《Commentary on the Book of Luke (Vol.1)》
Introduction to the Book of Luke
I. Writer 

The names of the authors of the Gospels are hidden, however, all the early historical materials show that the author of this Book is Luke the physician. The contents and features of this book also prove that it is written by Luke the physician and the reasons are as follows: 

1) We could know that this Book and Acts are written by the same author according to the beginnings of these two books (See 1:1, Acts. 1:1).

2) And the author of Acts should be the fellow-worker and assistant to Paul who came newly to him when Paul the Apostle was on his second journey of preaching. Because in the narratives of the sixteenth chapter of Acts, the third person “they” was suddenly replaced by the first person “we” (See Acts. 16:6-10) and then “we” is used to replace “they” in most occasions (See Acts. 16:12-13, 15-16; 20:5, 13-14; 21:1, 7 and etc.).

3) Medical expressions are commonly seen in this book and Acts, for example: “But Simon’s wife’s mother was sick with a ‘high’ fever” (4:38, cf. Matt. 8:14; Mark. 1:30); “a man who ‘was full of’ leprosy” (5:12; cf. Matt. 8:1; Mark. 1:40); “a certain man before Him who had dropsy” (14:2); “His sweat became like ‘great drops of blood’” (22:44); “immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength” (Acts. 3:17); “the father of Publius lay sick of ‘a fever and dysentery’” (Acts. 28:8) and etc. These show that the author of this book must be fully aware of common sense of medicine. 

4) The last chapter of Acts shows that the author himself had accompanied Paul the Apostle on the way to Roman (See Acts. 28:14); when Paul was in prison, he may still accompany Paul. Among the fellow workers and assistants of Paul the Apostle, the one who was fully aware of medical knowledge and accompanied him when he was in prison must be “Luke, the physician” (See Col. 4:10, 14; Philem. 23-24). 

II. It is also called “the Gospel of Paul”



Since Luke was not a witness of the deeds of the Lord Jesus all His life, how could he fully and comprehensively narrate His words and deeds? First of all, it should ascribe to what Luke had written in the foreword in the book, “having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first”------it means that he had used all kinds of opportunities to investigate, inquire and collect all materials concerning the life of Jesus. Undoubtedly, “the Gospel of Mark” must be the firsthand material to Luke and therefore the general outlines of these two books are similar and the general structures of them are exactly like. The difference is that the content of this book is more luxuriant and the circumstance of this book had been retouched more than that of the Gospel of Mark. 

     In addition to this, if we compare this book with the epistles of Paul the Apostle, we could find that the train of thinking and tone of them are similar. This again shows that when Luke wrote this book, he may get help from Paul with his instruction and teaching. Therefore this book is also called “the Gospel of Paul” as many Biblical exegetes call “the Gospel of Mark” “the Gospel of Peter”. Here there are some examples to prove their similarities: 

       1) “Men always ought to pray” (18:1); cf. “pray without ceasing” (1Thess. 5:17).

       2) “Watch therefore, and pray always…” (21:36); cf. “Let us watch and be sober” (1Thess. 5:6).  

       3) “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” (24:34); cf. “He rose again the third day and He was seen of Cephas” (1Cor. 15:4-5). Please note that other Gospels had not mentioned that the Lord appeared to Peter on the day He rose from the dead and only the Gospel of Luke and Paul’s epistles had specially recorded this.   

       4) “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (19:10); cf. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1Tim. 1:15). 

       5) Matthew and Mark recorded the Lord’s words towards the disciples when He broke the bread as “this is My body” (Matt. 26:26; Mark. 14:22) and they did not record His following words. However, Luke and Paul wrote the Lord’s following words, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me” (22:19; 1Cor. 11:24). 

       6) “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise” (23:43); cf. “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation....whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved” (Rom. 10:10, 13). 

III. Luke 



We know very little about the life of Luke. “Luke” was a Gentile name and therefore he was obviously a Gentile. Paul the Apostle also separated him from “the circumcision” (See Col. 4:10-14), showing that he was not Jewish. It is said that he was of Antioch in Syria. 

Luke was in close contact with Paul the Apostle. Paul called him as “the beloved physician” (Col. 4:14) and also admitted him as a fellow-laborer (Philem. 24). 

There seem to be traces in Acts and Paul’s epistles for us to surmise the whole story that how he met and accompanied Paul the Apostle: before Paul went to Troas, he preached in the region of Galatia (Acts. 16:6, 8). At that time, he was very weak and in infirmity (Gal. 4:13). Then he went to Troas and encountered Luke the physician. Maybe he asked Luke to take care of his disease. From then on, he ran about everywhere, accompanying “the Apostle of the Gentiles”. Paul went to Roman for appeal and Luke also went to Roman (Acts. 28:14); Luke accompanied Paul when he was in prison (See Col. 4:10, 14; Philem. 23-24). Finally, before Paul, the faithful servant of God, was martyred for faith, all had departed from him and only Luke was with him (2Tim. 4:11).

IV. The Time and Location the Book was Written



General Bible scholars held that in the synoptic gospels (i.e. the Gospel of Matthew, the Gospel of Mark and the Gospel of Luke), the Gospel of Mark was written the earliest and the Gospels of Matthew and Luke were rewritten according to the Gospel of Mark, with others materials added to the two Gospels. Therefore the time that the Gospel of Luke was written should be later than that of the Gospel of Mark (about between A.D. 50-60). 

     According to the forewords of these two books, we could make sure that the Gospel of Luke was finished before Acts (See 1:1-4; Acts. 1:1). Moreover, in Acts, Paul’s deeds were recorded until he went to Roman for appeal and therefore this book should be finished before Paul was martyred (about between A.D. 67-68). Therefore, we could surmise reliably that this book was written between A.D. 60 and A.D. 65. 

     Concerning the location where the book was written, though there are several kinds of surmises, there are not reliable; the only surmise that the general Biblical exegetes all accept is that the book should be written in the Gentile land instead of the land of Judaea. 

V. The Recipient 



In the foreword of this book, Luke clearly showed that this book was written to “most excellent Theophilus” (See 1:1-4). “Theophilus” means “friend of God”, “the one who loves God” and “the one who is loved by God”; concerning “most excellent”, it is an honorable title, indicating that the recipient must have high social position. Therefore someone said that Luke may be a bondman of Theophilus, however, it is a guess. Anyhow, the recipient must be a real person and he must be interested in the faith of Christianity and be willing to learn and know the origin, process and present condition of the faith. 

VI. Features of Literature Style 



The author of this book is a physician and he must be well educated and therefore he was a man of great attainments in Greek. Those who appreciate the literature of the Bible all greatly praise the wording and types of literature of this book. They hold that it is written by the most standard, the purest, the most fluent and the most beautiful Greek in the scriptures of the New Testament. 

     It is noteworthy that there are many elegant psalms added to this book, for example: the song of Mary (1:46-55), the song of Zacharias (1:68-79), the song of praise of the angel (2:14), the song of praise of Simeon (2:29-32) and etc. The words of the psalms are all very beautiful and elegant. 

     Luke was good at depicting things. He could depict both actual things and stories and metaphors vividly and lively, as if pieces of vivid pictures are shown to readers. Therefore there are many classic and famous paints are painted by drawing materials from this book, for example: the Good Samaritan (10:30-36), the return of the Lost Son (15:12-32), the prayer of the publican (18:13) and etc. 

     In addition, Luke was good at using metaphors. He listed many converse persons and things, for example: the woman who loved much and Simon who loved little (7:36-50); the Good Samaritan and the certain priest and the Levite (10:23-37); Mary and Martha (10:38-42); the younger son and the elder son (15:11-32); the certain rich man and Lazarus (16:19-31); among the ten lepers who all had been healed by the Lord, the one who gave the Lord thanks and the other nine who forgot the grace of the Lord (17:11-19); prayer of the Pharisee and the publican (18:9-14) and etc. 

VII. Special Points 

 There are many special points in this book and stated below are the major ones:

1) It is “a Gospel of the Gentiles”: the author of this book was a Gentile and “most excellent Theophilus”, the recipient of this book, was also a Gentile. Therefore all parts of this book are able to be understood and comprehended by the Gentiles. a) Luke used Gentile words to replace the Jewish common phrases, for example: “Rabbi” was replaced by “Master” (9:33; See Mark. 9:5); “Hosanna” was replaced by “praise God with a loud voice” (19:37; See Matt. 21:9). b) The time that men in the Roman Empire were able to comprehend is used to explain the background of events (1:5; 2:1-2; 3:1-2). c) The scriptures of the Old Testament and the prophecies of the Jewish prophets were seldom quoted. 

2) It is “a Gospel to all the world”: this book stresses on that Jesus Christ is the savior of all the people (2:10, 31-32; 3:6). Therefore: a) the genealogy of Jesus that is recorded in this book traces back to Adam the first ancestor of mankind instead of Abraham the Jewish ancestor (3:23-38; See Matt. 1:2-16). b) This book specially shows the acceptance and praise to the Gentiles (4:25-27; 7:9; 10:30-37; 17:16-19). c) The Lord commanded the disciples to preach the glad tidings to all nations (24:47). 

3) It is “a Gospel of the poor”: this book records that the Lord was born in a poor family and was laid in a manger when He was born (2:7); when eight days were accomplished fore the circumcising of the child, His parents in the flesh were so poor that they offered a sacrifice with a pair of turtledoves (or two young pigeons) (2:21-24; See Lev. 12:8). It is also recorded in this book that the mission of the Lord is to preach glad tidings to the poor (4:18-20). Therefore He declared that blessed are the poor, that are hunger and that weep (6:20-23); He also taught men to be concerned about the poor, the maimed, the lame and the blind (14:13). In the parable of the certain rich man and Lazarus, it seemingly shows that the Lord has favorable impression towards the poor (16:19-31).

4) It is “a Gospel of women and children”: though the social status of women was very low at that time, women were outstanding in this book and many space of this book was used to record the things of women, for example: Elizabeth and Mary (1:24-56); Anna the prophetess (2:36-38); the widow in the city of Nain (7:11-16); a woman who was a sinner (7:37-50); women who were healed by the Lord and ministered unto Him of their substance (8:2-3); a woman who had an issue of blood twelve years (8:43-48); Mary and Martha (10:38-42); a woman who was bound together (13:11-16); a widow who asked the unrighteous judge to avenge her of her adversary (18:1-5); a certain poor widow who cast in unto the offerings of God in the Holy Temple (21:1-4); women who lamented the Lord (23:27-31) and etc. This book also shows the Lord’s concern towards children (7:12; 8:42; 9:38; 18:15-17). 

5) It is “a Gospel of those who are abandoned”: those who had been abandoned by the society are frequently mentioned in this book and it specially depicts that how Jesus cares about the need of their bodies, hearts and spirits. For example: the Lord sat down with sinners and publicans and ate and drank with them (5:29-32; 7:34); the one who owed the lord much (7:36-50); a certain Samaritan (10:25-37); the Lost Son (15:11-32); the publican who was condemned by the Pharisees (18:11-14); Zacchaeus the publican (19:1-9); the thief who repented on the cross (23:39-43) and etc. 

6) It is “a Gospel that is interested in ‘men’”: the targets of the descriptions and metaphors of this book are totally different from that of the Gospel of Matthew------the latter stresses on “the kingdom of heaven” and this book stresses on “individual”. This book also pays attention to individual announcement of faith, for example: Elizabeth (1:41-45); Mary (1:46-55); Zecharias (1:68-79); Simeon (2:28-32); Simon Peter (5:8); the centurion (7:6-8); Zacchaeus the publican (19:8); the thief who repented (23:42) and etc. 

7) It is “a Gospel of prayers”: except that the Lord Jesus taught the disciples how to pray is recorded in this book many times (11:2-3; 18:1-8, 9-14), the times of Lord’s praying in this book are recorded more than that in the Gospels of Matthew and in the Gospel of Mark, for example: the time He was baptized (3:21); the time when many people came to seek Him (5:16); the time before He set twelve apostles (6:12); the time when He was transfigured on the mount (11:1); the time before He taught the disciples to pray (22:32); He had prayed for Peter (22:41-44); He prayed earnestly in the garden of Gethsemane (22:41-44); two prayers on the cross (23:34, 46). In addition, others’ prayers are recorded in this book many times (1:10, 13; 2:37; 5:33) and etc. Therefore someone said that the Gospel of Luke is a Gospel of prayers.  

8) It is “a Gospel of walking by the Holy Spirit”: this book specially stresses on the work of the Holy Spirit, showing that only by the Holy Spirit can men have power from on high. For example: John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Spirit and therefore he was in the spirit and power of Elijah (1:15, 17); the angel told Mary that, “the Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you” (1:35); “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit” (4:14; See 5:17; 6:19; 8:46); after the Lord rose from the dead, He told the disciples that, “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.” (24:49). This book mentioned the Holy Spirit many times, including 1:41, 47, 67; 2:25, 26, 27; 3:16, 22; 4:18; 10:21; 11:13; 12:10, 12 and etc.  

9) It is “a Gospel of joy”: this book depicts the joy of the Holy Trinity, including the joy of the Father because the Lost Son was found (15:23); the joy of Christ because He found the Lost sheep (15:5-7) and the joy that the Lord rejoiced in the Holy Spirit (10:21); the joy of the Holy Spirit because He has found the piece which He had lost (15:9-10). This book also depicts the joy of us that are of God (1:14, 44, 47; 6:21, 23; 10:21; 19:6; 24:52-53).

10) It is “a Gospel to teach men the correct attitude of money”: many metaphors in this book are related to money and wealth. There are both many negative warnings (8:14; 12:16-21; 16:19-31; 18:18-23; 22:5) and positive teachings (8:3; 16:1-13; 19:1-10, 11-27; 21:1-4).

Besides the ten special points that are listed above, the other point that is worthy to be mentioned is that Luke, with strict attitude of historians, recorded all materials. Therefore he not only clearly explained the dates of the recorded events that took place (3:1-2) but also wrote the narratives with an orderly account (1:3). 

VIII. General Points 

      Though Jesus Christ is “the Son of God”, He is also “the Son of Man”. He is a perfect man, His deeds that are recorded in this book all reveal His feature of humanity: He hungered, tired, was in agony……, He indeed has tasted all as a man and therefore He is able to be touched with feeling of our infirmities (See Heb. 2:18; 4:15). The difference between Him and the world is that He has the perfect humanity. He, as a man on earth, is full of mercy, kindness, holiness and righteousness and He performed with the highest moral standard. This good, perfect and glorious “Son of Man” completely satisfies God’s all requests to men and reaches God’s intention towards men. He, with the identity of “the savior the Son of Man”, came to the world with the aim of finding those who fall in God’s will towards men and are lost and save them until they satisfy God’s will. 

IX. Its Relation with Other Books in the Bible 

   The Gospel of Luke, like other three gospels, depicts Jesus Christ. But the four books depict Him from different aspects: the Lord in the Book of Matthew is presented as the king, in Mark as the bondman, in Luke as the son of man and in John as the Son of God. The four living creatures in chapter four of the Revelation resemble the four aspects of the Lord in the four gospels. In Matthew the Lord is like a lion, in Mark a calf----firstly sowing and then being sacrificed as an offering on the alter, in Luke a man, and in John an eagle (See Exod. 19:4; Deut. 32:11). 



The Book of Matthew regards Jesus as the “Branch of righteousness to grow up to David” (Jer. 33:15), coming to be king on earth, so he was called the son of Abraham (the Father of nations) and the Son of David (the first king of Israel) (Matt. 1:1). A king must have his genealogy on account of his royal pedigree (Matt.1:1-17). The Book of Mark presents Jesus as “my servant the BRANCH” (Zech. 3:8), Jehovah’s “righteous servant” (Is. 53:11), “but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” (Phil. 2:7-8); A bondman’s birth is too insignificant to be recorded, so the genealogy of Jesus has not been mentioned. The Book of Luke shows us that Jesus is the son of man (a perfect man), so it traces back to Adam (Luke. 3:23-38), the patriarch of mankind. The Book of John refers to Jesus as the Son of God (the perfect God), who has neither beginning of days nor end of life. Therefore, the Book of John dates back to the beginning (John. 1:1)----the eternity without beginning.



Note that the Gospel of Matthew ends in the Lord’s resurrection, Mark in His ascension, Luke in the promise of the descent of the Holy Spirit and John in His second coming.

X. Key Verses  



“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke. 19:10).

     “Certainly this was a righteous Man!” (Luke. 23:47).

XI. Key Words


“the Son of Man” (Luke. 5:24; 6:5, 22; 7:34; 9:22, 26, 44, 56, 58; 11:30; 12:8, 10, 40; 17:22, 24, 26, 30; 18:31; 19:10; 21:27, 36; 22:22, 48, 69; 24:7). 

     “bring…glad tidings ” (1:19); “bring…good tidings” (2:10); “preach” (3:18; 4:18, 43; 8:1; 9:6; 16:16; 20:1); “have the gospel preached” (7:22). Note that in the original it is the same word. 

     “Savior” (1:47; 2:11); “be saved” (1:69, 71); “salvation” (1:77; 2:30; 3:6; 19:9). Note that in the original it is the same gulp and it has not been recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. 

     “save” (6:9; 7:50; 8:48; 9:24, 24, 56; 17:19, 33; 18:42; 23:35, 35, 37, 39); “be saved” (8:12, 36, 50; 13:23; 18:26); “save” (19:10). Note that in the original it is the same word and it is frequently recorded in the Gospels of Matthew and Mark. 

XII. Outlines of the Book

I. The birth of the Son of Man and His forerunner: 

  A. The foreword (1:1-4).

  B. The gestation of the forerunner (1:5-25).

  C. The gestation of the Son of Man (1:26-56).

  D. The birth of the forerunner (1:57-80).

  E. The birth and growing of the Son of Man (2:1-52).

II. The preparation of the work of the Son of Man: 

  A. The proclamation of the forerunner (3:1-20).

  B. The Son of Man was baptized (3:21-22).

  C. The genealogy of the Son of Man (3:23-38).

  D. The Son of Man was tempted (4:1-13).

III. The expansion of the work of the Son of Man:

  A. The Son of Man’s work in Galilee (4:14-9:50).

  B. The Son of Man’s work on the way to Jerusalem (9:51-19:27).

  C. The Son of Man’s work in Jerusalem (19:28-21:38).

IV. The peak of the work of the Son of Man: 

  A. The Son of Man was crucified (22:1-23:56).

  B. The Son of Man rose from the dead (24:1-49).

  C. The Son of Man was carried up into heaven (24:50-53). 

Luke Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter 

The Preparation before the Birth of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. The foreword of this book (1-4). 

II. The prophecy of birth and conception of the forerunner John the Baptist (5-25).

III. The prophecy of the conception and birth of Jesus by Gabriel the Angel (26-38). 

IV. The meeting between Jesus’ mother and John the Baptist’s mother who were both pregnant and their praise (39-56). 

V. The birth and growing up of John the Baptist (57-80). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary 

Luke. 1:1-2 “Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled among us, just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word delivered them to us,”


YLT: “Seeing that many did take in hand to set in order a narration of the matters that have been fully assured among us, as they did deliver to us, who from the beginning became eye-witnesses, and officers of the Word,” 

Meaning of Words: “many”: plenteous; “have taken in hand”: go about, take in hand (upon); “fulfilled”: completely assure, entirely accomplish; “ministers of word”: the minister to deliver the word (message); “delivered”: give, hand over.


Literal Meaning: “many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative” This sentence shows that Luke was neither the only nor the first one that wrote the Gospel. 

  “Those things which have been fulfilled among us” “us” indicates believers of the Lord Jesus; “things which have been fulfilled” indicates the deeds that had been fully fulfilled, according to the prophecies of the Old Testament, including the birth, work, teachings, death and the life story of the Lord Jesus and John the Baptist. 

  “Ministers of the word” indicate the disciples who had been called by the Lord, and had been with the Lord and had been sent to work by the Lord. 

  “Eyewitnesses” shows that what they are preaching are not the cunningly devised fables but the facts that they have witnessed with their eyes (See 2Pet. 1:16; 1John. 1:1-4). “Eyewitnesses” is a medical term in the original and it is related to “autopsy”, showing that their knowledge about the deeds of the Lord Jesus is not common, but the first-hand and real material of witness through personal and carful check and watch. 

  “Delivered them to us” “deliver” in the original is a technical term and it means to deliver the material that could be treated as authority. This also indicates that the author of this book admitted that he himself was not the first-hand witness.  

Luke. 1:3 “it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus,”


YLT: “it seemed good also to me, having followed from the first after all things exactly, to write to thee in order, most noble Theophilus,”

Meaning of Words: “the very first”: above; “Theophilus”: friend of God, the one whom God loves, the one whom God treasures; 


Literal Meaning: “most excellent Theophilus”, “most excellent” is the appellation of those who have high social positions (See Acts. 23:26; 24:3; 26:25).

  This verse shows three special points of Luke’s writing: 

1) “From the very first” It traces back to the beginning of Jesus as a man instead of the time when He started to preach. 

2) “Having had perfect understanding” Details had been researched in many ways and therefore the contents of this book are full and accurate.  

3) “An orderly account” It is arranged according to the order in which things happened and therefore it is in good order. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first” The meaning of “the very first” in the original implies that “the Gospel of Luke” is not merely the study of Luke, but actually the revelation from above. 

2) If men do not have had perfect understanding, the Holy Spirit won’t often reveal without foundation. Men should make effort to act in concert with the revelation of the Holy Spirit. 

3) All scripture is given by inspiration of God (2Tim. 3:16), and it does not completely exceed men’s thoughts, abilities and effort. God’s revelation must show His will through the thoughts, abilities and effort of men that have been devoted to God. Therefore the individual character of the author is shown vividly in the Bible. 

4) God’s will need men’s cooperation with the “determined willingness”; anyone that is weak-minded and inconstant is of little use in God’s hand. 

5) God’s guidance is always in “order” and spiritual things are in order too. In the church, let all things be done decently and in order (1Cor. 14:40). 

Luke. 1:4 “that you may know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed.”


YLT: “that thou mayest know the certainty of the things wherein thou wast instructed.”

Meaning of Words: “certainty”: safety, security. 


Literal Meaning: “those things in which you were instructed” This sentence indicates that Theophilus may be a believer. 

  “The certainty” shows that the contents of the Gospel that we believe are certainly reliable and they are definitely not unreal, ridiculous, screwy or wrong things, because: 

1) What had been written are not suppositions but actual persons and events. 

2) These facts have been witnessed personally by ministers of word and their witnesses are reliable.  

3) These have been perfectly understood and written in order. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is more accurate to spread message by writings than oral instructions. 

2) The foundation of Christians’ faith is built upon the absolutely true facts. 

Luke. 1:5 “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.” 


YLT: “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest, by name Zacharias, of the course of Abijah, and his wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name Elisabeth;” 

Meaning of Words: “Zacharias”: remembrance of God; “Elizabeth”: oath of God. 


The Background: “the division of Ajijah” There were twenty-four divisions of the Priests of the Old Testament and “the division of Ajijah” was the eighth division (See 1Cor. 24:4-16) and priests in every division worked seven days. 


Literal Meaning: “there was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea”, “the king of Judea”, also called “Herod the Great” by historians, was an Edomite and was tetrarch of Judea under the Roman Empire. He ruled from B.C. 37 to A.D. 4. When the Lord Jesus was born, it was he that cruelly killed the male children in the parts of Bethlehem (See Matt. 2:16). 

  “His wife was of the daughters of Aaron” means that she was the daughter of the priest because the offspring of Aaron is the priest and therefore Aaron is the synonym of the priest. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers (2Cor. 6:14); believers should not only chose believers to get married and it would be best that two parties love the Lord. 

2) Young believers should not merely choose their spouses by appearance and they should observe the condition of the family of the other (especially one’s parents) before God. 

Luke. 1:6 “And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.”


YLT: “and they were both righteous before God, going on in all the commands and righteousnesses of the Lord blameless,”

Meaning of Words: “righteous”: just; “commandments”: commands; “ordinances”: judgment, regulation, determination. 


Literal Meaning: “they were both righteous before God.” It does not mean that they were perfect and sinless so that they could be justified before God (See Rom. 3:10). It means that they obeyed the commandments and ceremonies of the Law (See Pill. 3:6). 

  “Ordinances of the Lord” “ordinance” should be translated as “judgment” according to the original. The Law of the Old Testament could be divided into three parts: commandments, statutes and judgments. “Commandments” are the basic commands and there are Ten Commandments (See Exod. 20:2-17); “statutes” could also be translated as regulations and ordinances. They are the explanations in detail and complementary details of commandments (See Exod. 20:22-26); “judgments” are fundamentally same with ordinances, however, judges are added besides the explanations in detail and complementary details of commandments (See Exod. 21:1-23:19).

  “Blameless” indicates that they were blameless in the ceremonies of the Law rather than that they were perfect and blameless in all aspects. 

Luke. 1:7 “But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in years.”


YLT: “and they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and both were advanced in their days.”

The Background: the Jews behold that it is one’s greatest regret that he could not have a son to carry on the family name and it is shameful for a women who could not have a child (See v.25; Gen. 30:23; 2Sam. 6:23).


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Though Zacharias and Elizabeth were pious and served God in the order (See v.6, 8), they had “no child” and Elizabeth “was barren”. This shows that works of the Law could not give one life (Gal. 3:2, 11) because the Law and life are totally different two things. 

2) In the church one should not merely care about one’s own spiritual growth, one should care about the spiritual “bearing”------bearing spiritual offspring through spreading the glad tidings. 

Luke. 1:8 “So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his division,”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in his acting as priest, in the order of his course before God,”

Literal Meaning: “division” indicates the order for priests to serve in turn in the Holy Temple. 

Luke. 1:9 “according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord.”


YLT: “according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot was to make perfume, having gone into the sanctuary of the Lord,”

The Background: there was a golden altar of incense between the holy and the holies of all in the Holy Temple and one of the duties of priests was to make sure that the incense in the alter burn day and night and change the new incense before the sacrifice of morning and after the sacrifice of evening (See Exod. 30:6-8; 1Sam. 2:28; 1Cor. 23:13; 2Cor. 29:11). There were several priests in one division and not everyone was allowed to enter in to carry out this duty and therefore they gave forth their lots and the one who got the lot was allowed to enter in. At that time, there were more than ten thousand priests and therefore one may have one chance at most to enter the Temple to burn incense in his life. It shows that this is a unique and glorious right. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Priests should always burn incense in the holy and it is full of sweet odour. We, serving God in the church, should always pray and deliver our thanks, praise and supplications to God. 

2) It is the easiest for men to have revelation of God in their prayers (See v.11). 

Luke. 1:10 “And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense.”


YLT: “and all the multitude of the people were praying without, at the hour of the perfume.”

Literal Meaning: “the whole multitude of the people was praying outside” “outside” indicates the courtyard that is outside of the holy and inside of the wall of the temple. 


Spiritual Meaning: “incense” symbolizes the reality of prayer (See Rev. 5:8).

Luke. 1:11 “Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of incense.”


YLT: “And there appeared to him a messenger of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of the perfume,”

The Background: “the altar of incense” is inside of the holy and common ones are not allowed to enter in.  


Spiritual Meaning: “standing on the right side of the altar of incense” “the altar of incense” is the place of praying; “right side” is the place to be blessed. This verse symbolizes that their prayers are acceptable to God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Praying is to draw near to God and have communion with God; only those who always pray to God could often see heavenly visions. 

2) No prayer, no answer. Fewer prayers, fewer answers. More prayers, more answers. 

Luke. 1:12 “And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.”


YLT: “and Zacharias, having seen, was troubled, and fear fell on him;”

Meaning of Words: “fell upon”: fall down, light on; “was troubled”: worried, stir; “fear”: be afraid, reverence. 


Enlightenment in the Word: heavenly visions are incomprehensible to men in their natural concepts (See 2:9) and therefore unavoidably “he was troubled and fear fell upon him.”  

Luke. 1:13 “But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.”


YLT: “and the messenger said unto him, `Fear not, Zacharias, for thy supplication was heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear a son to thee, and thou shalt call his name John,”

Meaning of Words: “Zacharias”: remembrance of God; “Elizabeth”: God is my oath, God who keeps covenant, God’s oath; “John”: Jehovah is merciful, the Lord is good, God’s grace. 


Literal Meaning: “for your prayer is heard” “prayer” in the original means the special appeal to God instead of common “prayer” (See v.10).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s grace (the meaning of “John”) is the result that He remembers (the meaning of “Zacharias”) His oath (the meaning of “Elizabeth”). 

2) The prayers of believers are to let God “hear”; only the prayers that God “hears” could be answered by God. Unfortunately, our many prayers are only to let men hear. 

Luke. 1:14 “And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.”


YLT: “and there shall be joy to thee, and gladness, and many at his birth shall joy,”

Literal Meaning: “you will have joy and gladness” “joy” is one of the special points of this book and it is the main tone of the first several chapters. 

Luke. 1:15 “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.”


YLT: “for he shall be great before the Lord, and wine and strong drink he may not drink, and of the Holy Spirit he shall be full, even from his mother`s womb;”

The Background: Nazarites were separated to Jehovah in the Jews and they vowed the vow that they would not drink wine all their life (See Num. 6:1-4). 

Literal Meaning: “he will be great in the sight of the Lord.” It means that he will be a useful man before God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is of no value to be great before men and it is of true value to be great before God.  

2) “Being full of wine” seems to be similar to “being full of the Holy Spirit” in appearance (See Acts. 2:13-18). Actually, the former enables men to debauch (Eph. 5:18) and the latter enables men to be controlled by God. 

3) It is hopeless for those who are full of wine to be full of the Holy Spirit. We must purge ourselves from things of dishonor (what the wine symbolizes) and then we will be sanctified and meet for the master’s use (2Tim. 2:21). 

Luke. 1:16 “And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.”


YLT: “and many of the sons of Israel he shall turn to the Lord their God,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In order to make men turn from the wrong ways, what’s the most important is to make them turn to God; unfortunately, many Christians turn to reasons, doctrines and good behaviors but put God aside. 

2) The turn that one has not turned to God is not the true turn. 

Luke. 1:17 “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’”


YLT: “and he shall go before Him, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn hearts of fathers unto children, and disobedient ones to the wisdom of righteous ones, to make ready for the Lord, a people prepared.’”

Meaning of Words: “turn”: convert, return; “wisdom”: intellectual insight, intelligence, prudence. 


The Background: “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah” “Elijah” was the most famous prophet in the Old Testament. He fought against several hundreds of Baal’s prophets and killed all of them (See 1Kings. 18:19-40) and changed the age of Israel from worshipping Baal to worshipping Jehovah.

  “To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just” This sentence is quoted from the book of Malachi in which it was predicted that Elijah the prophet would be sent to retrieve men’s hearts, lest Jehovah comes and smites the earth with a curse (Mal. 4:5-6). However, Luke had changed “to turn the heart of the children to their fathers” into “the disobedient to the wisdom of the just”. 


Literal Meaning: “He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah” John the Baptist did not come with the flesh of Elijah (See John. 1:21), however, he was in “the spirit and power” of Elijah and made the Jews who were with him in that age repent and turn to God. 

  “To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,” has two meanings: 

1) The last half sentence was changed from “to turn the heart of the children to their fathers” (Mal. 4:6) and therefore according to paired comparison, this sentence indicates that, “the righteous fathers care about rebellious children and the rebellious children turn to the wisdom of the righteous fathers”. It means that the rebellious people (children) of this age who do not fear God turn to the right way, like the pious ancestors (fathers) of Israel. 

2) If we explain “the heart of fathers” as “the hard hearts” of the ancestors of Israel and “the children” as “humbleness and gentleness” of children. This sentence means that, “turn the hard hearts to be gentle and the rebellious and unrighteous ones to the wisdom of the just.” 

“To make ready a people prepared for the Lord” “a people prepared for the Lord” indicate those who turn to the wisdom of the just, i.e. those who turn to the Lord and are willing to be sent and used by Him. 

Luke. 1:18 “And Zacharias said to the angel, ‘How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.’”


YLT: “And Zacharias said unto the messenger, ‘Whereby shall I know this? for I am aged, and my wife is advanced in her days?’”

Literal Meaning: “How shall I know this?” Since one already has the appearing of the angel, his unbelief is shown by asking evidence again (See v.20).

Luke. 1:19 “And the angel answered and said to him, ‘I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings.”


YLT: “And the messenger answering said to him, `I am Gabriel, who have been standing near before God, and I was sent to speak unto thee, and to proclaim these good news to thee,”

Meaning of Words: “Gabriel”: man of God, God my hero, God the mighty warrior.  


The Background: “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God.” “Gabriel” may be one of the archangels who once was sent by God to explain to Daniel the vision that Daniel saw and revealed him things of the Messiah (See Dan. 8:15-26; 9:21-27). 

Luke. 1:20 “But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.’”


YLT: “and lo, thou shalt be silent, and not able to speak, till the day that these things shall come to pass, because thou didst not believe my words, that shall be fulfilled in their season.’”


Literal Meaning: “because you did not believe my words” Here “did not believe” indicates that men doubt the word of God and do not treat what God is going to do as true. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Which will be fulfilled in their own time” If the words of God have not be fulfilled, the reason must be that the time has not come yet. Therefore we should wait by faith with patience.  

2) Believing enables us to open our mouth to praise and bear witness (See 2Cor. 4:13) and unbelieving enables us to be speechless. 

3) Zacharias hardly believed in God’s power of resurrection because he paid heed to his own weakness ------oldness (See v.18) all the time and therefore he became speechless and could not bear witness to God. If we are willing to bear witness to God, we should turn our eyes to God from ourselves. 

4) There was at least nine months from the time Zacharias became speechless to the time John the Baptist was born. This period of time may be a good chance for him to be blessed because he was unable to communicate with men and this impelled him to turn to God, have communion with God, know God more and experience Him. Therefore after he was recovered and was able to speak, the first thing he did was to praise God (See v.64).
Luke. 1:21 “And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple.”


YLT: “And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and wondering at his tarrying in the sanctuary,”

Literal Meaning: “the people waited for Zacharias” This means that they waited him to come out of the holy and declared the blessing of the priest Aaron (See Num. 6:24-26).

  “Marveled that he lingered so long in the temple” indicates that he lingered in the temple longer than the regular time. 

Luke. 1:22 “But when he came out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to them and remained speechless.”


YLT: “and having come out, he was not able to speak to them, and they perceived that a vision he had seen in the sanctuary, and he was beckoning to them, and did remain dumb.”

Luke. 1:23 “So it was, as soon as the days of his service were completed, that he departed to his own house.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, when the days of his service were fulfilled, he went away to his house,”

The Background: priests worked in the Holy Temple seven days every six months and in other days they returned to their own houses and worked to earn a living. 

Luke. 1:24 “Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying,”


YLT: “and after those days, his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying”

Literal Meaning: “she hid herself five months” The first five months are the critical days for elder pregnant women and it is very easy to miscarry. Probably she waited and made the public know that she was pregnant until the fact was manifest undeniably. 

Luke. 1:25 “‘Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people."”


YLT: “`Thus hath the Lord done to me, in days in which He looked upon [me], to take away my reproach among men.’”


Meaning of Words: “looked on”: behold, look upon, look after; “had dealt with”: make or do. 


The Background: the Jews held that someone was punished by God if she was barren (See Exod. 23:36; Deut. 7:14; 1Sam. 1:6) and therefore they thought it was the reproach. 

Luke. 1:26 “Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,”


YLT: “And in the sixth month was the messenger Gabriel sent by God, to a city of Galilee, the name of which [is] Nazareth,”


The Background: out of Galilee arose no prophet (See John. 7:52) and Nazareth was a city despised by men (See John. 1:46).



Literal Meaning: “in the sixth month” indicates that it was accounted from the day John the Baptist was conceived in his mother’s womb. 
Luke. 1:27 “to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.”


YLT: “to a virgin, betrothed to a man, whose name [is] Joseph, of the house of David, and the name of the virgin [is] Mary.”

The Background: in ancient times, the Jewish girls were engaged (betrothed) in their teens and they got married about one year later after their engagements. 


Literal Meaning: “to a virgin” “a virgin” indicates a young girl who had not got married. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a virgin” typifies the one who loves the Lord with pure heart and is unspotted by sin and the world. 

Luke. 1:28 “And having come in, the angel said to her, ‘Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!’”


YLT: “And the messenger having come in unto her, said, `Hail, favoured one, the Lord [is] with thee; blessed [art] thou among women;’”

Literal Meaning: “highly favored one” indicates the girl who received God’s grace and was chosen to bear the certain mission. 

  “The Lord is with you” means that “the Lord’s favor falls in you”.  

Luke. 1:29 “But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.”


YLT: “and she, having seen, was troubled at his word, and was reasoning of what kind this salutation may be.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we encounter new things, we should not set a conclusion immediately. We should put it in our hearts, “consider” it and quietly wait for God’s next guidance. Maybe we could become God’s vessel and fulfill His will. 

2) “Considering” the things of the Lord is to give the Lord a chance to lead us. 

Luke. 1:30 “Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”


YLT: “And the messenger said to her, `Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with God;”
Luke. 1:31 “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.”


YLT: “and lo, thou shalt conceive in the womb, and shalt bring forth a son, and call his name Jesus;”

Meaning of Words: “Jesus” Jehovah the savior, the salvation of Jehovah. 


Literal Meaning: “shall call His name JESUS” “Jesus” the name shows that He is Jehovah Himself who came to be our Savior and made us receive the salvation of God. 

Luke. 1:32 “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.”


YLT: “he shall be great, and Son of the Highest he shall be called, and the Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father,”

Literal Meaning: “the Son of the Highest” “the Highest” indicates the most high and it is used to call God in the New and Old Testament (See Gen. 14:18).

  “Throne of His father David” indicates the throne that was promised to the coming Messiah. The Messiah is the Son of David (See 2Sam. 7:13, 16; Ps. 2:6-7; 89:26-27; Is. 9:6-7). 

  The Lord Jesus is both “the Son of the Highest” and “the Son of David”, showing His identity of both the Son of God and the Son of Man. 

Luke. 1:33 “And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.’”


YLT: “and he shall reign over the house of Jacob to the ages; and of his reign there shall be no end.’”

Literal Meaning: “He will reign over the house of Jacob forever” indicates that He will be the king of God’s elect; “the house of Jacob” is another name of Israel. 

  “And of His kingdom there will be no end.” Please see the fifteenth verse in the eleventh chapter in revelation. 


Spiritual Meaning: “He will reign over the house of Jacob” “the house of Jacob” symbolizes the church because Christians are the true Jews (See Rom. 2:28-29).

Luke. 1:34 “Then Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I do not know a man?’”


YLT: “And Mary said unto the messenger, ‘How shall this be, seeing a husband I do not know?’”

Literal Meaning: “How can this be, since I do not know a man?” Her saying is to ask the way to conceive and bear a son and this does not indicate that she did not believe in the word of the angel (See v.20). Therefore she was called “she who believed” (See v.45). 

Luke. 1:35 “And the angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”


YLT: “And the messenger answering said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore also the holy-begotten thing shall be called Son of God;”

Literal Meaning: “the Holy Spirit will come upon you” indicates that the conception was the work of the Holy Spirit (See Matt. 1:18, 20).

  “The power of the Highest will overshadow you” “overshadow” means to protect. 

  “Holy One who is to be born” “Holy one” indicates that the Lord Jesus is separated to God and He did not know sin (See 2Cor. 5:21, Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 1Pet. 2:22; 1John. 3:5), so that He is qualified to be the savior of sinners. 

  “Will be called the Son of God” “the Son” inherits father’s life and character and therefore the son is the manifestation of the father. The Lord Jesus is “the Son of God” and He has the perfect divinity. He is completely “God” on one hand and on the other He is the completely “man”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus was born after the Holy Spirit comes upon Mary and He was conceived in her body therefore He has both the divinity and the humanity, i.e. God has been manifested in flesh (1Tim. 3:16). 

2) The Lord is both God and man and therefore He is qualified to be the savior of men. Negatively He, replacing men, bore sins and positively He gave the life of God to men. 

3) The Holy Spirit made Mary have conceived Jesus. Though the Holy Spirit has great power, only when we are obedient will He have chance to work in us. 

Luke. 1:36 “Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.”


YLT: “and lo, Elisabeth, thy kinswoman, she also hath conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month to her who was called barren;”

Literal Meaning: “Elizabeth your relative” We have no way to research what kind of relationship is between Mary and Elizabeth; however, according to this saying we could know that John the Baptist was a distant relative of Jesus and he was half a year older than Jesus. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Not only the Lord Himself was born by the Virgin Mary, but also the Lord’s forerunner John the Baptist was born by his parents who were too old to bear child. This shows that the origin of Christ and that are of Christ must be God’s supernatural and infinite power of life. All that are natural and artificial have no place here. 

2) With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible (Matt. 19:26). 
Luke. 1:37 “For with God nothing will be impossible.’”


YLT: “because nothing shall be impossible with God.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast; the worlds were framed by word of God (Heb. 11:3). 

2) The words that are written in the Bible are objective words to common people. Only when they become our subjective and seasonable words will the words be effective in us. 

3) If men believe in words of God, they will be confirmed forever and let the will of God be fulfilled.  

Luke. 1:38 “Then Mary said, ‘Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.’ And the angel departed from her.”


YLT: “And Mary said, ‘Lo, the maid-servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to thy saying,’ and the messenger went away from her.”

The Background: Mary has not got married (See v.34) and was betrothed to Joseph (See v.27). In the society at that time, it was not only disgraceful but also the most dangerous for a girl who did not get married to conceive and bear a son. Because she may probably be kicked out of her family, divorced by her fiancé and stoned to death by anyone. 


Literal Meaning: “behold the maidservant of the Lord!” It means that my body and life belonged to the Lord and she was willing to obey the Lord’s arrangement and instruction. 

  “Let it be to me according to your word” It means that she was willing to lay down all the worry, even the sacrifice of her reputation and integrity. She would pay any price to seek the fulfillment of God’s words. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should know that our position as “the Lord’s maidservant (servant)” and then we will be obedient and “let” the will of God be fulfilled on us. 

2) God needs men to be His vessels to do things and then the power of His words would be shown; therefore men’s cooperation ------receiving His words is needed for the fulfillment of God’s words 

3) Only those who love God more than anything else, even more than his own life, are worthy to be useful vessels of the Lord. 

4) God’s voice is always in our hearts and His word is powerful. The moment we know that God has spoken to us, we should reply Him that “let it be to me according to your word”. 
Luke. 1:39 “Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah,”


YLT: “And Mary having arisen in those days, went to the hill-country, with haste, to a city of Judea,”

Literal Meaning: “went into the hill country” “the hill country” is the pronoun of the land of Judah because there are more hills in the land of Judah than that in Galilee. 

Luke. 1:40 “and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.”


YLT: “and entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.”

Literal Meaning: please note that in v.39 and v.40, Luke used the skillful rhetoric------“arose…went into…to…” (v.39), “entered…greeted…” He used verbs to describe these step by step, from far to near, and from large places to individual person. 

Luke. 1:41 “And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe did leap in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,”

Literal Meaning: “Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.” Luke seemed to purposely describe that the sweet fellowship between them were inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Luke. 1:42 “Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!”


YLT: “and spake out with a loud voice, and said, ‘Blessed [art] thou among women, and blessed [is] the fruit of thy womb;”

Literal Meaning: “the fruit of your womb!” In the New Testament, “fruit” is translated as “son” sometimes (See Acts. 2:30).


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christ is the fruit that is born in Mary by the Holy Spirit; if we let the Holy Spirit work freely in us, we will bear fruits of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22).

2) The angel called Mary the “highly favored one” (v.28) and Elizabeth called her “blessed among women”. Even she herself said that “all generations will call me blessed” (v.48). The reasons are that: 1) she was used by God for the Lord Jesus; 2) the Lord Jesus dwelled in her. Amen. The greatest and highest grace for men is to obtain the Lord Jesus and be used by Him. 

Luke. 1:43 “But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”


YLT: “and whence [is] this to me, that the mother of my Lord might come unto me?”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that “I am greatly honored that the mother of my Lord came to me!”

Luke. 1:44 “For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.”


YLT: “for, lo, when the voice of thy salutation came to my ears, leap in gladness did the babe in my womb;”


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The sweet fellowship between Mary and Elizabeth shows that the true fellowship among the saints depends on the indwelling Christ. If we communicate with those who are of Christ by the indwelling Christ, we could “leap with joy” from our hearts. 

2) Deep calls unto deep (Ps. 42:7); anything that is of the Holy Spirit could be sensed one another. 

3) Only the witness that comes out of the deep of the spirit will move men’s spirit. 

Luke. 1:45 “Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.’”


YLT: “and happy [is] she who did believe, for there shall be a completion to the things spoken to her from the Lord.’”


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When all roads around us are closed and we doubt about God’s promises, we should remember that God’s promises must be fulfilled. Because “all the promises of God in Christ are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2Cor. 1:20). 

2) God’s everlasting faithfulness enables the promises in the Bible “the greatest and precious” (2Pet. 1:4). Men’s promises are usually of no value and the breaking of promises breaks men’s hearts. However, God has not broken His promise one time to any of His children from world’s foundation. 

Luke. 1:46 “And Mary said: ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,”


YLT: “And Mary said, `My soul doth magnify the Lord,”

Meaning of Words: “magnify”: enlarge, exaggerate, praise. 


Literal Meaning: “my soul magnifies the Lord” “My soul” indicates all the awareness of soul, including the thoughts, feelings and will; “magnifies the Lord” means to venerate the Lord and let Him have the preeminence in all things (Col. 1:18).


Enlightenment in the Word: our true service to the Lord origins from our hearts that “magnify the Lord”.

Luke. 1:47 “And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.”


YLT: “And my spirit was glad on God my Saviour,”

Meaning of Words: “rejoiced”: exult. 


Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the tenth verse in the sixty-first chapter of the book of Isaiah. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Mary also needs a Savior like us and therefore we do not need to worship Mary. 

2) Mary’s soul first magnifies the Lord (v.46) and then her spirit has rejoiced in God her Savior. The fearing of God in one’s heart is the reason of joy in spirit. 

3) When our hearts and spirits are full of the Holy Spirit, our mouths will be full of the voice of joy and praise. 

4) The reason why Mary could sing such beautiful praise is that she was willing to receive Christ even at the sacrifice of her own virtue and fame. It is real that the true praise is sung by those who would sacrifice themselves to obtain Christ. 
Luke. 1:48 “For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.”


YLT: “Because He looked on the lowliness of His maid-servant, For, lo, henceforth call me happy shall all the generations,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the eleventh verse in the first chapter of the first book of Samuel. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Humbleness and obedience are the prerequisite to be blessed 

2) We should know that humbleness is the requirement to be exalted (See 14:11; Pill. 2:5-10). 

Luke. 1:49 “For He who is mighty has done great things for me, And holy is His name.”


YLT: “For He who is mighty did to me great things, And holy [is] His name,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the third verse of the one hundred and twenty-sixth chapter of the book of Psalms. 

Luke. 1:50 “And His mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to generation.”


YLT: “And His kindness [is] to generations of generations, To those fearing Him,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the seventeenth verse of the one hundred and third chapter in the book of Psalms. 


Enlightenment in the Word: fearing God is the best way to be blessed by God. 

Luke. 1:51 “He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.”


YLT: “He did powerfully with His arm, He scattered abroad the proud in the thought of their heart,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the tenth verse of the eighty-ninth chapter of the book of Psalms. 

  “He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.” It indicates that the thoughts of proud were scattered by God. 

Luke. 1:52 “He has put down the mighty from their thrones, And exalted the lowly.”


YLT: “He brought down the mighty from thrones, And He exalted the lowly,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the eleventh verse of the fifth chapter in the book of Job. 


Enlightenment in the Word: for whosoever exalts himself shall be abased, and he that humbles himself shall be exalted (See 14:11). 

Luke. 1:53 “He has filled the hungry with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty.”


YLT: “The hungry He did fill with good, And the rich He sent away empty,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the ninth verse of the one hundred and seventh chapter of the book of Psalms. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “He has filled the hungry with good things.” Only the hungry will be filled with good things. All the spiritual graces of God are for those who are hungry in spirit (See Matt. 5:3, 6). 

2) The only requirement to be blessed by God, make progress in spirit and experience the abundance of the Lord is being poor; we should always empty ourselves. 

Luke. 1:54 “He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy,”


YLT: “He received again Israel His servant, To remember kindness,”

Literal Meaning: this verse is quoted from the third verse of the ninety-eighth chapter of the book of Psalms. 


Enlightenment in the Word: it is God’s help that enables believers to be able to accomplish what God has entrusted. 

Luke. 1:55 “As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever.’”


YLT: “As He spake unto our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed to the age.’”

Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that God is faithful to carry out His words. 

Luke. 1:56 “And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her house.”


YLT: “And Mary remained with her about three months, and turned back to her house.”

Literal Meaning: “about three months” Mary went to live with Elizabeth when she was six months pregnant (See v.36) and therefore Mary lived there and returned home until Elizabeth was going to give birth to a child. 

Luke. 1:57 “Now Elizabeth's full time came for her to be delivered, and she brought forth a son.”


YLT: “And to Elisabeth was the time fulfilled for her bringing forth, and she bare a son,”
Luke. 1:58 “When her neighbors and relatives heard how the Lord had shown great mercy to her, they rejoiced with her.”


YLT: “and the neighbours and her kindred heard that the Lord was making His kindness great with her, and they were rejoicing with her.”

Luke. 1:59 “So it was, on the eighth day, that they came to circumcise the child; and they would have called him by the name of his father, Zacharias.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, on the eighth day, they came to circumcise the child, and they were calling him by the name of his father, Zacharias,”

The Background: male children of the Jews should be circumcised on the day they are eight days old (See Gen. 17:9-14, 22-27), i.e. cutting off the foreskin. According to the Jewish customs, they usually call the name of the child when he is circumcised. 

Luke. 1:60 “His mother answered and said, ‘No; he shall be called John.’”


YLT: “and his mother answering said, `No, but he shall be called John.’”
Luke. 1:61 “But they said to her, ‘There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.’”


YLT: “And they said unto her ‘There is none among thy kindred who is called by this name,’”

Enlightenment in the Word: John was born according to the supernatural principle and therefore he could not be called according to the common rules. This shows that the true spiritual outcomes always exceed the tradition and even break the tradition. 

Luke. 1:62 “So they made signs to his father--what he would have him called.”


YLT: “and they were making signs to his father, what he would wish him to be called,”

Luke. 1:63 “And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, ‘His name is John.’ So they all marveled.”


YLT: “and having asked for a tablet, he wrote, saying, `John is his name;’ and they did all wonder;”

Literal Meaning: “he asked for a writing tablet” “a writing tablet” is a small piece of board and on which there is a thin layer of wax. 
Luke. 1:64 “Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, praising God.”


YLT: “and his mouth was opened presently, and his tongue, and he was speaking, praising God.”
Luke. 1:65 “Then fear came on all who dwelt around them; and all these sayings were discussed throughout all the hill country of Judea.”


YLT: “And fear came upon all those dwelling around them, and in all the hill-country of Judea were all these sayings spoken of,”
Luke. 1:66 “And all those who heard them kept them in their hearts, saying, ‘What kind of child will this be?" And the hand of the Lord was with him.”


YLT: “and all who heard did lay them up in their hearts, saying, `What then shall this child be?’ and the hand of the Lord was with him.”

Enlightenment in the Word: God’s presence is the foundation of our life and work. With God’s presence, we could bear witness in life and be powerful in work. 

Luke. 1:67 “Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:”


YLT: “And Zacharias his father was filled with the Holy Spirit, and did prophesy, saying,”

Literal Meaning: “and prophesied, saying” “prophesied” not only predicts the things in future, but also preaches the word of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Holy Spirit inspires men to say what they should say (See Matt. 10:19-20); therefore we should be “filled with the Holy Spirit” and then speak for God. 

2) The Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ; all that are inspired by the Holy Spirit will praise Christ as the Lord (1Cor. 12:3). 

Luke. 1:68 “‘Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people,”


YLT: “`Blessed [is] the Lord, the God of Israel, Because He did look upon, And wrought redemption for His people,” 
Luke. 1:69 “And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David,”


YLT: “And did raise an horn of salvation to us, In the house of David His servant,”

Literal Meaning: “has raised up a horn of salvation for us” The strength of animals is shown in their horns. Therefore “horn” symbolizes the strength (See Deut. 33:17; Ps. 22:21; Mic. 4:13). “A horn of salvation” indicates the coming Savior of mighty (See 2Sam. 22:2-3).

Luke. 1:70 “As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began,”


YLT: “As He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets, Which have been from the age;” 
Luke. 1:71 “That we should be saved from our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us,”


YLT: “Salvation from our enemies, And out of the hand of all hating us,”

Spiritual Meaning: “enemies” indicates the devil Satan; “who hates us” indicates the world that are utilized by the devil (See John. 15:18-19).

Luke. 1:72 “To perform the mercy promised to our fathers And to remember His holy covenant,”


YLT: “To do kindness with our fathers, And to be mindful of His holy covenant,”

Literal Meaning: “to remember His holy covenant” “covenant” indicates God’s “promise” to men in His words, there is little difference between “covenant” and “promise”; the “covenant” comes into being when oath is added to make sure and seal the “promise” (See v.73). It shows that promise is first and then the covenant; God’s covenant is established upon His promise (See Heb. 8:6). 


Enlightenment in the Word: God is faithful and He must remember and carry out “the words that He has promised” to men. 

Luke. 1:73 “The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:”


YLT: “An oath that He sware to Abraham our father,”

Literal Meaning: “oath” indicates that God confirms in His Godhood and He must carry out His promise to men. “Promise” becomes “covenant” after the procedure that God confirms it with oath (See v.72). 

Luke. 1:74 “To grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear,”


YLT: “To give to us, without fear, Out of the hand of our enemies having been delivered,”

Enlightenment in the Word: Israel is unable to serve God under the hand of the Egyptian Pharaoh and therefore they have to be delivered from “the hand of our enemies” and then they might serve God. 

Luke. 1:75 “In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life.”


YLT: “To serve Him, in holiness and righteousness Before Him, all the days of our life.”


Literal Meaning: “serve Him in holiness and righteousness” “holiness” indicates piety, uncommon; “righteousness” indicates equity and ingenuousness; the former is especially towards God and the latter towards men. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The connection between v.74 and v.75 shows that we must first be delivered from the hand of Satan (v.74) and then we might live before God “all the days of our life”.

2) Since we have been saved, the problem is whether we have lived well before God and served Him well. 

Luke. 1:76 “‘And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,”


YLT: “And thou, child, Prophet of the Highest Shalt thou be called; For thou shalt go before the face of the Lord, To prepare His ways.”

Meaning of Words: prepare: provide, make ready. 


The Background: when the king was on a tour of inspection in ancient times, there were a group of people being sent forward to prepare the way by crying. If the road was rugged or crooked, they would make the road straight before the king came.  


Literal Meaning: “you will go before the face of the Lord” “the Lord” indicates Jesus Christ; this shows that John the Baptist would be the forerunner of the Lord Jesus. 

  “To prepare His ways” Here “His ways” are not the ways in which we walk; it indicates that the duty of John the Baptist is to prepare the way for the Lord------make men’s thoughts turn to the Lord and let the Lord have flat ways to enter men’s hearts for salvation (See 3:4-6).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The chief duty of the Lord’s servants is to prepare the way for the Lord; any work that could not let the Lord have more ways to work in men’s hearts could not be accounted to serve the Lord. 

2) The Lord’s ways are not the outward teachings, regulations, ways or systems but “men”; if “men” are right, the Lord will have ways. 

Luke. 1:77 “To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins,”


YLT: “To give knowledge of salvation to His people In remission of their sins,”

Literal Meaning: this verse shows that the origin of salvation is the remission of sins because we “have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Eph. 1:7). 

Luke. 1:78 “Through the tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us;”


YLT: “Through the tender mercies of our God, In which the rising from on high did look upon us,”

Spiritual Meaning: “dayspring” indicates the light of the glorious gospel of Christ (See 2Cor. 4:14). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If there had not been “the tender mercy of out God”, no one could know the Savior Christ; God’s mercy and love are the origin of our being saved. 

2) The first step of salvation is lightening and Christ is the light (See John. 1:4, 9; 9:5); the Lord comes, i.e. the light comes and this is our glad tidings. 

Luke. 1:79 “To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.’”


YLT: “To give light to those sitting in darkness and death-shade, To guide our feet to a way of peace.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We were originally “sitting in darkness and the shadow of death” because our thoughts have been blinded by Satan (See 2Cor. 4:4). Therefore we were in darkness and did not know God or ourselves. 

2) Satan makes men not only “sit in darkness” but also “sit in the shadow of death”; it makes men fell dead, depressed, lifeless and immovable. 

3) The light is the origin of life and the light brings in life; where there is not light there will be the scene of death. 

4) Only the feet of those who have been “lightened” by the “dayspring” (v.78) could be guided into “the way of peace”.   

5) Those who have not been “lightened” by the light of Christ, no matter they walk in the way of the world or the way of the Spirit, they could not have “peace”.

6) The more the light of Christ lightens, the more peaceful our ways are. 
Luke. 1:80 “So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel.”


YLT: “And the child grew, and was strengthened in spirit, and he was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel.”

The Background: around the birth of the Lord Jesus there were the Essences and they lived precisely, were assiduous and abstinent, lived in the deserts like hermits and were self-supporting. Some people held that John the Baptist was one of the Essences and later was called by God to preach and became the forerunner of Jesus.   


Spiritual Meaning: “was in the deserts” The deserts are the places that are aloof from culture and religion and the deserts typify the environment in which men are not affected by men’s culture or religion. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Knowledge of Jesus Christ

I. He is the Son of Man------ you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son (v.31a). 

II. He came to the world to save sinners------ and shall call His name JESUS (v.31b; See Matt. 1:21). 

III. He might have the preeminence in all things------He will be great (v.32a; See Col. 1:18). 

IV. He is the Son of God------He will be called the Son of the Highest (v.32b).

V. He is the king to inherit the kingdom------the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David (v.32c).

VI. Of His kingdom there will be no end (v.33; See Rev. 11:15).

How to Manifest Christ (v.35)

I. One has to manifest Christ by the Holy Spirit------the Holy Spirit will come upon you. 

II. One has to manifest Christ by the power of God------the power of the Highest will overshadow you.

III. One has to manifest Christ by being separated to God------Holy One who is to be born. 

IV. One has to manifest Christ by the life of God------will be called the Son of God.

Learning to Praise the Lord from the Praise of Mary

I. My soul magnifies the Lord (v.46)------the praise of lips must come out of the homage of hearts. 

II. My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior (v.47)------the praise must come out of the enjoyment of the Spirit. 

III. He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant (v.48)------we should praise Him because of His favor. 

IV. He who is mighty has done great things for me (v.49a)------we should praise Him because of His blessing. 

V. Holy is His name (v.49b)------we should praise because of “His being”.

VI. His mercy is on those who fear Him (v.50)-----we should praise Him because of His mercy.

VII. He has shown strength with His arm (v.51)------we should praise Him because of His strength. 

VIII. He has exalted the lowly (v.52)------we should praise Him because of His condescendence. 

IX. He has filled the hungry with good things (v.53)------we should praise Him because of His supply. 

X. He has helped His servant Israel (v.54)------we should praise Him because of His help. 

XI. As He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed (v.55)------we should praise Him because of His faithfulness. 

Knowing the Salvation from the Praise of Zacharias

I. We should be saved from the hands of our enemies (v.71-74)------to make us be delivered from the power of the devil. 

II. To grant us to before Him all the days of our lives (v.75a)------to make us to live before God. 

III. Serve Him in holiness and righteousness (v.75b)------to make us serve God justly. 

IV. Go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways (v.76)------to make the Lord have flat ways. 

V. To give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins (v.77)------to make people that God has chosen and predestinated know the salvation subjectively through experience. 

VI. Through the tender mercy of our God (v.78a)------the salvation is of God’s mercy. 

VII. The Dayspring from on high has visited us. To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death (v.78b-79a)------to bring the light of life and remove the shadow of death.

VIII. To guide our feet into the way of peace (v.79b)------to make us walk on the way of peace. 

The Stages for Christians to Receive Grace 

I. Preparation (v.76)------bringing us to God. 

II. Remission of sins (v.77a)------being reconciled with God. 

III. Knowledge (v.77b)------experiencing the salvation subjectively. 

IV. Walking in the way of peace (v.78-79)------running in the way everlasting. 

Luke Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter

The Birth and Growing up of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. The time and circumstance of His birth (v.1-7).

II. The preaching of Glad tidings of the angel and the praise of shepherds (v.8-20).

III. His being circumcised and being devoted to God (v.21-24).

IV. The praise of Simeon and the saying of a prophetess, Anna (v.25-38).

V. His growing up of the childhood and the event that He was in the temple when He was twelve years old (v.39-52). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 2:1 “And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.”

YLT: “And it came to pass in those days, there went forth a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world be enrolled”

Meaning of Words: “all the world”: the whole habitable earth. 


The Background: “Caesar Augustus” was the first emperor of the Roman Empire and he ruled the Roman Empire from B.C. 30 to A.D. 14. 


Literal Meaning: “all the world should be registered” “all the world” indicates the bound in the dominion of the Roman Empire at that time”; “be registered” is equal to the present popular census and the aim is for conscription and taxation at that time. 

  Caesar originally wanted to show his supremacy through this behavior. Unexpectedly, this behavior fulfilled the plan of God. In order to be registered, Joseph and Mary had to come to Bethlehem from Nazareth (See v.4) and in Bethlehem she gave birth to the Savior Jesus. Then the prophecy of the place of Christ’s birth in the Old Testament was fulfilled (See Mic. 5:2; John. 7:41-42). This shows that the registration was of the domination of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Everything that happens to us is of the well-pleasing thoughts of God (See Matt. 11:26). 
2) All the authorities on earth are the tools in the hand of God (See Prov. 21:1) to show His marvelous works and fulfill His will.

Luke. 2:2 “This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria.”

YLT: “this enrollment first came to pass when Cyrenius was governor of Syria”

The Background: according to the research of Joseph the Jewish historian, people at that time had to be registered every fourteen years. Quirinius had been the governor of Syria two times. The first time was from B.C. 6 to B.C. 4 and the second was from A.D. 6 to A.D. 9. Fortunately every time he was the governor of Syria, the registration took place and therefore here the book mentioned the “first”. 

  The year of the birth of the Lord Jesus was reckoned wrong by men so that it had been reckoned four to six years later at least concerning the beginning of an ear that is used universally. Therefore the actual year of His birth was in agreement with the history of this verse. 


Literal Meaning: “was governing Syria” “Syria” was one of the provinces of the Roman Empire and it was on the northeast of Palestine. The Roman Emperor directly appointed the governor of Syria. The governor, with great power, owned the authority to supervise the neighboring vassal states (the kingdom of Judah which Herod the Great ruled for example). 

Luke. 2:3 “So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.”

YLT: “and all were going to be enrolled, each to his proper city,”

Literal Meaning: “everyone to his own city” indicates that everyone returns to his registered ancestral home town.

Luke. 2:4 “Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,”

YLT: “and Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, that is called Bethlehem, because of his being of the house and family of David,”

Literal Meaning: “Joseph also went up from Galilee” Judea was in the south of Galilee, however, the land was higher and therefore the author used “went up”. 

  “The city of David, which is called Bethlehem” Bethlehem was the hometown of David (1Sam. 17:12) and therefore it was called the city of David. It was three days away from Bethlehem to Nazareth. 

  “He was of the house and lineage of David.” Joseph was the lineage of David the royalty (See Matt. 1:6-16). 

Luke. 2:5 “to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.”

YLT: “to enroll himself with Mary his betrothed wife, being with child.”

Literal Meaning: “to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife” “betrothed wife” indicated the fiancée who had been engaged; at that time, though they did not have the reality of husband and wife, they had the role of husband and wife and they were obliged to keep their virginities. If the fiancée committed adultery, she would be stoned to death by her fiancé (See Deut. 22: 23-24). 

  “Who was with child” “with child” indicates that it is close to the circumnatal period (See v.6). In ancient times women who were with child probably worked and traveled as usual. 

Luke. 2:6 “So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.”

YLT: “And it came to pass, in their being there, the days were fulfilled for her bringing forth,”

Literal Meaning: “while they were there” indicates the time that they stayed in Bethlehem. 

Luke. 2:7 “And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”

YLT: “and she brought forth her son the first-born, and wrapped him up, and laid him down in the manger, because there was not for them a place in the guest-chamber.”

The Background: at that time, there were many people seeking temporary lodging in order to be registered and the inns were full and the overcrowdedness even caused trouble. Therefore the boss of inns made the livestock sheds open to the poor travelers for their lodging.  


Literal Meaning: “laid Him in a manger” “a manger” was the crib that was made up of boards with nails to contain fodder of animals. It was a little bigger than a baby and it happened to be a bed to for the baby. 


Spiritual Meaning: this verse is a picture of typification, showing how the world dealt with Christ------the hearts of the world were chocked with cares of this life (See 8:14) and there was no room for Him so that He was dealt with badly -----He was laid in a manger. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man does not have where to lay His head (Matt. 8:20).

2) The only place in this world that accepts the Lord Jesus is the cross; since the world deal with the Lord this way, we should not hope to be dealt with better by the world. 

Luke. 2:8 “Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.”

YLT: “And there were shepherds in the same region, lodging in the field, and keeping the night-watches over their flock,”

Literal Meaning: “keeping watch over their flock by night.” “keeping watch” indicates in shifts; “over their flock” is to guard the flock from thieves and wild beasts.  

 Controversial Clarification: the so-called “Christmas” was established presumptuously by the Roman Catholic Church in the fourth century. At that time, the Emperor Constantine was changed to believe in Christianity and he commanded the whole people of the country to be converted to Christianity and this caused many nominal Christians. Most Romans were heathens who worshiped the sun-god before that time. They formerly regarded December 25th (from this day the days becomes longer and the nights become shorter) as the birthday of the sun-god and the whole nation celebrated the festivity joyously. Since the whole people were converted to Christianity, they still followed the old traditions and presumptuously appropriated December 25th as Christmas in the excuse of Jesus Christ who is the sun of righteousness (Mal. 4:2). Actually, the birth of the Lord Jesus should not be in the time of bitter winter------the end of the December and the reasons are as follows: 

  1) According to the latitude of Palestine, it is bitterly cold in the end of December and it is also the season of rain and snow. At that time, the shepherds and their flock could not pass the night in the wild. 

  2) According to the circumstantial evidence of history, “registration” (See v.1-3) is the historical fact that is on record. The big event that the whole people were influenced to receive the population census, every of which to his own country, should not take place in the time of bitter winter (it should not be spring or summer that are the busy seasons for farmers).

  Then, should Christians celebrate Christmas? Those approve this hold that:

  1) Though December 25th is not the birth of the Lord Jesus, establishing a day of common view to remember the birth of the Savior is good both to glorify God and benefit men. 

  2) Believers could thank and worship God, rejoice together and bear witness to the glad tidings through this festivity and therefore Christmas has the positive meaning. 

  However, many Christians who love the Lord with pure hearts, such as Watchman Nee and Wang Mingdao and other spiritual giants hold that the negative effects to celebrate Christmas are much more than the above positive effects. Therefore it is better not to celebrate Christmas and the reasons should never be neglected: 

  1) It was easy for the authors of Gospels to search the birthday of the Lord Jesus, however, they all omitted the day. It shows that through this God purposely made us not pay attention to the birthday like what the world does. 

  2) The Bible did not ask believers to remember the birth of the Lord Jesus, but His death (1Cor. 11: 23-26); we are saved because we believe in His death of redemption on the cross instead of His birth. 

  3) The so-called “Christmas Day” is not the commandment of God but the establishment of men, just like the king Jeroboam ordained a feast (1Kings. 12:32-33). It is a behavior to offer the sacrifice presumptuously and it must be unacceptable to God (See 1Sam. 15:22).

  4) Just like the Jews changed “the feasts of Jehovah” into “the Jew’s Feasts” (John. 2:13; 5:1; 7:2) and “your appointed feasts” (Is. 1:14). Today the “Christmas” is “the feast of Christianity” instead of “the feast of God”. Therefore it is abominated by God. 

  5) In fact, many believers bring in many customs of the world (such as dance, drinking to liven things up) in the excuse of the celebration of Christmas, even some heathen fiesta ways (such as the decoration of Christmas trees). This could not glorify God or benefit men at all, on the contrary, this humiliates the name of the Lord. 

  6) Many upright Christians originally want to preach the glad tidings and bear witness of the Lord through the celebration of Christmas, however, unconsciously they mislead the world to stress on the birth of the Lord more than His death and even neglect the death of redemption on the cross. As a result of that, the purpose of glad tidings is blurred. The greater part of those who receive this kind of gospel lack solid foundation of faith and they are Christians who are neither cold nor hot. 


Enlightenment in the Word: in the last days of darkness (“night”), we should remain aloof from the world (“in the fields”) and take care of the flock that the Lord has entrusted us faithfully (“keep watch over their flock”). 

Luke. 2:9 “And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.”

YLT: “and lo, a messenger of the Lord stood over them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they feared a great fear.”

Meaning of Words: “stood before”: come, be at hand (instant). 

Luke. 2:10 “Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.”

YLT: “And the messenger said to them, ‘Fear not, for lo, I bring you good news of great joy, that shall be to all the people”

Literal Meaning: “I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people” “good tidings of great joy” the birth of the Lord Jesus is good tidings of the greatest joy in the universe; “to all people” shows that it concerns not only the Jews but also all human beings. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Do not be afraid” This is the feature of the time of grace; the first message from above is the word of comfort. 

2) The birth of the Lord bring the hope of being redeemed to all things (See Col. 1:20; Rom. 8:21).

Luke. 2:11 “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

YLT: “because there was born to you to-day a Saviour who is Christ the Lord in the city of David,”

Literal Meaning: “there is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” Here it shows the three identities of the Lord Jesus on the earth: 1) Savior------He is the redeemer of all the people; 2) the Lord------He is dominator of all things and He is God; 3) Christ------He is the Messiah, the king. 

Luke. 2:12 “And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.’”

YLT: “and this [is] to you the sign: Ye shall find a babe wrapped up, lying in the manger.’”

Meaning of Words: “sign”: miracle, indication. 


Spiritual Meaning: this verse points out the sign of the Son of Man the Savior as follows: 

  1) “A Babe” “babe” symbolizes that though He is little, He is full of life. 

  2) “Lying in a manger” “manger” is the container to hold fodder of livestock; this symbolizes that though He is humble and despised by men, He is the bread which came down from heaven (See John. 6:41). 
Luke. 2:13 “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:”

YLT: “And suddenly there came with the messenger a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying,”

Literal Meaning: “a multitude of the heavenly host” indicate the angels (See v.15). 

Luke. 2:14 “‘Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!’”

YLT: “`Glory in the highest to God, and upon earth peace, among men good will.’”

Literal Meaning: “glory to God in the highest” “in the highest” indicates the place where God is, i.e. third heaven (See 2Cor. 12:2). “Glory” is that God Himself is manifest; the moment God is manifest, it is full of glory (See Exod. 40:35). God in heaven is spirit and He is invisible to men’s eyes and incomprehensible to men’s minds; the Lord Jesus------the world became flesh to declare God (John. 1:18) and made men know God. Therefore the birth of the Lord Jesus was to manifest God, i.e. glory to God in the highest. 

  “And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” “Peace” does not indicate the peace and success of environment but the peace and safety of minds. “Goodwill toward men” is a Hebrew idiom and it means the targets of God’s goodwill. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The praise of the angles shows the two duties of the Lord Jesus: on one hand He came to make God’s glory be manifest and on the other He came to make men have everlasting rest. 

2) God’s glory is manifested through His salvation; only when men receive God’s salvation will God be glorified. 

3) The salvation of God not only remits us from the punishment of sins but also makes us enjoy the life of God; the more we enjoy the life of God, the more God will be manifested and then God will be glorified. 

4) The more one’s self disappears in God, the more he would glorify God. 

5) There is no place for men’s glory in God’s work; any service should glorify God. 

6) Peace is to those who are acceptable to God. Those who seek to please God will enjoy peace. Only when we obey the will of God and be acceptable to God will we have true peace. 

7) First glory to God and then peace from God toward men. When you fully seek the glory of God, your soul will be lifted up to the heavenly and eternal realm. Peace shall be the king forever and peace shall come certainly because we are no longer troubled by gains and loss and the world. 

8) “Peace” of Christians is neither related to the objective environment nor affected by outside things. 

9) We should not seek peace besides God; there is only one fountain of peace in the whole world and that is God Himself. 

Luke. 2:15 “So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.’”

YLT: “And it came to pass, when the messengers were gone away from them to the heavens, that the men, the shepherds, said unto one another, `We may go over indeed unto Bethlehem, and see this thing that hath come to pass, that the Lord did make known to us.’”

Enlightenment in the Word: believers should search and confirm the word that they have heard (See Acts. 17:11).

Luke. 2:16 “And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.”

YLT: “And they came, having hasted, and found both Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger,”
Luke. 2:17 “Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child.”

YLT: “and having seen, they made known abroad concerning the saying spoken to them concerning the child.”

Enlightenment in the Word: believers also should preach what they have seen to others (See 1John. 1:3).

Luke. 2:18 “And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.”

YLT: “And all who heard, did wonder concerning the things spoken by the shepherds unto them;”

Enlightenment in the Word: God’s works and believers’ experience and witnesses are uncommon; anyone that follows the Lord and obeys His words will experience “marvelous” things continually in his life. 

Luke. 2:19 “But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.”

YLT: “and Mary was preserving all these things, pondering in her heart;”

Enlightenment in the Word: “kept all these things and pondered them in her heart” Meditating the words and things of the Lord (See Gen. 24:63) is the secret of success to be guided by the Lord. 

Luke. 2:20 “Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.”

YLT: “and the shepherds turned back, glorifying and praising God, for all those things they heard and saw, as it was spoken unto them.”

Enlightenment in the Word: if one walks in believing and obeying the words of the Lord, he shall verify the faithfulness of the words of the Lord in himself. 
Luke. 2:21 “And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name was called JESUS, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.”

YLT: “And when eight days were fulfilled to circumcise the child, then was his name called Jesus, having been so called by the messenger before his being conceived in the womb.”

Literal Meaning: “when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child” Every Jewish male child should be circumcised when he is eight days old (See Gen. 17:12; Lev. 12:3). The so-called “circumcision” is to cut off a piece of the foreskin as the sign of covenant with God from generation to generation. 

Luke. 2:22 “Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord”

YLT: “And when the days of their purification were fulfilled, according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem, to present to the Lord,”

Literal Meaning: “the days of her purification according to the law of Moses” According to the law of Moses, if a woman born a male child, then she shall be unclean seven days. She should not touch hallowed thing or come into the sanctuary. She should stay home for thirty-three days (See Lev. 12:2-4). Therefore “the days of her purification were completed” indicates forty days after she born a child. 

Enlightenment in the Word: parents of the Lord Jesus according to the flesh obeyed the law of Moses to circumcise Him (v.21), and presented Him to God (v.24). These show that the Lord was born under the Law as a man in order to fulfill all the requirements of the law and redeem them that were under the law (Gal. 4:4-5).
Luke. 2:23 “(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the LORD’),”

YLT: “as it hath been written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every male opening a womb shall be called holy to the Lord,’”

Literal Meaning: “every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the LORD” “be called holy to the LORD” indicates to be separated to God; this remembers that God had killed all that opened the womb in Egypt and saved and delivered Israel from Egypt and therefore all that open the womb shall be Jehovah’s (See Exod. 13:11-16). 


Enlightenment in the Word: “every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the LORD” Actually, this regulation of the law is fulfilled in the Lord. It shows that Christ is the reality of the law and He is also the explanation of the Bible. 

Luke. 2:24 “and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, ‘A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’”

YLT: “and to give a sacrifice, according to that said in the Law of the Lord, ‘A pair of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons.’”

Literal Meaning: “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons” The sacrifice in this verse is not for the child (See Lev. 12:6) but for the woman who bore a child (See Lev. 12:8); turtledoves and pigeons are the offerings of the poor, showing that the house of Joseph and Mary was very poor.  

Luke. 2:25 “And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.”

YLT: “And lo, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name [is] Simeon, and this man is righteous and devout, looking for the comforting of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him,”

Meaning of Words: “Simeon”: God hears. 


Literal Meaning: “this man was just and devout” “just” is towards men and “devout” towards God. 

  “Waiting for the Consolation of Israel” At that time, Israel was under the dominion of the different nation and they waited earnestly for Messiah that God had promised to save them from the pressing of extreme misery. Therefore they treated the Messiah as “the Consolation of Israel” in their hearts (See Is. 40:1-5; 49:13).


Spiritual Meaning: Simeon represents all those who live piously under the law. Though they try their best to obey all the regulations of the law, they are not released and they do not have rest. Therefore they hope earnestly the coming of the Consolation and the salvation.  


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus Christ is the only hope for all those who are born under the law. 

Luke. 2:26 “And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.”

YLT: “and it hath been divinely told him by the Holy Spirit not to see death before he may see the Christ of the Lord.”
Luke. 2:27 “So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law,”

YLT: “And he came in the Spirit to the temple, and in the parents bringing in the child Jesus, for their doing according to the custom of the law regarding him,”

Literal Meaning: “he came by the Spirit” indicates that He was led by the Spirit. Luke used three ways to describe the Spirit’s work in Simeon: 1) the Holy Spirit was upon Him (v.25); 2) it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit (v.26); 3) he came by the Spirit (v.27). 


Enlightenment in the Word: “the revelation that Simeon have received” was to “see the Lord’s Christ” (v.26). “The inspiration that he had received” led him to meet Jesus. This proves that all the work of the Holy Spirit is for the glory of Christ and to bring men into the reality of Christ (See John. 16:13-15). 

Luke. 2:28 “he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said:”

YLT: “then he took him in his arms, and blessed God, and he said,”

The Background: according to the Jewish traditions, parents have to bring their child to the Holy Temple and asked the elder rabbi to bless and pray for the baby. 


Literal Meaning: “blessed God” It seemed that he was praising God. Actually, it is the Holy Spirit that declares the message of God through him. 

Luke. 2:29 “‘Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word;”

YLT: “`Now Thou dost send away Thy servant, Lord, according to Thy word, in peace,”

Enlightenment in the Word: the meaning of men’s life is to see and experience Christ (See v.30); otherwise, it is meaningless and vain to spend one’s life. 

Luke. 2:30 “For my eyes have seen Your salvation”

YLT: “because mine eyes did see Thy salvation,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Chinese sage said that “one has not lived in vain if he dies after he is told of the way”; to Christians it is that, “if our eyes have seen the salvation, we could depart in peace”. 

2) If we have Christ, we have the salvation; if we do not have Christ, we do not have the salvation. Christ Himself is our salvation. 

3) The salvation is that the Lord Himself comes to be men’s everything and enjoyment. 

4) When Christ------“the new man” in grace comes, the old Simeon------“the old man” under the law shall and must depart. 
Luke. 2:31 “Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples,”

YLT: “which Thou didst prepare before the face of all the peoples,”
Luke. 2:32 “A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.’”

YLT: “a light to the uncovering of nations, and the glory of Thy people Israel.’”
Luke. 2:33 “And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him.”

YLT: “And Joseph and his mother were wondering at the things spoken concerning him,”
Luke. 2:34-35 “Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, ‘Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.’” 


YLT: “and Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, ‘Lo, this [one] is set for the falling and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign spoken against (and also thine own soul shall a sword pass through) that the reasonings of many hearts may be revealed.’” 


Literal Meaning: “then Simeon blessed them” Please note that Simeon blessed the parents of Jesus instead of Jesus because without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better (See Heb. 7:7). 

  “For the fall and rising of many” Whether one falls or rises depends on whether he believes in Him or not. To those who do not believe in Him, Christ is the rock of offence that makes them be offended because of Him (See Rom. 9:23); to those who believe in Him, Christ is the cornerstone that makes men be built up because of Him. 

  “And for a sign which will be spoken against” It means that the Lord Jesus will become the laughing stock of unbelievers and He will be talked about, mocked, slandered and abused by men. 

  “A sword will pierce through your own soul also” because Mary will see her own son be crucified on the cross (See John. 19:25).

Enlightenment in the Word: our Lord is a tried stone (See Is. 28:16) and is also a stone to try others. If men are tried by this stone, they will be shown as one of the three kinds of men among the “many” in the speech of Simeon:

  1) Many will fall because of the words of the Lord (for example, many disciples were offended because they did not understand the words of the Lord and went away, See John. 6:60-61, 66). 

  2) Many will rise because of the words of the Lord (for example, Peter followed the Lord Jesus confirmedly, See John. 6:67-68).

  3) The thoughts of many hearts may “be revealed” (for example, Judas was revealed by the words of the Lord that he was the devil that betrayed the Lord, See John. 6:70-71).

Luke. 2:36 “Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity;” 


YLT: “And there was Anna, a prophetess, daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, she was much advanced in days, having lived with an husband seven years from her virginity,”

Meaning of Words: “Anna”: grace, prayer; “Asher”: fortune; “Phanuel”: the countenance of God. 


Spiritual Meaning: Simeon (v.25) represents the law; Anna represents the prophets. They together represent the whole age of the Old Testament. Their features are: 

  1) “Of a great age” symbolizes the lack of life and vigor. 

  2) “A widow” symbolizes without dependence or satisfaction. 

Luke. 2:37 “and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.”

YLT: “and she [is] a widow of about eighty-four years, who did depart not from the temple, with fasts and supplications serving, night and day,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Every believer is able to receive the power of prayer, however, one never receive the power without any effort. The effect of prayer lies in the steadfastness and perseverance of prayer. To those who pray on and off, their prayers won’t be of great effect. 


2) The more we pray, the more we will be good at praying. We should learn to pray through prayer and continue praying through prayer. 

3) Intercessors are the greatest protectors of the church and they are the channels for God to show His mercy before the mercy-seat. 

Luke. 2:38 “And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”

YLT: “and she, at that hour, having come in, was confessing, likewise, to the Lord, and was speaking concerning him, to all those looking for redemption in Jerusalem.”

Literal Meaning: “all those who looked for the redemption in Jerusalem” “the redemption in Jerusalem” is one important part for the Messiah to save the whole Israel (See Is. 40:2; 52:9). “Redemption in Jerusalem” and “the Consolation of Israel” are synonyms (v.25). 


Enlightenment in the Word: when men are under the requirements of the law, though they do not depart the temple, serve God with fastings and prayers day and night (See v.37) and live the most pious life, it is still in vain. Only when Christ comes will they be able to “give thanks” to the Lord and “speak of Him” to men and fulfill their duties of prophets practically. 

Luke. 2:39 “So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.”

YLT: “And when they finished all things, according to the Law of the Lord, they turned back to Galilee, to their city Nazareth;”
Luke. 2:40 “And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.”

YLT: “and the child grew and was strengthened in spirit, being filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.”

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus still needs God’s grace in the humanity. Believers should look upon God’s grace more. 

Luke. 2:41 “His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.”

YLT: “And his parents were going yearly to Jerusalem, at the feast of the passover,”

The Background: according to the regulations of the law of Moses, the Jews should go to Jerusalem three times every year, at the feast of the Passover, at the feast of weeks, and at the feast of tabernacles (See Deut. 16:16). However, in the age of the birth of Jesus, the Jews who lived far away only went to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover. 

  “The feast of the Passover” This feast is to remember that Israel was delivered from Egypt (See Exod. 12:1-20). It is held in the first month of the Jewish calendar (about from March to April of the solar calendar) and it lasts seven days.  
Luke. 2:42 “And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast.”

YLT: “and when he became twelve years old, they having gone up to Jerusalem, according to the custom of the feast,”

The Background: according to the saying of the Jewish Bible exegete Alford, the Jews call the boys who are twelve years old “sons of the law” and they begin to be restrained by the law. 

  Some others said that when the Jewish boys are thirteen years old, they officially become one member of the sacred assembly of Israel. Common boys begin to make preparations for this when they are twelve years old. 

Luke. 2:43 “When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it;”

YLT: “and having finished the days, in their returning the child Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and Joseph and his mother did not know,”

The Background: “Joseph and His mother did not know it.” When the Jews went to Jerusalem to keep holiday, they mostly go and return in a group. Usually, women and children walk before men and the whole family gather together in the appointed place. Therefore His parents supposed that He was in the company (See v.44).

Luke. 2:44 “but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day's journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances.”

YLT: “and, having supposed him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey, and were seeking him among the kindred and among the acquaintances,”
Luke. 2:45 “So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him.”

YLT: “and not having found him, they turned back to Jerusalem seeking him.”
Luke. 2:46 “Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.”

YLT: “And it came to pass, after three days, they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both hearing them and questioning them,”

The Background: on the occasion of the feast, rabbis of the Jewish council would come to the Holy Temple and answer the questions of the common people publicly concerning the law and traditions. 


Literal Meaning: “after three days” They had already “gone a day’s journey” (See v.44) before they departed from Jerusalem and they returned a day’s journey. They probably spent a day to find Him. 

  “Sitting in the midst of the teachers” “Teachers” are rabbis who were familiar with the law and ceremonies of the Bible. 

Luke. 2:47 “And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.”

YLT: “and all those hearing him were astonished at his understanding and answers.”
Luke. 2:48 “So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, ‘Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.’”

YLT: “And, having seen him, they were amazed, and his mother said unto him, `Child, why didst thou thus to us? lo, thy father and I, sorrowing, were seeking thee.’”
Luke. 2:49 “And He said to them, ‘Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?"”

YLT: “And he said unto them, `Why [is it] that ye were seeking me? did ye not know that in the things of my Father it behoveth me to be?’”

Literal Meaning: “be about My Father’s business” “My Father” indicates God the Father in heaven. 


Enlightenment in the Word: believers, as sons and daughters of God, should be about Father’s business and should not set their minds on the things on earth (See Col. 3:2). 

Luke. 2:50 “But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them.”

YLT: “and they did not understand the saying that he spake to them,”
Luke. 2:51 “Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart.”

YLT: “and he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and he was subject to them, and his mother was keeping all these sayings in her heart,”
Luke. 2:52 “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”

YLT: “and Jesus was advancing in wisdom, and in stature, and in favour with God and men.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true growth of life is not unbalanced but harmonious. 
2) If we are possessed by Christ and manifest Him by living, there will be the “balanced” condition and it should not be extreme or unbalanced. Any extreme or unbalanced condition should not be of Christ. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Son of Man the Savior Is A Perfect Man 
I. He was born when His parents obeyed the law of men (v.1-7)------He had the official census registration. 

II. His mother gave birth to Him after the normal period of gestation (v.6-7)------He was born according to the law of God’s creation of men and He was a normal man. 

III. He completely obeyed the regulations of the law of God (v.21-24)------He was an orthodox Jewish. 

IV. He grew up according to the law of life of men (v.40)------He grew up under the normal conditions. 

V. He was about the Father’s business in His childhood, however, He was subject to His parents according to the flesh (v.41-51)------He cared about and sought the things of God and this did not make Him overlook His identity of the Son of Man. 

VI. His body, soul and spirit all grew up harmoniously (v.52)------He acted as a perfect man both before God and men. 

Knowledge of Heavenly Revelation 

I. The requirements to receive heavenly revelation (v.8):

  A. in the fields------keep aloof from the world. 

  B. the shepherds------they look after the Lord’s lambs that the Lord has entrusted to them. 

  C. keep watch over…by night------they are faithful and do not leave their positions in the darkness of the last time.  

II. The feature of heavenly revelation (v.9)------it is uncommon and it unavoidably makes men be afraid. 

III. The aim of heavenly revelation (v.10)------it is not for one’s own being spiritual but for the profit of all. 
IV. The content of heavenly revelation (v.11)------it is not spiritual reasons but Christ Himself. 

V. The sign of heavenly revelation (v.12)------Christ humbled Himself (a Babe) not for men’s research but to be men’ bread of life (lying in a manger).

VI. The effect of heavenly revelation (v.13-14)------it gained a group of people whom God favors. They themselves not only enjoy the peace of God but also make others glorify God because of them. 

The Spiritual Meanings of Three Ceremonies

I. Circumcision (v.21)------it typifies that we put off the body of the sins of the flesh in Christ (See Col. 2:11). 
II. The ceremony to present the boy who opens the womb (v.22-23)------it typifies Christ’s redemption (Exod. 12:13).

III. The ceremony to cleans women who had given birth to a child (v.24)------it typifies that men were shaped in iniquity (Ps. 51:5).

The Example of Anna the Prophetess (v.36-37) 

I. She had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity and was a widow ------her life was full of misery but she had not fallen into the deep sorrow.  

II. She was already eighty-four years------though she was old, she never gave up her hope. 

III. She did not depart from the temple------she did not depart the habitation of God (which typifies the church). 

IV. She served God with fastings and prayers night and day------she did not cease serving God with prayers. 

Four Important Aspects of the Balanced Growth of Believers (v.52)

I. Wisdom------mental growth. 

II. Stature------physical growth.

III. In favor with God------growth in spirit. 

IV. In favor with God------growth in character. 

Luke Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter

The Son of Man the Savior was Recommended and Introduced 

I. The appearance and message of John the Baptist who recommended the Lord (v.1-14).

II. John the Baptist recommended the Son of Man the Savior to men (v.15-17).

III. John the Baptist was shut up in prison (v.18-20).

IV. The Son of Man the Savior was baptized and the voice of praise came from heaven (v.21-22).

V. The genealogy of the Son of Man the Savior (v.23-38).

II. Verse by Verse commentary 

Luke. 3:1 “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene,”


YLT: “And in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother, tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene” 

Literal Meaning: “in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,” Tiberius Caesar was an adopted son of Caesar Augustus (See 2:1) and he was officially appointed to be the Roman Emperor from A.D. 14 to A.D. 37. However, he had already replaced Caesar Augustus to rule the Roman Empire two years before the death of Caesar Augustus and therefore the fifteenth year of his reign is equivalent to A.D. 26. It was the year when John the Baptist began to preach (See v.2) and John was about thirty years old at that time. 

  “Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea” The Land of Judea was originally one part of the dominion of Herod the Great (See 1:5). After the death of Herod the Great, his land was divided by his three sons. The Land of Judea, Samaria and the land of Edom were dominated by Archelaus, however, he was abolished by the Roman Emperor in A.D. 6 because of his cruelty and violence. And the provinces that were directly under the control of the Roman Emperor were set up in his dominion. The lands were ruled by the governor of Judea and the position was inferior to the governor of Syria (See 2:2) and the governor of Judea was supervised and controlled by the governor of Syria. Pontius Pilate in this verse took office in A.D.26 and he was the fifth governor of the land of Judea and his term of office was to A.D. 36. The Lord Jesus was judged and condemned to be crucified in his term of office. 

  “Herod being tetrarch of Galilee” “Herod” indicates Herod Antipas; He was the son of Herod the Great and after the death of his father, he, his brother Archelaus and Philip possessed the dominion of their father. He had controlled Galilee and Billiat forty three years (from B.C. 4 to A.D. 39). It was Herod Antipas that killed John the Baptist. “Tetrarch” indicates the dominator of the little vassal state in the Roman Empire. 

  “His brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Trachonitis” “Philip” (Philip Herod) was another son of Herod the Great. His land was in the northeast of Galilee and there were few Jews in his dominion. 

  “And Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene” The dominion of “Lysanias” was in the north of the mount Hermon and in the east of the mountain chain of Lebanon and the Jews were almost unrelated to these places. 

Luke. 3:2 “while Annas and Caiaphas were high priests, the word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.”


YLT: “Annas and Caiaphas being chief priests there came a word of God unto John the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness,” 

The Background: after the ancestors of the Jews were delivered out of Egypt, they had wandered in the wilderness for forty years and therefore the wilderness was the place of God’s guidance and grace in the hearts of the Jews. 


Literal Meaning: “while Annas and Caiaphas were high priests” “Annas” was in office as the high priest from A.D. 6 to A.D. 14 and he was removed from post by the Roman governor, however, he was still regarded as the official high priest in the hearts of the Jews (See Acts. 4:6); “Caiaphas” was the son-in-law of Annas (John. 18:13) and he was in office as the high priest from A.D. 18 to A.D. 36. He was the high priest that was recognized by the Roman Government. When John the Baptist started to preach, it was Caiaphas that took office, however, Annas still played a decisive role and therefore Luke mentioned both of their names here. 

  “The wilderness” indicates the waste place where nobody resides. It was the dry land in the north and west of the Dead Sea, including the vast land of the valley of Jordan. 

  “The word of God came to John” This shows that “the word of God” was the origin of the power of the preaching of John the Baptist. 


Spiritual Meaning: “wilderness” symbolizes that it is separated from the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only when we are separated from the world (“in the wilderness”) and will the word of God come to us. 

2) If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1John. 2:15). Therefore anyone that serves God should come out of the world first and live a life in reliance of God by faith. 

3) John grew in the deserts (See 1:80) and preached in the wilderness. This shows that the message that he preached was in complete accord with his life. 

Luke. 3:3 “And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins,”


YLT: “and he came to all the region round the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of reformation to remission of sins,”


Meaning of Words: “preaching”: proclaim loudly; “repentance”: the change of minds, the change of thoughts; “baptism”: in the original it means being fully immersed into water. 


Literal Meaning: “preaching a baptism of repentance” “Repent” in the original means the change of views and thoughts instead of the change of behavior. It indicates that men’s thoughts are originally against God and far away from God and today they have to turn to God from their hearts. 

  The baptism of John was different from the baptism of Christians by the name of the Lord Jesus. The baptism to Christians emphasized on the union with the Lord and it includes both the negative aspect------burial which means we are dead with Christ and the positive aspect------resurrection that we shall also live with Him (Rom. 6:3-5). The baptism of John is bringing others to believe into the one who is mightier than him and is coming (see v.16). It merely emphasized on the negative aspect------they ended their past sins that they departed from God through the baptism of water. So it is also called “the baptism of repentance” (Acts. 19:3-4). “The baptism of repentance” does not mean the one who was baptized was united into Christ, but he had changed his view towards himself. Men came to be baptized by John to confess their sins. The wage of sin is death (Rom. 6:23). Therefore through the baptism they declared that they were only worthy of death.


Spiritual Meaning: “a baptism of repentance” is immersing the one who repents into water. Through this it shows that the one who is baptized has changed his views towards himself and he holds that he is only worthy of death and therefore he is buried. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Repentance does not mean the change of behavior. So it is not forsaking evil to do goodness. Repentance, the change of thoughts, is to turn one’s thoughts to God from all the others besides God.

2) Men’s greatest sin before God is the disobedience to Him. That’s the “sin” we have to confess when we repent. All sins of men start from the disobedience to God. 

3) We should repent when we only care about the religion, doctrines, letters and services and neglect the Lord Himself.

Luke. 3:4 “as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.”


YLT: “as it hath been written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying, ‘A voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, straight make ye His paths;”

Meaning of Words: “prepare”: make ready, provide; “way”: highway, road; “make”: do, hold, keep; “paths”: line, track. 


Literal Meaning: “as it is written in the book of words of Isaiah the prophet” This verse is quoted from the third to fifth verses of the fortieth chapter of the book of Isaiah and there is only a little discrepancy of words. 

  “Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.” It shows that the task of John the Baptist is to prepare the way for the Lord------make men’s thoughts turn to the Lord so that the Lord would have flat way to enter the hearts of men and reign there. Please note that here it indicates “the Lord’s” way and “His” paths and it does not indicate “the paths of righteousness” that we have to walk in after we have believed in the Lord (Ps. 23:3).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Voice fleets and vanishes without a trace. John, the messenger of the Lord, was only “a voice” of the Lord and kept nothing for himself. We should bear witness of the Lord instead of ourselves.

2) Anyone who serves the Lord should do his utmost to bring others to the Lord regardless of his own gain and lose, status, and fame. He should never intend to bring others to follow himself.

3) “Crying” shows that John was full of burden in his heart so that he couldn’t help crying. It is the burden that makes us serve the Lord. We should endeavor to pour out the burden inside.  

4) Our hearts were originally rugged and crooked. The true “repentance” is to bring it low and make it straight------“prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”

Luke. 3:5 “Every valley shall be filled And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough ways smooth;”


YLT: “every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straightness, and the rough become smooth ways;”

Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that the states of men’s hearts are like these:

  1) “Valley” specially indicates that men are boundlessly and insatiably avaricious. 

  2) “Every mountain and hill” specially indicate that men are supercilious and arrogant. 

  3) “The crooked places” specially indicate that men are crafty and treacherous and dishonest. 

  4) “The rough ways” specially indicate that men are willful and with wavy motions. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should not only turn our hearts to the Lord, but also let the Lord have low and straight way in our hearts so that He could occupy every corner of our hearts. 

2) Only when men receive the salvation of God (See v.6) will they: a) be satisfied because the lusts of their hearts have been “filled”; b) be humble because the arrogance of their hearts have been “brought low”; c) be honest and harmless because the crookedness of their hearts have been “made straight”; d) be peaceful and magnanimous because the stormy waves of their hearts have been “made smooth”. 

Luke. 3:6 “And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”


YLT: “and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

Literal Meaning: “all flesh” indicate all the people. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Jesus Christ is the salvation of God: seeing Him is seeing the salvation. 

2) The salvation is for all men and the problem is whether those who see the salvation are willing to accept the salvation. Those who accept (believe in) the salvation gain the salvation. 

Luke. 3:7 “Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, ‘Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”


YLT: “Then said he to the multitudes coming forth to be baptised by him, ‘Brood of vipers! who did prompt you to flee from the coming wrath?”

Literal Meaning: “Brood of vipers” were sinners with evil hearts (Matt. 12:34).

“The wrath to come” It indicates that God’s wrath towards sinners who are treasuring up wrath for themselves will be revealed in the day of the righteous judgment of God (Rom. 2:5). 

The words used by John to blame all the people may be quoted from the warms of Jeremiah the prophet. It indicates that they are as snakes which stayed in the forests and fled away when men come to hew and burn the trees (Jer. 46:22). When the judgment of Jehovah was about to come, they intended to flee from the wrath of God through the baptism of John. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The liberalists believe in nothing and the orthodox Christians only believe in creeds and know nothing about the mighty power of God. Therefore both of them were “brood of vipers”. 

2) We are “brood of vipers” according to our nature. If we have not known this, probably we won’t be like Christians and will fail in the end. 

3) Today in the world of Christianity, many so-called ministers are “brood of vipers”. They have committed sins and they even preach evil teachings which could poison and affect others. 

4) Only when we have seen that we are not better than others under the great light of God will we fall down and rely on God’s grace. A cup has to be put under the kettle if being poured with water. The one who receives the grace should fall down into dust and then God’s grace should come upon him. 

5) To hypocritical ones, John the Baptist resisted them openly and convicted them of sins bluntly. This is the attitude that a servant of the Lord should have. 

6) John, with the spiritual sight of a prophet, could see the intentions of men. Today those who serve the Lord lack spiritual discernment and it is no wonder that there are so many mixed multitudes in the assembly. 

7) Today, if a man wants to be baptized to the Lord, he will be accepted no matter he does it sincerely or not. Consequently, the quantity of people in the assembly increases but the spiritual quality decreases. 
Luke. 3:8 “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.' For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.”


YLT: “make, therefore, fruits worthy of the reformation, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have a father Abraham; for I say to you, that God is able out of these stones to raise children to Abraham;”

Meaning of Words: “raise up”: rouse from death, rise, and give birth. 


The Background: the Jews highly esteem Abraham their ancestor and hold that they are the only legal inheritors of blessings which God had promised to Abraham and the other races (including the descendants of Ishmael, Esau and so on.) have nothing to do with God’s blessing.

“And do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.'”  “Abraham our ancestor sat on the gate of the hell and did not allow anyone of his descendants to go to hell”, as the old Jewish saying goes. They hold that God will treat the Jews kindly because of Abraham. 

Literal Meaning: “therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance” John meant that if a man wants to flee from the wrath of God, he should not only be outwardly baptized but also prove his inner repentance by the change of life and behavior. 

  “For I say to you” This expresses the tone of the prophet who spoke with authority by the working of the Holy Spirit. 

  “Stones” are lifeless things. Though Abraham’s body already became dead, he was blessed by God because of faith and many descendants were raised up (Rom. 4:17-20).

  The word of John the Baptist in this verse indicates that: the fleshly offspring have nothing to do with Abraham. The fleshly descendants of Abraham may be not the children of Abraham. Those who were not the fleshly descendants of Abraham may be the children of Abraham. Here it implies the effect of faith. Only through faith men can be acceptable to God.


Enlightenment in the Word:
   1) God regards spiritual reality as important and does not pay attention to outside forms.

   2) The true Christian should prove his inner repentance by his real life and behavior. Therefore, a man after he was saved should conduct himself worthily of the glad tidings of Christ (Pill. 1:27), and be different from the nations (Eph. 4:17-22). 

   3) What God values is our inner reality instead of our status. What God values are our present spiritual states instead of our spiritual genealogies.
   4) Repentance and turning to the Lord are quite personal and these are irrelevant to traditions. All spiritual things should be counted until we have personal experience and the experience of others could never be counted as ours. 

 5) Christians should never live an aimless and self-indulgent life, holding that we have been saved and will never perish. What we have to know is that and the situation after one was saved will also be judged by God who is righteous.

6) Not only the Jews boast that they are the descendants of Abraham so that they do not need to worry about, but also many Christians boast that they belong to some groups or they are the students of some spiritual giants today so that they are all overcomers.
Luke. 3:9 “And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’”


YLT: “and already also the axe unto the root of the trees is laid, every tree, therefore, not making good fruit is cut down, and to fire it is cast.’”

Literal Meaning: “And now the ax is laid to the root of the trees.” It is a metaphor indicating that the tree may be cut down at any time, warning that one should seize chance to repent for there is a little time. 

  “Every tree which does not bear good fruit” was the one who repent insincerely. They have not manifested the life of God outwardly because they have not been born from above. 

  “Is cut down and thrown into the fire” indicates that they will be judged in future and abandoned by God.


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) A kind of tree (life) would bear that kind of fruits (behavior). A good tree cannot produce bad fruits, nor a worthless tree produce good fruits (Matt. 7:18). 



2) Any fruit borne from the tree of natural life would never be acceptable to God and the tree will be cut down. The nations are “estranged from the life of God”, so that they “work all uncleanness with greedy unsatisfied lust” (Eph. 4: 17-19). 

3) Any one who could not manifest Christ (“good fruits”) will lose value in the eternity.

Luke. 3:10 “So the people asked him, saying, ‘What shall we do then?’”


YLT: “And the multitudes were questioning him, saying, ‘What, then, shall we do?’”

Literal Meaning: “What shall we do then?” means that how to “bear fruits worthy of repentance” (See v.8)?

Luke. 3:11 “He answered and said to them, ‘He who has two tunics, let him give to him who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise.’”


YLT: “and he answering saith to them, ‘He having two coats let him impart to him having none, and he having victuals in like manner let him do.’”

Literal Meaning: “He who has two tunics, let him give to him who has none” “tunics” indicates the long clothes that you wear under other clothes. Under normal conditions, one kind of this tunic is enough for one and therefore here it is said that, “let him give to him who has none”. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Giving tunic to him who has none and giving food to him who doesn’t have food are the manifestation of someone who loves his neighbor as himself. 

2) If one is able to share clothes and food with others, it shows that his heart has been corrected and he is no longer greedy, proud, absurd or rude (See v.5). 

Luke. 3:12 “Then tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, ‘Teacher, what shall we do?’”


YLT: “And there came also tax-gatherers to be baptised, and they said unto him, `Teacher, what shall we do?’”

The Background: “tax collectors” were the Jews who collected taxes for the Roman Government. They bullied and oppressed their fellow citizens and extorted more taxes to line their pockets and therefore they were hated and despised by the Jews. 

Luke. 3:13 “And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than what is appointed for you.’”


YLT: “and he said unto them, `Exact no more than that directed you.’”

Literal Meaning: John meant that uprightness and honesty are the manifestation of one’s true repentance. 

Luke. 3:14 “Likewise the soldiers asked him, saying, ‘And what shall we do?’ So he said to them, ‘Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages.’”


YLT: “And questioning him also were those warring, saying, `And we, what shall we do?’ and he said unto them, ‘Do violence to no one, nor accuse falsely, and be content with your wages.’”

The Background: “soldiers” were the guards who were hired locally besides the Roman garrison. At that time limited security guards were allowed by the Roman Government to stay in the vassal states and in the Holy Temple. These soldiers always took advantage of their power to bully people, dealt with common people rudely and unreasonably, grabbed others’ possessions as their own. 


Literal Meaning: the good behavior is not the requirement of one’s being saved, however, the good behavior is the outward evidence of one’s being saved (See Eph. 2:8-10).

Luke. 3:15 “Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John, whether he was the Christ or not,”


YLT: “And the people are looking forward, and all are reasoning in their hearts concerning John, whether or not he may be the Christ;”

The Background: at that time, the Jews were under the control of the Roman emperor and the people expected the anointed one that God had promised to save them. 


Literal Meaning: “Christ” is the synonym of the Hebrew word “the Messiah” which means “the anointed one”. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the deeds of John the Baptist made others regard him as Christ. The Lord’s servant should live out Christ like this: he bore witness to Christ by his words and deeds and supply Christ to those who “expected” Christ. 

Luke. 3:16 “John answered, saying to all, ‘I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 


YLT: “John answered, saying to all, `I indeed with water do baptise you, but he cometh who is mightier than I, of whom I am not worthy to loose the latchet of his sandals he shall baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire;”

The Background: “whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose” In ancient times, the Jews put on sandals without uppers when they went out, and took off the sandals when they entered their houses. One of the works for the lowest bondmen was to loose the sandal straps, take off and carry the shoes for their hosts and guests, and then took a basin with water to wash their feet. 


Literal Meaning: “I indeed baptize you with water” In the original “I” and “with water” are with the tone of emphasis. This shows these things are what John could do at most. 

  “One mightier than I” One indicates Jesus Christ. 

“Whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose” shows that John considered himself not to be worthy of His servant. 


Spiritual Meaning: “I indeed baptize you with water” “baptism of water” is the mark of the ministry of John the Baptist and it means to immerse the one who repents into water and end his old life.  

“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” The conjunction “and” in the original shows that the words before and after the conjunction should be of the same class. Since “the Holy Spirit” was explained literally, “fire” should be explained literally. We should not explain “fire” spiritually according to “parted tongues, as of fire” (Acts. 2:3) and “fervent in spirit” (Rom. 12:11). Here it declares the two sides of the work of the Lord Jesus:

  1) To those who repent sincerely and believe in Him, He will baptize them into the Holy Spirit to make them have the life of God and become the body of Christ------the assembly (1Cor. 12:13, Acts. 2:2-4)

  2) To those who are unwilling to repent and believe in the Lord and the nominal Christians, He will baptize them with fire which is the fire of judgment (Rev. 20:15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) John the Baptism, the forerunner of the Lord, was to bring others to repent and direct others to Christ. We should also bring others to the Lord.



2) The repentance is only a way, instead of the aim, to bring men to Christ (“He who is coming after me”). Repentance enables men to lose themselves and faith enables men to obtain Christ. The former is negative and the latter positive. Repentance should be with faith. Repentance alone is of no effect because repentance only makes men continually pay attention to their failures and it is just like what they used to pay attention to their “goodness” before they have repented.

3) Jesus Christ is the Son of God and therefore He owns heavenly and exceeding might (“He is mightier than I”).

4) Those who serve the Lord should have the same humble and gentle attitude with John the Baptist (“whose sandals I am not worthy to carry”).

5) The baptism of water is the end of the old life and the baptism of the spirit is the beginning of the new life. Men should repent to receive the former and men should believe in the glad tidings to receive the latter. 

6) If men do not repent and receive the baptism of water, they will be baptized with fire in future. Today everyone who is willing to repent and receives the baptism of water will be baptized with the Holy Spirit at the same time (1Cor. 12:13).
Luke. 3:17 “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.’”


YLT: “whose winnowing shovel [is] in his hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse his floor, and will gather the wheat to his storehouse, and the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.’”

The Background: in ancient times, after the Jews had reaped wheat, they dried wheat in the sun and grinded wheat to make grain separate from chaff. Then they threw the wheat mixed with chaff into the air with dustpan and the heavier wheat would fall down around and the lighter chaff would be blown away by the wind. By this way the wheat and chaff were separated. They gathered the clean wheat into the barn and burned the chaff as burning materials. 
Literal Meaning: When the Lord Jesus comes back, He will do the work of separation and judgment. He will judge who is the wheat with God’s life and who is the chaff with vain appearance. The former will be gathered into the barn in the heaven (i.e. into the eternity) and the latter will be thrown into the lake of fire (i.e. the eternal perdition). 


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) Satan wants to sift men as wheat (Luke. 22:31). But our Lord will “thoroughly clean out” His threshing floor. If we were the heavier “wheat”, we would only suffer at this time. If we were the lighter “chaff”, we would suffer forever.



2) The aim of the judgment of the Lord is “cleaning out”, purifying and separating. Anyone who is willing to receive the judgment of the Lord today will stand before the judgment in future. 

3) The nominal Christians are the “chaff”. They have the similar appearance with the “wheat” but they do not have the life in them. 

4) The Lord does not want His believers to stay in the original world for a lifetime. One day, the believers and unbelievers will be separated forever.

5) That which is born of the flesh is the flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is the spirit. The cross will do the work of separation in us all the time.
6) The cross would root out the life of the old creation. Anything that is of the nature will perish.

Luke. 3:18 “And with many other exhortations he preached to the people.”


YLT: “And, therefore, indeed with many other things, exhorting, he was proclaiming good news to the people,”
Luke. 3:19 “But Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,”


YLT: “and Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him concerning Herodias the wife of Philip his brother, and concerning all the evils that Herod did,”

Literal Meaning: “concerning Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife” “his brother” indicates his consanguineous brother Philip, however, this Philip was not the tetrarch of Iturea (See v.1); this Philip was not the tetrarch and he lived in Roman. “Herodias” was the granddaughter of Herod the Great and she married her uncle Philip in Roman and when her husband was still alive, she remarried her another uncle Herod Antipas. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord’s servant should not fear the authority of men and should bluntly blame others’ sins no matter how high their positions are and to bear strong witness to the Lord. 

Luke. 3:20 “also added this, above all, that he shut John up in prison.”


YLT: “added also this to all, that he shut up John in the prison.”

Literal Meaning: “also added this” It indicates that another evil thing added this (See v.19). 

  “Above all, that he shut John up in prison.” The event that John the Baptist was shut up in prison took place after the Lord Jesus began to preach (See John. 3:22-24), however, Luke purposely finished the records of the working of John the Baptist and then began to record the working of the Lord Jesus. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one does not deal with sin well, his sin shall add. 

2) The true witnesses of the Lord shall unavoidably be persecuted by the power of darkness and they even sacrifice their lives for the Lord. It is no wander that “witness” and “martyr” are the same in the original. 

Luke. 3:21 “When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in all the people being baptised, Jesus also being baptised, and praying, the heaven was opened,”

Literal Meaning: “while He prayed” Please note that only Luke recorded the prayer of the Lord Jesus when He was baptized (See Matt. 3:16; Mark. 1:10) because prayer is one of the themes of the Gospel of Luke. 

  “The heaven was opened.” It indicates that men could see the scene in heaven with their eyes (Acts. 7:56). 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It has not been recorded in the Gospel of John that the Lord Jesus was baptized because the Gospel of John indicates that He is God; the other three Gospels all recorded that He was baptized because they all indicate that He is the man. Every man should be put to death. 

2) The Lord Jesus “also was baptized” and this shows that all that is of men, no matter it is good or not, should be put to death and then men could be used by God. 

3) The Lord Jesus was sinless and there was no need for Him to repent and be baptized, however, He was willing to stand in the position of sinners and submitted to God and confessed that men deserve death; shall we not much rather repent and submit to God? 

4) The Lord started His work on earth through the baptism. This shows His principle of service------supplying life through death. 

5) “The heaven was opened” is the answer to the Lord. When men are willing to seek God through prayers, they will always see the wonderful works of God. 

6) The heaven is only open to men who rise from the dead. If believers stand in the position that we die and rise with the Lord, the heaven will be likewise open to us.  

7) He inherits every spiritual blessing and as long as we are united to Him will we be partakers of heaven and everything that is of heaven. 
Luke. 3:22 “And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.’”


YLT: “and the Holy Spirit came down in a bodily appearance, as if a dove, upon him, and a voice came out of heaven, saying, `Thou art My Son the Beloved, in thee I did delight.’”

Literal Meaning: “a voice came from heaven” It is the voice of God our Father (2Pet. 1:17).

  “This is My beloved Son.” It is God’s proclamation and introduction to Jesus, showing the divinity of Jesus who came to the world to declare God the Father (John. 1:18). 

  “In whom I am well pleased.” God admitted who He is and what He has done all well pleased God the Father. It implies that we should hear Him (Matt. 17:5).

Spiritual Meaning: “in bodily form like a dove”, “dove” is the sign of the Holy Spirit, symbolizes the gentleness, the meekness and the simplicity of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God descended upon Him, showing that He is Christ (the anointed one) who is anointed by God with the Holy Spirit.

  The heaven was opened to him (See v.21). This shows that He was acceptable to God; and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him, showing that God gave Him the power of service.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord had been baptized with water and the Holy Spirit before the assembly received the baptism of water and the Spirit. It shows that all spiritual reality and principles are firstly in the head. The full Christ is the fountain of all spiritual abundance. 

2) The heavens, used to be shut up because of men’s betrayal, were opened to Him for His obedience to the authority of the heavens. Then all the heavenly abundance was brought down-------the Spirit of God, the words of God and the delight of God.

3) We should ask the Lord to pour the Holy Spirit out on us richly (Tit. 3:6) to make us receive the power and bear good witness of the Lord (Acts. 1:8, 2:18-21). 

4) The one who is full of the Holy Spirit will be, like a dove, gentle to men and sincere and simple to God. 

5) The anointing oil declares the ownership of God (Lev. 8:12, 30). If we want to be possessed by God, we must go through the procedure of rising up from the dead. 

6) Jesus is God’s Beloved Son------son is the manifestation and declaration of father------only through the Lord Jesus could we see and know God.



7) In Christ God is well pleased------if we want to please God, we should listen to the Lord only and abide in the Lord.

8) The praise from God the Father to the Lord shows that:

    a) The life of thirty years of the Lord Jesus before the baptism well pleased God.

    b) The obedience of the Lord Jesus that was shown by the baptism was well acceptable to God.
Luke. 3:23 “Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of Heli,”


YLT: “And Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years of age, being, as was supposed, son of Joseph,”

The Background: the sons of Levi were able to enter into the service from thirty years old (See Num. 4:3, 47). 


Literal Meaning: “being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph.” The Lord Jesus is the Holy one who was conceived in Mary by the Holy Spirit (See 1:35) and He was not the son of Joseph. However, Joseph became the husband of Mary later and therefore He was regarded as the son of Joseph in the eyes of men. 

  “The son of Heli” Joseph was actually the son of Jacob (See Matt. 1:16) and Heli was the father of Mary and the father-in-law of Joseph. The relationship between the Jewish father-in-law and the son-in-law is like the relationship between father and son and the Jewish father-in-law call his son-in-law “son” directly (See 1Sam. 24:16).

  The Bible scholars generally believed that the line of Joseph was recorded in the genealogy in the Gospel of Matthew and the line of Mary was recorded in the Gospel of Luke and there were four reasons at least:

  a) The genealogy of Joseph has already been recorded obviously in the Gospel of Matthew (Matt. 1:2-16).

  b) In the beginning of the Gospel of Luke, the position of Mary was more prominent than that of Joseph (See 1:27-38), however, the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew was contrary to that in the Gospel of Luke (See Matt. 1:16-25). 

  c) Luke, unlike Matthew who recorded the genealogy with “somebody begot somebody”, recorded the genealogy with “somebody, the son of somebody” to show that the former may not be the latter’s own, for example: the Lord Jesus was not Joseph’s own and Joseph was not Heli’s own. 

  d) In the original, there is a definite article (the) with the possessive case before every name in the genealogy that was recorded in the Gospel of Luke. But the only exception is that there is not the definite article (the) before the name of Joseph. This shows that the reason why Joseph was in this genealogy is His marital relation with Mary. 

Luke. 3:24 “the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of Janna, the son of Joseph,”


YLT: “the [son] of Eli, the [son] of Matthat, the [son] of Levi, the [son] of Melchi, the [son] of Janna, the [son] of Joseph,”
Luke. 3:25 “the son of Mattathiah, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai,”


YLT: “the [son] of Mattathias, the [son] of Amos, the [son] of Naum, the [son] of Esli,”
Luke. 3:26 “the son of Maath, the son of Mattathiah, the son of Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of Judah,”


YLT: “the [son] of Naggai, the [son] of Maath, the [son] of Mattathias, the [son] of Semei, the [son] of Joseph, the [son] of Juda,”
Luke. 3:27 “the son of Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri,”


YLT: “the [son] of Joanna, the [son] of Rhesa, the [son] of Zerubbabel, the [son] of Shealtiel,”
Luke. 3:28 “the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son of Er,”


YLT: “the [son] of Neri, the [son] of Melchi, the [son] of Addi, the [son] of Cosam, the [son] of Elmodam, the [son] of Er,”
Luke. 3:29 “the son of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi,”


YLT: “the [son] of Jose, the [son] of Eliezer, the [son] of Jorim, the [son] of Matthat,”
Luke. 3:30 “the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of Eliakim,”


YLT: “the [son] of Levi, the [son] of Simeon, the [son] of Juda, the [son] of Joseph, the [son] of Jonan, the [son] of Eliakim,”
Luke. 3:31 “the son of Melea, the son of Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of Nathan, the son of David,”


YLT: “the [son] of Melea, the [son] of Mainan, the [son] of Mattatha, the [son] of Nathan,”

Literal Meaning: “Nathan, the son of David” “David” was also recorded in the genealogy in the Gospel of Matthew (See Matt. 1:6) and the difference between the two genealogies is that in the Gospel of Matthew the ancestor of Joseph was Solomon who was another son of David and the ancestor of Mary here was Nathan who was the son of David. Joseph was a descent of Solomon and Mary was a descent of Nathan. 

Luke. 3:32 “the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon,”


YLT: “the [son] of David, the [son] of Jesse, the [son] of Obed, the [son] of Booz, the [son] of Salmon, the [son] of Nahshon,”

Literal Meaning: the genealogy from David to Abraham (v.32-34) is on all fours with that in the Gospel of Matthew (See Matt. 1:2-6). 

Luke. 3:33 “the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah,”


YLT: “the [son] of Amminadab, the [son] of Aram, the [son] of Esrom, the [son] of Pharez,”
Luke. 3:34 “the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,”


YLT: “the [son] of Judah, the [son] of Jacob, the [son] of Isaac, the [son] of Abraham, the [son] of Terah, the [son] of Nahor,”

Literal Meaning: the genealogy of the Gospel of Matthew only dates back to Abraham and it indicates the Lord Jesus’ relation with the Israel, however, the genealogy of the Gospel of Luke continues to date back to Adam (v.34-38) and it indicates the Lord’s relation with all human beings. 

  “Abraham, the son of Terah” Please see the genealogy from Terah to Shem in Gen. 11:10-26.   

Luke. 3:35 “the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah,”


YLT: “the [son] of Serug, the [son] of Reu, the [son] of Peleg, the [son] of Eber,”
Luke. 3:36 “the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech,”


YLT: “the [son] of Salah, the [son] of Cainan, the [son] of Arphaxad, the [son] of Shem, the [son] of Noah, the [son] of Lamech,”

Literal Meaning: “Shem, the son of Noah” Please see the genealogy from Noah to Adam (v.38) in Gen. 5:1-32. 

Luke. 3:37 “the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan,”


YLT: “the [son] of Methuselah, the [son] of Enoch, the [son] of Jared, the [son] of Mahalaleel,”
Luke. 3:38 “the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.”


YLT: “the [son] of Cainan, the [son] of Enos, the [son] of Seth, the [son] of Adam, the [son] of God.”

Literal Meaning: “Adam, the son of God” It does not mean that God begot Adam and it means that God created Adam (See Gen. 5:1-2); “sons” are of fathers and God is the origin of Adam.  

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Example of the Lord’s Servants 

I. The beginning of the service------the word of God came to John (v.2)------God’s calling and instruction.  

II. The message of the service: 

  A. He preached a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins (v.3).

  B. He spread Christ (v.15-17).

  C. He preached the glad tidings (v.18).

III. The attitude of the service: 

  A. The voice of one crying (v.4a)------he did not seek his own glory and was only a “voice”; “crying” shows that he was fully burdened in himself. 

  B. Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? (v.7)------he convicted others of guilt bluntly and directly. 

  C. He blamed Herod the king who committed sins (v.19-20)------he did not fear the authority of men and stood up for justice. 

IV. The aim of the service: 

  A. Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight (v.4b)------pave the way for the Lord. 

  B. All flesh shall see the salvation of God (v.6)------make men receive the salvation of God. 

V. The items of the service (v.5): 

  A. Every valley shall be filled------deal with the lust of men’s hearts. 

  B. Every mountain and hill brought low ------deal with the pride of men’s hearts. 

  C. The crooked places shall be made straight------deal with the deceitfulness of men’s hearts. 

  D. The rough ways smooth ------deal with the unpeace and resentment of men’s hearts.  

VI. The way of the service------individualized instruction: 

  A. To common people------help the poor (v.10-11).

  B. To tax collectors------do not blackmail anyone (v.12-13).

  C. To soldiers------do not intimidate anyone (v.14).

The Knowledge of the Repentance 

I. The expression of the repentance------receive the baptism of the repentance (v.3b).

II. The aim of the repentance------for the remission of sins (v.3c).

III. The result of the repentance------flee from the wrath to come (v.7).

IV. The proof of the repentance------bear fruits worthy of repentance (v.8).

Three Kinds of Baptisms (v.16)

I. John’s baptism of water------makes men repent and confess their sins. 

II. The Lord’s baptism of the spirit------makes men have the life of the spirit. 

III. The Lord’s baptism of fire------it is for judgment and it burns everything that is besides God. 

The Meaning of the Baptism of Fire (v.16)

I. The fire cleanses men------remove the impurities of life.

II. The fire shines men------the Holy Spirit shines as fire and makes men know God and truth. 

III. The fire lightens men------the Holy Spirit lightens the spirit of men with the heavenly fire. 

Two Kinds of People (v.17)

I. “Wheat” -----with life------will be gathered “into the barn”;

II. “Chaff” ------with vain appearance------will be “burned up with unquenchable fire”.

The Results of the Lord’s Being Baptized (v.21-22)

I. The heaven was opened. 

II. The Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him. 

III. A voice of praise came from heaven to bear witness of Him. 

Luke Chapter Four
I. Content of the Chapter

The Beginning of the Preaching of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. He overcame the temptations of the devil (v.1-13).

II. He preached in the synagogues in Galilee (v.14-15).

III. He proclaimed the gracious words in His hometown Nazareth but He was rejected (v.16-30).

IV. He cast out demons, healed all that were sick and preached all around (v.31-44).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 4:1 “Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil.”


YLT: “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, turned back from the Jordan, and was brought in the Spirit to the wilderness, forty days being tempted by the Devil,”

Meaning of Words: “being filled”: replete, covered over; “led”: bring, guide; “being tempted”: examine. 


Literal Meaning: the Holy Spirit first “filled” Jesus and then “led” Him into the wilderness. 

  “Being tempted for forty days by the devil” The Lord Jesus was tempted by the devil by the guidance of the Holy Spirit and therefore we can say that God wanted to show the overcoming of Jesus initiatively through the temptations of the devil. 


Spiritual Meaning: in the Bible, the number “forty” represents suffering and tribulation. After the children of Israel were delivered out of Egypt, they had been humbled and proved by Jehovah their God forty years in the wilderness, declaring that they were God’s elect and they would keep God’s commandments (Deut. 8:1-5). Therefore the Lord Jesus was baptized just as the children of Israel passed through the Red sea. His forty days in the wilderness was equivalent to the forty years of the children of Israel in the wilderness. The Lord took the initiative to be tempted by the devil just as the Israel was humbled and proved by God. All these purposely show that the Lord Jesus is the true Israelite and the beloved son of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Holy Spirit fills a man with the aim of manifesting the works of God in him and makes his words and deeds be controlled and guided by God henceforth. 

2) The work of the Holy Spirit in men is “to forbid” and “not to allow” (See Acts. 16:6-7) on the negative side and “to lead” and “to drive” (See Mark. 1:12) on the positive side. 

3) The Lord was tempted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit and we can say that God tested Him. God always makes us face the temptations in order to prove our hearts towards God. 

4) The guidance of the Spirit shows that Christ was not tempted passively. He took the initiative to consume all the power and works of the enemy first and then followed up the victory. 

5) The Spirit took the initiative to lead Jesus to be tempted by the devil. It means that the Lord bound the strong first and then plundered the goods (Matt. 12:29) so as to save the world that originally lied in the devil.

6) The Lord was filled with the Holy Spirit first and then fought against the devil. Only when one is filled with the Holy Spirit and guided by the Holy Spirit can he win the spiritual battles. If we let the Holy Spirit have all the standing, we will have the power of overcoming. 

7) When we achieve the spiritual peak, the valley of test is always waiting for us. Take heed that the present success could not assure the success all the time.

8) Satan always uses all of its power to tempt the one who is the nearest to God. The more one is filled with the Holy Spirit, the more he will be attacked by Satan. 

9) The Lord prepares a table before us in the presence of the enemies and makes us be replete for the conflicts (See Ps. 23:5; Exod. 17). Therefore when we are satisfied and full in the Spirit, we should be ready to meet spiritual conflicts. 

10) God permits temptations to come to us because we may benefit through temptations, just as the storm makes the oak take root more deeply and the raging fire makes glaze of the chinaware more durably. 

11) You do not know how the Lord shield you and hold you with hands until Satan tries its best to tempt you to depart from the Lord. At that time you fell that the Lord leads you closely with His mighty hands. 

12) Since we live by the Spirit, let us walk also by the Spirit (Gal. 5:25).

13) For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted (Her. 2:17-18). His reaction towards temptations is the example for all believers that are tempted. 

14) The Lord was tempted by the devil in the wilderness. In difficult and helpless conditions without any enjoyment, the devil comes to induce us to compromise with it for the immediate enjoyment.  
Luke. 4:2 “And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.”


YLT: “and he did not eat anything in those days, and they having been ended, he afterward hungered,”

The Background: Moses and Elijah did not eat bread nor drink water forty days and forty nights (Exod. 34:28; 1Kings. 19:8); they typified that the Lord Jesus was the servant and the prophet of God (Heb. 3:5, Matt. 16:14).


Literal Meaning: “those days” are the forty days that were mentioned before (See v.1).

  “He ate nothing” It is the fasting that means to give up the reasonable and legal enjoyment of the flesh. 

  “When they had ended, He was hungry.” It shows that the flesh is in need of food. 

 This verse shows that Jesus was hungry “when they had ended” instead of during the fasting. From this we could see the meaning of fasting. Someone fasts because he is full of burden in his heart so that he neglects the need of his body. During this period, he stays in the spiritual state and his spirit concentrates on spiritual things, neglecting the need of food and drink, until the burden is unloaded. In the period of fasting, prayer often goes with the fasting (See 2:37, Acts. 14:23). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Fasting has connection with prayer. Prayer and fasting always enable us to overcome temptations of the devil (Matt. 17:21).



2) Fasting is to afflict the soul (see Is. 58:3) and to overlook the needs of the flesh. Those who truly work with the Lord should often mind the things of the Lord and put down the needs of the flesh. 

    3) No matter how spiritually great one is, he unavoidably has the needs of the flesh. What matters is how we react to the needs. Do we give priority to the will of God? Or to our needs?

Luke. 4:3 “And the devil said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.’”


YLT: “and the Devil said to him, ‘If Son thou art of God, speak to this stone that it may become bread.’”

Meaning of Words: “If”: forasmuch as (showing the real situation instead of the hypothetical one). 


Literal Meaning: “If You are the Son of God.” The devil did not question the identity of the Lord Jesus as the Son of God. However it intended to tempt Him to stand in the position of Son of God instead of the Son of Man. 

“Command that these stones to become bread.” It means to use God’s mighty power to satisfy the needs of the flesh. In this way, He would not experience the suffering as a man. The evil intention of the devil is to make Jesus only care about His needs instead of the will of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Lord was hungry, the tempter came. When we are in difficulty or in need, the temptations of the devil always come to induce us to turn away from God and solve the problems by ourselves.



2) The kingdom of heaven brings men back to the reign of God and enables men to obey God. The authority of darkness makes men abandon God, only satisfy themselves and neglect to satisfy God.

3) The temptations of the devil induce Christians to use the adoption (the Son of God) and power that are from God to work for ourselves ------to hold gain to be piety (1Tim. 6:5).

4) “If…” The devil always makes us doubt spiritual things.

5) The devil always utilizes the conditions that we are in difficulty to tempt us to doubt God, our faith and the adoption and makes us hold that if not, how should we suffer so many afflictions?

6) The artifice of the devil is to tempt us to compromise with the world in order to change the difficult situations (“stones”) into satisfied and comfortable ones for the needs of the flesh (“bread”).

7) “Stones become bread” is to change the circumstances. The circumstances are very difficult because there are stones all around. Once the circumstances are changed, there will be enjoyment. If someone gives up serving the Lord and returns to the world to find a job, he will own worldly enjoyment.  

8) “Stones become bread.” The believers are “living stones” (1Pet. 2:5) to build God’s temple. However, if they seek the world, they will become earthly man and may be devoured by the devil (see Gen. 3:14. 1Pet. 5:8).

9) The devil often tempts us to draw all our attention to the material needs of the flesh so that we may neglect the spiritual needs. That’s the reason why many believers fail.

Luke. 4:4 “But Jesus answered him, saying, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.’”


YLT: “And Jesus answered him, saying, ‘It hath been written, that, not on bread only shall man live, but on every saying of God.’”

Meaning of words: “word”: seasonable word, word in need (in the original rhema is different from logos which means objective words).

Literal Meaning: “It is written” the following words are quoted from the third verse of the eighth chapter in the book of Isaiah. 

“Man shall not live by bread alone” The Lord did not say that “man shall not need bread” but “not live by bread alone”. He admitted the importance of bread for men’s existence. 

  “But by every word of God.” Just like the children of Israel received manna as food in the wilderness by relying on the word (promise) of God, man shall live by every word of God.

Spiritual Meaning: on one hand, the word of God means spiritual food (Jer. 15:16). Man shall not live by the concern of the needs of the flesh alone, but by the concern of the spiritual needs. On the other, the word of God means the will of God (2Tim. 3:16). Man shall not live for the needs of life alone, but for the will of God. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Satan wanted to tempt the Lord Jesus to work, standing in the position of Son of God (v.3). But the Lord coped with Satan, standing in the position of Son of Man all the time (“man shall live…”), and completely conquered it. 

2) The Lord used God’s word (“it is written”) to withstand the devil. God’s word is the useful weapon in spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:17). In order to conquer the enemy, we have to use God’s word.  

3) Darby said that the key to get strength in spiritual conflicts is to use the word of God correctly; by the power of the Holy Spirit a word of God could make the enemy be rendered speechless. 

4) The words printed in the Holy Bible are to common people and objective (logos). Only when they become subjective and seasonable words (rhema) to us, they will work operatively in us.

5) Those who live by bread alone instead of every word of God do not live in the reality of the kingdom of God. 

6) Those who serve the Lord should live by the word of God in the necessities of life. One won’t serve the mammon only if he lives by the word of God.

7) The Lord Jesus was able command the stones to become bread but He was unwilling to do so. What’s important to those who serve the Lord is that: if they do not have the word of God, they are unwilling to do anything though they are able to do it.

8) The first Adam failed in the bread (Gen. 3:11-12) and the second Adam conquered in the bread. 

9) The demarcation between overcoming and failure of believers is whether the spirit dominates the flesh or the flesh dominates the spirit. 

Luke. 4:5 “Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.”


YLT: “And the Devil having brought him up to an high mountain, shewed to him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time,”

Literal Meaning: Actually, none of the mountains in the world is so high that standing upon which one could see all the kingdoms of the world. Therefore, there are two explanations about this verse. One is that the devil took Him up on a high mountain. Looking far around, the Lord could see the cities and villages at the foot of the mountain. Thus, the Lord could have a taste of all the kingdoms of the world and their glory (Gen. 13:10). The other is that the devil used its supernatural power to show Jesus all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.

Spiritual Meaning: “Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain” According to the records of the Gospel of Matthew, it should be the third temptation because the Lord Jesus had already commanded Satan to take away (See Matt. 4:10) in this temptation and therefore it should be the last temptation. Luke listed the temptation of the high mountain in the second place and he may intend to let readers know “the certainty of things in which you were instructed” (See 1:4) according to the order of reasons (See Gen. 3:16, 1John. 2:16):

  a) In the first temptation Satan tempted the Lord to command the stone to become bread------just like the devil made Eve “see that the tree was good for food”------Satan tempted to stir up “the lust of the flesh”.

  b) In the second temptation Satan let the Lord see the glory of all kingdoms on the high mountain------just like the devil made Eve think “that it was a pleasure for the eyes”------Satan tempted to stir up “the lust of the eyes”. 

  c) In the third temptation Satan tempted the Lord to throw Himself down------just like the devil made Eve think that “the tree was to make one wise”------Satan tempted to stir up “the pride of life”.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The glory of the world is of earth and it will make men look down from higher levels and fall down. 



2) Believers should life up their eyes unto God (Ps. 121:1-2). We should look steadfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of our faith (Heb. 12:2).

Luke. 4:6 “And the devil said to Him, ‘All this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.”


YLT: “and the Devil said to him, `To thee I will give all this authority, and their glory, because to me it hath been delivered, and to whomsoever I will, I do give it;”

Literal Meaning: “this has been delivered to me” Pleas note that the Lord Jesus did nit deny this or blame it for this, showing that this is a fact. Originally, in the beginning and in God’s creation, He had anointed an archangel to rule this world. Later it betrayed God because of pride and it was judged by God and then it became God’s enemy Satan (See Ezek. 28:13-19; Is. 14:12-15); however, before God fully executed the judgment towards the devil (See Rev. 20:7-10), this world is of the devil and it is the prince of the world (See John. 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All the earthly authority and power are of the devil and all those who seek earthly fame and positions and glory have already fallen in the traps of the devil. 

2) We have been saved by the Lord and delivered from the power of the devil. If we turn back to seek the earthly blessing, don’t we put ourselves willingly into the snare? 

Luke. 4:7 “Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.’”


YLT: “thou, then, if thou mayest bow before me all shall be thine.’”

Literal Meaning: “worship before me” It means to submit to someone as common people to the king. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The ultimate purpose of the devil’s temptation is to usurp God’s status in men’s hearts and steal the worship that God deserves. 



2) In the universe, only the Lord and God deserve worship. The worship to anyone else, even to angels (Col. 2:18) or God’s servants (Acts. 14:11-18) is lawless and ultimately belongs to the devil because it is made by the cheat of the devil. 

3) All the kingdoms of the world and their glory are the weapons used by the devil to deceive men. If our hearts turn to the vain glories of the world, we are unconsciously worshiping the devil. 

4) Satan is willing to give up all the kingdoms of the world and their glory to gain men’s worship. Today, many leaders in the assembly share their status, wealth and etc with the aim of gaining others’ allegiance. 

Luke. 4:8 “And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’”


YLT: “And Jesus answering him said, ‘Get thee behind me, Adversary, for it hath been written, Thou shalt bow before the Lord thy God, and Him only thou shalt serve.’”

Literal Meaning: “You shall worship the LORD, and Him only you shall serve.” This sentence is quoted from the thirteenth verse of the sixth chapter of the book of Isaiah. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “You shall worship the LORD your God.” God is so jealous that He could not bear any other worship besides Him. God is a jealous God.

2) Worship is the central point that Satan tries its best to usurp from God. If our worship is not only to God, we have already fallen into the principle of Satan. Be attentive!

3) Looking upon God only, regarding God as the most precious and worshiping Him only will enable us to conquer the blindness and deceit of the lust to the world. 

4) “Him only you shall serve.” One can not serve two masters. If one wants to serve God, first he should devote himself to God completely. When we preserve ourselves in devotion, we are probably serving two masters------God and mammon (Matt. 6:24). 

Luke. 4:9 “Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here.”


YLT: “And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, `If the Son thou art of God, cast thyself down hence,”

Meaning of words: “the pinnacle of the temple”: the wing of the temple.


Literal Meaning: “The pinnacle of the temple”: the corner extending from the roof of the temple (concerning the southeast corner on the roof of the temple, the pinnacle is about several hundreds of feet high and below it is the Kidron Valley).

  Spiritual Meaning: “Jerusalem” is the place for God’s people to worship God (John. 4:20). Therefore the devil brought Jesus to the city of Jerusalem, indicating to tempt Him in the circle of religion. 

  “Pinnacle of the temple” symbolizes the high fame and status in the world of religion.

  “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down.” The evil intention of the devil was to induce Jesus to tempt God’s faithfulness (whether God would protect Him) and show off His outstanding power (to draw men’s attention).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though many people conquer the lust of the flesh------giving up the enjoyment of food and drink, they can not conquer the pride of life------the desire to become outstanding.



2) Unexpectedly, the devil had his place in the holy city and the holy temple where men originally worship God. The devil, always hiding himself in the assembly (Rev.2:13), dominates the believers to harm God’s witness and humiliate God’s name.

    3) Though many people could give up their future in the world, they could not give up the status and glory in the world of religion. The vain glory in the assembly (Pill. 2:3) always becomes the snare to fervent believers. 

4) The devil always induces men to throw down such as: committing suicide by jumping from the building, into the sea and from the train, falling down, depressed in the spirit, in reading the Bible and in meetings.

5) If a believer in the assembly wants to show off his abilities (such as eloquence, the ability to solve problems and spiritual gifts) to gain others’ admiration, he is taken in the temptations of Satan. 

Luke. 4:10 “For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,'”


YLT: “for it hath been written To His messengers He will give charge concerning thee, to guard over thee,”

Literal Meaning: “For it is written” Because the Lord Jesus always used the word of God to deal with the devil in the first two temptations, the devil here tempted to use the word of God to deal with the Lord, however, it purposely omitted “in all your ways” (See Ps. 91:11-12) between “His angels” and “to keep you” so as to distort the real intention of the Bible. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Today, many people in heresies, calling themselves Christians, have learned the tricks of the devil and use the Bible to go along with their own views to confuse the ignorant.



2) While reading the Bible, we should pay attention to the context and consider the quintessence of the whole Bible, cutting in a straight line the word of truth (2Tim. 2:15), otherwise we may be easily misled.

3) God will protect us when we walk in normal way. If we purposely throw down (for example, we intentionally enter into the sinful places), God would not protect us. 

Luke. 4:11 “and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”


YLT: “and On hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou mayest dash against a stone thy foot.’”

Meaning of Words: “bear you up”: lift up, take up, carry; “lest”: if peradventure, so as not to; “dash”: beat upon, strike. 

Luke. 4:12 “And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘It has been said, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’”


YLT: “And Jesus answering said to him ‘It hath been said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.’”

Literal Meaning: “it has been said” It means that the meaning of the Bible should not be interpreted only by one sentence of the Bible. The meaning should also accord with other sentences in the Bible.

  “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.” It is quoted from the sixteenth verse of the sixth chapter of the book of Isaiah. “Tempting God”: one purposely puts himself in a situation to see whether God helps him. This behavior, with the intention of forcing God to protect us, is a challenge to God.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus used the word of God (“it has been said”) to overcome the temptations of the devil three times; the word of God is the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17) which is all-conquering. 

2) Facing those who use the Bible incorrectly, we should learn from the Lord Jesus to discern what they have said with other sentences of the Bible. Therefore, we should let the word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom (Col. 3:16), lest we may be deceived.



3) The reason why the Lord did not throw down is that He stood in the position of obedience and did nothing until God had commanded Him, not that He was unable to do it. It is the sign that the Lord did something and He did not do anything. 

4) We should trust and obey God and never tempt Him. Tempting God shows our doubt on His love and power. 

5) Satan quoted God’s word to ask the Lord Jesus to do something (See v.10-11). Satan thought that it was trusting God, however, the Lord said it was tempting the Lord. Trusting God is that God had said at first and then we do it upon what He had spoken. Tempting God is that God did not say anything and we presumptuously use the word of the Bible to force God to be responsible for it.

Luke. 4:13 “Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time.”


YLT: “And having ended all temptation, the Devil departed from him till a convenient season.”

Literal Meaning: “the devil had ended every temptation” The temptations of the devil are various. It wanted to find the weakness of the Lord in His humanity from all kinds of angles, however, it failed. 

  “He departed from Him until an opportune time.” “Until an opportune time” shows that it may still come soon. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “When the devil had ended every temptation.” Our Lord overcame the devil not a bit but completely. If we want to overcome the temptations of the devil, we have to live in Christ and let the Lord come out to deal with the devil. 

2) “He departed from Him until an opportune time” Though the attack of the enemy Satan failed for the moment, it would come back and make a counterattack. And it usually makes the counterattack suddenly when we become slack because of the temporary victory and makes us be defeated finally because of our carelessness and unreadiness. 

3) The Lord instructed us to “watch” (See 21:36) so as to deal with Satan who “departed until an opportune time”. 

Luke. 4:14 “Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out through all the surrounding region.”


YLT: “And Jesus turned back in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a fame went forth through all the region round about concerning him,”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit” It means that the Holy Spirit is the origin of the power of His work; “power” in the original means that it is explosively powerful (dynamite). 

  “Returned to Galilee” After the Lord Jesus had overcome the temptations of the devil, He had lived in Galilee for about a year (See John. 2:1-5:47). Here it recorded the beginning of the second year of His public service. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the one shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon him (Acts. 1:8).

Luke. 4:15 “And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.”


YLT: “and he was teaching in their synagogues, being glorified by all.”

Literal Meaning: “He taught in their synagogues” Synagogues came into being after the Jews had been carried away to Babylon. There wasn’t the Holy Temple in foreign countries and synagogues emerged because of the demand so that the Jews could gather together, worship God and listen to the word of God. When the Lord Jesus began to preach, He taught the multitudes in their synagogues because there were many people there. 

Luke. 4:16 “So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.”


YLT: “And he came to Nazareth, where he hath been brought up, and he went in, according to his custom, on the sabbath-day, to the synagogue, and stood up to read;”


Meaning of Words: “as His custom was”: tradition, the way that men are accustomed to. 


Literal Meaning: “He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up.” Some Bible exegetes held that the scriptures from v.16 to v.30 comprehensively and concisely recorded the three times of the Lord’s turning to His hometown. The first time is from v.16 to v.22a (See Matt. 4:13); the second time is from v.22b to v.24 (See Matt. 13:54-58; Mark. 6:1-6); the third time is from v.25 to v.30. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord Jesus formed a habit to go to synagogue on time and partake in the Bible study. We should also learn from the Lord Jesus to join the gathering and read the Bible on time. 

Luke. 4:17 “And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:”


YLT: “and there was given over to him a roll of Isaiah the prophet, and having unfolded the roll, he found the place where it hath been written:”

Literal Meaning: “He found the place where it was written” the following verses were quoted from the first and second verses of the sixty-first chapter of the book of Isaiah. Through these verses, Isaiah the prophet predicted that the people of Israel would be released from the miserable condition that they were carried away to Babylon. 

Luke. 4:18 “‘The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed;”


YLT: “`The Spirit of the Lord [is] upon me, Because He did anoint me; To proclaim good news to the poor, Sent me to heal the broken of heart, To proclaim to captives deliverance, And to blind receiving of sight, To send away the bruised with deliverance,”

Literal Meaning: “the Spirit of the LORD is upon Me” Here “the LORD” indicates God; “the Spirit of the LORD” indicates the Holy Spirit. 

  “He anointed Me” It means the “spreading on” of the Holy Spirit. He anointed Me with the Holy Spirit. 


Spiritual Meaning: this verse typifies that God spread on the Lord Jesus with the Holy Spirit with the aim of making Him work:

  a) “To preach the gospel to the poor” It specially indicates to preach the gospel of the kingdom of God to those who are poor in Spirit and before God (See Matt. 12:21). 

  b) “To proclaim liberty to the captives” It specially indicates to release the captives of Satan and those who are controlled by Satan (Acts. 26:18; 1John. 5:19).

  c) “And recovery of sight to the blind” It specially indicates to heal those whose thoughts have been blinded by the god of this world (2Cor. 4:4).

  d) “To set at liberty those who are oppressed” It specially indicates to release those who are bound and oppressed by sin (John. 8:34; Rom. 6:18).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Even the Lord Jesus Himself needed to wait for the anointment of the Holy Spirit and then do the work of God, shouldn’t we need the Holy Spirit? Since He needs to wait, we have to wait also. 

2) The unction (the Holy Spirit) is for all those who accept it with faith to act in concert with the work of God. 

Luke. 4:19 “To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.’”


YLT: “To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.’”

The Background: In the age of the Old Testament, there was “the acceptable year” for the Jews every fifty years and this year the slaves would be released, the debts would be cancelled totally and the possessions of the ancestors would be returned to the descents of the original owners (See Lev. 25:8-55).


Literal Meaning: according to the second verse of the sixty-first chapter of the book of Isaiah from which this verse is quoted, there was “the day of vengeance of our God”. However, the Lord Jesus did not read this sentence, showing that the aim of His first coming is to open the gate of grace for all human beings and the judgment of God will be brought in on His second coming. The Lord did read “the acceptable year of the LORD” and did not read “the day of vengeance of our God” with His special purpose. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is the age of grace today and it is “the acceptable year of the LORD”. Everyone should receive His grace as long as there are still chances, lest it would be too late for one to repent while the chance is missed. 

2) The “year” is used to describe the time which is acceptable to God and the “day” is used to describe the time of God’s vengeance. God has shown His kindness to us through this. 

Luke. 4:20 “Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.”


YLT: “And having folded the roll, having given [it] back to the officer, he sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue were gazing on him.”

Literal Meaning: “Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant” At that time, the Bible was written in the scrolls of sheepskin. The ministers of the synagogue kept the Bible usually. When reading, the Bible was opened and after reading it was rolled up to the original shape. 

  “And sat down.” According to custom at that time, men stood up to read the Bible (See v.16) and sat down to teach men (See Matt. 5:1; 26:55; John. 8:2; Acts. 16:13).

Luke. 4:21 “And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’”


YLT: “And he began to say unto them `To-day hath this writing been fulfilled in your ears;’”

Literal Meaning: this verse implies that He Himself is the Messiah whom Isaiah had predicted. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ is the reality of all the prophecies and types of the Old Testament. When we search the Bible, we have to search Christ in the Bible (See John. 5:39-40).

2) Salvation is of Christ. If one has Christ, he will experience the fullness of the salvation. 

Luke. 4:22 “So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, ‘Is this not Joseph's son?’”


YLT: “and all were bearing testimony to him, and were wondering at the gracious words that are coming forth out of his mouth, and they said, ‘Is not this the son of Joseph?’”

Literal Meaning: “Is this not Joseph’s son?” Since the Lord Jesus began to preach, this is the only verse that mentioned the name of His foster father “Joseph”. General Bible exegetes held that Joseph died very early and the Lord Jesus, as the eldest son, for several years had worked as a carpenter (See Mark. 6:3) from His foster father’s job in order to help His mother to bring up His younger brothers and sisters before He began to preach. 


Enlightenment in the Word: people in Nazareth “bore witness to Him” and “marveled at the gracious words” with the attitude of appreciation and criticism, however, they were unwilling to accept His words because of His low identity------“the son of Joseph” and finally thrust Him out of the city (See v.29). This told us: we should accept the word of God with respect as long as it is the word of God, no matter who speaks the word and we should not look on it with cold indifference or reject it rudely. 

Luke. 4:23 “He said to them, ‘You will surely say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’”


YLT: “And he said unto them, ‘Certainly ye will say to me this simile, Physician, heal thyself; as great things as we heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country;’”

Literal Meaning: “proverb” it is also called “parable” and it indicates the well-known and common saying for all. 

  “Physician, heal yourself!” It means that “you help yourself first!”


Enlightenment in the Word: “Physician, heal yourself!” Today ministers need to heal their mouths and greed. They teach believers not to judge others, however, those who judge others a lot are the ministers instead of believers. They persuade believers not to love the world and money, however, they even love money more than the worldly believers. 

Luke. 4:24 “Then He said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own country.”


YLT: “and he said, ‘Verily I say to you No prophet is accepted in his own country;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord was fully aware that “no prophet is accepted in his own country”, however, He still preached the gospel first to His own country------Nazareth. We should preach the gospel first to our dearest people------family members, good friends, neighbors, colleges, schoolmates and so on regardless of the difficulties. 

2) Today in the assembly in all parts, many local saints are neglected and they haven’t received the same honor and respect, compared with the external saints. As a result, their gifts are neglected.  

Luke. 4:25 “But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a great famine throughout all the land;”


YLT: “and of a truth I say to you, Many widows were in the days of Elijah, in Israel, when the heaven was shut for three years and six months, when great famine came on all the land,”
Luke. 4:26 “but to none of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow.”


YLT: “and unto none of them was Elijah sent, but to Sarepta of Sidon, unto a woman, a widow;”

Literal Meaning: concerning v.25 and v.26, please see 1Kings. 17:1-15. 

Luke. 4:27 “And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’”


YLT: “and many lepers were in the time of Elisha the prophet, in Israel, and none of them was cleansed, but Naaman the Syrian.’”

Literal Meaning: “Naaman the Syrian” please see 2Kings. 5:1-14. 

  The Lord listed two examples that God saved the Gentiles from v.25 to v.27. He emphasized that the Jews rejected the messengers who spread the message of redemption in the past and God sent them to the Gentiles. Today, the Lord Jesus is the redeemer of this time and if they reject Him, the history would repeat itself (See 10:13-15; Rom. 9-10). 


Enlightenment in the Word: How marvelous the gospel is! We, the Gentiles who are originally unrelated to God, become partakers of God’s salvation unexpectedly because the Jews have rejected the Lord Jesus. 

Luke. 4:28 “So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath,”


YLT: “And all in the synagogue were filled with wrath, hearing these things,”

Literal Meaning: the Jews thought that they were God’s elect. They were especially gifted and had the privilege to enjoy God’s grace. Today when they heard the words that Jesus seemed to show partiality for the Gentiles, they felt very indignant. 

Luke. 4:29 “and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw Him down over the cliff.”


YLT: “and having risen, they put him forth without the city, and brought him unto the brow of the hill on which their city had been built to cast him down headlong,”

The Background: in ancient times, concerning the false prophets, the Jews threw them down over the cliff which was several tens of feet high and stoned at him. 


Literal Meaning: people in Nazareth changed their attitude of praise towards Jesus to the attitude of hatred because: 1) He did not do any sign there (See v.23); 2) He blamed them that they did not respect the prophets in their own country (See v.24); 3) He proclaimed that the children of Israel did not receive the grace but the Gentiles received the grace contrarily (See v.25-27). Therefore they claimed that He was the false prophet and condemned Him to death. 

Luke. 4:30 “Then passing through the midst of them, He went His way.”


YLT: “and he, having gone through the midst of them, went away.”

Meaning of Words: “passing through”: go through, walk through; “went His way”: depart. 


Literal Meaning: the meaning of this verse is uncertain and there are two possibilities: 1) the Lord Jesus showed a miracle to walk through the cliff in the air and did not drop down from the cliff; 2) they were astonished at the impressive manner of the Lord Jesus and the moment they loosed their hands, the Lord went His way through the midst of them. 

Luke. 4:31 “Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbaths.”


YLT: “And he came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the sabbaths,”

Literal Meaning: “went down to Capernaum” Capernaum was on the north of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus had lived in Capernaum and preached there for a time (Matt. 9:1; 11:23).

Luke. 4:32 “And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority.”


YLT: “and they were astonished at his teaching, because his word was with authority.”

Literal Meaning: “they were astonished at His teaching” It shows that His teaching was unusual. 

  “For His word was with authority.” The differences between the teaching of the Lord Jesus and that of the scribes are as follows: 1) the teaching of the scribes was “it was said to the ancients…” and the teaching of the Lord Jesus was “I say unto you…” (See Matt. 5:21-22); 2) the scribes explained the outward knowledge of letters and the Lord Jesus explain the reality and spirit of letters (See 2Cor. 3:6); the former was vanity and without any power and the latter was with authority and power and made people see the light of the word of God, fear God and obey Him. 

Luke. 4:33 “Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out with a loud voice,”


YLT: “And in the synagogue was a man, having a spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a great voice,”

Literal Meaning: “who had a spirit of an unclean demon” “Unclean demons” were the living creatures that existed before the age of Adam. They were enticed by Satan and followed it to betray God and then were judged by God and became evil spirits that were without bodies. The unclean demons originally lived in the sea, however, after men fallen and committed the sin, they possessed men’s bodies as rest. “Unclean” is to describe the nature and behavior of the spirit and it was unclean. 

  A man who “has a spirit of an unclean demon” also means that a man “is dwelled” by an unclean demon. Anyone that is dwelled by the unclean demon usually behaves supernaturally because he is controlled by the evil spirit. 


Spiritual Meaning: a man who has a spirit of an unclean demon. It symbolizes that Satan usurps men who are created by God for His purpose and makes men become the tools to withstand God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the place where the Jews worshipped God (“in the synagogue”), there was unexpectedly a man who had a spirit of an unclean demon; today in the church, probably there are many believers who are dominated by the power of Satan (See Rev. 2:13).

2) The devil does not fear men’s form of piety and it fears the power of piety (See 2Tim. 3:5).

Luke. 4:34 “saying, ‘Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy One of God!’”


YLT: “saying, ‘Away, what to us and to thee, Jesus, O Nazarene? thou didst come to destroy us; I have known thee who thou art the Holy One of God.’”

Literal Meaning: “what have we to do with you” is in the original “what to us and to thee” and it is a Hebrew idiom.

  “I know who You are” Please note that the person “we” in the former sentence had been switched to “I”; probably there are many demons in that man and one of them represented them to speak.

  “The Holy One of God” is another name of the Son of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “An unclean demon” is completely opposite to “the Holy One of God” and they could never coexist with each other. 

2) For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil (1John. 3:8). 

3) Though the unclean demon knows that the Lord is the Holy One of God, it has nothing to do with the Lord and its unclean nature won’t be changed because of this. It shows that the objective knowledge is of little help to men. 

4) The unclean demon is fully aware that its end is the perdition. However, it still does wrongful acts. In the same way, many people also only care about their present enjoyment and disregard their eternal suffering in future. 

5) The evil spirit also knows those who are of God and the real state in them (See Acts. 19:15). 
Luke. 4:35 “But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be quiet, and come out of him!’ And when the demon had thrown him in their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt him.”


YLT: “And Jesus did rebuke him, saying, ‘Be silenced, and come forth out of him;’ and the demon having cast him into the midst, came forth from him, having hurt him nought;”

Literal Meaning: “Be quiet” means “stop talking”; the Lord did not allow the demon to cry that “You are the Holy One of God” because when the Lord was on earth, He always stood in the position of “the Son of Man” to fulfill the will of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord does not accept the witness of the devil even if it is true. 

2) When Satan utilizes those who are against the Lord to speak much, we should ask the Lord to stop the demon from speaking and demand it to be quiet. 

3) The evil spirit always asks men to do something unconsciously and makes them disobey the willingness of their hearts. 

4) If those who are possessed by the unclean demon and are full of sins want to receive the salvation of the Lord, they have to undergo the suffering; the Lord has the salvation of the remission of sins, however, sinners have to undergo the travail of birth. 

5) The more unclean the demon is, the harder it is for it to come out. The more sins men commit, the more difficult it is for men to turn away from sins. 
Luke. 4:36 “Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, ‘What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.’”


YLT: “and amazement came upon all, and they were speaking together, with one another, saying, ‘What [is] this word, that with authority and power he doth command the unclean spirits, and they come forth?’”

Meaning of Words: “amazed”: astonish, wonder; “spoke among themselves”: talked about with each other, discussed with one another; “command”: order. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The word of the Lord is with authority and it could cast the unclean spirits out. Believers could appropriate the power of the word of the Lord by faith to deal with the power of the devil. 

2) Even the unclean spirits obey the word of the Lord, should not we, believers of the Lord, obey His word? 

Luke. 4:37 “And the report about Him went out into every place in the surrounding region.”


YLT: “and there was going forth a fame concerning him to every place of the region round about.”

Meaning of Words: “report”: sound, fame; “went out”: go forth; “every”: any, all. 

Luke. 4:38 “Now He arose from the synagogue and entered Simon's house. But Simon's wife's mother was sick with a high fever, and they made request of Him concerning her.”


YLT: “And having risen out of the synagogue, he entered into the house of Simon, and the mother-in-law of Simon was pressed with a great fever, and they did ask him about her,”

Literal Meaning: “Simon’s wife’s mother” It shows that Peter had a family and he took round his wife in all regions (See 1Cor. 9:5). It is said that they were both martyrs of the Lord. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Simon’s wife’ mother” represents the Jews. 

“Was sick with a high fever” It has two aspects of symbolization: 1) The Jews were exceedingly zealous in the Law and the doctrines of their fathers (Gal. 1:14, Acts. 21:20); 2) The Jews would suffer extreme misery in the great tribulation. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers are zealous in the things besides the Lord and even neglect the Lord Himself, we are “sick with a high fever” in the Lord’s eyes. 

2) When she was “sick with a fever”, she felt different from others because only she was fevered and others were not. Anyone who is abnormally excited or fervent may be “sick with a fever”. 

3) “Being sick with a high fever” also symbolizes the uncontrolled temper; if we are unable to control our temper, we are like those who are sick with a fever and we are abnormal in the eyes of others. 

4) “They made request of Him concerning her.” We should pray for the abnormal conditions of others and ask the Lord to show His mercy. 
Luke. 4:39 “So He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. And immediately she arose and served them.”


YLT: “and having stood over her, he rebuked the fever, and it left her, and presently, having risen, she was ministering to them.”

Spiritual Meaning: this verse symbolizes that when the Lord comes to the world for the second time, the children of Israel will be shook by His coming and therefore all the people of Israel will be saved (Rom. 11:26). They will be revived and serve Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the abnormal fever is left and then we could really serve the Lord. 

2) One should be healed first and then serve the Lord; if we want to serve the Lord and the church, we have to let the Lord heal the abnormal sicknesses in our life first. 

Luke. 4:40 “When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them.”


YLT: “And at the setting of the sun, all, as many as had any ailing with manifold sicknesses, brought them unto him, and he on each one of them [his] hands having put, did heal them.”

Literal Meaning: “when the sun was setting” It describes the things in the same Sabbath from v.31 to v.39 in this chapter. However, the Sabbath ends in the sunset and then the Jews could take a long journey and take heavy things. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the whole world lies in the wickedness (1John. 5:19) and is manipulated by it. However, thank the Lord! He has saved us from the hands of the devil and has removed all kind of pains of our life. 

Luke. 4:41 “And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of God!’ And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was the Christ.”


YLT: “And demons also were coming forth from many, crying out and saying `Thou art the Christ, the Son of God;’ and rebuking, he did not suffer them to speak, because they knew him to be the Christ.”

Literal Meaning: “He did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was the Christ.” The Lord did not allow the demons to speak anything for Him because when the demons bore witness of the Lord, they only made men misunderstand the Lord and this would on the contrary affect His work. 

Luke. 4:42 “Now when it was day, He departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowd sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from leaving them;”


YLT: “And day having come, having gone forth, he went on to a desert place, and the multitudes were seeking him, and they came unto him, and were staying him not to go on from them,”

Literal Meaning: “He went into a deserted place” The reason why Lord Jesus went into a deserted place is praying (See Mark. 1:35); He, as a man, needed to always keep the fellowship and union with God the Father through prayers and draw power from God the Father. 

  “And the crowd sought Him” The crowd sought the Lord because of the curiosity instead of the love of Him. Some of them joined in the fun, some of them wanted to make Him a king and some of them had eaten of the loaves (See John. 6:26).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord worked late at night and He had to wake up early the next morning to pray to God and have communion with God alone. This shows that no matter how many services there are, His fellowship with Father in heaven could not be affected. The work did not usurp the position of God in Him. This is the key of the great effect of His work. 

2) No matter how busy believers are, we could not forget to make time to pray to God and have communion with God. 

3) The most important thing to serve God is to understand the will of God through praying; we should never serve God according to our own intentions. 

4) If there is not prayer, there won’t be any service. We do not do any work of service sometimes. However, we could not cease praying. 

5) The best time to draw near to God is the early morning before dawn. At that time, the environment is the quietest and the state of mind is the most peaceful. 

6) Every morning, we should seek and pursue the Lord with spiritual companions (See 2Tim. 2:22).
Luke. 4:43 “but He said to them, ‘I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this purpose I have been sent.’”


YLT: “and he said unto them ‘Also to the other cities it behoveth me to proclaim good news of the reign of God, because for this I have been sent;’”

Literal Meaning: the Lord refused the crowd to seek Him because He did not like to show Himself. He was unwilling to be supported as a leader and satisfy men’s curiosity and interest of fun because He has only one aim on the earth, i.e. preaching------“because for this purpose I have been sent”.


Enlightenment in the Word: when the crowd sought the Lord (See v.42), the Lord departed from the crowd for a special purpose. Workers of the Lord should not seek their own “followers” and should seek the fulfillment of the will of God wholeheartedly. 

Luke. 4:44 “And He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.”


YLT: “and he was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.”
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Comparison of Two Adams (v.2-4)


I. The first Adam failed in bread and the last Adam succeeded in hunger.

II. The first Adam neglected the word of God and the last Adam treasured the word of God.

III. The first Adam sinned against God because of bread and the last Adam enjoyed spiritual food because of the word of God.

IV. The first Adam ate to “be as God” (Gen. 3:5) and the last Adam did not eat to keep the position of Son of Man.

Christ Had Overcome the Temptations of the Devil

I. The reason of His overcoming (v.1) ------He was guided by the Holy Spirit.

II. The first overcoming (v.2-4) ------He lived by the heavenly provision (by God’s word) which exceeds the earthly principle (by bread).

III. The second overcoming (v.5-8) ------He absolutely held God as the one to worship and serve.

IV. The third overcoming (v.9-12) ------ He fully trusted in God and did not tempt God. 

V. The consequence of His overcoming (v.13) ------the enemy left. 

The Spiritual Principles of the Three Temptations of the Devil (see 1John. 2:16)

I. Inciting the lust of the flesh------the enjoyment of food and drink and life (v.2-4). 

II. Inducing the lust of the eyes------appreciation of earthly glory (v.5-8).

III. Stirring up the pride of life------the outstanding performance (v.9-12).

The Aspects concerned in the Three Temptations of the Devil

I. Concerning personal enjoyments ------what bread stands for (v.2-4). 

II. Concerning the possession in the world ------what all the kingdoms of the world and their glory stand for (v.5-8). 

III. Concerning the status and power in the circle of religion ------what throwing down on the pinnacle of the temple stands for (v.9-12). 

The Motivates behind the Three Temptations of the Devil

I. Inducing men to pay attention to the needs of the flesh and ignore spiritual needs (v.2-4). 

II. Inducing men to worship the devil unconsciously and ignore the worship and service to God (v.5-8).

III. Inducing men to seek fame and status in the circle of religion and ignore the spiritual reality (v.9-12). 

Three Kinds of Trials that Believers are facing

I. The trial of living ------whether one stresses on material or spiritual life (v.2-4). 

II. The trial of aim ------whether one glorifies himself or God (v.5-8).

III. The trial of way ------whether it is of men’s judgment or God’s commandment (v.9-12). 

Three Kinds of Temptations

I. Temptation of faith------whether one lives by God’s word or by bread (v.2-4) 

II. Temptation of love------whether one loves God Himself or things besides God (v.5-8). 

III. Temptation of hope------whether one wants to gain God’s delight or men’s praise (v.9-12). 

The Several Things that the Lord Jesus and Satan All Affirmed

I. The Lord Jesus is the Son of God (v.3). 

II. The Bible records the word of God with authority and it spreads the will of God to men (v.4, 10).

III. Satan is the king of this world and the glory of all the kingdoms of the world has been delivered to it (v.6).

The Gracious Words of the Lord (v.18-19)

I. To preach the gospel to the poor------those who do not know God and do not have God’s blessing gain God and His blessing. 

II. To proclaim liberty to the captives------those who are the captives of the devil and sins are released.  

III. Recovery of sight to the blind------those who do not know God and spiritual things know God and spiritual things. 

IV. To set at liberty those who are oppressed------those who are burdened by sins and labor gain freedom. 

V. To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD------He brings in the time of grace and makes men be reconciled with God. 

Luke Chapter Five
I. Content of the Chapter

The Son of Man the Savior Called the Disciples and Continued His Work

I. He called the first disciples by the Lake of Genesaret (v.1-11). 

II. He cleansed the leper (v.12-16). 

III. He healed the man who was paralyzed (v.17-26).

IV. He called Levi the tax collector (v.27-32).

V. Concerning the fasting and the parable of the contradiction between the newness and the oldness (v.33-39). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 5:1 “So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret,”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in the multitude pressing on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret,”

Literal Meaning: “He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret” “the Lake of Genesaret” is the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 4:18) and it was also called the Sea of Tiberias (John. 6:1; 21:1). In the ancient times, it was called the Sea of Chinnereth (Num. 34:11). 

Luke. 5:2 “and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets.”


YLT: “and he saw two boats standing beside the lake, and the fishers, having gone away from them, were washing the nets,”

Literal Meaning: “were washing their nets” every time when the fishermen have finished their work, they would wash the nets and make them smooth for the use of the next time. 

Luke. 5:3 “Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.”


YLT: “and having entered into one of the boats, that was Simon’s, he asked him to put back a little from the land, and having sat down, was teaching the multitudes out of the boat.”

Literal Meaning: “one of the boats, which was Simon’s” before this time, Simon (Peter) was brought to the Lord by his brother Andrew (John. 1:40-42) and afterward he returned to fish. 

  “Sat down” It was the common posture for teachers to teach men at that time (See 4:20). 

  “He taught the multitudes from the boat.” There weren’t sails on the boats in the Sea of Galilee and the boats were seven to ten feet long. The Lord taught in the boat and by this way He could avoid the squash of the multitudes and make more people hear. 

Luke. 5:4 “When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, ‘Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.’”


YLT: “And when he left off speaking, he said unto Simon, ‘Put back to the deep, and let down your nets for a draught;’”

Spiritual Meaning: “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” This symbolizes that one receives to be dealt with more deeply by the death of the cross and in this way one will see and experience the fullness of Christ (See v.6). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This verse tells us a spiritual principle: concerning the spiritual pursuit (e.g. prayer, reading the Bible), we have to make the great effort and then we could gain abundantly. 

2) Only when we are in the dept of the spirit we will gain and experience the presence of the Lord and therefore we will know more about His fullness. 

Luke. 5:5 “But Simon answered and said to Him, ‘Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.’”


YLT: “and Simon answering said to him, ‘Master, through the whole night, having laboured, we have taken nothing, but at thy saying I will let down the net.’”

Literal Meaning: “nevertheless at Your word” he still 
doubted about this and  
reluctantly obeyed the word of the Lord Jesus with the attitude of having a try. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Men have to depart from their old experience------“we have toiled all night and caught nothing” and base on the fresh revelation of the Lord------“nevertheless at Your words” and then we will see and experience the fullness of Christ. 

2) While we are in difficulties, we should also rely on the word of the Lord and walk by faith and then we will see the Lord make room for us.  

3) If we serve the Lord by our own wisdom and strength, it will be in vain. The key to serve the Lord effectively lines in trusting and obeying the word of the Lord. 

Luke. 5:6 “And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking.”


YLT: “And having done this, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes, and their net was breaking,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord’s blessing is more than sufficient. His blessing is so abundant that we do not have enough capacity to hold, however, we never work in vain. 

2) Believers should wash the nets (See v.2) and mend the nets (Matt. 4:21), lest we could not hold the Lord’s blessing. 

Luke. 5:7 “So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.”


YLT: “and they beckoned to the partners, who [are] in the other boat, having come, to help them; and they came, and filled both the boats, so that they were sinking.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We gain more fishes by net than by fishhook------spreading the glad tidings corporately is more effective than spreading the glad tidings individually. And the most important thing in spreading the glad tidings corporately is the help to each other among companions. 

2) The Lord does exceeding abundantly above all that we ask (See Eph. 3:20). 

Luke. 5:8 “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!’”


YLT: “And Simon Peter having seen, fell down at the knees of Jesus, saying, ‘Depart from me, because I am a sinful man, O lord;’”

Literal Meaning: “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” Peter called Him “master” before he let down the net (See v.5) and now he knew that He was the Lord because he had saw the sign and then he corrected himself and called Jesus “O Lord”. Anyone who knows that Jesus is the Lord must feel that he himself is a sinful man. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Under the enlightenment of God, men will see their sins, dirtiness and unworthiness (See Is. 6:5).

2) If men see the fullness of Christ, they will certainly see their own corruption. Therefore it is not the negative dealing with oneself but the positive knowledge of Christ that helps men to depart from sins. 

3) The more we know the Lord, the more corruptive we will find that we are. If we fell that we are pretty good, it proves that we lack in the knowledge of the Lord. 

Luke. 5:9 “For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken;”


YLT: “for astonishment seized him, and all those with him, at the draught of the fishes that they took,”

Meaning of Words: “astonished”: wonder. 

Luke. 5:10 “and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.’”


YLT: “and in like manner also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon; and Jesus said unto Simon, `Fear not, henceforth thou shalt be catching men;’”

Literal Meaning: “who were partners with Simon” indicate partakers in business. 

  Peter had already followed the Lord Jesus (See John. 1:40-42) and he returned to make a living by fishing. Now the Lord called them for the second time and asked them to drop their careers and do the ministry to “catch men”. “Catching men” indicates to bring men into the kingdom of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What men want is to “catch fish”------earthly wealth, however, what God wants is to “catch men”------those to whom God shows His grace. Those who follow the Lord have to give up fishes in order to catch men for the Lord and let themselves first be caught by the Lord. 

2) This was the second time that the Lord called them. The Lord called them for the first time to save them (John. 1:35-42). The Lord called them for the second time to make them catch men. One is saved first and then he could catch men. 

3) One has to know the fullness of Christ first and then he may be enstructed by the Lord------to “catch men”; and what one has been enstructed is the knowledge that he has gained------“fishers of men” (See Matt. 4:19).

4) Peter asked the Lord to depart from him because he saw his own dirtiness (See v.8). However, the Lord called him to follow Him. This shows that those who are truly called by the Lord all fell that they are unworthy to follow the Lord. 

5) When Peter was called to be a fisher of men, he was doing the daily work as a fisherman. When we are waiting for the specific guidance of the Lord, we should not be slothful or idle. We should work as usual and spare no effort and then we will be acceptable to the Lord.  
Luke. 5:11 “So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him.”


YLT: “and they, having brought the boats upon the land, having left all, did follow him.”


Literal Meaning: “followed Him” means to become His disciples. In the ancient times, the rabbi received disciples and taught them doctrines. Wherever the rabbi went, his disciples would follow him and live with him to learn from his words and deeds. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If men see the full Christ, they will certainly forsake all and follow Him. The reason why men forsook all and followed the Lord immediately does not lie in anyone’s advocacy but the attraction of the glory of the Lord (John. 12:32).

2) Draw me, we will run after Him (Song. 1:4).

3) One has to forsake something to follow the Lord. Everyone that is unwilling to forsake something for the Lord is unworthy of the Lord’s disciples. Everyone that is willing to follow the Lord has to pay “the price as a disciple” for the Lord willingly. 

4) A Christian should have absolute attitude to follow the Lord at any price. But only when the Lord calls us personally could we follow Him at any price.

5) If the Lord indeed calls us, we won’t keep the status (boat) and relation (family members) in the past any more. 

6) Those who do not know the Lord reject Him and those who know the Lord are unable to reject Him------if we truly know the preciousness of the Lord, everything in the world will lose its thriving color. 

7) Peter and his partners forsook all and followed the Lord when they caught the most fishes in their life and were most successful. We should not wait until we are defeated and frustrated to turn to the Lord. 

Luke. 5:12 “And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, ‘Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.’”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in his being in one of the cities, that lo, a man full of leprosy, and having seen Jesus, having fallen on [his] face, he besought him, saying, `Sir, if thou mayest will, thou art able to cleanse me;’”

Literal Meaning: “a man who was full of leprosy” “full of leprosy” is the medical term and it indicates the degree of the spreading of the disease. Only Luke described this in the four Gospels. 

  “And he fell on his face” This humble action shows that he knew the authority of the Lord. 

“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” This sentence shows that on one hand he knew his corruption and he needed healing, on the other he knew the power of the Lord who was able to heal him. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a man who was full of leprosy” According to the cases recorded in the Old Testament of the Bible, “leperosy” is related to the disobedience of the authority and commandments (see Num. 12:1-10, 2Kings. 5:9-14), therefore a leper is the type of the disobedient people, i.e. the people of Israel (Rom. 10:21).

  In the Bible, “leprosy” is the type of men’s unclean sins: 1) Leprosy starts from the inner part, symbolizing that sin is of men’s nature. 2) Leprosy is difficult to be healed, symbolizing that sin is difficult to be removed. 3) Leprosy is contagious, symbolizing that sin is contagious. 4) Leprosy makes men rot and stink to death, symbolizing the dirtiness of sin and the dreadful and miserable end of sin. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Men’s flesh and nature, full of dirties of sins, always offend God. We are “lepers” in God’s eyes. 

2) The conditions for sinners to be healed are: a) One has to admit his corruption and helplessness. b) One has to come and worship the Lord and confess his sins. c) One has to trust in the Lord’s power of healing. d) One has to implore the Lord. 

3) We have to come down from our own thrones and come to the Lord with humble hearts (“fell on his face and implored Him”) and then we will experience His power. 

4) Many times we trust the Lord’s almightiness and we dare not trust His willingness. Believers should trust both His power and love.

5) The Lord’s “can” is the matter of His power. The Lord’s “willingness” is the matter of His will. The Lord’s power is dominated by His will.

Luke. 5:13 “Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’ Immediately the leprosy left him.”


YLT: “and having stretched forth [his] hand, he touched him, having said, ‘I will; be thou cleansed;’ and immediately the leprosy went away from him.”
Literal Meaning: “He put out His hand and touched him.” Usually, men do not touch lepers lest they may be infected with uncleanness. However the Lord Jesus acted in a diametrically opposite way and brought cleanness to the one who was touched. 

“I am willing” This sentence shows that not only the Lord has the power to heal the wicked but also His heart was “willing”. 


Spiritual Meaning: “He put out His hand and touched him.” The Lord’s touching him was the physical contact. It symbolizes that the Lord came into the Jews by incarnation. He was the one that the Jews had heard, had seen with their eyes, contemplated and their hands handled (1John. 1:1). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord could use a word to heal the leper originally, however, He “put out His hand and touched him”. This expresses the love of the Lord. The Lord is able to sympathize with our infirmities (Heb. 4:15). He likes to feel our feelings and sympathize with us. 

2) “Touch” symbolizes the union in the Bible. The Lord, the heavenly doctor, heals us from our inner parts through the unification with us. 

3) The Lord Jesus not only “can” (See Mark. 9:23) heal the wicked but also “was willing to” heal the wicked. If He is unwilling to heal us, His “power” is of no benefit to us. However, He has “the power” and “the willingness of heart”. 

4) The Lord said “I am willing”. Sinners are in the heart of the Lord. He feels the feelings of sinners and feels sinners’ sufferings as if it were received in person. 

5) The Lord not only said that He was willing, He but also put out His hand and touched Him, showing His complete willingness. If a man has not received the salvation of the Lord, it is not due to the unwillingness of the Lord. It is that he, who is of little faith, is unwilling to come to the Lord. 

6) “Be cleansed” The word of the Lord is with authority. Once the word is spoken by the Lord, it will take effect. 

7) Most of works of the Lord are done by His words. If we want to work with the Lord, at first we have to have His words. 
Luke. 5:14 “And He charged him to tell no one, ‘But go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as a testimony to them, just as Moses commanded.’” 


YLT: “And he charged him to tell no one, `But, having gone away, shew thyself to the priest, and bring near for thy cleansing according as Moses directed, for a testimony to them;’”

The Background: according to the law of the Old Testament, when a leper was healed, he would be looked by the priest. After the priest had pronounced him clean, he would be able to make an offering to the Lord. After he had made an offering to the Lord and borne witness before the folk, this would become a fact which was unable to be overthrown (Lev. 14:2-20). 
Literal Meaning: “He charged him to tell no one” Because the Lord knew what was in men (John. 2:25) and He did not want men to follow Him with evil motives. 

“But go and show yourself to the priest…, and make an offering for your cleansing, just as Moses commanded” Because that time was a transitional period and they had not entered into the time of grace (the Lord had not been crucified to fulfill the redemption). Therefore the Jewish believers still walked according to the regulations of the law of the Old Testament. 

“As a testimony to them” It proves that the leper was completely healed and he was able to contact with others normally. 


Spiritual Meaning: “make an offering for your cleansing” The gift was the type of Christ. He Himself is the proof for a sinner to be acceptable to God (See Heb. 9:9, 14, 24-28). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A heavenly man does not like to show off (“He charged him to tell no one”) and likes to cover himself. 

2) The Lord did not disregard the righteousness of the law at all (Matt. 3:15). Believers should not disregard to give just and lawful testimony before men (“as a testimony to them”) in excuse of being of spirit. 

3) After we were saved, we have to continually offer Christ and manifest Christ as to please God. 

4) After an infamous sinner has been saved, if he did not show his testimony of repentance before all, his testimony is of no effect. 
Luke. 5:15 “However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.”


YLT: “but the more was the report going abroad concerning him, and great multitudes were coming together to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirmities,”

Meaning of Words: “went around”: spread; “come together”: accompany, travel together. 

Luke. 5:16 “So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.”


YLT: “and he was withdrawing himself in the desert places and was praying.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When many people gathered together to hear the word of the Lord and hoped to be healed by Him, the Lord withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. This shows that the Lord’s life was well-balanced: on one hand He lived before men to help others and on the other He lived before God with prayer. 

2) In our life, on one hand we should also learn to take care of others and serve others and on the other we should pray frequently and have communion with the Lord. 

Luke. 5:17 “Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, on one of the days, that he was teaching, and there were sitting by Pharisees and teachers of the Law, who were come out of every village of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem, and the power of the Lord was to heal them.”

The Background: “Pharisees and teachers of the law” “the Pharisees” were of the strictest sect in Judaism. They boasted that they lived a holy life, feared God and had the abundant knowledge of the Bible. “Teachers of the law” was another name of the scribes (See v.21) and they were those who had the authority to explain the Bible and teach men according to the Bible. Most of the scribes were the Pharisees, however, not all the scribes were the Pharisees. 

Luke. 5:18 “Then behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him.”


YLT: “And lo, men bearing upon a couch a man, who hath been struck with palsy, and they were seeking to bring him in, and to place before him,”

Meaning of Words: “bring”: carry, bear and move.

Literal Meaning: “a man who was paralyzed” indicates a man whose four limbs were paralyzed and therefore he could not walk freely.


Spiritual Meaning: “a man who was paralyzed” knew how to walk and he was unable to walk. Therefore this symbolizes men’s state in religion that “they are unable to do what they hope to do”.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should always pray for weak believers (“a man who was paralyzed”) and bring them to the Lord through intercessions. Intercessions of faith will be assuredly answered by Him. 

2) What men value is the healing of body and what the Lord values is the healing of soul. We should look at souls more than bodies and look at the things that are eternal more than the things that are temporal (2Cor. 4:16-18). 

3) When preaching glad tidings, we may use various kinds of vehicles (such as taxis and private cars) to bring friends who would like to hear the glad tidings to the Lord (they brought a man who was paralyzed) so that they could enjoy the benefit of the glad tidings.

4) Men are taught to do that what is good in religion. The religion is full of doctrines and it lacks the motive power to put them into practice (what the paralytic one stands for). In religion everything is paralytic and everyone is unable to walk because religion lacks life and energy. 
Luke. 5:19 “And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus.”


YLT: “and not having found by what way they may bring him in because of the multitude, having gone up on the house-top, through the tiles they let him down, with the little couch, into the midst before Jesus,”

Meaning of Words: “bed”: stretcher, mattress;

The Background: “they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus.” This is the typical Palestinian house. Its housetop was flat, and men could climb it up there from the outside stairs. Mats braided by branches sustained the flat in rows on the wooden beams. And there was a thick layer of clay covering upon the flat and the layer of clay was rolled over by stone wheels. Such kind of housetop could be uncovered easily. 


Spiritual Meaning: “bed” is used to have rest for the man who was paralyzed and it symbolizes rest. This shows that people in religion only have the appearance of rest but lack the reality of rest. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When a man feels that he needs the Lord Jesus and draws near to the Lord, he may be blocked by those who seem to be close to the Lord. However, we shall not be frustrated because of men’s obstruction and we should have the determination which surpasses obstacles and rises above all difficulties. 

2) If we want to receive the grace of the Lord, we shall not fear hardships but pursue so that we will be remembered by the Lord. 

3) They surpassed the encirclement of the crowd and let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying from the flat, indicating that they had transcended the large crowd around the Lord------men’s organization, natural thoughts, traditional explanations for the Holy Scriptures, rigid doings in ministry and etc.------in order to seek the Lord and walked in the way “above”, namely, the transcending way and the heavenly way. Therefore, they would surely obtain the grace.

4) Our prayer should break through the roof and reach the throne in the heavens. Many believers’ prayers seem to be dispensable and can not pass through the roof. It is no wander that such prayers have no effect.

Luke. 5:20 “When He saw their faith, He said to him, ‘Man, your sins are forgiven you.’”


YLT: “and he having seen their faith, said to him, ‘Man, thy sins have been forgiven thee.’”
Literal Meaning: “their faith”, it referred to the faith of those who carried the paralytic and these may include the faith of the paralytic himself. It also indicates that the faith of intercession was rather efficacious.

“Your sins are forgiven you.” ---- It was the outward symptom that the paralytic could not walk, but the sins in him were actually the real cause of disease. The Lord here pointed out the matter of sins and exposed the real cause of men’s disease with a single remark.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “He saw their faith”. It shows that faith is visible. 
2) “Their faith”, the faith of those who brought the man who was paralyzed was on one hand the “corporate faith” and on the other the “practical faith”.
3) When we are confronted with difficulties, it is the exact time that our faith is demanded. The living faith can be seen by the Lord and be praised by Him. 
4) Sin is men’s essential difficulty. Although one who is bound by sins has the will to do right, he has no strength to perform right (See Rom. 7:18). Therefore the removal of sins is the very condition for men to be healed. 
5) Not all the disease is the consequence of sins (John. 9: 1-3), but it has such possibility. Therefore when we are sick, we should come to the Lord and ask Him whether we have done something against Him. 
6) They prayed for “being healed”, but the Lord’s answer was “forgiving the sins” as well as “healing the disease” (See v.25). Although the Lord has not directly answered our prayer, He knows what we really need. 

7) The Lord firstly forgave his sins and healed his disease afterwards. If we seek our disease to be healed, we shall deal with our sins first (See Jam. 5:16). 
Luke. 5:21 “And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, ‘Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’” 


YLT: “And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, ‘Who is this that doth speak evil words? who is able to forgive sins, except God only?’”
Literal Meaning: “Who is this who speaks blasphemies?” The Jews held that nobody had the power of forgiving sins except God Himself. “Blasphemies” means that someone speaks beyond his own role and usurps God’s unique authority of forgiving sins. 

Spiritual Meaning: “the scribes and the Pharisees” They stand for those who have knowledge and status in the circle of religion. They only condemn others but they are ignorant that they themselves are in sins. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall hear in humble and meek spirit. If a man hears in the spirit of resisting, opposing and carping at others, even though he hears the sermon of the Lord Jesus, he will still benefit nothing and suffer losses.
2) The scribes could not receive the words of the Lord for the sake of the old conceptions in their hearts. Every time we come to the Lord, only if we empty ourselves could we receive the new words of the Lord (See 1:53).
Luke. 5:22 “But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, ‘Why are you reasoning in your hearts?”


YLT: “And Jesus having known their reasonings, answering, said unto them, `What reason ye in your hearts?”
Literal Meaning: “when Jesus perceived their thoughts” The Lord is the one who searches reins and hearts (Rev. 2:23) and He knows men’s thoughts in their hearts. 

“Why are you reasoning in your hearts?” means that “it should not be so that they are reasoning”. In the eyes of the Lord, they should not hold the thoughts of unbelief and criticism towards the Lord.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The spiritual discerns all things (1Cor.2:15). May the Lord grant the spiritual insight. 
2) The Lord does not look down upon our thoughts and therefore we should ask the Lord to keep our thoughts be acceptable to Him (Ps. 19:14).
Luke. 5:23 “Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, ‘Rise up and walk'?”


YLT: “which is easier to say, Thy sins have been forgiven thee? or to say, Arise, and walk?”

Literal Meaning: the Lord here did not say that, “which is more difficult?” because there is nothing too hard for Him (Jer. 32:17). “Forgiveness of sins” refers to the matter of authority. “Rising up and walking” speaks of the matter of power. The authority and power are both of Him (Rev. 12:10). 

  In the sight of men, “your sins are forgiven you” was only a word out of mouth and nobody could see the effect of this word. However, the effect of asking one to rise up and walk could be seen at once. Therefore the former seems easier than the latter.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men look at the outward result------“rising up and walking”. The Lord looks at the spiritual reality------“your sins are forgiven you”. We have to seek spiritual reality first and then seek the outward result so that we will avoid the artificiality and hypocrisy. Moreover, we shall also prove the inside reality by outward result, otherwise it will be empty word only. 

2) Rising up and walking are the matter of power, and forgiveness of sins is a matter of authority. The authority is empty without power. The power is lawless without authority.

3) Men’s difficulty is not how to “say” but according to what to “say”. Words without spiritual authority will have no spiritual power.

Luke. 5:24 “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins’--He said to the man who was paralyzed, ‘I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.’”


YLT: “`And that ye may know that the Son of Man hath authority upon the earth to forgive sins (he said to the one struck with palsy) I say to thee, Arise, and having taken up thy little couch, be going on to thy house.’”

Literal Meaning: “but that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” It means that the Lord used the visible thing to let them understand the invisible thing. 

“The Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”, “the Son of Man”: the Lord Jesus, who called Himself the Son of Man, which carried two meanings: a) He has the perfect humanity. b) He is the Messiah that was predicted by Daniel the prophet (See Dan.7:13-14). 

That the Lord forgave the paralytic was the matter between Him and the person involved (the paralytic). However the Lord here meant to show His authority of forgiving sins through the more difficult thing in men’s eyes------the paralytic’s being healed. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s diseases are usually caused by disease in their spirit. Many people get ill for they have sinned against God. Therefore the problem of sins should be solved first and then the disease will be healed. 

2) The man who was paralyzed was healed because his sins were forgiven. And the sins are forgiven because of faith (v.20) instead of works. It indicates that religion which stresses on works has no good before God. 

Luke. 5:25 “Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.”


YLT: “And presently having risen before them, having taken up [that] on which he was lying, he went away to his house, glorifying God,”

Literal Meaning: “immediately he rose up before them” That he rose up showed that he had been healed. His being healed also proved that his sins were forgiven. Obviously, the Lord Jesus has the authority to forgive sins (Acts. 5:31). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The most important principle of the glad tidings is that remission of sins is first and then the rising up and walking. It is not sinners come to the Lord but the sinners walk out from the Lord. The Old Testament is to work and then live, and the New Testament is to live and then work. The former is works and the latter is grace. 
2) The man was carried by others before and now arose and walked by himself. When we serve the young believers in the assembly, we should serve them until they are able to walk by themselves. 

3) All that are saved by the Lord have the power of controlling their desire (bed) and they will have the experience of reigning in life instead of being slaves of flesh (Rom. 5: 17).

4) It was the bed that “held” him, and now he “carried” the bed. The Lord’s salvation of life enables those who believe have the power out of them to do what they can not do before.

5) The Lord asked the paralytic to rise up and walk. Obviously, the Lord’s word is reliable. If the seen is dependable, the unseen is dependable too.

6) The spiritual thing on one hand seemed to be invisible by men’s eyes and be hard to touch by men’s hands. However, it seems to be real in those who believe. 

7) They had never seen such things, for they had never seen God. If we often see God in our life, we will always see what we have never seen.

Luke. 5:26 “And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, ‘We have seen strange things today!’”


YLT: “and astonishment took all, and they were glorifying God, and were filled with fear, saying ‘We saw strange things to-day.’”

Meaning of Words: “were amazed”: fear and astonish. 

Luke. 5:27 “After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, ‘Follow Me.”


YLT: “And after these things he went forth, and beheld a tax-gatherer, by name Levi, sitting at the tax-office, and said to him, ‘Be following me;’”

Literal Meaning: “named Levi” He was also called Matthew (See Matt. 9:9) and he used to collect taxes for the Roman Government. The tax collectors as Matthew at that time on one hand pressed their neighbors and on the other embezzled levies. Therefore the Jews loathed them extremely and regarded them as sinners.
“Sitting at the tax office” “tax office” referred to the office in the street where the taxes were collected. Tax collectors usually sat there and waited men to pay taxes.
“Follow Me”. The Lord did not say “trust me”, but “follow me”, for “trusting the Lord” is included in following the Lord. Christian’s life is a life that follows the Lord. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Sitting at the tax office” it symbolizes the time when he is committing sins or doing iniquities.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is not that we look for the Lord, but the Lord comes to look for us. The Lord’s calling enables us to forsake sins and follow Him.

2) The Lord even came to call a tax collector “who was sitting at the tax office” ------the sinner who was committing sins, indicating that the grace out of the fullness of Christ was not restricted by men’s states.

3) If a man has not heard the Lord’s calling, he cannot follow the Lord. The moment the Lord’s calling comes, men will obey certainly. Levi did neither reason for himself and nor said that the account had not been settled, but followed the Lord immediately. It was inconceivable in the eyes of unbelievers.

4) If the Lord draws us, we will run after Him (Song. 1:4).

5) The Lord asks us not only to trust Him but also to follow Him. Following the Lord is to keep the will of God in the way of the cross. Those who believe the Lord only but not follow the Lord do no good for God.

6) Christians’ life is to “follow the Lord”. Following the Lord is to partake in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of the Lord (Rev. 1:9).

7) Levi gave up his leisurely career but found his reliance. He gave up the respectable income but found honor. He gave up comfortable security but received unexpected experience.

Luke. 5:28 “So he left all, rose up, and followed Him.”


YLT: “and he, having left all, having arisen, did follow him.”

Literal Meaning: this is the second time in this chapter that Luke recorded the cases that “one forsook all and followed the Lord” (See v.11). In the former time, Peter and others forsook all because they saw the marvelous work. However, here Levi only heard the calling of the Lord and left all and followed the Lord. This shows that his “leaving all” was even greater than that of Peter and others. 

Luke. 5:29 “Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.”


YLT: “And Levi made a great entertainment to him in his house, and there was a great multitude of tax-gatherers and others who were with them reclining (at meat),”

Literal Meaning: “Levi gave Him a great feast” It shows that when Levi began to follow the Lord, he followed Him openly instead of secretly. 

“Who sat down with them” “sat down” shows that they ate and were merry. To have dinner with others is the indication of friendship. 
This feast was held by Levi, through which he showed his homage towards the Lord. However other guests that he could invite at that time, except for the Lord and His disciples, were all sinners and tax collectors who used to keep in touch with him and were also despised by the Jews.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord is so close to us that we can sit with Him together and share joy with each other (Song.1:12).

2) After we have believed the Lord, we should also invite our relatives and friends to share our joy from the Lord with them.

3) Levi followed the Lord first (See v.28), and then his friends and workmates “sat down with them”. As long as the one who has believed the Lord has testimony in life, those who are around him will also be influenced. 

4) It is easy for a tax collector to bring other tax collectors unto the Lord. Likewise, it is also easy for a sinner to bring other sinners unto the Lord. When preaching the gospel, we should firstly start from our friends and partners.

5) Many people followed the Lord with pain and unavoidably and many followed the Lord in tears and with sign. However, Levi not only followed the Lord willingly but also “gave Him a great feast” joyfully. 

Luke. 5:30 “And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, ‘Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?’”


YLT: “and the scribes and the Pharisees among them were murmuring at his disciples, saying, ‘Wherefore with tax-gatherers and sinners do ye eat and drink?’”
Literal Meaning: “Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” “Sinners” were the special appellation used by the Pharisees to call those who lived a life that was against the rituals and regulations of the Pharisees. “The Pharisees”, with their traditional and religious conceptions, held that God treated men with His righteousness so that all those who were of God had to keep themselves clean and should not contact with sinners. However, the actions of the Lord Jesus were opposite to their religious conceptions. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Pharisees measured the Lord with traditional religious conceptions and could not keep up with the Lord’s actions. If we always adhere obstinately to old conceptions of the Bible, we can not keep up with the Lord’s new guidance.

2) Though men are unrighteous themselves, they like God to treat others with righteousness. Men blame God to show grace to men for they do not know God’s grace. Therefore the attitude of grace is criticized and blamed by men.

3) “He ate and drunk with tax collectors and sinners”, it indicated on one hand how humble the Lord was, and on the other how full His salvation was! We are all sinners who have been bestowed grace.

4) Though the Lord contacted with sinners, the Bible told us that He was separated from sinners (Heb. 7:26). Only He who has been separated from sins is able to draw near to sinners.

Luke. 5:31 “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.”


YLT: “And Jesus answering said unto them, ‘They who are well have no need of a physician, but they that are ill:”

Literal Meaning: “Those who are well have no need of a physician” In this sentence He did not agree that the Pharisees were “well”, but He said that they did not think that they were sick. 

The Lord reveals that He Himself is a physician, showing that He treats the world with an attitude of a physician to sick person rather than that of a judge to sinners. In other words, He treats the world according to compassion and grace instead of righteousness (Rom. 9:15). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord is our physician and He shall restore our life to normal.  

2) Unless the sick person admits that he is sick, he will not receive the help of a physician. Unless a sinner confesses that he is a sinner, he will not receive the Lord’s salvation. Those who think they are “healthy” and “righteous” may not partake in the Lord’s salvation contrarily.

3) The common difficulty of the world lies in the ignorance of their own conditions rather than the knowledge of the Lord------those who do not know themselves believe that it is not essential that whether they have the Lord or not. And those who know themselves hold that the Lord is very precious.

4) If a man wants to be Christians, he shall firstly confess he is a sick person and then may help others as a nurse.

5) In the sight of God, there is no difference between those who have pious appearance but are full of selfishness and jealousness inside as well as sinners and tax collectors.

6) The way that God saves men is to bring in the law at first which makes men know that they themselves are sick (sinners) and then bring in grace (the physician, i.e. the Lord Jesus) who makes men be healed.  
Luke. 5:32 “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.’”


YLT: “I came not to call righteous men, but sinners, to reformation.’”
Literal Meaning: “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” In this sentence the Lord did not agree that the Pharisees were “righteous” but that they held that they were righteous. In fact, there is not a righteous one in the world, not even one (Rom. 3:10). Therefore, if one sticks to the traditional conceptions of religion and thinks himself righteous, he will lose the chance to obtain grace, for God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (1Pet. 5:5).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who are self-righteous have never realized that they need salvation, so such men can never be called by God, for it is vain.

2) God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence (1Cor. 1:28-29).

3) There is a “purpose” that the Lord Jesus came to the world to be a man. Therefore He did not speak or act casually. All His life and deeds in His life are for the purpose to call sinners to repentance. 

Luke. 5:33 “Then they said to Him, ‘Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?’”


YLT: “And they said unto him, ‘Wherefore do the disciples of John fast often, and make supplications in like manner also those of the Pharisees but thine do eat and drink?’”

Literal Meaning: “fast often and make prayers” This shows that they regarded “fasting and prayer” as the behavior that the pious should do. The Pharisees showed off their fasting and prayers to others (Matt. 6:5, 16).

  Spiritual Meaning: “the disciples of John” symbolize junior religionists. 

“The Pharisees” symbolize senior religionists.

Religion means “teaching according to certain principles”. It intended to teach men to fear God, but turned out to be a mere formality and even disregarded God and His son. The fasting is one of the letters and laws that the religious believers keep.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The fasting used to be a manifestation of true piety and true repentance. However, if it turns to be a regulation, it will lose its real meaning. The fasting itself is not the aim and it should only be done under proper conditions.

2) Both those who keep the regulations and do the letters (“the disciples of the Pharisees”) and those who do not enjoy the Lord’s grace completely (“the disciples of John”) need fast. Those who depart from Christ cannot be satisfied in their hearts. 

Luke. 5:34 “And He said to them, ‘Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them?”


YLT: “And he said unto them, ‘Are ye able to make the sons of the bride-chamber in the bridegroom being with them to fast?”

The Background: in the Middle East regions during the old times, there were young relatives who companied the bridegroom to drink and celebrate for several days (sometimes it lasted a weak) before the marriage. After that, the bridegroom would leave to take his wife. Then, those who were with the bridegroom would feel lonely.

Spiritual Meaning: “the bridegroom” indicates the Lord Himself. 

  “The friends” indicate His disciples. 

“Is with them”, it indicated the time when the Lord was with His disciples in the flesh. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only those who walk with the Lord (the friends of the bridegroom) can often enjoy the rich feast. There will be abundant enjoyment in the Lord’s presence. Once the presence of the Lord is lost, the spirit will suffer hunger.

2) The Lord is our bridegroom and He keeps fresh all the time. The moment we meet Him, we will be filled with sweetness, freshness and joy.

3) The life and actions of those who follow the Lord should be guided by the Lord Himself and His presence only instead of the driving of the knowledge or reasons. 

4) The spiritual life of the saints in the New Testament is neither abstinence nor penance, but it is characterized by the joy in the Holy Spirit (See Rom. 14:17).

Luke. 5:35 “But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those days.’”


YLT: “but days will come, and, when the bridegroom may be taken away from them, then they shall fast in those days.’”
Literal Meaning: “the bridegroom will be taken away from them” be taken away”: be taken away by men forcedly; 

Spiritual Meaning: “But the days will come”, it showed that the day of His crucifixion was impending. 

“The bridegroom will be taken away from them” When the Lord departed out of this world to the Father (See John. 13:1), He would leave His disciples.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In order to be yokefellows with the Lord, believers sometimes need to fast and pray.

2) To those who wait for the second coming of the Lord the bridegroom, waiting with fasting is the proper exercise. 

Luke. 5:36 “Then He spoke a parable to them: ‘No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old.”


YLT: “And he spake also a simile unto them ‘No one a patch of new clothing doth put on old clothing, and if otherwise, the new also doth make a rent, and with the old the patch doth not agree, that [is] from the new.”

Meaning of Words: “new” new sample, new product (the newness of the texture). 

Literal Meaning: “No one puts a piece from a new garment on an old one.” If the cloth that was taken from a new garment was “put on an old one”, after the cloth is washed and dried up, the piece of the new garment will pull away the garment and the tear is worse and irreparable because the new cloth has not been shrunk and it will shrink. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Putting a piece from a new garment” “a new garment” symbolizes the great redemption that the Lord Jesus has finished for the world by coming into the world. “Putting a piece” means that one is unwilling to receive it wholly and he receives it partly, especially the Lord’s teachings concerning the morality and he imitates the good behavior of the Lord. 


“Putting…on an old one” “an old one” symbolizes the works done by our old natural life and it is always full of flaws and holes. “Putting” shows that we perceive that our works are incomplete. Therefore we want to repair and improve our works through imitating the example of the life of the Lord Jesus, however, we are unwilling to receive the complete salvation of the Lord Jesus on the cross.   “Otherwise the new makes a tear” It indicates that we misunderstand the salvation of the Lord and debase the value of the salvation. 

  “Also the piece that was taken out of the new does not match the old” It indicates that if we are only willing to receive the teachings and example from the Lord Jesus instead of His salvation, it is of no effect because these two do no match. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Nobody could use God’s grace to make up the weak points of our old deeds.

2) We should not mix grace and the law together. Once they are mixed together, grace loses its sweetness and the law loses its fearfulness. It becomes neither grace nor the Law.

3) In Christianity, the New Testament is not used to make up the Old Testament, but to replace the Old Testament. Keeping the law of the Old Testament may contrarily corrupt the faith of the New Testament.

4) In the New Testament, there is not any regulation about the outside deeds, for we believers need only completely follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit in us. We should serve the Lord in the newness of spirit instead of the oldness of letters (Rom. 7:6).

5) If we want to be acceptable to God, we shall receive the great redemption that has been done by Christ and put on Christ as our garment of righteousness instead of imitating the works and deeds of Christ on earth.

6) The garment that the Lord has made for the assembly is new and His work is “the new creation”. He had completely ended all the things of the old creation. Therefore we should not bring natural things and works of the world into the assembly.

7) The Lord never uses the new grace to make up and maintain the old patch. When our works fall into the state of oldness, we do not need to do the repairing work and we should ask the Lord to give us the new cloth additionally.

Luke. 5:37 “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined.”


YLT: “`And no one doth put new wine into old skins, and if otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins, and itself will be poured out, and the skins will be destroyed;”

Meaning of Words: “new”: fresh, young (the newness of time).

  Literal Meaning: “wineskins” were sheepskins used by the Jews to carry drink.

  “Old wineskins” were sheepskins that lack stretchability because of the oldness.

  “New wine” has strong power of fermentation. The old wineskins cannot bear the force produced by the fermentation of wine and therefore the old wineskins could be ruined easily. 


Spiritual Meaning: “And no one puts new wine into old wineskins.” The “new wine” symbolizes the risen and fresh life of Christ that makes men joyful, be exalted and powerful. The “old wineskins” symbolize the old men of us as well as the religious ways. “Putting new wine into old wineskins” means that one only receives Christ into his thoughts, will and feeling of old men (soul). Religionists research Christ with their natural intelligence, treat Christ with natural emotion and decide to serve the Lord with their natural will. That is to say, they receive Christ totally with their natural men. 

“Or else the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined.” Christ can not be fully understood by our mind. Many times, our emotion may be broken down in some so-called spiritual things because of exceeding excitement. In addition, those who follow the Lord with their will shall be immediately offended by persecutions and tribulations (See Matt. 13:21).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The “a new garment” (v. 36) refers to the outward conversation. The “new wine” speaks of the inner life. Garment is shown outwardly and wine is fermented inside. The former is conversation and the latter is life. The life given by the gospel in the New Testament to men is the new wine and the conversation given to men is the new cloth. 
2) The “wineskins” symbolize the individual Christian as well as the corporate Christians------the assembly. Men’s organization is the “old wineskins”. If it is used to put the “new wine”, it will be broken sooner or later and the wine will be spilt and the presence of Christ will also be lost.

Luke. 5:38 “But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”


YLT: “but new wine into new skins is to be put, and both are preserved together;”

Meaning of Words: “new wineskins”: the wineskins that have not been used before. 


Spiritual Meaning: “New wineskins” symbolizes new men. It means that we obtain the spirit that is born from above and the renewing soul (Tit. 3:5, Eph. 4:23-24, Col. 3:10, Rom. 12:2). Only if we exercise our spirit and use our thoughts, feelings and wills that have been dealt with by cross to hold Christ will it be effective. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Liberal Christians receive Christ as “a piece from a new garment” (v.36). The fundamental Christians receive Christ as the “new garment”. The real Christians receive Christ as the “new wine”, however, the wine is usually put in “the old wineskins” (v.37). Only the normal Christians use the “new wineskins” to put the “new wine”. 

2) The Holy Spirit in us (the new wine) will get rid of the old conversation, deeds and habits (old wineskins). One should have the new life and new walking and new habits so that he can be a Christian. 

Luke. 5:39 “And no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he says, ‘The old is better.’”


YLT: “and no one having drunk old [wine], doth immediately wish new, for he saith, The old is better.’”

Literal Meaning: “for he says, ‘The old is better’” Wines improve with age and the old wine is better than the new wine and this is the principle of the world. However, the Lord here reminded us that the spiritual principle is totally different from this and we should turn over a new leaf (See Eph. 4:20-24; Col. 3:9-10). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The old conceptions always become our veils that will block us from having the renewal of revelation (See 2Cor. 3:15-18).

2) It is dangerous in spiritual things to stick to convention. Therefore we should not recall the past spiritual experiences all along because these old experiences would block men from receiving new grace. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Requirements to “Catch Men” (v.10) 

I. One has to know that Jesus is the Lord and he himself is a sinner (v.8).

II. One has to let down the net at the Lord’s words (v.5).

III. One has to cooperate with partners (v.7).

IV. One has to forsake all and follow the Lord (v.11).

Men’s Original States and the Results after They Have Met the Lord 

I. Men’s original states: 

  A. Men toiled and were unsatisfied------we have toiled all night and caught nothing (v.5).

  B. Men were unclean completely------a man who was full of leprosy (v.12).

  C. Men were paralyzed and unable to walk------a man who was paralyzed (v.18).

  D. Men were fully steeped in the daze of the world------Levi was sitting at the tax office (v.27).

II. The results after they have met the Lord: 

  A. They saw the fullness of the Lord and they themselves are sinners (v.8).

  B. Their dirtiness of sins was cleansed by the Lord (v.13).

  C. They were called to be delivered from sin by the Lord------the bed (v.24-25).

  D. They were called to be delivered from the world by the Lord------the tax office (v.27-28).

  E. They rose up and followed the Lord (v.11, 28).

  F. They ate and be merry, sitting with the Lord (v.29-30).

An Example of Prayer (v.12-13)

I. A prayer of the knowledge of the Lord------he “saw Him”. 

II. A humble prayer------he “fell on his face”.

III. An urgent prayer------he “implored Him”.

IV. An obedient prayer------“If you are willing…” 

V. A prayer with the great faith------“you can”.

VI. A prayer with the single-minded purpose------“you can make me clean.”

VII. A prayer of great effect------“immediately the leprosy left him”.

Four Kinds of Men Who Heard the Word of the Lord

I. Those who looked on coldly and murmured in their hearts------the scribes and the Pharisees (v.17, 21).

II. Those who were concerned about others and had faith in the Lord------those who carried the man who was paralyzed (v.18-20).

III. Those who were forgiven by the Lord and had experienced the mighty power of the Lord’s life------the man who was paralyzed (v.24-25).

IV. Those who witnessed the grace of the Lord and glorified God------all the people (v.26).

The Features of Tax Collector Levi

I. He was in sins-----he was sitting at the tax office------he met the Lord (v.27). 

II. He immediately repented the moment he heard the word of the Lord------so he rose up and followed Him (v.28).

III. Once he had repented, he received the Lord------Levi gave Jesus a great feast (v.29a).

IV. He invited his friends and workmates to hear the glad tidings------there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat together with them (v.29b).  

The Heart of the Lord and the Hearts of the Scribes and the Pharisees

I. The Lord sympathized with the sufferings of the paralytic------the scribes and the Pharisees did not care for the sufferings of the paralytic, but condemned that the Lord spoke blasphemies (v.17-26). 

II. The Lord felt the need of sinners------ the Pharisees and the scribes did not care for the need of sinners, but condemned that the Lord sat with sinners (v.27-32). 

III. The Lord was willing to have enjoyment with His disciples together------the Pharisees did not care for the fact of the bridegroom’s presence, but condemned that the Lord’s disciples did not fast (v.33-35). 

The Service of the Bondservant the Savior Was Going to Deliver Men from Religion

I. Who delivered men from the incapability of religion (v.17-26):

A. Religion can not help the man who was paralyzed------who has no power to walk in the way of life.

B. Religion respects God apparently, but does not know the Son of God actually.

C. Only by believing the Lord can one’s sins be forgiven and can he obtain the power of life.

II. Who delivered men from the self-righteousness of religion (v.27-32):

A. Religion can only condemn others------despise the tax collectors and sinners.

B. Religious believers can not understand the merciful bowel of the Lord.

C. Only through confessing his disease (sins) can one be healed by the Lord (the remission of sins).

III. Who delivered men from the traditional conceptions of religion (v.33-35):

A. Religion makes one afflict his soul.

B. Religious believers can not understand the joy in the presence of the Lord.

C. Only through the new idea and new works (the new garment and the new wineskins) can one enjoy the salvation in the New Testament (the new wine).

The Old Religion is Unworthy of the New Christ 

I. He is the bridegroom. While He is with them, there is no need of the fasting of religion (v.33-35).

II. He is the new garment and we should not unite Him to the religion that is like the old garment (v.36).

III. He is the new wine and the new wine should be put in the new wineskins (v.37-39).

Luke Chapter Six
I. Content of the Chapter

The Teachings of the Savior the Son of Man and He Chose and Established the Twelve Apostles 

I. The conflict on keeping the Sabbath (v.1-11).

II. He chose and established the twelve apostles (v.12-16).

III. Teachings in the plain:

A. The place and situation of the teachings (v.17-19).

B. Concerning the four blessings and four woes (v.20-26).

C. Concerning the way to deal with men (v.27-42).



D. Two kinds of trees and two kinds of foundations (v.43-49). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 6:1 “Now it happened on the second Sabbath after the first that He went through the grainfields. And His disciples plucked the heads of grain and ate them, rubbing them in their hands.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, on the second-first sabbath, as he is going through the corn fields, that his disciples were plucking the ears, and were eating, rubbing with the hands,”

The Background: “Sabbath” is the seventh day of a week. It is the present Saturday. It is from the sunset on Friday to the sunset the next day. God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it (Gen. 2:3). The children of Israel were not allowed to do any work in order to remember that God had finished His work of creation (Exod. 20:8-11). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men are not filled and therefore they do not have rest. If men want to have rest, they have to enjoy Christ as their bread of life (John. 6:35). 

2) “Grain” is the type of Christ. Christ becomes our enjoyment after He had gone through tribulations and sufferings for us (“plucked”). 

3) Only the hungry will be filled with the good things (See 1:53). Only when we have spiritual hunger can we be filled by the Lord. 

4) Christ is the first grain of wheat and we who have received grace are the much fruit (John. 12:24), therefore the assembly is “the grainfields”. If the assembly only pays attention to regulations and ceremonies, probably everyone will suffer hunger. Christ is the most important one in the assembly. We should follow the Lord according to His guidance.  
Luke. 6:2 “And some of the Pharisees said to them, ‘Why are you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?’”


YLT: “and certain of the Pharisees said to them, ‘Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the sabbaths?’”

The Background: The Pharisees stressed on keeping the Sabbath so strictly that they even found fault with others. They added many unnecessary and overelaborate formalities which were not written in the Law of Moses to the Sabbath and forced others to keep. According to the Law of Moses, they may plunk ears with their hands and eat (Deut. 23:25). However, it was not expressly stipulated in writing that whether it was permitted to do it on the Sabbath. It was stated that the Pharisees opposed that the disciples of the Lord should not rub the ears in their hands instead of plunking the ears because rubbing the ears was accounted as doing work and this profaned the regulations of the Sabbath. 

Spiritual Meaning: “the Pharisees” symbolizes the religious believers who kept the regulations of the Bible. They stressed on the regulations that do not handle, do not taste and do not touch (Col. 2:21) but neglected the real purpose that God gave them these regulations. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) To the hungry disciples, the regulation “don’t do any work on the Sabbath” was a burden. Even if they had kept the form of the Sabbath, the reality of the Sabbath was lost. 

2) The Pharisees only emphasized on whether men kept the regulations of the Sabbath and neglected whether men had rest on the Sabbath. Today Christians who pay attention to the appearance are still more than those who stress on the inner reality. 

3) The Pharisees queried the Lord Jesus for regulations------whenever men stress on the appearance, they have already stood in the position that is against the Lord. 

Luke. 6:3 “But Jesus answering them said, ‘Have you not even read this, what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him:”


YLT: “And Jesus answering said unto them, ‘Did ye not read even this that David did, when he hungered, himself and those who are with him,”

Spiritual Meaning: “David” is the type of Christ. “Those who were with him” are the type of the disciples. 

  “David” was the key person from the age of priests to the age of kings in the history of the Old Testament. By this the Lord shows that He is the “true David”. He the true David has come and the age has been changed. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When reading the Bible, we should pay attention to the epochal character of the things illustrated in the Bible. For example, believers in the New Testament do not need to keep the law of sacrifice and the costume of the priests (many ways in the Roman Catholic Church bring the Old Testament into the New Testament). 

2) In the beginning of the New Testament, spiritual gifts such as “tongue-speaking” and “divine healing” were in vogue. However in the last phase of the age of the Apostles, these were rarely recorded. It shows that these spiritual gifts were for the dispensational need. If believers in last time return to seek these Charismatic gifts, we overlook the epochal character of spiritual things. (Editorial Note: this doesn’t mean that there are no spiritual gifts today. It means that we do not need to seek for Charismatic gifts urgently because spiritual gifts are divided to each in particular as the Holy Spirit will; See 1Cor. 12:11).

Luke. 6:4 “how he went into the house of God, took and ate the showbread, and also gave some to those with him, which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat?’”


YLT: “how he went into the house of God, and the loaves of the presentation did take, and did eat, and gave also to those with him, which it is not lawful to eat, except only to the priests?’”
The Background: according to the regulations of the Law of Moses, only the priests could eat “the showbread” in the temple of God (Exod. 29:32-33). When David fled from the smiting of Saul, he and his followers ate the showbread (1Sam. 21:1-6). 


Spiritual Meaning: David and his followers ate the showbread and they had not been condemned by God because David had changed the age from the age of priests to the age of kings. 

  This verse shows that the Lord “the true David” had come and the age was changed from the age of the law of the Old Testament to the age of the grace of the New Testament. In the age of the New Testament men do not need to keep the Sabbath. 

  “The showbread” typifies that Christ is our enjoyment of life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The regulations and ceremonies in the Old Testament have the character of the transition of ages. They are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ (Col. 2:17). Believers in the New Testament do not need to obey the regulations and ceremonies since we have already obtained Christ. 

2) On the premise that we do not commit sins or offend against morality, believers should have expedient measures if they are needed in following and serving the Lord. 

3) What’s important in the conducts of believers is never leaving the Lord all the time (following the Lord). As long as we walk with the Lord in His presence, nothing could bind us. 

4) The true Sabbath is not obeying the dead regulations but living under the full provision of Christ------if we are fully filled, we will naturally have rest. 

Luke. 6:5 “And He said to them, ‘The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.’”


YLT: “and he said to them, `The Son of Man is lord also of the sabbath.’”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus is “Lord of the Sabbath”, indicating that He has the right to manage the Sabbath and He is the one who gives men rest. He loves to give men rest and He does not like men to be restrained by the regulations of the Sabbath. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Sabbath is giving men rest instead of making them be restricted. 

2) The ceremonies and regulations of the Old Testament is to bring us to know the coming Christ (See Col. 2:16-17; Gal. 3:23-24) rather than bring men restriction and burdens. 

3) Since the Lord is “Lord of the Sabbath”, the standard is His words. Whether something is permitted to do or not on the Sabbath depends on Him. 

4) Those that work for the lord of the Sabbath is not under the law of the Sabbath. 

5) Christ is Lord of the Sabbath. When we have Him, we have the true rest. Everyday is the Sabbath, as it were. And therefore we do not need to keep the regulations of the Sabbath. 

6) Today the problem is whether men receive the Lord instead of whether it is the Sabbath. 
Luke. 6:6 “Now it happened on another Sabbath, also, that He entered the synagogue and taught. And a man was there whose right hand was withered.”


YLT: “And it came to pass also, on another sabbath, that he goeth into the synagogue, and teacheth, and there was there a man, and his right hand was withered,”

Meaning of Words: “withered”: to desiccate, to shrivel, to dry up;
Literal Meaning: “a man was there whose right hand was withered.” the word “withered” was in the perfect tense, indicating that that hand was not born withered, but was caused by injury or illness later. 

Spiritual Meaning: “synagogue” symbolizes all the religions represented by the Judaism.

“A man was there whose right hand was withered”, “hand” stands for service. “Withered” denotes the lack of the vigor of life. It is like a picture, showing that though men in religion want to do something for God, they can actually do nothing for God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If our service (hand) is done according to reasons and doctrines rather than the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it is the “withered” service.

2) If the assembly lacks the provision of life, there will be lack of the power of service. If the local assembly where you are lacks members of service (“whose hand was withered”), there must be something wrong in the provision of life. Therefore we should solve the problem from its root by------to supply more positive provisions.

3) Christians should often pray in every place, lifting up pious “hands” (1Tim. 2:8). However, if one is weak in spirit, he must lack prayers and he even cannot or is unwilling to pray.

Luke. 6:7 “So the scribes and Pharisees watched Him closely, whether He would heal on the Sabbath, that they might find an accusation against Him.”


YLT: “and the scribes and the Pharisees were watching him, if on the sabbath he will heal, that they might find an accusation against him.”
Meaning of Words: “watched…closely”: inspect alongside, note scrupulously; “heal”: wait upon menially, relieve, cure; “find an accusation”: reprove, plain;


The Background: according to the teachings of the Jewish rabbis, unless one was nearly to die, “healing” was forbidden on the Sabbath. Because they believed that healing the sick person went against the regulation of “no working” on the Sabbath. In the eyes of the scribes and the Pharisees, the one whose hand was withered (See v.6) was not in danger and therefore men should not heal him on the Sabbath. 

Literal Meaning: “whether He would heal on the Sabbath” it indicated that the Pharisees did not doubt that whether the Lord Jesus “could heal Him or not”, but that whether He “would do it on the Sabbath or not”. 
Spiritual Meaning: “whether He would heal on the Sabbath” the Sabbath was established for men to have rest. However, here there was a man who was sick, but he was not allowed to be healed on the Sabbath, indicating that those who were in religion had the formality of the Sabbath only and lacked the reality of the Sabbath. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The biggest defect of the dogmatists is that they only have reasons and lacks sympathy in their hearts. Therefore they pay more attention to keeping the regulations than sympathizing with others. 

2) Keeping the Sabbath is to maintain the traditional regulations and healing is to supply the practical need. When we encounter the actual needs in the assembly, shall we still stick to the traditional ways? 

Luke. 6:8 “But He knew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the withered hand, ‘Arise and stand here.’ And he arose and stood.”


YLT: “And he himself had known their reasonings, and said to the man having the withered hand, ‘Rise, and stand in the midst;’ and he having risen, stood.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If that man was not willing to do according to the Lord’s words (“arise and stand here”), he could not be healed by the Lord. The condition for us to receive grace is that we shall be willing to arise and receive the Lord’s words.

2) The obedience to the Lord’s first-step words will lead us into the second-step greater words.
 

Luke. 6:9 “Then Jesus said to them, ‘I will ask you one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy?’”


YLT: “Then said Jesus unto them, ‘I will question you something: Is it lawful on the sabbaths to do good, or to do evil? life to save or to kill?’”

Meaning of Words: “life”: soul. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Sabbath was made on account of man, not man on account of the Sabbath. The Lord values men above all.

2) The real servant of the Lord works without being restricted by regulations. If we really work for Christ, we “do good”. Though sometimes it seems to “violate the regulations” apparently, it brings real provision to those who have been served actually. 

3) The Lord went against the laws of the Sabbaths in order to save life, showing that He came to deliver men from the restriction of the religious customs.

4) He who wants to do good and save life has to catch the opportunity. If one misses the opportunity to do good, he does evil equally. If one misses the chance to save life, he kills others equally. 

5) If we look on indifferently when others need our help, we just have hurt them. If we stretch our hands to help them, we just save them. 

6) The principle of catching the opportunity could also be applied to words. Men’s difficulty in words is that------men like to say what they should not say, but dare not to say what they should say. The faithful workers of the Lord should not shrink from announcing all what they should announce (See Acts20:27). 

Luke. 6:10 “And when He had looked around at them all, He said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ And he did so, and his hand was restored as whole as the other.”


YLT: “And having looked round on them all, he said to the man, `Stretch forth thy hand;’ and he did so, and his hand was restored whole as the other;”

Meaning of Words: “looked around”: look all round; “was restored”: reconstitute. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The man whose hand was withered listened to the Lord’s word first------“he stretched it out”------and then his hand “was restored”. This is the principle of faith. If we follow the Lord through faith, we should also act according to the commandments of the Lord first and then see the gracious provision of the Lord.

2) The words which the Lord has spoken unto us are spirit and are life (John. 6:63). If we receive, trust and obey the Lord’s words, we will obtain the healing of life.

3) Nothing shall be impossible with God (See 1:37). When the Lord gives men the word of commandment, He will assuredly give men the power to obey His words.

4) The man with a withered hand was unwilling to stretch his hand out before men------men did not like to show their shortcomings to others------however the moment the Lord’s words was manifested (“stretch out your hand”), his hand was restored.

5) “His hand was restored as whole as the other”, showing that the healing of the Lord was perfect. The Lord’s work in us will enable us to be restored to be in line with the will of God.

Luke. 6:11 “But they were filled with rage, and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.”


YLT: “and they were filled with madness, and were speaking with one another what they might do to Jesus.”

Meaning of Words: “discussed”: advise, commune, counsel. 


Literal Meaning: it shows that they had put the incidental before the fundamental and emphasized the “customs” more than “men”


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Unexpectedly, the Pharisees wanted to kill the holy one of God indeed in order to maintain the regulations of the law. Many Christians who are fervent in doctrines often get into a fight in order to maintain the doctrines.

2) Religious believers are only fervent in the words and letters of the law and neglect the truth and reality of the law, so that they even regard killing as serving God (John. 16:2).

3) In the history of the Christianity, there were also many believers who struggled for reasons or letters and even killed those who were different from them by the political power.

Luke. 6:12 “Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.”


YLT: “And it came to pass in those days, he went forth to the mountain to pray, and was passing the night in the prayer of God,”

Literal Meaning: “continued all night in prayer to God.” “in prayer to God” is “in the prayer of God” in the original. 

  Every time before the Lord Jesus decided on the important things, He must spend much time before God in seeking His will. This time He “continued all night in prayer to God” so as to choose the twelve apostles (See v.13).


Spiritual Meaning: “He went out to the mountain to pray” “to the mountain” symbolizes to enter the heavenly condition; “to pray” indicates to have communion with God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We have to pray well before we do any work. No matter how great and urgent the things are, we have to pray enough and then make the arrangements and actions of service. 

2) It is the most dangerous in working for the Lord to make decisions presumptuously, act recklessly, impetuously and arbitrarily instead of inquiring the Lord. 

3) The Lord departed from the multitudes and prayed to God and He prayed all night. We should also find a quiet place to pray frequently for long time. 

Luke. 6:13 “And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles:”


YLT: “and when it became day, he called near his disciples, and having chosen from them twelve, whom also he named apostles,”

Meaning of Words: “disciples”: student, pupil; “apostles”: messenger, poster, he that is sent. 


Literal Meaning: “He called His disciples to Himself” “disciples” indicate those who set their mind on following the Lord were willing to be strictly trained and chastened by the Lord. 

  “He also named apostles.” “Apostles” are those who have been sent to execute the special missions. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) That we have become the Lord’s believers is totally lies in the Lord’s selection and calling-----it is the Lord that has chosen us according to His will, not that we choose the Lord.

2) Since the Lord’s calling is out of his own active intention, He will certainly take the full responsibility for His own selection. Since He has already chosen us, he will surely assume the responsibility to perfect us till the end. 

3) All those who had been selected and called by the Lord will be willing to answer the Lord’s calling voluntarily and come to the Lord. 

4) The Lord’s disciples should not hope to live a life of ease. Only those who are willing to be regulated strictly by the Lord will become useful vessels in the hand of the Lord. 

5) “Twelve” is a number of forever and perfectness. The Lord Jesus will make the twelve disciples into a full testimony and example and treat them as the fountains of God’s building in the eternal age (See Rev. 21:14). 
Luke. 6:14 “Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew;”


YLT: “(Simon, whom also he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew,”

Meaning of Words: “Simon”: listen to; “Peter”: stone; “Andrew”: man, mighty one, overcomer, strong, masculine; “Zebedee”: God’s portion; “James”: usurper, to seize; “John”: God’s gift; “Philip”: affectionate, fond of horses; “Bartholomew”: son of Tholomew, son of wars.


Literal Meaning: “Bartholomew” It is generally acknowledged that Bartholomew was another name of “Nathanael” (John. 1:45). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Workers of the Lord have to “listen to” (the meaning of “Simon”) the Lord’s words, surrender themselves as the making of the Lord’s building------stone (the meaning of “Peter”, See 1Pet. 2:5).

2) Among the twelve apostles, there are few records about their history in the Bible except Peter’s history in Acts. This shows that the Lord values how the Holy Spirit works through them instead of their works. 

3) We have to be “strong” (the meaning of “Andrew”) to work for the Lord. 

4) The Lord’s worker is the one who is able to seize (the meaning of “James”) God’s gifts (the meaning of “John”).

5) Bartholomew was known as Nathanael. The Lord’s workers should deeply love (the meaning of “Philip”) God’s gifts (the meaning of “Nathanael”). 

Luke. 6:15 “Matthew and Thomas; James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot;”


YLT: “Matthew and Thomas, James of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes,”

Meaning of Words: “Matthew”: God’s gifts; “Thomas”: the twin; “Alphaeus”: interchange; “James”: usurper; “Simon the Canaite”: listen to earnestly.


Literal Meaning: “Matthew” was the tax collector named Levi that was mentioned in this book (See 5:27; Matt. 9:9). 

  “The Canaite” was a Jewish revolutionary organization which resisted the rule of the Roman Government over Palestine by force. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since the workers of the Lord have received “God’s gifts” (the meaning of “Matthew”) from the Lord, they have to “seize” (the meaning of “James”) and use the gifts (See Matt. 25:14-21) and then the gifts of God will change (the meaning of “Alphaeus”) into the “doubling” (the meaning of “Thomas”) grace. 

2) The most important thing is to “earnestly listen to” (the meaning of “Simon the Canaite”) the Lord from one’s heart. 

Luke. 6:16 “Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor.”


YLT: “Judas of James, and Judas Iscariot, who also became betrayer;)”

Meaning of Words: “James”: usurper, to seize; “Judas”: worship; “a traitor”: bring out; “Iscariot”: the one who is with purse, the one who is good at trading (in Aramaic). 


Literal Meaning: “Judas the son of James” He was also named Thaddaeus (See Matt. 10:3; Mark. 3:18). 

  “Canaite” was a city of the tribe of Ephraim, near to Samaria.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The behavior of “worship” (the meaning of “Judas”) was superficial. Those who pretended to be the Lord’s workers in appearance may betray the Lord. 

2) Judas who betrayed the Lord was unexpectedly listed in the twelve apostles. It indicates that the Lord cope with someone concerning the will of God regardless of His own advantages and disadvantages. 

3) The Lord Jesus chose Judas who betrayed the Lord as one of the twelve apostles after the prayer all night (See v.12). He fully understood the will of God the Father and disregarded His own gain or loss. This shows that: 

   a) The arrangements and actions to serve God should be decided according to the guidance that is given through prayers instead of things or conventions. 

   b) In the spiritual way and service, if we have fully understood the will of God through prayers, we should go ahead bravely and recklessly.  

Luke. 6:17 “And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases,”


YLT: “and having come down with them, he stood upon a level spot, and a crowd of his disciples, and a great multitude of the people from all Judea, and Jerusalem, and the maritime Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear him, and to be healed of their sicknesses,”

Literal Meaning: “He came down with them and stood on a level place”. The Lord’s teachings recorded from v.20 to v.49 were spoken on the plain and therefore they were called “the sermon on the plain” as a differentiation to “the sermon on the mount” from the fifth to seventh chapter in the book of Matthew. The contents of these were quiet similar and therefore some Bible exegetes explained that “a level place” as “a piece of highland” and the so-called “sermon on the plain” was the abstract of “the sermon on the mount”. However, others believed that the teachings of the Lord Jesus may not be different totally in different times and when the contents of the teachings were the similar, it cannot be proved that the teachings were spoken in the same occasion. 

Luke. 6:18 “as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed.”


YLT: “and those harassed by unclean spirits, and they were healed,”

Meaning of Words: “torment”: torture, harass. 

Luke. 6:19 “And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.” 


YLT: “and all the multitude were seeking to touch him, because power from him was going forth, and he was healing all.”

Literal Meaning: “power went out from Him and healed them all” In the original, the word “power” occurred fifteen times in this book (1:17, 35; 4:14, 36; 5:17; 6:19; 8:46; 9:1; 10:13, 19; 19:37; 21:26, 27; 22:69; 24:49). 


Enlightenment in the Word: Power is the expression of being filled with the Holy Spirit and prayer is the way to be filled by the Holy Spirit. 

Luke. 6:20 “Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: "Blessed are you poor, For yours is the kingdom of God.”


YLT: “And he, having lifted up his eyes to his disciples, said: ‘Happy the poor because yours is the reign of God.”

Meaning of Words: “blessed”: happy, exultant, praise. 


Literal Meaning: “He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples” It shows that the following teachings were said toward the disciples. 

  “You poor” “Poor” does not indicate the material poverty but the spiritual poverty. Anyone who feels poor in the spirit (Matt. 5:3) and cannot be satisfied with anything of this life and therefore turns to seek God and things of God is “the poor”. 

  “Blessed”: the joy welling from inner heart. One feels greatly happy and fortunate.

  “Yours is the kingdom of God.” The present tense of the verb “is” shows that they who abandon the vanity of the earthliness and turn to seek for heavenly things could live in the region of the kingdom of God and experience the reality of the kingdom of God now.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is not those who “repute themselves to be something” but those who “repute themselves to be nothing” that enter into the kingdom of God. God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (1Pet. 5:5).

2) In the kingdom of God, the lord is God instead of us. Therefore, what we should do is only to receive from God rather than give to Him.

3) A man of natural talent may be the worst Christian. A man of talent may consider what he can do for the Lord rather than let the Lord do. 

4) God selects the one that considers himself as poor and talentless. God would not use one who considers that he is useful to God.

5) The center of those who serve God should be God instead of “themselves”. We should stand on the side of God and should not ask God to stand on our side. 

6) The blessed ones whose is the kingdom of God have abandoned worldly possessions and completely dealt with the desire of possession in their hearts. They are “the poor in spirit”.

7) Those who are truly “poor in spirit” are not under the power of possessions. They have broken off the yokes which are put upon them by the tyrant------the possessions.  

8) The poor in spirit know that they are in need. Therefore, they are not proud or righteous in their own eyes. At the same time, for they are in need they will seek for God and draw near to God.

9) Those who gain the kingdom of God gain everything and so that they have no desire to gain anything else.

10) No matter how great we achieve in spiritual things, we should, like Paul, not count ourselves to have apprehended and should stretch out to the things which are ahead (Pill. 3:12-13).

11) Only those who are willing to empty themselves constantly will feel poor in spirit. We should empty our past ideas, knowledge and opinions and seek to be filled by the Lord Himself. 

12) Believers should cooperate with the Holy Spirit every day: letting the Holy Spirit dig out stones in our hearts (sin) and make our hearts humble and contrite (Luke. 13:8). In this way, after the seed of God is sown into our heart, it will grow up freely and fully. 

Luke. 6:21 “Blessed are you who hunger now, For you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, For you shall laugh.”


YLT: “`Happy those hungering now because ye shall be filled. ‘Happy those weeping now because ye shall laugh.” 

Meaning of Words: “weep”: cry grievously. 


Literal Meaning: “you who hunger” The “hunger” does not indicate the physical hunger but the spiritual hunger. Anyone who is eager in spirit and seeks God and the things of God as his satisfaction is “the one who hungers”. 

  “You shall be filled” It indicates that one is filled in his spirit and he does not feel regretful. 

  “You who hunger now” One does not “weep” for his own poor state. He weeps because he touches the feelings of God, including the failure of himself, the coldness and falling of the saints, the desolation of the assembly, the evilness and corruption of the world, the hardening and unbelief of men. This kind of men are those “who weep now”. 

  “You shall laugh” It indicates that one rejoices because of God’s encouragement.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All the spiritual improvement depends on our “hunger”. Those who do not feel hungry won’t be filled by God (See 1:53). 

2) “Those who hunger” must have good spiritual appetite. If men have such kind of spiritual appetite, they will be filled again and again because of God’s reward (Ruth. 2:12). 

3) Those who have not mourned will not know what the joy in the Holy Spirit is (Rom. 14:17). Only those who have experienced the joy in the Holy Spirit can appreciate it.  

4) Today though we are mournful, we are still able to rejoice in the Lord (Pill. 3:1). Moreover, in future God will wipe away all tears from our eyes and grief shall not exist any more, nor cry shall exist (Rev. 21:4).

5) When the Holy Spirit works in men’s hearts, He shines, judges and demonstrates. When believers mourn for sins, the Holy Spirit gets a chance to work deeply in them and deliver them out of things that are condemned by God.

Luke. 6:22 “Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Man's sake.”


YLT: “`Happy are ye when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you, and shall reproach, and shall cast forth your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake”

Literal Meaning: “when men hate you… for the Son of Man’s sake” They are hated by men not for the sake of their own failings or the other reasons but for the sake of the Son of Man (i.e. the Lord Jesus). 

  “They exclude you” It indicates that men mark them out of their circle (boundary), that is to reject them out of their circle and do not contact with them. 

  “And revile you” this is greater then “excluding you”. They do not acknowledge them and even slander their fame in order to make the people also despise them. 

  “And cast out your name as evil” They reject both them and their name. 

  “As evil” indicates “to treat as evil ones”. This “evil” in the original indicates “those who are not only evil and but also able to make others evil”. In other words, they are treaded as pestilent men. 

  “Blessed are you.” It is the present tense. The one is blessed just at the time he is reviled and humiliated instead of the future. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If it is not for the sake of “the Son of Man”, all the sacrifices and sufferings are of no value. 

2) The world hates us because it has hated the Lord before us; If they have persecuted the Lord, they will also persecute us (John. 15:18-20).

3) If we indeed believe in the Lord, we will be persecuted. Being persecuted for the Lord is essential for citizens of the kingdom of God. If one has never been persecuted, probably he does not truly believe in the Lord.

4) Lies and slanders are common ways used to persecute Christians. The world is unable to find any fault of the true believers so that they make fabrications. From the other point of view, if we lie, actually we are persecuting others in disguised form. 

5) In the assembly, many believers who truly love the Lord are always hated, excluded, slandered and excommunicated by the leaders of the assembly and they are treated as pestilent ones and leaven. 

6) Many people are weak when they are not faced with persecutions. However, they are very strong contrarily when persecutions come to them. Because the life in them manifests its feature that is to willingly stand for the Lord.

Luke. 6:23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.”


YLT: “rejoice in that day, and leap, for lo, your reward [is] great in the heaven, for according to these things were their fathers doing to the prophets.”
Literal Meaning: “your reward is great in heaven” “great” shows that the reward is great and numerous so that it cannot be described by words. 

  “In like manner their fathers did to the prophets.” It indicates the elders dealt with the prophets in the same manner that is recorded in v.22. This shows that we are exalted highly that we are even numbered with the prophets and we are counted worthy to be dishonored for the name of the Lord (See Acts. 5:41). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should rejoice and leap for joy just at the time we are reviled and slandered by others for the Lord’s sake instead of the future. 

2) The Lord meant that we should turn our eyes to “behold” (this word exists in the original) from the earth to the heaven, from the difficulties to the reward, from the present loss to the gain in future when we are hated by men. 

3) Concerning the way of a Christian, if there are persecutions, they are blessings because there are heavenly rewards. It is abnormal if everything goes smoothly and prosperously. 

4) When Christians are persecuted or slandered by others, we should not sigh or remain silent, we should “rejoice and leap for joy”.

5) The sufferings of this present time are not worthy with the coming glory to be revealed to us (Rom. 8:18). 

6) If we are willing to receive the reward that the prophets had received, we have to pay what the prophets had paid and suffer what the prophets had suffered (Matt. 23:34, 37).

7) If there is little persecution, there will be little joy. If there is great persecution, there will be great joy. Those who do not have this experience will never comprehend this kind of joy. 

8) “The prophets” are those who understand and spread the truth. The one who is willing to pay price for the truth will surely have the great reward in heaven.  
Luke. 6:24 “‘But woe to you who are rich, For you have received your consolation.”


YLT: “`But wo to you the rich, because ye have got your comfort.”

Literal Meaning: the four “woe”s from v.24 to v.26 are the reverse side of the four “blessings” from v. 20 to v.23. 

  “But woe to you who are rich” “who are rich” are those who are satisfied with the earthly wealth and have no desire to seek for the spiritual wealth. 

  “You have received your consolation” “having received” is the commercial term in the original and it is used to confess that the funds have been received completely and therefore it means that “you have fully received”.

Luke. 6:25 “Woe to you who are full, For you shall hunger. Woe to you who laugh now, For you shall mourn and weep.”


YLT: “`Wo to you who have been filled because ye shall hunger. ‘Wo to you who are laughing now because ye shall mourn and weep.”

Literal Meaning: “Woe to you who are full” “who are full” are those who are filled with the things of this life and have no desire to seek the enjoyment of the coming. 

  “Woe to you who laugh now” “who laugh” are those who only care about the enjoyment in the soul and do not seek the joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).

Luke. 6:26 “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, For so did their fathers to the false prophets.”


YLT: “`Wo to you when all men shall speak well of you for according to these things were their fathers doing to false prophets.”

Literal Meaning: “when all men speak well of you” They walk in order to please men rather than please God (Gal. 1:10). Though they are praised by all because of this, they lose the praise of God. 

  “For so did their fathers to the false prophets” It is the actual condition of the circle of the religion that they treat the true prophets evilly and deal with the false prophets well (See v.23). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Undoubtedly, the one who speaks for God should not displease others without reason. However, he should not shun to speak because of the fear of men’s displeasure (See Acts. 20:27). 

2) The feature of the false prophets is that they cover themselves up with peace in order to please the multitudes (Ezek. 13:8-16). The ministers who please men with fine-sounding words and make the will of God blurry will certainly be punished by God. 

Luke. 6:27 “‘But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,”


YLT: “`But I say to you who are hearing, Love your enemies, do good to those hating you,”

Literal Meaning: “love your enemies” “enemies” are those who are hostile to us and against us. “Love” in the original is the divine love (agapao), showing that this love is of the life of God instead of men’s natural life. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is very rare that one does not hate his enemies, however, he still has not reached the demand of the Lord. The Lord not only asks us not to hate enemies but also asks us to “love” our enemies. 

2) There is a secret weapon in the spiritual arsenal------the weapon of love; love is all-conquering and love overruns all fortifications. However, it is not our natural love but the love given by God. 

3) Love is able to convert enemies into friends and hatred is able to convert friends into enemies. 

4) The enemies are not strangers but those of our own in the house of God. If we love our enemies, there won’t be enemies. 
Luke. 6:28 “bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.” 


YLT: “bless those cursing you, and pray for those accusing you falsely;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The common reaction of the world is that they curse those who curse them and they spitefully use those who accuse them falsely. The reaction of the noble ones is that they bear patiently and keep silent. The reaction of Christians is that they bless those who curse them (Rom. 12:14) and pray for those who spitefully use them. 

2) When Christians are persecuted, the most effective countermeasure is to pray. Through prayer we could ask God to work to change the conditions so that we could lead a quiet and peaceful life (1Tim. 2:1-2). 

Luke. 6:29 “To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either.”


YLT: “and to him smiting thee upon the cheek, give also the other, and from him taking away from thee the mantle, also the coat thou mayest not keep back.”

Literal Meaning: “who strikes you on the one cheek” It indicates others’ wrongfully evil treatment.

  “Offer the other also” Only when the one who is struck does not hate the other at all can he offer the other cheek also. It is impossible for our endurance or self-cultivation to do it. It must be the life of God that could do it.

  “Who takes away your cloak” It indicates others’ wrongfully evil exploitation. 

  “Do not withhold your tunic either.” “Tunic” is the belonging next to the skin of a man and it is the most reasonable enjoyment to a man (even the poor have the tunic). When we are dispossessed of our wealth by others unfairly, we do not repossess the wealth and even are willing to sacrifice ourselves in order to benefit others. 


Spiritual Meaning: “striking on one cheek” symbolizes humiliation. We should be unconventional so that glory, dishonor, evil report and good report (2Cor. 6:8) would never affect us. 

  “Taking away the cloak” symbolizes losing one’s privacy. We have become a spectacle to the world, both too angels and men for the sake of the Lord (1Cor. 4:9). We are willing to lose the right of privacy about our life. 
  Controversial Clarification: note that in this verse the Lord did not teach us the nonresistance. Neither did He teach us that there’s no need to guard against evil works of the evil. The Lord taught us to know God’s life in us. He also taught us that when something crops up, we should react by God’s life instead of our natural life. At the same time, the words in this verse were said to Christians, therefore we should never tell these to unbelievers, lest we may receive unnecessary humiliation. It is unprofitable both to us and others (See Matt. 7:6). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world argues that which one fought earlier. The behavior of the other who fought later is the justice self-defense. However, Christians do not fight at first and are even unwilling to hit back.

2) When one strikes us “on the one cheek”, it is the Lord that uses men’s hands to increase our tolerance and make us grow up. Therefore, our best reaction is to “offer the other also” in order to fulfill what the Lord does by men’s hands.

3) “The one cheek”: the Lord deals with us. “The other”: we, standing on the side of the Lord, deal with us. The spiritual increase lies in agreeing to be dealt with gladly through the cross of the Lord. 

4) If we know that the “hand” of man is the “tool” used by the Lord, we won’t fell angry or uncomfortable when being “struck” and we will be glad contrarily.  

5) It is absolutely wrongful for others to take away our tunic. It is absolutely wrongful to give others our cloak. Christians do not walk according to the reasons.

6) Christians do not reason according to correctness or wrongness. The Christian who reasons lives in his brain (soul) instead of life (spirit). 

Luke. 6:30 “Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back.”


YLT: “`And to every one who is asking of thee, be giving; and from him who is taking away thy goods, be not asking again;”

Literal Meaning: “give to everyone who asks of you” Here it did not mean the benefaction without discernment. It meant that we should stand aloof so that our hearts won’t be occupied by treasure because treasure will most probably occupy men’s hearts (Matt. 6:21). 

  “And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back.” “Take away” is to rob with violence. The Lord did not mean to let us encourage the actions of violence and allow others to commit a crime. He meant that we should not act with violence to those who treat us with violence or take away the things of those who rob us. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Your treasure is not of you. God has entrusted you to manage your treasure. 



2) When someone comes to ask you for help, you should regard him as a messenger from God to test your intention.

Luke. 6:31 “And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.”


YLT: “and as ye wish that men may do to you, do ye also to them in like manner;”
Literal Meaning: if we consider others in their positions, it is the principle of citizens of the kingdom of God to deal with others. You should deal with others according to the way how you want them to do to you instead of the way how they do to you. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Confucius said that “do not do to others what you would not have them do to you” And in other religions, there were similar teachings. “Do not do…” is the negative philosophic word. However what the Lord taught is positive. He asked us to “do this” positively. It is the difference of Christianity compared with all the other religions and philosophy.

2) How Christians treat others is according to supreme principle instead of the fact.

3) It is not to control oneself so that he won’t harm others but to benefit others. It is not merely that you do not seize from others. You should give. It is not merely that you should not murder. You should also love others. 

4) If you want to be dealt with kindly and be concerned about, you have to deal with others with the same attitude. It is the golden rule of love. 

Luke. 6:32 “‘But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.”


YLT: “and if ye love those loving you, what grace have ye? for also the sinful love those loving them;”

Literal Meaning: “what credit is that to you?” “Credit” means “grace” in the original and it indicates God’s graciousness and reward. 

  “For even sinners love those who love them” It shows that the love of the world is “reciprocal” and men love those who love them. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The love of Christians should be different from the love of the world. If we only love those who love us, we are thoroughly the same with the world and therefore we could not gain the reward of God. 

2) We could love those who love us by the natural life. We have to rely on the life of God to love those who hate us (See v.27). 

Luke. 6:33 “And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.” 


YLT: “and if ye do good to those doing good to you, what grace have ye? for also the sinful do the same;”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The deeds of Christians should differ from that of sinners. If we do what sinners do, how should God reward us instead of sinners? 

2) The best way for Christians to deal with the evil of others is to do good to those who do evil to us, i.e. to overcome evil with good (See Rom. 12:20-21). 

Luke. 6:34 “And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back.” 


YLT: “and if ye lend [to those] of whom ye hope to receive back, what grace have ye? for also the sinful lend to sinners that they may receive again as much.”
Luke. 6:35 “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.”


YLT: “`But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again, and your reward will be great, and ye shall be sons of the Highest, because He is kind unto the ungracious and evil;” 

Meaning of Words: “love” the divine love (agapao in the original). 


Literal Meaning: “love your enemies” The feelings of believers should exceed the natural love and hatred. On one hand, we should abhor evil and cleave to good (Rom. 12:9) and not be fellow-partakers with the evil (Eph. 5:7). However, on the other, we should love the souls of sinners with mercy. 

  “Hoping for nothing in return” it means “do not treat it as a loss at all”. 

  “And you will be sons of the Most High” “The Most High” is God. This shows that it is the corresponding expression of the life and disposition of the Son of God to love enemies and lend, hoping nothing in return. 

  “For He is kind to the unthankful and evil” God makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust (Matt. 5:45). He deals with the world with justice and He does not discriminate men because of their unthankfulness and evil. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s love (phileo in the original) is conditional and dominated by circumstances. Men only love the lovable. God’s love (agapao in original) is unconditional and therefore God loves the unlovable. 

2) Since God grants us whatever is requested and we are dealt kindly with by God, we should do good to others like this and be the channels of God’s grace towards each other to spread God’s grace. 

3) We could not love enemies or lend to others, hoping for noting in return, by us. However, we are the sons of God and God’s life is in us and therefore we could do what everyman cannot do. 

4) God gives men what they do not deserve and He gives them more than what they expect. As long as we let God live out of us, we will give men what they do not deserve. 
Luke. 6:36 “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.”


YLT: “be ye therefore merciful, as also your Father is merciful.”

Literal Meaning: “just as your Father also is merciful.” “Merciful” means to show sympathy and kindness towards men; “your Father” indicates the Father in heaven. God does not punish us according to what we deserve and this is His mercy. In like manner, when others do evil to us, we could revenge originally, however, we choose to forgive others and do good to men. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Just as your Father also is merciful.” This sentence implies us that as long as we rely on the heavenly life of God, we could be merciful just as the Father is merciful. 

2) Since God deals with us with his merciful bowel as a father, we should also deal with others with God’s bowel. 

Luke. 6:37 “‘Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.” 


YLT: “`And judge not, and ye may not be judged; condemn not, and ye may not be condemned; release, and ye shall be released.” 

Meaning of Words: “judge”: condemn, distinguish and decide; “condemn”: to adjust against, pronounce guilty; “forgive”: loose, let go. 


Literal Meaning: “judge not” “judge” means to pick on others’ disadvantages and condemn others’ sins. The Lord here did not mean that we should not discern cautiously according to facts or judge of and approve the things that are more excellent (Pill. 1:9-10). The Lord meant that we should not put our subjective feelings, bias and etc into objective facts and judge others with malice.

  “And you shall not be judged.” “Be judged” is the obverse of “judge”. Here, the one is judged “by God” more than “by men” (See 1Cor. 4:3-4). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Love” never does two things------“love” neither “judges” nor “condemns” others. 

2) “Judge” means that I, standing on the side of my words, speak with my subjective opinions instead of the objective opinions. Those who judge others certainly have not been divorced from selves. 

3) The principle of God’s instruction to His sons and daughters is: others will treat you by the way that you treat others. 

4) The principle for believers’ walking is to be strict with themselves and lenient towards others. The more progress a believer makes in spirit, the more will he judge himself and the less will he judge others. 

5) In the age of grace, what we need is not judicial judgment but provision of life. We testify Christ not by the correction of outward behaviors but by the inner manifestation of life. 

6) If believers, concentrating on details and forgetting the main purpose, only seek for the increase of spiritual knowledge instead of the growth of spiritual life, the spiritual intelligence will make them become judgers who use spiritual knowledge to condemn others.


7) Those who love to judge others live on the principle of the law instead of the reality of life. The more deeply we live in the reality of life, the more easily we are divorced from the spirit of judgment. 

8) We have to live in the light of the Lord if we do not want to judge others. Only those who are full of the light of the Lord are able to not judge others. 

9) The reason why one judges others is that he does not know his own corruption. The more one knows himself, the less he dares to criticize others and the more lenient he is towards others.

10) Judgment without mercy to him that has shown no mercy (James. 2:13). 

11) Believers should not criticize or condemn others randomly. Your attitude towards others affect God’s attitude towards you.  

12) Even though our intention is for God, our behavior may be unworthy of God. Therefore we should ask God to forgive us and then we could approach with boldness to Him and pray to God (Heb. 4:16). 
13) If we want God to forgive us our trespasses, we have to forgive men their trespasses at first. Only those who are able to forgive others could be worthy to pray for God. 
Luke. 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.’”


YLT: “`Give, and it shall be given to you; good measure, pressed, and shaken, and running over, they shall give into your bosom; for with that measure with which ye measure, it shall be measured to you again.’”

The Background: “be put into your bosom” the cloaks that the Jews wore in the ancient times were very large. There was a fold above the waist and it could be used as a big pocket (bag) to hold the barley of large quantity (See Ruth. 3:15).


Literal Meaning: “good measure” it shows that what God gives to us must not be less than what we give to others. God never treats men unfairly. 

  “Pressed down, shaken together.” It shows that it is solid without any vacant space. What God gives to us is very. 

  “Running over” shows that it exceeds abundantly above all that we ask or think (See Eph. 3:20). 

  “For with the same measure that you use” “measure” originally indicates the utensil (such as the Chinese peck) that is used to measure food. Here it is used to describe their attitude towards each other. 

  “It will be measured back to you.” It indicates God’s reward is determined by how we treat others. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Give, and it will be given to you.” It is the principle how we receive God’s grace: we have to deal with others kindly first and then we could hope for God’s grace. 

2) If God’s children are poor in material or spirit, they certainly have not obeyed the law that is established by God------they have not given first. 

3) The secret for believers to be abundant is to “give”. If one wants to be abundant, he should give and he should keep if he wants to be poor. 

4) The principle of the world’s financial operation is to keep expenditures within the limits of income and the principle of Christians’ financial operation is to “gain as you give”. If something is wrong with the income of believers, something must be wrong with their expenditure. 

5) Our God is the God of generosity and He is never stingy. His reward towards us always exceeds what we have given to others. 

6) “For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” The more one gives, the more he will receive. The less one gives, the less he will receive. This is an unchangeable principle. With a great measure with which you mete, it shall be measured to you greatly. 
Luke. 6:39 “And He spoke a parable to them: ‘Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch?”


YLT: “And he spake a simile to them, `Is blind able to lead blind? shall they not both fall into a pit?”

Literal Meaning: “Can the blind lead the blind?” The former blind indicates the scribes and Pharisees and the latter blind is the ignorant people (See Rom. 2:19). Their thoughts all have been blinded by the god of this world, so that they cannot see the light of the glad tidings of the glory of Christ (See 2Cor. 4:3-4).

  “Will they not both fall into the ditch?” Good teachers will bring up good students and vise verse. If one follows the wrong teacher, he has no prospects in the spiritual way. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Anyone who is unable to discern what is of men or of God is spiritually blind. 

2) “The blind lead the blind”. Ignorant ones like to be teachers of others. Those who do not understand the will of God like to spread God’s will to others. 

3) Those who have not received revelations do work without revelations and consequently the leader and those who are led all fall into hopeless straits and despair (“fall into a ditch”). 

Luke. 6:40 “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher.”


YLT: “A disciple is not above his teacher, but every one perfected shall be as his teacher.”

Literal Meaning: there were two explanations about “a disciple is not above his teacher”: 

  A) If we see it according to v.39, “his teacher” indicates the one who led the blind and “a disciple” indicates the blind who was led. Therefore this verse shows that if a believer follows the wrong teaching, he won’t be right in future. 

  B) If we compare it with the other Gospels, “his teacher” indicates the Lord Jesus and “a disciple” indicates believers and this sentence means that “if the teacher was persecuted and slandered by men, should not rather his disciples?” (See Matt. 10:24-25). This verse shows that we, the disciples of the Lord, should not be persecuted or slandered by men more than how they have done towards the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We are pupils of the Lord and we should learn from Him. We are slaves of the Lord and we should obey Him in everything. 

2) The Lord’s steps are the example for those who serve the Lord to follow. It is inevitable for those who serve the Lord to walk in the way of cross. 

3) No matter how many sufferings a Christian undergoes, at most he experiences the same as the Lord. The Lord knows our tribulations on earth and this encourages us. 

4) Since men abuse and blaspheme our Lord, we should not hope that others may treat us kindly. Every time we are misunderstood, persecuted or despised by others, we should remember how the Lord was treated by men. 

5) It is impossible that our Lord here received the cross but we receive crowns. We should not hope to have different destinies and future with the Lord. Anyone who seeks men’s glory is unable to be the true disciple of the Lord. 

6) If the way that the world treats us is different from that to our Lord, probably something is wrong with us------there must be some problems in our relations with the Lord. 

Luke. 6:41 “And why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye?”


YLT: “`And why dost thou behold the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, and the beam that [is] in thine own eye dost not consider?”

Meaning of Words: “speck”: twig from wood; “plank”: a stick of timber.


Literal Meaning: “why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye” “speck” originally means the twig from wood. Here it means the small fault. 

  “But do not perceive the plank in your own eye?” “Plank” originally means plank used in buildings. Here it means the big fault. 

“Speck” would hurt men but “plank” would press men to death. 

  The thirty-seventh verse indicates the consequence of judgment and this verse shows the inappropriateness of judging. The general judgers only see others’ small faults and have not seen their own bigger faults. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Anyone that is unable to see his own shortcomings is not qualified to criticize others’ shortcomings. 

2) Every time we criticize others, we should keep in mind that we may have bigger faults. 

3) The unclean ones would see the uncleanness of others easily. The holy ones find it difficult to find others’ faults. 

4) Our opinions towards faults are always not exact. Those who are righteous in their own eyes always put the trivial above the important (Matt. 18:9-14). The more faults one commits, the more he loves to find fault with others.

5) The greatest problem in our contacting with others is the lack of love. Those who love to criticize others are lacking the mostly wanting love in themselves. 

6) If we have more love in us, we won’t anxiously criticize others for the things that they have and we do not have and we will show more mercy and kindness when judging others. 

Luke. 6:42 “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,' when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother's eye.”


YLT: “or how art thou able to say to thy brother, Brother, suffer, I may take out the mote that [is] in thine eye thyself the beam in thine own eye not beholding? Hypocrite, take first the beam out of thine own eye, and then thou shalt see clearly to take out the mote that [is] in thy brother’s eye.”

Literal Meaning: “when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye?” “Plank” not only indicates one’s serious fault but also implies that one has prejudice against others and therefore his sight has been blinded to see the truth. 

  “How can you say to your brother” It shows that he is unable to judge justly. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should examine themselves before they criticize others.

2) The more one knows himself, the less he dares to condemn others.

3) The spiritual sight is to deal with oneself. 

4) Firstly, we have to get rid of the evil intention of censoriousness and kick the impious and bad habit of finding fault with others, and then we may clearly see the fact.

5) Others would use the same standard by which we treat others to treat us. 

6) What we should see clearly is how to remove the speck instead of the speck itself. When we want to remove the speck from brother’s eye, seeing the speck clearly is not important, what’s important is to be looked lovely in brother’s eyes and naturally the speck will be removed. 

7) Firstly we have to be dealt with by the Lord and then may help to deal with others. Our personal experience would be of real help to others. The cross always begins from us. 

Luke. 6:43 “‘For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.”


YLT: “`For there is not a good tree making bad fruit, nor a bad tree making good fruit;”

Literal Meaning: this verse is the judgment that God has made towards two kinds of life------after their kind (Gen. 1:11). Fruit that is borne from holy life (“good tree”) is totally different from the fruit from natural life (“bad tree”) (Gal. 5:19-23). A certain kind of life would bear that kind of fruit (Rom. 6:21-22, 7:4-5). If we live and work by the life of God (“good tree”), we will naturally bear spiritual “good fruit”. Otherwise, what men see from us will assuredly be “bad fruit” borne from the corruptive flesh (“bad tree”). 

  Some Bible exegetes held that “tree” meant the teaching, “good tree” meant the correct teaching and “bad tree” meant the teachings of false prophets. The correct teaching would generate correct character (“fruit”) in listeners and the wrong teaching would make listeners have wrong character (“fruit”). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A certain kind of life would bear that kind of performance and achievements of work. 

2) In order to seek spiritual things, one has to be cautious to choose the leader. If we follow the wrong leader such as the false prophet, we will suffer losses in future. 

3) Our problem does not lie in whether it is good or not outwardly, but lies in by which kind of life we do things. If we do by the life of Christ, we will bear good fruit. If we do by natural life, we will assuredly bear bad fruit even the thing we do is good. 

4) Though the outward appearance could be imitated, the inward life could never be imitated. The Holy life will inevitably lead men to concentrate on God Himself and love heavenly things. The natural life will inevitably lead men to look at themselves and care about earthly things.
Luke. 6:44 “For every tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush.”


YLT: “for each tree from its own fruit is known, for not from thorns do they gather figs, nor from a bramble do they crop a grape.”

Literal Meaning: “For every tree is known by its own fruit.” “Fruit” is the fleshly behavior generated by men’s nature. We judge people not only by their appearance and their words (John. 7:24), but also by proving their fruit of life and service behind men. 


Spiritual Meaning: “For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush.” The land yield “thorns” and “thistles’ by God’s curse after men’s fall (Gen. 3:18). Therefore they symbolize men’s natural flesh. “Grapes” and “figs” are the representation of the products in the land of Canaan (Hab. 3:17). They symbolize the manifestations of the spiritual life in all aspects. Therefore, this verse spiritually means that it is impossible to bear spiritual fruit of life from the natural flesh. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Fruit” is the manifestation of internal life. We could know the nature of life through fruit. It is inaccurate to see spiritual things by appearance and it is accurate to see by outcome. 

2) Words of the Lord show that the fruit in this verse comes from the teachings (the prophets) in the former verse. Only correct teachings could bear correct fruit.

Luke. 6:45 “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.”


YLT: “`The good man out of the good treasure of his heart doth bring forth that which [is] good; and the evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart doth bring forth that which [is] evil; for out of the abounding of the heart doth his mouth speak.”

Literal Meaning: the two “treasure” in the original is like the way to receive and store the strongbox of the bank. If we receive and keep some thoughts in our hearts, we will speak them out through our lips. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Please search me, the Lord and let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight (See Ps. 19:14). 

2) If we want to rule our mouths, we have to rule our hearts first (Prov. 25:28).

3) From one’s words, we could know the person because words greatly reflect one’s heart. 

4) Out of heart are the issues of life (Prov. 4:23) and therefore we should deal with our inner intentions first and then we will have the natural and mature outward behavior and life.  
Luke. 6:46 “‘But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?”


YLT: “`And why do ye call me, Lord, Lord, and do not what I say?”

Literal Meaning: “why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’” For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart (1Sam. 16:7). He is the one who searches the minds and hearts (Rev. 2:23). He knew that many people drew near to Him with their mouth, but their heart was far from Him (Matt. 15:8). Certainly the hypocritical do not have any portion of the kingdom of heaven. 

  “And not do the things which I say?” The one who does not keep the word of the Lord and do as he pleases does not obey the authority of the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Following the Lord lies in not only their oral words (“Lord, Lord”) but also their actual deeds (“do the things which the Lord says”). 

2) Many believers always say “thank the Lord” and “praise the Lord” with their mouth, however, in daily life, they make decisions according to their own opinions in all things and overlook the word of the Lord. 

3) The Lord abandons all the works of men unless they obey His word. 

Luke. 6:47 “Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show you whom he is like:”


YLT: “Every one who is coming unto me, and is hearing my words, and is doing them, I will shew you to whom he is like;”

Literal Meaning: “whoever comes to Me” the word of the Lord is the rock and ground of the life and work of God’s people. If we hear the Lord’s sayings and do them, we do build our whole life upon the ground of the words of the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The doctrines and teachings of Christianity are not for men to tell and hear (Acts. 17:20-21) but for those who hear to put them into practice. 

2) It is good that men have intelligence to understand the Lord’s sayings. What’s more important for men is to keep and do the Lord’ sayings. 

Luke. 6:48 “He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock.”


YLT: “he is like to a man building a house, who did dig, and deepen, and laid a foundation upon the rock, and a flood having come, the stream broke forth on that house, and was not able to shake it, for it had been founded upon the rock.”

Spiritual Meaning: “dug deep” indicates to dig out the sand on the surface layer. Man is formed of the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7) and therefore “sand” typifies the natural love, opinions and ways. 

  “It was founded on the rock.” “Rock” typifies the Lord’s will that has been revealed in His words. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Words of God are settled, as rock, in the heavens (Ps. 119:89). Only on the basis of the words of the Lord could we have solid building. 

2) The assembly (“house”) must be built “upon this rock” (Matt. 16:18). Only Christ Himself is the foundation to build the assembly (1Cor. 3:11). 

3) If the life and work of God’s people is founded upon the Lord’s word, they will withstand the tests of circumstances from all aspects and they won’t be offended because of the tribulation and persecution (Matt. 13:21). 

4) Today if we walk according to the Lord’s principle on the earth, we won’t be conquered by any trial and in that day we won’t be conquered by the trial of judgment. 

5) If believers behave upon the foundation of the Lord’s words, their character and morals will certainly withstand the severe tests (“the stream beat vehemently against”). 

6) As long as one digs out all the earthly things, through the deep work of the cross, ------“who dug deep” and regards Christ as the only foundation------“laid the foundation on the rock”, he could have solid building and he could withstand every strike and test------“the stream beat vehemently against that house, and could not shake it”. 

Luke. 6:49 “But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.’”


YLT: “`And he who heard and did not, is like to a man having builded a house upon the earth, without a foundation, against which the stream brake forth, and immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house became great.’”

The Background: in the land of Judah, it is usually very dry in summer and there is heavy rain in winter. Usually, men build their house in summer. However, the foolish men build their house on the sand for they have forgotten that there is heavy rain in winter. 

Literal Meaning: if we are hearers and not doers (James. 1:23), we do follow our own inclinations and do what is right in our own eyes. If our life and work are built upon the foundation of men’s will, they won’t withstand tests in all kinds of circumstances. They will fall and suffer losses. The losses are certainly very great. We may suffer losses not only in this age but also in the coming (1Cor. 3:15).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) In men’s eyes, whether one is wise or foolish depends on his ability to work, however, in the eyes of God, whether one is wise or foolish depends on his reaction towards the Lord’s words. 

2) If we build our life on the basis of anything besides the Lord Himself, even the best things such as the Law of God and the virtue of men, we do build on the sand and the building cannot withstand trials. 

3) If any man is a hearer and not a doer, the result is very serious (“and the ruin of that house was great”).

4) If our life is built on the basis of ways and opinions besides the Lord, it will not withstand any trial and will suffer greater loss in future. 

5) If we turn away from the dig of the cross and build on the foundation of the earthly things------“who built a house on the earth”, certainly we won’t withstand any strike and suffer the dreadful situation------“it fell…and the ruin of that house was great”. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Savior the Son of Man is the Reality of the Sabbath

I. The Lord’s disciples plucked the heads of gain and ate them (v.1)------men could have the true rest when they are filled. 

II. The Pharisees were not allowed to do things on the Sabbath (v.2)------if men do not have the Lord, the teachings and regulations will become their restrictions. 

III. Those who were with David ate the showbread (v.3-4)------if one follows the Lord, he is not restricted by doctrines and regulations. 

IV. The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath (v.5)------the Lord is above all the doctrines and regulations. 

V. On the Sabbath a man whose right hand was withered was on the synagogue (v.6)------the religion which stressed on the doctrines and regulations does not have rest because it lacks the provision of life. 

VI. The Pharisees watched closely whether the Lord would heal on the Sabbath (v.7)------the religionists only care about the doctrines and regulations and do not take to heart whether men have rest.

VII. The Lord asked them whether it was lawful on the Sabbath to save life or destroy (v.8-9)------the Lord stresses on men’s need more than the doctrines and regulations. 

VIII. The Lord healed the one whose right hand was withered (v.10)------the Lord brings men the true rest. 

The Spiritual Teachings from the Original Meanings of the Names of the Apostles (v.14-16)

I. Workers of the Lord have to “listen to” (the meaning of “Simon”) the word of the Lord and surrender themselves as the making of the Lord’s building------stone (the meaning of “Peter”, See 1Pet. 2:5).

II. We must be strong (the meaning of “Andrew”) to work for the Lord.

III. The Lord’s worker is the one who is able to seize (the meaning of “James”) God’s gifts (the meaning of “John”).

IV. Bartholomew was known as Nathanael. The Lord’s workers should deeply love (the meaning of “Philip”) God’s gifts (the meaning of “Nathanael”).

V. Since the workers of the Lord have received “the gifts of God” (the meaning of “Matthew”) from the Lord, they have to “seize” (the meaning of “James”) and use the gifts (See Matt. 25:14-21) and then the gifts of God will “change” (the meaning of “Alphaeus”) into the doubling (the meaning of “Thomas”) grace.

VI. The most important thing is to “earnestly listen to” (the meaning of “Simon the Canaite”) the Lord from one’s heart.

VII. The behavior of “worship” (the meaning of “Judas”) was superficial. Those who pretend to be workers of the Lord in appearance may betray the Lord.

The Blessings and Woes of Christians 

I. Blessed are you poor in spirit (v.20)------woe to you who are rich in this life (v.24). 

II. Blessed are you who hunger in spirit now (v.21a)------woe to you who are full in soul (v.25a).  

III. Blessed are you who weep for the spiritual conditions (v.21b)------woe to you who are laugh for the worldly conditions (v.25b).

IV. Blessed are you who are rejected by men for the sake of the Lord (v.22-23)------woe to you when all men speak well of you (v.26).

The Principles for Christians to Deal with Men 

I. Love your enemies (v.27, 32, 35).

II. Do good to those who do evil (v.27, 33, 35).


III. Bless others and pray for them (v.28).

IV. Bear the humiliation (v. 29).

V. Give to everyone who asks you and lend, hoping for nothing in return (v.30, 34-35). 

VI. Do not act with violence to those who treat us with violence (v.30b). 

VII. Just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise (v.31).

VIII. Be sons of the Most High and be merciful just as God the Father (v.35-36).

IX. Do not judge or condemn others and forgive others (v.37).

X. With the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you (v.38). 

XI. Do not be the master of many people (v.39-40). 

XII. First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother's eye (v.41-42). 

How to Be the Sons of the Most High 

I. We should love the enemies with the love of God (v.27, 35).

II. We should be kind to the unthankful and evil like God (v.27-35).

III. We should be as merciful as God (v.36).

IV. We should give generously like God (v.38).

V. We should learn from the Lord (v.39-40).

VI. We should deal with ourselves first and then we are able to help others (v. 41-42).

VII. We should live by God’s life and bear the fruit of God’s life (v.43-45).

VIII. We should do the word of the Lord and lay the foundation on the rock (v.46-49).

The Standards for Christians to Walk 

I. He should walk by the life of the Spirit instead of the natural life (v.43-44).

II. He should deal with his own intention and then there will be the normally outward manifestations (v.45).

III. He should not be the one who honors the Lord with mouth but does not do the word of the Lord (v.46).

IV. He hears the Lord’s sayings and does them is like a man building a house who laid the foundation on the rock (v.47-48).

V. He who heard the word of the Lord and did nothing is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, and immediately it fell (v.49).

Luke Chapter Seven
I. Content of the Chapter

The Compassion and Mercy of the Savior the Son of Man 

I. Towards the centurion------He healed his servant because He praised his faith (v.1-10). 

II. Towards the widow in the city called Nain------He raised her only son because He sympathized with her in her condition (v.11-17). 

III. Towards John the Baptist------He encouraged him before his disciples and praised him behind his back (v.18-35). 

IV. Towards the woman who was a sinner------His love was great and He forgave many sins (v.36-50). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 7:1 “Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum.”

YLT: “And when he completed all his sayings in the ears of the people, he went into Capernaum;”
Luke. 7:2 “And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready to die.”

YLT: “and a certain centurion’s servant being ill, was about to die, who was much valued by him,”
Literal Meaning: “a certain centurion” “Centurion” was an official title in the Roman Government and the centurion ruled one hundred soldiers at that time. Some people said that this centurion was a foreign officer under the domination of Herod the king. 

“Who was dear to him” shows the servant’s position in the heart of the centurion. 


Spiritual Meaning: the “centurion” here typifies the Gentile believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Thank the Lord! We, the gentiles partake in the salvation, actually. 

2) Salvation comes to the Jews first and then to the Gentiles (See Acts. 3:26, 13:46, Rom. 1:16, 11:11). 

3) This servant was both “dear to” his master and the Lord Jesus. The servants who are faithful to the lord and serve the Lord diligently will assuredly be acceptable to the Lord (See Eph. 6:6-8; Col. 3:22-24). 

Luke. 7:3 “So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come and heal his servant.”

YLT: “and having heard about Jesus, he sent unto him elders of the Jews, beseeching him, that having come he might thoroughly save his servant.”

Literal Meaning: “he sent elders of the Jews to Him” “elders” were the respected squires and leaders among the people. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s sons and daughters should concern others and always bring them to God and pray for them. 

2) It is the revelation of love for those who hallow the Lord to sympathize with their subordinates in their sufferings and pray for others and this is also the best example for believers to follow. 

Luke. 7:4 “And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving,”

YLT: “And they, having come near unto Jesus, were calling upon him earnestly, saying ‘He is worthy to whom thou shalt do this,”

Meaning of Words: “earnestly”: fervently, diligently. 


Literal Meaning: “the one for whom He should do this was deserving.” They said so because they did not know the grace of the Lord. Those who truly know the grace of the Lord will think themselves unworthy (See v.7). 

Luke. 7:5 “‘for he loves our nation, and has built us a synagogue.’”

YLT: “for he doth love our nation, and the synagogue he did build to us.’”

Literal Meaning: “love our nation” shows that he had good behaviors; “has built us a synagogue” shows that he led a good life of religion. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should not only live before men but also live before God. 

2) Those who truly love men assuredly love God and they are willing to help men to draw near to God and worship Him. 

Luke. 7:6 “Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, ‘Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof.”

YLT: “And Jesus was going on with them, and now when he is not far distant from the house the centurion sent unto him friends, saying to him, `Sir, be not troubled, for I am not worthy that under my roof thou mayest enter;”

Literal Meaning: “I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof” On one hand he thought himself unworthy and on the other he knew that the Lord surpassed the space. 

Luke. 7:7 “Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

YLT: “wherefore not even myself thought I worthy to come unto thee, but say in a word, and my lad shall be healed;”
Literal Meaning: “but say the word” The centurion really knew the authority and power of the Lord Jesus. He knew that the power to heal diseases was in the His words and therefore he only asked “the word” of the Lord and that was enough. 

  “And my servant will be healed” the “servant” in this verse is “child” in the original and it is a pronoun of kindness; it is different from the “servant” (v.2, 3, 8. 10) in other verses which indicates the “bondman”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the eyes of the Jewish elders, the centurion was “worthy” (See v.4), however, the centurion “thought himself unworthy”. Those who truly have the faith are humble. 
2) On one hand, believers should have good testimony of life before men so that they could praise that we are “worthy”. On the other, we should see that we are “unworthy” under the light of the Lord. 

3) “But say the word, and my servant will be healed”. The words which the Lord had spoken unto us are spirit and are life (John. 6:63). 
4) The Lord’s word was with authority (See Luke. 4:32). He upheld all things by the word of His power (Heb. 1:3). As long as we obtain “a word” from the Lord, the difficulties of our own or the assembly will be overcome.

5) Unless the Lord “touches” one (See Matt. 5:13), in vain are all the other touches. Unless the Lord “say the word”, in vain are all the others words. What believers need is the Lord’s “touch” and “the word” spoken by the Lord in person.

Luke. 7:8 “For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,' and he does it.’”

YLT: “for I also am a man placed under authority, having under myself soldiers, and I say to this [one], Go, and he goeth; and to another, Be coming, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doth [it].’”
Literal Meaning: the centurion knew that as long as he obeyed the higher-ups, he would have the authority to instruct his subordinates. Because he knew that the Lord was usually under the authority of the Father in heaven and therefore He has the power of God. The centurion learned that the power of the heavenly king was in His words from his own words which were with authority to his subordinates. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If you want to hold power, you have to learn to obey the authority. If you fully obey God, God’s power will be in you and His authority will make you dominate others. This is the requirement to gain power. 

2) At first we obey the Lord and then others may obey us.

3) This verse shows the relation between power and the word------power is the backing of word and the word is the manifestation of power.

Luke. 7:9 “When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, ‘I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!’”

YLT: “And having heard these things Jesus wondered at him, and having turned to the multitude following him, he said, ‘I say to you, not even in Israel so much faith did I find;’” 

Literal Meaning: “He marveled at him” It has been recorded two times in the Gospels that the Lord Jesus “marveled”. He marveled at the faith of the Gentiles at one time and at the other time He marveled at the unbelief of the children of Israel (See Mark. 6:6). 

“Such great faith” faith comes from our knowledge of the Lord because Jesus is the leader and completer of faith (Heb. 12:2). The people of Israel lacked the knowledge of the Lord and therefore they did not have “such great faith”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The faith of the centurion based on his knowledge of the authority of the Lord. If we have more knowledge of the Lord, we will have greater faith.

2) Faith is the key to use the heavenly authority. Men have to connect the authority of God with faith so as to bring in God’s power and blessing.

3) “Such great faith” indicates men’s faith in “the Lord’s word” is greater than men’s faith in “the Lord’s touch”. Generally, “touch” is more authentic than “the word” in men’s eyes. However the greater faith is that the Lord’s word is enough and there is no need of the Lord’s touch. 

4) When you have knowledge of the authority of the Lord, you will easily believe in God’s word. Those who have doubts about God’s words lack the knowledge of His authority. 

5) The more we know and believe the Lord, the more we could enjoy the grace of the Lord. Men’s faith is the capacity to receive blessing. God’s reward to men’s faith is determined by their faith and the greater men’s faith is, the more they will receive the reward of faith from God. 

Luke. 7:10 “And those who were sent, returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick.”

YLT: “and those sent, having turned back to the house, found the ailing servant in health.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The effect of faith is visible. 

2) Whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive (Matt. 21:22). 

Luke. 7:11 “Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd.”

YLT: “And it came to pass, on the morrow, he was going on to a city called Nain, and there were going with him many of his disciples, and a great multitude,”

Literal Meaning: “a city called Nain” the city called Nain was close to the southeast part of Nazareth which was the hometown of Jesus.  

Luke. 7:12 “And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her.”

YLT: “and as he came nigh to the gate of the city, then, lo, one dead was being carried forth, an only son of his mother, and she a widow, and a great multitude of the city was with her.”

Literal Meaning: “a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow” The dead one was the only son and his mother was a widow, showing that the hope of life was completely shattered. 

  “And a large crowd from the city was with her.” The description here is in contrast to “a large crowd went with Him” in the former verse. One group of men was carrying out the dead man and another group of men followed the Lord of life. When these two groups of men encountered with each other, this initiated the result of profound and lasting meaning. 

Luke. 7:13 “When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’”

YLT: “And the Lord having seen her, was moved with compassion towards her, and said to her, ‘Be not weeping;’”

Literal Meaning: “when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her” Here Luke suddenly called Jesus “the Lord” and this seemed to imply that He is “the Lord of life” and only Him could change the fact of death because only life is able to swallow up death (See 2Cor. 5:4). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our Lord is the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father (John. 1:18) and therefore He could feel men’s love to the only son (See 8:42; 9:38).

2) For God so loved us, that He gave His only begotten Son (John. 3:16); if we could know the feeling of the widow who had lost her only son, we could comprehend God’s love towards us. 

3) It was not the widow who found the Lord but the Lord came to find the widow. When we encounter misfortunes, He always takes the initiative to take care of us. 

Luke. 7:14 “Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’”

YLT: “and having come near, he touched the bier, and those bearing [it] stood still, and he said, ‘Young man, to thee I say, Arise;’”

Literal Meaning: “then He came and touched the open coffin”. Since the coffin was open, the dead young man sat up the moment he heard the words of the Lord (See v.15). 

Luke. 7:15 “So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother.”

YLT: “and the dead sat up, and began to speak, and he gave him to his mother;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though there were many people in the city called Nain sympathizing with the widow (See v.12), they could not give the true comfort to her broken heart. Only when one encountered the rising Christ will he be truly comforted. 

2) When we encounter great sufferings, we should not seek the help from men and we should turn to the Lord and only He could solve our problems. 

Luke. 7:16 “Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet has risen up among us’; and, ‘God has visited His people.’”

YLT: “and fear took hold of all, and they were glorifying God, saying ‘A great prophet hath risen among us,’ and ‘God did look upon His people.’”

The Background: in the age of the Old Testament, there were two great prophets rising the dead and one was Elijah who rose the son of the widow in Zarephath (1Kings. 17:20-23) and the other was Elisha who rose the son of the Shunammite (2Kings. 4:32-35). 

Luke. 7:17 “And this report about Him went throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.”

YLT: “And the account of this went forth in all Judea about him, and in all the region around.”

Literal Meaning: “went throughout all Judea” “Judea” originally indicates the middle and southern part of Palestine and this generally refers to the place where the Jews lived which included Galilee. 

Luke. 7:18 “Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things.”

YLT: “And the disciples of John told him about all these things,”

Literal Meaning: “John” indicates John the Baptist (See v.20). At that time, he himself was put in prison by Herod (See 3:20), however, his disciples could still visit him to receive instructions and spread the message. 

  “All these things” are the things that the Lord Jesus healed the wicked ones and rose the dead (See v.2-17).

Luke. 7:19 “And John, calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’”

YLT: “and John having called near a certain two of his disciples, sent unto Jesus, saying, ‘Art thou he who is coming, or for another do we look?’”

Meaning of Words: “another”: another man of the different kind.


Literal Meaning: “calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus” John the Baptist sent his disciples when he was in prison (See Matt. 11:2); “calling” showed that his intention to send his disciples was related to the things of Jesus that he had heard (See v.18). He may hold that: 

  1) The words and deeds of Jesus were not in accordance with his hope towards “the Messiah”. 

  2) Since Jesus could do these signs and wonders, why did not he deliver him from the prison? Therefore he sent his disciples to query the Lord Jesus. 

“Are You the Coming One” John meant that “Are You the Messiah (Christ)?” His words did not show his doubt about the Lord and the words showed his disappointment towards the Lord. 

  “Or do we look for another?” John used these words to urge the Lord with derision, hoping that He would show the works of the Messiah in order to lead the Jews to resist the Roman Empire and to revive the kingdom of Judah. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The moment that we confirmed that the Lord had the power to do things and He did nothing for us greatly tests men’s faith towards Him. 

2) Men are easy to doubt when they are in tribulations. Therefore when we are in danger or difficulty, we should take care lest we are taken in the devil’s craftiness to doubt the will of the Lord. 

3) When we are in tribulations, we should learn to look upon the Lord exclusively and not see the circumstances. 

4) We should thank God whether He has done something for us or not. The Lord has good will whether He has done something or not. 

5) Men’s natural patience is limited. After someone has waited a long period of time, gradually he will become impatient and even complain the Lord. 

6) When John was in prison, he held that his difficulty was so great and urgent that the Lord should lay down anything else to solve his problem. Many workers of the Lord are not serving the Lord but asking the Lord to serve them. 

Luke. 7:20 “When the men had come to Him, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for another?’”

YLT: “And having come near to him, the men said, ‘John the Baptist sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he who is coming, or for another do we look?’”
Luke. 7:21 “And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; and to many blind He gave sight.”

YLT: “And in that hour he cured many from sicknesses, and plagues, and evil spirits, and to many blind he granted sight.”

Meaning of Words: “cured”: warm, serve, heal; “of infirmities”: whip, malady, suffering; “gave”: give kindly.  


Literal Meaning: “that very hour” indicates the time when the disciples of John the Baptist came to ask Jesus. Luke here intended to prove that the Messiah who was predicted in the Old Testament was spoken concerning the Lord Jesus through the deeds that He had done (See v.22).

Luke. 7:22 “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them.”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said to them, `Having gone on, report to John what ye saw and heard, that blind men do see again, lame do walk, lepers are cleansed, deaf do hear, dead are raised, poor have good news proclaimed;”

The Background: in the time of the Old Testament, nobody had seen the sign that “the blind see”. However, it was predicted through Isaiah the prophet that when the Messiah comes, He would make the eyes of the blind open (Is. 35:5). 

Literal Meaning: “Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard” When the Lord was questioned and offended by John the Baptist, He did not regard him as disobedient. Contrarily He further revealed Himself to John. “The things you have heard” are the Lord’s teachings (words) and “the things you have seen” are the wonders (deeds) done by the Lord.

  “That the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them.” the Lord used these things that He had done as evidence to make John the Baptist know that He is the Messiah. 

Spiritual Meaning: various kinds of people in this verse symbolize the different states of us before we were saved:

   1) “The blind” symbolize those whose thoughts have been blinded by the god of this world (2Cor. 4:4).

   2) “The lame” symbolize those who are unable to walk in the God’s commanded way (Acts. 3:2-9). 

   3) “The lepers” symbolize those who are rebellious and unclean in God’s sight (Num. 12:1-10). 

   4) “The deaf” symbolize those who could not hear the voice of God (Is. 29:18). 

   5) “The dead” symbolize those who are dead in their offences and sins (Eph. 2:1). 

   6) “The poor” symbolize those who have no hope and without God in the world (Eph 2:12). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) John the Baptist formerly knew the Lord, however, he was weak here. The Lord’s answer to him is about the knowledge of Himself (See v.4-5). It shows that the more knowledge of the Lord is the deliverance to those who are weak. 

2) The effect of the Lord’s work cannot be measured by sight and therefore we should follow the Lord by our inner knowledge of Him instead of the outer conditions. 

3) “Hearing” is listed before “seeing” in this verse and this shows that Christ’s teachings (the Lord’s words) are more important than His conduct (signs). It is better for one to hear ten sentences of God’s words than to see ten signs. The extreme Charismatic Christians pay more attention to God’s signs than His words. This is the action of putting the incidental before the fundamental.

4) One still needs to be revealed after he has revelations. One still needs to see God’s appearance after he has seen God’s appearance. The new revelation and appearance shall make us be renewed our strength. If there is no vision, there will be no power. 

5) “The blind see” is the first step of salvation. The Lord firstly opened our eyes and we may turn from darkness to light (Acts. 26:18).
6) The Lord opens our eyes, strengthens our feet to walk in the Lord’s way (Heb. 12:12-13), leads captive our formerly rebellious to Him (2Kings. 5:9-14), makes us hear the Lord’s voice (John. 10:27), know the power of His resurrection (Pill. 3:10) and enjoy the unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8). 
Luke. 7:23 “And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.’”

YLT: “and happy is he whoever may not be stumbled in me.’”

Meaning of Words: “offended”: take offence, dislike, and stumble.


Literal Meaning: the Lord here implies that John the Baptist may be offended because of Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The name of the Lord is “a stone of stumbling and rock of offence” (Rom. 9:33). If believers do not have enough knowledge of the Lord, they will probably be offended because of Him. 

2) We should pray to the Lord that we could know Him increasingly and continually so that we won’t be offended because of Him. 

3) John the Baptist blamed the Lord because he was unsatisfied with what the Lord had done. Anyone who is unpleasant with what the Lord has done would be offended easily. 

4) We should never study the Bible with our own conceptions. We may be offended because of Him when the works and deeds of the Lord Jesus recorded in the Bible are not in agreement with what we except. 

5) Let him that thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall (1Cor. 10:12). 

6) Blessed is one who has not been offended when the Lord seemed to do nothing for him who is in trouble. 

7) Blessed is the one who willingly receives the circumstances and ways arranged by the Lord without any complaint. 

8) When we are in tribulations, we should learn to look upon the Lord exclusively and not see the circumstance, and then we are able to praise the Lord without dissatisfaction or complaints. 

9) When we have learnt that we should not “blame” the Lord, our mourning will be turned into joy and tears will be turned into mirth. 

10) Revelation and trial are relative. The revelation given by God to John the Baptist is great and so is his trial. Great trial will bring in greater revelation. 

11) The Lord’s appearance is the power that strengthens us. Only those who see the Lord Jesus in spirit will not be offended. 

Luke. 7:24 “When the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?”

YLT: “And the messengers of John having gone away, he began to say unto the multitudes concerning John: `What have ye gone forth to the wilderness to look on? a reed by the wind shaken?”

Meaning of Words: “see”: look closely at.


The Background: When John the Baptist started to preach, he was in “the wilderness” of Judah (See 3:2). At that time, all Judean went “out” to John (See 3:7). 

Literal Meaning: “when the messengers of John had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John” The Lord encouraged him in the presence of the disciples of John (See v.22-23) and praised him behind their back (See v.24-28). 

  “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?” It means that men wouldn’t go purposely to see ordinary things. 


Spiritual Meaning: “reed” is easy to be broken (Matt. 12:20) and it symbolizes fragile men (1Kings. 14:15). In this verse the Lord meant that when John, the forerunner of Christ, was preaching in the wilderness, he was not weak. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A natural man likes to praise others in the presence of them and speak ill of others behind their back. However the example of the Lord Jesus is just opposite to this. 

2) Open rebuke is better than hidden love (Prov. 27:5). We should praise others behind their back lest they feel proud. 

3) John the Baptist bore witness to Christ previously (See 3:16-17) and the Lord Jesus bore witness to him here. Whoever bears witness to Christ before men, him the Lord will testify before men (See 12:8).

4) The state of John the Baptist at this moment was like “a reed shaken by the wind”. However the Lord is merciful and He shall not break a bruised reed (Matt. 12:20). 
Luke. 7:25 “But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those who are gorgeously appareled and live in luxury are in kings' courts.”

YLT: “but what have ye gone forth to see? a man in soft garments clothed? lo, they in splendid apparellings, and living in luxury, are in the houses of kings!”

Meaning of Words: “see”: be aware of, by implication to know, and perceive (it is different from the “see” in v.24). 


Literal Meaning: “in soft garments”: panoply in the palace. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a man clothed in soft garments” symbolizes the man who takes forethought for the flesh (Rom. 13:14). The Lord here meant that you should not hold that John was a man who sought ease. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The ordinary people like to know others according to the flesh------utterance, knowledge, wearing, making up and etc and do not look upon their hearts (See 1Sam. 16:7). 

2) Workers of the Lord should be strong (See v.24) and should not enjoy high position or live in ease and comfort. 

Luke. 7:26 “But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.”

YLT: “`But what have ye gone forth to see? a prophet? Yes, I say to you, and much more than a prophet:”

Meaning of Words: “see”: be aware of, know by implication, and perceive (it is different from the “see” in v.24).


Literal Meaning: “prophet” is the one who speaks for God.

  John the Baptist not only spoke for the Lord, but also introduced Christ to men. Therefore he was more than a prophet. Moreover, John was the landmark of the transition of times------a person from the time of the prophets (the law) to the time of grace------therefore “he is more than a prophet”.


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord, instead of a man, judges whether someone is great or not. 

2) Personal experience of Christ (John the Baptist) is more useful than the talk of the intangible Christ (the prophet). 
Luke. 7:27 “This is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.'”

YLT: “this is he concerning whom it hath been written, Lo, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way before thee;”

Literal Meaning: “it is written”: it is quoted from Mal. 3:1

  “I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.” This sentence shows that the ministry of John the Baptist is to prepare the way for Christ and prepare men’s hearts to receive Him.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When John the Baptist was weak temporarily, on one side the Lord further revealed Himself to encourage him (v.22-23) and on the other He bore strong witness to him before men (v.24-28). It shows that:

     a) The Lord never hit a person when he is down. It is not the spirit of Christ to flatter someone when he is strong and to condemn someone when he is weak. 

     b) The Lord is able to sympathize with our infirmities (Heb. 4:15) and He never forgets men’s faithfulness towards Him. 

     c) The Lord purposely bears strong witness to His servant in order to stop men’s excessive criticism to him when he is weak. 

2) We should learn to fear God and do not judge the Lord’s servants, especially when they are weak. It is this principle that David did not dare to offend Saul. 

3) The primary task for the Lord’s servants is to prepare the way for the Lord. Any work that could not let the Lord have more way to work in men’s hearts is not serving the Lord. 

Luke. 7:28 “For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.’”

YLT: “for I say to you, a greater prophet, among those born of women, than John the Baptist there is not; but the least in the reign of God is greater than he.’”

Meaning of Words: “least”: little one. 


Literal Meaning: “among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist.” Here the so-called greatness does not mean the highness of status or the greatness of ministry, but the closeness of relation between men and Christ. Those who were born of women, such as Abraham, Moses, Elias and other great men, only had seen Christ “from afar off” (Heb. 11:13). However John the Baptist saw Christ with his eyes. Therefore he was greater than them. 

  “But he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” “Who is least in the kingdom of heaven” are the ordinary believers and Christ dwells in them (Col. 1:27). However John the Baptist only knew Christ in the flesh. Therefore believers are greater than he. Moreover, the least believer in the New Testament is a portion of the assembly, i.e. a portion of the bride of Christ (See Eph. 5:25-27, 32). John the Baptist was only a friend of the bridegroom (John. 3:29). Therefore believers are greater than John the Baptist from this angle. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Whether one is great or not depends on his relation with Christ. The closer one is to Christ, the greater he is. 

2) Any one who is born of water and of Spirit can enter into the kingdom of God (John. 3:5). This verse implies us that the life that is born of Spirit is more precious than the flesh that is born of the worm of his mother (“born of women”). 
Luke. 7:29 “And when all the people heard Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John.”

YLT: “And all the people having heard, and the tax-gatherers, declared God righteous, having been baptized with the baptism of John,”

Literal Meaning: “justified God” It means that one confesses that he is sinful and it is reasonable that God requires men to repent and be baptized. 

Luke. 7:30 “But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him.”

YLT: “but the Pharisees, and the lawyers, the counsel of God did put away for themselves, not having been baptized by him.”

Meaning of Words: “reject”: cast away, abandon. 


Literal Meaning: “lawyers” indicate the teachers of the Law, i.e. the scribes. 

  “Rejected the will of God for themselves.” It means that they rejected God’s salvation that He has prepared for men. They rejected the baptism of John the Baptist, i.e. they rejected what God had entrusted John the Baptist (See 3:2-6) and therefore they rejected the will of God. 

Luke. 7:31 “And the Lord said, "To what then shall I liken the men of this generation, and what are they like?”

YLT: “And the Lord said, `To what, then, shall I liken the men of this generation? and to what are they like?”
Luke. 7:32 “They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, saying: ‘We played the flute for you, And you did not dance; We mourned to you, And you did not weep.'”


YLT: “they are like to children, to those sitting in a market-place, and calling one to another, and saying, We piped to you, and ye did not dance, we mourned to you, and ye did not weep!”

Literal Meaning: “playing the flute” is like what men do in the wedding; “mourning” is like what men do in the funeral. The Lord meant that men of this generation are as stubborn as children who neither play the game of the wedding (playing the flute and dancing) nor play in the procession of the funeral (mourning and lamenting). 

  The Lord is merciful to the sinners and sat down with sinners (See 5:29-32), just as “playing the flute” to men. John the Baptist condemned men’s sins bluntly and asked men to repent (See 3:7-9), just as “mourning” to men. 

Spiritual Meaning: “we played the flute for you, and you did not dance.” It is a metaphor to show that we preach the glad tidings of God’s grace to the world, however, men are untouched. 

  “We mourned to you, and you did not lament.” It is a metaphor to show that we preach the warning news of God’s righteous judgment, however, men are unwilling to repent. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The days are evil and easily make men foolish (Eph. 5:16-17), “ignorant like children” and insensitive to the Lord and the things of the Lord 

2) We should not be children in minds but be grown (1Cor. 14:20). 
3) Rejoice with those that rejoice, weep with those that weep. Have the same respect one for another (Rom. 12:15-16). 
4) Not dancing when others play the flute or lamenting when others mourn show that the people of Israel lack the spiritual feelings and reactions. How common this phenomenon is in God’s children today. 

5) Believers should have the spirit of meekness. On one hand we should rejoice in God and everything that is of God (Luke. 1:47). On the other we should mourn in everything that is besides God (Matt. 5:4). 

Luke. 7:33 “For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.'”

YLT: “`For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and ye say, He hath a demon;”

Literal Meaning: “neither eating bread” He ate locusts and wild honey (See Mark. 1:6) that were totally different from the food of the ordinary men. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Lord was busy serving the folk and cannot even eat bread, men said that He was out of His mind (Mark. 3:20-21). When believers hold heavy burdens in spirit so that they cannot eat or drink as usual (fasting), they are treated as “strangers” by others. 

2) Christians are not ascetic. It is not their purpose for not to eat or drink, or not get along with the world. Concerning everything that may draw us into the world, we should choose what we should choose and reject what we should reject in spite of others’ criticism. 
Luke. 7:34 “The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!'”

YLT: “the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and ye say, Lo, a man, a glutton, and a wine drinker, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners;”

Literal Meaning: “The Son of Man has come eating and drinking” “The Son of Man” is the Lord Jesus (Matt. 16:13). “Eating and drinking” shows that His food and drink is the same as that of the ordinary men. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) John neither ate nor drank and the Lord ate and drank. They did not condemn each other for their contrary states. We should permit others to have the absolute freedom in their life styles. It is the most foolish to condemn and interfere in what is different from us. 

2) In the eyes of the Jews, “neither eating nor drinking” and “eating and drinking” are both wrong. When men have their own opinions, they are unable to accept others’ behaviors and it is wrong in their eyes no matter how others act.  

3) Christianity is not “neither eating nor drinking” nor “eating and drinking”. What Christianity values is not men’s outer actions but their inner intentions. 

4) For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). 
Luke. 7:35 “But wisdom is justified by all her children.’”

YLT: “and the wisdom was justified from all her children.’”

Literal Meaning: “But wisdom is justified by all her children.” It shows that though John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus had different ways of life, they were all right according to the results of conducts of their wisdom. 


Spiritual Meaning: “But wisdom is justified by all her children.” “Wisdom” is Christ (1Cor. 1:24, 30); “Her children” are those who fear God (See Prov. 9:10). Those who fear God do not judge by appearance but look upon Christ in everything and hold His guidance as foundation. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should not measure things with the material sight which would make us haggle over the outer forms and ways (See v.33-34). We should measure everything with Christ’s sight because Christ is our wisdom (1Cor. 1:30).

2) Those who take fast hold of Christ are the “children of wisdom”. It is the true wisdom that we “justify” what Christ has justified. 

3) Only those who have spiritual sights and truly fear God can know the Lord’s deeds. 

4) Christ is justified by those who are of Christ and seek Christ. The salvation arranged by God is justified by those who receive the Lord. 

5) What believers should do their utmost to seek is the Lord Himself instead of ways, teachings, reasons or experience. It is not the Lord’s grace but the Lord who gives grace. 
Luke. 7:36 “Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee's house, and sat down to eat.”

YLT: “And a certain one of the Pharisees was asking him that he might eat with him, and having gone into the house of the Pharisee he reclined (at meat),” 

Literal Meaning: “asked Him to eat with him” according to his indifferent and unreasonable attitude towards Jesus, the reason why he invited Jesus may be the enmity or his curiosity towards the Lord. Probably he wanted to utilize His prestige (See v.17).

Luke. 7:37 “And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil,”

YLT: “and lo, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having known that he reclineth (at meat) in the house of the Pharisee, having provided an alabaster box of ointment,”

Meaning of Words: “brought”: to provide for, to carry off. 


Literal Meaning: “a woman in the city who was a sinner” The story that a woman anointed the Lord with fragrant oil which was recorded in these verses (v.36-50) was different from the case that Mary anointed the Lord. The reasons are as follows: 

  A. The locations were different: “the city” here was in Galilee; Mary anointed the Lord in Bethany that was close to Jerusalem (See Matt. 26:6).

  B. The times were different: this case happened in the middle term of the Lord’s preaching; Mary anointed the Lord in the last period of the Lord’s preaching (See John. 12:1-8).  

  C. The characters were different: this woman was “a sinner” and she may be a harlot. Mary was a woman who loved the Lord (See 10:38-42) and was respected by men (See John. 11:31, 45).

  D. The lords who made the dinner were different: though the name of both men was “Simon” (See v.40), the lord here was a proud “Pharisee” (See v.39, 44-46) and that one was “Simon the leper” (See Mark. 14:3).

Luke. 7:38 “and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil.”

YLT: “and having stood behind, beside his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with the tears, and with the hairs of her head she was wiping, and was kissing his feet, and was anointing with the ointment.”

The Background: “stood at His feet behind Him weeping” when the Jews attended the dinner in the days of old, they laid on their side on the bed, with their heads near the table and their feet stretching to the back. Therefore when others stood at one’s feet, his normal dinner and dialogue were not disturbed. 


Literal Meaning: “stood at His feet behind Him weeping” It means humbleness, repentance and gratitude. 


Spiritual Meaning: “wiped them with the hair of her head” “hair” is the glory to women (See 1Cor. 11:15). This woman wiped the lowest part of the Lord (feet) with her most glorious part and this symbolizes that she cast her crown at the feet of the Lord (See Rev. 4:10). 

  “She kissed His feet” symbolizes that she valued and appreciated everything of the Lord with love. 
  “Anointed them with the fragrant oil” symbolizes that she devoted herself to the Lord as the sweet sacrifice. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers in the assembly were “sinners” originally; those who truly know that they are sinners and have received the grace of the Lord will always thank and love the Lord and dedicate themselves to the Lord. 

2) The moment the fragrant oil was anointed, the whole house was full of the sweet fragrance. Everyone who dedicates all to the Lord for the sake of loving the Lord is a witness of fragrance to others who are around him.

3) Many people desire the salvation of the Lord but do not desire the Lord Himself; many people value the Lord’s blessing but do not value the Lord Himself. What do we desire? Everything that is beside the Lord? Or the Lord Himself? 
4) Unto to those who believe the Lord is precious (1Pet. 2:7). Our dedication to the Lord indicates our evaluation towards the Lord. 

5) For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again (2Cor. 5:14-15).

6) One’s being saved must make him dedicate himself to the Lord. The salvation that could not make one dedicate himself to the Lord is not complete. 
Luke. 7:39 “Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, ‘This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.’”

YLT: “And the Pharisee who did call him, having seen, spake within himself, saying, `This one, if he were a prophet, would have known who and of what kind [is] the woman who doth touch him, that she is a sinner.’”

Literal Meaning: Simon thought that this woman was a sinner and he himself was not a sinner. He doubted that the Lord may not know that this woman was a sinner. 

Luke. 7:40 “And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ So he said, ‘Teacher, say it.’”

YLT: “And Jesus answering said unto him, `Simon, I have something to say to thee;’ and he saith, ‘Teacher, say on.’”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus answered and said to him” Jesus answered the murmur in the heart of Simon (See v.39), showing that He knows all things. 

Luke. 7:41 “‘There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.”

YLT: “`Two debtors were to a certain creditor; the one was owing five hundred denaries, and the other fifty;”

The Background: at that time, the wage of an ordinary worker was about a denarius a day (See Matt. 20:2). 


Spiritual Meaning: “a certain creditor” indicates the Lord Himself. 

  “Who had two debtors” “Debtors” shows that all come short of the glory of God because they all have sinned (Rom. 3:23). “Two” implies that Simon and that woman were both sinners. Both of them were debtors of the Lord and they both needed His remission. 

  “One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.” This shows that men feel different concerning their debts of sins to the Lord. 

Luke. 7:42 “And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?’”

YLT: “and they not having [wherewith] to give back, he forgave both; which then of them, say thou, will love him more?’”

Literal Meaning: “which of them will love him more?” The question of the Lord did not show that love is the cause for one to be forgiven. It meant that love is the consequence for one who has been forgiven. 


Spiritual Meaning: “they had nothing with which to repay” It shows that all sinners had nothing with which to repay their debts of sin to God. 

Luke. 7:43 “Simon answered and said, ‘I suppose the one whom he forgave more.’ And He said to him, ‘You have rightly judged.’”

YLT: “And Simon answering said, `I suppose that to whom he forgave the more;’ and he said to him, ‘Rightly thou didst judge.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We have received the uncountable grace and remissions from the Lord and therefore we should love Him more. 

2) If we want to love the Lord more deeply, we should often count the grace of the Lord.  

Luke. 7:44 “Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.”

YLT: “And having turned unto the woman, he said to Simon, `Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; water for my feet thou didst not give, but this woman with tears did wet my feet, and with the hairs of her head did wipe;”

Spiritual Meaning: at that time the elementary rule for the Jews to serve the guests was that 1) when the guest entered the house, the lord commanded the servant to give him water to wash his feet; 2) the lord would kiss the guest (See v.45); 3) the lord would anoint his head with oil (See v.46). 


Literal Meaning: “gave him water to wash His feet and wipe them up” was in contrast to “she has washed My feet with tears and wiped them with the hair of her head”.

Luke. 7:45 “You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in.”

YLT: “a kiss to me thou didst not give, but this woman, from what [time] I came in, did not cease kissing my feet;”

Literal Meaning: “kiss” was in contrast to “kiss My feet” 

Luke. 7:46 “You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil.”

YLT: “with oil my head thou didst not anoint, but this woman with ointment did anoint my feet;”

Literal Meaning: “anoint the head with oil” was in contrast to “anoint the feet with fragrant oil”. 

Luke. 7:47 “Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.’”

YLT: “therefore I say to thee, her many sins have been forgiven, because she did love much; but to whom little is forgiven, little he doth love.’”

Literal Meaning: this verse would be misunderstood easily that the one who loved much will be forgiven more and the one who loved little will be forgiven little. On the contrary, the Lord meant that she loved much, proving that to her many were forgiven and the one who loved little, proving that to him little was forgiven. Whether we love much or little is not the reason for whether we are forgiven many or little but the consequent and expression for whether we are forgiven many or little. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The more deeply we feel that our sins have been forgiven, the more we will love the Lord. 

2) The one who is rarely aware of his sins does not desire the Lord. The more deeply one is aware of his sins, the more he desires the salvation of the Lord and therefore the more he loves the Lord. 

3) If we remember that how our sins have been forgiven by the Lord, we have to love the Lord. If one day we cannot be moved by the cross, this proves that we have fallen. 

4) This woman who was sinner did not say anything and she only did three things at the feet of the Lord (See v.44-46). The Lord praised her that she “loved much”. The actual deeds of love touch the heart of the Lord more, compared with millions of words of love. 

5) The Lord’s judgment in this verse shows that though Simon the Pharisee took a dinner for the Lord, what he did was inferior to what the woman who was sinner had done for the Lord. In the eyes of the Lord, He valued our love towards Him instead of the works that we had done for Him. 
Luke. 7:48 “Then He said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’”

YLT: “And he said to her, `Thy sins have been forgiven;’”

Literal Meaning: “Your sins are forgiven” the Lord did not say that, “I forgive yours sins right now” but “Your sins are forgiven” (“are forgiven” is in the perfect term “have been forgiven”). This woman who was a sinner had been forgiven by the Lord when she stood at the Lord’s feet behind Him weeping (See v.38). The Lord at that time stated and declared the thing that had been done. 
Luke. 7:49 “And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives sins?’”

YLT: “and those reclining with him (at meat) began to say within themselves, ‘Who is this, who also doth forgive sins?’”
Luke. 7:50 “Then He said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.’”

YLT: “and he said unto the woman, `Thy faith have saved thee, be going on to peace.’”

Literal Meaning: “Your faith has saved you” shows that faith is the true reason for one to be saved. 

  “Go in peace.” “Peace” is the state of peace after one’s sins have been forgiven. Peace is not the peace of circumstances but the state of peace (See John. 16:33).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith brings in the salvation and the salvation brings in peace. 

2) Everyone who comes to the Lord will not only be forgiven his sins but also the peace of Christ will be filled in him and this makes him to walk forth. Therefore we should often come to draw near to Him. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Mercy and Condescension of the Savior the Son of Man 

I. He condescended the Jewish elders who did not know the honor of the Lord (v.3, 6). 

II. He sympathized with the widow who lost her only son and took the initiative to raise her son (v.12-15). 

III. He condescended Simon the Pharisee who neglected the Lord and went to sit with him (v.36-46). 

IV. He condescended the sinner who was despised by men and received her expression of love (v.47-50). 

The Comparisons in This Chapter 

I. The comparison between the Jewish elders and the Gentile centurion: 

  A. The elders thought that one could receive grace by works; the centurion thought himself unworthy (v.4, 7).

  B. The elders asked the Lord to help him; the centurion thought that there was no need for the Lord to come to his house and only asked the Lord to say the word (v.6-7). 

  C. The elders only knew the power of the Lord; the centurion knew the authority of the Lord (v.4, 8). 

  D. The elders asked the Lord according to reasons; the centurion asked the Lord in faith (v.5, 9).

II. The comparison between the group of people who followed the Lord and the large crowd who carried out the dead man with the widow: 

  A. One was the group of life and the other was the group of death (v.11-12).

  B. One was able to raise the dead and the other could bury the dead only (v.12, 15).

  C. One was able to make men rejoice and the other could not cease men from crying (v.13, 15).

III. The comparison between Simon the Pharisee and the woman who was a sinner: 

  A. The Pharisee asked the Lord to attend the dinner and he did not know Him; that woman knew that He is the Savior and therefore she stood at His feet weeping (v.38-39).

  B. The Pharisee did not know that he was a sinner; that woman knew that she was a sinner (v.39).

  C. The Pharisee did not give the Lord water to wash His feet; that woman washed His feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head (v.44).

  D. The Pharisee did not kiss the Lord; that woman did not cease to kiss His feet (v.45).

  E. The Pharisee did not anoint the Lord’s head with oil; that woman anointed His feet with fragrant oil (v.46).

  F. The Pharisee did not except that the Lord would forgive men’s sins and therefore he had not been forgiven by the Lord; that woman had faith towards the Lord and therefore she had been forgiven by the Lord (v. 48-50).
What Is “Such Great Faith” (v.9)? 

I. He thinks himself little------I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof; therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You (v.6-7). 

II. He thinks the Lord great------say the word, and my servant will be healed (v.7). 

The Total Statement of the Salvation (v.22) 

I. The blind see------men’s thoughts are opened. 

II. The lame walk------men are able to walk in the way of God with strength. 

III. The lepers are cleansed------men’s sins are cleansed. 

IV. The deaf hear------men could hear the voice of God. 

V. The dead are raised------men obtain the life of resurrection of the Lord. 

VI. The poor have the gospel preached to them------men could have the spiritual richness. 

Luke Chapter Eight
I. Content of the Chapter

The Believers of the Savior the Son of Man 

I. The fellow-working of the twelve disciples and the provision of substance from the women (v.1-3). 

II. The parable of the sower------the relation between the word and men’s hearts (v.4-15). 

III. The parable of lighting a lamp------the relation between witness and recipience (v.16-18). 

IV. Those who hear the word of the Lord and do it are the Lord’s real relatives (v.19-21). 

The Authority of the Savior the Son of Man

I. The winds and water obeyed Him (v.22-25).

II. He cast the demons into the herd of swine (v.26-39).

III. He rose the daughter of Jairus (v.40-42, 49-56).

IV. He healed the woman who had the flow of blood (v.43-48). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 8:1 “Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him,”


YLT: “And it came to pass thereafter, that he was going through every city and village, preaching and proclaiming good news of the reign of God, and the twelve [are] with him,”

Literal Meaning: “He went through every city and village” Jesus had preached for a period of time in the land of Judaea before (See John. 2:13-5:47); after He returned to Galilee from Judaea, He began to preach around the center of Capernaum (Luke. 4:16-7:50). From here, He went through every city and village and preached there one by one. 

Luke. 8:2 “and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities--Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons,”


YLT: “and certain women, who were healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary who is called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone forth,”

Literal Meaning: “Mary called Magdalene” This appellation was used to separate her from Mary of Bethany and other “Mary”s because Mary was a common name. After the Lord Jesus rose from the dead, He first appeared to Mary called Magdalene (Mark. 16:9). 

Luke. 8:3 “and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who provided for Him from their substance.”


YLT: “and Joanna wife of Chuza, steward of Herod, and Susanna, and many others, who were ministering to him from their substance.”

Literal Meaning: “Chuza, Herod's steward” Herod’s steward was the one who managed the wealth of the royal family of Herod and he had the high social position. 

  “Who provided for Him from their substance” It shows that when Jesus and His disciples went out to preach, they did not provide for themselves by wonders but by the substance of these women who served them silently. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the ministry of the Lord, the cooperation of the twelve disciples with the Lord (See v.1) and the service and substance of the women (See v.2-3) are both needed. 

2) Believers should also learn the good example of these women and devote our service and substance to the Lord and His work for the sake of loving the Lord. 

Luke. 8:4 “And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable:”


YLT: “And a great multitude having gathered, and those who from city and city were coming unto him, he spake by a simile:”
Meaning of Words: “parable”: illustration, example. 

Literal Meaning: “He spoke by a parable” “parable” is a way to express profound truth with things everyone is familiar with. If the parables are not opened, men will still linger in their vague ideas. And men’s understanding of the parable is determined by whether the listeners truly seek the Lord. The parable is of no help to those who do not truly seek the Lord and they do not quiet understand the parable. 

Luke. 8:5 “‘A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.”


YLT: “`The sower went forth to sow his seed, and in his sowing some indeed fell beside the way, and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the heaven did devour it.”

The Background: according to the custom in the land of Palestine, sometimes farmers sow first and then plough the land. There were small ways and allays through the fields. The come-and-go made most of the lands hard and the seed was exposed on the ground as the food of birds.

Spiritual Meaning: “a sower went out to sow his seed”, “a sower” referred to the Lord Himself. “Seed” was the word of God (See v.11). Seed has life and the life grows, showing that there is life in the word of God (See John. 6:63). Seed grows in the field and the field is men’s heart (See v.12-15). 

“Some fell by the wayside” “way” is the place where men communicate with each other. “Wayside” symbolizes the heart that communicates with and receives worldly things randomly. 
“And the birds of the air devoured it.” “The birds” symbolize the devil (See v.12).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We have been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever (1Pet. 1:23).

2) There is life in the Lord’s word and the life grows. We should mix the word of the Lord that we have heard with faith and then the word of the Lord would profit us (See Heb. 4:2).
3) Men’s “hearts” are the battlefield of God and Satan. The reason why men reject the Lord and do not receive the word of the Lord is that the devil has blinded the thoughts of men (2Cor. 4:4). 

4) The hearts of “wayside” have received various kinds of conceptions. Those preconceived ideas weaken the effect of God’s word in their hearts.

5) If our hearts are busy communicating with thousands of persons and things all the day, there will be no room for the word of God in our hearts. Even if we hear the word of God, it is still in vain.

6) The hearts of “wayside” also indicate the hardened hearts. There is no stamping ground for the “word” and therefore the word will be devoured.

Luke. 8:6 “Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture.”


YLT: “`And other fell upon the rock, and having sprung up, it did wither, through not having moisture.”

Meaning of Words: “withered”: dry up, be ripe. 

Literal Meaning: “Some fell on rock” “rock” indicates big and rocky stones and on which there is a thin layer of soil. 

  “As soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture” “Sprang up” indicates that the sprout grows. Because the layer of soil is very thin and the moisture of the soil evaporates very quickly, the young sprout withers easily.  

Spiritual Meaning: “Some fell on rock” “Rock” indicates the land that has not been ploughed, symbolizing the heart of men who live by natural love and whose depth of heart has not been dealt with. Therefore their hearts are still as hard as rock (See Ezek. 37:26). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should take root downward and bear fruit upward (Is. 37:31). If we want the word of God to take effect in us, we have to let the word of the Lord be rooted and founded in our hearts.

2) We must let the Lord remove the hardness of our hearts (“rock”) and then the word of the Lord will be rooted and developed in our hearts.

3) If one does not deal with any hidden sin or lust of the flesh, it will make his heart hardened as “rock” so that there will be no room for the word of God to grow in his heart. 

4) If Satan could not take away the word of life out of men’s hearts (See v.12) and make them have no impression of the word, it would make men stay in “the surface layer” and not pursue deeply though they have received the word. 

5) The cross does not only separate sinners------whoever is saved, or whoever will perish. Besides, it also separates believers------whoever is the overcomer, or whoever is the loser. 

Luke. 8:7 “And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it.”


YLT: “`And other fell amidst the thorns, and the thorns having sprung up with it, did choke it.”

Meaning of Words: “choked”: crowd, drown, throng. 

Literal Meaning: “and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it.” It means that the necessary space for plants to grow is deprived by the thrones so that the plants cannot receive their necessary sunlight and nutriment. 

Spiritual Meaning: “thorns”, they were yielded after God cursed the earth because of man’s falling (Gen. 3:17-18). Thorns symbolized things out of natural life, including the cares, riches and pleasures of life (See v.14). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If the devil can not tumble a believer with persecution, it will choke him by deceitfulness and delusions, making him only maintain his life and bear no fruit. 

2) We can not love the world and God’s word together in our heart. The double-minded believers are unable to be perfected unto maturity. 

3) The heart of “thorns” has never been dealt with. On one hand it is not favorable for the growth of God’s word. On the other, it may easily hurt others. 

4) Thorns are able to grow without men’s sowing. Men do not need to be taught to covet, be anxious, or commit sins------all these are inborn. 

5) What really matters is whether men have enough room for the working of God’s word in their hearts. Some are free outwardly but are choked in their hearts. Some are restrained outwardly but are broad inwardly.

6) Satan often mixes something that is neither life nor of Christ into the life of Christ in order to prevent Christ’s life in us from growing freely or from gaining necessary standing. 

Luke. 8:8 “But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.’ When He had said these things He cried, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear!’”


YLT: “`And other fell upon the good ground, and having sprung up, it made fruit an hundred fold.’ These things saying, he was calling, ‘He having ears to hear let him hear.’” 
Spiritual Meaning: “others fell on good ground” “good ground”, it means that such ground has few (or even not) the previous three states in v.5-7. Good ground enables God’s word to root deeply in men’s hearts and there is enough room for the life of God’s word to bear fruit upward. 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” “Hears” are the most important organs for men to receive the word of the kingdom of God. First we have to “hear” the word of God and then the word will start to take effect in our “hearts”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Three kinds of ground among the previous four ones are not good and only the last one is the good ground that is able to bear full fruit by the Lord. The way to attain fullness is straitened and the gate is always narrow and they are few who find it (Matt. 7:13-14).

2) What is primary in the kingdom of God is man’s heart. It is impossible for one to reach fullness in the spirit if his heart is wrong. Therefore we should keep our hearts more than anything that is guarded (Prov. 4:23).

3) One’s heart belongs to the man himself. To be what kind of man is totally depended on what kind of man he desires to be, even God cannot force him. 

4) The Lord values not only whether we have life but also the condition that we bear fruit. 

5) God “purges and deals with” us through the cross------this is the condition for us to bring forth more fruit (John. 15:2). 

6) The Lord’s word is open to all, however the carnal Christians can not understand the Lord’s word and only the spiritual Christians can hear (See 1Cor. 2:13-14). 

7) The kingdom of God originates in the word of God and the beginning of all the works of God also depends on His word (Gen. 1:3, Heb. 1:1-3). Since God has treated us with grace to give us the spiritual ears, we should listen carefully (Matt. 11:15, Rev. 2:7 and etc). 

Luke. 8:9 “Then His disciples asked Him, saying, ‘What does this parable mean?’”


YLT: “And his disciples were questioning him, saying, ‘What may this simile be?’”

Literal Meaning: “disciples” refer to the group of men who are trained by the Lord to enter into the kingdom of God as His people.

  “What does this parable mean?” there are two functions of “the parable”:

A. To those who do not seek the Lord with their hearts, it is a punishment for them------seeing they may see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not understand (See v.10).

B. To those who seek the Lord with their hearts, it is the encouragement for them to remember easily, listen carefully and ask at any time.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There are many hearers of the word (See v.4), but few ones really understand the word. It is vain for the hearer of the word who do not perceive.

2) If one desires to understand the word, he has to come to the Lord privately and have intimate fellowship with the Lord and then he will have the explanations from the Lord. 

3) In order to enjoy the Lord’s word, believers shall not only “hear” the Lord’s word, but also “ask” the Lord about His word------seek and learn the word. 

Luke. 8:10 “And He said, ‘To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.'”


YLT: “And he said, `To you it hath been given to know the secrets of the reign of God, and to the rest in similes; that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.”

Meaning of Words: “mystery”: secret, hidden thing. 

Literal Meaning: “the mysteries of the kingdom of God” “the kingdom of God” is known as “the kingdom of heaven” in the Gospel of Matthew (Matt.13:11), and is called “the kingdom of God” in both the Gospels of Mark and Luke. In a broadly sense, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven are a pair of synonyms. And in a narrow sense, the kingdom of heaven is a part of the kingdom of God, that is to say, the latter one includes the former one. The kingdom of God started from the past eternity to the eternity in the future. And the kingdom of heaven was counted from the beginning of the age of grace to the end of the kingdom of a thousand years. 

“Mysteries” indicate the truth that cannot be known by men’s knowledge but can only be understood through God’s revelation. The mysteries of the kingdom of God are only revealed to those who desire to live in it. Since others have neither part nor lot in the kingdom of God, there is no need for them to know it.

“That ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not understand.'” This word does not show that God does not want men to understand the mysteries of the kingdom of God, however, it shows a sorrowful fact------since men do not desire to seek the kingdom of God, there is no need for them to understand the mysteries of the kingdom of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All spiritual and heavenly things are mysteries, e.g. the Lord’s presence, guidance, and words. Only believers know them, and all the unbelievers do not know them.

2) Only those who really desire to live in the kingdom of God can understand the mysteries of the kingdom of God, for it is unprofitable for those who do not really desire to live in the kingdom of God to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God. 

3) Only those who have the experience of life in the Lord are able to understand the Lord’s word, for the Lord’s word is about the things of “the kingdom of God”. If a man wants to understand things concerning “the kingdom of men”, he needs the mature life of man. Likewise, if a believer desires to understand things of “the kingdom of God”, he has to rely on the grown and mature life of God (1Cor. 2:14).

4) The natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, nor can he know them (1Cor. 2:14). One can neither know the spiritual things nor hear the voice of the Lord if he relies on his natural comprehension and does not have the revelation. 

5) To those who do not desire the Lord with their hearts, the spiritual truth seems to be nothing. Even if they have heard, it is of no effect. Those who reject God are also rejected by God.  
Luke. 8:11 “‘Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.”


YLT: “`And this is the simile: The seed is the word of God,”

Meaning of Words: “word”: utterance, speech. 


Literal Meaning: “the word of God” is the message from God. 

Luke. 8:12 “Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.”


YLT: “and those beside the way are those hearing, then cometh the Devil, and taketh up the word from their heart, lest having believed, they may be saved.”
Meaning of Words: “take away”: remove, carry; 

Literal Meaning: if our hearts are willing to receive too many worldly persons and things (See the notes in v.5), we cannot keep God’s word in our hearts to ponder (See 2:19) so that we can not understand the word. And then it is easy for the devil to take away the word that we have heard. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The heart of the wayside” is the heart of evil communications (1Cor. 15:33). It desires everything and loves everything. Such heart is so mixed and disordered that God’s word is unable to be kept in them.

2) “The heart of the wayside” does not desire to receive God’s word at all. Though such man has heard, he has not regarded it as precious. Once the wicked one slightly provokes, he will disregard the Lord’s word. 

3) If we lack the spiritual capacity, we will not receive the word of life of Christ. 

Luke. 8:13 “But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away.”


YLT: “`And those upon the rock: They who, when they may hear, with joy do receive the word, and these have no root, who for a time believe, and in time of temptation fall away.”

Meaning of Words: “receive”: attain the word; “for a while”: a period of time; “temptation”: try, test. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The natural man is rather superficial and is thrall to passions. As long as something takes his fancy, he will immediately “receive it with joy”. His reaction towards the Lord’s word is quick but it cannot endure long.

2) Those who act impetuously only love to hear good word but do not like to pay any price for the word. They are hearers of the word, but not doers.

3) Many people receive the word of the Lord with their emotions. The moment they hear the word of the Lord, they “receive it with joy”. However, they have not thought the word cautiously and those men are unreliable. 

4) The hearts of “the rock” may easily be touched by the word of the Lord in Spiritual Revival Gatherings, however, they are both easily to be fervent and to be apathetic. 
5) The Christians who act impetuously are easy to be satisfied, however, they also feel hungry easily. They easily become happy and sad. They become fervent and apathetic easily. 

6) “Root” is the unseen part and “have no root” shows that one lacks the unseen part. The difficulty of many believers is that: though they have the visible activity, they do not have the unseen life. 

7) To the one who has the root, the temptation (tough circumstances) will help him to grow; to the one who has no root, he falls away in the time of temptation. 

8) The life of Christians should not be “superficial”. We should not only have the life before men but lack the hidden spiritual life before God. 

9) To those who root deeply in the Lord, tribulations and sufferings will help them to grow up and become spiritually mature. However those who are superficial and have no root will collapse at the first blow.  
10) The hearts of “the rock” want to gain heavenly blessings but fear worldly hardships. Even though they want to gain heavenly things, they are afraid to lose earthly things and consequently they hang in the air like Judah (Matt. 27:5). 

11) The heart of “the rock” is the “half heart”------on one hand, such men receive with gladness and on the other, they are unwilling to pay any price for tribulations------they only want to “gain” and do not want to “give”. That’s why they must have neither part nor lot in the kingdom of God. 
12) Through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22). 

Luke. 8:14 “Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.”


YLT: “`And that which fell to the thorns: These are they who have heard, and going forth, through anxieties, and riches, and pleasures of life, are choked, and bear not to completion.”

Meaning of Words: “cares”: concern, heed. 

Literal Meaning: Concerning those whose hearts are full of various kinds of cares and deceitfulness, though God’s words will grow in their hearts, their flesh lusts are always against the Spirit (Gal. 5:17, 1Pet. 2:11) and there isn’t enough room and position (“choke”) for the word and they “bring no fruit to maturity”. “Bringing no fruit to maturity” means that the effect of God’s words is unable to be manifested (See Heb. 4:12), i.e. it is unable to bear the fruit of life (See Matt. 7:16-20). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The moment the lust comes, the consequences as follows will be brought in: (a) the lust produces various cares and deceitfulness; (b) the lust obstructs the word of God from yielding effects in men (choke); (c) the lust makes life be unable to be mature (bring no fruit to maturity). 

2) What the Lord cares is not whether you have received the life of God, but whether the life you have received from God has borne fruit. Though there are blades in the cornfield, if it does not bear fruit, the owner of the cornfield will gain nothing.

3) Cares, riches and pleasures in men’s hearts are what greatly hinder the God’s life from bearing fruit because they make us not abide in the Lord and be out of line with the Lord’s word. Consequently, we will be unable to bear fruit (See John. 15:4-8).

4) The Lord does not say committing sins makes us bear no fruit, but cares make us bear no fruit. Though money is not sin, it can encumber Christians and make us not grow well.

5) A man cannot spin and reel at the same time. If a man wants the Lord’s word bear fruit, he shall take his full heart towards the word------believers should love God and God’s word with all our heart, and with “all our soul, and with all our understanding” (Matt.22:37).

6) The main factors that hinder men from receiving the glad tidings are the devil, cares of life, tests and money. The parable of the sower explains the reason why there are few people that receive the glad tidings.  

7) “Life” in the original means the life of soul; if men live by the life of soul, it is no wonder that “the life of spirit” can’t be rich. 
Luke. 8:15 “But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.”


YLT: “`And that in the good ground: These are they, who in an upright and good heart, having heard the word, do retain [it], and bear fruit in continuance.”

Meaning of Words: “keep”: hold fast, persist to the end; “noble”: fair, ideal; “good”: well; “patience”: endurance, constancy. 


Literal Meaning: “bear fruit” means that we do according to the words that we have heard and understood (Matt. 7:24; James. 1:22-25), i.e. letting the word of God be manifested through our life. 

  This verse shows us the reason for “yielding a crop a hundredfold” (See v.8): 

A. Keep the word: one not only receives the word in his heart but also holds the word fast. 

B. Keep the word with a noble heart: one treats the word with truth, without hypocrisy and without insincerity. 

C. Keep the word with a good heart: one treats the word with humbleness, without stones and without thorns. 

D. Bear fruit with patience: one endures various trials. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The word of the word is the same and only the one with good heart could bear fruit. The more one’s heart is open to God, the more easily the Lord’s word will take effect. 
2) A man can completely decide what kind of land he will be and nobody can force him. Whether one bears fruit and how much one bears fruit totally depend on him. One has only himself to blame, and can never blame that God has not shown His grace. 
3) “Bear fruit with patience” shows that it takes a period of time of working instead of one step for the word of the Lord to take effect in us. 

4) Those who do not have patience could not bear fruit. Impatience, shortsightedness and eagerness for quick success and instant benefit are not the way to work. 

5) After we have received the word of the Lord, we still have to absolutely submit to the appointed time of God and trust that time is the best servant of God. 
Luke. 8:16 “‘No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed, but sets it on a lampstand, that those who enter may see the light.”


YLT: “`And no one having lighted a lamp doth cover it with a vessel, or under a couch doth put [it]; but upon a lamp-stand he doth put [it], that those coming in may see the light,”

Literal Meaning: “No one, whether he has lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed” Here it means that the light should not be hidden. 

“Sets it on a lampstand” it indicates that the lamp should be set on a clear position to illuminate the surrounding places. 

Spiritual Meaning: “No one, whether he has lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel” “vessel” is the tool for daily life and therefore it symbolizes the cares of life. That the lamp is put under a basket shows that believers are obsessed by the cares of life (being busy making a living). 

“Under a bed” “Bed” symbolizes the coziness of life. That the lamp is set under a bed means that one is occupied by the enjoyment of life (seek the coziness of life) and consequently the light is overshadowed.

“Set on a lampstand”, “lampstand”, the proper utensil to put lamp, symbolizes the life of bearing witness of the Lord.

In this Book the paragraph from verse 16 to verse 17 is recorded after the parable of the sower, indicating that the Lord’s word is light------once we have received the light, we shall not hide it.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The spiritual light in us may often be eclipsed by both cares and pleasures of life------“vessel” and “bed”. Therefore, we shall usually live in the church------“on a lampstand” and we will have light.

2) The enlightenment that we have received from the Lord’s word may be covered under the basket or bed so that we can not shine because of our life cares and enjoyment.

3) Our attitude of life------whether we live for the Lord or ourselves (See Rom.14:7-8) ------has decisive influence on whether the light will be manifested or hidden.

4) If we want to shine for the Lord so as to lighten men around us, we have to overcome the cares of life (Matt. 6:24-34).

5) The lamp shines only when the oil is lighted up. “Oil” refers to the indwelling Holy Spirit. If we want to shine for the Lord, we have to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18). 

6) Everything that can prevent the Lord from shining through us is the “basket and bed”. Everything besides the Lord, even the best thing, may turn to be the “vessel and bed” that cover the light.

7) The light of Christians not only changes the outside way of men, but also affects their inward intentions.

8) If we want to see whether a man is spiritual or not, we have not to see how he acts in the gathering, but see how he acts in his family life.

Luke. 8:17 “For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light.”


YLT: “for nothing is secret, that shall not become manifest, nor hid, that shall not be known, and become manifest.”

Meaning of Words: “secret”: hide, cover; “revealed”: appear, manifest; “come to light”: appear, bring to light (which enjoys the same etymon with the word “reveal”); 
Literal Meaning: there are several kinds of explanations for this verse: 
(1) The mystery of the kingdom of God is temporarily hidden and covered to the ordinary people, but it will be revealed finally. 
(2) The word that we have received from the Lord is the light of life (See v.16; John 6:63; 8:12) that can neither be “hidden nor “covered”.
(3) If Christians are unwilling to preach the word of the kingdom of God, God will raise others to preach it. 
(4) The sin that Christians hide the true light cannot be covered before God in the future. 
Luke. 8:18 “Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him.’”


YLT: “`See, therefore, how ye hear, for whoever may have, there shall be given to him, and whoever may not have, also what he seemeth to have, shall be taken from him.’”

Literal Meaning: “Therefore take heed how you hear.” Because they not only hear for themselves but also hear for the audience to which they will preach. This instruction should also be applied in us. 

  Spiritual Meaning: “For whoever has, to him more will be given.” All those who have a right heart and have an understanding of the truth will receive more continually.
“And whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him.” All those whose mind has not opened only have a vague idea of the truth, so that even what they think they have understood will also vanish. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This verse shows the principle of the pursuit of spiritual things. The more you truly desire, the more you will be given. Otherwise, even what you have before shall be taken from you (See Matt. 25:29). 

2) The more understanding of truth one has, the more will he seek. And the more one seeks the truth, the more will he understand and receive the truth. In addition, if one has no reaction to the truth he has received and does not cherish it, he will receive nothing from the truth he has received.

3) The more one uses his spiritual gifts, the more gifts he will be given. However, if he is slothful and seldom uses the gifts, what he has before will also be taken.

4) If the truth cannot be understood or applied by men, it will vanish (See Matt. 19:26). If the truth is applied, it will bear countless fruit.  

5) God’s word is like seeding. If the seed does not bear fruit, it will no longer exist and everything is lost. However, if the seed bears fruit, the result will be double and manifold. 

6) If “the one does not have” think that he does not have, he would still be saved because the Lord said that “blessed are you poor” (See 6:20). However, if he thinks that he has already had, he is in darkness and in the end he will be poorer------what he has will be “taken” away from him. Therefore we should really “take heed how you hear”.  

Luke. 8:19 “Then His mother and brothers came to Him, and could not approach Him because of the crowd.”


YLT: “And there came unto him his mother and brethren, and they were not able to get to him because of the multitude,”
The Background: according to the records in the Gospel of Mark, the Lord Jesus could not so much as eat bread in order to keep the will of God the Father and His relatives said that He was out of His mind. Therefore they might have invited His mother and brothers to urge Him (See Mark. 3:20-21, 31). 
Luke. 8:20 “And it was told Him by some, who said, ‘Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.’”


YLT: “and it was told him, saying, ‘Thy mother and thy brethren do stand without, wishing to see thee;’” 
Spiritual Meaning: “outside” of the house, this symbolizes in the outside of the house of God (the assembly). 
Enlightenment in the Word: men can neither draw near to the Lord nor have fellowship with the Lord outside of the house of God. 
Luke. 8:21 “But He answered and said to them, ‘My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.’”


YLT: “and he answering said unto them, ‘My mother and my brethren! they are those who the word of God are hearing, and doing.’”

Literal Meaning: the Lord did not reject His family members in the flesh (See John. 19:26-27). He said so in order to reveal one point that: men can have the eternal life relationship with the Lord by keeping the word of God instead of the blood relationship. 


Spiritual Meaning: the Lord Jesus is the center of the revelation of God’s word. Those who keep the word of God are “His mother” who love Him and “His brothers” who help Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s word reveals the will of God to men. And the will of God is to bring us to enter into the eternal rest (Heb. 4:1-11). Therefore those who do the will of God will enjoy the rest in the house of God. 

2) Those that do the will of the Father live in the reality of the kingdom of God. They can surely establish the heavenly relationship with the king of the kingdom of heaven and will become His family members. 

3) The spiritual relationship between the Lord and believers exceeds the corporeal relationship. Though we believers have responsibilities and obligations that we should take and fulfill, we should still put doing the will of God first.

4) All those who regard their spiritual brothers more important than their physical brothers will gain further spiritual growth and suffer less involvement in the worldly matters or pains caused by the physical relationship. 

5) Since the Lord exalts the spiritual relationship more than the corporeal relationship, those who worship Mary have obviously made a serious mistake.

Luke. 8:22 “Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, ‘Let us cross over to the other side of the lake." And they launched out.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, on one of the days, that he himself went into a boat with his disciples, and he said unto them, ‘We may go over to the other side of the lake;’ and they set forth,”
Spiritual Meaning: “boat” in the Bible symbolizes the assembly; “sea” symbolizes the world. Though the boat is in sea, it is separated from the sea. Though the assembly sojourns in the world, it is separated from the world. There was only the Lord and His disciples on the boat. That is to say, the Lord and those who are of Him make up the assembly. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord and disciples are the key elements of making up the assembly and both of them are indispensable. If there is the Lord without the disciples, the assembly will not exist on earth. If there are only disciples without the Lord, the assembly will have neither content nor reality.

2) When we follow the Lord, the most important thing is whether the Lord is on the boat. It will be a big problem if the Lord is not on our boat.

3) We believers today are also sojourners in the world and are crossing over to the other side------the better and heavenly country (Heb. 11:13, 16).

4) That we follow the Lord is not though our own strength to “swim over to the other side”, but through the status of being in the “boat” of grace to “cross over to the other side”.

5) Since the Lord has said that “let us cross over to the other side”, He will surely take the responsibility of His own words. The faith of Christians is catching the Lord’s words. Once the Lord “has said” that let us cross over to the other side, we should “believe” that we will surely cross over to the other side.

6) The Lord said that “let us cross over to the other side”, not “drive down to the bottom of the sea”. Since we have the sure words of the Lord, we will never sink in the bottom of the sea even though the wind is strong and the wave is fierce. 

Luke. 8:23 “But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy.”


YLT: “and as they are sailing he fell deeply asleep, and there came down a storm of wind to the lake, and they were filling, and were in peril.”

Meaning of Words: “storm”: upheaval, shake, waver. 

The Background: the Sea of Galilee was often surging because of the sudden tempestuous storm. The fierce wind attacked the valley of Jordan River from the north, and would speed up when it was blowing through the valley. When the stormy wind arrived at the offing, the billowy offing would make the boats on the sea rather dangerous. 

Spiritual Meaning: “He fell asleep” symbolizes His hidden presence. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The assembly, in the world, is always attacked by the outside circumstances. Sometimes, the circumstance is so terrible that even the Lord’s presence seems to be lost (“He fell asleep”). 

2) As long as we have the presence of the Lord, no matter He is with us obviously (He is awake) or secretly (“He falls asleep”), we will not be shaken even though the enemy stirs up troubles. 

Luke. 8:24 “And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’ Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm.” 


YLT: “And having come near, they awoke him, saying, ‘Master, master, we perish;’ and he, having arisen, rebuked the wind and the raging of the water, and they ceased, and there came a calm,” 

Meaning of Words: “rebuke”: reprove, blame; “cease”: stop, refrain; “calm”: tranquility, without any wind or wave. 

Literal Meaning: “rebuked the wind and the raging of the water” the wind and sea had neither person nor consciousness. The Lord was rebuking the ruler of the authority of the air behind the wind and the sea (Eph.2:2) as well as the dirty spirit in the sea (See v.33). 

Spiritual Meaning: “they came to Him and awoke Him” “Awoke Him” symbolizes the prayer of believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Terrible circumstances always force us to come to the Lord and call upon Him. 

2) If men see the fierce winds and surges, they will feel that all hope of being saved is taken away. However, if we hold fast the Lord’s words, it is convinced that we will not be killed (See Acts. 27:20, 22-25). 

3) Many times, we may doubt because of the terrible circumstances, however, those who have the true faith should learn to believe in the words of the Lord absolutely------“Let us cross over to the other side of the lake” (See v.22).

4) So shall the word of the Lord that goes forth out of His mouth: it shall not return unto Him void, but it shall accomplish that which He pleases (Is. 55:11). 

5) All the disorder and writhe are caused by “the authority of the air”------the devil’s teasing. However, the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil first and then He would bring men the true peace.

6) All the trouble that the assembly is confronted with is stirred up by Satan and its ministers. 
Luke. 8:25 “But He said to them, ‘Where is your faith?’ And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, ‘Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!’”


YLT: “and he said to them, `Where is your faith?’ and they being afraid did wonder, saying unto one another, `Who, then, is this, that even the winds he doth command, and the water, and they obey him?’”
Literal Meaning: “Where is your faith?” The Lord reproached the disciples because they had lost faith in the power of His words and became fearful. They only cared for the winds and the sea before their eyes and forgot the words that the Lord had earlier commanded them-----“cross over to the other side” (See v.22). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1)
What the Lord reproached was not their awaking Him (v.24) ------prayer but their lacking “faith”. The Lord likes us to trouble Him with prayers but does not like our prayers that lack the faith.

2) Those who lack the faith do not know the Lord and forget the Lord’s words. Such men only see other men as well as the circumstances, so they fear both men and circumstances.

3) We should let the words of the Lord change the circumstances, not let the circumstances change the words of the Lord.

4) Our prayers are supposed to be the manifestation of faith. However many times our prayers show our little faith. The Lord does not like our prayers that are made by little faith. 

5) To those who really know the Lord and know to hold fast the words of the Lord, the greater the outside wind is, the more his inside faith will be. The outside wind can not blow away their faith and on the contrary the outside wind is calmed by their faith finally. 

6) The Lord not only rebuked the wind and the sea (See v.24), but also rebuked the wicked heart of unbelief. He is not only the Master of the natural world and the Master of men’s heart as well.

7) The wind outside is not terrible. What is really terrible is the inside wind. No matter how terrible the outside wind is, as long as we do not let them blow into our heart, there will be of nothing to fear.

8) Tribulations make us know Him more deeply------“who can this be?” just like Job heard of God by the hearing of the ear, but after tribulations his eyes saw God (Job. 42:5). 

9) The Lord is the king. The nature and all things shall obey Him. The demons hidden behind circumstances shall obey Him also. We who are of Him shall more obey Him. 

Luke. 8:26 “Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.”


YLT: “And they sailed down to the region of the Gadarenes, that is over-against Galilee,”

Meaning of Words: “Gadarenes”: the reward in the end. 

Literal Meaning: “Gadarenes” it was not far from the east coast of the Sea of Galilee. Since a large herd of swine was feeding there (See v.32), it must be a place where many Gentiles inhabited. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The disciples had finally “came to the other side of the sea” after strong wind and heavy swell. Though we believers have tribulations in the world, we will surely arrive at our destination as long as we have the presence of the Lord.

2) If we believers can keep the words of the Lord in the world, we will definitely receive “the reward in the end (the meaning of the word ‘Gadarenes’ in the original)” in the future.

Luke. 8:27 “And when He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs.”


YLT: “and he having gone forth upon the land, there met him a certain man, out of the city, who had demons for a long time, and with a garment was not clothed, and in a house was not abiding, but in the tombs,”

Meaning of Words: “live”: dwell. 

The Background: “but in the tombs” Most of the tombs in the Middle East were caves, which could both be used to bury the dead and dwell for living ones. 

Spiritual Meaning: “a certain man who had demons” that a man is possessed by demons symbolizes that men in the world are ruled by the devil.

“But in the tombs” The “tomb” connects both the dead and the hell (See Ps.88:3, 5). 

This verse shows the conditions of those who have demons: 

  1) “He wore no clothes.” He did not have the sense of shame. 

  2) “Nor did he live in a house.” He did not have rest. 

  3) “But in the tombs.” He lived a dark, unclean and dead life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In this society there are demon-possessed men everywhere such as heavy smokers, drunkards, the confirmed gamblers, novels addicts, movie addicts and sport addicts. 

2) The demon-possessed men live a life as dark and dirty as that in the tombs. It is not only others cannot control such men, even they themselves have no command over themselves.

3) Believers should never give room to the devil lest we should be ruled by it.

Luke. 8:28 “When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, ‘What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment me!’”


YLT: “and having seen Jesus, and having cried out, he fell before him, and with a loud voice, said, ‘What to me and to thee, Jesus, Son of God Most High? I beseech thee, mayest thou not afflict me!’”
Literal Meaning: “fell down before Him” it was not the true “worship” in spirit, but only an act of “kneeling down” or “falling”. 

“Jesus, Son of the Most High God” “the Most High God” is the appellation with which the Gentiles call Jehovah the Lord (See Gen. 14:18; Num. 24:16; Is. 14:14; Dan. 3:26; 4:2; Acts. 16:17). The unclean spirit knew the identity of Jesus. 

“What have I to do with You?” The attitude of the demons is like that of those who admit the existence of God in the world but are unwilling to let God control their lives.

“I beg You, do not torment me!” the devil knew that its end in the future was the eternal fire (See Matt.25:41), but it did not fear and only besought the Lord that he would not command them to go away into the bottomless pit at present (See v.31).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Once Christ came, the devil automatically surrendered to the Lord, indicating that casting the devil did not depend on the outward fleshly crying, but the real stature of Christ. 
2) “What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” The devil knew that the Lord Jesus is the Son of God and they had nothing to do with Him. It shows that the intellectual knowledge does not profit us if it is not mixed with a heart of faith and obedience. 

3) There is neither part for Christ along with the devil, nor consent of that of God with that of the devil (See 2Cor.6:14-16). Therefore, we believers shall not take part in the matters of heresies.

4) Many nominal Christians also worship the Lord Jesus and call Him “the Son of God”, but their deeds and words have nothing to do with the Lord. Their ends are obvious. 

5) The devil fears to “be tormented”, but it specially makes others “be tormented”. Moreover, the devil makes men suffer more tribulations in order to avoid its own torments.

6) Every time we preach the glad tidings to the world, the general reaction of men is that believing the Lord right now is a kind of “torment”. They expect to enjoy their life when they are young, and will come to believe the Lord when they are old. 

Luke. 8:29 “For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness.” 


YLT: “For he commanded the unclean spirit to come forth from the man, for many times it had caught him, and he was being bound with chains and fetters guarded, and breaking asunder the bonds he was driven by the demons to the deserts.”

Meaning of Words: “broke”: tear asunder, rend. 

Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows the conditions of those who had demons as an additional remark: 

  1) “It had often seized him.” He cannot be delivered from the control of the devil. 

  2) “He was kept under guard…was driven by the demon into the wilderness.” He cannot be restrained by any man. 

  3) “Bound with chains and shackles, and he broke the bonds” It means that the best way that men could think of was helpless to him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The whole world lies in the wicked (1John 5:19). No one can overcome it through men’s power. 

2) The sin that dwells in men can not be controlled by men’s will of desiring to do good------for to will is there with me, but to do right not (See Rom. 7:17-18).

3) In order to deal with those who are possessed and controlled by the demon, the best way that the world can find out is merely “to bind them with chains and shackles”, namely, to forbid with laws and political regulations, to suppress by force, to restrict by public opinion, to rule by ceremonies and social customs and to govern by the conscience and etc. However, all of these means are turned out to be a failure, for the corruption of men’s hearts cannot be subdued by these. 
4) The devil may possess men, but men cannot subdue it. 

Luke. 8:30 “Jesus asked him, saying, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Legion,’ because many demons had entered him.”


YLT: “And Jesus questioned him, saying, `What is thy name?’ and he said, ‘Legion,’ (because many demons were entered into him,)”
Literal Meaning: “legion” in the original refers to the army group or regiment. According to the establishment of the Roman army, there are about three thousand to six thousand soldiers in a regiment.
The Lord Jesus asked the man about his name, however, the unclean spirit answered the question, showing that that man was firmly controlled by many demons.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter how great the number of the unclean spirits was, they had to obey the word of the Lord Jesus. In the spiritual war, we should not see the outward conditions and we should trust the word of God.

2) There are usually many demons in sinners, e.g. the smokers, the drunkards, the confirmed gamblers and etc. 

Luke. 8:31 “And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss.”


YLT: “and he was calling on him, that he may not command them to go away to the abyss,”
Literal Meaning: “they begged Him” the unclean spirit is a kind of evil spirit that is separated from the physical bodies. It usually rests itself in certain bodies, so it usually possesses the body of men. 
“That He would not command them to go out into the abyss” The “abyss” is the place to coop the evil spirits and Satan temporarily (See Rev. 9:1, 20:1, 3). Their end is “the lake of the eternal fire” (See Matt. 25:41, Rev. 20:10).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The devil is deceitful and is usually capricious by nature. It oppresses that it can oppress. However, when it is powerless, it would “beg”.

2) All the deeds of the devil are for the sake of itself. It does not have mercy, but begs others to show mercy to it. 

3) When the Lord walked on earth as the Son of Man, He already had the authority to cast the devil into the “abyss”. God had entrusted men the mission to subdue the devil (See Gen. 1:26). “The first Adam” had already lost the mission and “the last Adam” had accomplished this mission (See 1Cor. 15:26, 45). 

Luke. 8:32 “Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them.”


YLT: “and there was there a herd of many swine feeding in the mountain, and they were calling on him, that he might suffer them to enter into these, and he suffered them,”
The Background: “swine” is unclean in God’s eyes (Lev. 11:7, 2Pet. 2:22). Generally, the Jews did not raise swine at that time because the swine could neither be sacrificed to God nor used as food (the Jews do not eat pork). Therefore the swine might be kept by the gentiles.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The feature of swine is that it keeps feeding but in the end it becomes men’s food. The feature of the world is that men in the world keep seeking earthly enjoyment but they turn out to be the devil’s enjoyment. 
2) Though the swine is a good way off from them (See Matt. 8:31), the swine is under the eyes of the demons. The devil is seeking whom he may devour everywhere (1Pet. 5:8). The safest way for us is to abide in Christ. 

Luke. 8:33 “Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned.”


YLT: “and the demons having gone forth from the man, did enter into the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep to the lake, and were choked.”
Spiritual Meaning: “Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine” the Lord permitted the demons to go into the herd of swine, indicating that the unclean career of making money is the area where the demons are permitted to act. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If the demons cannot play with men in them directly, they will play with men by outside things (entering the swine) indirectly. 

2) The demons can not act until the Lord permit them. It unveils the power of the Lord, and even the demons are under His control.

3) The work of demons is to make men abandon themselves (“ran violently down the steep place”) and go into the sinful world (“into the lake”) and lose all reputation and ruin the whole life of men (“drowned”). 

Luke. 8:34 “When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country.”


YLT: “And those feeding [them], having seen what was come to pass, fled, and having gone, told [it] to the city, and to the fields;”
Spiritual Meaning: “those who fed them” typify a group of people in the society. They seem to be normal from their appearance, handling all kinds of professions diligently day and night, but they neither work for God nor for the assembly. In addition, the nature of their works is unclean and therefore they are unacceptable to God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter how noble is our job, if we do not work for the Lord and the assembly, we are unacceptable to God just like those who fed the swine. 

2) “Those who fed them” lost the herd of many swine and properties. If they obtained the Lord by this, they would receive the best blessing. However they even rejected the Lord.

3) Many people suffer losses in career and do not thus wake up. On the contrary, they rely on the social organization more deeply (“in the city and in the country”). 

Luke. 8:35 “Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.”


YLT: “and they came forth to see what was come to pass, and they came unto Jesus, and found the man sitting, out of whom the demons had gone forth, clothed, and right-minded, at the feet of Jesus, and they were afraid;”
Literal Meaning: this verse showed the thorough change after the demons were cast out: 

1) “Sitting at the feet of Jesus”: he was quiet and no longer ran about.

2) “Clothed”: he behaved well and was no longer shameless.

3) “In his right mind”: he was sober and no longer silly or mad. 

Enlightenment in the Word: those who have received the salvation of Christ must: (1) have rest----“sit at the feet of Jesus”; (2) have the covering of Christ and not be shameless any more------“clothed”; (3) have a right mind to know God and spiritual things------“in his right mind”.

Luke. 8:36 “They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was healed.”


YLT: “and those also having seen [it], told them how the demoniac was saved.”
Luke. 8:37 “Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into the boat and returned.”


YLT: “And the whole multitude of the region of the Gadarenes round about asked him to go away from them, because with great fear they were pressed, and he having entered into the boat, did turn back.”

Literal Meaning: “they were seized with great fear” There were two reasons that they were seized with fear: 1) they feared that the spirits may return to revenge them because they did not know that the Lord Jesus is the Son of God; 2) they feared for the greater loss of money because of the Lord Jesus. They lost the chance to receive the spiritual blessing because of fear. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The country of the Gadarenes did not welcome the Lord, for they only emphasized the earthly possessions more than the soul of men. However, the Lord preferred to sacrifice two thousand swine (See Mark. 5:13) in order to save the soul of a man. How precious the soul of man is in the sight of the Lord!

2) The earthly world and the heavenly king cannot coexist in one’s heart. If any one loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1John. 2:15).

3) Satan uses money to control men’s heart------both gain and loss can make us reject the Lord.

4) “The whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes” actually rejected the Lord. It shows that those who do not know the Lord are rather blind when they reject the Lord together. 

Luke. 8:38 “Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged Him that he might be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying,”


YLT: “And the man from whom the demons had gone forth was beseeching of him to be with him, and Jesus sent him away, saying,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The multitude asked the Lord to depart from them (See v.37), however, the one out of whom the demons were cast begged to be with Jesus. Those who were deceived by the demon do not desire the Lord and those with the right mind would desire the Lord. 

2) That man sought the Lord to be with him, however, the Lord sent him away. Though it is well that we always have communion with the Lord, however, it is indispensable to return to bear witness of the Lord. 

Luke. 8:39 “‘Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you.’ And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him.”


YLT: “`Turn back to thy house, and tell how great things God did to thee;’ and he went away through all the city proclaiming how great things Jesus did to him.”

Literal Meaning: “tell what great things God has done for you” This is the witness that every one who has been saved should bear. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The first step for a Christian is to bear witness towards his families and friends. 

2) To bear witness of the Lord is one thing, and to show off oneself is another thing. Many believers seem to bear witness of the Lord, but actually they just make themselves known openly. 

3) To bear witness is to tell others “what great things God has done for you”. It is to make others know the Lord’s work, but not to let others notice that we are extraordinary. 

Luke. 8:40 “So it was, when Jesus returned, that the multitude welcomed Him, for they were all waiting for Him.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in the turning back of Jesus, the multitude received him, for they were all looking for him,”
Luke. 8:41 “And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus' feet and begged Him to come to his house,”


YLT: “and lo, there came a man, whose name [is] Jairus, and he was a chief of the synagogue, and having fallen at the feet of Jesus, was calling on him to come to his house;”

Meaning of Words: “Jairus”: enlightenment. 


Literal Meaning: “a ruler of the synagogue” referred to the one who managed the order of worship in the Jewish synagogue, who enjoyed high social status among the Jews.


Spiritual Meaning: “synagogue” was a place for the Jews to gather together, so the ruler symbolized the whole Judaism and its leaders.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only those who have obtained the revelation and “enlightenment” of God (the meaning of ‘Jairus’ in the original) can know the Lord and come to fall down at His feet to seek Him. 

2) Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, even fell down at the Lord’s feet to worship Him in spite of his status and position, indicating his humbleness and modesty. The one who is willing to be humble can receive blessings (See Matt.5:3; James 4:6). 

Luke. 8:42 “for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him.”


YLT: “because he had an only daughter about twelve years [old], and she was dying. And in his going away, the multitudes were thronging him,”

Meaning of Words: “thronged”: press upon. 


Literal Meaning: “the multitudes thronged Him” It means that the multitudes thronged Him so that He even could not breathe freely. 


Spiritual Meaning: “he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying.” “Daughter” is the offspring of the father, and therefore the condition that “the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue was dying” symbolizes the condition of those who were led by the stiff Judaism and its leaders------they lacked life and were dying. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The daughter of the ruler was dying------if the leading brother in the assembly lacks life, those who are led by him will lack life too. The state of the common believers’ life shows the state of the minister’s life. 

2) If we only stress on the reasons, doctrines and ceremonies in the assembly, probably those who are edified by us have a name that they live, and are dead (Rev. 3:1). 

3) The Lord came to specially solve the difficulties of men. As long as we are willing to tell Him our troubles through prayers, He will be surely pleased to help us. 

Luke. 8:43 “Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any,”


YLT: “and a woman, having an issue of blood for twelve years, who, having spent on physicians all her living, was not able to be healed by any,”

Meaning of Words: “a flow of blood”: the irregular shedding of blood.  


Literal Meaning: “a flow of blood”, it might be an unusual symptom of menses (See Lev. 15:25). 


Spiritual Meaning: according to the research of the Bible scholars, that “woman” was a Gentile woman and therefore she symbolized the Gentile religion.
  “A flow of blood” symbolizes the flow of life because the soul of the flesh is in the blood (Lev. 17:11). This gentile woman had a flow of blood for twelve years and the former dying Jewish girl was exactly twelve years old (See v.42). Therefore they both referred to the same thing that all the religions in the world are leaking life and were dead religions in the sight of God. They had a name that they lived and were dead (Rev. 3:1).

  “Twelve years” symbolized that they had been dealt with and instructed by God enough.

  “Who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any” “Physicians” symbolized philosophers and religionists. The ordinary men know that there are problems in their life and therefore they seek help from the philosophy and religious men. What they should know is that they have spent their money and even all their livelihoods on these and it is of no help. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Anyone who does not live for God or for the aim to be gained by God has a flow of blood------to consume his life. 

2) The woman with the flow of blood sought help from “physicians” of men. She had not been healed and she had even spent “all her livelihood”. In like manner, if we rely on the help outside of Christ, our problems cannot be solved at all and the original spiritual life will even be consumed completely. 

Luke. 8:44 “came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped.”


YLT: “having come near behind, touched the fringe of his garment, and presently the issue of her blood stood.”

Meaning of Words: “touch”: contact. 


The Background: the Jews regard “the flow of blood” as unclean, and whoever touches them shall be unclean (Lev. 15:25-30). That was why the woman did not want to let others know her condition and came from behind and touched the border of Jesus’ garment secretly.
  “The border of garment” “The border” was the slender belt wore by the Jews on the edge of garments. It is used is to remind the wearer to keep the will of God (Num. 15:37-39). 


Spiritual Meaning: “touched the border of His garment” The Lord’s “garment” symbolizes His righteousness. “Touching the border of His garment” means that one touches the Lord through faith, unites to the Lord and takes the Lord’s accomplished righteousness as his own righteousness. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “She came from behind.” It means that she was with the spirit of humbleness and felt that she was unworthy. God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble (James. 4:6). 

2) Jehovah is clothed with strength. He has girded himself therewith (Ps. 93:1). Once we have touched Him, we will receive power.

3) The power of the Lord is perfected in weakness (2Cor. 12:9). Whenever we find ourselves weak, we should come to the Lord and ask for His power. 

4) When we Christians are confronted with difficulties, we should not touch the troubles------try to solve them by ourselves, but touch the Lord through faith in prayers------ask the Lord to deal with the problems.

5) Faith is entrusting ourselves totally to the Lord and asking Him to do and save us.

6) Faith without works is dead (James 2:20). Faith should be acted out. 

7) The prayer of faith has much power (See James 5:15-16). The prayer of faith will be answered “immediately”.

8) If we want to solve any trouble that we are encountered with through asking for men’s help------“physicians”, it is in vain and we even would “have spent all our livelihoods” (See v.43). Only when one has “touched” the Only Lord Jesus, will he be healed immediately------“immediately her flow of blood stopped”.

9) Those who really have intimate fellowship with the Lord will surely feel that they are strengthened by the power of the Lord. All those who keep the same feeling before and after prayers may have not really touched the Lord.

Luke. 8:45 “And Jesus said, ‘Who touched Me?’ When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, ‘Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’”


YLT: “And Jesus said, `Who [is] it that touched me?’ and all denying, Peter and those with him said, `Master, the multitudes press thee, and throng [thee], and thou dost say, Who [is] it that touched me!`”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus actually knew who had touched His garment, for He knows everything. He asked this question because He wanted to make the woman bear witness of the Lord’s grace publicly------she had to boldly testify her miserable condition in the past and how she was healed because of the act of touching (the contact of faith). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Who touched Me?” The Lord neither wants men to believe Him secretly nor receive His grace privately. Today, the Lord is looking around to see those who have real faith in Him.

2) The disciples thought that “thronging” the Lord was “touching” the Lord, for it was hard to distinguish the differences between them from the appearance. However, the Lord knew that “touching” Him was totally different from “thronging” Him.

3) The Lord actually does not care for those who “throng” Him. However, the Lord knows them who truly desire Him and really “touch” Him.

4) There are many people “thronging” the Lord, but there is only one who “touches” Him. “Thronging” may be of the passionate zeal, but “touching” must be done through the hand of faith. Believers, do we “throng” the Lord or “touch” the Lord?

Luke. 8:46 “But Jesus said, ‘Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.’”


YLT: “And Jesus said, ‘Some one did touch me, for I knew power having gone forth from me.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord who is full of power is waiting for us to stretch out our hands to appropriate power from Him.

2) We may be very close to the Lord and even “throng” Him, however, we have not “touched” Him truly. “Thronging” does not make the power go out from the Lord and “touching” makes His power be released. One may receive nothing after “thronging”, but the disease of twelve years has once been healed after “touching”. Have you tried to pray and touch with faith? 

Luke. 8:47 “Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.”


YLT: “And the woman, having seen that she was not hid, trembling, came, and having fallen before him, for what cause she touched him declared to him before all the people, and how she was healed presently;”

Meaning of Words: “saw”: be aware; “hidden”: cover up, neglect; “trembling”: quaver. 


Enlightenment in the Word: though some Christians have enjoyed the Lord’s abundant grace and have been inspired and pressed by the Lord for many times, they still dare not confess that they believe the Lord Jesus before men and are shameful of bearing witness of the Lord!

Luke. 8:48 “And He said to her, ‘Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.’”


YLT: “and he said to her, ‘Take courage, daughter, thy faith hath saved thee, be going on to peace.’”

Literal Meaning: “your faith has made you well.” it showed that her act of touching the Lord’s garment with hand was due to her inner faith. Men can receive the healing of the Lord through touching Him in faith only. 

  “Go in peace.” Before one has been save, he has not known the way of peace (Rom. 3:17). The salvation of the Lord guides our feet into the way of peace (See 1:79). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Without faith, it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6).

2) Religionists want to please God by good works and yet consequently they fall into the poor state of death. The only way to be saved and healed is to receive the salvation of the Lord Jesus through faith. 

3) If we outstretch our hand of faith to touch the Lord, His power will enable us to overcome difficulties.   

4) All those who have met Christ must “go in peace”.

Luke. 8:49 “While He was still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, ‘Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.’”


YLT: “While he is yet speaking, there doth come a certain one from the chief of the synagogue’s [house], saying to him `Thy daughter hath died, harass not the Teacher;’”

Meaning of Words: “trouble”: bother. 


Literal Meaning: “do not trouble the Teacher!” It obviously indicated that this family hoped that the daughter could be healed before death------since she was dead, they gave up their hope. 

  What the ruler of the synagogue feared is “death” and it was different from “the devil” of which the men in Gadarenes were feared. However, before Jesus both of them were under His authority. 

Luke. 8:50 “But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, ‘Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.’”


YLT: “and Jesus having heard, answered him, saying, `Be not afraid, only believe, and she shall be saved.’”

Meaning of Words: the words “be afraid” and “believe” are both in a commanding tone. 


Literal Meaning: “do not be afraid, only believe.” From the tense and voice in the original we can see that the Lord asked him to stop the endless fear, and encouraged him to believe as usual. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s words make us be discouraged and afraid and even lose faith. However, the Lord’s words will grant us comfort and encouragement and increase our faith.

2) Fear may make one lose faith, and strong faith will prevent one from being afraid. 

Luke. 8:51 “When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl.”


YLT: “And having come to the house, he suffered no one to go in, except Peter, and James, and John, and the father of the child, and the mother;”
Luke. 8:52 “Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, ‘Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.’”


YLT: “and they were all weeping, and beating themselves for her, and he said, `Weep not, she did not die, but doth sleep;”

Literal Meaning: “now all wept and mourned for hem” “All” might be the women who were hired to mourn and cry for the dead. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If a man is still alive, others may show indifference to him. However, when the man has been dead, men will come to show compassion to him. It is usually unnecessary to help others after the event.

2) All those who are elected and preordained by God will not be completed like those who have no hope after death. They have fallen asleep (1Thess. 4: 13-14).

Luke. 8:53 “And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead.”


YLT: “and they were deriding him, knowing that she did die;”

Meaning of Words: “ridiculed”: sneer at, deride. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who “ridicule” the Lord only see the fact. Those who believe the Lord see Jesus only over the fact (See Matt. 17:8). 

2) They “knew” the fact well and therefore they “ridiculed Jesus”. Men’s original knowledge, natural conceptions and old experiences would always make men despise and reject Christ.

3) The purpose of all the Lord’s works is not for our “praise” but to quicken us, and is not to distribute “knowledge” but to “distribute life”.

Luke. 8:54 “But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, ‘Little girl, arise.’”


YLT: “and he having put all forth without, and having taken hold of her hand, called, saying, `Child, arise;’”

Enlightenment in the Word: it is already time that we should be aroused out of sleep (Rom. 13:11), for the Lord is saying to us: “arise”. 

Luke. 8:55 “Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat.”


YLT: “and her spirit came back, and she arose presently, and he directed that there be given to her to eat;”

Spiritual Meaning: the former Gentile woman had a flow of blood for “twelve years” (See v.43). This girl who was raised from the dead by the Lord was “twelve years old” (See v.42). It can be clearly seen that this girl might be born when that woman began to have the flow of blood. Therefore we can take both of them as a whole thing, which typifies that men’s life in the world is consumed because of sins. Men are alive, however, in God’s sight they are actually dead in offenses and sins (Eph. 2:1). Only through believing the Lord Jesus can men be united to “His mighty hand” and be quickened with Him together (Eph. 2:5), namely, having been passed out of death into life (John 5:24-25). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord asked the little girl to arise (See v.54) and she rose immediately. When the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live (John 5:25).

2) “He took her by the hand” (See v.54)------when the Lord takes our hands of serving and working, our service and works will have a turning point------“she arose immediately”.

3) “He commanded that she be given something to eat.” The need of life is “eating”, and “eating” is the manifestation of life.

4) Many people in the church only focus on preaching the gospels, but neglect to feed believers who have just believed. However, the Lord here asks us to care for their need.

Luke. 8:56 “And her parents were astonished, but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.”


YLT: “and her parents were amazed, but he charged them to say to no one what was come to pass.”

Literal Meaning: “to tell no one what had happened” The Lord did not want others to follow Him because of curiosity. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Four Kinds of Hearts 

I. The heart of the wayside------they are hard to receive the word of God so that the word is taken by Satan (v.5, 12).

II. The heart of the rock------they receive the word of God with gladness, but have no root in themselves (v.6, 13). 

III. The heart of the ground of thorns------the word of God is choked by the cares, riches and desires of life (v.7, 14).

IV. The heart of the good ground------the word of God is able to increase and bear fruit in such ground a hundredfold (v.8, 15). 

The Word and Men’s Hearts

I. The wayside where the word is sown (v.5, 12)------the word has not entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not stable).

II. The rock where the word is sown (v.6, 13)------only a part of the word has entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not sufficient).

III. The thorns where the word is sown (v.7, 14)------a half of the word has entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is not firm).

IV. The good ground where the word is sown (v.8, 15)------the word has deeply entered into man’s heart (man whose faith is great).

Four Kinds of Men Who Hear the Word 

I. Those who do not have life (v.5, 12). 

II. Those who have life and do not have the process of life (v.6, 13). 

III. Those who have life and the process of life and do not have the fruit of life (v.7, 14).

IV. Those who the life that bears the fruit a hundredfold (v.8, 15). 

Who Can This Be (v.25)? 

I. He is the Lord who is with us------Jesus got into a boat with His disciples (v.22a).

II. He is the Lord who guides us------Jesus said to the disciples, "Let us cross over to the other side" (v.22b). 

III. He is the Lord who tries the disciples------as they sailed Jesus fell asleep (v.23).

IV. He is the Lord who grants those who ask Him------they awoke Him…the wind and the raging of the water ceased and there was a calm (v.24).

V. He is the Lord who teaches the disciples------Jesus said to them, "Where is your faith?" (v.25a)

VI. He is the Lord of all things------that even the wind and the sea obey Him (v.25b)! 

The Conditions of the Man Who Had Demons 

I. He wore no clothes (v.27)-------he had no sense of shame. 

II. He did not live in a house (v.27)------he did not have rest. 

III. He lived in the tombs (v.27)------he associated with death, darkness and dirtiness all day, namely he lived in the sphere and principle of death. 

IV. He thought that he has nothing to do with the Lord (v.28a)------he did not repent to believe the Lord. 

V. He feared to be tormented at that time (v.28b)------he was only concerned about the present enjoyment and did not care about the punishment in the future. 

VI. The demon had often seized him (v.29a)------he cannot be divorced from the control of the demons. 

VII. Nobody could keep him under guard (v.29b)------he fulfilled the lust of the flesh and cannot be controlled. 

VIII. Chains and shackles could not bind him (v.29c)------the best way of men could not bind him. 

IX. The demons conspired as a “legion” (v.30)------they liked to associate with evil persons. 

X. They entered a herd of many swine (v.32)------he did the unclean work. 

XI. The demons made the herd run violent down the steep place (v.33a)------he abandoned himself. 

XII. The herd ran down into the lake and drowned (v.33b)------he lost all his reputation and his whole life. 

The Woman Who Had a Flow of Blood for Twelve Years Was Healed by the Lord 

I. She had a flow of blood for twelve years (v.43a)------her life was leaking. 

II. She asked the help from physicians and it was useless (v.43b)------she sought help from all the methods in the world and all of them were ineffective. 

III. She came and touched the border of Jesus’ garment (v.44a)------she touched the Lord with faith

IV. She experienced the power of the Lord Jesus (v.44b-46)------she obtained the life of God. 

V. Her heart was moved by the Lord (v.47a)------she knew that she could not be a hidden believer. 

VI. She bore witness to the grace that she had received (v.47b)------she declared the works of the Lord in her. 

VII. She received the verification of the words of the Lord (v.48a)------your faith has made you well. 

VIII. She got the true peace (v.48b)------she enjoyed the gracious word of the Lord. 

The Little Daughter of the Ruler of the Synagogue Was Healed
I. He came to see the Lord Jesus humbly------he fell down at Jesus’ feet (v.41b).

II. He came to beg the Lord Jesus truly------he begged Jesus to come to his house (v.41c).

III. He followed the Lord with perseverance------though he heard the bad news, he still followed the Lord (v.49-51).

IV. He trusted the Lord Jesus at rest------he did not follow the tumult but heard the command of the Lord quietly (v.52).

V. He believed the Lord Jesus wholly------he witnessed the resurrection of the child (v.54-55a).

VI. He obeyed the Lord Jesus joyfully------he fed the child according to the Lord’s commandment (v.55b).

Luke Chapter Nine
I. Content of the Chapter

The Identity and Revelation of the Savior the Son of Man

I. He is the lord of works------He sent the twelve apostles (v.1-6).

II. He is the one whom the forerunner bore witness to------Herod doubted that He was John who had risen from the dead (v.7-9).

III. He is the provision of life------five thousand people were filled by five loaves and two fish (v.10-17). 

IV. He is the center of revelations:

  A. Peter confessed that He is the Christ of God (v.18-21).

  B. He predicted that He would be killed and then be raised (v.22).

  C. The condition to enter into glory is taking up cross and following the Lord (v.23-26).

  D. He manifested His glory on the mount------we should hear Him only (v.27-36). 

The Difficulties of the Disciples of the Savior the Son of Man 

I. There was the trouble of the unclean spirit at the foot of the mount------the disciples could not cast out the spirit (v.37-43).

II. The Lord predicted that He would be betrayed into the hands of men------the disciples could not understand the word of the Lord (v.44-45). 

III. They disputed that which of them would be greatest------the disciples did not know the principle of the kingdom of God (v.46-48). 

IV. They forbad others to cast out the spirit in the name of the Lord------the disciples did not know the principle how the Lord works (v.49-50). 

V. They wanted to consume the Samaritans------the disciples did not know the aim for which the Lord works (v.51-56). 

VI. The teachings concerning following the Lord------the disciples did not know the conditions to follow the Lord (v.57-62). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 9:1 “Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.”


YLT: “And having called together his twelve disciples, he gave them power and authority over all the demons, and to cure sicknesses,”

Meaning of Words: “authority”: mastery, dominance. 


Literal Meaning: “Then He called His twelve disciples together” “Disciples” are those who followed the Lord and received His strict training and discipline. 

  “And gave them power and authority” “Power” is related to heal diseases and “authority” is related to subdue the demons and teach men (See v.2). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One becomes the Lord’s worker because of the Lord’s calling instead of his own volition. Only the “disciples” who have been strictly trained and instructed by the Lord are worthy to be called to be His workers. 

2) If the Lord “have called them”, He will surely “give them power”. This shows that the Lord is responsible to give power to them who have been called. The Lord’s calling and commission won’t surpass His grace. 

3) Power and authority are for the Lord’s work. Only those who are willing to receive the Lord’s sending are worthy to be given power and authority. 

4) The spiritual power in service is of the Lord’s commission. If one has not been entrusted by the Lord, he won’t have the spiritual power and consequently there will not be any true spiritual effect. 

5) The spiritual power has two uses in the assembly: one is to cope with Satan God’s enemy and its ministers; the other is to help men to grow up in the spiritual life and be perfected. 

6) The Lord Jesus came into the world not to gain the so-called works of Christianity but to gain a group of people. He gives His life to them at first and then through them He is manifested among the crowd. 
Luke. 9:2 “He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.”


YLT: “and he sent them to proclaim the reign of God, and to heal the ailing.”

Meaning of Words: “He sent them to preach the kingdom of God.” “Send” and “apostle” are of the same character source. The former is a verb and the latter is a noun. However, “apostle” originally means the one who has been separated and latter it indicates the one who has been sent. Therefore this sentence means that the Lord sent those who have been separated to preach His word. 

Luke. 9:3 “And He said to them, ‘Take nothing for the journey, neither staffs nor bag nor bread nor money; and do not have two tunics apiece.”


YLT: “And he said unto them, ‘Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; neither have two coats each;”

Meaning of Words: “bag”: the leather pouch for food; “tunic”: body coat. 


Literal Meaning: the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel (1Cor. 9:14). Therefore workers of the Lord, being sent by the Lord to work among God’s people, should not superfluously prepare for the daily necessities. However, the Lord’s workers should gain nothing from unbelievers. 
Controversial Clarification: this rule of taking nothing (neither money nor basic necessities) for the journey had been cancelled before the Lord was taken (See 22:35-38). Therefore when we read this verse today, we should understand it in spirit instead of following it literally. The principle of the life of a worker of the Lord is neither to prepare, nor to plan, nor to consider for himself, but to prove in him that God is able to feed us and He takes all the responsibility for us. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who works for the Lord should give up both the enjoyment in this age and the reliance besides God, so the Lord says one shall neither take garment nor food nor money. However, the spiritual work requires the spiritual power and power (“staffs”).

2) Workers of the Lord should have faith towards God and should not trust on the uncertainty of riches, but in God who affords us all things richly for enjoyment (1Tim. 6:17).

3) Those who serve the Lord should not be distracted by the material enjoyment on earth. Having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these (1Tim. 6:8).

4) No matter how weak we are, we are still God’s children. We represent God in the world and therefore we should not live a random life.

5) The life of the Lord’s workers should be the life of faith. If the Lord has not done anything, we dare not prepare anything for us by ourselves.

Luke. 9:4 “‘Whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart.”


YLT: “and into whatever house ye may enter, there remain, and thence depart;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord commanded His workers to preach whole-heartedly and they should not be inconstant or look for the more comfortable lodgment so that they may be distracted by the enjoyment of life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our relationship with men should be established upon our respective relationship with the Lord.

2) Those who fear God in heart will assuredly respect and receive those who have been sent by God.

Luke. 9:5 “And whoever will not receive you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as a testimony against them.’”


YLT: “and as many as may not receive you, going forth from that city, even the dust from your feet shake off, for a testimony against them.’”

The Background: “shake off the very dust from your feet”, when the Pharisees departed from a gentile place, they would do this symbolic action, indicating that they had nothing to do with the “uncleanness” of the Gentiles.


Literal Meaning: “as a testimony against them”: “as a warning to them”; 

Spiritual Meaning: “shake off the very dust from your feet”, it shows that the men or place that have rejected Christ should suffer their own actions and their endings in future have nothing with the disciples (Acts. 13:50-51). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our relationship with the world should be established upon the ground whether they receive the Lord or not. To those who do not receive the Lord, we should not maintain earthly intimate relationship with them.

2) The disguised social welfare should not replace the gospel of Christ. What the Lord cares about is whether men receive the glad tidings that we have preached, not whether we have helped them to improve their living standards.

Luke. 9:6 “So they departed and went through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.”


YLT: “And going forth they were going through the several villages, proclaiming good news, and healing everywhere.”
Luke. 9:7 “Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Him; and he was perplexed, because it was said by some that John had risen from the dead,”


YLT: “And Herod the tetrarch heard of all the things being done by him, and was perplexed, because it was said by certain, that John hath been raised out of the dead;”

Meaning of Words: “perplexed”: doubt, puzzle. 


The Background: “Herod” is one of the four sons of Herod the Great (Matt. 2:1) and he was also called Herod Antipas. He reigned over Galilee and Libya (in the southeast of the lake of Jordan) from A.D. 4 to A.D. 39.


Literal Meaning: “John had risen from the dead” The process that John the Baptist was put into prison and killed was recorded in the verses from verse 14 to verse 29 in the sixth chapter of the Book of Matthew. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The moment Herod heard of all that was done by the Lord Jesus, his heart and soul “perplexed”, showing us that once those who commit sins and do evil are enlightened by the Lord they will feel painful and unpeaceful. 

2) When the Lord comes, He first shakes men’s thoughts and feelings. If we follow the feeling and seek the Lord’s guidance further, we will fell peaceful. However, if we are unwilling to seek Him further, we just keep “perplexed”. 

3) Someone misunderstood that the Lord Jesus was John the Baptist who had risen from the dead, which proves that John was really “like” Christ. He was a real witness of Christ. Christ had been magnified in John whether by life or by death, and “for him to live Christ, and to die gain” (See Phil. 1:20-21). 

Luke. 9:8 “and by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the old prophets had risen again.”


YLT: “and by certain, that Elijah did appear, and by others, that a prophet, one of the ancients, was risen;”

Literal Meaning: “prophets” are those who have been sent by God to preach the word of God to His people; “Elijah” was the most famous prophet among the Jews.

Luke. 9:9 “Herod said, ‘John I have beheaded, but who is this of whom I hear such things?’ So he sought to see Him.”


YLT: “and Herod said, `John I did behead, but who is this concerning whom I hear such things?’ and he was seeking to see him.”

Literal Meaning: “So he sought to see Him.” The reason why Herod sought to see Him is absolutely not of faith but of curiosity (See 23:8) and even the ill intention (See 13:31).

Luke. 9:10 “And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done. Then He took them and went aside privately into a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida.”


YLT: “And the apostles having turned back, declared to him how great things they did, and having taken them, he withdrew by himself to a desert place of a city called Bethsaida,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “And the apostles, when they had returned, told Him all that they had done.” It would be best for the Lord’s workers to report all that they had done to the Lord directly. 

2) The public report of works to everybody will always bring about jealousy and dispute. 

3) Morgan said that, “the zeal for the statistical data is the way to be self-centered. It is of the flesh and not of the spirit”. 

4) If we want to make progress in grace, we have to spend more time being with God by ourselves. The association with men may not make us improve in the spirit. An hour of prayer would always make us improve more than a day of contact with men. 

5) We need to be with God by ourselves. Drawing near to God by ourselves and the face to face communion with God will make us serve Him energetically. 
Luke. 9:11 “But when the multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had need of healing.”


YLT: “and the multitudes having known did follow him, and having received them, he was speaking to them concerning the reign of God, and those having need of service he cured.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “He received them.” Though the quiet time of the Lord was disturbed, He did not regard it as troublesome and He always dealt with the multitudes kindly. The Lord never forgets to bless men because of busyness. 

2) “And healed those who had need of healing.” The requirement of the Lord’s healing and salvation is our feeling that we have “the need”. To the one who has the need but does not have a sense of it, though the Lord has the great power, He can not heal or save him. 

Luke. 9:12 “When the day began to wear away, the twelve came and said to Him, ‘Send the multitude away, that they may go into the surrounding towns and country, and lodge and get provisions; for we are in a deserted place here.’”


YLT: “And the day began to decline, and the twelve having come near, said to him, `Let away the multitude, that having gone to the villages and the fields round about, they may lodge and may find provision, because here we are in a desert place.’” 

Literal Meaning: “we are in a deserted place here.” The “deserted place” here indicates the wasteland or the clearing that is away from the urban district of Bethsaida (See v.10). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) 
The hour was that “the day began to wear away”, location was “in a deserted place”, and the need of the multitude was so urgent and huge. We may often be encountered with such predicaments. The way to solve it is to come to the Lord and tell Him, and one shall not voice one’s own opinions. 

2) “Send the multitude away”, it is to ask the multitude to depart from the Lord and we may usually have this tone. “They may go into the surrounding towns and country, and lodge and get provisions.”------it is an irresponsible attitude.

3) Concerning our own things, we always say that, “command me to come to You” (See Matt. 14:28) and concerning the things of others, we always say that, “send the multitude away”.

4) The disciples suggested that “sent the multitude away” and “they may go into the surrounding towns and country”, for they did not know the fullness of Christ, who is able to meet all the need of men. Those who do not know the Lord always ask men to rely on themselves.

Luke. 9:13 “But He said to them, ‘You give them something to eat.’ And they said, ‘We have no more than five loaves and two fish, unless we go and buy food for all these people.’”


YLT: “And he said unto them, `Give ye them to eat;’ and they said, ‘We have no more than five loaves, and two fishes: except, having gone, we may buy for all this people victuals;’”


Spiritual Meaning: “five loaves and two fish” these on one hand symbolize the poorness of believers themselves, e.g. the limited power, wisdom and physical strength, and on the other these also typify the limited property that we have received from the Lord and the experience of the risen life of Christ.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord said, “you give them something to eat.” The Lord’s words were to compel the disciples to turn to Him so that they would know and experience Him as the merciful and mighty Lord.

2) “You give them something to eat.” The Lord’s words showed that the disciples actually had something to give to them, yet they did not know that. The Lord always firstly supplies those who draw near to Him before supplying the multitudes.

3) If believers love the Lord, they will take care of and feed the lambs of the Lord (John. 21:15-17). 

4) “We have no more than five loaves and two fish”. What we have in our own hands are too limited to meet the great need of the multitudes before our eyes. 

5) Believers must know that they are nothing and then they will turn to trust in God who calls those things which do not exist as though they did (Rom. 4:17).

Luke. 9:14 “For there were about five thousand men. Then He said to His disciples, ‘Make them sit down in groups of fifty.’”


YLT: “for they were about five thousand men. And he said unto his disciples, `Cause them to recline in companies, in each fifty;’”

Literal Meaning: “there were about five thousand men” Concerning the number “five thousand”, women and children had not been counted here (See Matt. 14:21) and only the men were counted (See Mark. 6:44). 


Spiritual Meaning: “there were about five thousand men.” “five” in the Bible symbolizes “responsibility”. Therefore this verse symbolizes that the Lord is responsible for supplying all the needs of men.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus always sets things in good order when He makes arrangement for something. In the service of the Lord, we shall also have decent and proper arrangements.

2) Let all things be done decently and with order (1Cor.14:40).

3) No matter how great our need is, the Lord can deal with all of them. 

4) In other places of the Bible it is recorded that one hundred people were filled by twenty loaves (2Kings. 4:42-44) and four thousand people by seven loaves and several fish (Matt. 15: 32-39). Here, there was the least amount of loaves and the largest number of men who had been fed, for the loaves were broken into many pieces. It did not lie in the number of the loaves, but the extent how the loaves had been broken that counted------the more they had been broken, the more need of men would be met.

Luke. 9:15 “And they did so, and made them all sit down.”


YLT: “and they did so, and made all to recline;”

Spiritual Meaning: “and made them all sit down.” It symbolizes that one has stopped his struggle and effort and rests at the feet of the Lord (See Luke. 10:39).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we want to enjoy the Lord, we have to be quiet (“sit down”) first.

2) The individual fellowship with the Lord, which is different from the corporate fellowship, embraces a special enjoyment and it is even much fuller.

Luke. 9:16 “Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the multitude.”


YLT: “and having taken the five loaves, and the two fishes, having looked up to the heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and was giving to the disciples to set before the multitude;”

Literal Meaning: “He broke them, and gave them to the disciples.” “Broke” and “gave” in Greek were in the different tenses. “Break” indicates a kind of simple action, however, “give” indicates the verb with continuous actions, showing that the loaves and fish increased continually when they were spread. 


Spiritual Meaning: this verse reveals us the way how could we become the blessing of the multitudes: 

  A. “He took” It indicates that one shall devote himself to the Lord. 

  B. “And looking up to heaven, He blessed.” God, the fountainhead of all provisions, bestows us the necessary spiritual equipments------including gifts, enlightenments, power and etc.

  C. “And broke them” It symbolizes one’s being dealt with and being broken by the cross.

  This verse also reveals the course of passing on the blessings:

  A. “He took”, being devoted to the Lord firstly;

  B. “Gave them to the disciples” returning back to us after the Lord’s blessing;

  C. “To set before the multitudes” sharing with each other. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Before we give something of ourselves to others, we should first let the Lord “take” it------only by devotion to the Lord can we receive the spiritual value.

2) If the limited things of us are lingered in our own hands, they will be nothing. But it they are devoted to the Lord, they will become blessings of many people.

3) The key point does not rest on the amount of the loaves in our hands, but whether the Lord has “blessed” them or not. When we are unable to meet the present need, if the Lord grants His blessings to us, there will be more than sufficient provisions.   

4) Blessing, breaking and eating and being filled (See v17) are the three steps of actions in order. However, breaking is in the central place of them. If there is only the blessing and there is not the breaking, the five thousands won’t be filled.  

5) Breaking indicates that one is dealt with more deeply by the cross, i.e. tearing one’s soul and mortifying the flesh. 

6) Breaking is to make something smaller and make the complete one into fragments. If men consider their own completeness, dignity and comfort, they won’t be used by the Lord. 

7) If the loaf remains perfect, it will never satisfy the need of others. However the more the loaves have been broken, the more people will be satisfied by the loaves.

8) If believers love their souls and are not willing to be broken by the Lord, they are of no value. If you are unwilling to be broken by the Lord, you should have devoted yourself to the hand of the Lord. 

9) The word “gave” shows that believers are merely the channels of the Lord to deliver the Lord’s provisions.

10) The disciples delivered something to others (“to set before the multitude”) because they had received from the Lord (“gave them to the disciples”). The Lord makes us experience His life first and then we can supply others with His life.

11) We shall not hide the experience that we have obtained from the Lord every time, even though it seems so limited. And we should learn to share it with others.

12) We are just the “loaves” in the hand of the Lord. Those who have eaten the bread are grateful to “the One who distributes the bread”------the Lord, not to the “loaves”------us. As for the service and provision in the assembly, all glory and gratitude should be given to the Lord instead of us. 

Luke. 9:17 “So they all ate and were filled, and twelve baskets of the leftover fragments were taken up by them.”


YLT: “and they did eat, and were all filled, and there was taken up what was over to them of broken pieces, twelve baskets.”

Literal Meaning: “the leftover fragments were taken up” We should not ruin or waste food, for it is gifted by God (See John. 6:12). 

“Basket”, it was a kind of vessel which the Jews usually took with and it could be hitched on their arms to carry food or other sundries.


Spiritual Meaning: “they all ate” All can enjoy Him. 

  “They were filled.” He can satisfy all men. 

  “The leftover fragments” The provisions of the Lord are more than sufficient. 

  “Twelve baskets were taken up by them.” “Twelve” represents the perfection and His provisions are fully complete. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the five loaves and two fish are limited, if one is reluctant to devote them to the Lord, they will be even insufficient for his own need. However, once they are devoted to the Lord, they will produce abundant provisions after the Lord’s blessing. 

2) Taking up the leftover fragments teaches us that we should value the grace of the Lord and we should never ruin the grace. We should preserve the superfluous part for the possible future use. 

3) When we have learned to give the unsearchable fullness of Christ to others, we will find what we have received (“twelve baskets were taken up by them”) is much more than what we have given (“five loaves and two fish”). 

Luke. 9:18 “And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them, saying, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’”


YLT: “And it came to pass, as he is praying alone, the disciples were with him, and he questioned them, saying, ‘Who do the multitudes say me to be?’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “As He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him.” The key to receive the heavenly revelation is to enter into the fellowship of the presence of the Holy Trinity. 

2) “He asked them, saying, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’” The knowledge of Jesus Christ is the door to enter the heavenly realm. Those who do not know Jesus Christ cannot partake in the assembly and the kingdom of God. 

Luke. 9:19 “So they answered and said, ‘John the Baptist, but some say Elijah; and others say that one of the old prophets has risen again.’”


YLT: “And they answering said, `John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and others, that a prophet, one of the ancients, was risen;’”

Literal Meaning: “John the Baptist”, his feature is the testimony of life (See 1:6).

  “Elijah”, his feature is his being jealous for God (See 1Kings. 19:14);

  “One of the old prophets,” the feature of “prophets” is to speak for God.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah and all prophets were all servants of God and they all spoke for God. Many aspects of them were like Christ. However, they were not Christ. Men are unable to know Christ completely without revelations. 

2) Even the disciple who were with the Lord all the day did not seem to know Christ clearly. Those who speak Christ with their mouth may not truly know Christ. 

Luke. 9:20 “He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter answered and said, ‘The Christ of God.’” 


YLT: “and he said to them, ‘And ye who do ye say me to be?’ and Peter answering said, ‘The Christ of God.’” 

Literal Meaning: “The Christ of God” “Christ” is “the anointed one” (Dan. 9:26) and it is the Lord’s administration from God. God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and sent Him into the world to fulfill His mission (See 4:18-19). 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The hearsay and secondhand knowledge (“some say”) do not count. Only the personal and firsthand knowledge (“do you say”) counts. What’s important is whether we have the true knowledge of the Lord. 

2) Knowing the Lord is the starting point for men to forsake everything and pursue and obtain Christ (See Pill. 3:8-12). 

3) Only believing in Him is not enough, one has to confess Him with his mouth (See Rom. 10:9-10). The Lord likes us to declare that He is “the Christ of God”. 

Luke. 9:21 “And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one,”


YLT: “And having charged them, he commanded [them] to say this to no one,”

Literal Meaning: because the Jews had wrong conceptions towards “Christ” (the Messiah). They thought that the coming Messiah is the savior of the race and He would lead the Jews to rebel the domination of the different race to build a kingdom of peace of the Jews. Therefore if they had publicized that “He is Christ”, it is of no help to His work of salvation and it may also cause trouble. 


Enlightenment in the Word: natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to Him (See 1Cor. 2:14) and therefore we should not tell the experience and things of the Spirit of God to others randomly (See Matt. 7:6). 

Luke. 9:22 “saying, ‘The Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.’” 


YLT: “saying ‘It behoveth the Son of Man to suffer many things, and to be rejected by the elders, and chief priests, and scribes, and to be killed, and the third day to be raised.’” 

Literal Meaning: “the Son of Man must suffer many things” “the Son of Man” originates from “the chapter of the Messiah” (Dan. 7:13-14). When He was on earth, the Lord Jesus called Himself “the Son of Man” instead of “the Messiah”. Because at that time the Messiah was the political figure in the hearts of the Jews who was sent by God to lead the Jews to resist the Roman Empire and rebuild the dynasty of David the king. Absolutely the Lord was unwilling to let the Jews misunderstand Him as that one. 

  “The Son of Man” shows that He suffered first and then become the Messiah who gained the glory (See Is. 53; Dan. 7:13-14). The Lord Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem to suffer the pain and death. He did not show off the fleshly boldness, however, He did so to keep the will of God to complete the great work of salvation. 

  “Be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes” It means to be rejected by the Jewish council; “the elders and chief priests and scribes” are the main members of the council. “Reject” in the original means to reject after tests and therefore it is the intentional rejection instead of the neglect. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The greatest cross of believers is not the trouble from unbelievers but from those who have position in the assembly and the knowledge of the Bible (“the elders and chief priests”) and the trouble is many-sided (“many things”). 

2) After men have known Christ with His divinity (See v.20), they have to know Christ who had redeemed men through death. 
3) The cross is that He was put to death, however, it did not stop in death and He rose from the dead the third day. This is a faithful saying: for if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him (2Tim. 2:11; See 2Cor. 4:10-14).

4) The cross includes three parts: suffering, being killed and resurrection. Unfortunately, the ordinary Christians only know and experience the suffering and lack the experience of being killed and resurrection. 

Luke. 9:23 “Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”


YLT: “And he said unto all, `If any one doth will to come after me, let him disown himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me;”

Literal Meaning: “let him deny himself” “deny”: disown, abstain. It means not only denying the connection but also breaking off the connection. “Deny himself” means that one no longer considers himself as the center of his life and behaviors. 

  “And take up his cross daily, and follow me.” There are two kinds of crosses: 1) Christ’s cross------it is for atonement (1Pet. 2:24); 2) the individual cross of believers (his cross) ------it is for one to be crucified with the Lord (Rom. 6:6). 

  “Follow” in the original means “to continue unceasingly”. If one wants to “follow the Lord”, he has to forsake the value of self-concern in the world and himself in order to do the will of the Lord completely. This kind of men will be able to be released from the shackles of the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “If anyone” means that “anyone is able to”. All believers should follow the Lord without exception and nobody could avoid this. 

2) Our “selves” is the greatest trouble that blocks us to follow the Lord. Only when we have denied ourselves will we obey the Lord’s guidance unconditionally and walk in the way of the Lord. 

3) The cross is to save others and not to save Himself (Mark. 15:31). If we want to walk in the way of the cross, we have to save others and not to save ourselves. If one saves himself, he cannot save others. 

4) The slogan of the cross is to “take away” (John. 19:15) and therefore taking up the cross is taking away oneself, that is to deny oneself------being crucified to the world and to himself (Gal. 6:14). 

5) If we want to follow the Lord, we have to deny ourselves; if we want to deny ourselves, we have to take up our own crosses. The cross that the Lord has arranged for everyone is different and everyone has his own cross. 

6) The principle of “denying oneself and taking up his own cross” is the destruction which is different from the idea “self-restraint” of the Chinese sages. The one who is good at self-restraining has the greatest “self”. “Self-restraint” is to build oneself and it is to rely oneself to deal with problems. One’s “self-restraint” could gain others’ praise and let others notice that his tolerance is so great that he could bear this and he does not bother the rascals. However, Christians should reject the “self-restraint” and receive the break and destruction of the cross under the light of God. 

Luke. 9:24 “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.”


YLT: “for whoever may will to save his life, shall lose it, and whoever may lose his life for my sake, he shall save it;”

Meaning of Words: “loses”: die, miss, destroy.


Literal Meaning: “life” is “soul” in original. It includes thought, feeling and will. 

  This verse means that anyone who seeks comfort and ease in this time and satisfies his soul will suffer in the coming age and lose the enjoyment of soul. Anyone who suffers for the Lord’s sake will receive the enjoyment of soul in the coming age. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The one who wants to save actually loses and the one who wants to lose actually saves; the one who gains actually loses and the one who wants to lose actually gain (See v.25). The knowledge of this principle will save men from grudging eternally. 

2) “Losing his life” in this verse is also “denying oneself” and “taking up his cross”; what the cross deals with finally is the self and the life of soul. 

3) Taking up one’s cross and denying oneself always make the soul suffer. Anything that is unable to make the soul suffer could not be counted as the cross. 

Luke. 9:25 “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?”


YLT: “for what is a man profited, having gained the whole world, and having lost or having forfeited himself?”

Literal Meaning: “if he gains the whole world” “the whole world” indicates all that one may attain or gain in this life. 

  “And is himself destroyed or lost.” It means the death. 

If a man gains the whole world, he only let his soul have the short enjoyment. If someone loses his won soul, his soul will suffer the eternal losses. Everyone knows fairly well that which one is profitable in these two conditions. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world is useful when men are alive. However, men couldn’t exchange the world for life because life is more precious than the world. 

2) This verse shows that “the world” is opposite to “life”. If someone loves the world, he will lose his life. Therefore we should not love the world and should treasure the life. 

3) Life is indeed precious, however, the problem is that men’s life will die one day. Therefore we should seize the opportunity to use our life when we are still alive (See Eph. 5:16). 

4) We should not use our life for ourselves------with the purpose of pursuit that one should gain the whole world. We should use our life for the Lord------with the purpose of pursuit that one is proud of the Lord and His words (See v.26).

Luke. 9:26 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels.” 


YLT: “`For whoever may be ashamed of me, and of my words, of this one shall the Son of Man be ashamed, when he may come in his glory, and the Father’s, and the holy messengers’;” 

Literal Meaning: “whoever is ashamed of Me and My words” “be ashamed of” shows that one may be humiliated by the world because of this. The fear of humiliation is one reason that blocks believers from committing themselves to Christ completely. 

  “Of him the Son of Man will be ashamed” It shows that when He comes again in His glory, He will execute the judgment according to everyone’s attitude towards Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who wholeheartedly want to cater to and please the sinful and adulterous world and do not want to follow and please the Lord will not partake in the kingdom of God 

2) “Me and My words” that the Lord had mentioned are “Christ and the cross” that had been spoken previously (See v.20, 22). Whoever is ashamed of Christ and the cross, of him will be ashamed of in the kingdom. On the contrary, whoever is proud of Christ and the cross, he will partake in the glory of future. 

3) If indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified with Him (Rom. 8:17); however, if we enjoy the pleasure of sin, we will receive the recompense that fits. 

4) The order of the revelations in this chapter is: 1) Christ; 2) the cross; 3) the glory. Christ is the center of the revelations; the cross is the way to manifest Christ; the glory is the peak to manifest Christ. 

5) Only knowing Christ and walking in the way of cross will make Christ be fully manifested and this is the glory. 
Luke. 9:27 “But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.’”


YLT: “and I say to you, truly, there are certain of those here standing, who shall not taste of death till they may see the reign of God.’”

Literal Meaning: “who shall not taste death” means “before the departure”. 

  “They see the kingdom of God.” According to literal meaning, this is fulfilled in the experience of the Mountain Hermon from v.28-36 in this chapter (See Matt. 17:1-8). This shows that the vision on the Mountain Hermon is the vision of the kingdom of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the overcoming believers will fully and completely taste the glory of the kingdom of God in the coming age, they have a foretaste of being glorified in this time. 

2) Though the way of the cross is painful, its reward is the glory. Whoever walks in the way of the cross with the Lord will gain joy and reward that exceedingly surpass the pain that he had suffered and the price that he had paid. 

Luke. 9:28 “Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, after these words, as it were eight days, that having taken Peter, and John, and James, he went up to the mountain to pray,”

Literal Meaning: “about eight days” There were six days (See Matt. 17:1-8) between the day when Peter confessed Jesus as Christ (See v.20) and the day when they climbed the mountain. Here the beginning and last must have been counted and therefore it is recorded “about eight days”. 

  “Went up on the mountain to pray” At that time, they were in the region of Caesarea Philippi (See Matt. 16:13-16) and therefore the mountain may be “the Mount Hermon” (See Deut. 3:8-9, Ps. 133:3). 

Spiritual Meaning: “He took Peter, John, and James” they represent overcomers in the believers of the New Testament. 

  “Went up on the mountain to pray” It indicates that they have communion with God in the heavenly realm. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We have to live in the resurrection (“about eight days”) and in the heavenly realm (“went up on the mountain”). Then we will see the manifestation of the Lord’s glory. 

2) Only few people who love the Lord with pure hearts (Peter, James and John) and have communion with God in the heavenly realm will partake in the glory of kingdom. 

3) To those who are on the mountain with the Lord, the heaven is not far from them. Many people see the heaven open when are praying and meditating. Many people feel as if a surge of billows suddenly plunge into them when they have communion with God in secret. They all foretaste the joy in heaven. 

4) We should not think that only Peter, John and James are worthy to follow the Lord to the mountain. Peter was impetuous. James and John were bad-tempered. They had misunderstood their Lord and the Lord’s mission. Therefore you had no excuse for not letting the Lord bring you to the mountain. You should not give yourself up as hopeless or say that, “only the few spiritual ones could undergo these unusual experiences”. 

Luke. 9:29 “As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening.”


YLT: “and it came to pass, in his praying, the appearance of his face became altered, and his garment white sparkling.”

Meaning of Words: “glisten”: shine, sparkle. 


Literal Meaning: “the appearance of His face was altered” It indicates that they were clear-headed and saw the Lord being transfigured with eyes instead of in dream (See 2Pet. 1:16, 1John. 1:1). 


Spiritual Meaning: “the appearance of His face was altered” This is a preview of the Lord’s second coming that His image of glory (See 2Cor. 3:18) will be fully manifested in the hidden and lowly flesh.

  “His robe became white and glistening” “robe” symbolizes behavior. Therefore it shows that in the kingdom of God, the deeds of the Lord are white, bright and glorious. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) One day, we will be transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord (2Cor. 3:18). 

2) When the Lord comes, He shall come to be gloried in His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (2Thess. 1:10). 

Luke. 9:30 “And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah,”


YLT: “And lo, two men were speaking together with him, who were Moses and Elijah,” 

The Background: Elijah went up into heaven without the experience of death (See 2Kings. 2:11). Though Moses died in the land of Moab, nobody knew where his tomb was (See Deut. 34:5-6). Moreover, Michael the archangel disputed the body of Moses with the devil (See Jude. 9), implying that God kept his body and would make him resurrect with the original appearance. Therefore these two men are probably “the two witnesses” used by God before the coming of the kingdom of a thousand years (See Rev. 11:3-12). 


Literal Meaning: “talked with Him” They talked about that He was about to be killed in Jerusalem (See v.31). 


Spiritual Meaning: “Moses and Elijah,” “Moses” here represents the Law that is the word written by God; “Elijah” here is the type of prophets who speak for God. The Law and prophets both bear witness to Christ. 

  Because “Moses” had died, he represents overcomers who died and would rise again. “Elijah” had not died and therefore he represents overcomers who are caught up when they are alive. 
Luke. 9:31 “who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.”


YLT: “who having appeared in glory, spake of his outgoing that he was about to fulfil in Jerusalem,”

Meaning of Words: “decease”: departing. 


Literal Meaning: “spoke of His decease” “Decease” and “exodus” are the same word in the original, showing that they talked about not only His decease but also His resurrection and ascension (See v.57). 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The decease of the Lord Jesus is such a great event that it is related to men both in the New Testament and the Old Testament. 

2) The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus deals with the matter of sins, the world and death. His crucifixion also destroys Satan and brings salvation to all the human beings. Therefore it is the greatest thing in the world. 

Luke. 9:32 “But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him.”


YLT: “but Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep, and having waked, they saw his glory, and the two men standing with him.”
Luke. 9:33 “Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’--not knowing what he said.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in their parting from him, Peter said unto Jesus, ‘Master, it is good to us to be here; and we may make three booths, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah,’ not knowing what he saith:”

Literal Meaning: “Master, it is good for us to be here” “Master” means “teacher”; and only the one who experiences this personally know how “good” it is. 

  “Let us make three tabernacles.” It shows that Peter deeply expected to stay in the vision and the realm of the kingdom for long and he forgot the Lord’s words that “the Son of Man must suffer many things” (See v.22). 

  “One for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” Peter said so because he thought the Lord Jesus, Moses and Elijah were equal. 

  “Not knowing what he said.” The vision on the Mountain made deep impression on Peter and greatly affected the service throughout his life from that day forwards (See 1Pet. 1:16-18). Because of his naïve spiritual knowledge, he did not speak probably and this could not correctly reflect his inner feeling. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “It is good for us to be here.” Truly, the best thing for us who have been granted the grace is the glorious appearing of the Lord in the depth of the spirit. When He appears to us, all of us will feel “good”. 

2) “Let us make here three tabernacles.” It shows that Peter not only wanted to keep “Christ” but also wanted to keep “the persons and things” that were related to Christ. He had held them high even to the same position with Christ. This is the mistake that Christians usually make. 

3) “Let us make here three tabernacles.” It also shows that someone only wants to stay in the state of glory and blessing on the mountain and does not want to come down from the mountain to face sufferings and take up his cross. However, through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts. 14:22). 

4) The Law and prophets (Moses and the prophets) existed in order to guide men to know Christ. Though they were very important, they cannot be treated equal with Christ because they were only a shadow and the substance is Christ (See Col. 2:17). 

5) In the kingdom of God, any ceremony, regulation (the Law) and spiritual giant (the prophet) is unworthy to share the equal position with Christ. 

6) Though Moses and Elijah were most respected by the children of Israel, they cannot be mentioned in the same breath with the Lord. Any spiritual giant or religious leader is unworthy to share the glory of Christ. Our Lord is the lord of lords, the king of kings. Only He is worthy to be solely glorified. 

7) Work and labor (which Moses stands for), and faith and power (which Elijah stands for) cannot share glory with the Lord. We should let Him have the first place in all things (Col. 1:18). 

8) Believers should take heed of their words and we should not speak randomly. 

Luke. 9:34 “While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were fearful as they entered the cloud.”


YLT: “and as he was speaking these things, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them, and they feared in their entering into the cloud,”

Literal Meaning: “a cloud came and overshadowed them” “Cloud” is accompanied with God’s presence, protection and guidance (See Exod. 16:10, 19:9, 24:15-18, 33:9-10). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Sometimes our life on earth is unavoidably full of black clouds. However, in the heavenly kingdom in future, every cloud is bright. 

2) Only the heavenly revelations could overthrow the silly fervency and make men truly fear God (“they were fearful”).

Luke. 9:35 “And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!’”


YLT: “and a voice came out of the cloud saying, ‘This is My Son the Beloved; hear ye him;’”

Literal Meaning: “And a voice came out of the cloud” It is the voice of God. God Himself broke the words of Peter with a voice and corrected his wrong conception. 

  “This is My beloved Son.” It shows the Father’s praise to Jesus (See Ps. 2:7, Gen. 22:2). When Jesus was baptized, the Father said the same word (See 1:11) and praised His “behaviors” of thirty years that satisfied the will of the Father. Here He praised His “works” of three years that also satisfied the will of the Father. 

  “Hear Him!” means “unto Him you shall hearken” (See Deut. 18:15). Only “His word” is worthy to be solely respected and the word of anyone else cannot be compared with His word. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only the Lord is the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father (John. 1:18). Only He deeply knows the will of the Father and therefore we should “hear Him”. God likes us to solely respect and hear Him and we should no longer hear anyone else. 

2) Men will truly know the Lord only when they “hear” the voice of God.  

3) In the time of the New Testament, we should not hear outward regulations and traditions (the Law) or spiritual giants (the prophets). We should hear the Lord who dwells in us. 

4) Believers always like to “talk about” Him and seldom “hear” Him.

5) Those who truly “hear” the Lord assuredly obey His word. Only the hearing of God’s word with obedience is the true hearing (See James. 1:22-25).
Luke. 9:36 “When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. But they kept quiet, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen.”


YLT: “and when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone; and they were silent, and declared to no one in those days anything of what they have seen.”

Literal Meaning: “But they kept quiet, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen.” After the Lord Jesus was raised from the dead, the disciples told men their experience on the mountain in order to bear witness to the identity of the Lord Jesus. However, it is harmful to tell men the things before the Lord Jesus was raised from the dead. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who truly have spiritual sights see that “Jesus was found alone”. 

2) Spiritual progress depends on our eyes which may be gradually turned away from persons and things that are besides the Lord and be fixed steadfastly on Him. 

3) We should not tell the vision on the mountain to others randomly at the foot of the mountain (i.e. this time) because: a) the time has not come; b) only those who have received the Lord’s living life are able to understand, talk about and enter into the reality of the vision (See 1Cor. 2:10-15). 

4) We should not tell to the public randomly what we have seen in secret until the right time. 

5) Believers should learn from the example of the Lord Jesus to speak and walk------if the time has not come, we should say and do nothing (See John. 7:6). 

Luke. 9:37 “Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, that a great multitude met Him.”


YLT: “And it came to pass on the next day, they having come down from the mount, there met him a great multitude,”
Luke. 9:38 “Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, ‘Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child.”


YLT: “and lo, a man from the multitude cried out, saying, `Teacher, I beseech thee, look upon my son, because he is my only begotten;”
Luke. 9:39 “And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from him with great difficulty, bruising him.”


YLT: “and lo, a spirit doth take him, and suddenly he doth cry out, and it teareth him, with foaming, and it hardly departeth from him, bruising him,”

Literal Meaning: “it convulses him” “Convulse” indicates that one’s body twitches and jerks involuntarily. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord led the disciples come down from the mountain and they met the one who was possessed by the devil. This shows us that: 

  A. Truly, it is sweet to see the glorious Christ on the mountain, however, we should not forget men who are pressed by the devil at the foot of the mountain. They are waiting for us to release and save them. 

  B. We must go up to the mountain and see the glorious Christ first and then we could come down from the mountain to cast out the unclean spirit. 

2) The work of the devil is to make a fool of men and make them be unable to decide for themselves. 

Luke. 9:40 “So I implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.’”


YLT: “and I besought thy disciples that they might cast it out, and they were not able.’”

Literal Meaning: “but they could not” Please note that the Lord had given them power and authority over all demons (See v.1).


Spiritual Meaning: “I implored Your disciples” “disciples” represent believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The reason why the disciples could not cast out the devil is not the ineffectiveness of power given by the Lord but that they were unable to use the power under the state at that time. If the spiritual state of believers falls behind, the spiritual power will be restrained to take effect. 

2) Many times, when men are confronted with difficulties, they do not ask the Lord for help but spiritual men (“disciples”) and consequently the difficulties still exist. 

3) “But they could not”. Originally believers have heavenly power to cast out demons. However, we always fail in real life. 

Luke. 9:41 “Then Jesus answered and said, ‘O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.’”


YLT: “And Jesus answering said, `O generation, unstedfast and perverse, till when shall I be with you, and suffer you? bring near hither thy son;’”

Meaning of Words: “faithless”: unbelief; “perverse”: distort, turn away. 


Literal Meaning: “faithless and perverse generation,” “Faithless” is towards the Lord’s power; “perverse” is towards the Lord’s will. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What mostly hurts the Lord (“how long shall I bear with you?”) is the evil heart of unbelief (See Heb. 3:12). 

2) The Lord’s signing words show that the reason why the disciples could not cure him is that the Lord was not with them in the flesh. They forgot to draw the Lord’s presence in spirit (See 1Cor. 5:3) and tried to cast out the demon, relying on themselves and consequently it resulted in failure. 

3) The generation was wicked and adulterous and therefore it could not enjoy the goodness of the Lord’s presence. However, if one is willing to come to the Lord and implore Him, he will finally be cured. 

4) Believers cannot be jointed to the Lord and draw His power and authority because of their unbelief. 
Luke. 9:42 “And as he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed him. Then Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his father.”


YLT: “and as he is yet coming near, the demon rent him, and tore [him] sore, and Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the youth, and gave him back to his father.”

Meaning of Words: “rebuke”: scold, forbid.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the Lord Jesus and the disciples were on the mount, everything is white and glistening (See v.29). However, when they were in the real environments at the foot of the mount, they were confronted with the problem of the power of darkness (the demon). 

2) We should never be polite when dealing with the demon. We should use the heavenly power and “rebuke” it and it would flee. 

3) The sickness of that child was caused by the demon and when the demon was cast out, he was cured. When we pray for the healing of disease, we should have spiritual sight to discern whether the reason of the disease is due to nature or super nature. 

Luke. 9:43 “And they were all amazed at the majesty of God. But while everyone marveled at all the things which Jesus did, He said to His disciples,”


YLT: “And they were all amazed at the greatness of God, and while all are wondering at all things that Jesus did, he said unto his disciples,”

Meaning of Words: “amazed”: astound, astonish; “majesty”: stately, magnificent. 

Luke. 9:44 “‘Let these words sink down into your ears, for the Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men.’”


YLT: “`Lay ye to your ears these words, for the Son of Man is about to be delivered up to the hands of men.’”

Literal Meaning: “the Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men.” It indicates that He would be sold out and be delivered to the local government (See Mark. 9:31). 


Enlightenment in the word:
1) The one who was manifested as the incomparably glorious king in vision even “is about to be betrayed into the hands of men”, showing that one has to suffer before gaining in the glory (See 1Pet. 5:1). 

2) If indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be gloried together (Rom. 8:17). 

3) Before the complete fulfillment of the glorious vision, one has to go through the way of cross. Only those who have experienced the cross will partake in the reality of the glorious vision. 

Luke. 9:45 “But they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from them so that they did not perceive it; and they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.”


YLT: “And they were not knowing this saying, and it was veiled from them, that they might not perceive it, and they were afraid to ask him about this saying.”

Literal Meaning: the Lord predicted that He would be killed and raised again and again, however, the disciples still cannot understand His words. 

Luke. 9:46 “Then a dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest.”


YLT: “And there entered a reasoning among them, this, Who may be greater of them?”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Not merely the world likes to dispute that who is the greatest, but also this difficulty exists in the assembly. 

2) The inclination to dispute that who is the greatest is of the natural life of the old man. Only those who live in the spiritual life of the new man are able to solve this problem. 

Luke. 9:47 “And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a little child and set him by Him,”


YLT: “and Jesus having seen the reasoning of their heart, having taken hold of a child, set him beside himself,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A child holds that he has nothing to boast and therefore his humbleness is sincere. Whoever holds that he is nothing, owns nothing and only leads a life relying on God’s mercy and grace is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

2) The Lord humbled Himself and therefore He was highly exalted by God (Pill. 2:8-9). The principle in the spiritual realm is that for every one who humbles himself shall be exalted (See Luke. 18:14). 

3) The humbler one is, the more he is able to be reigned by God and the greater he is in the kingdom of heaven. 

4) Children are able to have rest in the present position and do not feel that they entail strenuous effort or suffer losses. 
Luke. 9:48 “and said to them, ‘Whoever receives this little child in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be great.’”


YLT: “and said to them, ‘Whoever may receive this child in my name, doth receive me, and whoever may receive me, doth receive Him who sent me, for he who is least among you all he shall be great.’”

Literal Meaning: “whoever receives this little child in My name” “In My name” has three meanings: 1) in order to glorify the name of the Lord; 2) for the Lord Himself; 3) according to the fact that the child is of the Lord. “Receive”: welcome, be concerned about, accept willingly. 

  “Whoever receives this little child receives Me.” “Little child” indicates believers who are spiritually naïve and weak. Grown-ups always dislike the childishness, ignorance and bother of children. Only those who become little children are able to willingly receive those who are children in minds (See 1Cor. 13:11, 14:20). This kind of reception shall be remembered by the Lord (See Matt. 10:42, 25:40). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should love both Christ and all the Saints. 

2) In the sight of the Lord, our attitudes towards men are equivalent to our attitudes towards Himself (See Matt. 10:40). 

3) “For he who is least among you all will be great.” In the assembly, only those who are willing to humble themselves and serve others are the true spiritual leaders. 

4) Truly, “being greatest” is to take care of those who are weak, ordinary, and helpless and those who are despised by others. 
Luke. 9:49 “Now John answered and said, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow with us.’”


YLT: “And John answering said, ‘Master, we saw a certain one in thy name casting forth the demons, and we forbade him, because he doth not follow with us;’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In service, we should not haggle over that whether others “follow with us”------whether they do according to our methods, tunes, customs and etc. 

2) We will forbid him if one does not follow with us. The narrow conception and execution are often seen in the past two thousand years in the history of church. In many groups of the church, as long as someone does not agree with the opinion of the leader, he will be forbidden by them and therefore it results in the division. 

3) It is “the spirit of sect” to condemn and forbid whoever does not “follow with us” concerning views, methods and actions. The one with the spirit of sect has not been dealt with by the cross. 

4) Many ministers become indignant and want to revenge others by spiritual ways (for example: they assault others in the message of alter or spiritual books and periodicals; they belittle others in the arrangement of service) because they have not received others’ approval. These are not in accord with the spirit of Christ. 

5) What many men pay attention to is the accordance of the outward form. However, what the Lord pays attention to is whether they have the inner spiritual reality. 
Luke. 9:50 “But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on our side.’”


YLT: “and Jesus said unto him, ‘Forbid not, for he who is not against us, is for us.’”

Literal Meaning: “Do not forbid him” Obviously, the mind of the Lord Jesus is not as narrow as that of the disciples. What the Lord cares is that men glorify Him virtually instead of following Him exteriorly. 

  “For he who is not against us is on our side.” It means that whoever shares a bitter hatred of the enemy profits us. 

  Controversial Clarification: the words in this verse seem to be contradictory to the sentence “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters” in Luke. 11:23. Actually, it is not so. In chapter 11 the Lord meant that believers should agree with each other in “faith” and “those who are against the Lord”. However, the Lord here meant that believers could have distinctions in “methods” and “fellow-workers” and we should tolerate each other. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Believers should not form small groups and we should not reject the dissidents. 

2) We should be severe towards enemies and lenient towards believers. 

3) Men’s attitude towards Christ is only approval or disapproval and there isn’t the intermediate attitude. However, concerning the views and methods in service, we should not require others to follow with us. 

Luke. 9:51 “Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem,”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in the completing of the days of his being taken up, that he fixed his face to go on to Jerusalem,”

Spiritual Meaning: “He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.” It means that “He steadfastly set His face to take up His cross to fulfill the will of God”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “That He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.” The Lord has a fixed direction in His way and He walked with a fixed purpose. When we follow the Lord, we must have the fixed direction and purpose. 

2) Paul said that “I do one thing, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Pill. 3:13-14). It is the aim that he pursues. Friends, is this that you pursue? 

3) The cross was taken up by Him before He was received up into the heaven. Since believers know that the coming of the Lord draws nigh, we should determine to do the will that God has set for us------taking up the cross to follow the Lord. 

Luke. 9:52 “and sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him.”


YLT: “and he sent messengers before his face, and having gone on, they went into a village of Samaritans, to make ready for him,”

The Background: Samaria was on the north side of the land of Judaea. The north kingdom of Israel was conquered by the Assyrian in 700 BC, most of the Jews were carried to Assyria as captives and the king of Assyria brought people from nations and made them dwell in this place (See 2Kings. 17). From then on, the lineage of the residents in this place was mixed. In the time of Jesus, the Jews regarded the Samaritans as “bastards” and they disdained to contact with them (See John. 4:9). 

Luke. 9:53 “But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem.”


YLT: “and they did not receive him, because his face was going on to Jerusalem.”

The Background: In the time of Jesus, the Samaritans were especially hostile towards the Jews who passed by Samaria to go to Jerusalem to keep feast and they rejected to provide the accommodation for them. Therefore the Jew who lived in Galilee usually avoided passing by Samaria and they walked along the way on the east of the lake of Jordan and went down to Jerusalem. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The way of cross is not welcome to men. Whenever you make up your mind to walk in the way of cross, men will not receive you. 

2) The carnal Christians (the Samaritans) could not understand the will of God at all and therefore they show unfriendly attitude towards those who desire to do the will of God whole-heartedly. 

Luke. 9:54 “And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?’”


YLT: “And his disciples James and John having seen, said, `Sir, wilt thou [that] we may command fire to come down from the heaven, and to consume them, as also Elijah did?’”

Literal Meaning: James and John were irritable and therefore they were called “sons of thunder” (Mark. 3:17). Here they spoke the words of impatience. 

  “Just as Elijah did” Elijah the prophet once asked the fire come down from heaven and consume the people who were sent by Ahab the king (See 2Kings. 1:10-12).

Luke. 9:55 “But He turned and rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.”


YLT: “and having turned, he rebuked them, and said, `Ye have not known of what spirit ye are;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Natural men can only see others’ shortcomings instead of their own weak points. 

2) The wrath of men does not produce the righteousness of God (James. 1:20). Those who want to help the Lord by their own natural feeling and zeal destroy the building of the Lord contrarily. 

Luke. 9:56 “For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them.’ And they went to another village.”


YLT: “for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save;’ and they went on to another village.”

Literal Meaning: “not to destroy men's lives but to save them” means that “not to revenge but to provide”. 

Luke. 9:57 “Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, ‘Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.’”


YLT: “And it came to pass, as they are going on in the way, a certain one said unto him, `I will follow thee wherever thou mayest go, sir;’”
Literal Meaning: “someone said to Him” This one was a scribe (See Matt. 8:17) who was the Bible scholar of the Old Testament. He was not called by the Lord and he took the initiative to “come” to the Lord. 

“I will follow You wherever You go.” He may want to gain the mysterious power to do wonders in order to be outstanding in the circle of religion because he had seen the Lord casting out demons and healing diseases. 

Luke. 9:58 “And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.’”


YLT: “and Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes, and the fowls of the heaven places of rest, but the Son of Man hath not where he may recline the head.’”

Literal Meaning: the words of the Lord show that: even animals have places to inhabit on earth. However, the Lord sacrificed the warm and rest of family life in order to do the will of God. The Lord said so not to gain others’ sympathy. Through this He showed us that following the Lord is not pleasant and contrarily one may suffer many pains. 

  “But the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” The word shows that the Lord does not have a place of rest on earth; and suffering is the sign of His life (See 2:12). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord had sojourned on earth for us and what shall we do for Him?

2) The Lord was rejected on earth and He had no place to lay His head. Today what He asks for us is to dwell in our hearts through faith (See Eph. 3:17).

3) If someone takes the initiative to follow the Lord, He will ask him to consider the prices because natural zealousness will be step back by prices eventually. 

4) When we have a will to follow the Lord (v.57), we should make great determination and for the sake of the Lord, we could even sacrifice the warm and enjoyment in family life.

Luke. 9:59 “Then He said to another, ‘Follow Me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’”


YLT: “And he said unto another, ‘Be following me;’ and he said, ‘Sir, permit me, having gone away, first to bury my father;’”

The Background: the Jews attached great importance to bury their family members. They held that this was the sacred responsibility of sons and daughters and it was more important than any religious duty. Even the religious regulations could be delayed for this. 
Literal Meaning: “let me first go and bury my father.” It is a proverb at that time and it means to serve parents while they are alive and give proper burial after their death. That disciple meant that he wanted to do his duty as a son to his family first and then he would follow the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Lord, let me first…” His word is self-contradictory. Should the Lord be first or should I be first? Since we call the Lord lord, we should value the Lord’s will more than ours. 

2) It is the most common phenomenon for Christians today that we put our things first and delay ourselves to follow and serve the Lord. 

3) It is absolutely reasonable and right for us to show love and respect to the dying or dead father. However, any reasonable and right person or thing should not be the excuse for us to reject the calling of the Lord. 

Luke. 9:60 “Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.’”


YLT: “and Jesus said to him, ‘Suffer the dead to bury their own dead, and thou, having gone away, publish the reign of God.’”
Literal Meaning: the first “dead” indicates sinners who are dead in the spirit (Eph. 2:1, 5). The second “dead” indicates men who are dead in the flesh. The Lord here did not ask us not to care about the needs of our family. (The Lord, at the point of death on the cross, asked His disciple to look after His mother. See John. 19:26-27). The Lord meant that we should not wait and follow the Lord until all the earthly things are done well. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To the scribe who took the initiative to follow the Lord, He asked him to sit down and count the price (See v.57-58). To the disciple who had been called and would draw back, the Lord encouraged him to go forth. It shows that what’s important in following the Lord is whether we have the calling of the Lord rather than our own willingness. 

2) Anyone knows the true significance of life would give priority to doing the command of the Lord and would not let the less important things disturb his service to the Lord. 

Luke. 9:61 “And another also said, ‘Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.’”


YLT: “And another also said, ‘I will follow thee, sir, but first permit me to take leave of those in my house;’”

Literal Meaning: “let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.” It is the ordinary politeness in life for one to “bid them farewell who are at my house”. Even if it is the most elementary formality, it is wrong to give the priority over “obeying the Lord immediately and completely”. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) When following the Lord, we are always confronted with a choice: who is more important, “the Lord” or our “family members”? 

2) If we love our father or mother above the Lord, we are not worthy of Him. If we love our son or daughter above the Lord, we are not worthy of Him (Matt. 10:37). 
3) When the Lord calls us, if we have not made the determination to devote ourselves to Him and follow Him, probably we won’t have any chance to follow Him forever. 

Luke. 9:62 “But Jesus said to him, ‘No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.’”


YLT: “and Jesus said unto him, ‘No one having put his hand on a plough, and looking back, is fit for the reign of God.’”

The Background: the Lord Jesus was once a carpenter (Mark. 6:3). It is said that He was good at making the handles of plow, yokes and other tools for plowing. Therefore He was very familiar with the plow and yoke (See Matt. 11:29-30). 

  “Having put his hand to the plow, and looking back” In ancient times, men plowed the land with the plow. The farmer put his hands to the plow when the livestock was dragging in front. The farmer should fix his eyes on the front of the plow and should not look back. Because once he looked back, the plow would incline so that the ridge would be crooked; at the same time, the plowshare might fall so deep that the livestock cannot continue to drag forth. 


Spiritual Meaning: “Having put his hand to the plow, and looking back.” “The plow” indicates our service. Once believers put their hands to the plow and have been instructed by the Lord, we should not look back or have any concern besides the Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) If one, having put his hand to the plow, looks back, the land he plows must not be straight. Those who do the work of the Lord should do it whole-heartedly and should not let themselves be involved by the worldly things.  

2) Once we have received the calling of the Lord, we should advance bravely and be duty-bound and should never turn back. Those who are overcautious and indecisive cannot do the work of the Lord well. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Lord’s Workers

I. They have been chosen, called and sent by the Lord------Jesus called, gave, and sent them (v.1-2).

II. They have been equipped by the Lord------He gave them power and authority (v.1b).

III. The Lord will arrange and provide them all the needs of their life (v.3-4).

IV. They do not have any earthly involvement with the world (v.5).

V. Their main mission------preaching the gospel and healing everywhere (v.6).

The Way of the Lord’s Workers 

I. As long as the workers obey the Lord’s sending, the Lord will assuredly take all the responsibility for their life (v.1-6).

II. Though they have been persecuted by the earthly regime, they bear good witness to the Lord (v.7-9).

III. They should devote themselves to the Lord and rely on Him as the channels to supply the spiritual food (v.10-17).

IV. They should know Christ more (v.18-22).

V. They should deny themselves and take up their own crosses to follow the Lord (v.23).

VI. They should lose the enjoyment of the life of soul for the Lord (v.24-25).

VII. They should not be ashamed of the Lord and His words (v.26).

Five Loaves and Two Fish (v.16-17)

I. Be devoted to the Lord------“Jesus took”. 

II. Through the Lord’s blessing------“looking up to the heaven, He blessed”.

III. Be broken by the Lord’s cross------“He broke them”.

IV. Be the channels of the Lord------“He gave them to the disciples to set before the multitude”.

V. The sufficient provision------“they all ate and were filled”.

VI. One shall not waste the Lord’s grace------“the leftover fragments were taken up”.

VII. The full and abundant grace------“twelve baskets were taken up by them”. 

The Knowledge that We should Have towards the Lord Jesus 

I. We should know that He is our provision of life (v.10-17).

II. We should know that He is the Christ of God (v.18-21).

III. We should know that He is our redeemer (v.22-25).

IV. We should know that He will come again in His glory (v.26-27).

V. We should know that He is the Beloved Son of God (v.28-36). 

VI. We should know that He has the power that overcomes the devil (v.37-43).

The Revelation of the Kingdom of A Thousand Years (v.28-36)

I. Christ gains glory and reigns (See Rev. 11:15).

II. Peter, James and John symbolize the house of Israel (See Rom. 11:26).

III. Moses symbolizes believers who have been dead and rise (See 1Cor. 15:52; 1Thess. 4:16).

IV. Elijah symbolizes believers who are raptured when they are alive (See 1Thess. 4:17).

V. Men who were at the foot of the mountain symbolize the nations (See Is. 11:10-12).

The Microcosm of the Kingdom of God

I. The overcomers of the New Testament will appear in the glory with the Lord (v.28).

II. Everything of the Lord is white and glistening (v.29).

III. The overcomers of the Old Testament also partake in the kingdom (v.30).

In the Kingdom of God, Only the Lord Jesus is Solely Respected 

I. The wrongness of the tree tabernacles------the law and the prophets cannot be regarded as equal with the Lord (v.33). 

II. The declaration of God the Father------we should hear the Beloved Son of God only (v.34-35).

III. Jesus was found alone (v.36a).

The Difficulties of Those who Follow the Lord 

I. They could not conquer the unclean spirit (v.37-43).

II. They could not understand the word of the Lord (v.44-45).

III. A dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest (v.46-48).

IV. They forbade others to cast out demons (v.49-50).

V. They wanted to revenge those who were unwilling to receive them (v.51-56).

VI. They could not overcome the enjoyment and involvement of the flesh (v.57-62).

The Witness, Application and Way of the Vision of the Kingdom of God 

I. The witness of the vision------they did not tell others the vision randomly (v.36b).

II. The application in life of the vision:

  A. In the real life at the foot of the mountain, there was the harassment of the power of darkness (v.37-39).

  B. The disciples failed because they relied on themselves (v.40).

  C. If one comes to the Lord with faith, he will assuredly see the manifestation of God’s great power (v.41-43).

III. The way of the vision: 

  A. One has to undergo the cross before the complete fulfillment of the glorious vision (v.44).

  B. The carnal ones do not understand the cross (v.45).

The Way for the Workers of the Lord to Deal with Men 

I. Do not dispute that which of them should be greatest and contrarily receive little ones for the name of the Lord willingly (v.46-48).

II. Tolerate the dissidents and deal with them kindly because they are of Christ (v.49-50).

III. Realize the Lord’s heart to save men and do not revenge because they do not receive us (v.51-56). 

The Ambition that Those Who Follow the Lord should Have 

I. Do not seek the earthly ease------have nowhere to lay one’s head (v.57-58).

II. Do not care about things of death------let the dead bury their own dead (v.59-60).

III. Cut off the fleshly connection------do not look back, having put one’s hand to the plow (v.61-62).

Luke Chapter Ten
I. Content of the Chapter

The Teachings of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. His teaching towards workers: 

  A. The laborer is worthy of his wages (v.1-7).

  B. He who rejects them rejects the Lord (v.8-16).

  C. Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven (v.17-20).

  D. Rejoice and be thankful for seeing the good will of God (v.21-24).

II. His teaching towards the lawyer------he should do like what the good Samaritan did (v.25-37). 

III. His teaching towards Martha------she should choose that good part just like Mary (v.38-42). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 10:1 “After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go.”


YLT: “And after these things, the Lord did appoint also other seventy, and sent them by twos before his face, to every city and place whither he himself was about to come,”

The Background: “the Lord appointed seventy others also” Seventy Gentile nations were recorded in the Genesis of the Old Testament (See Gen. 10); seventy of the sons of Israel went to Egypt (Gen. 46:27); there were seventy of the elders going to the Mount Sinai (See Exod. 24:1, 9); the Jewish council was made up of seventy members. 


Literal Meaning: “and sent them two by two” The purpose for the Lord’s sending them two by two is not that the witness of two is more faithful (See Deut. 17:6) but that they could help and support each other during the period of their being trained. 

  “Into every city and place where He Himself was about to go” They went to preach before Jesus and they were like the trailbreakers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord sent the disciples two by two. This shows that when we serve the Lord, we have to cooperate with other brothers and sisters and help each other and we should not act alone. 

2) If two agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, they will be answered (See Matt. 18:19); in the assembly, the work of two who are of the same mind is more effective than that of one (See Deut. 32:30). 
Luke. 10:2 “Then He said to them, ‘The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”


YLT: “then said he unto them, ‘The harvest indeed [is] abundant, but the workmen few; beseech ye then the Lord of the harvest, that He may put forth workmen to His harvest.”

Literal Meaning: “the harvest truly is great”: the harvest is great. 

  “Labor”: manpower, toil.

  “Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest” the Lord here used harvest and the Lord of the harvest to liken the relation between Him and men (Rev. 14:15). 

  “Send out laborers into His harvest” “Into His harvest” means to partake in His harvest. “He” indicates “the Lord of the harvest”, i.e. our Lord. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the Lord’s harvest is plentiful, laborers who are able to endure the suffering are few. 

2) The Lord needs men to work with Him on earth (Is. 6:8). And the need of the Lord’s works is always more than the laborers that He could send out. 

3) Though the Lord is willing to send out laborers, He sends out laborers unless we pray for this. Praying is to pave the track for the will of God so that His will would run forth. 

4) We should always pray for the preaching of glad tidings (Col. 4:3). Praying is to work with the Lord and praying may rise many good soldiers of glad tidings. 

5) Workers do not go out voluntarily and they are “sent out” to work by the Lord. 

Luke. 10:3 “Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among wolves.”


YLT: “’Go away; lo, I send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves;”

Literal Meaning: “as lambs among wolves” Lambs’ natural disposition is meekness and wolves are brutal. Lambs are in danger if they are among wolves. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To work for the Lord, one will unavoidably meet difficulties and persecutions. 

2) Since we are sent out by the Lord, He will assuredly take responsibility for our safety. Otherwise, if not being sent out by the Lord, we should not take risks by ourselves. 

3) Lambs are very dangerous among wolves. Christians profit nothing among the unbelievers and may even be harmed by them. 

4) Men’s natural life is like the wolves and they like to obey the law of the jungle. However the life of the Lord is the life of Lamb------standing aloof from the world and being willing to suffer losses. 

5) Lambs do not have the strength to protect themselves and therefore believers on earth should rely on the Lord in everything. 
Luke. 10:4 “Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and greet no one along the road.”


YLT: “carry no bag, no scrip, nor sandals; and salute no one on the way;”

Meaning of Words: “bag”: it is used to keep foods. 


Literal Meaning: “Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals” “money bag” indicates the money in reserve; “knapsack” indicates the food in reserve.          The Lord has ordained to those that announce to the glad tidings to live of the glad tidings (1Cor. 9:14). Therefore workers of the Lord, being sent out by the Lord to work among God’s people, should not prepare superfluously for the daily necessities. 

  “Nor sandals” It does not mean that we should not “wear” sandals but that we should not “carry” the additional sandals. 

  “And greet no one along the road.” Their tasks are so urgent that they should not greet others conventionally lest they may waste time on the way (See 2Kings. 4:29). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The principle of the life of a worker of the Lord is not to prepare for himself and not to plan for himself and in him it is proved that God is able to feed us and He is responsible for us. 

2) Workers of the Lord should have faith towards God and should not trust on the uncertainty of riches, but in God who affords us all things richly for enjoyment (1Tim. 6:17). 

3) Those who serve the Lord should not be distracted by material enjoyment on earth. Having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these (1Tim. 6:8). 

4) Workers of the Lord should do their utmost to make use of time to preach the gospel and they should not waste their time in insignificant talk. 
Luke. 10:5 “But whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’”


YLT: “and into whatever house ye do enter, first say, Peace to this house;”

Spiritual Meaning: “Peace to this house.” It indicates to provide Christ to him because Christ Himself is peace.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Everyone who is willing to receive the Lord’s workers partakes in the Lord’s works and he could be counted as a co-worker in the Lord. 

2) Christ Himself is peace. Where there is the Lord’s presence there will be peace (2Thess. 3:16). This peace is the peace of Christ (Col. 3:15). 

Luke. 10:6 “And if a son of peace is there, your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you.”


YLT: “and if indeed there may be there the son of peace, rest on it shall your peace; and if not so, upon you it shall turn back.”

Literal Meaning: “a son of peace” This verse means that if the greeting is replied kindly, it shows that the owner of this house is “a son of peace” who has the nature of peace and is willing to receive the message of peace, otherwise, peace still goes back to the grass roots and waits to be received by the fit one.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If there is “a son of peace” in the house, he will bring the whole house peace. In other words, if there is one who has been granted grace in the house, he could bring the whole house grace. 

2) After believers have been granted grace, it is our right and responsibility to bring grace and peace to the whole house. 

3) Being sent out by the Lord is important because those who have been sent out are representatives of the Lord. The moment they are sent out by the Lord, they have the Lord’s authority, presence and peace. Therefore wherever they go, the Lord’s authority, presence and peace go with the workers who are sent out by the Lord just as the flow of water. 

4) Everyone that receives those who have been sent out by the Lord receives the Lord’s presence and peace. Everyone that rejects those who have been sent by the Lord rejects the Lord’s presence and peace. 

5) Any kind of circumstance could not affect the peace in the workers of the Lord, however, the peace in the workers of the Lord is able to change the circumstances. 

6) Before the devil makes us fail, it will make us lose our peace at first. If we hold fast the peace in our hearts, the devil will do nothing to us. 

7) Whether someone is worthy of the Lord’s blessing and peace is determined by the Lord. While someone acts positively, we should hold an active attitude towards him and we should not doubt his intention or motive.

Luke. 10:7 “And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go from house to house.”


YLT: “`And in that house remain, eating and drinking the things they have, for worthy [is] the workman of his hire; go not from house to house,”

Literal Meaning: “for the laborer is worthy of his wages” When Paul wrote the first epistle of Timothy, he quoted this sentence as the classics (See 1Tim. 5:18); it shows that the Book of Luke was published earlier than the first epistle of Timothy. In the laws of the Old Testament, it was set that the lord should not covet the wages of workers (See Lev. 19:13; Deut. 24:14-15). 

  “Do not go from house to house.” The Lord said so with the purpose that His workers could preach single-mindedly and they should not be distracted by the enjoyment of life or be inconstant so that they may waste time to find the more comfortable lodgments. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “For the laborer is worthy of his wages.” If we truly are workers of the Lord, He will assuredly be responsible for realizing this promise. If we work for ourselves, certainly we should prepare food for ourselves. 

2) When believers do the work of the Lord, they not only receive the food and drink of the flesh, but also gain the spiritual provision. 

Luke. 10:8 “Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you.”


YLT: “and into whatever city ye enter, and they may receive you, eat the things set before you,”

Literal Meaning: “eat such things as are set before you.” It means that they should not be fastidious about food.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What those who serve the Lord should pay attention to is how to provide life for others instead of seeking enjoyment for their flesh. 

2) Having food and clothing, with these the workers of the Lord shall be content (1Tim. 6:8) and they should not seek the desire for good food. 

Luke. 10:9 “And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.'”


YLT: “and heal the ailing in it, and say to them, The reign of God hath come nigh to you.”

Enlightenment in the Word: there are two main works for the ministers: 1) healing the diseases of men’s souls; 2) bringing men into the kingdom of God. 

Luke. 10:10 “But whatever city you enter, and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say,”


YLT: “`And into whatever city ye do enter, and they may not receive you, having gone forth to its broad places, say,”
Luke. 10:11 “‘The very dust of your city which clings to us we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near you.'”


YLT: “And the dust that hath cleaved to us, from your city, we do wipe off against you, but this know ye, that the reign of God hath come nigh to you;”

The Background: When the Pharisees departed from a gentile place, they usually wipe off or cleanse the dust which clung to them, indicating that they have nothing with the “uncleanness” of the Gentiles. 

Spiritual Meaning: “against you” It means that the men or place that have rejected Christ should suffer their own actions and their endings in future have nothing with us (Acts. 13:50-51). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our relations with the world should be established on the ground that whether they desire the Lord. To those who do not desire the Lord, we should not maintain earthly intimate relations with them. 

2) The disguised social services should never replace Christ’s gospel. What the Lord cares about is whether men receive the glad tidings. The Lord does not care about whether we have improved men’s living standard. 

Luke. 10:12 “But I say to you that it will be more tolerable in that Day for Sodom than for that city.”


YLT: “and I say to you, that for Sodom in that day it shall be more tolerable than for that city.”

Meaning of Words: “Sodom”: burn, to enfetter. 


The Background: “Sodom” was the fountainhead of homosexuality. It was of the most heinous guilt and it was ruined by God (See Gen. 18:20; 19:5, 24; Jude 7). 


Literal Meaning: “that Day” indicates the end of the world when men are confronted with God’s judgment. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In that Day the judgment that men would receive is determined by men’s reaction to the Lord. 

2) If those who have tasted the heavenly taste fall away, their ending will be more terrible than those who did not know the Lord (Heb. 6:4-8).

3) In the time of grace, those who have heard the gospel of salvation and still obstinately reject the gospel probably will suffer more in future than the ignorant sinners. 

4) Today men receive more truth and enlightenment than the former time. If they still reject and do not listen to them, their sins are inexcusable and their sins are greater because to every one to whom much has been given, much shall be required from him (See 12:48). 

5) Why do we preach glad tidings? Because there will be that Day. If men do not receive glad tidings, they will suffer more in that Day. 

6) The greatest sin of men is rejecting the Lord. All men’s sins come from their rejection of the Lord. 

Luke. 10:13 “‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.”


YLT: “`Wo to thee, Chorazin; wo to thee, Bethsaida; for if in Tyre and Sidon had been done the mighty works that were done in you, long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes, they had reformed;”

Meaning of Words: “Chorazin”: secret; “Bethsaida”: the place of nets, fishing-house, and house of bread; “Tyre”: rock, to suffer pains; “Sidon”: fishing, hunting. 


The Background: “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!” “Chorazin”, “Bethsaida” and “Capernaum” (v.15) were big cities in Galilee and Decapolis. The Lord Jesus started to work in the region (See Matt. 4:23-25).

  “For if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon.” “Tyre and Sidon” were old cities in Phoenicia which was in the north of Galilee. They had been ruined in about B.C. 300. Therefore the Lord Jesus had never been there. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Woe to the proud ones who think that only they in the world know the secret (the meaning of “Chorazin”) and others do not know it. 

2) Woe to this kind of people who can do everything but reject the Lord: they are good at preaching the glad tidings------“fishing” (the meaning of “Bethsaida”) and edifying the saints------“providing bread” (another meaning of “Bethsaida”).

3) Those who “have repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes” will not fall into judgment. Without repentance, it is impossible for men to be delivered from God’s judgment. 

Luke. 10:14 “But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you.”


YLT: “but for Tyre and Sidon it shall be more tolerable in the judgment than for you.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This verse shows that the judgment in future is not the same. There is degree of seriousness concerning the judgments. 

2) The consequence of the judgment in future is related to what we have received from the Lord today. Everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more (See 12:48). 
Luke. 10:15 “And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades.”


YLT: “`And thou, Capernaum, which unto the heaven wast exalted, unto hades thou shalt be brought down.”

Meaning of Words: “Capernaum”: house of comfort, the town of Nahum; 


Literal Meaning: Capernaum was the center of the Lord’s works and grace in the beginning. Heavenly blessing came to them and they did not receive it. Therefore they were definitely judged by God to turn into the desolate land. 

  “You, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades.” “Hades” was in the heart of the earth (See Matt. 12:40) and it was the temporary place for souls after men were dead (See Acts. 2:27, Luke. 16:22-23). The whole sentence shows that it has been brought down to the lowest status of punishment from the supreme status of honor (See Is. 14:13, 15). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To those who have received “comfort” (the meaning of “Capernaum”) by repentance and then thought something of themselves today, though they are exalted to heaven, they will be brought down to Hades. 

2) Many first shall be last, and last first (Matt. 19:30, 20:16). 

Luke. 10:16 “He who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me.’”


YLT: “`He who is hearing you, doth hear me; and he who is putting you away, doth put me away; and he who is putting me away, doth put away Him who sent me.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers should never look down upon themselves as we are “ambassadors” of the kingdom of God and we speak to the world on behalf of God. 

2) If believers want others to hear us, we have to speak in the communion of the Holy Spirit and we can’t speak randomly as we please. 

3) He who rejects the disciples rejects the Lord and he who rejects the Lord rejects the Father. This shows the wonderful union of believers with the Holy Trinity. It is no wander that when Saul of Tarsus persecuted believers, the Lord questioned him that, “why are you persecuting me?” (See Acts. 9:4)

Luke. 10:17 “Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.’”


YLT: “And the seventy turned back with joy, saying, ‘Sir, and the demons are being subjected to us in thy name;’”

Literal Meaning: “even the demons are subject to us in Your name.” It shows that casting out demons is one the tasks for the seventy disciples (See 9:1-2). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one (See 1John. 5:19). Only believers have the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and therefore the demons are contrarily “subject to us”. 

2) The name of the Lord is above every name (Pill. 2:9) and His name is the best equipment for believers. As long as we attack the enemy in the name of the Lord, we will conquer it. 

Luke. 10:18 “And He said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”


YLT: “and he said to them, ‘I was beholding the Adversary, as lightning from the heaven having fallen;”

Literal Meaning: “Satan fall like lightning from heaven” It means the rapid defeat of Satan. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Every strong believer must subjectively experience that “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven”. 

2) As long as we live in the risen Lord, we will ascend up into heaven with the Lord and cast Satan out into the earth (See Rev. 12:9).

3) It is the external phenomenon that the disciple returned with joy that the demons were subject to them (See v.17). The Lord saw “Satan fall like lightning from heaven” and this is the fundamental reason. One should first binds the strong man and then he will plunder his house (Matt. 12:29). 

Luke. 10:19 “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”


YLT: “lo, I give to you the authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and on all the power of the enemy, and nothing by any means shall hurt you;”

Spiritual Meaning: “trample on serpents and scorpions” “serpents and scorpions” symbolize the evil spirits. 

  “Over all the power of the enemy” “the enemy” indicates Satan itself. 


Enlightenment in the Word: though Satan has “the power”, believers have “the authority”. The authority overcomes the power.  

Luke. 10:20 “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.’”


YLT: “but, in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice rather that your names were written in the heavens.’”

The Background: In ancient times, the book of citizens was prepared in the city gate, lest the enemy was mingled into the city. 


Literal Meaning: “but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” Men’s being saved is recorded in heaven (See Ps. 69:28; Dan. 12:1; Pill. 4:3; Heb. 12:23; Rev. 3:5). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Salvation is the fountainhead of joy and this joy overcomes every joy. 

2) One’s being saved is more important than that he has received the power to overcome the demons or his being delivered from its harm. 

3) The primary aim that believers should pursue is not whether one could do the signs and wonders but whether one truly partakes in the reward of the kingdom of God. 

Luke. 10:21 “In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit and said, ‘I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight.”


YLT: “In that hour was Jesus glad in the Spirit, and said, `I do confess to thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that Thou didst hide these things from wise men and understanding, and didst reveal them to babes; yes, Father, because so it became good pleasure before Thee.”
Meaning of Words: “good”: well-pleasing, goodliness, and wish.
Literal Meaning: “Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit” the “rejoice” in the original means “exultation or ecstasy”. It is the joy that is revealed when one conquers in the conflicts. 

“I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth.” “Father” shows that God is the fountainhead of everything. “Lord of heaven and earth” shows that God rules and arranges everything. The Lord here admitted that all that happened to Him is of God the Father (Rom. 8:28). “I thank You” shows that the Lord not only receives the arrangement from God’s hands, but also receives it with thanksgiving. 

“You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babes.” “The wise and prudent” indicate those who are opinionated and consider themselves wise; “babes” indicate the humble who are willingly to be instructed. This shows the principle how God reveals. Though God is pleased to reveal Christ in men (See Gal. 1:16), if a man, wise and prudent in his own eyes, wants to understand spiritual things by intelligence, contrarily he will not receive revelations. Only those who are simple and open their hearts to God like babes will receive the full revelations. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one knows that the Father is the “Lord of heaven and earth”------everything is under His mighty hands, he will be thankful in everything. 

2) Though we have received the circumstances and things arranged by God many times, we receive them unwillingly and there are complaints in our hearts. Therefore we are unable to have rest like the Lord.  

3) If we could see persons, things and circumstance that we are encountered with from the principle by which God works, we will have unconventional state and still have rest in many troubles. 

4) Christians’ misfortune, circumstances and things are God’s will. If we could receive everything from God’s hands, we will not complain at all. 

5) God’s works in us are related to our intentions and attitudes. The more our intentions are like babes, the more grace we will receive from God. 

6) The humble ones who are willing to be instructed usually receive God’s revelations (1Pet. 5:5). 

7) Whoever thinks that he knows the way how God does His work (“the wise and prudent”) does not know the will of God on the contrary. Whoever thinks that he knows nothing (“babes”) is easy to know God’s will contrarily. 

8) The reason why one could not read the Bible very well is not that his brain is not good. It is that his brain is so good that he wants to use his own “wisdom and prudence” to read the Bible. Consequently, he loses the attitude as “a babe” and God has hidden Himself from him. 

9) “Even so, Father.” It is the spirit of the Son and it is the attitude the Son should have. We should say “yes”------amen to everything that is of the Father. 

10) We should seek God’s delight instead of our own delight in everything.

11) We should say “yes”, i.e. “amen” to everything in which God delights. In this way, we will be able to have rest even in adversity. 

12) What seems good in the Father’s sight is that: we should attain glory through tribulations, we should reach the throne through cross, we should overcome through failures and we should achieve spiritual peak through the losses of souls. 

13) Whether a servant pleases God lies in his intention to do the will of God instead of the effect of his works. 

Luke. 10:22 “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.’”


YLT: “`All things were delivered up to me by my Father, and no one doth know who the Son is, except the Father, and who the Father is, except the Son, and he to whom the Son may wish to reveal [Him].’”

Meaning of Words: “wills”: counsel; “reveal”: take off the cover, disclose. 


Literal Meaning: “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father” This sentence has two meanings: 

1) All my misfortune and “possessions” are from God instead of men. Therefore there is no need for us to complain others. 

2) Since everything is from God, it seems good in His sight and therefore we should receive everything willingly. 

“No one knows who the Son is except the Father.” It is just that men do not know the Lord because only Father and those who have been revealed by the Father know Him. It implies that: even if men do not know or understand me, I am satisfied and able to have rest only if the Father knows me.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father.” It shows that:

    a) The Lord submits to all the arrangements of the Father. 

    b) The Lord will inherit all the things of the Father ultimately. 

What happens to the firstborn will happen to the sons of God. Whoever submits to all the arrangements of the Father with the Lord will ultimately inherit all things with Him. 

2) “Nor does anyone know who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.” Only those who have been revealed by the Father know the Son (See John. 16:17). Only those who have been revealed by the Son know the Father. The knowledge of the Divine Trinity must be of revelations. 

3) Only those who have rest in being merely known by God are able to know God. Only those who know God are able to lead men to know God (John. 17:25-26). 

Luke. 10:23 “Then He turned to His disciples and said privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes which see the things you see;”


YLT: “And having turned unto the disciples, he said, by themselves, ‘Happy the eyes that are perceiving what ye perceive;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The reason why one is “blessed” is not that he is better than others but that God is pleased to reveal the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven in him (See Gal. 1:16).

2) The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD has made even both of them (Prov. 20:12). Only those who look upon God’s mercy humbly are able to hear and see. 

Luke. 10:24 “for I tell you that many prophets and kings have desired to see what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what you hear, and have not heard it.’”


YLT: “for I say to you, that many prophets and kings did wish to see what ye perceive, and did not see, and to hear what ye hear, and did not hear.’”

Literal Meaning: “prophets” are those who speak for God; “kings” are the authority that God has established and they represent God on earth. Men of old have desired to see but have not seen. They have desired to hear but have not heard because in other ages (the age of the Old Testament) this mystery was not made known to the sons of men (Eph. 3:5). We are luck to be born in last time and we are blessed that He had made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself (Eph. 1:9).

Luke. 10:25 “And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, ‘Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?’”


YLT: “And lo, a certain lawyer stood up, trying him, and saying, ‘Teacher, what having done, life age-during shall I inherit?’”

Literal Meaning: “a certain lawyer”: “Lawyer” was the scribe who was very familiar with the Law of the Moses and was of the sect of the Pharisees. 

  “Stood up and tested Him” This lawyer must hold himself that He was very familiar with the Law and commandments. He wanted to examine the Lord Jesus in order to show that the knowledge of the Scriptures of the Lord Jesus was so so by this and make a fool of the Lord before the masses. 

  “Teacher” is an inappropriate appellation. It shows that he regarded Jesus as “teacher” (See John. 3:2) who taught men instead of the “Savior” who saved men. 

  “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” This sentence includes four meanings: 1) he admitted the importance to “inherit eternal life”; 2) he confessed that there was no eternal life in him; 3) He thought that he may inherit eternal life by doing something, in other words, he thought that one could earn the eternal life; 4) he did not know what to do in order to inherit eternal life. 

  “Inheriting eternal life” means that “names are written in heaven” (v.20), i.e. “being saved”------one has everlasting life of God and shall not perish (See John. 3:16).

Luke. 10:26 “He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?’”


YLT: “And he said unto him, `In the law what hath been written? how dost thou read?’”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus asked so in order to remind him to grasp the key to “inherit eternal life” through the quintessence of the Law. He did not asked him to inherit eternal life through keeping the letters and words and regulations of the Law. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Law is not useless; the Law brings us unto Christ (Gal. 3:24).

2) The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life (2Cor. 3:6).

Luke. 10:27 “So he answered and said, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’”


YLT: “And he answering said, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God out of all thy heart, and out of all thy soul, and out of all thy strength, and out of all thy understanding, and thy neighbour as thyself.’”

Meaning of Words: “love”: agapao. 


The Background: the Ten Commandments could be divided into two parts. One part is towards God and the other towards men (See Exod. 20:3-17). At that time, this verse was in the prayer of the Jews. The ordinary Jews knew that the great principle of the Old Testament is to love God and men. 

Literal Meaning: “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind” It means to love God with the whole body and the whole life (See Deut. 6:4-5). Here the fourfold descriptions mainly express the tone of emphasis. 

  “And your neighbor as yourself” is quoted from Lev. 19:18.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be accursed (1Cor. 16:22). We love Him because He first loved us (1John. 4:19).

2) The love that God demands from us is the love “with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind”. We have to admit that we cannot do this. We could only let God’s love fill, infuse and compel us more (2Cor. 5:14) and then we shall reveal His love naturally. 

3) Men have to love God first and then they are able to love men and love their neighbor as themselves. 

4) We, in our behaviors, should do our duty both towards God and men. Towards God, the hinge must be love; towards men, certainly love should be the key. 

5) Those who love God are able to love men and therefore loving God includes the whole Law. Today the principle of Christians’ life is to “love the Lord your God”. 

6) “Love your neighbor as yourself” is to love unconditionally, i.e. the love of sacrifice. Only those who live in the divine life are able to do this. He loved me and gave Himself for me (Gal. 2:20). 

7) Men should love others just like they love themselves and they are self-centered (See 6:31). The principle of prayer is also the life (not in word only). 
Luke. 10:28 “And He said to him, ‘You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.’”


YLT: “And he said to him, ‘Rightly thou didst answer; this do, and thou shalt live.’”

Literal Meaning: “do this and you will live.” This is only a hypothesis------if men could truly love God with their whole life and love their neighbors as themselves, they could inherit eternal life. The problem is that we could never meet this demand and therefore we have to rely on the Savior and look upon His salvation and by this we will have eternal life. 

Luke. 10:29 “But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’”


YLT: “And he, willing to declare himself righteous, said unto Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’”

Literal Meaning: “but he, wanting to justify himself” The word of the Lord Jesus that “do this and you will live” (v.28) implied that he did not do this. Because of this he may want to make an excuse to defend himself concerning that “he knew this and did not do it”. 

  “And who is my neighbor?” It means that “who is the neighbor that is worthy to be loved as I love myself?” This sentence implies that his problem is not that he did not “love” but that he could not find the “right person to show love”. 

Luke. 10:30 “Then Jesus answered and said: ‘A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.”


YLT: “and Jesus having taken up [the word], said, `A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and having stripped him and inflicted blows, they went away, leaving [him] half dead.”

Meaning of Words: “Jerusalem”: the foundation of peace (See Heb. 7:2).


The Background: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho” The land of Jerusalem was higher than that of Jericho and therefore it was said that “went down to Jericho”. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho was tortuous and there was the wilderness with rocks along the way. Robbers were haunted there and they waited in ambush to attack the bare-handed strangers.  

  “Jericho”: the city that was cursed by God (See Josh. 6:26; 1Kings. 16:34).


Spiritual Meaning: “A certain man” implies the lawyer who was self-righteous (See v.29). 

“Went down from Jerusalem to Jericho” It symbolizes that he fallen from the foundation of peace (Jerusalem) to the cursed state (Jericho). 

“Fell among thieves” “Thieves” symbolize the leaders of Judaism who adhered to the Law (See John. 10:1). They forced men to obey the letter of the Law and consequently sin, taking the opportunity, produced in them (Rom. 8:7) and brought them into captivity to the law of sin which was in their members (Rom. 7:23).

“Who stripped him of his clothing” It symbolizes that the Law exposes the shame of men. 

“Wounded him, leaving him half dead” It symbolizes that the Law harms men on the contrary (Rom. 7:9-10). 

“And departed” It symbolizes that the leaders of Judaism only asked men to obey the Law and did not care about men’s life and death (See 6:6-11). 

Luke. 10:31 “Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.”


YLT: “`And by a coincidence a certain priest was going down in that way, and having seen him, he passed over on the opposite side;”

The Background: “priest” had the responsibility to instruct and teach God’s people (See 2Chron. 15:3)


Literal Meaning: “he passed by on the other side” The reason why he did so may be for his own safety or that he avoided touching the dead to make himself unclean (See Lev. 21:1).


Spiritual Meaning: “priest” symbolizes the religious system that is helpless to those who are hurt by the Law. 

Luke. 10:32 “Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.”


YLT: “and in like manner also, a Levite, having been about the place, having come and seen, passed over on the opposite side.”

The Background: “Levites” took the responsibility to teach the Law to God’s people (See Deut. 33:9-10). 


Literal Meaning: “likewise a Levite” The priest is of the tribe of the children of Levite, however, not all the Levites are the priests. Therefore the “Levite” here should be those who are in the tribe of the children of Levite except the priests. Their duties were to help the priests to deal with things in the Holy Temple (See Num. 3:5-13; 8:23-26; 1Chron. 23:4). 


Spiritual Meaning: “a Levite” symbolizes the busy holy works that are helpless to those who are hurt by the Law. 

Luke. 10:33 “But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.”


YLT: “`But a certain Samaritan, journeying, came along him, and having seen him, he was moved with compassion,”

The Background: “But a certain Samaritan” In the eyes of the Jews, Samaritan could not listed in their “neighbors” concerning both their lineage and faith. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a certain Samaritan” symbolizes the Son of Man the Savior; when the Lord walked on earth, He was despised by the ordinary Jews as the Samaritan. 

  “As he journeyed, came where he was” It symbolizes that the Lord Jesus came to the world and He was among the Jews. 

  “He had compassion.” It symbolizes that when the Lord Jesus saw that the Jews were mislead by the traditions of their ancestors and they were hurt, He was merciful. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord came to the world to seek sinners with His “feet” (“as he journeyed, came where he was”), took care of sinners with His “eyes” (“saw”) and He loved sinners with His “heart” (“he had compassion”).

2) Those who can help others in the assembly may not the renowned ones (the priest and Levite) but brothers and sisters (Samaritan) who are despised by men. They always show love in secret. 

Luke. 10:34 “So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.”


YLT: “and having come near, he bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine, and having lifted him up on his own beast, he brought him to an inn, and was careful of him;”

Meaning of Words: “inn” is the place to receive all (in the original it is compounded of “receptive” and “all”). 


Literal Meaning: “pouring on oil and wine” “Oil” could relieve pain and “wine” could diminish inflammation. Both of them are the common medicaments of the ancient Jews. 


Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows that the Son of Man the Savior gives sinners the salvation: 

  1) “Pouring on oil and wine” “oil” symbolizes the Holy Spirit (See 4:18) and “wine” symbolizes God’s life (See 5:38). He healed sinners with the Holy Spirit and God’s life. 

  2) “Bandaged” It symbolizes the Lord’s nourishing and cherishing (See Eph. 5:29). 

  3) “He set him on his own animal.” It symbolizes the Lord’s humbleness and condescension (See Zech. 9:9) and He carries us to go forth. 

  4) “Brought him to an inn, and took care of him” It symbolizes that He brings us into the assembly and takes care of us. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Went to”------if we want to serve men, we should “go to” others to help them instead of asking others to go to us. 

2) The service of Christ is meticulous: moistening (“oil”), healing (“wine”), winding (“bandaged”), supporting (“he set him on his own animal”) and rest (“brought him to an inn”).

3) The Holy Spirit comforts (“oil”) first, judges (“wine”) later and wraps (“bandaged”) us finally.  

4) When serving those who have been hurt, we should never uncover their wounds and we should help them to cover it. We should do this with love because love covers a multitude of sins (1Pet. 4:8).

5) The assembly (“an inn”) is the rest home for believers when they run on the heavenly way. 

6) There is nowhere in this world for the Son of Man to lay His head (See 9:58) and the world is unwilling to receive the Lord and believers (See v.10). The Lord and those who have been saved by Him could find rest only in the assembly (“an inn”) that receives all. 
Luke. 10:35 “On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.'”


YLT: “and on the morrow, going forth, taking out two denaries, he gave to the innkeeper, and said to him, Be careful of him, and whatever thou mayest spend more, I, in my coming again, will give back to thee.”

The Background: “he took out two denarii” The Roman money “two denarii” was about the wage for two days of an ordinary worker (See Matt. 20:2). It could afford one to stay in the inn for about a month. 


Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows how the Son of Man the Savior takes care of those who have been saved: 

  1) “He took out two denarii.” “Denarii” symbolizes the gifts of service (See Matt. 25:15).

  2) “Gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘take care of him’” “Innkeeper” typifies workers who have been instructed by the Lord to perfect the Saints (See Eph. 4:11-12).

  3) “Whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.” It symbolizes that when the Lord comes back, He will repay us according to our service. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus had paid up the ransom of life “half a shekel” for us (See Exod. 30:11-16), i.e. “two denarii”. It is enough for us to sojourn in the world (stay in the inn) until He comes back to meet us. 

2) We should serve the Saints with perseverance in the assembly. Especially, we should not give up halfway when serving the weak Saints and we should take care of them until they could stand up to walk. 

3) “And whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.” Those who serve others should think that they owe each other (Rom. 13:8).

4) The service of Christ is not only the provision in season (See v.34) but also the grace of accumulation for the need in future------“two denarii”, “whatever more you spend”. How abundant is His provision! 
Luke. 10:36 “So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?’”


YLT: “`Who, then, of these three, seemeth to thee to have become neighbour of him who fell among the robbers?’”

Literal Meaning: that self-righteous lawyer thought that he could love his neighbor (See v.29) and he did not know that he himself was the one who “fell among thieves” (See v.30). But his “neighbor” was neither “the priest” nor “the Levite” (See v.31-32), but the Samaritan (See v.33-35) who was despised by him------Jesus Christ. 

  This parable shows us that it is not that the lawyer loves his neighbor but the neighbor loved him. It is not that we love others, but the Lord loved us first. 

Luke. 10:37 “And he said, ‘He who showed mercy on him.’ Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”


YLT: “and he said, `He who did the kindness with him,’ then Jesus said to him, ‘Be going on, and thou be doing in like manner.’”

Literal Meaning: “He who showed mercy on him” It indicates the Samaritan. 

  “Go and do likewise.” It means that “you should love likewise”. Love is the prerequisite to “inherit eternal life”. 

  This parable shows that though the religious leaders of Judaism kept on saying the obedience of the Law, they could not do the generally acknowledged outline of the Law------loving God and people (v.27). Contrarily the Samaritan who was despised by the Jews truly fulfilled this Law. Obeying the Law does no lie in sticking to the letter and articles but seizing the quintessence of the Law------“mercy”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment (James. 2:13).

2) “Go and do likewise.” Believers should love men as the Lord loves men. We could not love the Lord only without loving men. Loving men is the manifestation of loving the Lord. 

3) “Go and do likewise.” If one hears the word only and does not do it, he deceives himself (James. 1:22-23).

Luke. 10:38 “Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house.”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in their going on, that he entered into a certain village, and a certain woman, by name Martha, did receive him into her house,”

Meaning of Words: “Martha”: madam, lady. 


Literal Meaning: “He entered a certain village” This village was Bethany (See John. 11:1).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The sister who is willing to receive the Lord is truly the lady (“Martha”).

2) “Welcomed Him into her house” Believers should open their house for the use of the Lord. 

Luke. 10:39 “And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word.” 


YLT: “and she had also a sister, called Mary, who also, having seated herself beside the feet of Jesus, was hearing the word,”

Meaning of Words: “Mary”: rebel, bitterness. 


Literal Meaning: “also” is very important and it does not show that she did nothing and only sat there to enjoy. It shows that she had done something and then also sat down to hear the Lord’s word. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The good example of Mary: 

  A. She sat at “Jesus’” feet------instead of others’ feet. Drawing near to the Lord Himself is the shortest and fastest way for the growth of the spiritual life. 

  B. She sat at Jesus’ “feet”------she stood in the position of humbleness. Humbleness is the most important attitude to receive the Lord’s blessing (See 1Pet. 5:5). 

  C. She “sat” at Jesus’ feet------she was quiet before the Lord. In quietness and in confidence shall be our strength (Is. 30:15). 

D. She sat and heard His word-------the words that the Lord speaks to us are spirit, and they are life (John. 6:63).

2) The Lord reveals Himself to men through His words. Therefore hearing the Lord’s words is to give the chance to the Lord to work in us. Letting the Lord work in us is more important than working for Him. 

3) Nothing is more important for Christians than drawing near to the Lord, having communion with Him and hearing His words. 

Luke. 10:40 “But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, ‘Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.’”


YLT: “and Martha was distracted about much serving, and having stood by him, she said, `Sir, dost thou not care that my sister left me alone to serve? say then to her, that she may partake along with me.’”

Meaning of Words: “was distracted”: be diverted, trouble, be overburdened. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Every Christian should work (See 2Thess. 3:10). We should work diligently like Martha. 

2) When working, we could be “busy” outside, however, we should not be “distracted” inside. 

3) As long as our hearts are not “distracted”, our hand won’t be in a muddle. The principle of serving the Lord is to give our inner hearts to the Lord first and then all the outside works will be in order. 

4) In the assembly, we should respect others’ service of different natures and positions. And we should never force others to do the work that we do. 

5) The Lord lead everyone in different ways and we should never be jealous because of their states (See Matt. 20:15).
Luke. 10:41 “And Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things.”


YLT: “And Jesus answering said to her, `Martha, Martha, thou art anxious and disquieted about many things,”

Literal Meaning: “you are worried and troubled about many things.” The Lord did mean that “you have done too many things” but that “there is so much worry that she was troubled and disturbed”. The Lord did not mean that “you should not use your minds to do things” but that “your mind should never be troubled because of many things and lose the peace that you should have in the Lord”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The problem does no lie in the amount of things but “one’s being worried and troubled”. When we do not work, we may have rest. However, when we start to work, we always let many things come into our hearts. 

2) We should use our minds to direct things and should never let our minds be directed by things. 

Luke. 10:42 “But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.’”


YLT: “but of one thing there is need, and Mary the good part did choose, that shall not be taken away from her.’”

Meaning of Words: “needed”: required; “part”: portion, participation. 


Spiritual Meaning: “one thing is needed.” This “one thing” is “Christ” that had been revealed by the Lord in His words. Because she had received the revelation Mary caught the opportunity and anointed the Lord with the ointment before He was crucified (John. 12:3). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Serving the Lord is blessed, however, only the gaining of the Lord is “that good part” which cannot be taken away from us by other things, even the most spiritual and holiest things. 

2) The difficult for believers is that they are busy serving the Lord and neglect the Lord that they are serving. The Saint Laurence worked busily, however, he kept on having communion with the Lord in himself. 

3) The Lord demands that we should not be influenced by any kind of circumstances. No matter how great the things are outwardly, we should never let them come into our inner hearts. There’s only one in our hearts, i.e. Christ. There is one thing that we should do in our hearts, i.e. drawing near to Christ. 

4) We should be like Martha outwardly, however, we should never be like Martha inwardly and we should learn to be like Mary inwardly. 

5) Martha works for the Lord, however, Mary lets the Lord work in her. Martha gives the Lord the effect of works and Mary is the vessel that receives the Lord.

6) Martha satisfies the Lord with works and Mary satisfies the Lord with love. Though the Lord needs the service of works, He needs the service of love more. 

7) Martha speaks to the Lord and Mary lets the Lord speak to her. If you keep on saying, there will be no chance for the Lord to speak and therefore you won’t receive the revelation. 

8) God’s word is the foundation and root of service. We should never let the busy activities of the assembly or individual affairs occupy our attention and time that should be spent in God’s word. 

9) Whether one desires the common blessing or the “good part” depends on his own “choice” and others could never choose it for him. 

10) Many things we do today and the blessing that we gain may “be taken away” from us and only Christ Himself cannot be “taken away” from us. 

11) In the assembly, we should be like Martha. What’s more, we should be like Mary. We should pay out invariably and enjoy the Lord continuously. Only those who enjoy the Lord could have the power to serve the Lord. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Nature of the Lord’s works 

I. The fountainhead of the Lord’s works------the Lord’s sending (v.1).

II. The need of the Lord’s works------the harvest truly is great and the laborers are few (v.2).

III. The danger of the Lord’s works------as lambs among wolves (v.3).

IV. The provision of the Lord’s works------the Lord will be responsible for them (v.4a).

V. The urgency of the Lord’s works------they should not waste time on the road (v.4b).

VI. The aim of the Lord’s works------bring men peace (v.5-6).

VII. The reward of the Lord’s works------the laborer is worthy of his wages (v.7).

VIII. The treatment of the Lord’s works------eat such things as are set (v.8).

IX. The main things of the Lord’s works------heal the sick and preach the kingdom of God (v.9).

X. The targets of the Lord’s works: 

  A. If one does not receive us, we should not have the earthly relations with him (v.10-11).

  B. He who rejects the message of the kingdom of God will be judged in future (v.12-15).

  C. He who hears us hears the Lord, he who rejects us rejects God (v.16).

XI. The reason for the overcoming of the Lord’s works: 

  A. Because of the name of the Lord, they overcome the demons (v.17).

  B. The authority that the Lord has given them overcomes all the power of the enemy (v.20).

XII. The joy of the Lord’s works------because their names are written in heaven (v.20).

The Example that the Lord Rejoiced 

I. Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit (v.21a).

II. He thanked God for His arrangement of good will (v.21b).

III. He was satisfied that all things had been delivered to Him by the Father (v.22a).

IV. He was satisfied with His own will (v.22b-24).

The Example that the Lord Taught Men

I. He led men from the outward letters and words and behaviors to the inner quintessence and hearts (v.25-28). 

II. He led men to know their own poor states (v.29-30).

III. He led men to know the useless of religious regulations and works (v.31-32).

IV. He led men to know the one who truly showed mercy on men (v.33-37).

The Example that the Lord Served 

I. When he saw him, he had compassion (v.33)------love is motivation to serve men. 

II. Went to (v.34a)------come to others initiatively. 

III. Pouring on oil and wine (v.34b)------heal him with the Holy Spirit and God’s life. 

IV. Bandaged his wounds (v.34c)------cover the wounds with love and nourish and cherish. 

V. Set him in his own animal (v.34b)------support and bear him. 

VI. Brought him to an inn (v.34c)------bring him into the assembly and take care of him. 

VII. The next day (v.35a)------serve him continually. 

VIII. He took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper (v.35b)------pay the price of love and life. 

IX. He said to him, “take care of him” (v.35b)------encourage others to serve him together. 

X. Whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you (v.35c)------serve men.  

That Good Part 

I. Welcomed the Lord into her house (v.38)------open one’s heart to receive the Lord. 

II. Sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word (v.39)------receive the word of the Lord humbly and quietly. 

III. It is not the outward service (v.40a)------the one who serves the Lord may be far away from Him. 

IV. It is the problem of heart (v.40b-41)------we should let the Lord have the preeminence in our hearts and should never let other things disturb this. 

V. One thing is needed (v.42a)------others are not essential and only the Lord is indispensable. 

VI. Which will not be taken away (v.42b)------the Lord is our eternal portion and we could enjoy Him forever. 

Luke Chapter Eleven
I. Content of the Chapter

The Teachings and Warnings of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. He taught them to pray (v.1-13).

II. He taught them the knowledge of casting out demons (v.14-26).

III. He taught them the knowledge of the true blessing------hearing the word of God and keeping it (v.27-28).

IV. He taught them the knowledge of sign (v.29-32).

V. The words of warnings: 

  A. We should examine ourselves to make our eyes good and then the whole body will be full of light (v.33-36).

  B. We shouldn’t clean the outward part only and we should also clean the inner part (v.37-41).

  C. He warned the Pharisees of six woes (v.42-54).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 11:1 “Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.’”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in his being in a certain place praying, as he ceased, a certain one of his disciples said unto him, `Sir, teach us to pray, as also John taught his disciples.’”

Literal Meaning: “Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased” It shows the features of the prayer of the Lord Jesus: 1) there is a certain place; 2) for a certain thing; 3) it could be heard; 4) there is a period of time. The ordinary Christians always neglect this kind of prayer that one finds a period of time and prays for a certain thing practically in a voice. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord set a good example with His own conduct in the life of prayer and this made His disciples yearn for prayer. Therefore they came to ask the Lord to instruct them. This is a good way to encourage others. 

2) The testimony of our life is the best platform. Believers do not have to persuade sinners to be far from sins. As long as they live the life of holiness before men, men will be naturally attracted to seek the key of the holy life. 

3) Usually we do not know what we should pray (Rom. 8:26) and therefore we should “ask the Lord to teach us to pray” with a heart that is willing to be instructed.  

4) The disciples asked the Lord to teach them to pray and the Lord answered them immediately and taught them (See v.2). It shows that the desire to learn to pray is acceptable to the Lord and it will be fulfilled assuredly. 
Luke. 11:2 “So He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven.”


YLT: “And he said to them, ‘When ye may pray, say ye: Our Father who art in the heavens; hallowed be Thy name: Thy reign come; Thy will come to pass, as in heaven also on earth;”
Literal Meaning: “when you pray, say” the Lord did not want us to recite exactly according to the prayer. What He did was to give us an example of prayer and to teach us the principle of prayer. 

“Our Father in heaven” Only the children of God who are born from above could pray in this manner.

“Hallowed be Your name.” To the Jews, “name” stands for one’s uniqueness. Here it indicates God’s character and nature. This sentence means that God should be exalted above all in the hearts of all men.

“Your kingdom come.” It means that God reign among people on earth. 

“Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” It means that people on earth all do the will of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should start our prayer with worship, praise and honor because our God is worthy of these.

2) Today, many people on earth ignore, despise and insult God’s name and even among believers, many call God’s name rashly and casually.

3) Today not merely the world rebels against God and gainsays Him. God’s people honor Him with the lips, but their heart is far away from Him (Matt. 15:8). They have not lived in the reality of the kingdom of God. 

4) Today many believers, standing on their own sides, pray for their own needs. Few believers, standing on the side of God, pray for God’s kingdom and God’s will.

5) The highest prayer of believers is that they work with God through prayer. It is to pray with the single-minded aim of exalting God’s name, bringing in the kingdom of God and fulfilling the will of God. 

6) If the kingdom of God would come spontaneously, the Lord does not need to teach us to pray in this manner. The Lord’s Prayer is an example and it also has revealed the will God and shows that God is willing to work with men. Only when men work with God through prayer could we bring in the kingdom of God and fulfill the will of God. 

7) Today God’s will is done in heaven without any hindrance and it is hindered by men’s will on earth. Therefore we need to pray to make paths straight for God.

8) God’s will is like river and our prayer is like small pipes. God’s will is usually retrained by prayer of His citizens.

9) The working principle of God is: God has a will and He would let those who are of Him know it at first and then asks them to pray to God for this will. Then God will answer their prayer to fulfill His own will.

10) The true and effective prayer is to know the will of God at first and let the will of prayers accord with the will of God to move the mighty hand of God so as to fulfill the contents of prayer. 

11) The prayers that we usually hear differ greatly from the Lord’s teachings concerning prayer. We always pray according to our own wills that, “Oh, Lord, bless me, my house, my assembly, my hometown…” We miss the part to which the Lord gives priority in prayer. 

12) The order of the Lord is that: the world is first and then the individual. Since the Lord Jesus has given everything to us and He even gave us His life on the cross, if He asks us to give priority to His kingdom in prayer, how can it be the excessive demand? Only those who let Christ have the preeminence in everything would gain the spiritual power. 

Luke. 11:3 “Give us day by day our daily bread.”


YLT: “our appointed bread be giving us daily;”

Meaning of Words: daily: the daily ration. 

Literal Meaning: “our daily bread” stands for the necessities of life instead of luxury goods. 

“Give us day by day.” Though we should not worry about our life or food (See 12:22-24), we should pray for our daily bread day by day. Though God will assuredly provide us with the daily bread, we still have to pray and through prayer we exercise ourselves in trusting God in everything. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we live in this world, if we could regard the profits of God, God will assuredly regard our daily needs. For if we live, we live to the Lord (Rom. 14:8). 

2) Apparently, we get our daily bread by our toil (Gen. 3:17). Actually, it is given from God who affords us all things richly for enjoyment (1Tim. 6:17). Therefore, we should rely on God’s provision, concerning both the spiritual and material needs. 

3) God gives us our daily bread day by day because He wants us to pray day by day. Those who live by relying on God ask for bread day by day instead of week by week. 

4) When we pray, we should care about the need of God firstly (See v.2) and we shouldn’t neglect the need of men. 
Luke. 11:4 “And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.’”


YLT: “and forgive us our sins, for also we ourselves forgive every one indebted to us; and mayest Thou not bring us into temptation; but do Thou deliver us from the evil.’”

Meaning of Words: “temptation”: trial; “deliver from”: save; “the evil one”: the devil that is a person and with a mind. 


Literal Meaning: “forgive us our sins” “sins” indicate our offences against God and iniquities to men. 

“For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us” “for” indicates the condition for the prayer to be answered by God and it is to forgive others first because if we do not forgive others, our conscience will not be good. Without good conscience we will also lose faith (1Tim. 1:19). Our prayer will not be answered by God without faith. 

“And do not lead us into temptation.” It means that do not let us suffer the temptations that we could not resist. Here the Lord taught us to admit our weakness and ask God to protect us through praying. 

“But deliver us from the evil one.” “The evil one” (John. 17:15) is the devil who walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour (1Pet. 5:8).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The moment we live in the natural life, we will sin and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Therefore we should confess our sins every day and ask God to forgive our sins (1John. 1:8-10). 

2) God’s heart is to forgive men’s sins (offences) willingly. Since He has forgiven our offences, He assuredly wants us to forgive other’s iniquities just like what He does (Matt. 18:21-35).

3) If men could not have communion with men, men will not have communion with God. 

4) When believers stand on the side of God and pray for the name, kingdom and will of God, the power of Hades will attack us. Therefore we need to be kept by God. 

5) The devil, the tempter (Matt. 4:3), as a raring lion walks about seeking whom he may devour (1Pet. 5:8). Nobody could resist the devil by his own strength and therefore we need to rely on God’s keep.

6) The whole world lies in the wicked, but we are of God and the wicked does not touch us (1John. 5:18-19). However, we should still be united with God by prayer and hide ourselves in Him. 

7) This prayer that the Lord has taught us concerns both God’s glory (v.2) and men’s material (v.3) and spiritual (v.4) need. 
Luke. 11:5 “And He said to them, ‘Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves;”


YLT: “And he said unto them, ‘Who of you shall have a friend, and shall go on unto him at midnight, and may say to him, Friend, lend me three loaves,”

The Background: “at midnight” It is torrid in summer in the land of Palestine and men often walk at night.  


Enlightenment in the Word: It is truly unreasonable to wake up one’s whole family late at night to lend three loaves. Many times, our prayers to God are unreasonable just like this. 

Luke. 11:6 “for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’;”


YLT: “seeing a friend of mine came out of the way unto me, and I have not what I shall set before him,”

The Background: Hospitality is a virtue to which the Jews attach great importance (See Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2).


Literal Meaning: “a friend of mine” there were three “friends” in this parable: 1) the friend who was on his journey; 2) the friend who asked to lend three loaves; 3) the friend who was asked to lend three loaves. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The one who is able to see the need of his friend and his own could be a good prayer. 

2) If one prays and treats the need of others as his own, this kind of prayer will assuredly be answered by God. 

Luke. 11:7 “and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you'?”


YLT: “and he from within answering may say, Do not give me trouble, already the door hath been shut, and my children with me are in the bed, I am not able, having risen, to give to thee.”

Literal Meaning: this verse shows that the one who was asked to lend loaves was hardly a friend in need. 

Luke. 11:8 “I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.”


YLT: “`I say to you, even if he will not give to him, having risen, because of his being his friend, yet because of his importunity, having risen, he will give him as many as he doth need;”

Meaning of Words: “persistence”: importunity, impudence, shamelessness. 


Literal Meaning: the parable from v.6 to v.8, by the selfish friend who rose and gave him what he needed because he could not refuse his persistent request, shows that if we beseech God persistently in like manner, shouldn’t we be rewarded bountifully by the merciful God? 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The power of urgent prayer is greater than the relationship of friends. One may not give him because he is his friend, however, he has to give him because of his persistence. 

2) The friend who is unwilling even changes his mind because of the persistence and is forced to do according to the will of the asker, shall not rather the Father who is willing to answer men’s prayers? 

3) “His persistence” Prayer must be motivated by the inner urgency of need and it should be the natural revelation. We should never pray hypocritically or with exuberant but empty words. We should not pray without any need. 

Luke. 11:9 “‘So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”


YLT: “and I say to you, Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you;”

Literal Meaning: “ask”: the common prayer;

  “Seek”: to ask single-mindedly;

  “Knock”: to request further;

  “Ask, seek and knock” all have the meaning of continuance in the original. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) God’s “opening” is determined by our “knocking”. God’s “will” is dominated by men’s “prayers”. The working principle of God is: God starts to work after His people have prayed. 

2) “Ask, seek and knock” shows that we should pray at all seasons (Eph. 6:18) till God answers us. 

3) If we want to have to have normal relation with God, we should live a life relying on God and having intimate communication with God by “asking, seeking and knocking”. 

4) God loves that we ask Him in everything. You do not have because you do not ask (James. 4:2).

5) “Asking” has a concentrated aim; “Seeking” takes great effort. “Knocking” makes the practical action. 

6) Many times, we pray as if we “knock the wall” instead of “knock”. We must pray clearly and specifically and we should never pray vaguely or generally. 
Luke. 11:10 “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”


YLT: “for every one who is asking doth receive; and he who is seeking doth find; and to him who is knocking it shall be opened.”

Literal Meaning: v.9 is the promise and this verse is the principle. 


Enlightenment in the Word: There is only “and” between asking and receiving, seeking and finding and knocking and being opened and there is not any other condition being set here. 

Luke. 11:11 “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?”


YLT: “`And of which of you the father if the son shall ask a loaf, a stone will he present to him? and if a fish, will he instead of a fish, a serpent present to him?”

The Background: in ancient times, the bread was oblate and its shape was similar to that of a stone. 


Spiritual Meaning: “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone?” “Bread” symbolizes the provision of life; “stone” symbolizes the lifeless thing.

  “Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?” “Fish” swims in water freely. And it symbolizes Christ and His life that could enable us to overcome the surrounding circumstances. “Serpent” symbolizes Satan and any man or thing that has connection with Satan that would deceive and frame us.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Children may ask wrongly because of their childishness. However, parents won’t give wrongly. Father in heaven will not only give us the right thing but also give us far exceedingly above all which we ask or think (Eph. 3:20). 

2) Many times, it seems that we are asking for bread. Actually, what we ask is a stone. Many times, we think that God has given us the stone. Actually, what God gives us is bread. 

3) The devil always deceives us with a stone as bread (Matt. 4:3). However what the Lord gives us is real.

4) Many times, we ask for a fish. Actually what we ask is a serpent. Many times what God gives us looks like a serpent but actually it is a fish.

5) As long as we ask our Father, He will assuredly answer us. But He probably does not answer us according to what we ask. He answers us according to what is profitable to us in His sight. 

Luke. 11:12 “Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?”


YLT: “and if he may ask an egg, will he present to him a scorpion?”

Spiritual Meaning: “an egg” symbolizes the thing that could nourish life; “a scorpion” symbolizes the thing that makes life suffer pain extremely. 

Luke. 11:13 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!’”


YLT: “If, then, ye, being evil, have known good gifts to be giving to your children, how much more shall the Father who is from heaven give the Holy Spirit to those asking Him!’”

Literal Meaning: “if you then, being evil” It does not merely mean that we are sinners. It also includes that we are imperfect in morality and nature. 

  “How much more will your heavenly Father” Our Father, wants us to have profit with a heart as a father (Heb. 12:10). 

  “How much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” The inner dwelling of the Holy Spirit (John. 20:22) gives us provision, guidance and comfort; the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts. 1:8) gives us power. We should pursue to be filled with the Holy Spirit (See Eph. 5:18). We should wait and pray to be baptized by the Holy Spirit (See 24:49; Acts. 1:14).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The abundance of the kingdom of God is prepared for sons. Therefore all that own the sonship should ask the Father boldly. 

2) Our prayers will never fail. God may not merely answer us according to what we pray because He knows what we really need. 

3) The power produced by our prayers will never disappear just like the law of conservation of mass in Physics. One substance may disappear in one form but it still exists in another form. God will answer our prayer according to His sovereignty and infinite wisdom. 

4) Many times, we may ask for wrong things but He won’t give us wrongly. What He gives us is good. 

5) As long as men truly seek God, He gives him the good thing all the time because God treats those who seek Him with the bowel of a father.

6) Many times we think that God does not answer our prayers and He does not love us. Actually, God wants to give us good things.

7) Sometimes, the sorrowful and difficult things are permitted by God to come upon us. It is not that He does not love us but He wants to edify us and gives us better things. 

8) The Holy Spirit is the greatest reward that God gives men. All the profit of life becomes our real enjoyment through the Holy Spirit. 
Luke. 11:14 “And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon had gone out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled.”


YLT: “And he was casting forth a demon, and it was dumb, and it came to pass, the demon having gone forth, the dumb man spake, and the multitudes wondered,”

Spiritual Meaning: “He was casting out a demon” It symbolizes that the salvation of the Lord delivers us from the dumb idols (1Cor. 12:2).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Once the dumb idols are cast out, men are able to speak and pray to God and praise Him. 

2) We have been delivered from the power of darkness and conveyed into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son (Col. 1:13). 

Luke. 11:15 “But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.’”


YLT: “and certain of them said, ‘By Beelzeboul, ruler of the demons, he doth cast forth the demons;’”

The Background: “Beelzebub” is the Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron (2Kings. 1:2). The Jews changed its voice to call “Beelzebub” and it means “the king of dunghill”. It also means “the king of house” because the devil possesses men, treats men as houses and occupies men’s body to be the king of house. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since men abused and blasphemed our Lord, we should not hope others to treat us good. When we are misunderstood, persecuted and despised by others, we should remember how they treat our Lord. 

2) The nominal Christians specially misinterpret others’ works. Concerning whatever they cannot do, they say that others are utilized by the demons. 

Luke. 11:16 “Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign from heaven.”


YLT: “and others, tempting, a sign out of heaven from him were asking.”

Meaning of Words: “sign”: wonder, token. 


Literal Meaning: “testing Him” “testing” is the expression of unbelief towards the Lord. 

  “Sought Him a sign from heaven” The Lord Jesus just cast out the demon of dumbness (See v.14), in other words, He just done the sign. However, they were unwilling to admit it and asked for a sign from heaven to prove that He is truly from God. 


Enlightenment in the Word: nominal Christians pay attention to the outward phenomena and signs (miracles) and neglect the inner connotation and reality.  

Luke. 11:17 “But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: ‘Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls.”


YLT: “And he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, `Every kingdom having been divided against itself is desolated; and house against house doth fall;”

Meaning of Words: “house”: home, household. 


Literal Meaning: “He, knowing their thoughts” “thoughts” include the meaning of schemes; here this indicates that the Lord is able to see through the real meaning of men’s inner thoughts (See Rev. 2:23). 

  “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation.” It means that if men cast out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons (See v.15), won’t the demons fight with each other? In this way, the kingdom of Satan will collapse. 

  “And a house divided against a house falls.” “Kingdom and house” are spheres adhering to different authority. They exist because a kind of authority holds them together. Once the authority does not work, they will naturally disintegrate. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The testimony of the assembly (house) depends on the tolerance in love among believers and the uniting bound of peace. 

2) If there is segregation in some assembly, there won’t be any edification in that assembly. 

Luke. 11:18 “If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say I cast out demons by Beelzebub.”


YLT: “and if also the Adversary against himself was divided, how shall his kingdom be made to stand? for ye say, by Beelzeboul is my casting forth the demons.”

Meaning of Words: “Satan”: the adversary, the accuser.


Literal Meaning: “Satan” sets itself against God and it does not set against itself. 

  Satan has its own kingdom------this world is its kingdom and it is the prince of this kingdom (John. 12:31). It never puts up with any provocation. 


Enlightenment in the Word: Since Satan could not “be divided against himself”, therefore if there is a bit position for Satan in us, it is impossible for us to overcome Satan in the spiritual conflicts. 

Luke. 11:19 “And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges.”


YLT: “`But if I by Beelzeboul cast forth the demons your sons, by whom do they cast forth? because of this your judges they shall be;”

Literal Meaning: the Pharisees also cast out demons and they thought they did it by God in their eyes. However they criticized that the Lord cast out demons by the ruler of the demons. And this played a negative role in their standpoint. 

Luke. 11:20 “But if I cast out demons with the finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.”


YLT: “but if by the finger of God I cast forth the demons, then come unawares upon you did the reign of God.”

Meaning of Words: “the finger of God”: means (See Exod. 8:19).


Literal Meaning: “The kingdom of God” is the sphere where God executes His authority and it is against the kingdom of Satan (v.18). The Lord Jesus’ work on earth was to bring the kingdom of God to the land (Matt. 6:10). The Lord is the Son of God and naturally He could move “the finger” of God that is sufficient to cast out demons. Therefore wherever He goes, there will be no room for the existence of the power of demons and certainly the kingdom of God has come there. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Where there is the authority of God, there will be no place for the demons. Magnifying the Lord is the key to overcome in the spiritual conflicts. 

2) Only “the finger of God” is needed in casting out demons and “the hand of God’ (See John. 10:28-29) and “the arm of God” (See Is. 53:1) are not needed here. It is impossible to cast out demons relying on ourselves, however, it is easy to do it relying on God (See Zech. 4:6).

Luke. 11:21 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace.”


YLT: “`When the strong man armed may keep his hall, in peace are his goods;”

Meaning of Words: “a strong man”: the mighty one, the valiant one; “own palace”: court. 


Spiritual Meaning: “a strong man” indicates the powerful and mighty man and it symbolizes Satan; “guards his own palace” “the strong man’s own palace” indicates the kingdom of Satan; “his goods” indicate the tools that are utilized by Satan, i.e. the world who lie in the wicked (1John. 5:19) and are utilized by Satan. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If it is always “in peace” in us, we should be careful because it may be firmly guarded by the strong man------Satan that is “fully armed”. 

2) The coming of Christ sometimes makes men feel unpeaceful in themselves (See 12:49-53). Therefore, indeed, it is not good sometimes if our spiritual states are too easy and calm. 

Luke. 11:22 “But when a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoils.”


YLT: “but when the stronger than he, having come upon [him], may overcome him, his whole-armour he doth take away in which he had trusted, and his spoils he distributeth;”

Spiritual Meaning: “a stronger than he” indicates the Lord Jesus. 

  “Overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he trusted.” The Lord Jesus had crushed the head of Satan on the cross (Gen. 3:15) and corrupted its power that pillages men (See Eph. 2:8). 

  “And divides his spoils” All men are formerly captives of the devil, however, believers have been set free by the Lord (Gal. 5:1). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When Christ deals with the enemy, He “overcame” it first and then “divided”. The principle to preach the glad tidings is also to pray for binding Satan first and then gaining men. 

2) Every spiritual work is the obvious plunder instead of the secret robbery. Christians should not deal with Satan courteously but without sincerity. 

Luke. 11:23 “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”


YLT: “he who is not with me is against me, and he who is not gathering with me doth scatter.”

Meaning of Words: “with”: stand on the same side; “gather”: lead together. 


Literal Meaning: “He who is not with Me”: who does not stand on the side of the Lord. “He who does not gather with Me”: who does not bring men to the Lord. 

  In this cosmos, there are only the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan and there is not any other kingdom or neutral position. Therefore, he who is not with the Lord is “against Me (the Lord)” and he who does not bring men to the Lord “scatters abroad”. They are of Satan. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We do not have any neutral position between the Lord and Satan. 

2) Concerning the attitude towards Christ, “he who is not with Me is against Me”. Concerning the attitude towards works of those who are of Christ, “he who is not against us is on our side” (See 9:50). 

3) It is impossible for a Christian not to be with the Lord on earth. It is also impossible for a Christian not to gather with the Lord------never bring men to the Lord. 

4) All that are not with Christ are against Christ. Therefore we should desire Christ single-mindedly and we won’t become the enemy of Christ. 

5) All that are not gathered unto Christ scatter. Therefore if we regard any person or thing besides Christ------spiritual giants, doctrines and implementations as central, we destroy the oneness of the assembly, i.e. sinning against Christ. 

Luke. 11:24 “‘When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.'”


YLT: “‘When the unclean spirit may go forth from the man it walketh through waterless places seeking rest, and not finding, it saith, I will turn back to my house whence I came forth;”

Meaning of Words: “dry”: waterless. 


Literal Meaning: “unclean spirit”: evil spirits. After they had been judged with water by God (See Gen. 1:2), they lived in the sea. Then they roost in dry places and the body of men after men had fallen and sinned against God. “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man,” unless the spirit finds some other objects, it won’t have rest and has to return to the sea (See Matt. 8:32).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The body of believers is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1Cor. 6:19). Unbelievers are the lodgments (house) that the devils strive for. 

2) “I will return to my house from which I came.” The word shows that it is possible for the devil to stage a comeback. Believers should never forget to watch and withstand Satan because of the victory at a time. 

Luke. 11:25 “And when he comes, he finds it swept and put in order.”


YLT: “and having come, it findeth [it] swept and adorned;”

Meaning of Words: “put in order”: decorate, adorn. 


Literal Meaning: “swept” is negative, shipping the original things out. “Put it order” is positive, getting something in. 


Spiritual Meaning: “he finds it swept and put in order.” Though the religious believers also cast out demons, they did not receive the Lord Jesus to abide in their hearts after demons had been cast out from them (Eph. 3:17). They only paid attention to the outward morally good behaviors (“swept”) and decorated themselves with letters and regulations (“put in order”).

Luke. 11:26 “Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first.’”


YLT: “then doth it go, and take to it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and having entered, they dwell there, and the last of that man becometh worst than the first.’”

The Background: verse 24 to 26 is the historical background of the Jews in the past and the Lord rebuked that their state now is worse than before: through the event that they were taken away captive to Babylon, they had been cleansed and delivered from idols. However, as a result of their disobedience, unbelief and the hardness of their hearts, their state now is worse than that of the period before they had been taken away captive. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself.” “Seven” symbolizes the temporary perfect in the Bible. “Seven other spirits” symbolizes the complete power of Satan. 

  “Dwell there” “Dwell” in the original means to settle down and reside for a long time. 

  “The last state of that man is worse than the first.” If men only pay attention to religious ceremonies and do not magnify the Lord, on the contrary, they will fall under the power of Satan and they will be played with by Satan unconsciously------their state is worse than that of the period when they have not paid attention to morality because not only God and men but also Satan could do nothing to the true evil ones. However the devil is able to manipulate and make fun of the good men who do not receive the Lord and therefore their states are worse than the first. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If men only have temporary improvement in morality and do not let the Spirit of God dwell in them and preside them completely, their consequence will be worse. 

2) Demons love to dwell in the good men who do not believe in the Lord because they keep the law, stress on morality and do not have Christ in themselves. 

3) If a believer only pays attention to the negative dealing with “swept” (v.25) and lacks the positive knowledge and gain, he would become a “Puritan” at most and finally he will be occupied by more and more wicked spirits and the last state of him will be worse than the first. 

Luke. 11:27 “And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!’”


YLT: “And it came to pass, in his saying these things, a certain woman having lifted up the voice out of the multitude, said to him, `Happy the womb that carried thee, and the paps that thou didst suck!’”

Literal Meaning: “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!” It means that blessed is the mother (Mary) of the Lord Jesus according to the flesh (See 1:42). 

Luke. 11:28 “But He said, ‘More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!’”


YLT: “And he said, `Yea, rather, happy those hearing the word of God, and keeping [it]!’”

Literal Meaning: “Yes” in the original shows that He did not deny that Mary was blessed. 

  “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” It shows that those who trust and obey the word of the Lord are more blessed than the mother of the Lord Jesus according to the flesh (See 8:20-21). The word of the Lord again proves that the blood relationship is inferior to the spiritual relationship. This verse is enough to make those who worship Mary say nothing. 

Luke. 11:29 “And while the crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, ‘This is an evil generation. It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet.”


YLT: “And the multitudes crowding together upon him, he began to say, `This generation is evil, a sign it doth seek after, and a sign shall not be given to it, except the sign of Jonah the prophet,”

Meaning of Words: “sign”: miracle, wonder. 


Literal Meaning: “an evil generation” “Generation” indicates the age of the whole world in broad sense and all one’s life in narrow sense. 


Spiritual Meaning: “sign” is the miraculous phenomenon with spiritual meaning. Religious believers only pay attention to apparent phenomenon and neglect the real meaning. 

  “The sign of Jonah the prophet” is the type of the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

  This verse means that only Christ who died and rose up from the dead could meet the need of this evil generation. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Signs are of no effect to men who are with evil intentions and only arouse their curiosity. 

2) The rising life of Christ that is manifested in believers is the sign that the world urgently needs to see. 

Luke. 11:30 “For as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son of Man will be to this generation.”


YLT: “for as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also shall the Son of Man be to this generation.”

Spiritual Meaning: Jonah in the belly of the great fish is a sign. It typifies that the Lord died and was buried for us. He descended into the lower parts of the earth (Eph. 4:9) and stayed in hell (Acts. 2:27). 
Luke. 11:31 “The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here.”


YLT: “`A queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation, and shall condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and lo, greater than Solomon here!”

Meaning of Words: “greater”: more in quality and quantity.


Literal Meaning: “The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them.” “The queen of the South” was the queen of Sheba. She was the gentile, living far away, and she made a long and difficult journey only for hearing the wisdom of Solomon (1Kings. 10:1-10). However, all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in the Lord (Col. 2:3). Men in this world did not respect the Lord’s words and therefore they are inferior to the queen of the South. 

  “And indeed a greater than Solomon is here.” Solomon asked for an understanding heart (1Kings. 3:9) and Christ Himself is wisdom. Solomon spoke of the trees (1Kings. 4:33) and Christ is the Lord that created all. Therefore He is greater than Solomon. He is the greater king and he is king of kings (Rev. 17:14). 


Spiritual Meaning: Solomon spoke words of wisdom (1Kings. 4:34), built the temple of God (1Kings. 6:2) and inherited the kingdom (2Sam. 7:12). Solomon typifies that Christ is our wisdom (1Cor. 1:30), Christ builds the assembly for a habitation of God (Eph. 2:22) and will gain the kingdom (Rev. 11:15). Therefore we should hear Him (Matt. 17:5). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we want to hear the wisdom of the Lord, we should humble ourselves like the queen of the South. 

2) In order to hear the words of the Lord, some believers pay the price and they even disregard their lives. However some believers in easy environment do not have interest or longing in the Lord’s words, and even incline to the worldly things. 

Luke. 11:32 “The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.”


YLT: “`Men of Nineveh shall stand up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it, because they reformed at the proclamation of Jonah; and lo, greater than Jonah here!”

Meaning of Words: “greater”: more in quality or quantity. 


Literal Meaning: “the men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it.” “The men of Nineveh” were gentiles and the moment they heard the preachment of Jonah, they repented (Jon. 3:5-8). The Lord here said that sinners who have repented are better than those who are self-righteous and do not receive the Lord Jesus. 

  “And indeed a greater than Jonah is here.” Jonah did not obey God’s dispatch and fled unto Tarshish (Jon. 1:3). Christ accepted God’s dispatch and became obedient even unto death (Pill. 2:8). Therefore He is greater than Jonah. 

  Christ is the prophet that is greater than Jonah. He was sent by God and spoke for God through His deeds. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The only need of this generation is to see and receive the rising Christ. 

2) The men of Nineveh repented at the words of Jonah at that time. Today all men have to repent at the Lord’s words. 

3) Death first and then the resurrection. Our natural life should be delivered unto death and then the life of the rising Christ will be manifested (2Cor. 4:11). 

4) If Christians are of two minds towards the Lord and do not follow the Lord well, lest a group of people will rise up and condemn us one day in future. 
Luke. 11:33 “‘No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a secret place or under a basket, but on a lampstand, that those who come in may see the light.”


YLT: “`And no one having lighted a lamp, doth put [it] in a secret place, nor under the measure, but on the lamp-stand, that those coming in may behold the light.”

Meaning of Words: “a secret place”: hidden place, in secret. 


Literal Meaning: “No one, when he has lit a lamp, put it in a secret place or under a basket.” Here it means that light should not be hidden. 

  “But on a lampstand.” It means to put it on an obvious place in order to shine all around.


Spiritual Meaning: “under a basket” “Basket” is a measure made by wood and it is used to measure grain. Therefore it symbolizes cares of life. The lamp is put under a basket shows that believers are bound by the concentrations of life (i.e. they are busy making a living) so that the light is covered. 

  “But on a lampstand.” “Lampstand” is the proper utensil to put lamp, symbolizing the life that bears witness to Christ. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The enjoyment of life------“basket” always darkens the inner spiritual light and therefore we should live in the assembly------“on a lampstand” and then it must be bright. 

2) The light that we have seen from the words of the Lord may be covered under a basket by us and it cannot shine because of the cares and enjoyment of life. 

3) Our attitude towards life------whether we exactly live to the Lord or to ourselves (See Rom. 14:7-8)------crucially determines whether the light is manifested or covered. 

4) If we want to shine for the Lord so as to lighten men around us, we have to overcome cares of life (Matt. 6:24-34). 

5) Lamp shines because oil is lighted up. “Oil” indicates the inner-dwelling Holy Spirit. If we want to shine, we have to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

6) Everything that may hide the Lord to shine from us is “the secret place and basket”. Everything besides the Lord, even the best thing, may turn to be the “the secret place and basket” to hide light.

7) The light of Christians not only changes men’s outside ways, but also affects their inner hearts. 

8) If we want to know whether someone is of the Spirit, we shouldn’t see how he behaves in the meetings, we should see how he behaves in his own house. 

9) Today, in the time of grace, men need not seek the sign from heaven (See v.29-32) and men could see the heavenly light from true Christians. 
Luke. 11:34 “The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is good, your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye is bad, your body also is full of darkness.”


YLT: “`The lamp of the body is the eye, when then thine eye may be simple, thy whole body also is lightened; and when it may be evil, thy body also is darkened;”

Meaning of Words: “good”: pure, single, single-minded, sound; “bad”: evil, wicked. 

Literal Meaning: here it illustrates the connection between heart and life with the connection between the eye and body. Eye here stands for profit, desire, ambition and the direction that one pays attention to.

Two eyes could only see one thing at one time. If one’s eyes want to see two things at one time, his sight will be blurred. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The function of lamp is to lighten all around (See v.33) and men’s eyes should be good so that the whole body would be full of light. In like manner, in the spiritual realm, men should concentrate their eyes on which is good and do not let the evil hide themselves. 

2) The condition of one’s eyes determines the condition of his vision. In like manner, whether one’s intention towards God is single determines whether his life has a proper direction and meaning. 

3) What men’s eyes see usually shows what they love in their hearts. The eye is “the lamp of the body”. The eye will light up and show what are hidden deeply in the whole body. 

4) The pride or humbleness of one’s eyes shows his character. 

5) If our hearts mind things in heaven fully, our eyes will focus on God Himself solely, our whole body will be full of light and our spiritual senses will be opened. 

6) If we want to have the spiritual enlightenment, we should turn our eyes to God (2Cor. 3:16). The reason why children of God do not have the spiritual enlightenment is that they have not turned their hearts to God. 

7) How perfect one’s heart is towards God depends on the extent of his dedication to God. The more completely one devotes himself to God, the more perfect his heart will be towards God and the lighter his spiritual vision will be.

8) Spiritual sight is very important. If men are in darkness, they are in sins and they are not living in the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:8, 1John. 1:5-6).

9) Once our hearts wander from the Lord, all kinds of things of the world will attract our eyes to make ours eyes bad and unwittingly we may fall into darkness.

10) Eyes of citizens of the kingdom of heaven have been opened and have turned from darkness to light (Acts. 26:18). If they fall into darkness again, their last state will be worse than the first (2Pet. 2:20). 

Luke. 11:35 “Therefore take heed that the light which is in you is not darkness.”


YLT: “take heed, then, lest the light that [is] in thee be darkness;”

Meaning of Words: “take heed”: look on, consider. 


Literal Meaning: the verse asks us to pay attention to “the light in us” and should not let it be quenched. 

Luke. 11:36 “If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the bright shining of a lamp gives you light.’”


YLT: “if then thy whole body is lightened, not having any part darkened, the whole shall be lightened, as when the lamp by the brightness may give thee light.’”

Literal Meaning: the verse shows that the one whose eyes are good and pure must be full of the light of life in himself and the whole body must be immersed in the divine light (See Ps. 36:9). 
Luke. 11:37 “And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in and sat down to eat.”


YLT: “And in [his] speaking, a certain Pharisee was asking him that he might dine with him, and having gone in, he reclined (at meat),”

Literal Meaning: “dine with him” “dine” in the original specially means the breakfast. 

Luke. 11:38 “When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first washed before dinner.”


YLT: “and the Pharisee having seen, did wonder that he did not first baptize himself before the dinner.”

The Background: According to the regulations of the Law of Moses, priests had to wash their hands and their feet before they enter into the temple to serve (Exod. 30:19). However, the supplementary teachings preserved in oral had extent the commandment towards priests to the details of life of common people, lest men touch unclean things (such as dead body, dead cattle and unclean animals). Therefore they were asked to wash their hands before dinner. Rabbis always said, “The holy people (Israel) who live in the holy land (Canaan) must speak holy language (Hebrew language) and eat holy food (washing their hands).” 

Literal Meaning: “He had not first washed before dinner.” It could be translated as “He did not do the ceremony of washing before dinner” in the original. Therefore it indicates that He had not washed according to the religious ceremony instead of the common washing of hands for hygiene. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Today Christianity had accumulated much tradition in the past two thousand years. However it is not obligatory for Christians to obey the tradition. 

2) If we stress on the outward regulations and ways, we may become current scribes and Pharisees. 

Luke. 11:39 “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees make the outside of the cup and dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and wickedness.”


YLT: “And the Lord said unto him, ‘Now do ye, the Pharisees, the outside of the cup and of the plate make clean, but your inward part is full of rapine and wickedness;”

The Background: “you Pharisees make the outside of the cup and dish clean.” The cup and dish which the Pharisees used in worship should be cleansed through ceremonial procedures. 


Literal Meaning: “but your inward part is full of greed and wickedness.” Just like the vessels which are outwardly clean could be full of poisonous things inward, those who have been cleansed through ceremony may be full of greedy and wickedness. 

  “Greed” is related to the love of money and “wickedness” is related to lustfulness; “greed” indicates to oppress others in order to fulfill himself and “wickedness” indicates to indulge himself to fulfill his selfish desire. 

  In this verse the Lord Jesus blamed them that they only stressed on the cleanness of letters (See Mark. 7:4) despite that inside they are dirty and unclean. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus received the invitation of the Pharisee and dined with him (See v.37), however, He blamed him strictly without any concealment. This shows that the Lord could condescend concerning the deeds of life, however, concerning the spiritual witness, He never compromise because of these. This should also be the principle of our life. 

2) Many people restrict their own behaviors before a big crowd (“make the outside of the cup and dish clean”) and show their lust to swallow others and indulge themselves when others are unaware (“inward part is full of greed and wickedness”). 

3) Religious believers have a form of godliness but deny the power of it (2Tim. 3:5). 

Luke. 11:40 “Foolish ones! Did not He who made the outside make the inside also?” 


YLT: “unthinking! did not He who made the outside also the inside make?”

Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that we should pay attention to the inside state because the inside is more important than the outside (See Mark. 7:15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we live in the spiritual reality, we should deal with the inside intentions first and naturally good and pure words and deeds will be brought forth out of the inside (See 12:35, 15:18-19).

2) The outside behaviors are originated from the inside life------the more Christ is formed in us (Gal. 4:19), the more Christ will be manifested through the outside behaviors (Pill. 1:20).

Luke. 11:41 “But rather give alms of such things as you have; then indeed all things are clean to you.”


YLT: “But what ye have give ye [as] alms, and, lo, all things are clean to you.”

Spiritual Meaning: “But rather give alms of such things as you have” “such things” imply “the greed and wickedness inside of the cup and dish” (See v.39). Therefore the whole sentence means that “give what you are greedy for” and then indeed all things are clean to them. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one is willing to give alms to the poor, his heart won’t be controlled by “greed and wickedness” (See v.39).

2) He who is willing to give alms will do uprightly in others things. 

Luke. 11:42 “‘But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass by justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.”


YLT: “`But wo to you, the Pharisees, because ye tithe the mint, and the rue, and every herb, and ye pass by the judgment, and the love of God; these things it behoveth to do, and those not to be neglecting.”

Meaning of Words: “justice”: judgment, righteous. 


Literal Meaning: “but woe to you” include the twofold meaning that “they will receive the just deserts of evildoing” and “how sorrowful and miserable it is”. 

  “For you tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs.” The scribes and the Pharisees stressed on tithe and they even cared about the small products in the field (See Lev. 27:30, Deut. 14:22). “Mint and anise” are the plants used to make medicine or flavor. 

  “And pass by justice and the love of God” “Justice” indicates the justice towards men; “the love of God” is the beginning of all things towards God. 

  “These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.” It indicates that “justice and the love of God” should be done, and “tithe” should not be left aside and neglected because of these things. 

  This verse shows that the Pharisees only obeyed the least regulations of the Law such as the tithe (without leaving the others undone), however, they neglected the weightier matters of the Law: justice and the love of God which should have been done. In other words, they changed the tithe into regulations and did not have the testimony of life. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord did not ask men to despise the tithe. He asked men to know the relative importance. 

2) If believers of today only talk about justice and the love of God and do not have actual actions and misunderstand that the tithe is not important, contrarily they are inferior to the Pharisees. 
Luke. 11:43 “Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.”


YLT: “`Wo to you, the Pharisees, because ye love the first seats in the synagogues, and the salutations in the market-places.”

Literal Meaning: “For you love the best seats in the synagogues” “the best seats” indicate seats of the front row in the synagogues and these seats are usually kept for those with the highest positions. 

  “And greetings in the marketplaces” It means that they love to be flattered, respected and honored by men in public. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the best seats” symbolize the spiritual position. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The greatest temptation for leaders of the assembly comes from their inner hearts------they like to be exalted by men and show their importance in the multitude. 

2) He who minds titles and positions in the assembly could not serve the Lord well. 

3) Religious believers like to show off themselves. They may give alms, bear witness, serve, preach, write books and do other spiritual good works, however, perhaps the motivations of many are for the vain glory (See Pill. 2:3).

Luke. 11:44 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like graves which are not seen, and the men who walk over them are not aware of them.’”


YLT: “`Wo to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because ye are as the unseen tombs, and the men walking above have not known.’”

The Background: if the Jews step on the tomb, they held that they may be infected with the uncleanness of the dead and they were unclean according to the religious ceremony (See Lev. 21:1, Num. 19:16). Therefore the Jews always avoided stepping on the tomb. However, sometimes they walk on it because of dim moonlight or their carelessness. 

Spiritual Meaning: it shows that the Pharisees themselves were unclean and those who drew near to them were unaware that they were tainted with uncleanness. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Religious believers think in one way and behave in another. They are dead because there aren’t lives in them. But they hide their dead situation in the outside (See Rev. 3:1).

2) The outside behaviors of religious believers are not out of lives, and therefore they appear beautiful outwardly. However, they are still unclean before God because God has perspective sight (See 1Cor. 2:10) and He is able to search reins and hearts (Ps. 7:9, Rev. 2:23). 

Luke. 11:45 “Then one of the lawyers answered and said to Him, ‘Teacher, by saying these things You reproach us also.’”


YLT: “And one of the lawyers answering, saith to him, `Teacher, these things saying, us also thou dost insult;’”

Meaning of Words: “reproach”: entreat shamefully, insult. 

Luke. 11:46 “And He said, ‘Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.”


YLT: “and he said, `And to you, the lawyers, wo! because ye burden men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves with one of your fingers do not touch the burdens.”

Meaning of Words: “touch” (the medical term and it indicates to lightly touch the wounds of the body). 


Literal Meaning: “for you load men with burdens hard to bear” “Burdens” especially indicate the burdens of the Law; they bind many strict letters and regulations on men and make it difficult for them to carry out. 

  “And you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.” It means that they use the strict regulations to demand others instead of themselves. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers not only should not lay burdens on others’ shoulders but also should bear one another’s burdens (See Gal. 6:2).

2) Religious believers are not only “unable” to do but also “unwilling” to move. He who only knows to teach others and does not move himself with one of his fingers is unworthy to be a leader of the church. 

Luke. 11:47 “Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.”


YLT: “`Wo to you, because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.”

Literal Meaning: “build the tombs of the prophets” It indicates the behaviors of respect towards the prophets; “the prophets” are those who speak for God. 

  “And your fathers killed them.” They built the tombs of the prophets who were killed by their fathers in order to show that they were different from their fathers. 


Enlightenment in the Word: the Pharisees respected the former prophets and could not bear the current prophets. Men in the religious circles usually exalt the dead ones, however, they despise the living ones. 
Luke. 11:48 “In fact, you bear witness that you approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you build their tombs.”


YLT: “Then do ye testify, and are well pleased with the works of your fathers, because they indeed killed them, and ye do build their tombs;”

Meaning of Words: “approve”: be pleased, have pleasure, accept (the legal term, it indicates that though one has not committed a crime, he has helped the evil one). 


Literal Meaning: the Lord meant that the true respect towards the prophets should be the inner conviction and repentance instead of the outward acts. If they built the tomb of the prophets but neglected their messages, they only show their hypocrisy and in fact they “approve” what their fathers had done. 

Luke. 11:49 “Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and persecute,'”


YLT: “because of this also the wisdom of God said: I will send to them prophets, and apostles, and some of them they shall kill and persecute,”

Literal Meaning: “therefore the wisdom of God also said” The Lord here may use implicit expression to show that He Himself is “the wisdom of God” or “the wise one of God” (See 7:35).

  “I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and persecute.” The Lord predicted that how the leaders of Judaism would persecute and kill all the apostles, prophets and teachers of the New Testament who are sent by the Lord (See Acts. 5:40, 8:1-3 and etc).

Luke. 11:50 “that the blood of all the prophets which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation,”


YLT: “that the blood of all the prophets, that is being poured forth from the foundation of the world, may be required from this generation;”

Literal Meaning: “may be required of this generation” It means that the sin of the blood of all the prophets which was shed may be required of the leaders of Judaism and God would let them take on the condemnation which their fathers should take on and this was fulfilled in A.D. 70 as expected. 


Enlightenment in the Word: God makes inquisition for sin towards not only individual one but also the corporate generation. 

Luke. 11:51 “from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation.”


YLT: “from the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, who perished between the altar and the house; yes, I say to you, It shall be required from this generation.”

Literal Meaning: “from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah” “Abel” was the first righteous one who was killed (Gen. 4:8-11, Heb. 12:24).

  “To the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple” “Zechariah” may be the son of the priest Jehoiada and he was stoned by men in the temple of Jehovah (See 2Chron. 24:15, 20-22). According to the Jewish arrangement of the Hebrew Bible, the Bible started from Generation and ended in Chronicles. When the Judaists talk about “from Generation to the Chronicles”, it is just like Christians’ saying about “from Generation to Revelation” and this means the whole Bible. Therefore, “from Abel in Generation to Zechariah in Chronicles” means to summarize all the martyrs of the Old Testament. 

Luke. 11:52 “‘Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.’”


YLT: “`Wo to you, the lawyers, because ye took away the key of the knowledge; yourselves ye did not enter; and those coming in, ye did hinder.’”

Meaning of Words: “hinder”: keep from, forbid. 


Literal Meaning: “For you have taken away the key of knowledge” It indicates that those who take the responsibility to explain the Law of God and make men understand the will of God contrarily hinder them from finding the way to comprehend the full knowledge of God because of their teachings of error. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today there are also many people who consider themselves as men of authority concerning the spiritual knowledge. However, they are unwilling to humbly pursue the full knowledge of Christ and hinder others from pursing Him. They shall be punished by the Lord. 

2) Religious leaders do not magnify the Lord themselves and hinder men from hearkening to the word of the Lord simply. When someone does not obey their teachings of heresy, they condemn him that he betrays “the delegation of authority” and excommunicate him. This kind of situation is often seen in the church history. 

3) In the spiritual way, the moment one does not make progress (“You did not enter in yourselves”), he becomes others’ obstruction (“and those who were entering in you hindered”). The spiritual leaders who walk “in front” should never close the door for others to receive grace because of their own delaying and conservation and complacency. 

Luke. 11:53 “And as He said these things to them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many things,”


YLT: “And in his speaking these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began fearfully to urge and to press him to speak about many things,”
Luke. 11:54 “lying in wait for Him, and seeking to catch Him in something He might say, that they might accuse Him.”


YLT: “laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him.”

Meaning of Words: “lying in wait for”: lie in ambush for the chance; “catch”: hunt with the snare. 


Literal Meaning: “seeking to catch Him in something He might say, that they might accuse Him.” It means that they wanted to catch Him in something from His words that could be used by them to distort so as to accuse Jesus.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Pharisees cannot catch the Lord Jesus in anything concerning His deeds and they wanted to catch something in His words. Believes should be careful in both deeds and words (See Col. 4:5-6). 

2) Today the devil wants to find fault with Christians through many people and therefore we should learn to be careful and wise in words. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Knowledge of Prayer

I. The need of prayer------Jesus was praying in a certain place (v.1)------the Lord Jesus Himself needed to pray. 

II. The foundation of prayer------our Father in heaven (v.2a)------it is built upon our spiritual relationship with God. 

III. The priority of prayer------for the glory of God (v.2b): 

  A. Hallowed be Your name------worship God and acknowledge Him and all that He has done. 

  B. Your kingdom come------with the purpose of the realization of the kingdom of God. 

  C. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven------with the precondition of the will of God. 

IV. What we ask in prayer------for our own needs------it bases on the knowledge of God: 

  A. Give us day by day our daily bread (v.3)------for our own needs of the flesh------knowing that God is the source of provision. 

  B. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us (v.4a)------so as to remove the obstruction of our communion with God------knowing God’s disposition. 

  C. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one (v.4b)------for the spiritual conflicts------knowing God’s power and authority. 

V. The attitude of prayer------the prayer that is answered: 

  A. Lend me three loaves (v.5)------it must be the real need. 

  B. I have nothing to set before him (v.6)------one has to know that he has nothing. 

  C. Because of his persistence (v.7-8)-------it must be of one’s inner burden. 

VI. The promise of prayer (v.9-10):

  A. Ask, and it will be given to you------one has the specific actions of prayer. 

  B. Seek, and you will find------one has the single-minded item of prayer. 

  C. Knock, and it will be opened to you------one has the clear aim of prayer. 

VII. The faith of prayer: 

  A. “If one asks for…, will he give…” (v.11-12)------one believes that God will assuredly give the right thing. 

  B. The heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him (v.13)------one believes that God will assuredly give the best thing. 

The Knowledge of the Spiritual Conflicts 

I. The power of casting out demons------it is not by the ruler of the demons but the power of God (v.14-20).

II. The strategy of casting out demons------overcome the stronger first and then divide his spoils (v.21-22).

III. Soldiers who cast out demons------he who is not with the Lord is against Him (v.23). 

IV. Alertness of casting out demons------be wary of its comeback (v.24-26). 

The Knowledge of the Way of Life 

I. It is not the fleshly life but the spiritual life from the word of God (v.27-28).

II. It is not the outward signs but Christ of God: 

  A. This generation is only in need of the sign of Jonah the prophet (v.29-30)------He is the Son of Man who rose from the dead. 

  B. Indeed the Son of Man is greater than Solomon (v.31)------He is our true wisdom. 

  C. Indeed the Son of Man is greater than Jonah (v.32)------He is our true redemption. 

III. It is not the outward sight but the inner enlightenment:

  A. Our attitude towards life determines whether we could see the enlightenment of life (v.33).

  B. Whether our eyes of heart are good determines whether the whole body is full of light or darkness (v.34-35).

  C. If the whole body is full of light, the way of one’s life will be completely bright (v.36).

IV. It is not the outside cleanness but the inside cleanness (v.37-41).

V. It is not the obedience of the letters of the Law but the keeping of the spirit of the Law (v.42).

VI. It is not the honor of men but the praise of God (v.43).

VII. It is not the concealment before men but the reality before God (v.44).

VIII. It is not your words but your deeds (v.45-46).

IX. It is not the outer building but the inner intention (v.47-51).

X. It is not the gain of outward knowledge but the inner experience (v.52).

Luke Chapter Twelve
I. Content of the Chapter

The Warnings and Teachings of the Son of Man the Savior 

I. How to speak and walk before men (v.1-12).

II. How to treat treasure and living (v.13-34).

III. The attitude and knowledge of those who serve the Lord (v.35-39).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Luke. 12:1 “In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.”


YLT: “At which time the myriads of the multitude having been gathered together, so as to tread upon one another, he began to say unto his disciples, first, `Take heed to yourselves of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy;”

Meaning of words: “hypocrisy”: performance, act, putting on the mask. 

The Background: “hypocrisy” this word originated with the actors on stage who spoke with masks to cover their original appearance so as to play the role vividly. 


Literal Meaning: “leaven” is a sort of unicellular fungi that can make bread to ferment. Bread that has been fermented will become more delicious. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” “The leaven” indicates the evil things (See Exod. 12:20; 1Cor. 5:7-8) and teachings (See Matt. 16:12, Gal. 5:8-9). “The leaven of the Pharisees” here especially indicates “hypocrisy”------duplicity and preciosity; they pretend to have the form of piety and covet the reputation that they do not deserve, however, they actually do not fear God in their hearts.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The leaven of the Pharisees” indicates not only the “teachings” of error (See Matt. 16:6) but also the “deeds” of error. Therefore we should not only be aware of the wrong teachings but also guard against the wrong deeds. 

2) Today, the “hypocrisy” is often seen among Christians. It shows that “the leaven of the Pharisees” has been mixed into the assembly. 
3) Today whatever misleads men and makes men merely pay attention to the outward appearance and neglect the inner reality is “the leaven of the Pharisees”. 

Luke. 12:2 “For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known.”


YLT: “and there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known;”

Literal Meaning: according to the context, “the covered” and “the hidden” indicate “the hypocrisy” (See v.1). None of the hypocritical could be covered. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Since things that are covered and hidden will be revealed sooner or later, it would be better for us to muster up our courage to speak what we should speak and to do what we should do. 

2) Some Christians do what they shouldn’t do and they are afraid to be known by men instead of God. However, they will not only be known sooner or later but also it is much harder for them to confess before God before the judgment-seat. 

Luke. 12:3 “Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.”


YLT: “because whatever in the darkness ye said, in the light shall be heard: and what to the ear ye spake in the inner-chambers, shall be proclaimed upon the house-tops.” 

Literal Meaning: “whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light” It indicates that the inconvenient words that are spoken in the dark (See Eph. 4:29; 5:4) will be revealed finally. 

  “What you have spoken in inner rooms” “Inner rooms” indicate the private one among many rooms. 

  “Will be proclaimed on the housetops” “On the housetops” indicate the place for public announce in old time. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A common saying goes like this, “what is done by night appears by day.” The teaching of the Bible is that, “what is said by night appears by day”.

2) Believers should speak very carefully because “every idle word” that we may speak carelessly today will be given account of some day in future (Matt. 12:36).

Luke. 12:4 “‘And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.”


YLT: “`And I say to you, my friends, be not afraid of those killing the body, and after these things are not having anything over to do;”

Literal Meaning: “those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do” indicate those who have been utilized by the devil to persecute believers. Their persecution may make our body and mind suffer, however, at most they kill the body and they cannot kill the soul (See Matt. 10:28).

Luke. 12:5 “But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!”


YLT: “but I will show to you, whom ye may fear; Fear him who, after the killing, is having authority to cast to the gehenna; yes, I say to you, Fear ye Him.”

Literal Meaning: “has power to cast into hell” Only God has this power. 

  “Fear Him” indicates to honor His authority, fear Him and trust and rely on Him. 

  The devil and its ministers (including the world) could kill the body at most and they cannot kill the soul. However if we dare not to bear witness to the Lord, fearing that our bodies may be killed, probably our souls may be punished by the Lord one day and this is what we should be afraid of. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Who we should fear is God instead of Satan. The attitude we should have towards Satan is to resist the devil firmly (See James. 4:7; 1Pet. 5:9).

2) Believers should not fear those who make us suffer losses temporarily and should fear those who make us suffer losses forever. 

3) Men’s difficulty is that they do not fear what they are supposed to fear and fear what they are not supposed to fear. Who men should fear is God. “Fearing God” is the foundation of our victory. 

Luke. 12:6 “‘Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten before God.”


YLT: “`Are not five sparrows sold for two assars? and one of them is not forgotten before God,”

The Background: according to the Roman currency system at that time, one denarius costs sixteen copper coins (i.e. assarius). Therefore “two copper coins” is equal to one eighth denarius. At that time, the wage of a common worker is one denarius a day (See Matt. 20:2). 


Literal Meaning: “are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins?” Two sparrows are sold for one coin (See Matt. 10:29) and five sparrows should be sold for two and a half copper coins. However, they are sold for two copper coins because the fifth sparrow is given by free if one buys four sparrows. This shows how cheap the sparrows------the food of the poor are. 

  “And not one of them is forgotten before God.” This word shows that the sparrow that is given by free is not forgotten before God. This shows that: 1) God’s favor towards men is meticulous; 2) God specially takes care of the lowly ones and orphans and widows. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should learn to trust and rely on God’s care and arrangements.

2) Men and devils are unable to harm us without our Father in heaven. All our circumstances are permitted by our Father and He knows what profits us (Heb. 12:10). 

Luke. 12:7 “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”


YLT: “but even the hairs of your head have been all numbered; therefore fear ye not, than many sparrows ye are of more value.”

Literal Meaning: “but the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” This word shows that every hair of us has been numbered by God. Since God managers this little thing, He will assuredly regard us when we are encountered with difficulties because of His works. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Every thing believers have encountered is arranged by God. God arranges our circumstances carefully just as He has numbered our hairs. 

2) God’s infinite meticulosity is just like His infinite greatness. Upon us nothing is too detailed for God to arrange. 

3) “Many” is very precious. No matter how many sparrows there are, you are of more value. 

4) God loves us as the apple of His eye (Deut. 32:10, Zech. 2:8). 

5) The reason why men fear is that they do not trust in God’s arrangements. Everything is arranged by God. If you trust in God’s arrangements, you won’t fear and you will praise Him. 

6) Obedience works joy and faith works rest. One will not fear when his heart is full of rest and joy. 

Luke. 12:8 “‘Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God.”


YLT: “`And I say to you, Every one whoever may confess with me before men, the Son of Man also shall confess with him before the messengers of God,”

Meaning of Words: “confess”: acknowledge, identify (it includes the meaning that one is united to the Lord).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we bear witness to the Lord, the Lord will bear witness to us. 

2) If we respect the Lord before men, the Lord will respect us before God. 

Luke. 12:9 “But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.”


YLT: “and he who hath denied me before men, shall be denied before the messengers of God,”

Meaning of Words: “deny”: reject (the first one); deny seriously, reject utterly (the second one and the wording of the second is stronger and more serious). 
Literal Meaning: whether we confess the Lord before men is closely connected with whether the Lord confesses us before God. If we dare not to confess the Lord before men because we are afraid of men, we will suffer the consequence of our fear. Should we fear God? Or should we fear men? It is a fearful thing to fall into hands of living God (Heb. 10:31). 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Today it is wrong for believers that the more others oppose them, the less they dare to bear witness to the Lord. Actually, lamp is lightened in the dark. The more men reject the Lord, the more we should preach. 

2) Many believers hold that they do not need to preach the glad tidings with mouth and they want to express the glad tidings with deeds. Our deeds should be worthy of the glad tidings (Pill. 1:27), however, deeds could not replace utterance. 

Luke. 12:10 “‘And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.”


YLT: “and every one whoever shall say a word to the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven to him, but to him who to the Holy Spirit did speak evil, it shall not be forgiven.”

Meaning of Words: “against”: towards, antagonize, and withstand; “blaspheme”: “blasphemy”: evil speaking, defamation, and vilification (especially against God). 


Literal Meaning: “And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him.” “The Son of Man” is Christ. If men reject Him because they do not know that the Lord Jesus is the Son of God, they still have the possibility to come to realize the truth and turn to Him. Therefore it will be forgiven him. 

  “But to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.” If men repent, very sin of behavior and words will be forgiven. However if someone obviously knows that the Holy Spirit works and deliberately despises and blasphemes the Holy Spirit, his conduct restrains he Holy Spirit from working in his heart forever. In this way, it is impossible for him to repent of his sins and certainly it will not be forgiven. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One will be forgiven if he is too weak to obey the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Only those who obviously know that something is of the Holy Spirit and say that it is of Satan will never be forgiven. 

2) Every behavioral sin of men could be forgiven. However if men are purposely against the Holy Spirit and their hearts keep hard to the end, there won’t be any possibility for them to be forgiven. 

Luke. 12:11 “‘Now when they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about how or what you should answer, or what you should say.” 


YLT: “`And when they bring you before the synagogues, and the rulers, and the authorities, be not anxious how or what ye may reply, or what ye may say,”

Literal Meaning: “how you should answer” indicates the way to speak. 

  “What you should answer” indicates the context. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we are confronted with persecution and opposition, we should not speak by ourselves. 

2) If believers are persecuted or opposed, we should not deal with the difficulty by ourselves. We should commit ourselves to the Lord through faith. He that believes on the Lord shall not be ashamed (Rom. 9:33). 

3) “Do not worry about.” The present world is full of intenseness and many people are anxious. However, when our hearts rest in the Lord, we could keep tranquil in trails and hardships. 

Luke. 12:12 “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.’”


YLT: “for the Holy Spirit shall teach you in that hour what it behoveth [you] to say.’”

Controversial Clarification: verse 11 and 12 do not tell us that before the servants of the Lord speak for God, they do not need to spend time praying and preparing for the message before God and the Spirit may teach them the fit words when they speak for the Lord. We should never make an excuse for our laziness by these verses. Surely even if the servants of the Lord are well-prepared, they still need to look upon the Spirit to give them the fit words when they speak for the Lord (See Neh. 2:4-5; Eph. 6:19). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We should learn to return into the spirit and look on the guidance of the Holy Spirit instead of facing the persecution by ourselves because God’s Spirit dwells in our spirits (Rom. 8:9). The Spirit is our support and comfort when we are confronted with persecutions for serving the Lord. 

2) If we are persecuted for the sake of the Lord, the Holy Spirit not only dwells in us but also will give us words so that we could answer those who persecute us. It shows that the cares of the Lord are so attentive that we do not need to be afraid. 

3) If men rush to the fore to speak, the Holy Spirit will have no status to speak. If men do not speak for themselves, the Holy Spirit will manifest his words. 

4) Many times men could speak what they are unable to speak and what they are unexpected because it is not them who speak, but the Spirit of their Father who speaks in them.

Luke. 12:13 “Then one from the crowd said to Him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.’”


YLT: “And a certain one said to him, out of the multitude, `Teacher, say to my brother to divide with me the inheritance.’”

The Background: at that time rabbi had the right to help men to divide the inheritance according to the Law of Moses (e.g. Num. 27:1-11; Deut. 21:15-17).

Luke. 12:14 “But He said to him, ‘Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?’”


YLT: “And he said to him, `Man, who set me a judge or a divider over you?’”

Literal Meaning: “man” Please note that this tone of speech is straight forward. 

  The Lord Jesus refused to be a judge or an arbitrator over men because He was concerned about men’s life (See v.15). Life is much more important than treasure. 

Luke. 12:15 “And He said to them, ‘Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.’”


YLT: “And he said unto them, ‘Observe, and beware of the covetousness, because not in the abundance of one’s goods is his life.’”

Meaning of Words: “take heed”: look carefully; “beware of”: be on guard, watch; “covetousness”: greediness, hunger for more; “life”: the life of spirit (zoe); “the things he possesses”: belongings, possessions. 


Literal Meaning: “Take heed and beware of covetousness” This sentence shows that that man asked the Lord Jesus to help him to divide the inheritance (v.13-14) with the motivation of “covetousness” towards treasure. 

  “For one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” “One’s life” indicates one’s enjoyment and joy of the spiritual life; one’s true blessing and joy do not consist in the possession of the abundant material wealth. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The Lord did not make Himself “a judge or an arbitrator” (See v.14) and towards men He only mentioned “life”. When we are confronted with difficulties in the assembly, we should try our best to provide men life and should avoid caring about the right and wrong. 

2) In Him was life and the life was the light of men (John. 1:4). Only Christ is able to truly solve all the problems of men’s life. 

3) The man who possesses the abundant wealth and only spends it for himself is not happier than the man who is glad to lead a simple and pious life. 

4) The world holds that the improvement of the material civilization should owe to the unlimited material desire of human beings and the so-called “covetousness” is the strongest driving force of “life”. However, it makes human life drop from the spiritual range to the range of the material desire, thus depriving the real meaning and purpose of human lives. 
Luke. 12:16 “Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: ‘The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.”


YLT: “And he spake a simile unto them, saying, ‘Of a certain rich man the field brought forth well;”

Literal Meaning: “then He spoke a parable to them” The Lord spoke this parable in order to explain the reason why “one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses” (See v.15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “A certain rich” is the one who “possesses plentiful belongings”. However, whether one’s life is abundant does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses. 

2) There are many “rich men” in the world. Apparently they possess plentiful belongings and actually they are possessed by the plentiful belongings------they become “slaves of riches” from the “rich men”. 

Luke. 12:17 “And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?'”


YLT: “and he was reasoning within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have not where I shall gather together my fruits?”

Meaning of Words: “crops”: fruits, farm product. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There isn’t the completely and safe room on earth to store the crops because thieves may approach and moth may destroy and therefore it’s better to store them in heaven (See v.33).

2) The belly of the poor, the families of widows and the mouths of orphans who cry piteously for food are the everlasting barn. 

Luke. 12:18 “So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.”


YLT: “and he said, This I will do, I will take down my storehouses, and greater ones I will build, and I will gather together there all my products and my good things,”

Literal Meaning: please note that this rich man only cares about “I…I…I…” and “my…my…my…” (See v.17-19). He is the one who is “self”-centered, relies on “his own property” and focus on “his own happiness”.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Building greater” is the worldly way and it is also the main reason for individuals and companies to declare the bankruptcy. It is the spiritual way to entrust the wealth to the Lord to handle. 

2) Believers should know that the property is not “mine” but that the property is instructed to us by God to mange. We are not the possessors of the property but the managers. 

Luke. 12:19 “And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.’”


YLT: “and I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast many good things laid up for many years, be resting, eat, drink, be merry.”

Meaning of Words: “soul”: the life of soul (psuche); “take your ease”: take rest, refresh.  


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) This rich man thinks that his “soul” could be nourished by “eating and drinking”. He does not know that “eating and drinking” could only nourish his “body” and sometimes it even corrupts the “soul”. 

2) Worldly goods are all vanities and they cannot be treated as the reliance of one’s life. Our hope is in God (See Ps. 39:5-7). 

Luke. 12:20 “But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?'”


YLT: “`And God said to him, Unthinking one! this night thy soul they shall require from thee, and what things thou didst prepare to whom shall they be?”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is all together foolish to operate and plan for the worldly and material things (v.17-19) and want to take deeply root on the earth for long------no matter they are the worldly things and the things of “the church”. 

2) “Fool” is the one who attends to trifles and neglects the essentials------he only prepares for the external things and does not prepare for the internal things------his own soul.

3) “Then whose will those things be which you have provided?” We should also ask ourselves that if we meet the Lord today or the Lord comes today, will all that we have done on earth be unto the Lord? Or shall they be fallen into the hand of the devil? 

Luke. 12:21 “‘So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.’”


YLT: “so [is] he who is treasuring up to himself, and is not rich toward God.’”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) From this verse we could know that treasure could not make us rich toward God. Men’s value toward God is truly measured according to what he “is” instead of what he “possesses”. 

2) Those who only take forethought for the flesh are not rich toward God. Those who know how to take forethought for the soul of his own and others are rich toward God. 

3) Those who are rich toward God are those who are rich in faith (See James. 2:5). 

Luke. 12:22 “Then He said to His disciples, ‘Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put on.”


YLT: “And he said unto his disciples, `Because of this, to you I say, Be not anxious for your life, what ye may eat; nor for the body, what ye may put on;”

Meaning of Words: “life”: the life of soul (psuche); “worry about”: distract. ”


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since God has given us life, He will care about the needs of life and since He has created bodies for us, He will care about the needs of our bodies. In Him we live and move and have our being (See Acts. 17:24-28).

2) It is a sin that believers worry about food and drink and clothing because worry shows that they do not trust in God’s care. 

3) On one hand the Lord asks us to pray for our daily bread (See 11:3); on the other, He asks us not to worry about food and clothing. Prayer is the manifestation of belief. If one asks, he should trusts that He will assuredly give him. Worry is the expression of unbelief.

4) Do not worry about food and clothing. This does not ask us to sit idly and wait for God’s provision. The faith of Christians does not encourage us to be lazy (See 2Thess. 3:10-12). Believers should do what they deserve to do diligently for the needs of living and then put their future in the hand of God. 
Luke. 12:23 “Life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.”


YLT: “the life is more than the nourishment, and the body than the clothing.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is a great crisis in Christians’ life that they regard food and clothing as the first importance of living and they even neglect their meaning of living on the earth. 

2) None of us lives to himself and we live to the Lord (Rom. 14:7-8). We should not forget that we live with the aim of serving the Lord. 

3) As long as we truly take the responsibility as the servants of the Lord, the Lord will assuredly take the responsibility as our Lord and He will provide us the needs of living. 

4) Believers should not let their body become the lord of their life. The body is not the lord but the servant. 
Luke. 12:24 “Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds?”


YLT: “`Consider the ravens, that they sow not, nor reap, to which there is no barn nor storehouse, and God doth nourish them; how much better are ye than the fowls?” 

Controversial Clarification: here the Lord did not meant that we should not labor for life (See Gen. 3:17). He did not tell us that we should not work to make a living. If a man does not like to work, neither let him eat (2Thess. 3:10). The Lord meant that our provision lies in the hand of God and therefore we should live by trusting in God instead of ourselves.


Spiritual Meaning: “the birds of the air” symbolizes heavenly life with faith.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A life by faith keeps aloof like birds of the air that they neither run for themselves (“they neither sow”) nor save for themselves (“nor reap”).

2) A life by faith is that we have nothing except “God”------He is the lord who “feeds” me. 

Luke. 12:25 “And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?”


YLT: “and who of you, being anxious, is able to add to his age one cubit?”

Meaning of Words: “worry”: be anxious about, take thought.

Literal Meaning: Our length of life and stature are decided by God and men’s worry won’t change God’s arrangements. Our worry is unhelpful and therefore there is no need to worry in vain. 

Enlightenment in the Word: we neither increase the fleshly life by worrying nor enlarge and improve the spiritual life by artificial ways. All lie in God’s sovereignty and mercy. 

Luke. 12:26 “If you then are not able to do the least, why are you anxious for the rest?”


YLT: “If, then, ye are not able for the least why for the rest are ye anxious?”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is no need to worry about things that we are able to do. Worrying about things that we are unable to do is useless. The most useless thing in the world is worrying. 

2) “Worry” is unbelief towards God. God wants us to be carful about nothing (Pill. 4:6). 

Luke. 12:27 “Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.”


YLT: “`Consider the lilies, how do they grow? they labour not, nor do they spin, and I say to you, not even Solomon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these;”

The Background: “even Solomon in all his glory” The days of Solomon were the most prosperous period in the history of Israel. At that time the kingdom was the strongest, the territory was the vastest and the enjoyment was the most luxurious (See. 1Kings. 4:20-28).


Spiritual Meaning: “lilies” symbolizes a life by faith that is under the care of God and without any artificial work (S. of Sol 2:1-2).

What Solomon “was arrayed” symbolizes the best artificial one; “like one of these” symbolizes what is made by God’s hand. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) A life by faith is pure as lilies of the field, without any artificial work (“they neither toil”) or decoration (“nor spin”), but only resting in the care of God.

2) The birds of the air and lilies of the field both testify the principle of God’s grace------receiving freely instead of gaining by labor.

3) Any man-made achievement cannot compare with anything that grows up in life.

Luke. 12:28 “If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?”


YLT: “and if the herbage in the field, that to-day is, and to-morrow into an oven is cast, God doth so clothe, how much more you ye of little faith?”

The Background: “the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven” Men in the Middle East usually burned grasses to heat oven of clay. 
Literal Meaning: God so clothes the grass of the field that is of no use. Therefore God will assuredly care about us according to our use before God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our life by faith should rest in “today” that is arranged by God. 

2) Men are the center of God’s creatures. All things exist for the provisions to men. If believers know our status in God’s heart, we will not worry about their living. 

3) Having faith towards God will save us from many useless worries. If someone does have faith (or has little faith) towards God, how miserable his life will be! 

Luke. 12:29 “‘And do not seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious mind.”


YLT: “`And ye seek not what ye may eat, or what ye may drink, and be not in suspense,”

Meaning of Words: “an anxious mind”: be of doubtful mind, be anxious. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Once believers worry about food and drink and clothing, he loses his use. Those who are full of worries cannot be used by God and cannot partake in God’s work. 

2) Believers have to do their duties of life and should not worry about life. 

Luke. 12:30 “For all these things the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that you need these things.”


YLT: “for all these things do the nations of the world seek after, and your Father hath known that ye have need of these things;”

Literal Meaning: “For all these things the nations of the world seek after” “the nations of the world”: the world who neither knows God nor believes in the Lord. What believers seek after should be different from what common people seek after. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world does not know God and therefore they worry about life. We could cast all our care upon Him (1Pet. 5:7). 
2) God is the Father of believers. He is the fountainhead of every good gift and every perfect gift and He surely will give us what we need (James.1:17). 

3) God will give us what we “need” and He is unwilling to give us what we “seek after” (what we love and hope for).

Luke. 12:31 “But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.”


YLT: “but, seek ye the reign of God, and all these things shall be added to you.”
Literal Meaning: Here it is “seeking” in life instead of “asking” in prayer. We should live a life with an attitude of seeking the kingdom of God------let God reign us in our life (“the kingdom of God”). 

“All these things shall be added to you” As long as citizens of the kingdom of God seek the kingdom of God, they will gain the kingdom of God and additionally, their daily necessities. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The kingdom of God” is God’s authority. Seeking the kingdom of God is seeking to obey God’s authority. 

2) Believers’ life should be controlled by God (live in the reality of the kingdom of God). In this way, men will see the kingdom of God from us. 

3) It is meaningless to have a zero first and other numbers simply added to it. You must firstly have an effective number for other numbers to follow. You have to seek first the kingdom of God and then He will add food and clothing to you.

4) Those who seek the kingdom of God are the richest in the world.

5) God minds the needs of those who mind the things of God. 

Luke. 12:32 “‘Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”


YLT: “`Fear not, little flock, because your Father did delight to give you the reign;”

Literal Meaning: “little flock” It shows that true believers are a small minority of the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Little flock” The “little” shows that the assembly on earth is always lowly, hidden and despised by men. The “flock” shows that the assembly is corporate and inseparable and it is the body of commune. 

2) “For it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It tells us that as long as we seek the kingdom of God with our hearts, God will assuredly make us live in the reality of the kingdom of God and enjoy the authority and power of the kingdom of God so as to overcome the power of darkness. Therefore nothing could make us “fear”. 

Luke. 12:33 “Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroys.”


YLT: “sell your goods, and give alms, make to yourselves bags that become not old, a treasure unfailing in the heavens, where thief doth not come near, nor moth destroy;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Giving the treasure to the poor, especially the poor saints, is to provide oneself treasure in the heavens (Matt. 19:21; Rom. 15:26; 2Cor. 9:9).

2) When believers lay up treasure in the heavens, they actually open a bank account in the heavens. And when we are in need, we could withdraw what we need from God. It is possible for the banks on earth to go bankrupt, however, the bank in the heavens is reliable forever.  

3) Every cent that we spend for the Lord today has the everlasting value. 

4) The treasure on earth has one feature that it could be stolen and destroyed and therefore it is unworthy for us to spend too much effort, energy and time on it and we should not fully rely on it. 
Luke. 12:34 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”


YLT: “for where your treasure is, there also your heart will be.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Men’s hearts are related to the treasure. If we want to convey our hearts into heaven, we have to lay up our treasure in heaven at first. Treasure goes into heaven first and hearts follow the treasure.

2) What mostly attracts one’s heart is treasure. If we only lay up our treasure on earth, our hearts will only mind things on earth. On the contrary, if we lay our treasure in heaven, our hearts will be attracted every day and mind things in heaven.

3) The kingdom of God is in the midst of you (See 17:21). The throne of God should be in our hearts. We should not let treasure replace the status of God in our hearts.

4) We may quickly know where one’s treasure is by his conversation. If one’s treasure is in heaven, he will talk about things in heaven very soon. If one’s treasure is on the earth, soon he will talk at length about mineral, speculating business, stocks, interest rate and etc.

Luke. 12:35 “‘Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning;”


YLT: “`Let your loins be girded, and the lamps burning,”

The Background: “let your waist be girded” Men in the land of the Middle East often wear loose, long and wavering clothes. When they work, they have to “let their waist be girded” so that they would move freely. 


Spiritual Meaning: “let your waist be girded” It symbolizes that one is ready to receive the commands to move at all times. 

  “You lamps burning” It symbolizes that one keeps the testimony of life (See Matt. 25:1). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the generation of darkness, believers bear the witness of Christ (“lamps burning”) as lights in the world, holding forth the word of life (Pill. 2:15-16). And then they would walk out of the world step by step in order to meet the coming Christ. 

2) Believers are the light of the world. We should let “our lamps” “burning” constantly so as to glorify God the Father (See Matt. 5:15-16).

Luke. 12:36 “and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately.”


YLT: “and ye like to men waiting for their lord, when he shall return out of the wedding feasts, that he having come and knocked, immediately they may open to him.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers’ “mission” is to wait for our Lord. Preparing to meet the second coming of the Lord is the essential attitude that we should have in our life.  

2) Only those who watch and “wait” for the master could hear the voice of the Lord’s knocking and then could immediately open the door for Him (See Rev. 3:20). 

Luke. 12:37 “Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them.”


YLT: “`Happy those servants, whom the lord, having come, shall find watching; verily I say to you, that he will gird himself, and will cause them to recline (at meat), and having come near, will minister to them;”

Meaning of Words: “come”: come aside; “serve”: minister, provide, supply, take care of. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord not only ministers us in this life but also ministers us in future. He ministers us from His death on the cross forth and for evermore. 

2) The Lord had ministered us on the cross with His life (See Mark. 10:45). In this life, the Lord serves us in the Holy Spirit (John. 16:7) and in future the Lord will serve us by “Himself”. 

3) We not only owed the Lord for one time and have been freely given grace. We owe the Lord forever and we are those who enjoy grace forever. 

Luke. 12:38 “And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants.”


YLT: “and if he may come in the second watch, and in the third watch he may come, and may find [it] so, happy are those servants.”

The Background: at that time the Romans had divided the night into four watches and the Jews three watches (See Judg. 7:19). According to the Roman chronometry, the first watch was from six o’clock to nine o’clock in the evening; the second watch was from nine o’clock to the midnight; the third watch was from midnight to three o’clock early in the morning; the fourth watch was from three o’clock to six o’clock early in the morning. However, according to the Jewish chronometry, the first watch was from nine o’clock to the midnight; the second watch was from the midnight to three o’clock in the morning; the third watch was from three o’clock in the morning to six o’clock. 

Literal Meaning: “if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch” It indicates late at night or early in the morning when men sleep soundly. 

Luke. 12:39 “But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.”


YLT: “`And this know, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief doth come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken through;”

Meaning of Words: “know”: be aware of, feel (the first “know” in this verse indicates the objective knowledge and the second “know” indicates the inner subjective knowledge). 


Literal Meaning: “if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come.” The thief has two features: a) he comes when men are careless; b) he specially steals things that are precious. 


Spiritual Meaning: “the master of the house” typifies believers; “the house” indicates our spirits, souls and bodies, i.e. our behaviors and work; “the thief” typifies the Lord Jesus who comes suddenly just like the thief; “his house to be broken into” typifies to prove everything after we have been saved. 

  The Lord’s second coming happens unpredictably and He will take believers who are spiritually mature. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Jessie Penn-Lewis said, “Christians should watch from the first day of their Christian life”. We should be watchful of the enemy, the world and ourselves. 

2) To the Jews, rapture is the sign of the end of the age; to believers who are left, the days of suffering hardship come to them. 

Luke. 12:40 “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’”


YLT: “and ye, then, become ye ready, because at the hour ye think not, the Son of Man doth come.’”

Literal Meaning: “therefore you also be ready.” This verse follows closely after v.39 and therefore “be ready” means to watch and guard against the thief. 

  “The Son of Man is coming” “The Son of Man” is the Lord’s title in the kingdom (See Matt.19:28; John. 5:27-29), and He reigns as a man. 


Enlightenment in the Word: we must make us “be ready” and hope to grow up and be mature in the Lord and we should also “watch” and live piously in the Lord. 

Luke. 12:41 “Then Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all people?’”


YLT: “And Peter said to him, `Sir, unto us this simile dost thou speak, or also unto all?’”

Literal Meaning: Peter asked the Lord that to whom the Lord said this parable of watching, however, the Lord’s answer implied that “the faithful and wise steward” (v.42) was “the master of the house” (v.39). It shows that the parable is said to those who admit that they are God’s stewards, i.e. believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word: we should never read the Bible for others and we should read the Bible for ourselves. The Lord’s word only takes effort in those who apply the word in themselves. 
Luke. 12:42 “And the Lord said, ‘Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season?”


YLT: “And the Lord said, `Who, then, is the faithful and prudent steward whom the lord shall set over his household, to give in season the wheat measure?”

Literal Meaning: “who then is that faithful and wise steward” “Faithful” is towards the Lord, i.e. living up to what the Lord has entrusted one; “wise” is towards brothers, i.e. knowing what others are in need of. 

  “Whom his master will make ruler over his household.” This sentence shows that the source of service is the Lord and it is not of the “individual” or “corporate” sending. 

  “Ruler” does not mean to lord over but to look after (See 1Pet. 5:2-3); “household” indicates believers (See Eph. 2:19). The identity of believers before God is the household of God on one hand and on the other His servants. We should not think that only the so-called “pastors and preachers” who serve the Lord full-time are the Lord’s servants. 

  “Give them their portion of food in due season.” Every believer, no matter he is great or not, has a duty in the house of God (the church)------sharing spiritual provision with saints who are around him according to God’s season, for example: praying for weak members, sharing with others the enlightenment that he has received, visitation and concern with love and etc. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Faithful” means that one does not discount the Lord’s words and we shall do as the Lord has said; “wise” means that one cares about the need of men and supplies men what they need. 

2) It is unfaithful that believers hold their own opinions as right; it is not wise that believers do not care about others’ need and give all that they have to others randomly. 


3) Our trouble is that: someone may be faithful and unwise; someone may be unfaithful and wise; someone may be unfaithful and unwise and all these conditions make us be unable to perform our duties. 

4) “Giving their portion of food” is to provide God’s words and things to others so that they would receive the nourishment of life. 
5) Someone “gives others their portion of food” according to his mood and joy, however, the Lord’s word demands us to “give others their portion of food in due season”------do not let others go hungry and give their potion of food with persistence. 
Luke. 12:43 “Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.”


YLT: “Happy that servant, whom his lord, having come, shall find doing so;”

Literal Meaning: “when he comes” indicates the time when the Lord Jesus comes for the second time. 

  “Blessed is that servant” The “blessing” is not the blessing of this life but the reward of the kingdom. 

Luke. 12:44 “Truly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all that he has.”


YLT: “truly I say to you, that over all his goods he will set him.”

Literal Meaning: “he will make him ruler over all that he has.” It means to gain the authority over cities in the reality of the kingdom (See 19:17-19). 


Enlightenment in the Word: if believers cannot “rule one’s household” today (See v.42), it is impossible to “rule all that he has” in future; today what the Lord has entrusted us is only for us to practice and exercise and make preparations for gaining more commissions in future.  
Luke. 12:45 “But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,' and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk,”


YLT: “`And if that servant may say in his heart, My lord doth delay to come, and may begin to beat the men-servants and the maid-servants, to eat also, and to drink, and to be drunken;”

Literal Meaning: “if that servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming.'” “That servant” does not indicate the one who has not been saved because he confesses that the Lord Jesus is “my master” “in his heart”.

  “And begins to beat the male and female servants” “Male and female servants” indicate brothers and sisters who are fellow-servants. Believers are fellow-partakers in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus (See Rev. 1:9). “Begins to beat” may not indicate beating with hands. All that we make Saints feel sad, hurt and be offended with words and attitudes could be counted as “beating”. 

  “And to eat and drink and be drunk” “Be drunk” indicates to be greedy of the present world and be libertine and unrestrained (See Eph. 5:15-18). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The reason why the servant is evil is that he thinks that the Lord must “be delaying His coming”; he who does not have the right knowledge of the Lord’s second coming may become an evil servant. 

2) He who does not believe that the Lord comes quickly is the evil servant; some evil servants say that the Lord must come quickly with their mouths, however, in their hearts they think that the Lord must be “delaying His coming”. 

3) We should have the attitude and wish for the quick coming of the Lord and therefore we should always pray, “come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev. 22:20).

4) We should never tread or hurt brothers and sisters who are our fellow-workers. 

5) If we do not set forth the Lord’s second coming before our eyes, we may easily loosen ourselves and on one hand we may owe believers and make them feel hurt by words and attitudes and on the other we may associate with those who are of the world and the flesh and seek the pleasures of sins. 

Luke. 12:46 “the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.”


YLT: “the lord of that servant will come in a day in which he doth not look for [him], and in an hour that he doth not know, and will cut him off, and his portion with the unfaithful he will appoint.”

Literal Meaning: “appoint him his portion with the unbelievers” “portion” means to have the same share. 

Luke. 12:47 “And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.”


YLT: “`And that servant, who having known his lord’s will, and not having prepared, nor having gone according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes,”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is required by the Lord from us, that firstly we should “know His will” and secondly we should “do according to His will”. One does after he has known it. Since one has known it, he has to do according to it. 

2) Many people read and research the Bible and hear others’ preachment in order to satisfy their curiosity and hunger for knowledge. However, they are unwilling to do according to it and this kind of people “shall be beaten with many stripes”. 

Luke. 12:48 “But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.”


YLT: “and he who, not having known, and having done things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few; and to every one to whom much was given, much shall be required from him; and to whom they did commit much, more abundantly they will ask of him.” 

Meaning of Words: “commit”: entrust, deposit. 


Literal Meaning: “but he who did not know…shall be beaten with few.” Please note: it is not that he who did not know “shall not be beaten” but that he who did not know “shall be beaten with few”. Believers should never avoid pursuing the knowledge of truth for these two verses because our aim is to gain the reward instead of “being beaten”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord rewards and punishments according to His requirements towards each one instead of one’s comparison with the other. One may be better than the other, however, he may not receive the Lord’s reward. Probably, one committed fewer things that deserve strips than the other, however, he may not be beaten with few. 

2) Men consider the outward behaviors and the Lord values the inner faithfulness. 

3) The principle of the Lord’s demand on believers: He gives men first and then He asks from men. To whom much is given, from him much will be required and vice versa. 

Luke. 12:49 “‘I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!”


YLT: “`Fire I came to cast to the earth, and what will I if already it was kindled?”

Literal Meaning: “I came to send fire on the earth” “fire” has two meanings: 1) judgment (See 3:17) and “send fire on the earth” indicates God’s judgment towards sins, the world and the flesh; 2) being fervent in spirit (See Rom. 12:11; Acts. 18:25) and “send fire on the earth” indicates to make men be fervent in God, gospel and truth. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If all the negative things in us have not been purified by fire today, they will be burnt by fire in future (See 1Cor. 3:13). 

2) How urgent the Lord is that He wishes us to be fervent in spirit! We should never be Christians who are neither cold nor hot (See Rev. 3:15-16)! We should pray the Lord to stir up us (2Tim. 1:6).

Luke. 12:50 “But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished!”


YLT: “but I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I pressed till it may be completed!”

Meaning of Words: “distressed”: constrain, compress, be compelled. 


Spiritual Meaning: “I have a baptism to be baptized with” “baptism” indicates the suffering of the cross. 

  “And how distressed I am” When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He was constrained by the flesh. He has to remove the shackles of the flesh by the death on the cross so as to release His divine life, bring forth much fruits (John. 12:24) and reach the aim of reproduction. 

Luke. 12:51 “Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division.”


YLT: “`Think ye that peace I came to give in the earth? no, I say to you, but rather division;”

Meaning of Words: “peace”: reconciliation; “division”: disunion. 


Spiritual Meaning: “but rather division” Christ’s salvation makes believers have the Holy Spirit in themselves and be born from above and have the life of God and consequently on one hand, there is the internal struggle (within oneself) (Gal. 5:17), on the other, there is the external struggle (with others). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ’s coming certainly breaks off the earthly and interpersonal relations. If the relation has not been broken off, it proves that work of the Lord’s grace is not enough. 

2) The reason why men are unable to live in peace with each other because God and men are unable to live in peace with each other. If men have not been reconciled with God, men are unable to be reconciled with men.

3) The Lord came into the world to replace men’s natural life with the life of God. 

Luke. 12:52 “For from now on five in one house will be divided: three against two, and two against three.”


YLT: “for there shall be henceforth five in one house divided three against two, and two against three;” 

Literal Meaning: it is usual that in one house some people believe in the Lord and the others are against the Lord and consequently the division and conflict comes into being. 

Luke. 12:53 “Father will be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.’”


YLT: “a father shall be divided against a son, and a son against a father, a mother against a daughter, and a daughter against a mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.’”

Literal Meaning: the Lord here did not mean that believers should not love their parents and family members. He meant that the Lord is among us, our parents and family members, if the relation between one part and the Lord is wrong, there will be problem among them. However, if the whole family magnifies the Lord, the family life of believers is much happier than that of the world.

  The verse means that who mostly hinder one from loving the Lord whole-heartedly is usually the one in his household.  


Spiritual Meaning: parents are the root of children’s natural life and therefore setting a man “against” his parents is cutting off the root of men’s natural life. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When living in the world, it is impossible for one to live in peace with one who opposes the Lord, otherwise there will be something wrong between him and the Lord. 

2) Those who follow the Lord firmly will not be understood by his own household. Because the power of darkness behind unbelievers is against the heavenly king and it makes that earthly men hate heavenly men. 

3) The Lord came to gain men’s highest place in their hearts. Originally men’s highest place in their hearts is their parents and mother-in-law. But the Lord came and men have to give the highest place to Him. In order to serve the Lord, the interpersonal relations should be regarded as secondary. 

4) Men could not love both the Lord and his family members. If believers love the Lord, their family members who are unbelievers will be jealousy and jealous makes hatred. Family members hate the Lord first and then they treat us as enemies.  

5) Those who truly serve the Lord will assuredly be despised by men with who they used to have intimate relations------“his own household”. 

Luke. 12:54 “Then He also said to the multitudes, ‘Whenever you see a cloud rising out of the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming'; and so it is.”


YLT: “And he said also to the multitudes, `When ye may see the cloud rising from the west, immediately ye say, A shower doth come, and it is so;” 

The Background: the Mediterranean Sea is in the west of the land of Palestine. The clouds from the sea would bring moisture and probably it will rain. 

Luke. 12:55 “And when you see the south wind blow, you say, ‘There will be hot weather'; and there is.”


YLT: “and when a south wind blowing, ye say, that there will be heat, and it is;”

The Background: Arabian Desert is in the south of the land of Palestine and therefore “the south wind” indicates the hot wind from the wild desert. 


Enlightenment in the Word: in the spiritual way, sometimes it is sunny------it is full of the Lord’s presence and blessings and everything goes smoothly; sometimes there is “a shower” and the “hot” “south wind”------the adverse circumstances. Anyway, we should always hold on Christ. 

Luke. 12:56 “Hypocrites! You can discern the face of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you do not discern this time?”


YLT: “hypocrites! the face of the earth and of the heaven ye have known to make proof of, but this time how do ye not make proof of [it]?”

Meaning of Words: “discern”: test, approve; “face”: appearance, countenance.  


Literal Meaning: “the face of the sky and of the earth” indicates the weather and the climate. 

  “Do not discern this time?” It indicates that they do not discern the signs of this time: a) John the Baptist had already come and declared men the coming of the Messiah (See 3:15-17); b) the Lord Jesus Himself declared that He is the Messiah (See 4:17-19). These are the signs of this time, however, men were still obstinate and impervious. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Today the unbelievers are able to see the phenomena of the universe, however, they could not see God who creates the heaven and the earth (See Acts. 17:23-24). 

2) Today though the liberal Christians read the Bible, they cannot find Christ in the Bible (See John. 5:39-40).

3) Natural men only know to discern the natural signs (“the face of the sky and of the earth”) and couldn’t discern the spiritual signs (“discern this time”) because they do not have the spiritual sights (See 1Cor. 2:10-15). 

Luke. 12:57 “‘Yes, and why, even of yourselves, do you not judge what is right?”


YLT: “`And why, also, of yourselves, judge ye not what is righteous?”

Meaning of Words: “judge”: condemn, conclude; “right”: just, meet, righteous. 

Luke. 12:58 “When you go with your adversary to the magistrate, make every effort along the way to settle with him, lest he drag you to the judge, the judge deliver you to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison.”


YLT: “for, as thou art going away with thy opponent to the ruler, in the way give diligence to be released from him, lest he may drag thee unto the judge, and the judge may deliver thee to the officer, and the officer may cast thee into prison;”

Literal Meaning: there is “for” in the original in the beginning of this verse, showing that this verse is the continuance of verse 57, in other words, this verse is the basis by which they judge whether it is right. 


Spiritual Meaning: “with your adversary” “Adversary” on one hand indicates those whom we offend and on the other indicates the Law (See John. 5:45).

  “Along the way” indicates the time we live in the world to run on the race into the heaven. 

  “Lest he drag you to the judge” “the judge” indicates Christ (See John. 5:22; Acts. 17:31).

  “The judge deliver you to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.” “Officer”: angels. “Prison”: the place where believers are punished in future.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What accuses the Jews is the Law and what accuses those who do not have the Law is the consciousness (See Rom. 2:12-15). Anyway, we will hand over the accounts before the judgment-seat of Christ one day (Matt. 25:31-32).

2) The door of “salvation” is not open forever and the door of “reconciliation” is not either. We have to remove every rancor towards “the adversary” while we are alive. 

3) “When you go with your adversary...along the way” “Adversary” indicates the brother who has something against us (See Matt. 5:23). It shows that if anyone of the two parties passes away, it will be too late for them to be reconciled. Therefore, we should be reconciled to others as soon as possible. We should never procrastinate.  

4) Confession and reconciliation among brothers have nothing to do with salvation but has something to do with the reward in future. 

Luke. 12:59 “I tell you, you shall not depart from there till you have paid the very last mite.’”


YLT: “I say to thee, thou mayest not come forth thence till even the last mite thou mayest give back.’”

The Background: at that time, the Roman and Greek coins were in common use in the land of Palestine. “The very last mite” indicates one lepton (the Greek currency system) which is equivalent to half a kodrantes (the Roman currency system). One mite is equivalent to one fourth of a copper coin (See v.6). 


Literal Meaning: This verse shows what the citizens of the kingdom of heaven owe to others will be paid off. Ever if it is a small thing that we owe to others, it must be paid off clearly. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All that we owe to others must be paid off sooner or later. If we do not pay off them on the way, we have to pay off them in the prison. Therefore the earlier we pay off what we owe to others, the better it will be to us. 



2) No matter how much we owe to others, we do owe to others. And all that we owe to others must be paid off. 

3) Believers should deal with all things that owe to the glory of God while they are alive, lest they shall be punished by God. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

How to Speak and Walk before Men

I. Do not be hypocritical (v.1-3).

II. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do (v.4-5).

III. Trust and rely on God’s care (v.6-7).

IV. Confess the Lord before men (v.8-9).

V. Do not blaspheme the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say (v.10-12).

How to Treat Treasure and Living 

I. Do not be covetous, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses (v.13-15).

II. Do not be the one who lay up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God (v.16-21). 

III. Do not worry about food and clothing and one should seek the kingdom of God (v.22-32). 

IV. Lay up treasure in the heaven (v.33-34).

A “Foolish” Man

I. He seeks the abundance of the things he possesses and does not care about his life (v.13-15).

II. He only wants to store crops and goods in his heart (v.16-18): 

  A. He does not know to store in money bags which do not grow old (v.33a).

  B. He lays up the treasure in places where thief approaches and moth destroys (v.33b).

III. He thinks that he could make his soul take ease and be merry by goods (v.19).

IV. He is a foolish man in the eyes of God: 

  A. Because he could not make full use of the goods that he possesses------what shall I do (v.17)?

  B. Because he will not use what he stores------this night your soul will be required of you (v.20).

  C. Because what he stores is useless before God------he is not rich towards God (v.21).

The Attitude and Knowledge of Those Who Serve the Lord 

I. Watch and wait for the second coming of the Lord (v.35-40).

II. Be the faithful and wise steward (v.41-44).

III. Do not be the wicked servant who beats the male and female servants (v.45-48).

IV. Know that he may be opposed by his closest family members if he serves the Lord (v.49-53).

V. Discern this time (v.54-57).

VI. When you go with your adversary, make every effort along the way to settle with him (v.58-59). 

── Caleb Huang《Christian Digest Bible Commentary Series》
   Translated by Sharon Ren

