《Commentary on the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians》
Introduction to the Epistle                             

I. Writer



Paul the apostle (1Thess. 1:1; 2Thess. 1:1). He jointly signed with Silvanus, and Timothy In the beginning of the letter, however, the letter was written by Paul himself (See 1Thess. 2:18; 3:2; 5:27-28; 2Thess. 2:5; 3:17). 

     According to the records of the Bible, Paul was formerly called Saul (Acts. 13:9), an Israelite, of tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1), a Hebrew of Hebrews (Phil. 3:5) considering parentage. Paul was born in Tarsus of Cilicia, at the feet of the famous teacher Gamaliel, educated according to exactness of the Jewish law (Acts. 22:3). Afterwards, he became to live a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of the Judaism (Acts. 26:5) and was zealous for God and persecuted the assembly (Gal. 1:14; Phil. 3:6). However, he did it ignorantly, in unbelief (1Tim. 1:13). One day, when he intended to go to Damascus to seize Christians, the Lord Jesus manifested to Him on his way (Acts. 9:1-5). He became a Christian henceforth and was called to be an apostle (Rom. 1:1). The apostleship of Paul was mainly towards the Gentiles (Gal. 2:8). He went out to preach for tree times east to Jerusalem and west to Rome and his tracks were found in all satrapies of the Roman Empire. He established many churches and made the groundwork for the preaching of the gospel of Christianity all over the world today. He wrote altogether thirteen epistles in the New Testament, thus becoming the main exegete of the truth of Christianity.

II. The Time and Location the Books were Written

It is generally acknowledged that the first and second books of Thessalonians were the first two books among Paul’s epistles. Since these two books were sent out in the name of Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy (1Thess. 1:1; 2Thess. 1:1), they were supposed to be together before the letter was written. According to the records of the Bible, they met each other in Corinth (Acts. 18:1, 5) and the first book was written after Paul had visited the church at Thessalonica and returned to Corinth (1Thess. 3:6). To sum up the above-mentioned facts, we could confirm that the first and second books of Thessalonians were written when Paul was fulfilling his duty in his second journey and stayed at Corinth. It was about in A.D. 50-52. And the second book may be written half a year after the first book. 

     Some Bible scholars held that the first and second books of Thessalonians were in reverse order and therefore the first should be the second and the second should be the first. Now their reasons are listed as follows: 

     1) The past tense is used to mention the tribulation they suffered in the first book (1Thess. 1:6; 2:14) and the present tense is used in the second book (2Thess. 1:4-7). 

     2) Usually “the salutation of Paul with my own hand” was in the first epistle (1Cor. 16:21; Col. 4:18; Philem. 19) in order to make the pattern of his letters to them. And Paul mentioned it in the second book when he wrote to the church in the city of Thessalonica (2Thess. 3:17). 

     3) The teachings of “the day of the Lord” in the second book (2Thess. 2:1-12) should be first and therefore there is “concerning the times and the seasons, you have no need that I should write to you” in the first book afterwards (1Thess. 5:1).

     4) “The love of every one of you all abounds toward each other” (2Thess. 1:3) in the second book should be first and “concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you” (1Thess. 4:9) in the first book afterwards.

     5) Paul mentioned in the first book that he wanted to visit the church in the city of Thessalonica (1Thess. 2:18; 3:10) again and again and he did not mention it in the second book, showing that the first book should be written after the second book. 

     6) It is mentioned in the first book that some believers in the church at the city of Thessalonians had died (1Thess. 4:13) and the brothers who labored and were over the church had risen (1Thess. 5:12). These were not mentioned in the second book. And therefore, compared to the second book, the first book was farther from the time Paul had left the city of Thessalonica. 

     7) The contents of the first book are quite detailed and the second book is brief, showing that the first book is an additional remark of the second book. 

     The above-mentioned reasons of guess are quite farfectched and they cannot be used to prove that the second book was before the first book and the first book was after the second book. Now we retort them one by one: 

     1) “Having received…in much affliction” and “suffered the same things from your own countrymen” which were in the past tense in the first book refer to their sufferings when they believed in the Lord. Actually when Paul wrote the first book, their sufferings had not been the past and there were “afflictions” awaiting them (1Thess. 3:3). And therefore the present tense is used to describe their sufferings they shall face after they had been saved. 

2) “The salutation of Paul with my own hand” in the second book is used to deal with the problem of “letter, as if from us” in the same letter (2Thess. 2:2). It cannot be used to deduce that all the letters with the salvation with his own hand are the first letters. 

3) The reason why it is mentioned in the first book that Paul did not need to write to explain the day of the Lord to them is that he had told them when he was there (2Thess. 2:5). In the second letter he had to mention it again to correct the false explanation in the church in the city of Thessalonica because some people said that the day of Christ had come in the name of Paul (2Thess. 2:2). 

     4) Actually from the first day, the condition that believers loved one another in the church in the city of Thessalonica was quite good (1Thess. 1:3; 3:6, 12) and therefore Paul thought that there was no need to exhort them in the letter concerning it. When Paul wrote the second book, their love was manifested more abundant. 

     5) Though it is not mentioned in the second book whether Paul had returned to visit the church in the city of Thessalonica, it cannot prove that it is the first letter. Anyway, Paul was close to the church in the city of Thessalonica and he had returned to visit them many times (See Acts. 20:1; 27:2; 1Cor. 16:5; 2Cor. 1:16).

     6) The death of believers is not related to the length of time that they need and Paul always appointed elders who were over them when he departed from the churches in various churches (See Acts. 14:23).

     7) The length of the books is not related to the order of the books, for example, the first book of Corinthians is longer than the second book of Corinthians. 

     The conclusion is that the first book is still the first and the second book is still the second. And the order is right. 

III. The Recipients 



This book was written to the church in Thessalonica (1Thess. 1:1; 2Thess. 1:1). She was established by Paul on the second journey, however, soon Paul suffered persecution and the groundless accusation and had to leave in a hurry. And therefore he cannot stay there for a long period to shepherd and build the church (Acts. 17:1-9).

     The city of Thessalonica was close to Aegean Sea and it was built in B.C. 315. It had the quite important status in the time of Greek. It was set as the capital town of the province of Macedonia by the Roman Empire in B.C. 164. 

     Some bible scholars, according to the seventeenth chapter of the Acts, deduced that Paul the Apostle stayed at Thessalonica for a short time and even it was less than a month. However, we thought that Paul at least stayed at the city of Thessalonica for several months and the reasons were as follows: 

       1) “for three Sabbaths” which was mentioned in the Acts only referred to the time he preached the gospel in the synagogue of the city of Thessalonica (Acts. 17:1-3) instead of the time he stayed at the city of Thessalonica altogether. 

       2) more than half of believers in the church at Thessalonica were the Gentile pagans who worshiped idols formerly (1Thess. 1:9) instead of the Greek proselytes (Acts. 17:4). And therefore they should be the fruits of the gospel that Paul bore outside of the synagogue. 

       3) When Paul stayed at the city of Thessalonica, he worked with his own hands to support himself (1Thess. 2:9). If he just stayed there several weeks, there was no need for him to do so.

       4) When Paul was at the city of Thessalonica, the church in Philippi sent men unto his necessity two times (Pill. 4:16). It was also the clear proof that Paul did not stay there for a short time.  

       5) Paul recounted by himself that he taught them concerning many topics during the period that he stayed at the city of Thessalonica (1Thess. 2:11; 3:4; 4:1-2, 11; 5:1-2; 2Thess. 2:5, 15; 3:4, 10). 

       6) Paul had established the intimate relation with the local believers and they were quite familiar with each other (1Thess. 1:2, 6; 2:7-8, 11, 17, 19-20; 3:6-10)

     In addition, some Bible scholars, considering that there was much grammar of the Old Testament in the wordings of the second book of Thessalonians, advocated that there were two groups of believers in the church at Thessalonica: one was the group of the Gentiles and the other was the group of the Jews. And the first book was written to the Gentiles and the second book to the Jews. However, Paul constantly firmly believed that there was neither Greek nor Jew in the church (Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11), especially at that time the so-called bill of the apostles that “putting no difference between us and them” had been adopted soon (Acts. 15:9). If Paul indeed allowed the existence of two groups of believers in a local church, that was quite unbelievable. And therefore the saying that the first and second books were written to different recipients cannot stand. 

IV. The Motivation for Writing these Epistles


After Paul and the fellow-workers left Thessalonica, this rising church was also persecuted. And immediately Paul sent Timothy, the young fellow-worker, to return to visit and help the Saints there. Afterwards, from the mouth of Timothy, Paul knew that they did not yield to the persecution and contrarily stood firmly (1Thess. 1:6-7; 2:14; 3:4-6; 2Thess. 1:4). Paul was gratified and he still cared for their spiritual future because he did not work for a long period among them and he was afraid that their foundation of the truth was not firm and they might be influenced by various kinds of outside teachings. And therefore he wrote the first book to exhort them and here were the main points: 

1) he reminded them to remember how he taught them among them and the example of his walkings (1Thess. 1:5-6; 2:1-12).

       2) he exhorted them to abstain from the local evil and licentious custom and possess their own vessels in sanctification and honor (1Thess. 3:13-4:8).

       3) he exhorted them to work with their own hands and be a normal man before the world, besides loving one another (1Thess. 3:12; 4:9-12).

4) he clearly explained the conditions of the coming of the Lord and the experiences of believers in future and he exhorted them to watch and be sober for these (1Thess. 4:13-5:11).

5) he exhorted that they should not despise prophecies (i.e. the teachings and doctrines of the Lord’s workers), however, they should test all things and it is inappropriate for them to swallow the teachings up (1Thess. 5:20-21).

However, not long after Paul wrote the first book of Thessalonians, some outside false teachers appeared and some people wrote to them in the name of Paul. They especially brought in some false doctrines and teachings concerning the coming of the Lord (2Thess. 2:1-2) so that Paul had to write the second book. He corrected the false teachings on one hand and on the other he exhorted them to live the normal life of waiting for the coming of the Lord and not to live in idleness before the Lord comes. 

V. Importance

     Among Paul’s epistles, the first and second books of Thessalonians, the book of Romans and the book of Ephesians are called the tree doctrinal books in the New Testament and they stress on the three virtues of believers “faith, hope and love” respectively: 1) the book of Romans stresses on “faith”------“justification by faith”; 2) the book of Ephesians stresses on “love”------“building in love”; 3) the first and second books of Thessalonians stress on “hope”------“hoping for the coming of the Lord”.

     Christians should have the right knowledge and attitude to the coming of the Lord. The Lord Jesus set the desk of the Lord to make believers remember Him in breaking the bread and drinking the cup for the purpose of reminding us to wait for His coming (1Cor. 11:26). Paul said that if we believers do not have the hope that we shall rise and be with the Lord when He comes and “in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable” (1Cor. 15:19). And therefore we should search and read the first and second books of Thessalonians carefully and then we shall exactly know the coming of the Lord and the day of the Lord and have the normal attitude and life of waiting for the coming of the Lord. 

VI. General Description



God the Father has chosen and kept us, the Lord Jesus Christ came to the world to save us and shall come again to receive us and the Holy Spirit moves us to make us receive the grace and guides us. The Holy Trinity works to make us have faith, love and hope. 


     Believers, in the local churches, should walk worthy of God who calls us into His own kingdom and glory. And the will of God is our sanctification and blamelessness. And therefore we should possess our own vessels in sanctification and honor; love one another in the church; work with our own hands in the society and walk properly toward those who are outside.  

     We are not those who do not hope on earth because our Lord Jesus Christ will come again to receive us. And therefore we shall not move though we suffer tribulation and are evilly treated by others. Contrarily our faith is much firmer, our love is more abundant and we have more endurance because of hope; we live the remainder of our life by rejoicing always, praying without ceasing, and giving thanks in everything. The Holy Trinity Himself will sanctify us completely. 

VII. Special Points



There are at least the following five special points in the first and second books of Thessalonians: 

1) three “triplets” are clearly mentioned in the first book: a) the Holy Trinity------God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit (1Thess. 1:9-10; 3:11; 4:8); b) faith, love and hope (1Thess. 1:3; 5:8); c) spirit, soul and body (1Thess. 5:23).

2) Since our salvation is of God (1:1, 4), all our walkings, works and pursuits after we have been saved should be responsible to God and we should please Him in everything (1Thess. 1:9-10; 2:4, 12; 4:6-8; 5:18).

3) The Holy Trinity is the reason and reliance of all our spiritual virtues: a) patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Chris (1Thess. 1:3); b) joy of the Holy Spirit (1Thess. 1:6); c) stand fast in the Lord (1Thess. 3:8); d) the Lord makes you increase and abound in love (1Thess. 3:12); e) God called us in holiness (1Thess. 4:7); e) God Himself sanctifies us completely (1Thess. 5:23).

4) Paul showed the deep sense of shepherding in these two books and he even regarded the spiritual states of believers as his matter of life and death (1Thess. 2:8; 3:7-8).

5) Every chapter in the first book of Thessalonians concluded with the second coming of the Lord (1:9-10; 2:19-20; 3:13; 4:13-18; 5:23-24); the detailed explanations were stated aiming at the day of the Lord in the second book of Thessalonians. And therefore if we want to have a full view of the second coming of the Lord, we should research these two books carefully. 

VIII. Key Verses  



“Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father” (1Thess. 1:3) 

     “For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord” (1Thess. 3:8).

     “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven... And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” (1Thess. 4:16-17).

     “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks;” (1Thess. 5:16-18).

     “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1Thess. 5:23).

     “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition” (2Thess. 2:3).

IX. Key Words

“Coming” or “the day of Christ” (1Thess. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; 2Thess. 1:10; 2:1, 2). 

“Gospel” (1Thess. 1:5; 2:2, 8, 9; 2Thess. 1:8; 2:14).

“Faith” (1Thess. 1:3, 5, 8; 3:5, 6, 7, 10; 5:8; 2Thess. 1:3, 4, 11; 3:2).

“Love” (1Thess. 1:3; 3:6, 12; 3:9; 5:8, 13; 2Thess. 1:3).

“Hope” or “wait” (1Thess. 1:3, 10; 2:19).

“Devoutly” or “sanctification” (1Thess. 2:10; 3:13; 4:3, 7; 5:23, 25; 2Thess. 2:13).

“Much affliction”, “suffer” or “tribulation” (1Thess. 1:6; 2:14; 3:3, 4; 2Thess. 1:4, 6, 7).

X. Outlines of the Book

The Outlines of the First Book of Thessalonians

I. Foreword (1:1-2).

II. Thanksgiving and stating his feelings (1:3-3:13): 

  A. Thanking God that the church normally received God’s grace (1:3-10).

  B. Recounting by himself how he preached the gospel to the church (2:1-12)

  C. Caring for the state of the church after his parting (2:13-3:10).

  D. Making intercession for the church (3:11-13).

III. Exhortation and consolation (4:1-5:22): 

  A. Exhorting believers to abstain from sexual immorality and be sanctified (4:1-8).

  B. Exhorting believers to work with their own hands and walk properly (4:9-12).

  C. Exhorting believers not to sorrow because the Lord shall come (4:13-18).

  D. Exhorting believers to watch and be sober and wait for the coming of the Lord (5:1-11).

  E. Exhorting believers to deal with each other kindly and respect the Lord’s servants (5:12-22).

IV. Epilogue (5:23-28):

  A. Blessing (5:23-24).

  B. Advising and urging (5:25-27).

  C. Blessing again (5:28).

The Outlines of the Second Book of Thessalonians

I. Foreword (v.1-2).

II. Thanksgiving and intercession (1:3-12):

  A. Thanking God for the church (1:3-10).

B. Making intercession for the church (1:11-12).

III. Correction and exhortation (2:1-3:15):

  A. Correcting the fallacious ideas concerning the second coming of the Lord (2:1-12).

  B. Exhorting them to stand fast by relying upon the Holy Trinity and make intercession for the Lord’s workers (2:13-3:5).

  C. Correcting the fallacious idea of being unwilling to lead a quiet life and work (3:6-12).

  D. How to deal with believers who were unwilling to hear the teachings of the Lord’s workers (3:13-15).

IV. Epilogue (3:16-18):

  A. Blessing (3:16).

  B. Advising and urging (3:17).

  C. Blessing again (3:18).
2 Thessalonians Chapter One                             

I. Content of the Chapter

The Remembrance of the Church in the Lord

A. Introduction (v.1-2):

1. The writer and receiver (v.1);

2. Greeting (v.2);

B. Thanksgiving for the Church (v.3-5):

1. For their faith and love grow and abound (v.3);

2. For their patience and faith endure in tribulations (v.4-5):

a. This is a testimony to all the churches (v.4);

b. This is the manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God (v.5a);

c.  This is the evidence that they are counted worthy of the kingdom of God (v.5b);

C. Comfort to the church in tribulations (v.6-10):

1. God is righteous and will surely repay with tribulation (v.6):

a. He will repay with tribulation those who trouble you (v.6);

b. He will give those who are troubled rest (v.7a);

2. The time and condition of God’s righteous judgment (v.7b-10):

a. When the Lord is revealed from heaven in flaming fire (v.7b);

b. He will take vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel (v.8);

c.  They shall be punished with everlasting destruction (v.9);

d. When the Lord comes, He shall be glorified in His saints (v.10);

D. Intercession for the church (v.11-12):

1. The items of intercession:

a. May God would count you worthy of this calling (v.11a);

b. May God fulfill all the good pleasure and the work with power (v.11b);

2. The purpose of intercession ---- that the name of our Lord may be glorified in the church, and the church in Him (v.12);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

2Thess. 1:1 “Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”


YLT: “Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, to the assembly of Thessalonians in God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ:”


Literal Meaning: this verse is exactly the same with the first verse of the first book. Please refer to the commentary of the first book (1:1a). 

    “God the Father”, the God is not only the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ but also the Father of all believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The church of God the Father (Gal. 1:13) is also the church of the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:22).

2) Once the church has gone away from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, she will be no longer called the church. 

3) The church is never of any spiritual giant. Therefore, every time when we mention the church in a certain place, we shall never call it “the church of someone”, for it sins against God. 

2Thess. 1:2 “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ!”

Literal Meaning: please refer to the commentary of the first Book (1:1b). Note that “grace” is always before “peace”. We can only enjoy true peace after we have received grace.  

    “From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”, it indicates that God the Father is the origin of grace and peace. And the Lord Jesus is the channel, through whom only believers are enabled to receive grace and peace from God the Father.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The most significant mission of the church on the earth today is shining for the Lord and bearing the glorious testimony of the Lord. For this sake, we shall receive the grace of God from God unceasingly so that we shall shine the light of life. 

2) Satan hates the church mostly and schemes to attack the church by all sorts of means. Therefore, we shall experience more peace of God in all persecutions and tribulations so as not to be moved. 

2Thess. 1:3 “We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other,”


YLT: “We ought to give thanks to God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because increase greatly doth your faith, and abound doth the love of each one of you all, to one another;”


Meaning of Words: “fitting”: deserving, suitable, due reward, worthy; “grow exceedingly”: increase above ordinary degree; “abound”: multiply, increase, be more;


Literal Meaning: “brethren”, from verse three to ten in the original, it is a long sentence. In the beginning of this sentence, Paul calls them “brethren” to express his inter intimate sentiment toward the church in tribulations.  

“We are bound to thank God always for you”, “are bound to”: have to; “always” tells us that the thanksgiving is not accidental, but frequent. “Thank God…for you”, it shows that the good performance of believers in Thessalonica shall be own to the works of God on them, so Paul thanks God. 

“As it is fitting”, “be bound to” emphasizes what is bound to be done toward God. Here “fitting” shows it is just of doing so toward believers in Thessalonica. In other words, the former (“be bound to”) refers to the responsibility of the Lord’s worker, and the latter (“be bound to”) is the right that believers are worthy to obtain. 

“Because you faith grows exceedingly”, “grows exceedingly”, it means growing beyond the normal speed. Faith is as a grain of mustard seed (Matt. 17:20) and will grow. At first, Paul was anxious about the faith of believers in Thessalonica (see 1Thess. 3:5). Later, though he was comforted, he still found the shortage and hoped to perfect what is lacking in their faith (see 1Thess. 3:7, 10). And now, Paul felt that the growth of their faith is beyond his expectation, so it is worthy of thanksgiving to God. 

“And the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other”, “abound”, it refers to the increase in both quantity and quality. “Grow exceedingly” emphasizes the growth of an organism, and “abound” emphasizes the increase of quantity. Therefore, it indicates that the love of believers in Thessalonica among one another has spread from the whole church (see 1Thess. 4:9-10) to each individual of the church (every one of you). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Thanksgiving to God is not only believers’ privilege but rather our duty and responsibility. We “are bound to” always thank God.

2) Everyone who is called as “brother” shall have something that makes others thank God for him.

3) Though the servants of the Lord may unavoidably suffer difficulties and hardship in works, once they see the growth of the saints whom they serve in the Lord, they cannot but give thanks to God.

4) If we are able to find the works of the living and true God from us and believers around us, we will naturally give thanks to Him.

5) God is perfectly worthy of our thanksgiving. What God has done to us will never be less than our thanks to Him. However, our thanksgiving always fails to come up with the grace of God.

6) Today, there are many Christians who have openly obtained the blessing and goodness from God, but they do not thank God but thank men. It is really not “fitting”!

7) The most highly lethal weapon against Satan is praise. The best way of overcoming hardship is thanksgiving. 

8) The increase of faith is endless. The unceasing growth is good, and exceeding growth is better.

9) Love is not sufficient if it does not “abound”. And brotherly affection is not sufficient if there is no love to all (2Pet. 1:7).

10) The growth of faith is a kind of inner growth, which grows with the increase of the experience of God in the inner life. Love is a kind of external increase, which abounds with the daily life and the increase of the contact with the saints.

11) Tribulation makes us selfish. However, if tribulation is linked with grace and faith, love will be produced, for the faith in such condition is “faith working through love” (Gal. 5:6). When Christians are in afflictions, their faith will rise upon God and their love will be unto brothers and sisters. 

2Thess. 1:4 “so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure,”


YLT: “so that we ourselves do glory in you in the assemblies of God, for your endurance and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye bear;”


Meaning of Words: “patience”: endurance, constancy, patient continuance; “persecutions”: follow after, press forward; “tribulations”: trouble, pressure;


Literal Meaning: “so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God”, “we ourselves” it is emphatic. It seems to be uncommon of boasting of the church Paul himself has built among all the churches. If it is not because the church in Thessalonica has outstanding performance, Paul may not mention the church in Thessalonica among the churches. Note that Paul mentions in the first book (1Thess.1:8) that “we have no need to say anything” and yet now he boasts of them. Therefore, the performance of believers in Thessalonica has become more excellent. 

“The churches of God”, generally it may refer to all the churches built by Paul and other apostles (see 1Cor. 11:16). Here, it may relate to all the churches built by Paul.

“In all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure”, “you endure”, in the original it is present tense, showing that the church in Thessalonica at that time is still in persecutions. “All”, it refers to not only various persecutions and tribulations but also unceasing persecutions and tribulations for many times. “Persecution” means external infliction or pressure. Here it refers to the troubles caused by the faith of the Lord Jesus (see Rom. 8:35). “Tribulation” means affliction because of pressure and burden. Here it refers to not only all the afflictions caused by persecutions but also all the troubles coming upon them. 

“Patience and faith”, “patience” in the original is a kind of active power resisting persecutions, not passive tolerance. Such patience is produced by the hope of the Lord Jesus Christ (1Thess. 1:3). “Patience and faith”, both of them are mentioned together, for they are linked together. Patience makes men suffer with steadfastness in tribulations and persistent in faith in persecutions. And faith strengthens their patience. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The character and virtue perfected in the life of believers by the trial of tribulations are the best testimony that may encourage the churches of God.

2) Tribulations not only help us grow but also foster others to increase. God comforts us so that we will be able to comfort others (2Cor. 1:4-5). We shall not only be the pool of receiving and reserving water but rather the canal and channel of receiving and conveying water. 

3) Our faith shall stand the test of various environments. No matter how difficult the environment is or how fierce the persecution is, our faith cannot be shaken. 

4) Faith that has never been tried is unreliable. The life of ease keeps man’s faith in a shallow level. Therefore, tribulations and persecutions are the great way of God to strengthen our faith. 

5) Verse three and four not only mention faith and love but also patience. And patience is because of hope. Therefore, faith and love and hope are complete. Faith, hope and love are the foundation of Christians’ spiritual life as well as the good way for Christians to endure persecutions and tribulations. 

6) If a Christian desires to be pious toward God, he must have faith. He who desires to serve men and build the church shall be bound to have love. He who desires to persist with the goal of his life, he shall have hope. 

2Thess. 1:5: “which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer;”


YLT: “a token of the righteous judgment of God, for your being counted worthy of the reign of God, for which also ye suffer,”


Meaning of Words: “manifest evidence”: clear token, indication;


Literal Meaning: “which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God”, “which is…”, it relates to the patience and faith of believers in Thessalonica in persecutions and tribulations (see v.4). “The manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God”, there are several different explanations as follows:

1) Their persistent faith is out of God, proving that God’s judgment upon them is righteous, for God has not forsaken them.

2) Their persistent faith lets them obtain good testimony in the churches of God. Therefore, God allows men to suffer tribulations and grants men comfort in tribulations (see v.4), which proves that God’s judgment is righteous.

3) Their persistent faith is the evidence of the righteous judgment of God. He will repay the wicked men according to righteousness (see v.6).

4) Their persistent faith proves that God will judge them to be worthy of the kingdom of God according to righteousness and give them rest in the future (v.7).

5) Man’s internal heart and external deeds are the evidences of God’s righteous judgment. They are the grounds that decide whether God accepts or gives up someone (Rom. 1:24, 26) today, and are the proofs through which God will reward men in the future. 

6) Believers keep the persistent faith in tribulations, proving the verity of the righteous judgment of God manifested by the gospel. Both believers and unbelievers of the gospel will be under the righteous judgment of God. 

The above-mentioned six explanations interpret the righteous judgment of God from different angles, seeming to be reasonable respectively and yet not perfect still. We shall accept them selectively and synthesize each valuable point of them.

“That you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God”, believers are called by God to enter into His kingdom and glory (1Thess. 2:12). As far as the position of Christians is concerned, we are already the people of the kingdom of God (Eph. 2:19; 1Pet. 2:9). However, in terms of our experience, we have not entered into the kingdom of God now (see Acts 14:22). Therefore, we have to seek the kingdom of God (Matt. 6:33). Whether we are counted worthy of the kingdom of God is contingent upon the condition of our present pursuit of God’s kingdom today. 

“For which you also suffer”, “for which”: for the profit of the kingdom, or for the sake of the kingdom; 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers shall see the tribulations we suffer with a positive attitude, for tribulations will cultivate and improve us, thus making us worthy of the kingdom of God.

2) Only those who are counted worthy will be able to enter into the kingdom of God. It is not all those who call the name of the Lord that shall enter into the kingdom of God, but those who do the will of the Father who is in the heavens (Matt. 7:21).

3) Though many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). The purpose of the gospel is not making men ease on the earth, but turning and lifting the eyes of those who are in tribulations upon the heavens. It is not making men live an easy life, but changing men’s life.

4) The sweetest thing of man’s life is obtained from bitterness. Wheat can be used to make bread after being ground. The holy incense will give out the fragrant odour only when it is burnt in the fire. The dust will be fit to sow the seeds after it is dug. In like manner, a broken heart shall please God. The sweet joy of man’s life is the fruit of sorrow. 

5) We shall comfort others after we have personally experienced many tribulations. If you desire to be a messenger of comfort, if you desire to have part in the gift of mercy, if you want to have fresh consolation to uphold brethren in the trials, if you long to lead a smooth and profitable life without hurting others, you have to pay the cost willingly ---- suffer the tribulations for the Lord.

6) The chief reason why God lets us suffer tribulations is to remove the natural constitutions in us. That is to say, He demolishes the old man of us in order to renew and build the inward new man (2Cor. 4:16). Only those whose spiritual conditions have passed the judgment of God are worthy of the kingdom of God. Therefore, it is suffering for the sake of the kingdom of God. 

7) We should be through many tribulations before entering into the kingdom of God. And many tribulations lead us to learn patience. We should recognize: only those who are fellow-partakers of “the tribulations and patience of Jesus” will become the fellow-partakers in His “kingdom” (Rev. 1:9). 

8) The way to the kingdom of God is narrow and difficult (Matt. 7:14), so the kingdom of God is taken by violence (Luke 13:24).

9) The religionists aim at seeking physical and mental peace and profit. However, Christians have enjoyed true peace and grace in afflictions or through tribulations.

10) The common people may apostatize from their original faith because of tribulations. Only a minority have discerned the connotation of faith through tribulations ---- they are true winners. 

2Thess. 1:6 “since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you,”


YLT: “since a righteous thing with God to give back to those troubling you -- trouble,”

Meaning of Words: “repay”: requite, recompense, render;


Literal Meaning: “since it is a righteous thing with God”, here Paul especially emphasizes the “righteousness” of God (see v.5). It is in tribulations that men may most easily doubt the righteousness of God.  

    “Repay with tribulation those who trouble you”, “repay” is different from the word “take vengeance on” in verse eight. This verse emphasizes the tribulations that believers suffer today (see v.4), and God will repay with more serious tribulations those who trouble believers.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s bowel is love, and the principle of His working is righteousness. If man is unable to meet the demand of God’s righteousness, he shall not obtain the loving-kindness of God. 

2) God is not mocked. For whatsoever a man sows, that also shall he reap (Gal. 6:7).

3) Sin and sorrow are linked together. If man sows sins in this age, he must reap sorrow at present or in the future. 

2Thess. 1:7 “and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,”


YLT: “and to you who are troubled -- rest with us in the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven, with messengers of his power,”


Meaning of Words: “rest”: relaxation, relief, liberty, peace; “reveal”: appear, come, manifest;


Literal Meaning: “and to give you who are troubles”, the righteousness of God manifests in those who trouble believers (see v.6) as well as believers who are troubled. 

“Rest with us”, “rest” refers to the relaxation and relief after sorrow or struggle or labor, and it is a restful and peaceful and comfortable state (see 2Cor. 2:13; 7:5). This is the hope of those who are in tribulations as well as the blessing in the kingdom of God. “Rest with us”, obvious, Paul and his fellow workers were also in tribulations (see 3:2; 1Thess. 2:15). Paul reminded believers in Thessalonica in a euphemistic manner that the Lord’s servants were also experiencing the same tribulations. 

“When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels”, “mighty angels”: possibly it is a certain rank of angels who receive special might to fulfill the will of God; and it also means that these accompanying angels are with the Lord’s power and glory (see Mark 8:38; Matt. 25:31). “Reveal”: the Lord’s second coming; Christ now is hidden, and many people even deny His existence. However, when He comes again, everyone shall see Him and know Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers suffer the persecutions and tribulations in this world, and will be released when the Lord comes again and enter into the Lord’s rest and liberty. 

2) If the affliction believers suffer today is compared with the peace and glory in the future, it is only “momentary and light” (2Cor. 4:17) and unworthy (Rom. 8:18). 

3) We Christians shall live for eternity rather than this world. In fact, living in the “insight of eternal value” makes our present life significant. 

4) “Rest” is not only being released from sorrows and tribulations but also pleasing the Lord and abiding with Him and enjoying the rest and liberty in the light of His countenance (see v.9). 

2Thess. 1:8 “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “in flaming fire, giving vengeance to those not knowing God, and to those not obeying the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ;”


Meaning of Words: “taking vengeance on”: vindication, retribution, punishment; “know”: be ware, behold, consider; 


Literal Meaning: “in flaming fire”, “flaming fire” symbolizes judgment, showing that the Lord shall come to punish sins (see Is. 66:15; Dan. 7:9; Rev. 1:14). Here it especially refers to His terrible majesty and glory (see Heb. 12:18-21, 28-29).

“Taking vengeance on”, “take vengeance” and “righteousness” share the same source of word. Therefore, “take vengeance” here indicates an action of upholding justice, which is different from man’s “reprisal” out of malice. To those who suffer reprisal, they just “reap as they have sown”. 

“Those who do not know God”, it is not those who have never heard the true God but those who stubbornly despise God and resist confessing Him (see 2:10, 12; Rom. 1:28).

“And on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “not obey the gospel”, here it especially means the doubtful attitude toward the person and the redemptive works of the Lord Jesus Christ. He who does not obey the gospel has refused to confess the Lord Jesus. 

Both the above-mentioned two kinds of people will be under the righteous punishment of God. 

According to the description of this verse, some Bible exegetes think there are two groups of men who persecute the church in Thessalonica (see Acts 17:5): 1) the Gentiles who do not know God; 2) the Jews who have a partial knowledge of God and yet neither believe the gospel nor receive the Lord Jesus Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Taking vengeance” is different from “reprisal”, for the former is to meet the demand of God’s righteousness, and the latter is to give vent to individual hatred. 

2) If one has never heard the gospel, he may have the chance of remedy (since it is not clearly mentioned in the Scriptures, we are unable to affirm it). However, if one purposefully ignores the gospel and always refuses God, he cannot pass the buck on that day.

3) The only way for men to be delivered from the judgment of God is repentance and asking God for remission. However, those who have no God in their sight must not receive the forgiveness of God. 

2Thess. 1:9 “These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,”


YLT: “who shall suffer justice -- destruction age-during -- from the face of the Lord, and from the glory of his strength,”


Meaning of Words: “destruction”: ruin, punishment; “power”: strength, might, forcefulness; “glory”: dignity, honor;


Literal Meaning: “these shall be punished with everlasting destruction”, “destruction”, it does not coming to nothing, but “utter ruin and losing the value of existence”. Here it means they shall be punished with everlasting separation from Christ, so they will suffer forever and lose the significance of existence. The everlasting isolation from the Lord is the punishment of sin as well as the nature of the hell. 

“From the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power”, the Lord is a Lord of glory (1Cor. 2:8). Though He was despised and crucified on the earth, He has now risen and ascended into the heaven and has been glorified (see John 17:1; Luke 24:26; Heb. 2:9). When He comes again, He shall come with mighty glory from the heaven (see v.7; Rev. 10:1; Matt. 25:31). At that time, sinners will be under the punishment of departing from the presence of the Lord and, namely, eternal destruction. 

Note that there are three different kinds of God’s judgment in the last days: 1) the judgment before the judgment-seat of the Christ ---- the object is believers (see 2Cor. 5:10); 2) the judgment before the glorious throne of Christ ---- the object is all the nations who are alive on the earth (see Matt. 25:31-46); 3) the judgment before the great white throne ---- the object is men in the world who have no part in the first resurrection (see Rev. 20:6-15). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If man refuses the light of the gospel now, he will not see the glory of the Lord’s power. Today, the light of the gospel condemns their unbelief, and the manifestation of the Lord’s coming will destroy them (2Thess. 2:8).

2) All those who lead a life which seems to have no god will depart from the presence of God in the coming age and shall not enjoy His glory. 

3) The true meaning of hell is eternal isolation from God, which is most unendurable punishment to men.  

2Thess. 1:10 “when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.”


YLT: “when He may come to be glorified in his saints, and to be wondered at in all those believing – because our testimony was believed among you -- in that day;”


Meaning of Words: “come”: appear, fall out; “admire”: marvel, wonder, have in admiration; 


Literal Meaning: “when He comes … to be glorified in His saints”, when the Lord comes again, His glory will be manifested in His believers. Such glory is Christ himself who has now dwelt in us (see Col. 1:27). On one hand, He unceasingly renews and changes the whole man of us (see Col. 3:10; Rom. 12:2). And on the other hand, when we are caught to see the Lord, our body shall be transformed into conformity to his body of glory (see 1Cor. 15:51-54; Rom. 8:23, 29; 1John 3:2). This is that He is glorified in the saints and His glory is manifested from the saints. 

“In that Day … and to be admired among all those who believe”, “that Day” refers to the day of the Lord’s coming. In that Day, the glory of the Lord manifested in those who believe is that which eyes has not seen, and ear not heard, and which has not come into man’s heart (1Cor. 2:8-9). Therefore, they admire for such situation. 

“Because our testimony among you was believed”, the preachment of the gospel is testifying all the works of Christ done in men, including redemption, regeneration, transformation etc., until when men are like Him. 

Controversial Clarification: “is glorified in His saints”, some Bible exegetes interpret “saints” as angels. However, according to the context, it is proper to interpret it as believer (see v.12). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord’s salvation shall not only bring us into glory (Heb. 2:10) but also transform us into conformity to his body of glory (Phil.3:21). It is not only the translation of the objective position but also the transformation of the subjective nature. 

2) We shall not despise the works of the Lord in believers. Today, we see little spiritual transformation with physical eyes. However, in that Day, we shall greatly admire, for each believer is the “workmanship” of God (Eph. 2:10). 

3) See that we do not despise anyone in the church (Matt. 18:10), for the Lord has chosen Him and shall manifest His glory on Him. 

2Thess. 1:11 “Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power,”


YLT: “for which also we do pray always for you, that our God may count you worthy of the calling, and may fulfil all the good pleasure of goodness, and the work of the faith in power,”


Meaning of Words: “worthy”: deem entitled, fit, count worthy; “fulfill”: make replete, complete, make full, perfect, accomplish; “pleasure”: desire, seem good, delight; 


Literal Meaning: “therefore we also pray always for you”, “therefore”, for the sake of (see v.10); “always”: unceasing; 

“That our God would count you worthy of this calling”, “count”: from the perspective of God, not the perspective of man; “worthy of this calling”, it indicates that the daily life after we have called and the condition of inner life should be worthy of our calling and mission. Otherwise, we are unable to give an account to God.  

“And fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness”, “good pleasure of His goodness”, every good purpose and work of faith are of God. Therefore, Paul prays to God to fulfill them. 

“And the work of faith with power”, it is the work motivated by faith (see 1Thess. 1:3).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians are widely reviled because of the inconformity of their works with their identity ---- they say and do not (see Matt. 23:3); their walking is unworthy of the gospel of Christ (see Phil. 1:27).

2) Believers shall firstly desire all the goodness of God with purpose and then ask God for help (see Acts. 11:23).

3) Our faith does not stand in the wisdom of men, but in God’ power (2Cor. 2:5). It is God who works His great power in us after we have been saved both the willing and working for His good pleasure (see Phil. 2:13).

4) Though we believers are weak, Christ in us is not weak. Christ is powerful in us. We are weak, but He is powerful and shall fulfill all good works in us with great power. 

2Thess. 1:12 “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and Lord Jesus Christ.”


Literal Meaning: “that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “name”: in the ancient times, the name of a man is often the sign of him as well as his character, “the name of our Lord Jesus”, it is Christ Himself and His life and nature. 

“May be glorified in you”, it means that when the life and work of believers are completely worthy of the calling of God (see v.11), the glory of Christ will be manifested among them. That is to say, Christ is glorified among them. In other words, Christ is magnified in them (Phil. 1:20).

“And you in Him”, believers’ glorifying the Lord is totally on account of the works of Christ in them, so we are also glorified in Him. 

“According to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ”, “grace”: the graciousness of God given to me in the Lord Jesus Christ (1Cor. 1:4). Since it is the grace of God, it is also the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ (1Cor. 16:23). Through the grace, we will be enabled to glorify the Lord and glorified in the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Glorifying the Lord’s name shall be the goal and principle of believers’ walking in the world ---- “whatever you do, do all things to God's glory” (1Cor. 10:31). 

2) Believers should glorify the name of the Lord among us through all the good pleasure of His goodness (see v.11) fulfilled by the great power of God. Therefore, when the Lord comes again, we shall glorify the Lord among us (see v.10).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Reasons for the Firmness of the Church

A. For she has faithful servants of the Lord (v.1a);

B. For she has solid foundation in God the Father and Christ (v.1b);

C. For believers have obtained grace and peace (v.2);

D. For the faith of believers grow exceedingly (v.3a);

E. For the love of believers abounds toward each other (v.3b);

F. For the patience and faith of believers endure in persecutions and tribulations (v.4);

The Relation of God with Believers in the Past, at Present and in the Future

A. What God had done for believers in the past (v.1-4):

1. He is the safeguard of believers ---- the church is in Him (v.1);

2. He is the provision of believers ---- grace and peace are given by Him (v.2);

3. He makes believers increase ---- faith grows exceedingly and love abounds (v.3);

4. He makes believers stand ---- patience and faith endure in all persecutions and tribulations (v.4);

B. What God shall do for believers in the future (v.5-10):

1. He judges that believers are worthy of the kingdom of God according to his righteousness (v.5);

2. He repays with tribulation those who trouble believers (v.6);

3. When the Lord comes again, He shall give believers who are troubled rest (v.7).

4. He shall also punish those who are wicked with everlasting destruction (v.8-9).

5. In that Day, He will be glorified in those who believe (v.10).

C. What God is doing for believers at present (v.11-12):

1. He encourages believers to lead a life worthy of the calling (v.11a).

2. He fulfills all the good pleasure of His goodness and the work of faith with power (v.11b).

3. He lets the name of the Lord glorified in them according to His grace (v.12).

Why Paul Praises the Church in Thessalonica

A. For their faith grows exceedingly (v.3b);

B. For the love of them abounds toward each other (v.3b);

C. For their patience and faith endure in all persecutions and tribulations (v.4b);

D. For their testimony has helped all the churches of God (v.4a);

Know the Judgment of God 

A. The reason of judgment ---- God is righteous (v.6a);

B. The result of judgment ---- he who is unrighteous will suffer affliction and he who is righteous shall obtain peace (v.6b-7a);

C. The executioner of judgment ---- the Lord Jesus with His mighty angels (v.7b);

D. The object of judgment ---- those who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel (v.8);

E. The sentence of judgment ---- they will be punished with everlasting destruction (v.9);

F. The time of judgment ---- in the Day of the Lord’s coming that shall be admired (v.10);

G. The removal of judgment ---- those whom God count worthy of His calling (v.11-12);

The Purposes of Paul’s Prayer for the Church in Thessalonica 

(Or the Goals of Believers’ Pursuit at Present)

A. May God the Father would count you worthy of this calling (v.11a);

B. May God fulfill all the good pleasure of His goodness with power (v.11b);

C. May God fulfill the work of faith with power (v.11c);

D. May the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in them (or us) according to the grace of God and Christ (v.12a);

E. May they (or we) are glorified in Him according to the grace of God and Christ (v.12b);

2 Thessalonians Chapter Two                             

I. Content of the Chapter

Teachings in the Truth

A. Know the Day of the Lord ---- so as not to be shaken by vain words (v.1-12);

1. Two great things of the Day of the Lord ---- the coming of Christ and the rapture of believers (v.1);

2. Believers should not be shaken by any teaching concerning the Day of the Lord (v.2);

3. The Day shall not come unless the apostasy have first come and the man of sin have been revealed (v.3);

4. The manifestation of the man of sin (v.4-5; 9-10a);

5. What restrains of the revelation of the man of sin (v.6-8a);

6. The man of sin shall be annulled by the appearing of Christ’s coming (v.8b);

7. The follower of the man of sin ---- the reason why they follow and their end (v.10b-12);

B. Know one’s identity ---- so as to stand fast in truth (v.13-15);

1. The origin of believers’ being saved ---- love, selection and calling (v.13-15);

2. The condition of believers’ being saved ---- the faith of the truth of the gospel (v.13b, 14a);

3. The goal of believers’ being saved ---- obtain of the glory of Christ (v.14b);

4. The responsibility after believers have been saved ---- stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught (v.15);

C. Know one’s strength ---- so as to be established in word and work (v.16-17); 

1. The origin of believers’ strength ---- the Lord Jesus Christ and God and Father (v.16);

2. The form of believers’ strength ---- give…by grace (v.16);

3. The content of believers’ strength ---- everlasting consolation and good hope (v.16b-17a);

4. The result of believers’ strength ---- establish you in every good word and work (v.17b);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

2Thess. 2:1 “Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you,”


YLT: “And we ask you, brethren, in regard to the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of our gathering together unto him,”

Meaning of Words: “concerning”: for, about; “coming”: presence, a being near; “gathering”: assembling together, a complete collection; 

Literal Meaning: “brethren, concerning the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ”, “concerning”, in the original, it meaning “for the truth that is mentioned”. 

“The coming of Christ and our gathering to Him”, according to the original, “coming” and “gathering” are under the same article, which shows that both of them are relative to each other and are the chief great events when the Lord comes ---- “the coming of the Lord (parousia)” and “the rapture of believers” unto Him. According to the scriptures in other places, both of them do not happen “once”, but occur step by step. 

“Ask”, it in the original means beseeching and entreating. 

1) The coming of the Lord: it starts from the hidden presence of Christ from the throne of God in the clouds in the air starting (1Thess. 4:16-17), and ends with the public presence of Christ coming to the earth from the air (1Thess. 1:7-10). Both of them shall keep a period of time. 

2) The rapture of believers: Pre-tribulation Rapture (Rev. 12:5), Mid-tribulation Rapture (Rev. 15:2-4; 7:13-14) and Post-tribulation Rapture (Rev. 14:14-16); 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The Lord Jesus Christ shall come again, which shows that He has risen and He is living and true (1Thess. 1:9-10). 

2) The first coming of the Lord Jesus makes us gathered in His name and enjoy His invisible presence (Matt. 18:20). The second coming of the Lord makes us gathered to Him and enjoy His tangible presence (see 1Thess. 4:17). 

2Thess. 2:2 “not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.”


YLT: “that ye be not quickly shaken in mind, nor be troubled, neither through spirit, neither through word, neither through letters as through us, as that the day of Christ hath arrived;”


Literal Meaning: “either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us”, “spirit”, it means prophesying under the power of the Holy Spirit ---- it is a kind of supernatural revelation; “word”: oral teachings and exhortations; “epistle”: teachings and exhortations in written form; Paul here asks believers to watch for falsehood. Therefore, “spirit” may refer to the evil spirit that pretends to be the Spirit, and “word” relates to the teaching of false prophets, and “epistle” is that which is written by men who as through Paul and his fellow-workers. 

“As though the day of the Lord had come”, “the day of the Lord” does not refer to a single day, but the period from the Lord’s hidden coming in the air to His open judgment until the eternal world, during which a series of great events shall happen (see “Controversial Clarification” in verse three). 

“Not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled”, “shaken” in the original is used to describe the boat that is waved by the stormy waves and blown away; “shaken in mind”, it indicates that the mind and emotion of a man are stirred up and thus lose balance and repose with great wonder and astonishment; “troubled”: a kind of continual anxiety and disturbance. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is the spirit of God, or not of God, e.g. the Spirit of the truth, the spirit of error. Therefore, we shall not believe every spirit, but prove them (1John 4:1-6).

2) There are many sayings and interpretations concerning the coming of Christ in Christianity. We shall not believe immediately, but shall prove and consider whether it is of the truth (see 1Thess. 5:20-21).

3) We shall not be shaken in mind by any sound word, but come back to the light of the Scriptures and search them if these words are so (see Acts 17:11). 

4) Believers shall watch for any teaching outside of the Scriptures so as not to be shaken in mind or troubled.

5) The Scriptures only give the description of the sign of Christ’s coming again, but never predict the certain day of the Lord’s coming. Therefore, any day that is predicted to be the Lord’s coming must be of “men”, not the revelation of God. 

6) God gives men “mind” to think clearly and soberly so as to judge the verity of everything. If believers are unable to use mind well, but shaken by various teachings and sayings, it is obviously not the normal condition of Christians (see Eph. 4:14). 

2Thess. 2:3 “Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,”


YLT: “let not any one deceive you in any manner, because -- if the falling away may not come first, and the man of sin be revealed -- the son of the destruction,”

Meaning of Words: “falling away”: apostasy, defection from truth, forsake; “the man of sin”: the lawless one; “perdition”: ruin, loss, destruction; 

Literal Meaning: “by any means”, “any means” include spirit, word and letter (see v.2) and any other means. 

“Let no one deceive you”, “deceive”: be seduced and misled into wrong recognition and go astray; 

“For that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first”, “that Day” refers to the day of the Lord (see v.2). According to the following context and the prophesies in the Book of Revelation, it may refer to the later period of the Tribulation of three years and a half, the period before the public revelation of the Lord (see Rev. chap. 13). “The falling away”, the word is originally used to describe the political and military defection or revolt. Here it means rebelling against God (see Jos. 22:22) and defect from the truth. Here it unveils that men in the world under the control of Satan will increasingly defect from and rebel against God before the Lord’s coming.

“And the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition”, “the man of sin” it is “lawless man” in the original, for sin is the transgression of the law (1John 3:4). “The son of perdition”, the one who is willing to be indulged in depravity and cut his own throat; it is used to call Judas in the Scriptures (John 17:12). “Is revealed”, it suggests that he exists before publicly revelation and before the set time he has not been recognized as that man of sin. 

Note that “the man of sin” is not Satan (see v.9), but a man who is used by Satan to resist God. The Bible scholars often call him “antichrist”. However, here the antichrist is different from those who resist God and are against Christ in each generation (see 1John 2:18). “The man of sin” is the one who resists God most seriously before the public presence of the Lord in the last days. 

There were many Christians who were interested in the man of sin and inferred that some certain famous political or religious character would be the man of sin that Scriptures prophesied according to the number of “six hundred and sixty and six” (see Rev. 13:18). This is really groundless assumption, for it only satisfies men’s curiosity and avails common believers nothing. 

  Controversial Clarification: concerning the period of the day of the Lord, Bible exegetes present various interpretations of the series of events. And traditionally, it is believed that the church will be caught before the Tribulation. Therefore, Christians in the last days shall not witness “the revelation of the man of sin”, but it runs counter to Paul’s purpose of mentioning it here. Therefore, as far as the order is concerned, the great events that shall happen in “the day of the Lord” are listed as below:

1) The gospel shall be preached in the whole habitable earth, and then the end shall come (Matt.24:14); 

2) “The covenant” is confirmed (Dan. 9:27a); peaceful co-existence in “the first three and a half years” (the rebuilding of the holy temple of the Jews may be allowed in Jerusalem); the hidden coming of the Lord; the rapture of “those that overcome” before the Tribulation (Matt.24:39-41; Rev. 3:10; 12:5; 14:1-5); 

3) The covenant is destroyed (Dan. 9:29b); the Tribulation of the last three and a half years comes (Rev. 11:2; 13:5). The revelation of the man of sin (2Thess. 2:3-4; Rev. 13:11-18); “those who are clothed with white robes” are caught in the Tribulation (Rev. 7:13-14; 15:2-4);

4) The public presence of the Lord; the majority of believers ---- “the ripe harvest” ---- are caught after the Tribulation (Rev. 14:14-16); the judgment before the seat of Christ (2Cor. 5:10; 1Cor. 3:13-15); “the war of Armagedon” (Rev. 14:19-20; 16:12-16; 19:17-21) and the man of sin is annulled (2Thess. 2:8); the judgment before the glorious throne of Christ (Matt.25:31-46);

5) The kingdom of one thousand years (Rev. 20:4-6);

6) The war after the kingdom of one thousand years (Rev. 20:7-10);

7) The judgment before the white throne in the last day (Rev. 20:11-15);

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The Lord Jesus tells the disciples that many false Christs and false prophets shall arise and shall deceive many (Matt.24:11, 24) at the end of the world. Therefore, we believer should watch, lest we should be deceived in the last time (Matt.24:4);

2) The greatest sign is that many false Christs and false prophets arise and say that Christ is here and Christ is there before the Lord’s coming (Matt.24:11, 23-26).

3) Believers may be deceived to believe the day of the Lord will come soon so as to regard false Christ as Christ. Today, such heretical teachings have prevailed all over the world (e.g. the “Eastern Lightning” in China and the “Unification Church” in Korea). 

2Thess. 2:4 “who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”


YLT: “who is opposing and is raising himself up above all called God or worshipped, so that he in the sanctuary of God as God hath sat down, shewing himself off that he is God -- .”


Literal Meaning: “who opposes”, according to the original, “oppose” is synonymous with “devil”. It means that the man of sin is exactly the same with the devil and likes to resist the Lord. 

“And exalts himself”, puff oneself up or overrate oneself; 
“Above all that is called God”, here it indicates that all those who call themselves or who are called God, including true God and false gods. The man of sin considers him greater than God. 

“Or that is worshiped”, here it indicates that all things that are worshipped, e.g. images, idols, shrines etc. 

“So that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God”, there are two kinds of interpretations:

1) Symbolic interpretation: “the temple of God” symbolizes the church of God, so it suggests that someone in the church exalts himself and calls himself God. Throughout the past generations, many so-called heretical sects, especially the hierarchs, like to call them God or Christ. However, they are not “the man of sin” here.  

2) “The temple of God”, it refers to the holy temple in Jerusalem, but this temple was early destroyed. Therefore, someone thinks the rebuilding of the holy temple in Jerusalem will be allowed when the “covenant” is signed in the last days. After three and a half years, the “covenant” is destroyed. The man of sin shall appear in the holy temple and call himself God (see Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15).


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The trail of the falling of Satan is “exalting himself” even above all that is called God (see Is. 14:13-14; Ezek. 28:2, 16-17). All those exalt themselves and like to be adorned by believers are unconsciously used by the devil and are usurping the position of God in men’s heart. 

2) The man of sin likes to “call himself God”. Therefore, we can recognize that all those who to call themselves “God” or “Christ” must be the heretics of the devil. We shall not be deceived by them. 

3) A normal Christian often emphasizes that he is a “man” (see Acts 10:25-26; 14:13-15), and never dares to compare him with “God”. Therefore, anyone or any sect that preaches “man becomes God” has gone to extremes and is unbelievable. 

4) Christians are the sons of God (Gal. 3:26). The divine life and nature of God (2Pet. 1:3-4) will sufficiently enable us to be sanctified (1John 5:18). There is no need of the high-sounding concept that “man becomes God”.

2Thess. 2:5 “Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things”


YLT: “Do ye not remember that, being yet with you, these things I said to you?”

Literal Meaning: it indicates that Paul had ever taught believers in the church in Thessalonica things of the Lord’s coming again before he was forced to leave Thessalonica. Now he merely mentions it again and helps them to have knowledge about it. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The apostle Paul taught believers in Thessalonica things about the Lord’s second coming, though they had believed the Lord less than one year and were still young in spirit. Therefore, the Lord’s second coming is greatly connected with the conversation of believers on the earth. 

2) Today, some of the Christians who have believed the Lord for many years have never heard the teaching of the Lord’s coming again. Though some have heard the truth, they are indifferent to the Lord’s coming. No wonder that they have neither testimony in life nor growth in spirit. 

2Thess. 2:6 “And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.”


YLT: “and now, what is keeping down ye have known, for his being revealed in his own time,”

Meaning of Words: “restrain”: hold down, keep (in memory), seize on, withhold; 

Literal Meaning: “and now you know”, “know”, they know … because of Paul’s teaching (see v.5). 

  “What is restraining”, it is restraining him from working his power according to his own will. Here it suggests that he has early begun to stir and yet has been restrained, so he will be poised for its revelation. 

  “That he may be revealed in his own time”, here it indicates that the purpose of “restraining” is not making him unable to reveal, but that he is unable to reveal until the set time; “time”: the time ordained by God to let him reveal; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To everything and everyone in the world, and even everything that everyone shall meet in his life, there is a season (Eccl. 3:1; 8:6). And they are of the will of God and are connected with God’s appointment. 

2) What is most important for Christians is to know the will of God and know how to work according to the time of God (John 7:6) and know that everything coming upon us is of the good will of God the Father (see Matt. 11:25-26; Rom. 8:28).

2Thess. 2:7 “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.”


YLT: “for the secret of the lawlessness doth already work, only he who is keeping down now -- till he may be out of the way,”


Literal Meaning: “for the mystery of lawlessness is already at work”, “lawlessness”: be not controlled or restrained by the law and ignore the law; “mystery”: it indicates that a kind of existing thing or truth is a mystery before it is revealed. Once it is exposed, it will be no longer a mystery. “At work”: work in secret;  

    The whole world lies in the wicked (1John 5:19). Everyone has lawless thought in his flesh. Most of the people are restrained by the external law and internal conscience (believers are more restrained by the indwelling Christ, or the law of Christ) so as not to act presumptuously. However, the lawless mind is at work. 

“He who now restrains”, what the difference between “what is restraining” and “he who restrains” is. Why does the apostle Paul use such vague expression? Or does he have scruples about it? The Bible expositors throughout the past generations have different views upon it, but satisfactory interpretations have still not been presented. Now the present interpretations can be classified into the following points:

1) Which refer to the Roman Empire and the Roman emperor; it seemed to be reasonable in the first century. However, there is no longer Roman emperor now. 

2) Which refer to the allegoric (Rev. 17:16-17) Roman Empire and the Roman emperors, namely, political and religious Babylon the great; “be taken out of the way”, it means that the great harlot is overturned by the beast (Rev. 17:16-17). 

3) Which refer to the regime of law and the law-executors; it means that the man of sin is restrained by the national politics and law and is unable to act presumptuously until he takes the power. However, the law-executor shall be in the plural, and yet here “he now who restrains” is in the singular.

4) Which refer to the evil power and Satan; “be taken out of the way”, it indicates the devil is cast out into the earth from the heaven (Rev. 12:7-12). And then the man of sin appears (Rev. 13:11-18).

5) Which refer to the ministry of the gospel and the church; the gospel shall be preached in the whole world and then shall come the end. “Be taken out of the way”, it indicates that the church is caught before the Tribulation and then the man of sin appears. However, in fact there are still believers (namely, the church) who are on the earth during the Tribulation (Rev. 14:12-16).

6) Which refer to the appointment in the council of God and the government of the Spirit over the world; “be taken out of the way”, it indicates that the Spirit does not keep it any more.

7) Which refer to the supernatural power given by God to control it and the designated angel who has received the power; “be taken out of the way”, it means cancelling the task of the angel; 

The complier thinks that it is better to regard “he who restrains” as the “element” of restraint set by God than to “personalize” him, e.g. God had commanded Satan not to hurt Job (see Job. 1:12; 2:6), so this commandment had restrained Satan from doing whatever it wants. 

“Until He is taken out of the way”, in order to fulfill this prophecy, God will remove the restraining elements until His set time. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the past generations, the works of resisting God were always going on and became increasingly fierce and obvious. The lawless thing has eroded every corner of the society and even the church.

2) Many times, “the mystery of lawlessness” is “working” in many people, but they hold still because of the restraint of the law and conscience. Sometimes, Satan puts the lawless thought into the mind of believers. At this time, we shall resist it with firm faith (see 2Cor. 10:4-5; 1Pet.5:8-9).

3) May the Lord keep back us from presumptuous (Ps. 19:13).

2Thess. 2:8 “And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.”

YLT: “and then shall be revealed the Lawless One, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the manifestation of his presence,” 

Meaning of Words: “breath”: spirit; “consume”: destroy; “destroy”: bring to nothing, abolish, become of no effect; 
Literal Meaning: “and then the lawless one will be revealed”, “the lawless”, it refers to the man of sin (see v.3); “be revealed”, it does not mean he does not exist previously and appears before the world suddenly, but that he exists before his revelation. However, men in the world do not know he is that man of sin. Until one day, when his true face is revealed, all is suddenly enlightened. 

“Whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth”, “the breath of His mouth”, the spirit or power in his word (see John 6:63; Luke 1:37), namely, “the sharp sword out of his mouth” prophesied in the Book of Revelation (Rev. 19:15, 21).

“And destroy with the brightness of His coming”, “brightness” it is used to describe the revelation of God; when the Lord Jesus first came to the earth, he had transiently appeared his brightness on the Mountain (Luke 9:32; 2Pet. 1:16-17). However, when he comes to the world again, he will manifest His glory (1John 3:2). Such brightness of His coming has surpassing power: 1) which is able to subdue all things to Himself (Phil. 3:21); 2) which is able to transform the body of believers (Phil. 3:21; 1John 3:2); 3) which is able to destroy the wicked one;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord’s word is greatly operative (Heb. 4:12). As long as there is a word of Him, the unclean spirit must be cast out (Matt. 8:16). And as long as there is a word of Him, man shall be healed (Matt. 8:8).

2) The word is the weapon for believers in war (Eph. 6:17). Therefore, let the word of Christ dwell in us richly in all wisdom (Col. 3:16 the original) for a rainy day.

3) Where there is the presence of the Lord, there is the brightness of the Lord (John 12:46). The more we enjoy the presence of the Lord, the more will we imbibe and reflect the Lord’s glory (2Cor. 3:18).

4) Though the power of darkness is rampant, it must fail eventually. Just as a Chinese saying goes like this: “From time immemorial, evil cannot conquer uprightness”. Christians cannot measure things by sight, but by the impending end. 

2Thess. 2:9 “The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders,”


YLT: “whose presence is according to the working of the Adversary, in all power, and signs, and lying wonders,”


Literal Meaning: “the coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan”, “working”: according to the original it is works with power; therefore, “the working of Satan”, it indicates that he acts according to the power given by Satan to him (see Rev. 13:11-15, see 1-5).

“With all power, signs, and lying wonders”, “power”, it refers to the special power manifested from his works, “signs”, it indicates that his works reveal uncommon marks, “wonders”, it means that his works are difficult to be understood (John 8:44). 

“Lying”, according to the original, it describes not only wonders but also power and signs. “Lying”, it does not mean what he has done is not true and just likes magic, but that the origin is not out of the true God, but out of vanity ---- Satan (John 8:44). Therefore, what he has done cannot bring true and profitable fruits to men. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Some of the power and signs and wonders are of God, and some of Satan. The problem is that Satan likes to be transformed into an angel of light (2Cor. 11:14) to deceive men that the power and signs and wonders are of God. Therefore, Christians should beware of not being deceived by those supernatural phenomena. 

2) The Charismatic Movement in Christianity draws many people by various power and signs and wonders. Some of them are false, but there even also many Christians who turn to follow them. What a worry such condition is. We do not know how many Christians will become apostates when the man of sin is revealed. 

3) The power and signs and wonders in the Scriptures are manifested naturally when they are needed. And it is not appealing men to visit the power and signs and wonders by trumpets or drums in the Scriptures. Therefore, if we draw the people by power and signs and wonders, no matter whether the purpose is right (e.g. the preachment of the gospel), there are still problems with the verity. 

2Thess. 2:10 “and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.”


YLT: “and in all deceitfulness of the unrighteousness in those perishing, because the love of the truth they did not receive for their being saved,”


Literal Meaning: “among those who perish”, “those who perish”: those who are not saved (see 1Cor. 1:18); the previous verse relates to what the man of sin has done, and this verse mentions what he has done through all those who do not believe;  

    “With all unrighteous deception”, “unrighteous”, it refers to all forms of sins ---- here it describes the nature and characteristics of all things they have done; “deception”, it describes the motivation and means of things they have done. 

“Because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved”, “they”: those who do not believe; this verse points out the reason why they are deceived by the man of sin and are not saved ---- they “refuse the love of truth”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is the only way for men to be saved of accepting the truth and receiving the truth of the gospel. God has already put the truth of salvation before men, so those who perish have only themselves to blame. 

2) If man does not love “reality”, he will seek “vanity” (see v.9) and be cheated by the power and signs and wonders worked by those who are lawless.

3) The Lord Himself is the truth (John 14:6). If man receives truth and loves truth, he has just received Him and loved Him and will thus have truthful righteousness and holiness (Eph. 4:21, 24). This is salvation. 

4) We believers are those who love the truth, so we shall detest the vain power, signs and wonders. If we still seek vanity with curiosity, it points that our love of the truth goes wrong. 

2Thess. 2:11 “And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie,”


YLT: “and because of this shall God send to them a working of delusion, for their believing the lie,”


Literal Meaning: “and for this reason God will send them strong delusion”, “therefore”, it is because that they refuse the truth (see v.10); “send them strong delusion”, it is the power that works in men to give them up to error (Judas v.11). This is not God’s active giving, but passive reaction. When men purposefully refuse the truth of God, God will give them up to the pursuit of vanity (see Rom. 1:24-28). 

“That they should believe the lie”, “lie”, it is not only all the lies but especially that lie of the man of sin who calls him God (see v.4) and all lying works (see v.9). If men do not believe the truth, they will turn to the lie. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All those who purposefully shut up the door of heart and refuse to receive the light of the truth (see v.10) will inevitably fall into error and sank more deeply into it. 

2) Once man’s heart is wrong, everything goes wrong. If one believes a wrong object, what he does not believe will also be wrong ---- for he believes the lie and does not believe the truth (v.12). And if one loves a wrong object, what he does not love will also be wrong ---- for he loves unrighteousness (v.12), and does not love the truth (v.10).

3) God reigns in the universe. When men are hardened to refuse the grace of God, they will inevitably be rewarded by the righteousness of God (see Rom. 2:4-5).

4) Generally, we hear men say: “I believe nothing”. Actually, it is not that he does not believe anything, but he does not believe the truth (see v.12), but the lie.

2Thess. 2:12 “that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”


YLT: “that they may be judged -- all who did not believe the truth, but were well pleased in the unrighteousness.”


Literal Meaning: “did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness”, “did not believe the truth” and “believe the lie” are opposite (see v.11). The belief of the lie is the unbelief in the truth. “Had pleasure in unrighteousness”, it is the result of the unbelief in the truth. If men regard lie as truth, they will naturally love unrighteousness. 

    “Be condemned”, “condemned”, it is “judgment” according to the original. Man’s wrong “judgment” upon things will be under God’s “judgment”. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers love kindness (1:11). He who does not love the truth loves righteousness. 

2) Man’s attitude towards the truth will decide what he shall reap ---- to those who receive the truth, the coming of Christ is the ultimate deliverance from sins (see v.13). Therefore, this is the experience of victory. However, to those who refuse the truth, the coming of Christ is judgment and condemnation and final perdition. 

2Thess. 2:13 “But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,”


YLT: “And we -- we ought to give thanks to God always for you, brethren, beloved by the Lord, that God did choose you from the beginning to salvation, in sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth,”


Literal Meaning: “brethren beloved by the Lord”, “the Lord” here refers to the Lord Jesus. Once we believers have received Him, we have received His love. 

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you”, “give thanks to God”, for He is the origin of salvation. It is God that created the redemption and chose men and then sent the Lord Jesus to fulfill the redemption.  

“Because God from the beginning chose you”, it indicates that God has chosen us before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4). 

“Belief in the truth”, “belief” it the condition of man’s receiving the salvation of God; God reveals the way of salvation to men through the truth of the gospel. Men can only be saved by the belief of the truth of the gospel (Eph. 1:3). 

“By the Spirit”, the inspiration of the Spirit makes us open our heart to receive the Savior and the accomplished salvation by Him. 

This verse mentions God, the Lord and the Spirit ---- the works of the holy Trinity ---- God is the origin of the salvation, and the Lord comes to accomplish the salvation and the Spirit accomplishes the salvation in us. 

“Through sanctification”, “sanctification”, it is through the working of the Spirit, which can be divided into three different phases and steps: 1) the Spirit works in man and brings demonstration of sin in man (John 16:8). This is the sanctification of man’s mind that he is willing to receive the Lord Jesus (1Pet. 1:2); 2) when the Spirit regenerates man, man is washed and sanctified and justified ---- this is the positional sanctification (1Cor. 6:11); 3) after the Spirit has reborn man, He will renew us continually (Titus 3:5) to sanctify us in conversation (see 1Thess. 4:7-8) ---- this is the sanctification in essence (or experience). 

“For salvation”, it does not say one can be saved only after he has been sanctified, but that salvation is the combination of the provision of the holy Trinity and man’s believing. Neither God’s provision without man’s believing nor man’s believing without God’s provision can make man saved. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The salvation of believers does not start in time, but from eternity, for God had chosen us in the beginning. 

2) The election of God shows His love to us. “From the beginning”, it also indicates that the love of God to us has never changed from the beginning. 

3) In order to save us, the working of the holy Trinity accomplishes the salvation in us. God cares about us so much and His will is utterly manifested here.

4) If there is only the will and works of God without man’s faith, it still avails nothing. Therefore, what is most important is to open one’s heart and receive all that God has done for us. This is the way of enjoying the blessing of God. 

5) The Spirit dwells and works always in believers in order to renew and transform us, thus sanctifying us. This work of sanctification needs our cooperation with and obedience to the Spirit so that we shall bear the fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 22-25).

6) We shall not be satisfied with “the salvation of the Spirit” and the deliverance from the hell only, but shall continue to seek “the salvation of soul” (1Pet. 1:9 the original) and “the salvation of body” (Rom. 8:23) until when our spirit and soul and body are preserved blameless (1Thess. 5:23).

2Thess. 2:14 “to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “to which He did call you through our good news, to the acquiring of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ;”


Literal Meaning: “to which He called you by our gospel”, “called”, it was the calling of believers obtained from God when they were saved; “to which”: to the degree that believers are sanctified (see v.13) in experience after they are saved.

    “For the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “glory”: the manifestation of God; “the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ”, it means that God has fully manifested in the Lord Jesus (1Tim. 3:16). “The obtaining of … the glory of the Lord”, it indicates that believers have been sanctified to a degree that they are able to manifest God like the Lord (see 1John 3:3). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God called us to let us be preserved blamelessly in spirit and soul and body, thus fulfilling the full salvation (see v.13) in us. Therefore, don’t think we have already obtained or are already perfected but pursue (see Phil. 3:12-15).

2) If believers desire to obtain the glory of the Lord in His second coming and enjoy the profits of the Lord’s glory, we have to turn to the Lord today and look on the glory of the Lord with unveiled face and are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory (2Cor. 3:16-18).

2Thess. 2:15 “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.”


YLT: “so, then, brethren, stand ye fast, and hold the deliverances that ye were taught, whether through word, whether through our letter;”

Meaning of Words: “traditions”: precept, ordinance;  
Literal Meaning: “therefore, brethren, stand fast”, “stand fast”, the tense indicates that it is a continual state; though believers in Thessalonica have stood fast in faith (1Thess. 3:8), they shall still keep the state until the Lord comes again.

  “The traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle”, in the early church time, since the New Testament had not been composed, the church lived the church life according to the teaching of the apostle (see Acts 2:42). That is to say, the church is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets (Eph. 2:20). And the teachings of the apostles were mainly delivered in oral and written form. Therefore, the “traditions” were the teachings of the apostles and the prophets. Afterwards, the New Testament was mainly composed of the epistles collected from the churches and the gospels written or dictated by the apostles 

  “Hold”: seize closely; 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Today, the revelation of God has been fully recorded in the Holy Bible. Believers need not to seek any other oral or dictated traditions outside of the Holy Bible (the Apocrypha and the Pseudepigraph).

2) What is most important is that Christians shall not teach as the doctrines the precepts of men, nor make void the commandment of God on account of your traditional teaching (Matt. 15:2-8).

2Thess. 2:16 “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace,”


YLT: “and may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and our God and Father, who did love us, and did give comfort age-during, and good hope in grace,”


Literal Meaning: “now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father”, it indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father work together on the things of comforting and strengthening believers (see v.17).

“Who has loved us and given us”, it suggests that all that God has done to believers is out of love and through grace. Love is the origin and grace is the way. 

“Everlasting consolation and good hope by grace”, “consolation” is the motivating power, and “hope” is the drawing power. Both of them provide strength to believers to run the race that lies before us. 

“Everlasting consolation” shows that it is not the transient, but continual and everlasting power; “and good hope”, it is not vain illusion, but glorious hope that can be seen (see Heb. 11:13) and appreciated and truly seized (see Col. 1:27).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The help that men can afford us is always short and imperfect. Only the Lord and God the Father that love us can provide us unceasing and everlasting and good help.

2) All the experienced Christians know that only consolation and hope can mostly strengthen us and help us to overcome afflictions in difficult conditions (see 2Cor. 1:3-7; 4:16-18).

2Thess. 2:17 “comfort your hearts and establish you in every good word and work.”


YLT: “comfort your hearts, and establish you in every good word and work.”

Literal Meaning: “comfort your hearts”, “comfort”: encourage, strengthen; Paul prays for the believers in Thessalonica to be internally strengthened.  

“And establish you in every good word and work”, the purpose of Paul’s prayer is that there will be effect in both work and word. Work and word are two important parts of the testimony of Christian’s life (Titus 2:6-8), through which the faith of truth shall be manifested vividly.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The good word and work” of Christians may not be praised by men, but caused hostile slander of men. Such frustration may easily make believers discouraged. Only the consolation and encouragement will revive us and stand firm unto the end.

2) Today, many Christians emphasize the defense of the truth, but ignore the living manifestation of the truth in life. Actually, the best way of defending the truth is to put the truth into practice. 

3) Concerning our bearing witness to the truth, our “work” should be consonant with our “word”. “Good word” shall be accompanied with “good work” (1John 3:18). And our “good work” shall be supplemented with “good word” so that it is perfect. 

4) The good word and work of Christians should not be sought occasionally, but shall be established firmly and done persistently. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Know that Man of Sin ---- the Lawless One 

A. His nature (v.3-4):

1. The falling away ---- the apostasy;

2. The man of sin ---- lawlessness;

3. Oppose the Lord ---- resist God;

4. Show himself that he is God ---- exalt himself;

B. His danger (v.5) ---- since he relates to the church crucially, the church should previously teach the things of him;

C. His revelation (v.3, 6-8a):

1. Be revealed before the Day of the Lord;

2. He shall be revealed until the fixed time because of the restraint;

3. Though he is not manifested, the mystery of lawlessness is already at work.

4. He will be revealed until the one who restrains is taken out of the way.

D. His end ---- perdition (v.3, 8b):

1. Be consumed by the breath of the Lord’s mouth;

2. Be destroyed by the brightness of the Lord’s coming;

E. His works(v.9-10):

1. According to the working of Satan;

2. With all power, signs;

3. With lying wonders;

4. With all unrighteous deception;

F. His followers (v.10-12):

1. They shall perish;

2. They not receive the love of the truth;

3. They believe the lie ---- not believe the truth;

4. They have pleasure in unrighteousness;

5. They are condemned;

The Comparisons Worthy of Observation

A. The coming of the Lord Jesus (v.1, 8) ---- the revelation of the man of sin (v.3, 6, 8);

B. The Day of the Lord (v.2) ---- the time when the man of sin is revealed (v.6-8);

C. Spirit or word or letter as if from the apostles (v.2) ---- the traditions which the apostles taught, whether by word or our epistle (v.15);

D. Be shaken in mind or troubled (v.2) ---- stand fast, hold and establish (v.15, 17);

E. The falling away (v.3) ---- hold the traditions (v.15);

F. Call himself God (v.4) ---- be consumed by the breath of the Lord’s mouth (v.8);

G. Be destroyed by the brightness (v.8) ---- the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (v.14);

H. According to the working of Satan (v.9) ---- by the Spirit (v.13);

I. With all unrighteous deception (v.10) ---- every good word and work (v.17);

J. Do not receive the love of the truth, not believe the truth (v.10, 12) ---- belief in the truth (v.13);

K. Perish, be condemned (v.10, 12) ---- salvation, the obtaining of the glory (v.13, 14);

L. Believe the lie (v.11) ---- belief in the truth (v.13);

M. Strong delusion (v.11) ---- by the Spirit (v.13);

N. Have pleasure in unrighteousness (v.12) ---- sanctification (v.13);

Know the Salvation of God

A. The origin of the salvation ---- the work of the holy Trinity (v.13-14):

1. The love of the Lord;

2. The election and calling of God;

3. The inspiration of the Spirit;

B. The steps of the salvation:

1. Through the preachment of the gospel (v.14a);

2. Through the unbelief in the truth (v.13b)

C. The fulfillment of the salvation ---- (v.13-14):

1. Salvation;

2. Sanctification;

3. The obtaining of the glory of our Lord
D. The persistence of the salvation ---- (v.15):

1. Stand fast; 
2. Hold the traditions
E. The provision of the salvation ---- (v.16-17):

1. The joint provision of the Lord and God the Father

2. Because of the love and grace of God;

3. Obtain the eternal consolation of God;

4. Obtain the good hope;

5. The establishment in every good word and work;

2 Thessalonians Chapter Three                             

I. Content of the Chapter 

The Supplementary Words

A. Pray for one another (v.1-5):

1. Believers shall pray for the Lord’s servants (v.1-2);

2. The Lord’s workers shall pray to the Lord for believers (v.3-5);

B. Walk orderly (v.6-12):

1. Withdraw from those who walk disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received (v.6);

2. Follow the examples of the workers who walk orderly (v.7-9);

3. The content of the teachings of walking orderly (v.10-13);

4. The treatment of those who do not walk according to the tradition (v.14-15);

C. Greeting and blessing (v.16-18):

1. May the Lord give you peace and be with you (v.16);

2. The salutation of Paul with his own hand and make sure the sign (v.17);

3. May the grace of the Lord be with all believers (v.18);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

2Thess. 3:1 “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you,”


YLT: “As to the rest, pray ye, brethren, concerning us, that the word of the Lord may run and may be glorified, as also with you,”

Meaning of Words: “word”: utterance, speech; “run swiftly”: run or walk hastily, have course; 

Literal Meaning: “finally, brethren”, “finally”, it indicates that the main part has finished and added some supplementary words (see 2Cor. 13:11; Eph. 6:10; 1Thess.4:1)

  “Pray for us”, “pray” the tense unveils that prayer is demanded unceasingly. Paul often asks others to pray for him in his epistles (see Eph. 6:19; Col. 4:3; 1Thess.5:25), for he deeply feels it necessary. He always preaches the word by God, so he not only prays of himself but also asks other believers to pray. 

  “That the word of the Lord may run swiftly”, this is the first purpose of prayer. “Run swiftly”, it is spread swiftly without any hindrance. The whole verse indicates that the word of the Lord has power and works itself swiftly to fulfill the will of God (see Ps. 147:15; 19:4-5).

  “Be glorified”, it has two sorts of meaning: 1) the spreading of the Lord’s word manifests the power of victory. 2) When the word of the Lord has entered into those who have believed and received it, their daily life will be transformed and thus good testimony will be presented. 

  “Just as it is with you”, when Paul preached the word in the Thessalonica, the word was rather efficacious (see 2Thess. 2:13). Therefore, Paul at this time hopes to receive the same good effect in Corinth and even other places in future. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who believes God not only always prays for himself but also often asks others to pray for him.

2) Prayer of believers for one another is the manifestation of the solicitude and fellowship and oneness in spirit. Besides, it is also the necessary attitude of a normal Christian.

3) What Paul cares for is not whether he himself is safe or has received profit, but whether the gospel of God will be preached widely.

4) The servant of God may be bound, but the word of God has not been bound (2Tim. 2:9).

5) The word of God is living and operative (Heb. 4:12) and can grow and multiply (Acts. 12:24), which fosters the effect of the gospel (Acts. 6:7).

6) The word of the Lord is spirit and life (John 6:63). And the effect of the word will be manifested in those who have received it and make others see what the Lord’s word has fulfilled from the change of the receivers and thus confess the Lord and praise His word (see Acts 13:48).

7) Today, many works in the Christianity are promoted by men’s counsel, not the word of God, for many servants of God rely on their own counsel rather than the word of God so that the word they preach on the platform has been gradually replaced with recreational programs. 

2Thess. 3:2 “and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have faith.”


YLT: “and that we may be delivered from the unreasonable and evil men, for the faith not of all;”

Meaning of Words: “unreasonable”: out of place, harm, amiss, improper; “wicked”: hurtful, grievous, bad; 

Literal Meaning: “be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men”, this is the second purpose that Paul asks the Thessalonians to pray for him. “Unreasonable”, out of place; “wicked”, it is not only being passively involved in evil things but also positively doing evil. “Unreasonable and wicked men”, since there is the definite article in the original, the men refer to some certain characters who oppose Paul particularly and restrain him from preaching (see Acts 17:13; 18:12). 

  “For not all have faith”, some Bible expositors think here “faith” is not the faith of being saved, but the faith of being preserved (see v.3) by the Lord. However, it is not reasonable: 1) it is impossible that Paul and his fellow workers ask believers in Thessalonica to pray for them for the sake of their lack of faith toward the Lord’s preservation. 2) “Faith”, in the original there is the definite article before “faith”, which refers to the specific faith toward particular men or things. 3) The word “for” indicates that it is related to the previous word. Therefore, the faith in this verse indicates that prayers are needed for the sake of the preachment of the gospel as well as the opposition and persecution of the unreasonable and wicked men.  

 No matter prayers are needed for the sake of the preachment of the gospel or the unreasonable and wicked men, the faith here is supposed to be the faith of being saved, namely, the true faith of the gospel that Paul preaches (see 2:13). Not everyone who hears Paul’s preachment receives it with joy (see Acts.18:6), so he needs prayers of believers in Thessalonica for the works of the gospel (see v.1). No wonder that there are men who oppose the works of the gospel. Therefore, they need prayers. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No wonder that we may encounter unreasonable and wicked men and are hated and persecuted and assailed by them unreasonably when we preach the gospel. Therefore, prayers are quiet needed before preachment (see Acts 6:4). 

2) Believers are supposed to walk “on the right position”. Otherwise, it is “out of place” in the sight of God.

3) Men have become “unreasonable and wicked men”, for they do not believe the truth and yet have pleasure in unrighteousness (see 2:10-12) so as to be used by the devil ---- “the wicked one” (see v.3).

4) Just as God uses many faithful servants to preach His word, Satan also uses many unreasonable and wicked men to resist the word of God. And even many Christians have unconsciously been used by Satan to hinder the wide preachment of God’s word. 

2Thess. 3:3 “But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.”


YLT: “and stedfast is the Lord, who shall establish you, and shall guard from the evil;”


Literal Meaning: “but the Lord is faithful”, “faithful” and “faith” (see v.2) in the original share the same etymon. Here it seems that Paul makes the faithfulness of the Lord in sharp contrast with men’s lack of faith. “The Lord is faithful”, which means that he will fulfill His will in those who are of Him and not give them up halfway in their failure (see 1Cor. 1:9; 10:13)

“Who will establish you”, the Lord “establishes” believers through eternal consolation and good hope (see 2:16-17).

“And guard you from the evil one”, “the evil one”, it refers to both men and things according to the original, namely, “the evil one” and “the evil”. The former is Satan (see Matt. 6:13; 1John 5:19), and the latter refers to the persecutions and temptations from Satan (see 1:4; 2:15). “Guard … from the evil …”, it does not mean that we will never experience persecutions or temptations, but we are enabled to stand in persecutions and temptations (see 1:4; 2:15). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The unbelief of men (see v.2) can not make void of God’s faithfulness (Rom. 3:3). If we dare to commit ourselves totally to Him, He will keep us for that day (2Tim. 1:12). 

2) The way of being delivered from the evil one for believers is to be established by the Lord rather than escape in fear.

3) The whole world lies in the wicked one (1John 5:19). However, believers must be guarded from the evil one by the Lord who loves us (John 13:1). Since the Lord is faithful, He has loved his own who are in the world and loves them unto the end (John 13:1). 

4) In the face of the wicked one, we cannot believer ourselves but are enabled to believe that God will help believers.

5) Jehovah who looks upon and keeps us is faithful. And He neither slumbers nor sleeps (Ps. 121:14). Therefore, we shall rest without any fear. 

2Thess. 3:4 “And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, both that you do and will do the things we command you.”


YLT: “and we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that the things that we command you ye both do and will do;”


Literal Meaning: “we have confidence in the Lord”, Paul have confidence concerning believers because of the confidence in the Lord. 

“Both that you do the things we command you”, “command” in the original means “the military command conveyed by the superior officers”. “The things we command”: teachings in the epistles of Paul (see 1Thess. 4:2-4, 9-12; 5:11-22; 2Thess. 2:2, 15; 3:6, 10, 12-15). 

“And will do”, the teachings of the truth shall not be kept transiently, but continually. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God preaches the teachings of the truth by His servants to make us understand them as well as do them (see Matt. 7:24-27).

2) Perseverance is demanded when believers keep the word of God (Acts 2:42; Col. 1:23). The halfway keeping of God’s word is nothing before God. 

2Thess. 3:5 “Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the patience of Christ.”


YLT: “and the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God, and to the endurance of the Christ.”

Meaning of Words: “direct”: straighten fully, guide; “love”: the divine love, the perfect love, the absolute love; “patience”: endurance, constancy; 

Literal Meaning: “may the Lord direct your hearts”, “direct” in the original carries the meaning of removing the obstacles in the way. “Heart” includes (intellect), emotion and will, namely, the whole of the soul. However, here the mind the major object of being directed: man may firstly have right mind and then obtain right emotion ---- love and then right will ---- patience. 

“Into the love of God”, this is one of the result of the Lord’s direction of us. “Love”, it does not refer to man’s imperfect and conditional love, but the perfect and selfless love. Only believers are enabled to obtain and enter into such love (see 1John 4:7). 

“And into the patience of Christ”, it refers to the attitude of the Lord Jesus when He is faced with the insults of sinners and the afflictions of the cross. Man has no such patience. Only if we live in Christ and are united with Him into one, can we experience the patience of Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Not that we loved God, but that He loved us (1John 4:10). We love because He has first loved us (1John 4:19). 

2) The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). The Lord directs us by the Spirit (Rom. 8:14) and bears the fruit of love in us (Gal. 5:18, 22).

3) The way of overcoming the evil men and tribulations is to love God and learn the patience of Christ ---- be motivated by the love of God and imitate the patience of the Lord Jesus in heart. 

4) When our hearts have entered into the love of God, we shall respond to Him with love. When our hearts are immersed in the patience of Christ, we will obtain such patience of Christ. 

5) Positively, we love God for we have enjoyed the love of God, keeping the word of God in our life (see v.4). Passively, we have part in the patience of Christ for we have experienced the patience of Christ, keeping the word of the Lord in tribulations (see 2:15). 

6) If we truly love the Lord and love men, we will be enabled to suffer the humiliations and tribulations because of the gospel. 

2Thess. 3:6 “But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.”


YLT: “And we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to withdraw yourselves from every brother disorderly walking, and not after the deliverance that ye received from us,”


Literal Meaning: “but we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”: in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, namely, by the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ; “command”, it in the original refers to the military command that men cannot but obey. 

“Every brother who walks disorderly”, “disorderly”: it means disordering the procession and not keeping the command or order and getting away in the original. Here, it means ignoring the responsibility in daily life and being unwilling to work and becoming interfering busybodies (see v.11-12). Some believers in the church in Thessalonica think they have to betake them more into the spiritual service in the church (actually it is not spiritual) instead of laboring for eating like those who are in the world since the Day of the Lord has come (see 2:2). It is walking disorderly in the sight of Paul. 

“And not according to the tradition which he received from us”, “the tradition which he received from us”, in general, it refers to the oral and written teachings of the apostles (see 2:15). And in a narrow sense, it means that we shall possess our vessels in sanctification and honor (not commit fornication) and work with our own hands (see 1Thess. 4:1-12). Here Paul emphasizes the latter one, especially the teaching of “working with one’s own hands” (see v.8-12). 

“That you withdraw from”, (see v.14-15), “withdraw from”: furl the sails and withdraw backwards; Here it does not mean giving up him or regarding him as enemy, but having no associations with him or not accompanying him, making him ashamed (see v.14-15) and keeping oneself from the bad influence of walking disorderly. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one is unwilling to work with his own hands but relies on the help of the church or brethren under the guise of serving the Lord, and yet has not served the Lord well with his whole heart, such a man is the one who walks disorderly. 

2) As the proverb goes, He that lies down with dogs must rise up with fleas. To those whose conduct is evil, we’d better “withdraw from” them unless we are strong and keep the attitude of sharing Christ with them. Otherwise, we may be evilly influenced and have part in his sins. 

2Thess. 3:7 “For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you;”


YLT: “for yourselves have known how it behoveth to imitate us, because we did not act disorderly among you;”


Literal Meaning: “for you yourselves know how you ought to follow us”, once believers in Thessalonica had received the true faith, they had known they had to follow the apostles’ examples (see 1Thess. 1:6).

“For we were not disorderly among you”, Paul indicates that they are not those who can say and yet not do (Matt. 23:3). They set themselves as an example for believers to imitate. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To the teachings of the Lord’s servants that are worthy of the Scriptures, we shall keep them. However, to those who can say and yet not do, we shall not imitate their works (Matt. 23:2-3).

2) If a preacher wants to be respected by believers, the best way is to give heed to him and to the teaching. If he continues in them, he will be able to subdue the hearts of those who hear him (1Tim. 4:16). 

2Thess. 3:8 “nor did we eat anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you,”


YLT: “nor for nought did we eat bread of any one, but in labour and in travail, night and day working, not to be chargeable to any of you;”


Literal Meaning: “nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of charge”, “eat…bread”, it is a Hebrew expression, which refers “making a living” (see Gen. 3:19; Amos. 7:12). “Eat anyone's bread free of charge”, it means that one has no genuine occupation but desires to enjoy the fruit of others. Note that Paul does not say that he refuses the help of believers in money, but that he never takes advantage of others and eats without working (see 1Thess. 2:9). 

“But worked with labor and toil night and day”, “labor”: weariness because of labor; “toil”: the lack of rest; Paul had once or twice received the provision of the church in Philippi when he preached in Thessalonica. However, it was still adequate for the need, so he had to work with his own hands to keep his life (see 1Thess. 2:9).  

“That we might not be a burden to any of you”, since believers in Thessalonica at that time had not believed the Lord long, Paul would rather let not him become a financial burden to believers in Thessalonica than let the ministry of the preachment be interrupted (see 1Thess. 2:6, 9; 1Cor. 9:18). 

2Thess. 3:9 “not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.”


YLT: “not because we have not authority, but that ourselves a pattern we might give to you, to imitate us;”


Literal Meaning: “not because we do not have authority”, “authority”: the right of eating and making a living by the preachment of the gospel (see 1Cor. 9:4-15). In other words, all those who labor in spiritual things, they have right to receive material things that keep their living (see 1Tim. 5:17-19). 

“But to make ourselves an example”, he who has right and yet does not use the right has set him an example, and such example will seem to be more persuasive. 

“Of how you should follow us”: follow the spirit of Paul who prefers to give up the right of living for the purpose of preaching the gospel (see v.7-8; 1Thess. 2:9); 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord gives the preachers authority and right for more efficacious works, not for their enjoyment. Therefore, the faithful preachers will put their authority and right aside if necessary.

2) For the glory of God and the profit of man, one is willing to give up his sound right ---- this is the characteristic of the way of the cross of Christ. All those who follow the Lord in this path shall cling to such a principle. 

3) Examples excel in thousands of teachings. Not only the preachers shall observe whether they have live a good example, but also shall we believers also pay attention to the deeds of the preachers more than their words (see Heb. 13:7).

2Thess. 3:10 “For even when we were with you, we commanded you this If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.”


YLT: “for even when we were with you, this we did command you, that if any one is not willing to work, neither let him eat,”


Literal Meaning: “for even when we were with you, we commanded you this”, “command”: oral teachings; concerning this problem, Paul not only teaches them orally but also teaches them with written epistles (see 1Thess. 4:11-12).  
“If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.” “Will not”: it is not “cannot”, but that one is physically capable and yet is mentally unwilling. “Neither shall he eat”: it is imperative. It is more serious than “not working and not eating” of the heretics. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians shall not become men who are idle with no works.

2) According to the teaching of the Scriptures here, to those who are able to work and yet unwilling to work and live in reliance on social welfare system, we need not to be excessively kind to help them. 

3) Indeed Christians are supposed to love one another, but the love of Christians shall be of principle ---- neither connive at sins nor encourage idleness, otherwise the love will become overindulgence, wrong and foolish love

2Thess. 3:11 “For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies.”


YLT: “for we hear of certain walking among you disorderly, nothing working, but over working,”


Literal Meaning: “for we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner”, possibly, the number of believers in the church in Thessalonica who are unwilling to earn their own living becomes increasingly abundant and the situations become ever more serious. Therefore, it arouses Paul’s special attention. 

“Not working at all, but are busybodies”, it is a pun on a sentence in the original, which means “being busy with things of all men except for oneself”, or “intermeddling with all things and yet being idle to fulfill one’s duty”. 

It is worse than “idleness”. Idleness only exerts bad influence on oneself and his family members. However, “busybodies” will be interfering and unprofitable to all. Generally, those who do not work will be idle, thus “going about from house to house, and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things not becoming” (1Tim. 5:13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Those who are idle without working will bring damaging outcome to the church and the society. The more those who do not work in a group, the more will the problems there be.  

2) It is in no wise a normal phenomenon that one is an interfering meddler but ignores his own affairs, or one intermeddles with all things of others but fails to manage his own things. The more one thinks himself spiritual, the more will he make such mistakes.

3) Only the idle one has the spare time to intermeddle with others. If the church forbids interfering things, the idle ones should be removed ---- by exhortation (see v.12) or “withdraw from…” (see v.6).

4) If a believer has not been truly called by God to let him give up his worldly career to serve the Lord, it is better for him to serve the Lord while working, lest he should not bring positive influence but negative destruction.

5) Today, in the church, there are many so-called workers of the Lord are “voluntary” workers that are not called by God. Finally, they cannot solve many problems in the church, but create many problems.  

2Thess. 3:12 “Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread.”


YLT: “and such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness working, their own bread they may eat;”


Literal Meaning: “now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ”, “through our Lord Jesus Christ”, it means that his commands and exhortations are from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“That they work in quietness”, “quietness”: it is not utter silence, but working more and speaking less, namely, being content with one’s own lot. 

“And eat their own bread”, it is opposite to “eating anyone's bread free of charge” (see v.8). Since one is willing to work with his own hand, he lacks nothing (see 1Thess. 4:11-12). Therefore, he is self-sufficient without any reliance on others. 
2Thess. 3:13 “But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.”


YLT: “and ye, brethren, may ye not be weary doing well,”


Literal Meaning: “doing good”: keep the teachings and commands of the apostles (see v.4) and all good word and work (see 2:17) and things that are true, honorable, just, pure, amiable and of good report (Phil. 4:8), namely, keep the good thing (see 2Tim. 1:14). 

“Grow weary”: be disappointed (Luke 18:1) or faint (2Cor. 4:1; Eph. 3:13). No matter ignorance or shuffling off of responsibility, or taking up the minor issue to evade the major one, or sluggishness, or procrastination, or perfunctoriness, it is the expression of wearisome. 

“Do not grow weary in doing good”, possibly, those who walk disorderly have made believers who are zealous in doing good disappointed, so they need encouragement. Paul here means that the motivation of Christians’ good works is not the result, but the origin ---- the “good” God (see Matt. 19:17)


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter in what line of business, if Christians do it for the Lord and the church, it is good and noble and valuable. 

2) The life of Christians is progressive and is a war (see 1Cor. 9:24-27). Besides, it is unceasingly ongoing and struggling (see Phil. 3:12-14) until the end of the days on the earth. Therefore, we shall never be weary, but run with endurance the race that lies before us (Heb. 12:1). 

3) Good works or service of the Lord may often be misunderstood, which tends to hinder men because of wearisome. However, the motivation of Christians’ good works and service is not pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts (1Thess.2:4; Matt.6:1-4). If we have clearly known the judgment of the Lord upon our works, we will not become weary because of misunderstanding of others. 

4) If a Christian does good out of himself, not according to the principle of good works, the good works will not benefit the objects but make himself weary and suffer loss.

2Thess. 3:14 “And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.”


YLT: “and if any one do not obey our word through the letter, this one note ye, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed,”

Meaning of Words: “keep company with”: mix up, keep company with, associate with;

Literal Meaning: “and if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle”, “anyone”: there is always someone…; it seems that Paul foresees that someone will obstinately refuse to listen to his exhortations; “our word in this epistle”, especially the teaching of walking disorderly (see v.6-12).

“Note that person and do not keep company with him”, “note that”, it means giving particular attention in the original; “keep company with”: mix up together; Here, the person should “be noted” so that he shall become a special one; “not keep company with him”: temporary alienation (see v.6), which makes him feel that he is no longer a member of the church.

“That he may be ashamed”, “ashamed”: not be respected; therefore, he gets a sense of crisis that whether he is of the church so that he will give heed to this situation and find he is thus treated because of his improper conversation. Thus, he will repent and turn over a new leaf (see 2Cor. 7:9-10).
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To those who have made mistakes, exhortation and teaching shall be firstly given. If they do not hear it, the church shall take necessary disciplinary actions. 

2) The purpose of the church’s dealing with a brother who has made mistake is not chastening him, but recovering him and gaining him (see Matt. 18:15) so as to restore the normal life of fellowship in the church.

3) When the church bears witness to the Lord in the world, she has to give attention to both “righteousness” and “love”. If either is biased, the Lord will be misunderstood and misrepresented. 

2Thess. 3:15 “Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”


YLT: “and as an enemy count not, but admonish ye as a brother;”


Literal Meaning: “yet do not count him as an enemy”, it means not being hostile to him. The faults of believer in conversation do not change his status ---- even though a brother has made a mistake, he is still a brother. 

“But admonish him as a brother”: exhort in love; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The disciplinary actions in the church should not be excessively severe, but be still full of brotherly love. 

2) The principles of believers’ treating with one another is not recompensing to men evil for evil, but overcoming evil with good (Rom. 12:17, 21). Even though a brother has made a mistake, he is still a brother. At most, let him be as one of the nations (Matt, 18:17), not enemy. 

3) Today, in the Christianity, those who have different views on truth tend to be hostile to one another, and even wickeder than to sinners. However, the brothers they are hostile to may have the same view on the fundamental truth (e.g. the only God, the deity of Jesus Christ, the truth of redemption etc.), and have different points of view toward knowledge irrelevant to the great will of God. Such treatment with one another is indeed not the supposed condition of true believers. 

2Thess. 3:16 “Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with you all.”


YLT: “and may the Lord of the peace Himself give to you the peace always in every way; the Lord with you all!”


Literal Meaning: “now may the Lord of peace Himself”, “peace” refers to the quietness and rest in heart ---- not be disturbed and waved in a disordered condition. Such peace is “the peace of the Lord”. Only the Lord Himself has such peace. And only through His gift, we will obtain such peace. Therefore, He is “the Lord of peace”. 

“Give you peace always in every way”, “always in every way”: such word has not been used in other epistles; it means in all time and in all things; especially when we are faced with disturbing situation, namely, when we have the need of…;

“The Lord be with you all”, the Lord Himself is the answer of all problems ---- where there is His presence, there is peace. Where there is His presence, it is paradise. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord of peace will give the peace we need according to the rhythm of the storms and waves so that we will be above them.

2) Though we do not know the way lying before us tomorrow, we know we can enjoy the presence and visitation of the Lord in the path that we tread on everyday. 

2Thess. 3:17 “The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write.”


YLT: “The salutation by the hand of me, Paul, which is a sign in every letter; thus I write;”


Literal Meaning: “the salutation of Paul with my own hand”, generally the epistle of Paul was dictated by him and written by others (see Rom. 16:22), and Paul wrote his name at the end and added some words (see 1Cor. 16:21; Col. 4:18; Philem. 19). Though this epistle mentions three names at the outset (see 1:1), it is actually dictated by Paul and gone over and agreed by the other two brothers.

“Which is a sign in every epistle; so I write”, since the epistles of Paul are dictated by him and written by others, in order to guard against the false epistles under the guise of Paul’s name (see 2:2), Paul gives the salutation in the epistle with his own hands so that believers will easily distinguish authenticity

2Thess. 3:18 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”


YLT: “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ with you all! Amen.”


Literal Meaning: “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”, it is the enjoyment of the Lord Jesus, for grace is none other than Christ himself who has become the enjoyment of men instead of some material blessing. 

“Be with you all. Amen.” “With”, it indicates both sides are living persons. Therefore, “the grace of the Lord Jesus” is that believers have enjoyed the Lord Jesus Himself to a degree that He is with us fully and richly. Such presence will become the source of our strength in our daily life so that we are enabled to stand firmly in spite of the assault of the evil one and keep the teaching of all truth to embrace the Lord’s coming again. 

Note that “you all” refer to all the brothers and sisters in the church, including those who walk disorderly. All of them are the objects of Paul’s blessing. Therefore, his reproof aims at things rather than men. Though he rebukes their conversation severely, he still cares about them and gives them blessing. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Reasons Why Prayers for One Another Are Needed

A. That the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified (v.1);

B. That the Lord’s workers may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men (v.2a);

C. For not all have faith (v.2b);

Things that the Faithful Lord Will Do on Believers

A. To establish us (v.3b);

B. To guard you from the evil one (v.3c);

C. That we do and will do teachings of the truth (v.4);

D. To direct our hearts (v.5):

1. The love of God;

2. The patience of Christ;

How to Keep the Order in the Church?

A. Teachings in the Scriptures (v.6);

B. Examples of the Lord’s workers (v.7-10);

C. Exhortations and encouragements of the saints (v.11-15);

D. Grace and strength in the Lord’s presence (v.16-18);

Men That Are Unwilling to Work

A. They do not walk disorderly (v. 6, 7, 11);

B. They do not keep the teachings of the apostles (v.6b, 14a);

C. They eat the bread of others free of charge (v.8a);

D. They become a burden to others (v.8b);

E. They do not work at all (v.11b);

F. They are busybodies (v.11c);

How to Deal With Those Who Walk Disorderly?

A. Withdraw from him (v.6b);

B. Command and exhort them through the Lord to work in quietness and eat their own bread (v.12);

C. Note that person and do not keep company with him that he may be ashamed (v.14b);

D. Do not count him as an enemy (v.15);

The Good in Christ

A. The Lord Himself gives us peace (v.16a);

B. The Lord Himself is with us (v.16b);

C. The intimate care and special fellowship of the Lord’s workers (v.17);

D. The Lord’s grace is with us (v.18);

General Outlines of the First and Second Epistles to the Thessalonians                             

Paragraph the Two Books According to the Sorts of the Word 

1. The word of praise (1Thess. 1; 2Thess. 1); 

2. The word of explanation (1Thess. 2-3; 2Thess. 2);

3. The word of exhortation (1Thess. 4-5; 2Thess. 3);
Paragraph the Two Books According to Faith and Love and Hope

1. The work of faith (1Thess. 1); 

2. The labor of love (1Thess. 2:1-4:12);

3. The patience of hope (1Thess. 4:13-2Thess.3:18):

a. Concerning the relation of the Lord’s coming with the rapture (1Thess. 4:1-5:28);

b. Concerning the relation of the Lord’s coming with believers (2Thess. 1);

c. Concerning the teaching of the Lord’s coming (2Thess. 2);

d. Concerning believers’ life of waiting for the Lord (2Thess. 3);

The Relation of Christ’s Second Coming Again with Believers

1. The second coming of Christ is what believers are hoping and waiting for (1Thess. 1-10);

2. That believers are able to stand firm is the joy of preachers when Christ comes again (1Thess. 2:1-3:10);

3. The second coming of Christ makes believers love one another and lead a holy life (1Thess. 3:11-4:12);

4. The second coming of Christ is the savior of believers who have fallen asleep and are alive (1Thess. 4:13-18);

5. The second coming of Christ is the theme of believers’ exhortations and blessings (1Thess. 5:1-24);

6. The second coming of Christ is believers’ comfort in tribulations (2Thess. 1:12);

7. The second coming of Christ makes believers stand firm in truth (2Thess. 2:1-17);

8. The second coming of Christ makes believers walk orderly (2Thess. 3:1-18);

Faith, love and Hope

1. General theme (1Thess. 1:3);

2. The work of faith (1Thess. 1:4-10);

a. The basis of work of faith (1Thess. 1:4-5a);

b. The testimony of work of faith (1Thess. 1:5b-8);

c. The goal of work of faith (1Thess. 1:9-10);

3. The labor of love (1Thess. 2:1- 4:12);

a. Conflict and faithfulness (1Thess. 2:1-6);

b. The bowel of the patents (1Thess. 2:7-12);

c. Exhortations and comforts of love (1Thess. 2:13-20);

d. Care of love (1Thess. 3:1-5);

e. Good news of love(1Thess. 3:6-13);

f. Exhortations of love (1Thess. 4:1-12);

4. The patience of hope (1Thess. 4:13- 2Thess. 3:18);

a. The second coming of the Lord and the rapture of believers (1Thess. 4:13-18);

b. The second coming of the Lord and the preparation of believers (1Thess. 5:1-11);

c. The second coming of the Lord and believers’ being glorified (2Thess. 1:1-12);

d. The second coming of the Lord and believers’ clinging to the teachings of the truth (2Thess. 2:1-17);

e. The second coming of the Lord and believers’ walking orderly (2Thess. 3:1-18);

The Faith of the Thessalonians 

1. The work of faith (1Thess. 1:3);

2. The faith toward God has gone out in every place (1Thess. 1:8);

3. Be established in faith because of the consolations of God’s ministers (1Thess. 3:2);

4. The apostle cares for the condition of their faith (1Thess. 3:5);

5. Report the good news of faith (1Thess. 3:6);

6. Their faith has comforted those who are in tribulations and afflictions (1Thess. 3:7);

7. Perfect what is lacking in your faith (1Thess. 3:10);

8. Put on the breastplate of faith and love (1Thess. 5:8);

9. Paul gives thanks for their exceeding growth of faith (2Thess. 1:3);

10. Paul boasts of them for their faith in all persecutions and tribulations (2Thess. 1:4);

11. May God fulfill the work of faith with power (2Thess. 1:11);

12. The faithful Lord will make them stand firm and established in the faith of the truth (2Thess. 2:13-14; 3:3);

The Relation of the Holy Spirit with Us

1. The Holy Spirit helps us to preach the gospel (1Thess. 1:5);

2. The Holy Spirit gives us joy in tribulations (1Thess. 1:6);

3. The Holy Spirit helps us to be sanctified (1Thess. 4:7-8);

4. The Holy Spirit moves us (1Thess. 5:19);

5. The Holy Spirit helps us in sanctification (2Thess. 2:13);

How Paul Preaches the Word

1. The reliance of his preachment ---- words, power, Spirit, faith and example (1Thess. 1:5-6);

2. The content of his preachment:

a. The gospel (1Thess. 1:5; 2:2);

b. The word of God (1Thess. 2:13);

c. The truth (1Thess. 2:13 the original);

3. The forms of his preachment:

a. Speak (1Thess. 2:2 the original, 4);

b. Preach (1Thess. 2:9 the original);

c. Exhort, comfort, charge (1Thess. 2:11);

d. Told (1Thess. 3:4 the original); 

e. Prophesy (1Thess. 4:11);

f. Admonish (1Thess. 5:12);

g. Teach (2Thess. 2:14);

4. The way of his preachment ---- oral preachment and written episles (2Thess. 2:15);

The Nature and Effect of the Lord’s Word

1. Which is able to save men (1Thess. 1:6);

2. Which is able to sound forth (1Thess. 1:8);

3. Which is the word of the Lord and the word of God (1Thess. 1:8; 2:13);

4. Which is able to work in those who believe the Lord (1Thess. 2:13);

5. Which is able to run swiftly (2Thess. 3:1);

Believers and Afflictions

1. The afflictions of believers are appointed (1Thess. 3:3-4);

2. The sources of the afflictions of believers:

a. The wicked one (2Thess. 3:3);

b. By men’s hands (1Thess. 2:14-15; 2Thess. 3:2);

3. How to deal with the afflictions:

a. Through the joy given by the Spirit (1Thess. 1:6);

b. Be established in faith and not be shaken by afflictions (1Thess. 3:2-3);

c. Patience and faith (2Thess. 1:4);

d. Prayer (2Thess. 3:1-3);

4. The results of the afflictions for believers:

a. Be counted worthy of the kingdom of God (1Thess. 1:5);

b. Obtain peace and comfort (2Thess. 1:7; 2:16-17);

c. Be glorified (2Thess. 1:10, 12);

The Conditions that the Local Church Shall Have

1. It is where the testimonies and examples in life are manifested (1Thess. 1:6-8; 2:10; 2Thess. 3:7-9);

2. Which is the center of the gospel of God (1Thess. 1:8);

3. It is where babies are nursed spiritually  (1Thess. 2:7-8);

4. It is where the children of God are trained (1Thess. 2:11-12);

5. It is where the people of God’s kingdom are cultivated (1Thess. 2:12; 2Thess.1:5);

6. It is the mark that the enemies of God assail (1Thess. 2:14-15; 3:5; 2Thess.3:3);

7. It is a family in which love abounds (1Thess. 3:12; 4:9; 2Thess.1:3);

8. It is where the divine discipline is performed (1Thess. 4:6);

9. It is a school in which our characters are practiced and fostered (1Thess. 4:9-13; 2Thess.3:5);

10. It is a military camp for spiritual warriors (1Thess. 5:8);

11. It is a hospital in which those who are weak in spirit are healed (1Thess. 5:14);

12. It is where the truth is tested (1Thess. 5:20-21);

13. It is where prayers for one another are presented (1Thess. 5:25; 2Thess.3:1);

14. It is where those who have made mistakes are corrected (2Thess. 3:14-15);

The Relation of Christ’s Second Coming with Believers

1. Which is connected with the ultimate salvation of believers (1Thess. 1:10);

2. Which is connected with the reward for serving believers (1Thess. 2:19);

3. Which is connected with the establishment of believers in heart (1Thess. 3:13);
4. Which is connected with the removal of believers’ sorrow (1Thess. 4:13-14);
5. Which is connected with the sanctification of believers’ spirit, soul and body (1Thess. 5:23-24);
6. Which is connected with the Lord’s being glorified among believers (2Thess. 1:10);
7. Which is connected with believers’ gathering to the Lord (2Thess. 2:1);
The Process of Faith

1. The beginning of faith ---- the servants of God give thanks for it (1Thess. 2:13);

2. The ultimate of faith ---- the servants of God hope it (1Thess. 2:19);

3. The proof of faith ---- the servants of God worry about it (1Thess. 3:2, 6);

4. The lacking in faith ---- the servants of God pray for it (1Thess. 3:10);
5. The increase of faith ---- the servants of God boast of it (2Thess. 1:3-4);
The Assaults of Satan
1. Through external damages ---- assail believers’ bodies (1Thess. 2:14-15; 3:3);

2. Through internal temptations ---- assail believers’ hearts (1Thess. 3:5);

3. Through the hindrance of workers ---- hinder the truth of faith ---- assail the spirits of believers (1Thess. 2:18);

4. Through all unrighteous deception ---- make men not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2Thess. 2:10, 12);

5. Through unreasonable wickedness ---- make men lose faith and grow weary (2Thess. 3:2-3, 13);

Appendix One

The Second Coming of Christ                             

Christ Will Come Again. 

There are two significant prophecies in the Scriptures. The first is the coming of Christ upon the earth, and the other is the second coming of Christ. Scriptures concerning the former one have already all fulfilled respectively. Therefore, all the scriptures about the latter one will also be fulfilled.  

Misconceptions about the Second Coming of Christ  

There were many Christians in the past generations who had misunderstood the second coming of Christ:

1. Christ has come to believers through the fulfillment of the promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit (see John 14:16; 16:7; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4).

2. Christ has gathered Christians unto Him through their physical death to fulfill the promise of His second coming (see Phil. 1:23).

3. Christ will come to the world again through the fulfillment of the promise of the destruction of Jerusalem (see Matt. 24:15-19).

4. Christ will come to the world again through the wide-spread of the gospel and the repentance of sinners, namely, the Christianization of the whole world (see Matt. 24:14; 28:20).

Significances of the Second Coming of Christ 
    There are five words in the Scriptures that describe the second coming of Christ. However, they are not clear in English and can be distinguished according to the numbers of the original:

1. Descend (katabaino): which refers to His descending from the heaven (1Thess. 4:16);

2. Coming/presence (parousia): which refers to His coming to us (1Thess. 5:23);

3. Revelation (apokalupsis): which refers to His manifestation without any concealment (2Thess. 1:7);

4. Manifestation (epiphaneia): which refers to His glorious manifestation (2Thess. 2:8);

5. Come (erchomai): which refers to His coming (Acts. 1:11);

Purposes of the Second Coming of Christ

Christ shall come to fulfill things as below:

1. Fulfill the perfect salvation of Christ:

a. Deliver believers from afflictions (2Thess. 1:7; Heb. 9:28);

b. Transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory (Phil. 3:20-21; Col. 3:4; 2Thess. 1:10; Rom. 8:23; 1Cor. 15:51-52; 1John 3:2);

c. Make the spirit and soul and body of believers wholly sanctified (1Thess. 5:23); 

2. Fulfill the promise to His elect:

a. Deliver the Israel from the Tribulation (Zech. 14:1-5; Matt. 24:16-22);

b. All Israel shall be saved (Rom: 11:26; Zech. 10:1; 12:10; 13:1);

c. Restore the kingdom of Israel (Acts 1:6; 15:16; Luke 1:32-33); 

3. Deal with the chaos of the whole world:

a. Execute judgment, punish evil and preach good (Matt. 25:31-46; Joel 3:1-2, 9-13; Zech. 14:2-5, 12-13; Rev. 14:17-20; 19:11-21).

b. Deal with the devil and resolve the evil source (Rev. 20:2-3);

c. Establish His kingdom on the earth (Rev. 11:15; Zech. 14:9); 

Time of the Second Coming of Christ 

There are also men that like to figure out and predict the date of His coming. However, the revelation of the Scriptures is:

1. The Lord’s coming is the end of the world (Matt. 24:3-14);

2. No one is able to predict the date of the Lord’s second coming (Matt. 24:36, 42; 25:13);

Types for the Second Coming of Christ

    No one is able to predict when the Lord comes. However, it is also openly told us that:

1. When the branch of the fig-tree becomes tender and produces leaves ---- the restoration of Israel (Matt. 24:32-33);

2. The gospel shall be preached in the whole habitable earth, and the fullness of the nations shall be come in (Matt. 24:14; Rom. 11:25-26);

3. War, famines and earthquakes grow increasingly heavy (Matt. 24:7-8);

4. The condition of man’s loving the world becomes more and more severe and lawlessness and sins are also seriously increasing (2Tim. 3:1-5; James 5:3; Matt. 24:12);

5. There will be apostasy (2Thess. 2:3; Matt. 24:10-11, 23-26; 1Tim. 4:1; 2Tim. 4:3-4);

6. The faith of believers increases and love grows cold (Luke 18:8; Matt. 24:12);

7. The man of sin shall be revealed (2Thess. 2:3; Matt. 24:15);

Two Phrases of the Second Coming of Christ

    The situations of the Lord’s second coming in the scriptures are different and seemingly paradoxical, including time, places, manners of revelation etc. Therefore, it is inferred that the Lord’s coming shall be fulfilled in a certain period containing two phrases: 

1. Time (at least three years and a half):

a. The first is the hidden coming that on one is able to predict (Matt. 43-44; Rev. 3:3; 16:15; 1Thess. 5:2);

b. The second is the public revelation, which can be calculated according to the Tribulation caused by the man of sin (2Thess. 2:3, 8; Rev. 13:5);

2. Location:

a. Firstly, from the heaven to the clouds in the air (1Thess. 4:16-17);

b. Then, from the air to the earth (Zech. 14:4);

3. Manner:

a. As the thief by night (1Thess. 5:2; 2Pet. 3:10);

b. He comes with the clouds and every eye shall see Him (Matt. 24:27, 30; 2Thess. 1:7; Acts 1:11; Rev. 1:7);

Attitudes and Preparations that Believers Shall Have Towards the Second Coming of Christ

    God is righteous. He will not ignore the condition of believers after being saved. It is not as what many Christians think now that all Christians will automatically be with the Lord for ever as long as Christ comes. No matter how we spend our days on the earth after we are saved, or the condition of the growth of our spiritual life, or how we serve and build it the church, we shall give account to the Lord, which concerns whether we shall reign with the Lord (Rev. 20:4, 6; 2Tim. 2:12), and the Lord’s reward to everyone as his work shall be (Matt. 16:27; Rev. 22:12), and the trial for the building of everyone (1Cor. 3:13-15). Therefore, Christians shall have right views upon, attitudes toward and preparations for the Lord’s coming:

1. Serve a living and true God and wait for the coming of the Lord (1Thess. 1:10) ---- the purpose of Christians’ life is waiting for and greeting the Lord;

2. Walk worthily of God and stand firm when the Lord comes again (1Thess. 2:12, 19);

3. Faith and love increase and abound. And the hearts are confirmed in holiness and blamelessness when the Lord comes (1Thess. 3:10, 12-13);

4. Believers shall abstain from fornication and love one another and work with one’s own hands so as to be caught up when the Lord comes (1Thess. 4:3, 9, 11, 17);

5. Believers shall watch and be sober and seek good so as to be preserved blameless when the Lord comes (1Thess. 5:6, 15, 23);

6. Believers shall keep endurance and faith in tribulations so as to be glorified when the Lord comes (2Thess. 1:4, 10, 12);

7. Believers shall cling to the teachings of the truth and stand firm and obtain the glory of the Lord when He comes (2Thess. 2:14-15);

8. Believers shall purify themselves and desire the appearing of the Lord (1John 3:3; 2Tim. 4:8; Rev. 22:20);

Appendix Two

The Rapture of Believers
Believers Shall Be Caught Up When Christ Comes Again. 

It is clearly recorded in the Scriptures that when the Lord Jesus comes again all believers of the Lord, no matter who have fallen asleep or those who live on the earth, shall be caught up to see the Lord (1Thess. 4:16-17). It is a blessed hope for believers. And such hope makes us endure the life on the earth (1Thess. 1:3; 2Thess. 1:4-10). Therefore, we shall have right knowledge about the rapture of believers so as to obtain right attitude of life and right result. 

Three Different Kinds of Views upon the Rapture of Believers 

    It is generally admitted that believers shall be caught up when the Lord comes again. However, concerning the specific time of the rapture, there are four different views: 1) Pre-tribulation Rapture; 2) Mid-tribulation Rapture; 3) Post-tribulation Rapture; 4) Partial Rapture. Since both “Mid-tribulation Rapture” and “Post-tribulation Rapture” confess that believers will experience the Tribulation, both of them can be regarded as the same one. Therefore, it will be generally divided into three kinds of views, and each of them is upheld by many famous spiritual giants respectively. 

1. Pre-tribulation Rapture: J.N. Darby, C.I. Scofield, D.L. Moody, R.A. Torrey, William Kelly, J.H. Brookes, J.M. Fray, J.A. Seiss etc.

2. Post-tribulation Rapture: George Mueller, R.W. Newton, A.J. Gordon, A.B. Simpson, Dr. Erdman, Prof. Moorhead, H.W. Frost etc. 

3. Partial Rapture: Hudson Taylor, R.C. Chapman, Robert Govett, D.M. Panton, G.H. Pember, Austin Sparks, Watchman Nee etc. 

Seeing from the above-mentioned names, all of them are of great attainments in Biblical research. Therefore, we need not choose according to the reputation of anyone or traditional views. 

Faults of the Pre-tribulation Rapture  

Traditionally, the majority of Christians believe Pre-tribulation Rapture. It is right that “some” believers will be caught before the Tribulation. However, it is rather arbitrary to claim that “all” believers will be caught up before the Tribulation, for many scriptures are contradictory to such view. Now here is an attempt to point out the improper points therein:
1. The Lord Jesus has clearly mentioned “one is taken and the other is left” when he comes (Matt. 24:40-41). But the supporters of this school say that: 1) here the prophecy aims at the Jews, not Christians; 2) if it is applied on Christians, it will be the false believers that are left.

2. The Lord only promises to the church in Philadelphia that “I will keep thee out of the hour of trial which is about to come upon the habitable world to try them that dwell upon the earth” (Rev. 3:10). It is regarded as the promise to all the churches in this school, thinking that all believers shall be caught up before the Tribulation. Are the warnings to other churches spoken vainly? Or are all of them false believers? (Rev. 2:22; 3:3. 19-20). 

3. The evil bondman (Matt. 24:48-51) and the foolish virgin (Matt. 25:3, 11-13) and the servant who had received one talent (Matt. 25:24-30) that the Lord Jesus has mentioned are all explained as false believers, as if the Lord who calls them “servants” and “virgins” is deceived by them. 

4. It is promised in the Scriptures that Christians are delivered from the coming wrath (1Thess. 1:10), for God has not set us for wrath (1Thess. 5:9). And the wrath here is interpreted in this school as the Tribulation (2Thess. 1:6-10). In fact, the reasonable explanation shall be the deliverance from the wrath and penalty the unbelievers shall suffer.

5. It is said in this school that there is no mention of the church any more after the third chapter in the Book of Revelation and therefore the whole believers have already been caught up unto the heaven. However, in the Book of Revelation, it is clearly mentioned those who are clothed with white robes and have washed their robes and come of the great tribulation (Rev. 7:13-14) as well as those saints who keep the faith of Jesus in the Tribulation (Rev. 14:12). Are they all believers who have just repented and been saved in Tribulations? Are these believers not a part of the church?

6. It is explained in this school that the twenty-four elders the Book of Revelation (Rev. 4:4, 10) are the representative of the whole church. And the Tribulation starts after chapter six, so the whole believers will not suffer the Tribulation. However, if the twenty-four elders really represent the whole church, there will cause many doubts: 1) it is the angels that were firstly created in the universe, not believers. How can Christians become elders above the angels? 2) Why does it not mention that the white garments the elders are clothed with are washed by the blood of the lamb (Rev. 4:4; see 7:14)? 3) The elders take the golden bowls full of incense (Rev. 5:8). Why does the church not pray of herself but bring the prayers to God for others? 4) The apostle John says “my lord” to one elder (Rev. 7:14). In the church of the New Testament, who is greater? John? Or the elder? 5) Why is the song that the elders sing not the song of redemption, but the song of creation (Rev. 4:11)? As far as the song of redemption in chapter five is concerned, it is sung for others (Rev. 5:9-10; it is “them” not “us”).  

7. They believe that it is the Jews instead of the Gentiles that will suffer the impending Tribulations (Jer. 30:6-7; Dan. 12:1) according to the Book of Jeremiah and the Book of Daniel. If it is so, why does it also mention “the trial which is about to come upon the whole habitable world”? Therefore, it goes against the principle that “it is again written” (Matt. 4:7).

8. The Tribulation will not start until the man of sin appears. If the one who hinders is not removed, the man of sin will not be revealed (2Thess. 2:3, 7-8). It is said in this school that the one who restrains is the church and the Spirit who works in the church. Therefore, the man of sin will not reveal and the Tribulation will not come until the church is caught up and the Spirit leaves. If it is so, there will be no preachment of the gospel or the inspiration of the Spirit. Why does it say that some of them are saved in the Tribulation? Those who are of this school also mention that the Spirit is removed temporarily in order to support their views. 

9. “The day of the Lord comes as a thief by night” (1Thess. 5:2). It is believed that it is the sudden disaster comes to those who do not believe (1Thess. 5:2-4). However, to believers, the coming of the Lord is the hope worthy of mutual comfort (1Thess. 4:18) and is the day of brightness. We need not expect it in fear. If it is do, why are we believers exhorted to “watch and be sober” (1Thess. 5:6)? Believers will always be caught up, and at least they will not receive the reward and not reign with the Lord.

10. Some cases of the rapture in the Old Testament are mentioned in this school. All of them typify the Pre-tribulation Rapture of the church, e.g. Enoch represented the rapture of the church before the flood sent by God. The house of Noah represented the remnant of the Jews would be kept after the Tribulation. Lot was saved before the fire sent by God to destroy Sodom. And Elijah was caught up to the heaven before the punishment of Ethbaal. All of these cases indicate that the church needs not to experience the tribulation of the world. However, in these cases: 1) the house of Enoch is more suited to typify the whole members of the church, and the ark typifies the redemption of Christ; 2) Lot is only a righteous man of failure. How can he typify the whole church? 3) Elijah is more proper to typify the overcomers, for there were also seven thousand men at that time who had not bowed knee to Baal (Rom. 11:3-5). 

Faults of the Post-tribulation Rapture

Possibly, it is not wrong that “some” Christians or even the “majority” of the Christians will be caught up after the Tribulation. However, it sounds farfetched that “all” Christians will be caught up after the Tribulation. Here, the faults therein are presented:

1. “I will keep you out of the hour of trial which is about to come upon the whole habitable world to try them that dwell upon the earth” (Rev. 3:10). It is held in this school that the word “keep” here is “reservation”, not “deliverance from…”. If it is so, the Lord Jesus also uses the same word to pray for those who are of Him: “that you should keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15). And here, it will be thus explained as “may you reserve them in the power of darkness”. However, such view is contradictory with the verse “He has delivered us from the power of darkness” (Col. 1:13). Therefore, there are obvious flaws of such pedantic interpretation.

2. They quote the verses “through many tribulations, we must enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22) and “tribulation works patience” (Rom. 5:3) to support that all believers should go through the Tribulation. However, those many tribulations do not refer to the Tribulation, but all the troubles and afflictions that every man shall experience throughout his life. 

3. According to the record of the Book of Acts, it is believed in this school that the Lord will be in the heaven until “the restoration of all things” (Acts 3:21). That is to say, He shall come to build the kingdom of Christ on the earth (Rev. 11:15) after the Tribulation and before the kingdom of one thousand years. To this proof, those who support the “Pre-tribulation Rapture” believe that it is spoken to the Jews (Acts 3:24-25) and is concerned with the establishment of the kingdom of Messiah when the Lord comes upon the earth (Is. 11:6-9; 65:18-25), which has nothing to do with Christians. Both of them are partly reasonable and half right for the sake of the different views upon the second coming of Christ. No matter to Christians or to the Jews, the second coming of Christ is once, but is divided into two phases (please refer to “Appendix One”): He comes to the clouds in the air secretly to take those who overcome (Pre-tribulation Rapture). And then He comes to the earth publicly to take the majority of believers (Post-tribulation Rapture). 

4. It is believed in this school according to the Book of Psalms (Ps. 110:1) that Christ will not leave the throne at the right hand of God the Father until His enemies are annulled. That is to say, Christ will not come from the heaven to the earth until the Tribulation ceases. If it is right, only when Satan is bound and cast into the lake of fire after the kingdom of one thousand years can Christ come upon the earth. Obviously, such quotation of the Scriptures for the purpose of proving one’s own viewpoints only brings contradictions. 

5. Many Scriptures are quoted in this school to prove the hope of Christians is the glorious revelation of Christ, namely, the reigning of Christ in His second coming. At that time, we believers will obtain the blessings we hope for (1Cor. 1:7-8; 1Tim. 6:14-16; 2Tim. 4:8; Titus 2:13; 1Pet. 1:7, 13; 4:13). Moreover, they also infer that Christ will reveal after the Tribulation, so believers will also be caught up to receive the blessings of hope after the Tribulation. Thus, the second coming of Christ, the rapture of believers and believers’ obtaining the blessings of hope will happen at the same time, dismissing the Pre-tribulation Rapture. Actually, the blessings of hope that believers will obtain are a series of hopes at different times, including the blessing of being delivered from the Tribulation, the blessing of being transfigured, the blessing of reigning with the Lord for one thousand years, the blessing of being delivered from the second death, the blessing of taking part in the feast of the marriage of the Lamb, the blessing of eternity etc. This is the trouble that they even equate one general verse with another verse presumptuous. Such inference is rather dangerous and insignificant. In addition, there is an important principle of the interpretation of the Bible. We have to interpret one scripture and research the truth according to the integral and sound views of the whole Scriptures, not the literal meaning (the same meaning as the phrase “own particular interpretation” 2Pet. 1:20) of the scriptures. 

6. It is also inferred in this school according to the parable of wheat and darnel (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43) in the Gospel of Matthew that the will of God is the true believers and false believers exist together until the completion of the age. That is to say, the Lord will ripe and divide them after the Tribulation. However, it is only able to prove that the believers who are alive will experience the Tribulation, but unable to deny that the overcomers will be caught up before the Tribulation. Those who support the “Pre-tribulation Rapture” believe that this parable is related to the kingdom of the heavens, not the church. Actually, the kingdom of the heavens and the church are two sides of one body. The teachings of both of them. If they must be differentiated clearly, most of the teachings in the Gospels will be improper to be applied on Christians. 

7. The description in the First Epistle to the Thessalonians is also quoted: when believers are caught up “with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God” (1Thess. 4:16-17). Therefore, it is inferred that believers are caught up in public, not secretly. The supporters of the “Pre-tribulation Rapture” quote the verse in the First Epistle to the Corinthians that believers are caught up “in an instant, in twinkling of an eye” (1Cor. 15:52). The moment when men in the world have realized what has happened, believers’ rapture has already become history. Therefore, it is still secret. Both the schools of Pre-tribulation Rapture and Post-tribulation Rapture have made the same mistake of catching one certain verse to prove their respective views and failing to give a sound explanation. In fact, some believers are caught up secretly and some are in public. The First Epistle to the Thessalonians refers to the public rapture, and the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians refers to the secret rapture. 

8. If all believers who still live (the whole assembly) shall be caught up after the Tribulation, the biblical teachings of watching and being sober will turn meaningless, for what we wait for is the Tribulation, not blessings, and what we rely on is not the Lord, but the antichrist. And it is not late to wait for the Lord even at the end of the three years and a half of the Tribulation. Likewise, if the whole church is caught up before the Tribulation according to the views of the Pre-tribulation Rapture, why should we watch and be sober since believers’ spiritual condition of preparation has nothing to do with the rapture. Let us eat and drink, for no matter Pre-tribulation Rapture or Post-tribulation Rapture, believers are treated with without distinction. Why should we be nervous vainly? This is the wrong view upon the rapture, which brings wrong attitudes to common believers. 

The Evenhanded View ---- Partial Rapture

    Since the whole church shall neither be caught up before the Tribulation nor after the Tribulation, the relatively just and fair view is supposed to be the Partial Rapture, which gives reasonable and sound accounts according to the Scriptures. That is to say, reasonable explanations for different scriptures are presented in this school, and are corresponding to the purpose of the warnings and exhortations concerning the second coming of Christ and the rapture in the Bible. Here the general outlines of “the Partial Rapture” are presented as below:

1. Before the Tribulation, those who overcome among the living believers will firstly be caught up (Matt. 24:39-41; Rev. 12:5; 14:1-5).

2. During the Tribulation, those who have become mature in succession, and who overcome and who die for the faith among the living believers will then be caught up (Rev. 7:9-14).

3. At the end of the Tribulation, the Lord reveals in public and all the living believers are mature and thus caught up (Rev. 14:14-16; 1Thess. 4:16-17; 1Cor. 15:51-52).

Pre-tribulation Rapture

    According to the Scriptures, there is indeed the rapture before the Tribulation, but it is only some believers, not the whole church. The main points of the Pre-tribulation Rapture are listed as follows:

1. The time of rapture: before the Tribulation ---- “keep you out of the hour of trial, which is about to the come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth” (Rev. 3:10).

2. Those who are caught up:

a. Believers who watch and are ready ---- “watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy of escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36); “watch … be ready” (Matt. 24:40-44; Luke 12:35-40); “watch and be sober” (1Thess. 5:1-6).

b. Believers who stand firm and keep the truth of faith ---- “keep the word of the Lord’s patience” (Rev. 3:10); “he that overcomes and keeps the Lord’s works unto the end” (Rev. 2:26-27); “to obtaining of glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so … stand firm and hold fast the instructions which you have been taught…” (2Thess. 2:14-15).

c. Believers who are strong and holy ---- “and she brought forth a male son, who shall shepherd all nations with a rod of iron. And her child was caught up to God and to His throne” (Rev. 12:5); “and in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God” (Rev. 14:5).

d. Believers who desire and wait for the Lord ---- “love his appearing” (2Tim. 4:7-8); “await the Lord Jesus Christ from the heavens” (Phil. 3:13-14, 20).

3. The conditions of the rapture:

a. “Know not” (Matt. 24:39), “in that hour that you think not” (Matt. 24:44);

b. When believers work, or live or rest ---- “in the field … grind in the mill” (Matt. 24:40-41); “in bed” (Luke 17:34-35);

4. Where believers are caught up: “the mount Zion in the heavens” (Rev. 14:1), namely, “the throne of God” (Rev. 12:5), “stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36). 

Mid-tribulation and Post-tribulation Rapture

According to the Scriptures, there are indeed many believers that will be caught up after the Tribulation, but not the whole church. The main points of the Post-tribulation Rapture are presented as below:
1. The time of rapture:

a. “At the last trumpet” (see 1Cor. 15:52; 1Thess. 4:16); namely, when the seventh trumpet is sounded at the end of the Tribulation (Rev. 8:2; 10:7; 11:14-18);

b. “The man of sin has been revealed, the son of perdition” (2Thess. 2:1-4), namely, at the end of the Tribulation;

2. Those who are caught:

a. Those who are of God ---- “the dead in Christ shall rise first, then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together” (1Thess. 4:16-17; 1Cor. 15:51-52);

b. Those who are of God ---- “the harvest of the earth is dried… was reaped” (Rev. 14:14-16);

c. Those who bear witness to the Lord in the Tribulation ---- “who come out of the great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14); “two prophets (witnesses)…went up to the heaven in the cloud ” (Rev. 11:12, see 3-4); “those who keep the commandments of God and hole the testimony of Jesus” (Rev. 12:17; 14:12); “those who had gained the victory over the beast, and over its image, and over the number of its name, standing upon the glass sea” (Rev. 15:2); (note that they may be partially caught up during the Tribulation)

3. The conditions of the rapture:

a. Those who have fallen asleep shall firstly be raised up and then caught up (1Thess. 4:16);

b. Those who are alive may be dried by the Tribulation, namely, their life has become mature (Rev. 14:15); 

4. Where believers are caught up: in the clouds in the air ---- “be caught up in the cloud to meet the Lord in the air” (1Thess. 4:17; see Rev. 14:14).

Appendix Three

The Judgment at the End of Times                             

There Are at Least Eight Kinds of Different Judgment in the Scriptures.
Many sorts of judgment are mentioned in the Scriptures, at least the following eight ones: 1) the judgment of God in this age (Gen. 6:13; 19:24-25 etc.); 2) the judgment of God upon death on Jesus who (Matt. 27:46); 3) the chastening of God’s judgment upon believers (Heb. 12:10; 1Cor. 11:31-32); 4) the judgment of the church upon believers who have sinned (1Cor. 5:12-13); 5) the judgment of believers upon the world and the fallen angels in the future (1Cor. 6:2-3; Matt. 19:28); 6) the judgment before the judgment-seat of Christ (2Cor. 5:10); 7) the judgment before the glorious throne of Christ (Matt. 25:31-32); 8) the judgment before great white throne (Rev. 20:11-12). The last three ones are judgments that God shall execute step by step at the end of times. And believers shall have clear knowledge about them.  
The Judgment before the Judgment-seat of Christ

Many believers who parrot others’ words without understanding believe that believers will immediately enter into the heaven to enjoy eternal rest and joy without experiencing any judgment of God. Such view goes against the scriptures and the righteous works of God. Though believers are justified and have obtained the eternal life, they shall still give account to God concerning their walking after being saved. This is the reason for the judgment before the judgment-seat of Christ:

1) The timing of this judgment: in the second coming of Christ ---- “until the Lord come, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and shall make manifest the counsels of hearts” (1Cor. 4:5); “the lord of those bondmen comes and reckons with them” (Matt. 25:19); “in that day” (2Tim. 4:8); “the day” (1Cor. 3:13); “in the resurrection of the just” (Luke 14:14; see 1Thess. 4:16);

2) The location of this judgment: in the air ---- “be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” (1Thess. 4:17); 

3) The judge: the Lord Jesus Christ ---- “the Lord, the righteous Judge” (2Tim. 4:8; 1Cor. 4:4);

4) The object of this judgment: believers ---- “for the time of having the judgment must being at the house of God” (1Pet. 4:17); “we all” (2Cor. 5:10); “each of us” (Rom. 14:12). 

5) The basis of this judgment: the deeds and works of everyone ---- “each may receive the things done in his body, according to that he has done, whether it be good or bad” (2Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12; Matt. 16:27); “the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is” (1Cor. 3:13);

6) The result of this judgment: be rewarded or suffer loss ---- “whether good or evil” (2Cor. 5:10); “reward…render” (Rev. 22:12); “receive a reward…suffer loss” (1Cor. 3:14-15). Though the position of the believers who are chastened ---- they are saved ---- has not been changed, they have to suffer loss for a period. The Scriptures has not given the detailed description of the loss, but only mentions it as through fire (1Cor. 3:15). Definitely, it must be painful and make men “weep and gnash the teeth” (Matt. 24:51; 25:30).

The Judgment before the Glorious Throne of Christ

The object of this judgment is all the nations who are alive on the earth when Christ comes again:

1. The timing of this judgment: in the second coming of Christ ---- “when the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him” (Matt. 25:31);

2. The location of this judgment: the place where Christ comes upon ---- “he shall sit down upon his throne of his glory” (Matt. 25:31-32; see Jer. 3:17);

3. The judge: the Lord Jesus ---- “the Son of man” (Matt. 25:31); “man (Christ) whom he (God) has appointed” (Acts 17:31); “Jesus Christ who is about to judge…” (2Tim. 4:1);

4. The object of this judgment: the nations who are alive at that time ---- “all the nations” (Matt. 25:32); “the habitable earth” (Acts 17:31); “living” (2Tim. 4:1; Acts 10:42);

5. The basis of this judgment: treat one of the least of brothers (believers and the elect of God) in the Lord well or evil ---- “whether it is done to one of the least of the brothers” (Matt. 25:40, 45);

6. The result of this judgment: separate the sheep from the goats, namely, separate the righteous from the cursed ---- “the righteous into life eternal” (Matt. 25:46), namely, “to inherit the kingdom prepared for you (the righteous) from world’s foundation” (Matt. 25:34); “Go from me, cursed, into eternal fire, prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41), namely, “go away into eternal punishment” (Matt. 25:46);

The Judgment before the Great White Throne

    This is the last judgment of God:
1. The timing of this judgment: after the kingdom of one thousand years before the new heaven and new earth ---- “till the thousand years had been completed” (Rev. 20:5);

2. The location of this judgment: before the throne ---- “a great white throne …. Stand before the throne” (Rev. 20:11-12); at that time “the earth and the heaven fled, and place was not found for them” (Rev. 20:11). Therefore, we can not make sure where the throne is. 

3. The judge: “he that sat on it (the great white throne)” (Rev. 20:11) ---- if it is not God Himself, it will be the Lord Jesus Himself (see John 5:22, 27);

4. The object of this judgment: the dead who did not live again in the first resurrection ---- “the rest of the dead did not live till the thousand years had been completed” (Rev. 20:5); “the dead, great and small, standing before the throne” (Rev. 20:12);

5. The basis of this judgment: according to their works ---- “were judged out of the things written in the books according to their works” (Rev. 20:12); “they were judged each according to their works” (Rev. 20:13);

6. The result of this judgment: perish or not perish ---- “and if any one was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15);

What we pay attention to is the end of our family members who have not chance to hear the gospel before death and those who die young when they are unable to discern between their right hand and their left hand (see Jon. 4:11). Since it is not mentioned in the scriptures, we cannot know it clearly. However, there is one thing that we are sure ---- since our God is a merciful and righteous God, He will give remedy to them. e.g. it is written in the First Epistle of Peter, “in which also going he preached to the spirits in prison” (1Pet. 3:19). We are ignorant of the real condition. We do also not know whether the gospel will be preached to the spirits in hell before the great white throne. Let we commit it to God. All that he has done will never be wrong. 
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