drew near Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples; ”

YLT: “And when they come nigh to Jerusalem, to Bethphage, and Bethany, unto the mount of the Olives, he sendeth forth two of his disciples,”
Meaning of Words: “Bethphage”: house of green (immature) figs;
Literal Meaning: “came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,” “the Mount of Olives” sat on the east of Jerusalem; “Bethphage” was a village close to Bethany on the south of the Mount of Olive (see Matt. 21:17).

Spiritual Meaning: “Bethphage” means “the house of green figs” in the original. Figs symbolize the kingdom of Israel and the people of Israel (see Jer. 24:5). God hopes to gain a group of people on earth to satisfy Him as figs. 

  Jerusalem was the capital of God’s elect. Of right, the Messiah should be welcomed and be respected by all the people in Jerusalem when He is coming to Jerusalem. However, according to the record in this chapter, when the Lord came to Jerusalem, though there was a group of the multitudes giving welcome and exalting the Messiah, their welcome was very superficial. What was worse, He was even rejected by the leaders of Judaism. These conditions were just like what the original meaning of “Bethphage” represented. The figs were still green ---- the Jews had not been ready for receiving the Messiah. 

Mark. 11:2 “and He said to them, "Go into the village opposite you; and as soon as you have entered it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has sat. Loose it and bring it. ”

YLT: “and saith to them, `Go away to the village that is over-against you, and immediately, entering into it, ye shall find a colt tied, on which no one of men hath sat, having loosed it, bring”
The Background: “donkey” is a docile animal. Before the general use of horses among the Jews in the old times, donkeys were used as the mount for the king (see Judg. 10:4, 12:14, 2Sam. 16:2). Since donkeys were not as powerful as horses, the Bible compared donkeys with horses to show the lowliness and meekness of the one who rode upon the donkey (see Zech. 9:9-10).

  “On which no one has sat”, the consecrated animal should be never used by men (see Num. 19:2; Deut 21:3; 1Sam. 6:7).

Literal Meaning: “go into the village opposite you”, it was recorded in the Book of Matthew that the Lord sent the disciples in Bethphage to the village opposite (see Matt.21:1-2), so the village opposite might refer to Bethany. The Lord Jesus and the disciples went out to Bethany that night (see v.11), and the donkey might be given back to the owner by the way.

“You will find a colt tied”, “colt” refers to the young and immature donkey.

Spiritual Meaning: here the colt has the following meanings: 

1. “Colt” represents man in the world. 

2. They were “tied” there, typifying that men in the world, without freedom, are tied by livelihood, family and work. 

3. The place where they are tied is “the village opposite”, typifying that it is in the world. 

4. The Lord asked the disciples to “loosen” them, typifying that the Lord sent His servants (believers) to deliver us from the world and sins.  

5. They “were brought to the Lord”, typifying that our being saved is that we are brought to the Lord. 

6. The aim that the Lord saves us is that “the Lord has need of them” (see v.3), typifying that the Lord hopes that after we have been saved, we will dedicate ourselves to Him for His need. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) There is authority in the words of the Lord. Only those who have obtained the words of the Lord will be “loosened” and be delivered.

2) The Lord could ride a colt “on which no one has sat”, and He could also deal with a man who has never obeyed Him. No matter how hard we are before the Lord, He can always do with us.

3) The fruit devoted to the Lord is the first-fruit. The bull offered to God should never come yoke, and the colt given to the Lord should also be the one “on which no one has sat”. We should devote the best to the Lord for His need.

4) The one who has been delivered has to be brought to the Lord (“bring them to me”) so that the Lord can use him.

Mark. 11:3 “And if anyone says to you, "Why are you doing this?' say, "The Lord has need of it,' and immediately he will send it here." ”

YLT: “and if any one may say to you, Why do ye this? say ye that the lord hath need of it, and immediately he will send it hither.'”
Literal Meaning: “the Lord has need of them”, “the Lord” is the Lord Jesus Himself. 

  “And immediately he will send them.” “He” is the master of the colt (see Luke. 19:33). “Immediately he will…”, it showed that the master has no hesitation to obey the Lord’s authority. 


Spiritual Meaning: we believers were under the master of the world and were bound by things of the world and sins. However, one day, when the mighty words of the Lord came upon us, we had been immediately delivered from the power of darkness and dedicated ourselves to the Lord for His need. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Once the master of the colt heard that the Lord had need of them, he answered it “immediately”. Once we believers hear the Lord’s words, we should obey it “immediately”.

2) Since our physical body, intelligence, belongings are of the Lord, when the Lord has the need of them, we shall “immediately” devote them with joy.

3) That the Lord’s disciples accomplished the work was only on account of the Lord’s words ---- “the Lord has need of them”. This work was apparently done by the disciples, but actually the Lord’s word had taken the responsibility of them. Likewise, when we serve the Lord today, no matter preaching the gospels or seeing the saints, it seems that it is we believers are doing the work. However, the work will truly be effective only if the Lord’s word takes the responsibility. 

Mark. 11:4 “So they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door outside on the street, and they loosed it.”

YLT: “And they went away, and found the colt tied at the door without, by the two ways, and they loose it,”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) We should trust and obey His words without any doubt. 

2) No matter what the Lord commands, as long as we obey it, it shall be as it was told.

Mark. 11:5 “But some of those who stood there said to them, "What are you doing, loosing the colt?" ”

YLT: “and certain of those standing there said to them, `What do ye -- loosing the colt?'”
Mark. 11:6 “And they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded. So they let them go. ”

YLT: “and they said to them as Jesus commanded, and they suffered them.”
Meaning of Words: “let…go”: leave, remit, and forgive;
Enlightenment in the Word: “and they spoke to them just as Jesus had commanded.” ---- What the Lord had said was the best answer (see Matt. 10:19-20).
Mark. 11:7 “Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and He sat on it.”

YLT: “And they brought the colt unto Jesus, and did cast upon it their garments, and he sat upon it,”
Literal Meaning: “laid their clothes on them”, here they used clothes as saddles. 

Spiritual Meaning: “clothes” symbolized our external beauty and conduct. The Lord sat on the cloths, showing that: 1) He was highly exalted and glorified; 2) men would personally experience His kingship through obedience; 3) we should walk with the purpose of the manifestation of His glory. 

Mark. 11:8 “And many spread their clothes on the road, and others cut down leafy branches from the trees and spread them on the road.”

YLT: “and many did spread their garments in the way, and others were cutting down branches from the trees, and were strewing in the way.”
Literal Meaning: “a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road”, “a very great multitude”, since the Passover was coming, many people from various regions came to Jerusalem for the feast. “Spread their clothes on the road”, it was an act to show allegiance and respect to the king (see 2Kings. 9:13). 

  “Others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road.” ---- “Branches” refer to those branches with young leaves. In the old days, when the Jews showed their welcome to the king, they might pave the way with branches, burgeons, reeds and etc as a piece of carpet that men could walk on or lie down upon it.

Spiritual Meaning: the Lord sat on the colt and men spread clothes and branches of trees on the road. There were meanings as follows:

    1. Men (clothes), animals (colt) and plants (branches) are the representation of all things, showing that the Lord might have the first place in all things (Col. 1:18) and all things are under His feet (Eph. 1:22). 

  2. Clothes represent men’s outward behaviors of righteousness (Rev. 19:8). Branches are the branches of palms (see John. 12:13), representing men’s inward joy (see Lev. 23:40) and the overcoming life (see Rev. 7:9). “Spreading…on the road”, it refers to the separation from earthly things. The whole sentence shows that believers, in life and behavior, shall manifest the difference between what is of earth and what is of the Lord. 

  3. Believers shall magnify Christ by their beings and works, thus the world will be made known Christ’s being and works.

Enlightenment in the Word: the faithful servant the Lord Jesus obeyed unto death, so He faced Jerusalem ---- where He gave His life and went ahead without any fear, so God proved Him by the welcome of all things. Likewise, all those who do not flee from the cross and obey unto death will enjoy the welcome of all things with Christ that day (see Rom. 8:18-19).

Mark. 11:9 “Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna! "Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' ”

YLT: “And those going before and those following were crying out, saying, `Hosanna! blessed he who is coming in the name of the Lord;”
Literal Meaning: “hosanna” means “beseeching for salvation immediately” (see Ps. 118:15). The word can be used as praise and contains the meaning that “you are mighty and only you are worthy”. The multitudes rejoiced and sang praise, because they thought Jesus, the savior of their nation, came to reign and lead the Jews to resist the domination of the Roman Empire and establish the kingdom of the Messiah.

    “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD”. ---- This song of praise was the blessing to the pilgrims (see Ps. 118:26). Here the multitudes mentioned it and the praise for the Messiah together and therefore “He who comes in the name of the LORD” was the coming Messiah, i.e. Jesus who appeared before them. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Lord sat on the colt (v.7), the multitudes spread clothes on the road (v.8) and then the multitudes praised Him. In like manner, when we fully obey the Lord, the Lord will be highly exalted above all and become the center of praise. 

2) When the glorious Lord appears to us, we can’t refrain from rejoicing and singing praise.

Mark. 11:10 “Blessed is the kingdom of our father David That comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" ”

YLT: “blessed is the coming reign, in the name of the Lord, of our father David; Hosanna in the highest.'”
Literal Meaning: “the kingdom of our father David That comes”, it refers to the kingdom of the Messiah.

“Hosanna in the highest!” ---- It means that: 1) since the Messiah comes, glory shall be given to God who is in the highest; 2) may the angels and the hosts of heaven (see Ps. 148:1-2) also sing “Hosanna” loudly in heaven.

Mark. 11:11 “And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple. So when He had looked around at all things, as the hour was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve. ”

YLT: “And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple, and having looked round on all things, it being now evening, he went forth to Bethany with the twelve.”
Literal Meaning: “He went out of the city of Bethany”, “Bethany” was a small village at the southern foot of the Olive Mount, outside of the city of Jerusalem. There was the family of Martha, Mary and Lazarus (see John. 11:1-5, 18) and the family of Simon the leper (see Matt. 26:6) in whose house Mary did a good work (see 14:3-6, John. 12:3).

Spiritual Meaning: the city of Jerusalem typifies the Christian organization which has fallen and deteriorated as well as the so-called church. They have a name that they live, and are dead (Rev. 3:1). The Lord couldn’t have rest there and left them and went out of the city to find another place of rest. 

  “Bethany” means “the house of figs”. Figs symbolize the fruit of life, and life is the spiritual reality. There was spiritual reality in Bethany and the Lord found rest there. It was no wonder that the Lord Jesus went out to Bethany and dwelled there every night during His last weak in the world (see v.19; Luke. 21:37). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A normal church should be full of life (Lazarus), love (Mary) and service (Martha) so that the Lord will have rest. 

2) Christ only dwells in our hearts by our faith and love (see Eph. 3:17). 

Mark. 11:12 “Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry.”

YLT: “And on the morrow, they having come forth from Bethany, he hungered,”
Spiritual Meaning: “He was hungry”, it symbolized that the Lord was unsatisfied.

Mark. 11:13 “And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. ”

YLT: “and having seen a fig-tree afar off having leaves, he came, if perhaps he shall find anything in it, and having come to it, he found nothing except leaves, for it was not a time of figs,”
The Background: the fig tree normally begins to bear fruit in February according to the solar calendar and then sprouts and comes into leaves. It will be full of dense green leaves in April and May, with every fruit under every leaf. Most of the fruit shall not be ripe until June, and yet some of it may be precocious. According to the time in this chapter, it was close to the Passover (see 14:1) ---- the period round about March and April according to the solar calendar. Therefore, it was unreasonable that the fig free had nothing but leaves.

Literal Meaning: “seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves”, the fig tree is the typology of the kingdom of Israel (see Jer. 24:5, Hos. 9:10). The Jews were righteous in their own eyes, proud and considered them above all nations and despised others. Therefore, they were a fig tree by the road.

Spiritual Meaning: God planted the Israel like planting a fig tree, in the hope of satisfying His needs. When the Lord Jesus came among the Israel (returned to the city), He came with the need of God (hungry) and found the fruit of life in them. However, they found nothing, but some outward appearance and ceremonies of worshiping God (“but leaves”).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Today, many believers just like the Israel, only have the form of piety and do not have the power of it (2Tim. 3:5) ---- have nothing but leaves ---- this makes the Lord unsatisfied. 

2) If we only pay attention to the reasons but ignore the spiritual word, we may be Christians have leaves but no fruit in the sight of the Lord.

3) The Lord who came to be the practical provision as well as the fig tree that looks impressive but worthless is a strong comparison. 

Mark. 11:14 “In response Jesus said to it, "Let no one eat fruit from you ever again." And His disciples heard it. ”

YLT: “and Jesus answering said to it, `No more from thee -- to the age -- may any eat fruit;' and his disciples were hearing.”
Spiritual Meaning: “let no fruit grow on you ever again,” it predicted that the people of Israel would be rejected. Someone says that, all the signs that Jesus had done in His life had manifested His love. Only this time He showed His anger ---- the anger that was done in a tree instead of a man. Therefore, the Lord was merciful in His anger and He warned them with the type. 

    The words of the Lord had been really fulfilled in history. In A. D. 70, the city of Jerusalem was destroyed and then the people of Israel were scattered to different parts of the world captive until the 20 century. When the end of the world was coming, the kingdom of Israel restored just like the situation that the branch of fig tree is tender and puts forth leaves (see 13:28) and there is still no fruit (only a tiny minority of the Jews are Christians today). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If believers do not bear fruit, they will be taken away, cast out and dried up (John. 15:2, 6).

2) The value of the existence of all things is to satisfy and please the Lord of all. Otherwise, there is no need for them to live.

3) The fruit that we can give the Lord is the statue of Christ in us. May the Lord continue do the work of increasing “Christ” in us, lest we should be rejected.

Mark. 11:15 “So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. ”

YLT: “And they come to Jerusalem, and Jesus having gone into the temple, began to cast forth those selling and buying in the temple, and the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those selling the doves, he overthrew,”
The Background: at that time, businessmen were allowed by the priests in the Holy Temple to do business in the outer court of the Gentiles and sell oxen, sheep and doves which would be used in the offering and sacrifices. In addition, since the Holy Temple did not collect Greek or Roman coins, the Jews had to use the appointed Hebrew coins (see Ex 30:13-15) when they paid the tax of the temple and tribute and offered their offerings. Therefore, there were money changers who brought convenience to those foreign pilgrims. It seemed apparently right about these commercial conducts, but they actually carried critical crises as below: (a) the buying and selling in the areas of the Holy Temple would defile the divine places. (b) The right of worshipping God of the Gentiles would be deprived of when the business occupied the outer court of the Gentiles. (c) The priests colluded with the businessmen ---- the priests supplied much convenience to the businessmen (e.g. the priests had only loose and careless check of the sacrifices, and even the sacrifices with blemish were regarded as qualified ones), and the business profited in high price ---- and then, the priests and the businessmen divided the extortionate profits.

Literal Meaning: “He drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple.” ---- “Temple” is “the sacred place” in the original. It refers to the temple itself, its surroundings, and the whole area of the yards; “in the temple”: the yard of the Holy Temple was open to the Gentiles. 

  “The seats of those who sold doves” “doves” are used to sacrifice for the poor (see Lev. 12:8, 14:22, 15:14, 29).

Spiritual Meaning: God’s temple was the place where God inhabits (Eph. 2:21-22), but there were a group of people who bought and sold in the temple and held gain to be piety (1Tim. 6:5). That the Lord Jesus cleansed the Holy Temple shows that God cannot have rest in this kind of temple.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When we are willing to let the Lord reign in our hearts, all the dirtiness, adulteration and sins in our hearts will be cleansed by Him.  

2) The Lord dislikes us to make money (exchange money) through any spiritual thing or quench the spirit (sell the doves) and so on. 

Mark. 11:16 “And He would not allow anyone to carry wares through the temple. ”

YLT: “and he did not suffer that any might bear a vessel through the temple,”
Literal Meaning: only the Book of Mark recorded this detail. Probably the yard of the Holy Temple was regarded by the common people as the main thoroughfare ---- a shortcut between the city of Jerusalem and the Mount of Olive.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Believers can not only held gain to be piety (1Tim. 5:5), nor seek their own gains through making use of the church.

2) In the church of God, men’s works and the boast of works are both forbidden. 

Mark. 11:17 “Then He taught, saying to them, "Is it not written, "My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have made it a "den of thieves."' ”

YLT: “and he was teaching, saying to them, `Hath it not been written -- My house a house of prayer shall be called for all the nations, and ye did make it a den of robbers?'”
Meaning of Words: “den of thieves”: the lair of robbers; 
Literal Meaning: this verse puts the verses in the Book of Isaiah (56:7) and that in the Book of Jeremiah (7:11) together.

  This was the second time for the Lord to cleanse the Holy Temple. When the Lord started to work, He had once cleansed the temple (see John. 2:13-17). Here when the Lord had almost finished His work, he did it again. The first time, He called the temple as “My Father’s house” (John. 2:16) because He cleansed the temple on the status of the Son of God. Here He called the temple “My house” because He is the Son of David ---- He cleansed the temple on the status of the Messiah.

  “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations'?” ---- “A house of prayer for all nations”, it prophesied that the salvation would be preached all over the world. The gentile believers could also worship God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God saves us to be His “temple” (see Heb. 3:6, “the house of God” is “the temple of God” in the original) and His dwelling place. 

2) “A house of prayer” is the place where men have fellowship with and work with God and glorify God. “A den of thieves” is the place where men usurp the benefits of God and make it heavily polluted that God has no rest there. 

3) The church and the spirit in us should be the house of prayer. But if Christ is not allowed to dwell there (see Eph. 3:17), they may become dens of thieves. 

4) Since we believers have become the spiritual temple of the Lord, we should not let the worldly possessions be filled in that become the den of thieves. We should often pray to the Lord and have fellowship with the Lord.

5) Personal prayer is very important. However, for many times, the prayer of the church is much more powerful than personal prayer. Therefore we should always pray with other believers.

Mark. 11:18 “And the scribes and chief priests heard it and sought how they might destroy Him; for they feared Him, because all the people were astonished at His teaching. ”

YLT: “And the scribes and the chief priests heard, and they were seeking how they shall destroy him, for they were afraid of him, because all the multitude was astonished at his teaching;”
Literal Meaning: “heard it and sought how they might destroy Him”, the reasons for the Jewish leaders who wanted to destroy Jesus might be that: (a) the Lord rebuked them that they had changed the Holy Temple to the den of thieves (v.17). (b) The Lord said He was equal to the Father (John 10:33). (c) He had violated the Sabbath (Matt. 12:10-14). (d) He had made Lazarus be raised (John 11:47, 53).

Spiritual Meaning: “the priests and scribes” represent religious leaders.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Holy Temple at that time had become the den of thieves, but the Jewish leaders did not care for it. When the Lord Jesus came to cleanse it, they even tried to destroy Him. The religionists only sought godly appearance in order to hold gain. They rejected the spiritual reality lest their sins should be exposed. 

2) The nominal leaders of Christianity remain some religious customs but reject truth and attempt to destroy the truth.

Mark. 11:19 “When evening had come, He went out of the city.”

YLT: “and when evening came, he was going forth without the city.”
Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus went to Bethany to spend the night when evening had come (see v.11).

Mark. 11:20 “Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.”

YLT: “And in the morning, passing by, they saw the fig-tree having been dried up from the roots,”
Literal Meaning: it was recorded in the Book of Matthew that the fig-tree was “immediately” dried up (see Matt. 21:19). The word “immediately” indicated it happened “very soon”. A tree was dries up within 24 hours, and it could be described as “immediately”. Therefore, there is no contradiction between the two books. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The fulfillment of the Lord’s word does not need too much time. 

2) All the corruptible things shall be exposed in short time. 

Mark. 11:21 “And Peter, remembering, said to Him, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away." ”

YLT: “and Peter having remembered saith to him, `Rabbi, lo, the fig-tree that thou didst curse is dried up.'”
Literal Meaning: Peter told the Lord the fact that the fig tree had withered away with the purpose of ask Him why it dried so quickly (see Matt. 21:20).

Mark. 11:22 “So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God.”

YLT: “And Jesus answering saith to them, `Have faith of God;”
Literal Meaning: “have faith in God”, that the fig tree had withered away was on account of the Lord’s word. However, the Lord did not say: “have faith in My word”, but said: “have faith in God”, showing that there was God’s power in His word or that God’s power was in His word. 

Enlightenment in the Word: believers who speak in faith shall also manifest the power of God. 
Mark. 11:23 “For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, "Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. ”

YLT: “for verily I say to you, that whoever may say to this mount, Be taken up, and be cast into the sea, and may not doubt in his heart, but may believe that the things that he saith do come to pass, it shall be to him whatever he may say.”
Literal Meaning: “be removed and be cast into the sea”, “be removed and be cast”, the passive voice shows that the mountain’s being removed and being cast is neither its spontaneous movement nor out of men’s power, but God’s work.

“But believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says”, “will be done”, it is the fact in men’s faith; “will have”, it is the fact accomplished by God for men. The fact in faith is before the fact in reality. 
Spiritual Meaning: “this mount”, it refers to the obstacles and difficulties blocking the way of believers and seeming to be too large to be removed. 

    “Be removed and be cast into the sea”, removing the mount and casting it into the sea means that one shall overcome large and obstinate difficulties. 

  These words of the Lord Jesus concerning faith were the answer to Peter’s problem with the dries fig tree, and included profound spiritual meaning. It is a sign of removing the mount and casting it into the sea, which can not be done by men, but God only. However, if we want to move God’s finger to remove the mount for us, we have to firstly “meet” His requirements. “Faith” is the only thing by which we can satisfy God. The Jews wanted to please God by the law (leaves) and consequently they were rejected by God. We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand (Rom. 5:2) and therefore faith is the “fruit” which satisfies God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Any trouble that is difficult to be solved by men can be solved by God.

2) As long as we can move God’s finger, we shall not worry we can not move the large mountain. Faith enables us to move God’s finger.

3) No matter how difficult the trouble is, as long as one has faith, he will overcome it. 

4) Sometimes we need to speak to the difficulty directly and refuse and rebuke the difficulty by faith.
5) Let not the double minded man think that he shall receive anything from the Lord (James 1:6-7).

Mark. 11:24 “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. ”

YLT: “Because of this I say to you, all whatever -- praying -- ye do ask, believe that ye receive, and it shall be to you.”
Literal Meaning: “believe that you receive them, and you will have them”, “receive” means you have already received; “will have” shows that you will have in the future. One has received in faith, and then will receive in the real fact. Faith, surpassing the time, can see things in future. 

Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows that the sign of removing the mount and casting it into the sea is done by God. If man prays in faith, he will be answered by God who will remove the mountain and cast it into the sea. If man satisfies God by “faith”, God will reward men and men will “receive”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In the experience of believers’ prayers, it is “to believe that we receive them, and we will have them”. One must have “faith” inside first, and then enjoy the fulfillment in fact. 

2) Prayer is that men entreat for God. And prayer in faith is the prerequisite of being answered by God. Men draw God’s promise through faith. 

3) God will do great things if men trust Him without doubt. Prayer cannot be fulfilled without faith. God does things according to our capacity and how much we have been prepared.

4) The fault of we believers is to believe we “will have” though we have not “received”. To believe “we receive” is different from believing “we will have”. That latter is to believe our prayer has been answered, and the latter is to believe our prayer will be answered by God. 

5) All those who believe “they receive them” will “have them”. However, those who only believe “they will have” sometimes have not received. 

6) Prayer shall be done by believers. And prayers that shall be answered are what God will do. We should do what we have to do ---- to pray in faith, and God will not refuse what He has to do ---- to make us receive.

Mark. 11:25 “"And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. ”

YLT: “`And whenever ye may stand praying, forgive, if ye have anything against any one, that your Father also who is in the heavens may forgive you your trespasses;”
The Background: “And whenever you stand praying”, in the old times, the Jews prayed in the gesture of “standing” (see Luke 18:11, 13). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Even though we have upright intention to pray, our deeds are still unworthy of God, so we should pray for being forgiven by God and come to pray with boldness before God (Heb. 4:16) that our prayers shall be answered. 

2) If we want to be forgiven by God, we must firstly forgive others. Only through forgiving others, we are worthy of asking God to answer our prayers.

Mark. 11:26 “But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses." ”

YLT: “and, if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in the heavens forgive your trespasses.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) For judgment without mercy to him that has shown no mercy (James 2:13).
2) Believers should neither criticize nor condemn others randomly. Your attitude toward others decides God’s attitude toward you.

3) If we are unwilling to forgive those who sin against us, our prayers will neither be smooth nor be answered by God.

Mark. 11:27 “Then they came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in the temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders came to Him. ”

YLT: “And they come again to Jerusalem, and in the temple, as he is walking, there come unto him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,”
Literal Meaning: “the chief priests and the elders of the people confronted Him.” ---- “The chief priests”, “the elders” and “the scribes” (See v.15) constituted the three kinds of members of Judaic council.

Spiritual Meaning: “the chief priests and the scribes and the elders of the people”, they typified the earthly, fleshly and traditional authority. 

Mark. 11:28 “And they said to Him, "By what authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority to do these things?" ”

YLT: “and they say to him, `By what authority dost thou these things? and who gave thee this authority that these things thou mayest do?'”
Literal Meaning: “by what authority are You doing these things?” ---- “These things”, it referred to the Lord’s acts after He rode the colt into Jerusalem, especially He cleansed the temple (see v.15-17).

    They questioned the Lord that by what authority He cleansed the Holy Temple, which showed that they did not know the Lord or respect Him and contrarily withstood Him. 

Mark. 11:29 “But Jesus answered and said to them, "I also will ask you one question; then answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things: ”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said to them, `I will question you -- I also -- one word; and answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things;”
Literal Meaning: to those who had hardened their hearts and did not know the Lord intentionally, the Lord did not answer their question directly and contrarily asked them a question in reply to put them to silence. 

Enlightenment in the Word: when men ask what they should not ask, believers should imitate the Lord and ask in reply so as to help us out of a predicament.

Mark. 11:30 “The baptism of John--was it from heaven or from men? Answer Me." ”

YLT: “the baptism of John -- from heaven was it? or from men? answer me.'”
Literal Meaning: “the baptism of John--was it from heaven or from men?” ---- “From heaven”: from God; the Jews usually referred to the heaven as God

.

  The Lord meant that where the authority of John the Baptism came from was also the place that His authority was from. If those who opposed Him could answer where the authority of John the Baptist was from, they would naturally know where His authority was from. Jesus asked it in return because if they confessed that John the Baptist was sent by God, they had to receive his testimony for Jesus (see 1:7-8). Therefore they would surely know that the authority of Jesus is from God.

Spiritual Meaning: “the baptism of John” is to bury those who have repented (see 1:4-5), i.e. to put the old man into death. The Lord Jesus asked this question with the aim of making them confess that it is of God. He also implied that the true authority of God was from death and resurrection, otherwise, it is only authority of men.

Enlightenment in the Word: the true spiritual authority rests with God Himself ---- “from heaven”, not with men’s tradition or arrangement ---- “from men”.
Mark. 11:31 “And they reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we say, "From heaven,' He will say, "Why then did you not believe him?' ”

YLT: “And they were reasoning with themselves, saying, `If we may say, From heaven, he will say, Wherefore, then, did ye not believe him?”
Literal Meaning: if they answered the baptism of John came from the heaven, they had just condemned themselves, for they did not believe Him.

Mark. 11:32 “But if we say, "From men"'--they feared the people, for all counted John to have been a prophet indeed.”

YLT: “But if we may say, From men,' -- they were fearing the people, for all were holding John that he was indeed a prophet;”
Literal Meaning: they could not say directly that the baptism of John was from men, for it would offend the people.

Enlightenment in the Word: “not believing” (v.31) and “fearing the people” were the two characteristics of religionists.

Mark. 11:33 “So they answered and said to Jesus, "We do not know." And Jesus answered and said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things." ”

YLT: “and answering they say to Jesus, `We have not known;' and Jesus answering saith to them, `Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things.'”
Literal Meaning: the Lord did not say that “I do not know” but “neither will I tell you”. The chief priests and the elders of the people were fully aware of the answer, but pleaded that they did not know. It was lying. The Lord knew it and He “did not tell them”. It was true.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If our hearts are not upright, the Lord cannot speak to us. And we cannot receive word from the Lord.

2) Today men may answer the Lord’s questions perfunctorily. However, all of us shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ and each of us shall give account of himself to God (Rom. 14:10-12).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Comparisons of Two Kinds of Men】

A. The First Comparison ---- Whether They Respected the Authority of the Lord: 
1. One group of people magnified the Lord (v.1-10).

2. But the other group queried His authority (v.27-33).

B. The Second Comparison ---- Whether They Could Afford the Dwelling Place for the Lord:
1. One group of people who had the appearance of temple but lacked the reality of it could not let Him stay (v.15-18).

2. But the other group gave the Lord a dwelling place of rest (v.11, 19).

C. The Third Comparison ---- Whether They Could Make the Lord Have enjoyment:
1. One group of people only had the appearance of trees without fruit (v.12-14).
2. But the other group satisfied God by faith (v.22-26).
【The Descriptions of the Servant the Bondman】

A. His Glory:
1. Jesus went into the city of Jerusalem, riding upon the colt (v.1-7).

2. Some people laid their clothes on the donkey and colt (v.7).

3. Some people spread their clothes and branches of trees on the road (v.8).

4. The multitudes cried out, saying “Hosanna!” (v.9-10).

B. His Work:

1. He looked around the Holy Temple (v.11a).

2. He cleansed the Holy Temple (v.15-17).
3. He taught the multitudes (v.18b).
C. His Authority:

1. He cursed the fig tree which did not bear fruit (v.12-14).
2. If one prays with faith, he is able to use this authority (v.20-26).
D. His Wisdom:

1. Religious believers queried Jesus that by what authority He did these things (v.27-28).
2. Jesus asked in reply and put them to silence (v.29-33).
【The Religionist Lacked the Spiritual Reality】

A. The Temple is the Reality of the City:
1. The city of Jerusalem had warm welcome in appearance towards the Lord (v.7-10).

2. However, the temple of God became the den of thieves (v.15-17).
B. Fruit is the Reality of Tree:
1. There were only leaves on the fig tree (v.13).

2. However, the fruits cannot be found on it and it cannot satisfy the Lord’s hunger (v.13).
C. Faith is the Reality of Authority:

1. The religionist paid attention to doing things by what authority (v.27-28).

2. They did not believe the authority from heaven (v.31).

【One Shall Have Faith in God.】

A. For He has power ---- He is omnipotent (v.20-24);

B. For He has grace ---- He gives all (v.20-24);

C. For He has mercy ---- He loves all (v.25-26);

D. For He has authority ---- He reigns all (v.27-28);

E. For He has wisdom ---- He omniscient (v.30-33);

【The Condition that Prayers Will Be Answered】
A. To God ---- ask in faith (v.23-24).

B. To men ---- one shall forgive the trespasses of others (v.25-26).

Mark Chapter Twelve
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Wisdom of the Bondman the Savior】

AT. He rebuked the Jewish leaders by the parable of the evil vinedressers (v.1-12);

AU. He wisely answered the interrogation of the Pharisees and the Herodians concerning pay tax (v.13-17);

AV. He disproved the idea of the Sadducees concerning resurrection (v.18-27);

AW. He answered the scribes about the question of the first commandment (v.28-34);

AX. He asked the people about Christ (v.35-37);

AY. He taught the people to beware of the scribes (v.38-40);

AZ. He praised the devotion of the poor widow before the disciples (v.41-44).

II. Verse by Verse commentary
Mark. 12:1 “Then He began to speak to them in parables: "A man planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a place for the wine vat and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. ”

YLT: “And he began to speak to them in similes: `A man planted a vineyard, and put a hedge around, and digged an under-winevat, and built a tower, and gave it out to husbandmen, and went abroad;”
Literal Meaning: “set a hedge around it”, it was to protect the vineyard from the attacks of the wild beasts or robbers as well as the invasion of others (see Job. 1:10).

    “Dug a place for the wine vat”, it was to chisel a hard rock into a place to press and keep wine. “A wine vat” had two layers. The upper one was used to step and press grapes and there was a small hole in the upper layer so that the juice of grapes would be flown into the lower layer.  

  “Built a tower”, it referred to the watchtower built by wood. Such tower would be used in the time when grapes were mature. 

Spiritual Meaning: “a man” refers to God; “vineyard” refers to the kingdom of Israel (Is. 5:7); “hedge” indicates that God protects Israel all the time; “winepress”, wine can refresh the heart of God (Song. 5:1), showing that God plants the people of Israel in order to satisfy Himself; “leased” unveils that the lordship of the vineyard still belongs to God; “vinedressers” refer to the chief priests and the Pharisees (see 11:27); “went into a far country”, it reveals the generosity of God ---- He gives men certain freedom to operate and manage His treasure.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The vineyard was “leased” to vinedressers and its lordship still belonged to the landowner. The Lord makes His church be governed by His servants, and the lordship of the church is still in the Lord’s hands. 

2) Service is our duty. However, we should not trespass the Lord’s lordship in service but obey the Lord’s guidance in everything. 

Mark. 12:2 “Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that he might receive some of the fruit of the vineyard from the vinedressers. ”

YLT: “and he sent unto the husbandmen at the due time a servant, that from the husbandmen he may receive from the fruit of the vineyard,”
Spiritual Meaning: “he sent a servant”, “a servant” referred to the prophet in the times of the Old Testament. 

    “Receive some of the fruit”, it shows that we should give account to God about our service. “When vintage-time drew near”, it shows that we should give account to God on time. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God has entrusted (leased) His spiritual inheritance to us and asks us to bring forth fruit in season. And we should dedicate the fruit to God and not keep them for ourselves. 

2) What God hopes in us is that we can bear fruit ---- to manifest Christ by our life.

Mark. 12:3 “And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed.”

YLT: “and they, having taken him, did severely beat, and did send him away empty.”
Mark. 12:4 “Again he sent them another servant, and at him they threw stones, wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully treated.”

YLT: “`And again he sent unto them another servant, and at that one having cast stones, they wounded in the head, and sent away -- dishonoured.”
Mark. 12:5 “And again he sent another, and him they killed; and many others, beating some and killing some.”

YLT: “`And again he sent another, and that one they killed; and many others, some beating, and some killing.”
Spiritual Meaning: God sent His prophets (servants) from ages and from generations to the people of Israel to speak for God and guide them to glorify God. However, they had been persecuted and killed. Servants that had been sent finally were the Lord’s twelve apostles and the seventy men who were sent by the Lord.

Mark. 12:6 “Therefore still having one son, his beloved, he also sent him to them last, saying," They will respect my son.' ”

YLT: “`Having yet therefore one son -- his beloved -- he sent also him unto them last, saying -- They will reverence my son;”
Meaning of Words: “respect”: turn to, hear, honor;

Spiritual Meaning: it meant that God sent His only begotten son Jesus Christ to come to the Jews.

Mark. 12:7 “But those vinedressers said among themselves, "This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' ”

YLT: “and those husbandmen said among themselves -- This is the heir, come, we may kill him, and ours shall be the inheritance;”
The Background: “the inheritance will be ours”, according to the Jewish laws, if there was no heir to identify a certain land, the land would be claimed to be “a land without owners” and could be owned by anyone. 

Spiritual Meaning: when these leaders of the Judaism (vinedressers) saw Jesus Christ, they sought to kill Him (see 11:18; Luke. 19:47).

Enlightenment in the Word: the deepest hidden purpose of the enemy’s persecutions to the servants sent by God (see v.2-6) was to destroy the beloved son of God and usurp His position that had inherited all. 
Mark. 12:8 “So they took him and killed him and cast him out of the vineyard. ”

YLT: “and having taken him, they did kill, and cast forth without the vineyard.”
Spiritual Meaning: “killed him and cast him out of the vineyard”, “out of the vineyard”, it typifies the outside of the city of Jerusalem. Jesus was crucified outside of the city of Jerusalem (see John. 19:17, Heb. 13:12).


Enlightenment in the Word: the most important thing in the church is our attitude towards Christ ---- do we respect Him (v.6) or cast Him out and not seek Him? 
Mark. 12:9 “"Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the vinedressers, and give the vineyard to others. ”

YLT: “`What therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard to others.”
Spiritual Meaning: “He will come and destroy the vinedressers”, God punished the obstinate and disobedient Jewish leaders and people. It was partially fulfilled in A.D. 70, the Raman prince Titus led soldiers to ruin the city of Jerusalem. And it will be fulfilled in the Great Tribulation in future (Rev. 11:2).

  “And give the vineyard to others.” ---- These other vinedressers should not be another race but the new people of God ---- the Lord’s church. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Anyone who usurps God’s lordship and persecutes God’s servants and dishonors the Lord will be laid aside (“destroyed”) from the will of God and lose what God has entrusted (“lease” to other vinedressers). 

2) Now God has entrusted His spiritual inheritance to believers, and we should never recommit the same error: a) seize the fruit of service and usurp God’s lordship; b) persecute and kill God’s servants; c) dishonor God’s son. 

Mark. 12:10 “Have you not even read this Scripture: "The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.”

YLT: “And this Writing did ye not read: A stone that the builders rejected, it did become the head of a corner:”
Spiritual Meaning: “builders” it referred to the chief priests, the scribes and the Pharisees and etc.; “the stone” referred to the Lord Jesus. The Lord was rejected by the leaders of Judaism and was crucified on the cross. But God made Him be raised and become “the head of the corner” (see Ps. 118:22, Acts. 4:11), which, in the building of the church (house), is the most fundamental and important cornerstone in whom all the building fitly framed together (Is. 28:16, Eph. 2:20-21, 1Pet. 2:4-7). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The building of the church must be on the basis of Christ (“the head of the corner”). All the buildings outside of Christ will finally be fallen into pieces. 

2) Any spiritual man or knowledge cannot replace Christ who is the center of the building of the church.

Mark. 12:11 “This was the LORD's doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes'?" ”

YLT: “from the Lord was this, and it is wonderful in our eyes.'”
Mark. 12:12 “And they sought to lay hands on Him, but feared the multitude, for they knew He had spoken the parable against them. So they left Him and went away. ”

YLT: “And they were seeking to lay hold on him, and they feared the multitude, for they knew that against them he spake the simile, and having left him, they went away;”
Enlightenment in the Word: though religionists were fully aware that the Lord’s words were specially said to them, they did not want to repent at all and contrarily they even sought to kill Him. Obviously, the knowledge of the Lord’s words in mind only is totally different from the true revelation of the Lord’s words in heart. Every time we read the Bible, we should read it with right attitude and then we can profit from the Lord’s words. 

Mark. 12:13 “Then they sent to Him some of the Pharisees and the Herodians, to catch Him in His words. ”

YLT: “and they send unto him certain of the Pharisees and of the Herodians, that they may ensnare him in discourse,”
The Background: “the Pharisees” were Judaists who loved the traditions of their elders (see Acts. 15:1-2). With strong national consciousness, they were bound to be opposed the dominion of the Raman Empire. “The Herodians”, it was not a religious group, but a political party upholding the puppet government of the Roman Empire ---- the dominion of the house of Herod over the Jews, so they were deeply hated by the Pharisees. 

Literal Meaning: “some of the Pharisees and the Herodians”, the Pharisees and the Herodians were as incompatible as fire and water, but now they were even associated with each other to catch Jesus in His words in order to set Him up.

  “To catch Him in His words”, the word “catch” in the original was used in hunting, meaning “setting a trap to entrap something”.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Pharisees cannot catch the Lord Jesus in deeds, so then they tried to find fault in His words. Believers should beware of not only deeds and words as well (see Col. 4:5-6).

2) Today, the devil uses many people to find faults in Christians, so we should learn to be aware of and be wise in words. 

Mark. 12:14 “When they had come, they said to Him, "Teacher, we know that You are true, and care about no one; for You do not regard the person of men, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? ”

YLT: “and they having come, say to him, `Teacher, we have known that thou art true, and thou art not caring for any one, for thou dost not look to the face of men, but in truth the way of God dost teach; is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar or not? may we give, or may we not give?'”
Meaning of Words: “care about”: concern; “person”: face; “way”: journey, highway;
The Background: “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” ---- “Tax” means “capitation” in the original and it was only applied in provinces which were directly administered by the Roman Empire. Every male above fourteen and every female above twelve must pay the capitation until they were sixty-five. Some of the Jews often opposed this kind of tax, thinking that paying such tax was confessing the domination of the Romans, and therefore, some of them just refused to pay the tax. 

Literal Meaning: “teach the way of God” indicate to teach men to understand the will of God so as to walk on the way of God.

  “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” ---- It was a very treacherous question and also a trap of Satan. One might fall into the trap whether he answers yes or no. If the Lord said yes, the Pharisees would accuse before the Jews that He was unfaithful to the kingdom of the Jews, a slave of the foreign power and the betrayer of the Jews. If the Lord said no, the Herodians would accuse Him of rebelling before the Roman governor and He might be sentenced to death for this.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The flattering words of the Pharisees concerning the Lord Jesus indicated that the Lord’s testimony was so perfect that even the enemy could not but confess it. And it also showed that they knew the Lord in the moral aspect only and yet lacked spiritual insight. Such knowledge did not help them to receive the grace truly, so they came to tempt the Lord. We shall not ignore the external moral testimony, nor rather remain in moral views, but seek the spiritual knowledge further. 

2) In daily life, believers may be in a dilemma between things of God and things of men or between being of spiritual and of the world. We could learn the principle of dealing with such kind of problems from the reaction of the Lord Jesus. 

3) Believers should imitate the Lord’s example in behaviors and works. Believers should never make a trade of the word of God (2Cor. 2:17) and the word should not be “Yes and No” (2Cor. 1:18). At the same time, we should not make a difference among men (James. 2:4) or be puffed up one for another against another (1Cor. 4:6).

4) Our enemies are not only from the outside of the church but also from the inside; they are not only from others, but also from our own. 

5) Those who want to set a trap for you may say sweat words to you. Even Satan could hide in the beautiful snake and transform itself into an angel of light (see 2Cor. 11:3, 14). Therefore we should not be deceived by men’s apparent sweat words. 

6) Believers should not be carless in contact with others. The Lord teaches us to beware of men and be wise as serpents (see Matt. 10:16-17). 
Mark. 12:15 “Shall we pay, or shall we not pay?" But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, "Why do you test Me? Bring Me a denarius that I may see it." ”

YLT: “And he, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, `Why me do ye tempt? bring me a denary, that I may see;'”
The Background: “show Me the tax money”, there were three kinds of currency systems in the land of Palestine at that time. The first was the denarion molded in Rome ---- men had to use this kind of currency to “pay the tax” (see v.17). The second was the drachma molded according to the Greek standard ---- it was the currency of provinces molded in Antioch and Tyre. The third was the local currency of the Jews called shekel ---- it might be molded in Caesarea. 

Literal Meaning: please note that there was not “the tax money” in the Lord Jesus. The Pharisees brought the money with them, but they were unwilling to pay the tax willingly and therefore the Lord Jesus called them “the hypocrites” (see Matt. 22:18), and that was why they were condemned. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) We should primarily have spiritual sight to see men’s hidden hearts and thoughts in the contact with others. This ability will be improved by the growth of spiritual life because the spiritual discerns all things (1Cor. 2:15).

2) The one who has the “the tax money” should pay the tax (Rom. 13:7).

Mark. 12:16 “So they brought it. And He said to them, "Whose image and inscription is this?" They said to Him, "Caesar's." ”

YLT: “and they brought, and he saith to them, `Whose this image, and the inscription?' and they said to him, `Caesar's;'”
The Background: the image of the Roman Emperor Caesar was carved on one side of the Roman coins which were in wide currency at that time. And on the other side, it was carved the inscription of Caesar in Latin.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “The image and inscription”, it stood for the authority of men. The Lord also admitted that God had given men some authority (Rom. 13:1). 

2) Men’s authority given by God has its realm and boundary. Anyone who is under this realm and boundary should fear, honor and obey the authority (see Rom. 13:1-7).

Mark. 12:17 “And Jesus answered and said to them, "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." And they marveled at Him. ”

YLT: “and Jesus answering said to them, `Give back the things of Caesar to Caesar, and the things of God to God;' and they did wonder at him.”
Meaning of Words: “Caesar”: to slit, cut open along a line (today men call the operation of cutting the belly open for birth as Caesarian operation). 
Literal Meaning: “render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s”, “Caesar” was the title of the Roman Emperor and it represented the whole Roman regime. The Lord Jesus here used the word “render” as “pay”, which meant that paying the tax was not bribery but paying one’s debt ---- it was the duty of the people to pay the tax to the one who was in power. To God’s people who live in this world, paying tax to the government is not contrary to being a citizen of the kingdom of God. 

    “To God the things that are God’s.” ---- It seems that all the possessions of believers are gained by their own abilities, physical power and time, but actually they are given by God (see 1Tim. 6:17) and therefore we should dedicate ourselves to God with gratitude (see Mal. 3:8-10).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Political and spiritual things should never be mentioned in the same breath. In political things, we should obey the authority (Rom. 13:1-7), and in spiritual things we should obey God and serve God wholeheartedly. 

2) On one hand, believers are under the direct authority of God, and on the other, believers are under the indirect authority of men. When men’s authority exceeds the realm and trespasses the authority of God, believers ought to “obey God rather than men” (see Acts. 5:29). 

3) We should learn to discern what is of God and what is of men, and spiritual things and worldly things. We should not garble them with each other. 

4) “To Caesar the things that are Caesar’s”, it shows that God will never accept anything that is not of Him. We should not use worldly things in spiritual things (such as using rock and other worldly ways to spread the glad tidings). 

5) “Caesar” means cutting. Satan wants to cut off all that is of God and God is willing to cut off all that is of Satan. 

6) “To God the things that are God’s”, it shows that God never allows anyone to trespass all that is of Him. Believers should be separated to God and not be gained by the king of this world.

7) “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s”, some of the obligations of the people to the nation do not overpass our responsibilities for God. 

8) In normal conditions, it is not contradictory of the obligations to both God and the nation. We have responsibility for both of them. In fact, it is possible to be a good citizen as well as a good Christian at the same time.

9) Believers should not rely on themselves to deal with difficulties, but look up to the Holy Spirit to give us what we shall speak (see Matt. 10:19-20).

10) Once the Lord speaks, those who oppose shall shrink back from difficulties. Therefore when we face hecklings, the best way is to call upon the Lord because whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (see Rom. 10:13). 

Mark. 12:18 “Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him; and they asked Him, saying:”

YLT: “And the Sadducees come unto him, who say there is not a rising again, and they questioned him, saying,”
The Background: “the Sadducees” was a Jewish party at that time, most of whose member were rich men in upper class. The name stemmed from the chief priest Zadok in the times of Solomon (see 1King 4:4). They opposed the Pharisees who focused on zeal only but ignored moral deeds, so they placed great emphasis on morality, thus inclining to another extreme, i.e. stressing on deeds only but ignoring faith. They did not believe resurrection, holding that men perished completely after death and therefore there were neither ghosts nor angels. They received the Pentateuch merely, but neither regarded the prophets as important, nor received the traditions of the elders. They had high places in politics ---- the chief priest Annas and Caiaphas and etc. were all the Sadducees. 

Enlightenment in the Word: “the Sadducees” were “rationalists” in Judaism. They are likened to the “Modernism Liberalism” in Christianity, who stress on the actuality and disregard the future and have hope only in this life (see 1Cor. 15:19). 

Mark. 12:19 “"Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man's brother dies, and leaves his wife behind, and leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. ”

YLT: “`Teacher, Moses wrote to us, that if any one's brother may die, and may leave a wife, and may leave no children, that his brother may take his wife, and raise up seed to his brother.”
Literal Meaning: this was a law in the Jewish social system in the Old Testament and it was the law concerning the statute that the younger brother raised up the offspring for his brother (Deut. 25:5-6). It was initially set up to protect widows and assure the continuation of the family pedigree ---- that was the well-known “Levirate Marriage”. The early ancestors of the Jews already had early established such custom (see Gen. 38:8). 

Enlightenment in the Word: “raise up offspring for his brother”, the spiritual meaning is that we believers should provide life to brothers who lack life to enable them to grow and bear fruit. 
Mark. 12:20 “Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife; and dying, he left no offspring. ”

YLT: “`There were then seven brothers, and the first took a wife, and dying, he left no seed;”
Literal Meaning: this is the fictitious narrative.

Mark. 12:21 “And the second took her, and he died; nor did he leave any offspring. And the third likewise. ”

YLT: “and the second took her, and died, neither left he seed, and the third in like manner,”
Mark. 12:22 “So the seven had her and left no offspring. Last of all the woman died also. ”

YLT: “and the seven took her, and left no seed, last of all died also the woman;”
Mark. 12:23 “Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she be? For all seven had her as wife." ”

YLT: “in the rising again, then, whenever they may rise, of which of them shall she be wife -- for the seven had her as wife?'”
Literal Meaning: they made up this story in the aim of sneering at the resurrection by this problem. They did not believe the resurrection and held that the so-called resurrection said by others was only the resurrection of the body and man would continually have a family life like that in this age. If the resurrection is like this in deed, it may bring difficult problems to everyone.  

Enlightenment in the Word: just like the Sadducees imagined the state after resurrection in the view of this life, if we live in nature and walk by sight, not by faith (see 2Cor. 5:7), we can not comprehend the spiritual things and will have many queer opinions and problems.
Mark. 12:24 “Jesus answered and said to them, "Are you not therefore mistaken, because you do not know the Scriptures nor the power of God? ”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said to them, `Do ye not because of this go astray, not knowing the Writings, nor the power of God?”
Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus pointed that the Sadducees were wrong, for they did not believe the fact of the resurrection and had wrong concepts of the resurrection. That was because they “did not know the Scriptures”, and therefore they misunderstood the words of the Scriptures. Moreover, it was also because they “did not know the power of God”, and therefore they thought that God could neither raise men from dead nor solve the problems in life such as the complicated family problems that they mentioned here. 

  “The power of God” is clearly manifested in resurrection (see Rom. 1:4, Eph. 1:19-20). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The reason why the concepts of the unbelievers, those who live in nature and liberalists are wrong is nothing more than the two reasons as follows: firstly, they do not know the Scriptures, i.e. having no spiritual knowledge; secondly, they do not know the power of God, i.e. having no spiritual experience. 

2) We shall read the Scriptures diligently and experience the great power of the life of God so that we will make mistakes in spiritual things. 

3) If we Christians lack spiritual knowledge or experience, we may fall in mistake without realizing it. 

4) The Scriptures is able to make men wise unto salvation (2Tim. 3:15). If a man wants to know the Scriptures, he has to have the right intention and attitude. Otherwise, one may always learn and is never able to come to the knowledge of truth (see 2Tim. 3:7). 

5) What Paul the Apostle prayed and asked is to know more about the power of God and so that he may attain more unto the resurrection of dead (see Eph. 1:19, Pill. 3:10-11).

Mark. 12:25 “For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. ”

YLT: “for when they may rise out of the dead, they neither marry nor are they given in marriage, but are as messengers who are in the heavens.”
Literal Meaning: “are like angels of God in heaven”, it is mainly because angels do not have the body of flesh. Therefore there is no difference between male and female and surely they will have no problems of getting married to have heirs. The Lord mentioned the “angels of God in heaven” to rebut the wrong view of the Sadducees who did not believe there were angels of God. 

  Our bodies are earthly, corruptible, dishonorable, and weak, of soul and of earth at present. However, the bodies after resurrection are heavenly, incorruptible, honorable, strong, of spirit and of heaven (see 1Cor. 15:35-50). The conditions of a man in this age and after death are totally different, so we should not infer the states in future according to the works and deeds in this body today.

Enlightenment in the Word: the life style after men’s resurrection will be greatly distinct from that in this age. 

Mark. 12:26 “But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, "I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? ”

YLT: “`And concerning the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the Book of Moses (at The Bush), how God spake to him, saying, I the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;”
Literal Meaning: when the Lord Jesus argued about the resurrection of dead with the Sadducees, He quoted the words in Pentateuch (see Exod. 3:6) for the Law of Moses was still in authority to the Sadducees who did not believe the resurrection. Jesus means that:

a) Since God calls Himself the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and He Himself is not the God of the dead, though Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were dead, God will raise them (see Matt. 8:11), otherwise He may be the God of the dead. 

    b) Though Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were all dead, when God mentioned them before Moses, He still testified that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, unveiling that He kept close relationship with them. We could see that the death in the flesh did not end their life (see Luke 16:19-31; 23:43; Phil. 1:23). In other words, they will surely rise again and have the presence of God forever (see Matt. 8:11).

Enlightenment in the Word: from the words of the Lord we could know that being familiar with and knowing the Scriptures are the key to open the mysteries of the coming age. 

Mark. 12:27 “He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living. You are therefore greatly mistaken." ”

YLT: “he is not the God of dead men, but a God of living men; ye then go greatly astray.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “He is not the God of the dead”, it shows that: a) all that makes men die and unable to touch life have nothing to do with God; b) If believers live in dead condition, we may bring disgrace to our God.

2) “God is the God of living” shows that: a) He is the lord of life ---- he should not be held by death (Acts. 3:15); b) He is the source of “life” ---- we can live only by drawing near to Him and enjoying Him. 

3) Christ shall be magnified in believers’ bodies whether by life or by death (see Phil. 1:20). Thus though we have been dead in the flesh, our spirit will still live before God.

Mark. 12:28 “Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, "Which is the first commandment of all?" ”

YLT: “And one of the scribes having come near, having heard them disputing, knowing that he answered them well, questioned him, `Which is the first command of all?'”
The Background: there were six hundred and eleven commandments generally accepted by the scribes who intensively searched the law of the Old Testament. The number was equal to the number of the Hebrew numbers used in the Ten Commandments. Two hundred and forty-eight of them were positive laws and this number was equal to the total number of the structure of human body. Three hundred and sixty-five of them were negative ones, and it was equal to the total number of the days of a year.  


Literal Meaning: “one of the scribes”, the “scribe” was the one who was very familiar with the law of the Moses. Most of them were of the Pharisees

“Which is the first commandment of all?” ---- The real meaning of this question asked by the scribe was not the greatest commandment among the six hundred and eleven commandments, but the principle of judging the greatness of commandments. On one hand, every commandment of the law is very important. Whoever offends in one point, he is guilty of all (James. 2:10, Matt. 5:19). On the other hand, if men can seize the essence of some commandments, they will also be able to grasp the whole commandments. Therefore there is a saying of the “first” commandment. From the following answer of the Lord, we can see that the Lord also agree with this way of division. 


Enlightenment in the Word: when we search the Bible, we should also seize the importance of the Bible so that we cannot go so far as to stress on the shadows (such as the meat, the drink, the Sabbath and etc) or external phenomenon (such as speaking dialects, healing the sick and etc) and even neglect spiritual body and reality (see Col. 2:16-17, 1Cor. 13:8). 

Mark. 12:29 “Jesus answered him, "The first of all the commandments is: "Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. ”

YLT: “and Jesus answered him -- `The first of all the commands, Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one;”
Literal Meaning: “O Israel”, the Lord Jesus quoted it from the Book of Deuteronomy (6:4-5) in the Scriptures, and it was generally called “the Shema scriptures”. The pious Jews read it every morning and evening, so it was regarded as the announcement of belief of the Jews. 

Mark. 12:30 “And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment. ”

YLT: “and thou shalt love the Lord thy God out of all thy heart, and out of thy soul, and out of all thine understanding, and out of all thy strength -- this the first command;”
Meaning of Words: “all”: whole; “love”: divine love (agapao);
Literal Meaning: “with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength”, it is emphatic, indicating that one shall love God with the whole body and the whole life. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Even though one has kept all the commandments, it is still of no value before God, if it is not for the sake of “loving God”. Therefore, loving God is the first and the best of all the commandments. 

2) If any man does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha (1Cor. 16:22). We love because He has first loved us (1John. 4:19).

3) What God demands us is to love Him with “all” that we have. How hard it is to us! For many times, a lot of men and things distract our heart from loving God, making us desire to love God and love the world secretly, and serve God and serve mammon in secret.

4) “With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength”, We have to admit that we cannot do it by ourselves, but God never demands us to do what we cannot do. With men it is impossible, but all things are possible with God (see 10:27).

5) The difference between the Christianity and all the religions in the world is that our God has both requirements and provisions, but all the other religions have only requirements but no provisions. Since our God asks us to love Him with “all” that we have, He must enable us to love Him unto that degree.

6) One can keep the commandments only by loving God, so one shall love God if he wants to keep the whole law. The principle of the life of Christians today is “to love God your God”.

7) Only when we are filled up, immersed and compelled by God’s love (2Cor. 5:14) can we manifest His love naturally.

Mark. 12:31 “And the second, like it, is this: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these." ”

YLT: “and the second like , this, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself; -- greater than these there is no other command.'”
The Background: the Ten Commandments could be divided into two parts. One part is towards God and the other towards men (see Exod. 20:3-17). At that time, the Jews adopted the passage (v.37-39) in their prayers. The common Jews all knew that the great principle of the Old Testament was to love God and men. 


Literal Meaning: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” ---- It was quoted from the Book of Leviticus (19:18).

    The word “these” included all the commandments ---- the former referred to the commandment towards God, and the latter referred to the one towards men. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Man has to love God first and can love others well afterwards and love his neighbor as himself. 

2) To love one’s neighbor as himself is not the substitute for faith, but the production of faith.

3) We should do our duty both to God and men in our conversation. To God, the hinge must be love; to men, certainly love should be the key. 

4) “Love your neighbor as yourself” is to love unconditionally, i.e. the sacrifice love. Only those who live in the divine life are able to do this. He loved me and gave Himself for me (Gal. 2:20). 

5) Men should love others just like how they love themselves and how self-centered they are (see Matt. 7:12). The principle of prayer is also the life (not in word only). 

Mark. 12:32 “So the scribe said to Him, "Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but He. ”

YLT: “And the scribe said to him, `Well, Teacher, in truth thou hast spoken that there is one God, and there is none other but He;”
Literal Meaning: the scribe was purposely finding faults to interrogate the Lord Jesus about the commandments so as to show that His knowledge of the scriptures was superficial, but now he had to praise His answer.  

Mark. 12:33 “And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." ”

YLT: “and to love Him out of all the heart, and out of all the understanding, and out of all the soul, and out of all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as one's self, is more than all the whole burnt-offerings and the sacrifices.'”
Literal Meaning: all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices are the apparent actions. Loving God and loving men are the manifestation of inner heart, which are better than sacrifices (see 1Sam. 15:22; Ps. 51:16-17).

Enlightenment in the Word: to love God with all our heart is better than offering sacrifices to Him. God does not need us to do something to Him. What is most important is that God desires to gain our “heart”.

Mark. 12:34 “Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God." But after that no one dared question Him. ”

YLT: “And Jesus, having seen him that he answered with understanding, said to him, `Thou art not far from the reign of God;' and no one any more durst question him.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord said that all those who knew to love God purely and earnestly ---- the inner spiritual reality was “more than” all the whole religious and stiff burnt offerings and sacrifices ---- the apparent works were “wise” and were not far from the kingdom of God. The true wisdom is to discern the spiritual reality through the visible condition. And the kingdom of God is in spirit, not in letter (see Rom. 2:29).

2) We have many pretexts and arguments outside of Christ. If they are really brought before the Lord, all the pretexts and arguments will be unnecessary. No one or nothing can make an exception. 

3) All the problems in our life will vanish in Christ. He is the answer of all problems. He is the one “I AM THAT I AM” (John 8:58 “I AM”). Whatever we need, He is the provision of that. 

Mark. 12:35 “Then Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the temple, "How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the Son of David? ”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said, teaching in the temple, `How say the scribes that the Christ is son of David?”
Meaning of Words: “Christ”: the anointed one;
Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) People may generally notice various kinds of questions beyond Christ. However, the Lord is only concerned about our knowledge towards Him because it is the first question of all questions and the greatest matter of life. 

2) The reason why men doubt about many things is that they lack the knowledge of Christ. 

3) Men commonly pay attention to the problems of politics, religion and the letters of the law but neglect Christ. Politics, religion and the letters of the law without Christ are vanity of vanities. 

4) The most important problem of the world is the knowledge of Christ. Only Christ is the answer of all problems. 

5) The Apostle Paul had known the excellency of the knowledge of Christ, for whom he had suffered the loss of all things, and counted them dung (see Pill. 3:8) therefore he knew nothing but Jesus Christ, and Him crucified (1Cor. 2:2). 
Mark. 12:36 “For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: "The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool."' ”

YLT: “for David himself said in the Holy Spirit, The Lord said to my lord, Sit thou on My right hand, till I place thine enemies -- thy footstool;”
Literal Meaning: the Pharisees could only know that the coming “Messiah” (the name of Christ in Hebrew and it means the anointed one) was the Son of David according to the literal prophecy of prophets. However, they neither knew nor sought the words written by David in the spirit (Ps. 110:1). 

  “The LORD said to my Lord” The first “LORD” is Jehovah God and the second “Lord” is the Messiah. The key of this quotation is “my Lord”.

Spiritual Meaning: note that this verse typifies the state that the Lord sits by the right hand of the Father now.

Enlightenment in the Word: only when we are in the Spirit and by the revelation of God can we know Christ (see Eph. 3:5).
Mark. 12:37 “Therefore David himself calls Him "Lord'; how is He then his Son?" And the common people heard Him gladly. ”

YLT: “therefore David himself saith of him Lord, and whence is he his son?' And the great multitude were hearing him gladly,”
Spiritual Meaning: according to the flesh, Christ is “the Son of David”; according to the Spirit of holiness, Christ is also “the Lord of David” (see Rom. 1:3-4).

    Christ is “the Son of David”, showing the aspect of the lowliness of His humanity. Christ is “the Lord of David”, showing the other aspect of the glory of His divinity. 


Enlightenment in the Word: today do we have complete knowledge of this glorious and all-sufficient Christ? May the Lord ask this question to each of us.
Mark. 12:38 “Then He said to them in His teaching, "Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, ”

YLT: “and he was saying to them in his teaching, `Beware of the scribes, who will in long robes to walk, and love salutations in the market-places,”
Literal Meaning: “who desire to go around in long robes”, “long robes”, they referred to the garments the scribes put on when they performed their ministry ---- they were usually white linen robes with the borders long unto the insteps of the feet. The Lord here rebuked them for putting of the garments for the purpose of showing off their status. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Those who works for the purpose of making others see it are the hypocrites, and they want to have glory of men deliberately (see Matt. 6:1-2, 5, 16). 

2) Religious believers like to show off themselves, denote money, bear witness, do service, preach and write books and many spiritual good works. Perhaps the motives of them are to seek vain glory (see Pill. 2:3).

Mark. 12:39 “the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts,”

YLT: “and first seats in the synagogues, and first couches in suppers,”
Literal Meaning: “the best seats in the synagogues”, ““the best seats” referred to the seats in the front of the synagogues, which were usually left for those who have the highest status.
Spiritual Meaning: “the best seats in the synagogues”, it symbolizes the spiritual status; “the best places at feasts”, it symbolizes the worldly status. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The greatest temptation of leaders in the church is from their inner hearts ---- they like to be held high by others to show their important statuses in the multitudes. 

2) Anyone who cares about titles and status in the church cannot service well.

Mark. 12:40 “who devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation." ”

YLT: “who are devouring the widows' houses, and for a pretense are making long prayers; these shall receive more abundant judgment.'”
Meaning of Words: “condemnation”: judgment, conviction;
Literal Meaning: who devour widows' houses”, they extorted money from the helpless ones and swindled them out of money by making use of the widows who were easily swindled. 

  “For a pretense make long prayers”, they maintained the form of piety to conceal their sins of avarice.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Widows” here referred to the believers who were helpless and easily bullied and oppressed (see 1Tim. 5:5, Zech. 7:10). The religionists usually hold gain to be piety (see 1Tim. 6:5) and deceive the hearts of the simple by good works and fair speeches in order to serve their own belly (Rom. 16:18).

2) Religionists like to pretend the spiritual form of piety and lead captive silly women (2Tim. 3:5-6) and make them dedicate money willingly. These religionists who are greedy for money have been erred from the faith and the Lord condemns that they will receive greater condemnation and they have pierced themselves through with many sorrows (1Tim. 6:10).

Mark. 12:41 “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. ”

YLT: “And Jesus having sat down over-against the treasury, was beholding how the multitude do put brass into the treasury, and many rich were putting in much,”
The Background: the outermost part of the Holy Temple was the Court of the Gentiles (the Gentiles could not go further). Through the inward stone steps, there was a court of women (the Jewish women could not go further). Deeper within, it was the inner court (the Jewish men could not go further). There were thirteen offertory boxes under the porticoes of the court of women for worshipers of God to devote money. The orifice of the box was similar in shape of a horn. When the money was cast into the box, it gave off sounds. At that time, men usually cast money into the box in public, so the amount of money could be seen by others. 

Literal Meaning: “saw how the people put money into the treasury”, it unveiled that the Lord attached great importance to the devotion of money ---- He did not count the amount of money there, but saw how the people devoted the money.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord is also sitting opposite the “treasury” ---- the status of devotion, and sees how we “put money into the treasury”!

2) What the Lord cares is not the amount of money that we devote, but the heart and attitude of our devotion of money.

3) Each according as he is purposed in his heart; not grievingly, or of necessity. For God loves a cheerful giver (2Cor. 9:7).
Mark. 12:42 “Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans.”

YLT: “and having come, a poor widow did put in two mites, which are a farthing.”
The Background: “lepton” was the smallest one in Jewish bills at that time, and it was worthless. “Quadrans” was the smallest one in Roman bills at that time. “Two mites” were equal to “a quadrans”.  

Literal Meaning: from this verse, we can see that widow’s devotion has the characteristics as follows:

1. She was “a poor widow” ---- the word “poor” showed that she was rather poor in the external things besides the body. “Widow” indicated that she was alone and helpless and rather weak. 

2. She “came” to devote ---- note that it was a voluntary devotion, not a reluctant payment. Considering her condition, it was rather good of her if she did not complain or seek supplications. Who would rebuke her if she did not devote? She had the right of not coming to devote. 

3. She “threw in two mites, which make a quadrans.” ---- Note that what she had put were two mites, not a quadrans. If it was a quadrans which could not be divided, she had only to devote them all. However, she could keep one of the two mites and devote only the other one without devoting them both. Here we could see that how absolute attitude of her devotion was.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) What the poor men like the widow could devote was rather a few. The amount of money in the treasury might not be less even though they did not devote. Why they devoted on earth? Today many believers have such thoughts ---- let those rich men take the responsibility for the works of the Lord! Is it possible that the Lord needs such several mites of mine?

2) There is also someone who says that those who have money devote their money and those who have strength devote their strength, and since I have no money, I devote our strength and I need not devote money.

3) There are also men who are reluctant to devote money in big bills. They purposely change the money in big bills into that in small bills before going to the church lest there is no small money to devote.

4) The Scriptures mentioned that she was a poor widow without recording her name, which let us learn that: (a) we shall not devote with the purpose of remember our names; (b) we shall not escape devotion because of poverty.

Mark. 12:43 “So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, "Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; ”

YLT: “And having called near his disciples, he saith to them, `Verily I say to you, that this poor widow hath put in more than all those putting into the treasury;”
Literal Meaning: this verse indicated two matters:

1. The Lord was moved by the devotion of the poor widow and taught the disciples by her example.

2. The Lord held different views upon devotion from men in the world. The real value of the money one devotes lies in the quality, not in the amount. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If our devotion is set upon our own wealth with a view that we have something to devote, there will be of little spiritual value. However, if our devotion is built upon our poverty and helplessness, we will surely be accepted by the Lord.

2) Some believer humbly confesses that what he has devoted counts nothing and is only the two mites of the widow. Though his intended to show his self-abasement, he actually has lowered the value of the widow’s two mites, for what the poor widow had put in was more than all those who had given to the treasury in the sight of the Lord. 
3) What the Lord focuses on is different from what men focus on. Men looks on what is visible, and the Lord looks on what is invisible. Men sees the visible money ---- they ask how much you have devoted. The Lord sees the invisible thing ---- He will ask how much you love Him. Men count how much you have devoted, and the more the better, but the Lord sees that how much you have remained ---- how much that you should devote but have not devoted, the less the better. 

4) She threw in two mites without publicizing herself and went away quietly. Men disdained to pay attention to her, but the Son of God the Lord Jesus knew what she had done. He did not praise the money devoted by rich men, but praised the two mites devoted by the widow. The motivation of believers’ devotion is not gaining men’s praise, but gaining the Lord’s praise. The Lord’s praise is a priceless treasure. 

5) The Lord did not care for the amount of our devotion, but the heart of our devotion. When we put the money into the offertory box, has our heart also been devoted to Him?
Mark. 12:44 “for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood." ”

YLT: “for all, out of their abundance, put in, but she, out of her want, all that she had put in -- all her living.'”
Literal Meaning: “for they all put in out of their abundance”, it showed that they still had something to keep their life after devotion.

  “But she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood”, it indicated that she had to live her life in reliance on God after devotion.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord does not see how much you have devoted, but how much you have left in your pocket.

2) What she had put into the box was not “out of their abundance”, but “out of her whole livelihood”, namely, she devoted the indispensible and only part that kept her life. It manifested her complete obedience and confidence. 

3) Though two mites were rather minute, it had sufficiently manifested her love toward God. She poured her whole love to God through this matter. She preferred to be starved to death, but was unwilling to fail in loving God. She regarded God was worthy of her love without any consideration of her life. Since God was the object of her love, she would never be alone in her widowed life any longer. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Nature of the Kingdom of God】

A. He who must honor the Son of God can partake in the kingdom of God (v.1-12).

B. There must be separation between those of the world and those of God (v.13-17).

C. It should be the risen life that lives in the kingdom of God (v.18-27).

D. What is most important in the kingdom of God is to love God and men (v.28-34).

E. Christ is the king in the kingdom of God, and men should not puff up (v.35-39).

F. One shall completely overcome the bondage of money in the kingdom of God (v.40-44).

【The Attitudes of Men Towards the Lord】

A. The religionists ---- who refused Him and even killed Him (v.1-12).

B. The politicians ---- who schemed to kill Him according to His words (v.13-17);

C. The philosophers ---- who created difficulties for by the reasons (v. 18-27);

D. The lawyers ---- who tortured Him by complicated laws (v.28-34);

【The Teachings Learnt From the Wicked Vinedressers】

A. The nature of the kingdom of God (v.1):

1. A vineyard ---- it is of the range of life;

2. Set a hedge around it ---- it has boundary and realm;

3. Dug a place for the wine vat ---- it is for the sake of satisfying God;

4. Built a tower ---- it is on account of defending against the invasion of the enemy;

5. And he leased it to vinedressers ---- it has been given to those of God to be governed, but the lordship is still of God Himself;

6. And went into a far country ---- it is given to those who have freewill to be managed.

B. The responsibility of men to the kingdom of God ---- they must deliver the fruit on time (v.2) ---- they should be grown up.

C. God showed His compassion and mercy to those who seriously lacked responsibility ---- He sent servants again and again (v.3-5).

D. The utmost of God’s love and the extremity of men’s rebellion ---- He sent His beloved Son, but the Son was killed (v.6-8) ---- men’s opposition to God was manifested in the Lord.

E. The building of the kingdom of God is depended by men’s attitude towards Christ ---- reject or rely on (v.9-12) ---- if men reject Him, no matter how skillful they are, they cannot build it. If men rely on Him, though men have no strength, the Lord must build it in person. 

【The Lord is the Stone (v.10).】

A. To the leaders of Judaism ---- the stone that the builders rejected ---- the Lord was rejected by them. 

B. To believers ---- the chief cornerstone ---- the Lord is the basis of building the church.

【The Problems of Believers in Life】

A. The problems in the world (v.13-17):

1. The key problem is not “whether we should pay the tax or not”, but we should have separation from the world.

2. Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.
B. The problems concerning the faith (v.18-27):

1. Men can neither understand the Scriptures nor know the great power of God through fleshly mind.

2. God is not a God of the dead, but the God of the living ---- the knowledge of God does not depend on reasons, but life.

C. The problems concerning the interpretation of the Scriptures (v.28-37):

1. The focal point of the Scriptures lies in how to treat God and how to treat men.

2. One shall not interpret the Scriptures according to the letters only, but also through seeking the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

D. The problems concerning money and vainglory (v.38-44):

1. Money and vainglory are the most difficult temptations for common believers to overcome.

2. The faith, love and hope of God are the mysteries for us to overcome money and vainglory. 

Mark Chapter Thirteen
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Prophecy of the Bondman the Savior】
BA. The prophecy that the temple would be thrown down (v.1-2).

BB. The prophecies before the coming of the end of the age (v.3-13).

BC. The prophecy concerning the Tribulation (v.14-23).

BD. The prophecy concerning the coming of the Son of Man (v.24-37).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 13:1 “Then as He went out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, "Teacher, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!" ”

YLT: “And as he is going forth out of the temple, one of his disciples saith to him, `Teacher, see! what stones! and what buildings!'”

The Background: “what manner of stones and what buildings are here”, it referred to the temple that was rebuilt by the Herod who wanted to please the Jews, around B.C. 20, after the temple which was rebuilt by Zerubbabel (see Ezra. 3:8) was thrown down. When the Lord Jesus began to serve on the earth, the temple had already been built for forty-six years (see John. 2:20) and had not been finished yet. According to the records of the Jewish historian Joseph, the whole temple was finished in A.D. 64. This temple was magnificent and grand ---- some of the marble extended more than 3 meters and there were colossal golden decorations in it. How enormous and glittering it was!


Literal Meaning: “Jesus went out of the temple”, it happened after He declared that “your house is left to you desolate” (see Matt. 23:38). He showed that He had rejected this temple with action just like the glory of God departed from the Holy Temple (see Ezek. 9:3, 10:4, 11:23). “The temple” here referred to the whole sacred place. 

  “Teacher, see what manner of stones and what buildings are here!” ---- The disciples might want the Lord to appreciate the magnificence and beautifulness of the temple with them together. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Jesus went out of the temple.” ---- When the people of God reject the Lord, the Lord will go out of and He will not be with them. 

2) Today many so-called “churches” have only magnificent, tall and grand appearance (see Mark. 13:1), but the Lord is not in them (“Jesus went out of the temple”).

3) “See what manner of stones and what buildings are here!” ---- What they care about are the temporary things that are seen, not the eternal glory which are not seen (see 2Cor. 4:17-18). 

4) What do boast on earth? Our “temple” ---- such as numerous people, thriving work, and beautiful buildings? Or “the Lord” in the temple?

Mark. 13:2 “And Jesus answered and said to him, "Do you see these Great buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon another that shall not be thrown down." ”

YLT: “and Jesus answering said to him, `Seest thou these Great buildings? there may not be left a stone upon a stone, that may not be thrown down.'”

Literal Meaning: “do you not see these Great buildings?” ---- What the disciples saw was the appearance of the temple. 

  “…shall be…shall not be…”, here it referred to what would be fulfilled in A.D. 70.

  “Not one stone shall be left here upon another that shall not be thrown down.” ---- It was fully fulfilled in A.D.70 literally. At that time, the Romans, under Titus’s leadership, completely destroyed Jerusalem and the buildings of the temple. Even the stones were unclenched by them to obtain the gold foil melted into the stones from the roof of the temple when it was burnt up. Others said that there were also some stones that had not been moved at that time. Till the dynasty of the Empire Julian, he attempted to rebuild the temple, so he moved the stones being left (thus the Lord’s prophesy were completely fulfilled). However, his plan of rebuilding the temple was given up halfway. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the temple” typifies the church; “stones” typify believers (see Eph. 2:20-22, 1Pet. 2:5). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Today, no matter how beautiful and civilized the world is in men’s physical eyes, all the elements shall melt with fervent heat in the spiritual eyes (see 2Pet. 3:12). 

2) The glory of the temple does not lie in gold, silver, or gem but in the presence of the Lord. Since the church is God’s temple, we should value God’s presence more than the outward large scale. 

3) The “big-scale” appearance is of no use. If there lacks the spiritual reality within, the building will be torn down sooner or later. May the Lord makes us pay attention to the spiritual reality more than the outward extension ---- the numerous men, the expansion of works and spiritual high statuses and etc. 

4) The church that has thriving appearance but has no presence of the Lord will be fallen apart sooner or later. And its members will not be able to get along with each other (“not one stone shall be left here upon another”), for the Lord allows such churches to be “destroyed” by the demolishing hands. 

5) The natural men (stones) cannot accompany with each other and be built together. Therefore if our natural lives have not been destructed, we can neither let the Lord have position in us nor partake in the true building. 

Mark. 13:3 “Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him privately,”

YLT: “And as he is sitting at the mount of the Olives, over-against the”

Literal Meaning: “He sat on the Mount of Olives”, “the Mount of Olives” was located in the outside of the Brook Cedron in the east of Jerusalem. It was a ridge about two kilometers and was at higher altitude than Jerusalem. 

Mark. 13:4 “"Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign when all these things will be fulfilled?" ”

YLT: “`Tell us when these things shall be? and what the sign when all these may be about to be fulfilled?'”

Meaning of Words: “sign”: miracle, token, wonder;

Literal Meaning: “when will these things be?” ---- “These things” referred to the prophecies by the Lord concerning Jerusalem and the Holy Temple (see v.2; Matt. 23:32-24:2).

  “And what will be the sign when all these things will be fulfilled?” ---- Obviously, the disciples put all that will happen in “all these things”, but there were three matters in the answer of the Lord: (a) the sign before the scared place being destroyed; (b) the Tribulation; (3) the second coming of the Lord. That the Lord’s mentioned the three things together might suggest that the destruction of Jerusalem and the Holy Temple and the coming disasters in the scared land were the beginning and typifications of the things that would take place in the last day when the Lord came back. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If believers want to receive the vision of the last day from the Lord, they have to climb up the high mountain and come to Him. 

2) Every time we come to hidden places (“asked Him privately”), draw near to Christ who had been risen and ascended into the heaven and now sits on the throne (“Jesus sat on the Mountain of Olive”) and have imitate fellowship with Him, we will receive full words and revelations of the Lord (“tell us”).

Mark. 13:5 “And Jesus, answering them, began to say: "Take heed that no one deceives you.”

YLT: “And Jesus answering them, began to say, `Take heed lest any one may lead you astray,”

Meaning of Words: “take heed”, look out, see carefully; “deceive”: be out of the way, cheat. 

Literal Meaning: “take heed that no one deceives you.” ---- In the Lord’s prophecy in this chapter, He mentioned four times “take heed” (v.9, 23, 33), showing that we should take heed of all the situations that we are confronted with, lest we make mistakes. “Deceive”, it means making it difficult to discern true or false with deceitful means, so we should “take heed of” it.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) It is good for us to hold on the cautious attitude towards the speeches of others concerning Christ. 

2) All the prophecies in the Bible, as a lamp that shines in a dark place (2Pet. 1:19), provide us light and keep us from being deceived. Therefore if we do not want to be deceived, we should pay attention to prophecies and discern cautiously to prevent us from confusing right and wrong. 

Mark. 13:6 “For many will come in My name, saying, "I am He,' and will deceive many.”

YLT: “for many shall come in my name, saying -- I am , and many they shall lead astray;”

Literal Meaning: “many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ.’” ---- It refers to those who call themselves Christ. The Lord’s words show that the appearance of the false christ is the first sign of the destruction of the temple. The Jewish historian Joseph recorded that during forty years after the Lord’s resurrection until Jerusalem was destructed, several false christs came forth and they assembled a group of henchmen. 

Note that the phenomenon of false Christ has emerged in endlessly throughout the past two thousand years and becomes increasingly intense. Because it is the necessary situation that must appear in last days (see v.21-22).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) One of the signs of the last day is that men like to boast themselves with Christ. However, Christ is spiritual reality instead of a flag. 

2) Anyone who calls himself Christ is actually false. Some deceivers do not declare openly that he is Christ but mislead others to regard him as Christ unconsciously.

Mark. 13:7 “But when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be troubled; for such things must happen, but the end is not yet.”

YLT: “and when ye may hear of wars and reports of wars, be not troubled, for these behove to be, but the end not yet;”

Meaning of Words: “end”: final, conclusion;

Literal Meaning: “but when you hear of wars and rumors of wars”, this was the second sign before the temple was destructed. After the Lord was dead, the rumor that wars were going to take place made men scared and jittery.

“Do not be troubled”, it is of no help for men to be troubled once they have heard wars. What they should do is to be prepared for them calmly.

“For such things must happen”, It is the reason for “being not troubled”. Since wars are unavoidable, “being troubled” is of no help.

“But the end is not yet.” ---- “End” refers to “the end of the age” (see Matt.24:3), i.e. the Tribulation of the three and a half years (see Rev. 11:2). 

Mark. 13:8 “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in various places, and there will be famines and troubles. These are the beginnings of sorrows. ”

YLT: “for nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles; beginnings of sorrows these.”

Meaning of Words: “sorrows”: travails;  


The Background: when a woman gives birth to a child, she will have intermittent travails. When the intermission between travails becomes increasingly shorter, the woman’s travails will become more and more acute. 

Literal Meaning: “nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” ---- “Nation will rise against nation”, it refers to the wars between nations and tribes and even villages; “kingdom against kingdom”, it speaks of the international wars. From the Lord’s ascension till now, wars had been taken place incessantly from ages and from generations. 

“There will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.” ---- Wars always bring about “famines”. In all the ages, “earthquakes” has increased unceasingly and will become more serious in last days (see Rev. 6:12, 8:5, 11:13, 19; 16:18).

“These are the beginnings of sorrows.” ---- It showed that after the Lord’s death the tribulations which Israel suffered in the sacred place were only the beginning of sorrows, just like a woman went through the travail. The truly fearful “Tribulation” will come later. Moreover, before the coming of the Tribulation, the sorrows they suffer will become more and more serious.


Spiritual Meaning: “nation will rise against nation”, it symbolizes that the earthly people would rise against the heavenly people. 

    “Kingdom against kingdom”, it indicates that the kingdom of Satan will rebel against the kingdom of God. 

“There will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.” ---- “Earthquakes”, it symbolizes that all things beyond God shall be removed (see Heb. 12:27). “Famines”, it indicates that the lack of spiritual food everywhere makes God’s people be hungry;    

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God allows tribulations to come to us for the sake of production instead of destruction, thus giving us hope, not frustrating us.

2) Wars, famines and earthquakes all bring men tribulations in the flesh. However, these tribulations are travails of giving birth to a child for the purpose of bringing men joy finally (see John. 16:21).

3) God’s will is to have many sons (see Gal. 3:26, Heb. 2:10) to manifest the glory of His son Christ. Therefore all the tribulations are used by God to build the church of His Son.

Mark. 13:9 “"But watch out for yourselves, for they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be beaten in the synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and kings for My sake, for a testimony to them. ”

YLT: “`And take ye heed to yourselves, for they shall deliver you up to sanhedrims, and to synagogues, ye shall be beaten, and before governors and kings ye shall be set for my sake, for a testimony to them;”

Meaning of Words: “rulers”: dominator (including governors and magistrates);

Literal Meaning: “synagogue”, it was the highest council of the Jews comprised of 70 councilmen who had the right of trying civil cases and religious cases. They had the authority to whip those who had committed sins, but could not sentence one to death (John 18:31). 

Spiritual Meaning: “council” symbolized the religious power.

  “Synagogue” represented the religious circumstance.

  “Rulers and kings” stood for the power of the world.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) A true believer of the Lord may usually give rise to religionists’ envy, opposition and persecution. Therefore, we have to watch out for them.

2) The organized system (synagogue) of God’s elect even became the organization of persecuting those who were really of God. Today, there are also some organizations in Christianity who are willing to help the tyrant to do evil ---- to help the evil political power to persecute true Christians.

3) Since we are not of the world, the world hates us. They have persecuted the Lord, they will also persecute us (John 15:19-20).

4) The church does not lack men who give sermons, but lacks men who can stand for the sake of the Lord and bear witness of the Lord.

5) The Lord gives us all the afflicted circumstances for the sake of love. If there is no trouble pressing us, we cannot learn to look on and rely on Him closely.

Mark. 13:10 “And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations.”

YLT: “and to all the nations it behoveth first that the good news be proclaimed.”

Literal Meaning: “the gospel must first be preached to all the nations”, “all the nations” refer to all those who do not believe the Lord (especially the gentiles who do not believe the Lord). It is the prerequisite for the end of this age that the glad tidings shall be preached in the whole habitable earth (see Matt. 24:14). In other words, preaching the glad tidings to every corner of the world will speed up the coming of the end.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If the children of God do not work with Him to bear witness to the kingdom and fight against this world, God would rather delay in ending this age. 

2) The Lord wants believers to work with Him to promote the ending of this age and the second coming of Him. Therefore the Lord appointed we believers to go and preach everywhere to the end of the earth (see Matt. 28:19; Mark. 16:20; Acts. 1:8). 

3) The preachment of the glad tidings is first and then judgments come. God gives men enough chance to receive grace and then look into one’s attitude towards grace. Anyone who is unable to sympathize or care about others is unworthy of condemning others.

Mark. 13:11 “But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. ”

YLT: “`And when they may lead you, delivering up, be not anxious beforehand what ye may speak, nor premeditate, but whatever may be given to you in that hour, that speak ye, for it is not ye who are speaking, but the Holy Spirit.”

Literal Meaning: the situation in this verse may follow closely the preachment of the glad tidings (v.10). Obviously, to preach the glad tidings is not an easy thing, for it may bring about such situations:

1. Being persecuted by nominal religious groups of God (v.9);

2. Being persecuted by the power of the world (v.9b, 11);

3. Being persecuted by the family members and relatives that do not believe (v.12);

4. Being hated by all the people (v.13);

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we are persecuted for the sake of the Lord, the Holy Spirit will not only be with us but also give us words to enable us to answer those who persecute us. The Lord’s attendance is so careful that we need not be frightened. 

2) When we are confronted with persecutions and oppositions, we shall not answer by ourselves.

3) When we believers are faced with persecutions and oppositions, we shall not deal with them by ourselves, but commit ourselves to the Lord in faith. He who believes the Lord shall not be ashamed (Rom. 9:33).

4) We shall learn to face persecutions not through ourselves, but retreat to the spirit to rely on the guidance of the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit of God abides in our spirit (Rom 8:9).

5) The Holy Spirit is our helper and comforter, when we are suffered from persecutions in the service of the Lord.

6) If men insist on speaking by themselves, the Holy Spirit will have no status to speak. If men are not willing to say by themselves, the Holy Spirit will manifest His words. 

7) Many times, men can say what they cannot say and what they have not expected to say, for it is the Holy Spirit, not they, that gives them the words therein. 

Mark. 13:12 “Now brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.”

YLT: “`And brother shall deliver up brother to death, and father child, and children shall rise up against parents, and shall put them to death,”

Literal Meaning: the family division resulted from conflicts over belief has been very common and will be increasingly severe in the future. 

Spiritual Meaning: “brother” symbolizes the brothers in the church.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Many believers even betray brothers and sisters in order to preserve themselves because of being unwilling to be suffered.

2) Believers should love one another. However, since they have hold distinct views and stand in different statuses, they will be at enmity toward each other and kill one another. 

Mark. 13:13 “And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the end shall be saved. ”

YLT: “and ye shall be hated by all because of my name, but he who hath endured to the end -- he shall be saved.”

Literal Meaning: “you will be…for My name's sake”, “you” referred to the disciples, for they were both the Jews and the disciples. Therefore, the troubles mentioned here are both related with the Jews and believers in the New Testament.

  “And you will be hated by all”, “all” referred to the unbelieving gentiles. No matter Jewish believers or gentile believers, they shall both be hated and persecuted and killed the unbelievers (Matt. 5:11) for the sake of the Lord.

“But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” ---- “Be saved” does not refer to the redemption but the deliverance from tribulations and the entry into the kingdom (see Acts. 27:20, 44; Ps. 80:3, 7, 19; Jer. 23:6, 30:7). In the last period of the Tribulation, the Lord Jesus will save those who are of Him out of the tribulations. The only way of being saved is to “endure to the end”, meaning that to hold fast the Lord’s words and name (see Rev. 3:8-11) in the lawless environment.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). However, since we have the hope of kingdom, we should endure in tribulations. 

2) Believers are fellow-partakers in the tribulations and kingdom and patience of Jesus (Rev. 1:9).

Mark. 13:14 “"So when you see the "abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not" (let the reader understand), "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. ”

YLT: “`And when ye may see the abomination of the desolation, that was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (whoever is reading let him understand), then those in Judea, let them flee to the mountains;”

Meaning of Words: “desolation”: make it desolate, make it waste; “abomination”: the abominable things, disgusting things

Literal Meaning: “See the ‘abomination of desolation’, standing in the holy place.” ---- “Desolation” refers to the antichrist (see Dan. 9:27); “abomination” refers to idols (see Deut. 29:17); “standing where it ought not”, it is the sanctuary in the temple (see Ps. 68:35, Ezek. 7:24; 21:2). It on one hand typified the presumptuous things the heathens had done in the Holy Temple when the Holy City was occupied in A.D.70. On the other, it also typified the “apostasy” and antichrist at the last day (see 2Thess. 2:3-12). According to the prophecies in the scriptures, in the three and a half years of the Tribulation, the image of antichrist (see Rev. 13:14-15) will be set up in the Holy Temple and it will become a sign of ending this age. 

    It is quoted from the Book of Daniel (11:31). It referred to the Greek King Antiochus IV (namely Epiphanes) who invaded Palestine and overturned Jerusalem in the time between two testaments. He set up the altar of heresy in the Holy Temple in B.C.168. The Lord here purposely used this to predict that: a) what would take place in A.D.70; b) the conditions that will come forth at the last day. 

“Whoever reads, let him understand.” ---- Possibly, the circumstances at that time did not allow the author mention who the “abomination of desolation” was, so he added this sentence in parenthesis in order to remind readers to notice its hidden meaning when reading this prophecy.

  “Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” ---- When suffering persecutions, God’s people are supposed to “flee” instead of resisting (see Matt. 10:23, Rev. 12:6). “The mountains” are easy to hide for men. According to the report of the early church, before Jerusalem was occupied, the disciples fled to the city of Piera at the foot of mountains and on the east of Jordan River.

Spiritual Meaning: “flee to the mountains”, it refers to paying price to live in spiritual realm.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Before the Lord comes back, the “abominable” things will be manifested in the church such as adultery, apostasy, antichrist and etc. 

2) God is a jealousy God (Exod. 20:5). Where there are idols, there would cause the wrath of God. He would rather let the Holy Temple (the church) be destructed than let it be profaned. 

3) This verse especially notes that “whoever reads, let him understand” in order to remind believers that it is still possible that the throne of Satan dwells in the church (see Rev. 2:13).

4) Once the worship of idols (including the worship of spiritual Giants) appears in the church, believers should flee and come out from among them quickly (see 2Cor. 6:17). 

5) If believers want to escape the Tribulation at the last day, the best way is to pay price to seek to reach high spiritual realm (“flee to the mountains”) and then enjoy the rapture (see v.40-41).

Mark. 13:15 “Let him who is on the housetop not go down into the house, nor enter to take anything out of his house.”

YLT: “and he upon the house-top, let him not come down to the house, nor come in to take anything out of his house;”

The Background: the houses of the ancient Jews were terraces and there were ladders to climb up to the housetop. 

Literal Meaning: “on the housetop”, the “housetop” refers to the roof ---- it is outside part of the house. 

  “Not go down into the house, nor enter to take anything out of his house.” ---- It means that one shall not go down from the ladder to come into the house to take things. 


Spiritual Meaning: “on the housetop”, it refers to those who have reached the heavenly realm; “anything out of his house”, it symbolizes the worldly and corporeal things. 


Enlightenment in the Word: all those believers who have already got some spiritual attainments (“on the housetop”) should still watch their steps to prevent himself from being entangled in and being dragged by earthly things (“not go down to take anything out of his house”).

Mark. 13:16 “And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.”

YLT: “and he who is in the field, let him not turn to the things behind, to take up his garment.”

Meaning of Words: “clothes”: robe; 

Spiritual Meaning: “in the field”, it refers to the bondmen who serve the Lord (see Luke. 17:7); “clothes” means estimation before men.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The true servants of the Lord (“in the field”) shall regard the will of God as the most important in every circumstance, and not merely be concern with others’ feelings towards us (“go back to get his clothes”). 

2) Those who love the Lord with pure hearts (“in the field”) should not go back to his life in the past (“go back to get his clothes”).

Mark. 13:17 “But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!”

YLT: “`And wo to those with child, and to those giving suck, in those days;”

Literal Meaning: “woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies”, because they are tied by the leg and there’s not enough time for them to flee. 


Spiritual Meaning: “who are pregnant”, it refers to those who have conceived various lusts; “who are nursing babies”, it symbolizes those who have fleshly entanglements. 

Mark. 13:18 “And pray that your flight may not be in winter.”

YLT: “and pray ye that your flight may not be in winter,”

Literal Meaning: “your flight may not be in winter”, “winter” is the season of rain and snow, so the road may either be blocked by snow or be muddy.

Spiritual Meaning: “winter” indicates abnormal spiritual state that is dried-up and dead. Believers in such situation are unable to flee and even have not realized that they should flee.

Mark. 13:19 “For in those days there will be tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the creation which God created until this time, nor ever shall be.”

YLT: “for those days shall be tribulation, such as hath not been from the beginning of the creation that God created, till now, and may not be;”

Literal Meaning: this verse predicts that the severity of the Tribulation was without parallel in history (see Joel. 2:2; Dan. 12:1). Men will not know its rigorousness through imagination. 

According to the records of the Jewish history, about a million Jews had been killed in the case in A.D.70, and most of them were crucified. About two millions Jews were sold into slavery and seriously suffered from the bitterness and had been dead finally. However, this situation could not catch up with the severity of the Tribulation at the last day.

Mark. 13:20 “And unless the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake, whom He chose, He shortened the days.”

YLT: “and if the Lord did not shorten the days, no flesh had been saved; but because of the chosen, whom He did choose to Himself, He did shorten the days.”

Literal Meaning: “the elect” refers to the Jews who are elected by God. This verse predicts the days of the Tribulation were reduced to a fixed period of days, for unless they were not shortened, no one would be saved. God sets a period of time for the Tribulation about three and a half years, i.e. forty-two months or one thousand two hundred and sixty days (see Dan. 9:27; Rev. 13:5; 12:6). 

Enlightenment in the Word: God is still merciful in His severity (see Rom. 11:22).
Mark. 13:21 “"Then if anyone says to you, "Look, here is the Christ!' or, "Look, He is there!' do not believe it. ”

YLT: “`And then, if any may say to you, Lo, here the Christ, or, Lo, there, ye may not believe;”
Literal Meaning: “then”, it refers to the three and a half years at the end of the age, i.e. the time of the Tribulation. 

  “Here is the Christ…there.” ---- “Here” and “there” both refer to a certain place, showing that the Christ they spoke of will rise on earth (characters of the earth) instead of appearing in heaven (see v.26). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Today all those who call himself Christ who was born in the world must be the false christ. 

2) The Lord does not want us to listen to or trust men’s words because He is near us, even in our mouth and in our hearts (see Rom. 10:8). 

3) The coming of the Lord Christ is not shown to a small part of people, but to be seen by all the people (see v.30).

4) Christ is exceeding and He fills all in all and He will never be limited by fleshly factors.

Mark. 13:22 “For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”

YLT: “for there shall rise false Christs and false prophets, and they shall give signs and wonders, to seduce, if possible, also the chosen;”

Literal Meaning: “because false christs and false prophets” The plural shows that the number is more than one. 

    “Show great signs and wonders” The lawless ones, after the working of evil spirits, can therefore do various kinds of powerful words and signs and lying wonders (see 2Thess. 2:9). 

  “Even the elect”, “the elect” refers to the Jews (see Is. 65:9; Rom. 10:21; 11:28).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The false christs and false prophets not only deceive the Gentile unbelievers, and even we believers may also be deceived. 

2) Satan and its subordinators can also do signs and miracles. Therefore Christians should not believe those who can do Great signs are sent by God.

3) The Lord’s words always reveal us that many people will be deceived. Therefore, we can see that being deceived is a common fact in the history of the church (see1Tim. 4:1; 2Tim 3:13; 2Pet. 2:1).

4) The false prophets deceive others by making them think what they have said are the words of God. Even though we can not despise prophecies, what is really important is we shall prove everything (see 1Thess. 5:20-21).

Mark. 13:23 “But take heed; see, I have told you all things beforehand.”

YLT: “and ye, take heed; lo, I have foretold you all things.”

Literal Meaning: the Lord here tells us beforehand for the purpose of reminding us to take heed when encountering this kind of things. We should not judge whether they are from God through the Great signs and wonders they have done.

Mark. 13:24 “"But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;”

YLT: “`But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,”

Literal Meaning: we can know from verse 24 to 26 that the Lord’s second coming happens at the end of the Tribulation. Moreover, when He comes, the signs of the heaven will change greatly (see Zech. 14:5-6; Joel. 2:31; 2Pet. 3:10). 


Spiritual Meaning: the change of the signs of the heaven sometimes also symbolizes the upheaval of social condition and the rise and fall of dynasties and nations (see Ezek. 32:7-8; Amos. 8:9). It also indicates the shake-up of nature. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the sun, the moon and stars all typify Christ; when the body comes, the shadow is not essential (see Col. 2:16-17). The moment Christ appears, all light bearers will be overshadowed.  

Mark. 13:25 “the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.”

YLT: “and the stars of the heaven shall be falling, and the powers that are in the heavens shall be shaken.”

Literal Meaning: “the stars of heaven will fall”, it may also indicate that there will be many groups of falling stars in the heaven (see Rev. 6:13).

Enlightenment in the Word: Satan and its followers will be cast down from the heaven (see Rev. 12:9).
Mark. 13:26 “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with Great power and glory.”

YLT: “`And then they shall see the Son of Man coming in clouds with much power and glory,”

Literal Meaning: “then”, it refers to the time “after that tribulation” (v.24).

    “They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and Great glory.” “The Son of Man” is the title for the Lord when He became flesh and suffered pain. When the Lord comes, He will show the two conditions of “power” and “Great glory”, because the Lord the Lord shall consume the antichrist with the spirit of his mouth (power), and shall destroy it with the brightness (Great glory) of his coming (see 2Thess. 2:8). 

  “Coming on the clouds of heaven” At that time, He will not be hidden in the clouds of air, but will come on the clouds of heaven.

Mark. 13:27 “And then He will send His angels, and gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven. ”

YLT: “and then he shall send his messengers, and gather together his chosen from the four winds, from the end of the earth unto the end of heaven.”

Literal Meaning: “His elect” refers to the gentile (countries all over the world) Jews (see Is. 45:4; 65:9; 49:22; Deut. 7:6). 

  The Lord comes with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God (see 1Thess. 4:16) and He will gather those who are of Him on earth together before Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The moment the glorious Christ manifests, He will draw all the nations unto Him. The best way of preaching the glad tidings is to manifest Christ before men. 

2) Only those who are of Christ can belong to Him. Today how much of our being and deeds are of Him and will belong to Him in the eternal age?

Mark. 13:28 “"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender, and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near.”

YLT: “`And from the fig-tree learn ye the simile: when the branch may already become tender, and may put forth the leaves, ye know that nigh is the summer;”

Literal Meaning: “when its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves”, it refers to the time when the tree flourishes, showing that it has already been spring and therefore summer is not far away. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the fig tree” typifies the kingdom of Israel. It was cursed because it did not bear fruits (see Matt. 21:19) and therefore its withering typifies the fall of Israel. Today its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, indicating the restoration of Israel. 

  “Summer” is in contrast with winter and winter symbolizes the time of the Tribulation (see v.18-19). Summer symbolizes the age of the restoration in the kingdom (see Luke. 21:30-31) and this age will start from the Lord’s second coming.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Learn this parable from the fig tree.” ---- Christ is the one who fills all in all (see Eph. 1:23). All things all manifest Christ and therefore we should learn to know Christ from all things. 

2) Christ reigns in life (see Rom. 5:17) and His kingdom must be full of abundant life. The more abundant life believers have (see John. 10:10), the more part will they have in the kingdom of God.

Mark. 13:29 “So you also, when you see these things happening, know that it is near--at the doors!”

YLT: “so ye, also, when these ye may see coming to pass, ye know that it is nigh, at the doors.”

Literal Meaning: “when you see all these things”, “all these things” indicate the Lord’s prophecies that had been fulfilled in the past two thousand years. 

    “Know that it is near”, “it” refers to summer, i.e. the kingdom. 

Spiritual Meaning: the Lord’s words remind us that as long as we see that the kingdom of Israel has restored, we should know that the Lord’s second coming and the realization of the kingdom are near.

Mark. 13:30 “Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place.”

YLT: “Verily I say to you, that this generation may not pass away till all these things may come to pass;”

Literal Meaning: “this generation will by no means pass away,” “this generation” means “many generations” in the original. Generation in the Bible usually does not mean men’s physical years in the world, but men’s moral state before God (see Deut. 32:5, Matt. 11:16; 12:39, 41, 42, 45; 23:36). In other words, the situation of evil, adultery and wickedness in the world determines the length of the generation. Therefore “this generation” shall be the whole age until the Lord’s second coming. 

  “All these tings take place.” ---- “All these things” include all the things before the Lord comes back. 

  What the Lord has said must be fulfilled. The Restoration of Israel was fulfilled in A.D. 1948. Therefore we can hear indistinctly the steps of His second coming. Saints should never ignore the Lord’s words. 

Mark. 13:31 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”

YLT: “the heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”

Literal Meaning: “heaven and earth will pass away”, the singular form of the word “heaven” shows that it is the heaven in contrast with the earth. One day, the old heaven and earth will perish (see 2Pet. 3:10; Heb. 1:11-12). 

  “My words will by no means pass away.” ---- The Lord’s word is settled in the heaven (Ps. 119:89) and must be fulfilled.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord’s words are more stable and permanent than the heaven and the earth. However, men often make a fetish of the permanent heaven and earth, but have doubt in the Lord’s words.

Mark. 13:32 “"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. ”

YLT: “`And concerning that day and the hour no one hath known -- not even the messengers who are in the heaven, not even the Son -- except the Father.”

Literal Meaning: “that day and hour” indicates the Lord’s second coming and the Day of Judgment at the last day. 

“No one knows”, if someone declares that he knows the day and the exact time when the Lord comes, we could judge that he must be the false prophet according to words here. 

  “Neither the son”, it shows that He stands on the position of humbling Himself and obeying God the Father (see John. 10:30; 14:28), He is willing to let the day be unknown to Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though all sorts of signs show that the end of this generation is near and the Lord is coming again, no one knows the day and hour of the Lord’s coming, but God the Father. 

2) Calculating the day and hour is not pious and is destined to fail. 

3) The Lord, standing on the position of the Son of Man, is willing to not know something. Sometimes, we should not manage with an effort to know the things that God does not let us know (for example: the day of the Lord’s coming, the meaning of the seven thunders in Revelation 10:4 and etc.), lest we fall into the trap of Satan and think that we shall be as God, knowing good and evil (Gen. 3:5) and eat “the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”.

Mark. 13:33 “Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is.”

YLT: “Take heed, watch and pray, for ye have not known when the time is;”

Meaning of Words: “watch”: be alert, be sleepless, keep awake; 

Literal Meaning: “take heed, watch and pray”, there are four times mentioning the word “watch” (v.34, 35, 37). “Watch” means “keeping awake and being on the alert continually”. “Watch and pray”, it means on one hand keeping in the state of guard and praying in order to keep watching.

  “For you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.” ---- If we know what hour the Lord is coming, we do not need to watch everyday and only need to watch at the last day. However, since we do not know what hour the Lord is coming, we have to watch everyday.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) As to the Lord’s second coming, it is better for us to pay attention to our real spiritual condition inside than to spare much time to research the problems such as time, signs and prophecies and etc. It makes no difference to those whose spiritual conditions are normal, no matter when the Lord comes again. Moreover, they have early tasted the real meaning of the Lord’s second coming in spiritual reality.

2) The most important thing of welcoming the kingdom is “watching”. All those who do not care about the Lord’s second coming are not watchful enough.

3) Jessie Penn-Lewis said, “Christians should watch from the first day of their Christian life”. We should be watchful of the enemy, the world and ourselves.

4) Believers should not be careless (watch), but live and work with the attitude of waiting for the Lord everyday and all our walking and thoughts should also be prepared to see the Lord and please Him.

5) Satan always weakens the need of prayer, or robs the desire and burden of prayer and making our prayers remain of form. Therefore, we should watch and pray.

6) Dr. Miguel said, “a watchful state in one’s spirit guarantees right prayers, and lifeless and depressed thought may hold back the effect of prayers”.

Mark. 13:34 “It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.”

YLT: “as a man who is gone abroad, having left his house, and given to his servants the authority, and to each one his work, did command also the porter that he may watch;”

Spiritual Meaning: “a man” refers to the owner of a family, who typifies the Lord Jesus; “his house” typifies the earth, the church on the earth; “a far country” typifies the heaven; “servants” typifies are believers; and “doorkeeper” refers to the watchman in the church.

  After the Lord’s crucifixion, resurrection and ascension, He was no longer with believers in the physical body, but gave us the Holy Spirit and the spiritual authority so that we could serve Him on the earth and had our own duty of service. What is the most important is to watch and wait for the Lord’s second coming. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) All the believers on the earth are the Lord’s “servants” and have “their own work that they should do”. Serving the Lord is our “regular occupation”, and the occupation in the world is only the “side occupation” that makes us live.

2) We should be “watchful” to guard the door of our spirit ---- on one hand, we shall guard against the attacks of Satan and the temptations of the world and sins, and on the other hand prepare ourselves to meet the Lord’s second coming.

Mark. 13:35 “Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming--in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning--”

YLT: “watch ye, therefore, for ye have not known when the lord of the house doth come, at even, or at midnight, or at cock-crowing, or at the morning;”

The Background: according to Roman timing method, there are four hours at night: (a) the first hour starts from six o’clock to nine o’clock in the evening; (b) the second hour is from nine o’clock to the midnight in the evening; (c) the third hour begins from the midnight to three o’clock early in the morning; (d) the fourth hour starts from three o’clock early in the morning to six o’clock. 

Literal Meaning: “in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning”, they are the four hours according to Roman timing method. “In the evening” refers to the first hour; “at midnight” indicates the second hour; “at the crowing of the rooster” speaks of the third hour; “in the morning” was the fourth hour. 

Spiritual Meaning: “you do not know when the master of the house is coming”, “master” refers to the Lord Jesus; “when…is coming” refers to the day of the Lord’s second coming. No one knows the day when the Lord comes again (v.32). 

Enlightenment in the Word: the night is far spent, and the day is near (Rom. 13:12), and the Lord is near (Phil. 4:5). Therefore, it is already time that we should be aroused out of sleep (Rom. 13:11) ---- “watch”!
Mark. 13:36 “lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.”

YLT: “lest, having come suddenly, he may find you sleeping;”

Literal Meaning: “he find you sleeping”, it means that he does not see us watching.

Mark. 13:37 “And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!" ”

YLT: “and what I say to you, I say to all, Watch.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) All the words of God in the Scriptures are all spoken to every believer of us.

2) May the Lord give us spiritual ear that can hear His words (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【Signs Before the Holy Temple Was Destroyed】

A. There will be men deceiving the elect by assuming the name of Christ (v.5-6).

B. There will be wars and rumors of wars (v.7-8a).

C. There will be earthquakes and famines (v.8b).

【The Dangers of Preaching the Glad Tidings for Saints and the Resolutions】

A. Dangers:

1. Be given to councils and be beaten in the synagogues (v.9b) ---- be persecuted by the nominal groups in Christianity or by te nominal Christians in the church;

2. Be brought before rulers and kings for a testimony to them (v.9c, 11a) ---- be persecuted and judged by the political power in the world;

3. Be betrayed by brothers, parents and daughters (v.12) ---- be hated by family members in the flesh;

4. Be hated by all the people (v.13a) ---- be hated and despised by men in the world; 

B. The Resolutions:

1. Watch (v.9a);

2. And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations (v.10).

3. One shall not deal with it by himself, but obey the Holy Spirit (v.11b). 

4. But he who endures to the end shall be saved (v.13b).

【The Prophecies Concerning the Tribulation in Last Days and the Admonishments】

A. Prophecies:

1. There will be the “abomination of desolation” standing on the holy land (v.14a).

2. The tribulation is so severe that there is no one that can be equaled before or after (v.19).

3. God had shortened those days (v.20).

4. There will be false christs and false prophets deceiving the elect (v.21-22).

B. Admonishments:

1. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains (v.14b). 

2. Let him who is on the housetop not go down into the house, nor enter to take anything out of his house (v.15).

3. And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes (v.16). 

4. But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days (v.17)! 

5. And pray that your flight may not be in winter (v.18).

6. Neither believe false christs nor false prophets, but watch (v.21-23). 

【Prophecies Concerning the Lord’s Second Coming and the Admonishments】

A. Prophecies:

1. The Lord comes after the tribulations (v.24a).

2. There will be great changes in the heaven when the Lord comes again (v.24b-25).

3. The Lord will come in the clouds from the heaven (v.26).

4. He will gather together His elect from the four winds (v.27).

B. Admonishments:

1. When its branch has already become tender, and puts forth leaves (the restoration of the Israel), you know that the day is near (v.28-29).

2. The prophetic words of the Lord must be fulfilled (v.30-31).

3. Of that day and hour no one knows (v.32) ---- do not believe men’s words.

4. Take heed, watch and pray (v.33-37).

Mark Chapter Fourteen
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Bondman the Savior Was Rejected】
BE. The scheme to kill Him (v.1-2);

BF. He was anointed beforehand for burial (v.3-9);

BG. Judas sold the Lord (v.10-11).

BH. The Feast of the Passover ---- the sign of being rejected (v.12-25);

BI. He prophesied that the disciples would be scattered and deny Him (v.27-31).

BJ. He was suffered in the garden of Gethsemane (v.32-42).

BK. He was caught (v.43-52).

BL. He was judged by the council (v.53-65).

BM. He was denied by Peter thrice (v.66-72).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 14:1 “After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take Him by trickery and put Him to death. ”

YLT: “And the passover and the unleavened food were after two days, and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how, by guile, having taken hold of him, they might kill him;”

The Background: “the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread”, one of the three great feasts of the Jews every year, was purposed to remember that God delivered their patriarchs out of Egypt. It was held in the first month on the fourteenth day in the evening according to the Jewish calendar. And they would eat unleavened bread among the subsequent seven days, namely, the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Ex. 12:18-19).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The chief priests and the elders of the people were actually utilized by Satan that they wanted to kill the Lord Jesus. Satan utilized not only sinners in the world but also clergymen. It shows that the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one (1John. 5:19).

2) If there was not the participation of men, the type of the lamb of the Passover still could not be fulfilled in the Lord. Those who rejected the Lord were actually used by God to help Him to accomplish His plan.

Mark. 14:2 “But they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people." ”

YLT: “and they said, `Not in the feast, lest there shall be a tumult of the people.'”

Literal Meaning: “during the feast”, it started from the supper of the Passover and included the whole following seven days of the feast of the unleavened bread.

    “Lest there be an uproar of the people”, during the period of the Passover every year, thousands upon thousands Jews in all parts went to Jerusalem to have the feast. Then, the population might suddenly multiply, making it difficult to keep the order. Their words also revealed that they admitted the Lord Jesus was fully endorsed by the people. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though men schemed not to kill the Lord on the Passover, later their plan were failed (see John. 19:14-16). God’s words must be fulfilled. 

2) The Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (see John. 1:29) and was killed on the Passover. 

3) All men’s schemes outside the will of God will be falsehood (see Ps. 119:118).

Mark. 14:3 “And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on His head. ”

YLT: “And he, being in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, at his reclining (at meat), there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment, of spikenard, very precious, and having broken the alabaster box, did pour on his head;”

The Background: anointment of oil was a social etiquette to show welcome and respect at that time. The oil was often anointed on the head and feet (see John. 12:3; Luke. 7:38, 46).

Literal Meaning: “sat at the table”, it referred to a reclining gesture at the table ---- it was the habitual gesture when the Jews had feast. 

“A woman”, she was Mary (see John 12:3).

“Very costly oil of spikenard”, it was a kind of expensive ointment of spikenard made from the oil that was refined from the root and stem of a certain plant named nard from India.

“Broke the flask”, the flask with a narrow bottleneck is sealed closely. The bottleneck should be broken so that the oil of spikenard can be flown out. Once the flask is broken, it can never keep the oil of spikenard.

Spiritual Meaning: “Bethany” typifies the church; “leprosy” typifies sin; “the leper” typifies the sinner. We believers were all sinners who have received the grace of the Lord.

   “An alabaster flask” symbolizes “the outward man” of a believer; “oil of spikenard” symbolizes “the inner man” of a believer and the virtue manifested from the inner heart. 

  Mary represents all those who love the Lord. Having seen Christ who has been crucified for us, they are deeply moved and devote themselves to the Lord and pour all their heart to the Lord.

  This verse also expresses the real meaning of devotion:

1. “Very costly oil of spikenard”, all that are devoted should be most precious.

2. “Broke the flask”, there is nothing remaining for oneself.

3. “And poured it on His head”, all that of us are devoted to the Lord completely.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Believers in the church, who were sinners in the past, have now been washed by the precious blood. Therefore, the Lord delights in living with them and sitting at the table with them.

2) All those who have really known that they are sinners and have been favored by the Lord will always be grateful to the Lord, love Him, open his house to receive Him and devote their possessions to the Lord.

3) Mary not only devoted the very costly oil of spikenard to the Lord, but also used a precious flask holding the oil of spikenard. All that devoted to the Lord should be the most precious.

4) The alabaster flask must be broken and then the fragrant oil can be poured out (see Mark. 14:3). If the outward men were delivered unto death, the inward treasure will be manifested (see 2Cor. 4:7-16).

5) Once the oil of spikenard was poured out, the whole house would be filled with sweet savor. All that we have devoted to the Lord for the sake of loving the Lord will be a fragrant testimony to men around us.

6) Once the flask was broken, it could not be used for other purposes. Once we have been devoted to the Lord, we will have no other purpose in our life but live for the Lord (Rom. 14:8).

7) Here it only mentioned “a woman” without telling her name, which teaches us that what this woman does can also be done by common believers. The problem lies in that whether we know the preciousness of the Lord like her.

8) Many people desire the salvation of the Lord, but not the Lord Himself. Many people value the Lord’s blessings but not value the Lord Himself. What do we really desire? All that beside the Lord? Or the Lord Himself? 

Mark. 14:4 “But there were some who were indignant among themselves, and said, "Why was this fragrant oil wasted?”

YLT: “and there were certain much displeased within themselves, and saying, `For what hath this waste of the ointment been made?”

Meaning of Words: “waste”: ruin, loss, destruction, perdition; 
Literal Meaning: “but there were some who were indignant among themselves”, “some” refers to the disciples (see Matt. 26:8), including Judas who sold the Lord (see John 12:4-5).

Enlightenment in the Word:   
1) To those who believe, the Lord is precious (1Pet. 2:7). The degree of our devotion to the Lord shows the Lord’s valuein the sight of us.

2) All those who do not regard the Lord precious will think the actions of loving the Lord and giving up something to the Lord are too far and what is given to the Lord is “wasted”.

3) Comments from others show their conditions in loving the Lord. Our devotion to the Lord is purposed to pleasing the Lord, not satisfy men (Gal. 1:10).

4) There is no limitation of loving and serving the Lord. All that are used for the sake of the Lord cannot be “wasted”.

5) In the matters of loving and serving the Lord, we shall give ample space and liberty for others. We should neither judge others nor interfere with others. 

Mark. 14:5 “For it might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor." And they criticized her sharply. ”

YLT: “for this could have been sold for more than three hundred denaries, and given to the poor;' and they were murmuring at her.”

Literal Meaning: “three hundred denarii”, it amounted to the salary of a whole year for a common worker at that time (see Matt 20:2).

  “And given to the poor”, such good things had to be done by all those who came to have feast in Jerusalem (see 13:29), and by the true believers (see Gal 2:10).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The oil of spikenard poured on the head of the Lord was “wasted”, but was not wasted in the poor. The Lord was even not as important as the poor in many believers’ heart. 

2) If man does not love Christ, he will devote the works done for the Lord in place of his love that should be given to the Lord. How easily that some “good” and “spiritual” excuses may move the Lord’s status which He should have in believers!

3) Today in the church, there is a group of men who, like Mary, give all to Christ and hold that Christ is worthy of everything. However, there is also another group of men who take “pragmatism” into consideration and hold that they should pay attention to economic benefits in everything, and otherwise it is a “waste” or ruin.

4) There are not many ones drawn near by the love of the Lord among believers. Most of them, standing in the position of reasons, do not quite approve the works of others who walk in love.

5) Many times, love may be interrupted by reasons. Once a man takes economic factors into consideration, the will of the Lord will be eclipsed behind.

6) He who has really been touched by the Lord’s love does not care for his personal gain or loss, success or failure, but the delight of the Lord only. Therefore, they are willing to do things that are unprofitable in men’s perspectives.

7) If we see from the perspective of love, there will be nothing done for the Lord is unworthy, and no money spent for the Lord is in vain.

8) Today there are so many works done for the need of work (“being given to the poor”), not for the delight of the Lord Himself (“anointing Him”). Obviously, many works in the church seem to be done for the Lord, but actually they are for the need of the environment.

9) The disciples were indignant (v.4) at first, but now turned to “criticize her sharply”. In the church, it is often seen that men criticize others for loving the Lord too much.

Mark. 14:6 “But Jesus said, "Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me.”

YLT: “And Jesus said, `Let her alone; why are ye giving her trouble? a good work she wrought on me;”

Meaning of Words: “trouble”: toil, trouble; 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) If we can love the Lord as Mary, it is the best. If we cannot, we shall either hold back others from loving the Lord (“let her alone”), nor “trouble” them.

2) How different the Lord’s view is from ours ---- men say that it is “wasted”, but the Lord says that, “it is a good work”. 

3) We need not care about others’ views too much concerning our services. What is really important is our evaluation of the Lord ---- is He worthy of our service like this? 

4) Though we may be misunderstood by others for what we have done for the sake of loving the Lord, the Lord can know our heart and He Himself will clear up everything for us. 

5) No matter what have others said, as long as the Lord says that, “it is a good work”, we shall be joyful no matter how we are “troubled”.

Mark. 14:7 “For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always.”

YLT: “for the poor always ye have with you, and whenever ye may will ye are able to do them good, but me ye have not always;”

Literal Meaning: “For you have the poor with you always”, it does not mean the Lord does not care for the poor. Actually He is usually concerned about the need of the poor (see Matt. 6:2-4; Luke 4:18; 6:20; 14:13, 21; 18:22; John 13:29).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord does not oppose our doing good or relieving the poor, but opposes to regarding what has been done on Him as “being wasted”.

2) Those who are of the Lord usually make a mistake, i.e. they may be busy with working for “the poor” (e.g. the objects of the glad tidings, brothers who have stumbled, ministrations of the social welfare, and ministrations in the church etc.), but ignore the Lord Himself.

3) Believers shall learn to distinguish between what “have with us always” and what “have not with us always”. Otherwise, we may lose the opportunity we do not always have for the sake of those frequent opportunities.

4) We shall let the Lord have the first place in all things (Col 1:18).

Mark. 14:8 “She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. ”

YLT: “what she could she did, she anticipated to anoint my body for the embalming.”

The Background: according to the funeral ceremony of the Jews in the old times, they anointed the body of the dead and bound it up in linen clothes with the spices (see Mark. 16:1; John. 19:40).


Literal Meaning: Mary was bound to know that He was about to be crucified (see Matt. 26:2) from His words and know that the days were not long. Therefore she seized a chance to show her grateful thanks to His death while He was alive. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Mary poured all her good things on the Lord because she had received the revelation. We must obtain revelation first and then we can love Him with good love. 

2) Mary Bethany seized a chance to anoint the Lord before His death. Mary Magdalene wanted to anoint the Lord after His death, however, she did not have the chance to do so (see 16:1-6). We should seize chances to love and serve the Lord.

3) Mary did what she could do when the Lord had not been dead. Let us do what we can before the Lord’s second coming.

4) The Lord asks us to do what we can. He neither asks us to do what we cannot nor preserve what we have had, but asks us to do what we can. 

Mark. 14:9 “Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her." ”

YLT: “Verily I say to you, wherever this good news may be proclaimed in the whole world, what also this woman did shall be spoken of -- for a memorial of her.'”

Literal Meaning: “wherever this gospel is preached”, it means that the good news that the Lord Jesus has saved sinners in the world ---- how the Lord Jesus loved sinners and even poured out His life.

“What this woman has done will also be told”, it means that the good example of Mary who loved the Lord ---- how she was touched by the love of the Lord and then she loved the Lord and even poured her life on the Lord. 

It means that wherever the gospel is preached by us, there must be someone who is touched by the Lord’s love and thus reacts to the Lord’s love and love Him at any cost.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) For the love of Christ constrained us; because we thus judge, that He died for all, that we who should not henceforth live unto ourselves, but unto Him which died for us and rose again (see 2Cor. 5:14-15).

2) To preach the gospel is to make men believe in the Lord Jesus --- it is for men’s gain. Telling what this woman has done is for the Lord’s gain. Salvation is not only for men but also for Christ. 

3) Salvation must bring in dedication. The salvation is not complete, if it has not brought in dedication. 

4) The gospel is that the Lord becomes men’s satisfaction and rest. To anoint the Lord is that men become the Lord’s satisfaction and rest. We need the Lord and vice versa.

5) The fruit of preaching the gospel is not only letting sinners come to the heaven, but also making those who have received the grace become men who love Christ.

Mark. 14:10 “Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Him to them. ”

YLT: “And Judas the Iscariot, one of the twelve, went away unto the chief priests that he might deliver him up to them,”

Literal Meaning: “went to the chief priests to betray Him to them”, the scriptures mentioned what Mary and Judas had done respectively (v.3-11), showing that they were in great contrast to each other ---- one loved Him, and the other betrayed Him

Mark. 14:11 “And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him money. So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him. ”

YLT: “and having heard, they were glad, and promised to give him money, and he was seeking how, conveniently, he might deliver him up.”

Literal Meaning: “when they heard it, they were glad”,

  “And promised to give him money”, it was “thirty pieces of silver” that was clearly recorded in other place of the Scriptures (see Matt. 26:15). Every piece of silver weighed one shekel and the whole was thirty shekels which was equal to the evaluation of a slave (see Exod. 21:32).

  “So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him.” ---- It showed that he sought an occasion that the people were absent to inform them to catch Jesus, lest there be uproar of the people.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Mary did not stint herself in the fragrant oil costing thirty denarii because she loved the Lord. Judas sold the Lord for thirty pieces of sliver because he loved money. Whether one has acted as Mary or Judas depends on whether he “loves the Lord” or “the Lord” (see John. 12:4-6).

2) In the eyes of Judas and the chief priests, the Lord Jesus was like a slave who was worthy of only thirty pieces of silver. If our evaluation of the Lord is the same with them and we regard the Lord as usual, we may sell Him in some circumstances (for example: someone denies the Lord in order to save his own life and someone sells truth and witness for status, fame and gain and etc).

3) Apparently, Judas sold the Lord out for thirty pieces of silver, but actually, he sold out his own soul for thirty piece of silver (see Matt. 27:3-5; Acts. 1:18). 

4) Judas sold himself out to the devil for the sake of thirty pieces of silver. Mary dedicated herself to the Lord in the fragrant oil which was worthy of thirty denarii. 

5) Judas made merchandise of Christ. He who supposes that gain is godliness (1Tim. 6:5) and barters Christ’s grace for his own gain has fallen in the principle of Judas.

6) Mary “seized the opportunity” and devoted herself to the Lord. Judas “sought how he might conveniently betray Him” (find the opporitunity) and schemed to deliver the Lord to the power of darkness.

7) “To seize the opportunity” is “to cherish the time” (see the original of Eph. 5:16). However, “finding the opportunity” means wasting the time. 

Mark. 14:12 “Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb, His disciples said to Him, "Where do You want us to go and prepare, that You may eat the Passover?" ”

YLT: “And the first day of the unleavened food, when they were killing the passover, his disciples say to him, `Where wilt thou, having gone, we may prepare, that thou mayest eat the passover?'”

The Background: there were seven days in the Feast of the Unleavened Bread starting from the sunset of the fourteenth day of the first month according to the Jewish calendar (the month Nisan) to the sunset of the twenty-first day. “The first day of the Feast of the Unleavened Bread” referred to the time from six o’clock in the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month (Thursday) to six o’clock in the next evening, i.e. the Passover (see Ex. 12:15-20). According to the informal way of counting among the Jews, the fourteenth day of the first month was also counted into the Feast of the Unleavened Bread. Therefore, the whole feast turned to eight days and the day of the fourteenth day of the first month became the “first day of the Feast of the Unleavened Bread”.

    “The Feast of the Passover”, the Jews started to kill the lamb of the Passover in the afternoon of the fourteenth day of the first month, and each family ate the Feast of the Passover together at nightfall.  


Spiritual Meaning: “the Unleavened Bread” typifies that Christ is the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth and He makes those who believe in Him be a new lump and live a holy life (see 1Cor. 5:7-8). “The Feast of the Unleavened Bread” typifies that Christ is our enjoyment of life giving us strength to walk in the heavenly way (see Ex. 12:8-11). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) On one hand, we must cleanse ourselves (“the first day of the Unleavened Bread”) and then we are able to come to the Lord (see Heb. 12:14) and enjoy Him as the provision of our life. 

2) On the other hand, we must enjoy the Lord as the provision of our life (“where…to eat the Passover”) in order to live a holy life before God (“the Unleavened Bread” extends for seven days).

Mark. 14:13 “And He sent out two of His disciples and said to them, "Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water; follow him. ”

YLT: “And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith to them, `Go ye away to the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water, follow him;”

Literal Meaning: “He sent out two of His disciples”, they were Peter and John (see Luke 22:8).

  “A man will meet you carrying a pitcher of water”. ---- According to the Jewish custom, only women could carry the pitcher of water. Therefore, if it was a man who carried the pitcher of water, it would be easy to distinguish.

Mark. 14:14 “Wherever he goes in, say to the master of the house, "The Teacher says, "Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?"' ”

YLT: “and wherever he may go in, say ye to the master of the house -- The Teacher saith, Where is the guest-chamber, where the passover, with my disciples, I may eat?”

Literal Meaning: “the master of the house”, according to the research of Bible scholars, “the master of the house” might be the father or mother of the author of this book. However, the Bible did not directly show us who it was, indicating that we had to know that everything was arranged by God and God Himself had prepared the feast of the Passover. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord, the lord of all, can dominate everything to work for Him (see 11:2-6; Matt. 17:27).

2) The Lord had prepared for Himself many people who loved and served Him (see Rom. 11:4) in secret, so we should not see the outward appearance of things but trust the Lord absolutely ---- He Himself must have prepared everything.

3) The master of the house prepared “the Feast of the Passover” for the Lord. Today, the leading brothers also prepare the “feast of the Lord” for the Lord. The owner of the feast is the Lord Jesus, so we have no right to refuse to allow those who have believed the Lord to be assembled to break bread. 

Mark. 14:15 “Then he will show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready for us." ”

YLT: “and he will shew you a large upper room, furnished, prepared -- there make ready for us.'”

Literal Meaning: “show you a large upper room”, it might be the upper chamber where the disciples, about a hundred and twenty, were gathered to pray before the day of Pentecost (see Luke 22:12; Acts. 1:13-15). It was called “the house of Mark” afterwards. 

Mark. 14:16 “So His disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it just as He had said to them; and they prepared the Passover.”

YLT: “And his disciples went forth, and came to the city, and found as he said to them, and they made ready the passover.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Found it just as He had said to them”, the Lord’s word is faithful and is not Yes and No (see 2Cor. 1:19-20).

2) As long as we obey the Lord’s “commandments”, we can enjoy Him as “the Feast of the Passover” ---- the spiritual provision of life. 

Mark. 14:17 “In the evening He came with the twelve.”

YLT: “And evening having come, he cometh with the twelve,”

Mark. 14:18 “Now as they sat and ate, Jesus said, "Assuredly, I say to you, one of you who eats with Me will betray Me."”

YLT: “and as they are reclining, and eating, Jesus said, `Verily I say to you -- one of you, who is eating with me -- shall deliver me up.'”

Literal Meaning: “one of you who eats with Me will betray Me”, the purpose of the Lord’s word was to expect that Judas could pull back before it was too late and He did not want to see him perish. Actually, the council could also arrest Jesus without the help of Judas and they merely wanted to find an “opportunity” when the multitudes were absent.

Spiritual Meaning: the Lord “sat down” with the disciples, symbolizing that the Lord had fellowship with the disciples and shared Himself with them (see 1Cor. 10:16-22).

Mark. 14:19 “And they began to be sorrowful, and to say to Him one by one, "Is it I?" And another said, "Is it I?"”

YLT: “And they began to be sorrowful, and to say to him, one by one, `Is it I?' and another, `Is it I?'”

Enlightenment in the Word: to sell out the Lord ---- to suppose gain is godliness ---- makes those who are of the Lord sorrowful most.
Mark. 14:20 “He answered and said to them, "It is one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish.”

YLT: “And he answering said to them, `One of the twelve who is dipping with me in the dish;”

The Background: “who dips with Me in the dish”, in the Feast of the Passover, every one of the Jews was gathered to enjoyed the food such as mutton, bread, bitter herbs and etc. During the dinner, there was a plate of sauce which was boiled by fruits, vinegar and etc. Everyone took a small piece of bread (or meat sandwich) and dipped into the sauce in the plate. 

  According to customs at that time, when someone had dinner with others, it indicated that he was stating, “you are my friend and I will never do anything that hurts you.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord knew obviously that Judas was about to betray Him. But He still “dipped His hand with him”, showing that how tolerant and merciful He was. 

2) Today in the church, those with whom we have the closest fellowship may become drastic opponents.

Mark. 14:21 “The Son of Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born."”

YLT: “the Son of Man doth indeed go, as it hath been written concerning him, but wo to that man through whom the Son of Man is delivered up; good were it to him if that man had not been born.'”

Literal Meaning: “just as it is written of Him”, possibly, prophecies in the book of Psalm chapter 22 and the book of Isaiah chapter 53 might rise in the mind of the Lord Jesus at that time. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God can use positive man to fulfill His will and He can also use negative man (Judas) to facilitate His will. However, we would rather be “vessels” made by firewood than the firewood which were used to make vessels. 

2) What the Lord is concerned about is not His own safety but the soul of the one who betrayed Him.

3) The significance of men’s life lies in Christ. If we do not love Christ only, or even betray Christ for the sake of gain ---- no matter it is worldly or earthly, or spiritual or heavenly. How meaningless such life is and how miserable and vain the end is! It will “have been good for that man if he has never been born”.

Mark. 14:22 “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and said, "Take, eat; this is My body." ”

YLT: “And as they are eating, Jesus having taken bread, having blessed, brake, and gave to them, and said, `Take, eat; this is my body.'”

The Background: in the Feast of the Passover, it was customary the householder that broke the bread. When breaking the bread, the householder took the bread in his hand and said, “This is the bread of affliction that our ancestors had eaten in Egypt” ---- “the bread in the hand” represented “the bread of that day”.

Literal Meaning: “this is My body.” ---- Here “is” refers to “represents” or “means”. 


Spiritual Meaning: “bread” symbolizes the body of the Lord Jesus; “broke it” means that His body was broken for us on the cross; “eat” refers to sharing the being of Christ. 

  According to records in other Scriptures, at this time, Judas who had betrayed the Lord had gone out and was not present (see John. 13:26-30). From that time, the Lord set His desk (the New Testament) to replace the Feast of the Passover (the Old Testament), directly indicating that He is the true Passover of us (see 1Cor. 5:7). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Christ was “broken” for us and delivered His holy life to us so that we are able to share His life (“Take, eat.”) by this, thus becoming a mysterious body (see 1Cor. 12:17, 27).

2) The Lord gives Himself to us and what do we give to Him? 

3) Since it is the communion of the blood of Christ and the body of Christ (see 1Cor. 10:16-17), we should be bound up with each other and take care of each other (see 1Cor. 12:12-27).

Mark. 14:23 “Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they all drank from it. ”

YLT: “And having taken the cup, having given thanks, he gave to them, and they drank of it -- all;”

The Background: according to the Jewish customs of eating the supper of the Passover, they ate bitter herbs before the unleavened bread and also passed the cup to each other to drink the wine and this cup symbolized “the cup of pain”. When they ate the unleavened bread and mutton, they passed the cup to each other again and this cup symbolized “the cup of blessing”. 


Spiritual Meaning: “cup” symbolizes the “portion” that we deserve before God. In Adam, what a sinner deserves is “the cup of God’s wrath” (see Rev. 14:10). However, the Lord Jesus had drunk that cup on the cross for us (see John. 18:11). Therefore the nature of the cup had changed from “the cup of pain” to “the cup of blessing” (see 1Cor. 10:16; Ps. 23:5). The blood of the Lord shed on the cross made the sins of those who believe in Him be remitted. All blessing of God and even Himself become the portion of our cup therefrom (see Ps. 16:5). Therefore it is called “the cup of salvation” (see Ps. 116:13).

  Believers share the cup of salvation, showing that it is the communion of the blood of Christ (see 1Cor. 10:16), i.e. partaking in the fellowship of the blood of Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “The curse endured He, the blessing enjoy we.” He bore the punishment of sins for us and made us enjoy the good blessing. 

2) “He took the cup and gave thanks.” The Lord received the cross with thanksgiving, which was different from our usual complaints in similar situations.

Mark. 14:24 “And He said to them, "This is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many.”

YLT: “and he said to them, `This is my blood of the new covenant, which for many is being poured out;”

Literal Meaning: “this is My blood of the new covenant.” “Covenant” refers to contract or will. 

“Which is shed for many”, “many” referred to “all men” according to the Jewish common usage (see Matt. 20:28; Is. 53:12).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The body of the Lord which is broken for us and His blood shed for us become the proof of the new covenant ---- the crucified Christ is the foundation of all blessing of the New Testament. 

2) Believers break the bread and drink the cup to announce the death of the Lord. We do so in remembrance of Him (see 1Cor. 11:24-26).

Mark. 14:25 “Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God." ”

YLT: “verily I say to you, that no more may I drink of the produce of the vine till that day when I may drink it new in the reign of God.'”

Literal Meaning: “I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on.” ---- “The fruit of the vine” includes the juice of grape, grape wine and etc. 

“That day when I drink it new with you”, it refers to the day when overcomers sit with the Lord in the kingdom of a thousand years (see Matt. 25:10).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Though the Lord no longer drinks with us in the flesh, He will share the unlimited and abundant blessings with us in the eternal age. Therefore we break the bread, drink the cup today, and they are only a foretaste of “the day when we drink it new”. The blessing (cup) we enjoy will never cease in the eternal age. 

2) The hope of our breaking the bread and drinking the cup is to drink new with the Lord in the kingdom of God the Father. The way for believers to enter into the kingdom and enjoy the blessings forever is to have habitual fellowship with Christ’s death on the cross today ---- through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22).

Mark. 14:26 “And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”

YLT: “And having sung an hymn, they went forth to the mount of the Olives,”

The Background: “they had sung a hymn”, the Jews sang the psalm of “Hallel” during the dinner of the Passover. The psalm included the Ps. 104 to Ps. 105, Ps. 113 to Ps. 118. In the dinner, they sang the first part of Hallel, i.e. from Ps. 104 to Ps. 105, from Ps. 113 to Ps. 114. After dinner, they sang the second part of Hallel, i.e. from Ps. 115 to Ps. 118. 


Enlightenment in the Word: every time after we have broken the bread, the Lord Himself will lead us to sing songs to praise (see Heb. 2:12) and worship God the Father.
Mark. 14:27 “Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is written: "I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep will be scattered.' ”

YLT: “and Jesus saith to them -- `All ye shall be stumbled at me this night, because it hath been written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered abroad,”

Literal Meaning: “be made to stumble”, it indicated that the disciples forsook Him and fled (see v.50) and Peter denied the Lord (see v.66-72).

 “I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” ---- This sentence is quoted from the prophecy in the Book of Zechariah (13:7). The flock shall follow the shepherd. Now the shepherd is gone and the sheep of the flock will flee because they do not know the voice of strangers (see John. 10:4-5).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The reason why many believers have stumbled is that the Lord, seeming to be a common person, has not shown miraculous works before them to deliver them from danger. However, the Lord’s “doing nothing” must have His goodwill. 

2) “I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.” If Christ is struck, the church must be scattered. If we want to keep the true oneness of the church, we have to exalt Christ and let Him receive the position that He deserves.

3) The Lord is the element of the oneness of believers. If someone in the church holds high men and makes the position of the Lord suffer loss, it will lead to division.

4) Our Lord had been struck that day, now He has ascended into the heaven as the “the great shepherd of the sheep” (see Heb. 13:20) and will never be struck. Therefore, we shall be protected by this great shepherd for ever and never be scattered. 

Mark. 14:28 “"But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee." ”

YLT: “but after my having risen I will go before you to Galilee.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord reveals not only His death but also His resurrection. We should know both Christ’s death for the remission of sins as well as the risen life of Christ’s resurrection. 

2) The promise of the Lord’s resurrection brings us unlimited encouragement and death will be swallowed up in victory (see 1Cor. 15:54). Therefore we should not dare death for we have the hope of resurrection. 

3) The Lord reveals not merely that the sheep of the flock will be scattered (v.31), but also the sheep of the flock will be gathered together. We should never stay in the condition of the negative darkness, but shall go forward towards the light. 

4) The Lord goes before us and we all follow Him (see John. 10:4, 27).

Mark. 14:29 “Peter said to Him, "Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will not be." ”

YLT: “And Peter said to him, `And if all shall be stumbled, yet not I;'”

Literal Meaning: “are made to stumble”: to give up because of disappointment.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Those who do not know themselves always think that they are stronger and love the Lord more than others and consequently they usually stumble the most seriously. 

2) Each should esteem other better than themselves (Pill. 2:3).

3) Wherefore let him that thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall (1Cor. 10:12).

Mark. 14:30 “Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you that today, even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times." ”

YLT: “And Jesus said to him, `Verily I say to thee, that to-day, this night, before a cock shall crow twice, thrice thou shalt deny me.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Environment is the best tool of God to manifest our “selves”. Sometimes the Lord arranges for us some dark environment (“this night, before the rooster crows”) and permits us to experience frustrations and stumbles (“you will deny Me three times”) in order to enable us to know ourselves. 

2) The experience of failure may also have advantages to us ---- it makes us no longer trust in ourselves but fully in Him (see 2Cor. 1:9).

Mark. 14:31 “But he spoke more vehemently, "If I have to die with You, I will not deny You!" And they all said likewise. ”

YLT: “And he spake the more vehemently, `If it may be necessary for me to die with thee -- I will in nowise deny thee;' and in like manner also said they all.”

Literal Meaning: Peter and all the disciples indeed had the willingness to die with the Lord. Since they did not know their own weakness, they said such irresponsible words.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Many times, the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. Therefore we should watch and pray (see v.41).

2) “One is unable to do what he wants very much to do.” ---- One still cannot do something if he only has willingness and does not have power. Believers should never work in the flesh.

Mark. 14:32 “Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, "Sit here while I pray." ”

YLT: “And they come to a spot, the name of which Gethsemane, and he saith to his disciples, `Sit ye here till I may pray;'”

Meaning of Words: “Gethsemane”: the place to press oil, olive oil press;


Literal Meaning: “called Gethsemane”, a garden of olive, was on the other side of the valley of Kidron which was about one point two kilometer away from the city wall of Jerusalem. Jesus often restored with His disciples in that garden (see John. 18:1-2). It was said that the garden was the possession of the house of Mark. 

Spiritual Meaning: the prayer of the Lord Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane typified that He was pressed and tortured alone there and spread the oil (which typified the Holy Spirit) to be our Comforter (see John. 7:39; 16:7).

Mark. 14:33 “And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be troubled and deeply distressed. ”

YLT: “and he taketh Peter, and James, and John with him, and began to be amazed, and to be very heavy,”

Literal Meaning: “He began to be troubled and deeply distressed”, the Lord Jesus is both God and man. In His humanity, He was a man subject to like passions as we are (see James. 5:17) and therefore He might weep and be troubled (see John. 11:33, 35). However, the reason why the Lord was distressed was not death, but was that He feared to be forsaken by God because of bearing our sins (see 15:34). 

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Himself has suffered being tempted and therefore He can sympathize with our infirmities (see Heb. 2:18; 4:15).
Mark. 14:34 “Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch." ”

YLT: “and he saith to them, `Exceeding sorrowful is my soul -- to death; remain here, and watch.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: “stay here and watch.” ---- It shows that even the Lord Jesus also needs others’ support. Furthermore, believers should also have the same concern one for another (see 1Cor. 12:25; Heb. 10:24).
Mark. 14:35 “He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him.”

YLT: “And having gone forward a little, he fell upon the earth, and was praying, that, if it be possible the hour may pass from him,”

Literal Meaning: “the hour” referred to the hour of His Crucifixion. 

Mark. 14:36 “And He said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will." ”

YLT: “and he said, `Abba, Father; all things are possible to Thee; make this cup pass from me; but, not what I will, but what Thou.'”

Literal Meaning: “let this cup pass from Me”, “cup” refers to suffering and death (see 10:38). “This cup” is the cup of God’s wrath (see Rev. 14:10) and it was the portion that we deserved to have. However, God sent the Lord Jesus to the earth to make Him replace us to drink this cup, i.e. letting Him bear sins and die on the cross. Therefore the cup referred to the death of the cross. 

  The Lord there touched the heart of God the Father in order to make sure whether there were other ways besides “the death of the cross” to fulfill the will of God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “My Father”, The Lord’s shout shows us that all our environments and misfortune are measured to us by God the Father and He never treats us badly without sake at all. 

2) “Not as I will, but as You will.” The key for the Lord to overcome is to fully obey the will of God the Father. 

3) If there is not the obedience in the garden of Gethsemane, there will be no death of the cross in Golgotha. Obedience should be before the cross. 

4) True experience of the cross is to make one’s soul suffer pain in order to obey the will of God (see v.37-38).

5) God’s will to believers is letting us deny ourselves and take up our crosses to follow the Lord (see Matt. 16:24).

6) Though the soul of the Lord Jesus was exceedingly sorrowful and infirm (see v.33-34), He still obeyed the will of the Father. This is the principle of the cross ---- one shall not face the difficulty in fleshly strength, but choose the will of God the Father though he may be excessively pressed beyond power in extreme infirmity. Therefore, we should not lose the faithfulness to the Lord under the pretext of saying that “I am too weak”.

Mark. 14:37 “Then He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, "Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not watch one hour? ”

YLT: “And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith to Peter, `Simon, thou dost sleep! thou wast not able to watch one hour!”

Enlightenment in the Word: Peter was willing to die with the Lord together (see v.35), but was unable to watch one hour with the Lord. Those who are unable to watch one hour will be unable to face death.
Mark. 14:38 “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." ”

YLT: “Watch ye and pray, that ye may not enter into temptation; the spirit indeed is forward, but the flesh weak.'”

Meaning of Words: “spirit”: breath, wind; “willing”: ready;

Literal Meaning: “temptation”, here it indicates that one gives chance to the enemy to take advantage of the crack to enter in.

  “The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” ---- The flesh cannot be up to standard of spirit. What the spirit is willing cannot be done by the flesh (see Rom. 7:18-24).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The only way to avoid the temptation of Satan is to “watch and pray”. 

2) The condition of men’s “body” usually cannot catch up with men’s “willingness”. Therefore we have to exercise our bodies until we could keep under our bodies and bring them into subjection (1Cor. 9:27).

Mark. 14:39 “Again He went away and prayed, and spoke the same words.”

YLT: “And again having gone away, he prayed, the same word saying;”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord Jesus prayed God three times and the words of His prayers were the same. It reveals us a principle of prayer ---- prayer must be sufficient, thorough and to the point and we should not stop praying until we receive God’s answer. 

2) There is no doubt that we should not use vain repetitions when praying (see Matt. 6:7). However, when we pray and seek the will of God for one thing, we should ask Him again and again until we clearly understand the will of God.

Mark. 14:40 “And when He returned, He found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy; and they did not know what to answer Him.”

YLT: “and having returned, he found them again sleeping, for their eyes were heavy, and they had not known what they might answer him.”

Meaning of Words: “heavy”: burden, tired;

Enlightenment in the Word: if our spiritual eyes are blurred and “heavy”, it will bring about a deep sleep or even death in spirit (see Acts. 20:9).
Mark. 14:41 “Then He came the third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough! The hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. ”

YLT: “And he cometh the third time, and saith to them, `Sleep on henceforth, and rest -- it is over; the hour did come; lo, the Son of Man is delivered up to the hands of the sinful;”

Literal Meaning: “are you still sleeping and resting?” ---- In the original it is “sleep on now and take your rest.” It meant that the thing was settled finally and the time to watch and pray had passed by.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Every time when the Lord had finished the prayer, He returned to the disciples. At this time He was tortured and the most painful, but He was still concerned about the disciples. What the bowels of Christ!

2) The Lord’s disciples were unable to watch or share the suffering with Him because of their weakness. However, the Lord did not force them to pray with Him and He departed from them and prayed alone. It shows that though corporate prayer is important, sometimes the individual prayer may even touch the feeling of God more.

Mark. 14:42 “Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand." ”

YLT: “rise, we may go, lo, he who is delivering me up hath come nigh.'”

Literal Meaning: “rise, let us be going.” ---- It is not to escape but to face that group of forces.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) After we have clearly known the will of God through prayer, we should rise and keep the will of God (“rise, let us be going”). 

2) The Lord likes us to rise, walk on the way of the cross with Him, follow the steps of the Lamb and have fellowship with His sufferings.

Mark. 14:43 “And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders.”

YLT: “And immediately -- while he is yet speaking -- cometh near Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great multitude, with swords and sticks, from the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders;”

Literal Meaning: “Judas, one of the twelve”, he was usually called “one of the twelve” in the Bible (see v.10). 

  “With a great multitude with swords and clubs”, they were the Roman soldiers and officers from the chief priests and servants of the Pharisees (see John 18:3).

  “The chief priests and elders of the people”, they were the main members of the Sanhedrin (see v.53). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The way of the world is “a great multitude” and “with swords and clubs”, however, we do not wrestle against flesh and blood (see Eph. 6:12). Therefore those who rely on the strength of men and fleshly weapons will fall under the fleshly principle. They may think that they win a victory but actually they suffer a crushing defeat. 

2) The principle of the Lamb is that who, when he was reviled, did not revile again. When he suffered, he did not threaten (1Pet. 2:23). 

3) When the church hears the voice of the Lord, revives and is willing to work with the Lord, the enemy comes and wants to hold back the church from going forth.

Mark. 14:44 “Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying, "Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize Him and lead Him away safely." ”

YLT: “and he who is delivering him up had given a token to them, saying, `Whomsoever I shall kiss, he it is, lay hold on him, and lead him away safely,'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) According to the customs of the Jews, “kiss” was an expression of intimacy and honor. Unexpectedly, it was used as a secret sign of betraying the Lord. Many intimate expressions and sweat words are horrible and may even “betray” us. 

2) Some leaders of the church like to be flattered by praise of his followers, however, they will be harmed seriously by flatterers sooner or later.

Mark. 14:45 “As soon as he had come, immediately he went up to Him and said to Him, "Rabbi, Rabbi!" and kissed Him.”

YLT: “and having come, immediately, having gone near him, he saith, `Rabbi, Rabbi,' and kissed him.”

Literal Meaning: “and kissed Him”, “kiss” was a way for the disciples to pay respects to teachers (rabbi) in the Jewish society. Therefore after he had said, “greetings, Rabbi!” (Matt. 26:49), it was common to kiss Him. However, the word “kissed” in this verse was different from the “kiss” in the previous verse in the original. The tone of emphasis in this verse showed that it was a very intimate act (see Luke. 15:20; Acts. 20:37). Therefore, Judas’s pretense and affectation were manifested more obviously.

Mark. 14:46 “Then they laid their hands on Him and took Him.”

YLT: “And they laid on him their hands, and kept hold on him;”

Mark. 14:47 “And one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear.”

YLT: “and a certain one of those standing by, having drawn the sword, struck the servant of the chief priest, and took off his ear.”

Literal Meaning: “one of those who stood by drew his sword”, the one was Peter (see John. 18:10).

Spiritual Meaning: “sword” symbolizes fleshly warfare (see 2Cor. 10:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Those who do not know the meaning of the cross always stretch out his fleshly “hand” of flesh and draw the fleshly “sword”, tempting to protect the Lord and things that are of the Lord. It brings about no effect and is even harmful. 

2) The fleshly warfare could cut off men’s “ear” at most and make men not listen to the words of God.

Mark. 14:48 “Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me?”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said to them, `As against a robber ye came out, with swords and sticks, to take me!”

Literal Meaning: “as against a robber?”, the words of the Lord exposed the unrighteousness of religionists on one hand, on the other hand He also pointed that He would be crucified with “robbers” (see 15:27). This word that “He was numbered with the transgressors” was fulfilled (see Is. 53:12).

Mark. 14:49 “I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize Me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled."”

YLT: “daily I was with you in the temple teaching, and ye did not lay hold on me -- but that the Writings may be fulfilled.'”

Literal Meaning: “but the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” ---- It meant that the words of verse 27 in this chapter quoted from the Book of Zechariah (13:7) was fully fulfilled ---- There is sword awaking and striking the Shepherd. And the sheep will be scattered.”

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord would not protect Himself in order to fulfill the will of God the Father. 
Mark. 14:50 “Then they all forsook Him and fled.”

YLT: “And having left him they all fled;”

Literal Meaning: though all the disciple’s faithful words unto death (see v.31) were still ringing in one's ears, when the temptations came upon them, their reality was manifested. 

Enlightenment in the Word: when the trial came, all the disciples failed. All the spiritual merits are precious after the trial (see 1 Pet. 1:7; 1Cor. 3:13).
Mark. 14:51 “Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his naked body. And the young men laid hold of him, ”

YLT: “and a certain young man was following him, having put a linen cloth about naked body, and the young men lay hold on him,”

Literal Meaning: “a certain young man”, it might be the author of this book Mark (please see the Introduction of the Gospel of Mark, the part of the Author). When the Lord Jesus prayed to God the Father, the disciples like Peter were asleep. Maybe Mark followed the Lord until the Garden of Gethsemane and saw on the spot, and therefore we can know the condition in the Garden of Gethsemane today and the words of the Lord’s prayer. It was inferred that this young man might be the key character who passed down this fact. 

  “Having a linen cloth thrown around his naked body”, it showed that he did not wear his body coat. Probably, when he was about to sleep, he saw the Lord Jesus and the disciples go into the Garden of Gethsemane. He was curious and followed behind them hurriedly with a linen cloth to see what would happen. 

Mark. 14:52 “and he left the linen cloth and fled from them naked. ”

YLT: “and he, having left the linen cloth, did flee from them naked.”

Enlightenment in the Word: if we want to follow the crucified Christ by the righteousness worked by us, we shall never be able to endure the trial. Once we are confronted with pressure, this “cloth” will be left, and thus our reality is exposed and we shall “flee from” the way of the cross. 
Mark. 14:53 “And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes. ”

YLT: “And they led away Jesus unto the chief priest, and come together to him do all the chief priests, and the elders, and the scribes;”

Spiritual Meaning: it fulfills that the Lord Himself is the Lamb of the Passover and before He was killed, He must be sent to the priests to look on and identify that whether He is the one without blemish and then He can be sacrificed unto God (see Exod. 12:5; Deut. 17:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus did not know sin and was made be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (see 2Cor. 5:21). 
Mark. 14:54 “But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. ”

YLT: “and Peter afar off did follow him, to the inside of the hall of the chief priest, and he was sitting with the officers, and warming himself near the fire.”

Literal Meaning: “the high priest’s courtyard”, the “courtyard” referred to the outdoor yard with buildings around. 

  “He sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire”. ---- “Servants” referred to the servants of the high priest, and there might be security guarders who kept the order of the Holy Temple.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Those who follow the Lord by natural strength all “follow Him at a distance” and finally his real condition will be manifested when being forced by environment. 

2) Today many believers seem to follow the Lord apparently. However, they actually “follow Jesus at a distance”, keep a distance, look on the situation and get ready to abandon the Lord to flee at any moment.

Mark. 14:55 “Now the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but found none.”

YLT: “And the chief priests and all the sanhedrim were seeking against Jesus testimony -- to put him to death, and they were not finding,”

The Background: “all the council”, the Jewish Sanhedrin was the supreme governing office of the Jews and the high priest was the chairman. In the age of Jesus, the Sanhedrin was the council of seventy-one members which was comprised of the high priest, the elders and scribes. The number of twenty-three is the effective and legal number of people.

Mark. 14:56 “For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did not agree.”

YLT: “for many were bearing false testimony against him, and their testimonies were not alike.”

The Background: “many bore false witness against Him”, in the Jewish judicatory procedure, the witness takes the responsibility for accusation. 

  “But their testimonies did not agree.” ---- One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity. At the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, the matter concerning his sin shall be established (see Deut. 19:15).

Enlightenment in the Word: religionists had used up all lies (“false witnesses”) and still could not condemn the Lord. The Lord is indeed the lamb without blemish and without spot (see 1Pet. 1:19; Heb. 9:14).
Mark. 14:57 “Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying, ”

YLT: “And certain having risen up, were bearing false testimony against him, saying --”

Mark. 14:58 “"We heard Him say, "I will destroy this temple made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands."' ”

YLT: “`We heard him saying -- I will throw down this sanctuary made with hands, and by three days, another made without hands I will build;'”

The Background: the Holy Temple, the most sacred religious body in the mind of the Jews, symbolizes the center of the whole service and life. Any impious word towards the Holy Temple constitutes the sin of blasphemy though one does not blaspheme God directly. 

Literal Meaning: the accusation in this verse purposely distorted the words of the Lord (see John. 2:19).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Religionists did not care that they had made the temple of God into the den of thieves (see Matt. 21:13), but they distorted the words of the Lord here to show their concern to the Holy Temple. They seek the appearance of the Holy Temple only but refuse the reality of the Holy Temple. 

2) Today sins are brought into the church by many believers and they are greatly fervent for the mere name of the church.

Mark. 14:59 “But not even then did their testimony agree.”

YLT: “and neither so was their testimony alike.”

Mark. 14:60 “And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, "Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?"”

YLT: “And the chief priest, having risen up in the midst, questioned Jesus, saying, `Thou dost not answer anything! what do these testify against thee?'”

Literal Meaning: the Lord did not defend Himself before the council, which fulfilled the words that “as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He did not open His mouth” (Is. 53:7).

Mark. 14:61 “But He kept silent and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" ”

YLT: “and he was keeping silent, and did not answer anything. Again the chief priest was questioning him, and saith to him, `Art thou the Christ -- the Son of the Blessed?'”

Literal Meaning: “are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” ---- “The Blessed”, it is an appellation to call God with the purpose of avoiding calling the name of God directly, lest men commit the sin of idly uttering the name of God (see Ex. 20:7). “Christ” is a Greek word, which means “the Messiah” in Hebrew. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “But Jesus kept silent.” ---- We need not pay attention to the unfaithful accusation of the enemy. 

2) Christ is “the Son of God”. This is the most fundamental witness of Christians and we should hold fast this witness. If we lose only one step, all truth will become vain.

Mark. 14:62 “Jesus said, "I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven." ”

YLT: “and Jesus said, `I am; and ye shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of the power, and coming with the clouds, of the heaven.'”

Literal Meaning: “you will see the Son of Man”, “the Son of Man” is the position and identity of the incarnated Lord. The high priest asked Him whether He is the Son of God. The Lord presented Himself as the Son of Man in His answer because He suffered pain in Humanity, and He also overcame in the position of man, arose from the dead, was carried up into heaven and will come again.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When men brought false charge against Him, He kept silent. Only when He was asked whether He is the Son of God, He had to declare His identity because He came into the world with the aim of bearing witness to Christ (See Matt. 16:15-17).

2) To other things, we should hold the tolerant and yielding attitude. However, we should never make a concession on the witness of Jesus Christ and contrarily we should be strong and of a good courage and we should not make a compromise at all. 

3) We should learn from the apostle Paul who determined not to know any thing, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified (1Cor. 2:2).

Mark. 14:63 “Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "What further need do we have of witnesses?”

YLT: “And the chief priest, having rent his garments, saith, `What need have we yet of witnesses?”

Literal Meaning: “the high priest tore his clothes”, “tearing one’s clothes” was actually an expression of the Jews when they were grievous and indignant, except that the high priest could not tear his clothes even when his family members were dead (see Lev. 10:6; 21:10) and only when he hears blasphemy could he tear his clothes.

Mark. 14:64 “You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?" And they all condemned Him to be deserving of death.”

YLT: “Ye heard the evil speaking, what appeareth to you?' and they all condemned him to be worthy of death,”

Literal Meaning: “Blasphemy” means evil speaking and profanation.

“What do you think?” means that, “how do you judge?”

    “He is deserving of death”, the Jews, under the domination of the Roman Empire at that time, had no right of executing death penalty. Therefore that the council condemned the Lord for being deserved of death was indeed not the legal judgment. 

  Note that that the high priest and others condemned the Lord Jesus was not for the reason that He “is” the Son of God but that He “testified” that He is the Son of God. They did not want to prove whether He is the Son of God at all. They only desired to find an excuse for condemnation.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Religionists dispute the words and names with others (see Acts. 18:15; 2Tim. 2:14) and yet neglect the spiritual reality, that the Son of God was condemned for death by them.

2) The members of the council purposed to take away Jesus. It was not because they cared about the things of God but the words and deeds of Jesus strictly threatened the rights and interests of the council. Today, if any person or group puts their own interest in a place higher than that of the will of God, they will play the role of those who kill the Lord. 

3) Who condemns the Lord the very first was not the political power of the Gentiles but men of Judaism ---- the elect of God. If believers have no revelation of God, even those who are fervent may do things that hurt the Lord seriously.

Mark. 14:65 “Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to Him, "Prophesy!" And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands. ”

YLT: “and certain began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet him, and to say to him, `Prophesy;' and the officers were striking him with their palms.”

Literal Meaning: “to spit on Him…and to beat Him”, such acts usually expressed rejection and condemnation (see Num. 12:14; Deut. 25:9; Job.3-:10; Is. 50:6).

  “And to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to Him, "Prophesy!"” ---- It meant that “you say who the one that beats you is”. 

Enlightenment in the Word: these words and deeds of religionists completely exposed their base, low, unreasonable and evil nature. Meanwhile, we could see that the Lord was actually willing to be humiliated in order to save us. Should not we be moved and go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach (see Heb. 13:13).
Mark. 14:66 “Now as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came. ”

YLT: “And Peter being in the hall beneath, there doth come one of the maids of the chief priest,”

Literal Meaning: “as Peter was below in the courtyard”, the Lord Jesus was now judged and humiliated in the upper room of the house of the chief priest, and Peter was questioned in the courtyard.

  “One of the servant girls of the high priest”, this servant girl was a doorkeeper (see John 18:17).

Mark. 14:67 “And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, "You also were with Jesus of Nazareth." ”

YLT: “and having seen Peter warming himself, having looked on him, she said, `And thou wast with Jesus of Nazareth!'”

Spiritual Meaning: “Peter warming himself”, it symbolized that Peter could not bear the darkness and chillness of both the environment and the mental state, so he came to seek the warmness of men and of the world. However, neither did the earthly fire warm his spirit, nor the flame enlightened his conscience (see v.68-71).

Mark. 14:68 “But he denied it, saying, "I neither know nor understand what you are saying." And he went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed. ”

YLT: “and he denied, saying, `I have not known , neither do I understand what thou sayest;' and he went forth without to the porch, and a cock crew.”

Literal Meaning: “I do not know what you are saying”, it means that “I do not know the meaning of your words.”

Enlightenment in the Word: Peter, who thought he was strong and loved the Lord, could not even bear a sentence of a weak servant girl. Wherefore let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall (see 1Cor. 10:12).  
Mark. 14:69 “And the servant girl saw him again, and began to say to those who stood by, "This is one of them." ”

YLT: “And the maid having seen him again, began to say to those standing near -- `This is of them;'”

Mark. 14:70 “But he denied it again. And a little later those who stood by said to Peter again, "Surely you are one of them; for you are a Galilean, and your speech shows it." ”

YLT: “and he was again denying. And after a little again, those standing near said to Peter, `Truly thou art of them, for thou also art a Galilean, and thy speech is alike;'”

The Background: “you are a Galilean”, the Galileans spoke Aramaic and they had a strong accent of Galilean, which was notably different from that of men in the land of Judah.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord did not debate for Him, though He is true. However, Peter debated again and again, for he was false. Concerning true things, it is clear even though there is no debate. As regards false things, the more they are debated, the more obviously the “speech” is shown. 

2) One’s habitual practices, words and deeds thoughout many years will naturally show the true state in him. And it is hard for him to be disguised himself. 

3) God arranges our environment and makes us be tried again and again. The trial becomes hasher and harsher until we fully realize our weakness and no longer rely on ourselves.

Mark. 14:71 “Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know this Man of whom you speak!" ”

YLT: “and he began to anathematize, and to swear -- `I have not known this man of whom ye speak;'”

Meaning of Words: “curse”: bind with an oath; “swear”: declare on an oath strongly; 

Literal Meaning: “curse and swear”, it showed us that he attempted to defend himself. If what he had said was not true, he was willing to receive the result of the curse. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) When men accused the Lord, He did not defend Himself at all. The truth would be manifested naturally. However, the more Peter defended himself, the sooner he was exposed. When men misunderstand us, the best way is not defense for ourselves but prayer.

2) When the Lord Jesus was questioned that “whether He is the Son of God Christ”, He answered openly that He “is” (see v.61-62). When Peter was questioned “whether He was with Jesus”, he denied the fact three times for the sake of his own gain. What a strong comparision! Can we bear witness of Christ like the Lord who is willing to sacrifice his own gain?

Mark. 14:72 “A second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said to him, "Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times." And when he thought about it, he wept. ”

YLT: “and a second time a cock crew, and Peter remembered the saying that Jesus said to him -- `Before a cock crow twice, thou mayest deny me thrice;' and having thought thereon -- he was weeping.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The Lord, through the crows of the rooster, reminded Peter that he owed Him. We should notice that whether the Lord has spoken to us to remind us that we owe Him or we are unfaithful to Him through our experience or environment around. 

2) Believers may unavoidably fail or be offended. What is the most important is that we should learn to know the word of the Lord (“remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him”) in the failing experience or environment (“crows of the rooster”) and be touched by the word of the Lord and feel broken and contrite from heart (“he went out and wept bitterly”). In this way, we can continue to go forth in the Lord.

3) The Lord’s words are the tool of Him to purify and renew us. As long as we have His words and let them work in us, though we may fail, we shall not be in darkness long without awareness. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【Different Reactions of Men Toward Christ Who Was About to Be Crucified】

D. The chief priests and the scribes ---- who schemed to take and kill Jesus (v.1-2);

E. Mary ---- Who caught the opportunity to do a good thing for the Lord (v.3-9);

F. Judas ---- who sought how he might conveniently deliver Him to the chief priests (v.10-11);

G. A anonymous owner of the house ---- who prepared the Feast of the Passover (v.12-16);

【The Suffering of the Bondman the Savior】

A. The Lord Jesus was shown as the Lamb of the Passover ---- men schemed to kill Him (v.1-2);

B. Men’s evaluation towards the Lamb of the Passover:

1. He is worthy to be anointed with fragrant oil which costs three hundred denarii (v.3-9).

2. Judas betrayed the Lord for the sake of thirty pieces of silver (v.10-11; see Matt.26:14-16).

C. The sign of the bondman the savior’s suffering: 

1. The Feast of the Passover (v.12-21);

2. The table of the Lord (v.22-26);

D. The Lord Jesus bore the suffering alone: 

1. The sheep of the flock were scattered because the shepherd was struck (v.27-31).

2. The Lord was tortured in the garden of Gethsemane (v. 32-42).

E. The Lamb of the Passover was looked on by the priest: 

1. He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter (v.43-51). 

2. He was looked on and manifested as the lamb without blemish (v.52-65).

F. The extremity of the suffering ---- the Lord was denied by His close disciple (v.66-72).

【A Good Work】

A. As He sat at the table (v.3) ---- she seized the opportunity to love the Lord.

B. She broke the flask and poured it on His head (v.3) ---- she knew the preciousness of the Lord.

C. She was criticized and blamed by others (v.4-5) ---- she disregarded others’ opinions. 

D. It was done for the Lord (v.6) ---- she only pleased the Lord. 

E. It was praised by the Lord as a good work (v.6) ---- she knew the will of the Lord. 

F. She loved the Lord more than the poor (v.7) ---- she loved the Lord more than anything. 

G. It was done for the Lord’s burial (v.8) ---- she knew the meaning of the cross and was united to the death of the Lord. 

H. Wherever this gospel is preached, what this woman has done will also be told (v.9) ---- this good work is the aim of the gospel. 

【Mary Anointed the Lord】

A. It was done at the house of Simon the leper (v.3).

B. It was a behavior of love and faith towards the Lord (v.3).

C. It was the dedication which seemed to be “waste” and exceeded conventions (v.4-5).

D. It was a good work done by seizing the opportunity (v.6-7).

E. It was done for the burial of the Lord (v.8).

F. It was worthy to be told as a memorial all over the world (v.9).

【The Comparison Between Mary and Judas】
A. The former cost three hundred denarii for the Lord, and the latter received three hundred denarii by selling the Lord.

B. The former was misunderstood by others and suffered their indignant attitude, and the latter pleased others. 

C. The former did a good work, and the latter did an evil one.

D. The former was preached and remembered by others everywhere, and the latter was taken as a warning for others.

【The Lord’s Desk (i.e. The So-called Eucharist)】

A. Its typification in narrow sense:

1. The bread ---- the body of the Lord was broken for us (v.26).

2. The cup ---- the blood of the Lord was shed for us (v.27).

B. Its typification in broad sense (see 1Cor. 10:16-17):

1. The bread ---- all the believers become the body of Christ through “eating” the bread. 

2. The cup ---- all the believers partake in the blessing of Christ through “drinking” the cup.

【The Prayer of the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane (v.32-42)】
A. The Lord Jesus was sorrowful alone ---- the disciples could not understand the suffering of the cross (the cup) at all. 

B. The Lord Jesus prayed alone ---- the disciples were unable to watch and pray with Him because of their weakness. 

C. The Lord Jesus asked the connection between the cup and the will of God ---- He only sought the fulfillment of the will of God the Father. 

D. The Lord prayed three times ---- until He clearly understood the will of God the Father. 

E. The Lord Jesus faced what was going to happen calmly ---- because He clearly knew the will of God the Father. 

【The Spirit Indeed is Willing, but the Flesh is Weak】
A. Peter Thought He was Strong ---- The Spirit is Willing:

1. Even if all are made to stumble, yet I will not be (v.29).

2. If I have to die with You, I will not deny You (v.31)!

3. Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest (v.47; see John 18:10).

B. Peter Knew Himself Finally ---- The Flesh was Weak:

1. He was sleeping and could not watch one hour (v.37).

2. His eyes were heavy (v.40).

3. He forsook the Lord and fled (v.50).

4. He followed Him at a distance (v.54).

5. He denied the Lord three times (v.66-72).

C. The Way of Remedy:

1. The example of the Lord ---- not as I will, but as you will (v.36).

2. The teaching of the Lord ---- to watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation (v.38).

【The Comparison Between the Lord and Peter】
A. The high priest asked Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus said: “I am” (v.61-62).

B. Men asked Peter, “You also were with Jesus of Nazareth.” Peter denied (v.66-71). 

Mark Chapter Fifteen
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Suffering of the Bondman the Savior】

BN. Who was judged by Pilate (v.1-15);

BO. Who was mocked by the solders (v.16-20);

BP. Who was crucified on the cross (v.21-41);

BQ. Who was buried (v.42-47);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 15:1 “Immediately, in the morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council; and they bound Jesus, led Him away, and delivered Him to Pilate.”


YLT: “And immediately, in the morning, the chief priests having made a consultation, with the elders, and scribes, and the whole sanhedrim, having bound Jesus, did lead away, and delivered to Pilate;”


The Background: at that time, the Jews were ruled by the Roman Empire and were given limited autonomy. The council had no right to put any one to death except for the gentiles who rushed presumptuously into the inner courtyard (see John. 18:31).

“Pilate” was the fifth governor in the land of Judea posted by the Roman Empire from 26 to 36 A.D. He was usually stationed in Samaria, and also had the official mansions in Jerusalem. During the Feast of the Passover, the Jews in all parts of the world were gathered in Jerusalem. Pilate would also come to the city to guard against disturbance or rebellion which might take place at any time. According to the description of the Jewish Historian Joseph, Pilate was a stubborn and marble person.

Literal Meaning: “immediately, in the morning”, it referred to the morning on Friday. It was illegal for the council to hold a meeting at night. Therefore they held a meeting purposely in the morning and condemned the death of Jesus officially (see Matt. 26:66).

  “Delivered Him to Pilate”, “governor” refers to the viceroy or the prince of the provinces. In order to “put Him to death” (see v.1), the council had to deliver Him to Pilate the governor and let him condemn Jesus and put Him to death according to the law of the Roman Empire.

Mark. 15:2 “Then Pilate asked Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" He answered and said to him, "It is as you say." ”


YLT: “and Pilate questioned him, `Art thou the king of the Jews?' and he answering said to him, `Thou dost say .'”


Literal Meaning: “are You the King of the Jews?” ---- Pilate, a governor of the Roman Empire, did not usually show concern to the religious disputes of the Jews as long as they did not drag the Roman regime in. Therefore the council framed the political crime against Him before Pilate instead of denouncing Jesus of the religious crime. If Jesus presented Himself as the king of the Jews, it would show that He was against the Roman regime. Therefore Pilate asked this question. 

“He answered and said to him, "It is as you say."” ---- Though Jesus admitted that He is the king, He still declared that His kingdom is not of this world (see John. 18:33-38).

Mark. 15:3 “And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered nothing.”


YLT: “And the chief priests were accusing him of many things,”


Literal Meaning: “many things” referred to many fabricating evidence used to prove He set Himself as the king. 

Mark. 15:4 “Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, "Do You answer nothing? See how many things they testify against You!" ”


YLT: “And Pilate again questioned him, saying, `Thou dost not answer anything! lo, how many things they do testify against thee!'”


the Background: according to the Roman law at that time, if the defendant did not defend for himself, he would be condemned. 

Mark. 15:5 “But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled.”


YLT: “and Jesus did no more answer anything, so that Pilate wondered”


Literal Meaning: who, when He was reviled, did not revile again; when He suffered, he did not threaten; but committed Himself to God that judges righteously (see 1Pet. 2:23). This is the example of the Lord for us.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If one clearly knows the will and guidance of God and commits himself unto God, he will have rest in God and have no defense for himself in any difficult circumstance. 

2) Believers should bridle their tongues and do not say meaningless words, as it becomes saints.

Mark. 15:6 “Now at the feast he was accustomed to releasing one prisoner to them, whomever they requested.”


YLT: “And at every feast he was releasing to them one prisoner, whomsoever they were asking;”


Literal Meaning: this was the special convention of “amnesty” at that time with the purpose of showing the kindness of the rulers.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Since man had inherited sin from the father the devil, all of us became servants of sin (see John. 8:34), and would die in our sins (see John. 8:21, 24). However, the Son of God the Father in heaven Jesus came to “release” us and we became really free (see John. 8:36).

2) We are “released”, because the Lord was crucified for us.

Mark. 15:7 “And there was one named Barabbas, who was chained with his fellow rebels; they had committed murder in the rebellion.”


YLT: “and there was named Barabbas, bound with those making insurrection with him, who had in the insurrection committed murder.”

Meaning of Words: “Barabbas”: son of father, son of Abba; “rebellion”: revolt;


Literal Meaning: “there was one named Barabbas”, this man might be a leader of the Canaanite, which was a Jewish revolutionary organization. He was cast into prison for having committed a murder in a revolt (see Luke 23:18-25).


Spiritual Meaning: “Barabbas” typifies that sinners were of their father the devil which was a murderer from the beginning and was a liar, and the father of it (John. 8:44).
Mark. 15:8 “Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him to do just as he had always done for them.”


YLT: “And the multitude having cried out, began to ask for themselves as he was always doing to them,”

Mark. 15:9 “But Pilate answered them, saying, "Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?" ”


YLT: “and Pilate answered them, saying, `Will ye I shall release to you the king of the Jews?'”

Mark. 15:10 “For he knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy.”


YLT: “for he knew that because of envy the chief priests had delivered him up;”

Meaning of Words: “handed over”: deliver;
Literal Meaning: “they had handed Him over because of envy”, this was religious envy. The leaders of the council had deeply felt that the words and deeds of Jesus had threatened their authority.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The greatest feature of religionists is “envy”. Strife may arise because of envy (see 1Cor. 3:3). Therefore envy is the root of strife (see 2Cor. 12:20). 

2) Envy may also lead to murder (see Gal. 5:21; James. 4:2). Cain, the initiator of religion, was the typical religionist who killed his brother because of envy (see Gen. 4:3-8).

Mark. 15:11 “But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, so that he should rather release Barabbas to them.”


YLT: “and the chief priests did move the multitude, that he might rather release Barabbas to them.”


Literal Meaning: probably the crowd thought that Jesus was condemned by the council and no longer conformed to the image of the Messiah in their hearts. However, Barabbas who was put into prison because of the rebellion was contrarily shown as a national hero. Therefore, the people heard the chief priests.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If Jesus was not destroyed, Barabbas would not be released. Thank God, since the Lord Jesus was destroyed for us, we, the sinners (Barabbas), could be released. 

2) Religionists would rather ask for the murder and robber (see John. 18:40) than ask for the Lord Jesus, thus exposing the darkness of religion. Today, many zealous religionists (including the extreme Christians) often disregard morality and have no witness in life.

Mark. 15:12 “Pilate answered and said to them again, "What then do you want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?" ”


YLT: “And Pilate answering, again said to them, `What, then, will ye I shall do to him whom ye call king of the Jews?'”


Literal Meaning: though Pilate clearly knew that Jesus had no sin (see v.10), he still asked such question, manifesting His unrighteousness. 

Mark. 15:13 “So they cried out again, "Crucify Him!" ”


YLT: “and they again cried out, `Crucify him.'”


The Background: the “Crucifixion” was the cruel torture used by the Roman Empire to punish serious criminals at that time. Only those who were of the most heinous guilt, such as robbers, murderers, arsonists, betrayers of a country and etc., should be executed by crucifixion. Moreover, the Roman citizens would not be tortured by such torture.


Literal Meaning: “crucify Him!” ---- It fulfilled the prophecy that the Lord had said previously (see Matt. 20:19; 26:2).
Mark. 15:14 “Then Pilate said to them, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more, "Crucify Him!" ”


YLT: “And Pilate said to them, `Why -- what evil did he?' and they cried out the more vehemently, `Crucify him;'”


Literal Meaning: “what evil has He done?” ---- The governor asked this question at the end of the judgment, showing that he could not inquire any sin of the Lord and admitted He was innocent. Pilate always thought that He was the “innocent man” (see Matt.27:24; Luke 23:4, 14-15, 22; John 18:38; 19:4, 6, 12).

Mark. 15:15 “So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be crucified.”


YLT: “and Pilate, wishing to content the multitude, released to them Barabbas, and delivered up Jesus -- having scourged -- that he might be crucified.”


The Background: whips used by Romans to scourge criminals were made of leather belt on which there were small bones or metal. The whips could make those who were scourged bruised and lacerated. 


Literal Meaning: “he delivered Him to be crucified.” ---- That Pilate made the Lord Jesus be crucified had fulfilled both the Lord’s own words about how He would die and the prophecies in the Old Testament (see Deut. 21:23; Num. 21:8-9; Gal. 3:13).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The deeds of Pilate are the typical representative of the world (especially politicians) ---- they confuse what is right, ignore the truth and only try to please the people (see v.24). 

2) Many leaders of the Christianity often would rather sacrifice the principle of the truth and adopt expediency in order to “gratify the crowd”, and however it makes our Lord undergo loss.

3) Pilate disobeyed his conscience and sacrificed the Lord Jesus for the purpose of “gratifying the crowd”. This was a great warning! We shall never run counter to our conscience and sacrifice the Lord Jesus that we believe for the sake of gratifying the world.

4) If we want to be strong to the end to bear witness of Christ, we cannot often make everyone glad. If we seek to please men only, we are not bondmen of Christ (Gal. 1:10).

5) Thanks the Lord. Since He was “delivered”, the condemned prisoners like us were “released”. With His stripes we are healed (see Is. 53:5). What the salvation!

Mark. 15:16 “Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together the whole garrison. ”


YLT: “And the soldiers led him away into the hall, which is Praetorium, and call together the whole band,”


Literal Meaning: “led Him away into the hall called Praetorium”, “Praetorium” was the official mansion for the governor in Jerusalem.


Spiritual Meaning: “they called together the whole garrison”, it symbolized that all the armies of the Hades were gathered to raise the fatal attack against the Lord Jesus. 

Mark. 15:17 “And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head,”


YLT: “and clothe him with purple, and having plaited a crown of thorns, they put on him,”


Literal Meaning: “they clothed Him with purple”, “purple” was the color of king’s robe. They also used the crown of thorns to substitute for the royal crown. They dressed the Lord Jesus as the king of the Jews to mock and insult Him. 


Spiritual Meaning: “and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head”, “thorn” was a sign of God’s curse (see Gen. 3:17-18). That the crown of thorns was put on the Lord’s head symbolized that He was cursed on the cross by God.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) “And they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head”, the Lord Jesus became a curse for us on the cross (Gal. 3:13).

2) The purple robe and the crown were both signs of king, but they became signs of humiliation and dishonor. We are exalted because of the humiliation suffered by the Lord. Oh, “to the Lord the cross was shame; to us it is glory”.

3) That the Lord had put on the crown of thorns on the cross was a curse for us so as to deliver us out of the curse. Today, He has put on the crown of honor and glory in the heaven for us so as to bring us into glory (see Heb. 2:9-10).

Mark. 15:18 “and began to salute Him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" ”


YLT: “and began to salute him, `Hail, King of the Jews.'”


Literal Meaning: they showed their salutation by mocking Him.

Mark. 15:19 “Then they struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they worshiped Him.”


YLT: “And they were smiting him on the head with a reed, and were spitting on him, and having bent the knee, were bowing to him,”


Spiritual Meaning: “they struck Him on the head with a reed”, “head” symbolized men’s power. “Struck Him with a reed”, it manifested the extreme bully. 

    “Spat on Him”, “face” symbolized men’s honor. “They spat on Him”, it showed the extreme humiliation.

Mark. 15:20 “And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.”


YLT: “and when they mocked him, they took the purple from off him, and clothed him in his own garments, and they led him forth, that they may crucify him.”


The Background: it is said that when the Jews killed the lamb of the Passover in old days, they tied the four limbs of the lamb on the wooden framework of the cross and let it shed its blood and was dried up unto death. Therefore the Lord was “crucified”, thus fulfilling that He was the type of the lamb of the Passover (see Is. 53:7-8; 1Cor. 5:7; John. 1:29). The cruel torture of the cross was used for only a short time around the time when the Lord Jesus was on the world in the history of the Roman Empire. It seemed that it was specially arranged by God for the fulfillment of the prophecy and typifications of the Old Testament (see Num. 21:8-9; Deut. 21:23; Acts. 13:29; Gal. 3:13).
Mark. 15:21 “Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His cross.”


YLT: “And they impress a certain one passing by -- Simon, a Cyrenian, coming from the field, the father of Alexander and Rufus -- that he may bear his cross,”


Literal Meaning: “they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name.” ---- “Cyrene” was the name of a place in North Africa; “Simon” was a Jewish name. He might be a Jewish who lived in Cyrene (see Acts. 11:20; 13:1) and he specially came to Jerusalem to the feast. 

    “The father of Alexander and Rufus”, it showed that the readers (believers in Rome) of this book were familiar with both Alexander and Rufus (see Rom. 16:13).

    “Him they compelled”, “compelled”: to force one to serve by threatening manners.

    “To bear His cross”, the cross was often taken by the prisoner himself. Probably, Jesus was too weak to bear the cross at that time. 


Spiritual Meaning: “bear Jesus’ cross”: to have communion with His suffering and to fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in the flesh (see Col. 1:24).  


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The whole family of Simon of Cyrene was saved because he took the cross of the Lord (see Rom. 16:13). Believers were compelled to take the cross under the sovereignty of God, however, the “compel” is the way of being blessed.  

2) “Being compelled”, it means going against our interests, natural feelings and etc. However, many precious lessons are usually hidden in many things we dislike.

3) Whoever has part in the cross of Christ, he will have part in the salvation of Christ.

Mark. 15:22 “And they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull.”


YLT: “and they bring him to the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, `Place of a skull;'”

Meaning of Words: “Golgotha”: the skull; the place to stack the skull.

Literal Meaning: “Golgotha”, a Hebrew name, means “the place of a skull” (see John. 19:17). It was in English called Calvary (Luke. 23:33, KJV), which was translated from Latin and had the same meaning with Golgotha. It was said that the shape of this hill was like the skull of dead ones and thus the name. The Lord Jesus was crucified there. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the natural mind and old concepts of us are “the skulls of dead ones”. We should crucify them in “Golgotha” and never let them stir up trouble.
Mark. 15:23 “Then they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it.”


YLT: “and they were giving him to drink wine mingled with myrrh, and he did not receive.”


Literal Meaning: “wine mingled with myrrh”, “myrrh” was like a kind of narcotic. Once man drank wine mingled with myrrh, he would be like one who had been doped so as to release his pain (see Pro. 31:6-7). 

  “But He did not take it”, it indicated that He was willing to bear the pain of the punishment of sins until death (see Ps. 69:21).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The Lord Jesus bore the suffering of the cross Himself and refused any help or comfort from men. Those who truly take up the cross never seek any help or comfort besides God. 

2) He who feels painful in themselves and needs comfort of others is not the one who takes up the cross. 

3) The Lord Himself had tasted the suffering for us, so He is able to be touched with our feelings (see Heb. 4:15).

Mark. 15:24 “And when they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for them to determine what every man should take.”


YLT: “And having crucified him, they were dividing his garments, casting a lot upon them, what each may take;”


Literal Meaning: “they divided His garments, casting lots”. ---- It fulfilled the prophecy in Ps. 28:18.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The world usually respect only the good works of the Lord Jesus (“divided His garments”), but is unwilling to receive the life of Christ (“they crucified Him”).

2) We believers always attend to trifles but neglect the essentials, for we are fervent in searching the Bible, but are unwilling to come to the Lord to have life (see John. 5:39-40).

Mark. 15:25 “Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him.”


YLT: “and it was the third hour, and they crucified him;”

Meaning of Words: “the third hour” referred to nine o’clock in the morning. 
Mark. 15:26 “And the inscription of His accusation was written above: THE KING OF THE JEWS.”


YLT: “and the inscription of his accusation was written above -- `The King of the Jews.'”


Literal Meaning: “the accusation written against Him”, according to the records of John, the inscription of the accusation was written in Hebrew, and Greek and Latin (see John 19:20). 

  “THE KING OF THE JEWS”, in men’s sight, the inscription of the accusation was a kind of mock both to the Lord and the Jews (see John. 19:21), and also shows that He was crucified because of this reason.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The life of king shall be manifested through the death of the cross only. 

2) The way of the world to be king is to attack cities and capture territories. However, the way for believers to reign in life (see Rom. 5:17) is through the death of the cross.

Mark. 15:27 “With Him they also crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left.”


YLT: “And with him they crucify two robbers, one on the right hand, and one on his left,”


Literal Meaning: this verse shows that: a) the prophecy that “He was numbered with the transgressors” (Is. 53:12) was fulfilled; b) He was on the tree with the position of a sinner and therefore He Himself bore our sins (see 1Pet. 2:24).


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christ who was crucified is the center of mankind and all and He will draw all to Him (see John. 12:32).

2) Men’s future depends on Christ who had been crucified. If one receives Him, he will be saved and have eternal life. If one refuses Him, he will perish and enter the everlasting fire. 

3) He, on the cross, destroyed, through death, him that had the power of death, that is, the devil and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (i.e. robbers) (see Heb. 2:14-15).

Mark. 15:28 “So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And He was numbered with the transgressors." ”


YLT: “and the Writing was fulfilled that is saying, `And with lawless ones he was numbered.'”

Literal Meaning: “the Scripture was fulfilled”, it referred to Is. 53:12.

Mark. 15:29 “And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, "Aha! You who destroy the temple and build it in three days,”


YLT: “And those passing by were speaking evil of him, shaking their heads, and saying, `Ah, the thrower down of the sanctuary, and in three days the builder!”


Literal Meaning: “wagging their heads”, it was the posture of the Jews when they mocked others.

    “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days”, it indicated that they misused the words of the Lord because they did not understand the words (see John. 2:19-21).
Mark. 15:30 “save Yourself, and come down from the cross!" ”


YLT: “save thyself, and come down from the cross!'”


Literal Meaning: it shows that they do not understand the principle in which God works and think that the Son of God can walk at will (see John. 8:28). They do not know that the Lord did not come down from the cross is just the proof of the Son of God (see Rom. 1:4).
Mark. 15:31 “Likewise the chief priests also, mocking among themselves with the scribes, said, "He saved others; Himself He cannot save.”


YLT: “And in like manner also the chief priests, mocking with one another, with the scribes, said, `Others he saved; himself he is not able to save.”


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The will of God is to achieve His plan of redemption through the death of the cross. Those who are held by God in His will often “save others and themselves they cannot save”. And only those who do not save themselves are able to save others. If He saves Himself, He can not save us. 

2) The death of the cross is an access to resurrection ---- supply life through death ---- if death works in us, life will work in others (see 2Cor. 4:11-12). 

3) The cross is to deny oneself (see Matt. 16:24), so the significance of the cross is to save others and not to save oneself. All those who are self-centered need to be dealt with by the cross.

Mark. 15:32 “Let the Christ, the King of Israel, descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe." Even those who were crucified with Him reviled Him. ”


YLT: “The Christ! the king of Israel -- let him come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe;' and those crucified with him were reproaching him.”


Literal Meaning: “the Christ, the King of Israel”, it shows that men believe in their natural mind that God must save and deliver those whom He pleases from the outward danger and suffering. 

  The Lord was mocked on the cross by those who passed by (see v.29), the chief priests, the scribes and elders (see v.31), and the robbers who were crucified with Him. They especially mocked Him that if He indeed was the Son of God, He must have the power to save Himself and at least God would not sit by and watch His Son being crucified unto death.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Though believers are the children of God, God still does not always deliver us from sufferings. The apostle Paul deeply pleased God, but Paul suffered much more than us. 

2) Natural men do not know the spiritual principle. The greatest power of those who are spiritual is to control them and restrict them. Those who are truly of spirit can do all things through Christ who strengthens them (see Pill. 4:13). However, they do not do many things because they seek the profit of others, but not their own profit (see 1Cor. 10:23-24, 33). 

3) It is the manifestation of the Son of God that He does not do what He is “able to do” (see John. 5:19, 30; 8:28). Moreover, those who truly believe in God not only believe that God will do something for them but also believe that God always does not do something for them. The greatest faith is to commit oneself unto God and believe that whether God does something or not depends on God Himself, and we shall merely thanks God for His goodwill (see Matt. 11:25-27; 1Thess. 5:18).

Mark. 15:33 “Now when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.”

YLT: “And the sixth hour having come, darkness came over the whole land till the ninth hour,”

Literal Meaning: “from the sixth hour until the ninth hour”: from twelve o’clock at noon to three o’clock in the afternoon. 

    The Lord Jesus was crucified at the third hour (nine o’clock in the morning) (see v.25) and therefore there were six hours from the third hour to the ninth hour. In the first three hours, He suffered the pain of being persecuted and being mocked. In the next three hours, He suffered the pain of being judged and being forsaken. 


Spiritual Meaning: “there was darkness over all the land.” ---- “Darkness” symbolizes that God hid His face from Him and forsook Him. The Lord Jesus was forsaken by God because He bore sins of men. It showed how horrible the sins that He bore were.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) May all the believers realize the horribleness of sins and preciousness of the presence of God. 

2) “There was darkness over all the land.” ---- It showed our sin, sins and all dark and negative things were judged and dealt with by God with the Lord on the cross. 

Mark. 15:34 “And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" which is translated, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" ”


YLT: “and at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a great voice, saying, `Eloi, Eloi, lamma sabachthani?' which is, being interpreted, `My God, my God, why didst Thou forsake me?'”


Literal Meaning: “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” ---- “Eli, Eli” is Hebrew and “lama sabachthani” is Aramaic. 

  “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” ---- Jesus, standing in the position of a sinner on the cross at that time, bore our sins (see 1Pet. 2:24; Is. 53:6) and had made Him sin for us (see 2Cor. 5:21). Therefore the righteous God had to forsake Him (see Ps. 22:19). The Lord Jesus was with God all His life and was forsaken by God in those three hours. This was the extreme pain of the Son of God and therefore He cried out with such a loud voice.
Mark. 15:35 “Some of those who stood by, when they heard that, said, "Look, He is calling for Elijah!" ”


YLT: “And certain of those standing by, having heard, said, `Lo, Elijah he doth call;'”


Literal Meaning: “this Man is calling for Elijah!” ---- “Elijah” was the forerunner of the Messiah in the hearts of the Jews. Those who were present heard Jesus call “Eli” and misunderstood that He was calling “Elijah”.
Mark. 15:36 “Then someone ran and filled a sponge full of sour wine, put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink, saying, "Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to take Him down." ”


YLT: “and one having run, and having filled a spunge with vinegar, having put also on a reed, was giving him to drink, saying, `Let alone, let us see if Elijah doth come to take him down.'”


Literal Meaning: “sour wine”, the sour wine was used to refresh oneself and quench one’s thirst for the common people and soldiers at that time. They showed mocked Him by offering the reed filled with sour wine to Jesus (see Luke. 23:36). They did not expect that their behavior made the prophecy of the Old Testament be fulfilled (see Ps. 69:21; John. 19:28-29). In the last moment before the Lord Jesus breathed His last, He was still mocked and derided by men. It shows that both of the words and deeds of men are exactly in God’s foreknowledge and predestination.

Mark. 15:37 “And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last.”


YLT: “And Jesus having uttered a loud cry, yielded the spirit,”


Literal Meaning: “cried out with a loud voice”, man was often totally exhausted and breathed his last in a coma without any voice when he was crucified on the cross. However, the Lord Jesus still had strength to cry out, which manifested that His death was distinct from the common people (see v.39).

“Breathed His last”, note that all the four Gospels do not mention that the Lord Jesus “died”, but that He breathed His last (see Matt. 27:50; Luke 23:46), or “He yielded up His spirit” (see John. 10:18; 19:30), showing that His death was not because of natural reasons or the exhaustion of strength, but was that He yielded up His spirit unto God. 
Mark. 15:38 “Then the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”


YLT: “and the veil of the sanctuary was rent in two, from top to bottom,”


The Background: the veil of the temple is the veil of inner layer dividing the holy place and the most holy (see Exod. 26:33). In the times of the Old Testament, no one could enter the most holy, except for the high priest who entered in with blood through the veil once a year (see Heb. 9:7).


Literal Meaning: the veil in the temple, made of blue, and purple, and crimson, and fine linen (see 2Chron. 3:14), was very thick and firm and was uneasy to be broken. No wonder that when the priests saw it, they felt it was far above the ordinary. There were even many priest believing the Lord (see Acts 6:7).


Spiritual Meaning: “the veil of the temple”, it typified the body of the Lord. “Was torn in two”, it typified that the body of the Lord was broken for us and therefore He opened a new and living way so that we could have boldness to enter into the holiest by Him and come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need (see Heb. 10:19-20; 4:16). 

There was cherubim made on the veil (see Ex. 26:31), which typified the entire creature. When the veil was broken, the cherubim on it would also be broken at the same time, symbolizing the all-inclusive death of Christ ---- when Christ died, the entire creature of us was also crucified with Him on the cross together (see Gal. 2:20; Rom. 6:6).

“From top to bottom”, it showed that the death of the cross was done by God from above. The fact that we have died with the Lord together had already been early done by God


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christ is our way (See John. 14:6); only through Him are we able to come to God.

2) When the Lord breathed His last on the cross (v.37), the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, showing that the power of the cross would not be manifested until the experience of the cross had come to the height. Though we are often brought into the experience of the cross, we are unwilling to die until we have breathed the last. No wonder that the great power of the cross is difficult to be manifested sufficiently. 

Mark. 15:39 “So when the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said, "Truly this Man was the Son of God!" ”


YLT: “and the centurion who was standing over-against him, having seen that, having so cried out, he yielded the spirit, said, `Truly this man was Son of God.'”


Literal Meaning: since the centurion often saw the condition when those who were crucified breathing their last (see the commentary of verse 37), when he saw the unusual phenomenon of the Lord Jesus, he firmly believed that he was not a common person, but the Son of God.  


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The centurion said, “Truly this Man was the Son of God!” It was not because he saw Him descending from the cross (v.32), but he saw the testimony of Him who obeyed unto death. The true power of the gospel is here. 

2) The centurion stood for the gentile unbelievers. Since they saw the effect of the Lord’s death and resurrection, they had to admit that, “truly this was the Son of God.” The most effective way for believers to preach the glad tidings is to let others see the death of the Lord on us ---- to display the fact that the cross of Christ had done on us before others ---- thus, if men see “the marks of the Lord Jesus” in our bodies (see Gal. 6:17), they will surely see that, “truly this was the Son of God.”

Mark. 15:40 “There were also women looking on from afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses, and Salome, ”


YLT: “And there were also women afar off beholding, among whom was also Mary the Magdalene, and Mary of James the less, and of Joses, and Salome,”


Literal Meaning: “Mary Magdalene”, the Lord Jesus had ever cast off seven unclean demons out of her (see 16:9; Luke 8:2).

“Mary the mother of James and Joses”, it was Mary the mother of Jesus (see Matt. 13:55; 27:56).

    “And Salome”, he might be the mother of Zebedee’s sons” (see Matt. 27:56). It was said that she was the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus (see John. 19:25).
Mark. 15:41 “who also followed Him and ministered to Him when He was in Galilee, and many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.”


YLT: “(who also, when he was in Galilee, were following him, and were ministering to him,) and many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.”


Enlightenment in the Word: these women represented common and weak believers who are despised by others. They always followed and served the Lord quietly and when other disciples forsook the Lord and fled (See Matt. 26:56), they kept following the Lord until the cross, i.e. following the Lord until the death. Therefore they could bear witness of His death and resurrection (see Acts. 3:15). If we want to be the Lord’s witnesses, we have to follow Him until the death.  

Mark. 15:42 “Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath,”


YLT: “And now evening having come, seeing it was the preparation, that is, the fore-sabbath,”


Literal Meaning: “when evening had come”, “evening” in the original referred to the time from dusk to evening. The Sabbath of the Jews was counted from six o’clock after the sunset of that day (Friday), so this day could still be counted as “the day before the Sabbath”.

    “It was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath”, the Sabbath was from six o’clock after the sunset of that day (Friday) to six o’clock after the sunset of the next day (Saturday). Since the Jews could not act or work on the Sabbath at will, they had to make preparations in the previous day, which was called “the Preparation Day”.

Mark. 15:43 “Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. ”


YLT: “Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable counsellor, who also himself was waiting for the reign of God, came, boldly entered in unto Pilate, and asked the body of Jesus.”


Literal Meaning: “Joseph of Arimathea”, “Arimathea” was a small town on the side of mount Ephraim, about twenty miles away from Jerusalem in the northwest.

“A prominent council member”, it showed that he was of social reputation. “Council member” referred to his status in the council (see Luke 23:50-51).       

“Who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God”, Joseph, like Nicodemus, was a disciple of Jesus in secret (see John. 3:19:38-39). He was courageous to show his identity because he was moved by the love of the Lord who died for us on the cross.
Mark. 15:44 “Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time.”


YLT: “And Pilate wondered if he were already dead, and having called near the centurion, did question him if he were long dead,”


Literal Meaning: “Pilate marveled that He was already dead”, it usually cost two or three days for a crucified man to breath his last. The Lord Jesus was already dead without his legs being broken (see John 19:33), so Pilate marveled deeply at such unusual situation. 

The reason why the Lord Jesus died so quickly was that:

1. The Lord Jesus was very infirm in the flesh. He was crucified in weakness (see 2Cor. 13:4).

2. The judgment of God upon Him was rather heavy, because God had laid on Him all the sins of the world (see Is. 53:6).

3. The power of death attacked Him fiercely, for His death was the final decisive battle against the devil that had the might of death. Nevertheless, He still overcame the final enemy, namely, death (see Heb. 2:14; 1Cor. 15:26). 

Mark. 15:45 “So when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.”


YLT: “and having known from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.”

Mark. 15:46 “Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. ”


YLT: “And he, having brought fine linen, and having taken him down, wrapped him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre that had been hewn out of a rock, and he rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre,”


Literal Meaning: “which he had hewn out of the rock”, this tomb was not hewn under the earth but hew out of the rock. 

 Spiritual Meaning: the tomb where the Lord was buried was originally hewn by Joseph for himself (see Matt. 27:60), typifying that the old men of believers had been crucified with the Lord Jesus and buried into death by baptism (see Rom. 6:3-6; Col. 2:12). Therefore the body in the tomb could also refer to the old men and old members of believers. 

    Rolling a large stone against the door of the tomb means stopping the dead old men from acting again (see Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9) and preventing our members being yielded as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin (see Rom. 6:13).

Enlightenment in the Word: “he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth”, the behavior of believers should be clean, holy, gentle and well-balanced and we should not let sin reign in our mortal body (see Rom. 6:12).

Mark. 15:47 “And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He was laid.”


YLT: “and Mary the Magdalene, and Mary of Joses, were beholding where he is laid.”

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Death of the Bondman the Savior】

E. He Received the Judgment of Death:

i. The reason why the Lord was delivered to the governor ---- the council had no right to put any man to death (v.1);

ii. He did not defend for Himself (v.2-5).

iii. We the prisoners of death were released because He was appointed to death (v.6-15).

F. He Received the Punishment of Death:

i. He bore the humiliation of the cross (v.16-20).

ii. Filling up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in the flesh (v.21);

iii. He experienced the suffering of the cross (v.22-28).

iv. He was mocked by men on the cross (v.29-32).

v. He was forsaken by God on the cross (v.33-36).

G. The Phenomenon of His Death:
i. The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom ---- the Lord’s death opened the way to God (v.38).

ii. The centurion confessed that He was the Son of God ---- the Lord’s death was unusual as that of others (v.39). 

【Men’s Treatment Towards the Lord】

F. Religious leaders were determined to reject Him because of envy (v.1-10).

G. The crowd would rather keep the robber than the Lord (v.11-14).

H. Pilate condemned Him to death (v.15).

I. Soldiers mocked Him (v.27-31).

J. Joseph appeared to bury the Lord after His death (v.43-46).

【The King of the Jews】

A. Pilate asked Jesus, "Are You the King of the Jews?" (v.2a)

B. Jesus answered and said to him, "It is as you say.", which meant that He admitted that He is “the King of the Jews” (v.2b).

C. The Jews accused Jesus of calling Him “the King of the Jews” (v.12).

D. The Roman soldiers saluted Him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" (v.18).

E. The inscription of His accusation was written above: THE KING OF THE JEWS (v.26). 

【Five Kinds of Men Under the Cross】

A. Who was forced to take the cross of the Lord (v.21). 

B. Soldiers who gave Him sour wine mingled with gall and divided His garments, casting lots and kept watch over Him (v.23-24). 

C. Pilate who wrote the accusation of the Lord (v.26).

D. Those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads (29-30).

E. The priests and scribes who mocked Him (v.31-32a).

F. The robber who was crucified with Him at the same time and mocked Him (v.32b).

G. Those who waited to see whether Elijah would come (v.35-36).

H. The centurion who bore witness that the Lord is the Son of God (v.39).

I. Women who followed Him and ministered to Him when He was in Galilee (v.40-41).

【Joseph of Arimathea】

A. Who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God (v.43a);

B. Who came and took courage to ask Pilate for the body of Jesus (v.43b);

C. Who stretched himself in the matters of burying the Lord (v.46);

Mark Chapter Sixteen
I. Content of the Chapter

【The Resurrection and Ascension of the Bondman the Savior】

BR. His declaration of the resurrection (v.1-8);

BS. His manifestation after the resurrection (v.9-13);

BT. The mission entrusted with the disciples (v.14-18);

BU. He still worked with His disciples after His ascension (v.19-20);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Mark. 16:1 “Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him.”

YLT: “And the sabbath having past, Mary the Magdalene, and Mary of James, and Salome, bought spices, that having come, they may anoint him,” 
The Background: according to the funeral custom of the Jews, the corpse should be bound up in linen with the spices, and the head should be wrapped by napkin (see 11:44).
Literal Meaning: “after the Sabbath”, the Sabbath ended at sunset of Saturday.

  “Bought spices”, they did not have business dealings on the Sabbath. They had bought the spices before the sunset of Friday (see Luke 23:56).

  “That they might come and anoint Him”, obviously, they did not expect that the Lord would rise again. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome”, these three women followed the Lord until the cross (see 15:40) and were the last ones who left the tomb (see 15:47) and the first came to the tomb. Therefore, they could represent those who were so attracted by the Lord that they loved and sought the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though the Lord Jesus had died, the three sisters came to the tomb to anoint Him because of loving Him, showing that their love had transcended death and was stronger than death (see Song 8:6).

2) They had not anointed the body of the Lord Jesus finally, for she had risen! Therefore, he who desires to anoint the Lord should catch the opportunity (see 14:3-4). Once one has missed the chance, it will be too late to repent. If we love the Lord, we shall catch every chance to love Him without delay. 

Mark. 16:2 “Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen.”

YLT: “and early in the morning of the first of the sabbaths, they come unto the sepulchre, at the rising of the sun,” 

Literal Meaning: “the first day of the week”, there were seven days a week according to the Jewish calendar, and the seventh day was the Sabbath (see Gen 2:2-3). Therefore, the Sabbath was the last day of a week, and the next day was a new beginning of another week, i.e. Sunday, also “the Lord’s day” called by Christians (see Rev 1:10). The Jews took Sunday as “the first day of the week”, and believers in the New Testament called Sunday “the Lord’s day” in order to remember the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (see Acts 20:7; 1Cor 16:2).

Spiritual Meaning: “the first day of the week”, it symbolized the beginning of a new age. The burial of the Lord had finished the old creation, and the resurrection of the Lord had brought about the new creation.

  “When the sun had risen”, it symbolized that the Lord’s life had broken through the power of darkness and brought those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death the dayspring from on high (see 4:16; Luke 1:78-79).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord Jesus rose in “the first day of the week”, symbolizing that the resurrection of Christ had brought a new beginning. The old things had passed away. Behold all things have become new (2Cor 5:17).

2) “When the sun had risen”, whenever we believers live in the old creation, we will live in darkness. And whenever we live in the new creation, we will enter the spiritual early morning.

3) The Lord rose “the third day” after His suffering (see Matt.16:21; 17:23; 20:19). In the creation of God in Genesis, it was also in the third day that there was life (see Gen 1:11-13). Therefore, that the Lord rose in the third day symbolized the manifestation of the life of God.

4) The Lord said: “I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)”. Resurrection has revealed not only He is the Lord of life (see Acts 3:15), but also that life has sorrowed up the death (2Cor 4:10-11; 5:4).

Mark. 16:3 “And they said among themselves, "Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?" ”

YLT: “and they said among themselves, `Who shall roll away for us the stone out of the door of the sepulchre?'” 
The Background: at that time, a rich man’s tomb was a stone cave chiseled out of a rock, looking like a house which had a stone bed, stone tables and stone chairs for the purpose of mourning for the dead. There was a low rectangle groove used to put the body with the spices. The entrance of the stone cave was blocked by a big round stone in a track chiseled out of a bedrock. Only strong men could roll away the stone out of the door of the sepulcher.

Enlightenment in the Word: if we love and serve the Lord, we will be confronted with many difficulties and obstacles (like the big stone). However, we shall not worry how to resolve it. 

Mark. 16:4 “But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away--for it was very large.”

YLT: “And having looked, they see that the stone hath been rolled away -- for it was very great,” 

Literal Meaning: “the stone had been rolled away”, the purpose of the stone’s being rolled away was not letting the Lord Jesus come out (for He had no such demand), but making the women come in (see v.5).

Spiritual Meaning: “the stone had been rolled away”, it symbolized that the risen power had removed all the obstacles, thus manifesting the risen life.

Enlightenment in the Word: if we advance bravely without escaping all the difficulties and afflictions, we will find that many difficulties (stone) have been already taken away.

Mark. 16:5 “And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.”

YLT: “and having entered into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right hand, arrayed in a long white robe, and they were amazed.” 

Literal Meaning: “saw a young man sitting on the right side”, the young man who the angle rolling away the big stone (see Matt. 28:2). When the Lord was born, there was an angle announcing the glad tidings of great joy (see Luke 2:10). When the Lord rose from the death, there was also the angle coming to prove the fact. Both of them were earthshaking matters, so there were angles coming to announce the good news and let all that dwell in the earth hear and see. 

Mark. 16:6 “But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. ”

YLT: “And he saith to them, `Be not amazed, ye seek Jesus the Nazarene, the crucified: he did rise -- he is not here; lo, the place where they laid him!” 

Meaning of Words: “risen”: awake, rise; 
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.” ---- If any one love God, he is known of Him (1Cor. 8:3).

2) As long as we have only a little readiness of heart toward the Lord, we must be accepted by Him (2Cor. 8:12).

3) “He is risen! He is not here.” ---- Though He had been put in the tomb, the tomb was by no means His destination. Likewise, we will die, but death is not our destination. 

4) Death could not lock Him as the tomb cannot hold Him (see Acts. 2:24). Believers also cannot remain in the places of death. Since we have already had this life of resurrection, we should usually have the experience that “death is swallowed up of life”. 

5) If Christ is not risen, then our faith is vain (1Cor. 15:14) because:

1. The Lord Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power, by the resurrection form the dead (Rom. 1:4).

2. God has proved that the Lord Jesus is the Son of God to us His children, in that He has raised up Jesus (Acts. 13:33; Ps. 2:7). 

3. Jesus was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification (Rom. 4:25). 

4. If Christ is not raised, we are yet in our sins (1Cor. 15:17). 

5. Christ was raised from the dead, and became the first-fruits of them that slept. Even so in Christ shall all be made alive (1Cor. 15:20-23). 

6. If believers won’t be risen, in this life we only have hope in Christ and we are of all men most miserable (1Cor. 15:19).

Mark. 16:7 “But go, tell His disciples--and Peter--that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you." ”

YLT: “and go, say to his disciples, and Peter, that he doth go before you to Galilee; there ye shall see him, as he said to you.'” 

Literal Meaning: “but go, tell His disciples--and Peter”, only Mark recorded the words “and Peter” in the four Gospels. For the Gospel of Mark was dictated by Peter and written by Mark. Others might not take particular notice of the words of “and Peter”, but Peter felt so comforted and encouraged when hearing these words. Peter failed and stumbled three days before ---- he even denied the Lord three times (see 14:66-72). Since he had committed such serious faults, he feared that the Lord Jesus would deny him (see Matt. 10:33). However, he did not expect that the Lord specially mentioned his name after His resurrection, showing that He had completely forgiven him. Therefore, so many years later, when Peter recounted the situation at that time, he could still not forget the gracious words of “and Peter”. 

“He is going before you into Galilee”. ---- It was to remind the disciples what the Lord had said after the Feast of the Passover (see 14:28).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Even the faults as serious as Peter had committed were forgiven by the Lord. Our iniquities or offences will also be forgiven by the Lord. What is really important is that one shall climb up again and walk ahead after being stumbled. One shall never abandon himself with the thought of being forsaken by the Lord!

2) Many times, the Lord may be more concerned about the believers who are weak and stumbled. When we are stumbled and have no strength to draw near to the Lord, we shall remember the words of “and Peter” ---- it is also “and you” and “and I”. 

3) The witness of resurrection strengthens those who are of the Lord and makes them be firm (see 1Cor. 15:58), and also leads men to meet the Lord Himself. Therefore we should not only pursue to see and experience the risen Christ, but also bear witness of His resurrection (see Acts. 3:15). 

4) The risen Christ is the common message of the angel and human beings. Those who are in heaven and on earth should try their best to declare Him. 

5) The message of resurrection were unexpectedly told to the strong apostles by weak women ---- in the church we should learn to be humble and modestly receive spiritual provision from any brother or sister. 

6) “He is going before you into Galilee.” ---- The Lord, like a shepherd, walks in front of the folk of sheep. He is our forerunner and shall bring many sons unto glory (see Heb. 2:10). 

7) “Into Galilee”, when the bondman the savior began His ministry on this earth, He started to work in Galilee of the Gentiles (see Matt. 4:12-17) instead of Jerusalem the Holy City. After His resurrection, He went to Galilee instead of Jerusalem, showing that He completely rejected the earthly Judaism and preached the salvation of the New Testament to the Gentiles.

Mark. 16:8 “So they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. ”

YLT: “And, having come forth quickly, they fled from the sepulchre, and trembling and amazement had seized them, and to no one said they anything, for they were afraid.” 
Literal Meaning: “they said nothing to anyone”, this was their immediate reaction at that time, and they told it to the disciples afterwards (see Luke 24:9).

  “For they were afraid”, there are three reasons for their “being afraid”:

1. The glorious and dreadful countenance of the angel made them trembled (see v.3-4).

2. Since hat they had seen was quite extraordinary, they were astonished. 

3. If they told it to others, their words might be appeared in their eyes as an idle tale (see Luke 24:11). 

Mark. 16:9 “Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons.”

YLT: “And he, having risen in the morning of the first of the sabbaths, did appear first to Mary the Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven demons;” 

Meaning of Words: “rise”: lift up, raise up (the word is different from “be risen” in verse 6); 
The Background: in many old scriptures, there was no the paragraph from verse nine to verse twenty. Therefore, some bible exegetes thought that the Gospel of Mark ended in verse 8. Perhaps, the end of this book might have been lost and the paragraph of this scripture was added by others when they copied it. However, the editor held that the canonic New Testament was confirmed under the sovereignty of God in the early days of the church and was passed down up to now. We believers should regard this paragraph as the word of God without any criticism. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) After the Lord’s resurrection, He did not firstly reveal Himself to His great disciples like Peter, James and John, but to the infirm Mary, out of whom He had cast seven demons. Many believers usually believe that only those experienced and renowned spiritual elders can meet the Lord. However, it is some unknown and ordinary believers that often meet the Lord.

2) We should never despise the young and infirm brothers or sisters. Sometimes, there are precious experiences in them that can help us to know the Lord. 

3) Why did the Lord firstly reveal to Mary Magdalene? The only cause was her love toward the Lord (see 14:21):

1. Because of her love to the Lord, she followed Him from Galilee all the way, served Him and followed till the cross (see 15:40-41).

2. When the Lord was buried after His death, Mary was one of those who left the tomb in the end (see 15:47; Matt 27:61).

3. Men could do nothing on the Sabbath, and she was one of those who came to the tomb firstly after the Sabbath (see v.1; Matt 28:1).

4. When others saw the empty tomb, they returned. However, only Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping. Such earnest longing and love to the Lord made the Lord could not help revealing to her earlier (see v.9-18).

4) Though Mary had not anointed the risen Lord because of her ignorance, the Lord still revealed to her, indicating that he who loves the Lord truly can know the Lord most easily. Though we are less intelligent than others, if we love the Lord with our whole heart, the Lord will still make us know Him. 

Mark. 16:10 “She went and told those who had been with Him, as they mourned and wept.”

YLT: “she having gone, told those who had been with him, mourning and weeping;” 

Literal Meaning: “as they mourned and wept”, it showed that they were weeping in despair for the sake of the death of the Lord Jesus.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “She went and told those who had been with Him”, we may earnestly look forward to share all the knowledge and experience in the risen Christ with other saints.

2) “As they mourned and wept”, he who knows only the death of Christ cannot avoid weeping. However, the knowledge and experience in the risen Christ will bring us hope and joy.

Mark. 16:11 “And when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe.”

YLT: “and they, having heard that he is alive, and was seen by her, did not believe.” 
Meaning of Words: “see”: behold, see carefully; “did not believe”: refuse to believe;
Mark. 16:12 “After that, He appeared in another form to two of them as they walked and went into the country.”

YLT: “And after these things, to two of them, as they are going into a field, walking, he was manifested in another form,” 

Spiritual Meaning: “He appeared in another form to two of them”, they were the two disciples who left Jerusalem and went to Emmaus (see Luke 24:13), typifying believers who went downhill in their spiritual way. 

Mark. 16:13 “And they went and told it to the rest, but they did not believe them either.”

YLT: “and they having gone, told to the rest; not even them did they believe.” 
Meaning of Words: “believe”: trust;
Mark. 16:14 “Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.”

YLT: “Afterwards, as they are reclining (at meat), he was manifested to the eleven, and did reproach their unbelief and stiffness of heart, because they believed not those having seen him being raised;” 

Literal Meaning: “the eleven as they sat at the table”, Judas Iscariot among the twelve had committed suicide by hanging at this time (see Matt. 27:5).

  “Because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen”, it indicated that they did not believe the witness borne by saints of the resurrection of the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The hardening of heart is the main reason for unbelief.

2) The Lord rebuked those disciples not because they did not see the Lord personally but that they did not believe the testimony borne by those who had seen the risen Lord. Therefore, we should not overlook the testimony of Christ borne by saints, lest be rebuked by the Lord.

Mark. 16:15 “And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”

YLT: “and he said to them, `Having gone to all the world, proclaim the good news to all the creation;” 

Literal Meaning: “preach the gospel to every creature”, “every creature” refers to not only all the nations but also all things. All things had fallen and been corrupted on account of men, and had lost the harmonious relationship with God (see Gen. 6:11-13). Therefore, all the creature has been made subject to vanity and groans together and travails in pain together (see Rom. 8:20-22). Today, all things have been reconciled with God by the redemption accomplished by the death and resurrection of the savior the Lord Jesus (see Col. 1:20). Therefore, we believers should not only preach the gospel to “all the nations” but also manifest the testimony of life worthy of the gospel (see 1Cor. 4:9; 11:10; Phil. 1:27) before “all the creature” (especially the spiritual ones).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord manifested first, and entrusted the mission afterwards. The Lord entrusted the mission of preaching the gospel to the disciples face to face in the manifestation of His resurrection, for all the power to fulfill the divine mission completely rested in the manifestation of te risen Christ.

2) Only those who have seen the manifestation of the risen Christ are those who are really entrusted with the divine mission as well as those who can really fulfill the divine mission.

Mark. 16:16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

YLT: “he who hath believed, and hath been baptized, shall be saved; and he who hath not believed, shall be condemned.” 

Literal Meaning: “He who believes and is baptized will be saved”, “believe” refers to the internal fact of men ---- who receive the Lord Jesus into them by opening their heart (see John 1:12). “Baptize” is the external acts of men ---- whose faith is manifested by the fact of being immersed into the water. 

  Note that here it does not say “he who has believed and been saved will be baptized”, but that “He who believes and is baptized will be saved”. Therefore, here “believing” and “being baptized” are taken as two conditions of being saved. If we want to know the meaning of this sentence, we should know the real meaning of “being saved”. In fact, “being saved” in the scripture can be divided into two sorts:

1. Being saved eternally (being saved from sins) ---- that is to obtain the eternal life and avoid the eternal perdition. The condition is faith only (see John 3:16), and being baptized is not needed.

2. Being saved in this age (being saved from the world) ---- believers who have been born again everyday face the difficulty of the condition, the enticement of the world, the temptation of the enemy Satan, the evil of the flesh, the infirmity of soul and etc. when they still live on the earth. Therefore, we still need to be saved (see 2Cor. 1:10). The condition is not only faith but also being baptized. Faith positively enables us to obtain the help of the spirit of Jesus Christ (see Phil. 1:19) and to let the power of the Christ dwell upon us (see 2Cor. 12:9). Being baptized delivers us from the entanglement of the old man (see Rom. 6:3-7) and the attack of the power of the darkness (which is typified by the situation that the Egyptian host were covered under the water of the Red Sea, see Ex. 14:22-30).

    “But he who does not believe will be condemned.” ---- The reason for “being condemned” is “not believing”, not “not being baptized”. Because as long as one has faith, he will obtain the eternal life and be delivered from the eternal condemnation (see John 3:18).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The salvation does not only deliver us from the hell in the future but also save us from the world today.

2) The faith of the Lord makes us be saved in the sight of God. Being baptized makes us be saved in the sight of the world.

3) The faith of the Lord makes us have the divine life. Being baptized changes our daily life. 

4) “He who believes and is baptized”, it shows that one shall believe first and be baptized afterwards. If one who does not believe is baptized (e.g. the baptism of a baby), there will be of no effect before God. 

5) If one who believes the Lord refuses to be baptized, his faith has no apparent evidence or assurance, so it is still not enough. No wonder that he cannot sufficiently enjoy the goodness of the salvation. 

Mark. 16:17 “And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;”

YLT: “`And signs shall accompany those believing these things; in my name demons they shall cast out; with new tongues they shall speak;” 

Meaning of Words: “follow”: follow near, trace out (the root of the word is the same as that of the word “the Comforter” or “with”); “sign”: indication; “new”: it is a kind of new concerning the nature; 

Literal Meaning: “these signs will follow those who believe”, it means that signs can be manifested at any time in those who “believe”; sign” refer to the mark of God. All the works done by God or out of God are signs.

  “Speak with new tongues”, the so-called “new tongues” referred to that tongue that they had never spoken, namely, “other tongues” or “various dialects” (Acts 2:4-11). The structure, tone color and tone of these tongues were totally “new” to them.

Controversial Clarification: “those who believe… will speak with new tongues”, according to this verse, someone of the Charismatic Movement emphasized that all those who believed could speak tongues and he who could not speak tongues had not been saved. This saying has misinterpreted the Bible, and the reasons are as follows: 

1. Believing the Lord is the only condition for obtaining the salvation (see the commentary of verse 16). And the joy of the salvation is the clearest proof and no other phenomenon is needed. 

2. Here the Lord mentioned five sorts of signs. Speaking with new tongues was only one kind of it. If believers can be counted as being saved as long as they can speak with new tongues, they should likewise be able to do other four kinds of signs. Therefore, we should not focus on merely one of the total five signs. 

3. All the tongues in the Bible refer to meaningful languages, which can be interpreted by those who understand (see 1Cor. 14:27). They are by no means the empty, monotonous and meaningless “tongues” in the Charismatic Movement. The truthfulness of the “tongues they interpret” is rather unreliable. 

4. Since the Lord had commanded them to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature (see v.15), He would surely give them great power to enable them to speak the tongues that they had never spoken. This promise had been fulfilled in the day of Pentecost (see Acts 2:1-2).

5. We believer that this promise is also effective to believers of later generations. When it is necessary, we may also be able to speak the tongue that we can never say before. And yet the purpose is to preach the gospel to glorify the Lord, not to satisfy or even show off ourselves. 

Spiritual Meaning: “In My name they will cast out demons”, it typifies overcoming the power of darkness in Christ.

“They will speak with new tongues”, it typifies the difficulties in the communication of men (including the expression in languages and the interchanges of thoughts and concepts) can only be settled in Christ.

Mark. 16:18 “they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." ”

YLT: “serpents they shall take up; and if any deadly thing they may drink, it shall not hurt them; on the ailing they shall lay hands, and they shall be well.'” 

Literal Meaning: except for the fourth sign ---- “if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them”, all the other four sorts of signs from verse 17 to18 have the actual examples in the Book of Acts, e.g.: (a) casting off the demons (Acts 16:18); (b) speaking with the tongues (Acts. 2:4); (c) taking up the serpent with one’s hands (Acts. 28:3-6); (4) healing the sick (Acts. 3:7);

Spiritual Meaning: “they will take up serpents”, “serpents” typifies the devil (see Rev. 12:9) and those who are of the devil (see Matt. 3:7; Ps. 140:1-3). Therefore, it indicates that those who are in Christ can dominate and control the devil and those who are of it.

“And if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them”, it shows that one in Christ will be kept out of the harm of poisonous evilness. 

“They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover”. ---- It indicates that in Christ men’s the sickness of the spirit, the soul and the body will be healed, and thus they will be kept in health, and their soul will be prosperous (3John v.2).

Mark. 16:19 “So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God.”

YLT: “The Lord, then, indeed, after speaking to them, was received up to the heaven, and sat on the right hand of God;” 

Literal Meaning: “sat down at the right hand of God”, the word “sit” showed that His work on the earth had come to a conclusion and so He sat down to enjoy the rest. “Right hand” is the most honorable position (see 14:62; Ps. 110:1). 

Mark. 16:20 “And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.”

YLT: “and they, having gone forth, did preach everywhere, the Lord working with , and confirming the word, through the signs following. Amen.” 

Literal Meaning: the previous verse mentioned that the Lord’ work on the earth had come to a conclusion, so He “He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God”. This verse told us that another stage of the Lord’s work on the earth was carried out by the church, namely, His mysterious body. Such kind of work would be “greater” than His work in the past (see John 14:12).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord was not only with them, but also “worked with them”.

2) “The Lord working with them”, it proved that what they did was the work of the Lord. What we are doing should be counted as the Lord’s work, and then we will enjoy the Lord’s working with us.

3) No matter how men work, they are just men’s works. However, once the Lord works (i.e. the Lord works with us), there will be “signs”, for He is God.

4) The purpose of signs is neither meeting men’s curiosity nor raising men’s wonderment, but “confirming the word”. What God does is for the purpose of what He has said. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Example of Love】

H. Prepared the spices (v.1) ---- they had the readiness as well as the practice of devotion to the Lord;

I. Came to the tomb very early in the morning (v.2) ---- they paid the cost to go to the Lord;

J. Saw the stone had been rolled away (v.3-4) ---- they enjoyed the heavenly help;

K. Saw a young man (v.5) ---- they saw the angle of God;

L. He said to them, “do not be alarmed.” (v.6a) ---- he brought heavenly comfort;

M. They knew the heavenly mystery (v.6b-v.7);

N. They saw the Lord Himself (v.9);

【The Significance and Function of Believing】

A. He who does not believe will be reproved by the Lord (v.11-14).

B. He who believes and is baptized will be saved (v.16a).

C. He who does not believe will be condemned (v.16b).

D. Signs will follow those who believe (v.17-18):

1. In the Lord’s name they will cast out demons ---- to overcome the power of Darkness.

2. They will speak with new tongues ---- to overcome the worldly differences;

3. They will take up serpents ---- to overcome the devices of Satan;

4. If they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them ---- to overcome the harm of poison; 

5. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover ---- to overcome the infirmity of the flesh;

【The Mission, Promise and Confirmation of the Risen Lord】

A. The Mission of the Risen Lord ---- “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (v.15).

B. The Promise of the Risen Lord ---- “signs will follow those who believe” (v.17-18).  

C. The Confirmation of the Risen Lord ---- “the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs” (v.20).

General Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons of the Book 
【How to Be a Bondman of God Seeing from the Book of Mark?】

I. To God:

1. Please God (1:11; 9:7);

2. Work by relying on God all the time ---- pray (1:35; 6:46; 14:34-40);

3. Put all his emphasis on keeping the will of God (3:35; 8:33; 14:36);

4. One shall rely on God in the divine works (6:8-10);

5. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your understanding, and with all your strength (12:30);

II. To Satan:

1. Overcome the temptations of Satan (1:13);

2. Cast off the unclean spirit (1:27, 34);

3. One can cast off the devil by only fasting and prayer (9:29);

III. To Oneself:

1. To deliver oneself unto death ---- to be baptized (1:9);

2. Do not show off oneself ---- say nothing to anyone (1:44; 3:12; 5:43; 7:36; 8:30; 9:30);

3. To deny oneself and take his cross to follow the Lord (8:34);

4. One shall know that the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak ---- watch and pray (14:38);

5. Do not defend for him (15:4-5).

6. One does not do anything for himself ---- the book does not record even one matter that He does for Himself.

IV. To men:

1. One shall follow the Lord and will become fishers of men (1:17).

2. He has full compassion for those who are pitiful (1:41; 6:34; 8:2).

3. He eats and drinks with tax-gatherers and sinners (2:16-17).

4. He is distressed at the hardening of their heart (3:5; 8:11-12).

5. He takes the responsibility of food to those who are hungry ---- Give you them something to eat (6:37).

6. To the religious and worldly leaders ---- beware of the leaven (8:15).

7. To the fellow-workers ---- he shall be last of all, and minister of all (9:35; 10:43-44).

8. To he who does not follow the Lord ---- do not forbid them, for he who is not against us is for us (9:38-40).

9. To a little one who believes ---- do not be a snare to him (9:42).
10.  To all the saints ---- Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another (9:50).
11.  He receives the little child and blesses them with putting his hands upon them (10:14-16).
12.  He sets Himself an example to the disciples (10:32).
13.  He does not come to be ministered to, but to minister (10:45).
14.  To those who have anything against Him ---- forgive their offences (11:25-26).
15.  One shall love your neighbor as yourself (12:31).
V. To things:

1. One shall be diligent ---- be too busy to eat bread (3:20; 6:31).
2. One shall work by faith ---- all things are possible to him that believes (9:23; 10:27; 11:23-24).
【The Example of the Lord’s Worker ---- John the Baptist】

1. He had concentrated mission ---- prepare the way for the Lord (1:2-3).

2. He had uncommon life ---- he was clothed in camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins, and ate locusts and wild honey (1:6).

3. He had humble attitude ---- lead men’s eyes to see Christ (1:7-8).

4. He had moral boldness ---- he dared to rebuke Herod (6:17-29).

5. He had actions likes the Lord ---- men thought he was Jesus (6:14-16; 8:28).

6. He had heavenly message ---- all the people believed that his baptism was from the heaven (11:29-32).

【How to Bring Men Out of the Power of the Devil?】

1. He commands the unclean spirit with authority to hold peace and come out of the man (1:25-27, 34; 5:8).
2. Unless one first binds the strong, and then he will plunder his house (3:27).
3. He rebuked the one that stirred up the wind behind (4:39).
4. He would rather make men lose money than let them be possessed by unclean spirits, because:
a. He had his dwelling among the tombs (5:3a) ---- who is often associated with death, darkness and filth; 
b. And no one could bind him (5:3b) ---- who can be controlled by nobody;
c. Not even with chains or shackles (5:3:c-4a) ---- men’s best way can still not control him;
d. neither could anyone tame him (5:4b) ---- men cannot conquer him by men’s power;

e. Crying out night and day (5:5a) ---- he often says some words of no profit to men;
f. Cutting himself with stones (5:b) ---- he usually does something that hurts himself;
g. He thought he had nothing to do with the Lord (5:6-7a) ---- he would not repent to believe the Lord;
h. He feared that he would be tormented right now (5:7b-8) ---- he only cares about the enjoyment at present, but ignores the punishment in the future;
i. His name is Legion (5:9) ---- he likes to wallow in the mire with others;
j. He would not leave that place (5:10) ---- he likes to linger over filthy places;
k. He entered the swine (5:11-13a) ---- he deals in dirty works;
l. He made the herd run violently down the steep place into the sea (5:13b) ---- he wallows in degeneration;
m. And drowned in the sea (5:13c) ---- he is utterly discredited and his whole life is ruined;
5. One should cast off the devil by prayer and fasting (9:29).
【How to Serve Sinners?】

A. One shall have compassion upon sinners ---- the Lord cleanses the leper (1:40-42).

B. One shall draw near sinners ---- the Lord eats with sinners (2:15-17).

C. One shall serve others by the provision of life (10:45).

D. One shall not protect himself in order to save sinners (15:31).

【How to Serve Those Who Are Hungry?】

A. Men shall have the bowel of mercy (6:34; 8:2).

B. The Lord orders us to give them to eat (6:37).

C. Men shall devote all of them to the Lord ---- Jesus takes them (6:38; 8:5). 

D. Men shall sit before the Lord’s feet at rest (6:39-40).

E. What has been devoted should be blessed by the Lord (6:41a; 8:6a);

F. What has been devoted should be broken by the cross ---- broke (6:41b; 8:6b);

G. What has been devoted shall be the channel of the Lord ---- deliver, set before, distribute (6:41c; 8:6c);

H. The Lord’s provision can meet men’s need ---- they were satisfied (6:42; 8:8a).

I. Men shall not waste the Lord’s grace ---- took up of fragments that remained (6:43a; 8:8b);

J. The Lord’s grace is more than sufficient (6:43b-44; 8:8c-9).

【The Difficulties of Serving God】

A. Being misunderstood by one’s family members in the flesh (3:20);

B. Being despised by men in one’s countryside (6:4);

C. Being rejected and persecuted by those who serve God in name only (8:31);

D. Being treated with contempt by men in the world (9:12);

E. Being questioned by what authority He did these works (11:28);

F. Men schemed to catch Him in His words (12:13).
G. Being betrayed by the closest one (14:10);
H. Being mocked by men (15:29-32);

【Know the Lord Jesus From His Names】

1. The Son of God (1:1; 15:39) ---- who is the manifestation of God;

2. Jesus Christ (1:1) ---- who humbles first and is exalted later;

3. Jesus (1:9) ---- who is God to be men’s savior (or salvation);

4. The beloved Son of God (1:11; 9:7) ---- in whom God has found His delight;

5. The holy one of God (1:24) ---- who is consecrate unto God;

6. Doctor (2:17) ---- who is the healer of men’s spirit, soul and body; 

7. Bridegroom (2:19-20) ---- who is always the ever-fresh reliance and joy;

8. The Son of man (2:10, 28; 8:31, 38; 9:12, 31; 10:45; 13:26, 29) ---- who is the incarnated one;

9. The Lord of the Sabbath (2:28) ---- who gives true rest to men;

10. Teacher (4:38; 9:38; 10:35) ---- who is the teacher of the people of God;

11. The Son of God the Most High (5:7) ---- who is the manifestation of God the Most High;

12. That carpenter (6:3) ---- who builds the dwelling place of God;

13. Shepherd (6:34; 14:27) ---- who is the shepherd of the flock of God;

14. Lord (7:28; 16:20) ---- who is the Lord of all;

15. Christ (8:29; 12:35) ---- who is anointed by the Holy Spirit;

16. Good Teacher (10:17-18) ---- God Himself becomes the teacher.

17. The son of David (10:47; 12:35-37) ---- who is the king of the kingdom (the Messiah);

18. Who comes in the name of the Lord (11:9) ---- who was sent by God to come to the earth; 

19. The son of the lord of the vineyard (12:6-7) ---- who is the inheritor of God’s possessions;

20. The stone which the builders rejected (12:10) ---- who is rejected by the Jewish leaders;

21. The corner-stone (12:10) ---- who is the foundation of the building of the church;

22. The master of the house (13:35) ---- who is the master of God’s house;

23. The Lamb of the Passover (14:12-25) ---- who comes to redeem men’s sins;

24. The Son of the Blessed (14:61) ---- who is the manifestation of the glory of God;

25. The king of the Jews (15:2, 9, 12, 26) ---- who is the king of God’s people;

【The Spiritual Meanings of Signs in the Gospel of Mark】

1. He healed the man by an unclean spirit in the synagogue of Capernaum (1:23-27) ---- indicating that reasons or knowledge cannot deliver men from the power of darkness;

2. He healed the mother-in-law of Simon in Simon’s house (1:29-31) ---- indicating that religious zeal is not real service;

3. He healed a leper (1:40-45) ---- indicating that only the savior Jesus can cleanse men from their the filth of sins;

4. He healed one sick of the palsy in Capernaum (2:1-12) ---- indicating that sin deprives him of the strength of walking in the way of life, and men can only walk after believing the Lord and being forgiven.

5. He healed a man having his hand dried up in the synagogue on the Sabbath (3:1-5) ---- indicating that keeping religious customs is of no use, and only the Lord’s words can help men have normal service.

6. He made the wind and sea cease when passing over the Sea of Galilee (4:35-41) ---- indicating that though the church may be confronted with winds stirred by the devil when passing from the earth to the eternal world, it can still surely pass over onto the other side through faith in the Lord’s presence. 

7. He cast off the unclean spirit into the swine in Gadarenes (5:1-20) ---- indicating that men’s power cannot overcome the power of darkness, and most of the careers easy to make money in the world are filthy in the control of the devil;

8. He healed a certain woman who had had a flux of blood twelve years (5:25-34) ---- indicating that only touch the Lord Jesus by faith can stop the loss of one’s life and restore one’s life;

9. He raised the daughter of Jairus, one of the rulers of the synagogue (5:21-24, 35-43) ---- indicating that religion lacks life. The external zeal is of no use. Once the Lord comes into one’s heart, he will immediately have the risen life.

10. He fed five thousands men with five loaves and two fishes (6:34-44) ---- indicating that men in religion are as sheep not having a shepherd and can not be satisfied. Only the Lord is the bread of life, who can deal with men’s need more than sufficiently.

11. He walked on the sea (6:47-52) ---- indicating that the church in the world often encounters difficulties. However, we have the Lord who prays for us and this Master who transcends all will come again to receive His church.

12. He healed the little daughter of a gentile woman in the borders of Tyre and Sidon (7:24-30) ---- indicating that the Lord’s salvation also comes upon the Gentiles. If we stand on the right position of us and prayer to the Lord boldly, we can also be delivered from sins and the bondage of Satan;

13. He healed a deaf who could not speak right by the Sea of Galilee (7:31-37) ---- indicating that sinners could neither hear God’s words nor speak for God. However, once they have received the Lord’s gospel, they will be able to hear and speak spiritual words.

14. He fed four thousands with seven loaves and a few small fishes (8:1-9) ---- indicating that the Lord’s provision of life is not only bestowed to the Jews but also all the nations on the earth. Men from generation to generation will have part in His boundless fullness and have a surplus;

15. He healed a blind man in Bethsaida (8:22-26) ---- indicating that sinners could not see spiritual things. However their eyes of heart were opened because of the lightening of the Lord’s gospel of glory, and could see increasingly clear.

16. He was transfigured in the high mountain (9:2-8) ---- indicating that those who are of the Lord are brought by the Lord to see the vision of the glory of God’s kingdom and know only Christ is the most one whom God and men love. We have to hear Him only and no longer see any one, but Jesus alone;

17. He healed a child who had a dumb spirit at the foot of the mountain (9:14-29) ---- indicating that when those of the Lord live their life on the earth, they may still be troubled and persecuted by the power of darkness. Only prayer in faith makes us appropriate the power of God’s kingdom to overcome the devil;

18. He healed the blind man Bartimaeus in Jericho (10:46-52) ---- indicating that if one disregards men’s obstruction and catch the opportunity to beseech the Lord through faith, he will obtain spiritual sight and begin to walk in the right way and follow the Lord Jesus all the way.

19. He cursed the fig-tree and made it withered (11:12-14, 20-21) ---- indicating that men of the Lord are supposed to bear fruit of life to satisfy the Lord. However, if they focus on the objective knowledge (leaves) but ignore the subjective experience of life (fruit), they will be forsaken by the Lord and have no use on the earth.

【Know the Religion and Religionists】

1. Religion is used by Satan ---- there was in their synagogue a man by an unclean spirit (1:23).

2. Religion can neither remit one’s sins nor make men walk (2:6-12).

3. Religionists are self-righteous and disdain to be with sinners (2:16).

4. Religionists afflict their souls but do not know the joy with the Lord (2:18-20).

5. Religion means to change men’s corruption in walking though external imitation ---- sew a patch of new cloth on an old garment (2:21).
6. Religion receives spiritual things in the natural old man ---- put new wine into old skins (2:22).
7. Religionists obstinately cling to customs and disregard the need of those who are hungry (2:23-28).

8. Religionists obstinately cling to customs and disregard the need of the one whose hand is withered (3:1-6).

9. Religionists do not know the works of the Holy Spirit (3:22-30).

10. Religionists do not know the mystery of the kingdom of God (4:11-12).

11. Religionists honor God with lips but their heart is far away from God (7:6).
12. Religionists teach teachings commandments of men (7:7).
13. Religionists forsake the commandments of God and hold what is delivered by men (7:8-12).
14. Religionists seek signs from heaven (8:11-12).

15. The teachings of religion are like leavens that corrupt men’s heart (8:15).
16. Religionists persecute the Lord Jesus, thinking they are serving God (8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34; 14:1).

17. Religionists have done to God’s prophets whatever they would (9:13).
18. Religionists only know the letters of the customs but do not know the will of God (10:2-12).

19. Religionists thought one could inherit the eternal life through good works (10:17). 

20. Religionists own large possessions outside of the Lord (10:21-25).
21. Religion is the fig-tree that has leaves only but no fruit (11:13).

22. Religionists make the house of God a den of robbers (11:15-17).
23. Religionists seek how to destroy Jesus (11:18).
24. Religionists dare not confess the heavenly authority (11:30-31).

25. Religionists fear men but do not fear God (11:32).

26. Religionists are unwilling to deliver fruit to God (12:1-5).

27. Religionists forcibly occupy the possessions of God (12:6-8).

28. Religionists cooperate with the worldly authority (12:13-17).

29. Religionists neither understand the Bible nor know the great power of God (12:24).

30. Religionists like to show off their biblical knowledge (12:28-34).

31. Religionists only know the letters of the scriptures but do not know the spiritual meaning (12:35-37).

32. Religionists are arrogant and like vain glory (12:38-39).

33. Religionists devour the houses of widows, and as a pretext make long prayers (12:40).
34. Religionists pretend to be Christ and mislead many people (13:5-6; 21-22).
35. Religionists persecute true believers (13:9).

36. Religionists pretend to be prophets, mislead many people (13:22).
37. Religionists find opportunity to betray the Lord for the sake of money (14:10-11).

38. Religionists accuse Jesus by bearing false witness (14:55-59).

39. Religionists deliver Jesus to crucify Him (15:1; 10-15).

40. Religionists mock Jesus (15:31).

【Know Faith】

1. The origin of faith ---- repent and believe the gospel (1:15);

2. The object of faith ---- believe the power of the Lord (1:40);

3. The effect of faith ---- the remission of sins (2:5);

4. The blocking of faith ---- be fearful (4:40; 5:36);

5. The touching of faith ---- who desires in her heart and touches with her hand (5:25-34);

6. The veil of faith ---- see the Lord according to the appearance (6:1-6);

7. The words of faith ---- because of this word (7:29);

8. The efficiency of faith ---- all things are possible to him that believes. (9:23; 10:27);

9. The strengthening of faith ---- may the Lord help us (9:24);

10. The eyes of faith ---- from hearing the Lord to seeing the Lord (10:47-52);

11. The attitudes of faith ---- without doubt in heart (11:23);

12. The prayer of faith ---- if one receives it, and it shall come to pass for him (11:23-24);

【How to Pray?】

1. One should have prayer when drawing near God in the morning (1:35).

2. A good example of prayer (1:40-42):

a. Prayer without misgivings ---- he “came”;

b. Urgent prayer ---- he “sought”;

c. Humble prayer ---- he “kneeled down”;

d. Obedient prayer ---- “if you will”;

e. Prayer with concentrated purpose ---- “make me clean”;

f. Prayer with big faith ---- “you can”;

g. Effective prayer ---- “he was cleansed”;

3. One shall pay attention to the words of prayer (7:29).

4. One shall sometimes pray and fast together (9:29).

5. One shall prayer with faith (11:23-24).

6. One shall forgive the transgressions of others, then his prayer shall be granted (11:25-26).

7. One shall watch and pray (13:33; 14:38).

8. One shall not pray in his own will but according to God’s will (14:36).

【The Knowledge that Christians Should Have of Money】

1. One shall not trust in money (6:8).

2. Money cannot change life (8:36-37).

3. Money should be distributed to the poor, and we shall have treasure in heaven (10:21).
4. Money can block men from entering the kingdom of God (10:23-25).

5. One shall not suppose that godliness is a way of gain (11:15).
6. Pay what is Caesar's to Caesar, and what is God's to God (12:17).
7. Do not devour the houses of others (12:40).
8. The Lord pays attention to how we devote money (12:41-44).
9. One shall be willing to waste money on the Lord (14:3-9).

10. One shall not betray the Lord for the sake of money (14:10-11).

【The Importance of Man’s Heart】

1. The Relation of Man’s Heart With the Word: 
a. The wayside where the word is sown (v.4, 15) ---- the word has not entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not stable).
b. The stony ground where the word is sown (v.5-6, 16-17) ---- only a part of the word has entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not sufficient).
c. The thorns where the word is sown (v.7, 18-19) ---- a half of the word has entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not firm).
d. The good ground where the word is sown (v.8, 20) ---- the word has deeply entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is great).
2. The Relation of Man’s Heart With Sin:

a. That comes outside and does not enter man’s heart cannot defile man (7:15-19).

b. That which goes forth out of man is the veil out of the heart of man and can defile man (7:20-23).
【How Did the Lord Jesus Heal the Two Blind Men?】

1. Heal the Blind Man in Bethsaida:

a. He came to seek Jesus (8:22).

b. He was brought by the Lord out of the crowd ---- took the blind man out of the town (8:23a). 
c. He was inspired because of the working of the life in the Lord’s words ---- He had spit on his eyes (8:23b).
d. He enjoyed the blessing of and the union with the Lord ---- and put His hands on him (8:23c).
e. His eyesight was still not vague when his eyes were just opened ---- men like trees, walking (8:24). 
f. He experienced deeper union with the Lord ---- He put His hands on his eyes again (8:25a).
g. His eyes of heart were fully clear ---- he was restored and saw everyone clearly (8:25b).
h. The Lord asked him not to be influenced by natural man ---- not go into the town (8:26).
2. Heal the Blind Man Bartimaeus in Jericho:

a. His poor condition ---- sat by the road begging (10:46);

b. He has heard the gospel ---- heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth (10:47a);
c. His action toward the gospel ---- began to cry out and say (10:47b);
d. His actions toward the obstruction from men ---- cried out all the more (10:48); 
e. He was called by the Lord ---- He is calling you (10:49); 
f. His understanding of salvation ---- throwing aside his garment (10:50); 
g. What he entreated of the Lord ---- that I may receive my sight (10:51); 
h. The reason for his being saved ---- your faith has made you well (10:52a); 
i. His change after being saved ---- and immediately he received his sight (10:52b); 
j. The way after being saved ---- followed Jesus on the road (10:52c); 
【The Knowledge of God’s Kingdom in the Gospel of Mark】

1. Man’s repentance and believing the gospel are for the purpose of entering the kingdom of God (1:15).

2. The book records many times the matter concerning casting off the devil (1:23-27, 34, 39; 2:11-12, 15, 22-30; 5:1-20; 6:7; 7:25-30; 9:16-29, 38), for the kingdom of God rises up against the kingdom of Satan (3:24-26).
3. The mystery of the kingdom of God is only given to those who draw near the Lord (4:11).

4. The kingdom of God is in man’s heart (see Luke 17:21):

a. The word of God is like seed sown in man’s heart. The seed should be grown unto fruitful so that the kingdom of God shall be manifested (4:3-9, 13-20). 

b. Satan makes man be offended (4:17) by direct robbing (4:15), troubles and persecution and chokes the word by cares, deceitfulness and lusts (4:19), thus blocking the kingdom of God from being developed in man’s heart. 

c. Only good heart makes the word of God bear fruit fully (4:8, 20).

5. The kingdom of God is of the sphere of life, as the progress of the growth of the seed ---- first blade, then an ear, then full corn in the ear. It is all because of the natural function of the life created by God. Man does not know how (4:26-29). 

6. The kingdom of God was as tiny as a grain of mustard. However, there was unexpected development in its appearance after it had grown up ---- even Satan (the birds of heaven) can roost under its shadow (4:30-32). 

7. The way to the kingdom of God:

a. One must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again (8:31).
b. Once one has been mindful of men, he will be manipulated by Satan and be kept from going ahead (8:33).
c. One shall deny himself and take up his cross to follow the Lord (8:34).
d. One shall lose his life for the sake of both the Lord and the gospel (8:35-37).
e. One shall not be ashamed of the Lord and the Lord’s words (8:38).
8. The condition of entering the kingdom of God:

a. One shall not present your members unto sin as instruments of unrighteousness (9:43-47; see Rom. 6:12-13).
b. One shall be converted as little children (10:13-16).

c. One shall overcome the power of the entanglement of money (10:17-27).

9. How to live in the reality of the kingdom of God:

a. One can have part in the kingdom of God as long as he honors the Son of God (12:1-12).

b. What is of the world and what is of God should be separated (12:13-17).

c. Only the risen life can live in the kingdom of God (12:18-27).

d. What is most important in the kingdom of God is loving God and loving men (12:28-34).

e. Christ is the king in the kingdom of God, so men should not be arrogant (12:35-39).

f. One shall be able to fully overcome the power of the entanglement of money in the kingdom of God (12:40-44).

10. Believers will one day drink the fruit of vine new with the Lord in the realization of the kingdom of God (14:25).

The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels 
【Narrations】

A. Narrations Recorded in the Gospel of Mark Only:

1. Jesus withdrew himself to the sea (3:7-12).

2. The relatives of Jesus said He was out of his mind (3:20-21).
3. Jesus came apart into a desert place with His disciples and rested a little (6:31-32).
4. The young man with a linen cloth cast about his body fled naked (14:51-52).
5. The Lord still works with His disciples after His ascension (16:20).
B. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels:

1. The works and testimony of John the Baptist (1:1-8; Matt 3:1-2; Luke 3:1-18; John 1:6-8, 15).

2. Jesus was baptized (1:9-11; Matt.3:13-17; Luke 3:21-22).

3. Jesus was tempted by the devil (1:12-13; Matt 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13).

4. Jesus came into Galilee preaching the glad tidings (1:14-15; Matt 4:12-17; Luke 4:14-15, 31).

5. Jesus called His disciples like Peter and others (1:16-20; Matt 4:18-22; Luke 5:1-11).

6. Men were astonished at His doctrine (1:21-22; Matt 7:28-29; Luke 4:32).

7. Jesus went around the whole of Galilee to preach the glad tidings (1:35-39; Matt 4:23-25; Luke 4:42-44).

8. Jesus called Matthew and eat also together with sinners (2:13-17; Matt 9:9-13; Luke 5:27-32).

9. The disciples plucked the ears on the Sabbath (2:23-24; Matt 12:1-2; Luke 6:1-2).

10. Jesus appointed twelve disciples (3:13-19; Matt 10:2-4; Luke 6:12-16).

11. The Pharisees who slandered Jesus were rebuked (3:22-27; Matt 12:24-30; Luke 11:15-23).

12. The mother of Jesus and His brother stood without and sought to talk with Him (3:31-32; Matt 12:46-47; Luke 8:19-20).

13. Men in the own country of Jesus were offended in Him (6:1-5; Matt 13:53-58).

14. Jesus went round all the cities and the villages (6:6; Matt 13:53-58)

15. Jesus sent His disciples to go out to work (6:7, 12-13; Matt 10:1-4; 11:1; Luke 9:1-2, 7-9).

16. John the Baptist was killed by Herod (6:14-29; Matt 14:1-12; Luke 9:7-9).

17. The disciples came back to report the works to the Lord (6:30; Luke 9:10).

18. Jesus refused to show them a sign (8:11-13; Matt 16:1-4).

19. Peter admitted that Jesus is Christ (8:27-30; Matt 16:13-16).

20. Jesus pointed that John the Baptist was Elijah who would come (9:9-13; Matt 17:9-13).

21. The disciples disputed that who would be greatest (9:33-37; Matt 18:1-4; Luke 9:46-48).

22. Jesus taught men by the other side of the Jordan (10:1; Matt 19:1).

23. Jesus blessed the children by putting his hands upon them (10:13-16; Matt 19:13-15; Luke 18:15-17).

24. The disciples disputed again that who would be greatest (10:35-41; Matt 20:20-24).

25. Jesus went into Jerusalem by riding a colt (11:1-10; Matt 21:1-10, 14-16; Luke 19:29-40; John 12:12-19).

26. Jesus went out to Bethany to dwell there (11:11; Matt 21:17).

27. Jesus cleansed the Holy Temple (11:15-17; Matt 21:12-13; Luke 19:45-46; John 2:14-17).

28. The chief priest and the elders questioned Jesus by what authority He did those things (11:27-33; Matt 21:23-27; Luke 20:1-8).

29. Jesus praised the poor widow who devoted two mites (12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4).

30. The council took counsel together in order to seize Jesus (14:1-2; Matt 26:3-5; Luke 22:1-2).

31. A woman poured the ointment on Jesus (14:3-9; Matt 26:6-13; Luke. 7:36-50; John. 12:1-8).

32. Judas betrayed Jesus (14:10-11; Matt 26:14-16; Luke22:3-6).

33. The feast of the Passover was prepared (14:12-16; Matt. 26:17-19; Luke. 22:7-13).
34. They ate the feast of the Passover (14:17-21; Matt. 26:20-25; Luke. 22:14-16, 21-23; John. 13:2, 21-30).
35. The Lord’s Supper was set (14:22-25; Matt. 26:26-29; Luke. 22:19-20).
36. They went out into the Mount of Olives (14:26; Matt. 26:30; Luke. 22:39).
37. He prayed three times in the garden of Gethsemane (14:32-42; Matt.26:36-46; Luke. 22:40-46). 
38. Judas led a great multitude to take Jesus (14:43-52; Matt. 26:47-56; Luke. 22:47-53; John. 18:1-12).
39. The council judged Jesus at night (14:53-65; Matt.26:57-68; Luke. 22:66-71; John. 18:13-14, 19-24).
40. Peter denied the Lord three times (14:66-72; Matt. 26:69-75; Luke. 22:54-62; John. 18:15-18, 25-27).
41. The council delivered Jesus to Pontius Pilate (15:1; Matt. 27:1-2; Luke. 23:1-2; John. 18:28-32).
42. Pilate delivered Jesus to be crucified after he had judged Him (15:2-25; Matt. 27:11-26; Luke. 23:3-5, 13-25; John. 18:33-40; 19:4-16).
43. Soldiers mocked Jesus (15:16-20; Matt. 27:27-31; John. 19:1-3).
44. Simon, a man of Cyrene, was compelled to bear His cross (15:21; Matt. 27:32; Luke. 23:26).
45. Jesus was crucified (15:22-36; Matt. 27:33-49; Luke. 23:33-38; John. 19:17-24, 28-29).
46. The scene of His death (15:37-39; Matt. 27:50-54; Luke. 23:44-48; John. 19:30).
47. Women who were beholding under the cross (15:40-41; Matt. 27:55-56; Luke. 23:49; John. 19:25).
48. He was buried in the tomb of a rich man (15:42-47; Matt. 27:57-61; Luke. 23:50-56; John. 19:38-42).
49. The angel appeared and declared that Jesus rose from the dead (16:1-8; Matt. 28:1-8; Luke. 24:1-10).
50. Jesus appeared to Mary of Magdalene (16:9; Matt. 28:9-10; John. 20:14-18).
51. Jesus manifested to the two disciples on the way to Emmaus (16:12-13; Luke 14:13-35).
52. The charge of Jesus to the disciples in the end of His days on the earth (16:15-18; Matt. 28:18-20).
53. Jesus was carried up into heaven (16:19; Luke 24:51).
【Signs that Jesus Had Done】

A. Signs Recorded in the Gospel of Mark:

1. Heal a deaf who could not speak right by the side of the sea of Galilee (7:31-37);

2. Heal the blind man in Bethsaida (8:22-26);

B. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels:
1. He healed the man by an unclean spirit in the synagogue (1:23-28； Luke 4:33-37).

2. He healed Peter’s mother-in-law with the fever (1:29-31; Matt. 8:14-15; Luke. 4:38-39).
3. He cast out demons and healed all that were sick (1:32-34; Matt. 8:16-17; Luke. 4:40-41).
4. He cleansed the leper (1:40-45; Matt. 8:1-4; Luke. 5:12-16).
5. He healed the paralytic in His own city (2:1-12; Matt. 9:1-8; Luke. 5:17-26).
6. He healed the man who had his hand withered on the Sabbath (3:1-6; Matt. 12:9-14; Luke. 6:6-11).
7. He calmed the winds and the sea (4:35-41; Matt. 8:23-27; Luke. 8:22-25).
8. He cast out the demons into the herd of swine (5:1-20; Matt. 8:28-34; Luke. 8:26-39).
9. He healed the woman who was diseased with an issue of blood and the daughter of the ruler (5:21-43; Matt. 9:18-26; Luke. 8:40-56).
10. He filled five thousand men with five loaves and two fishes (6:32-44; Matt. 14:13-21; Luke. 9:10-17; John. 6:1-13).
11. He walked on the sea (6:45-52; Matt. 14:22-23; John. 6:6-21).
12. He healed all that were diseased in the land of Gennesaret (6:53-56; Matt. 14:34-36).
13. He healed the daughter of the woman of Canaan (7:24-30; Matt. 15:21-28).
14. He filled four thousand with seven loaves and a few fishes (8:1-10; Matt. 15:32-39).
15. He was transfigured on the mount (9:2-8; Matt. 17:1-8; Luke. 9:28-36).
16. He healed the child who was lunatic and sore vexed (9:14-29; Matt. 17:14-21; Luke. 9:38-42).
17. He healed the blind men outside of the city of Jericho (10:46-52; Matt. 20:29-34; Luke. 18:35-43).
18. He cursed the fig tree and it was immediately dried up (11:12-14, 20-21Matt. 21:18-20).
【Teachings of Jesus】

A. Teachings Recorded in the Gospel of Mark Only:

1. (None);

B. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels:
1. That the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath day (2:25-28; Matt. 12:3-8; Luke. 6:3-5).
2. Concerning that the blasphemy against the Spirit will never be forgiven men (3:28-30; Matt. 12:31-32).
3. That those who do the will of God are family members of the Lord (3:33-35; Matt. 12:48-50; Luke. 8:21).
4. That the reason why He spoke to the masses with parables (4:10-12, 33-34; Matt. 13:10-16, 34-35; Luke. 8:9-10).
5. That with what measure one metes, it shall be measured to him (4:24; Matt. 7:2; Luke 6:38).
6. That whoever has, to him shall be given; but he who has not, even what he has shall be taken away (4:25; Matt. 13:12; Luke 8:18).
7. That how workers do works outside (6:8-11; Matt. 10:5-42; Luke 9:3-5).
8. That He rebuked the Pharisees for making the commandment of God of no effect by their tradition (7:1-23; Matt. 15:1-20). 
9. Concerning taking heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees (8:14-21; Matt. 16:5-12).
10. Concerning taking up one’s cross and to following the Lord (8:34-37; Matt. 16:24-27; Luke. 9:23-25).
11. That he who is not against us is for us (9:38-41; Luke 9:49-50).
12. That one should not offend believers (9:42-49; Matt. 18:6-11).
13. That one should not put away his wife (10:2-12; Matt. 19:3-9).
14. Concerning the way of having eternal life (10:17-22; Matt. 19:16-22; Luke. 18:18-23).
15. That those who are greedy for money shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven (10:23-27; Matt. 19:23-27; Luke. 18:24-27).
16. Concerning the reward of following the Lord (10:28-31; Matt. 19:28-30; Luke. 18:28-30).
17. That who would be the greatest should be bondman of all (10:42-45; Matt. 20:25-28).
18. Concerning prayer with faith (11:22-24; Matt. 21:21-22).
19. That man’s forgiveness is a condition for his prayer’s being granted (11:25-26; Matt. 6:14-15).
20. Concerning the tribute (12:13-17; Matt. 22:15-22; Luke. 20:20-26).
21. Concerning the resurrection (12:18-27; Matt. 22:23-33; Luke. 20:27-38).
22. Concerning the great commandment (12:28-34; Matt. 22:34-40; Luke. 10:25-28).
23. Concerning the relation between Christ and David (12:35-37; Matt. 22:41-46; Luke. 20:41-44).
24. That we should not follow the behaviors of the Pharisees (12:38-40; Matt. 23:1-12; Luke. 20:45-47).
25. Concerning the day of the second coming of the Son of Man (13:31-37; Matt. 24:36-44; Luke. 21:34-36).
【Prophecies Spoken by Jesus】

A. Prophecies Recorded in the Gospel of Mark Only:
1. (None);

B. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels:
1. He predicted the first time that He would suffer many things and reproached Peter’s blocking Him from it (8:31-33; Matt. 16:21-23; Luke. 9:22).
2. He predicted that the Son of Man would come and men would foresee the scene of the kingdom (8:38-9:1; Matt. 16:27-28; Luke. 9:26-27).
3. He predicted the second time that He would be crucified (9:30-32; Matt. 17:22-23; Luke. 9:43-44).
4. He predicted the third time that He would be crucified and then He would rise (10:32-34; Matt. 20:17-19; Luke. 18:31-34).
5. He predicted that the Holy Temple would be destroyed (13:1-2; Matt. 24:1-2; Luke. 21:5-6).
6. He predicted the signs before the end (13:3-13; Matt. 24:3-14; Luke. 21:7-19).
7. He predicted the conditions of the Great Tribulation (13:14-23; Matt. 24:15-26; Luke. 21:20-24).
8. He predicted the conditions of Christ’s second coming (13:24-27; Matt. 24:27-31; Luke. 21:25-28).
9. He predicted that Peter would deny Him three times (14:27-31; Matt. 26:31-35; Luke. 22:31-34; John. 13:36-38).
【Parables Said by Jesus】

A. Parables Recorded in the Gospel of Mark Only:

1. The Parable of the growth and being fruitful of the seed (4:26-29);

B. The Harmonistic Syllabus of the Gospels:
1. The parable of the new and the old that cannot be put together (2:18-22; Matt. 9:14-17; Luke. 5:33-39);

2. The parable that one should first bind the strong and spoil his goods (3:23-27; Matt. 12:25-30; Luke. 11:17-23);

3. The parable and explanation of the sewer (4:1-9, 13-20; Matt. 13:1-9. 17-23; Luke. 8:4-8, 11-15);

4. The parable that the lamp should be set upon the lamp-stand (4:21-23; Luke 8:16-18);

5. The parable of the mustard seed (4:30-32; Matt. 13:31-32; Luke. 13:18-19);

6. The parable of the salt that loses its saltiness (9:50; Matt. 5:13; Luke 14:34);

7. The parable of the wicked vinedressers (12:1-12; Matt. 21:33-46; Luke. 20:9-19);

8. The parable of the fig tree whose branch is yet tender and which puts forth leaves (13:28-31; Matt. 24:32-35; Luke. 21:29-33);

【The Process From the Lord’s Eating the Feast of the Passover with His Disciples to His Being Denied by Peter】

A. The Lord sat with the disciples (14:16).

B. The disciples disputed who would be the greatest (Luke 22:24-30).

C. The Lord set Himself as an example to the disciples by washing feet for them (John 13:4-17).

D. The Lord suggested them Judas would betray Him (14:18).

E. Judas left the dinner and went out (John 13:30).

F. The Lord appointed the supper (14:22-25).

G. The Lord’s words in the dinner (Luke 22:35-38; John 13:31-38; 14).

H. The Lord’s words on the way to the Garden of Gethsemane (14:26-31; Matt. 26:31-35; John 15-16).

I. The Lord’s prayer as the high priest (John 17).

J. The watchful prayer in the garden (14:32-42).

K. Jesus was betrayed (14:43-52).

L. The Lord was first sent to the high priest Annas to be judged (14:53; John 18:12-13, 19-23).

M. Peter denied the Lord the first time (14:66-68; John 18:15-18).

N. The Lord was then sent to the high priest Caiaphas to be judged (14:55-56; John 18:24).

O. Peter denied the Lord the second and third time (14:69-72; John 18:25-27).

【The Process From the Lord’s Being Condemned to Death by the Council to His Being Crucified】

A. The council officially condemned the Lord to death straightway in the morning (15:1a; Luke 22:66-71).

B. The Lord was delivered to Pilate (15:1b-5).

C. Pilate delivered the Lord to Herod (Luke 23:6-12).

D. Herod delivered the Lord to Pilate again (Luke 23:11-12).

E. The people begged Pilate to release to them Barabbas and crucified the Lord (15:6-15).
F. The Lord wore the crown of thorns and was mocked by the soldiers (15:16-20; Matt. 27:26-30).
G. Judas who betrayed the Lord hanged himself (Matt. 27:3-10).
H. The Lord took the cross to Golgotha and the father of Rufus also bore His cross for Him (15:21-22; John 19:17).
I. The Lord spoke to the women before being crucified (Luke 23:27-31).
J. The Lord refused to drink the wine medicated with myrrh (15:23).
K. The Lord was crucified (15:24).
【The Process From the Lord’s Crucifixion to His Breathing His Last】

A. The Lord first was crucified between two robbers (15:24-28).

B. The words of the Lord Jesus on the cross: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 23:34).

C. The soldiers parted his garments (15:24).
D. The chief priests, the scribes and the Jews mocked the Lord (15:29-32).
E. A robber was repented and saved (Luke 23:39-43).
F. The second words of the Lord Jesus on the cross: “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

G. The third words of the Lord Jesus on the cross: “Woman, behold thy son…behold your mother” (John 19:26-27).

H. The fourth words of the Lord Jesus on the cross: “My God, my God, why has you forsaken me?” (15:34-36).

I. The fifth words of the Lord Jesus on the cross: “I thirst” (John 19:28).

J. The sixth words of the Lord Jesus on the cross: “It is finished” (John 19:30).

K. The seventh words of the Lord Jesus on the cross: “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46).

L. The Lord breathed His last (15:37).

【The Process From the Lord’s Breathing His Last to His Resurrection】

A. The Lord cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last (15:37).
B. The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, and the rocks rent and many bodies of the saints fallen asleep arose (15:38; Matt. 27:51-52).
C. When the centurion, who stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said, "Truly this Man was the Son of God!" (15:39; Matt. 27:54).
D. There were also women who followed the Lord looking on the Lord’s breathing the last from afar (15:40-41).
E. The soldiers came and broke the legs of the robbers who had been crucified with him. However, when they saw that he was already dead, they only pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water (John 19:31-37).
F. Joseph of Arimathea went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus (15:42-43).
G. Pilate confirmed that the Lord was already dead and then granted the body to Joseph (15:44-45).
H. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound weight (John 19:39).
I. Joseph wrapped the Lord in the linen. And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock (15:46; John 19:40-41).
J. The women who followed the Lord observed where He was laid (15:47).
K. On the following day, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate to ask him to secure the tomb, and Pilate sent soldiers to guard the tomb (Matt. 27:62-66).
【The Process of the Lord’s Resurrection On the Morning of the Week】

A. Three women, like Mary Magdalene and other two, wanted to anoint the body of Jesus (16:1-3).
B. There was a great earthquake on the way, for an angel of Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone from the door of the tomb (Matt. 28:2).
C. For fear of the angel the guards trembled and became as dead men (Matt. 28:3-4).
D. The three women and others women afterwards came to the tomb (Luke 24:1, 10).
E. They saw that the stone had been rolled away, but did not see the body of the Lord (16:4; Luke 24:2-3).
F. Mary of Magdalene ran to tell Peter and John (John 20:2).
G. Other women who left in the tomb met the angel who declared them the message of resurrection (16:5-7).
H. Those women went out quickly and fled from the tomb (16:8).
I. When Peter and John heard what was told by Mary, they ran to the tomb and saw the linen cloths and the napkin that was about his head (John 20:3-10).
J. Mary of Magdalene stood at the tomb weeping without, and saw two angels in the tomb (John 20:11-13).
K. The Lord manifested Him to Mary of Magdalene first (16:9; John 20:14-17).
L. Mary of Magdalene went to tell the disciples of the Lord (16:10).
M. The women who fled met the Lord again on their way (Matt. 8-10). 

【The Order of the Lord’s Manifestations After His Resurrection】

A. He manifested Himself to Mary of Magdalene first (16:9).

B. And then He manifested to other women (Matt. 28:8-10).

C. He manifested to Simon Peter (Luke 24:34; 1Cor. 15:5).

D. He manifested to the two disciples who went to (16:12; Luke 24:13-31).

E. He manifested to the disciples except for Thomas and breathed on them (John 20:19-23).
F. Eight days later, He manifested to the disciples including Thomas and specially told him to touch His hands that had been nailed and His side that had been thrust (John 20:26-29).

G. He manifested to the seven disciples who went to fishing at the sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-23).

H. He manifested to the eleven disciples on the mountain in Galilee that Jesus had appointed them (Matt. 28:16-20).

I. He manifested to above five hundred brothers at once (1Cor. 15:6).

J. He manifested to the brother of the Lord, James (1Cor. 15:7a).

K. He manifested to all the apostles on the Mount of Olives before His ascension (Luke 24:50-53; Acts. 1:4-11; 1Cor. 15:7b).

L. He manifested to Stephen after His ascension (Acts. 7:55).

M. He manifested to the Apostle Paul on the way to Damascus (Acts. 9:1-9; 1Cor. 15:8).

N. He manifested to the Apostle John in the island of called Patmos (Rev. 1:9-20).

Note: the Lord’s manifestations are more than that are listed above, and yet they are not clearly recorded in the Bible (see Acts 1:3).

── Caleb Huang《Christian Digest Bible Commentary Series》
   Translated by Mary Zhou

