《Commentary on the Book of John (Vol.1)》
Introduction to the Book of John
I. Writer



The Gospel of John is the fourth book among the four gospels. In this book, there is no record of the author’s name, but only a brief mention at the end of the whole book. (21:24) “The disciple” is “the disciple whom Jesus loved” and is also the disciple who “leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, ‘Lord, who is the one who betrays You?’”(21:20) The ecclesiastical tradition and most Bible scholars believed that the disciple who leaned on the Lord’s breast was the apostle John.

The content of this book can prove the authorship of Apostle John:



1) The author of this book must be a Jew:




a) Who had a deep-rooted Messianic conception (1:21; 4:25; 6:14; 7:40; 10:34).




b) Who knew well about the thoughts of the Jews (4:9-27; 7:15, 35, 49; 9:2).




c) Who knew well about the Jewish customs and ceremonies. (2:1-10; 7:37-38; 18:28).




d) Who knew well about the Old Testament (2:17; 3:14; 7:22; 10:34 etc.).



2) The author of this book must be a native of Palestine:




a) Who was very familiar with the environment of Jerusalem and the Holy Temple (2:14-16; 5:2; 8:20; 9:7 10:22; 18:1; 19:13,17,20,41 ).




b) Who was very familiar with the geography of Palestine(1:28; 2:1,11; 4:4,6; 11:18,54; 21:1,2).



3) The author of this book must be an eyewitness:




a) Who had personally seen the things he described (1:14; 19:35; 21:24).

b) Who gave elaborate description of many places, characters, times and actions (4:46; 5:14; 6:59; 12:3,21; 13:1; 14:5,8; 18:6; 19:31).




c) (Especially he is the one) who pointed out the exact times of the events happened, e.g.: “the seventh hour” (4:52), “the third” (2:1), “two days” (11:6), “six days” (12:1).



4) The author of this book must be an apostle:




a) Who were deeply acquainted with the thoughts of the disciples (2:11, 17; 4:27; 6:19 etc.)    




b) Who were deeply acquainted with the secret talks of the disciples (4:33; 16:17; 20:25; 21:3-5).                    




c) Who were deeply acquainted with the secret whereabouts of the disciples (11:54; 18:2; 20:19).




d) Who were deeply acquainted with the faults of the disciples (2:21-22; 11:13;  12:16).




e) Who were deeply acquainted with the thoughts of the Lord (2:24; 4:1; 6:60-61; 6:19).



5) The author of this book is the apostle John whom Jesus loved:




a) The three apostles the Lord loved most were Peter, James and John (cf: 17:1; 26:37 ;Mark9:2; Luke9:28).




b) It is plainly indicated in the book that Peter was not “the disciple” (21:20), and James was an early martyr (see Acts12:2). Therefore the author can be none other than John.




c) While the book accurately mentioned the names of other disciples, it intentionally ignored the name of Apostle John, and used “the disciple”, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” and “the son of Zebedee” (see13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:2,7 etc. ). Although the author tried to conceal his name in this book, it is still not difficult to find the deliberately hidden name----Apostle John, if the readers search the book carefully.



Besides the foregoing internal proofs, there’re also some external proofs which prove John’s authorship of this gospel:



1. It was unanimously acknowledged among the ancient churches, especially the seven churches in Asia Minor (see Revelation 1:4, 11) that the author of this gospel was the disciple whom Jesus loved. In his old age, Apostle John had been working in Asia Minor, so the churches there were familiar with John. No one among them raised any objection that somebody else pretended to be Apostle John to write this book when it was circulated among them.Polycarp (the elder of the church in Smyrna, and the disciple of Apostle John) often in his letters quoted from “the first Epistle of John” and “the Gospel of John”.



2. Papias (the elder of the church in Hierapolis, and a fellow-workman of Apostle John in John’s old age) often cited from “the first Epistle of John”, which was truly the further development of “the Gospel of John”. They both agree in the tone, the literary style and the outline.



3. Valentinus (another fellow-workman of Apostle John in his old age) admitted the validity of all the books in the New Testament, among which his favorite one was the gospel written by John. 



4. Irenaeus, a godfather in the history of the church, was the first one to point out the authorship of John. He said “John, the disciple of the Lord, was the disciple who leaned on his breast”, and again, “To refer to the true source of all things, John the disciple of the Lord said ‘in the beginning was the Word…”

The points above-mentioned are only a few among the many external proofs, and yet are sufficient to verify John’s authorship of this book.

II. The Apostle John



The apostle John was the son of Zebedee (Matthew10:2), the brother of James. His mother Salome (Matthew 27:56; cf: Mark15:40; 16:1), one of the sisters who followed and served Jesus from Galilee (Matthew 27:55), was possibly the sister of the Lord. John and his brother James were therefore possibly the Lord’s cousins(Matthew 27:56; cf: John19:25). No wonder that the two brothers asked their mother to seek favor in the face of the Lord, so that they could sit in His kingdom, one on His right hand and one on His left (Matthew 20:20-21).



Probably, John was born in a wealthy family: his father, possessing boats and hired servants (Mark1:20), was a great fisherman. And John also knew the high priest (18:15). Apart from his house in Galilee, it appears that he had another house in Jerusalem (19:27).



Originally, he was the disciple of John the Baptist. When John the Baptist testified to his disciples: “Behold, the Lamb of God”, two of the disciples followed Jesus and abode with him. One of them is Andrew, and the other unnamed is Apostle John (1:35-40), for he had never mentioned his own name in the gospel written by himself.



It seems that he had been called by the Lord more than once. In the first time, the Lord said to them: “Come and see.”(1:39) But after following the Lord for a time, he returned to his fishing business. Later, the Lord called him the second time by the Sea of Galilee and he left his father, partners and the boat, thus becoming a fisher of man (Matthew4:18-22). Still later on, the Lord called him out of the disciples to be one of the twelve apostles (Luke 6:13-14).



Of the twelve disciples, there were three who were especially intimate with the Lord----Peter, James and John (Luke 8:51; 9:28; Mark 14:33). Of these three, John was the one nearest to the Lord. John had leaned on the breast of Jesus (13:25); he was the one whom Jesus loved(13:23); he was the only disciple witnessing the Lord’s suffering below the cross(19:26); and he was the one who was entrusted by the Lord with the responsibility to take home the Lord’s mother (19:27). 



John and his brother were called Boanerges, which is, the son of the thunder (Mark3:17). It was therefore imaginable that John was an irritable man. When he saw someone casting out demons in the Lord’s name, who did not follow together with them, John was provoked to jealousy for the Lord and forbade his work (Luke 9:49). When the people in Samaria refused to receive the Lord, John and James asked the Lord to permit them to replay the story of Elijah----to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them (Luke 9:54). However, his disposition as son of thunder was melted by Lord’s love and gradually became an apostle of love (or “an apostle who specialized in preaching love”).



After the Lord’s ascension, he left and dwelt in Jerusalem. Knowing that the Lord had given Peter the key of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 16:18-19), John held his proper position and assisted Peter to build the churches under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He cooperated with Peter closely: they prayed with one accord in that upper room; they stood up on the Day of Pentecost to announce the gospel, they healed the born lame at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful and testified the Lord’s resurrection to the people. They were both put in custody by the rulers afterwards, and both preached Jesus of Nazareth before them, and they had been fellow-workers in Samaria (Acts1:13-14; 2:14; 3:1-4:22; 8:14).



Before the fall of Jerusalem, Apostle John had moved westward to minister the Lord in the churches in Asia Minor (Paul was martyred in that days.). He abode in Ephesus, from which he was exiled, in the reign of the Roman despot Domitian, to the island of Patmos----a desolate island in the Aegean Sea----where he saw the vision of the Lord of the glory and wrote the book of Revelation.

John lived a long life of almost 100 years on earth. It was then spread among the disciples that John would not die, but John himself clarified the rumor (21:23). We knew from his disciple Polycrates that Apostle John was martyred for his Lord in his old age.

III. The Time and Location the Book was Wrote



John wrote this book around 85-90 AD, when the first three gospels had already circulated throughout all the assemblies. It is said by the godfathers in the early church history that John in his old age shepherded assemblies at Ephesus in Asia Minor. The assumption that the book was accomplished at the end of the first century is quiet rational. Many scholars agreed with Irenaeus, Clement and Jerome, that this gospel was completed later than the other three gospels for John seemed to have made some supplement of the Synoptic Gospels. As to why the destruction of Jerusalem was not mentioned in this book, it was possibly because the book was finished 15-20 years after the event, when the repercussion of the city’s destruction had already fainted.



Irenaeus mentioned in his book that when John died, Trajan was the Roman Caesar (He was enthroned in 98 AD.), so the Gospel of John should have been completed not long before his reign. The use of the words “the Jews” in this book also supports that this gospel was accomplished later. For in later period, the enmity of the Jews towards the faith of Christ had intensified and they even began to persecute Christians.

IV. The Background and the Recipients



Owing to the urgent need of the assemblies, Apostle John started to write the fourth gospel in his old age. The disciples of his times had either been martyred for the Lord, or slept in the Lord. John was the only one remained. Earlier on, heresies had already emerged in assemblies (see Colossian 2:8), but they hadn’t gone so far to threaten the testimony of the assemblies. But till the last years of the first century, the churches were confronted with external persecution from the government of Rome and internal damages from the heresies (see 1John 4:1-3), particularly from those who doubted the Lord’s divinity (1John 2:18-27; 5:20; 2John: 7-11). From John’s epistles, we can easily perceive the chaos in that age. Someone held that Jesus was only a man but not God; some held that Jesus was a common person, and turned to be a vessel of God after his baptism when the Holy Spirit descended upon him; and some held that one can not obtain the eternal life by believing into Jesus for he was a creature, etc. Therefore, overseers of many local assemblies then asked John to write a gospel after the other three gospels to testify the divinity and works of the Lord Jesus. John alone, as the only remaining apostle who had ever seen the Lord and His works and heard the Lord’s truth personally (21:24; 1John1:1-4), could bear the witness.  



To sum up, the recipients of this book are mainly churches effected by heresies, and the book was written to strengthen their faith in Jesus Christ.

V. Features of Literature Style



Of the four gospels, the first three ones are roughly similar in respect of the synopsis, the arrangement of the content, as well as the views about the life of the Lord Jesus, so the Bible scholars called them “the Synoptic Gospels”. The Book of John, however, was distinct from the other three gospels in time, environment and the urgency of its mission. Therefore, it has originality of its own in the arrangement of the materials, the content and the literature style.



Although this gospel is unsophisticated in form and simple in wording, the houghts therein are deep, lofty, direct and powerful, touching the depth of spiritual mystery and stirring the bottom of one’s heart. With only a small part of its material overlapped with other gospels, this book employs a great deal of new substance. In the selection of material, the author chose them purposefully instead of taking everything in.

Ⅵ. General Description 
    The author clearly stated the main purpose of this book: But these are written, that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name(20:31). This book is intended to convince us that Christ is the mysterious Son of God who came down from heaven and is in heaven. He exists from the very beginning, and He is God himself. As long as we believe into his name, we will obtain the divine life which carries all the fullness of Godhead. Believers can receive from his fullness, and grace for grace, unto the fullness ultimately. 

VI. Special Points 


There are many special points in this book and stated below are the major ones:



1) The book starts from “the beginning” in the past eternity and points out that the Lord (the Word) exists before His creation, abiding with God, and He is God. Note that the book omits the Lord’s birth, His genealogy and His being tempted by Satan, denoting that Christ Jesus is God. 



2) The book, from chapter two to eleven, depicts the person and works of Christ Jesus from various aspects, employing seven signs to form the main structure with adequate teachings inserted in each sign. Note that the word “miracles” in this book does not mean wonders or works of power in Greek, but means “signs” instead. This indicates that the signs enumerated in this book have special significance, from which we can know about the being and works of Christ Jesus.



3) It is also called the Gospel of Testimony, for it contains the seven great testimonies: (1) the testimony of the Father (5:34,37; 8:18); (2) the testimony of the Son Himself (8:14; 18:37); (3) the testimony of Son’s work (5:36; 10:25) (4) the testimony of the Holy Spirit (15:26;16:14); (5) the testimony of the Holy Bible (5:39-46); (6) the testimony of the forerunner (1:7,29-34; 3:27-30; 5:35); (7) the testimony of the disciples (15:27; 19:35; 21:24).



4) This book especially emphasized the relation of Christ Jesus to God the Father; as the Son of God, He came to do the will of the Father who sent Him (4:34; 5:19, 30; 6:38).



5) This book includes the seven well-known sentences beginning with “I am”: ‘I am the bread of life.’ (6:35, 41, 48, 51); ‘I am the light of the world.’ (8:12); ‘I am the door of the sheep.’ (10:7); ‘I am the good shepherd.’ (10:11); ‘I am the resurrection, and the life’ (11:25 in Greek); ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life’ (14:6); ‘I am the true vine’ (15:1). All these “I am”s above reveal that Christ is God Himself coming to meet every need of men.



6) “Believe” is a vital word in this book. One can only receive and experience Christ as his all by believing. “Believing” means none other than “receiving Him (1:12)”; To believe into Jesus means to eat His flesh, and to drink His blood (6:53), that is, to receive the accomplished redemption by the Lord Jesus. By believing, people receive Christ into their heart and are united to Christ.



7) In what way can we “believe into” Christ? In none other way than His manifestation of “grace and truth” among us (1:14-17). Grace is Christ becoming one’s enjoyment, and truth is Christ becoming one’s reality.



8) To receive grace and truth is to receive life, light and love. These three words starting with “L” are three important words. The more one enjoys Christ, the richer he will become in life, light and love. And these three will grow together.

VII. Its Relations with Other Books in the Bible


The Gospel of John, like other three gospels, depicts Jesus Christ. But the four books depict Him from different aspects: the Lord in the Book of Matthew is presented as the king, in Mark as the bondman, in Luke as the son of man and in John as the Son of God. The four living creatures in chapter four of the Revelation resemble the four aspects of the Lord in the four gospels. In Matthew the Lord is like a lion, in Mark a calf----firstly sowing and then being sacafised as an offering on the alter, in Luke a man, and in John an eagle. (see Exodus 19:4; Deuteronomy 32:11).



The Book of Matthew regards Jesus as the “Branch of righteousness to grow up to David” (Jeremiah 33:15), coming to be king on earth, so he was called the son of Abraham (the Father of nations) and the Son of David (the first king of Israel) (Matthew 1:1). A king must have his genealogy on account of his royal pedigree (Matthew1:1-17). The Book of Mark presents Jesus as “my servant the BRANCH” (Zechariah 3:8), Jehovah’s “righteous servant” (Isaiah 53:11), “but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.” (Philippians2:7-8); A bondman’s birth is too insignificant to be recorded, so there is no mention of the genealogy of Jesus. The Book of Luke shows us that Jesus is the son of man (a perfect man), so it traces back to Adam (Luke 3:23-38), the patriarch of mankind. The Book of John refers to Jesus as the Son of God (the perfect God), who has neither beginning of days nor end of life. Therefore, John dates back to the beginning (John 1:1)----the eternity without beginning.



Note that the Gospel of Matthew ends in the Lord’s resurrection, Mark in His ascension, Luke in the promise of the descent of the Holy Spirit and John in His second coming.

VIII. Key Verses  



And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. (1:14)

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (3:16)



I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. (10:10)



But these are written, that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. (20:31)

IX. Key Words



“the Father” (118times), “believe” (100times), “the world” (78times), “love” (45times), “testimony” (47times), “life” (37times), “light” (24times).

X. Outlines of the Book


1. Preface: the word----the Son of God----became flesh (1:1-18)


2. The manifestation of the Son of God----His ministry in the first year(1:19-4:54)



3. The rejection against the Son of God---- His ministry in the second and third years (5:1-11:57)



4. The anointing and the triumphal entry of the Son of God into Jerusalem (12:1-22)



5. The final teaching in public of the Son of God (12:23-50)



6. The final exhortation to the disciples of the Son of God (13:1-16:33)



7. The prayer of the Son of God before His departure (17:1-26)



8. The suffering, death and burial of the Son of God (18:1-19:42) 



9. The resurrection and manifestation of the Son of God (20:1-21:25)

John Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter
I.【the Son of God the Savior------Introduction of the Word】

A. Relations of the Word with God (1-2)

B. Relations of the Word with all things (3)

C. Relations of the Word with men (4-5)

D. Relations of the Word with the forerunner John the Baptist (6-8)

E. Relations of the Word with the world as well as with the Israelites (9-11)

F. Relations of the Word with believers (12-18)

A. II.【the Testimony of the Son of God the Savior】 
B. the Testimony of John the Baptist :

1. John admitted he was not the Christ (19-25)

2. Christ is more noble----John was not worthy to unloose His scandal (26-28)

3. Christ is the Lamb of God----He takes away the sin of the world (29-31) 

4. Christ is the Son of God (32-34)

5. Christ is the Lamb of God----He walks (35-39)

C. the Testimony of Andrew---- Christ is the Lamb of God the Messiah (40-42)

D. the Testimony of Philip---- Christ is the one who was the Old Testament          pointed to (43-45)

E. the Testimony of Nathanael---- Christ is the Son of God and the King of Israel (46-50)
F. the Testimony of the Lord Himself---- Christ is the ladder from heaven connecting God and men (51)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
YLT: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God;” 

Meaning of Words: “In the beginning”: the original; “Word”: utterance, language (employed to express one’s thoughts, conceptions and wisdom; “with”: accompany in, toward, before, face to face)


Literal Meaning: “In the beginning was the Word”, the same phrase “in the beginning” is used both in Genesis (1:1) and John (1:1), but the two occurrences carry different meanings; In Genesis, it means the beginning of God’s creation, i.e. the beginning of time; In John, it indicates the past eternity before the beginning of time---- He is the self-existing one.

“Was”, the past imperfect tense, means the continuous existence not limited by time. In other words, “the Word” will exist endlessly for ever.

“The Word (logos)”: “utterance” or “speech” is different from “the transient word (rhema)” we normally use, but means “the abiding word”. Words, voice of one’s mind, are the expression of one’s heart and mind. The “Word” here explains, manifests and represents the being of God (see v.18).

Jesus Christ, “the Word”, existing before the foundation of the world, is the explanation and manifestation of God. He is the one who declares God (see v. 18). The expression “the Word was with God” has at least the following four meanings: (1) It means “the Word”, like God, is a person. (2) It means that “the Word” and God are in the same position without differences as to the degree of excellence. (3) It means that “the Word” and God exist simultaneously. (4) It means that “the Word” and God are face to face, enjoy mutual communion and conceal no secrets toward each other. 

Jesus Christ, existing with God the Father, is equal with God (Phil. 2:6) and has entire knowledge of God’s mind. 

“And the Word was God” shows that the Word and God are one and inseparable. It suggests that God is plural in persons, but one in Godhead.

“Was” indicates that the divinity of “the Word” is inherent instead of later developed.

Observe that the word “God” without article in this verse emphasizes the nature of the noun “God”. The “Word” alone does not compose the whole substance of God, but is entirely identical with God in essence. The “Word” is part of the divine Trinity.

Jesus Christ and God the Father are one (see 10:30). He is God. 
Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We must trace back to the very beginning when we try to understand a certain matter.

2) Words are the manifestation and expression of one’s own. A man appears to be mysterious when he keeps silent. Christ, the Word of God, declares and manifests the mysterious God.

3) In the past, God and men were separated without any communion. But now the coming of Christ means the coming of God. When the Word came, God came together, and it was God Himself who came to men.

John. 1:2 “He was in the beginning with God.”
YLT: “This one was in the beginning with God;”

The Background: A prevailing heresy at the end of the first century held that Jesus Christ was a common person instead of God, but later became God at a certain time. 

Literal Meaning: “He (emphatic in the original)” implies and emphasizes that He is such a one as described in the first verse.

Verse two is not only a repetition of the first verse but also a confirmation of verse one, pointing out that Jesus Christ was God in the past eternity without beginning and was not suddenly transformed from human to God.

Enlightenment in the Word:



The divinity of Christ is everlasting and absolute. From everlasting to everlasting, He was with God, and He was God. No wonder that there is no mention of the genealogy of Jesus in the Gospel of John, for He is “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life (Heb 7:3).”
John. 1:3 “All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.”

YLT: “All things through him did happen, and without him happened not even one thing that hath happened.”
Meaning of Words: “All things”: the whole, the worlds; “made”: became; “was made”: began to exist


Literal Meaning: “All things were made through Him” means ““All things through Him existed” in the original, implying that He “calls those things which do not exist as though they did (Rom 4:17)”.

“And without Him nothing was made that was made” denotes that all creation created by Him was good originally with each one of it being positive and acceptable. But many filthy and disgraceful conditions at present stem from the fall of men and the destruction of sin thereafter.

This verse states clearly that Jesus Christ is not a created one by God. On the contrary, God created all things by Him (see Col1:16-17; Heb1:2). Without Him, there is no creation.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The creation comes into being through “the Word”, without whom there will be nothing existing. That is to say, nothing will exist without Him.
2) God created by the Word instead of by labor. For he spoke, and it was done (see Gen1). It is unnecessary to labor in the new creation. When the words of God ---- Christ---- comes upon men, the old creation is exchanged by the new creation, and that which was not comes into being.

3) The God that we believe is a God who calls the things that be not as being (Rom 4:1, 7 in the original). As long as we receive the words of God through faith, though having nothing at first, we will possess all things; though being poor and weak at first, we will become rich and strong.

4) In this verse, it mentions the creation before life (see v.4), showing us that the creation came into being for the purpose of life, for there should be vessels to receive the life. God creates the heavens for the earth, creates the earth for men, and creates the man that has a spirit within to be filled with God’s divine life.

5) Cullman said: The first revelation that God gives to men is the revelation of His creation.

John. 1:4 “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.”
YLT: “In him was life, and the life was the light of men.”

Literal Meaning: “In Him was life”, “life” here does not mean the natural life of man, but the life of God, which is typified by the tree of life in Genesis chapter two (see Gen 2:9).

 “And the life was the light of men”: the life of God in men will touch the inner part of them, so that they can understand the way of God. This is the enlightenment of life.

This verse testifies that Jesus Christ is the origin of both life and light (see Ps. 36:9).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) In Him (i.e. the Word) was life. Life is the content of the Word, and the Word is the manifestation of life. We can only understand the life in the revelation of God.

2) In Him was life---- He is life (see 11:25; 14:6), so He has come that people may receive life (see 10:10).

3) The Lord Jesus creates all things (see v.3), but the life of God still remains in Himself instead of entering into all things. His life, however, came into us who receive the Lord as our Savior. Hallelujah! We possess a most valuable treasure that all creation has not---- the eternal life of God.

4) The natural life of men is not true life. The true life is divine life, and that is Christ Himself. Before we received Christ, we had but a transient life. In a sense, there was no life in us before we were saved.

5) Life in Christ is everlasting, changeless and abiding. All the human beings need this divine and uncreated life, namely, life in Christ. This life is for men, and men are the receivers of this life.

6) Once the life of God comes into us, it will become “the light of men”. In this light, we perceive the great glory, honor, majesty and riches of the Lord Jesus on the one hand, and see the filth, lowness, insignificance and destitution of us on the other.

7) God, who “gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did”, has two great works: (1) the creation (2) the life. Both the two works are in Christ, and through Christ. Oh! God has none work outside Christ.

8) Light shines out of life. One should obtain life first, and light will follow. No life, no light. If we want to seek the light we should obtain the life and be filled with the life.

9) When we received Christ, He came into us with the divine life. Instantly, we felt the enlightenment upon out heart, and this was the light of life enlightening us inside.

10) The principle of God’s work is always that “there was light (cf: Gen1:3)”. To be men’s life, Christ must firstly be men’s light.

11) The natural light is for the need of the old creation (see Gen 1:3-5, 14-18); and the light of life is for the need of the new creation. It is in light only that we can see the works of God.

12) Without life and light, everything is waste and void; without Christ, our life is vain, dark and deadening.

John. 1:5 “And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” 
YLT: “And the light in the darkness did shine, and the darkness did not perceive it.”


Meaning of Words: “comprehend”: possess, seize, obtain, overtake, apprehend;


Literal Meaning: “And the light shines in the darkness,”---- “shines”: light shines continually. Light shines in darkness to reveal the evil and vileness of people in the darkness.

“And the darkness did not comprehend it.”---- “darkness” is the opposite side of “light”. Since light refers to Christ, darkness should refer to the power against Christ, as well as the men and systems under the power.

“Comprehend” has two meanings in this verse: “to deal with through mind” or “to conquer by force”, which indicates that the darkness can neither apprehend the light nor conquer the light. 

This verse can be regarded as the summary of the Gospel of John. The further development of this book focuses on the conflict between the light (Jesus Christ) and the darkness (the king of the world).

Spiritual Meaning: Light typifies kindness, life, joy and salvation while darkness typifies evil, death, sorrow and perdition.


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The darkness cannot overcome the light, when the light enlightens us in our heart. Moreover light can disperse darkness.



2) Light has the ability to disperse darkness, but it is possible to be rejected (not be received) by men. If we fell into the darkness, it proved our false attitude towards the light.

3) If we want to be enlightened, we should: (1) keep awake in His life rather than indulging our spirit in sleeping (see Eph 5:14). (2) turn to the Lord and the veil shall be taken away (see 2Cor 3:16-18).
John. 1: 6 “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.” 
YLT: “There came a man -- having been sent from God -- whose name John,”


Meaning of Words: “send”: send out; execute a mission, as an authorized delegate;


Literal Meaning: “There was a man” refers to a man who appeared in the historical stage.

“Sent from God”, “sent” refers to the messengers sent by others with special missions.

“Whose name was John.”---- This book has never mentioned the name of the Apostle John, so the mere name John is an evident reference to John the Baptist. In other three books John is called John the Baptist in order to differentiate from the Apostle John.
John. 1: 7 “This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light that all through him might believe.” 

YLT: “This one came for testimony, that he might testify about the Light, that all might believe through him;”

Meaning of Words: “witness”: evidence, testimony;


Literal Meaning: “that all through him might believe”, “through him” means “for the sake of John”. John is the very first one who witnessed to others that Jesus is the Light. Therefore, in broad sense s, all the believers in the New Testament should believe into the Lord Jesus in the guidance of John the Baptist.

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) Whoever has been sent from God (v.6) must “bear witness of the Light”, and of the Light only. It means that:

       a) There is only one testimony of God---- His Son, the Christ.


       b) To judge whether someone is really from God, we need to see whether he bears witness of Christ only.



2) John the Baptist instructed others to turn their eyes onto Christ rather than drawing their attention to himself. Faithful servants of Lord always lead men to fix their eyes on Christ.

John. 1: 8 “He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.”

YLT: “That one was not the Light, but -- that he might testify about the Light.”


Meaning of Words: John, only a burning and shining light (see5:35), pointed out the light of the world (see 9:5), but John himself is not that light.


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) John was only a witness of the light, but men at that time was falsely regarded that John is that light. Today it is still a crisis that many people mistake the witnesses of the Christ for the Christ Himself.



2) Admittedly, ministers of God should be counted worthy of double honor by believers (see 1Tim5:17), but it is still necessary to take heed of keeping one’s own position, for fear of following the same disastrous way of Satan---- exalting himself above all and esteeming him to be equal with God.

John. 1: 9 “That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.”

 YLT: “He was the true Light, which doth enlighten every man, coming to the world;”

Literal Translation: He was the true Light, which does enlighten every man, coming to the world.

Meaning of Words: “true”: truthful (opposite to “false”); “light”: illuminate, enlighten, bring to light; the world: kosmos (in the original)


Literal Meaning: “gives light to every man coming into the world”, “the world”: originally means the earth inhabited by human beings, but John often employed this word to refer to the people who had fallen away from God and lived in the power of the Devil (see 7:7; 15:18-19; 17:14). “Gives light to every man” means to illuminate all things, for God makes His sun rise on evil and good (Matt 5:45).

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) It clearly can be seen that there are true light and false light. There is truth, and there must be falsehood in the world. In the assemblies, there’re true Christians, true words and true prophets as well as false Christians, false words (heresies) and false prophets. So believers should discern the above-mentioned conditions.



2) The light illuminates all the people, from which some profit, but some do not, for they react differently to the light (see 8:12).

John. 1: 10 “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”

YLT: “In the world he was, and the world through him was made, and the world did not know him:”


Meaning of Words: “know”: not only rational knowledge, but also in the right relationship with others


Literal Meaning: “the world did not know Him.”---- “the world” has the distinct meaning in John’s epistles, i.e. the disordered and corrupted world. “Did not know” means indistinguishable and ignorant. The god of this world has so blinded the minds of men that they can not know the Christ (see 2Cor4:4).

Enlightenment in the Word:


1) Men in the world have but a vague knowledge of the true God. They feel God in the darkness only by imagination, lacking absolute assurance, thus mistaking false gods for true God (see Acts17:22-24; Rom1:21-25).



2) Christians should know the Christ, but many believers have only superficial knowledge about the Lord.

John. 1: 11 “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” 

 YLT: “To his own things he came, and his own people did not receive him;”


Meaning of Words: “His own (the second one)”: pertaining to self, one's own, private;


Literal Meaning: “His own (the first one)”, a neuter noun in the original, means “one’s own house”. In broad senses, it refers to the whole world. In narrow senses, it refers to the land of Judea (Palestine).

    “His own (the second one)” is a masculine noun in the original. In broad senses, it means people in the whole world. In narrow senses, it means the Jews (God’s elect).

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) It is reasonable that Christianity and Christian both belong to the sphere of “His own”. But some “organized Christianities” and “nominal Christians” do not receive Christ. What a sorrow!



2) The Lord Jesus was put in a manger after His birth, because there was no room for Him in the inn (see Luke2:7). Is there any room for Him in the hearts of His believers today?

3) Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head (Matt 8:20). The world rejected and did not leave Him any room, but we believers should receive Him and leave Him ample room in our hearts (see Eph 3:17).

John. 1: 12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:”

 YLT: “But as many as did receive him to them he gave authority to become sons of God -- to those believing in his name,”


Meaning of Words: “gave”


Literal Meaning: “But as many as received and believed in His name”---- “believe into” in this verse means receive. “His name” represents Himself (see Amos 5:8, 27; Is. 48:9; Ps. 113:1; John15:21; 17:26; Acts 4:12), so “to believe in His name” means to receive Jesus Christ.

    “To them He gave the right”---- “right” refers to the special grace which is reliable and dependable

“To become children of God”: to take part in the life and disposition of God. We are not children of God by nature. Only by receiving Christ, we can obtain the right of children of God.

John. 1: 13 “Who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

 YLT: “Who -- not of blood nor of a will of flesh, nor of a will of man but -- of God were begotten.”


Meaning of Words: “of”: out of; 


Literal Meaning: “not of blood”: “blood”: the physical body (see 3:6)

“Of the will of the flesh”: “the will of the flesh” means the corrupted will in one’s natural life.

“Of the will of man”: “the will of man” means the good will in one’s natural life. Some Bible exegetes believe that “the will of man” means help from men (Gal1:11-12).


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) Christians’ life is entirely spiritual, and is absolutely independent of one’s flesh and natural life.



2) One cannot enter into brightness and goodness through his natural capability, intelligence or competence, unless he has been reborn of God.

3) “Not born of blood”, one cannot be saved through the relationship by consanguinity. We should not say that one must be a natural-born Christian if his parents are Christians.

4) “Not born of the will of the flesh”, one cannot be saved through the will of the flesh. Although confession is needed for one to be saved, confession without real repentance and believing cannot save him.

5) “Not born of the will of the men”, one cannot be saved with the help of the ministers only. Although that we heard the gospel is a kind of help from others, we could not be truly saved without the enlightenment of the Holy Ghost.

John. 1: 14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

YLT: “And the Word became flesh, and did tabernacle among us, and we beheld his glory, glory as of an only begotten of a father, full of grace and truth.”


Meaning of Words: “dwelt”: tent, reside; “truth”: reality, verity; “beheld”: to look closely at, see, perceive; “glory”: something is worthy of honor and praise.


The Background: The Gnostics at that time held that the divine God can never be united with evil flesh which is part of the evil substance. According to the doctrines of Gnostics, Docetists denied that Jesus Christ came in flesh (see: 1John 4:2)

Literal Meaning: “the Word became flesh”---- the words of God became the flesh, i.e. God is closed in the life and disposition of man. “The Word” was once abstract, intangible, invisible and untouchable, but now becomes concrete, tangible, visible and touchable in flesh. This is the explanation of that “God has been manifested in flesh (1Tim 3:16)”.

Christ became flesh in likeness of flesh of sin (see Rom 8:3), but had not the character of sin (see 2Cor 5:21).

“Dwelt among us”: “dwelt” means “tent” in the original. As the tent of God, Christ is the dwelling of God on earth. Where he was, there God would be. Christ----the Word became flesh----brings God to men, so His name is “Emmanuel”, which means, God with us (see Matt 1:23). 
“Full of grace and truth”: “grace” means to obtain graciousness and gift freely without any cost; “truth” does not mean illusory imagination, but a kind of concrete and real knowledge. “Grace” refers particularly to that God becomes our enjoyment in Christ; and “truth” refers particularly to that God becomes our practical experience in Christ. For in him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col 2:9), and when we obtain Christ we obtain all what He is and what He did.

One will find more than sufficient enjoyment and experience of God in Christ. If someone failed to enjoy or experience God, it was not ascribable to Christ, but to himself.

In the Book of John, “grace” is presented by “love”, especially in the actions of the Lord Jesus; and “truth” is particularly presented by the words of the Lord Jesus.

“And we beheld His glory”---- it refers to the transfiguration of Christ on the Mount (see Matt 17:1-2, 5; Luke 9:32; 2Pet 1:16-18). “Glory” is used to describe and presence of God (see Ex 24:16; 40:34-35).

“The glory as of the only begotten of the Father”: the word “para” in the original has not been translated in “the only begotten of the Father”. “Para” means “of” and “with”, so there are two meanings of “the only begotten of the Father”: (1) the only begotten Son is out of the Father. (2) He is always with the Father.


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The Lord Jesus came on earth to abide with us, and brought us full of grace and truth. We needn’t seek any other grace and truth, for the Lord Himself is grace and truth, and was bestowed to us abundantly.



2) The description of Christ---- the only begotten of the Father: (His being---- “the Word became flesh”); (2) the content----“full of grace and truth”; (3) the manifestation----“glory”

3) Christ revealed God not by arguments or teachings, but by making Himself our enjoyment and everything, thus leading us to appreciate the fullness of God.

4) God is not a God of teachings, reasoning, customs, laws or gifts, but a God who can be enjoyed. God becomes our enjoyment in Christ.

5) Grace is not to give anything physical or spiritual, but is that God Himself becomes our enjoyment in Christ. Therefore, the more we enjoy Christ, the more we experience His grace.

6) Grace is none other than Christ Himself. He is of the most excellence, and all things besides Him are counted to be filth (Phil 3:8).

7) Christ is truth (see 14:6). Once we obtain Him, we obtain the truth. All things without Christ are vanities (Eccl 1:2). Only Christ is the reality (truth) and verity.

8) If someone feels vanity, he has definitely not been filled with Christ inside. A life full of Christ is a fullest and truest life. 

John. 1: 15 “John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, "He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me."'”

 YLT: “John doth testify concerning him, and hath cried, saying, `This was he of whom I said, He who after me is coming, hath come before me, for he was before me;'”


Meaning of Words: “preferred before”: in front of; “before (the second one)”: first (of all), foremost 


Literal Meaning: “John bore witness of Him”---- “bore witness” is a legislative term.

“He who comes after me”---- Jesus was manifested before men after John the Baptist.

“Is preferred before me, for He was before me”---- “before” concerns both time and position. Here John the Baptist admitted that Jesus existed from everlasting in respect of time, and that He is exceedingly honorable and incomparable in respect of position.  
John. 1: 16 “And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.”

 YLT: “And out of his fullness did we all receive, and grace over-against grace;”


Meaning of Words: “of”: out of; “fullness”: what is put in to fill up, what is filled; “for”: instead, contrast (denoting accumulation and superposition)


Literal Meaning: “we have all received”: the word “we” indicates all the Christians, including those who have not seen Jesus in the body.

“And grace for grace”: does not mean “grace rewarding grace”, but “grace adding to grace”, i.e. “there is abundant grace to meet our every need (2Cor 12:9)”.


Enlightenment in the Word: 



1) This verse shows the abundant fullness of Jesus. We can not receive from Him only once, but also enjoy the inexhaustible grace of “grace for grace”.  



2) The more grace of Christ we enjoy, the more the boundless fullness of His grace we will find. No one can enjoy all the grace of Christ completely.

3) The extent that we enjoy the fullness of Christ’s grace depends on our spiritual capacities. If we have immeasurable capacities, God will give us immeasurable grace, so we should supplicate God to enlarge our capacities. 

4) Every blessing to us will become the basis of another greater blessing. Every grace that men obtain and enjoy will be more enriched again to us.

5) We should not be granted favor in vain, but give thanks to God (see Luke 17:17-18). One who gives more thanks to God will obtain more grace, i.e. “grace for grace”.

John. 1: 17 “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”

YLT: “For the law through Moses was given, the grace and the truth through Jesus Christ did come;”


Meaning of Words: “was given”: was bestowed; “came”: became, fulfilled, came to pass, and befell


Literal Meaning: “the law was given through Moses”---- God bestowed “the law” to men through Moses on the Mount of Sinai (see Ex 24:12). “The law” functions as the testimony of God’s righteousness, and sets standard for men according to the being of God.

“But grace and truth came through Jesus Christ”---- “grace and truth”, the provision and revelation of God to us, enable us to enjoy and experience God, thus meeting the demands of God. Only through believing into Jesus Christ, we could obtain grace and truth.

In this verse, we can see three contrasts listed below: (1) the law versus grace and truth; (2) Moses versus Christ; (3) through Moses (which is given, the medium is separable) versus through Jesus Christ (which come from the source, inseparable from the source)


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The law, given for a certain purpose of God, can be separated with Moses who put forth the law. Both grace and truth are in Christ and hence inseparable.



2) With Jesus Christ, there are grace and truth; without Jesus Christ, there are none grace and truth

       3) The law only witnesses the being of God (see Ex 25:21), but grace and truth witness the full provision of God.

       4) None of us can take part in God though the law, but grace and truth enable us to enjoy God.

       5) Grace and truth are inseparable. If grace is over emphasized, one may run to an extreme; if truth is over emphasized, one may fall into drought.   

John. 1: 18 “No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.”

 YLT: “God no one hath ever seen; the only begotten Son, who is on the bosom of the Father -- he did declare.”


Meaning of Words: “declare”: explain, tell, and rehearse


Literal Meaning: “No one has seen God at any time.”---- (1) No one has seen the essence of God with his physical eyes. (2) No one has ever known God truly.

“The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father”---- “in the bosom of the Father” is “into the bosom of the Father” in the original. “Bosom”, a Hebrew idiom, expresses the intimate relations of men. It indicated that the Son is the closest one to the Father and has an exceedingly honorable position.

“He has declared Him”---- the only begotten Son has declared God through the Word, life, light, grace and truth. The Word is the manifestation of God; life is the gift of God, light is the enlightenment of God; grace is God coming to be enjoyed by men; and truth is God being substantiated to be known by men. From the five aspects, God is thoroughly manifested in His Son. 


Enlightenment in the Word:


1) “The bosom of the Father” speaks that Christ is the most beloved of the Father. “The only begotten Son” testifies that only the Son can inherit all things of the Father. Whoever unites to the Lord will obtain the right and become the children of God (see v.12). Besides, he shall become the beloved of the Father with the Lord Jesus together and inherit all the fullness of the Father.



2) We should know God through Jesus Christ. The more that we experience the Lord, the clearer we will know God. 

John. 1: 19 “Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"”

 YLT: “And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent out of Jerusalem priests and Levites, that they might question him, `Who art thou?'”


Literal Meaning: the use of the word “the Jews” appears more than seventy times (5 times in Matthew, 6 times in Mark and 5 times in Luke) in the Book of John, and here is the first time. “The Jews” refers generally to the Jewish nations, but in this book it refers specifically to the Jewish religious leaders who oppose the witnesses of Christ.  
John. 1: 20 “He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ."”

 YLT: “And he confessed and did not deny, and confessed -- `I am not the Christ.'”


Meaning of Words: “confessed”: assented, acknowledge, 

John. 1: 21 “And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No."”

 YLT: “And they questioned him, `What then? Elijah art thou?' and he saith, `I am not.' -- `The prophet art thou?' and he answered, `No.'”


Literal Meaning: “Are you Elijah?”---- the Jews believed that according to the Old Testament Elijah will come again before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD (Mal 4:5). 

“He said, ‘I am not.’”---- John the Baptist denied that he was Elijah, but the Lord Jesus testified that John was Elijah from John’s ministry (see John 17:12-13).

“‘Are you the Prophet?’”---- “the Prophet” with the article indicates the prophet had been known by others and it may also indicate the promised prophet like God in the Book of Deuteronomy (18:15).

John. 1: 22 “Then they said to him, "Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?"”

 YLT: “They said then to him, `Who art thou, that we may give an answer to those sending us? What dost thou say concerning thyself?'”


Literal Meaning: “that we may give an answer to those who sent us”: the manipulators are Pharisees (v.24) who represent the council.

John. 1: 23 “He said: "I am "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Make straight the way of the LORD,"' as the prophet Isaiah said."”

 YLT: “He said, `I a voice of one crying in the wilderness: Make straight the way of the Lord, as said Isaiah the prophet”

Literal Meaning: “as the prophet Isaiah said”: the Scripture here is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (40:3), with only slightly inconsistencies in wording.

“’Make straight the way of the LORD’”---- the mission of John the Baptist is to pave the way for the Lord---- making one’s heart turn to the Lord and paving the way for the Lord who will enter into one’s heart and reign in one’s life. Note that “the way of the LORD” here does not refer to “the paths of righteousness (Ps 23:3)”, in which we will walk after we receive the Lord.


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) Voice often disappears instantly. John the Baptist, the messenger of the Lord, left nothing for himself. We should always bear witness of The Lord instead of ourselves.


2) A ministry of the Lord should do his utmost to bring people into God. He should not focus on his own gain and loss, status, fame and wealth, and should not even attempt to turn others to follow him. 

3) “Crying” shows that the burden in John was so heavy that he could not help crying. The real burden is the prerequisite for us to serve the Lord, and then we should endeavor to pour out the burden within.

4) Our hearts were once crooked and rough, and it should be made straight and brought low. Then the Lord will enter without obstructions.

John. 1: 24 “Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. Or “And those sent were of the Pharisees””

 YLT: “And those sent were of the Pharisees,”


Literal Meaning: there are two different translations of this verse: (1) “Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees.”----The Pharisees were the real manipulators. (2) “And those sent were of the Pharisees”---- The on-the-spot men who asked questions were all Pharisees
John. 1: 25 “And they asked him, saying, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?""

 YLT: “And they questioned him and said to him, `Why, then, dost thou baptize, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?'”


Literal Meaning: “Why then do you baptize?”----It means that “then, you are not qualified to baptize others.”
John. 1: 26 “John answered them, saying, "I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know.”

 YLT: “John answered them, saying, `I baptize with water, but in midst of you he hath stood whom ye have not known, this one it is who is coming after me, who hath been before me,”


Meaning of Words: “know”: see; perceive (not the same “know” in verse 10)


Literal Meaning: John meant: “I do not baptize with water causelessly, for I pave the way for the One (the Messiah) whom you are waiting for. He has already been among you, but unfortunately you do not know Him.
John. 1: 27 “It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose."”

 YLT: “Of whom I am not worthy that I may loose the cord of his sandal.'”


The Background: “whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose”: the Jews put on sandals without uppers when they go out, and take off the sandals when they enter into their houses. One of the works of the lowest bondmen was to loose the sandal straps, take off and carry the sandals for their hosts and the guests, and then pour water into a basin to wash their feet. 


Literal Meaning: “whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose”: John confessed that he was not worthy to be His bondman.

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) John the Baptist is the Lord’s forerunner, whose mission is to preach the baptism of repentance (see 26) and to bring men to know Christ. We should also present men before the Lord in this way.



2) Ministries of the Lord should seek the humble and meek attitude like John the Baptist (“whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose”).

John. 1: 28 “These things were done in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.” 

YLT: “These things came to pass in Bethabara, beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing,”


Literal Meaning: “Bethany, beyond the Jordan”, Bethany here is a place in the eastern part of the Jordan, and is not that Bethany near Jerusalem beside the Mount of Olives (11:18).
John. 1: 29 “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 

 YLT: “On the morrow John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, `Lo, the Lamb of God, who is taking away the sin of the world;”


Meaning of Words: “takes away”: lift up, take away, carry, lift up; 


Literal Meaning: “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! (See Isaiah 53:7-10) ”---- it refers to that Jesus Christ the Passover is sacrificed for us (Ex 12:3) ---- being crucified in the cross and shedding His blood for redemption. 

 Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The Lord Jesus is the Savior of the Jews, and not for the Jews only, but also for the sins of the whole world (1John 2:2).



2) The Israelite offered sacrifices for their sins, but only covered their sins temporarily. However, God prepare us the Lamb now ---- Jesus Christ, who does once for all having offered up himself (see Heb 7:27). Henceforth, our sins have been completely taken away.

John. 1: 30 “This is He of whom I said, "After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.'”

 YLT: “This is he concerning whom I said, After me doth come a man, who hath come before me, because he was before me:”


Please see the commentary of verse 15.

John. 1: 31 “I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water."”


YLT: “And I knew him not, but, that he might be manifested to Israel, because of this I came with the water baptizing”
Meaning of Words: “reveal”: manifestly declare, render apparent;


Literal Meaning: “I did not know Him;”---- John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus were relatives in light of the kindred (see Luke 1:36), so John was most likely to know the Lord. Here John said he did not know Him, indicating that he did not know Jesus was the Messiah (Christ).

“But that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.”---- It tells us that God sent John the Baptist to fulfill two great missions: (1) to preach baptism of repentance for remission of sins (see Mark1:4); (2) to bear witness of the Lord Jesus and reveal Him to Israel. 

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The baptism of John purposed to reveal Christ to men. The baptism of Christians is not a ritual of becoming a member of Christianity, but an access into the spiritual fellowship of Christ. 



2) The real baptism of repentance will open our minds and bring us more knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

John. 1: 32 “And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.”

YLT: “And John testified, saying -- `I have seen the Spirit coming down, as a dove, out of heaven, and it remained on him;”
Meaning of Words: “remain”: stay, endure, abide; “upon”: above;


Spiritual Meaning: “the Spirit like a dove”, “dove”, the typification of the Holy Spirit, typifies the gentleness, meekness and singleness of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God descended upon Jesus, indicating that Jesus was the Christ (which means “the anointed”), who was anointed by the Holy Spirit of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The Lord was baptized by the Holy Spirit before the church, so the spiritual realities of the church are all hid in the head firstly. The fullness of Christ is the source of all the spiritual fullness. 



2) We should supplicate the Lord to pour out the Holy Spirit on us richly
 (Titus3:6), then we will obtain spiritual power to bear good witness of the Lord (Acts 1:8; 2:18-21).

3) A man, full of the Holy Spirit, must be gentle to others like the gentleness of a dove, and single as well as sincere to God.

4) The anointed oil represents the ownership of God (Lev8:12, 30). If we want to be possessed by God, we should have the experience of the resurrection from the dead. 

John. 1: 33 “I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, "Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'”


YLT: “And I did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water, He said to me, On whomsoever thou mayst see the Spirit coming down, and remaining on him, this is he who is baptizing with the Holy Spirit;”
Literal Meaning: there are two different baptisms in this verse: baptism with water and baptism with the Holy Spirit. The former is to baptize with water in regard to those who have repented, through which their corrupted life and dead works in the past are buried. The latter is to baptize with the Holy Spirit in regard to those who have repented and believed into the Lord, though which they receive the divine life of God, partake in the body of Christ (see 1Cor12:13), and obtain power from on high (see Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; 2:2-4).  

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) John the Baptist, a relative of the Lord (see Luke 1:36), must be familiar with the physical appearance of the Lord, but he said: “I did not know Him.” It is thus clear that we should not know Christ according to flesh (see 2Cor 5:16).



2) Actually, John did not know the Lord was “the Son of God” until he saw the Holy Spirit descending upon the Lord (see v.39). Therefore: (1) no one can know Christ without the revelation of the Holy Spirit; (2) the Holy Spirit descent for the purpose of manifesting Christ and glorifying Christ (see 16:14).

3) John the Baptist revealed Christ to the Israel by the baptism with water (see v.31), yet God revealed Christ to John by the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the true meanings and value are to manifest Christ and witness of Christ no matter the baptism or being filled with the Holy Spirit, or even many of spiritual experiences, etc. 

John. 1: 34 “And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God."” 
YLT: “And I have seen, and have testified, that this is the Son of God.'”


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) “Seeing” is a prerequisite for “testifying”. We must have seen in the Holy Spirit and then we can bear witness of the Lord.



2) If we want to testify to the world that we are children of God, we must render the works of the Holy Spirit be manifested in us.

John. 1: 35 “Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.”
 YLT: “On the morrow, again, John was standing, and two of his disciples,” 

Meaning of Words: “Again, the next day”: the third day (see v.29 “the next day”)

John. 1: 36 “And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"”

 YLT: “And having looked on Jesus walking, he saith, `Lo, the Lamb of God;”


Meaning of Words: “Behold”: see (to gaze with an earnest mood)


Enlightenment in the Word:


1) When John the Baptist saw the Lord Jesus the second time, he only said “Behold the Lamb of God!” without mentioning “who takes away the sin of the world” in the first time (v.29). This indicates that one will be increasingly enlightened after he has been saved. When someone saw the Lord for the first time, he thought about the Lord and himself---- the Lord, the Lamb of God, took away his sins. When he beheld the Lord the second time, he saw only the Lord and forgot himself. 



2) If a believer only appreciates the grace of the Lord, he still remains in the primary stage of his spiritual life. But if he draws near to the Lord because of the Lord Himself, he has already progressed.

John. 1: 37 “The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.”

 YLT: “And the two disciples heard him speaking, and they followed Jesus.”


Meaning of Words: “follow”: to be in the same way with; to accompany (specially, as a disciple)

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) Whoever beholds “the Lamb of God (see v.36)”, he cannot help being drawn to follow Him (see Rev 14:4). 



2) To be a disciple of the Lord, one must follow Him. A Christian who only believes but does not follow the Lord can not be called a true disciple of the Lord.

John. 1: 38 “Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi" (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?"”

 YLT: “And Jesus having turned, and having beheld them following, saith to them, `What seek ye?' and they said to them, `Rabbi, (which is, being interpreted, Teacher,) where remainest thou?'” 


Meaning of Words: "Rabbi”: Teacher, my Master;


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The Lord Jesus asked those who followed Him: “What do you seek?” Today, He also asks every follower among us the same question: do you seek the Lord Himself only or something besides Him?



2) The two disciples presented good answers: “where are You staying?”---- They only wanted to abide with the Lord rather than anything else besides the Lord.

John. 1: 39 “He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour).”

YLT: “He saith to them, `Come and see;' they came, and saw where he doth remain, and with him they remained that day and the hour was about the tenth.”  


Literal Meaning: “now it was about the tenth hour”: “the tenth hour”, according to the Jewish measure of time (from 6 a.m.) is 4 p.m.; but in light of the Roman measure of time (from 0 a.m.) is 10 a.m.  
     
The author of this book is a Jew, but the recipients are the Gentiles, so the book may adopt the Roman measure of time. For example, the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross in the third time (see Mark15:25), i.e. 9 a.m., but in this book it recorded that He had not been judged to be crucified when it was about the sixth hour (see 19:14). Therefore, it is thus evident that John used the Roman measure of time at least in chapter 19. 
Enlightenment in the Word: to abide with the Lord and have fellowship with Him personally are the mysteries of knowing that Jesus is the Christ (see 4:42).
John. 1: 40 “One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.” 

 YLT: “Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard from John, and followed him;”


Literal Meaning: “One of the two who followed Him”: one of them is Andrew, and it is generally acknowledged by the Bible scholars that the other unnamed one is the author John.
John. 1: 41 “He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ).”

 YLT: “This one doth first find his own brother Simon, and saith to him, `We have found the Messiah,' (which is, being interpreted, The Anointed,)” 

Literal Meaning: “He first found his own brother Simon,”---- we can understand this verse from at least three aspects: (1) “First”, as an adverb, means he found his brother firstly, and then found others; (2) “First”, as an adjective, means that the first thing he then did was to find his brother; (3) “First”, also regarded as the comparative degree of an adjective, means Andrew found his brother earlier than the other disciple, from which we can infer that the Apostle John also brought his brother James to the Lord Jesus. 
    “We have found the Messiah.”---- “Messiah”, a Hebrew word, is translated in Greek as “the Christ”, which means the anointed one who was commissioned by God to fulfill the determinate counsel of God, i.e. the eternal will of God.

John. 1: 42 “And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone).”

 YLT: “And he brought him unto Jesus: and having looked upon him, Jesus saith, `Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas, thou shalt be called Cephas,' (which is interpreted, A rock.)”  


Meaning of Words: “Cephas”: stone (Syrian); 


Enlightenment in the Word:



1) Andrew brought his brother to the Lord the moment he found the Lord Jesus. Although we knew superficially about the Lord once we believed, it was still possible to bring our families and friends to the Lord.



2) When a believer had truly found the Lord, he would definitely preach the Lord to others, especially their beloved family members.

John. 1: 43 “The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, "Follow Me."”

 YLT: “On the morrow, he willed to go forth to Galilee, and he findeth Philip, and saith to him, `Be following me.'” 


Meaning of Words: “want to”: desire, to be disposed (forward), intend;


Literal Meaning: “The following day” is the fourth day (see v.29, 35).
John. 1: 44 “Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.”
 YLT: “And Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter;”


Meaning of Words: “Philip was from Bethsaida”, “Bethsaida” lies in the north part of the Sea of Galilee, the eastern part of the Jordan.

John. 1: 45 “Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."” 

YLT: “Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith to him, `Him of whom Moses wrote in the Law, and the prophets, we have found, Jesus the son of Joseph, who from Nazareth;'”


Literal Meaning: “Philip found Nathanael”: Philip is often mentioned with Bartholomew together in the first three gospels (Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14), so some Bible exegetes believe that Nathanael is Bartholomew. Bartholomew means “son of Tolmai”

    “Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph”, the expression “the son of Joseph” confirms that Jesus was brought forth by the virgin. Joseph was not the Lord’s father physically, but His father legislatively.
Enlightenment in the Word:



1) To bring others to the Lord individually is an essential duty for believers. Sometimes to talk with others personally is more efficient than to preach before many people.



2) The testimony by Philip to Nathanael shows that: (1) Christ is the center of the whole Old Testament of Bible. (2) Christ is the hope of all the people in the whole Old Testament of Bible

John. 1: 46 “And Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see."”  

 YLT: “And Nathanael said to him, `Out of Nazareth is any good thing able to be?' Philip said to him, `Come and see.'”


Literal Meaning: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”---- It carries a negatively ironic meaning.

Enlightenment in the Word:



1) "Come and see."---- It is the mystery when you preach gospels. When you announce the gospels to others, it is unnecessary to argue with others if you are despised and misunderstood by others. Instead, you can simply show them the facts in Bible and your personal experiences in the Lord Jesus.



2) For those doubt and unfaithful men---- "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” the best way is to bear witness of Christ to them, and to bring them to Christ---- "Come and see." Then, the antiquated ideas break up, and the flesh revelation comes in---- “You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” (v.49)

 John. 1: 47 “Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!"”

 YLT: “Jesus saw Nathanael coming unto him, and he saith concerning him, `Lo, truly an Israelite, in whom guile is not;'”

Meaning of Words: “indeed”: truly, verily; “deceit”: craft, guile
Literal Meaning: 
Enlightenment in the Word:



1) The Lord is the on who searches reins and hearts (Rev 2:23), so He knows my intentions.



2) A righteous heart and guileless intention are accepted to The Lord.

John. 1: 48 “Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."”

 YLT: “Nathanael saith to him, `Whence me dost thou know?' Jesus answered and said to him, `Before Philip's calling thee -- thou being under the fig-tree -- I saw thee.'”


The Background: the Jewish rabbis often sit under the fig trees to rest, meditate, learn and teach the disciples.
Enlightenment in the Word:


1) Remember that even though people do not see us when we are alone, the Lord is still looking upon us.



2) Our Lord attaches great importance to our intentions and actions in private, especially our prayers and fasts in secret (see Matt6:4, 6, and 18).

John. 1: 49 “Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"”

 YLT: “Nathanael answered and saith to him, `Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the king of Israel.'”


Literal Meaning: “You are the King of Israel!”---- It means you are the Messiah.
John. 1: 50 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you, "I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things than these."”

 YLT: “Jesus answered and said to him, `Because I said to thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, thou dost believe; greater things than these thou shalt see;'”


Literal Meaning: “You will see greater things than these.”---- It means you will obtain greater proofs to prove that I am the Son of God.
John. 1: 51 “And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."”

 YLT: “And he saith to him, `Verily, verily, I say to you, henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the messengers of God going up and coming down upon the Son of Man.'”


The Background: Jacob dreamed that he beheld a ladder set up on the earth and the top of it reached to the heavens, and beheld angels of God ascending and descending upon it (see Gen 28:12).

Literal Meaning: “"Most assuredly, I say to you,”---- in the original: I verily (amen), verily (amen) say to you.

“The angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man” indicating that the Son of Man is the ladder in Jacob’s dream. Christ is the only way to the heaven and the Father (John14:6), He is the only mediator of God and men (1Tim 2:5).

“The angels of God”: angels are ministering spirits sent out for service on account of those who shall inherit salvation (Heb1:14). Angels mainly minister to the duty of conveying messages between God and believers so as to keep the fellowship between men and God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

    1) On one hand, the Lord Jesus reached earth---- he lives up to the standard of man and represents man; on the other hand, He reaches the heaven---- he lives up to the standard of God and represents God. Only the Lord Jesus is the perfect God and perfect man. He is both God and man.

    2) God can draw near to men only through the mediator Jesus Christ. Men can come to the Father only through the mediator Jesus Christ as well.

    3) The communication on earth can be interrupted, but the fellowship from the heaven is always easy and smooth.

4) “Ascending” is the first, and “descending” is the second. How could a man draw God’s blessing without prayers to God? We should tell Him our need on earth, the provision of the heaven will descend.

5) Christ Himself initiates the union of the heaven and the earth, and is the focus of the fellowship between God and men. He is truly the core of the earth, God and the men. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons
I. The Surpassing Excellence of the Word
A. From the view of time---- He was “in the beginning” (v.1), before the beginning of time.

  B. From the view of space---- He was “with God” (v.1), beyond the regional extension.

  C. From the view of essence---- He “was God Himself” (v.1).

  D. From the view of content---- He is the “fullness” (v.14)

E. From the view of position---- He is “the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father (v.18)”, and exceedingly honorable.
II. The Names of Christ

  A. The Word (v.1-2, 14)

  B. The true Light (v.5, 9)

  C. The Lamb of God (v.29, 36)  

  D. The Son of God (v.34, 49)

  E. The Christ (v.41)

  F. The King of Israel (v.49)

  G. The Son of Man (v.51)

III. He came to His own

  A. Who is He?

1. He is the Word (v.1).

2. He is God (v.1). 

3. He is the true Light (v.9).

4. He is the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father (v.18).

  B. What does He do?

     1. He came into the world and lightened every man (v.9).

     2. He gave the right to men to be children of God (v.12).

     3. He came and dwelt among us (v.14).

  C. How should we react to Him?

     1. To receive Him, i.e. to believe into his name (v.12).

     2. To receive Him (v.16)

     3. To bear witness of Him (v.15)

IV. Relations of the Word with the Creation

  A. The origin of the creation---- originated from the fellowship of the Trinity (v.2).

  B. The process of the creation:

     1. Through Him (v.3) ---- the Word is the way and means of the creation

     2. Without Him nothing was made (v.3) ---- the Word took part in the creation personally

V. How to obtain life?
  A. The creation and life (v.3-4)

     1. All things are created to be filled with life

     2. Life was not in the creation, but in Him.

  B.
Life and light (v.4)

     1. There was no life in men before, so men were in darkness without light.

     2. When life comes, light comes after.

C. The conflict between light the darkness (v.5-11)

     1. The light shines in darkness, but the people did not apprehend it.

     2. People does not receive the light for they did not comprehend the light

     3. God sent people for witness that all might believe through him.
D. The way to obtain life (v.12-13)

     1. One does not obtain life by blood, or by flesh, or by man’s will.

     2. He should be born of God and obtain the right to be children of God
   3. Only by believing into the Lord’s name and receiving Christ, a man can be born again.

E. The steps of God’s granting us His life (v.14-18)

   1. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, thus declaring God.

   2. Jesus Christ is full of grace and truth.

   3. Grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ, so men should receive grace and truth through Him.

VI. The exemplification of John the Baptist

  A. He was sent by God (v.6).

  B. His commission was to bear witness of the light (v.7-8).

  C. He did not pretend to be Christ (v.19-20).

  D. He did not pretend to be famous characters either (v.21).

E. He declared his commission (v.22-26)

  F. He testified Christ humbly (v.26-34)

  G. He did not keep followers for himself (v.35-37)

VII. The Building of Life is indicated in This Chapter
  A. “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (v.14).”---- God’s intention is to build up His dwelling on earth.

  B. “Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (v.29).”---- Men are the material for God to build His dwelling, so the redemption must be accomplished to take away the sin of men.

  C. “The Holy Spirit descended as a dove from heaven, and abode upon Jesus (v.32).”---- The Holy Spirit played a positive role to bestow God’ life upon those who believed. 

  D. “Simon was renamed Cephas (Peter) by Jesus. (v.42)”---- A man will be built into stones (the original meaning of both the names Cephas and Peter) by God’ divine life, and become good material of building.

  E. “Hereafter ye shall see heaven open (v.51)”---- Jacob set a stone up a pillar and poured oil on the top of it in the place where he saw the opening gate of heaven, and he called that place Bethel, i.e. the house of God.
VIII. The Lord Jesus is the Centre of Our Life
  A. Beholding Jesus (v.29, 36) ----He is the one we look upon.

  B. Following Jesus (v.37, 43) ----He is the one we follow. 

  C. Abiding with Jesus (v.39) ----He is the one we focus upon.

  D. Preaching Jesus ---- He is the one we preach to others:

     1. Teachers to students (v.35)

     2. Family members to family members (v.41)

     3. One passerby to another passerby (v.43)

     4. Friends to friends (v.45)

  E. Believing into and experiencing Jesus (v.50-51) ---- Who is the center of our spiritual experience.
IX. The Progressive Growth of the Disciples 
  A. From hearing the Word to admiring the Word (v.35-37)

  B. From admiring the Word to seeking the Word (v.38)

  C. From seeking the Word to obtaining the Word (v.39)

  D. From obtaining the Word to keeping the Word---- bringing others to the Lord (v.40-46)

  E. From keeping the Word to knowing the Word (v.47-51)

X. The Several Kinds of Disciples Who Came to Draw Near the Lord
  A. John and Andrew---- Who came to seek the Lord themselves (37-39).

  B. Peter---- Who was brought to the Lord by others (40-42).

  C. Philip---- Who was called by the Lord Himself (43-44).

  D. Nathanael---- Who came to see the Lord with doubts in his heart (45-47).

John Chapter Two

I. Content of the Chapter
I. the Principle of the Manifestation of the Son of God the Savior’s Fullness
A. He turned water to wine (v.1-12) ---- to provide life out of death
B. He cleaned the temple (v.13-17) ---- to remove the earthly wealth

C. He will raise the temple in three days (v.18-22) ---- to reach the fullness by the experience from death to resurrection 

D. He did not commit himself unto them (v.6-8) ---- to pay close attention to the real condition of men

II. Verse by Verse commentary
John. 2:1 “On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.”
YLT: “And the third day a marriage happened in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there,” 
Literal Meaning: “the third day”: the third day after Jesus met Philip and Nathanael when He was going forth into Galilee (see 1:43, 49). So then, all the occurrences from John 1:19 to 2:12 happened within one week, and ended with the sign of turning water to wine.

“In Cana of Galilee”: Cana, located at the north of Nazareth about 14 kilometer away, was the hometown of Nathanael (see 21:2).

“The mother of Jesus was there.”---- it is generally believed that the mother of Jesus was the relative or good friend of the host of this wedding, and was entrusted with the task of helping to look after the affairs of the feast (see v.3, 5)

Spiritual Meaning: “The third day” typifies the resurrection ---- that He rose again the third day (1Cor 15:4). “Three” also typifies the testimony of the fullness of the divine Trinity.

    “In Cana of Galilee”, “Galilee” is a place despised by others (see 7:52). “Cana” means “a place of reed” in the original, and the reed symbolizes the fragile life (see Is 42:3; Matt 11:7; 12:20).

   “A wedding”, “wedding” signifies the continuance of one’s life. “The feast of wedding” typifies the joy and enjoyment of one’s life.

John. 2:2 “Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.”

YLT: “And also Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage;”
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Jesus had not only been invited but also he went to the wedding, which proved that: (1) he showed honor to the marriage (see Heb13:4; 1Tim 4:3). (2) He was ready to rejoice with those that rejoiced (see Rom 12:15).
2) Therefore, young brothers, do not forget to invite the Lord with prayer to preside your wedding. A wedding with the presence of the Lord will be greatly distinct from the wedding of the world.

John. 2:3 “And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." ”

YLT: “And wine having failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, `Wine they have not;”
Meaning of Words: “ran out of”: lack, (be in) want
The Background: it is the custom for the ancient Jews that a wedding usually last for a whole week, providing feasts every day for those relatives and friends who came for celebration so that they could drink freely and enjoy the wedding feast to the full.

Literal Meaning: someone believed that the mother of Jesus may be the relative or good friend of the host of this wedding. She was entrusted with the responsibility of helping to look after the affairs of the feast, so here she appeared directly to ask the Lord Jesus to help deal with the embarrassed want of wine.

Spiritual Meaning: “they ran out of wine”, “wine”, fermented by the fruit of the vine, symbolizes the joy of life. Therefore, that “they ran out of wine” typifies the end of the joy in one’s natural life.

“The mother of Jesus” typifies the natural man.

“She said to Him, "They have no wine. "”---- It indicates prayer.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The joy of a wedding feast depends on the wine. Once the wine falls short, the joy will also run out. This is a true portrayal of the joy of one’s natural life on earth today. No matter how happy, joyful and satisfactory of one’s life on earth is, he will inevitably find his wine running out when he reaches the summit of his life. At the end, everything will turn out to be a vanity.

2) “They ran out of wine”, once a man withdraws from the Lord, he will lose the true and abiding joy.

3) Mary said to the Lord: “they ran out of wine”. Troubles may usually constrain us to come to seek the Lord (see Ps 107:6, 13, 19, 28). We should supplicate the Lord for help when we meet troubles (see Phil 4:6-7; Ps 50:15).

4) Men’s end is the beginning of God. Remember that the Lord is ready to help us when we have no way out.

John. 2:4 “Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come."”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `What -- to me and to thee, woman? Not yet is mine hour come.'”
Literal Meaning: “Woman”, a respectful and intimate call, does not lack of respect.

  “What does your concern have to do with Me?” ---- In the original: “what -- to me and to thee?” This is a Jewish idiomatic phrase, whose real meaning should be confirmed by the context. Here, the Lord refused Mary’s commandment as His mother in the flesh, because such commandment overstepped the Lord’s authority as the Son of God. 
  “My hour has not yet come.” ---- “My hour” specially refers to the hour that the Son of man should be glorified by death (see 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1). It is apparent in this chapter that the Lord Jesus did not wait until that hour, so here …….the Father had not instructed Him clearly.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus did not answer what His mother asked. Similarly, He sometimes does not hear our supplication immediately.

2) The Lord is completely free from men’s will, but looks onto and waits for the hour of God (see 7:6, 8).

3) “What does your concern have to do with Me?” ---- The spiritual actions should not be controlled by the natural affection.

John. 2:5 “His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." ”
YLT: “His mother saith to the ministrants, `Whatever he may say to you -- do.'”
Meaning of Words: “servants”: ministers, attendants; 
Literal Meaning: the response of Mary to the Lord Jesus revealed that she had received the correction of the Lord and known that it should be done by the Lord instead of her.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The real servant of the Lord should obey that “whatever He says to you, do it."”
2) It shows that “whatever He does not say to you, do not do it.”
John. 2:6 “Now there were set there six water-pots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.”

YLT: “And there were there six water-jugs of stone, placed according to the purifying of the Jews, holding each two or three measures.”
Meaning of Words: “water-pots”: water-jars; “set there”: be laid up, lay;

The Background: “according to the manner of purification of the Jews”: “the manner of purification” means the commandment of the Jewish religious customs (see 3:25; Mark7:3-4). According to the Law of Moses, the priests shall wash their hands and their feet when they came near to the sanctuary to serve (Ex 30:19). However, throughout the history of the Jews, many famous teachers of the law had given additional explanations and extensions for the Law of Moses, extending the commandments toward the priests in the Old Testament to the details of ordinary people’s life. So they should be purified by water before dinner, lest someone may have unconsciously touched unclean things (e.g.: the dead, dead animals and unclean creatures).

Literal Meaning: “containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece”: about 100 liters. There were set there such large quantities of water for the sake of the numerous guests.  

Spiritual Meaning: “according to the manner of purification of the Jews”, the manner of purification of the Jews typifies that the religion tries to purify men by dead works.

  “There were set there six water-pots of stone.” ---- “six water-pots of stone” symbolize the created men, for men were created in the sixth day (see Gen 1:27, 31). “Water” signifies the death.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The commandments and customs can only purify men from the outside, but cannot change the dead conditions of men’s inside.

2) The natural men (six water-pots of stone) are filled with death (water). A man without the Lord, like a dead-alive person, lacks the power of doing good works.

John. 2:7 “Jesus said to them, "Fill the water-pots with water." And they filled them up to the brim. ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to them, `Fill the water-jugs with water;' and they filled them -- unto the brim;”
Meaning of Words: “filled them up”: to fill entirely, fill (be) full;
Literal Meaning: “And they filled them up to the brim.” ---- The obedience of the servants was valuable: they did not ask why but soon filled the water-pots to the brim when the Lord said that “fill the water-pots with water”.

Spiritual Meaning: “Fill the water-pots with water”, “water” here symbolizes death (see Gen 1:2, 6; Ex 14:21; Matt 3:16). This is a vivid picture, typifying that men’s inside are entirely filled with death.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is when men are willing to be obedient that the Lord will do signs (see v.9).

2) Obedience that the Lord commands is a kind of complete obedience (filled them up). If men obey the Lord only a half, the Lord will not give the next commandment.

John. 2:8 “And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it.”

YLT: “and he saith to them, `Draw out, now, and bear to the director of the apartment;' and they bare.”
Meaning of Words: “draw out”: dip water; “take”: bear, carry, bring forth;

Literal Meaning: “And they took it.” They indeed knew what they took was water (see v.7), but they obeyed and did the Lord’s word without the least hesitation. This is the best example of that “whatever He says to you, do it (v.5).”
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith makes you fix your eyes upon the Lord Himself instead of the circumstance (water). Faith makes you not shake on account of the word of the Lord, although the environment has been not developed as you expected.                                                        
2) All things are possible with God, but if we do not cooperate with Him by “the action of faith”, He will do nothing. The faith of men paves the way for the Almighty God. 

John. 2:9 “When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.”

YLT: “And as the director of the apartment tasted the water become wine, and knew not whence it is, (but the ministrants knew, who have drawn the water,) the director of the feast doth call the bridegroom,”
Spiritual Meaning: that the water turned to wine signified the transformation from death to life.

Literal Meaning: “when the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine”: so when did the “water” turn to “wine”? Some held that it was when they filled the water-pots up to the brim; some held that it was when they drew out the water; and some held that it was on the way that they took it to the master. Actually, it was unnecessary to guess the exact time, for once “My (the Lord’s) hour came, water had turned to wine”
Controversial Clarification: unexpectedly, the Lord Jesus turned water to wine for men to drink. It seemed that the Lord did not forbid men drinking wine, and He even drank wine also (see Matt11:19). Then, is it suitable to drink wine for Christians? There are several teachings about drinking wine in the New Testament as follows: (1) it teaches us that we should be not drunk with wine, for in which is debauchery (Eph 5:18). There is not an absolute command that we should not drink wine. (2) On the contrary, for the sake of keeping one’s health, it advises us to use a little wine (1Tim 5:23). (3) But the problem is that a man is easy to be addicted to the drinking and to become a man who “indulges in much wine” (1Tim3:8). Therefore, “keeping a distance from wine” can still be regarded as a wise choice.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only the Lord Jesus can reverse the situation completely when the wine runs out in the wedding. Yes, only the Lord Jesus is our real joy in our life. Joy on earth is exhaustible, but joy out of the Lord Jesus is eternal and limitless.

2) When we fall into a hopeless situation, the best way is to surrender yourself more to the Lord and magnify the Lord, thus witnessing that the wealthy Christ will come to deal with all the difficulties and meet the entire need.

     3) The master of the feast did not know where the good wine came from but the servants who had drawn the water knew. Only those who are obedient absolutely will experience and witness the wonderful works of the Lord. If we are willing to obey absolutely, others will then taste good wine from us. 

John. 2:10 “And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!"”

YLT: “and saith to him, `Every man, at first, the good wine doth set forth; and when they may have drunk freely, then the inferior; thou didst keep the good wine till now.'”
Meaning of Words: “the inferior”: smaller, worse; “keep”: hold fast, reserve, watch;

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) In the world men rejoice first, but suffer later (every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, then the inferior.). However, it is opposite in the Lord: we suffer first, but rejoice later.

     2) The world displays its superior to men first, and entices men to be enslaved to it. At first, they taste it good, but they will increasingly find that things on the earth are not really good as they imagined before.

     3) When the master of the feast had tasted the water which was made wine by Jesus, he immediately discovered that the wine before was the inferior. Moreover, the one after was good wine. Similarly, when we have fellowship with the Lord, we will always enjoy His great fullness and sweetness, and how surpassingly better it tastes than the transient pleasure on earth. 

     4) Jesus Christ is the new wine which has kept until now. Men had never tasted the good wine before He came and dwelt among us. Life of Christians will become better and better.

     5) Once a man receives Jesus Christ into his life, he will instantly experience the transition from a dull, boring, monotonous, unmeaningful and purposeless life to another fresh, rich, vigorous, prospering and meaningful life.

John. 2:11 “This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.”

YLT: “This beginning of the signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory, and his disciples believed in him;”
Meaning of Words: “sign”: miracle, sign, token, wonder; “manifest”: appear, manifestly declare, render apparent;
Literal Meaning: “This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee”  ---- Note the three words: (1) “dynamic”, e.g.Matt11:20-23, means the great power of God. (2) “Miracle”, e.g. Acts 2:19, means a prodigy or omen. (3) “Sign”, e.g. John 2:11, means an indication from God.

  The Book of John only used the third word “sign” to indicate God’s works (see v.23; 3:2; 4:54; 6:2, 14, 26, 30; 7:31; 9:16; 10:41; 11:47; 12:18, 37; 20:30). The word “sign” focused on the important significance hid behind the works by the Lord rather than on the apparent miraculous phenomenon.

  “This beginning of signs” suggests that every sign did by the Lord Jesus was a token to reveal that He is God (see 1:1b). 

  “And manifested His glory”, “glory” is employed to describe the presence of God (see Ex 24:16), so “manifested His glory” means “manifested His divinity of God”.

Enlightenment in the Word: this was not only the beginning of signs which indicated the glory of Christ; but also the beginning of tokens (the original of “signs”) which revealed the glorious Christ.

John. 2:12 “After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days.”
YLT: “after this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples; and there they remained not many days.”
Meaning of Words: “stay”: remain
Literal Meaning: “He, His mother, and His brothers”: we can easily see that the brothers of Jesus had also attended the wedding in Cana. It only mentioned the mother and brothers of Jesus here, and it was possible that Joseph was dead at that time (see Mark 6:3 where Joseph was not mentioned), but His sisters had already been married (see Matt 13:56).

  “Went down to Capernaum”, the use of “went down” was because of the higher topographic feature of Cana (v. 1). “Capernaum” was the base area of the ministry of the Lord Jesus in Galilee (see Matt 4:13).

John. 2:13 “Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.”

YLT: “after this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples; and there they remained not many days.”
The Background: “the Passover”, one of the three feasts of the Jews every year, is purposed to remember that God delivered their patriarchs out of Egypt. Almost every godly Jewish adult will go to Jerusalem to have the feast during the Passover.

Literal Meaning: “Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand”, the Book of John usually describes the actions of the Lord Jesus in the background of the feast of the Jews (see 5:1; 7:10-11, 14, and 37; 12:1).

  “Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” ---- On account of the higher topographic feature of Jerusalem than Capernaum, the author used “went up” here. 

John. 2:14 “And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers doing business.”

YLT: “and he found in the temple those selling oxen, and sheep, and doves, and the money-changers sitting,”
The Background: at that time, businessmen were allowed by the priests in the Holy Temple to do business in the outer court of the Gentiles and sell oxen, sheep and doves which would be used in the offering and sacrifices. In addition, the Holy Temple did not collect Greek or Roman coins, so the Jews should use the appointed Hebrew coins (see Ex 30:13-15) when they paid the tax of the temple and tribute and offered their offerings. Therefore, there were money changers who brought convenience to those foreign pilgrims. It seemed apparently right about these commercial conducts, but they actually carried critical crises as below: (1) the buying and selling in the areas of the Holy Temple would defile the divine places. (2) The right of worshipping God of the Gentiles would be deprived of when the business occupied the outer court of the Gentiles. (3) The priests colluded with the businessmen ---- the priests supply much convenience to the businessmen (e.g. the priests had only loose and careless check of the sacrifices, and even the sacrifices with blemish were regarded as qualified ones), and the business profited in high price ---- and then, the priests and the businessmen divided the extortionate profits.

Literal Meaning: “And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves”, “the temple”, “the sacred place of God” in the original, contains the temple itself, and the sides thereof round about, and the whole areas of the court. “In the temple” refers to the court which is open to the Gentiles for their worshipping. 

  “Doves” were presented as sacrifices for the poor (see Lev12:8; 14:22; 15:14, 29)

John. 2:15 “When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables.”

YLT: “And having made a whip of small cords, he put all forth out of the temple, also the sheep, and the oxen; and of the money-changers he poured out the coins, and the tables he overthrew,”
Literal Meaning: all the other three Gospels recorded that the occurrence that the Lord Jesus cleaned the temple several days before His Crucifixion (see Matt 21:12-13; Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45-46), but it was recorded only not long after His public ministration in this book. Perhaps the Lord had cleaned the temple twice, so the temple was called “My Father's house” in the first time (v.16), for He cleaned the temple in the position of the Son of God. And in the second time it was called “My House”, for He cleaned the temple in the position of the son of David ---- the Messiah.

  “And poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables”, “table”, the same word as “bank” (see Luke19:23) in the original, is a word transformed from the “four-foot table”, which still can be seen at the entrance of the bank in Greece.

Spiritual Meaning: the temple of God is a habitation of God in Spirit (Eph 2:21-22), but now there is a group of men who do business in the temple and suppose that goodness is a means of gain (1Tim6:5). That the Lord cleaned the Holy Temple contains several meanings as follows: (1) He is the Messiah who possesses the authority. (2) Only through Him we can obtain the access to the Father. (3) The people of God should cut down the wrong relations with the old traditions. (4) God rests only in the pure spirit of His people.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) If we are ready to be reigned by the Lord within, all the filth, impurity and sins will be cleaned out by Him.

     2) The Lord shall have no pleasure in us if we earn money through any spiritual things (change the money) or quench the Holy Spirit (sell doves) etc. 

     3) When Christ appears, there will be both the provision of resurrection---- turning water to wine, and solemn separation---- cleaning the Holy Temple. If the assembly suffers the shortage of spiritual provision and is also mingled with affairs concerning men’s own profit and earthly wealth, it will be an suggestion that the assembly had sheerly lost the reality of Christ.

John. 2:16 “And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!"”

YLT: “and to those selling the doves he said, `Take these things hence; make not the house of my Father a house of merchandise.'”
Spiritual Meaning: “doves” typifies the Holy Spirit (see 1:32).

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) A believer’s body is the temple of the Holy Spirit (dove). The Holy Spirit dwells in us to be our master rather than to be used to make gains by us.

     2) Someone boasts of his superior gifts of Spirit, like sells doves, but it is not unacceptable to the Lord.

John. 2:17“Then His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up."”

YLT: “And his disciples remembered that it is written, `The zeal of Thy house did eat me up;'”
Meaning of Words: “zeal”: fervent mind, jealousy; “eat up”: devour, eat down; 

Literal Meaning: “His disciples remembered”, the word “remember” was mostly used to record the disciples’ reaction after the resurrection of the Lord, and they remembered and understood the Lord’s life (see v.22; 12:16; 14:26).

  "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up." ---- It is quoted from the Book of Psalms (69:9).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

      1) When the disciples saw the Lord’s works, they remembered the words written in the Scripture. It tells us that: (1) what the Lord did was exactly in line with the principle of the Holy Bible; (2) Once Christ has manifested His works, words in the Bible will be interpreted for us.

     2) We should often try to associate things we are suffering with the words in the Bible. And if we want to remember words written in the Bible, we should read the Bible diligently in our daily life.

     3) God delivered us to be His “house” and His resting place. Since we believers have already become the house of God, we should on longer give place to the earthly wealth. Instead, we should often pray to God and commune with Him.

     4) If we have only a form of piety but deny the power of it, the Lord will be also zealous for us. 

John. 2:18 “So the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, since You do these things?"" 
YLT: “the Jews then answered and said to him, `What sign dost thou shew to us -- that thou dost these things?'”
Literal Meaning: “You do these things”, “these things” refer to that Jesus cleaned the temple.

John. 2:19 “Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to them, `Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.'”
Meaning of Words: “destroy”: dissolve; 
Literal Meaning: “Destroy this temple”, “temple” is “sanctuary” in the original, which is different from the “temple” in verse 14.

Spiritual Meaning: “And in three days I will raise it up”, it typifies the body of the Lord Jesus, because he will be raised again the third day. (Matt 16:21). 

John. 2:20 “Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?"”

YLT: “The Jews, therefore, said, `Forty and six years was this sanctuary building, and wilt thou in three days raise it up?'”
The Background: “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple”, “the temple” refers to the house of Jehovah built by Zerubbabel (Ezra3:8). After the house was destroyed, around 20 BC, Herod the Great built the house again to fawn on the Jews. When the Lord Jesus began to minister publicly, the house had been built for 46 years and had not been finished yet. We know from the record of the Jewish historian Joseph that the whole house was completed in 64 AD. The house boasted its magnificence and grandness: some of the marbles even extended as long as more than ten meters and was also decorated with giant golden ornaments. How great the brilliance and resplendence was!  

John. 2:21 “But He was speaking of the temple of His body.”

YLT: “but he spake concerning the sanctuary of his body;”
Spiritual Meaning: we can see from this verse that: (1) the words of the Lord Jesus often carried profound spiritual significance; (2) the Lord Jesus was speaking of the temple of His body and prophesying that he be raised again the third day; (3) it typified that Christ would take place of the substantial sacrifices of the Holy Temple and the atonement system. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The temple which Jesus will raise up in three days is His body, which refers not only His own body, but also His mysterious body and His fullness ---- the church (see Eph 1:23). The most profound meaning of His resurrection is to reach His fullness, which is also the deepest significance of our experiences of the resurrection.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

     2) Although the substantial temple was destroyed, the invisible temple will be raised again. Whoever has the Lord abiding in him, he is the real Holy Temple.

John. 2:22 “Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.”

YLT: “when, then, he was raised out of the dead, his disciples remembered that he said this to them, and they believed the Writing, and the word that Jesus said.”
Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) When we read the Bible, we often did not know the meaning of the Scriptures. But through many spiritual experiences later, some words of the Scriptures will give light all at once (Ps119:130). 

     2) We should let the words of the Christ dwell in us richly in our daily life (see Col 3:16). If necessary, the word will become our help.

John. 2:23 “Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did.”

YLT: “And as he was in Jerusalem, in the Passover, in the feast, many believed in his name, beholding his signs that he was doing;”
Meaning of Words: “believe in”: commit, entrust, and put in trust with. 

Literal Meaning: “many believed in His name”: the name represents the one himself, so “believed in His name” means believed into the Lord Jesus Himself (see 1:12).

John. 2:24 “But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men,”

YLT: “and Jesus himself was not trusting himself to them, because of his knowing all,”
Meaning of Words: “commit”: believe in, entrust;
Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) If the faith of men comes from the apparent miracles which the Lord does, such faith is superficial. The Lord can not commit Himself to the one who has only superficial faith. 

   2) “”Commit” (v.24) and “believe in (v.23)” are the same word in the original. It shows us that the Lord’s “committing” is on the basis of our “believing in”. If we “put our trust in” Him like His “committing” to men, he then will also commit Himself to us.

   3) That the Lord did not commit Himself to men tells us the absolute authority of the Lord. He chose men as His vessels and give commissions to men, but he did not commit Himself to anyone, for He knew no one was perfectly reliable. Therefore, when the church fell into the black desolations, the angels who represented the spiritual reality of the assembly were still held within His authoritative right hand (see Rev 1:20; 2:1). Praise the Lord! His way will never be crooked!

John. 2:25 “and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.”

YLT: “and because he had no need that any should testify concerning man, for he himself was knowing what was in man.”
Literal Meaning: the real faith does not need to prove by announcement, but is manifested in one’s heart toward the Lord. He knows clearly what really is in one’s heart.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. The Sign of Turning Water to Wine

A. The condition of one’s natural life:

1. In Cana of Galilee (v.1a) ---- the natural life of men is low (Galilee) and fragile (Cana).

2. A wedding feast (v.1b) …when they ran out of wine (v.3a) ---- although there is joy (wedding) in one’s natural life, it is limited.

3. According to the manner of purification of the Jews (v.6a) ---- one’ natural life is bound by the customs and formalities 

4. There were set there six water-pots of stone…containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece (v.6b) ---- man was created to be a vessel, yet men without God was filled with vanities, dullness and death.

5. The feast set out only the inferior wine (v.10b) ---- the enjoyment in one’s natural life is transient and is the inferior.

 B. the Lord Jesus is the one who changes one’s life

1. The third day (v.1a)…both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding (v.2) ---- the Lord who had been raised (the third day) humbled Himself and came into our life.
2. He turned water to wine (v.9) ---- he transformed our dull and dead life into another enjoyable and flesh life.

3. The wine turned by Him “good wine” (v.10) ---- the joy of life granted by the Lord is the best one.

 C. How to obtain and experience the grace of the Lord?

1. The mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." (v.3b) ---- To tell the Lord the facts of one’s life (prays or prays for others)

2. My hour has not yet come (v.4b). ---- To commit to the Lord and let the Lord do according to His will 

3. Whatever He says to you, do it (v.5). ---- To obey the instruction and guidance of the Lord

4. Jesus said to them …and they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them…and they took it (v.7-8). ---- To obey absolutely, unreasonably and to obey till the end
5. And manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him (v.11). ---- You can understand the being of the Lord from His works of grace, thus increasing your faith toward Him.

6. He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days (v.12) ---- To maintain the life of abiding with the Lord

II. The Occasion of God’s Signs
  A. They ran out of the wine (v.3a) ---- Men’s end is the beginning of God. If a man has his own methods, God will do nothing.

  B. "They have no wine." (v.3b) ---- This is a prayer. God does nothing for a man until he begins to pray.

  C. My hour has not yet come. (v.4) ---- Although a man prays, he should still wait for the hour of God patiently.

  D. "Whatever He says to you, do it." (v.5) ---- Men should obey and cooperate with God in God’s works. 

  E. Jesus said to them …and they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them…and they took it (v.7-8). ---- God guides men step by step: if men cooperate with obedience when God firstly gives an order, God will give another order.
  F. You have kept the good wine until now! (v.10) ---- God reserves the best wine for those who obey Him.

III. Full of Grace and Truth

  A. On the third day (V.1) ---- “Three” refers to the fullness of God’s testimony.

  B. Jesus was invited to the wedding (v.2) ---- The Lord likes to grant grace to men and rejoices with others together.

  C. They ran out of wine (v.3) ---- It indicates the destitution and vanity of men.

  D. My hour has not yet come (v.4). ---- Men should magnify the Lord and surrender all to Him. 

E. Whatever He says to you, do it (v.5). ---- Obey in faith is the key to be blessed. 

F. There were set there six water-pots of stone (v.6) ---- Men was originally a vessel to be filled with the grace of God, however the vessel became vain and needy.

G. "Fill the water-pots with water." And they filled them up to the brim (v.7). ---- It shows that what is filled in men is not life but death.

H. Draw some out now (v.8). ---- Once the salvation of the Lord comes, men will be abundantly filled with His fullness.

I. The water that was made wine (v.9) ---- The moment the Lord enters our life, death changes into life and dullness turns into joyfulness.

J. You have kept the good wine until now (v.10)! ---- Only those who have tasted the good wine of the salvation can understand the sweetness therein.

K. And manifested His glory (v.11) ---- Manifested the fullness of His grace and truth

L.
And His disciples believed in Him (v.11) ---- All the believers are the witnesses of His grace and truth.
 

IV. Life and Building

  A. The Lord comes to be men’s life in the resurrection: 

     1. The Lord came to the world in the resurrection (on the third day) (v.1-2)

     2. The enjoyment of men’s own had its limitation and end ---- they ran out of the wine (v.3)

     3. The reason is that our life was once full of dead water of life (v.6-7)

     4. The Lord will do signs in those who believe into and obey Him, and will transform death into life (v.5-9).

     5. The new life bestowed by the Lord is the sweet and good wine, and only those who have tasted know it (v.9-10).

  B. This is the beginning of signs Jesus did (v.11)

     1. The Lord turned death into life ---- this is a principle that He does works in us.

     2. The Lord is purposed to manifest His glory in those who believe in Him.

  C. The aim of life is to build the Temple of God

     1. When the believers remember the salvation of the Lord (the Passover), the Lord will enter those who are of Him (v.13).

     2. The Lord reminded us that we were once the House of God, but were defiled by earthly wealth (v.14).

     3. The Lord cleans the believers and the church with bands of kindness and cords of love (v.15-16).

     4. The Lord shows zeal for house of God, and the zeal has eaten Him up (v.17).

     5. The purpose of the enemies is to destroy the House of God (v.18-19a).

     6. However, the Lord will build it again by His life of resurrection ---- in three days I will raise it up (v.19b-22). 

     7. The temple which the Lord will build refers to the upright and faithful believers and the church that the Lord can commit Himself to (v.23-25).

John Chapter Three

I. Content of the Chapter
I. the Son of God the Savior and Rebirth


A. The necessity of rebirth ---- the Son of God revealed that unless one was born again, he could not see the kingdom of God (v.1-8)

 B. The fulfillment of rebirth ---- the Son of God must be lifted up (v.9-17)

 C. The prerequisite of rebirth ---- men’s believing into and receiving the Son of God (v.18-21)

 D. The effect of rebirth ---- He (the Son of God) must increase, but I must decrease. (V.22-30)

 E. The origin of rebirth ---- the Son of God who comes from above (v.31-36)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 3:1 “There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.”

YLT: “And there was a man of the Pharisees, Nicodemus his name, a ruler of the Jews,”
Meaning of Words: “Nicodemus”: victorious among his people; “ruler”: chief (ruler), magistrate, prince;

Literal Meaning: there is a word “but” in the beginning of this verse in the original, which indicates that this man was different from those who believed only when they saw the signs by the Lord (see 2:23). He approached the Lord for truth with a true heart.

“There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus,” Nicodemus represented the man of the upper class, and he was characterized by the features as below: (1) as a man of Pharisee, perhaps he was zealous of his fathers’ traditions (see Matt 15:1-2); (2) as a ruler of the Jews, he may have a noble status; (3) he was a men who feared God and sought the heart of God; (4) as an elder (v.4), he had many life experiences; (5) as a teacher of Israel (v.10), he has quite an excellent level of edification; (6) he was humble , for he was willing to enquire of the younger Jesus in spite of Nicodemus’s noble social status and called Him “Rabbi” respectfully (v.2); (7) from his dialogue with the Lord Jesus, we can infer that he was a honest and virtuous man.

“A ruler of the Jews”: a member of the Jewish synagogues (the supreme parliament), belonged to the noble class of the Jewish society at that time.

John. 3:2 “This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."”

YLT: “this one came unto him by night, and said to him, `Rabbi, we have known that from God thou hast come -- a teacher, for no one these signs is able to do that thou dost, if God may not be with him.'”
Literal Meaning: “This man came to Jesus by night”, he came to visit the Lord Jesus by night so that there would be no interruption from others and he could enquire of the Lord personally and had a more intimate talk with the Lord. Others held that Nicodemus dared not to visit the Lord openly in the daytime for fear of arousing any hostility, but it was of less possibility (see 7:50-51; 19:39).

  “You are a teacher come from God.” ---- “Come from God”, an emphatic adjective, indicates that he confessed the Lord Jesus was a teacher different from all those teachers who obtained the qualifications through men’s training. 

  Nicodemus came straight to the point that he wanted to receive better teaching from the Lord Jesus in order to improve his condition in front of God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Just like Nicodemus, some like to hear the gospels in private, so we should follow the example of the Lord Jesus and prepare to talk about the gospels with others in private.

     2) The Lord Jesus talked with the moral Nicodemus by night in private, but with the immoral woman of Samaria during the daytime in public (see 4:6-7). When the believers talk with each other, the talking situation should be paid attention to (e.g. it is unsuitable for a young brother and a sister to talk with each other privately in a closed room.).

John. 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to him, `Verily, verily, I say to thee, If any one may not be born from above, he is not able to see the reign of God;'”
Meaning of Words: “be born again”: be born from above; be born from the beginning;
Literal Meaning: the particular idiom of that “most assuredly I say to you” was usually employed to express the Lord’s seriousness (see1:51) and to call the hearers’ attention to the fact that what he would say thereafter was important truth.  

“Unless one is born again”, the first birth of men is born on earth, but the rebirth means to be born from above. One’s natural life is born from the first birth, but life of God must be from the rebirth.

“He cannot see the kingdom of God.” ---- “see” does not mean to look at by physical eyes, but a kind of personal experience. “To see the kingdom of God” and “to enter the kingdom of God” are similar (v.5). “The kingdom of God” is a sphere governed by God and a realm of divine and holy things. Only life of God can understand things of God, so we should be born again to obtain God’s life, and after that we can see or enter the kingdom of God.

The answer of the Lord Jesus in this verse seemed to have nothing to do with the question of Nicodemus (v.2), for the Lord had radically denied the seeking direction of Nicodemus ---- he thought that men need only good teaching to reform their walks. But the Lord told him that what really men need was life rather than teaching.
Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) “To be born again”, “again” in the original means “from above”, and it shows that “to be born again” is a work absolutely from God.

     2) “To be born again” means that God will make a great and thorough transformation in one’s spirit. If one’s natural life has not been born again, he will never know the kingdom of God.

     3) “Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” ---- Contrarily speaking, if one is born again, he can see the kingdom of God. Therefore, once we were born again, we obtained a kind of spiritual sight which enables us to see and understand all the spiritual mysteries of the kingdom of God.

     4) “Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” ---- It indicates that the kingdom of God is not only a physical realm but a state of life i.e. the reality of Christ the King of the kingdom of God. A natural man is completely separated from Him, so rebirth is essentially required.

     5) “Teacher (v.2)” focuses on teaching and learning ---- the outside problem, while “rebirth” focuses on the spirit and life ---- the inside problem. Many so-called Christians enter from the gate of the teachers, reckoning that he is a Christian since he has known the knowledge of Christianity. Such kind of men goes wrong in the beginning, for one should start from rebirth if he wants to be a Christian. 

     6) The words of the Lord tell us that no matter how great a man is, rebirth is still required. Even though men had never fallen, he could not take part in the kingdom of God without rebirth.

     7) Rebirth was neither a kind of reformation or teaching from the outside, nor a transformation or conversion outside of life. Rebirth is actually obtaining and entering another new life. It is absolutely a matter of life, not of works.
     8) God is intended to let those who are of Him to eat the fruit of the life of tree instead of the tree of knowledge of good and evil (see Gen 2:9, 16-17).

     9) Kingdom is in connection with life: if a man wants to live in the kingdom of men, he should have a life of men. And if he wants to live in the kingdom of God, he should have a life of God.

     10) One can only be born into the kingdom of God. There is no way for anyone to buy into, or work into, or study into or exercise into it. All those who have been born from above have been translated into the kingdom of God (Col1:13).

John. 3:4 “Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"”

YLT: “Nicodemus saith unto him, `How is a man able to be born, being old? is he able into the womb of his mother a second time to enter, and to be born?'”
Literal Meaning: Nicodemus misunderstood the meaning of rebirth, thinking that a man entered a second time into his mother's womb and was born. He said “how can…?” and “can he…?”, for he thought it was impossible.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned (1Cor2:14). 

     2) “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible (Matt 19:26).” If men always think it impossible, it stems from their unfaith.

John. 3:5 “Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”

YLT: “Jesus answered, `Verily, verily, I say to thee, If any one may not be born of water, and the Spirit, he is not able to enter into the reign of God;”
The Background: when the Jews received the Gentile believers, they should baptize the Gentiles with water: the body of a man who would baptize should be immerged into the water, and his filth of idolatry could be cleaned. Then, the Jews would call him “a new creature” or “a man born from above”.

Literal Meaning:  “One is born of water and the Spirit”, many Bible exegetes interpret “water” according to its symbolical meaning but interpret “the Spirit” in the same sentence according to its literal meaning. But it is obviously contradictory to the principle of Bible exegesis---- if “water” is symbolically interpreted, so “the Spirit” should be. If “the Spirit” is literally interpreted, so the “water” should be. Therefore, in line with the principle of interpretation of Bible here, it may have two correct interpretations：

1. “And” in the phrase of “water and the Spirit” in the original is a kind of “epexegetically” structure, which is called “hendiadys” in rhetoric. For this reason, “and” should be translated “even”, i.e. “water is even the Spirit”. Then, the whole sentence “one is born of water and the Spirit” can be translated into that “one who is born of water is even born of the Spirit”. It can be evidenced by the next verse in which the Lord mentioned only “which is born of the Spirit is spirit (v.6)” and omitted “water”. Therefore, “one is born of water and the Spirit” means that the function of the Spirit like the function of water ---- water serves to purify the filth and the Spirit serves to purify the sin as well. Such purifying function can only show its effect on those who have really repented and have believing in the Lord.

2. “One is born of water and the Spirit” can be interpreted that “to obtain the effect of the baptism with water and baptism with the Spirit”. Note that the Lord Jesus here did not regard the baptism with water as a prerequisite ceremony of entering the kingdom of God. Instead, He maintained that a man should experience the effect of the baptism with water and baptism with the Spirit personally and practically (in the church history, many real Christians had actually undergone the effect of the baptism with water even though they had no chances to baptize with water). The baptism with water typifies a man buries with Christ in baptism, in which he has been also raised with Christ (see Col 2:12), so “to be born of water” means a man should have been buried with Christ by baptism into death and have been also raised up from the dead with Christ (see Rom 6:3-4). Whereas the baptism with the Spirit means a man who has believed into Christ has been baptized into Christ’s body (see 1Cor 12:13), so “to be born of the Spirit” indicates that a man should have the experience of being into Christ by faith (see 1Cor 10:2) 

Controversial Clarification: in the Christianity, many people misunderstand the words of the Lord in this verse so that there arose two extreme views concerning both the baptism with water and baptism with the Spirit:

1. The baptism with water was so emphasized that it was regarded as a required ceremony of obtaining the rebirth. Some religious sects even held the Sprinkling to the innocent babies to guarantee that they shall be saved. Observe that the baptism with water is only an outward ceremony, testifying the inside reality of a man who has truly repented and has believed into the Lord.

2. The baptism with the Spirit was misinterpreted as the meaning of receiving the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. Some religious sects even held that if a believer was not able to speak with tongues, he must have not been baptized with the Spirit and have never been saved yet. It should be known that baptism with the Spirit has already been an objectively accomplished fact, for in the Lord Jesus we have all been baptized into the body of Christ by His redemption on the cross, no matter the Jews or the Gentiles (see 1Cor12:13; Eph2:11-18; 4:4-6). When a man truly repents and has been saved, he will subjectively experience the baptism with the Spirit ---- the fact of having been baptized into a member of Christ’s body. At that time he has been taken part in the baptism with the Spirit, and is unnecessary to pursue the experience of baptism with the Spirit hereafter.

Spiritual Meaning: “to be born of water” typifies a natural man dies through repentance; while “to be born of the Spirit” typifies the new man is born from above through believing into the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The spiritual rebirth is the prerequisite for a man to enter the kingdom of God.

     2) Thanks the Lord! We have been buried with Him by baptism unto death and have been raised up with him from among dead ---- to be born of water. Besides, we have the indwelling Spirit ---- a man who is born of the Spirit can not only understand the kingdom of God and can enter the reality of the kingdom of God as well, enjoying all the fullness therein.

3) He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).

4) We have been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever (1Peter 1:23).

John. 3:6 “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

YLT: “that which hath been born of the flesh is flesh, and that which hath been born of the Spirit is spirit.”
Literal Meaning: “That which is born of the flesh is flesh”, the rebirth is not born again from the flesh, for even if one could enter a second time into his mother's womb and would be born (v.4), it was still of flesh. 

  “Flesh” indicates the weakness and limitation of a man as a creature. Moreover, it can also suggest that the Jews can not enter the kingdom of God through the relationship with Abraham according to flesh. 

  “And that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” ---- The former spirit refers to the Holy Spirit, and the latter refers to the spirit in men. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of life (Rom 8:2), who works in those who know their sins and have repented and quickens the spirit of those who were dead in trespasses and sins (Eph 2:5).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “That which is born of the flesh is flesh”, it is by no means to make anyone spiritual with any sort of education and reformation (see Gal 6:15).

2) Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening (James 3:11)? The nature of fountain will determine the life flowing out thereby. Life we live by will determine the witness we bear.

3) All that we possessed before we have been born again was of flesh. What we obtained after our rebirth is of spirit. One’s natural eloquence, capability, wisdom, intelligence and good works are both fleshly and sensual.

     4) We should ask ourselves: “do we serve God with what we possess from natural birth or spiritual rebirth?” The right origin should be mostly emphasized when we serves God.

     5) No matter how many times that a man entered a second time into his mother's womb and was born, he would still be flesh. What a man really needs is a new birth of another nature not of another time.

John. 3:7 “Do not marvel that I said to you, "You must be born again.'”

YLT: “`Thou mayest not wonder that I said to thee, It behoveth you to be born from above;”
Literal Meaning: "You must be born again." ---- The necessity of rebirth is not for Nicodemus only, but for all the man. “Must” indicates that there is no exception.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) If a man has not been reborn, he can not be completely changed. Only by the rebirth, a man will obtain the divine, pure and spiritual life. 

     2) One can not truly know, obey and please God through his natural strength (Ps 52:5; Jem17:9; Mark7:21-23; 1Cor2:14). 

John. 3:8 “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."”

YLT: “the Spirit where he willeth doth blow, and his voice thou dost hear, but thou hast not known whence he cometh, and whither he goeth; thus is every one who hath been born of the Spirit.'”
Literal Meaning: “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it”, “wind” and “spirit” in the original are the same word. Here, it must refer to “wind” instead of “spirit” for it mentions the sound also.

  “But cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes.” ---- Although a man can feel the blowing wind and hear the sound when it blows, it is still difficult to understand the invisible wind through his physical sense.

  “So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ---- The spiritual life is characterized by the features as follows: (1) It completely walks in the Spirit (“the wind blows where it wishes”) and the natural men should never meddle in it. (2) It is invisible and unseen (only “the sound of it”). (3) It is hard to comprehend (cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes). (4) From the working of this life (the blowing and the sound), one can confirm that His existence is a fact.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Holy Spirit has the absolute and surpassing power, working according to the purpose of Him who works all things after the counsel of His own will.

     2) We can not see the working of the Spirit in man, but it is true, for the effects are apparent and visible.

     3) The rebirth is not physical, but spiritual. One can be born again only by the Holy Spirit, through the Holy Spirit and in the Holy Spirit.

John. 3:9 “Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"”

YLT: “Nicodemus answered and said to him, `How are these things able to happen?'”
Literal Meaning: it was apparently that Nicodemus thought rebirth is a matter of nature and substance and raised the question.

John. 3:10 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to him, `Thou art the teacher of Israel -- and these things thou dost not know!”
The Background: the necessity of rebirth was early suggested in the Old Testament (see Eze36:24-26).

Literal Meaning: "Are you the teacher of Israel?” ---- “the teacher” means a teacher in a ruling (v.1) position.

John. 3:11 “Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness.”

YLT: “`Verily, verily, I say to thee -- What we have known we speak, and what we have seen we testify, and our testimony ye do not receive;”
Literal Meaning: “we” refers to Lord Jesus and His disciples, and someone believes that it is a call for the Trinity. “You” refers to the Jews.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) One should speak for the Lord according to his knowledge about the Lord. And one should bear witness of the Lord in accordance with his experience in the Lord.

     2) May the Lord grant us the true knowledge of Him (Eph 1:17) so that we can preach Him more abundantly; and may the Lord let us see Him as He is (1John3:2 in the original) so that we can bear witness of Him more perfectly.

John. 3:12 “If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?”

YLT: “if the earthly things I said to you, and ye do not believe, how, if I shall say to you the heavenly things, will ye believe?”
Literal Meaning: “If I have told you earthly things”, “earthly things” do not refer to things of the earth, but things happening on earth, including the talking about rebirth mentioned before (v.3-8) as well as the description about redemption later (see v.14-16)

Likewise, “heavenly things” do not refer to things of heaven, but things happening in heaven. He is the one who came down from heaven and is in heaven, so He knows things in heaven.

John. 3:13“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.”

YLT: “and no one hath gone up to the heaven, except he who out of the heaven came down -- the Son of Man who is in the heaven.”
Literal Meaning: “He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.” ---- It reveals the characters about the Lord Jesus: (1) He was the one who came down from heaven and was the one that the Word became flesh (see1:14). (2) He walked on earth, but he is still in heaven. He never belongs to the earth and surpasses the earth. (3) He walks on earth and is still in heaven. Wherever he went, the reality of heaven was open thereafter.

  “No one has ascended to heaven.” ---- In fact, Enoch and Elijah had ascended to heaven (see Gen 5:24; 2King 2:11). Therefore, here it means: (1) there has been none who had ever experienced the same ascension as that of the Lord Jesus which is of another nature. (2) Neither has there been anyone who is always living to intercede for people like the Lord Jesus (see Heb 7:24-25).

Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Christ is entirely of heaven. He walked on earth, but lived in a heavenly life. That’s why Christians should also live in a heavenly life when walking on earth.

     2) Christ transcends all the spaces. His being and His works are for the whole universe, not only for any single region or group. As the Apostle Paul said: “Christ is both theirs and ours (1Cor 1:2).”
John. 3:14 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,”

YLT: “`And as Moses did lift up the serpent in the wilderness, so it behoveth the Son of Man to be lifted up,”
The Background: “Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness”, the Israel spoke against God when they walked in the wilderness after they came out of Egypt. God sent fiery serpents among the people. The serpents bit the people, and much people of Israel died. Later, the people confessed their sins, and God asked Moses to lift up the serpent of brass who bore the people’s iniquities. If a serpent had bitten any man, and he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived (Num 21:4-9).
Literal Meaning: “even so must the Son of Man be lifted up”, “be lifted up” means be crucified on cross (see 12:32). “Even so” reveals that the Lord’s crucifixion on cross like the serpent’s being lifted up on a pole.

Spiritual Meaning: “serpent” meant Satan (see Gen 3:1; Rev12:9). The man was deceived by the serpent and then fell into the “offspring of vipers” (see Matt 3:7). The evil disposition of Satan is deep rooted in men’s flesh, but the Lord Jesus is the Word who became flesh (see 1:14). He took a bondman's form and was made in likeness of men (Phil 2:7), but He did not know sin (see 2Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15). Actually, he is just like “the serpent of brass” which was lifted up by Moses in the wilderness ---- there was only the shape of the serpent, but not the poison of the serpent. When the Lord Jesus who knew no sin was crucified on the cross, on one side, he bore God’s judgment (brass typifies judgment in the Bible.); and on the other, through His death on the cross He might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil (Heb 2:14), thus delivering men from the power of the devil.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The redemption of lifting up the serpent of brass by Moses typifies the redemption of the Lord Jesus on the cross:

       a. The death of Israel was caused by the position of the serpents. In like manner, the death of the world was caused by sin.

       b. The serpent of brass has the shape of serpent, while the Lord Jesus has the likeness of flesh of sin.

       c. The serpent of brass has the shape of the serpent, but not the poison of the serpent. The Lord Jesus is a man who has the likeness of flesh, but not the corrupted life within.

       d. The serpent of brass was lifted up on the pole, and the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross.

       e. There is only one serpent of brass, and there is also only one Savior.

       f. The Israel lived when they looked upon the serpent of brass, and the sinners will be born again when they believe into the Lord Jesus.

     2) If there is no redemption, we will not pass out of death into life. If we want to be born again, we should look upon the redemption accomplished on the cross by the Lord Jesus.

     3) We should look steadfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith and run the race that lies before us (Heb 12:1-2).

John. 3:15 “that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.”

YLT: “that every one who is believing in him may not perish, but may have life age-during,”
Literal Meaning: “that whoever believes in Him”, “believe into”: receive (see 1:12); the present tense indicates that this trust is assured and persistent instead of changeable.

  “To have eternal life”, men usually pay more attention to the word “eternal”, thinking that the eternal life concerns the matter of time or existence. But actually, “the eternal death” exists also through all eternity. Therefore, the eternal life is not only a matter of time, but one more of state and relation etc. The eternal life is life of God ---- the uncreated life, which is eternal in time and eternal as well as divine in the nature.

    This verse reveals the truth as below: (1) “Whoever” indicates that anyone is possible to be saved. (2) “Believes in” shows that it is easy to be saved ---- only by believing into Him. (3) “Him” tells us that salvation is in none other than in Him (see Acts 4:12). (4) “To have eternal life” means that one will obtain a treasure of priceless worth after he has been saved.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The Lord Jesus has already done everything that a man should do if he wants to be born again. The only thing we should do is to believe into Him.

     2) To believe into Him is the only way to obtain the eternal life for us. Even if one has known the accomplished redemption of the Lord on the cross, he will still be unable to obtain the eternal life if he does not believe into Him.

     3) The rebirth is the beginning of receiving the eternal life, and the eternal life is the continuance, nature and state of rebirth.

     4) The eternal life is inseparable from Christ. We obtain the eternal life by believing into Christ and obtain the eternal life in Christ.

     5) He that has the Son has life, and he that has not the Son of God has not life (1John 5:12). Besides, Christ is our life (Col 3:4).

John. 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”

YLT: “for God did so love the world, that His Son -- the only begotten -- He gave, that every one who is believing in him may not perish, but may have life age-during.”
Meaning of Words: “love”: the divine love (“agapao” in the original); “perish”: destroy, die, and lose;

Literal Meaning: “love” refers to the unconditional and self-giving love of God. “The world” is comprised of the sinful and corrupt men, who were made in God’s image and after God’s likeness and were made as vessels for God (see Gen 1:26; Rom 9:21, 23). Although they have sinned and fallen, God still loves them with His divine love.
  “He gave His only begotten Son”, God loves the world so much that He gave His only begotten Son who is His manifestation (see 1:18).

  “Should not perish”, “perish” in the original means a man has no consciousness or one’s consciousness has stopped. The perishing judgment in Bible carries conscious torment for ever and ever.

  “But have everlasting life”, the meaning of “everlasting life”, please see the commentary of verse 15.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Martin Luther called the verse “the epitome of gospels”: (1) God is the origin of love. (2) The object of love: men in the world. (3) The way of love: to give the only begotten Son. (4) The effect of love: to make men believe. (5) The result of love: not perish but have everlasting life.

     2) The utmost manifestation of the divine love is to give Christ Jesus. God granted the greatest gift to men ---- His only begotten Son. What can we seek besides Him?

     3) This verse (John 3:16) is the most precious announcement in Bible. A multitude of men had been moved by it, and then believed into the Lord. The Holy Spirit saved men by this verse more than any other verse in Bible. Many Christians have assurance of their being saved according to this verse. How miserable that a man reads the Book of John but fails to experience this valuable fact!

     4) We have relations to Christ through “believing into” Him. We believe into Christ in the Spirit, and establish the living relations with Christ.

     5) “Should not perish but have everlasting life.” ---- “perish” is the second death (Rev 20:14). “Everlasting life” means the rebirth. If one has only one birth, he will have two times of death ---- the fleshy death and the eternal death. If one has the second birth, he will have only one time of death. Probably, he will never experience the fleshy death if he is taken by God even when he still lives on earth (see 1The 4:17).

John. 3:17 “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”

YLT: “For God did not send His Son to the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him;”
Meaning of Words: “send”: send out; execute a mission, as an authorized delegate; “condemn”: distinguish, decide;

Enlightenment in the Word: the principle of Christ is not to condemn but to save, and those who follow Christ and serve others shall also be imitators of the Lord

John. 3:18 “"He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

YLT: “he who is believing in him is not judged, but he who is not believing hath been judged already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
Literal Meaning: “He who believes…but he who does not believe…” the attitude of both “believe” and “not believe” is not transitory, but persistent and definite.
“Believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God”, to believe in the Lord’s name means to believe the Lord Himself.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Men can be divided into believers and unbelievers. The condition of men in front of God depends completely on their attitudes toward the only begotten Son of God.

     2) Men is condemned not for the murder or arson but for only one reason ---- that they have not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. Such people have no proper relations with God. This is the logic of the Holy Bible.

     3) The worst sin is not to believe into the Lord Jesus ---- despise, disdain and escape the salvation of God.

John. 3:19 “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”

YLT: “`And this is the judgment, that the light hath come to the world, and men did love the darkness rather than the light, for their works were evil;”
Meaning of Words: “evil”: malicious, wicked, and hurtful; “condemnation”: judgment;
Literal Meaning: “this is the condemnation”: the condemnation here refers to the process of judgment instead of the ultimate adjudication.

Enlightenment in the Word: the world deserves the condemnation for it loves darkness rather than light.

John. 3:20 “For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.”

YLT: “for every one who is doing wicked things hateth the light, and doth not come unto the light, that his works may not be detected;”
Literal Meaning: “For everyone practicing evil hates the light.” ---- “practicing evil”, in the original, points to that one practices evil repeatedly and habitually rather than occasionally.

  “Lest his deeds should be exposed”, they hate light for light can expose one’s evil deeds.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The evil nature of refusing light results in the unbelieving attitude.

     2) Light always threatens the darkness, so light is always rejected by darkness.

     3) One’s attitude toward the Lord Jesus will manifest that whether he is of light or darkness.

John. 3:21 “But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."”

YLT: “but he who is doing the truth doth come to the light, that his works may be manifested, that in God they are having been wrought.'”
Literal Meaning: “But he who does the truth comes to the light”, “doing the truth” is opposite to the “practicing evil” in the previous verse (v.20), so “the truth” refers to the uprightness. He who does the truth is he, who believes into and walks in the words of God and trusts in God. 
  It is believed by some Bible exegetes that this verse should be translated in this way: “he who comes to the light must do the truth” ---- he can do the truth through the grace and strength of God when he first come to light, for he is not able to do the truth by his own strength. 

“That his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God.” ---- “they have been done in God” means “they have been done according to the being of God”. Such life and works will definitely correspond with the divine light of God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The true Christians are characterized by three features as below: (1) they must do the truth. (2) They must come to the light. (3) They must walk in God.

     2) Only those who love and seek the truth can walk in the truth.

John. 3:22 “After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He remained with them and baptized.”

YLT: “After these things came Jesus and his disciples to the land of Judea, and there he did tarry with them, and was baptizing;”
Literal Meaning: “And there He remained with them and baptized.” ---- Actually, the Lord Jesus himself did not baptize, but his disciples (see 4:2).

John. 3:23 “Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there. And they came and were baptized.”

YLT: “and John was also baptizing in Aenon, nigh to Salem, because there were many waters there, and they were coming and were being baptized --”
Meaning of Words: “Aenon”: place of springs; praise;

Literal Meaning: “Aenon near Salim”, “Aenon” is possibly located in the west side of the Jordan, Scythopolis i.e. a place about 13 km south of Nablus.

“Because there was much water there”, it suggests that the correct baptism shall immerge one’s body wholly into the water. The Sprinkling does not need such a great deal of water.

John. 3:24 “For John had not yet been thrown into prison.”

YLT: “for John was not yet cast into the prison --”
Meaning of Words: “thrown into”: throw (down), thrust；
Literal Meaning: Please see the case of John the Baptist who had been thrown into prison in the Book of Matthew (14:3-5).

John. 3:25 “Then there arose a dispute between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purification.”

YLT: “there arose then a question from the disciples of John with Jews about purifying,”
Literal Meaning: “There arose a dispute between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purification.” ---- It is recorded by credible documents that some Jews then showed great interest in the problem that how to really reach the ritual purification.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Religionist likes disputing over the insignificant disagreements about some truth. However most of the disagreements are of little importance. 

     2) He who likes strife and contention is apt to be factious (see Titus 3:9-10).

John. 3:26 “And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified--behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!"”

YLT: “and they came unto John, and said to him, `Rabbi, he who was with thee beyond the Jordan, to whom thou didst testify, lo, this one is baptizing, and all are coming unto him.'”
Literal Meaning: John disciples’ envy at the success of the Lord Jesus may stem from their love of their teacher.

John. 3:27 “John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.”

YLT: “John answered and said, `A man is not able to receive anything, if it may not have been given him from the heaven;”
Literal Meaning: “it has been given to him from heaven”, the verb of “give” appears in this book frequently, about 76 times.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) This verse is true to the Christians at present. As what has been given to us is the gift of God, we should not be jealous of the accomplishment of others.

     2) One’s capability of understanding of God’s things is granted by God (see v.11-12).

     3) Concerning the spiritual things, they are not obtained by men’s strength, but by the grace of God ---- being bestowed from the heaven. So we should often come to God and look for more grace from Him.

     4) We have unreasonable grounds to be proud of ourselves or to establish the fame from men. 

     5) The workers of the Lord should trust in the blessedness of God only rather than haggle with somebody or contend for something, for one can obtain nothing without the grace and reward of God.

John. 3:28 “You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, "I am not the Christ,' but, "I have been sent before Him.'”

YLT: “ye yourselves do testify to me that I said, I am not the Christ, but, that I am having been sent before him;”
Literal Meaning: “that I said, "I am not the Christ.” ---- Please see the commentary of the 20th verse in chapter one (1:20).

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) A worker of the Lord should acknowledge the status of his own ---- I am not the Christ, but the witness of Christ, so all the glory should be given to Christ.
     2) Admittedly, we should live Christ and manifest Christ (see Phil1:20), but we are never Christ Himself. Only those who have ambitions may declare that he is Christ (see Mark 13:6).

John. 3:29 “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.”

YLT: “he who is having the bride is bridegroom, and the friend of the bridegroom, who is standing and hearing him, with joy doth rejoice because of the voice of the bridegroom; this, then, my joy hath been fulfilled.”
Literal Meaning: this verse tells us the right understanding and attitude of “the friend of the bridegroom”: (1) the bridegroom is the one on whom everyone should focus. (2) The friend of the bridegroom is entrusted with the task of introducing the bridegroom; (3) He should consider himself to be the friend of the bridegroom; (4) he should serve the bridegroom in the attitude of “standing”; (5) he should rejoice in the bridegroom's voice and joy.

Spiritual Meaning: “the bride” generally refers to the whole Christians, i.e. the church (see Eph 5:31-32); “the bridegroom” refers to Christ; “the friend of the bridegroom” refers to John the Baptist.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The joy of Christians comes alone from the joy of the Lord, and it is not from the important roles or successful works of their own.

     2) Whenever we hear the voice of the Lord, it makes us rejoice contentedly. 

     3) “He who has the bride is the bridegroom;” ---- It indicates that the church shall be of Christ and onto Christ. When the friends of the bridegroom who truly bear witness of Christ and serve Christ in the church hear the voice of Christ and see the saints turning to God, they will be contentedly joyful.

John. 3:30 “He must increase, but I must decrease.”

YLT: “`Him it behoveth to increase, and me to become less;”
Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) “He must increase, but I must decrease.” ---- It is the law of spiritual progress. The true spiritual progress cannot be measured by the increase of one’s Bible knowledge or the length of his Christian years. Instead, it can be only measured by the increase of Christ and the decrease of one’s self.
     2) One will progress in his spiritual life when Christ increases in him and fills him whereas his self decreases and is emptied.

     3) The true progress is that one has been taken possession of by Christ instead of one possesses something for his own. Progress is decided by the condition of one’s surrender ---- how much have you put in the hand of God? And does He have the first place in all things of you?

     4) The rebirth will bring about the progressive enlargement of Christ and the increasingly high position of Christ in us ---- “He must increase”. Meanwhile, our natural life will become withering piecemeal and the natural men will decrease gradually ---- “I must decrease”.
     5) The giant enemy of a minister is himself. To exalt oneself on high will invariably veil the Lord.

     6) As a bondman of Christ, it is unfaithful to Christ if he seeks his own fame and distracts the attention of others from the Lord.

John. 3:31 “He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.”

YLT: “he who from above is coming is above all; he who is from the earth, from the earth he is, and from the earth he speaketh; he who from the heaven is coming is above all.”
Literal Meaning: “He who comes from above” refers to the Lord Jesus, whose heavenly origin (see 1Cor 15:47) is of great significance for John.

  “Above all”, “all” refers to all things, and here it specifically refers to all the servants of God.

  “He who is of the earth”, it can be generally used to describe any person. But it refers specifically to John the Baptist and his origin.

  “Is earthly”, it indicated the nature of John the Baptist.

  “And speaks of the earth”, it refers to the teachings of John the Baptist. It means not only that he talked about earthly things but also that what he had said was the earthly words.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) It is good for men to follow the Lord Jesus only, but not to the Lord’s servant.

     2) A bondman of Christ should know the Lord entirely and be conscious of his status in front of the Lord as well.

John. 3:32 “And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony.”

YLT: “`And what he hath seen and heard this he doth testify, and his testimony none receiveth;”
Literal Meaning: “And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies”, it shows that the teaching of the Lord Jesus is from his heavenly experience.

  “And no one receives His testimony.” ---- It does not mean that no one receive the testimony of the Lord Jesus (see v.33), but means that generally the Jews refused to receive Him. 

John. 3:33 “He who has received His testimony has certified that God is true.”

YLT: “he who is receiving his testimony did seal that God is true;”
Literal Meaning: “He who has received His testimony”, to receive the testimony of the Lord means to receive the truth that “He comes from the heaven and descends on earth to fulfill the salvation of God”.

    “Has certified that God is true”, when a man sets his seal on a covenant, it indicates that the covenant is effective, true and unchangeable. The sure conviction of those who believe in the testimony of the Lord Jesus proves that God is true as the seal on the documents does, for the words of Jesus are the words of God (v.34).

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The testimony of Christ is the testimony of God. To believe into Christ is to believe into God.

     2) A man who had really received the Lord must have been clearly sealed by the Holy Spirit. He who has been clearly sealed by the Holy Spirit will be able to bear witness of the verity of God in his walks.

John. 3:34 “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure.”

YLT: “for he whom God sent, the sayings of God he speaketh; for not by measure doth God give the Spirit;”
Literal Meaning: “He whom God has sent” refers to the Lord Jesus.

“The words of God”, the words of the Lord Jesus is the words of God (see 7:16; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10)

“For God does not give the Spirit by measure.” ---- Someone holds that the Holy Spirit is measureless in the Lord Jesus, and someone holds that the Lord Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to His believers measurelessly.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) A real servant of the Lord shall speak the words of God, but not speak his own words. 

     2) The works of the Spirit of God to the called of His workers are perfect, which are sufficient for them to be perfected.

John. 3:35 “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.”

YLT: “the Father doth love the Son, and all things hath given into his hand;”
Literal Meaning: the Father’s love to the Son is manifested in the fact that the Father has given all things into the Son’s hand.
John. 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."”

YLT: “he who is believing in the Son, hath life age-during; and he who is not believing the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath of God doth remain upon him.'”
Literal Meaning: “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life”, “has”, in the present tense, indicates that everlasting life can be obtained now rather than in the future.

  “The wrath of God abides on him”, “the wrath of God” is emphatic in the original, expressing the strong objection of God. “Wrath” appears only this time in this book. “Abide” manifests that it is a vain hope for a sinner that the wrath of God may eventually disappear. God deals with the sin incessantly and completely.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) We should not treasure up to wrath of ourselves, in day of wrath and revelation of righteous judgment of God (Rom 2:5).

     2) The eternal end of a man is entirely depends on his attitude toward the Son of God.
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. To Know the Rebirth
A. The necessity of rebirth ---- “unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God (v.3)”
B. The meaning of rebirth: 

  1. The literal meaning is “to be born again” or “to be born from above” (v.3)

  2. One is not reborn by entering a second time into his mother's womb and being born (v.4)

C. The way of rebirth ---- “water and the Spirit (v.5)”
D. The mystery of rebirth ---- just as one cannot tell where the wind comes from and where it goes (v.8)

E. The fact of rebirth ---- it is “earthly things” (v.12)

F. The ground of rebirth ---- the Lord who was lifted up on the cross as Moses lifted up the serpent (v.14)

G. The prerequisite of rebirth ---- by “believing into” Him (v.15)

II. The Matter of the Rebirth
  A. Concerning its times ---- it is born again instead of being born for the first time (v.3).

  B. Concerning its origin ---- it is born from above instead of being born from one’s mother's womb (v.3).

  C. Concerning its nature ---- it is born of the Spirit which is spirit rather than being born of the flesh (v.6). 
III. Three “Must” in This Chapter

  A. One must be born again (v.7). ---- To everyone

  B. The Son of Man must be lifted up (v.14). ---- To the Lord

C. I must decrease (v.30). ---- To one’s self

IV. The Great Perfect Thing (v.16)

  A. The great deep love ---- the love of God (see Rom 5:8; 1John 4:9)

  B. The great precious gift ---- the only begotten Son (see Rom 8:32)

  C. The great disastrous sufferings ---- the suffering (see Rev 21:8)

  D. The great pleasant hope ---- the everlasting life (see Rom 6:23; 1Pet 1:4-5)

  E. The great easy salvation ---- believe (see Eph 2:8; 1John 1:12)

F. The great high love ---- the world (see Rev 7:9-10)
V. All the “Most” (v.16)

  A. God ---- the supreme sovereignty
  B.
Love ---- (1) the sweetest word   

(2) the greatest need of human beings

C. The world ---- (1) the widest sphere   

(2) the most deceitful creature

D. So….that… ---- the widest extent
E. The only begotten Son ---- (1) the most beloved 

(2) the most precious grace

  F. Give ---- the most gracious gift

  G. Whoever ---- the largest quantity
  H. Believe ---- the easiest prerequisite
  I. Perish ---- the painful judgment

  J. Everlasting life ---- the richest blessing

VI. The Witness of the Lord by John the Baptist and the Apostle John

  A. He is Christ (v.28).

  B. He is the bridegroom (v.29).

  C. He comes from above (v.31).

  D. He is above all (v.31).

E. He has been sent by Christ (v.34).

  F. He speaks the words of God (v. 34)

  G. He does not give the Spirit by measure (v.34)
  H. He is the beloved Son of the Father (v.35)

  I. He has been given all things into His hand (v.35)

  J. He is the one by whom one can obtain the everlasting life (v.36)

VII. The Contrast between the Lord Jesus and John the Baptist

  A. One is Christ; and the other is the one who has been sent before Him (v.28).

  B. One is the bridegroom; and the other is the friend of the bridegroom (v.29).

  C. One must increase; and the other one must decrease (v.30).

  D. One is from the heaven; and the other is from the earth (v.31).

VIII. The Description of the every aspect Christ 

  A. He who comes from above is above all (v.31). ---- The transcendence of Christ

  B. God does not give the Spirit by measure to Christ (v.34). ---- The fullness of Christ
  C. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand (v.39). ---- The sovereignty of Christ

John Chapter Four

I. Content of the Chapter
I. the Son of God the Savior ---- the Provision of Men’s life

A. He revealed that He is the living water the woman of Samaria (v.1-14)

 B. The way of drawing the living water:

 1. To confess one’s sin (v.15-18)

 2. To worship God in spirit and truth (v. 19-24)

 3. To believe Jesus is Christ (v. 25-26)

C. The result of enjoying the living water:

1. To bear the living witness (v.27-30)

2. To please the Lord (v.31-34)

3. To make that both he who sows and he who reaps rejoice together (v.35-38)

4. To provide the word of the Lord for more people (v.39-42)

D. Life in the word of the Lord healed the one who believed (v.43-54)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 4:1 “Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John”

YLT: “When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees heard that Jesus more disciples doth make and baptize than John,”
Literal Meaning: “the Pharisees had heard”, it was apparently that the Jewish leaders paid high attention to the activities of the Lord Jesus, just as they observed John the Baptist before (see 1:24).

John. 4:2 “(though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples),”

YLT: “(though indeed Jesus himself was not baptizing, but his disciples,)”
Meaning of Words: “though”: and yet indeed, nevertheless;

Literal Meaning: probably, the Lord Jesus preached the significance of the baptism of repentance, and then His disciples baptized those who had repented. Just like the Apostle Paul who preached the gospels but seldom baptized others (see 1Cor 1:14-17).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) What a man “has heard” is usually not the fact, so we shall not rashly trust in any men’s word.

     2) The Lord baptizes with Holy Spirit and fire instead of water (Matt 3:11).

John. 4:3 “He left Judea and departed again to Galilee.”

YLT: “he left Judea and went away again to Galilee,”
Literal Meaning: “He left Judea”, there were possibly two reasons of the Lord’s leaving Judea: (1) to avoid intensifying the Pharisees’ hostility (v.1) for His hour had not yet come (see 7:6); (2) to avoid the friction between His disciples and John the Baptist’s disciples (see 3:26).

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) The Lord Jesus left Judea for His success, not failure. It is just when a Lord’s minister has accomplished his work in a certain place that the Lord may call him to leave.

     2) When we do the work of the Lord, we shall sometimes decide our whereabouts by taking the environmental factors into consideration.

     3) He who is spiritual should discern the hidden facts (v.1) so that he can take preventive measures and escape the unnecessary dispute resolutely.

     4) When the Jews rejected the Lord, the Galileans obtained the grace of salvation. Likewise, when the Israel rejected the Lord, the grace was switched to the nations (see Act 13:46; Rom 11:11)

     5) The previous chapter unveils the spirit of John the Baptist ---- he gave all the glory of fulfillments to the Lord, and then his joy was fulfilled (see 3:26-30). This chapter unveils the spirit of the Lord Jesus ---- He did not esteem his accomplished works but showed His humbleness and modesty in the withdrawal (v.1-3).

John. 4:4 “But He needed to go through Samaria.”

YLT: “and it was behoving him to go through Samaria.”
Meaning of Words: “need”: ought, should;
The Background: from Judea to Galilee, the Jews usually made a detour around the east side of the Jordan through Berea to avoid passing by Samaria. But if one went directly to Jerusalem by way of Samaria and moved on northward, it would be closer and be a shortcut.

Literal Meaning: “But He needed to go through Samaria.” ---- He needed to go through Samaria for the commission of saving the souls in Samaria (see v.13-15, 39-42) but not for the geographic factor.

Enlightenment in the Word: the whereabouts of the Lord’s workers should be determined by the inside spiritual burdens.

John. 4:5 “So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.”

YLT: “He cometh, therefore, to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near to the place that Jacob gave to Joseph his son;”
Meaning of Words: “near”: close by
Literal Meaning: “Sychar” may refer to a small village in the east of the city Shechem (see Gen33:18-19) and it lied in the valley between the mount Gerizim and Ebal.

“Near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph”, Jacob had bought a portion of the field outside of the city Shechem (see Gen 33:19), but apparently the field was given to Joseph later (see Gen 48:22; Josh 24:32).
John. 4:6 “Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour.”

YLT: “and there was there a well of Jacob. Jesus therefore having been weary from the journeying, was sitting thus on the well; it was as it were the sixth hour;”
Meaning of Words: “well”: fountain; “being wearied”: to feel fatigue, toil; “the sixth hour”: it was recorded according to the Roman measure of time. And it equaled to 12 o'clock at noon according to the Jewish measure of time. 

Literal Meaning: “Now Jacob's well was there.” ---- The Scripture particularly recorded the matter of digging well of both Abraham and Isaac, but it never mentioned Jacob dug any well. It is traditionally believed that Jacob’s well lied in the foot of mount Ebal, which was exactly located in the must way from Jerusalem to Galilee northward.
    “Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey”, the Lord Jesus may feel wearied (see Heb 2:18; 4:15) in his humanity. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well.” ---- It typifies that according to the will of God the Lord Jesus was eager to save more souls no matter how wearied He was. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Even though the Lord Jesus is the Son of God, he could still feel wearied and fatigue and sat thus by the well when he walked on the earth. Therefore, only the Lord Jesus can sympathize with and comfort us when we feel wearied in the way of our life, for he had experienced all (see Heb 4:15).

     2) When we feel weary and faint of our minds, we should look upon the Lord (see Heb 12:2-3).

John. 4:7 “A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink."”

YLT: “there cometh a woman out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus saith to her, `Give me to drink;'”
Literal Meaning: “A woman of Samaria came to draw water.” It was 12 o'clock at noon according to the Jewish measure of time, and was very hot. Generally, people there drew water at dusk, but this woman came to draw water singly. Probably she felt herself unworthy of other's company because of her immorality (v.18). And it was also likely that she was despised by others and no one was willing to associate with her.

Spiritual Meaning: “Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink. "” ---- It showed that Christ was earnest and pressed to save sinners.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) When the woman of Samaria came to draw water, she was thirsty. When the Lord Jesus asked her a drink, He was thirsty too. The souls on earth are thirsty and unfulfilled for they have not received the Savior, and the Spirit in the heaven is still thirsty and unfulfilled for the sinners have not been redeemed.
     2) “Give Me a drink.” ---- Through the request, the Lord Jesus revealed to the woman that He had “the living water” (see v.10). It is just when we ask for the Lord that he is going to grant us blessings.

John. 4:8 “For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.”

YLT: “for his disciples were gone away to the city, that they may buy victuals;”
Literal Meaning: according to the Jewish measure of time, it was noon of lunch time. But it was supper time according to the Roman measure of time.

John. 4:9 “Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.”

YLT: “the Samaritan woman therefore saith to him, `How dost thou, being a Jew, ask drink from me, being a Samaritan woman?' for Jews have no dealing with Samaritans.”
Meaning of Words: “have dealings with”: together-use, have something to do with;

The Background: Samaria was a major city of the north kingdom of Israel in the period of the Old Testament and was also the capital (see 1King 16:24, 29). Before 700 BC, approximately, after the Assyrian conquered the north kingdom of Israel, most of the Jews moved to the nations. Meanwhile, the king of Assyria brought people from the nations, and made them dwell in the cities of Samaria (see 2King 17:6, 24). From then on, people in Samaria became hybrids of the Jews and other races, whose offspring are Samaritans. History showed that they had the Pentateuch, according to which they worshipped God, but the Jews had never confessed that Samaritans were of the Jews. 

 Literal Meaning: “Have no dealings with”: “not use vessels together” ---- Jews generally believed that all the Samaritans were unclean, so the vessels used by them were unclean too.

  The Jews did not entirely “have no dealings with Samaritans”, for the disciples of the Lord went away into the city to buy food (v.8), which had actually proved that they had already had dealings with each other to a certain degree.

John. 4:10 “Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, "Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to her, `If thou hadst known the gift of God, and who it is who is saying to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked him, and he would have given thee living water.'”
Meaning of Words: “gift”: gratuity; “living”: alive, quick
Literal Meaning: “the gift of God”, in Greek the word “gift” specially refers to the grace bestowed by God, which is not employed to denote men’s gift.

“And who it is who says to you”, “and” may be interpreted as the epexegetically structure (see 3:5), which means “just is”. The whole sentence is that “the gift of God is who it is who says to you, "Give Me a drink, "”, suggesting that He is the gift of God.

“And He would have given you living water”, “living water” means the water springing out of a fountain.

Spiritual Meaning: “living water” typifies that Christ who is our life (see Col 3:4) will meet every need of men. He is fresh forever, and always provides living water to the thirsty men.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Christ, the most precious gift of God, is the gift of gifts and the origin of all gifts.

     2) Nothing will satisfy a man except Christ. If Christ is not the satisfaction of a man, then nothing will satisfy him. There will be no satisfaction without Christ.

     3) “If you knew the gift of God…you would have asked Him”, men have not obtained the gift of God is mostly on account of his “unknown” ---- he does not know the gift of God at all.

     4) It is true that God has abundant grace, yet men will still not enjoy the grace if they do not “ask Him”. To ask is a prerequisite of experiencing the grace of God.

     5) God is willing to bestow grace to those who ask Him. Sometimes, and it shall come to pass that before men call, God will answer (see Is 65:24).

John. 4:11 “The woman said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water?”

YLT: “The woman saith to him, `Sir, thou hast not even a vessel to draw with, and the well is deep; whence, then, hast thou the living water?”
Meaning of Words: “something to draw with water”: bucket
Spiritual Meaning: “something to draw with water”, it symbolizes the way of seeking the joy of life.

    “The well is deep”, it symbolizes that the life of men is too tough to find joy.

John. 4:12 “Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?"”

YLT: “Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who did give us the well, and himself out of it did drink, and his sons, and his cattle?'”
Meaning of Words: “livestock”: cattle;

Literal Meaning: “our father Jacob”, even though Samaritans were hybrids of the Jews and other races, they still believed that they were offspring of Joseph (v.5).

Spiritual Meaning: “our father Jacob gave us the well” symbolizes the traditional religion and culture accumulated and left by our fathers, through which we can deal with many problems in our life.

Enlightenment in the Word: this verse reveals a principle that we should get rid of the traditional conceptions so that we can obtain the full provision of Him.

John. 4:13 “Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again,”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to her, `Every one who is drinking of this water shall thirst again;”
Spiritual Meaning: “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again”, “this water” symbolizes the physical enjoyment and earthly entertainment, which can not quench the deep thirst of a man. No matter how much material or secular “water” one drinks, he must be thirsty again. The more one drinks such “water”, the thirstier one will be.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Even though one can obtain some satisfaction in his flesh and happiness in his soul from the secular things, it never quenches his deep thirst in his spirit.

     2) If a man has no hope, he will never lose his hope. If Christians had realized the earthly water could not relieve one’s thirst, there would be no sense of thirst or despair.

     3) All those who are desirous of earning the prosperity, reputation, glory and wealth in this world will be hard to avoid suffering from thirsty all the time. If we do not hope to receive help, comfort or support from the world, we will never be thirsty. 

John. 4:14 “but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life."”

YLT: “but whoever may drink of the water that I will give him, may not thirst -- to the age; and the water that I will give him shall become in him a well of water, springing up to life age-during.'”
Meaning of Words: “springing up into”: jump, gush;
Literal Meaning: “become in him a fountain of water”, “fountain”: well (in the original). But this well is different from that well (v.6): the former in this chapter (v.6) is physical and of the soul, and the latter (v.14) is spiritual.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Yes, the Lord Jesus is the true joy of our life: the water bestowed by Him becomes a fountain of water springing up, thus making our life joyful. 

     2) “Springing up into everlasting life”, “everlasting life” is objective and abstract, but the “springing up” of the water of life is subjective and personal. Christians come to know and experience this life in accordance with the enjoyment of God’s life.

     3) Happiness on earth is limited, and cannot satisfy men truly. But blessings from Christ not only satisfy men, even that a man is too limited to enjoy the whole blessings of Him.

     4) Happiness on earth lasts only limited number of years, but joy granted by Christ remains forever.

John. 4:15 “The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw."”

YLT: “The woman saith unto him, `Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come hither to draw.'”
Literal Meaning: the woman began to be interested in “living water”.

John. 4:16 “Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here."”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `Go, call thy husband, and come hither;'”
Spiritual Meaning: when the woman of Samaria asked the Lord Jesus for living water (v.15), the Lord however mentioned her “husband” ---- which typifies his immoral and sinful history. It indicates that if a man wants to obtain living water, he should firstly deal with his sin.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Everyone (including the sinner) can imbibe both the material and soulish water, but if a man wants to drink the spiritual living water he must do with the sin (and ask your spouse also). 

     2) “Husband” also typifies “the law” (see Rom 7:1-4). If a man wants to enjoy the Holy Spirit (the living water granted by the Lord), he should submit to the light of the law, know his sin (see Rom 3:20) and confess his sins.

     3) One should confess that he is a sinner and repent to the Lord sincerely, and then he will be truly saved. When we preach the gospels to others and save one’s spirit, we should not avoid mentioning the matter of sin.

     4) Every time we pray to the Lord, He also points our sins in his enlightenment, which indicates that we must do with our sin (see Ps 66:18) if we want our prayers answered. Besides, it tells us that to have fellowship with the Lord is a good way to be conscious of and deal with the sin.

     5) God is the eternal husband (see Is 54:5) of men, and the eternal reliance. Anyone who wants to be separated from God, he will never be satisfied.

John. 4:17 “The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said, "I have no husband,'”

YLT: “the woman answered and said, `I have not a husband.' Jesus saith to her, `Well didst thou say -- A husband I have not;”
Enlightenment in the Word: men often speak out a part of the fact and hide the majority of the fact, so men’s true words are sometimes another form of lies.

John. 4:18 “for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly."”

YLT: “for five husbands thou hast had, and, now, he whom thou hast is not thy husband; this hast thou said truly.'”
Literal Meaning: “for you have had five husbands”, the Jews believed that a woman could divorce her husband twice, i.e. she could marry third times at least. So if it was the same custom in Samaria, this woman would appear to be of exceeding immorality.  

   “And the one whom you now have is not your husband”, it means that she was cohabiting with a man without legally marrying.

Spiritual Meaning: “husband” typifies the earthly reliance and joy.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Whoever is satisfied by and trusts in things outside Christ ---- “husbands”, who must be uncertain and be frequently changed ---- “five”, will definitely unfulfilled and has no reliance ---- “the one whom you now have is not your husband”. Since Christ is our only bridegroom and only husband (see 3:29; Eph 5:31-32), we should trust in Him only and will be rejoiced forever ---- “will never thirst (see v.14)”.

     2) No matter what sin one hides, it is still naked and laid bare before the Lord, for He is the one who searches reins and hearts (see Rev 2:23).

John. 4:19 “The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.”

YLT: “The woman saith to him, `Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet;”
Literal Meaning: the woman found that the Lord Jesus had superior insight (see 1:49).

John. 4:20 “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship."”

YLT: “our fathers in this mountain did worship, and ye -- ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where it behoveth to worship.'”
The Background: the Samaritans believed that the mount Gerizim was a very sacred place. Abraham and Jacob had been there and built alters around there (see Gen 12:7; 33:20), and the people of Israel had obtained blessings on this mountain (see Deut 11:29; 27:12).

Literal Meaning: “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain”, “this mountain” refers to the mount Gerizim. The Samaritans had built the temple of themselves on the mount Gerizim.

    This immoral woman of Samaria may feel embarrassed when the Lord disclosed her sinful history, so she tried to distract the Lord’s attention to the matter of worshiping God. It was ironical that even a sinner spoke and argued about also the hypocritically religious knowledge. 
Spiritual Meaning: the way of worship in Samaria typifies all the false religion throughout the world. It has been divorced from the right origin and has been totally twisted, thus turning to be the religion filled with men’s teachings and superstitions.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) All the heathen religions in the world today are unexceptionally worshipping gods by the way inherited from the fathers ---- they are false but hypocritical religions.

     2) If a man pretends only a form of godliness and talks with others about things of God, but lives a sinful and random life, he will be actually a religionist who does not fear God at all. 

John. 4:21 “Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `Woman, believe me, that there doth come an hour, when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father;”
Literal Meaning: “the hour is coming”, “the hour” refers to the age of the New Testament. “The hour is coming” indicates that a new age is coming and men shall take part in it through believing (v.23).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Instead of avoiding the topic of that woman, the Lord contrarily tell her more spiritual truth after her topic. When we preach the good tidings to others, we should know how to provide wise feedbacks and turn their attentions back to the truth. 

2) True worship is not focused on places ---- neither on this stray mountain, nor in the Orthodox Jerusalem. Instead, the reality of Christ in one’s spirit should be paid attention to ---- “to worship the Father in spirit and truth (v.23)”.

John. 4:22 “You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.”

YLT: “ye worship what ye have not known; we worship what we have known, because the salvation is of the Jews;”
Literal Meaning: “You worship what you do not know”, the Samaritans have only the Pentateuch. They worshipped the true God, but they did not receive most of the revelations of God so that they only knew God superficially.

    “Salvation is of the Jews.” ---- The Jews who were God's elect were entrusted the oracles of God (see Rom 3:2), and of whom, as according to flesh, the Christ (see Rom 9:5). Besides, the Jews were the ones who first began to preach the glad tidings.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “You worship what you do not know”, it is an exact commentary of all religions in the world, for men always worship God according to their natural thoughts and ideas rather than the revelations of God.

2) We should not please others and not be afraid of offending others, and otherwise it would be rather hard to save them. We should learn from the Lord Jesus to speak frankly but truly.

John. 4:23 “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.”

YLT: “but, there cometh an hour, and it now is, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father also doth seek such to worship him;”
Meaning of Words: “truth”: verity;
The Background: in the Old Testament, God commended the Israel when they worshipped God that: (1) they should be in the place which God will choose to dwell there (see Deut12:5, 11, 13-14, 18), i.e. Jerusalem. (2) They should bring their sacrifices (see Lev1-6).

Literal Meaning: “to worship the Father in spirit and truth”, men at that time focused on the appearance and form of worship, disputing the matter of locations and sacrifices but overlooking the reality of the true worship. Therefore, here the Lord Jesus mentioned “spirit” which was opposite to the “place” of worship and mentioned “truth” which was opposite to the “sacrifices” of worship, showing that “spirit” was the reality of worshiping and “place” and “truth” was the reality of worshiping “sacrifice”.

    “The Father is seeking such to worship Him.” ---- God is seeking “such men”, so there is perhaps only a few numbers of men who worships in such a way.

Spiritual Meaning: the place which God will choose to dwell there typifies the spirit of men, i.e. the habitation of God today (see Eph 2:22). The sacrifices typify the Christ who is the fulfillment and reality of the sacrifices which are used to worship God. Therefore, the Lord taught that woman to worship in spirit and truth, which meant that she could commune with God in her spirit rather than in a fixed place and through Christ instead of sacrifices. For Christ, the reality has come (v.25-26), all the shadows and typifications have passed away.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) In the age of grace, all of the locations, sacrifices, ordinances and ceremonies are insignificant, for one shall worship God only in spirit and truth. 

2) The true matter of worship depends on whether they have the reality of worship, and has nothing to do with the worshiping place.
3) Worship, a matter of spirit and individuals, should be devoted to God in the Holy Spirit.

4) The prerequisite of true worship, according to the definition, is the inside reality and the verity of one’s heart. A worshiper may prostrate himself in worship, but he is not in spirit and not before God.

5) A worshiper should not have the single form, but lacks the reality inside. Conditions of the outside should agree with that of the inside, and the acts should agree with the heart.

6) Where to worship is a matter of controversy, which belongs to the sphere of tree of knowledge (see 8:3-5; 9:2-3). We should switch to the spirit, which belongs to the tree of life (see Gen 2:9, 17).

John. 4:24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."”

YLT: “God a Spirit, and those worshipping Him, in spirit and truth it doth behove to worship.'”
Meaning of Words: “truth”: verity; 
Literal Meaning: “God is Spirit”, “spirit”, the first word of this sentence in the original, is an emphatic word. Spirit is the reality of the nature of God. The word of “spirit” indicates that God cannot be restricted by time and space. 

    “Those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” ---- The nature of God is spirit. To worship God who is spirit, one should worship Him in the spirit.

    “Truth” here refers to the fact that the divine reality has become the reality and verity (which is opposite to the hypocrisy of the woman of Samaria, see v.16-18) of men, and thus men can worship God in truth. The divine reality is Christ, who is the truth (see 14:6) and is the reality of the sacrifices used to worship God in the Old Testament (see 1:29; 3:14). Besides, Christ, the fountain of living water (the Spirit of life) (v.7-15), grants us great enjoyment and abundant drinking, and makes Him our reality in us, thus becoming our truth and verity. Then, we will worship God with the worship that he seeks. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) For God is Spirit, we should worship Him in spirit. Emotional impulse and natural fervency are of no status. For God is truth and loves truth, we should worship Him in truth. Prayers like essays and worship in the disharmony of mind and tongue are of none value. 

2) We have to use our mind and emotions to know others when we associate with others, and we have to use our spirit to know God and commune with Him. 
3) Many people want to search God and analyze God with their mind and thoughts, and yet they consequently obtain nothing from God and know nothing about God since they have used the wrong faculty.

John. 4:25 “The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ).”When He comes, He will tell us all things."”

YLT: “The woman saith to him, `I have known that Messiah doth come, who is called Christ, when that one may come, he will tell us all things;'”
Literal Meaning: “the woman said to Him”, this was the last time that she tried to avoid the matter. She wondered the right worshiping place and thought it could not be dealt with common people and only when Messiah came, He would tell them all things.

“Messiah is who is called Christ”, “Messiah” is Hebrew, which means “the anointed”. “Christ” in Greek is the synonym of “Messiah” in Hebrew.

John. 4:26 “Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."”

YLT: “Jesus saith to her, `I am , who am speaking to thee.'”
Literal Meaning: by these words, the Lord Jesus brought her to believe He was the Christ, thus enabling her to obtain the eternal life (see 20:31), and she believed (v.29).

John. 4:27 “And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?"”

YLT: “And upon this came his disciples, and were wondering that with a woman he was speaking, no one, however, said, `What seekest thou?' or `Why speakest thou with her?'”
Meaning of Words: “marvel”: wonder, admire;

Literal Meaning: “they marveled that He talked with a woman”: according to the Jewish customs then, the rabbis tried to avoid speaking before women in public. “Speak” is the past imperfect tense in the original.

"What do You seek?" ---- It was perhaps a question to that woman.

"Why are You talking with her?" ---- It was certainly a question to the Lord Jesus.

John. 4:28 “The woman then left her water-pot, went her way into the city, and said to the men,”

YLT: “The woman then left her water-jug, and went away to the city, and saith to the men,”
Literal Meaning: “the woman then left her water-pot”, “water-pot” was her tool of living, so the action of “leaving the water-pot” indicated that the prior order of her life had changed.

Spiritual Meaning: “water-pot” typifies the tool of men to seek the joy of life.
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) All those who obtain joy by drinking the living water will leave things (left the water-pot) that entangled them before, and bear witness of the living water.

2) The woman of Samaria drew water in the burning sun (see v.6-7) for she dared to be seen by others. But she no longer escaped when she was saved, and “went her way into the city, and said to the men”. Salvation will bring a man a thorough change.

3) Hudson Taylor: “Many people attempted to be apostles, but I’d rather to be the descendant of the woman of Samaria, for when the apostles went to buy food, she was so eager to save the souls that she even forgot her water-pot.”
John. 4:29 “"Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?"”

YLT: “`Come, see a man, who told me all things -- as many as I did; is this the Christ?'”
Literal Meaning: “Could this be the Christ?” ---- In the original it was an uncertain question which carried a half believing tone. She did not believe perfectly, but this basic idea made the Spirit work further in her. And finally she was brought to believe that Jesus is the Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Many Christians at the very outset had seemingly believed the Lord but lacked complete assurance, but they were willing to open their hearts and finally believed the Lord assuredly.

2) This woman did not even hide her shameful deeds before and made her disgraceful life known to public, which suggested that the one who had truly repented would be strongly willing to bear witness of the Lord. However, if one is unwilling to bear witness of the Lord, he had perhaps not repented truly. 

3) To bear witness of the Lord is to bear witness of both the past and present experience of oneself (all things that I ever did) ---- this is the powerful impact of one’s witness.

4) It is quite a good way to preach the gospel by first raising a question of “Christ” and then directing people to the correct answer.

5) There are two conditions of bearing testimony to men: (1) have seen one’s sin; (2) have seen the glory of Christ. One could bear none testimonies if he has not seen the two points above.

John. 4:30 “Then they went out of the city and came to Him.”

YLT: “They went forth therefore out of the city, and were coming unto him.”
Enlightenment in the Word: sometimes, we sigh and worry that there are no objects to preach the glad tidings and that no one is interested in the glad tidings. Actually, if Christ has been perfectly testified by us, He will draw others unto Him.
John. 4:31 “In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat."”

YLT: “And in the meanwhile his disciples were asking him, saying, `Rabbi, eat;'”
John. 4:32 “But He said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know."”

YLT: “and he said to them, `I have food to eat that ye have not known.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) A sinner has been fulfilled by receiving the living water of the Lord. The Savior has been satisfied by doing the will of God and by making sinners satisfied. To do the will of God and to make sinners satisfied are the food of the Savior (v.34).

2) Man shall not live by bread alone (Matt 4:4), but also by food of one’s spirit. Joy and satisfaction obtained by saving one’s spirit are much better than the increase of one’s physical energy by the physical food. A man may forget his need of His physical body when he is in perfect joy.

John. 4:33 “Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?"”

YLT: “The disciples then said one to another, `Did any one bring him anything to eat?'”
Literal Meaning: "Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?" ---- It could be seen that the disciples then were still considering the physical food.

John. 4:34 “Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”

YLT: “Jesus saith to them, `My food is, that I may do the will of Him who sent me, and may finish His work;”
Literal Meaning: it does not mean that the Lord Jesus did not eat any physical food (see Luke 4:42-43), but emphasizes the important thing in His life is doing the will of God (see Mark 3:20) rather than meeting His need in flesh.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The word of the Lord Jesus showed us that to do the will of God is not a heavy burden which requires great efforts, but just as natural and enjoyable as eating food, and will become entirely full finally.

2) Christians should give priority to do the will of God rather than to food.
3) “Do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work”, it refers to the manifestation of His life and the provision of Christ. The more we give to others, the more we will be fed by His “food”.
4) Whether we are doing the works of God or ourselves can be judged from the question that whether we have enjoyment in Spirit or not. If more works but brings more dryness and poverty, it must be works of us. For when we do the works of God, we will feel increasingly rich and full.

5) If we served Christ in the principle of His boundless fullness, there would be much more and wealthier provision. However, if we served Christ in the principle of men’s limitation, there would be less and poorer provision.  
John. 4:35 “Do you not say, "There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!”

YLT: “do not say that it is yet four months, and the harvest cometh; lo, I say to you, Lift up your eyes, and see the fields, that they are white unto harvest already.”
Meaning of Words: “look at”: behold, perceive;

Literal Meaning: “Do you not say”: “do you not have such a saying”;

“There are still four months and then comes the harvest?” ---- In the original it is a common proverb with a rhythm, which means crops should be ripe in a certain time, it is fruitless to do anything to accelerate the ripe date before the harvest.

“Lift up your eyes and look at the fields”, the Lord Jesus asked the disciples to life up their eyes and look at the fields nearby, for many Samaritans were coming to them.

“They are already white!” ---- It was time for Samaritans to receive the salvation, so they should only preach the glad tidings to the Samaritans.

“For harvest”, he who reaps, according to the law of nature, should wait for a fixed time and reap a harvest, but the disciples of the Lord may have a harvest just at that time.

Spiritual Meaning: “lift up your eyes and look at the fields”, “fields” typifies the world (see Matt 13:38).

    “They are already white!” ---- “they (the crops)” typifies the men who are predestined to be of God.
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is urgent to reap the spiritual harvest. Preach the word, and be instant in season out of season (see 1Tim 4:2).

2) To know and hold the present chance is the most essential thing of doing the work of the Lord.
3) If we are willing to spare some time to consider what the world really needs (“lift up your eyes and look at the fields”), the Lord will enlighten us that there are many souls unsaved around us.

4) Today, the church lacks men who lift up their eyes and look at the fields. Many Christians are unwilling to lift up their eyes and look at the fields, so they feel there seems nothing to do. All those who lift up their eyes and look at the fields will inevitably find that many things in the church need to be none and a multitude of people everywhere need to be served.

John. 4:36 “And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.”

YLT: “`And he who is reaping doth receive a reward, and doth gather fruit to life age-during, that both he who is sowing and he who is reaping may rejoice together;”
Meaning of Words: “gather”: assembly, gather together; “for”: unto, (so) that;
Literal Meaning: “he who reaps receives wages”, here it refers to the disciples of the Lord (see v.38).

    “Gathers fruit for eternal life”, it does not mean one can obtain the eternal life by only gathering fruit faithfully, but means that the effect of his work may follow with him till the eternal life (see Rev 14:13)

    “That both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together”, “he who sows” refers to the workers before them, and here it specially refers to the Lord Jesus.

Spiritual Meaning: “that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together”, “he who sows” and “he who reaps” both typify the preachers of the glad tidings ---- the former had not received apparent fruit when he preached the glad tidings, but the latter received the fruit of the glad tidings.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Fruit reaped in the spiritual sphere is worthy of the eternal value.

2) “That both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together”, among the faithful servants of Christ, there should be not only free from strife, but partake of their fruit of works with each other also.

3) “That both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together”, it unveils that: 

  a). to preach the glad tidings is a matter of life, so he who preaches needs to be grown up. Young Christian will not always reap the fruit of working immediately. 

  b). the fruit of preaching the glad tidings is never the contribution of any individual, but the achievement cooperated by the whole church. 

   c). to preach the glad tidings will enable us the fulfillment of joy.

John. 4:37 “For in this the saying is true: "One sows and another reaps.'”

YLT: “for in this the saying is the true one, that one is the sower and another the reaper.”
Enlightenment in the Word: “One sows and another reaps”, it would be better that one should not take complete care of all when he served the Lord in the church.

John. 4:38 “I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors."”

YLT: “I sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others laboured, and ye into their labour have entered.”
Literal Meaning: “others have labored”, “others” refers to the men who are sent by God and preach the words of God among people, i.e. those who sow (see 36-37).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Seldom has one been saved on account of a man’s work, and many people have many times heard the glad tidings before they receive the Savior. Therefore, one should not be self- complacent for he has brought a man into the Lord and never boast that God could by him only fulfill the works that could not be finished by others.

2) On the other side, when we have concentrated on a certain man or group for a long time, and there is still none fruit. We should continue praying for Him (or them) rather than faint or lose heart. Perhaps once the suitable time of God comes, there will be unexpected fruit.

John. 4:39 “And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, "He told me all that I ever did."”

YLT: “And from that city many believed in him, of the Samaritans, because of the word of the woman testifying, -- `He told me all things -- as many as I did.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: to bear witness shall enable others to believe into the Lord Jesus, so we should never make light of the power of bearing witness in the church.

John. 4:40 “So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days.”

YLT: “When, then, the Samaritans came unto him, they were asking him to remain with them, and he remained there two days;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) One who abides with and communes with the Lord will experience more grace of the Lord.

2) One who believes the Lord Jesus objectively but never experiences the Lord Jesus subjectively will lose many opportunities of enjoy grace. 
John. 4:41 “And many more believed because of His own word.”

YLT: “and many more did believe because of his word,”
Enlightenment in the Word: those who believe the Lord have various experiences. Some believed because of the testimonies of others (v.39), but more believed because of “the word of the Lord Jesus”. God employs different ways to bring sinners unto Him.

John. 4:42 “Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world."”

YLT: “and said to the woman -- `No more because of thy speaking do we believe; for we ourselves have heard and known that this is truly the Saviour of the world -- the Christ.'”
Literal Meaning: “this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world”, the call of “the Savior of the world” has been only mentioned in the other place (see 1John 4:14) in the New Testament. Observe that it is the Samaritans that previously called the Lord “the Savior of the world”. The words of “the Savior of the world” indicate that: (1) the Lord Jesus not only taught men and saved men as well; (2) He not only saved the Jews and saved the whole world as well.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Faith is not received indirectly by the reports or the witnesses of others. Instead, it is based on the living words of Christ.

2) Instead of receiving from others all the time, we should experience Him personally if we want to know Christ.
John. 4:43 “Now after the two days He departed from there and went to Galilee.”

YLT: “And after the two days he went forth thence, and went away to Galilee,”
Literal Meaning: “after the two days”, the “two days (v. 40)” refers to the two days when the Lord Jesus lived in the city of Samaria.

John. 4:44 “For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.”

YLT: “for Jesus himself testified that a prophet in his own country shall not have honour;”
Literal Meaning: “a prophet has no honor in his own country”, in other three gospels, it was mentioned on the occasion when the Lord Jesus was despised by His own country (see Matt 13:57; Mark 6:4; Luke 4:24). “His own country” apparently referred to the country Nazareth in Galilee. If the sentence here meant that He intended to go to Galilee for He had no honor there, it would be rather unsuitable and unreasonable. Besides, it records later that the Galileans received Him warmly (v.45), so some Bible exegetes hold that “his own country” here refers to Jerusalem, which is the true country for Jesus who is Messiah. His Father’s temple (see 2:16) was in Jerusalem, and Nazareth was only His country in his flesh. This saying also agreed with the outset of this chapter, when the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, He left Judea (see v.1-3) ---- it suggested that the Pharisees in Jerusalem had started to oppose the Lord Jesus.

John. 4:45 “So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things He did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they also had gone to the feast.”

YLT: “when then, he came to Galilee, the Galileans received him, having seen all things that he did in Jerusalem in the feast -- for they also went to the feast.”
Meaning of Words: “receive”: accept, take

John. 4:46 “So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum.”

YLT: “Jesus came, therefore, again to Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine, and there was a certain courtier, whose son was ailing in Capernaum,”
Meaning of Words: “nobleman”: belonging to the sovereign (as land, dress, or a courtier), king's, royal;
Spiritual Meaning: Galilee, a place despised by others (see 7:41, 52), symbolizes the mean and low world.

John. 4:47 “When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.”

YLT: “he, having heard that Jesus is come out of Judea to Galilee, went away unto him, and was asking him that he may come down and may heal his son, for he was about to die.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) How shall they hear without one who preaches (see Rom 10:14)? So it is urgent for Christians to preach the things concerning the Lord.

2) The Lord pleases us to call upon Him in the day of trouble (Ps 50:15).

John. 4:48 “Then Jesus said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe."”

YLT: “Jesus then said unto him, `If signs and wonders ye may not see, ye will not believe.'”
Literal Meaning: “unless you people see signs and wonders”, “signs” and “wonders” are actually the same: the former emphasizes the indications with profound meaning, while the latter emphasizes the wonders with supernatural phenomenon.

    “You will by no means believe”, “you” refers to all the men except for the nobleman.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It can be perceived from the Lord’s word of reproach that He is not pleased at faith in light of signs. Instead, He prefers to the faith based on His word (see v.41, 50).

2) If one’s faith is based on signs, but not on His word merely, there would be problems some day (see 2: 23-25).
3) Men often tend to see first and believe after, but a true believer shall believe first and see after (see 2 Cor5:7).  

John. 4:49 “The nobleman said to Him, "Sir, come down before my child dies!"”

YLT: “The courtier saith unto him, `Sir, come down before my child die;'”
Literal Meaning: the nobleman believed that the Lord Jesus was able to heal His child, but he did not know that the sovereignty of the Lord surpasses time and space, so his faith then was not perfect.

John. 4:50 “Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your son lives." So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.”

YLT: “Jesus saith to him, `Be going on; thy son doth live.' And the man believed the word that Jesus said to him, and was going on,”
Literal Meaning: “your son lives.” ---- This is a kind of declaration. 

   “So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way.” ---- This is an action of faith.

John. 4:51 “And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, "Your son lives!"”

YLT: “and he now going down, his servants met him, and told, saying -- `Thy child doth live;'”
Literal Meaning: this is a good example of believing Him first and witnessing Him afterwards.

John. 4:52 “Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him."”

YLT: “he inquired then of them the hour in which he became better, and they said to him -- `Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him;'”
Meaning of Words: “the seventh hour”: it was the seventh hour according to the Roman measure of time, and one o’clock p.m. according to the Jewish measure of time.

Literal Meaning: “the hour when he got better” is a Greek folk saying, expressing that the patient's condition has been improved, and the crisis has been over, and recovering is at hand.

John. 4:53 “So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives." And he himself believed, and his whole household.”

YLT: “then the father knew that in that hour in which Jesus said to him -- `Thy son doth live,' and he himself believed, and his whole house;”
Literal Meaning: “And he himself believed and his whole household”, it did not mean he did not believe the Lord (v.50), but meant his faith in the Lord increased: (1) from reliance to obedience (2) From believing shallowly to deeply; (3) from the objective knowledge to the subjective experience; (4) from an individual to the whole family.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “And he himself believed, and his whole household”, apparently, the Lord pleases that a man as well as his whole household shall be saved (see Act 11:14; 16:31).
2) The will of God is that the family of believers shall be jointed into one on Christ, instead of being divided and broken for the Lord.
3) If we search the words and deeds of the Lord Jesus carefully, our faith will be definitely increased.

4) In order to confirm out faith onto the words of the Lord, we should observe earnestly everything concerning Him.
John. 4:54 “This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.”

YLT: “this again a second sign did Jesus, having come out of Judea to Galilee.”
Spiritual Meaning: the two signs by the Lord in Galilee are tokens, which manifest that the risen Christ has swallowed up all the death (see 2:1-11).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. Two “must” in this chapter
A. But He needed to go through Samaria (v.4). ---- He must go to save the souls.

B. Those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. (v.24) ---- There should be true worship.

II. How to Preach the Gospels to an individual?
  A. To figure out his condition and need ---- why the woman of Samaria came to draw water singly in the scorching hot day (v.6-7)?

  B. To honor him ---- to ask her for water humbly, not proudly (v.3).

  C. From shallow matters to the subject of one’s life ---- from the matter of drinking water to living water (v.10). 
  D. To arouse his interest and pursuit ---- to make her feel the urgency of requesting voluntarily (v.13-15)

  E. To make him be conscious of his problems ---- to lead a man to know his sins (v.16-18)

  F. To correct his false religious notions ---- to enable him to have right knowledge of God and teach him right truth (v.20-24)

  H. To lead him to believe the Savior of the Lord Jesus ---- You should lead him know the Lord finally (v.25-26).

III. Factors Restraining Men from Being Blessed

  A. Different races ---- Jews have no dealings with Samaritans (v.9).

  B. Keeping the traditions ---- our father Jacob who gave us the well (v.12)

C. Unfavorable motivation ---- I may come here to draw (v.15). 

D. Immoral behavior ---- the one who has had five husbands and the one whom you now have is not your husband (v.18)

E. Considering the forms only ---- our fathers worshiped on this mountain (v.20).

F. Different views ---- the disciples marveled that the Lord talked with a woman (v.27). 

IV. The Progressive Knowledge of the woman of Samaria to the Lord

  A. He was a Jew (v.9). ---- They had never met before and had no associations
  B. He was the master (v.11). ---- With an respectful attitude 

  C. Although He was great, He could still not compare with their father Jacob (v.12).

  D. He was a prophet (v.19). ---- A spokesman of God 

  E. Probably, he was the Christ (v.29)

F. He is the true Savior of the world (v.42)
V. Three Conditions of enjoying the grace of God

  A. To “know” the gift of God (v.10a)

B. If one would have “asked” Him, He would have given (v.10b)

C. To “drink” the water that He shall give (v.14)

VI. The Secular Water and the Spiritual Water

  A. The secular water:

1. Which is of men’s work ---- a well (v.12)

2. Which relies on the traditions ---- left by the father Jacob (v.12)

3. Which requires men’s effort ---- to draw water with a water-pot (v.11)

4. Which presents only transient enjoyment ---- to thirst again (v.13)

  B. The spiritual water:

1. Which is perfectly of the heaven ---- a fountain of water (v.14)

2. Which surpasses the traditions ---- the Lord is greater than Jacob (v.12)

3. Which shall be obtained by spiritual way ---- If you “knew” the gift of God (v.10) ---- it rests on the spiritual insight

4. Which presents full enjoyment ---- one will become in Him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life (v.14)

VII. How to Know the Worship Rightly?

  A. One should believe that the Lord Jesus is the foundation of worshiping God. ---- Believe Me (v.21a).

  B. One should know God is our Father. ---- Worship the Father (v.21b).

  C. One need not care about the worshiping place. ---- Neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem (v.21c).

  D. One should not worship God by the natural religious concepts. ---- You worship what you do not know (v.22a).

  E. One should worship by revelation. ---- We know what we worship (v.22b).

  F. One should worship according to the accomplished salvation. ---- For salvation is of the Jews (v.22c).
G. One should worship in spirit and truth. ---- Those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth (v.23-24).

  H. One should realize the right worship is spiritual fellowship. ---- For God is Spirit (v.24a).

VIII. The Comparison of Doing the Lord’s works 

  A. Food ---- one will obtain food to enjoy if he does the will of Him and finishes His work (v.34).

  B. Reap ---- he who reaps a harvest of God receives wages of his own and gathers fruit for eternal life (v.35-37).

  C. Sow ---- to sow the seeds of God (v.36-37)

VIII. The Comparison of Reap a Harvest

  A. To lift up one’s eyes and look at the fields (v.35a) ---- He who does the work of the Lord should be provided with the spiritual insight.
  B. For they are already white for harvest (V.35b)! ---- It will be good chance of doing the Lord’s work at any time
C. He who reaps receives wages gathers fruit for eternal life (v.36a) ---- One’s toil is not in vain in the Lord (1Cor 15:58). They may rest from their labors, and their works follow with them (Rev 14:13)

D. Both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together (v.36B). ---- Those who do the work of the Lord may partake of their accomplishments and be filled with great joy.

E. One sows and another reaps (v.37). ---- Those who do the work of the Lord may co-operate with each other.

IX. The Way of Knowing Christ

  A. The witness of believers ---- because of the word of the woman who testified (v.39)

  B. The presence of the Lord ---- they urged Him to stay with them (v.40)

C. The word of the Lord ---- because of His own word (v.41)

D. The personal experience ---- we ourselves have heard Him (v.42)

X. The Two Kind of Faith of the Woman of Samaritans

  A. The objective faith ---- they believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified (v.39)

  B. The subjective faith ---- they themselves had heard Him and believed Him because of the Lord’s word (v.40-42).

XI. The Faith of the Nobleman at Capernaum
A. The humble faith ---- he went to Jesus and implored Him to come down and heal his son (v.46-47)

  B. The faith being able to endure trials ---- though he was reproached by the Lord, he did not leave disappointedly (v.48-49)

  C. The faith based on the promise of the Lord ---- he believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way (v.50).
  D. The obedient faith ---- his whole household believed on account of his witness of the faithfulness and great power of the Lord (v.51-53).

XII. The Increase of One’s Faith

  A. From “hearing” from others to “seeing” the Lord personally (v.47)

  B. From believing by “seeing the signs” to believing by the Lord’s “word” (v.48, 50)

  C. From believing by holding the Lord to believing by being held by the Lord (v.49-50)

  D. From the faith being restricted by time and space to the faith surpassing time and space (v.49-53)

  E. From the faith not by sight to the faith providing true experiences (v.50, 53)

  F. From the faith of “an individual” to the faith of the “whole household” (v.50, 53)

XIII. The Procedures of Being Healed by the Lord

A. Heard Him (v. 47a) ---- hearing the word of the Lord is the beginning of believing Him (see Rom 10:14)

  B. Came to see Him (v. 47b) ---- one should come to the Lord (see Matt 11:28)

  C. Implored Him (v. 47c) ---- if you do not ask God, you will not have (see James 4:2)

  D. Believed the word of Him (v. 50a) ---- faith is manifested in believing the word of the Lord

  E. Kept His word and went his way (v. 50b) ---- obey in faith

John Chapter Five

I. Content of the Chapter
I. The Son of God the Savior was Opposed by the Dead Religion

A. The description of the dead religion (v.1-7)

  B. The Son of God the Savior came to be the provision of one’s life (v.8-9)

  C. The hostility of the dead religion toward the savior of life (v.10-16)

  D. The origin of the Son of God the Savior’s work ---- the Father (v.17-30)

  E. The four testimonies of the Son of God the Savior

1. The testimony of the Father (v.31-32, 37-38)

2. The testimony of John the Baptist (v.33-35)

3. The testimony of the very works that the Son of God the Savior does (v.36)

4. The testimony of the Scriptures ---- including the testimony of the Pentateuch (v.39-47)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 5:1 “After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.”


Literal Translation: “After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem,”

Meaning of Words: “Jerusalem”: the dwelling of peace, 


Literal Meaning: “after this”, it was “after these things” in the original, which disclosed that the author had an idea concerning the order of time (see 6:1; 7:1).

    “There was a feast of the Jews.” ---- There was none article before the word “feast”, so there were many different suppositions about what the feast actually was. Some held that it was one of the three great feasts of the Passover, the Pentecost as well as the Feast of Tabernacles, for the pious Jews would go to Jerusalem to the feast during the days of the three great feasts. Some held that it was the Passover, for there were altogether four times of the feast of Passover during the three years and a half when the Lord ministered in public, but it specifically mentioned only three times (see 2:13, 23; 6:4; 11:55; 12:1). Some held that it was the Purim, for it mentioned just in the next chapter that “the Passover was near (see 6:4)”. And some concluded that it was the Passover according the record of “the Passover was near (see 6:4)”, and they even claimed that the order of chapter five and six had been reversed and chapter six should be first. Actually, all these controversies concerning the right feast are insignificant since the Scriptures has not mentioned.


Spiritual Meaning: “feast” typifies the day when people shall be filled with joy.

    “Jerusalem”, a city of the great King (Matt 5:35), is the dwelling place of God, which typifies the place where men shall enjoy great honor and “peace”(the meaning of Jerusalem in Greek).

John. 5:2 “Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches.”

YLT: “and there is in Jerusalem by the sheep-a pool that is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porches,”
Meaning of Words: “the Sheep Gate”: relating to sheep; “Bethesda”: house of kindness;  

Literal Meaning: “there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool”, the “gate” of “the Sheep Gate” is also called “market”, but this word does not exist in some old Scriptures. “The Sheep Gate (Neh 3:1)” lay in the northeast corner of the Holy Temple, by which all the sheep used to be sacrificed passed through. The present tense of this sentence disclosed that the pool still remained when the book was written.

“Which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda”, as a result of the function of healing and recovering the illness, this poor was called “house of kindness” (the original meaning of the word Bethesda).  

“Having five porches”, porches were set around the poor, among which one porch divided the pool into two parts, thus forming the so-called “double-sons pool”. “Porch”, a colonnade at a height of 20 feet and with a cover, was specially employed to adopt the patients who lay in it.

Spiritual Meaning: “the Sheep Gate” symbolizes the door of the sheepfold (see 10:1), and the sheepfold symbolizes the law which guarded the people of God before the salvation of the New Testament (see Gal 3:23).

    “Porches of Bethesda” typifies the fact that one finds out his weakness, inability and affliction (see Rom 7:7-24) from obeying the law, thus only coming to look onto the mercy of God (the original meaning of Bethesda). 

    “Having five porches”, the number “five” refers to being responsible. “Porch” can protect one from being wet by the rain or burnt by the sun, so it typifies the protection under the Law of Moses.

John. 5:3 “In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water.”

YLT: “in these were lying a great multitude of the ailing, blind, lame, withered, waiting for the moving of the water,”
The Background: men believed the healing efficacy of the water in the pool, so a great multitude of sick people waited here and were desirous to be healed. 

Spiritual Meaning: this verse typifies that those who have been protected by the Law of Moses are of various sickness by nature in the religious door of the sheepfold: the “blind” symbolizes the one whose eyes inside are closed; the “lame” symbolizes the one who is unable to walk in his life; the “paralyzed” symbolizes being in want of provision of life.

Enlightenment in the Word: the life of a man who has not the Christ will not appear to be normal and will have every spiritual disease. Only when one came to Christ, he might be healed.

John. 5:4 “For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever disease he had.”

YLT: “for a messenger at a set time was going down in the pool, and was troubling the water, the first then having gone in after the troubling of the water, became whole of whatever sickness he was held.”
Meaning of Words: “made well of”: recovered from an illness, healthy, perfect;

Literal Meaning: in some old Scriptures, there were not this verse and the last half part of verse three (i.e. “waiting for the moving of the water”). The Bible exegetes had two different views: (1) some held that it was an explanation added by others later according to verse seven. (2) Some held that it was a part of the original Scriptures, for without this explanation it would be irrational that so many sick men gathered in the porches (v.3). Those who copied the Scriptures later deleted it deliberately in order to make a clear distinction between the superstitious heathens, among whom the offering of holy water was popular, thus avoiding unnecessary misapprehensions among others later. 

“For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water”, the pool might spring water at regular intervals or produce water by seasonal rain, so the water might rise and spring regularly, and water in the pool would be stirred up when the water was rising.

Spiritual Meaning: “an angel” here typifies the Jewish leaders who advocate keeping the law.

“To stir up the water” typifies to provoke others into resolving to keep the law.

“Whoever stepped in first” typifies that if one could really keep the law by his own ability, he would be a perfect man.

John. 5:5 “Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.”

YLT: “and there was a certain man there being in ailment thirty and eight years,”
Literal Meaning: “a certain man was there”, John did not mentioned the actual disease of the man, but it could be inferred from the situation of his difficulty in getting about (v.7) that he might be paralyzed or be lame at least.

Spiritual Meaning: this verse is a vivid picture, and there are several meanings concerning “there” as below:

1. Men shall be filled with joy in the day of “feast” (v.1)

2. Men shall be granted great honor and peace in “Jerusalem” (v.1-2)

3. Men shall be protected from invasion by “the Sheep Gate” (v.2)

4. Men shall receive ample kindness in “Porches of Bethesda” (v.2)

5. Men shall be shielded by the “five porches” (v.2-3)

6. Men shall enjoy rest on “the Sabbath” (v.10) 

    In such above-mentioned sound conditions, even a man had unexpectedly had an infirmity thirty-eight years, showing that he had never enjoyed joy, honor, peace, protection, mercy, shield or rest.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     (1) “Who had an infirmity thirty-eight years”, the infirmities in one’s life are all old weaknesses and deep-rooted illnesses

     (2) For such a man who had been ill for many years had no joy even in the joyful feast (see v.1), and he had no rest even on the Sabbath (see v.10).

John. 5:6 “When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" ”

YLT: “him Jesus having seen lying, and having known that he is already a long time, he saith to him, `Dost thou wish to become whole?'”
Meaning of Words: “be made of”: to be recovered to health, complete;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
      (1) If one does not want to be made well, the Lord will not heal him without a cause. We have not been saved in our will, but one shall be saved in the Lord if he is willing to receive the salvation.

      (2) The Lord’s salvation is only granted to those who have mouth confession and call the name of the Lord (see Rom 10:10, 13).

      (3) The men did not even ask the Lord, the Lord earlier asked him: "do you want to be made well?" Oh, what a great favor! How great His love is!

John. 5:7 “The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me." ”

YLT: “The ailing man answered him, `Sir, I have no man, that, when the water may be troubled, he may put me into the pool, and while I am coming, another doth go down before me.'”
Spiritual Meaning: this verse typifies that religion can provide only some ways to deal with the problems of one’s life (“when the water is stirred up … before me”) but without the power of working with those methods (“I have no man to put me into the pool”), so it is only froth for those who are weak and infirm.

    This verse has also fully disclosed the irrationality of religion: (1) selfish: it forced men to vie with each other and seek one’s own healing in spite of others. (2) To take the branch for the root: the one whose condition was lighter had been healed first, but the one whose condition was worst could never catch the chance.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The mysterious philosophies of life in every religion are so excessive that one can not study them thoroughly throughout his life. However, one can still receive none help even though he has understood those philosophic theories, which cannot provide men with power to fulfill them.

     2) One cannot solve his problems concerning life in his own way, and one can never save him by himself.

     3) All those religions which require keeping and doing the doctrines with men’s power will always ultimately prove that: there is always another one who is better than you, and so that one has to confess that he is not as good as others  (“but while I am coming, another steps down before me.”).

     4) We will fall into despair if we repose our hope of being delivered from sin in anyone.

John. 5:8 “Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk." ”

YLT: “Jesus saith to him, `Rise, take up thy couch, and be walking;'”
Literal Meaning: “take up your bed and walk”, “bed”, a portable mattress which was the bed of the poor at that time.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Once we have been saved, we shall not only “rise”, and “walk” ahead as well.

     2) Many so-called Christians are actually those who are lying on their mattresses with spiritual infirmities and hoping others’ help all day (v.7). 

John. 5:9 “And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the Sabbath. ”

YLT: “and immediately the man became whole, and he took up his couch, and was walking, and it was a sabbath on that day,”
Literal Meaning: “took up his bed, and walked”, “walk” means “to walk all around” or “to walk continually” according the original.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) When the Lord Jesus has asked us to do something, he never withholds the provision of His power. This is the difference between the Lord Jesus and various religions: religion only asks but provides no power, but the Lord Jesus provides His power first and asks men thereafter. 

     2) The Lord’s power is perfected in men’s weakness (2Cor 12:9). Although we are weak and infirm, we may still have strength for all things in Him that gives me power (see Phil 4:13).

     3) To keep the commandment of the Lord, we should make sure that whether it is of the Lord or not instead of looking upon the weaknesses of ourselves.

     4) We had been supported by the “bed” before we received the Lord’s salvation, but we hold the “bed” after we have received the Lord’s salvation. This is the power of life!

John. 5:10 “The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your bed." ”

YLT: “the Jews then said to him that hath been healed, `It is a sabbath; it is not lawful to thee to take up the couch.'”
Meaning of Words: “not lawful”: not allowed, not permitted;
The Background: the Law of Moses prohibited men from doing any work on the Sabbath, but not prohibited from carrying one’s bed (see Ex20:10-11; 31:13-17). Actually, the rabbis prohibited men from carry heavy objects including moving furniture and bearing heavy burdens in their explanations for the Law of Moses.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The majority of those who are zealous of religion focus on the customs of the Sabbath, but ignore the problem that whether men have true rest or not.

     2) The Sabbath was made on account of man, not man on account of the Sabbath (see Mark 2:27). To search and find the origin is a sound way to know the will of God for us.

John. 5:11 “He answered them, "He who made me well said to me, "Take up your bed and walk."'”

YLT: “He answered them, `He who made me whole -- that one said to me, Take up thy couch, and be walking;'”
Literal Meaning: “He who made me well”, he meant that it was not of his own will and he only obeyed the command of the one who healed him.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) He who has the spiritual power has the spiritual authority.

     2) Let those who labor in God’s word and speak in the power of life be counted worthy of double honor (see 1Tim 5:17).

John. 5:12 “Then they asked him, "Who is the Man who said to you, "Take up your bed and walk'?" ”

YLT: “they questioned him, then, `Who is the man who is saying to thee, Take up thy couch and be walking?'”
Literal Meaning: “who said to you, "Take up your bed and walk?"” ---- Note that the Pharisees did not ask who healed him but who allowed him to take up the bed. They find the proofs of disobeying the customs on purpose.

John. 5:13 “But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place.”

YLT: “But he that was healed had not known who he is, for Jesus did move away, a multitude being in the place.”
Meaning of Words: “withdrawn”: convey self away
Enlightenment in the Word: to know the power of the Lord and to know the Lord Himself are different. When we first believed the Lord, mostly we only experienced the power of the Lord, but not the Lord Himself (“did not know who it was”).
John. 5:14 “Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you." ”

YLT: “After these things, Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said to him, `Lo, thou hast become whole; sin no more, lest something worse may happen to thee.'”
Literal Meaning: “Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.”---- It meant “do not sin again”. It suggests that the infirmity of this man resulted from sin, but it does not mean all infirmities are in connection with sin.
    “Lest a worse thing come upon you”, it does not indicate that if he sinned again he would be suffered worse ill. Instead, it shows that the end of his life might be caused into severe judgment and punishment of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “Afterward Jesus found him in the temple”, believers should always live in the environment where Jesus can be usually seen ---- live in the church (in the temple).

     2) This verse discloses the infirmity of this man resulted from sin. Here, the Lord not only healed his infirmity, but delivered Him also from the origin ---- sin. How complete the Lord’s salvation is! So when we are sick, we should look upon the healing of the Lord on one side and on the other ask for enlightenment from the Lord ---- what’s the spiritual reason of this illness on earth? Have we sinned against God?

     3) The eternal result of sin is much more serious than any illness.

     4) To live a holy life is a mystery of keeping healthy for the believers.
John. 5:15 “The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.”

YLT: “The man went away, and told the Jews that it is Jesus who made him whole,”
Literal Meaning: “it was Jesus who had made him well”, note that the Jews asked him who said to him to take up his bed and walk (see v.12), but he told them who had made him well.

John. 5:16 “For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath. ”

YLT: “and because of this were the Jews persecuting Jesus, and seeking to kill him, because these things he was doing on a sabbath.”
The Background: according to the Jewish scribes’ explanations for the Law of Moses, once a man heals illness on the Sabbath, he has disobeyed the commandment, unless one is critically ill.

Literal Meaning: “the Jews persecuted Jesus”, “persecute” denotes “begin to persecute” or “habitually persecute”.

    “Because He had done these things on the Sabbath”, “had done these things”, the verb in the original referred to a proceeding action, which meant it was not an occasional matter, but a frequent one.

John. 5:17 “But Jesus answered them, "My Father has been working until now, and I have been working." ”

YLT: “And Jesus answered them, `My Father till now doth work, and I work;'”
Literal Meaning: “My Father has been working until now”, it indicates that “My father has never ceased His work”. Although the great work of God’s creation has been finished (see Gen 2:1-2), He still rules over the whole universe and is doing work unceasingly, e.g. raise the dead (v.21), sent the Son(v.36), testify of the Son (v.37) etc. 

What Christ has done are: upholding all things by the word of his power, having perfected the redemption and having made the purification of sins (Heb 1:3), to be the surety of believers (Heb 7:22), to purify by the washing of water by word (Eph 5:26), and to build His assembly (Matt 16:18) etc.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God has never been rest since the man had been fallen, for He remembers men ceaselessly and intents to save the souls.

2) There is no retirement in spiritual works. Whenever one stops working, his life stops flowing.
3) We should perform spiritual functions not only in Christian gatherings but also in our daily life (have been working).

John. 5:18 “Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”

YLT: “because of this, then, were the Jews seeking the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he also called God his own Father, making himself equal to God.”
Meaning of Words: “break”: break (up), destroy, dissolve, melt, and put off; 
The Background: the Jews did not oppose the idea that God was their Father, so they might call God “our Father” or “our Father in the heavens”. But they daren’t call Him “my Father”, and they strongly opposed the individual who claimed that he had an intimate relation with God.

Literal Meaning: “but also said that God was His Father”, it does not generally refer to the Father in the heavens, but the fact that God is “His own” Father.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The worst thing today is that the extreme religionist regards their murdering as serving God.

     2) Although men does not like to listen to the truth, we should still learn from the Lord Jesus who holds back nothing of what is profitable (see Act 20:20, 27).

John. 5:19 “Then Jesus answered and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. ”

YLT: “Jesus therefore responded and said to them, `Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son is not able to do anything of himself, if he may not see the Father doing anything; for whatever things He may do, these also the Son in like manner doth;”
Literal Meaning: “most assuredly, I say to you”, this verse intends to remind the hearers to take heed of what He will say afterwards, for it is rather important.

“The Son can do nothing of Himself”, “of” is “out from” in the original. It manifests that the Son is never the origin of anything. What He sees the Father do, the Son also does; the Father speaks, then the Son speaks.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “The Son can do nothing of Himself”, it indicates that the Lord is humbly in the principle of being restricted. “For whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner.” ---- It unveils that He has limitless authority actually. Oh, Christ manifests His boundless power in the principle of being restricted in lowliness. 

     2) Christ “can do nothing of Himself” first, and then he “also does in like manner”. How comely His “can do nothing of Himself” is! How glorious His “doing in like manner” is!

     3) “Sin” means that one does something which is not commanded by God. When God has not initiated anything, man initiates something independently ---- this is sin.

John. 5:20 “For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel. ”

YLT: “for the Father doth love the Son, and doth shew to him all things that He himself doth; and greater works than these He will shew him, that ye may wonder.”
Meaning of Words: “love”: regard others as one’s self, kiss, like; 
Literal Meaning: “For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does”, the Father’s love for the Son is the origin of the authority in the Son’s commission, and this love manifests His work and even “greater works”.

    “He will show Him greater works than these”, “greater works” refers to the fact that the Son gives life to the dead and has the right to judge (see v.21-30).

This verse manifests three things: (1) the Father is different from the Son; (2) the Father is greater than the Son; (2) the Son knows completely what the Father does.

John. 5:21 “For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to whom He will. ”

YLT: “`For, as the Father doth raise the dead, and doth make alive, so also the Son doth make alive whom he willeth;”
Literal Meaning: this verse explains that the nature of the “greater works (v.20)” is that those who are dead in spirit will be quickened. 

“Even so the Son gives life to whom He will”, it may refer to the truth that Christ come today that men may have life, and may have abundantly (see 10:10), even though it may also refer to the resurrection in future (see 11:25-26).

John. 5:22 “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, ”

YLT: “for neither doth the Father judge any one, but all the judgment He hath given to the Son,”
Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord’s judgment is purposed to give life to men (see v.21). His provision of life harmonizes with his ministry of judging the world. 

John. 5:23 “that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. ”

YLT: “that all may honour the Son according as they honour the Father; he who is not honouring the Son, doth not honour the Father who sent him.”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If Christians judge all things in complete accordance with the will of God, the world will “honor” God on account of us

     2) If one does not believe the Lord Jesus, he will not believe God either. And if one does not worship the Lord Jesus, he will not worship God either (see 14:1, 6; Eph 1:20-22; Phil 2:10). 

John. 5:24 “"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”

YLT: “`Verily, verily, I say to you -- He who is hearing my word, and is believing Him who sent me, hath life age-during, and to judgment he doth not come, but hath passed out of the death to the life.”
Meaning of Words: “passed from”: change place, remove, and depart;

Literal Meaning: “believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life”, “has”: to possess now instead of waiting until the future. “Everlasting life” is not only a life till the eternity and a life with a divine nature as well.

“And shall not come into judgment”, it refers to the judgment in the last day. To those who have believed the word of Christ, their sins will never be remembered (see Heb 10:17) for Christ had paid the penalty of sin on the cross.

“But has passed from death into life”, it means that to pass out of the sphere of death and enter that of life. Those who have believed the Lord will never dead in their offences and sins and have already been quickened with the Christ (Eph 2:1, 5)

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “And believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life”, faith is connected with life (see 20:31).

     2) “But has passed from death into life”, believers enter the everlasting life is started when they are on the earth.

     3) “Pass from death into life”, there rests the difference of life and death among those who are believing or unbelieving.

     4) Death originates from the tree of knowledge, and life originated from the tree of life (see Gen 2:9, 17). Therefore, “to pass from death into life” means to change the origin of life.

John. 5:25 “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.”

YLT: “`Verily, verily, I say to you -- There cometh an hour, and it now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and those having heard shall live;”
Meaning of Words: “hear”: listen to
Literal Meaning: “the hour is coming, and now is”, it shows that Christ will not only raise the dead in the last day, and He gives life to men at present as well.

“The dead will hear the voice of the Son of God”, “the dead” refers to those who have been dead in spirit, i.e. being dead in the offences and sins (Eph 2:1). It does not mean those who have been dead in the flesh (see v.28-29).

“And those who hear will live.” ---- “live” refers to those who have been quickened in spirit (Eph 2:5).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) In God’s view, men in the world have been entirely in a dead condition ---- their spirits have been dead, though they still live in body. The only salvation is that “when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live”. 
     2) May the Lord enable us to hear His voice in spirit so that our spiritual conditions can always be kept alive and fresh. 

John. 5:26 “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself,”

YLT: “for, as the Father hath life in himself, so He gave also to the Son to have life in himself,”
Literal Meaning: “as the Father has life in Himself”, God is the origin of life. And life, a gift by God, is of God (see Deut 30:20; Job 10:12; 33:4; Ps 16:11; 27:1; 36:9).

“So He has granted the Son to have life in Himself”, note that it does not mean “to grant life to the Son”, but means “to grant His Son the equal divinity”, i.e. “to have life in Himself”, so life in Christ is not a granted life, but a self- existing one.

John. 5:27 “and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man.”

YLT: “and authority He gave him also to do judgment, because he is Son of Man.”
John. 5:28 “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice”

YLT: “`Wonder not at this, because there doth come an hour in which all those in the tombs shall hear his voice,”
Literal Meaning: “all who are in the graves” refers to those who have been dead in the flesh and buried in the graves.
John. 5:29 “and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. ”

YLT: “and they shall come forth; those who did the good things to a rising again of life, and those who practised the evil things to a rising again of judgment.”
Literal Meaning: “and come forth” “com forth” refers to the resurrection in the flesh. When the Lord, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall come again, those who have been dead in Christ shall rise (see 1The 4:16). But those who have been dead but have not believed will rise after the Kingdom of a thousand years (see Rev 20:5, 12).

“Those who have done good, to the resurrection of life”, it does not mean that one obtain life through his good works. For one can obtain the eternal life only by believing Jesus Christ (see 3:16, 36). God grants us the eternal life for the purpose of making us do good works (see Eph 2:10). The believers’ good works is the manifestation of their life within.

“And those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation”, “have done evil” refers to those who are unwilling to repent or receive the Lord Jesus and refuse the Lord’s salvation. They will go to the resurrection of “condemnation” and be judged, and will ultimately be cast into the lake of fire (Rev 20:13, 15).
The word “do” in the phrase “have done good” and the other word “do (practice)” in the phrase “have done evil” are different in Greek. “One does good” means that one may sin occasionally, and “one practices evil” means that one may sin habitually. 

Controversial Clarification: some Bible exegetes hold that there will be only one time of resurrection according to this verse and with false application of other verses. The good-doers and evil-doers will come simultaneously to the resurrection of being judgment, but it does not conform to the Bible for the reasons as follows:

1. The Bible has manifestly held that “the rest of the dead did not live in the first resurrection (Rev 20:5)”, so it can be seen that there is more that once resurrection. The first resurrection is before the Kingdom of a thousand years, and the resurrection of the evil ones will arise after the Kingdom of a thousand years (see Rev 20:5, 7, 12-13).

2. All the verses in the Bible which mention that there will be a resurrection concerning both good and evil (see Dan 12:2; Acts 24:15) state that “all of” them will come to a resurrection, but not come “simultaneously”.

3. The judgment on all the nations when Christ shall come again in the 25th chapter of the Book of Matthew specifically refers to the judgment on those who shall still live then, but not the judgment of the resurrection of the dead (see Matt 25:31-46).

4. When Christ shall come again in the last day, those who will be caught up before the judgment-seat of the Christ and will be judged, rightly, refer to the believers in the first resurrection, not those who do not believe (see 6:39-40; 11:23-25; 2Cor 5:10; 2Tim 4:1).

5. The Bible mentions those who have relations with the first resurrection as that: “the Christ's (1Cor 15:23)”; “the dead in Christ (1The 4:16)”; “the just (Luke 14:14)”; “the resurrection from among dead…are sons of God (Luke 20:35-36)”.

6. The first resurrection arises when Christ shall come again (1Cor 15:23), and when the trumpet shall sound (see 1Cor 15:52; 1The 4:16).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The final conclusion of men is either “the resurrection of life” or “the resurrection of condemnation”.

     2) “To do good” is not the source of salvation but the result of salvation. All those who still practice evil after having been saved may have not obtained the life of “doing good” (i.e. the nominal Christians), or may have not lived in this life.

     3) A believer who walks in God’s life shall manifest the goodness naturally. But if he walks in his natural life, he will inevitably practice evil and commit sins.

John. 5:30 “I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me. ”

YLT: “`I am not able of myself to do anything; according as I hear I judge, and my judgment is righteous, because I seek not my own will, but the will of the Father who sent me.”
Literal Meaning: “I can of Myself do nothing”, it does not remark that He has none ability to do things, but means that He will never leave God and act independently.

“As I hear, I judge”, “judge” here does not carry any legislative meaning. Instead of judging the law cases, it means to discern what shall be done, and what shall not be done.

“I do not seek My own will”, “own will” refers to the will in his humanity (see Matt 26:39).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The judgment of Christ is righteous for He judges according to the will of Father who sent Him instead of reasoning or “His own will”. Actually, the will of the Father is none other than to glorify His beloved Son in all things. Yes, the glorious Christ is the only standard appointed by God to judge all things (see Act 17:31). 

     2) We believers shall discern a certain matter according to the will of God instead of the so-called “spirituality”, “love of the Lord” or “zeal for service”.

     3) Christians should walk according to the knowledge of God’s will instead of walking independently.

     4) Once a man seeks his own will, he will pervert judgment and fall into false judgment.

     5) Many believers repeatedly declare that they will seek the will of God, but actually they ask God to permit their own will.

John. 5:31 “"If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. ”

YLT: “`If I testify concerning myself, my testimony is not true;”
Literal Meaning: the Lord’s meanings in this verse are as follows: (1) If He bears witness of Himself, the Jews will doubt that His witness is not true. (2) If the witness of Himself that he hears is high above the witness that the Father and the Bible bear (v. 32, 37, and 39), His witness will not be true. 

    As a matter of fact, the witness of the Lord Himself that He bears is exactly conform to the witness of Him that the Father and the Bible bear (see 8:17-18), so His witness is true (see 8:14).

John. 5:32 “There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true.”

YLT: “another there is who is testifying concerning me, and I have known that the testimony that he doth testify concerning me is true;”
Meaning of Words: “another”: one another, else;

Literal Meaning: “there is another who bears witness of Me”, who is the “another” one on earth? Someone believes it refers to John the Baptist, for the all the next several verses have mentioned him. But a more rational explanation is that the Father bears witness of the Son.

John. 5:33 “You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. ”

YLT: “ye have sent unto John, and he hath testified to the truth.”
Literal Meaning: “You have sent to John”, please read the detailed record concerning this matter in chapter one (1:19-27) 

“And he has borne witness to the truth”, the “truth” here refers to Christ (see 14:6). He is the specific expression, revelation and manifestation of the divine reality.
Instead of bringing men to himself, John the Baptist directed others to the Savior the Lord Jesus (see 1:29, 36; 3:28-30).

John. 5:34 “Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be saved. ”

YLT: “`But I do not receive testimony from man, but these things I say that ye may be saved;”
Literal Meaning: “but I say these things”, “these things” referred to the words that Lord spoke about the witness of Him that John the Baptist bore

“That you may be saved”, the Lord Jesus hoped that those who had heard these things could receive the witness by John the Baptist so that they might obtain the salvation.

John. 5:35 “He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.”
YLT: “he was the burning and shining lamp, and ye did will to be glad, for an hour, in his light.”
Meaning of Words: shine”: lighten, show; “willing”: desire, intend;

The Background: the lamp used in the old Jewish family shall shine by adding oil to it. The shining light could illuminate, but it was not light itself. 

Literal Meaning: “he was the burning and shining lamp”, it remarked that John was not the shining light (see 1:8) itself. Instead, he was only a lamp in need of others’ igniting, and the lamp could only shine by the cost of giving up one’s soul in the igniting. “Was”, in past tense, indicated that John might have been bound in prison or even been killed.

    “And you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light”, “for a time” disclosed that the Jewish leaders had never understood the messages by John the Baptist, and their reaction to John was transitory and superficial at most.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Believers appear as lights in the world and hold forth the word of life (Phil 2:15-16) ---- this is the obligatory testimony of us.

     2) May everyone who loves the Lord are willing to be His fire, burn oneself and bring light to the world.

John. 5:36 “But I have a greater witness than John's; for the works which the Father has given Me to finish--the very works that I do--bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me. ”

YLT: “`But I have the testimony greater than John's, for the works that the Father gave me, that I might finish them, the works themselves that I do, they testify concerning me, that the Father hath sent me.”
Meaning of Words: “finish”: accomplish, consummate, perfect;

John. 5:37 “And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form. ”

YLT: “`And the Father who sent me Himself hath testified concerning me; ye have neither heard His voice at any time, nor His appearance have ye seen;”
Meaning of Words: “form”: appearance, fashion, shape;

Literal Meaning: “has testified of Me”, God the Father has borne two witness of the Lord Jesus: (1) by the prophesy in the Old Testament. (2) By the voice from the heaven (see Matt 3:17).

John. 5:38 “But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent, Him you do not believe. ”

YLT: “and His word ye have not remaining in you, because whom He sent, him ye do not believe.”
Meaning of Words: “word”: utterance (“logos” in Greek);

Literal Meaning: that the Jews could not understand the word of God, and it could be seen from the fact that they did not believe the Lord Jesus. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) In the period of the Old Testament, even the people of God could not hear the voice of God or see the form of God (see v.37), and they could only know God through “His word”. Unfortunately however, they regarded the Scriptures as knowledge, and finally they did not know Him truly.

     2) Christ is the centre and reality of all divine things. Only by joining to Him ---- “believing” Him, one can obtain the word of God “dwelling in his heart”, hear the “voice” of God and behold the glorious “form” of God (see v.37).

John. 5:39 “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.”
YLT: “`Ye search the Writings, because ye think in them to have life age-during, and these are they that are testifying concerning me;”
Meaning of Words: “search”: investigate, seek;
Literal Meaning: “You search the Scriptures”, “search”, a word used in mining in Greek, connotes the meaning of exploring, measuring, excavating, adopting and accumulating etc. So it means searching the Scriptures intensively and carefully. This verb can be stated in both declarative tone ---- “search”, and imperative tone ---- “one should search”.

    “For in them you think you have eternal life”, if “search” this verse was in the declarative tone, the whole verse could be interpreted as the meaning that the Jews had searched the Scriptures and had believed that one would obtained the eternal life if he kept the customs of the law rigidly. If “search” was in the imperative tone, the whole verse might suggest that they have searched the Scriptures for the purpose of obtaining the eternal life.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The whole Bible is a testimony of Christ, so we shall read it with the aim of knowing and enjoying the fullness of Christ, not knowing some knowledge or obeying some customs.

     2) Augustus said: “the New Testament is hidden in the Old Testament, and the Old Testament is manifested in the New Testament.

     3) Generally speaking, the outline of the Old Testament is the coming Christ. If someone who searches the Old Testament misses this outline, he will have missed the most significant part.

     4) Since the Bible testifies of Christ, we should not consider the Bible and Christ separately. Every time we open the Bible, we shall embrace the attitude and heart of seeking and seeing Christ. 

     5) The Jews were not ignorant of the fact that searching the Scriptures means not only searching the letter but also seeking the “eternal life” therein. Unfortunately however, it was still in vain for they did not know further that this Jesus who was just before them is the reality of the eternal life. Likewise, it is insufficient for us to seek the spiritual enlightenment and provision of life through the letter. Instead, we should further know that every sound enlightenment and true provision is Christ Himself. Once we target Christ as the only aim of searching the Bible, we may naturally obtain the enlightenment and provision.   

John. 5:40 “But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”
YLT: “and ye do not will to come unto me, that ye may have life;”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Even though one can search the Bible thoroughly, he may have still not obtained life if he does not come to the Lord. 

     2) That a man has not obtained life is not on account of his “incapability”, but his “unwillingness”.

John. 5:41 “"I do not receive honor from men.”

YLT: “glory from man I do not receive,”
Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus intended to say: “it was not because you had not glorified Me that I deeply concerned at heart and spoke the word of reproach, for I did not seek honor from men deliberately. Instead, I just bore in mind the interest of you and wished you to receive the best blessings.”
Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord has never hoped to receive honor from men, so He never be frustrated. Today, many believers are often disappointed for perhaps they still unconsciously want to receive “honor from men”.

John. 5:42 “But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.”
YLT: “but I have known you, that the love of God ye have not in yourselves.”
Literal Meaning: “you do not have the love of God”, it suggested that their unbelieving and being hostile to the Lord Jesus were ultimately on account of their lack of God’s love in their heart. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If man does not respond to God’s love in his heart (see 1John 4:19), he will still have no relation with or portion of life, though God loves the world (see 3:16)

     2) If God’s love abides in us, we will love God more than us.

John. 5:43 “I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive. ”

YLT: “`I have come in the name of my Father, and ye do not receive me; if another may come in his own name, him ye will receive;”
Literal Meaning: “if another comes in his own name”, “another” refers to the false Christs and antichrist. According to the record of history, after the ascension of the Lord Jesus, there had arisen at least 64 false Christs who induced the Jews to believe them. But it was of more possibility that the Lord here might warn the Jews that the man of sin would have been revealed and worshipped, the son of perdition (see 2The 2:3). 
Enlightenment in the Word: if one loves God truly (v.42), he will involuntarily love this Christ who pleases God in both word and action.

John. 5:44 “How can you believe, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God? ”
YLT: “how are ye able -- ye -- to believe, glory from one another receiving, and the glory that from God alone ye seek not?”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) One who receives honor from men can not believe the Lord, and one who does not seek the honor from God can not believe the Lord either. For one who believes the Lord is for the glory of God, and he may often be persecuted or despised by others.

     2) A real Christian seeks only the honor that comes from the only God instead of being greedy for glory from men.

     3) If one pays more heed to his impression in others’ eyes than in God’s eyes, he may have not established a normal relationship with the Lord.

     4) Believers shall fear that God does not please instead of fearing others’ comments concerning their words and walks.

John. 5:45 “Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you--Moses, in whom you trust.”
YLT: “`Do not think that I will accuse you unto the Father; there is who is accusing you, Moses -- in whom ye have hoped;”
Meaning of Words: “accuse”: to be a plaintiff, i.e. to charge with some offence in court (a legislative word); “trust”: expect, confide, and hope;

Literal Meaning: “Moses, in whom you trust”, they regarded Moses as their intercessor and advocate, but Moses had turned to the accuser of them, for the Law of Moses only brought men unto Christ, but they went against this basic principle.

John. 5:46 “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. ”

YLT: “for if ye were believing Moses, ye would have been believing me, for he wrote concerning me;”
Literal Meaning: “he wrote about Me”, the Old Testament including the Pentateuch exactly testifies of the Son of God Jesus Christ that God bears (see Gen 12:3, 22：18； Num21:9; Deut 18:15-19). 

Enlightenment in the Word: all those who know the connotation of the Law of Moses will necessarily know Christ and be willing to receive Him.

John. 5:47 “But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?" ”

YLT: “but if his writings ye believe not, how shall ye believe my sayings?'”
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) There is close relation between the Old Testament and the New Testament. If one doubts the revelation of the Old Testament, he will not receive the revelation of the New Testament.

     2) If one opposes a part of the Bible, he will oppose the rest sooner or later.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. The Vanity of Religion

A. Judaism is a Typical Religion Formed by the Oracles of God:

1. They had the feast (v.1a). ---- The joyful days of worshiping God

2. They had Jerusalem (v.1b). ---- The dwelling place of God

3. They had the Sheep Gate (v.2a). ---- To be protected by entering the sheepfold

4. They had the pool in Bethesda (v.2b). ---- To receive the mercy of God

5. They had five porches (v.2c). ---- To be shielded by the law

6. They had the angle (v.1b). ---- The heavenly help

7. They had the stirring water (v.4). ---- The way of solving one’s life problems

8. They had the Sabbath (v.10a). ---- To receive the promise of rest

9. They had the Scriptures (v.39). ---- The revelation of God’s will

    10. They has Moses, in whom they trust (v.45) ---- The spiritual elder

B. The Real Condition of the Judaism:

    1. In the porches lay a great multitude of sick people (v.3) ---- be in want of the power of life.

    2. Even there was a certain man who had an infirmity thirty-eight years (v.5). ---- No matter how long one lingers in the religion, he could still not benefit from it.

  C. The Reason for the Vanity of Religion:

    1. Religion has only methods or demands, but does not provide the power for men to fulfill them (v.7).

    2. Religion focuses on customs rather than the real joy of men (v.10)

    3. Religion can not deal with the problem of sin (v.)

    4. Religionist even regards murder as serving God (v.18)

    5. Religionist does not know God, and has no God’s word dwelling within (v.37-38).

    6. Religionist searches the Scriptures, but has missed the center of the Scriptures ---- the Christ (v.39-40)

7. Religionist has no love of God within (v.42)

8. Religionist receives the false Christs (v.43)

9. Religionist receives honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God (v.44)

10. Religionist does not believe the Holy Scriptures (v.47)

II. The Contrast between “There be” and “There be not”
  A. Although there were many people and things, without the Lord, they availed nothing. : 

1. There was a pool (v.2a).

2. There were five porches (v.2b).

3. There was an angle that went down at a certain time into the pool (v.4) 

4. There was another who stepped down earlier than others (v.7b)

  B. When the Lord was there, immediately the sick man was made well though there were none other things (v.12).

IV. The Equality between the Son of God the Savior and the Father in Seven Aspects

  A. Equality in work (v.17-19)

  B. Equality in knowledge (v.20)

  C. Equality in the resurrection (v.21, 28-29)

  D. Equality in judgment (v.22, 27, 30)  

E. Equality in honor (v.23)

F. Equality in rebirth (v.24-25)

G. Equality in existence (v.26)
V. Christ Jesus Who is Equal with God

  A. The Fact of Being Equal with God:

1. He says that God is His Father (v.18)

2. He gives life to men (v.21)

3. He judges men (v.27-29)

B. The Testimony of Being Equal with God:

1. The testimony of John the Baptist (v.33)

2. The testimony of what He does (v.36)

3. The testimony of the Father (v.37)

4. The testimony of the Scriptures (v.39)

C. The Teachings for us:

1. One should honor the Son just as he honor the Father (v.23).

2. One should receive the Lord for he loves God (v.42-43).

3. One should believe the Scriptures and the word of the Lord (v.46-47).

VI. The Verity of the Divinity of Jesus Christ

A. For whatever the Father does, the Son also does in like manner (v.19)

  B. For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to whom He will (v.21).
  C. For the Father has committed all judgment to the Son (v.22).

  D. The Father pleases that one should honor the Son just as he honor the Father (v.23).
  E. One who hears the Son’s word and believes in the Father who sent the Son has everlasting life (v.24).

  F. The dead who hear the voice of the Son of God will live (v.25).

  G. For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself (v.26).

VII. Three “No”s in the Character of Christ

  A. He can do nothing of Himself (v.19).

  B. He does not seek His own will (v.30).

  C. He does not receive honor from men (v.21c).

VIII. Two Sorts of “Death” and “Resurrection” 

  A. The spiritual death and risen (v.24-25).

  B. The bodily death and resurrection (v.36-37)

VIII. How to Know Christ?

  A. To receive the witness of Christ that God bears (v.35a) ---- God pleased to reveal his Son in me (Gal 1:16).

  B. To receive the witness of Christ that the servants of God bears (V.35b) ---- Christ shall be magnified in them (Phil 1:20).

C. To receive the witness of what Christ has done (v.36a) ---- The work of Christ manifests His being.

D. To receive the witness of Christ that the Scriptures bears (v.36B) ---- Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom (Col 3:16)

IX. Four Defects of Religionists

  A. They have not heard the voice of God (v.37a)

  B. They have not seen the form of God (v.37b)

C. They have no word of God dwelling in their hearts (v.38)

D. They have no love of God within their hearts (v.42)

X. Alarms raised from the Faults of the Jews for Believers

  A. They are not willing to come to the Lord (v.40) ---- to read the Bible is important, but one should not ignore the Lord Himself. 

  B. They do not have the love of God in them (v.42) ---- One should not be zealous of serving God only, but not love God Himself.

  C. They greedily seek the worldly glory (v.44) ---- one should not seek the vain glory (Phil 2:3).

  D. They do not believe the word in the Law of Moses (v. 47) ---- To believe very Scriptures is given by inspiration of God (2 Tim 3:16).

John Chapter Six

I. Content of the Chapter
I.【the Son of God the Savior is the Bread of Life】

A. Feeding the five thousand by the five barley loaves and two small fish (v.1-15) ---- a sign indicating that He is the bread of life.

  B. Walking on the sea and saving the disciples (v.16-23) ---- indicating He is above all, and the existence of life depends on Him

  C. Taking about the bread of life (v.24-59) ---- those who believe Him will obtain the bread of life

  D. Men’s reaction to the fact that He is the bread of life (v.60-71)

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 6:1 “After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias.” 


YLT: “After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee (of Tiberias),”

Meaning of Words: “went over”: go (aside, away, back, out,...ways), pass away

Literal Meaning: “after these things”, it disclosed that the author had an idea of the order of time (see 5:1; 7:1).
“The Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias”, actually it was a lake named “the sea of Chinnereth (Num 34:11)” in the old times. Afterwards, its name was changed into “the lake of Gennesaret (Luke 5:1)” which was also called “the Sea of Galilee (Matt 4:18)”. Later, Herod Antipas built the new city of Tiberias (v.23) as his capital in the southwest lakefront of the lake, whose name was changed again, namely, “the Sea of Tiberias”.
Spiritual Meaning: the sign of feeding the five thousand happened on the mountain near the lake. Lake, the inhabitation of the devil (see Matt 12:43), typifies the world which has been destroyed by the devil.

John. 6:2 “Then a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on those who were diseased.”
YLT: “and there was following him a great multitude, because they were seeing his signs that he was doing on the ailing;”
Literal Meaning: note that Jesus would not commit Himself freely (see 2:23-25) to those who followed for the signs He did.

John. 6:3 “And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples.”
YLT: “and Jesus went up to the mount, and he was there sitting with his disciples,”
Literal Meaning: the mountain typifies the superior condition (see Matt 17:1-2). The Lord Jesus did not feed the five thousand at “the seaside (see v.1)”, but brought men onto the mountain and then raised the matter of eating (see v.5).
Enlightenment in the Word: if believers want to enjoy Christ, he should keep away from the corrupted world (at the seaside) and thus will be brought unto the superior circumstance (on the mountain).  

John. 6:4 “Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.”
YLT: “and the passover was nigh, the feast of the Jews.”
The Background: “the Passover”, one of the three great feasts of the Jews, was purposed to remember that their fathers were delivered from Egypt by God ---- from the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month, every family would slay the lamb of the Passover, sprinkle its blood and eat it (see Ex 12:11-33).

Spiritual Meaning: with the background of “the Passover of the Jews”, the sign of feeding the five thousand indicated that Christ who had been crucified on the cross was the lamb of the Passover (see 1Cor5:7). He had been slain and shed His blood and had thus become the bread of life (see v.35) for men in the world so that those who eat Him may live.

John. 6:5 “Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?"”
YLT: “Jesus then having lifted up eyes and having seen that a great multitude doth come to him, saith unto Philip, `Whence shall we buy loaves, that these may eat?' --”

Meaning of Words: “see”: look closely at;

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) Difficulties we meet are usually allowed by the Lord who intends to try our faith (see 6:67; Mark 6:48; Luke 20:3-4)

     2) The question of the Lord is purposed to drive the disciples to Him and let them know and experience Him ---- a Lord who has full of mercy and power.

     3) If believers love the Lord, they shall look after and feed the lambs of the Lord (1John 21:15-17).

     4) Only had a man realized that he was nothing, he would finally turn to God who “calls those things which be not as though they were (Rom 4:17).”
John. 6:6 “But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do.”
YLT: “and this he said, trying him, for he himself had known what he was about to do.”
Meaning of Words: “test”: scrutinize, prove;
Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) “But this He said to test him”, what the Lord has said is usually a test for us, trying the real condition of our knowledge of Him and faith in Him.

     2) “For He Himself knew what He would do”, the Lord can never be perplexed by any difficulty we meet, for He is able to freely dominate any circumstance. 

     3) The Lord is filled with confidence before manifesting His glorious work, for the origin of glory and fullness has been earlier treasured in Him. We therefore should not only know His work but also the reality in Him.

John 6:7 “Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may have a little."”
  YLT: “Philip answered him, `Two hundred denaries' worth of loaves are not sufficient to them, that each of them may receive some little;'”
  Meaning of Words: “have”: received, take, hold;

Literal Meaning: “two hundred denarii worth of bread”, “two hundred dearii”, a common worker at that time earned about one denarii (see Matt 20:2) per day. It is said that the wages of a Roman soldier then was one denarii too.

  “Not sufficient for them, that every one of them may have a little”, Philip sought the answer from the physical angle, which manifested his lacking of faith, and he failed in the test.

  Enlightenment in the Word: one’s natural eyes always focus narrowly on the limited things ---- “two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them”. However, it is by faith, not by sight that we believers walk (2Cor 5:7).

John 6:8 “One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him,”
  YLT: “one of his disciples -- Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter -- saith to him,”
John 6:9 “"There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?"”
  YLT: “`There is one little lad here who hath five barley loaves, and two fishes, but these -- what are they to so many?'”
  Meaning of Words: “have”: received, take, hold;

Literal Meaning: “there is a lad here”, “lad” may refer to a little boy or girl, and it often refers to a child servant.  

  “Has five barley loaves”, “barley loaves”: food of the poor families.

  “Two small fish”, “fish” in the original refers to a sort of processed fish ---- salted or dried fish as a condiment eaten with the barley loaves. 

Spiritual Meaning: “five barley loaves”, in Scripture the number “five” is connected with human taking responsibility for something, typifying that the Creator ---- “one” here, takes the responsibility for feeding the we creatures ---- “four”. “Loaf”, a kind of crop which is ripe earlier than any other crops, symbolizes the first-fruit among all the harvest of crops (see Lev23:10), typifying the resurrection of Christ. “Loaf”, a kind of food which is made by barley through the process of crushing, kneading, and baking, symbolizes the life of Christ’s incarnation, suffering and death, thus becoming the provision of those who believe Him in His resurrection.

  “Two small fish”, “two”, a number in the Bible representing testimonies (see Rev 11:3), here witnesses that Christ is far sufficient to meet the need of men. “Fish”, a sort of animal out of the sea, typifies that Christ had been born for us in the world which had been corrupted by the devil. He had never been defiled by sin (just as fish in the sea had not been rotten by the seawater), but was killed for us and shed His blood, which purified us from all sins and enabled us to enjoy Him as our provision of life.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) “Five barley loaves and two small fish” were both insignificant things, which unveil that Christ humbled Himself and even was despised by others, and finally became our provision of life.

     2) “Five barley loaves and two small fish”, it symbolizes both Christ Himself and all things that believers have received from Christ, including our limited power, wisdom, strength, possessions, one’s self as well as the experience in the life of Christ that was died and has risen again. 

     3) “Five barley loaves and two small fish”, once the limited food is devoted to the Lord, it will be much more than two hundred denarii (see v.7). He can meet all the need just by the limited loaves and fish, and even there remain fragments (v.13) 

     4) “But what are they among so many?” ---- What we have in our hands are too limited to meet such a great need.

     5) He who has just believed like a child in respect of the spiritual things may think that what he has had is so limited that he plays a merely insignificant role in the assembly. However, the Lord sometimes does wondrous work by him (see v.13; Matt21:16).

     6) If God intends do a sign, He will place us in a difficult circumstance. If a greater one, He will place us in a circumstance that is of no possibility. Only when our conditions are too hard for ourselves and we entirely switch our confidence from ourselves to God only, will He then perform His miracles. 

     7) We believers may meet the troubles brought by the environment every day, but we shall still do not murmur. Once the Lord has become the Lord of our environment, there will be nothing impossible. 

John 6:10 “Then Jesus said, "Make the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.”
  YLT: “And Jesus said, `Make the men to sit down;' and there was much grass in the place, the men then sat down, in number, as it were, five thousand,”
Literal Meaning: “in number about five thousand”, only men (Mark 6:44), women and children had not been counted in the number of “five thousand” (see Matt 14:21) 

Spiritual Meaning: “make the people sit down.” ---- It typifies that one rest at Jesus' feet (see Luke 10:39) instead of struggling by himself.
  “In number about five thousand”, “five” in Scripture the number five is connected with human “responsibility”, and here it symbolizes that the Lord takes the responsibility of satisfying all the needs of men.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) If a man wants to enjoy the Lord, he should “sit down” at rest in the first place.

     2) Corporate fellowship is different from that of individuals ---- for it embraces a special enjoyment and even much fuller. 

     3) No matter how considerable our needs are, the Lord will meet them entirely and even more than sufficiently.

     4) In Bible it also recorded feeding one hundred with twenty loaves of barley (2King 4:42-44) and four thousand with seven loaves and a few small fishes (Matt 15:32-39). Here, there was the least amount of loaves and the largest number of men who had been fed, for the reason that the loaves were broken into many pieces. It does not lie in the number of the loaves, but the extent how the loaves have been broken that counts ---- the more they are broken, the more people will be satisfied. 

John 6:11 “And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted.”
  YLT: “and Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to those reclining, in like manner, also of the little fishes as much as they wished.”
  Meaning of Words: “give thanks”: to be grateful, to express gratitude
Literal Meaning: “as much as they wanted”: to supply amply according to the measure of every one.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1)
 Before we give something that of ourselves to others, we should first let the Lord “take” it ---- only by devotion to the Lord can we receive spiritual value.

     2) If the limited things of us linger in our own hands, they will be nothing. But it they are devoted to the Lord, they will become blessings for many people. 

     3) The key point does not rest on the amount of the loaves in our hands, but whether the Lord has given blessings or not. Maybe we are unable to meet the present need in the beginning, but if the Lord grants His blessings to us, there will be more than sufficient provisions.  

     4) Do not complain about “the limited things of yourself”, but give thanks for “what you have had”. The more gratitude we have expressed, the more signs of God we will witness.

     5) If the loaf remains perfect, it will never satisfy the need of others. But if it has been broken and distributed to others, it will bring about satisfaction to more people.

     6) We shall not hide the experience that we have obtained from the Lord every time, though it seems so limited. Instead, we should learn to share it with others. 

     7) Our hands are not only “receiving” the grace of God or “keeping” the miracles of God, but rather should be “giving out” to others. The more grace you give and distribute to others, the more abundantly grace of God will be.

     8) It is the Lord that “distributes” the loaves and fish to others. Only is He the Lord who grants bread to men.

     9) We are just the “loaves” in the hand of the Lord. Those who eat the bread are grateful to “the One who distributes the bread” ---- the Lord, not to the “loaves” ---- us. As for the service and provision in the assembly, all glory and gratitude should be given to the Lord, not ourselves.

     10) “As much as they wanted”, we can see that: (1) we shall ask the Lord in faith everything that we need. (2) The Lord provides us what we need rather than what we do not need.

John 6:12 “So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost." ”
  YLT: “And when they were filled, he saith to his disciples, `Gather together the broken pieces that are over, that nothing may be lost;'”
  Meaning of Words: “remain”: enough and to spare, abundance; “gather up”: collect or convene; “lost”: destroy, die, and lose;

Literal Meaning: “gather up the fragments that remain”, we should ruin or waste food, for it is gifted by God.

Spiritual Meaning: “when they were filled”, everyone can enjoy Him and be satiated.

  “The fragments that remain”, it typifies that the provision of the Lord is more than sufficient. 

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) To gather up the fragments that remain teaches us that the grace of the Lord should be valued. Instead of ruining it, we should preserve the superfluous one for possible future use.

     2) We should treasure everything provided by God for our life rather than squander or waste them.

     3) Men have the greatest inclination to waste grace when they are in riches. But our God, though being a God of the most fullness, is a God who most dislikes others’ wasting His fullness.

John 6:13 “Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.”
  YLT: “they gathered together, therefore, and filled twelve hand-baskets with broken pieces, from the five barley loaves that were over to those having eaten.”
  Meaning of Words: “eat”: feed;

Literal Meaning: “basket”: a kind of vessel that the Jews usually take along on their person, which could be hitched on their arms to carry food or other sundries. 
Spiritual Meaning: “and filled twelve baskets”, the number of “twelve” is connected with perfectness and fullness ---- His provision is fully complete.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) If one is reluctant to devote the five barley loaves and two small fish to the Lord, such a few food will be even too limited to satisfy his own. But once being devoted to the Lord, it will produce abundant provisions after the Lord’s blessing.

     2) When we have learned to give the unsearchable fullness to others, we will find what we have received again (“filled twelve baskets”) is much more than what we have presented (“five barley loaves and two small fish”).

John 6:14 “Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world. " ”
  YLT: “The men, then, having seen the sign that Jesus did, said -- `This is truly the Prophet, who is coming to the world;'”
Literal Meaning: “the Prophet who is to come into the world”, the article before “prophet” reveals that the prophet has been known by people, or it refers to the promised prophet like unto God in Deuteronomy (18:15) (see 1:21).

John 6:15 “Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone. ”
  YLT: “Jesus, therefore, having known that they are about to come, and to take him by force that they may make him king, retired again to the mountain himself alone.”
  Meaning of Words: “force”: seize, catch up (violently);

Literal Meaning: “they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king”, the Jews at that time longed earnestly for the coming of the Messiah to lead them to overthrow the Roman government and establish an Jewish Kingdom independent sovereignty. 

  “He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.” ---- It is true that the Lord Jesus is the Messiah (Christ) of God, but He came into the world to be the Savior of the whole world, not to establish a political Jewish kingdom. Prophesies concerning the kingdom of the Messiah in the Old Testament will not be fulfilled until the second coming of the Lord Jesus. In this case therefore, He had to depart to the mountain alone.   

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) “They were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king.” ---- Servants of the Lord should not fulfill the ministry of the assembly by the force of the world (see Zech 4:6).  

     2) “They were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king.” ---- One should be subject to the Lord instead of forcing Him.

     3) One may take the Lord by force to make Him do something for his own profit ---- even “he takes Him by force to make Him king”, proving that he regards the Lord as a tool only.

     4) “He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.” ---- If a servant of God is high held among others, “to depart” will be the best way to avoid the harm of being held by men.

     5) “To depart” means refusing the gain of the world. “To depart” presents a chance to prove that God is the contentment of men. “To depart” has exactly testified that one has already taken God as his real joy. 

John 6:16 “Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea,”
  YLT: “And when evening came, his disciples went down to the sea,”
Spiritual Meaning: “now when evening came”, it refers to the period from the ascension of Christ to His second coming. The world has been in a long dark night.

  “His disciples went down to the sea”, “sea” typifies the world.

  Enlightenment in the Word: now the night is far spent, and the day is near (Rom 13:12). Though we feel the world be filled with deep darkness, the Lord the day star is just about to appear. 

John 6:17 “got into the boat, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was already dark, and Jesus had not come to them. ”
  YLT: “and having entered into the boat, they were going over the sea to Capernaum, and darkness had already come, and Jesus had not come unto them,”
Spiritual Meaning: “got into the boat”, “boat” typifies the church. The church on the earth is just like the boat in the sea.

  “And went over the sea toward Capernaum,” it symbolizes the believers on the earth are only sojourners who are on the journey to a better and heavenly home (Heb 11:13-16).

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) The sign of “five barley loaves and two small fish” unveiled that the Lord had been dead for us on the cross, thus enabling us to enjoy His life. “Going over the sea” remarked that the Lord had become the enjoyment of our life, thus giving us strength to walk in the heavenly way ---- just as the people of Israel who ate the lambs of the Passover to walk in the way out of Egypt. So when they were eating, their loins shall be girded, their sandals on their feet, and their staff in their hand (see Ex 12:11, 42).

     2) There is a way in which we shall walk after we have been saved. It is of most crucial significance for every Christian to seek the ordained way by the Lord and walk in it faithfully.

     3) The boat remains still in the sea and has not got into shore, and our journey has not arrived at the destination. The problem of eternal life and death has been resolved, but the end in the future ---- victory or failure, “being faithful till the end” or “giving up halfway” ---- depends on how we run today.

     4) “Jesus had not come to them.” ---- The Lord leaves us in the world to run the way that He has ordained. But we shall not faint for He will come again. 

John 6:18 “Then the sea arose because a great wind was blowing.”
  YLT: “the sea also -- a great wind blowing -- was being raised,”
  Meaning of Words: “blow”: breathe hard;

  The Background: the climatic condition of the Sea of Galilee was of great unpredictability, and the violent windstorm occurred frequently. 

Spiritual Meaning: “sea” symbolizes the world at present. “Wind” symbolizes the temptations and troubles in the environment raised by the power of darkness.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Since the church is on the earth, attacks and obstructions from the enemy are unavoidable.

     2) If a believer has proceeded smoothly in the world, it is unusual. And moreover, such prosperity may even prevent him from experiencing the peace in the Lord (see 16:33).

     3) If a believer stands for the sake of the Lord, he will inevitably suffer from the adverse wind. To row in the adverse wind is much better than to drift in the smooth wind. To drift in the smooth wind does not require any labor, but it will never lead a man to the end. It requires little labor to love the world, but it will definitely make a men draw back and fall down.  

     4) The darker the environment is (“it was already dark” v.17), the sooner we will meet our Lord (or the Lord will come to meet us).

John 6:19 “So when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and drawing near the boat; and they were afraid. ”
  YLT: “having pushed onwards, therefore, about twenty-five or thirty furlongs, they behold Jesus walking on the sea, and coming nigh to the boat, and they were afraid;”
Literal Meaning: “about three or four miles”, “three or four miles”: about 25 stadion in the original, i.e. about 5 miles.

  “Jesus walking on the sea”, it shows that the Lord is the sovereign over all things who has the surpassing power (see Ps 89:9; Is 51:10, 15; Jem 31:35).

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Although the Lord Jesus had departed again to the mountain by Himself alone (see v.15), he did not forget the disciples who were laboring in rowing in the dark sea and walked in the sea to help them. No matter how dark, afflictive or difficult the circumstance is, the Lord will never forget us. Moreover, He will come to visit and help us on a most proper occasion. 

     2) The risen and ascended Christ has surpassed the sin, the death, the world, Satan and all the troubles ---- Jesus is “walking on the sea”.

     3) The Lord Jesus can walk in the terrible waves of life and trample over every troubles (“walking on the sea”), so we shall supplicate Him when we undergo any hardship.

     4) On account of our lack of knowledge of the Lord, we will be afraid and even regard Him as an apparition (see Mark 6:49) when we see the wondrous works of the Lord (“saw Jesus walking on the sea”). Therefore, do not draw a hasty conclusion to the unknown things according to our traditional thoughts and old conceptions, for it will be instantly clear when the Lord speaks directly (v.20).

     5) The church will pass from the present age to the eternity, and the Lord is about to greet us. This Lord who prays for and looks after His church is the Lord who walks in the waves. He is far above every principality and authority and has put all things under his feet (Eph 1:21-22).

John 6:20 “But He said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." ”
  YLT: “and he saith to them, `I am , be not afraid;'”
Literal Meaning: “It is I; do not be afraid.” ---- “It is I”: it is I am (literal translation). God’s name is “I AM THAT I AM” (Ex 3:14). The moment when the Lord said “I am”, men went away backward and fell to the ground (see 18:4-6) for He is God.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) If there is the presence of the Lord, we shall take courage and not be afraid.

     2) We shall be comforted in every adverse situation if there is the word of the Lord. May the Lord often grant us “a word” (Matt 8:8) which will be sufficient to satisfy our need.

     3) Only can those who have intimate fellowship with the Lord and are familiar with Him recognize this voice of “I am” and have obtained comfort and encouragement. That’s why we shall draw near the Lord as much as possible.

John 6:21 “Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land where they were going.”
  YLT: “they were willing then to receive him into the boat, and immediately the boat came unto the land to which they were going.”
Literal Meaning: “and immediately the boat was at the land where they were going” someone held that this is the third miracle in this chapter. Anyway, it also suggested that the boat had come onto the land safely for the sake of the Lord’s presence in the boat.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) As long as the Lord has been in our boat, all the winds and waves will be passed away and the boat will arrive at the destination.

     2) The Lord takes care of men that are running the heavenly way like us, and always personally leads us to pass through difficulties. 

     3) We should receive the Lord into our “boat” ---- our marriage, family, career and etc., thus enjoying peace with Him in the journey of life.

John 6:22 “On the following day, when the people who were standing on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other boat there, except that one which His disciples had entered, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples, but His disciples had gone away alone--”
  YLT: “On the morrow, the multitude that was standing on the other side of the sea, having seen that there was no other little boat there except one -- that into which his disciples entered -- and that Jesus went not in with his disciples into the little boat, but his disciples went away alone,”
Literal Meaning: “the people who were standing on the other side of the sea”, “the other side of the sea” referred to the east side of the Sea of Galilee. “The people” did not mean all those who were fed with loaves, but those who stayed there that night.

  This verse indicated that the people felt confused when they could not find the Lord Jesus since they had known that He had not entered the only boat there with His disciples.

John 6:23 “however, other boats came from Tiberias, near the place where they ate bread after the Lord had given thanks--”
  YLT: “(and other little boats came from Tiberias, nigh the place where they did eat the bread, the Lord having given thanks),”
Literal Meaning: “other boats came from Tiberias”, the boats came from the opposite shore. “Tiberias” lies in the southeast bank of the Sea of Galilee. After the destruction of the city Jerusalem in 70 AD, Tiberias became a center of research and studies for the Jews.  

John 6:24 “when the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they also got into boats and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. ”
  YLT: “when therefore the multitude saw that Jesus is not there, nor his disciples, they also themselves did enter into the boats, and came to Capernaum seeking Jesus;”
Literal Meaning: “the people” refers to some of the people who are feed with loaves, not all of them.
“Got into boats and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus”, since the people could not find Jesus nearby, they had to guess the most possible place that Jesus might go ---- Capernaum ---- and came to find Him. 

John 6:25 “And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, "Rabbi, when did You come here?" ”
  YLT: “and having found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, `Rabbi, when hast thou come hither?'”
Literal Meaning: “when did You come here?” ---- The people were surprised by two points as below: (1) when did the Lord Jesus come? (2) How did He come?

John 6:26 “Jesus answered them and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. ”
  YLT: “Jesus answered them and said, `Verily, verily, I say to you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw signs, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were satisfied;”
  Meaning of Words: “fill”: to gorge (supply food in abundance), satisfy;

Literal Meaning: “because you ate of the loaves and were filled.” ---- In the original it remarked that one had been satisfied by only loaves and sought none other things, so the Lord exhorted them to labor for the everlasting food (see v.27). 

  Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord does not like men to seek Him merely for the enjoyment of the world and in the flesh (to be fed with loaves).

John 6:27 “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him." ”
  YLT: “work not for the food that is perishing, but for the food that is remaining to life age-during, which the Son of Man will give to you, for him did the Father seal -- God.'”
  Meaning of Words: “perish”: destroy, die, and lose; “labor”: be engaged in or with, work; “seal”: to stamp (with a signet or private mark) for security or preservation, attest;

  The Background: “God the Father has set His seal on Him.” ---- When a man sets his seal on a document, the document has been fully authorized by him, proving that the document has become true and changeless.

Literal Meaning: “do not labor for the food which perishes”: “do not labor for the material food which satisfies one’s need in the flesh only”. The Lord here does not intend to prohibit us from laboring for food that meets our need in the flesh (see 2The 3:10), but means that it should neither be the focus of our labor nor the entirety.

  “But for the food which endures to everlasting life”, “the food which endures to everlasting life” refers to the spiritual food which could feed our spiritual life. “Labor” here does not only refer to physical labor but also spiritual labor in one’s mind (see Phil 1:27) ---- especially “faith” (v.29).

  “The Son of Man will give you”, it suggests that “the food which endures to everlasting life” is actually not an object which could be gained by men’s own strength, but a gift of Christ.

    “God the Father has set His seal on Him”: “God the Father has appointed and testified of Him”.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life.” ---- It reminded us that the ultimate intention of our life should not be earthly, transient or perishing things, but the ever-existing Christ.

     2) All those who have not realized the value of the inner life will be only satisfied by the external and material enjoyment. But once we have tasted the relish of the inner life, we will turn to seek the internal enjoyment of life.

John 6:28 “Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" ”
  YLT: “They said therefore unto him, `What may we do that we may work the works of God?'”
Literal Meaning: “what shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” ---- “the works of God” refers to all the works that please God.

  This question disclosed that they thought “the food which endured to everlasting life” could be gained by “doing the works of God”. They had not even understood the words of “which the Son of Man would give you” at all.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Men’s natural concept concerning the works of God may focus on “doing” ---- those visible works of men.

     2) It is the concept of the fallen race always wants to do something for God

     3) Those who want to do works for God believe that they are capable enough to do the works of God. If we have really known the conditions of us, we will confess that we can do nothing by ourselves.

John 6:29 “Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent." ”
  YLT: “Jesus answered and said to them, `This is the work of God, that ye may believe in him whom He did send.'”
Literal Meaning: “this is the work of God that you believe in Him whom He sent.” ---- “The work of God” refers to the work of God Himself. In brief, to believe God is to do the work of God. For it is God, not men that works. To believe God is to receive the work of God.

  Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) We can see from this verse the idea of the Lord is completely opposite to that of men ---- it is “believing” rather than “working” that enables a man to do the work of God ---- it is receiving, not giving; it is by God, not for God.

     2) To believe Jesus Christ is the only work that one can do and that is acceptable to God (see Eph 2:9; 1John 3:23).

     3) If one serves God in faith, what he has done are works of God though there are not many. If one lacks faith when serving God, what he has done are not works of God though there are many. 

     4) In faith, there is none men’s labor or capability. “Men should only believe” unveils that men are unable to do anything.  

     5) Only can God do the work of God. Men can not do the work of God and has no portion of it either.

John 6:30 “Therefore they said to Him, "What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do? ”
  YLT: “They said therefore to him, `What sign, then, dost thou, that we may see and may believe thee? what dost thou work?”
Literal Meaning: “what sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You?” ---- They believe that only “sign” from the heaven is the substantial evidence to prove that He has been sealed by God.

John 6:31 “Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, "He gave them bread from heaven to eat."'”
  YLT: “our fathers the manna did eat in the wilderness, according as it is having been written, Bread out of the heaven He gave them to eat.'”
  Meaning of Words: “manna”: what is this?

  The Background: after the people of Israel had been out of Egypt, they murmured against Moses for hungry. Then Jehovah God rained manna from heaven for their bread, and the people of Israel ate for the whole 40 years until they had entered the land of Canaan (see Ex 16). 

Literal Meaning: “he gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ---- It was a common notion among the Jews that when the Messiah came, He would rain manna from heaven for them again. The people might think that what the Lord Jesus had done at that time was far inferior to that of Moses. He only fed five thousand once, but Moses fed the whole nation for the whole 40 years. Therefore, they thought if the Lord Jesus was the Messiah, he had to be capable of doing greater miracles than Moses.

Note that it was misunderstood by the people that it was Moses that gave them manna from heaven to eat, but actually the true giver is God Himself, not Moses.

John 6:32 “Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. ”
  YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to them, `Verily, verily, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread out of the heaven; but my Father doth give you the true bread out of the heaven;”
Literal Meaning: “but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven”, the present tense of the word “gives” indicates that the Father not only gave men the true bread from heaven in the past but also gives it to men at present.

  “True bread” is relative to “manna”, which discloses that manna in the past was not the true bread for those who had eaten the manna died (v.49).
Spiritual Meaning: “manna” typifies the fact that Christ is men’s spiritual bread (1 Cor10:3-4), so “the true bread from heaven” is just Christ Himself.

John 6:33 “For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." ”
  YLT: “for the bread of God is that which is coming down out of the heaven, and giving life to the world.'”
Literal Meaning: “of God” and “from heaven (v.32)” are reciprocal synonyms.

    “Is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world”, it indicates two features of “the bread of God”: (1) it comes down from heaven (2) it is able to give life to men.

  Enlightenment in the Word: “the bread of God” is none other things but Christ Himself who gives life to men.

John 6:34 “Then they said to Him, "Lord, give us this bread always." ”
  YLT: “They said, therefore, unto him, `Sir, always give us this bread.'”
Literal Meaning: “give us this bread always”, the thought of them was still restrained in the material sphere so that they regarded “this bread” and the Lord Jesus as separate. 

John 6:35 “And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. ”
  YLT: “And Jesus said to them, `I am the bread of the life; he who is coming unto me may not hunger, and he who is believing in me may not thirst -- at any time;”
Literal Meaning: “I am the bread of life.” ---- This is the first time that the Lord Jesus applies the phrase “I am” to describe His self in this book (see 48; 8:12; 9:5; 10:7, 9, 11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5). This phrase in the original carried a solemn and emphatic tone, indicating that He is the God ---- “I AM THAT AM (Ex 3:14)”.

  “The bread of life” refers to the bread which “makes men alive” or “gives life to men” (v.51).

  “He who comes to Me … he who believes in Me …” ---- it unveils that “to believe” the Lord Jesus is to come to Him.

  “Shall never hunger … shall never thirst…” ---- it indicates that the bread given by the Lord Jesus has the characteristics as follows: (1) it is true. (2) It is perfect. (2) It is everlasting.

  Enlightenment in the Word: one should eat the material food to satisfy his hunger in the flesh. In like manner, one should eat the Lord who is the bread of life to satisfy his hunger in his spirit.
John 6:36 “But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe. ”
  YLT: “but I said to you, that ye also have seen me, and ye believe not;”
John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. ”
  YLT: “all that the Father doth give to me will come unto me; and him who is coming unto me, I may in no wise cast without,”
  Meaning of Words: “cast out”: drive (out), expel; 

Literal Meaning: “all that the Father gives Me”: those who are drawn by the Father (see v.44).

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) The gift of the Father is the origin of our faith in the Lord. The preservation of the Son is the origin of our firm assurance till the end. 

     2) Since the salvation does not originate from us, we shall freely commit ourselves into the Lord. For we may fail, but the Lord the Lord will never fail.

John 6:38 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. ”
  YLT: “because I have come down out of the heaven, not that I may do my will, but the will of Him who sent me.”
Literal Meaning: “I have come down from heaven.” ---- This sentence has repeated for six times in this paragraph (see v.33, 41, 50-51, 58), stressing the heavenly origin of the Lord Jesus.

“Not to do My own will”, “My own will” refers to the will of the Lord Jesus in His humanity. Although His will was distinct from that of “the One who sent Him”, He had actually never sought His own will (see Matt 26:39), so the two wills remained absolutely identical.

John 6:39 “This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. ”
  YLT: “`And this is the will of the Father who sent me, that all that He hath given to me I may not lose of it, but may raise it up in the last day;”
  Meaning of Words: “lose”: destroy, mar, and perish;

Literal Meaning: “should raise it up at the last day”, “the last day (see v.40, 44, 54)” here specifically refers to the day that the Lord shall descend from heaven (see 1The 4:16). Here it means that although those who have believed the Lord shall die, they will still be raised up, showing that death will never prevail against life gifted by Christ.

This verse indicates that those who have believed the Lord will be kept in Christ till the last day.

John 6:40 “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day." ”
  YLT: “and this is the will of Him who sent me, that every one who is beholding the Son, and is believing in him, may have life age-during, and I will raise him up in the last day.'”
Literal Meaning: “that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him”, it can be comprehended through the original meaning of the verb “see” like this: “that everyone who ponders who the Son really is and thus believes Him”.

  Enlightenment in the Word: the will of the Father has appointed us that: (1) to see Christ ---- “sees the Son” (2) to be joined unto Christ ---- “believes” (3) to enjoy His full life ---- “obtain the everlasting life” (4) to enter the ultimate glory ---- “raise him up at the last day”.

John 6:41 “The Jews then complained about Him, because He said, "I am the bread which came down from heaven." ”
  YLT: “The Jews, therefore, were murmuring at him, because he said, `I am the bread that came down out of the heaven;'”
  Meaning of Words: “complained about”: grumble, murmur;

John 6:42 “And they said, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How is it then that He says, "I have come down from heaven'?" ”
  YLT: “and they said, `Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we have known? how then saith this one -- Out of the heaven I have come down?'”
  Meaning of Words: “know”: understand
  Enlightenment in the Word: things that we had known before we received the Lord tend to become a hindrance for us to know the Lord.

John 6:43 “Jesus therefore answered and said to them, "Do not murmur among yourselves.”
  YLT: “Jesus answered, therefore, and said to them, `Murmur not one with another;”
  Meaning of Words: “murmur”: complain;

John 6:44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.”
  YLT: “no one is able to come unto me, if the Father who sent me may not draw him, and I will raise him up in the last day;”
Literal Meaning: “the Father who sent Me draws him”, “draw” carries the meaning of drawing for oneself.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) One can never come to the Lord by himself, but the one who is drawn by the Father will come.

     2) The Father intends to draw and bring us to the Lord Jesus. Have the innermost depths of one's hearts been drawn to draw near the Lord Jesus?

John 6:45 “It is written in the prophets, "And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.”
  YLT: “it is having been written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God; every one therefore who heard from the Father, and learned, cometh to me;”
  Meaning of Words: “taught”: instructed; “learn”: understand;

Literal Meaning: “and they shall all be taught by God” it is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (54:13).

    “Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.” ---- “Has heard the Father” refers to the external apprehension, and the word “learned” refers to the internal apprehension. It reveals that there are three procedures of God leading men: (1) God leads men initially by His word (2) The word of God makes men know His will further. (3) All those who have known the will of God will be drawn unto Christ.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) The Father draws men to draw near Christ (v.44), and teaches men to come unto Christ. If we have been drawn by the Father internally and have been taught by God externally, we will certainly find that only the precious Christ is the unique goal which we shall come unto.

     2) Only can those who are willing to be taught by God come to the Lord and receive the salvation, so we shall not despise the heart of the instructed.

John 6:46 “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He who is from God; He has seen the Father.”
  YLT: “not that any one hath seen the Father, except he who is from God, he hath seen the Father.”
Literal Meaning: “he who is from God” refers to the Lord Jesus.

John 6:47 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. ”
  YLT: “`Verily, verily, I say to you, He who is believing in me, hath life age-during;”
Literal Meaning: “he who believes in Me has everlasting life”: he that believes on the Son has everlasting life (see 3:36).

John 6:48 “I am the bread of life.”
  YLT: “I am the bread of the life;”
Literal Meaning: please see the commentary of verse 35.

John 6:49 “Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead.”
  YLT: “your fathers did eat the manna in the wilderness, and they died;”
Literal Meaning: “and are dead”, refers to the physical death.

John 6:50 “This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. ”
  YLT: “this is the bread that out of the heaven is coming down, that any one may eat of it, and not die.”
Literal Meaning: “that one may eat of it and not die”, it shows that one’s spiritual life will not die.

  Enlightenment in the Word: “ate the manna in the wilderness, and are dead (v.49)”, the traditional way which has been used by God may not necessarily bring fresh effect now. “The bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.” ---- It remarks that only the full Christ is the everlasting and ever-fresh provision of men.

John 6:51 “I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world." ”
  YLT: “`I am the living bread that came down out of the heaven; if any one may eat of this bread he shall live -- to the age; and the bread also that I will give is my flesh, that I will give for the life of the world.'”
Literal Meaning: “I am the living bread which came down from heaven.” ---- “the living bread” in this verse is different from “the bread of life” in verse 35. The former indicates the bread is living, and the latter shows the nature of the bread is life.

  “The bread that I shall give is My flesh.” ---- To become the provision (bread) of one’s life, Christ should firstly deliver His body (flesh) up in order to redeem the sin of men. And it also indicates that one shall receive His redemption (flesh) first and then enjoy Him as his provision (bread) of life.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Our life in the flesh is fed by the food on the earth, but our spiritual life is fed by the Lord who is our spiritual food. May we often draw near and enjoy the Lord and regard Him as our joy, thus keeping our spiritual life live forever. 

     2) “Bread” indicates that Christ is our provision. “Flesh” and “blood” (v.54) show that Christ who has been crucified on the cross is our provision. So the center of the glad tidings is to preach “Christ crucified” (1 Cor1:23).

John 6:52 “The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves, saying, "How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?" ”
  YLT: “The Jews, therefore, were striving with one another, saying, `How is this one able to give us flesh to eat?'”
  Meaning of Words: “quarrel”: fight, strive;

Literal Meaning: the Jews quarreled for the reason that they regarded the flesh of the Lord Jesus in the sight of material, but were ignorant of the spiritual meaning of “eating His flesh”.

John 6:53 “Then Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. ”
  YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to them, `Verily, verily, I say to you, If ye may not eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and may not drink his blood, ye have no life in yourselves;”
  Meaning of Words: “eat”, most of the words “eat” in this chapter are this one according to the original: v. 5, 23, 26, 30, 31, 49, 50, 51, 52 and 58 (the second one).

Spiritual Meaning: “eat the flesh of the Son of Man…drink His blood”, “the flesh of the Son of Man”, the flesh of the Lord Jesus had been delivered up for us. “His blood” indicates the Lord Jesus shed His blood on the cross for us. “Eat” and “drink” mean receiving into.

“Eat the flesh of the Son of Man”, it typifies that one shall receive by faith all the accomplished work by the Lord Jesus who surrendered His body for men. “…drink His blood” typifies that one shall receive by faith all the accomplished work by the Lord Jesus who shed His blood. The meaning of both of the above two points is identical ---- one shall receive the accomplished salvation by the Lord on the cross by faith.

John 6:54 “Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”
  YLT: “he who is eating my flesh, and is drinking my blood, hath life age-during, and I will raise him up in the last day;”
  Meaning of Words: “eat”: gnaw, chew. It is different from the other “eat” in verse 53 according to the original, but is the same as that in verse 56, 57, 58 (the first one).

Literal Meaning: “whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life”, both of the words “eat” and “drink” from verse 54 to verse 58 (except for the second “eat”) denote “to partake” and “to enjoy together”.

John 6:55 “For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed.”
  YLT: “for my flesh truly is food, and my blood truly is drink;”
John 6:56 “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. ”
  YLT: “he who is eating my flesh, and is drinking my blood, doth remain in me, and I in him.”
Literal Meaning: “and I abide in him”, “abide”: “dwell” in Greek. It suggests that the Lord Jesus comes to be our life and provision of life in His resurrection.  

John 6:57 “As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me.”
  YLT: “`According as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, he also who is eating me, even that one shall live because of me;”
Literal Meaning: “he who feeds on Me will live because of Me”, “eat” refers to the procedure as follows: one shall receive the food into his stomach first, and then the nutrients in the food will be assimilated into his body, thus maintaining the vitality of his life. Therefore, to eat the flesh of the Lord is to receive by faith the fulfilled salvation by the Lord Jesus. Meanwhile, the Lord Himself is also received into our heart, and the elements of His life will be absorbed by us, through which we shall live.

John 6:58 “This is the bread which came down from heaven--not as your fathers ate the manna, and are dead. He who eats this bread will live forever." ”
  YLT: “this is the bread that came down out of the heaven; not as your fathers did eat the manna, and died; he who is eating this bread shall live -- to the age.'”
John 6:59 “These things He said in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum.”
John 6:60 “Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this, said, "This is a hard saying; who can understand it?" ”
  YLT: “many, therefore, of his disciples having heard, said, `This word is hard; who is able to hear it?'”
  Meaning of Words: “hard”: tough, harsh, severe;

Literal Meaning: “this is a hard saying”, the word “hard” carries a meaning of raising one’s antipathy. 

  Enlightenment in the Word: the carnal men could not apprehend or receive the revelation of Christ who had been crucified ---- “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?”, so they would be stumbled (the literal translation of the word “offend” in verse 61) and they “went back and walked with Him no more” (v.66).
John 6:61 “When Jesus knew in Himself that His disciples complained about this, He said to them, "Does this offend you?”
  YLT: “And Jesus having known in himself that his disciples are murmuring about this, said to them, `Doth this stumble you?”
  Meaning of Words: “offend”: stumble, trip up
John 6:62 “What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where He was before? ”
  YLT: “if then ye may behold the Son of Man going up where he was before?”
Literal Meaning: it declares manifestly that the Lord Jesus has risen and ascended to the heaven, and His ascension is a great testimony that His work of salvation has been accomplished (Heb 1:3).

John 6:63 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life. ”
  YLT: “the spirit it is that is giving life; the flesh doth not profit anything; the sayings that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life;”
Literal Meaning: “it is the Spirit who gives life”, having passed the death and resurrection, the Lord Jesus has become a quickening spirit (1Cor 15:45 the literal translation). Christ, who has been received by us, gives us life in spirit and comes to be the provision of our life.

  “The flesh profits nothing”, the Lord Jesus does not give us His physical body to eat, yet we still profit nothing by even eating His physical body.

  “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.” ---- “Word” here refers to the seasonable, transient and subjective word (rhema). The abiding and objective word (logos) that we have read in Bible should be changed into the personal and subjective word, and thus bringing about profit to us. Then, the word of the Lord is spirit and is life.

  This verse manifests that the Lord has become the quickening spirit in His resurrection, which has been substantiated and true in His transient word (rhema). If we hold a right attitude towards the word of the Lord, we will receive the provision from the quickening spirit. 

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) The physical body of the Lord Jesus profits us nothing ---- “the flesh profits nothing”, so it is unsuitable for Christians to put up or even worship the image of the Lord Jesus.

     2) Believers shall not know Christ according to flesh any longer (see 2Cor5:16), but know the Lord is the spirit. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty (2Cor3:17).

     3) Since the Lord has become “a quickening spirit”, we shall no longer commune with Him or worship Him in the flesh outwardly, but worship Him in spirit and truth (see 4:24).

     4) Things of the Spirit of God are spiritually discerned. If a man wants to know the things of the Spirit of God, he should not discern according to flesh (see 1Cor 2:14-15). Instead, he must open his heart and receive the enlightenment of God.

     5) Now the Lord has granted us two great gifts: one is the indwelling spirit in us, and the other is the Holy Bible. The spirit is the real content of the Bible, and the Bible is the detailed description of the spirit.

     6) One has received the letter only when he reads the Bible without any contact with the spirit therein. If the spirit is one-sidedly emphasized but the Bible is ignored, one will run to an extreme, separate him from the preservation of truth and even be deceived by the evil spirits.

     7) We should often search the words of the Lord and touch the spirit of the Lord. The spirit and words should be employed in equilibrium so that we can obtain richer life of the Lord.

John 6:64 “But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. ”
  YLT: “but there are certain of you who do not believe;' for Jesus had known from the beginning who they are who are not believing, and who is he who will deliver him up,”
  Meaning of Words: “betray”: surrender, commit;
John 6:65 “And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father." ”
  YLT: “and he said, `Because of this I have said to you -- No one is able to come unto me, if it may not have been given him from my Father.'”
  Enlightenment in the Word: it is a gift of God that we have been able to believe the Lord Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God (Eph 2:8).

John 6:66 “From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more. ”
  YLT: “From this many of his disciples went away backward, and were no more walking with him,”
Literal Meaning: “from that time many of His disciples went back”, “from that time”: thus, for this reason;

  There are two reasons of the disciples’ departure: (1) they came to follow the Lord for being fed by loaves. Once the Lord did not provide them with the physical loaves, they had to went away to make a living by themselves. (2) They could not understand the word of the Lord and regarded it as a hard saying (see v.6). Their departure is due to being not apprehend the truth in the word of the Lord rather than being confronted with trials and tribulations.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) “Many of His disciples went back”, obviously, to be a disciple of Christ is not easy. A well beginning does not guarantee a well termination.

     2) Neither the one who loves the treasure on the earth (Mark 10:22), nor he who regards his own and his family more important that the Lord, nor he who is unwilling to take up his cross shall be worthy of Christ’s disciples.

     3) There are generally two reasons for believers’ stumbling: “problems concerning life” and “problems concerning the truth”. If Satan fails to cause a believer stumble for problems about life, he will make the believer give up halfway for problems about the truth.

     4) We follow the Lord to seek eternity. Only will the fallen Christianity help others to solve the problems of life, but be ignorant of leading others to draw near Christ Himself.

     5) A group of men who claim to be Christians do not receive the words of the Lord yet ---- as for some important truth, they do not understand, but doubt, misunderstand, despise or dispute it. They clasp the external form of the Christianity, but refuse the truth of it. 

     6) To believe, honor and treasure the Bible is the most fundamental and necessary attitude for a Christian. Otherwise, one may give up halfway one day.

John 6:67 “Then Jesus said to the twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" ”
  YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to the twelve, `Do ye also wish to go away?'”
John 6:68 “But Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. ”
  YLT: “Simon Peter, therefore, answered him, `Sir, unto whom shall we go? thou hast sayings of life age-during;”
Literal Meaning: “You have the words of eternal life.” ---- It indicates that there is eternal life in the words of the Lord.

  Enlightenment in the Word:

      1) Responding to the same words of the Lord, some said: “this is a hard saying; who can understand it?” and some said: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” The differences lay in whether they had faith or not (see v.69).

      2) Having known that the Lord have “the words of eternal life” and the eternal value and glory, Peter felt disinclined to devote his heart unto other men or things. So obviously, knowledge is intimately connected with devotion. Only right knowledge brings right devotion. 

      3) The words of the Lord (“the words of eternal life”) are a touchstone, which is going to try who truly believes Him.

      4) All those whose eyes have been open and who know He is the One being filled with the words of life can not follow other things any longer ---- “to whom shall we go?” Evidently, basic knowledge about Christ is the great motive for following Christ and walking with Christ.

John 6:69 “Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." ”
  YLT: “and we have believed, and we have known, that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.'”
Literal Meaning: “also we have come to believe and know that…” the pluperfect tense of the verbs in the original indicates that we have been in a state of believing and knowing. And the state has maintained till now.

“The Son of the living God” refers to “the holy one of God” (the one who has been sanctified by God).

John 6:70 “Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?" ”
  YLT: “Jesus answered them, `Did not I choose you -- the twelve? and of you -- one is a devil.”
  Meaning of Words: “devil”: false accuser;

Literal Meaning: “and one of you is a devil”, it discloses that this one is the tool of the devil as well as the dwelling of the devil (see 13:2, 27) and has the disposition of the devil.

John 6:71 “He spoke of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, for it was he who would betray Him, being one of the twelve. ”
  YLT: “And he spake of Judas, Simon's , Iscariot, for he was about to deliver him up, being one of the twelve.”
Literal Meaning: “Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon”, “Iscariot” was possibly a small city in the South of Judaea. In the ancient days, the Jews were used to describe a man with a place-name or his father’s name, e.g. the way of calling Judas in this verse.

  “For it was he who would betray Him”, why did the Lord choose Judas as His disciple since He had known Judas would betray Him? There were at least the several reasons as below: (1) “that the scripture might be fulfilled” (see 17:12; 13:18; Matt 26:24, 54; Mark 14:21); (2) The Lord had to suffer from many tribulations when He was on the earth so that He would be able to sympathize with our infirmities (see Heb 4:15). Of all the tribulations, to be betrayed by one’s beloved one is really intolerable. (3) Even Judas who betrayed the Lord should also confess that Jesus is innocent (see Matt 27:4).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. Christ is the Bread of Life
A. The bread that Christ Himself is able to feed five thousand and even there remain fragments (v.10-13). ---- The essence of His fullness.

B. The bread that Christ Himself endures to everlasting life (v.27). ---- The essence of His eternity (which is opposite to mortality).

C. He is the living bread which came down from heaven (v. 33, 38, 41, 42, 50, 51, and 58). ---- His heavenly essence (which is opposite to the earthly essence).

D. He is the “true bread” from heaven (v.32). ---- The essence of His truth (which is opposite to falsehood).

E. He is the bread of God (v.33). ---- His divine essence (which is opposite to the mortal essence).

F. He is the bread of life (v.35). ---- His spiritual essence (which is opposite to the material essence).

II. How does Christ come to be the Bread of Men’s Life?
  A. The Passover was near (v.4). ---- He had to come to be the Lamb of the Passover and be sacrificed.
  B. Five barley loaves and two small fish (v.9). ---- It symbolizes that He was dead and is alive again, thus fulfilling the salvation.

  C. He had given thanks He distributed them to (v.11). ---- The Father blesses, and the Son has been broken.  
  D. Be sealed by God (v.27), be sent by God (v.29, 38-39). ---- To keep the will of God.

  E. Came down from the heaven (V.33, 38) ---- To humble Himself and come to the earth.

  F. The Son of Man ascends to the place where He had been (v.62) ---- He died and has been raised and ascended to heaven.

  H. It is the Spirit who gives life (v.63a) ---- To become a quickening spirit.

  I. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life (v.63b). ---- His words have become the reality of the provision of life.

III. How to Enjoy Christ as the Bread of Life?

  A. Go up on the mountain with Jesus (v.3). ---- One shall enter the heavenly surpassing region with the Lord.

  B. Devote the five barley loaves and two small fish to the Lord (v.9). ---- One shall devote all that which has obtained from and experienced in the Lord to Him.

C. Give thanks (v.11a). ---- One shall be thankful and confess that God is the origin of provision.

D. Distribute to others (v.11b). ---- One shall be willing to partake with all the saints.

E. Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost (v.12). ---- One shall cherish every grace to obtain more grace.

F. One shall not take Him by force so as to avoid His departure (v.15). ---- One shall be subject to Him instead of utilizing Him.

G. They willingly received Him into the boat (v.21). ---- One shall not fear Him, but be willing to receive Him.

H. Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life (v.27). ---- One shall switch his intention of his life to Christ.

I. This is the work of God that you believe in Him whom He sent (v.29). ---- One shall stop his own work rather than receive the work of Christ.

J. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst (v.35). ---- One shall often come to the Lord and look upon His provision in faith.

K. That of all He has given Me I should lose nothing (v.39). ---- One shall commit himself into the Lord’s hands of grace.

L. Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me (v.45). ---- One shall keep his heart being instructed and be willing to endeavor to search the words of God.

M. Eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood (v.53-54). ---- One shall receive the Lord’s being and accomplished works into his heart.

N. Abides in Me, and I in him (v.56). ---- One shall commune often with the Lord.

O. He who feeds on Me will live because of Me (v.57). ---- One shall live by the Lord’s life.

P. It is the Spirit who gives life (v.63a). ---- The Spirit of God can only be touched by spirit. One shall enjoy the power of the spirit, rather than the intellectual power (for flesh profits nothing). 

Q. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life (v.63b). ---- One shall apprehend the words of the Lord in spirit.

R. Be firmly convinced that the Lord have the words of eternal life (v.68-69). ---- One shall not be distracted by any words of men (even the words of some spiritual men), otherwise his faith in the Lord will be affected.

S. Know that only He is the Son of the living God (v.69b). ---- One shall hold fast Christ, for He is different any one who is in the flesh (even the one who is most spiritual).

IV. The Teachings of the Sign of Five Barley Loaves and Two Small Fish
  A. Three Distinct Sorts of Attitudes (v.4-9)

1. Philip ---- two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them ---- thought it completely impossible.

2. Andrew ---- “what are they among so many?” ---- believed it was of no avail.

3. The lad ---- delivered his five barley loaves and two small fish to the Lord ---- preferred that the Lord came to take charge of his food.

  B. The Works of the Lord Jesus (v.10-11)

1. Make the people sit down ---- He asks men to stop their works to rest before His feet.

2. Take the loaves ---- He accepts men’s devotion.

3. Give thanks to God ---- He confesses that God is the origin of provision.

4. Distribute them to the people as much as they want ---- He bestows the reward to men according to men’s personal measure.

  C. The enjoyment for all the People (v.12-13)

1. They were filled ---- they were in want of nothing. 

2. Gather up the fragments that remain ---- there still remained.

3. The fragments of the five barley loaves filled twelve baskets ---- the full and rich provision.

D. Two Sorts of different Thoughts (v.14-21)

  1. The Jews thought the Lord was the king who came to lead them against the Roman government.

  2. The disciples knew the Lord is the King of kings, who exists over all.
V. Six Kinds of Men in this Chapter

  A. They followed the Lord, because they saw His signs (v.2)

B. They praised the Lord, because they saw His signs (v.14)

C. They found the Lord, because they had eaten of the loaves and been filled (v.26).

D. They still did not believe the Lord, because they saw the works of the Lord outwardly (v.36).

E. They complained about the Lord, because they knew the Lord only in the flesh (v.41-42).

F. They quarreled, because they had not understood the words of the Lord (v.52).

G. They gave up halfway, because they had not understood the words of the Lord (v.60, 66).

H. They were not moved, because they had held fast the words of the Lord (v.68).

I. They were utilized by the Devil, because they had not believed the words of the Lord (v.64, 70-71).

VI. The Flesh Profits Nothing
  A. The sight of the flesh profits nothing. ---- They followed the Lord for having seen signs (v.2)

  B. The possession of the flesh profits nothing. ---- Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient (v.7). 

  C. The mind of the flesh profits nothing. ---- The people took the Lord by force to make Him king, and He departed (v.15).

  D. The satisfaction of the flesh profits nothing. ---- They found the Lord for having eaten of the loaves and been filled (v.26).

  E. The works of the flesh profits nothing. ---- “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” (v.28)

F. The knowledge of the flesh profits nothing. ---- “… whose father and mother we know?” (v.42)

G. The understanding of the flesh profits nothing. ---- “How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?” (v.52)

H. The hearing of the flesh profits nothing. ---- “This is a hard saying; who can understand it?” (v.60)

VII. How to Come to the Lord?

  A. All that the Father gives the Lord will come to the Lord (v.37, 39).

  B. No one can come to the Lord unless the Father who sent Him draws him (v.44).

  C. Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to the Lord. (v.45).

  D. No one can come to the Lord unless it has been granted to him by the Father (v.65).

VIII. The Reasons for the Disciples’ Halfway Departure 

  A. They did not understand the words of the Lord and were stumbled in the words of the Lord (v.60-61).

  B. They understood the words of the Lord completely through the mind of the flesh (v.63).

  C. They did not believe (v.64).

  D. They had not been granted by the Father (v.65).

VIII. How to Prevent Men From Departing Halfway?

  A. To see the status of the Lord who has raised and ascended (v.62).
  B. To know the Lord is the quickening spirit (v.63a).
C. To enjoy the transient word of the Lord (v.63b).

D. Only the Lord has the words of eternal life (v.68).

E. To believe the Lord (v.69). 

F. To know the Lord is the Son of the living God (“the holy one of God”) (v.69b)
John Chapter Seven

I. Content of the Chapter
I.【the Son of God the Savior------the Reality of the Feast of Tabernacles】

A. He Who Has not Believed Him Has Only the Form of the Feast of Tabernacles, but not the Reality:

1. The Jews sought to kill the Lord in Feast of Tabernacles (v.1-2)

2. His brothers provoked Him to make Him known openly in the feast, for they did not believed Him (v.3-10)

3. The Jews judged according to appearance and marveled at His teaching in the feast (v.11-24).

4. The people did not know His origin (v.25-36).

  B. He Revealed to Men that He is the Reality of the Feast of Tabernacles:

1. The people still felt thirsty on the last day of the Feast (v.37a).

2. He called the thirsty men to come to Him and drink (v.37b).

3. He who believes in the Lord, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water and always quench the thirst (v.38-39).

  C. Men’s Reaction to the One Who is the Reality of the Feast of Tabernacles:

    1. There was a division among the people because of Him (v.40-43).

2. The officers disobeyed the command and did not seize Him (v.44-46).

3. The Pharisees firmly refused to believe Him (v.47-49, 52).

4. Nicodemus plead for Him (v.50-51).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 7:1 “After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him.” 


YLT: “And Jesus was walking after these things in Galilee, for he did not wish to walk in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him,” 


Meaning of Words: “walk”: tread all around, walk at large;

Literal Meaning: “after these things”, it indicated that the author had an idea of the order of time (see 5:1; 6:1).

“Jesus walked in Galilee”, “walked” referred to the custom that a rabbi took his disciples to teach all around.

Enlightenment in the Word:
     1) “The Jews sought to kill Him”, this is the best description of the religion ---- on one hand religionists worship God, and on the other they scheme to persecute those who are really of God.

     2) The enmity of the Jews restricted the works of the Lord Jesus ---- “He did not want to walk in Judea”. We shall love Him and obey Him in everything, and thus he will fulfill His works freely in us.

John. 7:2 “Now the Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.”
YLT: “and the feast of the Jews was nigh -- that of tabernacles --” 

The Background: “the Feast of Tabernacles”, one of the three great feasts of the Jews, began in the 15th day of July (it was between September and October according to the solar calendar) and continued for seven whole days. After the people had finished reaping the harvest, they went up to Jerusalem to have the feast and dwelt in the booths which were temporarily made of branches (Neh 8:14-17) so as to remember their fathers who had wandered in the wilderness in a desert way and dwelt in booths. Besides, they expressed gratitude to God who had granted them an abundant harvest in that year, so it was also a joyful feast (see Lev23:34, 39-43; Deut 16:13-15).

Literal Meaning: things in chapter six happened when the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near (see 6:4). There was an interval of about six month between the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles.

Spiritual Meaning: “the Feast of Tabernacles”, the last feast of a year, typifies that men’s labor will finally more or less bring a man some harvest, (see Ex 23:16), i.e. the accomplishments in respect of learning, career, marriage and family. Even though all the above-mentioned attainments may produce some joy and enjoyment, they still seem so limited, just like the thirst in the depths of men’s spirit (v.37) in the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles.
Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) We sojourn as a stranger in the land, dwell in tents and wait for the eternal tent (see Heb 11:9-10), namely, the New Jerusalem (see Rev 21:2-3).

     2) No matter how pleasant we are on the earth, it will never quench the inner thirst of us (see v.37; Rev 22:7). Only abiding in the Lord is the key to every question in our life.

John. 7:3 “His brothers therefore said to Him, "Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing.”
YLT: “his brethren, therefore, said unto him, `Remove hence, and go away to Judea, that thy disciples also may behold thy works that thou dost;” 

Meaning of Words: “depart from”: go, remove;
Literal Meaning: “depart from here and go into Judea”, “here”: Galilee; “go into Judea” indicated that they went up to Jerusalem to have the feast, which was higher in topography than Galilee. So here it used the phrase “go into”.

    “That Your disciples also may see the works that You are doing”, “your disciples” referred to the disciples who abode in the land of Judaea (see 2:23; 3:26; 4:1). “The works that You are doing”, they advised Jesus to do miracles to manifest that He is the Messiah. It also disclosed that the brothers of the Lord did not even know they were disciples of the Lord.

John. 7:4 “For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the world."”
YLT: “for no one in secret doth anything, and himself seeketh to be in public; if thou dost these things -- manifest thyself to the world;'” 

Meaning of Words: “in secret”: concealed, private; “show”: reveal, manifest;
Literal Meaning: “if You do these things”, note that the brothers of the Lord did not say the Lord “had not done” or “could not do” these things.

  “Show Yourself to the world”, in the sight of the brothers of the Lord Jesus in the flesh, they regarded Jerusalem in Judea as the right place where the Messiah would be manifested.

Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) The actions of men who have not believed (v.5) the Lord are always motivated by developing their own fame and seeking vain glory. 

     2) If Satan can not deceive one into seeking his reputation in the world, it will deceive one into that in the assembly (see Luke 4:5-6, 9 “set him on the edge of the temple”).

     3) If we walk with the intention of seeking to be known openly to win the praise from others, we must be totally disappointed in the end. For the heart of men is so unpredictable that they may praise others today but despise tomorrow. If we do not want to be disappointed, the best choice is to seek to be accepted of God. 

John. 7:5 “For even His brothers did not believe in Him.”
YLT: “for not even were his brethren believing in him.” 

Literal Meaning: “for…did not believe in Him”, it indicated that they had not believed Him yet when they said these words, but they still believed Him later (see Act 1:14; 15:13; 1Cor15:7; Gal1:19; James1:1; Jude1:1)

Enlightenment in the Word:
   1) When we come to serve the Lord, there may arise opposition from our family members (see 10:34-36). But we will not give up the faithfulness (see 10:37-39) to the Lord on account of their hindrance.

2) If the closest relatives of a man do “not believe Him”, it will become the greatest cross for him.

John. 7:6 “Then Jesus said to them, "My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready.”
YLT: “Jesus, therefore, saith to them, `My time is not yet present, but your time is always ready;”
Meaning of Words: “time”: set or proper time, due time, convenient season;
Literal Meaning: “My time has not yet come”, the Lord shows that He does not walk according to His will, but seek the will of God instead (see v.17-18).

  “But your time is always ready”. ---- Because they walked according to the will of their own.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The Lord neither walks at will, nor being guided by the will of men, but walks according to the “hour” of God.

     2) The Lord, the eternal and infinite God, is willing to come to be restricted in time for us. In order to keep the will of God, we believers should also be willing to lose freedom and be restricted in time.

     3) We shall learn from the Lord who does not do His own will in everything, and learn to wait for God in the inquiring of God. In this way, what we has done will conform to the will of God, and thus keeping us from making mistakes.
John. 7:7 “The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it that its works are evil.”
YLT: “the world is not able to hate you, but me it doth hate, because I testify concerning it that its works are evil.”
Literal Meaning: “the world cannot hate you”, “the world” refers to those who neither knows the Lord nor receives Him (see 1:10-11). They are utilized by the Devil to oppose the Lord Jesus. Therefore, all those who do not believe Him are regarded as the ones of the Devil, so the world will not hate them.

Enlightenment in the Word: good advice is harsh to the ear. The men of the world mostly hate others pointing out their faults and dislike being called the wicked (Pro 9:7-8). 

John. 7:8 “You go up to this feast. I am not yet going up to this feast, for My time has not yet fully come."”
YLT: “Ye -- go ye up to this feast; I do not yet go up to this feast, because my time hath not yet been fulfilled;'”
Meaning of Words: “fully”: be complete, fulfill;

Literal Meaning: “I am not yet going up”: “I will not go up (in some old Scripture)”, and they have the same meaning ---- “I will not go up according to the way you have raised”.

John. 7:9 “When He had said these things to them, He remained in Galilee.”
YLT: “and saying these things to them, he remained in Galilee.”
John. 7:10 “But when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.”
YLT: “And when his brethren went up, then also he himself went up to the feast, not manifestly, but as in secret;”
Meaning of Words: “openly”: evidently, publicly
Literal Meaning: “not openly, but as it were in secret”, it unveiled that the Lord did not go there according to the way raised by His brothers ---- being held up by the people, but went there in an unattractive manner. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The Lord did not only be restricted in time, but also in action.

     2) When we serve in the church, we’d better do more service in secret rather than boast openly to have glory from men (see Matt 6:1-4).

John. 7:11 “Then the Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, "Where is He?"”
YLT: “the Jews, therefore, were seeking him, in the feast, and said, `Where is that one?'”
Literal Meaning: “the Jews sought Him”, here, “the Jews”, being apparently different from “the people” (see v.12-13), referred to the leaders of the Jews.

John. 7:12 “And there was much complaining among the people concerning Him. Some said, "He is good"; others said, "No, on the contrary, He deceives the people."”
YLT: “and there was much murmuring about him among the multitudes, some indeed said -- `He is good;' and others said, `No, but he leadeth astray the multitude;'”
Meaning of Words: “complaining”: murmuring; “deceive”: go astray, deceive, err, seduce;

Literal Meaning: “there was much complaining among the people concerning Him”, “the people”, neither “the Jews (see v.13)” nor the “inhabitants of Jerusalem (see v. 25)”, referred to the men who came to Jerusalem to have the feast. “Complaining” referred to “murmuring” the Lord rather than talking about Him openly (see v.13).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) One shall not infer or judge the Lord from his rational knowledge. Even the best comment on Him ---- “He is good” ---- is still imperfect.

     2) Both “He is good” and “He deceives the people” are drawn from men’s personal opinions rather than objective facts. Therefore, we shall not care about being judged by others (see 1Cor4:3).

John. 7:13 “However, no one spoke openly of Him for fear of the Jews.”
YLT: “no one, however, was speaking freely about him, through fear of the Jews.”
Meaning of Words: “openly”: frankness, bluntness, publicity;

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If a man wants to be a true disciple of the Lord Jesus, he should confess Him “openly” (see Matt 10:32-33; Rom 10:9-10).

     2) In those countries or regions where one can not choose his belief with freedom, men dare not declare the opinions concerning belief for fearing the top authority. However, in those countries or regions where one can freely choose his belief, Satan manipulates another threatening scheme ---- it makes men feel shameful, fear to be despised, fear to make mistakes and fear to be bound by one’s own words …. etc, causing many believers to dare not bear the witness in boldness.

John. 7:14 “Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and taught.”
YLT: “And it being now the middle of the feast, Jesus went up to the temple, and he was teaching,”
Literal Meaning: “now about the middle of the feast” refers to any day during the feast.

    “Jesus went up into the temple and taught”, “the temple”, which is also called “the porch of Solomon”, refers to the outer court where man can freely come in and go out.

John. 7:15 “And the Jews marveled, saying, "How does this Man know letters, having never studied?"”
YLT: “and the Jews were wondering, saying, `How hath this one known letters -- not having learned?'”
Meaning of Words: “study”: learn, understand; “letters”: epistle, book;

Literal Meaning: “the Jews marveled”, “the Jews” here still refer to the leaders of the Jews (see the commentary of verse 11), especially the Pharisees and scribes who are both familiar with the Scriptures. 
  “How does this Man know letters, having never studied?” ---- “Letters” here refer to the knowledge about the Holy Scriptures. Since the Lord Jesus had never been formally trained by the Rabbi’s teaching, his interpretation on the Scriptures amazed those experts so much that they thought it unbelievable. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) In the Christianity today, like the Jews at that time, a lot of men think only the one who has graduated from the theological seminary can understand the knowledge of the Christianity and teach others in the assembly.

     2) The prerequisite of preaching the words of God is the revelation from God (see Gal 1:11-17) rather than the religious training.

John. 7:16 “Jesus answered them and said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.”
YLT: “Jesus answered them and said, `My teaching is not mine, but His who sent me;”
Literal Meaning: this verse unveils that His teaching comes from a higher origin ---- the Father who sends the Lord is the Lord’s “Rabbi”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The servants of the Lord should often prove him: “is my doctrine of me or of the Lord who has sent me?”
     2) If what we have said or preached is of us, no matter how pleasant it sounds or how excellent the knowledge is, it will be of no true profit to others.

John. 7:17 “If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority.”
YLT: “if any one may will to do His will, he shall know concerning the teaching, whether it is of God, or -- I do speak from myself.”
Literal Meaning: this verse means that if there is any one who keeps the will of God like the Lord Jesus and does not seek his own will, he will know that the Lord’s doctrine is of God (see Deut 29:29).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Augustus said: “what is ‘willing to do His will’? It is willing to believe. The reward of faith is to know the teaching of God”.

     2) “If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know.” ---- God will not reveal His will to neither those who are unwilling to know nor those who are willing to know but unwilling to keep.

     3) Although there is some believer who is seeking the will of God, he is actually unwilling to keep the will of God at all, regarding the will of God as merely knowledge. He has his own will, and he wants God to approve and accept his will only. In regard to such a man, God will never reveal His will to him.

     4) Margaret Barber said: “95 percent of the mystery of knowing the will of God is obedience, and the rest 5 percent is knowledge.”
     5) Those who keep the will of God have the experience of the words of God and know the words of God in the experience.

     6) If a man earnestly wants to know and keep the will of God, God will reveal to him ---- “obedience is the key to spiritual knowledge”.

     7) Truth can be practiced. And practice is the best way to prove whether a truth is of God or not. All the truth that cannot be practiced is not of God.

     8) Today, many servants of the Lord can only preach the words, but not do the words. Such kind of sermons is of little profit to others.

John. 7:18 “He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.”
YLT: “`He who is speaking from himself his own glory doth seek, but he who is seeking the glory of him who sent him, this one is true, and unrighteousness is not in him;”
Literal Meaning: “seeks his own glory”, “glory” refers to being praised or honored by men.

  “He is true”: “He is of the truth”. “He” refers to the Lord Jesus. The Book of John reveals that on one hand “God id true” (see v.28; 3:33; 8:26) and on the other “the Lord Jesus is true”, so the Lord Jesus is on an equality with God. 

  It manifests four characteristics of the Lord Jesus in this verse: (1) He never seeks His own glory. (2) He seeks only the glory of the Father. (3) His being, His work and His words are all true. (4) There is no unrighteousness in Him at all.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Every servant of the Lord should seek the glory of God rather than that of his own. All the sermons which are motivated by seeking one’s own glory have been short of the glory of God.

     2) Only the man who seeks the glory of God is true. In other words, all those who seek their own glory are of vanity.

John. 7:19 “Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?"”
YLT: “hath not Moses given you the law? and none of you doth the law; why me do ye seek to kill?'”
Literal Meaning: “did not Moses give you the law?” ---- It refers to the Law in the Pentateuch. The Jews boasts of being God's elect and having obtained the Law given by Moses (see Rom 2:17).

  “Yet none of you keeps the law”, the Lord Jesus here manifestly pointed that the Jews had offended the Law which had been all along counted as an honor by them (see Rom 2:17-29； 3:10-23；Gal 6:13). 

   “Why do you seek to kill Me?” ---- The Lord Jesus here exposed the scheme of the Jewish leaders that they sought to kill the Him (see 5:18). The law had openly prohibited murdering (see Ex 20:13). The idea of killing equaled to killing, so any scheme of killing had already offended the law.

John. 7:20 “The people answered and said, "You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?"”
YLT: “The multitude answered and said, `Thou hast a demon, who doth seek to kill thee?'”
Literal Meaning: “the people answered and said”, “the people” here still referred to those who came to Jerusalem to have the feast.

    “You have a demon”. ---- You are obsessed by some devilish idea, so you acted abnormal (see 8:48; 10:20).

“Who is seeking to kill You?” ---- It indicated that the people who came from other places to have the feast did not know the scheme of the Jewish leaders, but the inhabitants of Jerusalem knew it (v.25).

John. 7:21 “Jesus answered and said to them, "I did one work, and you all marvel.”
YLT: “Jesus answered and said to them, `One work I did, and ye all wonder,”
Literal Meaning: “I did one work”, it referred to the miracle the Lord had none at the Pool of Bethesda several months ago ---- He healed a man who had an infirmity thirty-eight years on the Sabbath.

John. 7:22 “Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.”
YLT: “because of this, Moses hath given you the circumcision -- not that it is of Moses, but of the fathers -- and on a sabbath ye circumcise a man;”
Literal Meaning: “Moses therefore gave you circumcision”, “circumcision” originated from the age of Abraham (see Gen 17:10; 21:4). Circumcision had been formally put into the Law by Moses, and thus became the statutes (see Lev 12:3).

  “But from the fathers”, it showed that circumcision was brought forth before the Law. So if there arose any contradiction between them, the former one would enjoy the priority. 

“And you circumcise a man on the Sabbath”, according to the Law of Moses, the flesh of a baby’s foreskin shall be circumcised on the eighth day (see Lev 12:3), and no one can make an exception on the Sabbath.

John. 7:23 “If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses should not be broken, are you angry with Me because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath?”
YLT: “if a man doth receive circumcision on a Sabbath that the law of Moses may not be broken, are ye wroth with me that I made a man all whole on a Sabbath?”
Meaning of Words: “be broken”: break (up), destroy, dissolve; “well”: healthy;

Literal Meaning: “if a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath”, it means that it is allowable on the Sabbath to resect some part of one’s body.

  “So that the law of Moses should not be broken”: so that the statute in the Law of Moses that the flesh of a baby’s foreskin shall be circumcised on the eighth day should not be broken.

  “I made a man completely well on the Sabbath”. ---- One’s body had been completely reserved on the Sabbath (see 5: 5-10).

  “Are you angry with Me?” ---- The Lord Jesus meant: “since the work like circumcision is permitted on the Sabbath, shall not the work of healing others be more allowable to be done on the Sabbath? Obviously, your anger is unsuitable.” 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If we judge whether we should do something from merely the letters of the Bible, we will make the same mistake as the Jews. We should know the will of God from the spirit of the Bible so as to avoid making mistakes.

     2) Man's wrath does not work God's righteousness (James 1:20). Believers should not rage at others for the controversial understanding concerning some certain knowledge. One should accept those who hold distinct views with him, but let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind (Rom 14:1, 5).

John. 7:24 “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."”
YLT: “judge not according to appearance, but the righteous judgment judge.'”
Meaning of Words: “appearance”: the visage, an external show, countenance;

Literal Meaning: “do not judge according to appearance”. ---- It is also required in the Law of Moses that one shall not judge according to appearance (see Deut 1:16-17). The Lord Jesus meant that the Jewish leaders, according to the letters of the law, judged He should not heal others on the Sabbath, because such judgment is judging according to appearance.

  “But judge with righteous judgment”, when one judges a certain matter, he should always thoroughly consider the whole course and judge whether the principle of solving the matter has disobeyed the spirit of the law or not. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Men tend to judge according to appearance rather than the reality, thus they usually make mistakes repeatedly.

     2) Jehovah is a God of judgment (Is 30:18), for righteousness and judgment are the foundation of his throne (Ps 97:2). Only in him can we make fair judgment. 

John. 7:25 “Now some of them from Jerusalem said, "Is this not He whom they seek to kill?”

YLT: “Certain, therefore, of the Jerusalemites said, `Is not this he whom they are seeking to kill?”

Literal Meaning: “some of them from Jerusalem” referred to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, who were different from “the people (see v.12, 20, 31, 32, 40)” in this chapter.

  “Is this not He whom they seek to kill?” ---- “they” referred to the Jewish leaders, whose scheme of killing Jesus was known to inhabitants of Jerusalem, but not to the people who came from other places for the feast.

John. 7:26 “But look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly the Christ?”

YLT: “and, lo, he doth speak freely, and they say nothing to him; did the rulers at all know truly that this is truly the Christ?”
Meaning of Words: “indeed”: surely, truly;

Literal Meaning: “Do the rulers know indeed that this is truly the Christ?” ---- In the original, such an interrogative tone must bring about a negative answer. Christ is a synonym of “Messiah” in Greek.
Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) The Lord had known the Jews sought to kill Him (see v.19, 25), but He still spoke boldly. Only the one who can preach the words of God in such a risky situation can know what the “cross” is.

   2) Admittedly, we believers need not take unnecessary risks (see v.10). But when the danger is unavoidable, no matter how dangerous it is, we will not hesitate to confront it.

John. 7:27 “However, we know where this Man is from; but when the Christ comes, no one knows where He is from."”

YLT: “but this one -- we have known whence he is; and the Christ, when he doth come, no one doth know whence he is.'”

Literal Meaning: “but when the Christ comes, no one knows where He is from”, according to the view of people at that time, they thought the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem (see v. 42; Matt 2:5-6), but no one knew His birth and residence. And His real identity would not be revealed until he suddenly appeared before the people. That was why they thought Jesus who obviously came from Galilee (see v.41, 52) could not be the Messiah.

John. 7:28 “Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, "You both know Me, and you know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know.”

YLT: “Jesus cried, therefore, in the temple, teaching and saying, `Ye have both known me, and ye have known whence I am; and I have not come of myself, but He who sent me is true, whom ye have not known;”

Meaning of Words: “know (the two words are the same word in the original)”: be aware (personal knowledge); 

Literal Meaning: “I have not come of Myself”, the Lord Jesus who came to the world had neither been of His authority, nor His will.

  “But He who sent Me is true”, the Lord Jesus here points out that He is true, for God who sent Him is true.

  “Whom you do not know”, it indicated that they did not know Him for they had not known God.

  The Lord Jesus here disclosed that although the Jews knew His residence in the flesh, they did know the heavenly origin of Him. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) If one wants to know God, he should know the Lord Jesus who has been sent by God. Knowing God is the mystery of knowing every thing of God.

   2) According to the appearance, the Lord Jesus was of humble birth ---- all the Jews knew He was born in Nazareth of Galilee. But actually, He is of God the Father by nature ---- however, the Jews did not know God. We believers should pay attention to the heart of a man instead of the outward appearance.

   3) We believers have this treasure in earthen vessels. Therefore, we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.  (see 2Cor 4:7, 16 in the original).

John. 7:29 “But I know Him, for I am from Him, and He sent Me."”
YLT: “and I have known Him, because I am from Him, and He did send me.'”

Meaning of Words: “send”: send out; execute a mission, as an authorized delegate; 
John. 7:30 “Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.”

YLT: “They were seeking, therefore, to seize him, and no one laid the hand on him, because his hour had not yet come,”

Meaning of Words: “take”: catch, seize; 

Literal Meaning: “but no one laid a hand on Him”, there might be two reasons as follows: (1) they had not found appropriate chance that could avoid incurring the wrath of the people and stirring up any trouble (see v.31) (2) They kicked the ball onto others and refused to take the initiative to do the thing which might arouse the public anger.

    “Because His hour had not yet come”, the above-mentioned two reasons were only superficial ones. In fact, it was because the hour when the Lord Jesus had to be killed according to God’s will had not come yet (see 8:20).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “The hour” is in the hands of the Lord. He predominates all that men have done.

   2) The Lord did not go to the feast immediately, because “His hour had not yet come” (see v.6). And He had not been seized by men was also because “His hour had not yet come”. The Lord always lives in the “hour” of God, which is His constraint and shield. Likewise, if we are willing to be humble and learn to live in the “hour” of God, He will keep us according to His predominating “hour”. He will not let us meet too difficult things until the “hour” comes. 
John. 7:31 “And many of the people believed in Him, and said, "When the Christ comes, will He do more signs than these which this Man has done?"”

YLT: “and many out of the multitude did believe in him, and said -- `The Christ -- when he may come -- will he do more signs than these that this one did?'”

Literal Meaning: these men who had believed Him obviously believed Him for having seen the miracles that the Lord had done. Such motive of believing is not very good (see 2:23-25).

John. 7:32 “The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him, and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take Him.”

YLT: “The Pharisees heard the multitude murmuring these things concerning him, and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers that they may take him;”
Literal Meaning: “sent officers to take Him”, they suggested that the officers had to wait for a good chance to take the Lord without arousing any tumult among the people (see Matt 26:4-5).

John. 7:33 “Then Jesus said to them, "I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me.”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to them, `Yet a little time I am with you, and I go away unto Him who sent me;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus metaphorically prophesied that He would be killed, fulfill the work of salvation and come back to the Father (namely, His resurrection and ascension). 

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord has repeatedly mentioned “the One who sent Him” (see v.16, 18, 28, 29) for the purpose of manifesting that His origin is the eternal Father. And all His works on the earth are the manifestation of all the fullness of the Godhead (see Col 2:9).

John. 7:34 “You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come."”

YLT: “ye will seek me, and ye shall not find; and where I am, ye are not able to come.'”

Literal Meaning: “You will seek Me and not find Me”, it indicated that He would be risen up from among dead and ascend to the heaven, and even His body could be found nowhere.

  “Where I am you cannot come”, for one comes to the Father unless by the Lord (see 14:6)

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Seek the Lord Jesus while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near (Is 55:6) lest the chance is missed and never comes again.

   2) All those who reject the Lord Jesus can not draw near God, for Jesus is the only way by whom one can come to the Father (see 14:6). All the religions in the world try to seek god. Unfortunately, they, except for Christianity, have found no way.

John. 7:35 “Then the Jews said among themselves, "Where does He intend to go that we shall not find Him? Does He intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks?”

YLT: “The Jews, therefore, said among themselves, `Whither is this one about to go that we shall not find him? -- to the dispersion of the Greeks is he about to go? and to teach the Greeks;”

Literal Meaning: “the Dispersion among the Greeks” refers to the Jewish sojourners of dispersion of the whole Roman Empire (see 1Pet 1:1). “The Greeks” refers to Greece. Before the rising of the Roman Empire, Greece had forcibly occupied every country along the bank of the Mediterranean Sea, including Asia Minor, Persia, Syria, Palestine and the parts of Egypt.

  “Go to teach the Greeks?” ---- The Jews did not believe the true Messiah would teach the Gentiles, so the words disclosed that they had further denied that Jesus was the Messiah.

John. 7:36 “What is this thing that He said, "You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come'?"”

YLT: “what is this word that he said, Ye will seek me, and ye shall not find? and, Where I am, ye are not able to come?'”

Literal Meaning: they could not understand the meaning of the words of the Lord Jesus, for they were unwilling to accept Him.

Enlightenment in the Word: it is said: “if a man is unwilling to behold, he will be blinder than any other one.” If we want to know the words of the Lord, we should firstly prepare a right heart towards Him.

John. 7:37 “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.”

YLT: “And in the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, `If any one doth thirst, let him come unto me and drink;”

The Background: according to the customs at that time, during the Feast of Tabernacles, every day the priests drew water from the pool of Siloam (see 9:7), and poured the water in to the laver of silver with holes near the altar in the temple. Then, the water would flow out through the holes of the silver laver. In addition, they also read the Scripture concerning the living water (e.g.: Is 12:3; Zech 14:8; Eze 47:1). By the ceremony of libation, on one hand they reminded the history that Moses had struck the rock and the water then came out, and the thirst of the Israelite was quenched (see Ex 17:6). On the other hand, they hoped the Messiah would come to deliver them from the ruling of the nations.

Literal Meaning: “on the last day”, there were seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles. On the eighth day, there was a holy convocation for conclusion (see Lev 23:36), which was a “solemn assembly” (see Num 29:35) after the great joy. Some Bible exegetes held “the last day” was the seventh day, and some also believed it was the eighth day. Taking the Feast of Tabernacles as the background, the author John purposefully intended to declare that Christ is the reality of the Feast of Tabernacles. From this point of view, if “the last day” was interpreted as “the eighth day”, the spiritual meaning might be more highlighted.

  “That great day”, it was the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles as well as the last day of all the feasts of a year (see Lev 23), so it was a great day.

  “Jesus stood and cried out”, when the rabbi taught others, they sit and spoke. Here, the Lord Jesus “stood” and “cried” ---- how urgent His will to gain man is!

Spiritual Meaning: “on the last day, that great day of the feast”, it typified that the enjoyment of life had been over and the old things had passed away. There was a new beginning hereafter (the eighth day).

  “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.” ---- The Lord indicates that He is the spiritual rock (see 1Cor 10:4), which flows out the living water of life and quenches the deep thirst of men.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) Each of the fulfillments and enjoyment of men has its “last day” ---- one’s wealth, health, career and happy marriage will inevitably come to an end. Therefore, we should not immerse ourselves in them so much that we neglect to come to the Lord. 

   2) Many people will not realize that it is vanity of vanities (see Eccl 1:2; 2:11) until “the last day” ---- when the happiness has reached the summit. Only those who have true wisdom can realize it seasonably rather than wait till that day.

   3) If a man has not felt his “thirst”, he will not come to the Lord to “drink”. When people are still be satisfied with the earthly happiness, they will never come to seek the heavenly joy.

   4) Look steadfastly on Jesus (Heb 12:2). Believers will not turn to the Lord Himself until they find they cannot rely on any other things except for the Lord.

   5) “Drink” means “imbibe”. Every time we come to the Lord, we should be open to Him and fully enjoy Him. Many believers have the “coming” action, but lack the “imbibing” experience.

   6) We should come to the Lord Jesus to “drink” and enjoy Him instead of merely seeing, hearing, searching, or discussing Him. Only by “imbibing Him into us” can we obtain profit.

John. 7:38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water."”

YLT: “he who is believing in me, according as the Writing said, Rivers out of his belly shall flow of living water;'”

Literal Meaning: “as the Scripture has said”, where it quoted from was not quite clear (probably, it quoted from Is 55:1; 58:11; Pro9:4; 18:4 etc.)
    “Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water”, “he” refers to the one who believes the Lord. 

Spiritual Meaning: “out of his heart will flow rivers of living water”, “rivers of living water” shows life has flown in many ways (see Rom15:30; 1The 1:6; 2The 2:13; Gal 5:22-23). “Flow rivers of living water”, it indicates that the Holy Spirit in believers, like a fountain, makes their life flowing ceaselessly (see v.39). It unveils the features of the Spirit of life as below:

1. Rivers always have their origin ---- the origin was in the heaven before, but now in men.

2. The flowing of rivers is natural ---- there is no men’s power, but natural flowing.

3. Rivers flow into lower places ---- a humble man may easily obtain the living water.

4. Rivers are abundant ---- the living water surges up vividly instead of trickling sluggishly.

5. Rivers flow ceaselessly ---- they will never fall into drought or exhaustion.

6. The water is living ---- which grants us life, and it is necessary for the growth of men’s life.

7. There are many branches of the rivers ---- life is of all forms and various characteristics.

8. The rivers flow into all the people ---- the provision of life is not only for one’s self and other men as well.

9. The rivers are linked to the heaven ---- all those who enjoy the living water must have fellowship with God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) Christ, the bread of life, satisfies one’s hunger (see 6:35). The Holy Spirit, the living rivers, quenches one’s thirst. 

   2) It mentions in chapter four that the Lord has become in us “a fountain of water” (see 4:14). Here He has become in us “rivers of living water”. Thanks the Lord! His abundant grace is not only like “a fountain” that satisfies us forever, but also “rivers” that flow out of us and present provision to others.  

   3) Only can those who have obtained the fountain of living water by believing flow the living water. We should firstly enjoy the grace of the Lord, and then bring others to taste it together.

   4) Every time when we believers come together, we should make the living water in us flow out. If there are only several men who perform their function, the gathering will be dried up. If all of us perform our functions, there will be great living water flowing out in the gathering, and thus everyone receives full provision of life from one another.

   5) We have already received the fountain of living water (see 4:14). But the fountain is often restricted within us so that the living water can not flow out. The reason is nothing more than the following two points: (1) one lacks prayer. (2) One prays in knowledge and reason rather than in spirit. 

John. 7:39 “But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

YLT: “and this he said of the Spirit, which those believing in him were about to receive; for not yet was the Holy Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”

Literal Meaning: “for the Holy Spirit was not yet given”, it does not mean the Spirit did not exist before that time, but the Spirit had not been sent by the Son as His representative (see 14:26; 15:26; 16:7).

  “Because Jesus was not yet glorified”, in the Book of John, the way that Jesus will be glorified is His death, resurrection and ascension (see 12:16, 23; 13:31-32; 17:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) One who believes the Lord must receive the Spirit. Once we have believed the Spirit, we have the indwelling Spirit. The problem today is not whether we have had the Spirit or not, but whether we have been filled with it or not (see Eph 5:18).

   2) The more one has experienced the death and resurrection, the wealthier one has the Spirit within.

   3) The Holy Spirit, the product and sign that Jesus has been glorified, is specially granted to glorify Jesus. The rivers of living water that we have imbibed and that have flown out of us is the Spirit of Jesus who have been glorified. Therefore, no matter imbibing or giving the living water, we should both feel and manifest the glory of Jesus. For the rivers of living water not only quench one’s thirst, but also glorify Jesus. 

John. 7:40 “Therefore many from the crowd, when they heard this saying, said, "Truly this is the Prophet."”

YLT: “Many, therefore out of the multitude, having heard the word, said, `This is truly the Prophet;'”

Literal Meaning: “truly this is the Prophet.” ---- The definite article “the” before “Prophet” referred to the prophet who had heard or known, or the promised prophet who like unto God in the Book of Deuteronomy (see Deut 18:15; 1:21; 6:14).

John. 7:41 “Others said, "This is the Christ." But some said, "Will the Christ come out of Galilee?”

YLT: “others said, `This is the Christ;' and others said, `Why, out of Galilee doth the Christ come?”
Literal Meaning: “will the Christ come out of Galilee?” ---- There contained an emphatically surprising and negative tone, i.e. “The Christ will never come out of Galilee, will He?”
Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) Obviously, men like infer according to their knowledge ---- they know Him according to the flesh so that they have many different views. But we now know him according flesh no more, but according to His inner reality.

   2) As to a believer, he should not know others according to only the flesh, spiritual knowledge, tongue and gift, but the measure of the stature of Christ in them.

John. 7:42 “Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?"”

YLT: “Did not the Writing say, that out of the seed of David, and from Bethlehem -- the village where David was -- the Christ doth come?'”

Literal Meaning: “the Christ comes from the seed of David”, the Scripture has manifestly mentioned the coming Messiah had to be the seed of David (see Ps 89:3-4; 132:11; Is 11:1).

  “From the town of Bethlehem, where David was”, the Scripture has also manifestly mentioned the coming Messiah would come out of Bethlehem (Mic 5:2), where David was (1Sam 17:12).

  They had right Scripture knowledge of the Messiah, but a smattering of knowledge of the birth of the Lord Jesus: (1) His foster father Joseph and foster mother Mary were both the seeds of David (see Matt 1:6, 16; Luke 3:23, 31). (2) They merely knew the Lord Jesus was from Nazareth (see 1:45), but was ignorant of the fact that He had been born in Bethlehem (see Matt 2:1; Luke 2:4-7).

John. 7:43 “So there was a division among the people because of Him.”

YLT: “A division, therefore, arose among the multitude because of him.”

Meaning of Words: “division”: split, schism;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) This chapter repeatedly mentioned the divisions and disputes raised by the people who held different views upon the Lord Jesus (see v.12, 40-41). It tells us that if men hold various views upon Christ, there will be none harmony. There will be none true peace among people until they all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God (Eph 4:13).

   2) The people disputed for they held different views upon the Lord Jesus, so it is no wonder today that the one who is more spiritual and whose life is richer will more easily arise more opinions from others.

   3) Do not take much heed of the misunderstandings about us from others. What is really important is the reality of us before the Lord. 

John. 7:44“Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid hands on Him.”

YLT: “And certain of them were willing to seize him, but no one laid hands on him;”

John. 7:45 “Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why have you not brought Him?"”

YLT: “the officers came, therefore, unto the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, `Wherefore did ye not bring him?'”

John. 7:46 “The officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this Man!"”

YLT: “The officers answered, `Never so spake man -- as this man.'”

Meaning of Words: “no…ever”: never;
Literal Meaning: the officers were apparently commissioned to seize the Lord Jesus in a seasonable chance (see v.32), but they were greatly shocked by His words and unable to seize Him.

John. 7:47 “Then the Pharisees answered them, "Are you also deceived?”

YLT: “The Pharisees, therefore, answered them, `Have ye also been led astray?”
Meaning of Words: “deceived”: go astray, seduce;

John. 7:48 “Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?”

YLT: “Has any of the rulers believed in him, or of the Pharisees?”

Literal Meaning: “the rulers or the Pharisees”, “the rulers” here referred to the rulers like the priests. “The Pharisees”, it showed that the Pharisees were arrogant and considered themselves different from the common people.

John. 7:49 “But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed."”

YLT: “but this multitude, that is not knowing the law, is accursed.'”
Literal Meaning: “this crowd that does not know the law”, it disclosed that the Pharisees despised the common people who were not so familiar with the Old Testament like the Pharisees. It also indicated that if one had known the law he would not believe the Lord Jesus (see v.48).

  “Is accursed” ---- if one disobeys the law for being ignorant of the law, he must be accused and perish (see Lev 20:22, 26).

John. 7:50 “Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by night, being one of them) said to them,”

YLT: “Nicodemus saith unto them -- he who came by night unto him -- being one of them,”
Literal Meaning: “he who came to Jesus by night”, the dialogue between the Lord Jesus and Nicodemus is recorded in chapter three (see v.1-15)

John. 7:51 “"Does our law judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?"”

YLT: “`Doth our law judge the man, if it may not hear from him first, and know what he doth?'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

   1) Judas, in the end of chapter six (see 6:70-71), was close to the Lord Jesus every day, but had not received Him yet. Nicodemus, in the end of chapter seven, though having seen the Lord Jesus only once, received the Lord in secret. Even though men believe Him privately, they will also enjoy the provision of the living water.

   2) If we want to know the Lord Jesus, we should endeavor to read and search His words ---- the Holy Scriptures, which is able to make us wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 3:15).

John. 7:52 “They answered and said to him, "Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee."”

YLT: “They answered and said to him, `Art thou also out of Galilee? search and see, that a prophet out of Galilee hath not risen;'”

Literal Meaning: “Are you also from Galilee?” ---- The Galilean had their own local accent, which was despised by the Jews.

  “No prophet has arisen out of Galilee.” ---- Strictly speaking, it was not quite correct, for the prophet Jonas in the Old Testament was out of Galilee (see 2King 14:25; Josh 19:13).

  The answer of the Pharisees disclosed that they believed the sin of the Lord Jesus was so obvious that any oral confession was unnecessary.

In some old Scriptures, it placed the first sentence of chapter eight (“and everyone went to his own house”) in the end of this verse. And some other version presented it as another verse (verse 53) in this chapter. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. The Need of Men Who are Thirsty
A. The Thirsty Condition of One’s Life:

  1. The Jews sought to kill Him (v.1). ---- They got rid of those who held a view different from their own on account of their thirst.
  2. The Jews' Feast of Tabernacles was at hand (v.2). ---- They seek the joy of the Feast on account of their thirst. 

  3. They walk to seek to be known openly (v.3-4). ---- They seek men’s reputation on account of their thirst. 

B. The Reason for the Thirst of One’s Life:

  1. They do not believe in Him (v.5) ---- There is none joy in the life without the Lord. 

  2. Your time is always ready (v.6) ---- They walk without the constraint of God.

  3. Its works are evil (v.7). ---- They commit sins and do evil.

  4. They neither knew the Lord Jesus (v.15), nor the will of God (v.17).

  5. They seek their own glory rather than the glory of God (v.18).

  6. They keep the letters of the law, but disobey the spirit of the law (v.19-23).

  7. They judge according to appearance instead of righteousness (v.24).

  8. They walk by sight so that they are misled by what they have known and do not know the Lord is “true” (v.25-29).

  9. They do not catch the chance to believe the Lord, but prosecute the Lord (v.30-36).

C. Only the Lord can Quench One’s Thirst:

  1. On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out (v.37a). ---- The Lord comes to knock the door of men’s heart just when they feel disappointed and thirsty.

  2. If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink (v.37b). ---- The Lord announces to men that He can quench men’s thirst.

D. How to Quench One’s Thirst?

  1. Thirst (v.37b) ---- their souls feel no joy, but urgent thirst.

  2. Come (v.37c) ---- they come to seek the Lord. 

  3. Drink (v.37c) ---- they open their hearts to receive the Lord

  4. Believe (v.38a) ---- the way to receive is to believe Him, i.e. to receive Him by believing.

E. The Way to Quench One’s Thirst and the Effect that One’s Thirst has been Quenched

  1. Out of his heart (v.38b) ---- the internal joy of one’s soul, not the external one.

  2. The living water (v.38b) ---- not of material, but of life.

  3. Flow rivers of living water (v.38b) ---- the one who believes Him can not only quench his own thirst, but also flows rivers of living flow to satisfy the thirst of others.

F. How Does the Lord Quench One’s Thirst?

1. Jesus was not yet glorified (v.39b). ---- The Lord’s living water of life should be given out through His death on the cross.

2. Those believing in Him would receive the Spirit (v.39a). ---- After the Lord’s resurrection and ascension, He has become the quickening spirit who dwells in men and provides life for others.

II. As Regards Christ, What’s Your Opinions?
  A. The Jews (the Leaders of the Jews)

1. They sought to kill Him (v.1, 19, 25) ---- for He destroyed the traditional customs in the Sabbath. 

2. They sought Him at the feast (v.11) ---- they set themselves against Him.

3. They marveled at His teachings (v.15) ----they thought Him unlearned and ignorant
4. They sent officers to take Him (v.32) ---- they wanted to close His mouth.

5. They did not know the words of Him (v.35) ---- they were eclipsed by the worldly logic.

6. They did not believe Him (v.47-49) ---- they were arrogant and proud that dthey knew the law.

7. They judged that the Lord was not sent by God from His birth (v.52) ---- they misapplied the Scriptures.

  B. The Brothers of the Lord in the Flesh

1. They incited the Lord to go to Jerusalem (v.3) ---- they thought that was the most suitable place.

2. They provoked the Lord to do miracles manifestly to make Him known openly (v.4) ---- they thought He walked for the reputation of His own. 

3. They did not believe Him (v.5) ---- they were deceived by the relationship in the flesh.

  C. The People who Went to Jerusalem to Have the Feast 
1. There was much complaining among the people concerning Him (v.12a) ---- they regarded Him as news and gossiped about Him only.

2. Some said, "He is good" (v.12b). ---- They believed that He was only a moral man with good virtue.

3. Some said He deceives the people (v.12c). ---- They thought He was evil

4. Some said He was a demon (v.20). ---- They thought He was crazy.

5. Some of them believed in Him (v.31). ---- They thought He was surpassing.

6. Some said He was the Prophet (v.40). ---- They thought He was the prophet who was sent by God.

7. Some said He was the Christ (v.41a). ---- They thought He was the Messiah who was sent by God to save the Jewish nation.

8. Some said He was absolutely not the Christ. (v.41b-42) ---- They thought He could not be the Messiah that the Scripture had promised, for His birth was not right.

  D. The Inhabitants of Jerusalem:

1. They did not understand why He could still speak openly without fearing the rulers’ scheme of killing Him (v.25-26a) ---- They thought He was marvelous.

2. They judged that He was not the Christ (v.26b-27) ---- since they knew His birth in the flesh, they thought it did not conform to the concept of the Messiah.

  E. Nicodemus:

1. He dared oppose the prejudice of the Pharisees for Him (v.50-51) ---- he was bold to speak in the public, for he had ever received and profited from the Lord’s teaching. 

2. He held that men had to hear the interpretations from His own (v.51) ---- to know the Lord works from the His words.

III. The Right Knowledge Concerning Christ

  A. My time has not yet come (v.6, 8) ---- He walked in the restriction of “the hour of God” (v.9).

  B. I testify of it that its works are evil (v.7). ---- He came to manifest the men’s darkness.

C. Not openly, but as it were in secret (v.10). ---- His manner of walking was in the restriction of “the hour of God” (v.9).. 

D. My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me (v.16-17). ---- His doctrine is not of Himself, but of God.

E. He did not seek his own glory, but the glory of the One who sent Him (v.18).

F. Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment (v.24). 

G. I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is “true” (v.28-29).

H. I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me.
I. Only He can quench men’s thirst (v.37-38).

  J. The Holy Spirit will given to quench men’s thirst after He has been glorified (v.39).
John Chapter Eight

I. Content of the Chapter
I.【the Son of God the Savior------ the Light of Life】 

  A. The woman caught in adultery (v. 1-11) ---- the light reveals that every one has sins. 

  B. The Lord is the light of Life (v.12-20) ---- for God the Father is with Him.

  C. He who does not believe the Lord will die in his sins (v.21-30) ---- he who does not believe Him does not believe the Father.

  D. The Lord is the truth, which shall make one free (v.31-36) ---- He has been substantiated in His word.

  E. Abraham's descendants regarded the devil as their father (v.37-47) ---- for they refused to listen to the Lord

  F. Christ is greater than Abraham (v.48-59) ---- for He is the great “I AM”.

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 8:1 “And everyone went to his own house, but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.”
YLT: “And at dawn he came again to the temple,”

Literal Meaning: “and everyone went to his own house”, it was put in the end of chapter seven in some old Scriptures. Men who came to Jerusalem to have the feast went to their houses, for the Feast of Tabernacles had passed (see 7:37). 

“But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.” ---- “The Mount of Olives” the east mountain ridge outside the city of Jerusalem. The Lord stayed on the mountain every night during the last week before His crucifixion (see Luke 21:37), and prayed in the garden of Gethsemane on this mountain before He was caught (see 18:2).


Enlightenment in the Word: the foxes have holes and the birds of the heaven roosting-places, “but” the Son of man has not where he may lay his head (Luke 9:58).
John. 8:2 “Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them.”
YLT: “and all the people were coming unto him, and having sat down, he was teaching them;”

Meaning of Words: “early in the morning”: at dawn;


Literal Meaning: “He sat down and taught them.” ---- The rabbi was usually seated when he was teaching. “Taught”, the tense in the original indicated He began to teach.


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1)
“All the people” were drawn near by the Lord, so they “came to Him”. If the assembly (“the temple”) can manifest the Christ, many people will be naturally drawn to come.

     2) The chief work of the Lord in the assembly is to “teach”. Believers should receive more the Lord’s teaching so that they can walk in His will.

John. 8:3 “Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst,”
YLT: “and the scribes and the Pharisees bring unto him a woman having been taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst,”


Meaning of Words: “in adultery”: sex between a married person and somebody who is not their husband or wife.


Literal Meaning: “the scribes and Pharisees”, here, it is the only place that mentions “scribes” in the Book of John.  

    “Brought to Him a woman caught in adultery”, this sin could not be committed unilaterally, but the man was not here. Obviously, the whole case was deliberately schemed to test the Lord Jesus (see v.6).

    “When they had set her in the midst”, they took her as the object of judgment.

Spiritual Meaning: 
“The scribes and Pharisees”, they represented the religionists, who had rich knowledge about the Scriptures and were apparently moral and righteous.

“Brought to Him a woman caught in adultery”, “woman” stands for every one in the world, for the status of woman is usually used to typify that of all men before God in the Scriptures. 

This woman committed the sin of “adultery”, and it typifies that all the men in the world have committed adultery before God, namely, men are not chaste virgins before God, for they cling to other things outside of God (see 2Cor 11:2-3).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the view of God, the entire world has committed the sin of adultery. Man, the spouse of God, is created for the will of God. Therefore, if a man does not live for God but seeks other things besides God, he has committed the sin of spiritual adultery.
     2) What the religionists (“the scribes and Pharisees”) have done are seemingly right (catch the woman in adultery) ---- uphold the righteousness and maintain the law (namely, defend the law). But if we search carefully, it will be easy to find that there hides the unrighteous fact (not catch that man in adultery) behind the hypocritical mask. 

John. 8:4 “they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act.”
YLT: “they say to him, `Teacher, this woman was taken in the very crime -- committing adultery,”

Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) People in the world often focus the faults of others instead of that of themselves. 

     2) Anyone of the fallen race has been seriously corrupted, especially in his bowel. If one of them can find another man worse than him, he will feel comforted and calm and think the sin of that man is worse than him, and then he will forgive himself. 

John. 8:5 “Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?"”
YLT: “and in the law, Moses did command us that such be stoned; thou, therefore, what dost thou say?'”


Literal Meaning: “that such should be stoned”, actually, the law commanded that the woman and man should be both put to death (see Lev 20:10; Deut 22:22-24).


Enlightenment in the Word: when the scribes and Pharisees brought that woman to the Lord, they were simultaneously bringing themselves to the Lord to be judged (see v.7), for there were not any distinct differences between the condition of their own and that of the woman.
John. 8:6 “This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear.”
YLT: “and this they said, trying him, that they might have to accuse him. And Jesus, having stooped down, with the finger he was writing on the ground,”


Meaning of Words: “test”: prove, scrutinize; “write”: describe;


Literal Meaning: “testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him”, what they asked was a trap, intending to make the Lord Jesus be involved in a dilemma ---- whatever He answered, they would always catch something to accuse Him ---- if He advised to forgive this woman, they would accuse Him of losing justice and disobeying the Law of Moses. However, if He held that the woman should be put to death according to the Law of Moses, they would accuse Him of violating the civil law of Roman Empire. Because the Roman government did not permit the Jews to put any one to death (see 18:31). In addition, such a merciless attitude also disobeyed the His commission of being the “Savior”. 

    “But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger.” ---- Many people guessed what the Lord had written: (1) some guessed he wrote: “who was without sin among you?” (2) Some guessed he wrote: “do not extend your hand to the wicked to be an unrighteous witness (see Ex 23:1).” (3) Some guessed he wrote: “Jehovah said they that departed from Him should be written in the earth (see Jem 17:13).” (4) Some guessed He listed the whole sins in the Ten Commandments; etc. 

    There were at least two intentions that the Lord Jesus wrote on the earth: (1) to calm the people and give them a chance to be introspected. (2) His attitude of paying little attention seemed to express that He judged no one (see v.15).

Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) When we encounter difficulties, we should look upon the guidance of the Lord instead of saying something hastily.

     2) Sometimes, silence, better than voice, can not only calm others, but also express one’s inner status.

     3) Brother Spark said: “the actions of the Christ’s stooping down and writing on the ground typified that God wrote His will on the ground in detail ---- the finger of God had ever written His holy thought on the stone (see Ex 31:18)”. 

John. 8:7 “So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first."”
YLT: “and when they continued asking him, having bent himself back, he said unto them, `The sinless of you -- let him first cast the stone at her;'”


Meaning of Words: “continue”: stay over, remain; abide in; “without sin”: without the losing the goal;


The Background: “let him throw a stone at her first.” ---- The Law of Moses commanded the hands of the witnesses should be “first” upon him to put him to death when they stoned the sinner with stones (see Deut 17:6-7).

Literal Meaning: “they continued asking Him”, they would not give up until the Lord declared His standpoint clearly.

“He who is without sin among you”, “sin” here refers to the general sins ---- He meant: “who had not committed any sin?”, not “who had not committed this sin?”

“Let him throw a stone at her first.” ---- There were two meanings in the answer of the Lord Jesus: (1) no one could accuse Him of setting aside the law; (2) He proposed that who was qualified to execute the law, and thus prevented the action of anyone. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) God established the law for the purpose of helping man to see that he was unable to keep it and thereby turned to the salvation of God. The law was established to bring men into sin and present the proof to condemn others.

     2) If one condemns others for a certain matter, he has been exactly condemned himself for that matter.

     3) The Lord Jesus never answered “yes” or “no” to the questions raised by men (see 4:20, 24; 9:2-3). For controversy was the principle of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, but the Lord would always lead men to the tree of life. As long as a man seeks and obeys his life within, all the problems will be resolved.

John. 8:8 “And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.”
YLT: “and again having stooped down, he was writing on the ground,”


Literal Meaning: He was soundlessly waiting for the working of His words in the heart of everyone.

John. 8:9 “Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.”
YLT: “and they having heard, and by the conscience being convicted, were going forth one by one, having begun from the elders -- unto the last; and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.”


Literal Meaning: “beginning with the oldest even to the last”, the oldest men earliest found they did not conform to the standard that established by the Lord, so they shrank back from difficulties.

“Went out one by one”, it indicated that they were convicted by their conscience that they had all sinned. 

“And Jesus was left alone”, only the Lord Jesus had not sinned, and could not sin.


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Evil people are similarly bad all over the world. No one is qualified to condemn others, for everyone will see that he unexceptionally is a sinner like others in the light of God.

     2) The one who has been condemned is a sinner, and the one who condemns him is a sinner, too. Not only is the one who apparently sins a sinner, and the one who does not apparently sin as well.

John. 8:10 “When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?" ”

YLT: “And Jesus having bent himself back, and having seen no one but the woman, said to her, `Woman, where are those -- thine accusers? did no one pass sentence upon thee?'”

Literal Meaning: “woman”, it was not a severe or dishonorable call (see 2:4; 19:26).  

  “Has no one condemned you?” ---- “Condemn” was a judicial word.

John. 8:11 “She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more." ”

YLT: “and she said, `No one, Sir;' and Jesus said to her, `Neither do I pass sentence on thee; be going on, and no more sin.'”

Literal Meaning: “Lord”, she might have ever heard Jesus, which granted her faith.

  “Neither do I condemn you”, it indicated that the Lord Jesus granted the sinner a chance to repent. The Lord did not condemn men, for He had borne men’s sins on the cross.

  “Go and sin no more”, it showed that He never connived at the sin. Instead of ignoring the sin or compromising with the sin, He had to condemn the sin on account of the righteousness of God.

  “Sin no more”, in the original, it meant that she had to stop committing the sin habitually. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The scribes and Pharisees who caught the woman in adultery wanted to condemn the woman, but were not qualified, for they were sinner too ---- “He who is without sin among you (v.7)”. The Lord Jesus who was the only qualified one said to her, however: “neither do I condemn you.” Oh! How gracious the word was! This was the good news for sinners!

     2) The Lord not only forgave the woman’s sins in the past, and said to her: “go and sin no more.” These gracious words would provide her much power to overcome the power of sin.

     3) The principle of the Law of Moses: being held ---- “being caught” (v.4) and being put to death ---- “being stoned” (v.5). The principle of the salvation of Christ: being delivered ---- “go” and “being saved” ---- “Neither do I condemn you”.

     4) “Go and sin no more”, this is a command by the Lord Jesus for us. Since we have been saved, we shall neither sin any more, nor live in it (see Rom 6:2)

     5) The Lord did not say: “go, sin as less as you can”. The Lord can not bear any sin at all, and He commands those who are of Him to be blameless. But such a command will never be fulfilled in our own abilities, but continually in the power of His life.

John. 8:12 “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." ”

YLT: “Again, therefore, Jesus spake to them, saying, `I am the light of the world; he who is following me shall not walk in the darkness, but he shall have the light of the life.'”

The Background: during the Feast of Tabernacles, in the women’s house of the temple, there was a ceremony of kindling four great candles, for the purpose of remembering that God had led the people of Israel to walk in the wilderness by the a pillar of fire (see Ex 13:21-22; Neh 9:12).

Literal Meaning: “then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world.” ---- Some Bible exegetes held that the next paragraph was spoken in the Feast of Tabernacles, and there were two reasons as follows: (1) in some old Scriptures, verse one to eleven were an appendix at the end of this book. And some one removed and inserted them to the beginning of this chapter. (2) When the Feast of Tabernacles started, the temple was illuminated by the candles. Just like the Lord’s announcement that He is the rivers of living water (see 7:37-38), the Lord’s declares that He is the “light” also in the background of the Feast of Tabernacles.

However, the Lord here declared: “I am the light of the world”. It verified the Pharisees had found their guilt conscientiously in the enlightenment in verse nine.

It was said by Augustus and Jerome that verse one to eleven were verily recorded in many old Scriptures, but later the scribes deleted them intentionally for fear that their wives would be wantonly. That was why this paragraph was not seen in many old Scriptures afterwards. Anyway, this paragraph has been handed down till now, and its verity has been proved and received by the churches. Therefore, any dubious attitude towards it is improper.  

“He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness”. ---- Here, it hinted that He was the pillar of fire that God led His people. “Darkness” refers to one’s spiritual ignorance: (1) they could not judge, for they judged according to the flesh (see v.15). (2) They neither knew the Christ, nor the true God (see v.19). (3) They did not know the truth (see v.32). (4) They did not know they were salves of sin and would die in their sins (v. 21, 24, and 34). (5) They neither knew where they came from, nor whom they belonged to (v. 23). (6) They did not know they were doing what their father the devil did (v.41, 44).

“But have the light of life.” ---- Here, the light and life are connected together, indicating that the light comes from life, and life produces light (see Ps 36:9).

From verse twelve to twenty, the key words are light, life, witness, knowledge, send and true.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord said: “he who follows Me shall not walk in darkness”. ---- It unveils that he who follows the Lord will obtain the light and be able to see and know. On the contrary, if one neither has the light, nor is able to see or know, he must have not followed the Lord.

     2) “He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness”. ---- When we follow the Lord, though often being unable to expect our future, we can also follow Him in the rest, for He can never be wrong.

     3) Men’s darkness stems from men’s death ---- they had been dead in the offences and sins (see Eph 2:1) and fell into darkness thereafter. Any other way is unable to dissipate darkness, except for “light”. When light comes, darkness will be dispersed immediately. 

     4) The Lord Jesus is our “light of life”, which indicates that: (1) such light is the spiritual light within oneself rather than the externally material or natural light. (2) Such light gives forth the power of life sufficiently, which not only enlightens us and also motivates us to walk in the pleasantness of God. 

     5) Christ shows Himself is the “light of life”, which on one hand judges all the self-righteousness ---- “went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last (v.9)”, and delivers all the sinners on the other ---- “go and sin no more (v.11)”.

    6) The state of one’s life depends on whether he has “the light of life” or not. The more the light of life he has, the more he will be judged. The more he has been judged, the more he will be sanctified. More sanctification must bring about the increase of his life within.

    7) Christ is “the light of life”. It manifests the fullness of Christ, who not only enlightens others ---- reveals, proves and judges, and also has the power of life ---- provides, motivates and perfects.

     8) “The light of life” means that the Lord comes to be our light. In the past, we were alienated from the life of the Lord and had been fallen in the darkness. At present, we have the Lord to be out light in us. We are able to see clearly and judge what is condemned by God and what is justified by God.

     9) When “the light of life” enlightens us, it transmits the essence of God’s life to us and enables us to partake increasingly in His full life and disposition.

John. 8:13 “The Pharisees therefore said to Him, "You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not true." ”

YLT: “The Pharisees, therefore, said to him, `Thou of thyself dost testify, thy testimony is not true;'”

The Background: the rabbis supplemented the proofs with such a rule: if one bore witness of oneself, it would be invalid.

John. 8:14 “Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from and where I am going. ”

YLT: “Jesus answered and said to them, `And if I testify of myself -- my testimony is true, because I have known whence I came, and whither I go, and ye -- ye have not known whence I come, or whither I go.”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus in this verse pointed out two factors in His answer: (1) He was qualified to bear witness of Himself, but the Pharisees were not. (2) He knew His origin and His direction, but the Pharisees knew neither of them.  

  “My witness is true.” ---- Everything of Christ is true, so He can bear witness of Himself. He is the true light. And the light is just before men, so it is unnecessary to be witnessed. 

  “For I know where I came from and where I am going”, He has clear knowledge of His origin and direction, so He can bear witness of Himself.

  “But you do not know where I come from and where I am going.” ---- What the Pharisees knew was merely where He came from in the flesh (v.7:28), but did not know the origin of His nature and where He was going.

Enlightenment in the Word: the effect and verity do not rest in being witnessed by oneself or by others, but in the state of the testifier. If he is true, the witness will be true. But if not true, the witness will never be true, no matter how many testifiers there are. 
John. 8:15 “You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. ”

YLT: “`Ye according to the flesh do judge; I do not judge any one,”

Meaning of Words: “judge”: avenge, conclude, condemn, damn;

Literal Meaning: “you judge according to the flesh”, it meant that their judgment was superficial and shallow and had not been according to the true knowledge (to grasp all the real facts of all). 

  “I judge no one.” ---- There were three meanings: (1) if it was according to the motivation and standard of the Pharisees, it would be unnecessary for Him to make any judgment in such case at all. (2) If it was according to the true meaning of judgment, He had already judged all the people (see v.26). (3) He emphasized His main commission of coming to the world was not to judge the world, but save the world (see 12:47).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The one who walks according to the flesh does not have the revelation of faith (see 2Cor 5:7), i.e. he has not the spiritual revelation.

     2) Judge not, that you be not judged. For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you (see Matt 7:1-2). 

John. 8:16 “And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent Me. ”

YLT: “and even if I do judge my judgment is true, because I am not alone, but I and the Father who sent me;”

Meaning of Words: “judge”: avenge, conclude, and decide; 
Literal Meaning: “and yet if I do judge, My judgment is true”, it indicated that He did not judge then was not on account of lacking the wisdom of judgment. If He judged, He could still make a right judgment. For He did not judge according to sight, but judged righteous judgment (see 7:24).

  “But I am with the Father who sent Me”, it meant that He and the Father became a double witness (see v.18). “The Father who sent Me”, it indicated that He was clearly conscious of His commission all the time.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) It is unsuitable for a believer to take in his own hand independently. Instead, one should always realize that the presence of the Lord and rely on Him in everything.

     2) We ought to say: “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that (James 4:15)”.

John. 8:17 “It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. ”

YLT: “and also in your law it hath been written, that the testimony of two men are true;”

Literal Meaning: “it is also written in your law”, the Lord used “your law”, for the Pharisees claimed to know the law (see 7:49). And He did not mean that He came to destroy the law (see Matt 5:17).

  “The testimony of two men is true.” ---- It was commanded in the law that there should be at least two witnesses when a matter was established（see Deut 17:6; 19:15）.

John. 8:18 “I am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me." ”

YLT: “I am who is testifying of myself, and the Father who sent me doth testify of me.'”

Literal Meaning: it is in line with the law that the Lord and the Father bear the witness together.

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord says His judgment is true; for He is with the Father (see v.16) who bears the witness with the Lord together. Likewise, we should not be cowardly when bearing the witness of the Lord, for the Lord Himself is with us and bears witness with us together.

John. 8:19 “Then they said to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also." ”

YLT: “They said, therefore, to him, `Where is thy father?' Jesus answered, `Ye have neither known me nor my Father: if me ye had known, my Father also ye had known.'”

Literal Meaning: “where is Your Father?” ---- The Pharisees did not know the Lord’s metaphorical meaning, but thought He referred to His physical father ---- Joseph, who might be dead then. The Pharisees might also deliberately tempt the Lord to say that His Father is in the heaven, and then accused Him of blaspheming. But His hour had not come yet (see v.20), so the Pharisees failed to seize any handle.

  “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also.” ---- The Word was with God, and the Word was God (see 1:1). The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him (see 1:18). Therefore, if a man wants to know the Son, he will know the Father. He that does not know the Son will not know the Father.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) He who knows Christ has known God. Christ is the only way for men to come to the mysterious God (see 14:6-7)

     2) Any one who refuses the Savior the Lord Jesus will never know God truly. The spirit of a man can rejoice in God only when his soul magnifies the Lord (see Luke 1:46-47).

John. 8:20 “These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come. ”

YLT: “These sayings spake Jesus in the treasury, teaching in the temple, and no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come;”

Meaning of Words: “treasury”: a treasure-house; a court in the temple for the collection-boxes;

Literal Meaning: “Jesus spoke in the treasury”, “treasury” was set in the women’s house of the temple, and there were 13 collection-boxes for men to offer their money. The treasury was close to the court where the Sanhedrim gathered. Before a while, the Pharisees had just gathered there to discuss their scheme of seizing the Lord (see 7:45-52).

John. 8:21 “Then Jesus said to them again, "I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come." ”

YLT: “therefore said Jesus again to them, `I go away, and ye will seek me, and in your sin ye shall die; whither I go away, ye are not able to come.'”

Literal Meaning: “again” was a connecting link between the preceding and the following.

  “I am going away”. ---- “Go away” refers not only His death and being buried and even His resurrection and ascension as well.

  “You will seek Me”. ---- It did not mean the Jews changed their ideas and came to seek the Lord’s salvation when the Lord died, for the majority of the Jews had not been saved by receiving and believing the Lord so far. Instead, it indicated that they sought the hiding place of His body and maintained his disciples came by night and stole Him (see Matt 28:13).

John. 8:22 “So the Jews said, "Will He kill Himself, because He says, "Where I go you cannot come'?" ”

YLT: “The Jews, therefore, said, `Will he kill himself, because he saith, Whither I go away, ye are not able to come?'”

Literal Meaning: “will He kill Himself”，the Jews believed that the one who had committed suicide would go to the hell. They thought they would steadily go to the heaven, so they misapprehended that “the place they could not come” said by the Lord was the hell.

John. 8:23 “And He said to them, "You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. ”

YLT: “and he said to them, `Ye are from beneath, I am from above; ye are of this world, I am not of this world;”

Literal Meaning: “You are of this world”, “of” refers to the origin. “The world” lies in Satan (see 1John 5:19).

  “I am not of this world.” ---- Though the Lord Jesus came to the world (see 16:28), but He was not of the world.

  They could not believe Him, for they were distinct from Him in the origin, relationship and concept.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) Apart from death, there still remain other things which can separate men (see v.47; 3:31; 15:19; 1John 3:10).

     2) We should never seek things of God through the natural concept of material and the earthly logic. For who of men has known the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him (1Cor 2:11)? 

John. 8:24 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins." ”

YLT: “I said, therefore, to you, that ye shall die in your sins, for if ye may not believe that I am , ye shall die in your sins.'”

Literal Meaning: “if you do not believe that I am He”, “that I am He”, “I am that I am”, which is the name of Jehovah God. The name of “Jehovah” especially emphasizes the relationship of God with men.

  The Lord indicates that He is the God who comes into contact with men. He is everything that men need.

  “Will die in your sins”, men’s faith in the One who is “I am” becomes a crucial factor that effluences their destiny.

Enlightenment in the Word: “if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” ---- In other words, only the one who has the spiritual vision of the full Christ whose name is “I am” can be delivered from sin and death.
John. 8:25 “Then they said to Him, "Who are You?" And Jesus said to them, "Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning. ”

YLT: “They said, therefore, to him, `Thou -- who art thou?' and Jesus said to them, `Even what I did speak of to you at the beginning;”

Literal Meaning: “Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning”, or “I have been saying to you from the beginning, haven’t I?” Someone translated: “why should I have to say to you?” In the original, it carries a meaning that I am always the one whom I have been saying to you.

John. 8:26 “I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him." ”

YLT: “many things I have to speak concerning you and to judge, but He who sent me is true, and I -- what things I heard from Him -- these I say to the world.'”

Literal Meaning: it means that He will definitely condemn the world, and His judgment is true, for it is the Father’s judgment.

John. 8:27 “They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. ”

YLT: “They knew not that of the Father he spake to them;”

John. 8:28 “Then Jesus said to them, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things. ”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said to them, `When ye may lift up the Son of Man then ye will know that I am ; and of myself I do nothing, but according as my Father did teach me, these things I speak;”

Literal Meaning: “you lift up the Son of Man”, “life up”, it refers to His impending death on the cross (see 3:14; 12:32, 34).

  This verse disclosed that the world would not know the real relationship of the Lord with the Father until the Lord Jesus had been crucified on the cross (see Matt 27:54). It included three aspects: (1) Jesus is the Christ. (2) He does nothing of Himself. (2) What He had said was taught by God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If we have truly known the Lord that we believe is the One who is “I am”, we will receive various provisions from Him, thus experiencing His fullness.

     2) Whatever we need, the One who is “I am” will always satisfy us.

John. 8:29 “And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him." ”

YLT: “and He who sent me is with me; the Father did not leave me alone, because I, the things pleasing to Him, do always.'”

Literal Meaning: though the Lord Jesus came to the world, He was not separate from God the Father. Instead of being “alone” in the world, God the Father was always with Him (see 16:32; Matt 27:46) before His being crucified for the sin of the world.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) It is also necessary for us to live a life that pleases God.

     2) If we want to always do those things that please Him, we should keep living in a constant “fellowship with” Him.

John. 8:30 “As He spoke these words, many believed in Him. ”

YLT: “As he is speaking these things, many believed in him;”

Literal Meaning: “many believed in Him”, the majority of them receives His words superficially, but is unwilling to keep His words (see v.31). Later, they left no place in them for the words of the Lord (see v.37), and even sought to kill Him (see v.37, 40), for they were ignorant of His words and unable to listen to His words (see v.43). Obviously, their “faith”, just like the parable of sowing on the rocky places (see Matt 13:20-21), is not the real faith.

  Some Bible exegetes said the tense of “believe” indicated a meaning of “going to start”, so it could be translated into “began to believe”, i.e. partly believe. Therefore, the Lord here explained the definition and effect of the real faith to them (see v.31-36).

John. 8:31 “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.”

YLT: “Jesus, therefore, said unto the Jews who believed in him, `If ye may remain in my word, truly my disciples ye are, and ye shall know the truth,”

Enlightenment in the Word: if one really wants to be the true disciple of the Lord, he should always abide in the Lord’s words. Only those who constantly abide in the words of the Lord are His true disciples. 
John. 8:32 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." ”

YLT: “and the truth shall make you free.'”

Literal Meaning: “you shall know the truth”, there are two meanings concerning “truth”: (1) objectively, it refers to the revelation of God, which enables men to know the will of God and thereby receive the salvation. (2) Subjectively, it refers to Christ Himself (see 14:6), who is the center of the revelation of God (Gal 1:16) as well as the specific manifestation of the salvation of God (see Eph 3:6).

  “The truth shall make you free.” ---- “Free” does not mean the political freedom which prevents the people from the dominance of other nations, but being delivered from these bonds as below: (1) it keeps men from the bonds of the law (see v.3-11; Gal 5:1). (2) It keeps men from the bonds of sins (see v.34-36). (3) It keeps men from the oppression of the devil (see v.44). (4) It keeps men from the fate of dying in death (v. 21, 24).

  If we put this verse and verse 36 (“if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.”) together, we will find that “the truth” is “the Son of the Father”. Therefore, the “truth” in this chapter does not emphasize the objective knowledge, but the fact that Christ Himself has become believers’ subjective experiences.

  Christ is the “truth” that makes one free, for the accomplished salvation by Him includes these four aspects as follows: (1) He has fulfilled the law, enabling those who are in Him not to be bounded by the law. (2) His life of resurrection has overcome the sin, enabling those who are in Him not to be bounded by sin. (3) He has annulled the devil, enabling those who are in Him not to be oppressed by the devil. (4) He had been judged for us on the cross, enabling those who are in Him not to be threatened by the death.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) To practically keep the truth is the way to understand the truth. Knowing the truth comes from practicing the words of the Lord (see 7:17).

     2) To enjoy the presence of God constantly is free indeed.

     3) If one can see clearly the whole facts, he will not be bound in ignorance and blindness or live in the oppression of self-righteousness, pride, envy, prejudice and bias. Such discernment and perceptiveness shall be generated from the enlightenment of the truth within.

     4) Many times, we come to God according to our own feelings and experiences, not the truth of God. Many times, we are repressed for being unable to see what the truth is or what the reality is. Once we have seen the truth, “the truth will make us free”. The spiritual reality delivers one from his own feeling, and makes him free.

     5) When Satan comes to tempt or attack men, it moves quietly and schemes to dust the eyes of us. Only when the Lord reminds us that something is of Satan, will we stand against the devil. This is “truth will make us free”.

     6) Christ is truth as well as the reality of life (see 2Cor 1:20). If one has Christ, his life has real meaning. If one has not, it is vanity of vanities.

     7) The truth is closely linked to freedom. They are the both sides of one thing, and either of them is indispensable. Freedom does not refer to being presumptuous. A man who acts wildly and rashly often is a man who has been terribly oppressed and extremely lacks freedom. Only can the one who keeps the truth inwardly walk freely outwardly and be free from the intervention and constraint of anyone. However, he who does not walk according to the truth will lose his freedom sooner or later.

John. 8:33 “They answered Him, "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, "You will be made free'?" ”

YLT: “They answered him, `Seed of Abraham we are; and to no one have we been servants at any time; how dost thou say -- Ye shall become free?'”

Literal Meaning: “we are Abraham's descendants”, according to the pedigree, all the Jews are Abraham's descendants in the flesh (see v.37), but not necessarily his “spiritual” descendants (see Rom 9:7-8).

  “And have never been in bondage to anyone”, they explained freedom according to the political meaning, and considered themselves that they had never been in bondage to anyone. In fact, in those several hundred years, the Jews had been successively in bondage to Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome, but they did not confess those were in bondage.

  “How can You say, "You will be made free'?" ---- They did not comprehend the freedom spoken by the Lord was the inward freedom.

John. 8:34 “Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. ”

YLT: “Jesus answered them, `Verily, verily, I say to you -- Every one who is committing sin, is a servant of the sin,”

Literal Meaning: “whoever commits sin”: those who commit sin in succession.

  “Is a slave of sin”, “slave” refers to the one who is sold to another person and has no freedom. It indicates that sin in men is a violent thing with strong power and influence, which compels men to be its slaves. Being a captive of sin, men will commit sins uncontrollably. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) One can not enjoy freedom when he lives in sin, for a sinner can not get rid of the entanglement of the sin through his own ability. 

     2) If a man overindulges himself in sins, though seemingly follows his inclinations at will, he will be actually a slave of sin without any true freedom ---- disobeys his conscience and runs counter to his conscience. 

John. 8:35 “And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. ”

YLT: “and the servant doth not remain in the house -- to the age, the son doth remain -- to the age;”

Literal Meaning: the status of a “slave” is different from that of a “son”. The former may be extruded at any time, but the latter lives in his house forever.

Enlightenment in the Word: he who is a slave of sin has no right in the host’s house, for only the son has such right. He who does not believe the Lord has no right to inherit the promise of God or abide in the house of God.
John. 8:36 “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. ”

YLT: “if then the son may make you free, in reality ye shall be free.”

Literal Meaning: one’s true spiritual freedom is obtained through the Son. The Son of God can deliver men from being slaves of sin (see v.34), and this is true freedom.

John. 8:37 “"I know that you are Abraham's descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. ”

YLT: “`I have known that ye are seed of Abraham, but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you;”

Literal Meaning: “because My word has no place in you”, or “My word can not run in you” ---- His word had encountered opposition. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the true descendants of Abraham have two features: (1) they never seek to kill men. (2) They must believe the word of God (see Rom 4:16).
John. 8:38 “I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with your father." ”

YLT: “I -- that which I have seen with my Father do speak, and ye, therefore, that which ye have seen with your father -- ye do.'”

Literal Meaning: He walked according to His Father, but they were walking according to their father. Here, it focused on the difference of the origin ---- “My Father … your father”. “Your father” was neither Abraham (see v.39), nor God the Father (see v.41-42), but the devil (see v.44).  

Pay attention to the comparisons in this verse: (1) “I” vs. “you”; (2) “My Father” vs. “your father”.

John. 8:39 “They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham. ”

YLT: “They answered and said to him, `Our father is Abraham;' Jesus saith to them, `If children of Abraham ye were, the works of Abraham ye were doing;”

Literal Meaning: the Jews disputed again that they were Abraham's descendants, so the Lord Jesus made a comparison between these two fathers, namely, Abraham and their father. Their actions manifested their father’s works, which did not conform to the nature of Abraham (v.40).

Enlightenment in the Word: the pedigree in the flesh is different from the spiritual origin and works.

John. 8:40 “But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this. ”

YLT: “and now, ye seek to kill me -- a man who hath spoken to you the truth I heard from God; this Abraham did not;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus regarded His teachings as the same of God, thus arousing their hostility.
John. 8:41 “You do the deeds of your father." Then they said to Him, "We were not born of fornication; we have one Father--God." ”

YLT: “ye do the works of your father.' They said, therefore, to him, `We of whoredom have not been born; one Father we have -- God;'”

Literal Meaning: “we were not born of fornication”, it might slander the Lord Jesus and hint obliquely that He was born from a virgin instead of a woman. But it was of more possibility that it might refer to the faithfulness of faith (see Hos 1:2) ---- they held that they had never been idolatrous in private in the relationship with God. Therefore, they said they had one father.
  When they said it, they might remember the “Samaritans” (see v.48), whose religion was a filthy mixture produced from the paganism and Judaism.

Enlightenment in the Word: men’s acts manifest that where they come from and whose sons they are.
John. 8:42 “Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. ”

YLT: “Jesus then said to them, `If God were your father, ye were loving me, for I came forth from God, and am come; for neither have I come of myself, but He sent me;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus emphasized the spiritual kindred instead of that in the flesh. If they were true daughters of God, they would love Jesus like the Father.

John. 8:43 “Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. ”

YLT: “wherefore do ye not know my speech? because ye are not able to hear my word.”

Meaning of Words: “speech”: talk; 
Literal Meaning: “why do you not understand My speech?” ---- “my speech” refers to the way of expression ---- wording and phrasing.

“You are not able to listen to My word.” ---- “My word” refers to the content of his word.

The Jews were so convinced of their prejudices that they could not understand what the Lord Jesus really said (see v.47).

John. 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. ”

YLT: “`Ye are of a father -- the devil, and the desires of your father ye will to do; he was a man-slayer from the beginning, and in the truth he hath not stood, because there is no truth in him; when one may speak the falsehood, of his own he speaketh, because he is a liar -- also his father.”
Meaning of Words: “devil”: false accuser, devil, slanderer; “desire”: concupiscence, lust;

Literal Meaning: “You are of your father the devil”, the Jews refused the truth of the Lord Jesus and schemed to kill Him, showing that they were of the devil, not God. Their actions revealed their evil paternity that they belonged to “their father the devil”. 

  “The desires of your father you want to do”, “want” referred to one’s choice of his will.

  “He was a murderer from the beginning,” the devil had forced Cain kill Abel (see Gen 4:8; 1John 3:12). It suggested that the Jews were so manipulated by the devil that they tended to murder Him (see v.37).

  “When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources”, its lies stem from a sort of specific evil nature in it. 

  “He is a liar.” ---- The devil had enticed Eve by a lie to disobey the command of God (see Gen 3:1-6 Rom 5:12, 14).

  “He is the father of it”, the devil itself is the father of lies and the origin of sin.

  This verse also pointed out the relation of the Jewish leaders with the devil: (1) they were of their father the devil. (2) They wanted to do the desires of their father. (3) The devil was the father of these who lied.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We believers were of the devil in the past. However, when believing and receiving that grate “I AM” (v. 24, 28), we have received the light of life and truth (see v.12, 32) and been delivered out of darkness and vanity.

     2) Satan is “the father of lies”. In other words, those who lie are all descendants of Satan. Falsehood exists much more common than any other thing in the world. Any one who is of Satan will inevitably lie for Him in the world.

     3) All the children of God should never give place to falsehood, but make up their mind to deal with their sins. Only when we want to refuse to lie, will we find that how many falsehoods there are in us.

     4) Any falsehood among the children of God should be eliminated. If there is a lie lingering in you, there will be a handle for Satan to manipulate you. It is most miserable that the lying seed even lingers in the children of God. 

John. 8:45 “But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. ”

YLT: “`And because I say the truth, ye do not believe me.”

Enlightenment in the Word: good advice may sound harsh to the ears. Today, we may encounter objections from others when we preach the truth and spiritual realities to others. 

John. 8:46 “Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? ”

YLT: “Who of you doth convict me of sin? and if I speak truth, wherefore do ye not believe me?”

Literal Meaning: “which of you convicts Me of sin?” ---- Such question hints that the answer should be “nobody”. The Lord Jesus is the only perfect man who is holy, undefiled and apart from sin (see Heb 7:26), so He can ask such a question in boldness.

“And if I tell the truth”, He not only teaches others the truth and He is even the vivid incarnation of truth.

“Why do you not believe Me?” ---- Why do men not give forth the living faith in such One who is the vivid manifestation of God? Their unbelief proves they are not of god (v.47), but the devil (see v.44)

John. 8:47 “He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God." ”

YLT: “he who is of God, the sayings of God he doth hear; because of this ye do not hear, because of God ye are not.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: the depth of a believer’s spirit shall often love the words of God. But when we fall into our natural mind, we will feel boring. Therefore, when we take no interest in the words of God, we should return to the spirit and touch God’s words in the spirit and truth. 

John. 8:48 “Then the Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?" ”

YLT: “The Jews, therefore, answered and said to him, `Do we not say well, that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a demon?'”

The Background: “Samaria” was a major city of the north kingdom of Israel in the period of the Old Testament and was also the capital (see 1King 16:24, 29). Before 700 BC, approximately, after the Assyrian conquered the north kingdom of Israel, most of the Jews moved to the nations. Meanwhile, the king of Assyria brought people from the nations, and made them dwell in the cities of Samaria (see 2King 17:6, 24). From then on, people in Samaria became hybrids of the Jews and other races, whose offspring are “Samaritans”. History showed that they had the Pentateuch, according to which they worshipped God, but the Jews had never confessed that Samaritans were of the Jews.
Literal Meaning: “you are a Samaritan”, this is an insulting saying, which is used to describe the “apostasy”. The Jews insulted others by such saying.

John. 8:49 “Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me. ”

YLT: “Jesus answered, `I have not a demon, but I honour my Father, and ye dishonour me;”

John. 8:50 “And I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks and judges. ”

YLT: “and I do not seek my own glory; there is who is seeking and is judging;”

Literal Meaning: “there is One who seeks and judges.” ---- It unveils that God will come to justify His Son.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) We shall not care about being judged by men, but seek the judgment of God, for His judgment is true.

     2) We should not seek our own glory, and then God will glorify us.

John. 8:51 “Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death." ”

YLT: “verily, verily, I say to you, If any one may keep my word, death he may not see -- to the age.'”
Literal Meaning: “if anyone keeps My word”, it refers to believing and keeping the words of the Lord.

  “He shall never see death”, “death” here referred to the spiritual death, not the physical one. “See”, it meant in the original being interest in beholding or paying attention to, so it also meant seeing and establishing a relationship. “He shall never see death”, it meant that he would be always kept from the threat and bond of death.

  “The words of the Lord are spirit, and they are life (see 6:63)”, so he who keeps the word of the Lord will obtain the spiritual life. Though he has been dead in the flesh, the Lord will raise him up at the last day (see 6:40).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) He who believes the Lord Jesus and keeps His teachings shall have the eternal life and rise in the future.

     2) Believers obtain the provision of the life of God through keeping in fellowship with the Lord and abiding in His words. Therefore, we should desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word that we may grow up to salvation by it (see 1Pet 2:2).

John. 8:52 “Then the Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, "If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste death.'”

YLT: “The Jews, therefore, said to him, `Now we have known that thou hast a demon; Abraham did die, and the prophets, and thou dost say, If any one may keep my word, he shall not taste of death -- to the age!”

Literal Meaning: the Jews interpreted the Lord’s word that “he shall never see death (v.51)” literally, and thereby misapprehended that He would not die in the flesh.

John. 8:53 “Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead. Who do You make Yourself out to be?" ”

YLT: “Art thou greater than our father Abraham, who died? and the prophets died; whom dost thou make thyself?'”

Literal Meaning: “Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead?” ---- The tone of this question may bring about a negative answer.

John. 8:54 “Jesus answered, "If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is your God. ”

YLT: “Jesus answered, `If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it is my Father who is glorifying me, of whom ye say that He is your God;”

Literal Meaning: the Lord denied that He had glorified Himself, but told them that He walked only for fulfilling the will of God.

John. 8:55 “Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, "I do not know Him,' I shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word. ”

YLT: “and ye have not known Him, and I have known Him, and if I say that I have not known Him, I shall be like you -- speaking falsely; but I have known Him, and His word I keep;”

Meaning of Words: “know (the first one)”, it refers to the objective knowledge that one obtains outward progressively. “Know (the second one)”, it refers to the subjective knowledge that one obtains inwardly directly.
Literal Meaning: God will definitely be glorified by His Son, for the Son has the supreme excellency of the knowledge of God. (If the Lord Jesus denies it, he will also deny the rightness of His commission.) Being faithful to His commission, the Lord Jesus also keeps the word of God.

John. 8:56 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." ”

YLT: “Abraham, your father, was glad that he might see my day; and he saw, and did rejoice.'”

Meaning of Words: “see”: perceive, tell, and understand;

Literal Meaning: “your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day”, “My day”, it is different from the day of Christ who comes again to judge the world, which mentions in other scriptures (see Phi 1:6; 2:16). Here, it might refer to the period that He was incarnated to the world to accomplish the salvation.

  This verse did not mean Abraham rejoiced to “hope” the day of the Lord, but “see” the day of the Lord.

  “And he saw it and was glad.” ---- It showed that he got the vision in faith (see Heb 11:13).

John. 8:57 “Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" ”

YLT: “The Jews, therefore, said unto him, `Thou art not yet fifty years old, and Abraham hast thou seen?'”

Literal Meaning: “you are not yet fifty years old”, when the Lord Jesus began to preach, He was only 30 years old (see Luke 3:23), so at most 33 years old at this time. They guessed that He was not yet fifty years old according to the flesh. However, it proved that he grew up as a root out of dry ground and had neither forms nor lordliness. He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief (see Is 53:2-3). Therefore, his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men (see Is 52:12), thus appearing older than His real age.

John. 8:58 “Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM." ”

YLT: “Jesus said to them, `Verily, verily, I say to you, Before Abraham's coming -- I am;'”

Literal Meaning: “before Abraham was, I AM”, here, the revelation of the Lord about Himself has reached the summit ---- it emphasizes that the Lord Jesus is entirely different from Abraham. The creature (Abraham) was restricted by time, but the Lord Jesus existed before Abraham, and existed early in the past eternity and exists forever. His life is characterized by the divine nature of transcending time. The Lord Jesus said “I AM” instead of “I was”, indicating that He existed from the past eternity.
  This saying seemed from “I AM THAT I AM” in the Exodus (3:14), and suggested the Lord Jesus saw eye to eye with Jehovah ---- the Lord is that “I AM THAT I AM”. The Jews knew the meaning of His word ---- the one who absolutely existed before all things was equal with God. It was no wonder that the Jews took up stones to throw at Him (see v.59).

Enlightenment in the Word: the Lord is the One “I AM”. No matter in the past, at present, in the future, He is always that “I AM”. Therefore, all of us can enjoy His being at any time.
John. 8:59 “Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. ”

YLT: “they took up, therefore, stones that they may cast at him, but Jesus hid himself, and went forth out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.”

Literal Meaning: the Jews had not any other explanation for the Lord’s declaration, except for blasphemy, so they thought it was the right penalty to take up stones to throw at Him (see Lev 24:16).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. To Know Sin 
A. The State of Sin ---- every one has sinned (v. 7, 9).

B. The Origin of Sin ---- the devil (v.44).

  1. It forces men to do its desires.

  2. It is the father of lies.

C. The Three Main Forms of Sin:

  1. Fornication (v.3, 41).

  2. Murder (v.44).

  3. Lie (v.44).

D. The Result of Sin:

  1. To be a slave of sin (v.34).

  2. One will die in his sins (v.21, 24).
E. The Salvation of Sin:

  1. Only is the Lord Jesus not a sinner (v.9).

  2. He has the right of condemnation, but He does not condemn men (v. 11, 15).

  3. He should be lifted up for men’s sin on the cross (v.28).

  4. He makes the one who believes Him to be free indeed (v.36).

  5. He can deliver men from the eternal death (v.24, 51-52).

F. The Content of the Lord’s Salvation 

1. He bears men’s iniquities on the cross (v.28) ---- to remove the penalty of sin.

2. He comes to be the light of believers’ life (v.12) ---- to get rid of the sins by enlightenment.

3. He makes men to be free through the truth of His word (v. 31-32, 34) ---- the Lord Himself has become the truth for men in His word.

4. He enables men to know increasingly this great “I AM” in men’s practical experience (v. 24, 28, 58) ---- whatever we need, the One that “I AM” will satisfy us.

II. The Witnesses that the Lord Jesus has Made for Himself
  A. He declares: “I am the light of the world. (v.12)”
  B. He declares: “I am from above. (v.23)”
  C. He declares: “I AM. (v.24, 28, 58)” 

  D. He declares that He is the truth which shall make one free. (v.32)”
  E. He declares that He is the Son of the Father. (v.36)”
  F. He declares: “I proceeded forth and came from God. (v.42)”
  G. He declares that He is innocent (v.46).

  H. He declares that there is life in His words (v.51-52)

  I. He declares that He was early existed ---- i.e. the eternity of God (v.58).

III. The Jews Opposed and Rejected the Lord Concerning the Matters as Follows

  A. They denied the witness of the Lord and said His witness was not true (v.13).

  B. They denied the fact that the Lord came from God the Father (v.19). 

C. They denied they had never been in bondage to anyone (v. 33). 

D. They denied they were born of fornication (v.41)

E. They cursed the Lord was a Samaritan and even had a demon (v.48, 52).

F. They denied the Lord was greater than Abraham (v.53). 

G. They took up stones to throw at the Lord (v.59).

IV. The Reasons that the Jews Opposed and Rejected the Lord

  A. They did not know where He came from and where He was going (v.14).
  B. They judged according to the flesh (v.15).

  C. They knew neither the Lord, not the Father (v.19).

  D. They gave no place to the words of the Lord (v.37). 

  E. They did what they had seen with their father (v.38).

  F. They did the deeds of their father (v.41).

G. They did not understand the Lord’s speech, for they were not able to listen to His word. (v.43)

H. The desires of their father they wanted to do (v.44).

I. They did not believe Him, because the Lord told them the truth (v.45).
J. They did not hear the words of God, because they were not of God (v.47). 

K. They dishonored the Lord (v.49).

V. The Relation of the Lord Jesus with God

  A. God is the Lord’s Father (v.16, 18, 19, 28, 49).

B. God sent the Lord, and the Lord was sent to the world by God (v.16, 18, 29, 42).

C. God is with the Lord, and the Lord is not alone (v.16, 29).

D. God bears witness of the Lord, and the Lord also does those things that please God (v. 18, 29).

E. God teaches the Lord, and the Lord preaches God (v.26-28).

F. God glorifies the Lord, and the Lord does not seek His own glory (v. 50, 54).

VI. The “True”s in Chapter Eight 

A. God who sent the Lord is true (v.26) ---- the true origin.

  B. The works of the Lord are true:

1. His witness is true (v.14, 17).

2. His judgment is true (v.16).

  C. He who believes the Lord will be true:

1. He who believes and keeps the word of the Lord is His true disciple (v.31).

2. He shall be free indeed (v.36).

3. He becomes the true child of God (v.42).

VII. To Know the Words of the Lord

  A. The Lord spoke according to what the Father taught Him (v.28).

  B. He who believes in His words believes in Him (v.30).

  C. He who believes and keeps the word of the Lord is His true disciple (v.31).

  D. His word is truth, which shall make one free. (v.32).

  E. Those who oppose against the Lord seek to kill Him, because the Lord’s word has no place in them. (v.37).

  F. The Lord speaks what He has seen with the Father (v.38).
G. The Lord speaks the truth that He has heard from God (v.40).

  H. Men do not understand the Lord’s speech, for they are not able to listen to His word. (v.43).

  I. Men do not believe the Lord’s word, because there is no truth in them (v.44-45).
  J. Men do not hear the Lord’s word, because they are not of God (v.47).
  K. If anyone keeps the Lord’s word he shall never see or taste death (v. 51-52).
  L. The Lord takes the lead in keeping the word of God (v.55)

VIII. The Four Sorts of Status of the Religionists 

  A. They are the slaves of sins (v.34).

  B. They are not the true descendants of Abraham (v.39).

  C. They are not the sons of God (v.42).

  D. They are the sons of the devil (v.44).

VIII. The Characteristics of the Natural Life

  A. They have the inclination of committing sins ---- for men are slaves of sins (v.34).
  B. They refuse God ---- they neither love the Son of God, nor hear the word of God (v. 42, 47).
C. They are controlled by the disposition of the devil ---- they want to do the desires of their father the devil (v.44).

IX. The Proofs of being the Sons of the Devil

  A. They do not love the Lord Jesus (v.42).

  B. They neither understand, nor hear the word of the Lord (v.43)

C. They do the devil’s desires (v.44a)

D. They do not stand in the truth, for they have no truth within (v.44b)

E. They do not believe the Lord Jesus (v.45-46).

F. They do not hear the word of the Lord (v.47).

G. They dishonored the Lord Jesus (v.49).

John Chapter Nine

I. Content of the Chapter
I.【the Son of God the Savior Opened the Eyes of the Man Who Was Blind】
  A. The Sign that He healed the One Who was Blind by Nature:

1. The background before he was healed (v.1-5) 

2. The process of his being healed (v.6-7)

  B. The Witness of the Blind Who Had Been Healed:

1. The witness to the neighbors ---- a Man called Jesus (v.8-12).

2. The witness to the Pharisees for the first time ---- He is a prophet (v.13-17).

3. The cowardice of his parents ---- the weakness of the flesh (v.18-23).

4. The witness to the Pharisees for the second time ---- He came from God (v.24-33).

5. The result of the witness ---- he was rejected by the blind religion (v.34).

  C. The Blind Man Obtained Deeper Revelation after Having Been Healed:

1. The revelation that the One who healed him is the Son of God (v.35-37).

2. He established the right relationship with the Lord ---- believed Him and worshipped Him (v.38).

3. The world had been divided into two sorts because of the Lord ---- the blind men saw, but the clear-eyed one became blind (v.39-41).

II. Verse by Verse commentary
John. 9:1 “Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.” 


YLT: “And passing by, he saw a man blind from birth,”


Meaning of Words: “pass by”: go along or away; “from birth”: by nature; 


Literal Meaning: “now as Jesus passed by”, it referred to the period when Jesus went out of the temple and passed by a certain place. It exactly took place on the Sabbath (see v.14), and there were three explanations as below: (1) it was the eighth day of the Feast of the Tabernacles (see Lev 23:39); (2) it was the next Sabbath after the Feast of the Tabernacles; (3) it was the feast of the dedication (see 10:21-23).


Spiritual Meaning: “a man who was blind from birth”，it symbolizes the unbelieving ones, whose thoughts have been so blinded by the god of this world (see 2Cor 4:4) that they walk in the darkness and know neither themselves nor the true God. This man was blind from birth, i.e. his was blind by nature, which typified that blindness originated from the sin. Every one is born in the sin, so is blind.


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Today, many people see only the visible and transient things, rather than the eternal ones in the future. Is it blind of one’s spirit, if he sees only the apparent, material and carnal things rather than the invisible things of his spirit?

     2) “Men were blind from birth”, men were blind by nature and fell into the darkness. Even though a man acts most morally in the natural life, he can still not “see” the kingdom of God (see 3:3).

John. 9:2 “And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"” 


YLT: “and his disciples asked him, saying, `Rabbi, who did sin, this one or his parents, that he should be born blind?'”

Meaning of Words: “sin”: offend, sin, and trespass;


The Background: in the old days, generally the Jews might regard one’s afflictions as the retributions caused by himself or his parents (see v.34; Luke 13:2; Acts 28:4; Ex 20:5; Eze18:20). 


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) The disciples asked whether the man’s blindness related to “sin”, which showed that one could not free themselves from the moral ideas concerning spiritual things. However, Christ came to open men’s eyes for the purpose of manifesting the glory of His divine nature (v.3) rather than merely transforming men’s moral states. 

     2) Men tended to judge others, but the Lord was going to heal others. Men always see negatively, but the Lord sees positively.

John. 9:3 “Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.” 

YLT: “Jesus answered, `Neither did this one sin nor his parents, but that the works of God may be manifested in him;”

Meaning of Words: “reveal”: manifestly declare, appear; “work”: deed, doing, and labor;

Literal Meaning: “neither this man nor his parents sinned”, the Lord did not mean that his fathers were not sinners, but this man’s blindness was not caused by sin. 

    “But that the works of God should be revealed in him.” ---- It could be judged from these words that the Lord healed this blind man to manifest the great power of God as well as that He who was sent by God is “the light of the world” (see v.5; 8:12).


Enlightenment in the Word:

     1) Although all the diseases, afflictions and death enter the world because of the sin (see Gen 2:17; 3:16-19), it does not mean that one’s sickness is always by some certain sins that he commits.

     2) When we see others encountering troubles or unexpected disasters, we should not conjecture presumptuously that what they have confronted is the penalty of God.  

     3) It is the very chance of being more granted by God when we encounter diseases or afflictions (see 2Cor 12:9-10).

     4) It is better to seek the way of resolving the troubles rather than the origin of it. We should seize the chance of suffering and change it into another one that manifests the glory of God.

     5) But we know that all things work together for good to those who love God (Rom 8:28). All the afflictions, diseases, frustrations, troubles and sufferings we have been experienced have the good pleasure of God for the purpose of “revealing the works of God”.

     6) The genetic defect of a man is not completely the matter of sin, but the chance of manifesting the works of God.

     7) The principal aim of “the works of God” is to heal the blindness of men’s spirit and bring men to the spiritual enlightenment and knowledge.

John. 9:4 “I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. ”

YLT: “it behoveth me to be working the works of Him who sent me while it is day; night doth come, when no one is able to work: --”

Literal Meaning: “I must work the works of Him”, it indicates that the Lord grants His disciples to partake in His works, for not only is He “the light of the world (v.5)”, and His disciples are “the light of the world” as well (see Matt 5:14)”.

Spiritual Meaning: “the day” and “the night” typify that: (1) “day” means the age of grace remains, and “night” refers to the end of the age of grace. (2) “Day” indicates that men still live in the world, and “night” symbolizes that men have been dead. (3) “Day” indicates that the gospel is still permitted to preach in the circumstance, and “night” shows the opposition to the gospel has reached the summit in the circumstance.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “While it is day”, it reminds the Christians that the day of life passes away swiftly. “The night is coming”, our service on the earth will pass in the future. Therefore, we should seize every favorable opportunity granted by God to serve Him according to what is agreeable to Him.

     2) We should avail ourselves of the opportunity to preach the gospel diligently when the light of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ is still shining (“the day”). For there will be no chance to preach the gospel when the end of the age (the night) comes.

     3) It is critically important to seize opportunities for those who serve God. Many believers lose the chance of bearing witness of the Lord because of fearing for various things.

     4) Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching (2 Tim 4:2).

     5) The Lord mentioned “we” instead of “I” or “you”. He likes to work with us. All the works that the Lord has not partaken in are not what the Lord requests.

     6) In order to heal the blindness of men’s spirit and grant enlightenment to them in darkness, the Lord is willing to work with the men who are of Him together.

     7) The chief work of the Lord’s workers is to open men’s eyes, namely, turn men from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God (see Acts 26:18).

     8) “We” refers to not only the Lord and “one certain individual”, but the Lord and “all of us”. It is acceptable to the Lord that all the believers in the assembly can cooperate with each other together and serve in the spirit of fellowship

     9) “We” refers to His entire disciples, and therefore all those who have believed Him have the right to serve Him. We should not be on the pretext of “being unable to do”, or “being unable to do well” to escape the works of the Lord. 

     10) Doing the works of the Lord is not only the responsibility of the evangelists, elders or ministers, but also that of every Christian.

     11) “I must work…” it indicates that the Lord not only “calls” us to do His works, but rather “orders” us to do it. Doing the works of the Lord is not dispensable for us, but obligatory.

     12) “Do the works of Him who sent Me”, neither “do the works of you and me”, nor “the works of any assembly”, but “the works of God”. How much works that we do can be accounted into “the works of God” on earth?

John. 9:5 “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." ”

YLT: “when I am in the world, I am a light of the world.'”

Literal Meaning: “as long as I am in the world”, it referred to the time that the Lord Jesus came to be a man on the earth, especially the three years and a half when He came to preach the words of God and serve God.

  Assuredly, the Lord is still with us in the world today (see Matt 28:20). Therefore, the words of the Lord here do not mean His life and time of working are limited, but chances for men to believe Him are limited. Almost every one has the opportunity of receiving Christ to be one’s personal savior. However, as long as men ignore or lose the opportunity, it will never come again.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Lord is “the light of the world”, for He is the light of life (see 8:12). People in the world are blind for the sake of lacking life, so they have no light. If they want to see, they should firstly receive the life. Once a man has the life, he must be able to see.

     2) The Lord is “the light of the world”, which enlightens men inwardly, not outwardly. The Lord, through being men’s life, sheds His light to make men see.

     3) If we want to do the works of the Lord, we should have the presence of Him. Such works are in the light, for He is light. If we work without the presence of the Lord, we will fumble in darkness and harvest nothing.

John. 9:6 “When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.”

YLT: “These things saying, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and rubbed the clay on the eyes of the blind man, and said to him,”

Meaning of Words: “anointed”: smear over;

Spiritual Meaning: “and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay.” ---- “Saliva” symbolizes the words spoken by the Lord. God formed man of the dust of the ground (see Gen 2:7), so “made clay with the saliva” symbolized the words of God entered men and united with men therein. “Anointed” symbolizes the anointment of the Holy Spirit. The words that the Lord have spoken to us should be anointed by the unction (see 1John 2:27) and works in us thereafter.

  There were also some Bible exegetes who interpreted oppositely: “saliva” symbolized the traditional teaching by the rabbis. “Anointed…with the clay” stood for sticking to the laws and customs. Both of the above two points would make men blind, so they should go to the pool of Siloam to wash, and come back seeing (v.7).

  There was another explanation: since God formed man of the dust of the ground (see Gen 2:7), the action of the Lord’s anointing here symbolized the creation of God. The divine trinity engaged in the new creation hereon.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The words of the Lord should be anointed upon our heart and have live contact with our spirit, thus turning to be spirit and life (see 6:63). 

     2) The letters in the Scriptures should work by the anointment of the Spirit ---- the words have been spoken into our spirit and have been understood through our mind then, thus bringing about life and peace finally (see Rom 8:6). 

     3) We should do well taking heed as to a lamp that shining in an obscure place until day dawn and morning star arise in your hearts (see 2Pet 1:19).

John. 9:7 “And He said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. ”

YLT: “`Go away, wash at the pool of Siloam,' which is, interpreted, Sent. He went away, therefore, and did wash, and came seeing;”

Literal Meaning: “go, wash in the pool of Siloam.” “Siloam”: sent (in Greek), the poor was located in the valley of Cedron in the southeast of Jerusalem, and the water in which was brought through the manmade canal (see 2King 20:20; 2Chr 32:30).

Spiritual Meaning: “Siloam which is translated, Sent”, the Lord Jesus especially asked that blind man to wash in the pool of Siloam and come back seeing, which indicated several meanings as follows: (1) The blind man expressed his faith and obedience towards the words of the Lord by these actions. Only can those who believe and obey the Lord obtain the Lord’s salvation. (2) This Book of Gospel describes repeatedly the Lord as “being sent” (see 3:17, 34; 4:34; 5:23-24, 30, 36-38; 6:29, 38-39, 44, 57; 7:16, 18, 28-29, 33; 8:16, 18, 26, 29, 42; 9:4; 10:36; 11:42; 12:44-45, 49; 13:20; 14:24; 15:21; 16:5; 17:3, 8, 18, 21, 25; 20:21), so “the pool of Siloam” typifies Jesus Christ. Only He is the rivers of water that heals men’s spirit (see 7:37). (3) “The pool of Siloam” symbolizes the provision and attention of God (see Is 8:6). (4) “Wash” also typifies the “baptism”. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved (Mark 16:16).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “So he went and washed, and came back seeing.”---- The blind man did not hesitate over the Lord’s command so that he was healed at once. Faith does not care for reasons, but the matter that who says the words. If there are the words of God, we shall receive without any condition. He who is willing to receive the words of God unconditionally has been truly favored.

     2) Today, many people, though knowing their need and having confessed the vanity and torture in them, do not believe the words of the Lord, so their blindness of spirit has not been resolved.

     3) The essence of faith is to receive the guidance of the Lord and do according to His words. No matter how He guides, the one who believes Him and does according to His words never stumbles, and his eyes of spirit will be open.

     4) The blind man who was healed had two characteristics: (1) he believed the Lord’s words. (2) He obeyed the Lord’s words. May we always believe and obey the Lord’s words to make our spiritual eyes bright and know more about the will of God.

John. 9:8 “Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, "Is not this he who sat and begged?" ”

YLT: “the neighbours, therefore, and those seeing him before, that he was blind, said, `Is not this he who is sitting and begging?'”

Literal Meaning: “he who sat and begged”, “beg”, it was the only way for a blind man to earn a living at that time.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If a man has really been granted the grace of the Lord, his neighbors, relatives and friends will be definitely aware of his changes (see 2 Cor 5:17).

     2) When a man has been saved, his life will be transformed and be completely distinct from the past. Then his friends who do not believe the Lord shall feel it amazing and think it unbelievable and even consequently come to seek Christ so as to obtain the new life through the divine belief.

     3) All of us are beggars before receiving the salvation ---- begging men’s mercy and sympathy. But once having been saved, all the people are surprised by us and talking about us ---- we have the unusual experiences that men who do not believe the Lord have not.

     4) Being unable to see clearly, the blind men can not run in the journey of life for, so they have to “sit”. Being unable to work normally, they become poor, so they have to “beg”. All the torment of their life is ascribable to blindness. If they want to resolve their life problems, firstly their eyes should be open.

John. 9:9 “Some said, "This is he." Others said, "He is like him." He said, "I am he." ”

YLT: “others said -- `This is he;' and others -- `He is like to him;' he himself said, -- `I am .'”
John. 9:10 “Therefore they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?" ”

YLT: “They said, therefore, to him, `How were thine eyes opened?'”

Enlightenment in the Word: “How were your eyes opened?” ---- When people see the change of a new favored one in Christ, they will be drawn near and raise various questions, which presents him great chance to bear witness of the Lord.
John. 9:11 “He answered and said, "A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, "Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went and washed, and I received sight." ”

YLT: “he answered and said, `A man called Jesus made clay, and rubbed my eyes, and said to me, Go away to the pool of Siloam, and wash; and having gone away and having washed, I received sight;'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) “So I went and washed, and I received sight.” ---- We shall also narrate the story that we have been saved to others (see 1 Pet 3:15). 

     2) When we bear witness of the Lord, we shall use simple and concise words to summarize the process of our being granted grace. The foremost part is to introduce Jesus Christ.

John. 9:12 “Then they said to him, "Where is He?" He said, "I do not know." ”

YLT: “they said, therefore, to him, `Where is that one?' he saith, `I have not known.'”
Enlightenment in the Word: a triumphant witness always draws forth men’s pursuit of seeing the Lord Jesus personally ---- “where is He?”
John. 9:13 “They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. ”

YLT: “They bring him to the Pharisees who once blind,”

Literal Meaning: “brought him to the Pharisees”, “the Pharisees” owned the chief place in the Judaism (see 7:26, 45). Probably, they brought the blind man to the Pharisees because of being in fear (see v.22).

John. 9:14 “Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.”

YLT: “and it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.”
The Background: according to the explanation for the commandment of the Sabbath provided by rabbis, there were 39 regulations that forbade men from working. If one violates any of the regulations, he has violated the Sabbath. It was commanded in the 39 regulations that one should not knead the dough or anoint with the ointment. The Pharisees might regard “making clay” as kneading the dough, and “anointing…with the clay” as anointing with the ointment, so they claimed that the Lord Jesus had violated the regulation on the Sabbath since He made clay to heal one’s eyes.
  In addition, it was unlawful to heal on the Sabbath except for those who were at their last gasp and would be allowed to take medicine. Besides, people were only permitted to control the state of the illness and prevent it from deterioration instead of making a full recovery. Otherwise, it would violate the Sabbath.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Sabbath was in remembrance of the fulfillment of the works of God, who rested from all his work which he had made (Gen 2:2). The entire works of God had been fulfilled in Christ (see 19:30 “It is finished.”), so Christ is the rest of God.

     2) Jesus is the true rest of the Sabbath. Men shall receive the revelation and enlightenment from Him and enjoy the true rest only when they have seen Him.

John. 9:15 “Then the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see." ”

YLT: “Again, therefore, the Pharisees also were asking him how he received sight, and he said to them, `Clay he did put upon my eyes, and I did wash -- and I see.'”

Literal Meaning: “He put clay on my eyes”, he mentioned “He” instead of the name of Jesus, for he thought all of them had already known that “He” was the Lord Jesus.

John. 9:16 “Therefore some of the Pharisees said, "This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath." Others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" And there was a division among them. ”

YLT: “Of the Pharisees, therefore, certain said, `This man is not from God, because the sabbath he doth not keep;' others said, `How is a man -- a sinful one -- able to do such signs?' and there was a division among them.”

Meaning of Words: “division”: split, schism;
Literal Meaning: “this Man is not from God”, “this man”, namely, “this guy”, which contains a despising tone.  

  “Because He does not keep the Sabbath.”---- according to the commandment of Sabbath, it was unlawful to heal on the Sabbath except for those who were at their last gasp. Therefore, when the Lord opened the eyes of that blind, it obviously violated the law of the Sabbath in their views. 

    The former ones, namely, the Pharisees, judged from the view that “He did not keep the Sabbath”, so they ruled out the possibility that He came from God. The latter ones saw from the fact that He could “do signs”, so they eliminated the possibility that He was a sinner (see v.31-33). Controversial point of views created the contrary situation.

Enlightenment in the Word: If any of us sees the truth from a single angle, it will definitely bring about controversial views. Therefore, we believers should broaden our vision to know all the truth in the comprehensive views of the Scriptures, thus avoiding exhaustion and extremity. 

John. 9:17 “They said to the blind man again, "What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." ”

YLT: “They said to the blind man again, `Thou -- what dost thou say of him -- that he opened thine eyes?'”

Literal Meaning: “What do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?” ---- “you” and “your” are emphatic in the original.

John. 9:18 “But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had received his sight. ”

YLT: “and he said -- `He is a prophet.' The Jews, therefore, did not believe concerning him that he was blind and did receive sight, till that they called the parents of him who received sight,”

Literal Meaning: “the Jews did not believe concerning him”, it indicated two things: (1) the stubbornness of the Jews. (2) The healing of the Lord Jesus was so perfect that one could not distinguish between a blind man and a perfect man.

John. 9:19 “And they asked them, saying, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" ”

YLT: “and they asked them, saying, `Is your son, of whom ye say that he was born blind? how then now doth he see?'”

Literal Meaning: “Is this your son?” ---- The first question was purposed to make sure his identity. “How then does he now see?” ---- The second question was tricky ---- if one answered carelessly, he might bring trouble on himself.

John. 9:20 “His parents answered them and said, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; ”

YLT: “His parents answered them and said, `We have known that this is our son, and that he was born blind;”

Literal Meaning: this was the unobjectionable fact.

John. 9:21 “but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself." ”

YLT: “and how he now seeth, we have not known; or who opened his eyes, we have not known; himself is of age, ask him; he himself shall speak concerning himself.'”

Meaning of Words: “is of age”: maturity
Literal Meaning: “but by what means he now sees we do not know”, they might truly not know the fact, or they might have already learned it, but dared not disclose the face because of some scruples (v.22).

Enlightenment in the Word: even the blind man’s parents did not know how he could see ---- it indicated that once a man’s inner eyes was opened, the spiritual mystery therein could never be naturally or traditionally understood. So his parents could not prove him, or even dare not bear witness of him.
John. 9:22 “His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.”

YLT: “These things said his parents, because they were afraid of the Jews, for already had the Jews agreed together, that if any one may confess him -- Christ, he may be put out of the synagogue;”

Meaning of Words: “agree”: consent; “confess”: assent;

Literal Meaning: “he would be put out of the synagogue”, that was to say he would at least be temporarily deprived of his right of partaking in worshiping God or any normal group activities (about a week to a month). Or in a more serious case, he would be excommunicated from the synagogue and be despised and rejected all his life. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “His parents said these things because they feared the Jews”, fearing the power of men often makes a man dare not bear the witness that he ought to. Today, many Christians dare not bear witness in the public, for they are bound by the “fearing” attitude.

     2) “The Jews had agreed already”, things which has been unanimously approved by men will often be utilized by Satan to oppose the Lord. Note that many times if we seek to satisfy men, we will not be able to satisfy God. If we please men, we will not be able to please God (see Gal 1:10).

    3) To bear witness of the Lord, one shall usually pay the cost ---- “if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.”

    4) He whose eyes has been opened to see Christ must be rejected by the blind religion ---- “be put out of the synagogue”. It tells us that one shall pay the cost, if he wants to know the Lord.

John. 9:23 “Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." ”

YLT: “because of this his parents said -- `He is of age, ask him.'”

John. 9:24 “So they again called the man who was blind, and said to him, "Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner." ”

YLT: “They called, therefore, a second time the man who was blind, and they said to him, `Give glory to God, we have known that this man is a sinner;'”

Literal Meaning: “give God the glory!” ---- It contains two meanings: (1) one should give glory and thanks to God (see Luke 17:18); (2) one should fear God and make confession to Him (see Josh 7:19).

John. 9:25 “He answered and said, "Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see." ”

YLT: “he answered, therefore, and said, `If he be a sinner -- I have not known, one thing I have known, that, being blind, now I see.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” ---- This is the true feeling from his personal experience. The belief of the Christians is true indeed, for we have personally enjoyed the precious experience of being reborn from above.

     2) We may be not aware of all the things that the Lord has done, but there is one thing that we have to know ---- what has the Lord done upon us on earth?

     3) Every true believer has some “firsthand knowledge” about the Lord ---- which is not heard from others, but the personally experience in the Lord.

     4) Bearing witness does not need say some truth, but testify one’s personal experience ---- “one thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see.”

     5) The world may be contempt, suspicious and scornful, but no one can deny the real witness of our experience. 

     6) The most powerful witness does not lie in perfect truth or excellent eloquence, but the true work that the Lord has done upon us. The living witness is indisputable. We should also bear witness of the Lord in this way 

John. 9:26 “Then they said to him again, "What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?" ”

YLT: “And they said to him again, `What did he to thee? how did he open thine eyes?'”

John. 9:27 “He answered them, "I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?" ”

YLT: “He answered them, `I told you already, and ye did not hear; why again do ye wish to hear? do ye also wish to become his disciples?'”

Literal Meaning: “do you also want to become His disciples?” ---- It seemed from his words and his tone that he had regarded him as the disciple of the Lord.

John. 9:28 “Then they reviled him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are Moses' disciples. ”

YLT: “They reviled him, therefore, and said, `Thou art his disciple, and we are Moses' disciples;”

Meaning of Words: “revile”: reproach;
Literal Meaning: “you are His disciple”, in the original it means: “do (you) go and be His disciples!” (i.e. “You are His disciple ---- just be His disciple yourself!”) 

  “But we are Moses' disciples”. ---- They considered themselves as Moses' disciples, but actually they were not (see 5:46).
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) All the Christians should regard themselves as “His disciples”. However, many Christians are actually disciples of other some petty groups besides “being His disciples”.

     2) The Pharisees boast of “being Moses' disciples”. Today, in the assembly, do we boast of “being disciples of some certain spiritual great man”?

     3) Maybe we have not regarded ourselves as “students from some certain theological seminary”, “believers of some religious sects” or “believers of some certain creed or doctrine”, but do we really have none such conceptions in our subconsciousness at all?

John. 9:29 “We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He is from." ”

YLT: “we have known that God hath spoken to Moses, but this one -- we have not known whence he is.'”

Literal Meaning: “we do not know where He is from”, the Pharisees knew where the Lord Jesus was born (see 7:27-28), and were confused about where His power came from.

John. 9:30 “The man answered and said to them, "Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes! ”

YLT: “The man answered and said to them, `Why, in this is a wonderful thing, that ye have not known whence he is, and he opened my eyes!”

Meaning of Words: “marvelous”: wondered at, wonderful;

Literal Meaning: 1) That man was unlettered and uninstructed, but once he tasted the flavor of the Lord’s grace, he could even teach those learned Pharisees. His knowledge about the God’s power came from the enlightenment of the Lord, not the teaching of men.
     2) The traditional ideas and concepts of religion dust the eyes of men, preventing them from seeing “the works of God” (see v.3).

John. 9:31 “Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.”

YLT: “and we have known that God doth not hear sinners, but, if any one may be a worshipper of God, and may do His will, him He doth hear;”

Meaning of Words: “worshiper of God”: reverent of God; 

Literal Meaning: his meanings are as below: (1) He opened my eyes (see v.30), for God hears Him. (2) God hears Him proves He is not a sinner, but is of God (see v.33). (3) He must be a worshiper of God and do His will, so God hears Him.
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) Had men regarded iniquity in their hearts, the Lord would not hear their prayers (see Ps 66:18; Is 1:15).

     2) The mystery that God hears one’s prayer lies in: (1) being a worshiper of God. (2) Doing God’s will. 

John. 9:32 “Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born blind. ”

YLT: “from the age it was not heard, that any one did open eyes of one who hath been born blind;”

John. 9:33 “If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing." ”

YLT: “if this one were not from God, he were not able to do anything.'”

Enlightenment in the Word: today believers “can do nothing” without God (see 15:5).
John. 9:34 “They answered and said to him, "You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?" And they cast him out. ”

YLT: “They answered and said to him, `In sins thou wast born altogether, and thou dost teach us!' and they cast him forth without.”

Literal Meaning: “and they cast him out.” ---- “Cast out” refers to not only being cast out of the temple, but also being excommunicated from the Judaism. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) If the religionists can not win in dispute, they will use craftiness and violence, disclosing sufficiently that they are manipulated by the devil.  

     2) All the places or groups that can not accept those who have revelation and knowledge of Christ must be religious organizations that lack enlightenment. 

John. 9:35 “Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, "Do you believe in the Son of God?" ”

YLT: “Jesus heard that they cast him forth without, and having found him, he said to him, `Dost thou believe in the Son of God?'”

Meaning of Words: “believe in”: put in trust with;

Literal Meaning: “when He had found him”, the Jews cast him out, but the Lord found and accepted him.

  “Do you believe in the Son of God?” ---- There are two great points in this problem: (1) men should have faith ---- faith is the condition of receiving grace, without which, one can not be granted grace. (2) The object of faith is the Son of God ---- if one preaches a gospel without focusing on the Son of God, there will be no salvation therein. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
      1) All the believers who love the Lord truly and singly will be “cast out” by the groups that reject or despise the Lord. Therefore, we shall not covet for the temporary rest so as not to lose the boldness to stand for the Lord.

      2) What part for a believer along with an unbeliever? God said: “therefore come out from among them, and be separated, and touch not unclean and I will receive you.” (see 2cor 6:15, 17).

      3) All those who have been rejected for the fake of the Lord will contrarily obtain greater blessings, for God will personally accept them and commune with them.

      4) We shall believe in God only rather than rely on men ---- this is the path that Christians shall tread in. 

      5) The man whose blindness had been healed did not meet the Lord until the synagogue “cast him out”. If one still lingers in the synagogue, he will never meet the Lord. If we are cast out by the world, we will see the Lord’s blessings upon us ---- what great reward!

John. 9:36 “He answered and said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?" ”

YLT: “he answered and said, `Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?'”

Meaning of Words: “believe in”: put in trust with;
John. 9:37 “And Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you." ”

YLT: “And Jesus said to him, `Thou hast both seen him, and he who is speaking with thee is he;'”

Literal Meaning: it mentions in this book that the Lord twice declares He is “the Son of God” (see 9:35; 10:30). The author of this book intends to testify that “Jesus is the Son of God” (20:30). When the New Testament mentions the faith through which men can be saved, it always regards the divinity of Christ as an essential fact, closely connected with such faith (see 20:31). Whether a man confesses Jesus is God decides whether he will be condemned or obtain the eternal life (see 3:36; 1John 5:12).

John. 9:38 “Then he said, "Lord, I believe!" And he worshiped Him. ”

YLT: “and he said, `I believe, sir,' and bowed before him.”

Meaning of Words: “believe in”: put in trust with; 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) A man who believes into the Lord shall experience the process: spiritual enlightenment first, and then the confession of his sins and finally receiving Christ through believing.   

     2) When the blind man was healed, he knew only that the Lord was of God (see v.33). And he knew further that He was the Son of God when he paid the cost for the Lord (see v.35-37). Having been saved, Christians should diligently seek to know Christ further. The more cost one has paid for Him, the more he will know Him.

     3) Though the blind man had been healed to see, his knowledge about Christ should still be furthered ---- at first, he only knew “His name was Jesus” (v.11), and then he confessed He was “a prophet” (v.17). Afterwards, he believed that He “was of God” (v.33) and “is a worshiper of God and does His will” (v.31). Finally, the Lord directly revealed him that “He is the Son of God” (see v.35-37), and thus the man worshiped Him. All the above reveals us: (1) men’s eyes are opened to know the Son of God and worship Him. (2) Later, he needs further revelation from the Lord Himself, thus being delivered from the traditional religious concepts concerning Christ ---- Jesus, the prophet, a worship of God etc and obtaining the accurate and fundamental knowledge ---- “the Son of God”.

John. 9:39 “And Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind." ”

YLT: “And Jesus said, `For judgment I to this world did come, that those not seeing may see, and those seeing may become blind.'”

Meaning of Words: “judgment”: to distinguish;
Literal Meaning: “for judgment I have come into this world”, it seemed to be contradictory to the Lord’s words in other places (see 3:17, 8:15, 12:47), but actually, there was no inconsistency: (1) the Lord’s words in other places indicated that He came to the world for the sake of saving the world rather than judging it. (2) Here, it showed that judgment by the Lord when he came into the world was unavoidable. 

  When the Lord came to the world, there must arise different reactions from men ---- some believed while others did not; some received or others did not, i.e. men were separated on account of Him. Therefore, He became the standard of the judgment on the world, namely, He brought the “judgment”. 

  “That those who do not see may see”, “those who do not see”, it refers to the men who confess to lacking spiritual insight and then call upon the Lord’s name. All those who know they are in darkness and call on the Lord will be surely able to see.

  “That those who see may be made blind”, “those who see”, it referred to the Pharisees and the Jews, who falsely assumed that they had spiritual insight and turned a blind eye to the spiritual things, so they were blind obviously. All those who can see in their own eyes will be not able to call upon the Lord, thus turning to be always blind eventually.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) A man’s physical eyes can see, but he will still remain in darkness if his spiritual eyes are blind.

     2) May the Lord opens our spiritual eyes and grants us the true knowledge of both the Lord and the man himself.

     3) Whether a sinner can obtain the light of life decides whether he has the inclination or determination of drawing near the light. 

     4) The manifestation of the mysterious Christ always grants those who seek the Lord of a pure heart more enlightenment. But those who have self-righteousness and full religious prejudices will become increasingly blind. The more Christ has been revealed, the clearer these two 

     5) Being the light of the world, the Lord intends to reveal the real state of men, so this light carries the essence of judgment. When the blind man received the light, he could see. But the Pharisees refused the Lord’s light of judgment (they held an antagonistic attitude towards this light), so their spiritual eyes would be veiled forever and could never be open. Therefore, believers should never refuse the Lord’s light of judgment ---- for enlightenment is the prerequisite of one’s spiritual eyes being unveiled.

John. 9:40 “Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to Him, "Are we blind also?" ”

YLT: “And those of the Pharisees who were with him heard these things, and they said to him, `Are we also blind?'”

Enlightenment in the Word: the Pharisees’ true problem lay in their self-conceitedness, flattering themselves that they knew well about the laws of Moses and the salvation of God. He who regards his own cognition as the absolute authority to judge and examine others will fall into such blindness. There is also such phenomenon in the Christianity today ---- especially among some evangelists and elders, who may either consciously or unconsciously count their own understanding of the Scriptures and theology as the authority, and finally fall into darkness without any awareness, causing unnecessary divisions and disputes in the assemblies. 

John. 9:41 “Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, "We see.' Therefore your sin remains. ”

YLT: “Jesus said to them, `If ye were blind, ye were not having had sin, but now ye say -- We see, therefore doth your sin remain.”

Literal Meaning: “If you were blind, you would have no sin”, “were blind”, it indicated that they confessed to being lack of the spiritual insight and living in sin and being in need of a savior. So there might be remission for them.  

  “But now you say, "We see.' Therefore your sin remains.” ---- “We see”, they were not willing to confess they lived in darkness, so they refused to receive the savior and there was no remission for them.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The Pharisees were blind, but did not realize it, so their sin remained. May the Lord open our eyes and let us know our state so that we can rely on His salvation.
     2) He who confesses to being blind calls for great courage, for confessing to being blind equals to confessing to having committed sins. Today, many men’s spiritual eyes are blind, but they refuse to confess it.
     3) All those who are unwilling to be in darkness of themselves will definitely be unwilling to come to the Lord to obtain mercy, thus remaining themselves in sins.
     4) One’s blindness may stem from the inability of seeing or the avoidance of seeing on purpose. If the Pharisees did truly not know the truth, their “blindness” would be possibly healable. However, having regarded themselves as the leaders or teachers of the spirit of the people, they thought they could understand and see. They refused to see deliberately, and nothing could exonerate them from such blindness.

     5) A man who does not believe the Lord is in spiritual blindness, but a man who believes the Lord can “see” truly. A lot of men in the world are physically blind, but they can see the spiritual things. On the contrary, the eyes of many people are physically healthy, but are blind in truth. It is said that the blindest one is the one who is most unwilling to see.” The Pharisees thought their eyes were brightest in the world, and considered themselves as “leaders of the blind (see Rom 2:19)”. However, they were blind to the Lord Jesus, so their sins were more serious. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. The Need of the Blind Men
A. The Condition of the Blindness:

  A man who was blind from birth (v.1) ---- the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving (2Cor 4:4).

B. The Necessary Attitude towards the Blind Men of us.

  1. Do not always condemn the sins of others (v.2-3a)

  2. We shall regard it as a chance that God will manifest His works upon the blind man (v.3b).

C. How to Open the Blind Men’s eyes?

  1. By those who are of Him to seize the opportunity and to cooperate with the Lord ( while it is day) (v.4).

  2. By the light of the world (v.5) ---- only through Christ, one’s eyes shall be opened.

  3. By the words of the Lord (v.6) ---- the Holy Spirit anointed the Lord’s words into our spirit.

  4. By the faith and obedience towards the Lord’s words (v.7a) ---- he obeyed the Lord’s command of going to the pool of Siloam.

  5. By the baptism to wash off the old nature (v.7b) ---- he went and washed, and came back seeing.
D. The Result after the Blind Men’s eyes is open:

  1. Those who knew him felt amazed at him (v.8-12).

  2. It invoked the opposition and persecution of the blind religion (v.13-23).

  3. He was excommunicated from the Judaism, for he could not agree with them any longer (v.24-34).

  4. He was taken by the Lord, and knew Christ further (v.35-41). 

II. The Progressive Knowledge about the Lord of the Blind Men 
  A. The blind man knew only the Man called Jesus (v.11)

  B. He is a prophet (v.17).

  C. He has disciples (v.27). 
  D. He came from God (v.33).

  E. The blind man believed in the Son of God (v.35-38).

III. The Faults of the Pharisees

  A. They obstinately clung to the letters of the laws. ---- This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath. (v.16).

  B. They did not believe the objective facts. ---- The Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight (v.18)

C. They took advantage of their power to bully others. ---- The Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue (v.22). 

D. They adhered stubbornly to their own ideas ---- We know that this Man is a sinner (v.24).

E. They thought they were cuts above others ---- they reviled him and said, "You are His disciple, but we are Moses' disciples (v.28).

F. They were eclipsed by what they had known ---- God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He is from (v.29). 

G. They despised others ---- You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us? (v.34a).

H. They abuse their power ---- and they cast him out (v.34b).

I. They were too much self-confident ---- are we blind also? (v.40).

John Chapter Ten

I. Content of the Chapter

The Son of God the Savior is the Shepherd of the Sheep

A. He is the True Shepherd:

  1. The true shepherd enters by the door (v.1-2).

  2. The true shepherd knows the sheep (v.3-6).

  B. He is the Good Shepherd:

1. The good shepherd is the door, through which the sheep may obtain life (v.7-10).

2. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep (v.11-15, 17-18).
  C. He is the Great Shepherd:

1. He has other sheep which are not of this fold. Both of them will be one flock and one shepherd (v.16).

2. All those who do not believe in Him are not the sheep of the great shepherd (v.19-26).

3. The great shepherd protects the sheep with the Father together (v.27-30).

4. Those who believe Him are the sheep of the great shepherd, but those who do not believe Him will persecute Him (v.31-42).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

John. 10:1 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” 


YLT: “Verily, verily, I say to you, He who is not entering through the door to the fold of the sheep, but is going up from another side, that one is a thief and a robber;”

The Background: the “sheepfold” in the Middle East was an open ground encircled by stone walls, lattice or fences. There remained only one door to go in and out. The sheepfold was used for the sheep to sleep, thus preventing them from being dispersed and being attacked from wild beasts. There were usually many sheep that spent the night in the sheepfold. Having driven the sheep into the sheepfold, the shepherd would deliver them to the “doorkeeper” who guarded the sheep, and then came back home. The next day, when the shepherd returned to the sheepfold, the doorkeeper opened the door for him. At that time, the sheep in the sheepfold were in confusion, the shepherd called his own sheep by name for he knew his sheep. Meanwhile, the sheep also knew the voice of their master, so they would follow the shepherd and come out of the sheepfold.

    Sometimes, the thieves climbed up the wall and stole the sheep when the doorkeeper was sleep in the night. Having not known their voice, the sheep would be therefore frightened and escape away.


Literal Meaning: “most assuredly, I say to you”, in the background of chapter nine ---- the Lord opened the blind man’s eyes ---- the Lord continued His speaking in this chapter, so the word “you” here referred to the Pharisees (see 9:40).

    “The same is a thief and a robber”, “thief”, who steals secretly, employs trickery; “Robber”, who robs openly and wantonly, uses violence. 


Spiritual Meaning: “sheepfold”, represents the law in the Old Testament and the Judaism, namely, the religion of the law. God granted the law to the Israel for the purpose of guarding His people under the law (see Gal 3:23). In other words, they seemed like the sheep that were guarded under the sheepfold.

Meanwhile, the sheepfold was nothing but a place for keeping the sheep temporarily. The true eternal dwelling place for the sheep is the “pasture” ---- which typifies the Christ. When the Christ had not come, God prepared the law as the sheepfold to guard and keep His people temporarily (see Gal 3:24-26).

However, when Christ came, the Israel had produced the law into the Judaism, i.e. the Judaism had become the sheepfold. The blind man in the previous chapter was formerly one sheep among the flock that were confined in the Judaism before he was healed by the Lord. But he was later cast out of the synagogue by the Pharisees ---- apparently he was cast out of the Judaism, but actually he was delivered out of the sheepfold.

Christ is also the “door” of the sheepfold (see v.7, 9). Christ is end of the law (see Rom 10:4). Statutes and customs in the Old Testament are a shadow of things to come, but the body of Christ (see Col 2:17). Therefore, if a man wants to understand the law, he should catch the key of Christ to know the spirit of the law. Unfortunately, the Pharisees and leaders of the Judaism only obeyed the letters of the law and added what had been delivered by the ancients, thus binding the people of God stiffly. They did not enter from the door of Christ, but climbed up some other way (i.e. the letters and customs of the law). Therefore, they were the “thief” and “robber” who persecuted the people of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: there is only one way to the truth, but there arise many unorthodox ways.

John. 10:2 “But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.”

YLT: “and he who is entering through the door is shepherd of the sheep;”
Spiritual Meaning: the “door” refers to the door of the sheepfold, i.e. the Christ (see v.7, 9).

  The “sheep” refers to the people of God ---- in the times of the Old Testament, only the people of Israel were the sheep of God (see Ps 95:7), but in the times of the New Testament there were plus the Gentile believers (see v.16; 1Pet 2:25).

    “The shepherd” refers to the true servant of God, especially refers to the Christ here.

Enlightenment in the Word: if one does not believe the Lord, he will be unworthy of teaching the people of God. They are not only unable to help others, but rather harmful to others.

John. 10:3 “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”

YLT: “to this one the doorkeeper doth open, and the sheep hear his voice, and his own sheep he doth call by name, and doth lead them forth;”

The Background: the shepherd usually gave names to every sheep according to its feature and character, and every sheep knew its name.

Literal Meaning: “doorkeeper” referred to the one who was entrusted with the work of guarding a big sheepfold.

  “And the sheep hear his voice.” ---- The sheep knew the voice of their master and could only respond to his voice.

  “And he calls his own sheep by name.” ---- The shepherd gave every sheep different names and called his own sheep by name everyday when he entered or went out of the sheepfold. The shepherd never called the sheep randomly, but called those who are of him.

Spiritual Meaning: “doorkeeper” typifies the Holy Spirit, who opens the door of one’s spirit and let the Lord Jesus enter one’s life and heart. There are also some other Bible exegetes who think it refers to John the Baptist ---- the forerunner of the Lord.

  “He calls his own sheep by name.” ---- It shows the Lord knows who are of Him (see 1Cor 8:3; Gal 4:9) and calls the one who has been preordained to be His sheep individually. 

  “And leads them out”, to release those who are imprisoned in the religion of the law.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) The reason that the believers receive the savior is because of the working of the Holy Spirit in them. When the Holy Spirit opens one’s understanding and ears, we will hear the calling of the Lord.

     2) What the Lord has spoke to us is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path (Ps 119:105), which will lead us in the right way.

John. 10:4 “And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.”

YLT: “and when his own sheep he may put forth, before them he goeth on, and the sheep follow him, because they have known his voice;”

Literal Meaning: “he goes before them”, in the areas of Middle East, the shepherd usually goes before the sheep instead of driving them after them, and the sheep follow on his heels.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
     1) “He goes before them”, the Lord, who never fails, will lead the way of a believer’s whole life, so we can follow Him at ease.

     2) If one does not follow the Lord, it indicates that he is not of the Lord (see 12:26; Matt 16:24), for He who is of God hears God's words (see 8:47).

     3) The shepherds of the flock of God should not be the lords over those entrusted to you, but examples to the flock (see 1Pet 5:2-3).

     4) The freedom of the sheep depends on the action of the shepherd, so it is restrained. Believers are called to enjoy the true liberty, but it should not be considered an opportunity to the flesh (see Gal 5:13). 

     5) The true shepherd can know the voice of the shepherd. Likewise, he who has been truly saved also has an instinct of life, which enables him to judge what is of the Lord, and what is of the devil.

John. 10:5 “Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." ”

YLT: “and a stranger they will not follow, but will flee from him, because they have not known the voice of strangers.'”

Meaning of Words: “stranger” refers to the Pharisees and the leaders of the Judaism.
John. 10:6 “Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He spoke to them.”

YLT: “This similitude spake Jesus to them, and they knew not what the things were that he was speaking to them;”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus used this illustration”, “illustration” refers to a parable embracing an allegoric meaning. The Lord Jesus said these words in the background that the blind had been healed, and He used the parable of the good shepherd to illustrate His mission. 

John. 10:7 “Then Jesus said to them again, "Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.”

YLT: “Jesus said therefore again to them, `Verily, verily, I say to you -- I am the door of the sheep;”

The Background: “I am the door of the sheep.” ---- The doorkeepers in the areas of the Middle East slept and lay down in the entrance of the sheepfold, where any person or sheep should pass through when entering or going out of the sheepfold. Therefore, he became that “door”.

Literal Meaning: “I am the door of the sheep.” ---- Some Bible expositors think it should be translated in this way ---- “I am the shepherd of the sheep.” But according to the Scriptures Codex, such translation was proved to be wrong.

  The Lord Jesus is that door ---- He is the only access to everything of God. This door has the functions as follows: (1) to distinguish between true and false shepherd ---- he who enters only through Him is the shepherd, otherwise he is the thief (see v.1, 8). (2) To protect and keep the sheep’s life ---- he who enters only through Him shall be saved (obtain the protection) and go in and out and find pasture (see v.9).
Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) The right of accepting one into the sheepfold (the assembly) or refusing the force out of the sheepfold lies in the Lord Jesus, not in any leader of the Christianity. 

     2) “The door of the sheep”, the noun “door” is singular. The Lord is the only door, and there is none other door besides Him. God has prepared the only salvation for men, for only Jesus Christ can redeem the sin for men.

     3) God has ordained only one door for believers ---- the Christ. But actually, believers have been unto so many things ---- much knowledge, works or some spiritual giants ---- which have become the factors producing divisions among Christians. It has greatly sinned against God.

John. 10:8 “All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.”

YLT: “all, as many as came before me, are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them;”

Literal Meaning: “all who ever came before Me”, it did not refer to all men before the coming of the Lord Jesus (see 5:33, 46; 8:56), but the “false prophets” and the “false teachers” in that generation and the previous ones, as well as those who considered themselves as the “false Messiah” who came to save the people of Israel (see Jem 23:1-2; Ezek 34:2-3), including the political leaders who did not believe Him (see Matt 9:36; 23:11-36).

  “Are thieves and robbers”, it indicates that they never consider for the sheep, only scheming to make their own profit by making use of the sheep.

Enlightenment in the Word: all the philosophy, culture and traditions in the world are not the door for us to enter the spiritual things. They are not only unable to give us life, but rather harmful to us (for they are robbers). Therefore, we should always refuse such involvement in these teachings.

John. 10:9 “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. ”

YLT: “I am the door, through me if any one may come in, he shall be saved, and he shall come in, and go out, and find pasture.”

Literal Meaning: “If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved.” ---- It indicates that once the sheep enter the sheepfold, they have got the protection.

  “And will go in and out and find pasture.” ---- Go in first, and then go out. The sheep should enter the sheepfold and establish the relationship with the shepherd first, and then go out and follow the shepherd to go to the pasture and obtain all that they need.

  This verse mentions three kinds of benefits that the “door” has provided for the sheep: (1) the sheep will be saved ---- being delivered out of the danger. (2) The sheep will go in and out ---- obtaining the liberty. (3) They find pasture ---- being satisfied.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) Christ is the door. The belief of the Christ is neither a series of doctrines nor a house of the church, but a person ---- the savior the Lord Jesus.

     2) Door is used to go in or out. If a man wants to obtain the salvation, he should enter the door, i.e. receive Christ by faith. 

     3) “Go in” first, and “go out” afterwards. Believers should come to God to enjoy Him, and then go to bear witness before men.

     4) We believers should go into the veil to enjoy the sweet fellowship with the Lord, and go forth to him without the camp to bear his reproach (see Heb 13:11-13).

John. 10:10 “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. ”

YLT: “`The thief doth not come, except that he may steal, and kill, and destroy; I came that they may have life, and may have abundantly.”

Meaning of Words: “kill”: slay; “destroy”: die, lose; “have”: find, hold; “more abundantly”: exceeding abundantly above, beyond measure, super abundantly;

Literal Meaning: “the thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.” ---- The thief purposes to steal the sheep of others, bringing destruction to the sheep eventually. 

  “That they may have life”, “life” refers to the eternal life (see 3:16, 36; 5:40; 6:33; 14:6; 20:31).

  “And that they may have it more abundantly.” ---- “Have it more abundantly”, it does not mean another life, but means the spiritual life will increase unto the state of full age.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) The Lord Jesus came to grant His life to men, not to obtain anything from men.

     2) All the religions require men’s work. Only is the Lord Jesus the one who bestows life upon men and makes them have it more abundantly.

     3) He is responsible to give life to men in the beginning and give one abundant one afterwards, for it is His mission. Praise the Lord ---- He is the leader and completer of faith (see Heb 12:2).

     4) At the outset, believers can enjoy only a little of the life. The more one enjoys the life later, the more one’s measure of enjoying the life will be enlarged. The increasing enjoyment will lead a man into fullness.

     5) The grace of the Lord’s life is full and abundant. He is willing to grant all the fullness that keeps the life to those who are of Him (see Ps 23:1).

     6) For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and we are complete in him (Col 2:9-10). The greatness of the Lord’s fullness decides what greatness we will obtain in Him.

John. 10:11 “"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. ”

YLT: “`I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd his life layeth down for the sheep;”

Meaning of Words: “good”: fair, honest, meet, well, worthy; “give”: advise, appoint, bow, commit, conceive; “life”: soul.

Literal Meaning: “I am the good shepherd.” ---- In the Old Testament, God Himself was the shepherd of the people of Israel (see Ps 23:1; Is 40:11; Ezek 34:11-16; Heb 13:20; 1Pet 5:4; Rev7:17), and had promised He would set up one good shepherd over the people in the age of the Messiah (see Ezek 34:23). The declaration of the Lord Jesus here was just fulfilled the Old Testament.

  “The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” ---- The Lord Jesus revealed that He was the good shepherd who gave life for the sheep. His death was voluntary. The meaning in the original of “giving life” is not losing life really, but a sacrificing spirit of throwing the helve after the hatchet or taking risks of losing life when the danger is impending, so “giving life” could be interpreted as “in the danger of taking risks of losing life”.

  There are three stages of being the good shepherd of the Lord Jesus: (1) the word became the flesh, and gave life for the sheep ---- the good shepherd (see v.11, 15, 17). (2) He had risen from dead and is looking after the flock ---- the great shepherd (see Heb 13:20). (2) He will come again and judge the entire shepherds ---- the chief shepherd (see 1Pet 5:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) The Lord said in the previous verse: “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” In this verse He said: “the good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” Assuredly, the salvation of Christ who has given His life to us is purposed to bring us into His fullness.

     2) One should give his life first before providing life for others. The death on the cross is always the merely way of giving life.

     3) He who is willing to receive the death of the cross ---- “give life” and provide life ---- is the “good shepherd”.

John. 10:12 “But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. ”

YLT: “and the hireling, and not being a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, doth behold the wolf coming, and doth leave the sheep, and doth flee; and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep;”

Meaning of Words: “leave”: forgive, forsake; “catch”: pluck, pull, take (by force); “scatter”: disperse abroad;

The Background: according to the Jewish traditional sayings, if the shepherds who were hired to look after the flock saw the sheep were eating by the wild beasts, they should take the responsibility of compensation. Therefore, when they saw such condition, most of them would slip away.

Enlightenment in the Word: all those who are easily moved when meeting difficulties and escape the cross ---- “sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees” ---- are only hirelings. But the shepherds are willing to confront the cross without escaping. Even though we serve God and look after brothers, the attitude towards the cross will eventually prove whether we are “shepherds” or “hirelings”. 

John. 10:13 “The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.”

YLT: “and the hireling doth flee because he is an hireling, and is not caring for the sheep.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) A hireling cares about himself, not the sheep. If an evangelist cares about what he has obtained (e.g. money, the respect shown from others), he is just proved to be a hireling. When he forgets himself and cares about the flock of God only, he will be a good shepherd.

     2) Today, there are many hirelings in the assembly who serve God nominally ---- they covet after a comfortable job only, but have no love to the flock of God at all.

John. 10:14 “I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own.”

YLT: “`I am the good shepherd, and I know my , and am known by mine,”

Meaning of Words: “good”: fair, honest, meet, well, worthy;
Literal Meaning: “and I know My sheep, and am known by My own”, “know” refers to the profound inward knowledge, which derives from the fellowship of life.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) In the age of the New Testament, believers shall not teach each his brother, how to know the Lord. Because all shall know the Lord in themselves, from little one unto great among them (see Heb 8:11).

     2) The Lord has an intimate relationship concerning the union and fellowship of life with us.
John. 10:15 “As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.”

YLT: “according as the Father doth know me, and I know the Father, and my life I lay down for the sheep,”

Literal Meaning: “I lay down My life for the sheep.” ---- Such expression has appeared four times in this chapter (see v.11, 17, 18).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) The shepherd and the sheep know each other (v.14) ---- this is the very epitome of the profound relation between the Father and the Son.

     2) The Lord lay down His life for the sheep in order to give His risen and full life. The more sufferings one bears, the more provision of life he can give to others.

John. 10:16 “And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.”

YLT: “and other sheep I have that are not of this fold, these also it behoveth me to bring, and my voice they will hear, and there shall become one flock -- one shepherd.”

Spiritual Meaning: “and other sheep I have”, it refers to the Gentile believers (see Acts 11:18).

  “Which are not of this fold”, it refers to those who are not of the Judaism.

  “And there will be one flock”, it indicates that the Jewish believers and Gentile believers will be one in Christ (see 11:52; 17:20-21; Is 56:8; Eph 2:13-18; 1Pet 2:25).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) The Lord Jesus guides men individually, but brings them into “one flock” finally. All the divisions among the Christians are on account of having not received His guidance absolutely. 

     2) There is more than one fold, but the flock should be only “one flock”.

     3) Christ who has given His life provides His full life to fulfill the universal union ---- “be one” ---- the assembly, namely, His full body. It unveils that the ministry of Christ is universal, He cares about not only those are of the fold ---- the Jews who are orthodox, but also those who are out of the fold ---- the Gentiles who are scattered, and the Lord will bring them back to the fold.

     4) The assembly should be one, and there shall not be the distinction between “inside” or “outside” the fold any longer. The only factor concerning the union of the assembly is the Son of God ---- the full Christ. When the Christ, who has risen from the dead and thus has become the great shepherd of the sheep (Heb 13:20), becomes the common and concentrated focus of the whole assembly ---- “there will be one shepherd”, the church will reach the true oneness. 

     5) Today we believers have only one orientation, i.e. “to become one flock”. If one acts independently, he will become a lost lamb.

John. 10:17 “"Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again.”

YLT: “`Because of this doth the Father love me, because I lay down my life, that again I may take it;”

Literal Meaning: “because I lay down My life that I may take it again”. ---- The word “because” indicates why the Father loves the Son. The Lord Jesus keeps the will of God and is willing to give His life, so the Father loves Him.

  It also unveils that the Lord’s death is not an accidental matter which is on account of being unable to withstand the formidable environmental conditions. He is voluntary to give His life, and has the authority to take it again ---- which refers to His resurrection. 

John. 10:18 “No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father." ”

YLT: “no one doth take it from me, but I lay it down of myself; authority I have to lay it down, and authority I have again to take it; this command I received from my Father.'”

Literal Meaning: “no one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.” ---- It is free grace that Christ has died for the sinners ---- it is divine grace from God, and men makes none contribution. 

  “This command I have received from My Father.” ---- It indicates that: (1) the resurrection from the dead of the Lord Jesus is the will of the Father. (2) The resurrection from the dead of the Lord Jesus is the key point of fulfilling the will of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: Christ, the originator of life, has the authority of life in His hand. Therefore, he gave His life voluntarily in his suffering of death so as to manifest His fullness.

John. 10:19 “Therefore there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings.”

YLT: “Therefore, again, there came a division among the Jews, because of these words,”

Meaning of Words: “division”: schism, split;
Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) When someone has received Christ, there always arise divisions in his family or among the members in the social organizations. The fire is usually unavoidably kindled among men because of Him (see Luke 12:49-53). 

     2) There are great struggles and uneasiness in the men who are unwilling to receive the savior. But he who is willing to receive the Lord will enjoy the divine peace inwardly.

John. 10:20 “And many of them said, "He has a demon and is mad. Why do you listen to Him?" ”

YLT: “and many of them said, `He hath a demon, and is mad, why do ye hear him?'”

John. 10:21 “Others said, "These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?" ”

YLT: “others said, `These sayings are not those of a demoniac; is a demon able blind men's eyes to open?'”

Literal Meaning: “can a demon open the eyes of the blind?” ---- It proves that the speaking in chapter ten is in the background of the sign of healing thee blind man in the previous chapter, so these two chapters have connections therein. 

John. 10:22 “Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter.”

YLT: “And the dedication in Jerusalem came, and it was winter,”

The Background: “the Feast of Dedication”, there was not this feast in the law of the Old Testament. It had been established during the period between the two testaments. In the 168 BC, the king of Syria, Antiochus Ephiphanes occupied Jerusalem, and built up the idolatrous alters in the temple. They took the swine ---- a kind of unclean animal in the eyes of the Jews ---- as the sacrifice, thus defiling the temple. The Jews then rebelled against them. Three years later, Jude Maccabaeus led the troops and fought with the numerically superior enemy. Finally, the king of Syria was defeated. About 165 BC, in September 25th according to the Jewish calendar (it was in December according to the solar calendar, around the winter solstice), the Jews cleansed and repaired the altar and the temple, and devoted them again to God. Henceforth, the Jews had this feast every year ---- eight days in succession, each and every family hung lamps and kindled candles. Someone even add another candle everyday, so the feast was also called “Festival of Hanukkah”.

Literal Meaning: “now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem”, the word “now” indicated that the matter in this paragraph happened at the same time with what recorded previously.

“It was winter”, it was an explanation for those who were not familiar with the Jewish calendar. According to the solar calendar, the Feast of Dedication was held around December 25th ---- that was exactly winter.

John. 10:23 “And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon's porch.”

YLT: “and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the porch of Solomon,”

Literal Meaning: “in Solomon's porch”, there were porches around the outer court of the temple, and Solomon's porch lay eastwardly.

  “Walk”, it contains a meaning of teaching.

John. 10:24 “Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, "How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly." ”

YLT: “the Jews, therefore, came round about him, and said to him, `Till when our soul dost thou hold in suspense? if thou art the Christ, tell us freely.'”
Literal Meaning: “how long do You keep us in doubt?” ---- “doubt” in Greek is the same word as “take (v.18)”, so it can also be translated: “how long do you take my life”. It suggested that the Jews had realized that the safety of their whole kingdom depended on the ministry of the Christ.

John. 10:25 “Jesus answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me.”

YLT: “Jesus answered them, `I told you, and ye do not believe; the works that I do in the name of my Father, these testify concerning me;”

Literal Meaning: “I told you”, the Lord Jesus had never said He was the Messiah in public, except for that in the individual situation (see 4:26; 9:35). However, what He had focused on in His teaching was sufficient enough to manifest His being (see 8:56, 58).

  “And you do not believe.” ---- They could not know He is the Messiah from His words and works because of their unbelief.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) What the Lord has done reveals His being (see v.32, 38). He manifests His fullness through His being.

     2) Only God, not men, can do what the Lord Jesus has done. 

John. 10:26 “But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.”

YLT: “but ye do not believe, for ye are not of my sheep,”
Literal Meaning: they could not believe because of their nature.

John. 10:27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”

YLT: “according as I said to you: My sheep my voice do hear, and I know them, and they follow me,”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) Christians have the life of Christ, so they can enjoy the life of fellowship with Christ. We should not live the Christian life for the purpose of being a Christian. We live the Christian life, for we are Christians.

     2) It is highly natural that believers hear the voice of the Lord everyday and follow the guidance of His words.

John. 10:28 “And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”

YLT: “and life age-during I give to them, and they shall not perish -- to the age, and no one shall pluck them out of my hand;”

Literal Meaning: “and I give them eternal life.” ---- Eternal life is a gift granted by Christ.

“Neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand”. ---- It teaches believers to know the trustworthiness of eternal life, but it does not mean we can be slack in watching and seeking spiritual things.
Controversial Clarification: when believers have been saved, they have obtained the eternal life. The Lord has also promised in His words: “they shall never perish”. However, it seems to suggest in some others verses of the Scripture (e.g. 6:4-8) that even the one who has been saved yet may fall away from grace and perish forever. There are lengthy controversies concerning eternal life among the Bible expositors. As to the verses with “controversies”, we will present the detailed explanations. Here, we have the evidences as regards the phrase “never perish”:

1. God saves us according to His will (1Tim1:9), and His will is unchangeable (Heb 6:17). Therefore, our salvation shall never lose (John 6:39).

2. We have been saved ---- we have not chosen the Lord, but He has chosen us (John 15:16), and the gifts and the calling of God are not subject to repentance (Rom 11:29). Therefore, our salvation will always be stable.

3. We have been saved for God loves us, not we love God (1John 4:10). Nothing shall separate us from the love of God (Rom 8:35-39), so He will save us to the uttermost.

4. Our salvation is not according to our works, but His grace (2 Tim 1:9). And the riches of God’s grace (Eph 1:7) are sufficient enough to satisfy our need. 

5. Our salvation is to show forth the righteousness of God (Rom3:26), and Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of the throne of God (Ps 89:14). Therefore, He will not forsake us to go against His righteousness.

6. We have been saved for God has consummated a new covenant with us (Heb 8:8-13), and God will never profane His covenant (Ps 89:14). Therefore, our salvation cannot be moved. 

7. It is God's power to salvation (Rom 1:16). His power is so great that no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand (John 10:29).

8. We have been saved and have obtained the eternal life of God, so we shall never perish (John 10:28).

9. Our salvation is of God, with whom is no variation (James 1:17). 

10. Having been perfected, Christ became the author of eternal salvation (Heb 5:9).

11. No one can snatch them out of the hand of Christ (John 10:28).

12. The Lord has promised that the one that comes to Him He will not at all cast out (John6:37).

John. 10:29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.”

YLT: “my Father, who hath given to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to pluck out of the hand of my Father;”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

     1) “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all”. ---- The gracious gift that the Father has granted to the Lord Jesus is the eternal life, which is greater than all.

     2) The unity of the assembly will produce unbeatable power (see 6:39; 17:2).

John. 10:30 “I and My Father are one." ”

YLT: “I and the Father are one.'”

Literal Meaning: “I and My Father are one." ---- “One”, a neuter in Greek, means the same kind, but not the same one. The Son and the Father are one, but different in person. They have the same nature, life, work, power, i.e. sameness, equality, and the same nature and life, but they are different in person.

  This verse indicates that the Son has the same will and power in the matter of protecting believers like the Father (see v.28-29), and they are also the same in nature. Therefore, it evoked strong reactions among the Jews (see v.31, 33).

John. 10:31 “Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.”

YLT: “Therefore, again, did the Jews take up stones that they may stone him;”

Meaning of Words: “take up”: bear, carry;

Literal Meaning: “took up stones to stone”, they prepared to execute the law (see Lev 24:16), but lost the necessary procedures.

John. 10:32 “Jesus answered them, "Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?" ”

YLT: “Jesus answered them, `Many good works did I shew you from my Father; because of which work of them do ye stone me?'”

Literal Meaning: “many good works”, in the original they refer to good and respectable works, including signs.

John. 10:33 “The Jews answered Him, saying, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God." ”

YLT: “The Jews answered him, saying, `For a good work we do not stone thee, but for evil speaking, and because thou, being a man, dost make thyself God.'”

Literal Meaning: “because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.” ---- The Jews regard it as blasphemy (see Mark 14:64).

John. 10:34 “Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your law, "I said, "You are gods"'? ”

YLT: “Jesus answered them, `Is it not having been written in your law: I said, ye are gods?”

Literal Meaning: “Is it not written in your law”, “law” generally refers to the Law of Moses, but here it represents the whole Old Testament.

“I said, "You are gods"”, it is quoted from the Psalms (82:6). God means Elohim (in the original). “You are gods”, they called those Jewish rulers ---- who walked before the people in the name of God ---- “god”.

John. 10:35 “If He called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), ”

YLT: “if them he did call gods unto whom the word of God came, (and the Writing is not able to be broken,)”

Meaning of Words: “be broken”: break (up), destroy, dissolve, melt, and put off
Literal Meaning: “the Scripture cannot be broken”, the Lord Jesus here bore witness of the absolute authority and credibility of the Old Testament.

  “To whom the word of God came”, it referred to the judges who make the judgment according to the command of God (see Ps 82:2).

  “If He called them gods”, they were called gods to a certain degree. Having been entrusted by God, the Jewish leaders received the power and the consecration in service thereby (all these were based on God’s divine words which would in no wise pass away), thus were called gods.

Controversial Clarification: from ancient times to the present, there had been some extreme religious sects who used this verse to emphasize that Christians could also call themselves “gods”, since the Lord Jesus accepted that “men could be called gods”. They developed a series of theology ---- Christ Jesus who is God became a man for the purpose of making men be gods. Those who initiated this concept had other reasons ---- they confessed their so called “god” had the divinity, but had no divine person, so they had not actually blasphemed the only true God. However, such concept is unconsciously eroding the spirit of some Christians, making them unknowingly drop into one of the two extreme results:

1. The one who has obtained some spiritual attainments may regard he is a cut above others, thus recommitting the same error of the fallen Satan.

2. The general believers will sigh for their spiritual immaturity and turn to adore the spiritual giants in their hearts and regard them as gods.

    However, it has actually plainly stated in the New Testament that we believers are “the children of God (see 1:12; Rom 8:16; 1John 3:1)”, and have obtained “the life of God (see 20:31)” and have partaken in “the divine nature of God (see 2 Pet 1:4)”. It is the greatest grace for us. We should never imitate the spirit of Satan who wants to exalt itself to “be like the Most High (see Is 14:12-15)” and calls itself god.

John. 10:36 “do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, "You are blaspheming,' because I said, "I am the Son of God'? ”

YLT: “of him whom the Father did sanctify, and send to the world, do ye say -- Thou speakest evil, because I said, Son of God I am?”

Meaning of Words: “sanctified”: purify, consecrate, hallow, be holy;

Literal Meaning: the Lord Jesus meant that if those judges who made judgment were called gods (see v.35), how should not the one whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world be rather called “the Son of God”?

John. 10:37 “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me;”

YLT: “if I do not the works of my Father, do not believe me;”

Literal Meaning: “do the works of My Father”, the merciful works that the Father Himself has done.

John. 10:38 “but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him." ”

YLT: “and if I do, even if me ye may not believe, the works believe, that ye may know and may believe that in me the Father, and I in Him.'”

Literal Meaning: “though you do not believe Me, believe the works”, the Lord declared here that His actions was in harmony with His teachings. His works are sufficient enough to convince men, and such works also become the proof that He is God.

  “You may know and believe”, the witness that has been manifested in His works will gradually lead men to understand His divinity. 

Enlightenment in the Word: unbelief hinders men from seeing God. Faith, however, opens one’s eyes to see and receive the Son of God. 

John. 10:39 “Therefore they sought again to seize Him, but He escaped out of their hand.”

YLT: “Therefore were they seeking again to seize him, and he went forth out of their hand,”

Meaning of Words: “escape”: depart (out of), get out;
Literal Meaning: “He escaped out of their hand.” ---- The Lord did not escape away, but went out.

John. 10:40 “And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptizing at first, and there He stayed.”

YLT: “and went away again to the other side of the Jordan, to the place where John was at first baptizing, and remained there,”

Literal Meaning: “beyond the Jordan”, it referred to the place of Bethany in the east of the Jordan (see 1:28), where was governed by the Herod Antipas, so it was less dangerous to be caught.

John. 10:41 “Then many came to Him and said, "John performed no sign, but all the things that John spoke about this Man were true." ”

YLT: “and many came unto him, and said -- `John, indeed, did no sign, and all things, as many as John said about this one were true;'”

John. 10:42 “And many believed in Him there.”

YLT: “and many did believe in him there.”

Literal Meaning: it indicated that the works and signs done by the Lord had fully proved that He was the Christ whom the Jews hoped for. The people began to understand that the witnesses borne by John the Baptist at that time were true (see v.41), so many of them believed in Him there.

Enlightenment in the Word: those who believed in the Lord Jesus believed the words of John Baptist first. If one desires to seek the heavenly things, he will eventually devote himself unto the Lord Himself.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

I. How to Discern the Thief (the False Shepherd)?

A. He who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way (v.1).
B. But will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers (V.5).

C. All who ever came before Me (v.8a).

D. But the sheep did not hear them (the thieves) (v.8b).
E. The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy (v.10).
II. The Two Functions of the Door
  A. To differentiate between the true and false shepherds (v.1-2).

  B. To differentiate between the true and false believers (v.9).

III. The Proofs of the True Shepherd

  A. He who enters by the door (v.2).

  B. To him the doorkeeper opens (v. 3a).

C. The sheep hear his voice (v.3b). 

D. He calls his own sheep by name (v.3b)

E. He leads them out (v.3c).

F. He goes before them (v.4). 

IV. How to be a Good Shepherd of the Flock of God?

  A. The sheep know his voice (v.3-5). ---- He shall always live with the sheep together.

  B. He calls his own sheep by name (v.3). ---- He shall know the sheep by name.

  C. He goes before them, and the sheep follow Him (v.4) ---- He shall be a good exemplar of the flock.

  D. They may have life (v.10a). ---- He does not intend to give the sheep knowledge only. 

  E. They may have it more abundantly (v.10b) ---- He concentrates his attention on the growing of the sheep’s life.

F. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep (v.11, 15, 17). ---- He loves the sheep as himself and is willing to sacrifice himself for the sheep.

G. He cares about the sheep (v.13b) ---- Just like the one who nourishes and cherishes (see Eph 5:29).

H. I know My sheep, and am known by My own (v.14). ---- He has deep fellowship with the sheep.

I. They will hear My voice (v.16b). ---- He is totally trusted by the flock. 

J. There will be one flock and one shepherd (v.16c). ---- He leads the sheep unto Christ, not unto himself.

K. He shall let no one snatch the sheep through the protection of the great hands of both God and the Lord (v.28-29).
V. The Lord is the Door of the Sheep

  A. He is the door of salvation ---- If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved (v.9a).

B. He is the door of feed ---- and will go in and out and find pasture (v.9b).

C. He is the door of abundant life ---- that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly (v.10).

VI. Who is the Hireling?

A. He does not think the sheep is of his own (v.12a).

B. He sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees (v.12b)

  C. He does not care about the sheep (v.13).

VII. The Characteristics of the Good Shepherd

  A. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep (v.11).

  B. The good shepherd knows His sheep, and is known by His own (v.14).

VIII. The relations between the Lord Jesus and God the Father

  A. My Father loves Me (v.17) ---- He is the beloved one of the Father.

  B. I lay down My life that I may take it again. This command I have received from My Father (v.17-18). ---- He became obedient even unto death, and death of cross. Therefore also God highly raised exalted him (see Phil 2:8-9).

  C. The works that I do in My Father's name, they bear witness of Me (v.25). ---- He does works in the Father, which proves that He is sent by God

  D. No one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand (v.28-29). ---- The hands of the Lord and the Father protect us, which proves their will to believers is the same.

  E. I and My Father are one (v.30). ---- They have the same nature and power.

  F. Many good works I have shown you from My Father (v.32) ---- The Father is the source of His works.

  G. The one who was sanctified by the Father and was sent into the world called He is the Son of God (v.36). ---- Only He declared God the Father (see 1:18).

  H. He does the works of His Father (v. 37-38). ---- They are different in person, but the same works.

  I. The Father is in Me, and I in Him (v. 38). ---- Actually, both of them are one, and inseparable.
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