《Commentary on the Epistle to Hebrews》

Introduction to the Epistle
I. Writer

Since the name of the writer has never been mentioned in the whole book, it has become an unsolved mystery in the past two thousand years. As opinion vary among the Bible expositors, no unanimous conclusion can be drawn. Here is an attempt to sum up both the positive and negative aspects of the main arguments of each assumption, respect consult for the reader. 

1. The assumption of Paul:

a. The positive argument: 

1) This assumption stems from the writing of the godfather Clement of Alexandria. The churches in the east always believed that this epistle was written by Paul. As for the churches in the west, they received such view until the fourth century because Jerome and Augustinus had held this view. The most famous supporters of this view in modern times include Scofield and Darby etc.

2) There is indeed the vocabulary and tone of Paul, e.g. “the just shall live by faith” (10:38), which is the word that Paul likes to quote (Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11); and the fathers, the promises, the law and the covenants etc. mentioned in this book correspond to what Paul has mentioned in the Epistle to the Romans (9:4-5).  

3) The content of this epistle is quiet similar with that of the Epistle to the Galatians. And the teaching conforms to that in Paul’s other epistles and to Paul’ heavy burden to the Jews. 

4) “Know that our brother Timothy has been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly”(13:23), which shows that the writer of this epistle is an intimate elder fellow worker of Timothy  (see 1Tim. 1:2; 2Tim. 1:2).

5) The writer of this epistle asks believers to pray for him (13:18-19), and Paul is the only apostle among the all writers of the New Testament who asks believers to pray for him (Rom. 15:30-32; Eph. 6:19-20; Col. 4:3; 1Thess. 5:25; Philem. 22).

6) The greeting and blessing at the end of this epistle(13:24-25)  are similar to the end of Paul’s other epistles (Rom. 15:33-16:24; 1Cor. 16:19-24; 2Cor. 13:13-14; Gal. 6:18; Eph. 6:23-24; Phil. 4:21-23; Col. 4:10-18; 1Thess. 5:26-28; 2Thess. 3:16-18).

7) The expressions like “we speak” (2:5), “we are saying” (8:1) indicate that the writer represents a group of fellow workers. And such condition only appears in the epistles of Paul.

8) The external evidence is that it is marked “the Epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Hebrews” by the early godfathers, and in the names of the Greek canon, the names of the Latin canon and some ancient codices and the King James Version etc. about one thousand and two hundred years (400-600 A.D.).

b. The negative argument:

1) The writer of this epistle has never shown or used the authority of the apostle. And the verse “…and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him” (2:3) shows that the writer has never personally received the revelation from the Lord. Therefore, it is not written by Paul (see Gal. 1:12).

2) There are many scriptures quoted from the Septuagint, not the Masorah from which Paul habitually quoted.

3) The type of literature of this book is different from the customary type of Paul’s epistles.

4) This epistle has not mentioned the writer’s name, which is also different from the customary style of Paul’s epistles.

5) Paul is an apostle of the Gentile apostle, who earnestly promotes the oneness of both the Gentile and Jewish believers. However, this epistle only mentions the salvation of the Jews, which seems to be not corresponding to the purpose of Paul.

2. The assumption of Barnabas:

a. The positive argument:

1) This view was promoted by the earliest godfather Tertullian.

2) As a Levite (Acts 4:36), Barnabas was bound to have clear knowledge of the system of the Levite in the Old Testament. Besides, he was also the fellow worker of Paul and was quiet familiar with the theological doctrines of Paul. Therefore, he could write this book.

3) “And I appeal to you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I have written to you in few words” (13:22) ---- it correspond to the gift of Barnabas ---- “the Son of consolation” (see Acts 4:36).

4) The external evidence is the Epistle of Barnabas (Codex Claremontanus).

b. The negative argument:

1) There are some points of the external evidence the Epistle of Barnabas that do not agree with this epistle.

2) Barnabas does not seem to be one of the fellow workers who are intimate with Timothy. 

3. The assumption of Apollos:

a. The positive argument:

1) The fervent supporter of this assumption is Martin Luther. And the famous supporter in modern times is Henry Alford.

2) Luke mentions Apollos “an eloquent man, who was mighty in the scriptures (the scriptures of the Old Testament)” in the Book of Acts (Acts 18:24). Therefore, he was capable to write this epistle. 

3) There are some “philosophical thoughts of Alexandria” in this epistle. And Apollos was just a Bible Scholar born in Alexandria (Acts 18:24).

4) In early serving time of Apollos, he had been helped and perfected by the Paul’s fellow workers Priscilla and Aquila. Later, he was recognized by Paul as his fellow worker (1Cor. 1:12; 3:4-6, 22; 16:12; Titus 3:13). Therefore, he was qualified to write this epistle whose theological thoughts are similar to that of Paul.

b. The negative argument:

1) In the church history, no messages of Apollos had been left to us. And it was brought forward by Martin Luther until the 16th century. 

2) It seems that Apollos and Timothy have never established the relationship of fellow workers.

4. The assumption of Luke:

a. The positive argument:

1) The most famous supporter of this assumption is Calvin.

2) The exquisite and beautiful Greek in this epistle indicates that there are many similarities of this book in grammar with The Book of Acts written by Luke.   

3) “Was confirmed to us by those who have heard” (2:3), it shows that the writer was just one who had not directly followed the Lord as Luke and yet had learned the salvation of Christ from the apostles.

b. The negative argument:

1) Luke is a Gentile and is unlikely to write to the Jews particularly.

2) Possibly, Luke is the writer when Paul dictates (e.g. Rom. 16:22 “Tertius, who have written this epistle”). But he is unlikely to become a teacher himself. 

5. The assumptions of Others: 

a. Someone maintains that Priscilla and Aquila are the writer of this epistle (see Acts 18:26).

b. There is also someone who holds that this epistle was written Clement who was in Rome (96 A.D.).

c. There is also someone who mentions that the writer of this epistle may be the apostle Peter, or the minister Philip, or Silvanus, or Mark or Epaphras etc.

d. The above-mentioned three assumptions have no sufficient and powerful internal and external evidences, only for reference.

Actually, since the writer was inspired by the Spirit to conceal his own name, there must be a purpose. For as such an epistle that upholds Jesus Christ, it does not matter who is the writer. Therefore, we need not to infer the name of the writer, but center our attention on the Lord Himself. No matter who writes this epistle, it is always God that “spoke to us by His Son” (1:2). 

II. The Time and Location the Epistle was Written 

Concerning the time that this epistle was written, it was inferred according to the internal and external evidences that:

1. In the first century, Clement who was in Rome had quoted from this epistle (95 A.D.). And it is mentioned in this epistle that “our brother Timothy has been set free” (13:23). Therefore, this book was bound to be not written in the second century.

2. The ceremonies like the sacrifices in the Holy Temple had been mentioned many times, and the verbs were in present tense (5:1-3; 7:27; 8:3-5; 9:6-9; 10:1-2, 8, 11; 13:10-11), which showed that the Holy Temple remained at that time and the priests were ministering. Therefore, the book had not been written later than 70 A.D. (the year of the destruction of the Holy Temple). 

3. It is indicated in this epistle that the recipients of this epistle had believed the Lord for many years (5:12) and had ever suffered many tribulations (10:32-37; 12:4-5). Therefore, this epistle was bound to be completed not early.  

4. It is suggested in this epistle that some of those who preached the word of God to them had been martyred for the Lord (13:7) and Timothy was set free (13:23). The two matters might quite likely be related with the persecution of the Thessalonians (64-68 A.D.). Therefore, this epistle must not be written earlier than 64 A.D.

5. Above all, there was a strong likelihood that this epistle was written during 65 to 69 A.D.

As for the location the epistle was written, it could be inferred from the verse “they from Italy salute you” (13:24):

1. This epistle was written in the Italian communities (e.g. Corinth, Ephesus etc.) of the Italians who did not dwelt in Italy.

2. According to the original, “they from Italy” can also be translated as “they of Italy”. Thus, this book was written in Italy, possibly, in Rome. 

III. The Recipients

1. The recipients of this epistle were the sons of Abraham (7:4), and the word “fathers” (1:1) showed that they were Jewish believers, who were familiar with not only the fathers of the faith of the Israel in the Old Testament (11:24-34) but also the laws and ceremonies of the Old Testament (7:4-10:8).

2. These Jewish believers knew the writer of this epistle as well as Timothy (13:23). They had not heard the teachings of the Lord Jesus personally, but were taught by others (2:3). They had believed the Lord for a long period, but had not grown up in true faith (5:11-12). However, they did not forsake the true faith (6:6-10). They had endured much conflict of sufferings for the Lord and desired to walk in the way of the Lord (10:32, 36). Besides, they wrestled against sin and had not yet resisted unto blood (12:4).

3. It is marked in some Codex that the recipients of this epistle were “Hebrews”, which mean “those who have passed over the river”. Abraham was the first one who had passed over the river. He moved to the land of the Palestinian (see Acts 7:2-4), passing from Mesopotamia to the river Euphrates. Therefore, he was the first Hebrew (Gen. 14:13). The Jews were called the Hebrews since ancient times (Gen. 39:14; Ex. 2:6), and they liked to call them Hebrews (Gen. 40:15; Phil. 3:5).

4. We Christians are spiritual Hebrews, so we shall apply the teachings of this epistle on us. 

IV. The Motivation for Writing this Epistle

1. At that time, the Hebrew believers were faced with two great crises concerning faith: externally, the Roman power persecuted them to give up the faith of Christ; internally, the Judaizers persuaded them to return back to the law of the Old Testament.

2. And the spiritual condition of these Hebrew believers was indeed deeply influenced by the external evil environment. They did not cherish the word they had heard (2:1), and were not bold enough to stand fast for the faith (3:6) and began to be shaken in faith (3:14) and failed to have full confidence in God’s promise (4:1, 11). Some of them seemed to become weary and discouraged (12:3, 12) and even forsook the assembling (10:25) and ignored the example of faith of those who ruled over them (13:7), facing the danger of being enticed by the heretical teachings (13:9).

3. The primary purpose of this epistle was exhortation to the Hebrew believers (13:22) and establishment of their faith without being moved easily. This book exhorts from the following angles:

a. Exhort them to have eight and thorough knowledge about the object of the faith ---- Christ; who surpasses all things and men of the Judaism, including the angels, Moses, Aaron, the law, the ceremonies, the priests and the offerings etc..

b. Exhort them to have new recognition of the content of the faith ---- the New Testament, which is a incomparably better covenant than the old covenant. 

c. Exhort them to think and imitate the elders of the faith ---- the witnesses of the faith, who have obtained good testimony in faith, surrounding us as a cloud.

d. Exhort them to desire the end of the faith ---- hope ---- and warn them on the basis of the hope. If we desire to have the better country in the heaven, we shall despise the worldly enticement and bitterness. 

V. The Importance of this Book

There are abundant quotations of the scriptures and things and teachings of the Old Testament in this epistle, which can be called “a commentary of the main theme of the Old Testament”. If we want to understand the truth of the Old Testament, we are suggested to enter from this book and dig up the treasure that is profitable to our spiritual life according to the principle of the biblical exegesis.

The truth expounded in this epistle just meets for the deed of the church at present. Just as the Hebrew believers at that time, the church now is also faced with the two great spiritual crises: the external persecutions of Satan by men’s hands, and the internal enticement of heresies ---- both make many believers become indifferent or discouraged or weak or stumbled and even turn to follow many heresies. We really need to be encouraged from this book and run with endurance the race that lies before us. 

VI. Main Structure and General Description

    The theme of the whole book is the Son of God Jesus Christ, who “surpasses” the angels and all the giants in the Old Covenant. The New Covenant that He has fulfilled is “better” that the Old Covenant. We believers who are in the New Covenant have access to the “better” Holy Temple to God through the “better” sacrifice in Christ Jesus. Therefore, we shall hold fast in faith, hole and love, and go forth to Him “without the camp” and bear his reproach in such a difficult generation. In a due time, we shall have part in the “better” country.

VII. Special Points

1. There are many quotations of the Old Testament in this epistle ---- about thirty-nine times of the direct quotations distributed in each chapter and two hundred and nineteen times of indirect quotations. Therefore, this epistle is a book of sermons collections on the basis of the Old Testament. Anyone who is not familiar with the scriptures of the Old Testament will feel it obscure and difficult to understand.

2. The literary genre of this epistle is rather peculiar ---- it is like prose in the beginning, and is like a sermon of the body and like an epistle at the end. The literary style of the Greek of this epistle is precise and polished, and the arguments are wide and pithy. It is a real masterpiece in literature. 

3. There are at least five paragraphs of exhortation inserted among the arguments of this epistle for the purpose of a combination of knowing and doing. Once we have understood the truth, we shall put it into practice. Otherwise, we should be dealt with by God more severely.  

4. This epistle is an epistle with many severe warnings, including:

a. We must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away (2:1-4).

b. If anyone has the evil heart of unbelief, he will become hardened as in the rebellion (3:7-19).

c. If anyone falls according to the same example of disobedience, he will not enter that rest (4:1-13).

d. If anyone is not diligent to seek to increase, he will not be grown up (5:11-6:3).

e. If they fall away, they will not be renewed again to repentance (6:4-8).

f. If anyone sins willfully, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins (10:26-31).

g. If anyone draws back, God’s soul has no pleasure in him (10:32-39).

h. If anyone refuses Him who speaks from heaven, he is unable to escape, for God is a consuming fire (12:14-29).

5. This book is an epistle of “God’s enormous revelation” or “God’s better revelation”. The great revelation of God is Jesus Christ Himself, who excels in not only all those who are in this age but also the angels and all the spiritual giants and ceremonies and customs in the Scriptures. All the things and men that we regard best can be smashed only by appreciating and upholding Him.  

6. This book is also an epistle of “the high priest Jesus Christ” or “the ministry of Christ who lives in the heaven”. He has passed through the heavens and is able to sympathize with our weakness and always lives to make intercession for us. Therefore, let us come boldly to the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

7. This book is an epistle of “God’s Hall of Fame”, in which many giants of faith are listed (11:1-40).

8. This book is full of comparisons, e.g.:

a. The prophets and the Son of God (1:1-2);

b. In time past and in these last days (1:1-2);

c. The Son of God and the angels (1:4-14);

d. That the heavens and the earth shall change and that He never changes (1:12);

e. Moses and Christ (3:1-6);

f. “Shall not enter …” and “be diligent to enter …” (3:7-4:11);

g. The high priest Aaron and Christ who is the high priest (5:1-10);

h. “Daily sacrifices” and “offer once”(7:27);

i. The external law and the internal law; and the Old Testament and the New Testament (8:10-11);

j. The blood of goats and calves and His own blood (9:11-28);

k. The shadow of the good things and the very image of the things (10:1-14);

l. The offering of Abel and the offering of Cain (11:4);

m. The things that the blood of Jesus speaks and that the blood of Abel speaks (12:24);

n. Be shaken and be not shaken (12:27-28);

o. Enter the veil and outside the camp (10:19-20; 13:10-13);

VIII. Its Relations with the Book of Corinthians and the Book of Galatians 

1. This epistle is full of the backgrounds of the Old Testament, ---- e.g. the religion, the ceremonies, the theology, and the wording ---- which is very close to the Book of Leviticus in the Old Testament. The message of this book correlates with the Pentateuch of Moses, especially the Book of Leviticus in the Pentateuch. The Book of Leviticus touches upon the type of the salvation. And this epistle talks about the reality of the salvation. As the very image is better and more perfect than the shadow, this epistle also surpasses the Book of Leviticus. Therefore, this epistle is also called the Book of Leviticus in the New Testament by the Bible exegetes.

2. Someone calls the Book of Hebrews “the fifth book of the gospel”. The previous four books of the gospel describe the works of Christ on earth. And the Book of Hebrews mentions the works of Christ in the heaven ---- Christ has passed through the heavens to be the high priest of believers in “the holy Temple in the heaven” now and make intercessions for believers everyday (7:25; Rom. 8:34).

3. The message of this epistle shares the same important principle with the two epistles to the Romans and the Galatians, for the three books touch upon the salvation of the Lord on the basis that “the just shall live by faith” (Hag. 2:4). However, the emphasis of the three epistles is different: the Epistle to the Romans puts emphasis on the word “the just”, showing that how to be justified before God. The Epistle to the Galatians focuses on the word “live”, explaining that one is not saved or perfected by works, but by the receiving of the life of the Son of God. And this epistle pays attention to the word “by faith”, which enumerates the giants of faith in the Old Testament and proving that faith is the “testimony” that God pleases (Heb. 11:5, 6). The Epistle to the Romans reveals the “necessity” of faith, and the Epistle to the Galatians indicates the “importance” of Christians’ faith, and the Epistle to the Hebrews shows the “transcendence” of Christians’ faith. 

IX. Key Verses 

“Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession” (4:14).

“Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them” (7:25).

“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God… let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.” (10:19-22).

“Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.” (13:13).

X. Key Words 
“More excellent”,  “better”  (1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6, 6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 12:24);

“Faith” (4:2; 6:1, 12; 10:22, 38, 39; 11:1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 39; 12:2; 13:7); 

“The high priest” (2:17; 3:1; 4:14, 15; 5:1, 5, 10; 6:20; 7:26, 27, 28; 8:1, 3; 9:7, 11, 25; 10:12; 13:11);

“For ever”, “for ever and ever” (1:2, 8, 8; 5:6, 9; 6:2, 5, 20; 7:17, 21, 24, 28; 9:12, 14, 15, 26; 11:3; 13:8, 21, 21);

“Perfect”, (2:10; 5:9; 7:19, 28 ; 9:9; 10:1, 14; 11:40; 12:23);

“Once” (7:27; 9:7, 12, 26, 28; 10:10, 12, 14; 12:26, 27);

XI. Outlines of the Book

The Theme: Christ transcends all, so we shall go with Him and hold fast the faith and hope and love by Him. 

A. Christ transcends all (1:1-10:39):

1. His works transcend all (1:1-3);

2. He transcends the angels (1:4-2:18):

a. He is the Son of God, and his name and person transcend the angels (1:4-18).

The First Inserted Exhortation: give heed more abundantly to the things heard (2:1-4);

b. He is the Son of Man, and what he has fulfilled surpass the angels (2:5-18).

3. He is over the house of God, exceeding Moses (3:1-6);

The Second Inserted Exhortation: let us use diligence to enter into that rest (3:7-4:13);

4. He is the high priest, who exceeds Aaron (4:14-7:28);

a. It is the God who has raised Him from the dead to ascend into the heaven that makes Him the high priest (4:14-5:10);

The Third Inserted Exhortation: let us go on to full growth (5:11-6:20);

b. He is a priest for ever according to the order and similitude of Melchisedec (7:1-28);

5. He (8:1-10:18);

a. Since the New Testament is made by the better promise and he is the mediator, it is the better covenant (8:1-13);

b. Since the better sacrifice and blood are offered in the New Testament, the effect of the taking away of sins exists for ever (9:1-10:18);

The Fourth Inserted Exhortation: let us hold fast in faith and hope and love and not sin willfully (10:19-39);

B. The example, warning and exhortation of faith, hope and love (11:1-13:6):

1. The definition and example of faith (11:1);

a. The definition of faith (11:1);

b. The witnesses of faith (11:2-40)

2. The exhortation and warning of hope (12:1-17);

a. Let us run with patience the race that lies before us (12:1-4).

b. Let us bear the chastisement of God the Father and thus yield peaceful fruit (12:5-13).

c. Let us watch to avoid the faults of Esau (12:14-17). 

The Fifth Inserted Exhortation: let us serve God with reverence and fear for the sake of the kingdom that cannot be shaken (12:18-29).
3. The exhortation of love (13:1-17); 

C. The words at the end (13:18-25):

1. Ask for prayer (13:18-19);

2. Blessing (13:20-21);

3. Announcement (13:22-23);

4. Greeting and blessing (13:24-25);

Hebrews Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the Son of God, More Excellent than the Prophets and the Angels.

A. The Son of God is more excellent than the prophets (v.1-3);

1. By the prophets: at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers (v.1);

2. By His Son: has in these last days spoken to us (v.2a);

3. The status, ministry and nature of the Son of God (v.2b-3);

B. The Son of God is more excellent than the angels (v.4-14);

1. Name ---- He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they (v.4);

2. Status ---- He is the Son of God, and the angels are merely the  (v.5-7);

3. Power and disposition ---- God accepts more than all (v.8-9);

4. Work and existence ---- the heavens and the earth are the work of His hands. And He remain (v.10-12);

5. His relation with salvation ---- He is the accomplisher of salvation. And the angels are the ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation (v.13-14);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 1:1 “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,” 

YLT: ”In many parts, and many ways, God of old having spoken to the fathers in the prophets,”

Meaning of Words: “prophets”: foreteller, an inspired speaker; “various times”: many parts, many phases; “various ways”: many forms, many methods; “spoke”: preach, utter (the past perfect tense);

Literal Meaning: “God …in time past by the prophets”, “in time past”, before the incarnation of Christ, namely, the times of the Old Testament; “prophets”: those who speak for God and reveal God Himself and His will to men; “the prophets”: the prophets in the Old Testament; “by the prophets”: it is “in the prophets” in the original, which means that the inspiration and revelation of God’s Spirit in the prophets; 

  “At various times and in various ways spoke to the fathers”, “at various times and in various ways”, “at various times and in various ways”: at different times and by different ways partly and incompletely, e.g. all the prophecies, types, visions and dreams etc. “Spoke”: God spoke to men; “the fathers”: the elect of God ---- the fathers of the Jews in the past generations, which are in contrast to “us” in verse two. 

  This verse suggests that God in the times of the Old Testament spoke to men successively through the personalities and words of those who were of God, expressing Himself and His will partially. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God is a God who speaks. He reveals Himself and His will to men by speaking to men so that they may know what He is and has and does.

2) God is a God of revelation. He has fellowship with men through revelation. And God needs vessels to convey His revelation. That is to say, He needs a group of men to be His vessel. 

3) God spoke to men “by the prophets”. Therefore, we shall not despise the prophecies, but prove all things and hold fast the right (1Thess. 5:20-21).  

4) “The prophets” show that any single prophet could not represent the complete revelation of God, and each prophet could only speak a part or an aspect of God’s word for Him. Therefore, we shall not uphold any servant of God above what is written (1Cor. 4:6).

5) We shall desire to prophesy (1Cor. 14:1). However, one shall firstly be revealed and inspired by God so that he is able to speak for God and edify the church (1Cor. 14:29-31).

6) If we desire to know God, we shall rely on and obtain the transient word through the word that God has already spoken. Therefore, let the word of God in the Scriptures dwell in us richly (Col. 3:16). 

7) Do not ignore the Holy Bible, for every scripture is divinely inspired (2Tim. 3:16). And do not despise the prophecies (1Thess. 5:20).

8) The words that God had spoken in the Old Testament were spoken “at various times and in various ways”

Heb. 1:2 “has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;” 

YLT: ”in these last days did speak to us in a Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He did make the ages;”

Meaning of Words: “these last days”: the end of these days; “speak”: utter, preach;

Literal Meaning: “has in these last days spoken to us by His Son”, “these last days” refer to the times of the New Testament, or the times of grace, namely, the period from the first coming of Jesus Christ to His second coming; “His Son” refers to Jesus Christ ---- He is the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father and has declared God (John 1:18); “we”: believers in the times of the New Testament; 

  The whole verse shows that God speaks to us through His Son Jesus Christ today and we are enabled to obtain the word of God and understand only by Him. 

“Whom He has appointed heir of all things”, “appoint”: set, which shows that such action is completely out of God the Father; “heir of all things”: the one who inherit all things legally. All that God has had and done are of Him (John 16:15). 

This verse indicates that Jesus Christ is always the center and end of God’s eternal will and the significance and purpose of the existence of all things are the Son of God Jesus Christ. 

“Through whom also He made the worlds”, “the worlds”: a habitual word of the Jews, which refers to the universe manifested in different ages. It is corresponding to “all things” ---- the worlds are all things, and vice versa. 

This verse suggests that the worlds were created by God through His Son Jesus Christ. 

Verse two and three tell us the relation of Christ with all things: 1) in the past, He was the creator of all things (see v.10; John 1:3; Col. 1:16; 1Cor. 8:6); at present, He is the maintainer of all things; 3) in the future, He is the heir of all things (see Rom. 11:36).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Both the Old Testament and the New Testament are written according to what God has spoken. However, the value of them is different because of the distinction of the way of the speaking.

2) The New Testament is hidden in the Old Testament, and the Old Testament is manifested in the New Testament. In the past, God only spoke some of His word partially (see v.1). However, all that He wants us to know are revealed in His Son. 

3) Since God speaks to us by His Son, the object of our hearing shall not be men or things, but the word of Christ in everything (including the preachers, the Scriptures and the environment etc.).

4) No matter the Old Testament or the New Testament, we shall read the Christ in the Scriptures and obtain the provision of life through the fellowship with the Christ in the Scriptures (see John 5:39-40).

5) The words that the Lord Jesus has spoken unto us are spirits and are life (John 6:63). What is important is that the object word shall be transformed into subjective and transient words through the worship and receiving in spirit and truth. Otherwise, we will profit nothing (see John 4:23-24).

6) If we desire to have part in all the fullness of God, it does not depend on knowledge, but touching and knowing and manifesting the indwelling Christ, for in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily  (Col. 2:9).

7) “God … spoken to us”, it shows that God takes men as the object of speaking and God pleases to have fellowship with men. Therefore, we shall cherish this precious status. 

8) “God … has appointed heir of all things”, it points out that Christ is the center of God’s will and works. Once we have obtained Him, we have got value. Without Him, all is vanity. 

9) All things were created by Christ. And Christ is the origin of all things. Once we have obtained Him, we have obtained everything. Without Him, we have nothing.

Heb. 1:3 “who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,” 

YLT: ”who being the brightness of the glory, and the impress of His subsistence, bearing up also the all things by the saying of his might -- through himself having made a cleansing of our sins, sat down at the right hand of the greatness in the highest,”

Meaning of Words: “glory”: honor, praise, dignity; “brightness”: radiance, an off-flash, efflugence; “person”: substance, essence; “image”: scratch, etching, sculptured figure, mark, graven; “word”: transient word (rhema); “uphold”: bear, bring forth, carry; 

Literal Meaning: “who being the brightness of His glory”, “glory”: it is the revelation of God in the Scriptures (see Acts 7:2); “the brightness of His glory”, it means that He is the manifestation of God’s substance. 

“And the express image of His person”, “express image”, it in the original refers to the image stamped on the object is the same as that in the seal; “the express image of His person”, it indicates that He is the manifestation of God’s nature. Once men have seen Him, they have seen God (see John 14:9; Col. 1:15).

“And upholding all things by the word of His power”, “the word of His power”, it means that His word carries authority and power; “uphold all things”: maintain, uphold and promote all things (see Col. 1:17); 

“When He had by Himself purged our sins”, the past perfect tense shows that it had fulfilled once and the effect endures for ever. “Purged”: through the blood of Him shedding on the cross (see Heb. 9:14); 

“Sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high”, “sat down”: it is a posture of rest and enjoyment and waiting, which shows that He has completed His redemption work and waits from henceforth until his enemies be set footstool of his feet (see v.13; 10:13); “on high”: “the third heaven where God dwells” (see 2Cor. 12:2); “the Majesty”: God Himself (Titus 2:13; Heb. 8:1); “right hand” represents honor and power (see 1King. 2:19; Ps. 110:1; Titus 2:25, 34-35)

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The beloved Son is the image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15), for in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9). Therefore, the virtues that He has manifested on the earth ---- holiness, meekness, righteousness and wisdom etc. ---- are the good nature of God. 

2) The Lord Jesus is the image that the nature of God has sealed and is the manifestation of the invisible God. The more we have known of Him, the more we will know about God. Man is unable to seek the way of knowing God outside of Christ. 

3) All the celestial bodies are hung upon the outer space and move in certain orbits in perfect order. Apparently, they work under the action of universal gravitational forces. However, they work because of the “word” of the Son of God. 

4) The word of the Lord is mighty and powerful. All those who draw the Lord’s word in faith will be enabled to enjoy the power in His word (see Luke 1:37).

5) All the sins before we have believed the Lord have been purged, and God will no more remember the sins and lawlessness of us in the past (Heb. 10:17).

6) We have to confess our sins committed after we have believed the Lord so that we will be forgiven and cleansed (1John 1:7, 9).

7) The great redemption of the Lord has been utterly “fulfilled” (John 19:30), leaving nothing to be further accomplished, so He sits down in the heaven. We shall also sit down in the heaven with Him (Eph. 2:6).

8) Christ does not sit down in the heaven doing nothing. He looks upon all those who are of Him in the heaven and sympathizes with our infirmities. Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace that we may receive mercy and find grace for seasonable help (Heb. 4:14-16).

9) Christ now is the mediator of the better covenant in the heaven (Heb. 8:1, 6). He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them (Heb. 7:22, 25). 

Heb. 1:4 “having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.” 

YLT: ”having become so much better than the messengers, as he did inherit a more excellent name than they.”

Meaning of Words: “more excellent”: surpassing; “better”: stronger, nobler;
The Background: “better than the angels”, the Jews revere the angels greatly, for they believe: 1) there were angels before all things were created (Job. 38:4-7); 2) the power of the angels far surpasses men in the world (2Pet. 2:11); 3) the angels will not die (Luke 20:36); 4) the angel is a spirit, and yet is also able to manifest in physical body (Heb. 13:2); 5) the angels minister unto God before Him (Dan. 7:10); 6) God gives the laws to the Jews through angels (Acts 7:51-53; Gal. 3:19); 7) God often preaches His word to the world through angels (Luke 1:26; Acts. 27:23). 

Literal Meaning: “as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they”, “by inheritance … name”, it refers to “the Son of God” (see v.2, 5). Sufficient explanation of it will be given in the following verses. The Jews pay very attention to names, and in the Scriptures names often represent the being and walking of a man (see 1Sam. 25:25). “They”: the name of the angels: ministers of God (see v.5-7); sons are certainly more honorable than servants. 

  “Having become so much better than the angels”, it is the comparison concerning name and person; “the Son of God”: it is the manifestation of God Himself. He has infinite divine power and is worthy of inheriting all things (see v.2-3). But the “angles” are ministering spirits (see v.14), who are unable to be compared with the Son of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

2) The name of the Lord Jesus Christ is the name that is above every name (Phil. 2:9-11). We shall bow our knees and uphold this name together. 

3) To those who call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, Christ is ours (1Cor. 1:2), which means that He is rich towards and rewards Himself to all that call upon his name (Rom. 10:12) so that we shall enjoy the reality of the name.

4) Angels and we believers are both the servants of God. Therefore, we shall not worship angels, but worship God only (Rev. 22:8-9).

5) Though man of the flesh is inferior to the angels in strength (see Heb. 2:6-7), we believers are greater in person (see v.14). We shall judge angels in the future (1Cor. 6:3). Therefore, the worship of angels is false, and he that worships angels shall be deprived of prize (Col. 2:18). 

6) We believers in the New Testament should not worship the angels, let alone those who are little inferior to the angels (Heb. 2:6-7). No matter how spiritual they are, or how worthy of honor they are, we shall in no wise uphold or obey them utterly. 

Heb. 1:5 “For to which of the angels did He ever say: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You"? And again: "I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a Son"?” 

YLT: ”For to which of the messengers said He ever, `My Son thou art -- I to-day have begotten thee?' and again, `I will be to him for a father, and he shall be to Me for a son?'”

Literal Meaning: “for to which of the angels did He ever say:… And again:…”, this is the opposite word, which means God has never said anything like the follow word.

  “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You"?” It is quoted from the Book of Psalm (2:7), which especially relates to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus (Acts 13:33). His death is for the purpose of purging our sins. And His resurrection shows that God has accepted and confessed the value of His death so that those who believe Him have obtained the sign of justification by God (see Rom. 4:25). 

  “You are My Son”, it means that God not only confesses the relation of life with His Son but also appoints the sonship. The former shows that all that God the Father “is” have dwelt in Christ (Col. 2:8-9), so He is the manifestation of God the Father (John 1:18). And the latter indicates that Christ is qualified to inherit all “that God the Father has” (see v.2; John 3:35; 13:3). 

“Today I have begotten You”, it means that Christ was marked out the Son of God (Rom. 1:4) by resurrection through the life of God. Therefore, God pleases to declare and confess His Son in the universe and entrusts Him the relative ministry. 

  “"I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a Son"?” It is quoted from the Second Book of Samuel (7:14), which indicates that the Lord Jesus has already received by God (see 2Cor. 6:17-18) and has established the “Father - Son” relationship with God: 1) all that Christ “is” is out of God the Father; 2) all that Christ “has” is inherited from God the Father; 3) all that Christ “has done” is according to the will of God the Father. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ was marked out the Son of God by resurrection. Now the life of God is in the Son of God. He that has the Son has life, and he who does not have the Son of God does not have life (1John 5:11-12). 

2) Christ is raised from the dead, thus also in the Christ all shall be made alive (1Cor. 15:20-22). We are not those who have hope in this life (see 1Cor. 15:19; 1Thess. 4:13). Therefore, we shall look up and life up our heads to embrace the second coming of the Lord (Luke 21:28).

3) To those who are separated them from the world and unto God, the God Almighty will say, “I will be a Father to you and you shall be to me for sons and daughters” (2Cor. 6:17-18). May we grasp this precious promise to lead a separated life and enjoy the full provision of God. 

Heb. 1:6 “But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him."” 

YLT: ”and when again He may bring in the first-born to the world, He saith, `And let them bow before him -- all messengers of God;'”

Meaning of Words: “the world”: habitable world;
Literal Meaning: “but when He again brings the firstborn into the world”, it is an indirect quotation of the Book of Psalm (97:7), which suggests that Jesus Christ is the Messiah whom the Jews wait for. And the psalm ninety seven does not describe his first coming, but second coming. 

  “The firstborn”: it is the status of the Lord Jesus after resurrection. He was the only begotten Son of God (John 1:18). Moreover, all those that believe Him have become the sons of God (John 20:17) because of the resurrection of Christ, so He is called firstborn (Rom. 8:29). “The firstborn” here contains a meaning of surpassing status. He is not only the “firstborn” of the old creation (Col. 1:15) but also the firstborn of the new creation (Col. 1:18). He is worthy of the first place in all things.

  “The world”, it refers to the environment that human beings inhabit. 

  This verse unveils that Christ will come upon the world in His second coming on the position of the firstborn of God. Then He will receive all the sons of God to the “assembly of the firstborn registered” in heaven (see Heb. 12:23). 

“He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him."” “All”, it is not the worship when the Lord first came to the world (Luke 2:9-14), not the worship of the angels when he was raised up, but the worship of the angels when He comes again (Ps. 97:7). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He is the firstborn, and will bring many sons to glory (Heb. 2:10). We shall walk in Him today (Col. 2:6) and go on to full growth (Heb. 6:1).

2) We worship the Lord on account of the revelation and knowledge of His surpassing person. Everyone who has really known the greatness of the Lord will doubtlessly give his true worship (see Matt. 2:11; John 20:27-29).

3) All those who know Christ is the Almighty God and thus worship Him will fulfill the works of God through His Almightiness.

Heb. 1:7 “And of the angels He says: "Who makes His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire."” 

YLT: ”and unto the messengers, indeed, He saith, `Who is making His messengers spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire;'”

Meaning of Words: “spirits”: breath;
Literal Meaning: “and of the angels He says: "Who makes His angels spirits”, this verse quotes from the Book of Psalm (104:4). “Spirits” have two aspects of meaning: 1) the angels are merely creature that can not be compared with the Lord who creates; 2) the angels move as swiftly as breath.

  “And His ministers a flame of fire”, “fire” indicates that the ministry of the angels is being ordered to execute the judgment of God (Is. 66:15-16) and to protect those who are of God (2King 6:17). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the breath and fire are terrible and fearful when executing their duty, they are under the government of God. We servants of God should absolutely obey the commandments of God instead of walking presumptuously. 

2) The servants of the Lord shall be as swift and powerful as breath, and be as bright and shining as the flame of fire.

3) The servants of the Lord shall also move by hidden ways as breath ---- leaving no reputation or position for them, and as fervent as fire ---- in spirit fervent, serving the Lord (Rom.12:11).

Heb. 1:8 “But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.” 

YLT: ”and unto the Son: `Thy throne, O God, to the age of the age; a scepter of righteousness the scepter of thy reign;”

Literal Meaning: “but to the Son He says: … O God”, it indicates that the Son is God. 

“Your throne … is forever and ever”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (45:6). “Your”: that of the Son of God; “throne” represents reigning power; “forever and ever”: never change or move (see v.11-12); 

It mentions the position of Christ in the kingdom ---- He sits down and reigns on the throne. 

“A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.” “Scepter”, the word originally refers to the token of the ruler of a country, and then it relates to the principles and guidelines of running a country; “righteousness”, it is opposite to guile or perversity, containing the meaning of integrity and honesty. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God had delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of the Son of his love (Col. 1:13). And we are fellow-partakers in the kingdom of Jesus (Rev. 1:9). 

2) “The throne of the Lord is for ever and ever”. The kingdom that we have received from Him cannot be shaken. Therefore, let us be grateful and serve God acceptably with reverence and fear (Heb. 12:28). 

3) Christ reigns in our spirits forever and ever, so His power is also endless and never decreases. Therefore, we shall draw His great power by faith at any time.

4) “A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of the Lord”. All those who desire to please Him in His kingdom shall prepare them the way of the Lord and make straight His paths (Matt. 3:3).

5) Who walks in integrity shall be saved. But he that is perverted in double ways shall fall in one (Pro. 28:18).

Heb. 1:9 “You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions."” 

YLT: ”thou didst love righteousness, and didst hate lawlessness; because of this did He anoint thee -- God, thy God -- with oil of gladness above thy partners;'”

The Background: “the oil of gladness”, in the Old Testament, when the servants fulfill their ministry, they will receive the anointment of the oil. This is a joyful occasion. Therefore, the oil that is anointed is called “oil of gladness”.

Literal Meaning: “you have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness”, the word is quoted from the Book of Psalm (45:7). “You” refers to the Son of God (see v.8); “righteousness”: justice, integrity; “lawlessness”, not be governed by the law;  

  “Therefore God, Your God”, it indicates that your works are totally according to the will of God. Therefore, God is happy to confirm that your ministry is out of Him. 

“Has anointed You With the oil of gladness”, it indicates that God approves His Son’s works with a joyful heart. 

“More than Your companions”, “companions” here refer to the angels. Though the angels have not been anointed, since the following verses mention the comparison between the Son of God and the angles, here it unveils that the Son of God is greater than the angels. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our Lord is a just and righteous God. He takes delight in righteousness and hates lawlessness. Therefore, we shall walk in integrity and pursue holiness so as to please God.

2) There is no acceptance of persons with God. Therefore, all those who are of Him shall not be with respect of persons (James 2:1). 

3) He will reign in our hearts and remove all sins and uncleanness so that we shall enjoy heavenly peace and joy.

4) The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).

5) The Holy Spirit is God’s “oil of gladness”. God will grant the Spirit (Acts 2:33) to those who trust in Him so that they will be filled with joy because of the oil of gladness (see Is. 61:3).

Heb. 1:10 “And: "You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of Your hands.” 

YLT: ”and, `Thou, at the beginning, Lord, the earth didst found, and a work of thy hands are the heavens;”

Literal Meaning: “and: "You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (102:25), “the beginning”: the beginning of time; “the foundation of the earth”, it refers to “creation”. In many scriptures of the Old Testament, it is used as a synonym of “creation” (Job. 38:4; Ps. 89:11; 104:5; Pro. 8:29; Is. 48:13; 51:13, 16; Zech. 12:1). 

  “And the heavens are the work of Your hands.” “Heavens” and the earth refer to all creation. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He stretches out the heavens, and lays the foundation of the earth and forms the spirit of man within him (Zech. 12:1). The heavens are for the earth, and the earth is for men. Therefore, men are the central purpose of all creation. 

2) The heavens declare the glory of God. And the expanse shows the work of his hands. Through the things that are made, both God’s eternal power and divinity can be understood (Rom. 1:20). 

Heb. 1:11 “They will perish, but You remain; And they will all grow old like a garment;” 

YLT: ”these shall perish, and Thou dost remain, and all, as a garment, shall become old,”

Meaning of Words: “perish”: die, lose, destroy fully; “remain”: stay constantly; 

Literal Meaning: “they will perish”, the words in this verse are quoted from the Book of Psalm (Ps. 102:26). Here, it indicates that the heavens and the earth will be dissolved (2Pet. 3:10) and unable to remain.

“But You remain”, “You”: the Son of God; “remain”: exist forever; 

“Ant they will all grow old like a garment”, “like a garment”, it suggests that the heavens and the earth exist for the purpose of human existence (see Zech. 12:1), for garments are one of the necessities of men’s existence. “Grow old”, it includes natural obsolescence and artificial consumption, showing that the value of the existence and usage gradually decreases and shall be done away. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our eyes shall be focused on what is incorruptible, but not pursue what is corruptible (see Matt. 6:19-20). 

2) All things are growing old and corruptible and even our old men corrupt gradually (Eph. 4:22). Only the old man will be gradually renewed according to the image of him that has created him (Col. 3:10). Therefore, we shall crucify our old men with Him so as to walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:4-6). 

Heb. 1:12 “Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But You are the same, And Your years will not fail."” 

YLT: ”and as a mantle Thou shall roll them together, and they shall be changed, and Thou art the same, and Thy years shall not fail.'”

Literal Meaning: “like a cloak You will fold them up”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (102:26b-27). “Cloak”, it can be folded up when it is unnecessary. 

“And they will be changed”. “they”, according to the Scriptures, the heavens and the earth will be dissolved by fire (2Pet. 3:10-12). The old heavens and the earth will pass away, and the new heavens and the earth will appear before us (Rev. 21:1; 2Pet. 3:13). 

 “And Your years will not fail."” It means that your years always endure forever and ever. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All things in the world are changing, and even the heavens and the earth will be changed. Nothing is worthy of our pursuit or reliance with whole heart. 

2) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages (Heb. 13:8). Therefore, we shall hold fast Him and His words instead of being drawn by anyone or any doctrine to follow them (Heb. 13:9; Eph. 4:14). 

Heb. 1:13 “But to which of the angels has He ever said: "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool"?” 

YLT: ”And unto which of the messengers said He ever, `Sit at My right hand, till I may make thine enemies thy footstool?'”

Literal Meaning: “but to which of the angels has He ever said”, “to which has He ever said”, it has been mentioned thrice in this chapter, which indicates the angels are absolutely unable to be compared with Christ. 

“Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool"?” It is quoted from the Book of Psalm (110:1). It carries the following four aspects of meaning: 1) He has already accomplished the great redemption with nothing left for us to fulfill (see v.3); 2) He is now rest on the praise and upholding of God; 3) however, such rest is still not perfect, for God has not made His enemies His footstool; 4) the time of God has not come yet. Though the enemy’s head is crushed (see Gen. 3:15), it has still not been totally destroyed.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since the redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ has already completed, we need only enjoy the fruit of His works at rest rather than be made perfect by the flesh (Gal. 3:1-4).  

2) Though the enemy Satan is rampant, it will undoubtedly end in failure. Therefore, we resist the devil with steadfast faith, he will flee from us (1Pet. 5:9; James 4:7).  

Heb. 1:14 “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?” 

YLT: ”are they not all spirits of service -- for ministration being sent forth because of those about to inherit salvation?”

Literal Meaning: “are they not all ministering spirits”, “ministering”, it means the ministration as the servant to the master. 

“Sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation”, “those who will inherit salvation”: we believers; the angels are sent forth to serve believers (see Acts 12:7-11, 15). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The position of believers is higher than the angels. Today, we are served and protected by the angels, and we will judge the angels in the future (1Cor. 6:3).

2) Today, we believers are viewed by the angels (see 1Cor. 4:9; 11:10), so we shall have good performance for the sake of the angels. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Two Phases of God’s Revelation

A. In time past (v.1):

1. By the prophets ---- the servants of God;

2. At various times and in various ways ---- many parts and many ways;

3. Spoke to the fathers ---- the elect of God in the past generations;

B. In these last days (v.2a):

1. By his Son ---- the only medium;

2. Has spoken to us ---- those whom He has saved; 

Seven Things of the Son of God

A. He has the closest relationship with God ---- the Son (v.1-2, 5, 8);

B. His word is powerful (v.3);

C. His name is exceedingly honorable (v.4);

D. His throne is forever and ever (v.8a);

E. A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of His kingdom (v.8c-9);

F. His person never changes (v.11);

G. His overcomes the enemies completely (v.13);

The Son of God is the Full Manifestation of God 

A. The Son of God is the substantiating and manifestation of God’s full thought:

1. The way of the Old Testament is passed (v.1).

2. The ultimate revelation of God is through His Son ---- the full Christ (v.2a).

B. Christ is the only answer to all things according to the eternal will of God:

1. Christ is the origin of all things (v.2c).

2. Christ is the conclusion of all things (v.2b).

3. Christ is the premise of the existence of all things (v.3b).

C. Christ is God Himself:

1. Christ is the true expression of God’s nature (v.3a).

2. Christ is the manifestation of God (v.3b).

3. Christ has completed the redemption and has been exalted in glory (v.3c).

Prophet and Priest and King

A. The Son of God is a prophet ---- God has spoken to us by Him (v.1-2):

1. He is the One who completely reveals God.

2. In the past, He was the creator of the worlds.

3. At present, He is the sustainer of all things.

4. In the future, He is the heir of all things. 

B. The Son of God is a priest ---- He purged our sins, sat down … (v.3);

1. He is the effective sacrifice ---- purge our sins;

2. His perfect works ---- sat down;

3. His honorable position ---- at the right hand of the Majesty on high (v.8)

C. The Son of God is a king ---- Your throne is forever and ever (v.8);

1. He is the ruler of the eternal kingdom.

2. He is the ruler of righteousness and justice. 

The Honorable Person of the Son of God

A. His relationship with all things:

1. He is the heir of all things (v.2b);

2. He made the worlds (v.2c);

3. He upholds all things (v.3b);

B. His relationship with God the Father:

1. He is the brightness of His glory (v.3a);

2. He is the express image of His person (v.3b);

C. His relationship with believers:

1. He is the Savior who purged our sins (v.3b);

2. He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high ---- our mediator in the heavens (v.3b; see 8:1, 6);

Christ from Eternity to Eternity

A. In the past eternity:

1. He is God (v.3a);

2. He is the creator (v.2c) and heir (v.2b) of all things;

B. In the time:

1. He had been incarnated and had fulfilled the redemption on the cross (v.3b).

2. He was raised up (v.5) and has ascended into the heavens (v3b).

3. God spoke to us through Him (v.2a).

4. He upheld all things (v.3b).

5. He will come again (v.6).

6. He will establish His kingdom and sit as king for ever and make the enemies His footstool (v.8-9, 13). 

C. In the coming eternity:

1. His throne is forever and ever (v.8).

2. He will never be changed and His years will not fail (v.12).

The Son of God is More Excellent than the Angels

A. A more honorable name (v.4);

B. A more intimate relationship ---- begotten by God (v.5);

C. A higher position:

1. The angels worship Him (v.6);

2. The angels serve Him (v.7);

D. Own more scepter:

1. His throne is forever and ever (v.8a);

2. The scepter of righteousness is the scepter of His kingdom (v.8b-9);

E. Own the creating power (v.10);

F. Own the changeless and eternal divinity (v.11-12);

G. Own the glory of victory (v.13);

H. The angels are sent forth to minister for those whom the Son of God has saved (v.14); 

Christ is the Vision and Center of God

A. The honorable name of the Son of God is more excellent than the names of the angels (v.4).

B. The Son of God is more excellent than the angels (v.5).

C. The Son of God will come again and receive the worship of the angels (v.6).

D. The Son of God is more excellent than the angels because of the anointment and the inheriting of God’s kingdom:

1. The Son of God receives the service of the angels (v.7).

2. The throne of the Son of God is forever and ever (v.8).

3. The scepter of the Son of God is righteous (v.9c).

4. God gives His Son infinite Spirit to overcome His companions (v.9b).

I. The Son of God is more excellent than the angels:

1. The Son of God is the creator of all things (v.10);

2. The Son of God remains forever (v.11);

3. The Son of God shall remove the old and renew (v.12);

J. The Son of God is more excellent than the angels:

1. The Son of God has overcome the enemies and sits down in the heavens on high (v.13);

2. The Son of God sends forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation (v.14);

The Comparisons between the Son of God and the Angels 

A. Concerning the person ---- He is the Son, the angels are ministers (v.4-5);

B. Concerning the worship ---- He is the One who receives the worship, the angels shall worship Him (v.6);

C. Concerning the authority ---- He is the ruler, the angels are ministers who are sent by God (v.7-9);

D. Concerning the creation ---- He is the creator, the angels are created beings (v.10-12);

E. Concerning the war ---- He is the One who overcomes, and the angels are those who minister for believers (v.13-14);

A More Honorable Name

A. The Son (v.5);

B. The firstborn (v.6);

C. God (v.8);

D. The Lord (v.10);

Hebrews Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the Son of Man, Who is More Excellent than the Angels

A. What is spoken by the Lord is more excellent than the word spoken through angels (v.1-4).

1. We must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard (v.1).

2. If we ignore such a great salvation, we will be unable to escape (v.2-3a).

3. The divine Trinity has confirmed this salvation by those who are of Him (v.3b-4).

B. Christ has become the Son of Man, whose accomplishment is more excellent than the angels (v.5-18).

1. Jesus who was made a little lower than the angels had tasted death for everyone (v.5-9).

2. In order to bring many sons to glory and recover their relationship with God (v.10-13);

3. In order to destroy the devil and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (v.14-15);

4. In order to give aid to the seed of Abraham, in all things He had to be made like His brethren (v.16-18).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 2:1 “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.” 

YLT: “Because of this it behoveth more abundantly to take heed to the things heard, lest we may glide aside,”

Meaning of Words: “more earnest”: more abundantly; “lest”: so as not to; “drift away”: let slip, flow by, carelessly pass;
Literal Meaning: “therefore”, it continues from the preceding paragraph, indicating that the following word is based from chapter one. 

  The first warning and exhortation of this book is inserted in the first four verses of this chapter. 

“We must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard”, “give the more earnest heed to”: shall be especially paid attention to; “the things we have heard”, it indicates the Son of God speaks to us directly and indirectly (see 1:2), including the words that He has spoken to us through the Scriptures and preachers. They mainly refer to the truth of the salvation (see v.3), including the right knowledge about the persons of the holy Trinity and Christ’s redemption work. 

“Lest we drift away”, “lest”: if it is ignored, there will be bad result; “drift away”, drift away from the right direction unconsciously, or slip away without attaining the goal, or leak away what is obtained; 

There are two aspects of meaning: 1) we will suffer loss (see v.2); 2) we shall not fully enjoy “the great salvation” (see v.3). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God reveals the truth of the salvation to us to not only understand but also keep it within whole heart and respond to it.

2) Our heart and attitude toward the truth affect our condition of being favored. Our spiritual condition before God is decided by whether we have given the more earnest heed to the truth we have heard. 

3) Various tides in the world draw and occupy men’s hearts so that men have unconsciously clung to the tendency of the tide and have been taken away from God and have drifted away, thus causing serious consequences.

4) In the spiritual way, either one goes forward or he will be left behind. If we do not press on, we must lag behind without remaining where we are.  

5) If we Christians do not protect the grace we have obtained by heart, it may be drifted away and lost. Only those who keep the grace with whole heart are able to receive the perfect grace of God. 

Heb. 2:2 “For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward,” 

YLT: “for if the word being spoken through messengers did become stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience did receive a just recompense,”

Meaning of Words: “transgression”: violation, breaking; “disobedience”: inattention; “reward”: recompense of reward, requital;

Literal Meaning: “if the word spoken through the angels proved steadfast”, “the word spoken through the angels” refers to the law (Acts. 7:53; Deut. 33:2 “the myriads of the sanctuary”), namely, the Old Testament; “steadfast”: undoubtedly; 

  “And every transgression and disobedience received a just reward”, “transgression”: do what is not supposed to do (positive aspect), disobey the law and surpass its bound; “disobedience”: not do what is supposed to do (passive aspect), ignore the teaching of the law and refuse to obey the law; “reward”: be recompensed; 

  In the past, if the people of Israel in the Old Testament had gone against the law that God had preached by the angels, they would be punished by God (see Lev. 10:1-2; 24:10-23; Num. 14:32-37; 16:25-35).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The teaching of the truth is for the purpose of letting those who have heard understand and keep. If believers are not subject to the will that God has revealed, it is disobedience as well as transgression. 

2) Christians shall not keep a neutral attitude in spiritual things. Those who look on indifferently have not been up to the required standard. 

Heb. 2:3 “how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,” 

YLT: “how shall we escape, having neglected so great salvation? which a beginning receiving -- to be spoken through the Lord -- by those having heard was confirmed to us,”

Meaning of Words: “so great”: so vast, so mighty; “escape”: flee out; “confirm”: make sure, establish;
Literal Meaning: “if we neglect so great a salvation”, “salvation” refers to the perfect salvation that we believers shall inherit (see 1:14), including the salvation that we have obtained and are obtaining and will obtain (see 2Cor. 1:10): 1) the salvation that we have obtained ---- the remission of sins and the eternal life; 2) the salvation that we are receiving ---- the enjoyment of the good and rest of Christ’s life; 3) the salvation that we will obtain ---- the inheritance of the kingdom and glory; 

  “So great a salvation”, it describes the fullness and greatness of the salvation ---- the greatness of not only the content and nature of the salvation but also the origin and doer, because: 1) the salvation originates from the will of God; 2) the salvation is fulfilled and preached by Christ; 3) the salvation is confirmed by the Spirit (see v.3-4). The holy Trinity has part in this salvation, so it is called “so great a salvation”. 

  Note that here “neglect” is opposite to “so great”. According to the common response of men, they may neglect trivial matters, but pay attention to great things. However, it is uncommon that such a great salvation can be ignored. 

“How shall we escape”, “escape”: be rewarded (see v.2), namely, pay the cost; such cost means that one may lose the enjoyment of the good and rest of Christ’s life in this lifetime as well as the inheritance of the kingdom and glory in the future, that is to say, one is unable to reign with Christ. 

“Which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord”, “be spoken by the Lord” are in contrast to “the word spoken through angels”. It is sin that one transgresses of the word spoken through angels, let alone ignore the salvation spoken by the Lord. And the consequences will be more ghastly to contemplate.

“And was confirmed to us by those who heard Him”, it suggests that the author and receiver of the Epistle to the Hebrews had never personally heard the word that the Lord preached on the earth, but had heard the report of His disciples (those who had heard) to them (see 2Pet. 1:16; 1John 1:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our danger does not lie in the denial of the effect of salvation, but the “neglect” of it ---- walk unworthy of the calling we have been called (see Eph. 4:1).

2) The salvation is gifted by God. He who neglects the salvation does not honor the God who grants the gift. 

3) The salvation that the Lord shall reward those who believe Him is “such a great salvation”. We are unable to enjoy them all with our whole lifetime.

4) The greater grace we have received, the more duties we will have to perform. We shall not receive His grace in vain (2Cor. 6:1). 

5) If man has really known of the full glory and greatness of salvation, he will naturally be drawn near and sell all whatever he has with joy and buy such a pearl of great value (see Matt. 13:45-46).

6) The gospel of salvation delivers the receivers from sins. However, those who neglect the gospel of salvation can not escape. 

7) Sin is a kind of bondage, which makes men lead an enslaved life. If one neglects the salvation, he cannot escape from sins and will be bound by sins. On the contrary, if man gives the more earnest heed to the truth of salvation (see v.1), he will be free and be a true man.

8) Though we that are born in the last days have no chance to hear the Lord’s word personally in the days of His flesh, we are still able to hear His word spoken to us in the Spirit through the Scriptures or the saints (see 2Pet. 1:21).

9) We shall cut in a straight line (2Tim. 2:15) the word in the Scriptures without misinterpretation. And we shall not despise but judge the word of preachers or others (1Thess. 5:20-22; 1Cor. 14:29; Acts 17:11).

Heb. 2:4 “God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?” 

YLT: “God also bearing joint-witness both with signs and wonders, and manifold powers, and distributions of the Holy Spirit, according to His will.”

Meaning of Words: “signs”: token; “wonders”: wonderful and amazing things; “various”: manifold, all; “miracles”: power, strength, mighty work; “gifts”: distribution, separation;
Literal Meaning: “God … according to His own will”, things that are mentioned as follows are according to the will of God instead of man’s purposeful arrangement. 

  “With signs and wonders, with various miracles”, the meanings of the three words are similar to one another ---- all of them refer to the works of God with different emphases respectively. “Sign” emphasizes that it is out of God’s “hand”; “wonder” emphasizes that “the thing” itself is wonderful; “various miracles” emphasize the “power” is uncommon. 

  “Gifts of the Holy Spirit”, it refers to the spiritual functions manifested in someone after he has received the Spirit. The Spirit divides the spiritual functions to each in particular as he pleases (see 1Cor. 12:4-11). 

  “Bearing witness both”, it indicates that signs and wonders and various miracles are for the purpose of helping those who preach the Lord’s words to bear witness and prove their preachment is out of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Signs and wonders and various miracles and gifts are given according to the will of God, and they cannot be done by any spiritual man according as he pleases. Therefore, if anyone thinks he has special spiritual gift and thus holds spiritual conference and work signs and wonders before the public, very possibly, it is false.
2) God is the “doer” of signs and wonders and various miracles and gifts. Once He moves His fingers, it is signs and wonders. If He does not work, all that men have done by hands are oddities with no profit.
3) The main function and purpose of signs and wonders and various miracles and gifts are bearing witness to God so as to make those who have seen and heard believe and obey God rather than worship men, which are opposed to the Charismatic Movement today. Some of them hold gain to be piety (1Tim. 6:5).

4) No matter the Lord speaks to man’s spirit personally, or proves by those who have heard Him (see v.3), God must beat witness by the Spirit to all the words of the Lord. That’s why we shall not ignore them. 

Heb. 2:5 “For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels.” 

YLT: “For not to messengers did He subject the coming world, concerning which we speak,”

Meaning of Words: “the world”: the habitable world;
Literal Meaning: “the world to come”: the world that will become the kingdom of Christ in the coming age (Rev. 11:15).

  “He has not put … of which we speak, in subjection to angels”, here it shows that the “world” mentioned here does not refer to the world before us at present, because the present world is delivered to the archangel (see Luke 4:5-6). Satan (who was the archangel originally) has now still occupied this world (see John 12:31; 1John 5:19). 

  “The world to come”, God puts the world to come in subjection to men who are a little lower than the angels, namely, we who have received such a great salvation by faith and will reign with Christ (2Tim. 2:12; Rev. 22:5).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When man was created, the will of God was making man retake the ruling power of the world from the hand of Satan (see Gen. 1:26-27). However, because of man’s being deceived and corruption, he cannot accomplish the will of God. Therefore, it shall be fulfilled by Christ (see v.6-10). 

2) Our hope does not lie in the present world, but the coming world. The world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity (1John 2:17).

3) And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of mind, that you may prove what the good and acceptable and perfect will of God (Rom. 12:2).

4) We believers shall pray to hasten the fulfillment of the coming world: “let your kingdom come, let your will be done as in heaven as upon the earth” (Matt. 6:10). 

Heb. 2:6 “But one testified in a certain place, saying: "What is man that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man that You take care of him?” 

YLT: “and one in a certain place did testify fully, saying, `What is man, that Thou art mindful of him, or a son of man, that Thou dost look after him?”

Meaning of Words: “mindful”: remember; “take care of”: observe, look out, go to see; 

Literal Meaning: “but one testified in a certain place, saying”, “in a certain place”: the three verses from verse six to eight are quoted from the Book of Psalm (8:4-6); “testify”: the scriptures manifest the will of God’s creation of man ---- have dominion over all the creation of God (see Gen. 1:26, 28). However, since the first Adam has fallen and been corrupted, we do not yet see all things put under him (see v.8). The will of God on man shall be accomplished by the last Adam ---- Christ Jesus. Besides, He shall make those who have believed His salvation have dominion over all things. The following word is prophesying how the will of God upon man is fulfilled. 

“What is man that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man that You take care of him?” It indicates that man is truly unworthy of God’s special care according to the feeble nature. However, God has actually lifted men higher than the angels

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Either man highly lifts himself or he will underestimate himself. However, both are not proper attitudes for Christians. 

2) Truly we are nothing according to our own nature and strength. However, we own coming glory according to God’s will and arrangement upon us. Let us turn our eyes from the present age to the future and from ourselves to Him and from the external to the internal ---- Christ has become the hope of glory in us (Col. 1:27).

Heb. 2:7 “You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, And set him over the works of Your hands.” 

YLT: “Thou didst make him some little less than messengers, with glory and honour Thou didst crown him, and didst set him over the works of Thy hands,”

Literal Meaning: “You have made him a little lower than the angels”, “him” refers to man; “little”: man is indeed little than the spiritual angels according to the physical form and infinite power in the flesh. 

“You have crowned him with glory and honor”, this verse describes the condition that those who believe the Lord shall attain to. “Glory”: the beauty and glory radiated from the connotation. “Honor”, it puts emphasis on the glory the position has manifested. “Crowned”: God’s reward for man. 

“And set him over the works of Your hands.” “set over… Your hands”: it is the word of your hands, namely, all things; “set him over”: it points that we shall sit on the throne with Christ and have dominion over all things;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our estimation of man’s value shall not be according to his present condition, but his future. Therefore, for the sake of Christ, the Scriptures teach us not to be with respect of persona (James 2:1).

2)  Though man’s physical shape is inferior to the angels, he has more glorious and honorable future than the angels, for man was created according to man’s form and was enabled to have part in the divine life and disposition. In the end, we shall be like Him (1John 3:2) and sit on the throne with Him and have dominion over all things. 

Heb. 2:8 “You have put all things in subjection under his feet." For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him.” 

YLT: “all things Thou didst put in subjection under his feet,' for in the subjecting to him the all things, nothing did He leave to him unsubjected, and now not yet do we see the all things subjected to him,”

Literal Meaning: “put all things in subjection under his feet”, it continues above verse; “in subjection under his feet”: be subject to the domination; 

  “For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him”, “all”: all the creation. This verse indicates that every created being should be subject to men in normal condition since God has ordained that all shall be put in subjection under him. 

“But now we do not yet see all things put under him”, “now”: the world manifested before us; “we do not yet see”, it means that the above-mentioned prophecy has not been fulfilled. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All things shall be put in subjection under our feet. Though we may fall into difficulty today, if we trust in God wholly, we will surpass the environment and lead a victorious life.

2) “We do not yet see”, though we cannot see the promise of God by our physical eyes, if we see by the eyes of faith, we shall see from afar off and run the race that lies before us (Heb. 11:13).

Heb. 2:9 “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.” 

YLT: “and him who was made some little less than messengers we see -- Jesus -- because of the suffering of the death, with glory and honour having been crowned, that by the grace of God for every one he might taste of death.”

Literal Meaning: “but we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels”, “but”, it leads to the following word utterly opposite to the former word ---- though man had failed, only the Lord Jesus on the status of man had fulfilled the preordained will of God on man. “Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels”: Jesus in the flesh; 

“For the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor”, “the suffering of death”, it refers to the suffering of shedding blood on the cross, including the suffering of being rejected by God temporarily (see Matt. 27:46). “With honor”, it refers to his honorable position after His resurrection and ascension; “glory”: the divine and human glory He has manifested through resurrection; “crown”, it refers to his being accepted by God.  

“That He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone”, “everyone”: not only all men in the world, but also all the creation in the original; “taste the death for everyone”: the redemption He has accomplished has reconciled all things to God (see Col. 1:20). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What man has failed to fulfill has been accomplished in the Lord Jesus who is in the flesh. He has pointed out the only way for we believers to glory and honor ---- empty himself and take a bondman’s form and be humble and obedient, even the death of the cross (Phil. 2:7-8).

2) What the Lord Jesus has accomplished in humanity has made us who are little lower than the angels able to attain to it in like manner. The divinity of the Lord Jesus has guaranteed us to be glorified with Him. Therefore, we shall seek the growth in life more and let Him fill us more. 

3) He who humbles first shall be lifted up afterwards. He who had dead first shall be glorified then. This is the spiritual principle ordained by God. If we desire to be glorified with Him, we shall firstly suffer with Him first (see Rom. 8:17).

4) It is not an easy matter of “tasting the death”. We cannot do it through our own will and strength. Therefore, we need abundant “grace” of God to dwell upon me (see 2Cor. 12:9).

5) What you sow is not quickened unless it die (1Cor. 15:36). We who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh (2Cor. 4:11). 

Heb. 2:10 “For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” 

YLT: “For it was becoming to Him, because of whom the all things, and through whom the all things, many sons to glory bringing, the author of their salvation through sufferings to make perfect,”

Meaning of Words: “captain”: author, prince, chief leader; “perfect”: complete, consummate; “fitting”: comely;
Literal Meaning: “for whom are all things and by whom are all things”, here it refers to God who created all things; and all things are created for God (Rev. 4:11). Therefore, all things in the universe are of Him. All things are of Him (Rom. 11:36; 2Cor. 8:6), and He is the originator of all things.

“In bringing many sons to glory”, “many sons”: all those who have become the sons of God because of faith throughout the past generations (Rom. 8:14-16); “to glory”: be with God forever in the glory of God’s manifestation (see Col. 3:4; 1Cor. 2:7; 1Thess. 2:12).

“To make the captain of their salvation”, “the captain of their salvation” refers Jesus Christ who is the author (see Heb. 12:2) and forerunner (see Heb. 6:20) of our salvation. He has not only fulfilled the salvation for us but also led us to attain to the ultimate goal of the salvation perfectly. 

“For it was fitting for Him … perfect through sufferings”, “perfect”, it does not mean that his nature and character are imperfect and will become perfect through sufferings, but means that suffering makes his life experience complete and perfect (see v.18). “It was fitting”, since he had such experience, he was fitting to be our captain of the salvation and lead us into glory.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He is the one “for whom are all things and by whom are all things”. We live for Him and by Him. All that we are and we have are supposed to be for Him and by Him.

2) He is the one “for whom are all things”. The whole man of us ---- mind, thoughts, words and actions ---- shall be for Him. All that we have ---- family, money, talent and position ---- shall also be for Him.

3) He is also the one “by whom are all things”. We can do nothing without Him (John 15:5), so we shall rely on Him in everything. 

4) Anyone shall firstly become the child of God before entering into glory, for the glorious presence of God is prepared for His own children.

5) In order to become the captain of the salvation of God’s children and lead them into glory, the Lord Jesus alone has firstly suffered and become perfect. Though many tribulations, we those who follow Him must enter into the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22).

6) The Lord Jesus is the captain of our salvation. He has personally walked the way on which He shall also lead us to walk. Therefore, He is clear about the situations on the way and has made full preparations for us. We will surely reach the destination as long as we follow after Him.

7) Since He is the captain, He will take our full responsibilities and resolve all the difficulties of those who follow Him and provide all that we need. However, we shall utterly obey the commands of the captain in faith, and often appropriate His provision through prayers. 

Heb. 2:11 “For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren,” 

YLT: “for both he who is sanctifying and those sanctified all of one, for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,”

Literal Meaning: “for both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified”, “He who sanctifies”: Jesus Christ who makes believers sanctified by Him (see Heb. 10:10); “those who are being sanctified”: we believers; he delivers us for the purpose separating us from the world and unto God (see John 17:14-19). 

“Are all of one”, “one” refers to God the Father; the Lord and us are of the same God the Father in resurrection (see Heb. 1:5; 1Pet. 1:3). 

“For which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren”, “He … call them brethren”, the Lord Jesus called His disciples brothers after His resurrection (Matt. 28:10; John 20:17); “not ashamed”: it is natural and justified; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The salvation of the Lord Jesus will make us “sanctified” wholly (1Thess. 5:23).

2) We believers’ sanctification does not lie in our own strength, but in the one “who sanctifies”, namely, the Lord in whom we trust.

3) Since the Lord and are of one, how he sanctifies himself, we shall also be sanctified in like manner (John 17:19).

4) Though our condition is low, He is not even ashamed to call us brethren. Today, we shall confess Him and bear witness to Him before men so that He shall also confess us and bear witness to us before the Father in the heavens in the future (see Matt. 10:32-33).

Heb. 2:12 “saying: "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You."” 

YLT: “saying, `I will declare Thy name to my brethren, in the midst of an assembly I will sing praise to Thee;' and again, `I will be trusting on Him;'”

Literal Meaning: “saying”, the word in this verse is quoted from the Book of Psalm (22:22). 

“"I will declare Your name to My brethren”, “Your name” refers to the name of the Father; name represents the being of God the Father; therefore, the declaration of the Father is the revelation of God the Father to all the brethren. 

After the Lord’s resurrection, He had especially mentioned “ascending to my Father and your Father, and my God and your God” (John 20:17).

“In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You”. “In the midst of the assembly”: in the gathering of believers, namely, in the church; and the assembly here especially refers to the assembly of the firstborn registered in heaven (Heb. 12:22-23). “Praise you”: praise and worship God; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The works of Christ in the church not only bring God to us to let us know more about God but also bring us to God and give glory to God. 

2) Our true worship toward God is according to true knowledge about God. And knowledge is before worship. 

Heb. 2:13 “And again: "I will put My trust in Him." And again: "Here am I and the children whom God has given Me."” 

YLT: “and again, `Behold I and the children that God did give to me.'”

Literal Meaning: “and again”, the following word is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (12:2).

“"I will put My trust in Him."” It indicates that we shall trust in Him. This is the declaration of the risen Lord that He always trusted in God the Father when he was incarnated and still trusts in God on the way of leading many sons into glory. 

“And again”, the following word is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (8:18).

“"Here”, this is a victorious declaration to all in a joyful tone. 

“Am I and the children whom God has given Me."” This is the display of the victory before all. We are the testimony of His victory. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Even the risen Lord needs to trust in God to lead us, let alone we believers!

2) Both the initiation and fulfillment are of God. No matter to what degree we have attained, we need always trust in Him. 

Heb. 2:14 “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,” 

YLT: “Seeing, then, the children have partaken of flesh and blood, he himself also in like manner did take part of the same, that through death he might destroy him having the power of death -- that is, the devil --”

Meaning of Words: “have partaken of”: be partaker, distribute, communicate; “shared”: participate, pertain, take part; “destroy”:; annul, abolish, do away, become of no effect, fail;

Literal Meaning: “inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same”, “children”, those whom God has given to the Lord Jesus are the children of God who are preordained to be saved by God (see v.13); “flesh and blood”: the physical body of man; “have partaken of flesh and blood”, it indicates that He has put on the physical body of man. 

  If Christ has not shared in the same flesh and blood of himself, he will not die nor accomplish the redemption. Therefore, it is necessary of Him to put on the man’s physical body. 

“That through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil”, “had the power of death”: have the power of darkness of death, which is also called “the power (or gates) of hell” (see Matt. 16:18); “destroy him who had the power of death”, it indicates that he has crushed the head of the devil (see Gen. 3:15; 1John 3:8) and take the keys of death and hades (Rev. 1:18) through the death on the cross. Finally, death and hades have no use and are only cast into the lake of fire with the devil (Rev. 20:10, 14). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus has partaken of flesh and blood and thus becomes a living man for the purpose of going through death and destroying the power of death. It is so amazing that the Lord died in his physical life and yet has fulfilled the purpose of God through death. 

2) The destruction of Satan had been declared on Golgotha, and Christ will finally destroy it. 

Heb. 2:15 “and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 

YLT: “and might deliver those, whoever, with fear of death, throughout all their life, were subjects of bondage,”

Meaning of Words: “release”: deliver, set free;
Literal Meaning: “fear of death”, it refers to the fear of the power behind darkness, not the fear of death itself (he who commits suicide fears life, not death).

  The function of Christ’s cross has not only cleaned our sins but also dealt with our sin through crucifying our old man with Christ on the cross so that we are set free instead of being bondmen of sin (Luke 4:18; Gal. 5:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Fear of death” is the common difficult of men. Even some Christians may also fear when they are faced with the threat of “aging, disease and death”. Only those who trust in Him with whole heart will enjoy true rest. 

2) We believers’ attitude toward death is the touchstone of whether we have value in our lifetime. He who fears death lives for himself, so he has no value of life. He who does not fear death lives for others, so his lifetime is valuable (see Phil. 1:21-24). 

Heb. 2:16 “For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham.” 

YLT: “for, doubtless, of messengers it doth not lay hold, but of seed of Abraham it layeth hold,”

Meaning of Words: “give aid to”: hold, take, keep;
Literal Meaning: “He does not give aid to angels”, it indicates that the salvation of the cross has nothing to do with the angels and the fallen angels will never be forgiven (see 2Pet. 2:4).

“But He does give aid to the seed of Abraham”, there are two aspects of meaning of “the seed of Abraham”: 1) Israel, the selected servant of God (see Is. 41:8-9); 2) those who walk in the step of the faith (Rom. 4:12-13; see John 8:39).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is the key verse of denying those who believe “the Universal Salvation” ---- they believe that all created beings will be saved in the coming eternity, including the fallen angels. However, if the Lord Jesus did not give aid to the angels or men in the world, how could they be saved?

2) The salvation of Christ only comes upon those who are on the principle of faith ---- these are Abraham's sons (Gal. 3:7). 

Heb. 2:17 “Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.” 

YLT: “wherefore it did behove him in all things to be made like to the brethren, that he might become a kind and stedfast chief-priest in the things with God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people,”

Meaning of Words: “make propitiation”: make expiation, make reconciliation for, make atonement for;
Literal Meaning: “therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren”, “all things”: all experiences and feelings of a man except for sins (see Heb. 4:15);

“That He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God”, “merciful”: have sympathy for; “faithful”: faithfulness toward God; “High Priest”: his duty is to be the mediator between God and men (see Heb. 7:22; 8:6).

“To make propitiation for the sins of the people”, the chief work of the High Priest is making propitiation for the sins of the people (see Heb. 7:27) and put away our sins (Heb. 9:26) so that we shall be accepted by God (Heb. 10:21-22).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The humanity of Christ cannot be separated from His works. If Christ has not been made like His brethren, he will be unable to stand in the position of sinners to make atonement for men’s sins.

2) He is the merciful High Priest, for He not only makes propitiation for our sins but also makes intercessions for us before God (see Heb. 7:25). He is the faithful High Priest, for He is utterly in God’s business (see Luke 2:48).

Heb. 2:18 “For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.” 

YLT: “for in that he suffered, himself being tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted.”

Meaning of Words: “aid”: help, relieve;
Literal Meaning: “for in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted”, it indicates that the Lord had been temped by the devil in his flesh and suffered the afflictions caused by the temptations. 

“He is able to aid those who are tempted”, “aid”, it the original, it means that a mother comes to her baby at a trot to take care of him as soon as she hears the crying of the baby. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus had been tempted and more than conquerors (see Matt. 4:1-11). Therefore, He is able to aid those who are tempted.

2) When we are fallen into temptations and sufferings, we shall remember that the Lord Jesus had also been tempted. Therefore, he is able to understand us and sympathize with us and be merciful to us ---- he knows how to meet our need.   

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

So Great a Salvation

A. Those who inherit the salvation are so great (see 1:14);

B. The Lord who preaches and fulfills the salvation is so great (v.4);

C. The proof of the salvation is so great (v.3-4);

D. The glory that the salvation makes us inherit is so great (v.5-10);

So Great a Salvation

A. The origin is great ---- the salvation fulfilled by the holy Trinity (v.3-4);

B. The sacrifice is great ---- the suffering of death (v.9a);

C. The sphere is great ---- taste death for everyone (v.9b);

D. The effect is great ---- sanctify (v.11), release (v.15) and aid those who are tempted (v.18);

The Eternal Counsel that God Had Preordained Concerning Man Has Been Fulfilled on the Human Jesus

A. God’s glorious counsel concerning man:

1. God has especially chosen man to be His vessel in all things (v.6);

2. God has chosen man to be the manifestation of His infinite glory (v.7a);

3. God has chosen man to be His great ruler (v.7b);

4. God has chosen man to be the heir of all things (v.5);

5. God will raise men and put all in subjection under him (v.8);

B. A glorious vision ---- Jesus has perfectly fulfilled the glorious future of man (v.9a):

1. Jesus has been crowned with glory and honor.

2. Jesus comes to be man to fulfill the glorious future of man.

3. The way of victory is to look upon Jesus who is in glory.

C. The cross is the only way that Jesus has fulfilled the glorious prospect of man:

1. The suffering of the cross crowned Jesus glory and honor (v.9b).

2. The suffering of the cross is a kind of all-inclusive death ---- the great effect of the atonement of the cross. 

3. The suffering of the cross made Jesus perfect (v.10). 

What is Man that You Are Mindful of Him?

A. Man is a little lower than the angels (v.6-7a).

B. Man is subject to bondage through fear of death (v.15);

C. Man suffers because of temptation (v.18);

D. Man has been sanctified because of the death of the Lord Jesus (v.11);

E. Man has been released because of the death of the Lord Jesus (v.15);

F. Man has been aided when he is tempted, for the Lord Jesus had been tempted (v18.);

G. Man shall enter into glory under the guidance of the Lord Jesus (v.10);

H. Man shall sing praise to God with the Lord in the midst of the assembly (v.12);

The Redemption of Christ in the Past, at Present and in the Future

A. In the past:

1. Humble himself ---- who was made a little lower than the angels (v.9).

2. Be incarnated ---- He Himself shared in the same flesh and blood (v.14).

3. In all things He had to be made like His brethren (v.17).

4. He suffered because of temptations (v.18).

5. He was made perfect through sufferings (v.10).

6. He suffered death and tasted death for everyone (v.9).

7. Through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil (v.14).

B. At present:

1. He is now crowned with glory and honor (v.9).

2. He sanctifies those who believe Him through the death of the cross (v.11).

3. He brings the life relationship between the Holy Father as well as the Holy Son and believers (v.11-13).

4. He releases those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (v.15).

5. He is the High Priest in the heavens and puts away the sins of believers (v.16-17).

6. He is able to aid those who are tempted (v.18).

C. In the future:

1. The coming world is put in subjection to Christ and believers (v.5).

2. Believers shall be crowned with glory and honor (v.7a);

3. Christ will be over all things and all things will be put in subjection under believers (v.7-8);

4. Christ will bring many sons to glory (v.10);

5. All believers shall sing praise to God in the heaven forever and ever (v.11-13);

6. Christ will finally destroy the devil (v.14);

The Relationship of the Lord Jesus with Us

A. He is for us ---- taste death for “everyone” (v.9);

B. He saves us ---- make the captain of “their” salvation (v.10b);

C. He brings us ---- bringing “many sons” to glory (v.10b);

D. He makes us… ---- He who “sanctifies” (v.11a);

E. He calls us ---- call “them” brethren (v.11b);

F. He releases us ---- release “those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (v.15);

G. He condescends to us ---- in all things He had to be made like “His brethren” (v.17);

H. He aids us ---- aid “those who are tempted” (v.18);

The Sufferings of the Lord Jesus 

A. The suffering in his lifetime ---- be made perfect through sufferings (v.10);

B. The suffering of temptation ---- He has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted (v.18);

C. The suffering of death ---- be crowned with glory and honor for the sake of the suffering of death (v.9);

Jesus Becomes the Captain of the Salvation in Order to Bring Many Sons to Glory.

A. Through the Lord’s incarnation:

1. Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels (v.9);

2. Be made perfect through sufferings (v.10);

3. He Himself likewise shared in the same flesh and blood (v.14);

4. In all things He had to be made like His brethren (v.16).

5. He suffered because of being tempted (v.18).

B. Through the death of the Lord:

1. He tasted death for everyone (v.9).

2. He had destroyed him who had the power of death, that is, the devil (v.14).

3. He had released those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage (v.15).

C. Through the resurrection of the Lord:

1. He has obtained glory and honor in resurrection (v.9).

2. He is the captain in resurrection and leads many sons into glory (v.10).

3. The risen life shows that he and believers are of one (v.11).

4. In the risen life, he and believers are jointed and become the heavenly assembly (v.12-13).

5. He has become the merciful and faithful High Priest in resurrection and is able to aid those who are tempted (v.16-18).

The Effect of the Substituted Death of the Son of Man

A. It is fitting of the death of Christ (v.10).

B. The death of Christ sanctifies man (v.11a).

C. The death of Christ makes men become the sons of God (v.11b-13).

D. The death of Christ destroys him who had the power of death (v.14).

E. The death of Christ releases those who fear death (v.15).

F. The death of Christ makes Him the merciful and faithful High Priest (v.16-17).

G. The death of Christ enables Him to aid those who are tempted (v.18).

The Reason Why the Lord Shared in the Same Flesh and Blood

A. He Himself likewise shared in the same flesh and blood (v.14).

B. In all things He had to be made like His brethren (us) (v.17).

C. So that we shall be the same with Him in the future ---- “He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one” (v.11). 

Hebrews Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the Apostle, Who is More Excellent than Moses

A. Jesus is counted worthy of more glory than Moses (v.1-6);

1. Christ is the apostle, who was faithful as Moses (v.1-2).

2. Christ who built the house has more honor than Moses who is the house (v.3-4).

3. Christ is the Son, who is more excellent than the servant Moses (v.5-6).

B. The people of Israel that Moses led could not enter into the rest (v.7-19);

1. The people of Israel tempted God and provoked against God and thus could not enter into the rest (v.7-11).

2. If we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, we will become partakers of Christ ---- namely, enter into the rest (v.12-15).

3. The people of Israel followed Moses forty years in the wilderness, and yet could not enter into the rest because of unbelief (v.16-19). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 3:1 “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,” 

YLT: “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider the apostle and chief priest of our profession, Christ Jesus,”

Meaning of Words: “holy”: sanctified, separated; “consider”: think with one’s heart; “Apostle”: the ambassador, the one who is sent;

Literal Meaning: “therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling”, “therefore”, the word unveils that the following exhortation is based on the previous words. 

  “Partakers of”, it contains a meaning of having part of a particular privilege and blessing; “heavenly calling” carries two meaning: 1) the calling comes from the heaven; 2) the calling that calls us to the heaven; “partakers of the heavenly calling”, the author of this book seems to purposefully make a comparison between we believers and the people of Israel who followed Moses out of Egypt. What they shall receive is earthly inheritance, and what we believers in the New Testament shall receive is heavenly unshaken inheritance (see Heb. 12:22-28).

  “Holy”, the word originally describes the holy nature of God, and then it is used to describe all men or things that are of God, e.g. the saints, the holy temple, and the holy day etc. Here the word is applied to describe brethren; “brethren” refer to believers who are of God and have the divine life (see Heb. 2:11). “Holy brethren”, it indicates that we have not only the objective sanctified position ---- saints (see 1Cor. 1:2) but also the subjective life potential (1Thess. 5:23). 

  “Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus”, “consider”, it is an emphatic and strong word in the original, which means concentrating on one certain thing. Therefore, we have to consider seriously and carefully with heart; “our confession”, it is not only believing with heart but also confession with mouth (see Rom. 10:9-10).

  “The Apostle”, who is sent by God, and represents God before men or brings God to men; “High Priest”: represent those who are of God and bring us to God and fulfill the ministry of the mediator (see Heb. 7:21-15; 8:1, 6); “the Apostle and High Priest”, there is only one definite article “the”, which indicates that the two nouns describe the same person, namely, Jesus, for He has two ministries with different nature. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The purpose of “the heavenly calling” is making us press forward and become a heavenly man. Things on the earth are merely for the purpose of keeping our living so that we will be enabled to run the heavenly race. Therefore, we shall not always be occupied by earthly things so as to change our goals of pursuit.

2) We Christians are those “who are called by the heavenly calling”. Though our status and occupations on the earth are different, we have the same “heavenly calling”, namely, taking the will of the one who called us as our “heavenly occupation” throughout our life and work for His will.

3) All those who are called by “the heavenly calling” have obtained heavenly life and power and lived out the heavenly life. If we desire to be real people of the heavenly kingdom, we shall apply the heavenly life and power that we have received. 

4) “Holy brethren”, it is not only a kind of respectful address but also the experience that we believers are supposed to have in spirit and life.

5) The salvation of Christ separates us from the world so that we are not of the world though we are still in the world (John 17:14-19), and that we shall be sanctified and serviceable to the Master (2Tim. 2:21).

6) We must understand we have been sanctified in Christ, which makes us enter into the Holy of holies with boldness so as to be ruled by and filled with the holiness of God.

7) Many saints feel anguished and hate them and do not know how to live out the holy and heavenly life. Their mistakes consist in seeing themselves and relying on their own power instead of meditating upon Jesus. The only way of us is meditating upon Jesus everyday. 

8) For as he thinks in his soul, so is he (Pro. 23:7). The faith of Christians shall be fulfilled in our works from “mind” first. 

9) We do not consider ourselves, but consider our Savior the Lord Jesus Christ. We do not consider things on the earth, but consider what He has fulfilled for us. The more we consider Him, the more will we be like Him. The more we consider what He has accomplished, the more will we have boldness and not be discouraged.

10) The word “consider” stems from the word “star” in Latin, which means “observe” in the original. The astronomers have to observe with long patience and dedicated attention in quiet time in order to understand the stars in the heavens. Shall we not pay more attention to consider and observe the wonderful Jesus who sits in the heavens and live in us?

11) When believers live on the earth, we may often be confronted with many changeable environments (including various men or things), which make us not know what to do. However, we need not consider too much, but focus on Jesus.

12) The Lord Jesus Christ is “the apostle”. He is the supreme apostle. All the ministries of other apostles are of Him.

13) The Lord Jesus is the Apostle as well as High Priest. He represents God as well as believers. He is the mediator of God and men ---- fulfill the ministry God has entrusted to Him and bring believers into perfection.

14) The Lord Jesus is the Apostle as well as High Priest. He was sent to come to the earth and is still in the heavens (John 3:13). He is that heavenly ladder connecting the heavens and the earth (see Gen. 28:12; John 1:51), connecting God and men. 

Heb. 3:2 “who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house.” 

YLT: “being stedfast to Him who did appoint him, as also Moses in all his house,”

Meaning of Words: “appointed”: commit, make, cause; “faithful”: trustworthy, trustful, sure; “house”: dwelling, temple, home;
Literal Meaning: “who was faithful to Him who appointed Him”, “Him”: Jesus (see v.1)”; “appoint”, here it expresses two characteristics of the Lord Jesus: 1) he was incarnated and came upon the earth and had perfect humanity; 2) His works are for the purpose of fulfilling what God has entrusted to Him. 

  “Who appointed Him”: God, who had appointed Him before ages of time (Heb. 1:2), and appointed Him again when he came upon the earth (Luke 2:16, 35), and made Him Lord and Christ when he was risen and ascended into the heavens (Acts 2:26); “was faithful”, it indicates that he is about the business of the Father who is in the heavens (Luke 2:48) and does everything according to the will of the Father, not His own will (Matt. 26:39).

“As Moses also was faithful in all His house”, “as”, it refers to the comparison between Jesus and Moses. “Moses” was appointed by God to bring the people of Israel out of Egypt (1Sam. 12:6), who typifies the “apostle” ministry of Christ (see v.1) and preaches the word of God in the times of the Old Testament. “All His house”: the sum of God’s elect, namely, the people of Israel, who typifies the church in the times of the New Testament; “faithful”, God personally bears witness to Moses (Num. 12:7).

Note that the writer has mentioned “house” repeatedly from verse one to six (about seven times). The word in the original refers to the material house as well as family members. Here the writer purposefully directs the readers from materials to spiritual reality.

Moses and Christ are both “faithful”. The difference lies in their positions ---- Moses is the servant of the house of God (see v.5) but Christ is the Son. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The greatest characteristic of Jesus as the Apostle (see v.1) is faithfulness toward God. If our faith is established on His faithfulness, we will have perfect stronghold, for He must realize all the promises of God upon us faithfully and thus we will obtain the greatest power. 

2) When we live in the world, “faithfulness” is the most important prerequisite of our walking. No matter in family or working group, everyone therein is demanded to be utterly faithful.

3) God demands His each child to be faithful. Though it is not each believer that has great talent, or wise mind or strong body, we are able to be faithful. 

Heb. 3:3 “For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house.” 

YLT: “for of more glory than Moses hath this one been counted worthy, inasmuch as more honour than the house hath he who doth build it,”

Meaning of Words: “house”: family, family members; “glory”: value, honor; 

Literal Meaning: “for this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses”, “this One” refers to Jesus Christ; “than Moses”, it is the comparison between Moses and Jesus Christ; “worthy of more…”, it is not a comparison between good and bad, but a comparison of which is of more glory. “Glory”: the external brilliancy manifested out of the internal nature. “Of more glory”: be more appreciated by God (see John 5:44);  

“Inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house”, “house”: the house of God (see v.2, 5, 6). Moses, a member of the house of God, is able to represent the house of God. “He who built the house”, it refers to the one who builds the house of God ---- the one who builds the church, namely, Jesus Christ (Matt. 16:18); “honor”: appraisal given because of the external elements; this verse presents the first reason why Jesus is worthy of more honor. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The walking of Christians shall be not only right or just, but also valuable and counted worthy in God’s sight. 

2) No matter how spiritual a Lord’s servant is, he is merely member of the house of God. We shall in no wise take any servant of the Lord as a “super” man or even “idolize” him (Acts 14:11-15).

3) Someone says that the Lord’s servants are also those who build the house (see 1Cor. 3:10), so they are also different from common believers. In fact, all the saints have part in the building of the church (Eph. 4:12). Therefore, no matter the Lord’s servants or believers, all of them are the Lord’s vessels and materials that build the church without distinction. 

Heb. 3:4 “For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God.” 

YLT: “for every house is builded by some one, and He who the all things did build God,”

Meaning of Words: “house”: family, family members;

Literal Meaning: “for every house is built by someone”, “for”, it indicates that the “house” is different from “the one who builds the house”, because the house itself is not built spontaneously, but built by someone. 

“But He who built all things is God”, “all things”: the totality of all things. This verse clearly points that the previous “house” is just “all things” here and the one who builds is God Himself. 

Broadly speaking, the house is “all things”, and all the universe is the house that God dwells. However, this paragraph is spoken to “the holy brethren and partakers of heavenly calling” (v.1) and gives the exhortation that if we indeed hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end, we are the house of Him (see v.6). Therefore, narrowly speaking, the house can also be explained as the church. 

This verse explains that the Creator can not be confused with the created beings. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) All things exist for God. In other words, if it is not for God, all things have no value or necessity of existence. 

2) All things are for the purpose of serving and manifesting Christ in the hands of Christians. If anything can not be used to know of or obtain Christ, it should be counted as filth and loss (Phil. 3:7-8). 

Heb. 3:5 “And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward,” 

YLT: “and Moses indeed stedfast in all his house, as an attendant, for a testimony of those things that were to be spoken,”

Meaning of Words: “servant”: attendant, heat; “house”: family, family members; “testimony”: token, testify; 

Literal Meaning: “and Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant”, it is quoted from the Book of Numbers (12:7); “servant”: it is a comparison with the “son” in verse six. It indicates the second reason why Jesus is worthy of more glory than Moses (see v.3). 

  “Was faithful”, it corresponds to the “faithful” in verse two.  

“For a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward”, “those things which would be spoken afterward”: things concerning Christ and the church in the New Testament. Things in the Old Testament are the type of things in the New Testament. 

  This verse means the service of Moses as a servant is merely preparing work, which typifies things in the future, namely, the testimony of the work of the coming One. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Augustinus said, “The Old Testament is manifested in the New Testament, and the New Testament is hidden in the Old Testament”. We shall read the Old Testament in the sight of the New Testament and find out the truth of the New Testament from the Old Testament. 

2) The Lord Jesus said, “you search the scriptures, for you think that in them you have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me. And you will not come to me that you might have life” (John 5:39-40).

3) All thins happened to the people of Israel types, and have been written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are come (1Cor. 10:11). We shall draw some lessons when we read the scriptures. 

Heb. 3:6 “but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.” 

YLT: “and Christ, as a Son over his house, whose house are we, if the boldness and the rejoicing of the hope unto the end we hold fast.”

Meaning of Words: “house”: family, family members; “confidence”: frankness, assurance, boldness; “firm”: grasp closely;  

Literal Meaning: “but Christ as a Son over His own house”, “over His own house”, it means governing and overseeing the house of God; “the house of God”: the church of the living God (1Tim. 3:15). 

  Note that the house of God has been mentioned four times from verse one to six, which shows that the salvation of Christ does not aim at any individual in the council of God, but will obtain a group of men to be joint heirs and a joint body and joint partakers of promise (Eph. 3:6), namely, the church. 

“Whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end”, “the rejoicing of the hope”, once we have believed the gospel, we have the hope of glory on account of the indwelling Christ (Col. 1:27; 1Thess. 1:3); “confidence”: the faith in Jesus Christ and the assurance of one’s future; “firm to the end”: keep steadfast to the end; 

“Whose house we are”, “whose house”: the house of God composed of all the children of God (Eph. 2:19; 1Pet. 2:5);

The first six verses mentions four aspects of truth that Christ is of more glory than Moses: 1) Christ is the Creator, and Moses is a creature; 2) Christ is the Son of God, and Moses is the servant of God; 3) Christ is above the whole house of God, and Moses is in the house of God; 4) Christ is over the house of God, and Moses is faithful in the house of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Apparently, it is the workers, elders and ministers that are over the church. Actually, it is the Son of God Jesus Christ that is over the church. The church is in the hand of the Lord (see Rev. 1:20). 

2) Christ as a Son is over the house of God. Not only the church but also every believer is the house of God (1Cor. 6:19). All those who are of Christ and are faithful in the house of God will be willing to devote them and let Christ rule them in them.

3) Christ is over His house by dwelling in us. Therefore, we shall pay attention to the inner spiritual reality instead of apparent things. He who does outwardly is not; but he who does inwardly is; in spirit, not in letter (see Rom. 2:28-29).

4) True faith makes one hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end in any tribulation or trial.

5) Christians shall not only stand by faith but also walk by faith. We shall live by faith everyday.

6) In spiritual war, the boldness of faith and the rejoicing of the hope are essential. He who has no hope of victory or faith can not conquer.

7) If we resist the enemy with boldness, we shall firstly have the rejoicing of hope and confidence. If our faith is filled with joy, our hope lies in the glory of God and we will more than conquer. 

8) The reason of believers’ returning backward and being stumbled lies in their failure in “holding fast to the end”. The secrets and elements of believers’ victory are “holding fast to the end”.

9) Steadfastness and perseverance are characters that Christians are supposed to have. Many believers are raised by God and become zealous for a time. However, they will gradually lose the love toward God and be unable to hold fast to the end, for they have no perseverance. 

10) “Perseverance” is the most important attitude and heart for us to have part in the house of God. He who holds fast to the end is the house of God.

11) The church is the house of God, and is the habitation of God. We also are built together in Christ for a habitation of God in spirit (Eph. 2:19-22). 

Heb. 3:7 “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you will hear His voice,” 

YLT: “Wherefore, (as the Holy Spirit saith, `To-day, if His voice ye may hear --”

Literal Meaning: “therefore, as the Holy Spirit says”, “therefore”, the following words are connected with the context. “As the Holy Spirit”, it indicates the words in the scriptures is the words in spirit; “says”, the original word is “voice”. The words from verse seven to eleven are quoted from the Book of Psalm (95:7-11). 

  “Today, if you will hear His voice”, “today”: when we still live in the world; when we still live in the world, everyday is a chance to us given by God. 

  “If”, it indicates that we may hear or not hear His voice. The decisive power lies in us. God needs our cooperation through our will. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “As the Holy Spirit says”, it indicates that the words in the Scriptures are the words of the Spirit. It is the Spirit that puts His will into those who wrote the Scriptures so that the holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost (see 2Pet. 1:21). 

2) Every scripture is given by inspiration of God (2Tim. 3:16). Therefore, every verse is the revelation of God so that we shall know the will and purpose of God. When we come to the scriptures, we shall hear the words and voice of God in fear and obey the guidance of God to us. 

3) Only the Spirit is able to interpret the word of the Spirit (see 1Cor. 2:10-13). Therefore, if we desire to understand the word of the Spirit, we have to obey the Spirit and live utterly under the guidance of the Spirit. 

4) The first lesson that the Spirit shall teach us is to open our doors of heart to hear His voice. The Spirit cannot teach His words to us until we listen to Him quietly. The Spirit can only teach those who are willing to hear Him. 

5) He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 28; 3:6, 13, 22). 

6) It is a great thing that the people of Israel personally heard the voice of God. Today, how can we who are of God despise the voice of God without any judgment?

7) Man really needs to have right response to the message that God has reveled in Christ ---- since this message is the highest revelation of God, the result of either obedience or disobedience will be more serious than that in the Old Testament.

8) “Today”, it is the day that God speaks, and that God manifests His love, and that God grants grace, and that God forgives sins and lets men live new days. 

9) The past is our example, and today is our chance. Yesterday has passed away, and tomorrow is vague, and only today is in our hands.

10) God is a God of I AM THAT I AM and a God who lives forever and ever. In Him, there is no difference between the past and the future. Instead, everything in Him is at present. All the eternal blessings in Christ are determined by “today”. And believers receive and keep the word of God “today”. “Today” is the chance for believers to obtain all blessings of God. 

11) The word of God puts emphasis on “today”, but the word of Satan pays attention to “tomorrow” and man also prefers to “tomorrow”. And even the children of God delay things that should be done today until tomorrow because of the lack of faith, thinking that it is easier to believe and keep the word of God tomorrow. However, the Holy Spirit says that we shall hear and obey “today”.

12) The Spirit speaks at all times and moves men to trust and obey God utterly, for the grace of God is at present, and the work of the Spirit is at present. 

13) “Today, if you will hear His voice”, this is a very serious commandment that we have to hear and obey today rather than a privilege granted to us to make our own selection. 

Heb. 3:8 “Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness,” 

YLT: “ye may not harden your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of the temptation in the wilderness,”

Literal Meaning: “do not harden your hearts”, “harden your hearts”: it means that one hardens his heart without letting the voice of God work in his heart. 

  “Heart” not only refers to one’s emption but also the whole person of a man, including emotion, intellect and will according to the views of Hebrews upon heart. Therefore, “harden your hearts”, it refers to one’s antipathy to the voice of God in emotion, and disapproval of God’s voice in intellectually and opposition to God’s voice in will. 

“As in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the wilderness”, Meribah and Massah mean “rebellion” and “trial” in Hebrew (see Ps. 95:8; 106:32). The people of Israel there provoked God because of contention for water and tempted God, so that places were called Meribah and Massah (see Ex. 17:7; Num. 20:13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Delays and excuses may most easily make man’s heart hardened. All those who delay the inspiration of the Spirit today (see v.7) till tomorrow are just making their own hearts hardened, because excuses and delays only make one more difficult to obey and thus lose faith. 

2) “Do not harden your hearts”. If many things go through the ground of one’s heart, his heart will be trampled and hardened, thus becoming the ground “along the way” (Matt. 13:4) and leaving no ground for the word of God. 

3) If the heart of believers is choked by the cares of life and the deceitfulness of riches and pleasures of life (Luke 8:14), they will lose softness and meekness and become hardened so that the word of God cannot bear fruit.

4) Christians that love the Lord have a crisis of putting more emphasis on knowledge than receiving every word of God with a meek spirit (see Matt. 5:3). Thus, they will become insensitive in spirit and be unable to hear the voice of God. 

5) Someone tempts and tries God by His word to see how God accomplishes His word. Such motivation provoked God, and finally the word of God profits them nothing ---- it becomes the ground of their condemnation. 

6) A hardened heart makes one lose chances because of neglect. And passive neglect tends to become positive opposition. The external environment only helps one to manifest his inner condition. And every one shall finally be responsible for the condition of his heart. 

Heb. 3:9 “Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years.” 

YLT: “in which tempt Me did your fathers, they did prove Me, and saw My works forty years;”

Meaning of Words: “work”: toil, doing, labor, deed;

Literal Meaning: “where your fathers tested Me, tried Me”, “where”: in the wilderness; “your fathers” refer to the fathers of the people of Israel, namely, those who are brought out of Egypt by Moses; “tested Me, tried Me”: test Me in trial;

“And saw My works forty years”, “saw”: look on coldly; “works”: the word in Hebrew in the Old Testament is in the singular, and in Greek in the New Testament is in the plural, which refers to God’s many works; though God has many works, they are done for one purpose, namely, bringing them into the land of Canaan.

“Forty years”, this number in the Scriptures typifies temptation and trial. On one hand, they tempted God. And on the other hand, God tried them. Finally, that whole generation except for the two men could not enter into the land of Canaan (see Num. 14:29-32; Deut. 4:34-38).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we walk by sight instead of faith (see 2Cor. 5:7) and observe ourselves and environment by the earthly sight, it indicates that we have not trusted in God, but try to test whether God is worthy of reliance. Such mind makes God reject us and unwilling to work for us.

2) Possibly, we have followed God for “forty years” and have heard the voice of God and seen the works of God for many times. Apparently, we have known much biblical knowledge and experienced God’s guidance for many times, we are still “laymen” of Christ. How miserable!

Heb. 3:10 “Therefore I was angry with that generation, And said, "They always go astray in their heart, And they have not known My ways.'” 

YLT: “wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, Always do they go astray in heart, and these have not known My ways;”

Meaning of Words: “angry”: be grieved at, feel indignant at; “go astray”: err, wander, deceive, be out of the way; “ways”: journey, route, progress;

Literal Meaning: “therefore I was angry with that generation”, “that generation”: the generation of the Israel who fell in the wilderness, not men at any generation; however, if we see from the truth revealed in the Scriptures, the whole history of human beings is generations of unbelief and provocation of God. Therefore, we shall not think God was only angry with those who were in that generation and yet had nothing to do with us.  

“And said, "They always go astray in their heart, And they have not known My ways.'” “Always”: make mistakes unceasingly, not occasionally; “go astray”: totally lose the power of discernment; “have not known”: know not at all;

“Ways”, “works” in verse nine refer to labor and deed, and “ways” in this verse relate to the principle of the works. The people of Israel only knew the works of God, and yet Moses knew the ways of God (see Ps. 103:7).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All those who do not believe and despise the word of God are all those in whom God takes no pleasure and who are unable to enjoy the promise and good in God’s word.

2) If man falls into blindness in mind, he will utterly lose ability of judgment and be unable to know what he is supposed to know. Once the followers of the heresy falls into the trap, few of them will be able to awake and flee from it.

3) Though God had many different “works”, all of them are done according to certain “ways”, for God cannot deny Himself (2Tim. 2:13). The secret for believers to avoid God’s anger is to know more about God so as to grasp the ways of His works.

4) Believers shall know the ways of God’s works from the works and words of God written in the Scriptures so as not offend against God. 

5) Spiritual babies are unskilled in the word of righteousness. Only those who have grown up have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil (Heb. 5:13-14). Believers shall pursue the growth of life so as to know more about the ways of God.

Heb. 3:11 “So I swore in My wrath, "They shall not enter My rest."'” 

YLT: “so I sware in My anger, If they shall enter into My rest -- !')”

Literal Meaning: “so I swore in My wrath”, “swore”: it is a serious declaration. 

“"They shall not enter My rest."'” “Shall not”, it is very decisive and negative; “enter My rest”: enter the land of Canaan (see Deut. 12:9).

The Old Scriptures describe Canaan is a land of rest for Israel who will dwell restfully there (Deut. 12:10) without any disturbance from the enemies round about. However, in fact, such rest could be enjoyed only when the people of Israel heard the voice of God and do what is right in the eyes of Jehovah (see Jos. 21:44; 22:4; 23:1). Otherwise, though they lived in the land of Canaan, they had no rest (see Judge 2:13-15).  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The salvation of God not only brings us “out of” the land of Egypt but also leads us to “enter into” the land of Canaan. We shall not think it is sufficient that we have been saved, for there is a way for us to run after being saved. 

2) Those who have come out of Egypt and yet cannot enter into Canaan are more miserable than those who are in the world, for they lack both enjoyments in soul and in spirit in the wilderness (see Ex. 16:3; Num. 11:4-6).

3) Believers shall seek to enter into the rest of God, which is very much better. Only can those who have entered in enjoy the rest. However, if we desire to enter in, we shall not go astray in heart or even provoke God’s anger (see v.10). 

Heb. 3:12 “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;” 

YLT: “See, brethren, lest there shall be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in the falling away from the living God,”

Meaning of Words: “beware”: watch, look at, take heed; “evil”: hurtful, grievous, malicious; “depart”: remove, refrain, draw away, withdraw;

Literal Meaning: “beware, brethren”, “beware”: take care of not making the mistakes like the people of Israel in the Old Testament;

“Lest there be in any of you”, “lest”, this is a word repeatedly used in the words of exhortation in this book (see Heb. 2; 3:13; 4:1; 12:3, 15). “Of you”: of believers; “any of you”: it is in the singular, namely, anyone of you; this verse indicates that the mistakes that the people of Israel had made may also appear among believers. 

“An evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God”, “unbelief”: it is not only not believing but also refusing to believe. “Evil heart”: the wickedness of inner heart; “an evil heart of unbelief”: when evil and unbelief are jointed, there is no remedy. “The living God”, the living God is opposite to the idols made of wood and stone (Rev. 9:20); “depart”: turn away, apostatize; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Heart”: it is man’s function of receiving or refusing God and drawing near or forsaking God. One’s heart can either believe or not believe. 

2) One’s heart can be filled with either God or the world. The condition of our heart decides the life of our belief, because all that we enjoy and experience in Christ is decided by the condition of our heart.

3) If one has no God in his heart, the empty space will be occupied by wrong thoughts and evil ideas.

4) Unbelief is a kind of fault and will destroy life. Unbelief is a kind of evil as well as a kind of sin that leads men “to depart from the living God”.

5) If a Christian forsakes Christ whom he believes, he shall take more responsibility than the people of Israel who disobeyed Moses, for Christ is farther transcendent than Moses.

6) Many Christians have apparently not departed from God. However, the living true God (1Thess. 1:9) is not true in their sight. They put God outside of the sphere of their mind. Though they confess the existence of God by mouth, they walk as there is no God. 

Heb. 3:13 “but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” 

YLT: “but exhort ye one another every day, while the To-day is called, that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of the sin,”

Meaning of Words: “exhort”: encourage, comfort, remind near;

Literal Meaning: “but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today"”, “today”: when we still live in the world (see v.7), namely, “in the way” (Matt. 25:5); “daily”: often; “one another”: not one-sidedly; “exhort”: remind, encourage; 

  “Beware” in verse twelve is passive, and yet here the “exhort” is positive. 

“Lest any of you … through the deceitfulness of sin”, “lest”, here it refers to the purpose of exhorting one another is to prevent the things that are mentioned as below; “the deceitfulness of sin”, here it is the personification of sin (see Gen. 4:7; Rom. 7:17) ---- sin has the power of deceitfulness. 

“Be hardened”, it shows that the whole man has become hardened. “be hardened”, it contains a meaning that one has habitually caused such result on him, which indicates that one’s being hardened does not come into being suddenly, but is caused by his disobedience and rebellion against God for many times. 

This verse has pointed out the knowledge about “exhortation” of believers for one another:

1) “But exhort”, it is the heavenly responsibility that believers are supposed to fulfill. 

2) Exhort “while it is called ‘Today’”, it indicates that we have to catch the opportunity to exhort, for the chances will not return. 

3) Exhort “daily”, this is what believers are supposed to do everyday. 

4) Exhort “one other”, it reveals that each believer shall exhort others as well as receive the exhortations of others at the same time. 

5) “Lest any of you”, if we do not do so, someone will be stumbled.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we only care for ourselves, not only do others profit nothing but also that we ourselves will suffer loss. The spiritual conditions of each member in the body are closely related to other members.

2) The spiritual pursuit of Christians is not completed once for all. Therefore, we shall not stop exhorting one another all our life until we see the Lord. 

3) We have chances to receive the provision of God and depart from God “everyday”. Therefore, believers’ exhorting one another shall be fulfilled daily.

4) “Daily” has great relation with “today”. Every day, we have to receive and obey the Spirit Whom we have received and obeyed today. Our spiritual life can be grown only if we hear the voice of God everyday.

5) “Exhort one another”, it is the privilege and duty of every believer. However, many believers regard it as a compulsive or dispensable matter. No wonder that they are indifferent to one another and the spiritual conditions of the whole church are rather low.

6) Christians are supposed to exhort and warn one another daily in faith and obedience lest they should be deceived by sins and fall into insensibility of conscience and hardheartedness.  

Heb. 3:14 “For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,” 

YLT: “for partakers we have become of the Christ, if the beginning of the confidence unto the end we may hold fast,”

Meaning of Words: “partaker”: sharer, participant, partner, fellow;

Literal Meaning: “if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end”, “if”: in the original it is “if indeed”; “beginning”: the beginning of one’s faith; “confidence”: the confident faith that will not be submissive under any attack; “steadfast unto the end”: be not influenced by the vicissitudes and keep firm in faith ---- though one may severely lack strength, he still perseveres in standing, lest he fail for the lack of a final effort and perseverance. 

  “We have become partakers of Christ”, “have become partakers”, the tense indicates that we will always be in the state of His “partakers” once we have become partakers of Christ. 

  This verse shows that we are able to enjoy His rest only when “we have entered into His rest” (see v.11) and have become partakers of Christ. Otherwise, we cannot enter into His rest outside of Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Nothing can replace faith in spiritual things, for without faith Christ has nothing to do with us and all our works have no value.

2) The faith of Christians is “the beginning of confidence”, which is not only living in the beginning but also keeps growing continually and remains vigorous. 

3) True rest can be obtained only in Christ (see Matt. 11:28-30) by faith. Therefore we shall keep steadfast in faith.

4) Every spiritual blessing the in heavens are bestowed to us in Christ (Eph. 1:3). Therefore, we have everything as long as we are in Christ. Otherwise, we lose everything outside of Christ. 

5) Many Christians have lost the joy and peace and power that God has given to them in Christ on account of the unwillingness of utter trust in and reliance upon God. 

Heb. 3:15 “while it is said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion."” 

YLT: “in its being said, `To-day, if His voice ye may hear, ye may not harden your hearts, as in the provocation,'”

Literal Meaning: “today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts”, note that this is the third time that the word “today” is mentioned in this chapter. Therefore, today is crucially important in the sight of the writer of this epistle. 

“As in the rebellion”, “rebellion”: the days of the forty years in the wilderness (see v.8-9); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To all the Christians who are weak and fail to enter into the rest of God, whether they are able to overcome “despair” and “failure” is decided by their condition “today”.  

2) Man can never neglect the calling of God. Man has no other choice ---- either receive or refuse. 

Heb. 3:16 “For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?” 

YLT: “for certain having heard did provoke, but not all who did come out of Egypt through Moses;”

Literal Meaning: “for who, having heard, rebelled?” This is a rhetorical question, which is used to let readers think and obtain the same answer rather than answer the question.  
“Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?” “Was it not”, he leads to positive answer by negative words. “Led by Moses”, it connects the second half paragraph (v.7-19) with the first paragraph (v.1-6). And the whole chapter indicates that Christ as the Apostle is more excellent than Moses. 

Heb. 3:17 “Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness?” 

YLT: “but with whom was He grieved forty years? was it not with those who did sin, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness?”

Literal Meaning: “now with whom was He angry forty years?” “Forty years” manifested God’s forbearance and long-suffering (see Rom. 2:4; 3:25).  
“Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness?” “Corpses fell in the wilderness”, they had no good end, which unveils that it is terrible of sinning against God (see Heb. 12:25). 

Heb. 3:18 “And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?” 

YLT: “and to whom did He swear that they shall not enter into His rest, except to those who did not believe? --”

Meaning of Words: “obey”: disbelieve, obstinate; 

Literal Meaning: “and to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest”, “would not enter His rest”, it indicates that it is not that they would not enter into the rest, but they have surpassed the limit of God’s forbearance so that they have no chance any more. 

“But to those who did not obey?” “Not obey” is worse than “not believe”. “Not believe”, it refers to one’s inner condition; “not obey” means that one shows his unbelieving by actions. Therefore, the latter is more serious of its extent. 

Heb. 3:19 “So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.” 

YLT: “and we see that they were not able to enter in because of unbelief.”

Literal Meaning: “so we see that”, this is the conclusion of the three verses from sixteen to eighteen. 

  “They could not enter in because of unbelief”, “unbelief”, it means that they are unable to hold the beginning of their confidence steadfast to the end (see v.13). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Comparisons between the Lord Jesus and Moses

A. Both of them are apostles and are faithful to God (v.1-2).

B. Jesus is the One who builds the house, and Moses is only a part of the house (v.3-4).

C. Jesus is the Son of God, and Moses is the servant of God (v.5-6).

D. Jesus is over the house of God, and Moses is in the house of God (v.5-6).

E. Jesus is the reality of the coming things which would be spoken afterward, and Moses is for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward (v.5, 14).

Consider Jesus

A. He is the Apostle and High Priest (v.1).

B. He is faithful to Him who appointed Him (v.2).

C. He is the one who builds the house, who is counted worthy of more glory than Moses (v.3).

D. He is the Son of God over the house of God (v.6).

E. He is the object of faith. Those who hold fast in faith will be partakers of Him (v.14).

F. He is the rest of God (v.14, 18-19).

The Ministry of Christ is Building the House of God 

A. Christ is appointed by God to build the house of God (v.1-3).

1. The house of God is a group of brethren who are sanctified (v.1a).

2. The sanctification is for the purpose of being partakers of the heavenly calling (v.1a).

3. Jesus as the Apostle and High Priest is for the purpose of building God’s house (v.2-3).

B. Only Christ is the true builder in the building of God’s house (v.3-4).

1. Moses is the house, and Christ is the builder of the house (v.3).

2. In the building of God’s house, all glory and status shall be given to Christ (v.3). 

3. Christ builds the house of God, and God created all things through Christ (v.4). 

C. The principle and way of the building of God’s house (v.5-6).

1. The principle of the building of God’s house is according to the pattern which has been shown to Moses in the mountain (v.5).

2. The content of the building of God’s house is the Son of God (v.6).

3. The way of the building of God’s house is going through death and unto resurrection (v.6). 

D. We are the house of God if we hold fast the hope firm to the end (v.6b).

The Way of the Falling of Man’s Heart

A. Harden one’s heart and refuse to hear the voice of God (v.7-8, 15);

B. Go astray in heart not know the ways of God (v.10);

C. Be deceived by sins and be hardened (v.13);

D. Keep an evil heart of unbelief and depart from the living God (v.12);

How to Seek to Enter into the Rest of God for Christians?

A. On the negative side ---- do not:

1. Do not harden your hearts (v.8, 15);

2. Do not test or try God (v.8-9);

3. Do not go astray in their heart (v.10);

4. Do not be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin (v.13);

5. Do not have the evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God (v.12).

B. On the positive side ---- do:

1. Hear the voice of God (v.7, 15);

2. Know the ways of God (v.10);

3. Beware (v.12);

4. While it is called “Today” (v.13a);

5. Exhort one another daily (v.13b);

6. Hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end (v.14);

Eight Reasons Why We Need to Exhort One Another Daily

A. The first reason: catch the opportunity ---- while it is called “Today” (v.13a);

B. The second reason: someone may be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin (v.13b);

C. The third reason: the salvation is conditional ---- hold the confidence (v.14);

D. The four reason: everyday is important ---- today, If you hear His voice (v.15a);

E. The five reason: someone may rebel against God (v.15b);

F. The six reason: the judgment of God shall come (v.16-17);

G. The seven reason: those who do not obey cannot enter into His rest (v.17);

H. The eight reason: unbelief will make men shut out (v.18);

Hebrews Chapter Four
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is More Excellent than Joshua and Aaron

A. Christ is the Apostle, who is more excellent than Joshua (v.1-13).

1. Whether we will be enabled to enter into that rest is decided by whether we have faith or not (v.1-6).

2. Joshua cannot give rest to the people of God (v.7-9).

3. He who has ceased from his works ---- to believe Christ ---- will be enabled to enter into that rest (v.10-11).

4. The word of God will manifest the one who really believes Him (v.12-13). 

B. Christ is the High Priest, who is more excellent than Aaron (v.14-16).

1. The Son of God is the High Priest who has passed through the heavens (v.14).

2. He was in all points tempted as we are, so He is able to sympathize with our weakness (v.15a).

3. He has overcome all temptations and has never committed sin (v.15b).

4. He sits on the throne of grace and gives help to men in time of need (v.16). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 4:1 “Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it.” 

YLT: “We may fear, then, lest a promise being left of entering into His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short,”

Meaning of Words: “seem to”: be accounted, suppose, think; “any of you”: anyone; “come short of”: be later, be destitute, fail, suffer need;

Literal Meaning: “since a promise remains of entering His rest”, “a promise”: the promise of God, which is also called “My rest” (Heb. 3:11; 4:3, 5), “His rest” (Heb. 3:18), “that rest” (Heb. 4:3, 11), “a rest” (Heb. 4:9) ---- all of them are used to describe the true spiritual rest in Christ, namely, “the Sabbath” in the times of the Old Testament ---- the seventh day (see v.4) and “the land of rest”, which is typified by the land of Canaan (see Heb. 11:9). 

  “Entering His rest”, “enter” means going into a certain sphere. The third chapter mentions that the people of Israel had finally failed to enter into the land of Canaan in the forty years in the wilderness. The land of Canaan typifies all that is in Christ (see Heb. 3:11, 14). Therefore, “entering His rest” means having part in the rest in Christ. 

“Let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it”, “fear”, it shows that the promise of entering His rest is not only a kind of privilege but also responsibility. If we neglect the right and are unwilling to obtain and enjoy it, we will be condemned by God. “Come short of”: come behind, be later, fail; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is insufficient for believers to know the Lord Jesus is their lord and they are delivered from the punishment of sins only, for the salvation also includes entering His rest. Therefore, we shall be diligent to seek to obtain His perfect salvation.

2) We Christians are not occupied with nothing after we are saved. Instead, there is a long race that is waiting for us to run ahead. If we do not run well, we shall give an account to the Lord. Therefore, we shall fear.

3) Though all Christians will enter into the sphere of eternal life ultimately (John 3:16), each of us shall give an account to God (Rom. 14:12; 2Cor. 5:10) before the coming of the eternal world. Therefore, the way of Christians is like a race (1Cor. 9:24), and we shall not fall behind. 

Heb. 4:2 “For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.” 

YLT: “for we also are having good news proclaimed, even as they, but the word heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard,”

Meaning of Words: “mix”: commingle, combine, assimilate;

Literal Meaning: “for indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them”, “the gospel”, here the gospel does not refer to the gospel of remission, but the good news of the promise of entering His rest (see v.1); “as well as to them”, it indicates that the good news of entering His rest is still preached as in the times of the Old Testament. 

“But the word which they heard did not profit them”, “the word” refers to the good news preached to them, namely, the promise of entering His rest; 

“Not being mixed with faith in those who heard it”, it means that they have no faith to receive the word concerning entering His rest.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If Christians have not experienced the perfect salvation that the gospel has brought to us, the reason must lie in our own, for the gospel we have heard is totally the same with that others have head and yet our response is different from that of others. 

2) Faith is the only tool for us to receive the word of God. Those who lack faith profit nothing from the word of God. 

3) We shall have fellowship with God and read His word by faith, for only faith makes our heart lean to God and desire to enter His rest. 

Heb. 4:3 “For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: "So I swore in My wrath, "They shall not enter My rest,"' although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.” 

YLT: “for we do enter into the rest -- we who did believe, as He said, `So I sware in My anger, If they shall enter into My rest -- ;' and yet the works were done from the foundation of the world,”

Literal Meaning: “for we who have believed do enter that rest”, “who have believed”: those who have faith; “enter”, it indicates that we are even enabled to enjoy the rest of God now, not until the future. 

  This verse has clearly indicated faith is the condition of entering that rest. Faith means that one believes God instead of himself and commits oneself unto Him and lets Him fulfill full responsibilities. Therefore, faith means honoring God more than anything, and God also highly respects our faith and please to open the gracious door to all those who believe and greet them to enter His rest. 

“As He has said”, the perfect tense of “has said” shows the effect of His word endures. 

“"So I swore in My wrath, "They shall not enter My rest"'”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (95:11). “Swore”, it refers to very serious declaration. “Enter My rest”: enjoy the rest that God has promised;

“Although the works were finished from the foundation of the world”, “the works”: all the works of God’s creation; “were finished”: it indicates that since the works of God’s creation have already perfectly fulfilled because of His word (see Ps. 33:9), it really sinful of the people of God that they are even unwilling to believe His promise in spite of the power of His word (see Luke 1:37). No wonder God swore in His wrath that they shall not enter His rest.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Whether one shall obtain that rest is decided by his faith. Only those who really have faith are enabled to enter that rest. 

2) We are now able to enjoy the rest and blessings kept for us in the future by faith. We appropriate the promise of God by faith (see v.1).

3) The eyes of faith make us see God himself. Only Him is our rest. The eyes of faith also make us see the works of God have already finished and all things are in His hands working for good to those who love God (Rom. 8:28). We need only rest in the bosom of God and enjoy all that He has accomplished for us. 

4) Many Christians are unable to enjoy the rest of God, for they do not know the power of God. He can keep all that we have committed to Him (see 2Tim. 1:12). 

Heb. 4:4 “For He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way: "And God rested on the seventh day from all His works";” 

YLT: “for He spake in a certain place concerning the seventh thus: `And God did rest in the seventh day from all His works;'”

Meaning of Words: “rest”: cease, settle down;

Literal Meaning: “for He has spoken in a certain place of the seventh day in this way”, “the seventh day”: the seventh day of God’s creation; “a certain place”: Gen. 2:2; 

“And God rested on the seventh day from all His works”, “rest”, it contains the meaning of “ceasing from the works” as well as “fulfillment”. 

Heb. 4:5 “and again in this place: "They shall not enter My rest."” 

YLT: “and in this again, `If they shall enter into My rest -- ;'”

Literal Meaning: “and again in this place”, the word in verse three is repeated as below.

  “They shall not enter My rest.” This is the third time that the same word is mentioned (see v.3; 3:11).

Heb. 4:6 “Since therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did not enter because of disobedience,” 

YLT: “since then, it remaineth for certain to enter into it, and those who did first hear good news entered not in because of unbelief --”

Meaning of Words: “disobedience”: disbelief, unbelief;

Literal Meaning: “since therefore it remains that some must enter it”, “it remains”, whether it is “those who remain” or “the rest that remains”, the Bible exegetes have not reached an agreement. Since God has commanded that someone “shall not” enter the rest (see v.5), the rest are those who “are able to” enter into the rest. 

“And those to whom it was first preached”, “preach”: the preachment of the good news of entering His rest (see v.2). 

“Did not enter because of disobedience”, “disobedience” is different from “unbelief” (see Heb. 3:12, 19). “unbelief”: the condition of unbelieving; “disobedience”: the action of unbelieving; 

According to the third and fourth chapters of this book, “hardening of one’s heart” (see v.7; 3:8, 13, 15) and “unbelief” (see v.2; 3:12, 19) and “disobedience” (see v.6, 11) are synonymous, which are interchangeable with one another. Someone gives the following explanation: 1) firstly, men do not know God for they “err in heart” (3:10); 2) then, they do not believe the word of God; 3) they become “hardened in heart” and are unwilling to hear the word of God; 4) thus, they have works of “disobedience”; 5) they are counted as those who do “not believe”.

Heb. 4:7 “again He designates a certain day, saying in David, "Today," after such a long time, as it has been said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts."” 

YLT: “again He doth limit a certain day, `To-day,' (in David saying, after so long a time,) as it hath been said, `To-day, if His voice ye may hear, ye may not harden your hearts,'”

Meaning of Words: “designates”: mark out, appoint;

Literal Meaning: “again He designates a certain day, saying in David, "Today," after such a long time”, “in David”: in the Book of Psalm; the Jews often call the Book of Psalm “the Book of David”, and call the Book of Genesis, and the Book of Exodus and the Book of Leviticus and the Book of Numbers and the Book of Deuteronomy “the Pentateuch”, and call the Book of Proverbs and the Book of Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs “the Books of Wisdom of Solomon”.

  “Again He designates a certain day”, God gives a chance again. 

“As it has been said”, it refers to the word in chapter three (Heb. 3:7-8) quoted from the Book of Psalm (95:7-8). This is the third time of mentioning this verse.  

“Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts”, “today”: the present chance; note that the importance of the word “today” can be viewed from the seven times mentioning of it (Heb. 1:5; 3:7, 13, 15; 4:7; 5:5; 13:8).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers lose the spiritual blessings because of their neglect of the chances of being blessed and failure to catch the day that God has designated instead of their sins. 

2) He who has wisdom is the one who knows how to catch the opportunity (see Eph. 5:15-16).

3) “Today” is a chance gifted by God to us. And we have to catch “today” to hear His word, for today may be the last day of us. 

Heb. 4:8 “For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day.” 

YLT: “for if Joshua had given them rest, He would not concerning another day have spoken after these things;”

Literal Meaning: “for if Joshua had given them rest”, “Joshua”: the leader Hosea who brought the people of Israel into the land of Canaan after Moses; Joshua was his Hebrew name (see Jos. 1:1-2; Num. 13:16); the meaning of Joshua in Hebrew in the same with that of “Jesus” in Greek, which means “Jehovah Savior” or “Jehovah salvation” (see Matt 1:21). Therefore, Joshua typifies the Lord Jesus and brings the people of God into rest.  

  “For if … had given them rest”, it is in subjunctive mood, which shows that Joshua had not given them rest. 

“Then He would not afterward have spoken of another day”, “another day” is “today” (see v.7; 3:7, 13, 15), namely, the rest that God has promised to remain for us (see v.9).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the people of Israel had entered the land of Canaan, they had not enjoyed the rest that God had promised, for real rest can only be obtained in Christ (see Matt. 11:28-30).

2) If a promise of God has not been fulfilled on us, it does not mean that His promise has failed, for we have not given the chance to let the promise fulfilled on us (see 2Cor. 1:20).

Heb. 4:9 “There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.” 

YLT: “there doth remain, then, a sabbatic rest to the people of God,”

Meaning of Words: “rest”: the Sabbatismos rest”, which appears only once in the New Testament and is different from the Sabbath. 

Literal Meaning: “therefore”, this is a word linking between the words before it and that after it, showing that the people of Israel in the Old Testament had not truly enjoyed the rest that God had promised. And the promised was bound to be fulfilled (Rom. 4:21), for all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us (2Cor. 1:20). Therefore, the rest that God has promised to us still remains for us (see v.1).

“There remains a rest for the people of God.” “A rest”: a rest that is different from the Sabbath of the Old Testament. The purpose of God’s setting the Sabbath in the Old Testament is to let men rest from the labor every week off day and enjoy the rest that God’s creation brings to them with God. However, such rest is not real rest, for it only typifies the mental and spiritual rest that the works of God’s new creation bring to men (see Eph. 2:10; 2Cor. 5:17). That rest is a sabbatic rest, which is obtained in Christ by faith (see Heb. 3:14).

The famous Bible scholar Westcott translates this verse as follows: “even believers who live in this age can also pre-taste that sabbatic rest. One needs only to reckon himself to be dead and obey Christ totally. It is no longer he that lives, but Christ living in him (Gal. 2:20). He has totally rested from his own works”. 

Controversial Clarification: it is held in the Seventh-day Adventist that believers in the New Testament shall still keep the Sabbath. However, we cannot approve of it for the reasons as follows:

1) The Sabbath is a shadow of things to come, but the body of Christ (Col. 2:16-17). Today, in the age of the New Testament, the reality of the Sabbath ---- Christ ---- has come, so what is closely important is the enjoyment of the internal reality in spirit rather than the external letter (Rom. 2:29). 

2) He who does not keep the Sabbath does not destroy the commandments of God, for Jesus Christ has fulfilled the requirements of the law concerning the Sabbath for us (see Matt. 5:17-19). Today, we just enjoy the salvation that Christ has fulfilled for us today ---- the real rest. 

3) As the “Son of Man”, He said it became him to fulfill all righteousness (Matt. 3:15). He did not command the disciples to keep the Sabbath, but let the Jews judge him violation of the Sabbath. Therefore, the Jews schemed to kill Jesus (Luke 4:16, 31; 6:1-6; 13:11-17; 14:1-6; John 5:18).

4) The apostle Paul was a Pharisee, and fulfilled all the righteousness in the law (Phil. 3:5-6). He entered into the synagogue many times on the Sabbath for the purpose of preaching when the Jews were gathered rather than keeping the Sabbath (Acts 13:13-41, 44-49; 16:13-14; 18:4).

5) The Lord Jesus said that the Sabbath was made on account of man, not man on account of the Sabbath (Mark 2:27). The purpose of God’s setting the Sabbath in the times of the Old Testament is leading men to know the Lord of the Sabbath ---- Christ. Now, Christ has come, we are not under the law (Gal. 3:24-25).

6) Believers in the New Testament keep the Lord’s day instead of the Sabbath ---- it is not changing or destroying the law of God (see Dan. 7:25), for we are not under law but under grace (Rom. 6:14; 7:4; Gal. 5:18) and we have no need to put us under the yoke that even the Jews are unable to bear (Acts 15:10).

7) We must keep all the moral commandments that are ordered to keep in the New Testament, for example, worship God (forty times), not worship idols (twelve times), honor one’s father and mother (six times), not commit adultery (twelve times), not steal (six times), not bear false witness (four times), not covet (nine times), not kill (seven times). Only the commandment of keeping the Sabbath among the “Ten Commandments” has not appeared in the New Testament. Therefore, it is not set for Gentile believers, and we need not to keep it. (Note that the commandment of not idly uttering the name of Jehovah has not clearly mentioned, but we it can be seen from the Lord’s Prayer that “hallowed be thy name”). 

8) Those who are of the Seventh-day Adventist only keep the Sabbath apparently, and fail to keep all the customs of the Sabbath perfectly, e.g. keep it for twenty-four hours (Lev. 23:32), bear no burden (Jer. 17:21), kindle no fire (Ex. 35:3), not cook or bake (Ex. 16:23) etc. If one offends in one, he has come under the guild of all (James 2:10). Therefore, they have not kept the Sabbath perfectly.

9) When the Lord was crucified, He had already nailed the law which was contrary to us to the cross (Col. 2:14). Therefore, the law of the Sabbath can no longer bind believers in the New Testament. Why need we put us into the net and under the yoke (Gal. 5:1)? 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Since there is a rest remaining for believers in the New Testament, if we are qualified, we can even pre-taste the rest today. 

2) The rest that believers in the New Testament enjoy is not only the deliverance from heavy labor and burden (Matt. 11:28) but also the enjoyment that the Lord is our rest. 

Heb. 4:10 “For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.” 

YLT: “for he who did enter into his rest, he also rested from his works, as God from His own.”

Meaning of Words: “cease…from”: desist;

Literal Meaning: “for he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works”, “ceased from his works”: cease from the vain works that go against God, namely, removing the dead works (see Heb. 9:14), totally relying on God and enjoying the rest in God’s arms; 

  “As God did from His”, “as God did”, it indicates that the real rest of man is like the rest of God. “Did from His”, it shows that God’s rest originated from His perfect satisfaction with His creation without any addiction or improvement and therefore he ceased from His works and enjoyed the fulfillment of His works in rest (see Gen. 2:2-3). “As”, it means that God ceases from His works because of His satisfaction with His works and man shall in like manner also satisfy because of God’s satisfaction and thus cease from our works and enjoy the salvation that He has accomplished for us. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s ceasing from His works shows His perfect satisfaction with His works. Our ceasing from our works also shows our perfect satisfaction with God’s works. 

2) If believers desire to enjoy the rest of God, they have to receive the works of God and satisfy with what God satisfies. Thus, they will have the rest as that of God.

3) No matter how man works, he can not work to a flawlessly perfect degree, so he can not enter into perfect rest. Only when man ceases from his own works and lets God work can he obtain the rest as that of God. 

Heb. 4:11 “Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.” 

YLT: “May we be diligent, then, to enter into that rest, that no one in the same example of the unbelief may fall,”

Meaning of Words: “diligent”: earnest;

Literal Meaning: “let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest”, the meaning of “be diligent” is totally opposite to “ceasing from his works” (see v.10), but they are not contradictory. “Ceasing from his works”: cease from labor in one’s flesh; “be diligent”: hold the faith earnestly and let one not follow that example of disobedience; 

“Lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience”, “lest”, if it is not so, there will be bad results; “according to the same example of disobedience”: follow the examples of failure; “fall”: be judged unqualified and thus unable to attain the goal;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Concerning the matter of entering that rest, Christians are not “diligent to work”, but “are diligent not to work” and look unto and trust in the Lord only.

2) Everyone is supposed to take responsibility for his own spiritual condition ---- this is our personal relationship with God. And no individual or group can replace our personal faith toward God. 

3) We are able to replace our faith toward and obedience to God by nothing. We have none way of obtaining rest and joy than faith and obedience, and thus we are enabled to enter into Christ and live in His rest. 

Heb. 4:12 “For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

YLT: “for the reckoning of God is living, and working, and sharp above every two-edged sword, and piercing unto the dividing asunder both of soul and spirit, of joints also and marrow, and a discerner of thoughts and intents of the heart;”

Meaning of Words: “word”: logos; “living”: to live, quicken; “powerful”: operative, effectual; “sharper”: more keen; “discerner”: judge;

Literal Meaning: “for the word of God is living and powerful”, “the word of God”: the abiding word of God; here it especially refers to the word of His promise concerning entering into His rest that is preached to the people of Israel and to us through the gospel (see v.1-2), namely, the word of the Old Testament and the New Testament in the Scriptures. “Living”: the manifestation of the life in the word; God is the origin of life and so His word is full of power of life (Luke 1:37). “Powerful”, it is the effect of the spirit in the word that will shine and enable man to discern (see Ps. 119:105, 130).

  If the word of God in the Scriptures is translated into the transient word (rhema), it is the spirit and life (John 6:63) to those who have heard (see v.2, 7). Therefore, it is living and powerful.

“And sharper than any two-edged sword”, “two-edged sword”, it indicates the power of piercing and division. 

“Piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”, “soul and spirit”: man is composed of spirit and soul and body (see 1Thess. 5:23). The physical body is easily seen. However, the internal soul and spirit are often confused, so the feelings and activities of the soul life are often misunderstood as that of the spirit and many problems are thus caused. Therefore, it is necessary to discern between them. 

“Joints and marrow”, marrow is deep in the hollow center of bones. If the joints are not open, man cannot see the marrow. Therefore, here they are used to compare the deepest thoughts hidden in man’s heart, namely, “the thoughts and intents of the heart”. 

“Piercing even to the division”, “pierce”: penetrate into, go through; “division”: divide into different parts; “piercing even to the division”, it shows that the word of God has the penetrating power to discern the hidden and obscure thoughts and intents of man. 

“And is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”, “heart” includes mind and emotion and will and conscience; “thoughts”: the thoughts in man’s mind; “intents”: the decision in man’s will; “discerner”, it is used to describe that the husbandmen divide the wheat and the chaff with dustpan, and here it refers to the division between good and evil of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Verse twelve and thirteen after the exhortation concerning rest show that God is willing to help us to obtain such spiritual rest though His “word” ---- “His word shall be that goes forth out of my … accomplish that for which I send it” (Is. 55:11). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Scriptures the word of God is living and powerful.

a) The word of God is the sword of the spirit (Eph. 6:17), which is able to penetrate into man and manifest his internal condition and intent (Heb. 4:12). 

b) The word of God is a mirror that manifests one’s true colors (James 1:22-25), which is able to shine and manifest one’s reality (Rom. 3:9-27). 

c) The word of God is a burning fire (Jer. 23:29), which is able to burn up the impurities of man’s heart (Jer. 5:14) and to make one’s heart burning (Luke 24:32).

d) The word of God is like a hammer breaking the rock in pieces (Jer. 23:29).

e) The word of God is the incorruptible seed (1Pet. 1:23), which is able to regenerate those who have heard it (Rom. 10:17).

f) The word of God is the spiritual milk (1Pet. 2:2-3), which is able to make the spiritual life grown up and built (Matt. 4:4; Heb. 5:12-14; Acts. 20:32).

g) The word of God is the light that brings believers (Ps. 119:105).

h) The word of God is the water that cleanses and sanctifies believers (John. 15:3; 17:17), which is able to wash the church to be holy and blameless (Eph. 5:25-26).

i) The word of God is the weighted line that measures believers, which makes men approved unto God (2Tim. 2:15).

2) The word of God is powerful. Once it is gone forth, it shall not return unto God void, but it shall do that which He pleases (Is. 55:10-11). 

3) The marrow is hidden deeply in the bones, and the spirit is also hidden deeply in soul likewise. If we desire to divide the joints and the marrow, the joints shall be pierced and divided. In like manner, if the spirit and soul shall be divided, the soul shall be pierced and divided.

4) Only the word of God has the power of penetrating into and dividing our soul. The light in the word of God enables us to discern what is out of the mind and emotion and will of soul so that we will know some of our feelings and activities are out of our soul life instead of spirit.

5) The Lord’s word tells us, “if anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up His cross and follow me” (Matt. 16:24). And the life of one’s self is his soul (Matt. 16:25). Therefore, concerning the matter of following the Lord, man’s soul must be dealt with. 

6) We must deny our soul, i.e. not set our soul on things that are of men (Matt. 16:23; Rom. 8:5) so that we shall enjoy the presence (2Tim. 4:22) and grace (Gal. 6:18) of the Lord in spirit.

7) God is a God who searches reins and hearts (Rev.2:23). And God’s word is also able to penetrate into man’s inmost heart (see Acts 2:37) and discern the thoughts and intents of his heart and expose his manifest motives.

8) Only when man’s life and mind are totally shone by God’s living word of life can he enter into real rest.

9) Once a believer has the watering and shining of God’s word, he will understand the will of God and receive the power of life so as to keep the will of God.

10) God’s word is living and powerful and is swifter and is able to pierce and divide and discern. The word of God has the following effects on us:

a) It is not dead letter, so is able to provide life to quicken man. 

b) It is not stagnant, but living and operative, so is able to renew man’s strength.

c) It is not dull or slow, but swift and sharp, so is able to make man pricked in heart.

d) The piercing power of God’s word is able to deal with the inmost problems of man.

e) The dividing and discerning power of God’s word helps man to measure and judge him. 

Heb. 4:13 “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” 

YLT: “and there is not a created thing not manifest before Him, but all things naked and open to His eyes -- with whom is our reckoning.”

Meaning of Words: “no hidden”: manifest, reveal; “word”: logos; “naked”: nude; “open”: lay bare;

Literal Meaning: “and there is no creature hidden from His sight”, “from His sight”: from God’s sight; here the writer of this book joints the works of God with the works of God’s word (see v.12), showing that the effect of God’s word in us is the result of God’s works in us by the Spirit (see John 14:16; 16:13). 

  “There is no…”: all of them are…; “no hidden”: one’s neck is jerked backward in the wrestling and thus his face turns upward. It is used to describe the defenseless condition against any attack.

“But all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account”, “to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account”: it indicates that we have to be responsible to God. 

This verse is composed of two clauses. The first one is double negative ---- “there is no creature hidden from His sight”, and the second one is double positive ---- “all things are naked and open”.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter what we do, we cannot escape from the Lord’s sight. Therefore, our walking shall be worthy of the Lord’s calling (Eph. 4:1).

2) If we desire to give good account to God, we have to keep His word. Therefore, we shall trust in God’s word more and keep it more faithfully.

3) The word of God can help man to sift the wheat from the chaff (see v.12), and even all things are unable to be hidden before Him. Hidden things tend to be with filth. However, if they are open to all, they will not be hidden and are easy to be cleansed (see Eph. 5:12-13). 

Heb. 4:14 “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.” 

YLT: “Having, then, a great chief priest passed through the heavens -- Jesus the Son of God -- may we hold fast the profession,”

Meaning of Words: “hold fast”: use strength, seize, retain;

Literal Meaning: “seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens”, “then”, it indicates that the following word corresponds to the word in chapter three “consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus” (Heb. 3:1). “Through the heavens”, it means that he has not remained when he passes through the first and second heavens, but ascents into the third heaven before the throne of God (see 2Cor. 12:2; Rev. 5:6). “Honor” shows that His person and works and fulfillments are much honorable and glorious (see Heb. 1:3, 8; 2:9; 6:19; 9:24). 

  “High Priest”, it is contrast with “the Apostle” (see Heb. 3:1). Both of them refer to two different ministries of Christ: “the Apostle”: the one who is sent by God and represents God before men or brings God to men; “the High Priest”: the one who represents those who are of God and brings us to God and fulfills the ministry of mediator for us (see Heb. 7:21-25; 8:1, 6). 

“Jesus the Son of God”, “the Son of God” refers to His divinity; “Jesus” refers to His humanity. Both the divinity and humanity of Jesus Christ make Him fit to fulfill the ministry of the High Priest and be the mediator between God and men.

“Let us hold fast our confession”, “our confession” refers to our faith, namely, “the common faith” (Titus 1:4; Judas v.3).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We have a great High Priest. All that He is and He has and He does and He has experienced are for us. We are able to appropriate all that are of Him to deal with our deed.

2) Many times, we are oppressed by our surrounding and unable to transcend it. However, the High Priest who is willing to help us has passed through the heavens and put everything under His feet. Once we ask for Him, He will make us overcome all. 

3) He is “Jesus the Son of God”, who has both divinity and humanity ---- He has the power of God on one hand and is able to condescend to the weakness of men (see v.15). Only He is worthy of our trust. 

4) We can only appropriate His riches by faith. Once we have lost the faith, we will be unable to have fellowship with the High Priest, Jesus. Therefore, we “have to hold fast our confession”, and this is His only requirement for us. 

Heb. 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

YLT: “for we have not a chief priest unable to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner -- apart from sin;”

Meaning of Words: “sympathize”: feel sympathy with; “without sin”: be separated from sin, outside of sin; 

Literal Meaning: “for we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses”, “sympathize”: identify with, have empathy with; “our weakness”: our inborn weakness in the flesh, for example, our weariness, and our inclination of escape in difficulties and bitterness, etc. 

“But was in all points tempted as we are”, “in all points”: three sorts of temptations that we may encounter in lifetime (see 1John 2:16) instead of all the details of everyone; “was tempted”, it indicates that the Lord Jesus had been tempted on the same principle and yet he has overcome (Matt. 4:1-11). 

“Yet without sin”, it means that he has never fallen into the traps when he is tempted ---- not only perfect in actions but also innocent in mind. It is just like a doctor, who has not the symptoms of the patient, but he totally understands the suffering of the patient and knows how to cure him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Who is weak, and I am not weak (2Cor. 11:29)? Weakness is not sin, but man may commit sins because of weakness. Therefore, we shall discern our weakness appropriately and seek the solutions. 

2) Christ is our help in weakness: a) He is able to sympathies with our weakness; 2) He graciously grants sufficient power to dwell upon us (2Cor. 12:9).

3) If a man in his failure knows that another one has not failed in the same experience, he will surely be comforted and encouraged.

4) Since He was in all points tempted, He was able to sympathize with our weaknesses. And He is without sin, so He can help all those who are trapped in sin.

5) The Lord sympathizes with our weakness, not sin. His sympathy will finally enable us to overcome sins so that we will more than conquer. 

Heb. 4:16 “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

YLT: “we may come near, then, with freedom, to the throne of the grace, that we may receive kindness, and find grace -- for seasonable help.”

Meaning of Words: “boldly”: confidence, frankness; “come”: draw near; “in time of”: well-timed, opportune;

Literal Meaning: “let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace”, “boldly”: be full of confidence; it means that we need only to confess our sins frankly and let our need be made known to God without any confusion or panic; “us…come”: the repeated and habitual and continual activities; “come”: draw near; this word in the Septuagint is used to describe the action of the priest’s drawing near God when he fulfilled the ministry. Now the priest’s privilege of drawing near God has been passed to Christians. “The throne of grace”, it is the mercy-seat on the ark of the testimony in the times of the Old Testament (Ex. 26:34), which symbolizes the presence (Lev. 16:2) and grace of God.

  “Come boldly to the throne of grace”, since it is throne, it may refer to the throne of God in the heavens and of the Lamb (see Rev. 7:17; 22:1, 3). And it must not be things after the Rapture that we who still live on the earth are enabled to come to the throne. Here, it relates to the true worship in spirit (see John 4:23-24), for God and Christ have now dwelt in our spirit (Rom. 8:9-10). 

“That we may obtain mercy and find grace”, “obtain mercy”, it shows that we need the mercy of our High Priest because of the failure and sins in our past (see Heb. 2:17); “and find grace”, it points that we need the help of our faithful High Priest (Heb. 2:17) for the sake of the present difficulty and possible impending problems. 

“To help in time of need”, “help”, the word in the original is composed of crying and running, which is used to describe a mother who come immediately when she hears the crying of her baby. Here, it points that He will immediately give us help as long as we ask for Him with boldness. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only those who know Him will come to Him with boldness. Therefore we shall seek more knowledge about the Lord and His person and works. 

2) We come to the throne of grace, not the throne of judgment. If God only sits on the throne of judgment, there will be serious consequences for the world.

3) “Mercy”, God provides His mercy for man to appropriate at any time in his weakness (see v.15). “Grace”, it is sought and found according to the personal need. 

4) “Grace” is none other than Himself who has become our enjoyment and experience. And the One we enjoy and experience has become our power in weakness and help at any time. 

5) The High Priest among men can help others once a year (the Atonement Day). However, the High Priest in the heavens helps us not only everyday but also at anytime. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Reason for Fear

A. lest any of you seem to have come short of it (v.1);

B. For indeed the gospel was preached to us (v.2);

C. For God swore in His wrath that those who did not believe would not enter His rest (v.3a);

D. For the rest of God remains for us from the foundation of the world (v.3b-10);

1. God rested on the seventh day, which proved that there was another spiritual rest (v.3-4, 10);

2. God’s promise of entering into rest of the land of Canaan proves that there is another spiritual rest (v.5-6);

3. God designates a certain day by David, which proves that there is another spiritual rest (v.7);

4. God mentioned another day for Joshua had not given them rest (v.8);

5. The conclusion: there is another rest remaining for us (v.9);

E. For someone fell according to the same example of disobedience (v.11);

Know the Rest

A. “His rest” (v.1, 3, 5, 10) ---- it is the rest that God enjoys, and only Him is able to give such rest;

B. We can only enjoy such rest by faith. Those who do not believe or obey will not enter into the rest (v.2-3, 6, 11);  

C. It is the rest that are enjoyed after works (v.3-4, 10) ---- we can enjoy such rest only after we rest from our works, and appreciate and satisfy with the works of God;

D. It is the rest that God foretold His people many times (v.7-8);

E. It is the rest that God remains for His people (v.9) ---- only the real people of God is capable to enjoy and obtain such rest;

F. The word of God helps to obtain and enjoy such rest (v.2, 6-7, 12-13);

Let Us Be Diligent to Enter That Rest
A. Let us seek the highest and fullest will of God (v.1);

B. Let us receive the gospel that God has promised by faith (v.2-3);

C. The three aspects of meaning of rest (v.3-11);

1. The rest that God’s works have been finished ---- the rest on the seventh day (v.3-6, 10):

a. All the works of God are perfect works (v.3).

b. The works of God need never to be added or modified or changed (v.4-5). 

c.  All the continuous labor is the sign of unbelief (v.3, 5-6);

d. Let us utterly enter into that rest on account of the works of Christ (v.10).

2. The rest that the death of Christ purifies our natural life ---- the rest that Joshua brought the people into (v.8-11);

a. It is drift in ourselves, and rest in Christ ---- this is a spiritual law (v.10);

b. The rest of entering into Canaan shall totally look unto the glorious Joshua (v.8);

c.  The death of Christ shall destroy all the difficulties of our natural life (v.8-9);

d. The works of the cross bring us into the experience of the rest (v.10-11);

3. Christ in the Spirit is our true rest ---- the rest that David promised (v.7, 9);

a. Christ is the end of all the meaning of the rest (v.9);

b. There remains a rest for the people of God (v.9);

c.  The full Christ is the rest of God’s people (v.7);

D. The living word of God is our power that enables us to enter into the rest (v.12-13);

1. The working of God’s word full of life ---- it is living (v.12a);

2. The word of God with full effect ---- it is powerful (v.12b);

3. The word of God with the fearful power of light (v.12c);

a. The division of soul and spirit, ---- the natural life is shone and smitten and demolished, ;

b. The division of joints and marrow ---- the most hidden and complicated part of the whole man;

c.  The division of the thoughts and intents of the heart ---- heart and motivation;

4. God’s word is the Lord Himself (v.13);

Things that Christians Shall Do Diligently

A. Let us be diligent to enter that rest, lest we all (v.1, 11);

B. Let us be diligent to hold fast the faith, lest we lose the promise of God (v.2-3, 6, 11);

C. Let us be diligent to read the words of God, lest we sin against God (v.12-13);

D. Let us be diligent to pray more to God, lest we lose help (v.14-16);

The Transcendence of Christ as the High Priest

A. He is the great High Priest who has passed through the heavens (v.14a) ---- who has the position that God pleases;

B. He is the Jesus the Son of God (v.14b) ---- who has the life that is of God;

C. He sympathizes with our weaknesses (v.15a) ---- who has sympathy for man;

D. He was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin (v.15b) ---- who has victorious experience in many things;

E. He sits on the throne of grace (v.16a) ---- who is glorified by giving grace;

F. He is ready to give us help in time of need (v.16b) ---- who enables man to fulfill the mission;

Hebrews Chapter Five
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the High Priest, Who is Better than Aaron (II)
A. The honor of Aaron as a High Priest (v.1-4);

1. He is taken from among men and is appointed for men in things pertaining to God (v.1);

2. He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray (v.2);

3. He offered sacrifices for sins for the people and for himself (v.3);

4. He does not take this honor himself, but is called by God (v.4);

B. Christ is a priest according to the order of Melchizedek (v.5-10);

1. He did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him (v.5);

2. He is a priest according to the order of Melchizedek (v.6, 10);

3. His complete godliness and obedience in the days of His suffering in the flesh make Him the perfect High Priest (v.7-9a).

4. He has become the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey Him (v.9b).

C. We can only understand such a high priest when we are of full age (v.11-14).

1. Not all believers are able to understand the words concerning Melchizedek (v.11);

2. Though many have believed the Lord for many years, they can still partake only of milk instead of solid food (v.12);

3. Everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe (v.13);

4. Solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil (v.14);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 5:1 “For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.” 

YLT: “For every chief priest -- out of men taken -- in behalf of men is set in things to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins,”

Meaning of Words: “appointed”: constitute, place down, ordain; “pertaining to God”: as to God, toward God; “sacrifices”: offering;

Literal Meaning: “for every high priest taken from among men”, “for” shows that it continues the previous narration that why Christ is a perfect High Priest (Heb. 4:14-16). “From among men”, the High Priest should be a man with humanity so that he will be able to sympathize with man’s weakness. Therefore, God has not appointed any angel to be the High Priest. “Taken”, it indicates that 

“Is appointed for men in things pertaining to God”, “things pertaining to God”: things that are toward God; this verse suggests that the ministry of the High Priest in the Old Testament is to bring men to God and bring the grace of God to men. Therefore, the High Priest is the mediator between God and men. 

“That he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins”, “gifts”: oblations; “sacrifices”: the offerings with blood; “gifts and sacrifices (the original)” represent all the High Priest’s works of sacrifices ---- the gifts are for the purpose of giving thanks for having been pleased by God, and the sacrifices are for our sins.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The High Priest is taken “among men” to deal with things “for men”. Therefore, “men” occupy an important position in things of service to God.

2) No matter how spiritual a servant of God is, he is still a man subject to like passions as we are (see James 5:17). And he may also make the mistake that any man may make.

3) The one who is taken shall work utterly according to the will of the one who takes him. Christians who are chosen by the Lord have to do what they are supposed to do completely according to the Lord’s commandment (John 15:16).

4) The sins that separate man God has created from such a God who creates and loves him should be clearly dealt with so that he will be enabled to come back to God again (see 1John 1:7).

Heb. 5:2 “He can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also subject to weakness.” 

YLT: “able to be gentle to those ignorant and going astray, since himself also is compassed with infirmity;”

Meaning of Words: “have compassion on”: sympathize, be moderate in passion, gentle; “ignorant”: not know; “going astray”: deceive, wander, be out of the way; “subject to”: be enclosed, hang about; 
Literal Meaning: “he can have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray”, “have compassion on”: sympathize with a moderate attitude; though he sympathizes man’s weakness (Heb. 4:15), he does not take sides; “ignorant”: make mistakes because of ignorance (Num. 15:28); “going astray”: sin against God because of one’s erring in heart (Heb. 3:10). The High Priest has to be able to properly sympathize with the mistakes man has made because of his ignorance or carelessness, except for the purposeful sins against God (Num. 15:30). 

“Since he himself is also subject to weakness”, “he himself”: the High Priest among men; “is also subject to weakness”, it indicates that he has also the human defects. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Man’s sins are mostly caused by ignorance.

2) Concerning the things of spiritual pursuit, our ignorance is often the major reason for our failure. We do not know a lot of truth in the scriptures, especially that we do not often realize that Christ live in us. 

3) Those who serve the Lord have to know themselves first of all and confess they also have shortages and need the mercy of God. Then, they will be enabled to serve others properly.

4) The most important character of a preacher is the ability of having compassion on others. The preachers who stand high above others and claim to be spiritual and are unable to sympathize with the difficulties or troubles of others perhaps have little use in the Lord’s hands.

5) Only those who have experienced the same weakness are enabled to understand the weakness of others. 

Heb. 5:3 “Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins.” 

YLT: “and because of this infirmity he ought, as for the people, so also for himself to offer for sins;”

Literal Meaning: the main responsibility of the High Priest is “offering the sacrifices to make atonement” (see Lev. 9:7; 16:6, 17). “For the people, so also for himself”, as a man, the High Priest may also commit sins, so he has to offer sacrifices for himself before offering sacrifices for the people. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many believers see only the faults of others, but fail to see that they also make the same mistakes likewise. They see only the mote in the eyes of men, but do not observe the beam in their own eyes (Matt. 7:3).

2) Each believer in the New Covenant is a priest (1Pet. 2:9). The works of the priest is to face the holy God. However, we and the man we represent are both filthy, so we have to appropriate the precious blood of the Lord to deal with our sins every time when we come to God.

Heb. 5:4 “And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was.” 

YLT: “and no one to himself doth take the honour, but he who is called by God, as also Aaron:”

Meaning of Words: “honor”: value, preciousness; “take … to himself”: take by oneself; 

Literal Meaning: “no man takes this honor to himself”, God granted the ministry of the priest to the house of Aaron in the history of the Israelites (see Ex. 28:1; 1Chr. 23:13). No one outside of his house is permitted to fulfill such ministry (see Num. 18:7; 2Chr. 26:18).

  “But he who is called by God, just as Aaron was”, it indicates that God is the source of the ministry of the high priest. No one is able to fulfill the ministry of the high priest outside of the calling of God. Here, the name of Aaron is mentioned for he was the first high priest chosen and called by God. Therefore, he is set as a representation to have a contrast between his ministry and that of Christ.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Just as Aaron does not become the high priest because of his honor but obtains such honor after he has become the high priest, our value before God, honor or dishonor, depends on what kind of vessel we are and what function we perform in the hands of God (see 2Tim. 2:20-21).

2) Though we are vessels to dishonor or to honor, it is not of our will or running, but of God’s mercy and election (see Rom. 9:15-22). However, a ready heart is always accepted (2Cor. 8:12), so we shall never give up. 

3) Apparently, those who are in the times of the New Testament serve God out of their own readiness. However, it is of God’s inspiration and calling. 

Heb. 5:5 “So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You."” 

YLT: “so also the Christ did not glorify himself to become chief priest, but He who spake unto him: `My Son thou art, I to-day have begotten thee;'”

Meaning of Words: “glorify”: make glorious, full of glory;

Literal Meaning: “so also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest”, note that the writer of this epistle is very careful in wording. Here, he mentions “Christ” instead of “Jesus” (see Heb. 4:14), for Jesus was the name of the Lord when he was a man in the flesh, and Christ was the name when he was anointed and fulfilled his ministry. Meanwhile, he did not “glorify” Himself (see v.4). This is because the high priest taken from among men has only honor in the earth. However, Christ as the High Priest has both human honor as well as divine honor (see Heb. 1:3)

  “But it was He who said to Him: “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You””, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten You”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (2:7) (see Heb. 1:5); “He” refers to God the Father; 

“You are My Son”, it shows that God the Father declares and confesses Christ before all ---- He is not only the Son of God who has the life and disposition of God but also He is the heir who will inherit “all that God has” lawfully. “Today I have begotten You”, it mentions the risen Christ (Acts 13:33), who fulfill the ministry of the High Priest in resurrection (see Heb. 4:14; 7:24-25). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ is the Son of God, so He has the life of God. He that has the Son has life. He that has not the Son of God has not life (1John 5:12).

2) Christ is the High Priest in resurrection, so death can not hinder Him. He often provides us with His risen power so that we are enabled to overcome the power of death and manifest the odour of the risen Christ (2Cor. 2:14). 

Heb. 5:6 “As He also says in another place: "You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek";” 

YLT: “as also in another He saith, `Thou a priest -- to the age, according to the order of Melchisedek;'”

Meaning of Words: “order”: fixed succession, regular arrangement;

Literal Meaning: “as He also says in another place”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Psalm (110:4), and the scriptures here typify Christ’s ascension and sitting on the throne.

  “You are a priest according to the order of Melchizedek”, “Melchizedek” is the priest of the Most High God. When Abraham defeated the five kings and returned, Melchizedek brought bread and wine to receive him and blessed him (Gen. 14:17-20). “According to the order of Melchizedek”, it means that it is different from the high priests taken from among men (see v.1), for Melchizedek is the king of Salem, who is without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, (see Heb. 7:2-3), so the order of Melchizedek refers to the order of the Son of God and king. “The high priest forever”, any high priest from among men will die one day and be succeeded by others. However, Christ, as the High Priest, has an unchangeable priesthood (see Heb. 7:23-24).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The priesthood of the Lord Jesus is built on the foundation that He is the Son of God and king (typified by Melchizedek). As the Son of God, He has the perfect divinity. As a king, He has noble position. 

2) Christ is the High Priest forever. He is able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through him, since He always lives to make intercession for them (Heb. 7:25).

Heb. 5:7 “who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear,” 

YLT: “who in the days of his flesh both prayers and supplications unto Him who was able to save him from death -- with strong crying and tears -- having offered up, and having been heard in respect to that which he feared,”

Meaning of Words: “save…from”: save…out of; “godly fear”: reverence, dread; 

Literal Meaning: “who, in the days of His flesh”: in the days of His incarnation, namely, from Mary’s pregnancy by the Spirit to His being crucified on the cross. When He became flesh, he was limited and experienced many persecutions and tribulations and had the same feelings like the common people. 

  “When He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears”, this verse relates the conditions of the Lord’s praying in the garden of Gethsemane. The gospel books only mentions His “sorrow and grief” there without His tears or cries (Matt. 26:36-46; Mark. 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-46). However, the different descriptions here are not contradictory. Sorrow and grief are His inner state, and cries and tears refer to His apparent condition.

  “Prayer” is expressing the true need before God; “supplication” is pouring out the urgent and critical need before God. The former emphasizes the words of the one who prays, and the latter focuses on the heart of the one who makes supplications. 

  “To Him who was able to save Him from death”, the Lord Jesus is in no wise the one who is afraid of death, for He foretold His disciples that He would die in Jerusalem thrice (see Matt. 17:22-23; 20:28; Mark. 10:45) and he set His mind to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). And even when someone warned Him that Herod would kill Him (his palace was just in Jerusalem), He still went ahead (Luke 13:31-33). Therefore, He did not supplicate to be saved because of fear of death. 

  Then, why did the Lord pray with tears and cries? The Bible exegetes have given the following explanations:

1. He did not supplicate to be saved from the dying on the cross, but dying in the garden of Gethsemane. In fact, He did not call upon God the Father to furnish Him more than twelve legions of angels to protect Him (Matt. 26:53). Therefore, He did not pray to be saved from dying in the garden of Gethsemane

2. He supplicated to be saved from the death that separates Him from God the Father (Matt. 27:46), not that death in the flesh. Actually, if he is not forsaken by God the Father because of bearing sins of the world, His death will be of no meaning (1Pet. 2:24).

3. He does not pray not to die, but to be saved from or out of death, so He is raised up three days after His dying (Acts 3:15). It is explained according to the word of “being saved from…”. Actually, He had early known that He would rise up in the third day (Matt. 16:21), so such supplication was unnecessary.

4. Satan attacked the Lord fiercely on that day, which made Jesus began to be amazed and oppressed in spirit (Mark. 14:33). Therefore, He prayed to God for strength so as to be delivered from the sorrow in spirit caused by the power of death. Therefore, an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him (Luke 22:43).

5. The Lord Jesus had indeed supplicated to God: “if it be possible, let this cup pass away from me” (see Matt. 26:39; Mark 14:35-36; Luke 22:42). Therefore, what he asked for is to prove that the “cup” is out of the will of God. Once he had known that “cup” is of the only will of God, he had none other choice but said “the cup which the Father has given me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11). He became obedient even unto death, the death of the cross (Phil. 2:8).  

The next verse mentions that what he asked for was granted, and he had experienced the death in fact. Therefore, I, the author, prefer to the fourth and fifth explanations. 

“Was head because of His godly fear”, “godly fear”, it means that he only seeks the will of God, not his own will in his flesh (see Matt. 26:39; Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42); “was heard”, it is not being heard to be saved from death, but to let him know the death of the cross (this cup) is the only will of God the Father and strengthen him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Even the Lord Jesus who is the Son of God needed prayers to God when he was on the earth, let alone we believers who have many troubles in life. How can we see lightly our privilege of prayer given by God?

2) Just as the Lord Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane prayed “with vehement cries”, if the burden in us is too heavy, we may utter it out with a matching voice. 

Heb. 5:8 “though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.” 

YLT: “through being a Son, did learn by the things which he suffered -- the obedience,”

Meaning of Words: “learn”: understand, know; “obedience”: compliance, submission; 

Literal Meaning: “though He was a Son”, “though”, it shows a concessive mood. Though Christ is the Son of God, He had to experience personally and be recognized in order to become the perfect and eternal High Priest.

  “Yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered”, “the things which He suffered” and “learned”, both of them in the original are active in meaning and beautiful in wording and respond to each other. The former refers to the perfection of the experience pertaining to sufferings, and the latter refers to the perfection of the experience of learning. “Obedience”, here it clearly relates that the obedience of Christ before God is obtained from the above two experiences. 

  Here, it is an additional explanation that what He prayed for in verse seven is obedience of the will of God. And what God answers is the manifest to His Son that the death of the cross is the changeless will of God. Though Christ Jesus is the Son of God, He has to put His “all-knowing” divinity aside and experienced the suffering in the flesh. Finally, He passed the trial of “obedience”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is the duty and blessing for a man to devote himself to God and obey to the end. 

2) If a man has not suffered loss or affliction on account of truth, he will not know what obedience is.

3) The whole life of Christians is a process of learning. On one hand, we have to learn at the aspect of the objective truth. On the other hand, the knowledge that we have learned should be proved through subjective life experience. 

Heb. 5:9 “And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,” 

YLT: “and having been made perfect, he did become to all those obeying him a cause of salvation age-during,”

Meaning of Words: “perfect”: fulfill, complete; “author”: source, origin; 

Literal Meaning: “and having been perfected”, “perfect”, it does not mean His nature and character are not perfect and He will be perfect after the learning of obedience in suffering, but means that He is perfectly fit to be the High Priest for believers after the experience of the suffering in life (see Heb. 2:11, 18) so that He is able to sympathize with the weakness of men (see v.2, 4:15). 

  “He became the another of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”, “all who obey Him” refer to Christians who have believed and obeyed Christ. “Eternal salvation”, it indicates that the salvation that God ordained to men is eternal, which means that once one has received the salvation, it is eternal. “Author”, it points that such eternal salvation is not according to man’s condition, but Christ Himself, who is the author of our eternal salvation. 

Controversial Clarification: some Bible scholars conclude that the salvation that Christians have obtained is not eternal and has the possibility of change and missing according to verse four to eight of the Epistle to the Hebrews. It has become the topic for Bible exegetes of how to deal with the controversy concerning the two places of verses. Since the Bible mentions “the eternal salvation”, the salvation is absolutely eternal for the following reasons:

1) Since God saves us according to His own will (2Tim. 1:9), and His will is changeless (Heb. 6:17), our salvation will never be lost (John 6:39).

2) Concerning our salvation, it is not we have chosen God, but God has chosen us (John 15:16), and the calling of God is irrevocable (Rom. 11:29). Therefore, our salvation abides firm forever.

3) Concerning our salvation, it is not we love God, but God love us (1John 4:10). And nothing can separate us from the love of God (Rom. 8:35-39). Therefore, He shall save us unto the end.

4) Concerning our salvation, it is not according our deeds, but His grace (2Tim. 1:9). And the grace of God is too rich and abundant (Eph. 1:9) to deal with all of our conditions and need.

5) Our salvation is for the purpose of manifesting the righteousness of God (Rom. 3:26). And righteousness is the foundation of the throne of God (Ps. 89:14). Therefore, He will not forsake us for the sake of His righteousness. 

6) Our salvation is the New Covenant that God has made with us (Heb 8:8-13). And the covenant of God cannot be changed (Ps. 89:34), neither can our salvation. 

7) We are saved by the power of God (Rom. 1:16). And the power of God is greatest, and no one can take us out of the hands of God (John 10:29).

8) We are saved to obtain the eternal life of God, so we shall never perish (John 10:28).

9) Our salvation is out of God, and He is changeless (James 1:17).

10) The perfect Christ is the author of our eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9).

11) No one can take us out of the hands of Christ (John 10:28).

12) The Lord promises that he that comes to Him He will not at all cast out (John 6:37). 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christ is the perfect “God” by nature. However, in order to serve us, He has to undergo the incarnation, suffering and death so become perfect, let alone we who are not perfect by nature. We shall seek various spiritual experiences so as to become the useful vessels in the hands of God. 

2) Man’s perfection is the union with the will of God. Obedience is the only for man to become perfect and the only proof of the union of man and the will of God’s.

3) If Christ has not obeyed, He cannot accomplish salvation. If we do not obey, we cannot enjoy the salvation. Therefore, the obedience of both ours and the Lord’s is the important element of salvation.

4) If we desire to enjoy the fullness of Christ more and experienced the reality of the Spirit, we shall learn more lessons of obedience. Our degree of obedience to God decides the effect of our service among men.

5) That salvation that we have obtained is the eternal salvation. The effect and result and profit have eternal nature, and never change because of the vicissitude of time. 

Heb. 5:10 “called by God as High Priest "according to the order of Melchizedek,"” 

YLT: “having been addressed by God a chief priest, according to the order of Melchisedek,”

Meaning of Words: “order”: regular arrangement, fixed succession; “call”: address, declare, praise;

Literal Meaning: “by God “according to the order of Melchizedek””, “the order of Melchizedek” is the order of the Son of God and king (see the commentary of verse six), which is superior to the order of Aaron (see v.4).

  “Called as High Priest”, “call”: the declaration of recognition; “call as High Priest”, the declaration is given to the people of God throughout the generation through the psalm of David (see v.6; Ps. 110:4). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The High Priest according to the order of Aaron is to bring the need of man to God (see v.1, 3). And the High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek is out of God and given to men in order to distribute all things of God to men. 

2) Christ Jesus is both God and man, who owns all things that are of God, and has experienced all things and troubles of man (see Heb. 4:15). Therefore, He is fit for the High Priest between God and men to deal with all the need of us. 

Heb. 5:11 “of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.” 

YLT: “concerning whom we have much discourse and of hard explanation to say, since ye have become dull of hearing,”

Meaning of Words: “dull of hearing”: lazy, slothful, stupid;

Literal Meaning: “of whom”, if we desire to understand Christ as the High Priest 

  “We have much to say and hard to explain”, “have much to say”, several words cannot mention it sufficiently (see Heb. 7:1-19); “hard to explain”, it is difficult to find the words that are proper to those who heard. 

  “Since you have become dull of hearing”, “dull of hearing”, there are several meaning: 1) you are uninterested in it; 2) you have preconceived views and thoughts and so refuse to hear; 3) you are too young to understand the word. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) To those who are slothful in the learning of the truth and who do not desire to seek the truth in the Scriptures, they are dull of hearing the truth.

2) Spiritual things are only discerned by those who are spiritual. Spiritual truth can only be understood by those who seek to know God and are even willing to sacrifice the apparent gain with a spiritual and yearning heart.

3) Now, many believers in the church hear the word for the purpose of judgment instead of receiving. One who is filled with his own views can never accept the words of others.

Heb. 5:12 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.” 

YLT: “for even owing to be teachers, because of the time, again ye have need that one teach you what the elements of the beginning of the oracles of God, and ye have become having need of milk, and not of strong food,”

Meaning of Words: “oracles”: word; “principle”: element, rudiment; “first”: preliminary, first;

Literal Meaning: “for though by this time you ought to be teachers”, “this time”, it means that you have believed the Lord for a long time. “Ought to be teachers”, it indicates that they ought to know a lot of truth in the Scriptures and be able to teach others.

“You need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God”, at that time, the Greeks regarded the sun and the moon and water and fire and wind as the origin of all things, and called them “first principles”. “The first principles of the oracles of God”, it refers to the fundamentals of God’s word.  

“And you have come to need milk and not solid food”, “milk” is the nutritious food for a baby, so drinking mink represents the immature spiritual life (1Cor. 3:1-2). “Solid food” is the daily food for those who have grown up, so eating solid food stands for the mature spiritual life. 

According to the context, “solid food” is to know the truth that Christ is the High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (see v.10-11), namely, the truth of righteousness (see v.13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The condition of one’s spiritual life can not be measured by the length of one’s believing the Lord, but by one’s judgment power upon the biblical knowledge.

2) If a Christian does not know how to value the time and is unwilling to the catch the opportunity to study and seek to be grown up, he must be foolish (Eph. 5:16-17) and let the precious days slip away. 

Heb. 5:13 “For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.” 

YLT: “for every one who is partaking of milk unskilled in the word of righteousness -- for he is an infant,”

Meaning of Words: “unskilled”: have not experienced, have not tried; “righteousness”: justice; 

Literal Meaning: “for everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness”, “everyone who partakes only of milk” refers to the believer who is young in spiritual life (see v.12); “the word of righteousness”, it relates the word that manifests the righteousness of God, which is opposite to the word of comfort and nourishment. 

  “For he is a babe”, “babe”, it means that one has not grown up in spiritual life and still remains in the carnal stage (see 1Cor. 3:1-2), who is only able to enjoy the word of grace and loving-kindness and comfort but unable to discern both good and evil (see v.14; 1Thess. 5:21-22).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The righteous truth concerning God’s way in the Scriptures is deeper than that the truth pertaining to God’s grace, and thus requires a more mature life to understand it. 

2) Some Christian is always a baby all his life, for he is unwilling to pay the cost to pursue progress and is indisposed to leave all things to follow Jesus. Therefore, he always needs the help of others, but is unable to help others. 

Heb. 5:14 “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” 

YLT: “and of perfect men is the strong food, who because of the use are having the senses exercised, unto the discernment both of good and of evil.”

Meaning of Words: “full age”: growth, perfect, completeness, reach the goal; “sense”: an organ of perception, judgment; “use”: habit, practice; “exercised”: trained, practiced, experienced; “discern”: distinguish the difference;

Literal Meaning: “but solid food belongs to those who are of full age”, “those who are of full age”: those who have grown up and mature in spiritual life ---- opposite to babes (v.13)

  “Those who by reason of use have their senses exercised”, the organ that discerns the spiritual things becomes gradually experienced through constant use and practice (see 1Cor. 2:15-16).

  “To discern both good and evil”: to distinguish what is good and what is evil (1Thess. 5:21-22). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Who are of full age”, it carries the meaning of “destination” or “goal” in the original. All those who are dedicated to seek to reach the goal will be no longer babes. All those who have reached the goal have been of full age. 

2) The spiritual life will not become naturally mature as the physical life grows up. Instead, we have to pursue the growth in spiritual life by complete obedience to the will of God and utter devotion of our all to God and paying the price with a willing heart.

3) If we desire to know Christ completely and thoroughly, we have to be grown up in life. The mystery of God cannot be hidden to those who have grown up.

4) One shall not hear the interpretations of others on the Scriptures only, but also search the scriptures by himself and become familiar with the biblical truth and learn to practice them so that he will be enabled to teach others.

5) To understand the deep truth, it is not of talent, or knowledge or intellect or wittiness, but utterly of a heart ready to be taught and of daily practice of discernment of good and evil.

6) If we practice faithfully according to the light given by God, our spiritual sense will become acute to realize the smallest sin. Such spiritual faculty is a sign of growth in spiritual life. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Indispensable Requirements for the High Priest

A. He must be a man (v.1a).

B. He has to fulfill the ministry of the high priest (v.1b).

C. He has to be able to have compassion on man’s infirmity (v.2).

D. He has to offer sacrifices for sins (v.3).

E. He has to be appointed by God (v.4).

The Similarities and Differences between Christ and Aaron as the High Priest

A. Similarities:

1. He does not take this honor to himself, but is called by God (v.4-5a).

2. He is appointed for men in things pertaining to God that he may offer sacrifices for sins (v.1; Heb. 2:17).

3. He himself is subject to weakness, so he can have compassion on man’s weakness (v.2; Heb. 4:15).

B. Differences:

1. Aaron is taken from among men, but Christ is begotten by God (v.1, 5);

2. Aaron is always subject to weakness, but Christ is perfect (v.2, 9);

3. Aaron has to offer sacrifices for sins, but Christ is totally innocent (v.3, Heb. 4:15);

4. Aaron is the high priest in the flesh, but Christ is the High Priest forever (v.6);

5. Aaron offers the sacrifices for a temporary effect, but Christ has become the author of our eternal salvation (v.9);

Christ is a High Priest Who is Superior and Satisfies Our Need

A. Christ is the High Priest in His humanity to meet men’s need in the flesh:

1. He is able to deal with the things pertaining to God on behalf of men (v.1).

2. He is able to have compassion on men’s weakness (v.2).

3. He offered the sacrifice to deal with the problems of men’s sins (v.3).

4. He is called to be the High Priest, which proves that God does not give men up at all (v.4-5a).

B. Christ is the High Priest in His resurrection to meet men’s eternal need:

1. He manifests that the Son of God gives the life of God to us (v.5b).

2. His resurrection makes us overcome the power of death (v.5b).

3. He is a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek so that he can serve us forever (v.6).

C. The experience of Christ who becomes the High Priest because of obedience meets the need of all those who obey Him:

1. His learning of obedience in affliction meets for the need of all those who are in affliction (v.7-8).

2. He is perfected because of obedience and has become the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him (v.9).

3. He is called as High Priest by God because of His obedience, which shows that obedience is the only way for us to be accepted by God and be perfected (v.10).

Christ as the High Priest is More Excellent than Aaron

A. Christ is set according to another order (v.5-6).

B. Christ is the High Priest who is utterly obedient (v.7-8).

C. Christ is the High Priest who brings eternal salvation to men (v.9).

D. Christ is called as the eternal High Priest (v.10).

The Conditions of Christians Who Are Not of Full Age

A. Who lack of discernment:

1. Who have become dull of hearing (v.11);

2. Who are unskilled in the word of righteousness (v.13);

B. Who waste the time of learning:

1. Who ought to be teachers, and still need someone to teach them again (v.12);

2. Who by reason of use have not their senses exercised to discern both good and evil (v.14);

C. Who can partake only of preliminary spiritual food:

1. Who partake only of milk (v.13) ---- who are able to eat only the food digested by others;

2. Who cannot eat solid food (v.12) ---- who are unable to digest by themselves; 

D. Who are slow and even stagnant in spiritual growth:

1. They are babies (v.13) ---- who need the attendance of others;

2. They have not grown up (v.14) ---- who are unable to help others;

The Comparison between Two Kinds of Christians; v.12-14

A. Who can only partake of milk ---- who can eat solid food;

B. Who are babes ---- who are of full age;

C. Who are unskilled ---- who by reason of use have their senses exercised;

D. Who are unskilled in the word of righteousness ---- who can discern both good and evil;

Hebrews Chapter Six
I. Content of the Chapter
Let us Go on to Perfection
A. Let us leave the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ (v.1-8);

1. Let us not lay again the foundation (v.1-3);

2. Let us not fall away from the truth (v.4-8);

B. Let us hold fast the hope that lies before us (v.9-20);

1. Let us manifest the faith, hope and love with diligence (v.9-12);

2. Let us hold fast the two immutable things of God (v.13-18);

3. Let us cast anchor to the High Priest who has entered into the Presence (v.19-20);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 6:1 “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,” 

YLT: “Wherefore, having left the word of the beginning of the Christ, unto the perfection we may advance, not again a foundation laying of reformation from dead works, and of faith on God,”

Meaning of Words: “repentance”: change of heart, reversal of decision, compunction for guilt; “go on to”: be brought into; “perfection”: growth; 

Literal Meaning: “therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ”, “leaving”, it is not “forsaking”, but “keeping on going” instead of remaining in the original position. “The elementary principles of Christ”: the elementary words of Christians’ belief, including the six basic aspects of truth listed in the first two verse of this chapter;

  “Let us go on to perfection”, “let us go on to”, in the original, it carries a meaning of “let us be led to go ahead”, that is, obeying the guidance of the Lord; “perfection” is the same word as “be of full age” (see Heb. 5:14), which means reaching maturity. The whole sentence means let us be led to maturity. 

  “Not laying the foundation”, “foundation” shares the same meaning with “beginning”. “Not laying the foundation”: not always linger in the preliminary stage of faith; the foundation had been early laid and other foundation can no man lay. 

  “Of repentance from dead works”, “of”, it is only one important example, not the whole; “repentance” refers to compunction or the change of one’s heart; “dead works”: the works that make man in dead conditions, which according to the Scriptures include: 1) works of sins (Eph. 2:1); 2) works of the mind of the flesh (Rom. 8:6); 3) works bound by the letter (customs or regulations) (2Cor. 3:6);

  “And of faith toward God”: the faith toward and obedience to God; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who does not “leave” cannot “go to…”. Spiritual growth shall be started from leaving. And it is difficult for the one who is unwilling to leave to go to perfection. 

2) Believers of the Lord often take the beginning as the destination, and stumble because of the preliminary grace.

3) Going ahead, as the only good way for believers to be kept from returning back or stumbling, requires for the cooperation of our determination and practice.

4) Believers’ immaturity is not because of the foundation, but their lack of diligence of going on to perfection.

5) “Go on to”, it is “being brought to” in the original. We can go on to perfection by the power of the Spirit.

6) The Lord will guide us ahead, and we shall obey His guidance. This is our willing cooperation with His gracious work.

7) Going ahead does not rely on our effort, but more the utter obedience to the power of God working in us. Once we obey, we shall be brought ahead (see Eph. 3:20; Phil. 2:13).

8) In the experience of our spiritual life, there are both the Lord’s works and our pursuit. Though the Lord will bring us to maturity, we have to still cooperate with Him and go on to perfection.

9) In the life of Christians, there are several aspects of truth which are changeless foundation. The foundation has laid already, so it is needless for believers to lay foundations repeatedly. The elementary principles of Christ include repentance, and faith, and baptism, and lying on of hands, and resurrection and judgment.

10) The Hebrews at that time would lay the foundation again when they had already got the foundation. They always circled round the matter of foundation. And the condition of Christians at present is that they have gone ahead when they are still unclear about the foundation. Just like the building of house, if one lacks the foundation, he has to deal with the problem and then build upon the foundation.

11) The first experience of a Christian after his being saved is turning from himself to God and relying on the living God instead of dead works.

12) True repentance must lead to true faith. And true faith must bring true repentance. True repentance is begotten by true faith, and true faith increases because of true repentance.

13) Works and faith are conditions for believers in the beginning. Passively, we true away from dead works. Positively, we enter into God by faith.

14) The chief thing for believers in daily life is hourly reliance on God. The walking of Christians is not according to men’s judgment, but God’s judgment.

Heb. 6:2 “of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.” 

YLT: “of the teaching of baptisms, of laying on also of hands, of rising again also of the dead, and of judgment age-during,”
Literal Meaning: “the doctrine of baptisms”: the customs of the baptism of the Hebrew believers and various washing (see Heb. 9:10; Mark. 7:4). Note that the Hebrew believers at that time were different from the Gentile believers who had been delivered from the customs in the Old Testament (see Acts 15:10, 19, 28-29) and they still kept many ceremonies, e.g. the ceremony of purification (Acts 21:23-26) etc. 

  “Laying on of hands”, many cases of laying on of hands are recorded in the New Testament, including in the blessing (Matt. 19:13-15), in the distribution of ministries in the church (Acts 6:6), in the baptism (Acts 8:16-17; 19:5-6), in healing and reception (Acts 9:12; 28:8), in the sending out for works (Acts 13:3), in the delivery of gifts (1Tim. 4:14; 2Tim. 1:6) etc. There are two meanings of laying on of hands: one is union and the other is the transmission of blessings, both of which are fellowship. Concerning fellowship, it on one hand unites the one who lays his hands and the one upon whom the hands lay, and on the other it delivers the power of the one who lays his hands into the one upon whom the hands lays. Therefore, the apostle Paul exhorted Timothy not to lay hands quickly on any man nor partake in others’ sins (1Tim. 5:22). 

  “Resurrection of the dead”, all will rise in the end. Those that are righteous, to resurrection of life, and they that are evil, unto the resurrection of judgment (John 5:25-29; 11:25; 2Cor. 4:14; Rev. 20: 5-6); 

  “Eternal judgment”: the judgment in the future, including the judgment on believers before the judgment-seat of Christ (2Cor. 5:10), and the judgment on all sinners before the great white throne (Rev. 20:11-12). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The dead must be buried. If we are buried with him in baptism, we have also been raised with Christ (Col. 2:12).

2) We have entered into the body of Christ by laying on of hands so that we have entered into the fellowship with all the members in the body of Christ and enjoy all the fullness of the Head. 

3) We are united with Christ by baptism and with all the children of God by lying on of hands. We shall have fellowship with both Christ and all the children of God.

4) If the dead do not rise, let us eat and drink, for death folds up all. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are most miserable of all men (1Cor. 15:19, 32). However, we do have the risen hope. Therefore, let the word of the Lord abound today, forasmuch as we know that labor is not in vain in the Lord (1Cor. 15:58).

5) The time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God (1Pet. 4:17). We believers shall not ignore the judgment, but fear and trouble more and serve God in fear and piety (Heb. 12:28).

6) No Christian can forget the last day, for we have to meet God then. The views of men to oneself is insignificant, but the view of God upon oneself is rather important.

7) The six aspects of truth in the beginning can be divided into three pairs: the first is from externality to internality, and the second is from what is old to what is new, and the third is from the present to the future. 

Heb. 6:3 “And this we will do if God permits.” 

YLT: “and this we will do, if God may permit,”

Literal Meaning: it is a common word among believers at that time, which indicates the reliance on the will of God (see 1Cor. 16:7; James 3:15). Here, it shows that God is willing to bring us to go on to perfection without laying again any foundation.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only when God permits us, have we got the chance. If God does not permit, it is useless even though we are diligent. Especially in spiritual things, if God does not permit, man can do nothing (see v.6).

2) Believers have to rely on God’s strength and grace to go on to perfection. Only God can open man’s mind and make man grown up in spirit.

3) “God permits”, it also suggests the stagnant condition of Christian in spirit may be caused by his inner heart ---- which is not accepted by God, so God prevents his growth.

Heb. 6:4 “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit,” 

YLT: “for impossible for those once enlightened, having tasted also of the heavenly gift, and partakers having became of the Holy Spirit,”

Meaning of Words: “tasted”: eaten, experienced;

Literal Meaning: “those who were once enlightened”, “enlighten”: be enlightened by the true light of the gospel (2Cor. 4:4, 6); “were once enlightened”, it in the original contains a meaning, that is, once man is enlightened, he will always be kept in that light. 

  “And have tasted the heavenly gift”, it refers to all the spiritual things when we repented to believe the Lord, e.g. remission, righteousness, the life of God, peace and joy etc. 

  “And have become partakers of the Holy Spirit”, the Spirit is the Spirit of promised given by God in His gospel (Gal. 3:14). All the divine nature of God has become our enjoyment in Spirit. And all the works of God will be fulfilled in us through the Spirit. 

Controversial Clarification: the five verses from four to eight are hard to explain. Bible scholars hold different opinions, which can be divided into four types as below:

1) The view that salvation may be lost (see Gal. 5:4); those who agree with this view think it is still possible of losing salvation for a real believer. It is indeed that the nature of salvation is eternal (Heb. 5:9), but only those who always “obey” can enjoy it to the end. Just like salvation is prepared for all (1Tim. 2:4; 2Pet. 3:9), only those who believe will be enabled to have part in it. There is no problem with God’s salvation. The problem lies on man’s side. If man is disposed to surrender to corruption, God will give them up. This is the principle of God’s works. Those who hold this view actually lower the reliability of God’s salvation, holding that salvation is determined by man’s attitude. Such roller coaster salvation goes against the constant truth in the Scriptures, and is rejected by the majority of the orthodox Bible scholars.

2) The view of supposition (see v.6 “if” in the beginning of verse in Chinese Union Version): it does not aim at fact, but a supposition. And since such supposition can never happen, men do not have to be worried. They hold that this paragraph is merely a warning to the Hebrew believers at that time that they shall not forsake the faith to come back to the Judaism, lest they should cause terrible consequence. More than half of those who keep this view agree with the biblical truth of “once saved, always saved”, but they cannot explain the contradiction between this paragraph and “eternal salvation”. Therefore, they only explain this paragraph as a “supposition”. However, many apostates from Christianity appeared in the history who had committed such sin in verse six. Moreover, the word “if” only appears in Chinese Union Version, it is an added word in translation. 

3) The view of unbelief (see 1John 2:19): common traditional Bible exegetes agree with both this view as well as that of “once saved, always saved”. The transgression of the word in this verse (v.4-8) will be due to “the wicked heart of unbelief”. The transgressors will be recognized as nominal Christians, whose apostasy proves that their faith is not real. Besides, they also relate many failures in the Scriptures with unbelievers, e.g. the foolish virgins and the servant who has one thousand talents (Matt. 25:11-12, 30). Therefore, they explain verse four to five of this chapter (“who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come”) as a preliminary and superficial receiving instead of a real one, and therefore they are not real believers. Those who hold “the view of unbelief” can not give reasonable and plausible explanation of the above-mentioned four and five verses nor verse six (“renew them again to repentance” see v.6). If these unbelievers have never really repented, why do they “renew” them again to repentance?

4) The view of losing reward (Heb. 10:35-39): supporters of this believe that all real Christians will be saved for ever, but have different rewards before the judgment-seat of Christ (2Cor. 5:10) and the differences of all believers lie in the rewards of the kingdom. I agree with this view for the reasons as follows:

a) The receiver of this epistle is the Hebrew believers (see v.9). No matter warnings, or exhortations or explanations, they are all spoken to believers. The author shall in no wise “warn” unbelievers and encourage “believers” at the same time.

b) The supporters of “the view of unbelief” hold that all the five paragraphs of warning in this epistle aim at unbelievers. And they even declare that it conforms to the principle of “consistent hermeneutics”. However, in this five paragraphs of warning, the author purposefully includes himself by the word “we” (Heb. 2:1, 3; 3:14; 4:11; 6:1, 3; 10:26, 30, 39; 12:25). Does he identify with unbelievers?

c) The supporters of “the view of unbelief” also hold that the words appearing in this paragraph do not equal to being saved, e.g. be enlightened, taste the heavenly gift, become the partakers of the Spirit, taste the good word of God and the power of the age. There word can also used to describe the experiences of unbelievers like Judas, Balaam, the Pharisees, the magician Simon etc. If so, it can also be used to describe the experience of Satan before the fall. How ridiculous!

d) The positive arguments which prove that this paragraph is warning to believers are recounted in each verse. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We were sitting in darkness and in shadow of death. However, since the Lord shines upon us, He has guided our feet into way of peace (Luke 1:79).

2) We can taste the heavenly gifts on the earth. Heaven starts from the earth. Through the heavenly gifts, we are enabled to lead a heavenly and superior life. 

3) Our being saved cannot be separated from the Spirit. Anyone who has not the inspiration or working of the Spirit or who ignores the Spirit can in no wise be saved (see Matt. 12:31-32). 

Heb. 6:5 “and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,” 

YLT: “and did taste the good saying of God, the powers also of the coming age,”

Meaning of Words: “word”: rhema (the transient word of God);

Literal Meaning: “have tasted the good word of God”, “the good word of God”: the beginning of Christ’s truth (see v.1), namely, the spiritual milk that the Hebrew had tasted when they believed the Lord (2Pet. 2:2);

“And the powers of the age to come”, “the powers”: the divine powers; “taste the powers of the age to come”, there are two aspects of meaning: 1) experience the great powers of the Spirit; 2) know the 定命and reward of God to the age to come. In fact, if a man is saved, it is the result driven by the powers of the age to come. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The word of God is not only for us to understand but also to eat and enjoy (Matt. 4:4; 1Pet. 2:2; Jer. 15:16). Therefore, we shall read the word of God by understand as well as in spirit.  

2) The divine power that will establish the kingdom will revive and renew all things (Matt. 19:28). When believers are born again, they taste such divine power and are revived and renewed (Titus 3:5). 

Heb. 6:6 “if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.” 

YLT: “and having fallen away, again to renew to reformation, having crucified again to themselves the Son of God, and exposed to public shame.”

Meaning of Words: “fall away”:; “renew…again”:;

Literal Meaning: “if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance”, “fall away”: obey the heretics on purpose and forsake Christ utterly; “renew them again to repentance”, it is unnecessary and impossible. 

  “Since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame”, “crucify again”, if someone falls away from the faith and forsakes the Lord, it shows that he thinks the Lord is worthy of death and ought to be crucified. “Put Him to an open shame”: make the people despise Christ and put him to a shame before all; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The foundation of believers are established when they believe the Lord, including repentance and faith. If one falls away from the Lord, whenever he turns back, he just stands up and goes ahead without any other foundation (see v.1).

2) If believers have no good testimonies before all, it is not only a shame to them but also to the Lord. Therefore, it is a serious thing. 

Heb. 6:7 “For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God;” 

YLT: “For earth, that is drinking in the rain many times coming upon it, and is bringing forth herbs fit for those because of whom also it is dressed, doth partake of blessing from God,”

Literal Meaning: “for the earth”, “earth” can be regarded as believers; we are God’s husbandry (2Cor. 3:9).

“Drinks in the rain that often comes upon it”, “rain” refers to the five kinds of good things mentioned in verse four and five, especially the good word of God (see Eph. 5:26). 

“And bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God”, “herbs” include various crops and fruit trees. “Bears herbs”, it indicates that believers go on to perfection with diligence (see v.1). “Whom it is cultivated”: God; “blessing from God”: every spiritual blessing in the heavens (Eph. 1:3)

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers are God’s husbandry for the purpose of manifesting Christ (Phil. 1:20). The best way is to grow up by receiving and enjoying the word of God.

2) One has to bear the fruit of life after he has believed the Lord so as not to be worthy of God will (see John 15:1-2).

Heb. 6:8 “but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.” 

YLT: “and that which is bearing thorns and briers disapproved of, and nigh to cursing, whose end for burning;”

Meaning of Words: “rejected”: cast away, unapproved;

Literal Meaning: “if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected”, “thorns and briers”: both of them are the consequences of God’s curse because of man’s fall (Gen. 3:18). Therefore, “bearing thorns and briers” shows that the condition of man is not approved by God. “It is rejected”: be counted as useless; 

  “And near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned”, “near to being cursed”: not approved by God; “burn”: the land can never be burned, but what is produced on it will be burned. Believers are the husbandry of God and will never be burned. However, if we do not walk according to the principles of God and let wood and grass and straw grow, they will be burned (1Cor. 3:9, 12). 

  Once believers are saved, they will not be cursed. However, if we do not go ahead but keep things that God does not please, it is near to be cursed and we will be chastened by God (see Heb. 12:7-8). It is different from the eternal perdition. The former is “near to being cursed”, and the latter is real curse.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The same pouring out of the rain bear different fruits: some herbs (see v.7) and some thorns and briers, manifesting the difference of men’s heart. 

2) Once man’s heart is not upright, no matter how much rainwater there is, there only bears many thorns and briers, for this is because God does not allow those who only rely on them instead of God to grow up. Only the principle of faith makes believers obtain from God.

3) If we waste the grace of the Lord and live in the flesh, what we bear must be production of curse ---- thorns and briers.

4) If someone has openly declared he is a Christian, but he still remains as what he was and does not understand the significance of his faith, his end is miserable (see v.1)

Heb. 6:9 “But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner.” 

YLT: “and we are persuaded, concerning you, beloved, the things that are better, and accompanying salvation, though even thus we speak,”

Meaning of Words: “accompany”: with, following;

Literal Meaning: “but we are confident of better things concerning you”, “confident of”: judgment drawn from experience; “better”: it is a comparison with verse eight; 

  “That accompany salvation”, “salvation” refers to the perfect salvation of God (see Heb. 2:3). “That accompany salvation”, it can be seen from their works that they have been saved. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) A preacher shall know how to give “warning” and “exhortation” together rather than rebuke always or give praising words only.

2) One is saved by grace, through faith, not works (Eph. 2:8-9). However, after one is saved, he has to seek works out of the new life (Eph. 2:10). True faith must produce works.  

Heb. 6:10 “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 

YLT: “for God is not unrighteous to forget your work, and the labour of the love, that ye shewed to His name, having ministered to the saints and ministering;”

Meaning of Words: “minister”: serve, be an attendant;

Literal Meaning: “for God is not unjust forget”, it suggests that the righteous God will surely remember our works out of true faith.

“Your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name”, “your work”: all the works of God (Phil. 2:12-13); “labor of love which you have shown toward His name”: the love of ministering the saints;

“In that you have ministered to the saints”, “have ministered to the saints”: supply the saints who are wanting in materials, e.g. aiding the poor, show hospitality etc. “Have minister”: they did in the past and do this till now.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The love of believers toward God should be manifested in daily life, especially in works (see 1John 3:18).

2) He who has the love toward the Lord will surely love men. If one desires to love men, he has to love the Lord first, for the Lord is the wellspring of true love. 

Heb. 6:11 “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end,” 

YLT: “and we desire each one of you the same diligence to shew, unto the full assurance of the hope unto the end,”

Meaning of Words: “show”: manifest, indicate, prove, and demonstrate; “full”: sufficient, abundant, sure; “hope”: expectation; “until the end”: to the end (both temporally and spatially)

Literal Meaning: “we desire that each one of you show the same diligence”, “show”: the present tense shows that they shall continually show such diligence. “The same diligence”: the same work of faith and service of love mentioned in verse ten;

  “To the full assurance of hope until the end”, this verse points that our hope is being satisfied by constantly showing faith and labor of love and then waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promise with long patience and perseverance. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is indeed we are perfectly saved by free grace, not our works at all (Eph. 2:8-9). However, the spiritual fulfillments after we are saved are by no means reaped without sowing. Instead, we have to pay the price and seek with diligence.

2) In spiritual things, diligence is the secret of being blessed. We have to work with diligence while it is day so that we shall be enabled to embrace the Lord’s second coming with joy. 

3) God does not use a lazy man. A lazy man avails God nothing.

4) “Diligence”, “hope”, “unto the end” ---- the three elements are the important signs for Christians to establish the faith. “Diligence” brings about full hope; “hope” makes us not lose heart and yet keep unto the end; only will those who are diligent “unto the end” truly enjoy the effect of faith.

Heb. 6:12 “that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” 

YLT: “that ye may not become slothful, but followers of those who through faith and patient endurance are inheriting the promises.”

Meaning of Words: “sluggish”: insensitive, lazy, dull, slothful; “patience”: long-suffering;

Literal Meaning: “not become sluggish”, the original of “sluggish” is the same with “become dull of hearing” (Heb. 5:11). It is that let us not become dull of hearing the words in chapter five and let us not become sluggish in doing the words. 

  “But imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises”, “faith”: make sure that the promises of God are true and reliable; “patience”: it is long-suffering in the original, which means that they seem to be unable to inherit the promises according to the seeming circumstances, so they have to wait with long-suffering; “those who inherit the promises”: in following text, the author sets Abraham as an example; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers are sluggish in hearing of the words, they may become also sluggish in doing the words.

2) The greatest function of faith is “letting us inherit the promises”. A true faith makes us not count on our own merits, but count on grace ---- namely, the grace of receiving the promises of God by faith.  

3) We catch the promises of God by “faith”, and obtain the results of faith by “patience”.

4) The biggest trial of faith is patience, for the capacity and spirit of faith will be abundantly manifested in patience. 

Heb. 6:13 “For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,” 

YLT: “For to Abraham God, having made promise, seeing He was able to swear by no greater, did swear by Himself,”

Literal Meaning: “for when God made a promise to Abraham”, it indicates that God promises to give Abraham many descendants (see Gen. 22:17-18).

  “Because He could swear by no one greater”, “no one greater”, for God is the only true God, King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16); “swear”, it is to emphasize the promise is immutable (see v.18; Gen. 22:16).

  “He swore by Himself”, swearing is often the product after man’s fall, for man’s words trustless. God’s swearing is for the purpose of yielding to man’s infirmity. The word of God is absolutely reliable, so God’s swearing makes His word more reliable. The promises of God become firmer because of His swearing. God regards Him as the third party, who serves as the mediator or witness between Him and men. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If man swears out of sincerity and does according to the swearing, he is restricted by the external authority. God’s swearing is certainly relying on the ultimate and perfect authority of Him. The swearing of God is limited by His own authority. How trustworthy!

2) The more we know the perfect faithfulness and blessing of God, the more patiently will our heart believe and wait for God in our. The promise of God is our guarantee of our hope. 

Heb. 6:14 “saying, "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you."” 

YLT: “saying, `Blessing indeed I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee;'”

Meaning of Words: “multiply”: increase, grow;

Literal Meaning: “surely blessing I will bless you”, the word in this verse is quoted from the Book of Genesis (Gen. 22:17). God promises to bless Abraham to make him and his seed inherit the world (Rom. 4:13), namely, the eternal inheritance of God (see Heb. 11:10, 16). 

  “And multiplying I will multiply you”, God promises to multiply the seed of Abraham like the stars in the heaven ---- which refer to the heavenly seeds ---- believers, and the sand which is upon the shore ---- which refer to the earthly seeds ---- the people of Israel. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The greatest blessing of God to us is to let us obtain Christ by faith and grant us all the heavenly and spiritual blessings hidden in Christ (Eph. 1:3-6). 

2) God desires best that man shall be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (Gen. 1:28). May all believers understand the will of God and preach the gospel diligently and obtain more spiritual children.

Heb. 6:15 “And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.” 

YLT: “and so, having patiently endured, he did obtain the promise;”

Meaning of Words: “obtain”: gain, reach;

Literal Meaning: “and so, after he had patiently endured”, “patiently endured”: wait in affliction for long; it took at least twenty five years of Abraham from his obtaining the promise to his begetting Isaac (Gen. 12:2-4; 21:5).

  “He obtained the promise”, it relates that he begot his son Isaac (Gen. 17:19). Isaac typifies Christ (Gal. 3:16).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Promises can be obtained by faith as well as patience, and long-suffering. Therefore, faith and patience are the secret for us to taste the blessings of God’s promises.

2) Faith produces patience after trial, and let endurance have perfect work that you may be perfect and entire, lacking in nothing (James 1:3-4). Therefore, when we fall into various temptations, let us count it all joy (James 1:2), for it will bring us true blessings (see Rom. 5:3-5).

Heb. 6:16 “For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.” 

YLT: “for men indeed do swear by the greater, and an end of all controversy to them for confirmation the oath,”

Meaning of Words: “end”: limitation, extremity;

Literal Meaning: “for men indeed swear by the greater”, we can see here that swearing is common among men. 

  “And an oath for confirmation”, “confirmation” is a legal term, which refers to a lawful proof. 

  “For them an end of all dispute”, the purpose of swearing is to put all dispute an end and let those who vainly speak the oath is unreliable shut up. 

Heb. 6:17 “Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath,” 

YLT: “in which God, more abundantly willing to shew to the heirs of the promise the immutability of his counsel, did interpose by an oath,”

Meaning of Words: “thus”: in which…; “abundantly”: more; “confirm”: interpose, ratify; 

Literal Meaning: it points that man proves the reliability of his words by swearing so as to make others believe and deal with all the disputes perfectly (see v.16). Likewise, God indeed pleases to prove that His promises are utterly reliable to us who shall inherit the promises, for they are according to the immutable will of God. Therefore, He humbles Himself to prove the credibility of His words by swearing like the common people do. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God gains the trust of us here by swearing so that we shall obtain more definite proof and be confident of the word of God. Oh! God really appreciates our faith. The normal relationship between God and man is built upon man’s faith. 

2) Faith gives the exact position to God. Faith honors God. They that honor God, God will honor (see 1Sam. 2:30).

Heb. 6:18 “that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.” 

YLT: “that through two immutable things, in which impossible for God to lie, a strong comfort we may have who did flee for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before ,”

Meaning of Words: “refuge”: refuge city; “lay hold of”: seize; “consolation”: encouragement, comfort; 

The Background: in the ancient times, if one thing shall be “legalized”, there should be two witnesses to confirm. 

Literal Meaning: “that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie”, “two immutable things” refer to the promises and oaths of God (see v.17). The promises of God are absolutely trustworthy, and His swearing more guarantees that promises. God Himself is the One who promises as well as the One who guarantees. Such dual bases have sufficiently proved the immutability. 

  “Who have fled for refuge”, “have fled for refuge”: escape to the place for refuge (see Acts. 14:6); “refuge”, it mentions in verse twenty that the Lord Jesus has ascended into the heavens, that is, the holiest behind the veil. In Him, there is the heavenly harbor as our refuge, and we now enter it by the Spirit (see Heb. 10:19).

  “We might have strong consolation … to lay hold of the hope for us”, “have strong consolation”, Abraham can only expect the promises, and yet we have seen the fulfillment of these promises (Heb. 11:13; John 8:56). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God swears and promises for our consolation that we shall set our hope without movement. 

2) Christ is the refuge of believers. Only in Christ can we escape from the entanglement of sins and the world and Satan. 

Heb. 6:19 “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,” 

YLT: “which we have, as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and entering into that within the vail,”

Meaning of Words: “sure”: certain, safe; “steadfast”: stable, firm, of force;

The Background: “the anchor of the soul”, at that time, there was a habit among the inhabitants of the sea. Sometime, when a ship drove into a harbor, it could not enter into the harbor safely because of the low tide or other reasons. Then, those who were in the ship would cast the anchor over the sand and into the safe harbor. Thus, the ship would bear the striking of the waves. After a time, as the tides rose up, the ship would be able to drive into the harbor and unloaded the goods and completed its task. 

Literal Meaning: “this hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast”, “anchor” shows that if we have no anchor of hope when sailing in the stormy sea, the ship would be broken (1Tim. 1:19). Anchor is the symbol of stability and safety. The hope of Christians is as reliable as the anchor, for it is from the holiest in the heaven. Our hope in Christ keeps our safety, just like the anchor fixes the ship in a safe position. Anchor is the sign of hope. Meanwhile, we can see the meaning of “believe” and “seize”. To believe that He has entered into the depth (the holiest) is to hold Him closely. Beyond all doubt, this anchor means that the Lord Jesus is High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek (see v.20)

  “And which enters the Presence behind the veil”, “veil”: the heavens that the Lord Jesus has passed through, namely, the holiest behind the veil today; our hope enters into the veil, like the anchor which is safe and steadfast. Today, we are able to enter into the veil in spirit (see Heb. 10:19-20). The veil is a layer of veil between the hold and the holiest of all in the tent of meeting. “Enters the Presence behind the veil”, enter into the holiest of all and come to the presence of God; God is the foundation of believers’ hope. The anchor of the ship reaches into the bottom of the sea, but the anchor of Christians goes into the true holy place in the heaven and ties us to God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We are men of hope. However, our hope is not out of ourselves, but of the Lord.

2) “The hope is as an anchor of the soul” ---- when we Christians fall into the stormy circumstance, our hope will keep the safety of our soul.

3) The hope of Christians is not a kind of vain dream ---- it is sure and steady no matter in trouble or adversity, for it is based upon God’s promises.

4) We may often be faced with temptations or troubles in the world. However, we have an anchor entering into the veil to obtain the safety and rest of God’s presence.

5) The seaman in the world casts the anchor into the water and seizes the land. And the heavenly seaman casts the anchor into the heaven and holds the heaven. The hope of Christians is not on the earth, but in the heaven.

6) Christ exists forever as the anchor. He is always before the Presence of God and sits upon the throne so that our faith and hope are firmly steadfast.

7) The anchor is not cast into the ship, but into the water so that the ship will not be floated away. Likewise, faith does not mean we believe us, but believe the Lord. The more we see us, the more will we be discouraged. However, if we cast the anchor of our faith to the Lord, we will have peace.

Heb. 6:20 “where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

YLT: “whither a forerunner for us did enter -- Jesus, after the order of Melchisedek chief priest having become -- to the age.”

Meaning of Words: “forerunner”: precursor;

The Background: “has enter for us”, the high priest in the Old Testament brought the blood of the sacrifice once a year on the Atonement Day and went through the veil between the holy temple and the holiest of all and entered into the holiest of all (where God was there) to make atonement for the people (Lev. 16).

Literal Meaning: “the forerunner…Jesus”, Jesus is the High Priest who first enters into the holiest of all in the heaven and sits at the right hand of God. He is the forerunner who opens the way for us. 

  “Having become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”, “the order of Melchizedek”, it indicates that the order of the Lord Jesus as the High Priest is different from “that of Aaron”. According to chapter seven of this epistle, there are at least seven differences between the two orders. For details, please see the commentary of chapter seven (7:11). “Become High Priest”, it means that his priesthood is not hindered by death (see 7:23), for he is ever living (see 7:24-25).

  “Has entered for us”, the mercy-seat where God sits is behind the veil of the holy temple which only the high priest is permitted to enter into. However, Christ leads us into the holiest of all so that we can enjoy our possessions there ---- through whom we are enabled to have perfect fellowship with God.

As the forerunner, the Lord Jesus had early gone across the stormy sea and entered the heavenly harbor refuge and became High Priest for us according to the order of Melchizedek. Such a forerunner is the creator of our salvation. As the forerunner, he opened the way to glory. And as the creator, he has already entered into glory (Heb. 2:10).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The way that we are treading on is the way that the Lord has walked through. He deeply knows all the conditions on the way. As long as we ask for Him, He shall be our seasonable help. 

2) Since Christ is a “forerunner”, He opens the way for us so that we will also enter as Him (see Heb. 7:19; 10:19).

3) Our hope is not on any system, or group, or possession or lifestyle. Christ is our sole hope. Once we have Christ, we have hope. Without Christ, we have no hope at all.

4) Our hope is built upon Jesus Christ, the eternal High Priest, who removes all the hindrances between God and men.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Elementary Principles of Christ 

A. The internal transformation of faith ---- repentance from dead works and faith of God (v.1);

B. The external witness of faith ---- the doctrine of baptisms and laying on of hands (v.2a);

C. The eternal end of faith ---- resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment (v.2b);

The Foundation of Christians’ Life ---- From Passive Conditions to Positive Conditions

A. Repentance from dead works ---- turn away from dead works; faith of God ---- enter into God Himself (v.1);

B. The doctrine of baptisms ---- deal with and end all the passive things; laying on of hands ---- be untied with and have fellowship with divine things (v.2a);

C. Resurrection of the dead ---- from death; eternal judgment ---- enter into the eternal doom (v.2b);

Growth

A. The essentials of growth (v.1-3);

1. Not stay in the elementary principles;

2. Not overthrow the original foundation;

3. Go on into perfection with diligence to the present foundation;

B. The necessity of growth (v.4-8);

1. Growth is the natural phenomenon;

2. If there is no growth, there will be dire consequences. 

C. The encouragement of growth;

1. We have the hope of growth (v.9-12);

2. God puts the hope before us by promises (v.13-20);

Three “Not”s and Three “Shall”s of Christian

A. Three “not”s:

1. “Not” lay again the foundation (v.1);

2. If one is fallen away, he can “not” him again to repentance (v.6);

3. If one has received blessing from God, he will “not” bear bad fruit (v.7-8);

B. Three “shall”s:

1. One shall manifest the diligence in good works (v.9-12a).

2. One shall imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises (v.12a).

3. One shall keep the hope lying before us him (v.18-19).

Five Spiritual Experiences

A. Be enlightened (v.4a);

B. Taste the heavenly gift (v.4b);

C. Become partakers of the Holy Spirit (v.4c);

D. Taste the good word of God (v.5a);

E. Taste the powers of the age to come (v.b);

Three Kinds of Converse Conditions v. 7-8

A. Bear herbs or bear thrones briers;

B. Be useful for those by whom it is cultivated;

C. Receive blessing from God or be cursed;

Signs of True Spiritual Life and Secrets of Growth

A. Love shown because of the name of God (v.10b);

B. Minister the saints with diligence (v.10c); 

C. The full assurance of hope until the end (v.11);

D. Wait for the fulfillment of God’s promises and be full of faith and patience till that day (v.12);

Three Things that Believers Have to Pay Attention to

A. Show the labor of “love” (v.10-11a);

B. Have the full assurance of “hope” (v.11b);

C. Imitate the examples of “faith” (v.12);

Three Firm Safeguards

A. Refuge (v.18);

B. The anchor of soul (v.19);

C. Jesus as the forerunner (v.20);

Hebrews Chapter Seven
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the High Priest, Who is Better than Aaron (Ⅲ)

A. Melchizedek typifies Jesus Christ (v.1-10);

1. The person of Melchizedek is similar to the Son of God (v.1-3).

2. Melchizedek receives tithes Abraham, the patriarch of the Levite (v.4-10).

B. Jesus Christ has become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek (v.11-28);

1. Jesus Christ is the High Priest who arises according to the power of indissoluble life (v.11-19).

2. Jesus Christ is the High Priest who continues ever (v.20-25).

3. Jesus Christ is the High Priest who is higher than the heavens and fitting for us (v.26-28).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 7:1 “For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,” 

YLT: “For this Melchisedek, king of Salem, priest of God Most High, who did meet Abraham turning back from the smiting of the kings, and did bless him,”

Meaning of Words: “Melchizedek”: the righteous king; “Salem”: peace, perfection; “slaughter”: destroy, kill; 

Literal Meaning: “this king Melchizedek, king of Salem”, “Melchizedek” only appears two times in the whole Old Scriptures (Gen. 14:18-20; Ps. 110). The Jewish scribes had early believed that Psalm one hundred and ten is a psalm of Messiah. Therefore, Melchizedek typified the Messiah, namely, Christ. “Salem” was a king in the land of Canaan at that time. He set the capital in Salem, which was the original name of Jerusalem.  

  “Priest of the Most High God”, “the Most High God”: the only true God. At that time, the Canaanites worshipped the only true God. However, it is still unknown that whether they knew the only true God they worshipped was Jehovah, since there were no relevant documents for reference. “Priest of…”, in the chief times, the patriarchs or chiefs were supposed as the priests. Melchizedek was both a king as well as a priest without any record of beginning of days or end of life, suggesting that he always lives like the Son of God (see v.3), so he “remains a priest continually” (see v.3). 

  “Who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings”, “the slaughter of the kings”, it pointed that Abraham slaughtered the Chedorlaomer and the allied kings (Gen. 14:17, 9). Abram was the original name of Abraham (Gen. 17:5).

  “Met…blessed him”, the king of Salem Melchizedek brought bread and wine to receive and bless Abraham (Gen. 14:18-19). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The king of Salem typifies Jesus Christ. When He came to the earth, he would reign in those who belonged to Him (Matt. 2:6).

2) Melchizedek is both king and priest, which typifies that Jesus Christ is both king and High Priest. He is the king, who represents God before men. And He is the priest, who represents men before God. 

3) When we are in spiritual wars, the Lord Jesus not only fulfills the ministry of priesthood and makes intercessions for us but also provides us with bread and wine. Bread is for fullness and strength. And wine is for regeneration and encouragement. 

4) Our High Priest can sympathize with our weakness. Therefore, let us come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need (Heb. 4:15-16).

5) After Abraham he had slaughtered the kings, Melchizedek received and blessed him. Victory in spiritual war at a time does not mean the end of war. Many believers yield to looseness and pride after victory, thus the enemy catches the opportunity to take advantage of. Therefore, we need more service of the Lord after victory.

Heb. 7:2 “to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated "king of righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace,"” 

YLT: “to whom also a tenth of all did Abraham divide, (first, indeed, being interpreted, `King of righteousness,' and then also, King of Salem, which is, King of Peace,)”

Meaning of Words: “all”: all things, all that he had obtained; “gave”: part, distribute;

Literal Meaning: “to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all”, “of all”, of the spoils taken from the enemy (see v.4; Gen. 14:16, 20); “a tenth”, the custom of giving tithe existed in the times of patriarch (Gen. 14:20; 28:22). Afterwards, it was explicitly specified in the Law of Moses that the tithe should be holy to Jehovah (Lev. 27:30). 

“First being translated "king of righteousness"”, “first”: the name of Melchizedek; “being translated”, the meaning of Melchizedek translated into the Hebrew in the Old Testament and Greek in the New Testament is king of righteousness. Righteousness means being just and upright to both God and men. Melchizedek typifies that Christ is the king of righteousness (Is. 32:1), restoring the relations between God and men and among men into a right condition. 

“And then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace"”, “king of peace”, peace means that there is peace between God and men, and among men and in men. Melchizedek typifies that Christ is the king of peace (Is. 9:6; Matt. 21:4-5), restoring the relations between God and men and among men into a peaceful condition, thus peace and rest are filled in men.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When the father of faith had obtained the spoils, he did not forget to give tenth of his part to God. We believers who are spiritual descendants of Abraham according to the faith of Abraham should also not forget to give the part of God to Him when we are gifted by Him.

2) The Lord died on the cross to meet the righteous requirement of God. Therefore, He has become our righteousness (1Cor. 1:30). We can only be justified before God (Titus 3:7).

3) The Lord is the king of righteousness. He not only likes righteousness of Himself but also executes righteousness in the land (Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Dan. 9:7; Rev. 19:11-16) and makes those who believe Him seek righteousness (2Tim. 2:22).

4) The Lord is the king of righteousness and king of peace. The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace and joy in Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).

5) Righteousness brings into peace (Is. 32:17), and peace leads to righteousness (Heb. 12:11). And righteousness and peace have kissed each other (Ps. 85:10).

6) The Lord is the source of peace. Only though Him can we have peace with God and men (Eph. 2:14-16) and enjoy the peace of God.

7) The peace given by God is different from that of the world (John 14:27). All those who are in Him and pray to Him will receive the peace surpassing every understanding (John 16:33; Phil. 4:6-7). 

Heb. 7:3 “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.” 

YLT: “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, and being made like to the Son of God, doth remain a priest continually.”

Meaning of Words: “days”: age, years; “made like”: assimilate closely; 

Literal Meaning: “without father, without mother, without genealogy”, “without father, without mother”, it suggests that his birth was unknown. “Without genealogy”, any record of his genealogy is found in the scriptures. 

“Having neither beginning of days nor end of life”, “having neither beginning of days”, he has no record of birth at all; “nor end of life”, there is no record concerning his departure. Therefore, he is the type of the one who exists in the beginning (John 1:1) and lives forever (see v.24-25).

“But made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually”, “made like”, he is like the Son of God to a certain degree. It indicates in this verse that Melchizedek is not the Son of God, and he is taken as the type of the Son of God Jesus Christ on account of the “similar points”.

In the Book of Genesis, all the significant characters have genealogy except for Melchizedek, who appears only once without any record of life or death (Gen. 14:17-20). Besides, he is the one outside of the patriarchs of the Israelites. Therefore, he is fit to be chosen by God as the type of the High Priest Jesus Christ in the New Testament 1) he is the high priest who serves the people surpassing the races; 2) he is the honorable (who is a king) high priest; 3) he is the high priest who lives forever.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Melchizedek is both the king and priest (see v.1-2), who represents God (king) as well as men (priest). Therefore, he appears to be like the image of the Son of God?? The best way for a believer to be transfigured as the image of the Son of God (see Rom. 8:29 the original) is to be a true “honorable priest” (1Pet. 2:9), who often preaches God to men, and prays to bring men to God.

2) Believers have to honor their parents in the flesh (Eph. 6:3) and provide for their own (1Tim. 5:8) and fulfill their responsibilities. However, the more important is that all things shall be done in the Lord (Eph. 6:1), so one shall not pay more attentions to his parents than the Lord (see Matt. 10:37). 

Heb. 7:4 “Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils.” 

YLT: “And see how great this one , to whom also a tenth Abraham the patriarch did give out of the best of the spoils,”

Meaning of Words: “the spoils”: best of the booty; “patriarch”: progenitor; “great”: honorable;

Literal Meaning: “now consider how great this man was…the patriarch Abraham”, “the patriarch Abraham” is the earliest and greatest forefather of the Hebrews (the Jews). He was the great-grandfather of Levi, and Aaron was the sixth from him (Ex. 6:16, 18, 20). 

  “Gave a tenth of the spoils”, “the spoils”: the best booty after selection; 

  “How great this man was”, “this man” refers to Melchizedek; “how great”: he was even worthy of the devotion of the greatest forefather of the Hebrews, Abraham. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many examples of the predecessors recorded in the Scriptures are for our imitation or admonition (see 1Cor. 10:11). Therefore, we have to consider them and learn from them. 

2) Abraham’s fear to God is even manifested before Melchizedek who serves God. Let the elders who take the lead well be esteemed worthy of double honor, specially those laboring in word and teaching (1Tim. 5:17).

3) We give the “spoils” ---- what are given to us by God ---- to God, who are worthy of “the spoils”. Let us not bring things that become old by constant use or that are unoccupied to the church. Otherwise, the church will become the place hoarding up secondhand goods. 

Heb. 7:5 “And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham;” 

YLT: “and those, indeed, out of the sons of Levi receiving the priesthood, a command have to take tithes from the people according to the law, that is, their brethren, even though they came forth out of the loins of Abraham;”

Meaning of Words: “priesthood”: the ministry as a priest;  

Literal Meaning: “the sons of Levi”, only the sons of Aaron among the Israelites in the Old Testament could fulfill the priesthood (Ex. 28:1; 1Chr. 6:49), and they are a house of the tribe of Levi (1Chr. 6:1-3). 

  “Receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law”, “have a commandment … according to the law”: according to the commandment of the law of Moses; “receive tithes”, it indicates that the people of Israel should give all the tithes to the sons of Levi (Num. 18:21-24).  

  “The people … their brethren”, “their brethren”: the relationship of brethren, which means that both the people of Israel and the sons of Levi are the same forefather. 

  “They have come from the loins of Abraham”, they are also the descendants of Abraham. 

Heb. 7:6 “but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises.” 

YLT: “and he who was not reckoned by genealogy of them, received tithes from Abraham, and him having the promises he hath blessed,”

Literal Meaning: “but he whose genealogy is not derived from them”: it is inferred from the context that there is no blood relationship between Melchizedek and Abraham. 

  “Received tithes from Abraham”, “receive…tithes”: receive the part that should be given; 

  “Blessed him who had the promises”, “had the promises”: have the promises that God will bless him (Gen. 12:1-3); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When we give tithes to God, we confess that all is of Him. Our High Priest is worthy of our devotion of all to Him and our willingness to sacrifice all to Him, for all that are of us belong to Him. 

2) If we give all to Him, we will be more willing to leave all for Him and more experience the power of the High Priest’s blessing.

3) Our faith and devotion to the Lord are both out of the denial of ourselves and humility. The humbler and even vain we see us, the more we are willing to give us to Him to be governed by Him. And only our humility and denial of ourselves will deserve His blessings. 

Heb. 7:7 “Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.” 

YLT: “and apart from all controversy, the less by the better is blessed --”

Meaning of Words: “better”: superior, superior; “lesser”: worse, younger, smaller; 

Literal Meaning: “the lesser is blessed by the better”, the one who blesses others is of course better than the one who is blessed. 

  “Beyond all contradiction”, it is beyond question. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The more we know His honor and transcendence, the humbler will we be and the smaller of us will we feel, and the more blessings we will obtain from Him.

2) Jesus Christ is the origin of our all blessings. All the true blessings are of Him and exist because of Him. 

3) Christ comes to let us blessed by God. Only those who are in Christ can receive the blessing of God. 

Heb. 7:8 “Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives.” 

YLT: “and here, indeed, men who die do receive tithes, and there , who is testified to that he was living,”
Literal Meaning: “here mortal men receive tithes”, “here”: the priests of the tribe of Levi, who were prevented by death (see v.23);

  “But there he receives them”, “there he”: Melchizedek;

  “Of” whom it is witnesses that he lives”, it refers to Jesus Christ typified by Melchizedek; God bears witness to Him in the Scriptures that He lives “forever” (Ps. 110:4). 

Heb. 7:9 “Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak,” 

YLT: “and so to speak, through Abraham even Levi who is receiving tithes, hath paid tithes,”

Literal Meaning: “paid tithes through Abraham”, “through Abraham”, the Levites were the sons of Abraham. Since Levi was in the loins of Abraham (see v.10), he had part in the works of Abraham. Just like all the human beings sinned when the first Adam sinned since all of them were in the loins of him (see Rom. 5:12).

Heb. 7:10 “for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.” 

YLT: “for he was yet in the loins of the father when Melchisedek met him.”

Literal Meaning: “when Melchizedek met him”, it mentions the fact in verse one again. 

“For he was still in the loins of his father”, it indicates that what Abraham did represents what his sons did. 

Heb. 7:11 “Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron?” 

YLT: “If indeed, then, perfection were through the Levitical priesthood -- for the people under it had received law -- what further need, according to the order of Melchisedek, for another priest to arise, and not to be called according to the order of Aaron?”

Meaning of Words: “perfection”: fulfillment;

Literal Meaning: “for under it the people received the law”, the word in parenthesis amplifies the function of “the Levitical priesthood”, which was so important that all the people of Israel received the law according to this priesthood. 

  “If perfection were through the Levitical priesthood … what further need was there that another priest should rise”, “if” it is rather powerful, which shows that whether the priesthood is perfect is the focus. “Perfection”: make the purpose and mission of the priesthood perfected; 

  The ministry of priests in the Old Testament is not perfect. The sacrifices that they offered for the people only were only a calling to mind of sins (Heb. 10:3-4), which could neither remove sins nor make men sanctified (Heb. 10:1-2).

  “According to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron”, the differences between the priesthood according to “the order of Melchizedek” and “the order of Aaron” are listed as below:

1) “king and priest” to “the sons of Levi” (see v.1, 5);

2) “remain a priest continually” to “be prevented by death from continuing” (see v.1, 8, 23);

3) “one man” to “many priests” (see v.15, 23);

4) “once for all when He offered up Himself” to “offer up sacrifices for sins daily” (see v.27);

5) “be perfected forever” to “not perfect” (see v.11, 28);

6) “according to the power of an endless life” to “according to the law of a fleshly commandment” (v.16);

7) “holy, harmless, undefiled” to “one’s own sins” (see v.26-27); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The order of Aaron only typifies the works of the Lord on the earth. Therefore, another order better than that of Aaron is required to typify Christ who is High Priest in the heavens forever. 

2) Many Christians only know about Christ typified by Aaron, regarding that the death and blood of Christ are rather precious. If they seek the faith in rest, such knowledge is not quiet enough and they have to further know about Christ typified by Melchizedek. 

3) The work of Aaron only includes atonement and acceptance of God, and lacks authority and power. Only Christ who is High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek has eternal full power and blessing.

4) Seldom Christians know about Christ typified by Melchizedek. Many believe Christ sits on the right hand of God, but do not understand the relation with their daily life and spiritual pursuit so that they enjoy little of the ministry of Christ. 

Heb. 7:12 “For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law.” 

YLT: “for the priesthood being changed, of necessity also, of the law a change doth come,”

Meaning of Words: “change”: transfer, remove, turn, translate;
Literal Meaning: “for the priesthood being changed”, it indicates that the priesthood is changed from the order of Aaron into that of Melchizedek (see v.11), from the priest tribe of Levi to the king tribe of Judah (see v.13-14), from the weak man to the Son of God (see v.28). 

  “Of necessity there is also a change of the law”, it points that the external law of letter shall be changed into the internal law of life (Heb. 8:10). Here, the necessity of change is much emphasized, for the foundation has utterly changed.

  Jesus Christ has become High Priest according to the power of an endless life (see v.16), namely, the High Priest who lives forever according to the law of life. 

Heb. 7:13 “For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has officiated at the altar.” 

YLT: “for he of whom these things are said in another tribe hath had part, of whom no one gave attendance at the altar,”

Literal Meaning: “for He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe”, “He of whom these things are spoken”: the Lord Jesus (see v.14); “another”, it is not another one of the same sort, but that of different sorts; “another tribe”: not the tribe of Levi; 

  “From which no man has officiated at the altar”, “from which”: the tribe of Judah (see v.14); “has officiated at the altar”, it is the chief ministry of a priest. Here this phrase is used as synonym of “priesthood” (see v.12). This is a sign of the author’s impressive wording. In the Old Testament, only the sons of Aaron among the tribe of Levi are permitted to fulfill the priesthood (Ex. 28:1; 1Chr. 6:49), so there is no one out of other tribes to officiate at the alter.

Heb. 7:14 “For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood.” 

YLT: “for evident that out of Judah hath arisen our Lord, in regard to which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.”

Meaning of Words: “evident”: manifest, obvious, apparent; “arose”: make rise, spring up, be up; 

Literal Meaning: “it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah”, “our Lord”: the Lord Jesus Christ; “it is evident … arose from Judah”, it indicates that the Lord is the son of David I the tribe of Judah according to the fleshly genealogy (see Matt. 1:1-2). 

  “Of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood”, “of which tribe”: of the tribe of Judah; “Moses”, neither Moses himself, nor the law of Moses nor the Pentateuch has mentioned anyone out of the tribe of Judah officiates at the alter. 

Heb. 7:15 “And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest” 

YLT: “And it is yet more abundantly most evident, if according to the similitude of Melchisedek there doth arise another priest,”

Meaning of Words: “likeness”: resemblance;

Literal Meaning: “and if in the likeness of Melchizedek there arises another priest”, “the likeness of Melchizedek” is slightly different from “the order of Melchizedek”. “Order” refers to its sort, and “likeness” it the resemblance or pattern through which the connotation is manifested. 

“It is yet far more evident”, “evident”: very obvious; 

Heb. 7:16 “who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an endless life.” 

YLT: “who came not according to the law of a fleshly command, but according to the power of an endless life,”

Meaning of Words: “commandment”: law; “endless”: indissoluble, permanent;

Literal Meaning: “who has come not according to the law of a fleshly commandment”, “has come”: it is always so in the past and will be so forever. “Commandment” includes two words in the original, namely, commandment and law, the former is a specific commandment, and the sum of the commandments is law. “According to the law of a fleshly commandment”: the hereditary system of priesthood only belongs to the tribe of Levi (Deut. 18:1). 

  “But according to the power of an endless life”, “an endless life”: the life of God, the life is indissoluble and nothing can destroy the life. “Power”: the power in the life of God overcomes all. The Lord Jesus Christ overcomes the death through the power of the endless life and marks out the Son of God in power by resurrection of dead (Rom. 1:4), and becomes the High Priest in such life to fulfill the priesthood and save us (see v.24-25).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ has become the High Priest according to the power of an endless life. He shall give us the power of the heavenly life so that we will lead a heavenly life. 

2) We shall also become the ministers of new covenant as Christ who has become the High Priest, not of letter, but of spirit (2Cor. 3:6). 

Heb. 7:17 “For He testifies: "You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek."” 

YLT: “for He doth testify -- `Thou a priest -- to the age, according to the order of Melchisedek;'”

Meaning of Words: “testify”: be witness, have good report;

Literal Meaning: “for He testifies”, the word of God that testifies; the following words are quoted from the Book of Psalm (110:4). 

  “You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek”, “according to the order of Melchizedek”, the similar words are mentioned in this book six times (Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:11, 15, 17).

Heb. 7:18 “For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its weakness and unprofitableness,” 

YLT: “for a disannulling indeed doth come of the command going before because of its weakness, and unprofitableness,”

Meaning of Words: “weakness”: strengthlessness, feebleness; “unprofitableness”: uselessness, inutility; 

Literal Meaning: “the former commandment”, it refers to the commandment of the law that only the sons of Aaron in the tribe of Levi are allowed to fulfill the priesthood. 

  “There is annulling of the former commandment because of its weakness and unprofitableness”, “weakness”, the law and commandment are inefficient; “unprofitableness”, the law and commandment are useless, for they cannot help men to overcome sin and death (Rom. 7:7-13); “annul”, here it especially points that the priests in the New Testament need not to be appointed according to the law and commandment. 

Heb. 7:19 “for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.” 

YLT: “(for nothing did the law perfect) and the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw nigh to God.”

Meaning of Words: “make … perfect”: fulfill, consummate; “hope”: expectation;  

Literal Meaning: “the law made nothing perfect”, it means what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh (Rom. 8:3), so the law cannot make men perfect. 

  “There is the bringing in of a better hope”, “a better hope”, it refers to the priest who is appointed according to the power of the indissoluble (see v.16), and the better covenant that he has accomplished (see v.22), because the covenant guarantees us the perfect redemption and the true access God.

  “Through which we draw near to God”, we draw near to God through “the better hope” that is previously mentioned.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The function of the law is bringing us to Christ (Gal. 3:24). Now since we have already received Christ, we shall not be bound by the law of letter. 

2) Christ lives in us, and is our hope of glory (Col. 1:27). Our hope does not lie in earthly things, but in the living Christ, who is the “better hope”. 

Heb. 7:20 “And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath” 

YLT: “And inasmuch as not apart from oath, (for those indeed apart from oath are become priests,”

Literal Meaning: “and inasmuch as He…made priest”, “and”, another point is raised in this verse. “He” refers to Jesus. 

  “Not made without an oath”, “not…without”: double negatives equal to “positive”, indicating that He was made with an oath. “Made…with an oath”, the following verses will talk about the difference between the appointment of priest with an oath and that without an oath.

Heb. 7:21 “(for they have become priests without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to Him: "The LORD has sworn And will not relent, "You are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek"'),” 

YLT: “and he with an oath through Him who is saying unto him, `The Lord sware, and will not repent, Thou a priest -- to the age, according to the order of Melchisedek;')”

Literal Meaning: “for they have become priests without an oath”, “priests” refer to all the priests appointed according to the fleshly commandment (see v.16);

  “But He with an oath by Him”, “but He”: only Jesus; the most significant difference of the Lord Jesus’ priesthood from the priests among men is that He is appointed by the swearing of God. 

“Him who said to Him”, “Him” (the first one) refers to God; “said to Him”: it means that God speaks in the scriptures.

“The LORD has sworn And will not relent, “You are a priest forever”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (110:4). 

Heb. 7:22 “by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.” 

YLT: “by so much of a better covenant hath Jesus become surety,”

Meaning of Words: “surety”: pledged, bondsman;

Literal Meaning: “a better covenant”, it refers to the New Covenant, which is better than the Old Covenant (Heb. 8:13), for the New Covenant is established upon better promises (Heb. 8:6); “surety”, according to the original, the word shows that the bondsman cannot escape, for he has to give the member of his body as security. Therefore, the guarantee is much reliable and stable.  

  Jesus Christ is the High Priest sworn by God. He has not only accomplished the New Covenant for us ---- who has accomplished the better covenant, but also has become the surety of the new testament ---- who guarantees that we are enabled to enjoy all the profits in the New Covenant unto fullness. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The blessing of Christian is that we have “the better covenant” and “the better surety”. 

2) Jesus Christ is our surety, who personally takes the responsibility to fulfill the New Covenant. 

Heb. 7:23 “Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing.” 

YLT: “and those indeed are many who have become priests, because by death they are hindered from remaining;”

Meaning of Words: “prevent”: hinder, forbid; “continuing”: abode, remain, stay near; 

Literal Meaning: “there were many priests”, “there were …priests”: the Levites who performed the priesthood (see v.5); “many”: since they were mortal (see v.8), there were many priests during the past generations. 

  “Because they were prevented by death from continuing”, “prevented by death”, it indicates that death is a factor preventing the priests from continuing. “Were prevented …from continuing”, it shows that they could not continue to perform the priesthood. 

Heb. 7:24 “But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.” 

YLT: “and he, because of his remaining -- to the age, hath the priesthood not transient,”

Meaning of Words: “continue”: abide, stay near, remain; “unchangeable”: not passing away, untransferable; 

Literal Meaning: “He, because He continues forever”, “continues forever”, it is a contrast to the phrase in the previous verse ---- “be prevented from continuing”. 

  “He, has an unchangeable priesthood”, “unchangeable”, it indicates that He “alone” will keep the priesthood forever, which is a contrast to “many” in the previous verse. 

Heb. 7:25 “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” 

YLT: “whence also he is able to save to the very end, those coming through him unto God -- ever living to make intercession for them.”

Meaning of Words: “to the uttermost”: completely, forever; 

Literal Meaning: “He is able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him”, “to the uttermost”: it means completeness forever. “Save to the uttermost”: save to perfection and completeness and save to the uttermost forever. 

  “Since He always lives to make intercession for them”, “for them”: represent them; “make intercession”: pray for them; the whole verse means that Christ has become our High Priest in the heavens before God, and His chief mission is to make intercession to God for us so as to save us from all situations. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Man has no access to God through himself. However, the Lord has said: “I am the way” (John 14:6). He is the only for us to God. Therefore, we can come to God through Him.

2) Christ shall be the priest forever, which suggests that He shall perfect the works on us through the power of eternal life. He lives forever, so He can save us to the uttermost. 

Heb. 7:26 “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens;” 

YLT: “For such a chief priest did become us -- kind, harmless, undefiled, separate from the sinners, and become higher than the heavens,”

Meaning of Words: “fitting”: proper, comely, right;

Literal Meaning: “for such a High Priest, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners”, “holy” emphasizes that His inner nature makes God pleasant; “harmless” indicates that He has no constitution of evil; “undefiled” shows that He is not defiled by any environment; “separate from sinners”, it does not mean he has no association with sinners (see Matt. 9:9-13), but that he is not influenced by any sinner at all. “Harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners”, all of them emphasize the quality of His holiness. 

  “Was fitting for us …. has become higher than the heavens”, “higher than the heavens”: higher above all the heavens (Eph. 4:12); “was fitting for us”: satisfied our need; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The character and nature of a man decide his value before men. A preacher’s “being” is more significant than his “works” and “words”.

2) What we need most is what we have not and what we are unable to attain to. Since we have such a High Priest, we have to appropriate and enjoy His ministry at any moment. 

Heb. 7:27 “who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people's, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.” 

YLT: “who hath no necessity daily, as the chief priests, first for his own sins to offer up sacrifice, then for those of the people; for this he did once, having offered up himself;”

Meaning of Words: “did”: make, commit;

Literal Meaning: “who does not … as those high priests”, “those high priests”: the sons of Levi (see v.5) who perform the priesthood according to the fleshly commandment (see v.16). They had many and were prevented by death from continuing (see v.23). They were weak (see v.28) and were clothed with infirmity themselves, so they ought to offer for sins for the people and themselves (Heb. 5:2-3). They were high priests according to the order of Aaron (see v.11). 

  “For this He did once for all when He offered up Himself”, “once”: one time and one sacrifice, namely, himself; “for this”, “this” refers to redemption. 

  The Lord had offered Him once and has accomplished the redemption. He is God, so He is not restricted by time. He had accomplished this once for all. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The great redemption of the Lord Jesus has been perfected. Now if a sinner desires to be saved, he does not need to ask the Lord to die for him again but receives the effect of His once death on the cross and thus obtains salvation.

2) Our faith is not limited by time. And faith is able to bring in the reality of eternity. Those who were in the Old Testament saw forward and those who are in the New Testament see backward. Those who were in the Old Testament looked upon a Savior in the future unto salvation by faith and those who are in the New Testament rely on a Savior in the past unto salvation by faith. 

Heb. 7:28 “For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.” 

YLT: “for the law doth appoint men chief priests, having infirmity, but the word of the oath that after the law the Son -- to the age having been perfected.”

Meaning of Words: “be perfected”: be complete, be accomplished;

Literal Meaning: “the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness”, “men who have weakness”, it indicates that man is weak by nature and is limited by time and space and shall die and commit sins and fail to do things perfect etc. 

  “But the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints the Son”, “the Son” refers to the Son of God Jesus Christ. 

  “Who has been perfected forever”, there are two meaning of “be perfected”: 1) on one hand, it indicates that he is different from the weak men, for he is utterly perfect. 2) On the other hand, it also refers to the works that He has perfected (John 19:28). “Forever”, it shows that His “being” (perfection) and “doing” (perfect) never change and abide forever. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though we believers are imperfect, our intention and goal of our pursuit should be perfect as the Lord (Matt. 5:48; 1John 2:5).

2) We need only commit ourselves and all things to the perfect High Priest by faith, who is able to keep for that day the deposit we have entrusted to Him (2Tim. 1:12). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Melchizedek Who Typifies Jesus Christ (v.1-3)

A. His name, Melchizedek ---- the king of righteousness ---- who reigns by righteousness so that men shall be justified (1Cor. 1:30; Jer. 23:6; 33:16);

B. He was the king of Salem ---- king of peace ---- bring peace to those in whom God is well pleased (Luke 2:14);

C. He was both a king and a priest ---- on one hand, he is a king who represents the most high God to reign on the earth, and on the other hand, he is a priest who brings men to God;

D. He was without father, without mother, without genealogy ---- which indicates that the deity of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God;

E. He had neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God ---- which shows that he remains a priest continually;

The Order of Melchizedek is more Honorable Than That of Aaron

A. The patriarch Abraham gave tenth of his part to Melchizedek (v.4-5).

B. Melchizedek blessed Abraham, so the better one is obviously known (v.6-7).

C. The sons of Levi are mortal, and but Melchizedek is living (v.8-9).

D. The sons of Levi who received tithes paid tithes through Abraham (v.9).

The Better Priesthood of Jesus Christ 

A. His priesthood is excellent than that of the priests in the Old Testament:

1. The priesthood of the Old Testament is not perfect (v.11).

2. There is a necessity of the change of the law concerning the priesthood in the Old Testament (v.12-13).

3. The Lord as the priest according to the likeness of Melchizedek arouse from the tribe of Judah (v.14-15).

4. The Lord becomes the priest according to the order of Melchizedek ---- it is not according to the fleshly commandment, but the power of an endless life (v.16-17).

5. The Lord who becomes the priest has brought a better hope so that we are enabled to come to God through Him (v.18-19). 

B. Jesus Christ is a more perfect High Priest:

1. The Lord was made priest with an oath and has become a surety of a better covenant (v.20-22);

2. The Lord’s priesthood is unchangeable and he is able to save those who believe Him to the uttermost (v.23-25);

3. The Lord as the priest is holy and sinless above the heavens, so He is fitting for us (v.26-27);

The Differences between the Priests in the Two Testaments

A. The priesthood is changed ---- from imperfection to perfection (v.11-12a);

B. The law is changed ---- the priest from the tribe of Levi is changed into that from the tribe of Judah (v. 12b-15);

C. The commandment is destroyed ---- from that is according to the fleshly commandment to that is according to the power of an endless (v.16-19);

D. The “covenant” is changed ---- from that is appointed without an oath to that is appointed with an oath (v.20-22);

E. The number is changed ---- from many (who shall die) to one who lives forever (v.23-25);

F. The condition of the priest is changed ---- from those who are weak to the holy and perfect Son of God (v.26-28);

Jesus Christ is a Perfect High Priest

A. He is a spiritual High Priest (v.11-19);

1. He is a High Priest who is not appointed according to the fleshly commandment.

2. He is the High Priest according to the power of an endless life, bringing a better hope. 

B. He is a High Priest forever (v.20-25);

1. He is a High Priest according to the oath sworn by God;

2. He lives forever and is able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him.

C. He is a fitting High Priest (v.26-28);

1. He is a High Priest who is holy and sinless above the heavens and does not need to offer up sacrifices for his sin.

2. He is a High Priest who is not weak or incompetent, but has been perfected forever. 

Three Transcendent Ministries of Jesus Christ

A. He is the surety of a better covenant (v.20-22).

B. He is the savior who lives forever (v.23-25).

C. He is the High Priest who is perfect and fitting (v.26-28).

The Perfect High Priest

A. He is a High Priest of perfect power (v.25);

1. Who lives forever;

2. Who makes intercession for men;

3. Who saves to the utter most;

4. Who is able to save all those who rely on Him;

B. He is a High Priest of perfect life (v.26);

1. Who is holy and harmless;

2. Who is undefiled and is separated from sinners;

3. Who is higher than the heavens;

C. He is a High Priest who has been sacrificed perfectly (v.27);

1. Who does not need to offer up sacrifices for his own sin;

2. Who offered up Himself;

3. Who did once for all;

D. He is a High Priest who has been appointed perfectly (v.28);

1. Who is appointed by God;

2. Who has been delivered from the weakness under the law;

3. Who has been perfected forever; 

Hebrews Chapter Eight
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the High Priest of a Better Covenant

A. He is the better High Priest (v.1-5);

1. He is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens (v.1).

2. He is a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle (v.2).

3. He offers the true gifts and sacrifices to God (v.3-5).

B. He the Mediator of a better covenant (v.6-13);

1. The covenant is established on better promises (v.6).

2. The covenant replaces the faultless covenant (v.7).

3. The covenant is the new covenant made by God actively (v.8-9).

4. The covenant is that God writes the laws in man’s hearts (v.10-12).

a. Which leads to closer relationship between men and God (v.10);

b. Which makes all know God, from the least of them to the greatest of them (v.11);

c. Which makes all be redeemed (v.12);

5. The covenant is the “new” covenant which never becomes obsolete or old (v.13).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 8:1 “Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,” 

YLT: “And the sum concerning the things spoken of we have such a chief priest, who did sit down at the right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens,”

Meaning of Words: “main point”: a principal thing, summary;

Literal Meaning: “now this is the main point of the things we are saying”, “the things we are saying” refer to the priesthood and its relevant commandments (see 7:11-12, 16, 24, 27-28); the Jews pay great attention to the validity of all men or things related to worshiping God, e.g. the holy temple, the priest, the sacrifices, the offering and the law etc. (see v.3-5). 

  “We have such a High Priest”, “we have”, it means that He is ours. “Such a High Priest”, the High Priest who is totally different from the priests among men. 

  “Who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens”, “is seated”, it is an established fact. “The Majesty in the heavens”, it is the name that the Jews call God; “At the right hand”, it refers to honor. According to the customs of the synagogue of the Jews, the scribe at the right hand of the president recorded and read the cases of remission. Therefore, the right hand contains a tone of mercy. 

  This verse is quoted from the Book of Psalm (110:1), which shows that such a High Priest has the majesty and power of a king (see Ps. 110:2-3). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter reading spiritual books or hearing messages, we have to catch the main point instead of focusing on details.

2) That Christ is our High Priest is the main point of this book.

3) The main point to we Christians is to clearly know about the Lord Jesus Christ and what He is and what He does and what He has. He is the foundation of all our spiritual pursuit.

4) No matter what historical character or things the witnesses of Christ have quoted, the main point it always making all know that Christ is above all and chiefly important to all. Those who are with this purpose are witnesses that God pleases. 

5) The main point is that we have such a High Priest instead of any good sanctuary or law, and is that we have such a Lord Jesus Christ rather than any good church or doctrine. 

6) Christians tend to focus on and argue with the correctness and practicability, but have unconsciously ignored the center of doctrine and practices ---- Jesus Christ, caring for their own feeling instead of His feeling. 

7) Such a High Priest ---- the Lord Jesus Christ ---- has already overcome all the earthly entanglements and ascended into the heavens. All the passive things are under His feet. Therefore, He is able to be our seasonable help (Heb. 4:14-16).

8) Such a High Priest has ascended into the heavens. If we hold fast in Him, we will obtain heavenly provision and be enabled to lead the heavenly life on the earth. 

9) He is not “standing”, but “is seated”, which shows that His work has already completed. The Lord Jesus on earth has already fulfilled the mission and destroyed the head of the devil on the cross (see Gen. 3:15) and is waiting for God who will put the enemies footstool of His feet (Heb. 1:13). Christ has overcome, and we Christians will overcome with Him together. 

10) The High Priest who “is seated” shows that He is the noble High Priest and king, who reigns and is holy, and glorious and merciful, powerful and full of life. Through Him, we are enabled to “be the noble priests” (1Pet. 2:9).

11) He is seated at the right hand of the throne of “the greatness on high”. The fact is our comfort and safeguard. What shall we fear?

12) Since we have such a High Priest, we have the ladder connecting the earth and the heavens (Gen. 28:12-13; John 1:51). All the spiritual blessings in the heavens are ours (Eph. 1:3). We need only to come to Him and enjoy His service with boldness. 

Heb. 8:2 “a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.” 

YLT: “of the holy places a servant, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord did set up, and not man,”

Meaning of Words: “minister”: servant, provider; “erect”: pitch, fix, set up; 

Literal Meaning: “a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle”, “sanctuary”, in the original, it is “holy places” in the tabernacle ---- since the veils in the heavens have been taken away, there is no distinction between the first veil and the second veil (see 9:8; 10:19-20). The whole tabernacle is Holy of holies, which is called “true tabernacle”. It is the true tabernacle, which shows that the tabernacle on the earth is true, not a modified or copied one (see v.5). 

  Christ in the true tabernacle is in the holy of holies in the heavens and appears before God for us (see 9:24). “Minister”: it indicates that He fulfills the priesthood and saves those who come to God through Him and makes intercessions for them (see 7:24-25).

  “Which the Lord erected, and not man”, “the tabernacle”: the true tabernacle in the heavens; “man”: the tent of meeting was erected by Moses and was the shadow of the true tabernacle in the heavens (see v.5). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world unseen by our physical eyes is a real world, which shall be received by faith (see 6:20; 11:1-2, 17; 12:22). 

2) The Lord Jesus is the Minister in the true tabernacle in the heavens. On one hand, He brings us into the heavenly sphere so that we are as in the heavens though we are still on earth. And on the other hand, He provides the heavenly blessing to us so that we are enabled to enjoy heavenly life and power. 

3) Christ is the Minister in the true tabernacle, ministering us in the spirits of us. Therefore, we have to touch Him in spirit and truth so as to enjoy His presence and power. 

4) All the tabernacles erected by man’s hands are passing and defective. Only that the Lord erects is eternal and complete. The church built by man’s hands cannot please the Lord. Therefore, let us see how we build upon it (1Cor. 3:10-15). 

Heb. 8:3 “For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer.” 

YLT: “for every chief priest to offer both gifts and sacrifices is appointed, whence necessary for this one to have also something that he may offer;”

Meaning of Words: “appointed”: ordain, set;

Literal Meaning: “for every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices”, “gifts”: meeting offering, which is for the purpose of pleasing God with graciousness; “sacrifices”, sin-offering, which is for the purpose of atonement (see 5:1). The chief ministry of the high Priests is offering sacrifices. 

  “Is appointed”, it indicates the works of the high priests are different from that of others and the works cannot be done by common people. 

“Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer.” “Offer”, it is an offering once for all, not a continual one. Christ as the High Priest needs only to offer Him once (see 7:27; 9:26, 28; 10:12, 14). After that, what He offers is intercessions for believers (7:25) and sacrifice of believers’ praise (13:15). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “It is necessary that this One also have something to offer”, it indicates that the most important works of the High Priest is offering sacrifices. Therefore, we come to God through Him and receive His service (see 7:25). 

2) Christ offers Him once through death. All those who follow the High Priest shall also be accepted by God through self-denial and obedience. 

Heb. 8:4 “For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law;” 

YLT: “for if, indeed, he were upon earth, he would not be a priest -- (there being the priests who are offering according to the law, the gifts,”

Literal Meaning: “for if He were on earth, He would not be a priest”, it indicates that He fulfills the priesthood in the heavens, not on the earth (see v.1; 9:24). The Lord Jesus on the earth belonged to the tribe if Judah according to the flesh (see Matt. 1:1-16; Luke 3:23-33), not the tribe of Levi who had received the priesthood (see 7:5, 13-14)

“Since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law”, “offer”, it is in the present tense in the original. Therefore, some Bible scholars think there were still priests fulfilling the priesthood in the holy temple in Jerusalem when the writer wrote this epistle. Therefore, the holy temple still remained at that time. And therefore, this epistle must be written before 70 A.D. (the holy temple was destroyed in 70 A.D.). However, the writer does not mention the rituals of the holy temple, but the customs concerning the ministry of priests in the tabernacle mentioned in the laws. 

Heb. 8:5 “who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."” 

YLT: “who unto an example and shadow do serve of the heavenly things, as Moses hath been divinely warned, being about to construct the tabernacle, for `See (saith He) thou mayest make all things according to the pattern that was shewn to thee in the mount;') --”

Meaning of Words: “serve”: minister; “copy”: example, pattern; “shadow”: reflection, outline;

Literal Meaning: “who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things”, “serve”: the priests on the earth offered the sacrifices according to the law (see v.4); “the heavenly things”: it means that the Lord Jesus as the High Priest in the true tabernacle in the heavens (see v.2); “copy and shadow”: not real body, but the model reproduced from the real body and the shadow reflected from the real body (see 2Cor. 4:18; Col. 2:17). 

  Here, it shows that the tabernacle on the earth is the copy and shadow of the true tabernacle in the heavens. The real body in the heavens is in the tabernacle where God is. Our High Priest Christ brings His blood into the holies (see 9:11-12). 

  “As Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said”, “be divinely instruct”, it is a theological word in the original, especially “the commandment revealed by God” (see Ex. 25:40; Heb. 11:7; 12:25). 

“"See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain"”, it is quoted from the Book of Exodus (25:40). It indicates that all things that Moses had made were types of the true tabernacle in the heavens, showing that sinners could draw near to the holy God through the redemption of Jesus Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The church on the earth is merely the copy and shadow of things in the heavens. And the real body is Christ ---- the church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:23). Therefore, every part of the church should be built according to Christ. 

2) The church shall be not built according to man’s mind and will, but according to the pattern shown on the mountain. That is to say, the church shall be built according to the vision from the heavens and by Christ. Otherwise, it shall be demolished and burnt. 

Heb. 8:6 “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.” 

YLT: “and now he hath obtained a more excellent service, how much also of a better covenant is he mediator, which on better promises hath been sanctioned,”

Meaning of Words: “obtain”: receive, gain; “ministry”: ministration; “more excellent”: surpassing; “covenant”: testimony; “Mediator”: reconciler;

Literal Meaning: “but now He has ordained a more excellent ministry”, “He has ordained … ministry”, it refers to the works that He is doing; “more excellent”, it is surpassing all the works of the high priests among men.

  “Inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant”, “covenant”, it refers to the covenant engaged by two parts in the Old Covenant (Jos. 9:6; Judge 2:2; 1Sam. 23:18). In the New Covenant, it especially means a kind of relationship between God and His elect. God gives men the New Covenant by grace in order to save the world (Acts 3:25; 7:8; Rom. 9:4; 11:27). 

  “A better covenant” refers to the New Covenant, which is better than the Old Covenant for the sake of three aspects of reasons: 1) since Christ is the Mediator of the New Covenant, the covenant continues forever (see this verse and 7:22-25); 2) it is appointed by better promises (see the next verse) so that we are enabled to be totally remitted (v.12); 3) it is the spiritual law written on the fleshly tables of heart, not the law of letter on stones (see v.10-11; 2Cor. 3:3, 6).

  “Which was established on better promises”, “better promises”, the promise of establishing the other covenant (see v.10-12); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The ministry of the better High Priest makes us come to God with boldness. The ministry of the better Mediator guarantees the new covenant is sufficient to satisfy the needs of both God and men. 

2) The better promises brings better covenant. God is faithful. He shall accomplish all that He has promised. The New Covenant will be fulfilled on us. 

Heb. 8:7 “For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second.” 

YLT: “for if that first were faultless, a place would not have been sought for a second.”

Meaning of Words: “faultless”: blameless, irreproachable; 

Literal Meaning: “for if that first covenant had been faultless”, “first covenant”: the old covenant; “faultless”, it is not faultless of the nature of the covenant, but faultless of the execution of the covenant, for it is unable to provide the power of keeping the covenant to men (see Rom. 7:12, 14). 

  “Then no place would have been sought for a second”, “sought”: it is seeking by all means according to the original; “no place would have been sought”: it is unnecessary to seek … any more; “a second”: it refers to the new covenant. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the old covenant is precious, it can do nothing because of the powerlessness of men. Therefore, man is the most important factor in everything. 

2) Today, in the times of the New Testament, the factor of man is still rather important. Problems do not lie in the doctrine, but in the men who do the word ---- prejudices or self-wills, e.g. the building of the church ---- problems may often arise in men. 

Heb. 8:8 “Because finding fault with them, He says: "Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah--” 

YLT: “For finding fault, He saith to them, `Lo, days come, saith the Lord, and I will complete with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah, a new covenant,”

Meaning of Words: “find fault”: blame; “make”: complete; “new”: fresh;

Literal Meaning: “because finding fault with them”, the verse from verse eight to twelve are quoted from the Book of Jeremiah (31:31-34). This paragraph of prophesy is one of the best paragraphs in the old covenant, which influences the new covenant significantly (see Luke 22:20; 1Cor. 11:25; 2Cor. 3:6). 

  “Them”, it is the masculine gender in the original, because problems are caused by men, not the covenant. 

  “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah”, “days”: not a particular day, but a certain period, namely, the coming age of the new covenant; “the house of Israel and with the house of Judah”, when God wrote this prophecy by Jeremiah, the elect of God were divided into the kingdom of Israel (the ten tribes of the northern countries) and the kingdom of Judah (the two tribes of the southern country). Therefore, both the house of Israel and the house of Judah are the whole elect of God. “Make a new covenant”, it is recorded in the old covenant, suggesting that the old covenant itself confesses its imperfection (see v.7). Therefore, another covenant is needed to replace the old one. 

Heb. 8:9 “not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the LORD.” 

YLT: “not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers, in the day of My taking by their hand, to bring them out of the land of Egypt -- because they did not remain in My covenant, and I did not regard them, saith the Lord, --”

Meaning of Words: “made”: do; “disregard”: ignore, make light of, be careless of, neglect;

Literal Meaning: “not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt”, “not according to”, it means that the new covenant is not like the old one; “took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of…”, it points out the background when the old covenant was made; “day”: it is in the single in the original, which refers to the day when they had the feast of the Passover. 

  “I took them by the hand”, it mentions the ignorant and immature conditions of their fathers, so they could act when their hands were taken. “Took….by the hand”, it means leading externally, which is different from the guidance in the new covenant according to the indwelling Spirit.

  “Because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them”, the translation of the LXX is much different from the original of the verse in the old covenant, which gives, “though I am their husband, they go against my covenant” (Jer. 31:32).

  According to the original in Greek, “they did not continue in” and “I disregarded them” are emphatic. They disobeyed the covenant first, and then God did not regard them and gave them up (see Rom. 1:26, 28).

“Says the LORD”, this is a way of conclusion of the prophets when they quote the words of God (see 1King 14:11; Is. 14:22; Jer. 1:8; Eze. 3:11; Amos 1:5 etc.), which shows that it is indeed the words of God’s revelation between “says the LORD” (see v.8) and the second “says the LORD”. And there is by no means the prophets’ own will therein. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “I took them by the hand to lead them out of”, this is the portrait of the relation between God and men in the Old Testament, which shows that the apparent following is more than internal obedience.

2) When problems arise in man’s “heart”, he will not like to keep the covenant, which causes the response of God’s “heart” ---- disregarding of man. 

3) The covenant of God is not supposed to be kept temporally, but kept “by perseverance” continually. 

Heb. 8:10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 

YLT: “because this the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel, after those days, saith the Lord, giving My laws into their mind, and upon their hearts I will write them, and I will be to them for a God, and they shall be to Me for a people;”

Meaning of Words: “make”: dispose, appoint; “mind”: understanding, deep thought; 

Literal Meaning: “says the LORD”, there is another quotation of the word of God (see Jer. 31:33).

  “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days”, here it refers to the twelve tribes of the whole elect of God. 

  “I will put My laws with the house of Israel in their mind and write them on their hearts”, “My laws” refer to the laws of Christ (Gal. 6:2), which are different from that of Moses. The former is life, and the latter is letter. The former is flexible and able to deal with the diverse needs in different ways, and the latter is fixed and unable to deal with different needs flexibly. 

  “Mind”: give deep thought or “understanding” to men (see v.11); “Hearts”: the issues of life are out of hearts (Pro. 4:23). “Mind” and “heart” control the whole inner life of a man. 

  “I will be their God, and they shall be My people”, this verse contains rich meaning: 1) the failure of the old covenant will never be repeated (see v.9); 2) the new relation between God and men is established according to the new law (see 2Cor. 6:16b); 3) the new law is the law of God’s kingdom; 4) God will enable men to fulfill the requirements of the laws by Himself. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The biggest difference between the New Covenant and the Old Covenant is that whether it is in man or outside of man. The external laws can only bind man’s hands and feet but fail to encourage man’s hearts. The internal laws can make a man obey willingly. Otherwise, he will not be glad. 

2) The Old Covenant is faultless, for the covenant and men are divided. In the New Covenant, both of them are one. Therefore, the New Covenant never fails.

3) The Spirit of the living God writes the laws in the fleshly tables of man’s heart (see 2Cor. 3:3) so that man pleases to walk according to the will of God, just like the Son of God Jesus (Ps. 40:8).

4) God writes the law on man’s “heart” so that man will be readily to respond to the will of God that He had revealed. 

5) The law that God has written on our hearts is the “law of the Spirit of life” (Rom. 8:2). And the law will work efficaciously when we walk according to the Spirit (Rom. 8:5-6) and let the life grow quickly.

6) The will of God is that there is a group of people who are separated from the world and have fellowship with Him and become His people. Therefore, God will be their God and provide them all that they need (2Cor. 6:16-18).

Heb. 8:11 “None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, "Know the LORD,' for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them.” 

YLT: “and they shall not teach each his neighbour, and each his brother, saying, Know thou the Lord, because they shall all know Me from the small one of them unto the great one of them,”

Meaning of Words: “neighbor”: fellow; “know (the first one)”: be aware of (the objective knowledge in general); “know (the second one)”: subjective consciousness in oneself;

Literal Meaning: “none of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying”, “teach”, the word in the original refers to the teaching of those who are able to teach after special training. 

  “Know the LORD”, here it is the apparent and seated knowledge.

  “For all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them”, “from the least of them to the greatest of them”, it includes people in different ages, classes, and educational degrees. “Know”: internal and conscious knowledge;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today, we do not seek external knowledge about God, but seek the conscious and internal knowledge about God in life. When we believe the Lord Jesus, God has put His Son in us. He that has the Son of God has life (1John 5:12). And the life enables us to know God. 

2) Every believer in the New Covenant, without any distinction, is enabled to have personal and direct knowledge of God. And everyone does not need to be taught by others in the things of knowing God. 

3) Though all believers know God, the conditions of everyone’s knowing God are different ---- the distinctions among the fathers, the young men and the little children (see 1John 2:13-14). Therefore, we shall not be satisfied with the knowledge that we have obtained, but seek more and deeper knowledge about God with diligence. 

4) It is the special sign of the true children of God that they know God directly and are taught by God directly (see Is. 54:13; John 6:45). 

5) Knowing God is closely connected with keeping the will of God (see 1Sam. 2:12; Jer. 22:15-16; Hosea 4:1; 1John 2:3). Therefore, if we shall keep the will of God, we have to know God.

6) “No one shall see the Lord without holiness” (Heb. 12:14). “Blessed the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). If we desire to know God more, we have to seek holiness and purify our hearts. 

Heb. 8:12 “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."” 

YLT: “because I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will remember no more;' --”

Meaning of Words: “be merciful to”: be it far; “unrighteousness”: injustice, wrongfulness;

Literal Meaning: “for I will be merciful to their unrighteousness”, “unrighteousness”, it is in the plural in the original, which refers to the unrighteous deeds in the sight of God. 

  “And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more”, “remember”, it contains a meaning of judgment. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Unrighteousness and sins are the most terrible hindrances of the fellowship between God and men. Therefore, if we desire to have fellowship with God, we have to deal with our sins (1John 1:7).

2) Believers’ sins before their being saved have been remitted when they believe the Lord Jesus (Col. 2:13). If they commit sins after being saved, they have to confess their sins and draw the precious blood of the Lord (1John 1:9; 2:1).

Heb. 8:13 “In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.” 

YLT: “in the saying `new,' He hath made the first old, and what doth become obsolete and is old nigh disappearing.”

Meaning of Words: “obsolete”: make… worn out; “growing old”: be senescent; “vanish away”: abrogate, disappear (a legal term); 

Literal Meaning: “in that He says, “A new covenant”, He has made the first obsolete”, “the first”: the old covenant (see v.7); “has made … obsolete”, it is in the past perfect tense in the original, showing that it has been over and become an established fact. 

  “Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away”, “becoming obsolete”, it is replaces by the new one; “growing old”, it means that its function and power is growing weak, just like an aging man, whose physical function grows weak. “Vanish away”, it is disappearing because of the accomplishment of nothing (see 1Cor. 13:8-11). 

  There are four verbs in this verse to describe that the old covenant is passing:

1) “Made…obsolete” ---- the past perfect tense, which indicates that it had already become the old covenant;

2) “Becoming obsolete” ---- the present passive participle, which indicates that it is in the process of being replaced. 

3) “Growing old” ---- the present active participle, which indicates that it is in the process of becoming valid. 

4) “Vanish away”, the present tense, it is disappearing soon. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All that will “become obsolete and grow old” is transient and will vanish away. Let us turn our eyes to the constantly new things rather than linger on old things.

2) If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. Old things have passed away. All things have become new (2Cor. 5:17). 

3) We should serve in newness of the spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter (Rom. 7:6). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

A Better Covenant

A. A better ministry

1. He is a minister in the true tabernacle which the Lord erected (v.2).

2. What he has offered is the true sacrifices and the real body in the heavens (v.3, 5). 

B. A better Mediator

1. His ministry is more excellent (v.6a);

2. The covenant He ensures is better (v.6b):

a. For the first covenant is faultless (v.7);

b. For the covenant is established on better promises (v.6c);

c. For the old one is becoming obsolete and growing old and is ready to vanish away (v.13). 

C. Better promises:

1. The promise of giving the laws in mind (v.10a);

2. The promise of having closer relationship (v.10b);

3. The promise that everyone shall have deeper knowledge (v.11);

4. The promise of complete remission (v.12);

We Have Such A High Priest
A. The new tabernacle ---- the sanctuary in the heavens which the Lord erected (v.1-2);

B. The new ministry ---- the ministry is more excellent (v.2, 6);

C. The new sacrifices ---- the real body of the heavenly things is Himself (v.3-5);

D. The new Covenant ---- the laws in mind (v.6, 8, 10, 13);

E. The new effects:

1. Be able to continue …(see v.9);

2. Be able to know God (v.11);

3. Have closer relationship with God (v.10, 12); 

The Names of the New Covenant

A. The better covenant (v.6);

B. The second covenant (v.7);

C. The new covenant (v.8);

Reasons for the Establishment of the New Covenant

A. For the first one is faultless (v.7);

B. For God has promised to make a new covenant (v.8), which shows that something cannot be done through the old covenant;

C. For the elect of God do not continue in the covenant of God (v.9);

God says, “I Will” (It Is “If You” in the Old Covenant, and “I Will” in the New Covenant)

A. “I will” make a new covenant (v.7);

B. “I will” put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts (v.10b);

C. “I will” be their God and they shall be My people (v.10c);

D. “I will” be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawlessness deeds I will remember no more (v.12);

Blessings that God Has Promised to Give to Believers in the New Covenant

A. “I will” put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts (v.10b) ---- obtain the law of the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2 the original).

B. “I will” be their God and they shall be My people (v.10c) ---- obtain the fellowship and provision of God’s life (2Cor. 6:16-18).

C. “All shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them” (v.11) ---- obtain the teaching of the anointment of God (1John 2:27). 

D. “I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more” (v.12) ---- obtain the utter remission of God (Col. 2:13).

The Characteristics of the New Covenant

A. It is inward (v.10a);

B. God will teach believers Himself (v.10b-11);

C. Utter remission (v.12);

Hebrews Chapter Nine
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the High Priest of the Better Covenant (Ⅱ)

A. The old covenant is merely the fleshly ordinances, which were symbolic for the new covenant (v.1-10).

1. The tabernacle of the old covenant is earthly (v.1-5).

2. There were many limitations for the priests in the old covenant to enter into the tabernacle (v.6-7).

3. The sacrifices offered in the tabernacle of the old covenant could not make men perfect (v.8-10). 

B. The new covenant is the coming good things, having perfect and eternal effect (v.11-28).

1. In the new covenant, Christ has offered the sacrifices with His blood and accomplished the eternal redemption (v.11-14).

2. The new covenant is established according to the blood of Christ, who is the mediator of the new covenant (v.15-22).

3. There are better sacrifices in the new covenant ---- Christ has put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself once for all (v.23-28).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 9:1 “Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary.” 

YLT: “It had, indeed, then (even the first tabernacle) ordinances of service, also a worldly sanctuary,”

Meaning of Words: “divine service”: religious service; “ordinances”: statute, righteousness, judgment; “earthly”: worldly; “sanctuary”: holy place, sacred thing; 

Literal Meaning: “then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service”, “indeed … had”, though it should be noted, it is not so good; “the ordinances of divine service”: statutes that priests have to keep in service; 

  “And the earthly sanctuary”, “earthly”: it is of the earth and the physical world. The word here means temporal. “Sanctuary”: it refers to the whole tabernacle (Ex. 25:8-9). 

Heb. 9:2 “For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the sanctuary;” 

YLT: “for a tabernacle was prepared, the first, in which was both the lamp-stand, and the table, and the bread of the presence -- which is called `Holy;'”

Meaning of Words: “prepare”: build, ordain, make; “tabernacle”: tent, cloth; “first”: beginning, chief, foremost; “sanctuary”: the sacred things; “show-”: setting out, laying;

Literal Meaning: “for a tabernacle was prepared”, “prepared”: be made by man’s hands; “tabernacle”: here it refers to the part that is covered by the curtains and veils, not including to the open area of the outer court. 

  “The first part…which is called the sanctuary”, “the first part”: it refers to the entrance of the tent of meeting from the outer court. Only the priests after washing were allowed to enter in (Ex. 40:12, 31-32). “The sanctuary”, it is “holy” in the original, so it is the holy place.

  “In which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread”, “lampstand”, it is the only light source in the sanctuary (Ex. 25:37). “Table”: it is used to set forth the showbread (Ex. 25:30). “Showbread”: there were twelve cakes (Lev. 24:5-6). 

Heb. 9:3 “and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All,” 

YLT: “and after the second vail a tabernacle that is called `Holy of holies,'”

Meaning of Words: “veil”: curtain;

Literal Meaning: “behind the second veil”, “the second veil”, it is the curtain that separated the Holy and the Holiest of All. 

  “The part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All”, “the Holiest of All”, no one was allowed to enter in except for the high priest, who entered with the blood alone once a year (see v.7).

Heb. 9:4 “which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant;” 

YLT: “having a golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid all round about with gold, in which the golden pot having the manna, and the rod of Aaron that budded, and the tables of the covenant,”

Meaning of Words: “censer”: a place of fumigation, altar; “covenant”: contract, testament; “ark”: box; “manna”: what is this; “pot”: jar, earthen tank; “budded”: bring forth, spring up; “rod”: stick, staff; “tablet”: flat surface, moulding-board;

Literal Meaning: “which had the golden censer”, it is the altar for burning censer (Ex. 30:1, 7-8). 

  According to the order of all the objects inside the tent of meeting in the old covenant, the golden censer is put in the tent of meeting before the veil (Ex. 40:26). That is to say, it is in the Holy, not in the Holiest of All. However, seeing from this verse, the golden censer seems to be put in the Holiest of All. Because of the obvious differences between the two covenants here, some Bible expositors think it is the mistake of the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. However, it is the misunderstanding of the Bible expositors. There is deep spiritual meaning here of mentioning the golden censer and the ark of the covenant:

1) In the old covenant, when the objects in the Holy are recorded, it only mentions the table of showbread and the lamp-stand without the golden censer (Ex. 26:35), which indicates that the function and position of the golden censer are rather particular. 

2) In the old covenant, since the golden censer is the object nearest to the Holiest of All, the cloud of the censer will go through the second veil and spread unto the ark. Therefore, the golden censer has close relationship with the ark (see Ex. 40:5). The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews mentions them together particularly. 

3) When the king Solomon built the Holy Temple to replace the tent of meeting, the oracle equaled to the Holiest of All. Some version counted the golden censer into the oracle (e.g. CUV “the whole altar that was by the oracle” 1King 6:22). Anyway, the golden censer is closely linked with the function of the ark ---- the censer is bound up with man’s prayer to God (Luke 1:10-11), and the art of the covenant is tied to God’s speaking to men (Ex. 25:22). Therefore, God has fellowship with men through both of them. 

4) It is stated in the Epistle to the Hebrews that the high priest Jesus Christ has entered into the veil for us (6:20) and makes intercession for us before God. Moreover, the author also encourages us to come to God through Christ (7:25), i.e. enter into the Holiest of All (10:19) and come to the throne of grace to find grace to help in time of need (4:16). Therefore, censer and prayer are surely linked with coming to the throne of grace of the ark. 

“The ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold”, “overlaid on all sides with gold”: overlaid on all inner and outer sides with gold; “the ark of covenant”, there is the throne of grace and cherubim on the ark, which is the place where God and men meet each other (see v.5; Ex. 25:10-22). 

“In which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant”, “manna” means “what this is” (Ex. 16:15) ---- which was the daily food of the Israelites from the heaven in the wilderness (Ex. 16:21, 31, 35). “Golden pot” was used to put the manner to be kept (Ex. 16:33-34). “Aaron’s rod that budded”, it was the sign of God election to man (Num. 17:5, 10). “The tablets”, they were the two tablets on which God wrote the Ten Commandments Himself (Ex. 32:15-16, 19; 34:1).

Heb. 9:5 “and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.” 

YLT: “and over it cherubim of the glory, overshadowing the mercy-seat, concerning which we are not now to speak particularly.”

Meaning of Words: “cherubim”: the holy objects spreading out their wings on high to cover the mercy-seat (see Ex. 25:18-22); “overshadow”: overshade, cover; “mercy seat”: propitiation, an expiatory place; 

Literal Meaning: “and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat”, “cherubim” was to guard the holiness and righteousness of God (see Gen. 3:24). “The mercy seat” shows that God accepts men according to the effect of Christ’s redemptive works (see Rom. 3:25; 1John 2:2). 

  “Of these things we cannot now speak in detail”, it points that the purpose of the author of this book is not to explain all the objects in the earthly tabernacle in the old tabernacle, but to call attention to the greater and more perfect heavenly tabernacle by the enumeration of these objects (see v.11). 

Heb. 9:6 “Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing the services.” 

YLT: “And these things having been thus prepared, into the first tabernacle, indeed, at all times the priests do go in, performing the services,”

Meaning of Words: “prepared”: ready; “always”: constantly, unceasingly; “services”: religious rituals; 

Literal Meaning: “now when these things had been thus prepared”, “these things” refer to all the objects in the tabernacle (see v.1-5). “Had been thus prepared”: had been perfectly prepared according to the pattern shown in the mountain (Ex. 25:40)

“The priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, performing the services”, the Jewish priests always performed the priesthood before God according to the order (see Luke 1:8). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Everything must be prepared so that the priests can start to do the services. We must make us fully prepared according to the word of God so that we can take part in the services of the Lord.

2) Now the external letter is no longer proper to be used in believers in the new covenant (see 2Cor. 3:6). Therefore, we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter (Rom. 7:6).

3) Only priests are able to enter into the sanctuary. We must be chosen and called by God to be a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ (1Pet. 2:5). 

Heb. 9:7 “But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people's sins committed in ignorance;” 

YLT: “and into the second, once in the year, only the chief priest, not apart from blood, which he doth offer for himself and the errors of the people,”

Meaning of Words: “not without…”: must carry…; “ignorance”: the faults made because of shortage of knowledge; 

Literal Meaning: “but into the second part”: the Holiest of All (see v.3);

“The high priest went alone once a year”, “went alone…”, all the people (including all the priests) except for the high priest were forbidden to enter into the Holiest of All. “Once a year”: it was on July 10th, namely, the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:29, 33-34; see 23:26; Ex. 30:10).

“Not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people's sins committed in ignorance”, “for himself”, for the high priest is a man. Every man is a sinner (see 7:27). “Ignorance”, sins made because of lack of knowledge, namely, the offences against the law of God because of negligence (see Lev. 4:2, 13, 22, 27; 5:17-18). 

Spiritual Meaning:

1) This verse is the type that Jesus Christ is the high priest of the good things to come ---- he has entered into the Holiest of All in the heaven alone and appears in the presence of God for us (see v.11, 24).

2) The great redemption of Jesus Christ on the cross is accomplished alone. No one else can have part in the accomplishment of this work. 

3) The high priests in the old covenant among men were different from the High Priest in the new covenant in the heaven in the following aspects:

a. The high priests in the old covenant entered into the holy places made with hands. And the High Priest in the new covenant above the heavens has entered into the true sanctuary in the heaven (see v.11, 24).

b. The high priests in the old covenant were only allowed into it once a year. And the High Priest in the new covenant is a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle (see 8:2).

c. The high priests in the old covenant had to offer up sacrifices for their own sins (see 7:27). And the High Priest in the new covenant is holy, harmless, undefiled and separated from sinners (see v.7:26), so he does not need to offer sacrifices for Himself.

d. The high priests in the old covenant offered the blood of goats and calves. And the High Priest in the new covenant offers with His own blood (see v.12).

e. The high priests in the old covenant had to offer up sacrifices for the sins of the people with blood every year (see v.25; 7:27). And the High Priest in the new covenant has offered Himself once and obtained eternal redemption (see v.12, 26, 28).

f. The high priests in the old covenant entered alone. And the High Priest in the new covenant opens a way for us to the Holiest of All. Therefore, we can come to the presence of God through Him (see v.10:19, 22; 7:25).

Heb. 9:8 “the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing.” 

YLT: “the Holy Spirit this evidencing that not yet hath been manifested the way of the holy , the first tabernacle having yet a standing;”

Meaning of Words: “indicate”: make… manifest, show; “stand”: exist; “manifest”: apparent, make …manifest;

Literal Meaning: “the Holy Spirit indicating this”, “the Holy Spirit indicate…” it shows that the Spirit guide us into all the truth (John 16:3). The author here especially shows that the following explanation is the revelation of the Spirit, not his own particular interpretation.  

  “That the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest”, “the Holiest of All”, it refers to the heavenly sanctuary, namely, the true tabernacle (see 8:2). “Way”, the access of coming to God and drawing near to Him (see 10:19, 22). “Not yet made manifest”, it means that there was no way. In the times of the old covenant, man could in no wise come to the holy God or have any fellowship with Him. 

  “While the first tabernacle was still standing”, “the first tabernacle”, here it refers to the whole tabernacle of the old covenant. “Was still standing”, it related to the time when the physical tabernacle was still existing and working, namely, when the people were still under the system of the old covenant. 

Heb. 9:9 “It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience--” 

YLT: “which a simile in regard to the present time, in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered, which are not able, in regard to conscience, to make perfect him who is serving,”

Meaning of Words: “symbolic”: parable, comparison, figure; “gifts”: oblations; “conscience”: the sense of right and wrong; “perfect”: complete, fulfill; 

Literal Meaning: “it was symbolic for the present time in which…”, “the present time” refers to the time of the new covenant; “symbolic”, the first tabernacle carried the symbolic meaning. 

  “Both gifts and sacrifices are offered”, “are offered”: the offering according to the system and customs of the old covenant;

  “Which can not make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience”, “conscience”: it is a function that God has put in man’s heart to judge right or wrong so that man will be enabled to know what is justified and what is condemned in the sight of God (see Rom. 2:15); “him who performed the service”: the one who served and offered sacrifices; “perfect”: it means that there is no condemnation in conscience at all. 

Heb. 9:10 “concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.” 

YLT: “only in victuals, and drinks, and different baptisms, and fleshly ordinances -- till the time of reformation imposed upon.”

Meaning of Words: “foods”: foods and drinks, victuals; “various”: different, differing; “washings”: baptism, immersion; “ordinances”: statutes; “imposed”:; “reformation”: setting things right; 

Literal Meaning: “concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings”, “concerned…”, it refers to the preparation of the tabernacle and the objects therein and the gifts and sacrifices (see v.2, 6, 9); “foods and drinks”: the laws of the sanctification for the priests; 

  “And fleshly ordinances”: the apparent customs; 

  “Imposed until the time of reformation”, “imposed”, it is a medical word in the original, which is used to describe the joining of the broken bones. “The time of reformation”, it is not the time of restoring of all things (Acts 3:21), for that will happen until Christ come again. Here, it refers to the time when God reforms His arrangements in the old covenant, namely, the times of the new covenant brought by the great redemption of Christ. 

Heb. 9:11 “But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.” 

YLT: “And Christ being come, chief priest of the coming good things, through the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands -- that is, not of this creation --”

Meaning of Words: “come”: appear; “creation”: all creatures;

Literal Meaning: “but Christ came as High Priest of the good things”, “good things”, it is not things that will come in the future, but that have been fulfilled in the times of the new covenant, namely, Christ has perfected the great redemption for us and is the Mediator of a better covenant (see v.14-15; 8:6). 

  “With the greater and more perfect tabernacle”, “greater”, it is not greater in size, but in effect, for it is not only for the Israelites but also for the whole human beings. “More perfect”, because it is purified with better sacrifices (see v.23) and is not held with any veil (see 10:20); “the greater and more perfect tabernacle”, it is the true tabernacle in the heavens (see 8:2). 

  “Not made with hands”, it indicates that it is the true tabernacle pitched by the Lord (see v.24; 8:2). 

  “That is, not of this creation”, it refers to the heavenly things themselves (see v.23). 

Heb. 9:12 “Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.” 

YLT: “neither through blood of goats and calves, but through his own blood, did enter in once into the holy places, age-during redemption having obtained;”

Meaning of Words: “goats”: male goats; “once”: it is emphatic; “obtain”: find, get, see;

Literal Meaning: “not with the blood of goats and calves”, “the blood of goats”, it is for the people (Lev. 16:15); “the blood of calves”, it is for the priests themselves (Lev. 16:11). 

  “But with His own blood”, “His own”: Jesus Christ, He is both the priest as well as the sacrifice. 

  “He entered the Most Holy Place once for all”, “once for all”, it is sufficiently enough, and the effect of His offering will keep forever without any repetition. 

  “Having obtained eternal redemption”, “obtain”, the word has two aspects of meaning: one is “fulfill” or “accomplish”, and the other is “manifest” or “reveal”. Though the great redemption of Christ was accomplished on the cross of Golgotha (Col. 1:20) on the earth, the effect of eternal redemption was formally obtained when He appeared before God in the heavens (see v.24, 26). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The blood of goats and calves in the old covenant could only cover men’s sins temporarily and not remove the sin (see 10:4). However, the blood in the new covenant is to take away the sins of the world (John 1:29).

2) We are redeemed by the precious blood of Christ (1Pet. 1:18-19). And the effect of the remission of His blood endures forever. Whenever we confess our sins, the blood of Jesus will cleanse all our sins (1John 1:7, 9).

Heb. 9:13 “For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh,” 

YLT: “for if the blood of bulls, and goats, and ashes of an heifer, sprinkling those defiled, doth sanctify to the purifying of the flesh,”

Meaning of Words: “sanctify”: hallow, make holy; “purify”: cleanse;

Literal Meaning: “for if the blood of bulls and goats”, the blood is for the purpose of dealing with sin (see v.12).

  “And the ashes of a heifer”, the ashes of heifer is kept for a water of separation, which is a purification for sin (Num. 19:2-9). 

  “Sprinkling the unclean”, the blood is sprinkled “with the finger of the priest” and “put upon” the objects (see Lev. 16:14-15, 18-19). The water of ashes (the water of separation) is “sprinkled upon” the one who is unclean (see Num. 19:11-13).

  “Sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh”, since it was counted efficacious in the old covenant, the blood of Christ will be more efficacious. “Sanctify”: make man holy and acceptable before God; the symbolic meaning of sanctification in the old covenant could not be confused with the sanctification in the new covenant. “The purifying of the flesh”: it is ritual purification. 

Heb. 9:14 “how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 

YLT: “how much more shall the blood of the Christ (who through the age-during Spirit did offer himself unblemished to God) purify your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

Meaning of Words: “without spot”: unblemished, spotless; “cleanse”: purify; “serve”: worship;

Literal Meaning: “how much more shall the blood of Christ who through the eternal Spirit”, “the eternal Spirit”: the spirit of Christ; “Spirit”, it here particularly emphasizes that it is the Spirit makes His blood the effect of sanctification (see 10:29). “Eternal”, it particularly emphasizes that the redemptive effect of the blood abides forever (see v.12).

  Through the eternal Spirit, Christ makes Him the slain Lamb from founding of world in the sight of God (Rev. 13:8). At any time, he is the Lamb as it had been slain (Rev. 5:6). Therefore, the blood shedding from Him will be fresh and efficacious forever so that the redemption accomplished by His death can also remit the sins made in the old covenant (see v.15). 

  “Offered Himself without spot to God”, “without spot”, it reveals that Christ is perfectly holy. Therefore, only He is able to satisfy the righteous requirements of God. 

  “Cleanse your conscience”, “cleanse…conscience”, it shows that one is able to come to God with boldness when the anxiety and accusation of the conscience are removed (see 10:22). Note that there is no scripture in the Bible mentioning that the blood cleanses man’s heart. Instead, the bible only mentions that the blood cleanses our conscience. The blood of the Lord can only make us holy before God and remove the accusation of the conscience. The blood of the Lord does not cleanse our hearts or make our hearts clean that there will be no sins hidden in our hearts.  

“From dead works”, “dead works”: on one hands, it refers to the works that cause spiritual death (Eph. 2:1, 5). On the other, it also relates to the works of those who are estranged from the life of God (Eph. 4:17-19). The blood of Christ does not transform man’s appearance, but brings a kind of inner living power to man so that man will be delivered from the previous uncontrollable works. 

“Serve the living God”, God lives forever. Therefore, He does not receive the dead works of men. That is to say, He does not accept the services or worship of those who are spiritually dead. If man desires to serve and worship God, he has to be in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24). Now, since the blood of Christ can cleanse men’s conscience and remove their dead works so that men will become partakers of the divine nature (see 2Pet. 1:4). Therefore, we are enabled to serve and worship the living God in the true and clean spirit.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The washing by Christ’s precious blood is not our ultimate goal. Purification by washing brings us new identity and position and enables us to be accepted by God and receive the life of God.

2) Our God is the living God. He is “living” and is able to give us life. We can only be transformed in works and remove the past “dead” works through receiving the life of God. 

3) We are not saved for going to the heavens or receiving blessings. The purpose of salvation is to serve God.

Heb. 9:15 “And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.” 

YLT: “And because of this, of a new covenant he is mediator, that, death having come, for redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, those called may receive the promise of the age-during inheritance,”

Meaning of Words: “redemption”: pay the ransom; “transgressions”: violation, breaking;

Literal Meaning: “and for this reason, He is the Mediator of the new covenant”, “for this reason”, for the reason of the various effects of the precious blood in the previous verse. 

  “By means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant”, there are two possible explanations: 1) though the blood of bulls and goats in the old covenant could not take away sins (see 10:4), those who offered the sacrifices because of the faith of God’s words would also enjoy the redemptive effect of the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 2) The death of Jesus redeemed the sins according to the requirements of the old covenant.

  “That those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance”, “those who are called”: the partakers of heavenly calling (see 3:1), namely, those who are called according to the will of God (Rom. 8:28); “the eternal inheritance”: the incorruptible and undefiled and unfading inheritance reserved in heavens for you (1Pet. 1:4).  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The effect of Christ’s precious blood is not limited by time or space. We can appropriate the precious blood to deal with our sins and transgressions at any time and any place (see 1John 1:7-9).

2) Christ renders us the beneficiaries of the covenant ---- testament (see v.16-17). We can now appropriate and enjoy the promised rights in our daily life. 

Heb. 9:16 “For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.” 

YLT: “for where a covenant , the death of the covenant-victim to come in is necessary,”
Literal Meaning: “where there is a testament”, “testament” is the same word as “covenant”. “Covenant” is signed and kept together by both sides. However, the slight difference is that “testament” is established one-sidedly by the testator. According to the meaning of this and the next verses, the “covenant” will be in force when the one who establishes it dies. Therefore, it is better and more accurate to translate the word “covenant” as “testament”. 

  “There must also of necessity be the death of the testator”, “the testator”: the one who makes the covenant; 

Heb. 9:17 “For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives.” 

YLT: “for a covenant over dead victims stedfast, since it is no force at all when the covenant-victim liveth,”

Meaning of Words: “in force”: take effect, firm, sure; “has…power”: powerful; 

Literal Meaning: “for a testament is in force after men are dead”, “a testament is in force” it indicates that the content of the testament will be put into practice. That is to say, the promised eternal inheritance (see v.15) will be obtained by us. 

  “Since it has no power at all while the testator lives”, it the Lord does not die, the new covenant will not be in force. 

Heb. 9:18 “Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood.” 

YLT: “whence not even the first apart from blood hath been initiated,”

Meaning of Words: “dedicate”: renew, inaugurate, consecrate;

Literal Meaning: “therefore”, since the New Testament is established because of the blood of Christ (see v.12, 14) and is put into effect by His death (see v.15-17), the Old Testament, the type of the New Testament, is also connected with “blood” and “death”. 

  “Not even the first covenant was dedicated without blood”, “the first covenant” refers to the Old Testament. “Be dedicated with blood”, it means making the blood of bulls and goats as the proof of the old covenant (see v.19-20).

  Note the translation of the words in verse seventeen and eighteen: “testament” and “covenant”, “death” and “blood”, and “be in force” and “be dedicated” ---- the words of each pair are synonymous with each other. That is to say, “once a man dies, his testament will be in force”. And we can also put it in this way: “the covenant can only be dedicated with blood”. 

Heb. 9:19 “For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people,” 

YLT: “for every command having been spoken, according to law, by Moses, to all the people, having taken the blood of the calves and goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, he both the book itself and all the people did sprinkle,”

Meaning of Words: “according to”: in accordance with; “precept”: commandment;  

Literal Meaning: “for when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law”, “the law” refers to the whole will and teaching of God to all the people, namely, the Pentateuch; “precept” refers to the detailed requirements and customs of God to men;

  “Scarlet wool, and hyssop”, according to the old covenant, the scarlet wool and hyssop are the tools of dipping the blood (see Lev. 14:6);

“He took the blood of calves and goats, with water … and sprinkled both the book itself”, “water” may refer to the living water (Lev. 14:5) or “the water of separation” (Num. 19:6). “Book” refers to the covenant of book (Ex. 24:7). It is recorded in the old covenant that the blood is sprinkled on the altar (Ex. 24:6). Possibly, being sprinkled on the altar is being sprinkled on the book. 

“And all the people”, this verse and verse twenty are quoted from the Book of Exodus (24:8). 

Heb. 9:20 “saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you."” 

YLT: “saying, `This the blood of the covenant that God enjoined unto you,'”

Meaning of Words: “command”: order; 

Literal Meaning: it means that the old covenant can be in force through the blood.

Heb. 9:21 “Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry.” 

YLT: “and both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the service with blood in like manner he did sprinkle,”

Meaning of Words: “vessels”: the vessel of offering, the vessels of the service;

Literal Meaning: it is quoted from the Book of Exodus (40:9), where the anointing oil is mentioned. In the old covenant, the blood is only sprinkled on the alter or round about on the alter at the entrance of the tent of meeting (see Ex. 24:6; 29:16; Lev. 1:5 etc.). 

Heb. 9:22 “And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.” 

YLT: “and with blood almost all things are purified according to the law, and apart from blood-shedding forgiveness doth not come.”

Meaning of Words: “all things”: everything; “almost”: nearly; “shedding of blood”: pouring out of blood;

Literal Meaning: “and according to the law almost all things are purified with blood”, “almost all things are”, it means that almost all things are so except for the exception of some cases. “Are purified with blood”, the majority of the purifying rules are through the sprinkling of blood except for the exception of water (see Lev. 15:5-27) or fire (see Num. 31:21-23). 

  “With shedding of blood there is no remission”, “shedding blood”: it means losing life, for there is life in the blood (Lev. 17:11); “remission”: escape from death and obtain life, to obtain life by giving life;

Heb. 9:23 “Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.” 

YLT: “necessary, therefore, the pattern indeed of the things in the heavens to be purified with these, and the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these;”

Meaning of Words: “copies”: examples; 

Literal Meaning: “the copies of the things in the heavens”: the tabernacle pitched by man’s hands on the earth and all the objects therein (see v.1-5; 8:5).

  “Should be purified with these”, “with these”: the blood and ashes of the sacrifices like bulls and goats (see v.13); “be purified”: be hallowed and sanctified the purifying of the flesh (see v.13);

  “But the heavenly things themselves”, it refers to the true tabernacle in which the High Priest officiates His priesthood in the heaven (see 8:2), namely, the greater and more perfect tabernacle (see v.11). In fact, “the heavenly things themselves” is not a real substance, but the eternal counsel, will, mind and blue-printed plan.

  “With better sacrifices than these”, “better sacrifices” refer to Christ Himself and His blood (see v.12, 14, 25, 26, 28). 

Heb. 9:24 “For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;” 

YLT: “for not into holy places made with hands did the Christ enter -- figures of the true -- but into the heaven itself, now to be manifested in the presence of God for us;”

Meaning of Words: “true”: real; “copies”: models, counterparts, representative; “appear”: manifest, show;

Literal Meaning: “for Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands”, “the holy places made with hands” refer to the earthly sanctuary (see v.1).

  “Which are copies of the true”, “the true” refers to the true tabernacle in the heavens (see 8:2), namely, the greater and more perfect tabernacle (see v.11); “copies” are not the real things, but models made according to the pattern of the real things themselves (see v.23; 8:5).

  “But into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us”, “heaven”, the single form shows that it refers to the third heaven where God is there (2Cor. 12:2). “For us”, it indicates that He has His missions; “appear in the presence of God”, He is the Mediator of us before God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Since Christ has already appeared in the presence of God, we can also come to God through Him (see 7:25). Therefore, let us approach to the throne of grace with boldness to receive mercy and find grace for seasonable help (see 4:16).

2) Christ has appeared in the presence of God “for us” so as to enable us to live before God. However, actually many Christians do not know how to seek to live before God by appropriating the salvation that Christ has accomplished for us.

Heb. 9:25 “not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another--” 

YLT: “nor that he may many times offer himself, even as the chief priest doth enter into the holy places every year with blood of others;”
Literal Meaning: “not that He should offer Himself often”, “not …often”, here it is a comparison with “once a year” (see v.7) of the high priests on the earth. Christ offered Himself “once” (see v.12, 26, 28), but the earthly high priests had to offer the sacrifices “many times”.

  “As the High Priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another”, “the blood of another”, it is a contrast with “His own blood” of Christ here (see v.12).

Heb. 9:26 “He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” 

YLT: “since it had behoved him many times to suffer from the foundation of the world, but now once, at the full end of the ages, for putting away of sin through his sacrifice, he hath been manifested;”

Literal Meaning: “then”, if annual sacrifices were necessary (see v.25);

  “Have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world”, “suffer”: it refers to the death (se v.15);

  “But now once at the end of the ages”, “once”: once for all;

  “He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself”, “put away sin”: it is different from “covering sin” of the sacrifices in the old covenant; the former cleans away sin, but the latter covers the sins temporarily instead of removing the sin forever. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ has sacrificed for our sins to a full and ultimate degree ---- we can do nothing to add to or replace His accomplishments.

2) The salvation Christ has fulfilled includes bearing the sins (see v.28) and redeeming the sins (see v.12, 15) and forgiving the sins (see v.22) and putting away sin so that we have been thoroughly released from sin. 

Heb. 9:27 “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,” 

YLT: “and as it is laid up to men once to die, and after this -- judgment,”

Meaning of Words: “appointed”: reserved, laid up;

Literal Meaning: “and as it is appointed for men to die once”, “as it is appointed”, it indicates that the works of all the people on the earth, no matter good or evil, will be reserved by God and they shall give an account to God one day. “men”: all the people on the earth; “die once”: die “once” at the appointed time; 

  “But after this the judgment”, “judgment”, it is not the final ending. Death does not mean quitting all the scores, for God will judge all the works of men when they lived on the earth. 

Heb. 9:28 “so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.” 

YLT: “so also the Christ, once having been offered to bear the sins of many, a second time, apart from a sin-offering, shall appear, to those waiting for him -- to salvation!”

Meaning of Words: “bear”: take away; “eagerly wait for”: wait for…diligently; 

Literal Meaning: “so”, just like man will die once, Christ also died once. There is judgment for men after death, and Christ bore the judgment and died on the cross instead of men. 

  “Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many”, “was offered once”: died once (see v.15); “bear the sins”: deal with the sins; “many”: all those who believe Him. 

  “To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time”, “a second time”: the second coming of Christ; the main purpose of Christ’s coming again is to receive those who wait for Him. 

  “Apart from sin, for salvation”, “apart from sin”: for the sin has been put away (see v.16); “salvation”: the redemption of body (Rom. 8:23). The salvation of Christ includes the salvation of “spirit” in His first appearing, namely, the remission of sins and the regeneration of spirits (see v.14, 26; John 3:5-6), and the salvation of “soul” (see 1Pet. 1:9) that we should experience as well as the redemption of “body”. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Order of the Things in the Tabernacle Reveals the Spiritual Experiences of Christians

A. The outer court:

1. The brazen alter: the blood and ashes of the sacrifices (v.13) ---- which symbolizes that all the spiritual experiences are according to the redemption of Christ on the cross;

2. The brazen laver ---- which symbolizes the experience of being washed by the Spirit; 

B. The sanctuary:

1. The candlestick (v.2) ---- which symbolizes the experience of being enlightened in life;

2. The table and the showbread (v.2) ---- which symbolizes the experience of being provided by life;

3. The golden censer (v.4) ---- which symbolizes the experience of praying to offer sacrifices in Christ (see 13:15);

C. The Holiest of All:

1. The ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold (v.4) ---- which symbolizes experiencing the faithfulness of God;

2. The golden pot that had the manna (v.4) ---- which symbolizes the particular and deep experience of the provision of God’s word (Rev. 2:13, 17);

3. The rod of Aaron that budded (v.4) ---- which symbolizes experiencing the risen life of Christ;

4. The tablets of the covenant (v.4) ---- which symbolizes experiencing the law of God in life;

5. The cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat (v.5) ---- which symbolizes experiencing God’s glory of grace (see Eph. 1:6);

Once

A. The high priest went alone “once” a year (v.7) ---- no one else could enter into the tabernacle, and even the high priest could not go into everyday, which shows the inefficiency and incapability of the old covenant. 

B. Christ entered the Most Holy Place “once” for all, having obtained eternal redemption (v.12) ---- He accomplished the redemption.

C. Christ has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself “once” at the end of the ages (v.26).

D. All men shall die “once” ----sin brings about death (v.27).

E. Christ was offered “once” to bear the sins of many (v.28).

The Better Ministry of Christ

A. The better High Priest ---- the High Priest of the good things to come (v.11a);

B. The better tabernacle ---- the greater and more perfect tabernacle (v.11b);

C. The better sacrifices ---- not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood (v.12a);

D. The better way ---- once for all (v.12b);

E. The better blessing ---- having obtained eternal redemption (v.12c);

F. The better surety ---- the eternal Spirit (v.14a);

G. The better effect ---- cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God (v.14b);

Christ and the Holy Places in the Heaven 

A. He has opened the holy places in the heaven (v.11-12);

B. He has cleansed the holy places in the heaven (v.20-23);

C. He has appeared in the presence of God for us in the holy places of the heaven (v.24);

The Works Christ Has Fulfilled

A. “Come” ---- “came as” High Priest of the good things to come (v.11);  

B. “Enter into” ---- “having obtained” eternal redemption (v.12);

C. “Die” ---- the “redemption” of the transgressions under the first covenant (v.15);

D. “Enter” ---- “appear” in the presence of God for us (v.24);

E. “Be offered” ---- “bear” the sins of many (v.28);

Three “Eternal”s

A. Christ has obtained the “eternal redemption” (v.12).

B. Christ through “the eternal Spirit” offered Himself without spot to God (v.14).

C. Christ has promised those who are called to obtain “the eternal inheritance” (v.15). 

The Characteristics of the Blood of Jesus 

A. Christ has obtained eternal redemption once for all (v.12, 26-28).

B. The blood is offered through the eternal Spirit (v.14).

C. The blood is offered to God without spot (v.14).

D. The blood is able to cleanse the conscience of man (v.14).

E. The blood is able to remove man’s dead works (v.14).

F. The blood enables man to serve the living God (v.14).

G. The blood is the proof of the new covenant (v.15-22).

H. The blood is used to purify the heavenly things themselves (v.23-25).

Christ’s Three-Time Manifestations

A. In the past ---- He appeared on the earth and offered Himself to put away the sin (v.26).

B. At present ---- He has appeared in the presence of God in the heaven as the High Priest to make intercession for those who are of Him (v.24).

C. In the future ---- He will come again to reign and manifest to those who eagerly wait for Him (v.28). 

Hebrews Chapter Ten
I. Content of the Chapter
Christ is the High Priest of the Better Covenant (Ⅲ)

A. The comparison of the offering between the new and old covenants (v.1-18);

1. The sacrifices offered in the old covenant cannot make those who approach perfect (v.1-4).

2. Christ makes those who approach Him sanctified though the offering of His body (v.5-10).

3. The comparison of the effects between the sacrifices of both the old and new covenants (v.11-14).

4. The Spirit testifies the perfectness of the sacrifice of the new covenant (v.15-18).

B. Christ is the High Priest over the house of God (v.19-25);

1. He consecrated for us a new and living way (v.19-21).

2. Let us draw near to God to lead a normal life in the house of God (v.22-25).

a. Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith (v.22);

b. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering (v.23);

c. Let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works (v.24);

d. Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves together (v.25);

C. Let us keep the sacrifice for sins with diligence (v.26-39);

1. If one sins willfully, he has trampled the Son of God underfoot and counted His blood a common thing (v.26-31).

2. Let us accept joyfully the tribulations for the sake of the better and enduring possession in heaven (v.32-36).

3. We are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul (v.37-39). 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 10:1 “For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect.” 

YLT: “For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect.”

Meaning of Words: “image”: likeness; “never”: in no wise; “continually”: perpetually; “perfect”: fulfill, accomplish; 

Literal Meaning: “for the law, having a shadow of the good things to come”, “law”: in the Mosaic system, the law is closely linked with the priesthood of the Levites. “The good things to come”, the good things that have been accomplished in the times of the new covenant is the salvation fulfilled by Christ for us (see 9:11, 14). “Shadow”, the shadow produced by the real substance or the vague outline of it. The law is only a shadow, which only provides a concept of salvation dimly to us. 

  “And not the very image of the things”, “the things” are synonymous with “the good things to come”. Strictly speaking, here it refers to the true and efficacious sacrifices in the will of God, namely, the body of Christ (see v.10). “The very image”: the clear image; the law is merely a shadow, not the very image of the things. 

  “Can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by year”, “offer continually”, it is an action repeated continually.

  “Make those who approach perfect”, “those who approach”: those who draw near to God; “perfect”: achieve the goal of offering the sacrifices; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The law is the shadow, which is unable to manifest the real things completely. He that focuses on the letter or customs or rules may have not seen clearly the real meaning of spiritual things, and is blinded by the external doings (see Rom. 2:28-29).

2) Believers in the new covenant serve God by the Spirit, not the letter. The letter kills and the Spirit quickens (2Cor. 3:6 the original). Therefore, we shall serve the Lord according to the newness of the Spirit, not the oldness of letter. 

Heb. 10:2 “For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.” 

YLT: “For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins.”

Meaning of Words: “cease”: refrain, stop;

Literal Meaning: “for then would they not have ceased to be offered”? It indicates that there would be of no necessity to offer any more if the sacrifices offered under the law of the old covenant were perfect. 

“For the worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins”, “worshipers”: those who offer the sacrifices, including the priests and the people who provided sacrifices (see Lev. 1:2-9; 2:1-2); “once purified”, it shows that the purpose of offering in the old covenant is to be purified before God (see Lev. 16:30). However, the purification in the old covenant was done in rituals, and its effect could not enter into the worshipers to give them peace and innocence in conscience. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we believers have made mistakes (e.g. speaking wrong or doing wrong), we shall not confess our faults orally only, but deal with the sins truly until we are peaceful in conscience. 

2) Our conscience should be purified so that we can serve God in a clear conscience (2Tim. 1:3). An unclear conscience cannot enable a man to serve God (see 9:14).

Heb. 10:3 “But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.” 

YLT: “But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.”

Meaning of Words: “reminder”: remembrance, recollection;

Literal Meaning: “but in those sacrifices”, “those sacrifices” refer to the sacrifices offered according to the rules of the law (see v.8.)

“There is a reminder of sins every year”, the sacrifice itself could not remove the sin (see v.4, 11), but cover the sins temporarily. And the fact shall be repeated “year by year” in order to remind men that their sins has never been taken away, 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God accepted the offering in the old covenant, which had its negative function ---- it was a reminder of sins for men so that men would know that sins prevented men having a normal fellowship with God so as to stimulate them to seek the way of salvation.

2) The most terrible condition for a believer in the new covenant is senselessness of any sin. If one who has sins apparently says that he has no sin, he just deceives himself and the truth is not in him (1John 1:8). What is important is that whenever we think of sins, we have to confess and deal with our sins (1John 1:9).

Heb. 10:4 “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.” 

YLT: “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.”

Meaning of Words: “take away”: eliminate;

Literal Meaning: for…the blood of bulls and goats”, it refers to all the blood of the sacrifices in the old covenant. 

  “It is not possible that …could take away sins”, the reasons are listed as follows: 1) it is only the shadow of the precious blood of the Lord, not the real substance, and is not even the very image of the things (see v.1); 2) it only purifies men externally (see 9:13), not internally (see v.2). 3) The sacrifices are not human beings, and the life is not human, so they can serve as a substitute for men. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the blood of the sacrifices cannot remove the sin, God in the times of the old covenant still appointed men to offer the sacrifices until the Lamb of God comes, which tells us that we have to present all of us according to what God has appointed though our functions are faint in the services of God.  

2) A man who serves God has to be faithful in the things that God has appointed him to do. Even though he is not so capable to do that, he cannot lose heart or give up what he is able to do. 

Heb. 10:5 “Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.” 

YLT: “Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.”

Meaning of Words: “offering”: oblation, the sacrifice without blood, the meat-offering;

Literal Meaning: “therefore, when He came into the world, He said”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (40:6) according to both the literal and suggestive meaning. “Came to the world”, it refers to the incarnation of the Son of God; “He said”, it is not a real oral word out of Him, but an expression of the desire and purpose of Christ who came to the world to be a man. 

  “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire”, according to the original, the words “desire” and “will” share the same etymon. The will of God is not to obtain the sacrifice and gift from men, but to gain men. 

  “But a body You have prepared for Me”, it is “My ears You have opened” in the Book of Psalm (40:6). The author of this epistle quotes this verse and changes it slightly according to its meaning. In the law of the old covenant, if a bondservant desires to serve his lord all his life, his lord will bore his ear through with an awl to show his acceptance (see Ex. 21:5-6; Deut. 15:16-17). Therefore, “My ear You have opened” ---- a body You have prepared for Me for devotion. 

  Since the sacrifice and gift in the old covenant could not satisfy God, Christ then incarnated for the purpose of offering Himself. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The value of believers’ physical bodies is offering as the sacrifice unto God. Therefore, let us present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God (Rom. 12:1). 

2) That God gives us a body is not to serve our own need, but serve the need of Him. It is our intelligent service to present our bodies (Rom. 12:1).

3) If believers do not present their bodies to God, it will cause the greatest hindrance to their spiritual life. Many believers do not put to death the deeds of the body by the Spirit (Rom. 8:13), but fulfill flesh’s lust (Gal. 5:16) and are even brought under the power of it. 

Heb. 10:6 “In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure.” 

YLT: “In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no pleasure.”

Meaning of Words: “burnt offerings”: the offering that the whole sacrifice is offered;

Literal Meaning: it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (40:6c). “Burnt offering”: the offering that is burnt out utterly; “sacrifices”: sin offerings, namely, the sacrifices offered for the sake of sin; 

  “Burnt offerings and sacrifices” and “sacrifice and gift” (see v.5) are the whole offering system in the Book of Leviticus. Moreover, “sacrifice and gift” in verse five are both in the singular form, so it is not a certain offering, but any offering. And “burnt offering and sacrifices” are in the plural form, so they are the totality of the offerings. Anyway, none of them are not what God desires. 

  “Did not desire” (see v.5) belongs to the sphere of will, and here “had no pleasure” is in the sphere of emotion. Both of them here emphasize God’s dissatisfaction with the whole offering system in the old covenant. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) No matter what we do, earthly things or spiritual things, we shall seek the will of God. And we shall do what God desires and pleases, and will not do what He does not desire or please. 

2) The basic principle of the walking of God’s servants is: not seek to satisfy men, but God; and not please men, but God (Gal. 1:10).

Heb. 10:7 “Then I said, "Behold, I have come-- In the volume of the book it is written of Me-- To do Your will, O God."'” 

YLT: “Then I said, "Behold, I have come-- In the volume of the book it is written of Me-- To do Your will, O God."'”

Meaning of Words: “written of Me”: all that is about me;

Literal Meaning: “then I said”, it is quoted from the Book of Psalm (40:7). “Then”, it is the time when Christ (Messiah) comes to the world (see v.5), and it also refers to the time when God’s “not desiring and not pleasing” are manifested (see v.5-6). “I said”: the declaration of Christ; 

 “I have come…O God”, “I have come”, it is a more intensive and emphatic word in the original, which means “I have come, Here I come”, showing that He has come to the world to fulfill the epoch-making works. 

  “To do Your will”, since God “did not desire and please” the whole offering system in the old covenant, He would surely have His will and pleasure. And the coming of Christ is just for the purpose of obeying and performing such will of God.

  “In the volume of the book it is written of Me”, “volume” refers to the scripture. Narrowly, it is the Pentateuch, in which the will of God and the way of obedience are recorded. And broadly, it refers to all things about Christ written in the scriptures (see Luke 24:27, 44, 46; John 5:39, 46). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus came to the world for the purpose of keeping the will of God the Father (see John 6:38). Keeping the will of God is the motivation and goal of His walking on the earth. It is also supposed to be the principle of Christians all the lifetime (see 1Pet. 4:2).

2) Christ is the central character in the Scriptures. The records of Him are filled in the whole Scriptures. Therefore, we shall aim at seeking Christ when we search the scriptures, and come to Him to receive life (see John 5:39-40). 

Heb. 10:8 “Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them" (which are offered according to the law),” 

YLT: “Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them" (which are offered according to the law),”

Literal Meaning: “previously saying”, it refers to all the above-mentioned verses quoted from the Book of Psalm. And they are put together again as below. 

  “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings and offerings for sin”, it is the whole Levitical offering system (see v.5-6). And what is different is that the sacrifice and gift in the original are in the plural. 

  “You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them”, “did not desire, nor had pleasure” (see v.5-6) the double negations emphasize God’s total disapproval. 

Heb. 10:9 “then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second.” 

YLT: “then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first that He may establish the second.”

Meaning of Words: “take away”: remove; “establish”: lay, appoint, stand; 

Literal Meaning: “then He said”, what he said as follows was the quotation of verse seven. 

“"Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God."” “I have come”: the incarnation of Christ. “Your will”, here it specifically indicates that God will replace the offering system in the old covenant with better sacrifices. 

“He takes away the first that He may establish the second”, “He”: God, or Christ; “the first”: the sacrifices in the old covenant, or the whole offering system in the old covenant; “the second”: the sacrifices in the new covenant, namely, Christ Himself, or the whole content of the new covenant or the arrangement of the salvation. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “He takes away the first that He may establish the second.” In Christianity, “the new covenant” is not used to supplement “the old covenant”, but to replace “the old covenant”. Anyone who desires to keep the customs of the law in the old covenant, he may destroy the faith of the new covenant (see Gal. 2:4-5).

2) Christians have to put off the “old man”, and put on “the new man” (Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 3:9-10). Both of what is old and what is new can not be kept together. Otherwise, it will get worse (see Matt. 9:16-17). 

Heb. 10:10 “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

YLT: “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

Literal Meaning: “by that will … through…Jesus Christ”, “that will”: it is “Your will” (see v.7, 9), namely, the will of God that He does not please the sacrifices offered according to the old covenant. 

“We have been sanctified … the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”, “have been sanctified”, here it is not sanctification in life experience, but in status, namely, the position of being received by God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “By that will we have been sanctified…”, when we receive Christ, we have received the will of God that He has accomplished for us. Now we are renewed by the Spirit by this will (Titus 3:5) and are sanctified. 

2) “Have been sanctified” (it refers to the sanctification in status), it is not the ultimate purpose of salvation, but a necessary step of salvation so that we are enabled to enter into the Holiest of All to God with boldness (see v.19, 22) and have fellowship with the holy God.

3) “Sanctification” is the prerequisite condition of having fellowship with God. No wonder that the book mentions it again and again (see 2:11; 9:13; 10:10, 14, 23; 13:12). And the importance of sanctification can be viewed here. Sanctification in status for us is perfected by the Lord. And sanctification in life should be sought by us. 

Heb. 10:11 “And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.” 

YLT: “And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.”

Meaning of Words: “the same”: similar; “take away”: eliminate; 

Literal Meaning: “and every priest stands ministering daily”, “daily”, it shows that the work continues unceasingly. “Stand”, it is a contrast with Christ’s “sitting down” (see v.12; 8:1). “Stand” also shows that the work is not finished. Here, it emphasizes the action of the priest’s offering, not the nature of the offering.

“And offering repeatedly the same sacrifices”, “repeatedly”, it is a contrast with Christ’s “one” (see v.12). “The same sacrifices”, it is not the same animals, but the sacrifices of the same kind. 

Heb. 10:12 “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,” 

YLT: “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God,”

Literal Meaning: “but this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever”, “forever”, the word is used to describe both “sacrifice” and “sat down”. Anyway, it is always connected with the effect of His offering once for all (see v.14). And He needs not to offer sacrifices “many times” thereafter (see 9:25-26), and He can sit down.

“Sat down at the right hand of God”, “the right hand of God”, it refers to the authority and honor (see 1:3; 8:1). “Sat down”: the work has been perfected. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “One forever” speaks of two characteristics of Christ’s works ---- on one hand, His “one” sacrifice perfects “eternal” salvation. On the other hand, if we really do the services in the Lord, or the Lord does in us, there will be eternal effect (see 1Cor. 15:58).

2) “Sat down” implies a meaning of enjoying the rest. If believers really “take the yoke of the Lord upon them and learn from the Lord” in services, they will surely find rest to their souls (Matt. 11:29).

Heb. 10:13 “from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.” 

YLT: “from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool.”
Meaning of Words: “from that time”: after that, later; 

Literal Meaning: “from that time”, after His offering and sitting down; “waiting”, there is none other thing but waiting for that moment; “His enemies are made His footstool”, it means that His enemies are totally subdued to His footstool (see 1:13; 2:7).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The great redemption of Christ has accomplished, and the end of the devil is set. Though it is rampant and furious today, it is merely deathbed struggle. 

2) As Christ has wined, those who are of Him shall also win likewise. As long as we appropriate the precious blood of Christ, we will surely overcome all the enemies (see Rev. 12:11).

Heb. 10:14 “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” 

YLT: “For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.”

Literal Meaning: “for by one offering”, “for”, it is not explaining the reason for His offering, but explaining the result of the offering. 

“He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” “Has perfected forever”, it shows that those who are being sanctified will never that holy position that they have obtained.

This verse shows that Christ’s working of offering has been perfected once for all, and He needs not to offer again. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The “one” offering of Christ enables us to obtain the “eternal” sanctified position (see v.19, 22). And henceforth, we are enabled to come to God through Him with boldness at any time (see v.19, 22).

2) We are “those who are being sanctified”. Sanctification is not only our position but also our life performance. Therefore, let us separate our mind, interests and words and works continually everyday though the Holy Spirit and be real saints. 

Heb. 10:15 “But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before,” 

YLT: “But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before,”

Meaning of Words: “witness”: testify;

Literal Meaning: “but the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us”, “the Holy Spirit” is the Spirit of God, who dwells in believers (1Cor. 3:16) to lead us into all the truth (John 16:33). “Us” here refers to the author of this epistle and its readers as well as believers at all times and in all over the world. “Witness”: testify or prove to us.

“For after He had said before”, the words of verse sixteen are quoted from the Book of Jeremiah (Jer. 31:33).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Scriptures are the words spoken by the holy men of God under the power of the Holy Spirit (2Pet.1:21). The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews here also confesses that the words in this epistle are the witness of the Holy Spirit to him. Therefore, the Holy Bible should not be regarded as a masterpiece of men, but shall read it in fear. 

2) The Holy Spirit also witnesses to all believers, and His witnesses are according the works “God has spoken”, namely, the Holy Scriptures that have been written. Therefore, let us read the scriptures with diligence so that the Spirit will continue to witness to us through the words of the scriptures.

Heb. 10:16 “"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,"” 

YLT: “"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,"”

Literal Meaning: “says the LORD”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Jeremiah (31:33).

“"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days”, “them” refers to the house of Israel (see 8:10), namely, the elect of God that typifies believers in the New Testament. 

“I will put My laws into their hearts”, “My laws” refers to God’s requirements to His people. And it is the law of Christ to believers in believers in the New Testament (Gal. 6:2). “Into their hearts”, the characteristic of the law in the New Testament is writing on fleshly tables of heart with the Spirit, not on stone tables (2Cor. 3:3). 

“And in their minds I will write them”, “in”, it is opposite to the word “outside of…”, which shows that God does not ask men to keep the letter of the law externally, but keep the spirit of the law internally (see Rom. 2:28-29; 2Cor. 3:6).

Heb. 10:17 “then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."” 

YLT: “then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more."”

Literal Meaning: “then He adds”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Jeremiah (31:34).

  “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more”, the sacrifices in the old covenant could not take away sins (see v.4, 11). However, Christ offered Himself as the sacrifice in the new covenant so as to solve the problem of sin once for all. Therefore, God will not remember the sins and lawless deeds no more. 

Heb. 10:18 “Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.” 

YLT: “Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an offering for sin.”

Meaning of Words: “sin”: miss the mark;

Literal Meaning: “where there is a remission of these”, “these” refer to the above-mentioned sins and lawless deeds (see v.17). “Remission”: what is remitted will never be remembered any more (see v.17).

  “There is no longer an offering for sin”, “sin”: the totality of all unrighteousness, sins and transgressions etc.

Heb. 10:19 “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,” 

YLT: “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,”

Meaning of Words: “boldness”: confidence; “the Holiest”: the sanctuary, holy places;

Literal Meaning: “brethren…by the blood of Jesus”, “by”: rely on, depend on; “the blood of Jesus”, it refers to the precious blood the Lord Jesus shed on the cross. The blood has two aspects of effect: 1) which redeems the sins of men (see Rom. 3:25); 2) which enables men to draw near to God (see 1John 1:7). Here, the effect of the blood of Jesus relates more to the latter one ---- make us draw near to God through His blood. 

  “Having boldness to enter the Holiest”, “having boldness”: for their sins have been remitted (see v.18); “the Holiest”: the holy places in the heaven are the dwelling place of God (see 9:24). 

Heb. 10:20 “by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,” 

YLT: “by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,”

Meaning of Words: “consecrate”: inaugurate, renew, dedicate; “new”: lately made, recently slain (fresh); “veil”: the door screen falling to the ground;

Literal Meaning: “by a new and living way which He consecrated for us”, “new …way”, it is not only an unprecedented way but also an ever fresh and living way. 

  “Through the veil”, “veil”, it separated the first and second tabernacles (see 9:3), above which were the cherubim (see Ex. 26:31-33), which implied that the glory and righteousness of God prevented all sinners from drawing near to God (see Gen. 3:22-24). When the Lord Jesus died on the cross, the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom. Henceforth, the access to God has opened for men. 

  “That is, His flesh”, some Bible expositors think it is difficult to apprehend this word. They hold that the veil is the hindrance between God and men, and the physical body of the Lord cannot be the barrier between God and men. Therefore, they do not think “that” refers to the veil. The author of this epistle takes the veil as a type of the body of Christ to emphasize that fact both of them were rent at the same time. The body of Christ was divided for us just like the rock that was struck and forthwith there came out water (see Ex. 17:6; John 19:34; 1Cor. 10:4). Likewise, the veil is rent because of the crucifixion of His body. Therefore, we are enabled to enter into the Holiest through Him. 

Heb. 10:21 “and having a High Priest over the house of God,” 

YLT: “and having a High Priest over the house of God,”

Meaning of Words: “over”: above;

Literal Meaning: “the house of God”: the church of the living God (1Tim. 3:15) which is composed of those who are sanctified by the offering of the High Priest (see v.14). The High Priest takes away our sins as well as resolves all the problems after we have been saved (see 3:6). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The salvation of Christ not only saves us to give us eternal blessings but also makes us the house of God for God to dwell in to manifest the glory of God. 

2) The church is the house of God, and the divine Trinity is in us. And Christ is the head of the church over us. Therefore, let Him have the first place in all things (Col. 1:18-19). 

Heb. 10:22 “let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” 

YLT: “let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”

Meaning of Words: “evil”: wicked; “draw near”: approach; 

Literal Meaning: “having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience”, “conscience”: it is a function of man’s heart (Rom. 2:15). “Evil”, it means that man is condemned by conscience because of doing wrong and has not given proper response. Gradually, the conscience becomes an evil conscience (see Acts 24:16; 1Tim. 1:19), namely, the corrupted and defiled conscience (see2Tim. 3:9).

  “And our bodies washed with pure water”, the priests had to wash their bodies in the laver before fulfilling the ministry (Ex. 40:11-12). The Lord Jesus called His disciples those who had been washed in the New Testament (John 13:10). Therefore, this verse shows that believers have obtained the washing of regeneration (Titus 3:5). 

  “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith”, “a true heart”: the worship of God should be in spirit and in truth (John 4:24); “full assurance of faith”: assured confidence (Eph. 3:12), for it is impossible to please God without faith (see 11:6).

Heb. 10:23 “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” 

YLT: “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”

Meaning of Words: “hold fast”: withhold, seize on, retain, possess; “confession”: profess, acknowledge; “without wavering”: firmly, unyieldingly;

Literal Meaning: “let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering”, it means that we shall not be waved by any argument or opinion appearing in our mind, thinking that we need another Mediator and losing the confidence toward this High Priest. 

  “For He who promised is faithful”, “faithful”: He will fulfill all that He has promised. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ in us has been the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). And our hope is secure and firm (see 6:19), for Christ is our hope.

2) Believers have assurance toward the hope in the future, for we “stand on the ground of God’s promises”. And God who promises is faith, and He never lets out hope come to nothing. 

Heb. 10:24 “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,” 

YLT: “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,”

Meaning of Words: “consider”: behold, discover, perceive, observe fully; “stir up”: provoke unto, incite, dispute; “good works”: worthy works, proper works; 

Literal Meaning: “and let us consider one another”, let us not look on our own things, but that of others (Phil. 2:4). That is to say, we have to consider the needs and burdens of others (Gal. 6:2).  

“In order to stir up love and good works”, it means that the considering of one another will stir up love and good works. Love and good works are cultivated and encouraged in the church life. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We often know the need of ourselves, but ignore that of others. We may usually consider our own benefit, but forget that of others.

2) Since the Lord loved His own who were in the world, He commanded us to love one another (John 13:1, 34). God shows favor to us to enable us to do good works (Eph. 2:10). Love and good works are normal responses which are expected in those who have been saved (see Eph. 5:1-2; 8-9).

Heb. 10:25 “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

YLT: “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Meaning of Words: “forsake”: leave behind in some place, abandon, reject, give up; “exhort”: encourage; “approach”: draw near;

Literal Meaning: “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together”, “assembling”, here it particularly refers to the gathering that believers are assembled according to the way of the New Testament. Here the author intentionally exhorts the Hebrew believers not to forsake the former gathering and come back to the gathering according to the Judaic way in the Old Testament. 

  “As is the manner of some”, it suggests that the forsaking of the assembling has become a habit. 

  “But exhorting one another”: oral and practical encouragement, or affectionate encouragement from the heart; 

  “And so much the more as you see the Day approaching”, “the Day” refers to the Day of the second coming of Christ. 

Heb. 10:26 “For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,” 

YLT: “For we -- willfully sinning after the receiving the full knowledge of the truth -- no more for sins doth there remain a sacrifice,”

Meaning of Words: “received”: know, stain, obtain; “the knowledge of the truth”: the full knowledge of the reality; “willfully”: voluntarily; 

Literal Meaning: “after we have received the knowledge of the truth”, “the knowledge of truth” refers to the knowledge of truth concerning the faith in the New Testament.

  “If we sin willfully”, “willfully”, it emphasizes that there remains a motivation after the action. “Sin”: commit sins continually and habitually. Here, the willful sin refers to the sin of apostasy, namely, the sin of giving up the assembling of the New Testament and turning back to the rituals of the Old Testament. 

  “There no longer remains a sacrifice for sins”, since the sacrifices in the old covenant had already been replaced by the only sacrifice of Christ, if believers give up the sacrifice of Christ, there will be no longer any other sacrifice for atonement. 

Controversial Clarification: someone misunderstands the verses here, thinking that believers who have committed any purposeful sin will never be remitted by God again. Such view is contradictory to other verses in the Scriptures (see 1John 7-9), so it is unworthy of acceptance. 

Heb. 10:27 “but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.” 

YLT: “but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery zeal, about to devour the opposers;”

Meaning of Words: “fearful”: terrible; “expectation”: looking for; “adversaries”: opponents; 

Literal Meaning: “but a certain fearful expectation of judgment”, “judgment” refers to the judgment in the second coming of the Lord.

  “And fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries”, God will no longer judge with water (see Gen. 9:11), but with fire (see 2Pet. 3:10).

Heb. 10:28 “Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.” 

YLT: “any one who did set at nought a law of Moses, apart from mercies, by two or three witnesses, doth die,”

Meaning of Words: “reject”: disregard, disannul; “mercy”: pity; 

Literal Meaning: “who had rejected Moses’ law”, the transgressions against the rules of the law;

  “Dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses”, it is ordained in the law of the old covenant that the one who sins shall not be put to death at the mouth of one witness, but is die to be put to death at the mouth of two or three witnesses (see Deut. 17:6).

Heb. 10:29 “Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?” 

YLT: “of how much sorer punishment shall he be counted worthy who the Son of God did trample on, and the blood of the covenant did count a common thing, in which he was sanctified, and to the Spirit of the grace did despite?”

Meaning of Words: “sanctified”: holy, hallowed; “common”: unclean, unholy, profane; “insult”: despise; “suppose”: think; “worse”: more terrible; 

Literal Meaning: “trampled the Son of God underfoot”, the disrespect for the salvation the Son of God has accomplished on the cross is an open shame to Him (see 6:6). 

  “Counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing”, “the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified”, it shows that the blood of the Lord has the sanctifying effect (see v.10). And the new covenant is established by His blood (see 9:14-22), so the Lord’s blood is called the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified. “Counted … a common”, “common” in the original is opposite to “holy”, so “counted … common” means “counted … holy”, which contains a tone of despise. 

  “And insulted the Spirit of grace”: humiliated the Spirit in the extreme; men are saved by the works of the Spirit on him (see John 16:8-11), so the Spirit is called the Spirit of grace. 

“Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose…”, it means that such men will be severely punished. 

Heb. 10:30 “For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. And again, "The LORD will judge His people."” 

YLT: “for we have known Him who is saying, `Vengeance Mine, I will recompense, saith the Lord;' and again, `The Lord shall judge His people;' --”

Meaning of Words: “vengeance”: retribution;

Literal Meaning: “for we know Him”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy (32:35).  

  “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay”, it indicates that God will manifest His righteousness and deal with all unrighteousness among those who are of Him.

  “And again”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Psalm (50:4), or from the Book of Deuteronomy (32:36).

  “The LORD will judge His people”, the time of having the judgment begins from the house of God (1Pet. 4:17).

Heb. 10:31 “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

YLT: “fearful the falling into the hands of a living God.”

Meaning of Words: “fall into the hands of…”: under the power of…;

Literal Meaning: “fall into the hands of the living God”, it refers to the judgment of God caused by the willful sin (see v.26).

  “Fearful”, it shows that the consequences will be too ghastly to contemplate and make men tremble with fear.

Heb. 10:32 “But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings:” 

YLT: “And call to your remembrance the former days, in which, having been enlightened, ye did endure much conflict of sufferings,”

Meaning of Words: “recall”: remind; “former”: previously; “endure”: be patient and suffer with hope; “struggle”: conflict;

Literal Meaning: “but recall the former days”, “recall” means “remind”; “the former days”: the days that the Hebrew believers had experienced after their being saved;

  “In which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings”, here it indicated that the Hebrew believers had ever been persecuted for the sake of the gospel of truth and experienced a great struggle and afflictions. 

Heb. 10:33 “partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated;” 

YLT: “partly both with reproaches and tribulations being made spectacles, and partly having become partners of those so living,”

Meaning of Words: “reproach”: shame, despise, insult; “tribulation”: affliction; “made a spectacle”: expose as a spectacle, make a gazing stock; “companions”: sharer, partner;

Literal Meaning: “both by reproaches and tribulations”, it meant that they had suffered unreasonable condemnation and maltreatment. 

“Were made a spectacle”, the word showed that they were exposed as a spectacle of the public insult and struggle. 

“Partly while you became companions of those who were so treated”, both they and those who suffered tribulations experienced and had fellowship with their afflictions. 

Heb. 10:34 “for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven.” 

YLT: “for also with my bonds ye sympathised, and the robbery of your goods with joy ye did receive, knowing that ye have in yourselves a better substance in the heavens, and an enduring one.”

Meaning of Words: “had compassion”: sympathize; “goods”: the whole possessions; 

Literal Meaning: “for you had compassion on me in my chains”, they became the companions of those who were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations (see v.33), because they sympathized with those who were in chains and did not fear to be troubled. 

  “And joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods”, “goods”: all their possessions; they gave up all and were willing to be dispossessed for the sake of the Lord. 

  “Knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in heaven”, “knowing”: the motivation of their willingness; “a better and enduring possession” refers to the reward reserved in the heaven for them. 

Heb. 10:35 “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.” 

YLT: “Ye may not cast away, then, your boldness, which hath great recompense of reward,”

Meaning of Words: “confidence”: boldness, assurance, bluntness; “reward”: recompense of reward, requital; 

Literal Meaning: “therefore do not cast away your confidence”, there are two aspects of meaning of “therefore” here: 1) because of knowing that there is a better and enduring possession (see v.34); 2) since they had good performance in the past, they were supposed to be stronger. “Do not cast away your confidence”: do not fear or shrink back.

  “Which has great reward”, “great reward” includes the better and enduring possession (see v.34) and the promise of God (see v.36).

Heb. 10:36 “For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:” 

YLT: “for of patience ye have need, that the will of God having done, ye may receive the promise,”

Meaning of Words: “endurance”: patience with earnest hope;

Literal Meaning: “for you have need of endurance so that after you have done the will of God”, “endurance”: to endure the persecutions of the Judaism (see v.32-34); here “the will of God” refers to: 1) holding fast the faith of the new covenant (see v.19-23); 2) keeping in the church of the new covenant and manifesting the characteristic of God’s life (see v.24-25); 3) in no wise turning back to the rules of the old covenant from the new covenant (see v.38-39). 

  “You may receive the promise”, “receive the promise”: the fulfillment of the hope of our confession (see v.23); 

Heb. 10:37 “"For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.” 

YLT: “for yet a very very little, He who is coming will come, and will not tarry;”

Literal Meaning: “for yet a little while”, it is quoted form the Book of Isaiah according to its meaning (Is. 26:20). 

  “And He who is coming will come and will not tarry”, it is quoted form the Book of Habakkuk (2:3). “He who is coming will come”, in the original, it mentions the day of the fulfillment of God’s words. Here, it relates to the day of Christ’s second coming. The whole verse means “Christ comes quickly” (see Rev. 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20; 2Pet. 3:9). 

Heb. 10:38 “Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him."” 

YLT: “and `the righteous by faith shall live,' and `if he may draw back, My soul hath no pleasure in him,'”

Meaning of Words: “draw back”: withdraw, shrink;

Literal Meaning: “the just shall live by faith”, it is quoted from the Book of Habakkuk (2:4). Besides this epistle, it is also quoted in other two epistles, namely the Epistles to the Romans (1:17) and the Epistle to the Galatians (3:11). Each of them emphasizes the different points respectively: 1) Rom. 1:17, it emphasizes that “righteousness” is manifested by “faith”; 2) Gal. 3:11, it emphasizes that one “obtains life” by “faith”. That is to say, man is delivered from death and is quickened before God by faith; 3) Heb. 10:38, it emphasizes the one continually “lives” before God by “faith”.

  “If any one draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him”, “anyone” refers to the just previously mentioned. “Draw back”: apostasy; “has no pleasure”: it means that the one who draws back will not be rewarded and shall be punished by God (see v.27, 29-31). 

Controversial Clarification: according to the traditional exposition of the Bible, it was inferred that a true believer would in no wise give up the true faith, so this verse was a supposition. And the writer of this epistle also adds: “but we are not of those who draw back to perdition” (see v.39). Therefore, the traditional Bible expositors counted those apostates as “false Christians”, who had never truly received or believed the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  However, we believe that such interpretation misunderstands the exhortations in this epistle and thinks that one is incurable once he draws back, e.g. “renew them again unto repentance” (see 6:6), “there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins” (see v.26) etc., and regards the chastisement as eternal perdition, e.g. “curse…be burned” (see 6:), “fiery indignation…punishment… perdition” (see v.27, 29, 39). Please read the commentary of each above-mentioned verse. We believe that a true believer may also have the possibility of apostasy. However, their end is not eternal perdition, but some severe chastisement after judgment in the second coming of the Lord. 

Heb. 10:39 “But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.” 

YLT: “and we are not of those drawing back to destruction, but of those believing to a preserving of soul.”

Meaning of Words: “draw back”: withdraw; “perdition”: destruction;

Literal Meaning: “but we are not of those who draw back to perdition”, “to perdition”: be punished by God’s fiery indignation after God’s judgment (see v.27-31); note that the perdition here is not eternal perdition according to the truth “believers are saved once for all”, but a kind of great loss (see 1Cor. 3:15).

  “But of those who believe to the saving of the soul”, if we are willing to lose our life for the sake of the Lord, we will obtain life (Matt. 16:25; Luke 9:24; 17:33; John 12:25). That is to say, if we lose the pleasure of soul for the sake of the Lord in this life, we will receive the effect of faith, namely, the salvation of soul (1Pet. 1:9) and will be greatly rewarded in the future (see v.35). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Sacrifices that Christ Offered

A. The sacrifices offered according to the law of the old covenant were not perfect (v.1-4).

B. The sacrifices Christ offered fulfill the will of God (v.5-10).

C. The sacrifices Christ offered make us perfect forever (v.11-18).

D. The sacrifices Christ offered are the foundation of our faith (v.19-25).

E. The sacrifices Christ offered have the function of admonishment (v.26-31).

F. The sacrifices Christ offered have the function of encouragement (v.32-29).

“No More”s in This Chapter

A. Once purified, believers would have had “no more” consciousness of sins (v.2). 

B. God will remember “no more” our sins and lawless deeds (v.17).

C. Christ will offer for sin “no more” (v.18).

D. If we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains a sacrifice for sins “no more” (v.26).

Differences between the High Priests among Men and the High Priest Christ

A. The high priests among men “minister daily” (see v.11), and Christ “offered once” (see v.14).

B. The high priests among men “stand” (see v.11) ---- which shows that the work has not been finished, and Christ “sat down” (see v.12) ---- which shows that the work has not been perfected.

C. The high priests among men “offer repeatedly the same sacrifices” (see v.11), and Christ “offered His body once for all” (see v.10).

D. The high priests among men “offer the sacrifices that can never take away sins” (see v.11), and Christ “had offered once sacrifice for sins forever” (see v.12).

The Sacrifice Christ Offered is Perfect for the Reasons As Follows

A. The same sacrifice ---- he offered Himself once for all (v.10, 12).

B. He sat down ---- the priests on the earth stand ministering daily and offering repeatedly (v.11-12).

C. He is at the right hand of God ---- God has been perfectly satisfied (v.12).

D. He is waiting till His enemies are made His footstool ---- He needs not to offer any sacrifice for sin any more (v.13).

E. He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified (v.14).

F. The Spirit witnesses the fulfillment of Christ’s works (v.15).

G. Now we are enabled to come to the holy God with confidence (v.19).

Three Important Exhortations

A. “Let us” draw near to God ---- present “our worship” (v.21-22);

1. With a true heart ---- composed;

2. Full assurance ---- confident;

3. Having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience ---- cleansed;

B. “Let us” hold fast the confession of our hope ---- adhere to “our witness” (v.23);

C. “Let us” consider one another in order to stir up love and good works ---- do “our works” (v.24);

Go Forward with Confidence and Endurance till that Day

A. He who draws back will be under God’s judgment in that Day (v.26-31);

B. He who goes forward with confidence and endurance will receive great reward in that Day (v.32-39).

1. The motivation of going forward with confidence and endurance ---- recall the former days (v.32-34).

2. The result of confidence ---- receive great reward (v.35).

3. The reason for endurance ---- do the will of God (v.36).

4. The power of endurance ---- the just shall live by faith (v.37-38a the original).

5. The goal of advance ---- the saving of the soul (v.38b-39). 

Hebrews Chapter Eleven
I. Content of the Chapter
The Definition and Examples of Faith

A. The definition and interpretation of faith (v.1-6);

1. The definition of faith (v.1);

2. The proof of faith (v.2);

3. The origin of faith ---- the word of God (v.3);

4. The spiritual power of faith (v.4-5);

a. Abel ---- though it he being dead still speaks (v.4);

b. Enoch ---- and did not see death (v.5);

5. The reward of faith (v.6);

B. The examples of the faith of those who surpass the world though they still live on the earth (v.7-16);

1. Noah ---- condemn the world (v.7);

2. Abraham ---- sojourn on the earth and wait for the heavenly city (v.8-10);

3. Sarah ---- seemingly dead, still conceive seed (v.11-12);

4. These ---- desire the better heavenly country (v.13-16);

C. The example of faith that overcomes death (v.17-29, 31);

1. Abraham ---- receive his son even from the dead (v.17-19);

2. Isaac, Jacob, Joseph ---- foresee things to come when they were dying (v.20-22);

3. The parents of Moses ---- not fear the king’s command with boldness (v.23);

4. Moses ----lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch the Israelites (v.24-28);

5. The Israelites ---- they were not swallowed by the Red Sea (v.29);

6. The harlot Rahab ---- she did not perish with those who did not believe (v.31);

D. The examples of that faith that overcomes the enemies, tribulations and persecutions (v.30, 32-28);

1. The Israelites ---- who made the wall of Jericho fall down (v.30);

2. The judges and prophets ---- who overcame opposition (v.32-34);

3. Those who are not worthy of the world ---- who overcame tribulations and pains (v.35-38);

E. The end of faith (v.39-40)

1. Did not receive the promise (v.39);

2. They shall inherit with us something better that God has prepared for us (v.40);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

YLT: “And faith is of things hoped for a confidence, of matters not seen a conviction,”

Meaning of Words: “faith”: assurance, fidelity, belief, persuasion; “substance”: confidence, assurance, essence; “evidence”: proof, reproof, conviction; 

Literal Meaning: “faith is the substance of things hoped for”, “things hoped for”: things that have not been obtained, namely, things in the future; “substance”: the document (e.g. title deed for land) or collateral security ---- earnest proving the ownership, and the word here is used to relate to the realization of things hoped for. The whole sentence means that faith makes one obtain though he has not obtained seemingly and faith is the assurance of the fulfillment of things hoped for. 

  “The evidence of things not seen”, “things not seen” refer to things that are invisible; “evidence”: the word in the original refers to the proof of raising a lawsuit; and the whole means that faith makes one see though he has not seen with the naked eye. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Before we believed the Lord, we were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promises, having ho hope and without God in the world (Eph. 2:12). However, we have now reborn again to a living hope (1Pet. 1:3).  

2) Believers are those who have hope, and what we hope are things we have not seen (Rom. 8:24-25). Therefore, we do not look at things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen (2Cor. 4:18). Therefore, we shall walk by faith, not by sight (2Cor. 5:7).

3) Faith is having seen a fact in God and being able to make it manifest. All things in God are real and true, which can only be proved by faith.

4) Faith is committing things unto God and relying upon Him and that He shall bring it to pass (Ps. 37:5). True faith does not need to examine the development of things at all times, for the object of faith is God Himself and He will accomplish it in due time. 

5) True faith is seeing previously, which is a kind of foresight beyond time. Though it is seemingly untraceable, those who have faith have already seen it afar off (see v.13). 

Heb. 11:2 “For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.” 

YLT: “for in this were the elders testified of;”

Meaning of Words: “elder”: senior; “testimony”: witness, charge;

Literal Meaning: “by it the elders” refer to the great men in the times of the old covenant, especially the characters listed in this chapter; “by it”: by the faith mentioned in verse one; 

  “Obtained a good testimony”, according to the voice of the original it is the passive voice concerning God, which shows that God provides the testimony about the elders. That is to say, God testifies that the elders are accepted by faith. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith has dual effects: concerning things, faith gives us sure substance (see v.1), and concerning God, faith makes God accept and testify us. 

2) Believing God is honoring God. He who honors God will be honored by God and God is pleased to testify such man. Contrarily, he who does not believe God will not honor God. He who cares for God little will be rejected by God. 

Heb. 11:3 “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.” 

YLT: “by faith we understand the ages to have been prepared by a saying of God, in regard to the things seen not having come out of things appearing;”

Meaning of Words: “worlds”: course, age; “frame”: mend, make perfect, restore, adjust; “things which are visible”: appear, shine, lighten; “made of”: come into being, be found;

Literal Meaning: “by faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God”, “understand”: the result of the inference of faith; “the worlds”: the totality of time and space, especially the space, namely, the whole universe; “the word of God” refers to the ongoing word of God; “were framed”, the word here is used to express the unification and diversity of the creature. The word in the original is in the present tense, which shows that the teachings in the aspect of creation are continually applied. 

“So that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible”, it indicates that the visible things were made from the invisible things, namely, calling the things which be not as being (Rom. 4:17). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith enables us to realize the power of God’s word. God spoke, and it was. He commanded, and it stood fast (Ps. 33:9). Once the word of God is uttered, it will be so (Gen. 1:7, 9, 11…).

2) The word of God creates all as well as upholds all (see 1:3). Therefore, we do not need to worry unnecessarily, but just trust in and rely on the word of God, and He will surely be responsible to us. 

3) The giants in faith have “seen” when others think “it is invisible”. Therefore, what they have seen is advanced sight, not lagged sight. The see because of faith, not sight or things.

4) Faith is the spiritual eye, which enables us to see the invisible spiritual things. Faith makes us see the invisible God as well as know the way and principle of God’s works.

Heb. 11:4 “By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.” 

YLT: “by faith a better sacrifice did Abel offer to God than Cain, through which he was testified to be righteous, God testifying of his gifts, and through it, he being dead, doth yet speak.”

Meaning of Words: “more excellent”: more in quantity and better in quality; “righteous”: equitable, holy, just; “testify”: give testimony, bear witness;

Literal Meaning: “by faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain”, “more excellent”: God looked upon Abel’s offering, not on Cain’s offering (see Gen. 4:4-5). What Abel offered was the firstlings of his flock and of their fat, which typified the Lamb of God (see John 1:29, 36). He is that “better sacrifice” (see 9:23). 

  “Through which he obtained witness that he was righteous”, “witness that he was righteous”, it refers to God’s testimony to the person of Abel, and God justifies him.

  “God testifying of his gifts, and through it he being dead still speaks”, here, it is the testimony of God to “the offerings” of Abel. The former testimony is based on this testimony. In other words, the one who offers the offering is accepted because of the offering’s being accepted.

  “And through it he being dead still speaks”, “it”, it is feminine and singular in the original, so it may refer to his faith or the sacrifice. And a number of Bible expositors believe it refers to faith, for faith is the motive of Abel’s offering as well as the element of being accepted. “Still speaks”: speak all the time continually; “speak”: testify; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Sacrifice” is for the purpose of dealing with sin and restoring the fellowship with God. If is not put away, there will be no smooth intercommunion between God and men. 

2) Both Abel and Cain offered sacrifices, but one was accepted and the other failed. The difference lay in the motive of offering ---- whether it is of faith or oneself. Only the works by faith on account of God’s revelation shall obtain the witness of being righteous.

3) If we are accepted by God, it is not because we are better than others, but that the sacrifice ---- Christ in whom we believe ---- through which we come to God makes God cannot but accept us. Christ is the only “way” to God (John 14:6). Salvation is in none other than Him (Acts 4:12). 

4) Man has works of faith “before his death”, and still speaks “after death”. He not only speaks to bear witness before God but also before the later generations. Many great examples of faith in the past have stimulated and encouraged a number of believers to learn the examples of the faith of those who have fallen asleep. 

Heb. 11:5 “By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "and was not found, because God had taken him"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” 

YLT: “By faith Enoch was translated -- not to see death, and was not found, because God did translate him; for before his translation he had been testified to -- that he had pleased God well,”

Meaning of Words: “was taken away”: was caught, was translated, was changed; “testimony”: witness, proof; 

Literal Meaning: “by faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death”, “was taken away”, he lived on the earth, but now he has been translated into the heaven; “did not see death”: he had no experience of death. 

  “And was not found, because God had taken him”, the whole sentence means that he no longer belongs to the earthly and physical world. 

  “For before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God”, “this testimony, that he pleased God”, it refers to his walking with God (Gen. 5:24), for the one who walks with God must be worthy (see Rev. 3:4) so that Enoch was pleased by God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today, we believers who live in the last days may also be taken away (1Thess. 4:17) without seeing death. However, when the Lord comes again, not all believers who live will be caught up in a minute (see Rev. 3:10). Instead, those who live in victory by faith will be firstly caught up.

2) Enoch walked with God three hundred years by faith and then was taken away by God (Gen. 5:22, 24). He who has faith does not cast away his necessary responsibilities on the earth, but manifests the works of faith in the normal daily life. Any doctrine of sanctification by retreating from the world is not consonant with the Holy Bible. 

3) Believers have to be sure of being pleased by God before being taken away. Anyone who is fully confident of “the rapture of the whole church together” and yet is not pleased by God in his daily life has just misunderstood the Scriptures.
Heb. 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 

YLT: “and apart from faith it is impossible to please well, for it behoveth him who is coming to God to believe that He is, and to those seeking Him He becometh a rewarder.”

Literal Meaning: “but without faith it is impossible to please Him”, it means that faith is the only condition for us to be pleased by God. Man can do nothing to please God without faith. 

  “For he who comes to God must believe that He is”, it means that to believe God is to believe that God is so as what He speaks ---- “I AM THAT I AM” (see Ex. 3:14). 

  “And that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him”, “seek”: it is seeking continually throughout one’s life.

  This verse indicates that the “faith” that pleases God has double aspects: 1) believe God is and believe His existence; 2) believe that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who has no faith in God does not regard God as God, just like a son who does not regard his father as father. This is a great shame and is surely not pleased by God. 

2) “To believe God is”; no matter what we need, He is exactly what we need. Such faith is the secret of experiencing all the riches of God. 

3) Every one that asks receives. And he that seeks finds. And to him that knocks it shall be opened (Matt. 7:8). God is rich unto all that call upon Him (Rom. 10:12), rewarding abundantly all those who diligently seek Him. 

Heb. 11:7 “By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.” 

YLT: “By faith Noah, having been divinely warned concerning the things not yet seen, having feared, did prepare an ark to the salvation of his house, through which he did condemn the world, and of the righteousness according to faith he became heir.”

Meaning of Words: “be divinely warned”: be revealed, be admonished; “moved with godly fear”: be apprehensive, be circumspect; “prepare”: build, ordain, build; “became heir”: became possessor;

Literal Meaning: “by faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen”, “things not yet seen”: the things that God would destroy the whole world with a flood of waters (see Gen. 6:13); 

  “Moved with godly fear, prepared an ark”, “moved with godly fear”, it is one word in the original, which indicates that Noah obeyed with godly fear after he was divinely warned by God. “Prepare” includes the steps like designing, and collecting materials and building etc. “Ark” typifies the redemption of Christ (see 1Pet. 3:20-21). 

“For the saving of his household”, “his household” refers to the eight members of the family of Noah (see Gen. 7:13).

“By which he condemned the world”, “by which”: by the action of faith; “condemned the world”, the building of the ark was for the purpose of escaping from the destruction of that world (Gen. 6:13-18), which revealed that all the world were corrupted (see Gen. 6:12).

“And became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith”, Noah prepared the ark by faith, typifying that He believed and received the redemption of Christ. Therefore, he became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The faith of a single man can save the whole family of him (see Acts 16:31). If the family members of we believers have not been saved, we have to pray to God continually by faith. 

2) Noah built the ark and preached righteousness (2Pet. 2:5), condemning that world with active activities. Therefore, the best condemnation is to keep the will of God positively and judge with a distinct life style instead of merely exposing the sins of others.

Heb. 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.” 

YLT: “By faith Abraham, being called, did obey, to go forth to the place that he was about to receive for an inheritance, and he went forth, not knowing whither he doth go;”

Meaning of Words: “obey”: hear; “inheritance”: possession; 

Literal Meaning: “by faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out”, it indicated that his “obedience” was almost simultaneous with “his being called” without any delay. 

“To the place which he would receive as an inheritance”, “the place…an inheritance” refers to the land of possession from one generation to another.  

“And he went out, not knowing where he was going”, it is seemingly in conflict with the previous words. Since he went to the place, how could he not know where he was going? In fact, “to the place…”, it is the promise of God. The words “go out” and “he was going” refer to Abraham’s actions. When he took his action, he had a vague idea of God’s promise and yet had no definite destination. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Abraham had no destination of himself, but absolutely relied on God’s presence and guidance. Therefore, he had to look upon God by faith at all times.

2) The lesson of faith will never be graduated. We have to continually trust in God throughout all our life, from the very first time we believe the Lord to the time we see the Lord. 

3) God is Alpha and Omega (Rev. 1:8), and He is also the letters between them. He leads us all the way. And he who believes Him will not be shamed (Rom. 9:33; 1Pet. 2:6). 

Heb. 11:9 “By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;” 

YLT: “by faith he did sojourn in the land of the promise as a strange country, in tabernacles having dwelt with Isaac and Jacob, fellow-heirs of the same promise,”

Meaning of Words: “dwelt”: sojourn in, reside as a foreigner; “foreign”: alien, strange, not one’s own;

Literal Meaning: “by faith he dwelt in the land of promise”, “the land of promise” refers to the land of Canaan given by God to Abraham and his seeds (see Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 17:8). “Dwelt”, a temporary sojourner who still has some lawful rights; 

  “As in a foreign country, dwelling in tents”, “dwelling in tents”: translate continually without a permanent dwelling place; 

  “With Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise”, “same”: all of them dwelt in the tents, not the same tent. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were heirs of the same promise. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The world is not our family. And we are sojourners in the family. Therefore we shall not devote all our energy into earthly things, but set our mind on heavenly things (see Col. 3:1-2). 

2) We are all heirs of the same promise (see Eph. 3:6), but we have to lead the life of dwelling in tents respectively. We believers stand in the same promise, but each has distinct experience. The attitude of everyone toward life decides how much he shall experience God’s promises.

3) All the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen (2Cor. 1:20). 

Heb. 11:10 “for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” 

YLT: “for he was looking for the city having the foundations, whose artificer and constructor God.”

Meaning of Words: “wait”: expect, prepare to face, wait to receive; “foundation”: something put down, a substruction (of a building); “builder”: founder, creator, craftsman; “maker”: worker;

Literal Meaning: “for he waited for the city which has foundations”, “wait for”: expect with eagerness; “the city which has foundations” refers to Jerusalem in the heavens (see 12:22; Gal. 4:26), namely, the holy city, new Jerusalem coming down out of the heaven (Rev. 21:2).

  “Whose builder and maker is God”, “builder” emphasizes designs and plans; “maker” focuses on the implementation of the designs or plans.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The life by faith is a life of waiting for God. If God does not act, we do not act. If God moves, we will move. This is faith.

2) What God builds and makes is far beyond what man builds and makes. No matter the building of individual life or that of the church, both should be worked by God. 

Heb. 11:11 “By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.” 

YLT: “By faith also Sarah herself did receive power to conceive seed, and she bare after the time of life, seeing she did judge Him faithful who did promise;”

Meaning of Words: “the age”: the best opportunity, the proper age; “conceive seed”: conception of seed;

Literal Meaning: “by faith Sarah herself…when she was past the age”, “she was past the age”, it meant that she was brought to the end in her natural life and could do nothing by herself. 

“Also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child … because she judged Him faithful who had promised”, “Him… who had promised”, God had promised Sarah to beget a son (Gen. 17:15-16; 18:12-15). It was thought in some Scriptures that “she” should be translated as “he”, namely, Abraham, for God promised to Abraham. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) What you sow is not quickened unless it die (1Cor. 15:36). We always bear about in the body of dying of Jesus, the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body (2Cor. 4:10).

2) Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. If we have not been brought into a step that we can do nothing by ourselves, we cannot truly rely on the promises of God or live by faith. 

Heb. 11:12 “Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude--innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.” 

YLT: “wherefore, also from one were begotten -- and that of one who had become dead -- as the stars of the heaven in multitude, and as sand that by the sea-shore -- the innumerable.”

Meaning of Words: “as dead”: subdued, deaden, mortified; “multitude”: fullness, a large number, bundle; “innumerable”: countless, without number;

Literal Meaning: “therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born”, “one”, it is masculine in the original, which refers to Abraham, who is the beginning of the new race. 

“As many as the stars of the sky in multitude ---- innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore”, it is quoted from the Book of Genesis (22:17).

Spiritual Meaning: “as many as the stars of the sky in multitude”, “the stars of the sky” symbolize the heavenly descendants of Abraham, namely, the sons of faith (Gal. 3:7, 29).

  “Innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore”, “the sand of the seashore” symbolizes the earthly descendants of Abraham, namely, the sons of flesh ---- the Jews (Matt. 3:9).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “One man, and him as good as dead”, it is hopeless; “were born”: there is still hope. Faith makes the one who against hope believe in hope (see Rom. 4:18), for our hope lies in God, not us. 

2) The grain of wheat falling into the ground dies and bears much fruit (John 12:24). If we want to bear more fruit for the Lord, the best way is death ---- deny ourselves. 

Heb. 11:13 “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” 

YLT: “In faith died all these, not having received the promises, but from afar having seen them, and having been persuaded, and having saluted , and having confessed that strangers and sojourners they are upon the earth,”

Meaning of Words: “afar off”: at a distance; “embrace”: salute, greet; “strangers”: foreigners; “pilgrims”: temporary residents;

Literal Meaning: “these all died in faith, not having received the promises”, “these”: not all the sons, but Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; “died in faith”: their faith had never been moved till their death. “Not having received the promises”: they had not seen the fulfillment of the promises when they died. 

  “But having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them”, it was just like the man who went out rejoiced and cheered when he returned, seeing his hometown afar off above the horizon, or like the man who waved his hand on the ship to those who embraced him near the bank.  

  “And confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth”, “confess”: declare one’s identity openly.

  This verse reveals three important steps of faith: 1) “see afar off” the promises of God; 2) “embrace” the promises of God; 3) “Obtain” the promises of God;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith should be kept to the end. Otherwise, it will be in vain (1Thess. 3:5). The faith God values is the changeless and unswerving faith (see 13:7).

2) Faith starts from seeing what physical eyes cannot see and then responds to what is seen with diligence so that there will be true results. 

Heb. 11:14 “For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland.” 

YLT: “for those saying such things make manifest that they seek a country;”

Meaning of Words: “declare”: show, manifest; “homeland”: land of father;

Literal Meaning: “those who say such things”, “such things: the confession that “they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (see v.13).

  “Declare plainly that they seek a homeland”, “a homeland” refers to that city which has foundations (see v.10).

Heb. 11:15 “And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return.” 

YLT: “and if, indeed, they had been mindful of that from which they came forth, they might have had an opportunity to return,”

Meaning of Words: “called to mind”: remember, be mindful, recollect; “return”: turn back; “opportunity”: time, chance; 

Literal Meaning: “truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out”, “if”, it is a supposition. 

  “They would have had opportunity to return”, they did not return through they had opportunity to return, so they were not mindful of the country from which they had come out. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Had called to mind that country from which they had come out”, it is human nature, just like the Israelites who came out Egypt and still remembered the leeks and the onions and the garlic in Egypt (Num. 11:5). However, he who walks by faith does not go back. Instead, he forgets the things behind and stretches out to the things before and presses toward the goal (Phil. 3:13-14).

2) In the spiritual war, mind is the chief battlefield (see 2Cor. 10:5). What man is mindful forms the main inclination of the whole of him. The Bible teaches us that we shall set our mind on things above, not things on earth (Col. 3:2).

Heb. 11:16 “But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.” 

YLT: “But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.”

Meaning of Words: “desire”: stretch forth to, covet after, reach out after (long for); “better”: stronger, nobler; “ashamed”: feel shame for something;

Literal Meaning: “but now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country”, “desire”, it means that they have set a goal that they desire to pursue; “better”: it is a comparison with the country from which they depart; “heavenly”, it explains the nature of that better country ---- it is not an earthly one. 

  “Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God”, God is not ashamed to be their God. 

  “For He has prepared a city for them”, here it is the explanation of God’s not being ashamed of them. God approves their “desire” by actions to prove that their pursuit is not vague imagination. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God is the God of all men, especially of them that believe (see 1Tim. 4:10). He gives thought to our hearts and perfects our faith to the end (see 12:2).

2) It is both God (see John 14:2) and we (see Rev. 19:7; 21:2) that “prepare” the better and heavenly city. Therefore, God does the preparing works in believers.

Heb. 11:17 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,” 

YLT: “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,”

Meaning of Words: “test”: endeavor, scrutinize, examine; “offer”: bring, present unto;

Literal Meaning: “by faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac”, “when he was tested”: God tested Abraham;

  “And he who had received the promised”, “received”, welcomed and valued the command of God and regarded it as a lofty mission; 

  “Offered up his only begotten son”, that Abraham offered his only begotten son typified God the Father gave His only begotten son for us (see John 3:16; 1John 4:9).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The true faith is the faith that can bear the test. Faith will be much more precious after the proof (1Pet. 1:7).

2) He who has faith will go ahead even though dead hinders before him, for he believes that God is the God who quickens the dead (see Rom. 4:17). (Rev. 12:11). But if not, he has not loved his life even unto death (Rev. 12:11).

3) Only the devotion of what we love best can touch the heart of God. 

Heb. 11:18 “of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called,"” 

YLT: “of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called,"”

Literal Meaning: “of whom it was said”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Genesis (21:12). 

“"In Isaac your seed shall be called"”, “in Isaac”, it refers to all believers who have the risen life of Christ. “Your seed shall be called”, it typifies that we are the sons of Christ by faith in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:26).

Heb. 11:19 “concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.” 

YLT: “concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.”

Meaning of Words: “conclude”: count, regard; “figurative sense”: token, sign; 

Literal Meaning: “concluding that God was able to raise him up”, “concluding that God”: count or mediate on a sure foundation; “was able to raise him up”, it suggests that Abraham’s offering of Isaac is out of his faith toward God: 1) God is a faithful God. Since He had said in Isaac your seed shall be called (see v.18), His words would in no wise come to nothing. 2) God is the God who quickens the dead (Rom. 4:17). Therefore, though Isaac died, he would be raised up again.  

  “Even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense”, even though God finally hinders Abraham from offering Isaac (Gen. 22:10-12) and Isaac did not die then, in a figurative sense, Abraham had experienced in his heart that he received his son from the dead. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Only when we put us in dead can we experience the great risen power. Today, many people talk about resurrection without practical experience of resurrection, for they have never experienced death. 

2) “Offering” (see v.17) should be earlier than “receiving”. If we desire to experience the fullness of the risen life of Christ, we shall firstly have to present us to God and walk in the way of the cross. 

Heb. 11:20 “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.” 

YLT: “By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.”

Meaning of Words: “concerning”: about; “bless”: say good words;

Literal Meaning: “by faith Isaac”, “by faith”, his action was out of faith. 
“Blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come”, “things to come”: things will happen in the future; “blessed Jacob and Esau”, it is recorded in the Book of Genesis (27:27-40).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith gives long sight to men and makes man confident of things to come (see v.1).

2) Faith makes oneself blessed as well as brings blessings to others. 

Heb. 11:21 “By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.” 

YLT: “By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.”

Meaning of Words: “worship”: prostrate oneself in homage, do reverence to;

Literal Meaning: “by faith Jacob, when he was dying”, “when he was dying”: he was on the point of death. 

  “Blessed each of the sons of Joseph”, it is recorded in the Book of Genesis (48:15-16). He set the second son Ephraim before Manasseh (Gen. 48:20).

  “And worshipped, leaning on the top of his staff”, “worshipped”: he confessed that God shepherded him all his life (Gen. 48:15). “Leaning on the top of his staff”: he confessed that he was a foreigner and a sojourner on the earth (see v.9, 13). 

Heb. 11:22 “By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.” 

YLT: “By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.”

Meaning of Words: “made mention of”: concerning; “children”: sons, descendants; “departure”: go out of; “instructions”: commandments, orders; 

Literal Meaning: “by faith Joseph, when he was dying”, the last words of Joseph were recorded in the Book of Genesis (50:25).

“Made mention of the departure of the children of Israel”, according to the condition at that time, as the Israelites were prosperous in Egypt, the human sight could not foresee that they would be forced to go out of Egypt.

  “And gave instructions concerning his bones”, “bones” symbolize the risen life (Gen. 2:21-33; Ezek. 37:1-10). And he foresaw that he would be raised up in glory. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Isaac and Jacob and Joseph foresaw the things after death when they were dying ---- all of them had the final faith. The faith of a man does not lie in his faith in the beginning, but in the end. May we keep our faith until we see the Lord. 

2) Faith makes us see that we are not of the world (John 17:14-16) though we live in the world (which is typified by Egypt). The world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity (1John 2:17).

Heb. 11:23 “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command.” 

YLT: “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command.”

Meaning of Words: “beautiful”: elegant; “afraid of”: fear; “the king’s command”: the king’s edict, the king’s decree;

Literal Meaning: “by faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents”, “beautiful”, it means that he had uncommon and attractive appearance. 

  “Because they saw he was a beautiful child, and they were not afraid of the king’s command”, it is recorded in the Book of Exodus (2:2). Faith brings about boldness. He who has faith fears nothing.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though Moses was physically beautiful, in the sight of faith, his parents might foresee that he would be good vessel of God so that they purposed to keep his life without caring for their own life. We parents shall also cultivate our children with such mind and resolution. 

2) If the king’s command goes against the will of God, the will of God should be given the priority (see Acts. 4:19; 5:29).

Heb. 11:24 “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,” 

YLT: “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter,”

Meaning of Words: “refuse”: deny, reject;

Literal Meaning: “refuse”: it was his own choice; “refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter”, it indicated that he was willing to identify with his Hebrew brothers instead of remaining in the royal house (see Ex. 2:11).

Heb. 11:25 “choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,” 

YLT: “choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,”

Meaning of Words: “rather…than”: prefer to; “suffer affliction”: maltreat in company with, endure persecution together; “passing”: temporary, for a time, for a season; “pleasures of sin”: enjoyment of sin;

Literal Meaning: “choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God”, “suffer affliction”: the maltreatment of the Israelites in Egypt; Moses identified with them even though he had never personally experienced that pains (see Ex. 2:15).

  “Than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin”, “enjoy the passing pleasures of sin”: all the enjoyments in Egypt (namely, the world) are of sin in the sight of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The common people (including many Christians) choose rather enjoyment than afflictions. However, afflictions may often build up a man and makes him a useful vessel in the hands of God. The more one suffers, the more can he get from God to give others.

2) The temporary afflictions can bring us eternal blessings. However, temporary pleasures will cast us into permanent pains. 

Heb. 11:26 “esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.” 

YLT: “esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.”

Meaning of Words: “esteem”: count, conclude, estimate; “reproach”: insult, humiliation; “treasure”: wealth; “greater riches”: more wealth; “look to”: look away from everything else; “reward”: recompense of reward;

Literal Meaning: “esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt”, “the reproach of Christ”, if believers walk on the earth and follow the steps of Christ, he will suffer the reproach of Christ (see 13:13). All the reproaches we suffer for the sake of Christ will be regarded as that of himself in the sight of God (see Rom. 15:3). 

  “For he looked to the reward”, “look to”: pay attention to something, just like an artist who pays close attention to the object he is working. The word in the original is in past perfect tense, which emphasizes that it was a continuous action in the past. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the giants of faith in the Old Testament did not know Christ, what they had done in faith had relations with Christ in the sight of God. By faith, men in the Old Testament looked upon Christ who had not come to the world. And by faith believers in the New Testament look upon Christ who has ascended into the heavens. 

2) Where there is a “loss”, there is also a “reward”. Though one loses the temporary and corruptible treasures, but he shall receive the eternal glorious reward. The loss can even bring about profit, and no exchange is more profitable than such one. 

Heb. 11:27 “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.” 

YLT: “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.”

Meaning of Words: “forsook”: leave behind; “wrath”: anger; “endured”: kept on, steadfast;

Literal Meaning: “by faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king”, “forsook Egypt”: Moses left Egypt twice: the first left for Midian, and the second led the Israelites out of Egypt. “Nor fearing the wrath of the king”, it seemingly referred to the second departure, for the first time he left was for the purpose of escaping from the slaying of Pharaoh (Ex. 2:15). However, there was also someone who thought that the first departure was not because of the fearing of the king’s wrath, but was driven by the whole circumstance, and the first leaving was supposed to be before “the Passover and the sprinkling of blood” (see v.28). Therefore, it is proper to explain it as the leaving of the first time.

  “For he endured as seeing Him who is invisible”, “endured”: Moses spent two forty years in the wilderness after his twice departure from Egypt (see Acts 7:30, 36). “Him who is invisible”: God. Moses met God when he saw the vision of the flame of fire out of the midst of a thorn-bush in Horeb (see Ex. 3:1-6). At that time, he put a veil on his face because of fearing not to see God. It conforms to the words “as seeing Him who is invisible” here. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The experiences of Moses can typify the spiritual way of Christians: a) Moses forsook Egypt by faith. Faith makes us forsake sins and the world and lead a sanctified life. b) Moses did not fear the wrath of the king. We also do not fear the anger of Satan and the world. c) Moses endured. We shall also endure until we see the Lord. d) Moses endured as seeing Him who is invisible. Faith opens our spiritual eyes so that we can see the guidance of God everywhere.  

2) Seeing God is the secret for Christians to lead the whole of his life. Once we have seen God in spirit, we will not be weary or faint in our minds and run the race that is set before us (see 12:1-3). 

Heb. 11:28 “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them.” 

YLT: “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them.”

Meaning of Words: “kept”: observed, appointed; “sprinkling”: shedding forth; 

Literal Meaning: “by faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood”, “kept”, it was celebrating the establishment of the divine system. “The Passover and the sprinkling of blood”, it is recorded in the Book of Exodus (12:1-14). 

  “Lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them”, at that night, when the destroyer smote the firstborn of Egyptians, he would passover the door and not smite the house as he saw the blood on the lintel and on the two door-posts (see Ex. 12:21-24). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians not only need the blood of the lamb when they were saved but also have to draw the effect of the precious blood all their life (see 1John 1:7-9).

2) Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened of sincerity and truth (1Cor. 5:7-8).

Heb. 11:29 “By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.” 

YLT: “By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.”

Meaning of Words: “drowned”: swallow up, devour;

Literal Meaning: “by faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land”, it is recorded in the Book of Exodus (14:21-22). 

  “Whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned”, it is recorded in the Book of Exodus (14:23-28).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though the enemy is fierce, faith enables us to pass through the crisis in peace, for the object that faith looks upon is the almighty God. 

2) The experience of Christians’ baptism is just like passing through the Red Sea. The world and the enemies are ended here and buried under the water. Therefore, we are saved by the water unto Christ (1Cor. 10:1-2). 

Heb. 11:30 “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.” 

YLT: “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.”

Meaning of Words: “encircle”: surround, come round about; 

Literal Meaning: it is recorded in the Book of Joshua (6:1-20). “The walls of Jericho” typify the power of the enemies. “Were encircled for seven days”, it symbolizes the full faith; “fall down”: the collapse of the power of the enemy. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In the spiritual battle, it is not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of God (Zech. 4:6). Faith is reliance upon the Spirit of Jehovah of all hosts. Therefore, things had been done according to the word of God (Jos. 6:2-5). 

2) “Sever” is a number in the Scriptures symbolizing perfection. When the works of our faith have been perfect and satisfied God, He will work and no enemy can stand before Him. 

Heb. 11:31 “By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.” 

YLT: “By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with peace.”

Meaning of Words: “receive”: accept, welcome; “perish”: be destroyed;

Literal Meaning: “by faith the harlot Rahab …. when she had received the spies with peace”, “peace” refers to her friendly attitude without any hostility. 

  “Did not perish with those who did not believe”, “those who did not believe” those who were against the people of God; “perish”: there is no chance to escape at all and destruction comes at once. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith is not decided by one’s natural birth. Once a man has faith, he will be listed in the names of the giants of faith. Therefore, the harlot Rahab had part in the genealogy of Jesus Christ and became the ancestor of the Lord Jesus (Matt. 1:5).

2) Rahab was a gentile and yet she had also obtained good testimony in faith. Her story encouraged gentile believers that God does not accept persons, but pays attentions to whether you have faith or not. 

Heb. 11:32 “And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets:” 

YLT: “And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets:”

Meaning of Words: “fail”: not succeed;

Literal Meaning: “and what more shall I say?” Here it means that there were innumerable giants in faith in the ancient times. 

“Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah”, they were judges and their things were recorded in the Book of Judges. 

“Also of David and Samuel”, “David” is the famous king among the Israelites. “Samuel” was the renowned prophet. Their things were recorded in the First and Second Books of Samuel.

“For the time would fail me to tell of … and the prophets”, “the prophets” are recorded in the books of history and the books of prophets. “The time would fail me”, it suggests that space lacks for a detailed description of it. 

Heb. 11:33 “who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,” 

YLT: “who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,”

Meaning of Words: “subdue”: overcome, struggle against; “work”: work out, toil; “righteousness”: equity, justification; “obtain”: receive; “stop”: block up;

Literal Meaning: “who through faith subdued kingdoms”, “who”: the characters who are above-mentioned (see v.32). However, this verse seems to talk about King David. “Subdued kingdoms”: overcame kingdoms; and King David subdued many countries round him (2Sam. 8:1-14).

  “Worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions”, king David worked out righteousness (2Sam. 8:15) and obtained the promise of God that He would establish his kingdom (2Sam. 7:4-16). When he was young, he smote the loin with bare hands and saved the lambs out of its mouth (1Sam. 17:35). “Stopped the mouths of lions”, it might refer to the experience of Daniel (Dan. 6:22).

Heb. 11:34 “quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” 

YLT: “quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”

Meaning of Words: “quenched”: put out, stop; “violence”: power, might; “escaped”: flee away, vanish; “the armies”: the camps;

Literal Meaning: “quenched the violence of fire”, just like Daniel and his three friends were not touched in the burning fiery furnace (Dan. 3:16-17).

“Escaped the edge of the sword”, “escape”: flee away; for example, Elisha was delivered from the encirclement of the armies of the king of Syria (2King 6:8-19).

“Out of weakness were made strong”, for instance, Samson was renewed in strength, and slew the dead at his death more than that which he slew in his life (Judges 16:22-30).

“Became valiant in battle”, for example, Gideon with three hundred men only smote the whole armies of the two kings of Midian (Judges 8:4-12).

“Turned to flight the armies of the aliens”, just like the angel of Jehovah smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand (2King 19:35).

Heb. 11:35 “Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.” 

YLT: “Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection.”

Meaning of Words: “tortured”: beaten to death; “deliverance”: redemption; 

Literal Meaning: “women received their dead raised to life again”, both Elijah and Elisha had ever raised the sons to life again (1King 17:17-24; 2King 4:32-37).

“Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance”, “were tortured”: it meant that one was whipped or beaten with a club or beaten while his whole body was bound unto a rotating wheel until he died. This was a kind of punishment in the period of Maccabees. 

“That they might obtain a better resurrection”, “a better resurrection” refers to “the excellent resurrection” (Phil. 3:11 the original). When Christ comes again, all those who have fallen asleep will rise again (1Thess. 4:16). However, only those who overcome will have part in the better resurrection and reign with Christ in the kingdom (Rev. 20:4). 

Heb. 11:36 “Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.” 

YLT: “Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.”

Meaning of Words: “mocking”: desrision; 

Literal Meaning: “still others had trial of mockings and scourgings”, “mockings” refer to the shabby imitation for the purpose of laughing at someone and making him mentally painful. “Scourgings” make men physically painfully. “Trial of”, it refers to all the affliction of enduring mockings and scourgings and chains and imprisonment etc. 

  “Yes, and of chains and imprisonment”, “chains”: it means that one’s hands and feet are bound chains. “Imprisonment”, be imprisoned; 

Heb. 11:37 “They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented--” 

YLT: “They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented--”

Meaning of Words: “wander about”: came all around, stroll; “be destitute”: be in need; “afflict”: suffer tribulation, trouble;

Literal Meaning: “they were stoned, they were sawn in two”, “were stoned”, be stoned with stones by the people, which is the commonest punishment in Israel. “Were sawn”, it was said that the prophet Isaiah was sawn. According to the records of the Jewish documents, when he was tortured, he neither cried out nor wept, but spoke in the Spirit until he was sawn in two.  

  “Were tempted, were slain with the sword”, “were tempted”: were persecuted and tortured; “were slain with the sword”: it was the commonest punishment. 

  “They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins”, someone explained that the prophets were covered with sheepskins and goatskins. And someone thought it was a cruel punishment to persecute Christians in the Roman Empire. The sheepskins that were just taken off were bound on prisoners’ hands and feet and then let the skins shrink under the burning sun. And prisoners could only run in the wilderness all the time to decrease the physical pain, and finally suffered from cramps and died because of the decomposing bodies. 

  “Being destitute, afflicted, tormented”, “being destitute”: be deprived of properties and daily necessities; “afflicted”: be persecuted and oppressed; “tormented”: be maltreated and even not be treated as a human being; 

Heb. 11:38 “of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.” 

YLT: “of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.”

Meaning of Words: “wander”: go astray, be out of the way; “worthy”: due reward, suitable, deserving; 

Literal Meaning: “of whom the world was not worthy”, they were regarded unworthy of living in the cultivated society. Actually, it is the cultivated society that is not suitable for them to live. 

  “They wandered in deserts and mountains and in dens and caved of the earth”, “wander”: just like the lost lamb that are hunted by the wolves. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Apparently, all those who suffer for the Lord in faithfulness are unworthy of the world. Actually, it is the world unworthy of them, and they are above the profit of the world. 

2) Every trial of tribulation delivers us further from the world, and makes us nearer to God and more worthy of God’s reward.

Heb. 11:39 “And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise,” 

YLT: “And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise,”

Meaning of Words: “testimony”: evidence, proof;

Literal Meaning: “And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith”, God testifies that they are approved by faith (see v.2).

“Did not receive the promise”, they had not seen the fulfillment when they died (see v.13).

Heb. 11:40 “God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.” 

YLT: “God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.”

Meaning of Words: “provide”: supply; “better”: more strong, more powerful, more honorable; “made…perfect”: fulfill, reach the goal ;

Literal Meaning: “God having provided something better for us”, “us”: believers in the New Testament; “something better” refers to the redemption of Christ. All the sacrifices in the Old Testament for remission are shadows. Christ only offered His body to become the eternal redemption. That is the good thing to come (see 10:1, 4, 12), namely, the better thing. 

  “That they should not be made perfect apart from us”, “they”: the elect of God who had faith in the Old Testament; “not apart from us”: they shall obtain the promises of God with us together (see v.39). And the promises of God are fulfilled in Christ, so they will also obtain the salvation in Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The giants by faith in the Old Testament had only obtained the promises. And we believers in the New Testament have received the fulfillment of God’s promises. They only hoped for the promises, and we just inherit the promises. If the hope of promises have made them live out the wonderful testimony of faith, shall we who have tasted the promised more manifest the testimony of faith?

2) The beautiful testimonies of the saints in the Old Testament encourage us to learn to live by faith. When we believers in the New Testament are perfected, what the saints in the Old Testament shall also be made perfect ---- both supplement each other and will be made perfect. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Way of Faith

A. The definition of faith ---- property and proof (v.1-3);

1. The confidence of faith (v.1);

2. The commendation of faith (v.2);

3. The comprehension of faith (v.3);

B. The demand of faith ---- the access to God and the assurance of pleasing God (v.6);

C. The declaration of faith ---- seek a homeland (v.14) ---- receive and embrace and confess the promise of God;

D. The demonstration of faith ---- by faith (v.28, 33-34);

E. The devotion of faith ---- not accept deliverance (v.35-38);

Three Steps of Faith

A. Know by faith (v.3);

B. Offer the sacrifice by faith ---- offer thanks and praise (v.4);

C. Be taken away ---- God accepted (v.5);

The Gallery of God and its Different Parts

A. The first part: in the times before the flood of waters ---- Abel, Enoch and Noah (v.4-7) ---- they did things that others were unwilling to do;

B. The second part: in the times of the patriarchs ---- Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph (v.8-22) ---- they desired things that others were uninterested in;

C. The first part: in the times of going out of Egypt ---- the parents of Moses, Moses and the Israelites led by Moses (v.23-29) ---- they chose things that others refused to choose;

D. The first part: in the times in the land of promise ---- the people of Israel, Rahab, the judges and the prophets (v.30-39) ---- they endured things that others could not bear;

E. The first part: in the modern times ---- it is for us (v.40) ---- a minority run the race that others are unwilling to run;

The Manifestation of Faith

A. The worship of faith ---- the better sacrifice (v.4);

B. The witness of faith ---- Enoch pleased God (v.5);

C. The work of faith ---- Noah prepared the ark (v.7);

D. The walk of faith ---- Abraham obeyed and went out (v.8);

E. The waiting of faith ---- he waited for the city which has foundations (v.10);

F. The willingness of faith ---- Sarah received strength (v.11-12);

G. The welcome of faith ---- they confesses and desired the better homeland (v.13-16);

The Heroes of Faith

A. Abel ---- the sacrifice of faith (v.4);

B. Noah ---- the simplicity of faith (v.7);

C. Abraham ---- the sojourn of faith (v.8-10);

D. Isaac ---- the sanguinity of faith (v.20);

E. Moses ---- the suffering of faith (v.24-27);

F. Rahab ---- the salvation of faith (v.31);

G. Others ---- the supremacy of faith (v.32 etc.);

The Living Photographs of Faith

A. Abel --- the faith of justification (v.4);

B. Enoch ---- the faith of sanctification (v.5);

C. Noah ---- the faith of testimony (v.7);

D. Abraham ---- the faith of building (v.8);

E. Isaac ---- the growing faith (v.20);

F. Jacob ---- the foreseeing faith (v.21);

G. Joseph ---- the faith of waiting for home (v.22);

H. Moses’ parents ---- the faith of a mother (v.23);

I. Moses ---- the faith of a son (v.24);

J. The Israelites who followed Moses ---- the corporate faith (v.29);

H. Rahab ---- the faith of reception (v.31);

K. Others ---- the faith of gain (v.33-34);

L. The martyrs ---- the faith of endurance (v.35);

M. The martyrs ---- the faith of assurance (v.39);

The Choices of Moses

A. Moses said “No” to them:

1. The vain glory in the world ---- refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter (v.24);

2. The pleasures of sin ---- refuse to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin (v.25);

3. The riches of Egypt ---- not cherish them (v.26);

B. Moses said “Yes” to them:

1. The reward in the heavens ---- look to the reward (v.26);

2. Suffer affliction with the people of God ---- choose rather to suffer affliction than to enjoy the passing pleasures (v.25);

3. The reproach for the sake of Christ ---- it is great riches than the treasures in Egypt (v.26); 

The Characteristics of the Choices of Moses

A. By faith ---- it is a choice of faith (v.24, 27);

B. Look to the reward ---- it is a foreseeing choice (v.26);

C. Forsake the riches of Egypt ---- it is a choice of farewell (v.24-26);

D. Not fear the wrath of the king ---- it is a fearless choice (v.27);

E. Endure ---- it is a final choice (v.27);

Moses ---- A Man with Purpose and Power

A. Refuse the wealth (v.24);

B. Choose the afflictions (v.25);

C. Esteem the reproach (v.26);

D. Respect the reward (v.27);

E. Endure the wrath of the king (v.28);

F. Overcome the hindrances (v.29);

Hebrews Chapter Twelve
I. Content of the Chapter
Exhortations and Warnings Concerning Hope

A. Exhortations ---- endurance works out hope (v.1-17);

1. Run the race with endurance (v.1-4);

2. Receive the discipline with endurance (v.5-11);

3. Seek unto the end with endurance (v.12-14);

B. Warnings ---- let us not lose the hope (v.15-29);

1. Lest we fall down from the grace (v.15-17);

2. Our hope is the heavenly Jerusalem (v.18-24);

3. See that you do not refuse God who speaks to us and warns us (v.25-29).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 12:1 “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,” 

YLT: “Therefore, we also having so great a cloud of witnesses set around us, every weight having put off, and the closely besetting sin, through endurance may we run the contest that is set before us,”

Meaning of Words: “witness”: martyr; “be surrounded”: be enclosed, be bound with, be compassed with; “weight”: burden, hindrance; “easily ensnares”: well standing around, a thwarting in every direction, easily beset; “race”: conflict, contention, flight;

Literal Meaning: “therefore, since we are surrounded by so great … witnesses”, “therefore we”, it continues with the last chapter (see 11:40). “So great…witnesses” refer to that many giants by faith in chapter eleven. “Witnesses”: those who provide testimonies in order to confirm and prove the reality of things; It is the same word with “witness” (see Acts 1:8, 22; 2:32; 3:15 etc), so it can also refer to the good works worthy of encouragement to others. 

  “A cloud of”, “cloud” is used to describe the large numbers of people. Also there are the Bible expositors who think that the cloud is connected with the running of the race of God’s people (see Ex. 13:21-22; Num. 9:15-22). “Be surrounded”, it refers to the audience who shout cheerfully around, who make the runners feel more refreshing. 

  “Let us lay aside every weight”, “every weight” refers to all kinds of weight and burden that hinder the runners, e.g. the cares of life and the deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of other things (Luke 8:14; Mark 4:19).

  “And the sin which so easily ensnares us”, “easily ensnares”, it is just like the robe that wraps our body, which hinders the running. “Sin”, the meaning of the word is missing the mark. God is the only goal of our life. If anything or anybody outside of God (no matter good or bad) becomes our goal, it is sin. “The sin which so easily ensnares us”, in the heart of this epistle’s writer, the sin seems to especially refer to the “willful sin” like treading the Son of God or insulting the Spirit of grace (see 10:26-29), for it will prevent them from running in the heavenly race. 

  “Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us”, “with endurance”: because the race covers the whole life, just like the marathon race, which requires endurance unto the end. “Run”, in the shortest time and run in the longest race, namely, the quickest speed; “that is set before us”, there is a goal set before each believer which shall be obtained by our diligent pursuit (see Phil. 3:12-14). “Race”: in the original it refers to the racetracks. Each believer is a participant of the race who runs in the race for the purpose of obtaining the prize (see 1Cor. 9:24). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The whole life of each believer is a race, where there are many good examples of men and things around, encouraging us to run ahead. 

2) “Witness”, the word is often connected with martyrs (see Rev. 2:13; 3:14; 11:3; 17:6). Christians put themselves to death for the sake of the Lord and balk at no sacrifice, even that of our lives. The works manifested before all the people are the best witness (see Rom. 16:4) 

3) “Weight” and “sin” are two great factors that hinder our running. If we do not deal with them, we will be unable to run well.

4) “Weight” may not be sin and even is not sin. However, if we have not put off our weight, we cannot run quickly. Therefore, we have to search what is the weight to each of us.

5) “Weight” often tends to be the burden in our hearts, e.g. sadness, sorrow, depression and discouragement etc., or the temptations that distract our hearts, e.g. easement, greediness, fame and gain and reputation etc. ---- all of them belong to the weight that hinders the running. 

6) At that time, the most unbearable “weight” of the Hebrew believers is the laws and regulations (see Matt. 23:4). Therefore, we have to made up our mind not to put the “yoke” upon the necks of others in the church (see Acts 15:10), but have to bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2).

7) “Sin” will not only hinder our running and even make us disqualified for the race. Sin means breaching the rules. And the one who breaches the rules will be disqualified for the competition. 

8) The opposite side of faith is doubt ---- doubt about God’s love, faithfulness and power etc. Such doubt is a sin against God. Therefore, let us always not be ensnared by doubt. 

9) The people of Israel cannot enter into the land of promise because of complaint against God, which is regarded as rebellion against God (see Num. 17:10). The slightest dissatisfaction often causes the sin of rebellion. 

10) The weight should be “laid aside”, and the sin should be “put off”. We have to make up our mind to put off the weight and sin so that we can run.

11) If we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we will be blessed thereafter. However, if we are encircled by sins, we will be cursed thereafter.

12) Even though we have a good beginning and good process, we can still not obtain the prize before the destination. We have to run the whole length of the race “with endurance” before we finish the whole race, namely, before we see the Lord.

13) “Run” is not slow walking, nor standing, but go ahead as quickly as possible. We have to spare no efforts in the pursuit and service of Christians.

14) “Running” quickly means that one requires less time than others. Therefore, let us redeem the time (Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5) and use the time given by God properly.

15) He who runs in the sport ground can only run within the due track. However, though many Christians are zealous and laborious and run, they run outside the will of God and will finally not be approved by God (see Matt. 7:21-23).

16) The race that Christians have to run in is not vague, but “is set before” ---- it is of certain direction and certain tracks and certain goal/

17) Since the race “is set before us”, we have to go ahead step by step, not go backward (see 10:38). What is most important is “to forget the things behind, and stretch out to the things before and press towards goal” (Phil. 3:13-14). 

18) The race that Christians have to run in is always “set before us”. And the race of the world is always the race that follows us. No matter how farther we have run, the race of the world is always one step away from us ---- just behind “us”. Whenever we turn back, we have left the right way. 

Heb. 12:2 “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

YLT: “looking to the author and perfecter of faith -- Jesus, who, over-against the joy set before him -- did endure a cross, shame having despised, on the right hand also of the throne of God did sit down;”

Meaning of Words: “look unto”: consider; “author”: writer, captain, prince, leader, initiator; “finisher”: perfecter, completer, consummater; “for”: because of; “shame”: disgrace; 

Literal Meaning: “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith”, “look unto”: leave aside one thing and pay attention to another thing, and it is also translated as “looking off unto Jesus”;

  “Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith”, there are two aspects of meaning: 1) He is the initiator of our faith. We can have faith in Him. And He is also the finisher of our faith, who makes our faith perfect; 2) He is the pioneer and leader of our faith and paves the way of faith for us. Besides, he also keeps us in the rear and encourages us to finish the way of faith. 

  Note that here it is looking unto “Jesus”, not “Christ” or “the Lord Jesus” (the name after His resurrection). We have to look unto Jesus. That is to say, we have to consider the humanity of Him carefully. 

  “Who for the joy that was set before Him”, “the joy that was set before Him”: the exaltation by God after fulfilling His works (see Phil. 2:9-11), which is obtained after resurrection (see Ps. 16:11; 22:22; Is. 53:10). 

  “Endured the cross, despising the shame”, “despising the shame”: not care the insults from men; “endure”: experience; “the cross”: it includes the way of the cross that He walked on the earth as well as the summit of His crucifixion on the cross; 

  “And has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God”, be exalted (see 1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12) and enjoy the joy that was set before Him;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) One shall firstly “look off”, and then “look unto” Him. If we still look at other things, we cannot look unto the Lord only.

2) Not only may things on the earth attract our attention and entice us and even many spiritual things and knowledge can still not make us absorbed in the Lord Jesus. Therefore, we eyes shall be turned from many good or bad things to Him only.

3) Jesus is the coach and goal of the runners. A runner shall firstly be instructed by his coach before the race and then fix his eyes on the goal and press on instead of gazing around so as not to affect his running on the runway.

4) He is the author and finisher of our faith. Our faith starts from Him and ends in Him. Our faith is totally in Him. Without Him, we have no faith.

5) If we look unto the author and finisher of our faith, our faith will be continually increased and confirmed without shaking.

6) Christ is the “finisher” of our faith. Only Him can fulfill our faith to perfection. And only Him can perfect what we believe in us.

7) All spiritual things are in the Lord Jesus. He is Alpha and Omega (Rev. 1:8). We have no pursuit no desire but Him (see Ps. 73:25).

8) Men may often see the suffering and shame of the cross, but the Lord Jesus focuses on the joy and glory behind the cross.

9) If we Christians love the glory of man more than that of God (John 12:43), we will be afraid of shame. On the contrary, if we love the glory of God more than that of man, we will embrace the cross.

10) He despises the shame that is from men, and yet endures the suffering of the cross that is from God. Shame and cross are both sides of one body. Things that men have done to us are permitted by God. 

11) We need not to pay much attention to the misunderstanding, or opposition or criticism or judgment from men, but shall embrace all that happen to us by God’s permission, for they will perfect what God will perfect.

12) “Despise” shows that it is a kind of view and attitude after comparison. The principle for Christians’ growth is not only afflictions in soul to overcome the sin but also seeing the coming hope of joy in spirit indeed. Thus we will certainly “despise” all the shame in this world. 

Heb. 12:3 “For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.” 

YLT: “for consider again him who endured such gainsaying from the sinners to himself, that ye may not be wearied in your souls -- being faint.”

Meaning of Words: “consider”: think of, approve, count; “hostility”: disobedience, contradiction; “weary”: faint;  

Literal Meaning: “Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself”, “Him…who”: Jesus Christ; “endure”: it is the lasting effect of the suffering of Christ’s atoning for sins; “such”: it indicates the serious degree; “hostility”: the contradiction in words and attitudes and actions, including how he was insulted, humiliated, maltreated, spat, whipped and injured by men. 

  “Consider … lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls”, “consider”: make right judgment after careful consideration; “weary”: mental relaxation; “discouraged”: have no appetite for the fight

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The way and mind of the Lord Jesus on the earth are great refreshment and encouragement for believers’ spirit. If we ponder Him repeatedly, we will never be weary or discouraged. 

2) To a man who is running in the race toward the kingdom, the most terrible enemy is weariness and discouragement in souls. “Weary and discouraged in your souls”: be powerless in you souls; that is to say, one’s will is paralyzed and his affection becomes cold and his mind has appetite for nothing. And to him, everything is meaningless and he just lets everything drift. 

Heb. 12:4 “You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.” 

YLT: “Not yet unto blood did ye resist -- with the sin striving;”

Meaning of Words: “resist”: withstand; “strive against”: struggle against, wrestle against; 

Literal Meaning: “you have not yet resisted to bloodshed”, “resisted”, it is still a parable concerning sports competition, and it is transferred from running (see v.1) to boxing, which refers to boxing with sins; 

  “Striving against sin”, the degree of resistance has not reached to a point of life and death. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Sin is the great enemy of Christians. The Lord Jesus sheds His precious blood in order to deliver us from the power of sin. If we are unwilling to resist with sins, we have betrayed the love of the Lord who redeemed us by shedding His blood. 

2) The majority of Christians resist sins only stay in spiritual sphere, and have not reached to the step of physical injuries. 

3) Even though Christians are pressed to bloodshed, we will still be encouraged by the Lord’s word ---- be not afraid of them that kill the body (Matt. 10:28). 

Heb. 12:5 “And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;” 

YLT: “and ye have forgotten the exhortation that doth speak fully with you as with sons, `My son, be not despising chastening of the Lord, nor be faint, being reproved by Him,”

Meaning of Words: “forgotten”: be utterly obliviously of; “exhortation”: consolation, entreaty, imploration; “despise”: disesteem, have little regard for; “chastening”: disciplinary correction, instruction, training;

Literal Meaning: “and you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons”: “have forgotten”, it is in the perfect tense in the original, and here it is for the purpose of reminding the readers. “The exhortation which speaks to you as to sons”, it is God the Father exhorts us patiently like the fathers on the earth; “speak”: the words in the Scriptures are just the words God has spoken to men. 

  “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD”, “do not”: it is an imperative prohibition; “despise”: disesteem; “chastening” includes correction, reproof, and chastisement etc. The fathers of the Jews are accustomed to fulfill the responsibility of chastening the children to make them morally well. 

  “Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him”, “nor be discouraged”: do not lose appetite for the pursuit or fight; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God often says the ongoing words to us by the words written on the Scriptures. Therefore, we have to read and be familiar with the Scriptures so that God can speak to us if it is necessary. 

2) Men may easily ignore the reason why they are in tribulations, so they can learn nothing from the tribulations. Therefore, if we are chastened by the Lord and are in suffering, we shall not “despise” it so that we will learn something from it.

3) When we are chastened by God, there may be two wrong responses ---- either “despise” or “be discouraged”. Even though we shall not despise the chastening of God, we shall still not see the chastening too much so as not to be discouraged. 

Heb. 12:6 “For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives."” 

YLT: “for whom the Lord doth love He doth chasten, and He scourgeth every son whom He receiveth;'”

Meaning of Words: “scourge”: flog; “receive”: accept; 

Literal Meaning: “for whom the LORD loves He chastens”, “whom the LORD loves”: it refers to sons; “chasten”: through which the son will be disciplined and perfected; 

  “And scourges every son whom He receives”, “scourge”: serious punishment; “son whom He receives”, it means regarding the son as a son, and the son is thus treated just because he is the son. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God chastens those whom He loves. If we are chastened by God, it is just the proof that God loves us. Therefore, every time when we are disciplined, we shall transfer compliant into thanksgiving and sorrow to praise. 

2) God chastens us, for we are beloved of Him. Disciplines are arrangements of love. And it is love arranges these experiences for us and measures what we are supposed to go through. 

3) “Scourge” brings afflictions to men. Therefore, sometimes, the tribulations that we often experience are out of the chastening of God.

4) Scourge does not mean rejection by God. Instead, it is a sign of being pleased by God.

5) The present custom of this world goes against the teaching of the Scriptures. In some countries, the laws say that children should not be scourged. However, the Scriptures say that “he that spares his rod hates his son, but he that loves him chastens him betimes” (Pro. 13:24).

Heb. 12:7 “If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?” 

YLT: “if chastening ye endure, as to sons God beareth Himself to you, for who is a son whom a father doth not chasten?”

Meaning of Words: “deal with”: bring unto, do, offer up;

Literal Meaning: “if you endure chastening, God deals with you”, it means that the discipline you endure comes from God, so we have to receive with endurance. 

  “As with sons”, since God sets us among the sons, we should have the awareness of a son.

  “For what son is there whom a father does not chasten”? No son is exceptional that he is not chastened by his father. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Please remember that chastening is the preferential treatment of God, not bitter treatment. If God disciplines you, He will bring you on the position of receiving blessings and glory. 

2) Madame Guyon said, “I desire to kiss the whip on me and kiss the hand slapped on me”. If you have seen this is the whip of the Father and the hand of the Father, you will not complain. 

Heb. 12:8 “But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.” 

YLT: “and if ye are apart from chastening, of which all have become partakers, then bastards are ye, and not sons.”

Meaning of Words: “partaker”: sharer, partner; “illegitimate”: unlawful, bastard;

Literal Meaning: “of which all have become partakers”, “have become partakers”, it means that the chastening is received and the effect is lasting. As long as one is a son, he has personally experienced chastening and enjoyed the eternal effect on him. 

  “But if you are without chastening … then you are illegitimate and not sons”, “illegitimate”, it means that the father does not treat the unlawful children seriously and the unlawful children can not enjoy the right of inheritance nor worship God with the family members. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If a man has not been chastened by God, he has not proof of a son. Every child of God shall be disciplined by God without exception. 

2) If you are the son of God, you cannot expect distinct treatment. Discipline is a sign for sons, without which one is a illegitimate son, who is not a member of God’s house. 

Heb. 12:9 “Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?” 

YLT: “Then, indeed, fathers of our flesh we have had, chastising , and we were reverencing ; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of the spirits, and live?”

Meaning of Words: “furthermore”: besides; “correct”: train; “respect”: fear, esteem: “in subjection to”: obedience;  

Literal Meaning: “furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us”, “we” refers to the common people; “corrected”, it is a noun in the original, namely, correctors, who teach by disciplines. “Human fathers who corrected us”: the human fathers are correctors. 

  “And we paid them respect”, “and”, the conjunction shows that there is further serious condition. “Pay…respect”: receive with respect; 

  “The Father of spirits and live”, “spirits”, both the eternal value of human beings and all function of fellowship with God come from the spirit. “The Father of spirits”, the Father in the heavens, namely, God. Here it is a comparison with the fathers in the flesh.  

“Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to…?” “Shall…not much more”, it follows the previous word “and”. “Be in subjection to”, it is not different from “respect”. Though a man may hear and obey his parents because of respect (see Eph. 6:1-2), he may not be “submissive” in heart. However, we have to be in subjection to the works of God without any reason. “Live”: live before God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The matter of son leads to that of chastening. And the matter of chastening produces that of subjection. Since we are sons, we have to be disciplined. And since there is discipline, we have to be submissive.

2) Concerning the obedience to God, we have to both obey His commands and His chastening. On one hand, we shall be in subjection to all the words God has spoken in the Scriptures. And on the other, we have to obey all the arrangements of God in our circumstances.

3) Obedience is not a vain slogan. One has to pay the cost when he obeys, namely, enduring the chastening of God. 

Heb. 12:10 “For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.” 

YLT: “for they, indeed, for a few days, according to what seemed good to them, were chastening, but He for profit, to be partakers of His separation;”

Meaning of Words: “seemed best to”: apparently good; “profit”: be better for; “partakers”: receiver, participants; 

Literal Meaning: “for they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them”, “a few days”: the days are limited. Probably, the sons have not grown up. “As seemed best to them”, they chastened according to what they regarded as best, but their thoughts might not be right or profitable. 

  “But He for our profit”, “for…profit”: it must be of profit in the sight of God (see Rom. 8:28). 

  “That we may be partakers of His holiness”, “holiness”, only God is holy, and all that are outside of God are common. Therefore, “holiness” means being consecrated unto God. “His holiness”, since holiness is the nature of God, so it is called God’s holiness. “Be partakers of His holiness”: have part in the holy nature of God; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All the discipline and reproach of God are not punishment, nor chastisement, but training for our profit. 

2) God chastens us for our profit. Such profit is making us partakers of God’s holiness, namely, partakers of Himself. Therefore, every discipline of God is for the purpose of manifesting Himself so that such a holy God will be known. 

3) Holiness is the nature of God as well as the disposition of God. Such holiness of God is “constituted” into us gradually. And it is not received all at once, but craved step by step. We really not know how many times of chastening will build such a holy disposition! 

Heb. 12:11 “Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” 

YLT: “and all chastening for the present, indeed, doth not seem to be of joy, but of sorrow, yet afterward the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those exercised through it -- it doth yield.”

Meaning of Words: “painful”: grievous, sad; “trained”: exercised; “yield”: produce, reward, deliver, give; “peaceable”: salutary; “righteousness”: justice, uprightness, what is right; 

Literal Meaning: “now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful”, “chastening” includes the discipline of both the father in the flesh and the Father of spirits. “No ….be…but”, this is the right feeling of those who are chastened. And it is not joyful of being disciplined. 

  “Nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it”, “those who have been trained by it”: those who have been chastened; “the peaceable fruit of righteousness”, which means: 1) righteousness is a kind of fruit. It is right and just no matter to God or to men; 2) in righteousness, there is peace between God and men and in oneself; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Note the words “seems to…” and “afterward”, it seems to be painful, but afterwards there yields joyful fruit (see 1Pet. 1:6). Therefore, let our eyes not stay at the apparent condition, but at the coming result.

2) It is a certainty that one is painful because of being chastened. However, pain is not the purpose of God. The will of God is to let us obtain profit through tribulations, namely, the change in life and the fruit borne inside. 

3) Only when man is peaceful before God can he obtain fruit. The most terrible condition is that one complains and murmurs and disobeys under the discipline. If one desires to yield the fruit of peace, he has to firstly learn to obey and learn to not disagree with God or not complain against God. When peace is in us, there will yield righteousness. Once man has no peace, or complains or disputes before God, he has lost righteousness.

4) On one hand, peace brings about righteousness, and righteousness leads to peace on the other. No matter the relations between God and men, or interpersonal relations, or international relations, peace can only be obtained in righteousness. 

Heb. 12:12 “Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees,” 

YLT: “Wherefore, the hanging-down hands and the loosened knees set ye up;”

Meaning of Words: “hang down”: alongside, let by, relax; “feeble”: sick of the palsy, loosen; “strengthen”: make straight, life up;

Literal Meaning: “hands” represent works and deeds; “the hands which hang down”, it means being powerless to work; “strengthen”: be strong in works (see Is. 35:3).

  “Knees”, if there is something wrong with one’s knees, there must also be something wrong with his feet. And feet stand for the power of running the heavenly race. “The feeble knees”, it means being powerless to walk; “strengthen … the feeble knees”, it means that one has power to run the heavenly race. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we focus on our experience, we will be weary and discouraged (see v.5). If we see the outcome that our experience will produce, we will be refreshed. Therefore, we shall take a foresighted view ---- from the present to the future. 

2) Tribulations works endurance, and endurance works experience, and experience works hope and hope does not make ashamed (Rom. 5:3-5). Since we have such a conviction, we shall be strengthened and lift up our hands to do what we are supposed to do and our feet to walk on the way that we have to tread upon.  

Heb. 12:13 “and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.” 

YLT: “and straight paths make for your feet, that that which is lame may not be turned aside, but rather be healed;”

Meaning of Words: “path”: track (as a wheel-rut), a course of conduct; “be dislocated”: turn out of the way, deflect; “heal”: make whole, cure;

Literal Meaning: “make straight paths for you feet”, “make straight”, it is for the purpose of running easily (see Pro. 4:26-27). If one’s feet are strong, and the paths are not good, he may still be stumbled and his feet may be hurt. 

  “So that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed”, “lame” represents those who are not firm in faith (see Rom. 14:1). “Dislocated”: lost the way and turn away from the right path (see Is. 35:8), or be stumbled on the way of faith (see Matt. 18:6; Rom. 14:20-21); “be healed”: be established in faith (see Col. 2:5). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall still firm by faith in persecutions and tribulations rather than turn away from the right path, lest we should become the stumbling-stone of the feeble brothers. Moreover, we have to help and strengthen them to run on the heavenly race. 

2) When we are tried, we have to be under the mighty hand of God so that the holy character will be established in us. Therefore, the way you tread upon is right, and you can help those who give up halfway and lead them to walk uprightly. If a man who walks ahead of us turns aside slightly, he will mislead those who are after him. 

Heb. 12:14 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord:” 

YLT: “peace pursue with all, and the separation, apart from which no one shall see the Lord,”

Meaning of Words: “pursue”: press forward, follow, pursue; “peace”: quietness, rest, prosperity; “holiness”: sanctification; 

Literal Meaning: “pursue peace with all people”, “pursue”, it means that one pursues initiatively and actively and then obtains (see Ps. 34:14). “Peace with all people”, peace with all those who are in the church (Rom. 12:18; 14:19). 

  “And holiness, without which no one will see the Lord”, “holiness”: holiness in life experience; since we believers have been given positional sanctification (see 10:10, 14), we have to still seek to be sanctified in daily life. “Without which no one will see the Lord”, holiness is the primary condition for the fellowship between God and men.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Pursue peace with all people”, it is not a negative attitude of “not irritating others”, but a kind of active attitude of dealing with all. 

2) Believers who live in the world have to manifest the characteristic of the Son of God, namely, “the peace-maker” (see Matt. 5:9). In other words, the secret of making peace is to live out the life of God in daily life.

3) Though it is the Spirit perfects the “holiness” in us (see Rom. 8:13; 15:16), we have to still seek holiness and obtain thereby. The Holy Spirit can fulfill the works of holiness in us with our cooperation (see 1Thess. 4:7-8).

4) “Peace” is stressed in interpersonal relations of believers, and yet “holiness” is focused on in the relations of men with God. Peace and holiness are indispensible elements for our relations with men and God.

Heb. 12:15 “looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;” 

YLT: “looking diligently over lest any one be failing of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness springing up may give trouble, and through this many may be defiled;”

Meaning of Words: “looking carefully”: look diligently, taker the oversight; “fall short of”: lack, fail, be destitute; “spring up”: swell up, grow, germinate; “disturb”: crowd in, annoy, trouble; “defiled”: sully, taint, contaminate; 

Literal Meaning: “looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God”, “looking carefully”, the ministers (e.g. healers, overseers etc.) have to watch carefully; 

  “Lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble”, “root of bitterness”, there are two aspects of meaning: 1) be hostile to men and bitter in heart (Rom. 3:14; Eph. 4:31); 2) reject God and taste the bitterness (see Acts 8:23). “Cause trouble”, the whole church are thus troubled. 

  “And by this many become defiled”, “become defiled”, there are also aspects of meaning: 1) be defiled in conscience and morality (Titus 1:15); 2) be defiled in faith and godliness (see James 1:27).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). If believers do not look carefully in conversation, they will fall short of God’s grace.

2) The failure and mistake of even one single member in the church tend to influence many believers, just like a little leaven leavens the whole lump (1Cor. 5:6). 

Heb. 12:16 “lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright.” 

YLT: “lest any one be a fornicator, or a profane person, as Esau, who in exchange for one morsel of food did sell his birthright,”

Meaning of Words: “fornicator”: prostitute; “profane”: heathenish, wicked; 

Literal Meaning: “lest there be any fornicator”, “lest”, note that if we do not “look carefully” (see v.15), there will be the third “lest”. “Fornicator” has two meanings: 1) physical fornication, namely, the sexual behaviors outside of marriage (1Cor. 6:18); 2) spiritual fornication, namely, profanity that is mentioned below and worship of idols (see Rev. 2:15, 20; Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5).

  “Profane person like Esau”, “profane” it is opposite to holiness (v.14). “Profane”: love the world and things in the world (1John 2:15).

  “Who for one morsel of food sold his birthright”, it is recorded in the Book of Genesis (25:29-34); “his birthright”: the right of the first-born, including double inheritances (Deut. 21:17), being the family priest and the eldest one among the brothers (1Sam. 20:29).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him (1John 2:15). He who loves the world cannot please the God. 

2) “Profanity” is just like “one morsel of food”. Once it is tasted, it is gone. Any earthly enjoyment cannot be compared with the coming blessings of Christians. 

Heb. 12:17 “For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.” 

YLT: “for ye know that also afterwards, wishing to inherit the blessing, he was disapproved of, for a place of reformation he found not, though with tears having sought it.”

Meaning of Words: “rejected”: disapprove, repudiate; “found”: seek, search; “place”: space, room, chance; “repentance”: a change of heart; 

Literal Meaning: “inherit blessing”: the blessing of the first-born; “was rejected”, it was not that Isaac did not bless Esau (see Gen. 27:39-40), but Isaac could not transfer the blessing given to Jacob to Esau (Gen. 27:35). “Repentance”, it was not making Isaac repent, but means that Esau could not change that even though he repented with tears ---- the lost birthright could not be found again. 

Heb. 12:18 “For you have not come to the mountain that may be touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest,” 

YLT: “For ye came not near to the mount touched and scorched with fire, and to blackness, and darkness, and tempest,”

Meaning of Words: “come”: approach, draw near; “be touched”: handle, feel after; “blackness”: gloom; “darkness”: obscurity, shadiness;

Literal Meaning: “for you have not come to the mountain that may be touched”, “the mountain that may be touched” refers to the Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:11); “that may be touched”: physical, earthly; 

“And that burned with fire, and to blackness and darkness and tempest”, “fire”, for at that time Jehovah came upon the mountain in fire and the whole mountain covered with darkness (Ex. 19:18), which showed that God is a consuming fire (see v.29), burning all that is not holy; “blackness”, the thick clouds that made the whole mount black (Deut. 4:11); “darkness”: thick darkness (Deut. 4:11; 5:22). It is revealed in the Scriptures that God dwells in the thick darkness (1King 8:12); “tempest”, the storm with thunder and lightning (Ex. 19:16; 20:18), which shows that no one can stand before God. 

Heb. 12:19 “and the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words, so that those who heard it begged that the word should not be spoken to them anymore.” 

YLT: “and a sound of a trumpet, and a voice of sayings, which those having heard did entreat that a word might not be added to them,”

Meaning of Words: “beg”: entreat, reject, make excuse; “anymore”: increase, give more, lay unto; 

Literal Meaning: “the sound of a trumpet and the voice of words”, at that time, when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by a voice (Ex. 19:19); “the sound of the trumpet” showed that God would come (Ex. 19:16, 20); “the voice of words” means the voice that God spoke to the Israelites (Deut. 4:12). 

  “So that those who heard it begged that the word should not be spoken to them anymore”, it is recorded in the Book of Deuteronomy (5:23-26). At that time, all the heads of the tribes and elders came near to Moses and said, “if we hear the voice of Jehovah our God any more, we shall die”.

Heb. 12:20 “(For they could not endure what was commanded: "And if so much as a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned or shot with an arrow."” 

YLT: “for they were not bearing that which is commanded, `And if a beast may touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or with an arrow shot through,'”

Meaning of Words: “endure”: bear; “touch”: handle;

Literal Meaning: “for they could not endure what was commanded”, “could not endure”: unable to bear…; “what was commanded”: the requirements in the law;

  “And if so much as a beast touched the mountain, it shall be stoned or shot with an arrow”, no matter human beings or beasts, anyone who draws near to the mountain, he or it shall not live (Ex. 19:12-13).

Heb. 12:21 “And so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I am exceedingly afraid and trembling." )” 

YLT: “and, (so terrible was the sight,) Moses said, `I am fearful exceedingly, and trembling.'”

Meaning of Words: “terrifying”: extremely frightening, awesome, formidable; “afraid”: sore afraid, exceedingly fear; “trembling”: terrified;

Literal Meaning: “and so terrifying was the sight that Moses said”, “terrifying”, it indicated that the sight the Mount Sinai appeared at that time (see v.18-20) was extremely frightening and awesome. 

  “That Moses said, “I am exceedingly afraid and trembling””, “afraid”: it is the internal feeling; “trembling”: it is the external attitude; 

Heb. 12:22 “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels,” 

YLT: “But, ye came to Mount Zion, and to a city of the living God, to the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of messengers,”

Literal Meaning: “but you have come to Mount Zion”, “you” refer to the Hebrew believers who represent believers in the New Testament; “Mount Zion” was a mountain in the southwest of Jerusalem, upon which David had built the stronghold (see 2Sam. 5:6-9). And it was then called the hill of God’s holiness (Ps. 2:6), typifying the center of heavenly government (Micah 4:7).

  “Come to Mount Zion”, it is opposite to “coming to the mountain that may be touched” (see v.18). The Mount Sinai typifies the Old Testament under the law (Gal. 4:24). And the Mount Zion typifies the New Testament under the grace (Rom. 6:14).

  “And to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem”, “the city of the living God” refers to the city where the living God dwells; “the heavenly Jerusalem” typifies the real heavenly dwelling-place different from that on the earth (Gal. 4:25-26). Here, the Mount Zion and the heavenly Jerusalem are mentioned together in order to show that glorious conditions. 

  “To an innumerable company of angels”, “angels” are ministering spirits (see 1:14); “an innumerable company of angels” and “the church of the firstborn” (see v.23) constitute the two groups in the heaven.

Heb. 12:23 “to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,” 

YLT: “to the company and assembly of the first-born in heaven enrolled, and to God the judge of all, and to spirits of righteous men made perfect,”

Meaning of Words: “register”: enroll, write off; “the firstborn”: firstbegotten; “church”: a calling-out, assembly; “general assembly”: the assembly of all; “made perfect”: be fulfilled, consummate;

Literal Meaning: “to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven”, “who are registered in heaven”: those whose names are listed in the book of life (Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 20:15; 21:27; Ps. 69:28; Luke 10:20); “the firstborn”: they have enjoyed the right of the firstborn, for they are united with Christ “who is the firstborn of all”. It includes all those who have faith in the New Testament (see 11:39-40); “the church of the firstborn”: the gathering of those who are called by God (including the Old Testament and the New Testament).

  “The general assembly”, it means the great gathering in feasts. Here it refers to the grand gathering in the heaven of both the innumerable angels and the church of the firstborn. Here, the innumerable angels (see v.22) and the church of the firstborn, as two groups in the heavenly gathering, are the second group.

  “To God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect”, “God the Judge of all”: He is the righteous God (see Gen. 18:25; Acts 17:31); “to the spirits of just men made perfect”, the spirits of saints who are justified by God; here, God the Judge of all and the spirits of just men made perfect are the third group, emphasizing that “righteousness” abides in the eternal world forever (see 2Pet. 3:13).

Heb. 12:24 “to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.” 

YLT: “and to a mediator of a new covenant -- Jesus, and to blood of sprinkling, speaking better things than that of Abel!”

Meaning of Words: “better”: excellent, stronger;
Literal Meaning: “to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling”, “the Mediator of the new covenant”, it means that the lamb who is slain is always the mediator for us before God in the heaven (see 7:24-25; Rev. 5:6); “the blood of sprinkling”, it indicates that the blood that Jesus shed had the eternal effect of redemption (see 9:12; Rev. 5:9). Here, Jesus and His blood are the fourth group, emphasizing that both of them always “speak” for us before God. 

  “That speaks better things than that of Abel”, the blood of Abel was the voice cried to God from the ground to revenge according to the righteousness of God and send punishment to the one who killed him (Gen. 4:8-11). The blood of the Lord Jesus is the voice that God shall give favor to men to remit. Besides, His blood does not condemn us. Therefore, it speaks of better things.

Heb. 12:25 “See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven,” 

YLT: “See, may ye not refuse him who is speaking, for if those did not escape who refused him who upon earth was divinely speaking -- much less we who do turn away from him who from heaven,”

Meaning of Words: “see”: take care, watch; “refuse”: reject, beg off, avoid; “escape”: flee away, run away, vanish; “turn away”: disappear, vanish away; “speak”: preach, utter;

Literal Meaning: “see that you do not refuse Him who speaks”, “Him who speaks” refers to God (see v.5). He is a God that speaks (see 1:1-2).

  “For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth”, “who spoke on earth”, it refers to the commands of God in the Old Testament preached by the angels and men (see 2:2).

  “Much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven”, “Him who speaks from heaven”: the direct commands of the Holy Trinity in the New Testament;

Heb. 12:26 “whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, "Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven."” 

YLT: “whose voice the earth shook then, and now hath he promised, saying, `Yet once -- I shake not only the earth, but also the heaven;'”

Meaning of Words: “then”: at that time; “shake”: stir up, wave; “only”: merely, alone; 

Literal Meaning: “whose voice then shook the earth”, “then”: when the law of the Old Testament was given on the Mount Sinai (see v.18-21; Ex. 19:18).

  “But now He has promised, saying”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Haggai (2:6, 21).

  “Yet once more I shake not only the earth, but also heaven”, “shake” is for the purpose of moving away (see v.27). The Lord Jesus prophesizes that the powers of heavens in the last days shall be shaken (Matt. 24:29; Mark 13:25; Luke 21:26), and finally “the first earth and the first earth” would pass away (Rev. 21:1).

Heb. 12:27 “Now this, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.” 

YLT: “and this -- `Yet once' -- doth make evident the removal of the things shaken, as of things having been made, that the things not shaken may remain;”

Meaning of Words: “indicate”: show, express; “remain”: stay, abide, keep; 

Literal Meaning: “now this, ‘Yet once more’, indicates … that are being shaken”, “being shaken”: the heaven and the earth shall be shaken (see v.26);

  “The removal of those things … as of things that are made”, “things that are made”, all the elements of the old creation in the heaven and on the earth; “the removal”: be destroyed and dissolves and burnt with heat (see 1:11-12; 2Pet. 3:10);

  “That the things which cannot be shaken may remain”, “things which cannot be shaken” refer to the new heaven the new earth and righteousness that dwells therein (see 2Pet. 3:13).

Heb. 12:28 “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.” 

YLT: “wherefore, a kingdom that cannot be shaken receiving, may we have grace, through which we may serve God well-pleasingly, with reverence and religious fear;”

Meaning of Words: “not be shaken”: unshakeable, immovable; “reverence”: bashfulness, awe, shamefacedness; “godly fear”: adoration; “serve”: minister, worship;

Literal Meaning: “therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken”, “a kingdom which cannot be shaken” refers to the kingdom of God, which is different from that on the earth. Kingdoms on the earth can be shaken and destroyed, but the kingdom of God cannot be shaken and shall endure forever. Since we “are receiving” the kingdom, we are in the process. On one hand, we have been reborn in the kingdom of the heavens (John 3:5) and have been transferred into the kingdom of His beloved Son (Col. 1:13) have been partakers in the kingdom of Jesus with all believers (Rev. 1:9). And on the other, we cannot enter into the perfect fulfillment of God’s kingdom (see Acts. 14:22) until the Lord comes again, and at that time he that overcomes will enjoy the power and glory of the Lord’s kingdom with Him (Rev. 3:21). Before that, we have to seek to enter into the kingdom of the heavens with diligence (Matt. 11:12).

  “Let us have grace”: let us possess and keep such grace of kingdom. 

“By which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”, “God acceptably”: according to the will of God (see Rom. 12:1-2); “reverence and godly fear”: be afraid of offending God; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken”, we cannot bring shakable things into this kingdom. Therefore, today we have to examine ourselves to see how many moveable things there are in us and deal with them as soon as possible. 

2) “We may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”, it is the way to value and possess the grace. Having grace is not manifested in oral praise, but also in the godly life and spirit of serving God. 

Heb. 12:29 “For our God is a consuming fire.” 

YLT: “for also our God a consuming fire.”

Meaning of Words: “consuming”: consume utterly, burn up;

Literal Meaning: “our God”, it carries the following meanings: 1) He is the God whom we believe; 2) God belongs to us; 3) God is the God who feeds and takes cares of us, and has deep expectations and demands on us. 

  “God is a consuming fire”, there are double aspects of meaning: 1) the judgment of God is terrible and fearful. 2) All that goes against God’s holy nature will be consumed by Him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Be not deceived: God is not mocked (Gal. 6:7). If we refuse Him who speaks from heaven (see v.25), we will surely be wounded by the consuming fire. 

2) In the last days, all the elements shall be burnt with heat and be dissolved. Therefore, we ought to be in holy conversation and godliness and seek things that dwell forever (see 2Pet. 3:10-13).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Race That is Set before Us
A. A cloud of witnesses (see Chap.11) encompass us (v.1) ---- encouraging us to run ahead like the cheering squads; 

B. Many weights encumber us (v.1) ---- making us run slow;

C. Many wickedness entangles (v.1) ---- making our feet stumbled;

D. Weariness encounters us (v.3) ---- making us give up;

E. Winners encourages us (v.2) ---- renewing us strength; 

The Path of Christians

A. The example of the Savior ---- looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith (v.1-3);

B. The experience of the children ---- the chastening of the fathers(v.4-6);

C. The endurance of the saints ---- that we may be partakers of His holiness (v.7-11);

D. The entreaty of the servants ---- pursuit with diligence (v.12-17);

E. The encouragement of the shepherds ---- we have come to Mount Zion (v.18-24);

Reasons Why Believers Have to Endure Chastening

A. For chastening is according to the teachings of the Scriptures (v.5);

B. For whom the LORD loves He chastens (v.6);

C. For what we endure is the chastening of God (v.7);

D. For chastening is for the partakers (v.8);

E. For chastening makes us be partakers of His holiness (v.9-10);

F. For chastening yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it (v.11);

Comparisons between Two Sorts of Discipline

A. The chastening of the human fathers:

1. We respect him (v.9a);

2. It is only for “a few” days (v.10a);

3. Chasten as seemed best to the children (v.10b);

B. The chastening of the Father of spirits:

1. we shall be in subjection to Him and live (v.9b);

2. “Afterward” (v.11) ---- influence the future;

3. For our profit (v.10b);

Profits of Being Chastened by God

A. Live because of subjection (v.9);

B. Be partakers of His holiness (v.10);

C. Yield the peaceable fruit of righteousness (v.11);

The Great Responsibilities and Dangers for Believers in the New Testament 

A. Great responsibilities:

1. To men ---- pursue peace with all people (v.14a);

2. To oneself ---- pursue holiness (v.14b);

3. To God ---- let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear (v.28);

B. Great danger:

1. Lest anyone fall short of the grace of God (v.15a);

2. Lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble (v.15b);

3. Lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau (v.16);

4. Lest be judged by the fire of God (v.25, 29);

The Old Testament Which is Fearful and the New Testament Which is Worthy of Boast

A. Seven fearful conditions that Christians have never experienced:

1. The mountain can be touched (v.18);

2. Be surrounded by fire (v.18);

3. Be covered by thick clouds (v.18);

4. Be wrapped in darkness (v.18);

5. Be in the tempest (v.18);

6. Be warned by the sound of trumpet (v.19);

7. The voice of words, that was command men could not endure (v.19-20);

B. Eight conditions worthy of boast that Christians are able to experience:

1. Come to Mount Zion (v.22);

2. Come to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem (v.22);

3. To an innumerable company of angels (v.22);

4. To the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven (v.23);

5. To God Judge of all (v.23);

6. To the spirits of just men made perfect (v.23);

7. To Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant (v.24);

8. To the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that to Abel (v.24);

Hebrews Chapter Thirteen
I. Content of the Chapter
The Life of Love

A. The life of love toward men (v.1-3);

1. Let brotherly love continue (v.1);

2. Do not forget to entertain strangers (v.2);

3. Remember those who are mistreated (v.3);

B. The life of love toward oneself (v.4-6);

1. Honor marriage (v.4);

2. Let one’s conduct be without covetousness (v.5-6);

C. The life of love toward God (v.7-16);

1. Imitate the example of faith, and do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines (v.7-9);

2. Go forth to Jesus outside the camp and bear His reproach (v.10-14);

3. Offer the sacrifice of praise to God and doing good and sharing (v.15-16);

D. The life of love toward preachers (v.17-19);

1. Obey those who rule over you (v.17);

2. Pray for them (v.18-19);

E. The blessings and greetings of love (v.20-25);

1. Blessings (v.20-21);

2. Exhortation and fellowship (v.22-23);

3. Greetings (v.24-25);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Heb. 13:1 “Let brotherly love continue.” 

YLT: “Let brotherly love remain;”

Meaning of Words: “continue”: abide, remain, keep;
 Literal Meaning: “let …”, it is a command. “Continue”, it suggests that such love has been in the danger of being cut off. 

  These Hebrew believers did not have no brotherly love (see 6:10), but their love grew cold because of over-emphasis on knowledge or doctrines. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The great manifestation of faith is the life of love. Believers’ love one another is truly practicing the life of faith. 

2) Love is the bond of perfectness (Col. 3:14). Even though believers have possessed all the virtues, they shall be only perfected by love finally (see 1Pet. 1:5-7).

3) The Lord Jesus has given us a new commandment, that we love one another. By love only all will know that we are the Lord’s disciples (John 13:34-35).

4) One who really loves God must love his neighbor as himself (see Matt. 22:37-40). On the contrary, one who does not love brothers, the love of God must be not in his heart (see 1John 3:17).

5) The passing love is of no value, for it is of no difference with unbelievers. The brotherly love “continues” and does not change because of any condition of brothers. 

6) Some believers who keep extreme views upon one aspect of the truth cannot bear those whose views are different from them and even hate them and treat them eviler than unbelievers. In fact, if we keep the basic truth of faith, we shall bear the different views of everyone upon other truth. Anyway, let brotherly love continue and abide.

7) Since it is called “brotherly love”, the only condition is that both are brothers. Once we are brothers, we shall love one another without the distinction of race, language, region, wealth, education or social status, etc. (Gal. 3:28; Col. 3:11). 

Heb. 13:2 “Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.” 

YLT: “of the hospitality be not forgetful, for through this unawares certain did entertain messengers;”

Meaning of Words: “entertain strangers”: hospitality; “unwittingly”: unconsciously;

The Background: “do not forget to entertain strangers”, since there were few hostels in the ancient times, and many harlots were infested with the limited inns, hospitality had become an important part of the Jewish family life. 

Literal Meaning: “do not forget to entertain strangers”, “do not forget”, do not forget any more; “entertain strangers”: this command appears in many times of the New Testament (Rom. 12:13; 1Pet. 4:9; John 3:5-6). 

  “For by so doing some have unwittingly”, “entertained angels”, it is recorded in the Book of Genesis (18:2-3; 19:1-2).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Entertain the strangers is to help them and provided the accommodation. “For by so doing some have unwittingly”, it is to bring heavenly blessings to oneself. He who gives shall be given.

2) The original meaning of the word “angel” is the one who is sent. All the travelers in the name of the Lord are the representatives of Christ. If we receive them, we have received the angels (see Matt. 10:40-42; 25:40).

3) Someone only pleases to receive strangers, but refuses those whom he is familiar with and is unwilling to open his heart to receive them. We should know that reception starts from one’s “heart”, not from those who are around us. 

4) When the author wrote this epistle, the object of believers’ reception is mainly the brothers who went on a journey for the sake of the Lord’s name. And through entertaining them, believers would have part in their works (see 3John 7-8). Hospitality makes us fellowship-workers with the strangers. Therefore, we shall never accept those who preach false teachings (e.g. Jehovah’s Witness, the Mormons etc.) lest we become partakers in their wicked works (2John 10-11).

Heb. 13:3 “Remember the prisoners as if chained with them--those who are mistreated--since you yourselves are in the body also.” 

YLT: “be mindful of those in bonds, as having been bound with them, of those maltreated, as also yourselves being in the body;”

Meaning of Words: “remember: recall, remind; “chain”: be shut up together; “mistreat”: torment, maltreat; 

Literal Meaning: “remember the prisoners as if chained with them”, remember them to a degree as if we are also bound with them. The Lord Jesus identified with the smallest brother in the prison. If we look on a brother, it is looking on the Lord Himself (Matt. 25:39-40).  

  “Those who are mistreated—since you yourselves are in the body”, “you yourselves are in the body”, to identify with them as suffering with them together;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall not only receive those who find help positively (strangers) but also help those who are in need (the prisoners). It is the brotherly love of looking upon the prisoners and remembering as well as taking care of one another. 

2) The best way of remembering those who are imprisoned and are mistreated is prayer for them, just as the Lord Jesus who sympathizes with our weakness (see 4:15) and make intercession for us before God (see 7:25). 

3) The members should have the same concern one for another. And if one members suffers, all the members suffer with him (1Cor. 12:25-26). Rejoice with those what rejoice (Rom. 12:15).

4) The church is a bog family ---- we have to realize that all brothers and sisters in Christ have to enjoy the grace together and suffer the bear the afflictions together. 

5) To those who are bound and mistreated, it seems to be difficult to identify with them, for we lack the same experience and are unable to know their pain. Therefore, if we have some experience of sufferings, it is profitable to us and we shall give thanks to God. 

Heb. 13:4 “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” 

YLT: “honourable the marriage in all, and the bed undefiled, and whoremongers and adulterers God shall judge.”

Meaning of Words: “fornicator”: sexual sinner, debauchee; “adulterer”: paramour;

Literal Meaning: “marriage is honorable among all”, “honorable”, the marital relations cannot be destroyed. 

  “And the bed undefiled”, “bed” indicates the sexual life. “Defiled”, it refers to the unlawful sexual behavior. 

  “But fornicators and adulterers God will judge”, “fornicator”: the sexual practice outside marriage (including premarital sex), no matter heterosexuality or homosexuality; “adulterer”: sex outside marriage because of unfaithfulness toward one’s spouse; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Marriage is honorable among all”. Marriage is not a defiled thing. Someone misunderstands the Scriptures and proposes virginity all one’s life, thinking that those who are married are outside those who overcome (see Rev. 14:4). 

2) Let each have his “own” wife and each have her “own” husband (1Cor. 7:2). The sexual relationship in marriage is holy (1Cor. 7:2).

3) One who is faithful to his or her spouse loves the spouse as well as himself or herself. It is the true love of loving others by self-respect.

4) If marriage is defiled, it shows that the love between the husband and the life is lost.

5) Even though the fornicators and adulterers may escape the judgment of the law, they cannot escape the ultimate judgment of God. 

Heb. 13:5 “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."” 

YLT: “Without covetousness the behaviour, being content with the things present, for He hath said, `No, I will not leave, no, nor forsake thee,'”

Meaning of Words: “conduct”: conversation, way of life, manner; “as you have”: present; “content”: be enough, suffice, be sufficient; “leave”: loose, forbear; “forsake”: abandon, let remain over, desert;

Literal Meaning: “let your conduct be without covetousness, be content with such things as you have”, “covetousness” means: 1) one can never be satisfied by anything (see Eccl. 5:10). 2) one relies on money instead of money (see 1Tim. 6:17).  

  “For He Himself has said”, it is believed in the world that “dissatisfaction” is the motivation of social progress, so men in the world struggle more and better endlessly. However, Christians take “content” as the secret of our conversation (see Phil. 4:11-13). Satisfaction with physical conditions will drive us to seek more things in the spiritual realm. 

  “I will never leave you nor forsake you”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy (31:6, 8).

  “I will never leave you or forsake you”, it means that the Lord will not leave you in a needy condition and disregard you. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If man has lost faith and hope and love toward God, he must be covetous and rely on himself rather than God. 

2) Every time fornicators and adulterers are mentioned together in the Scriptures (see 12:16; Deut. 5:21; Mark 7:22; Eph. 5:5 etc.), for both of them are characterized by dissatisfaction with what is of their own. 

3) God leave and forsake those who are unwilling to rely on Him. And He never leaves those who commit them to Him and trust in Him, but keeps them (2Tim. 1:12).

4) “Our heavenly Father knows that we have need of all these things” (Matt. 6:32). This promise of God has provided a perfect answer to the physical need of Christians. 

5) If we are willing to give money to support the brothers who are poor and not leaven them, God will also not leave us but affords us all things richly (see 1Tim. 6:17). 

Heb. 13:6 “So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?"” 

YLT: “so that we do boldly say, `The Lord to me a helper, and I will not fear what man shall do to me.'”

Meaning of Words: “boldly”: with confidence, with boldness;

Literal Meaning: “so we may boldly say”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Psalm (118:6).

  “The LORD is my helper, I will not fear”, “helper”: it is not only physical support but also spiritual maintenance. Since God is our stronghold in daily life, we need not to fear in any situation. 

  “What can man do to me”? Even those who do not mean well to us can do nothing (see Gen. 15:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we have God who is our helper, even though we are seemingly poor, we are actually abundant (see Phil. 4:12). And even though we are alone, we can overcome thousands of enemies (see 2King 6:15-16). 

2) True faith makes us rely on God in peace and not fear with boldness, even though we are in difficulties and temptations. On one hand, God will not leave or forsake us (see v.5; Is. 49:15). And on the other, He will helps us (Rom. 8:31). 

Heb. 13:7 “Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.” 

YLT: “Be mindful of those leading you, who did speak to you the word of God, whose faith -- considering the issue of the behaviour -- be imitating,”

Meaning of Words: “rule over”: lead, be chief; “remember”: remind, be mindful, make mention, consider; “consider”: look again, behold; “conduct”: conversation, walking; “outcome”: way to escape, end;

Literal Meaning: “those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you”, “rule over”: it emphasizes the guidance in conduct; “spoken the word of God”: it focuses on the teaching of word; 

  “Remember … whose faith follow”, it means that all their faith, and words, works and love and purity etc. out of faith can be set as an example to believers (1Tim. 4:12; Gal. 5:6). The more we consider them, the more shall we be encouraged to imitate them. 

  “Considering the outcome of their conduct”, “conduct”: one’s life and conduct according to his manner of life and attitude toward life; “outcome” carries two meanings: 1) the end of one’s life; 2) the success or result of one’s conversation;

  The whole verse means that when we “consider” the end of their keeping God’s word and faithfulness unto the end, we will be sufficiently encouraged to keep the word of God and walk in His word and even be martyrs. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The words and deeds of the preacher who preaches the word of God and leads believers should be set as examples for believers. In other words, he must be a man who consistently matches his words with his action, not a man “who can say but cannot do” (Matt. 23:3).

2) A preacher has to take heed to himself and to his teaching and continue in them until the Lord comes, for doing this, he shall save both himself and those that hear him (see 1Tim. 4:16).

3) If we consider a man, it is better to see his “outcome”. That is so called “to praise a fair day at night”. Many people run well in the beginning, but their end is not good. 

4) Biographies of spiritual giants are of great help to believers. If we can read more and meditate upon their good examples, our heart and spirit will be gradually and subtly influenced by them.

Heb. 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” 

YLT: “Jesus Christ yesterday and to-day the same, and to the ages;”

Literal Meaning: “Jesus Christ” is the object of our faith, as well as the connotation and center and theme and of all teachings and knowledge. 

  “The same yesterday, today, and forever”, since He never changes, all teachings and knowledge concerning Him will also never change. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We live in this world in which all men and things are variable, so we shall look upon Jesus who never changes. He is the steady rock and eternal foundation. 

2) Jesus Christ whom we believe never changes. Such a fact indicates that all the truth concerning Him in the Scriptures will also never change. We may dig up some truth that the elders had not found in the Scriptures, but we cannot despise the truth that was found out. Some haughty preachers declare that the truth of Christ that others have seen is too superficial and only the truth seen by their own is noble. Such kind of view is unworthy of reception. 

3) Note that Jesus Christ “is” always the same, and it is not He “does” the same. His nature and principle are always the same, but His works are not the same (see 3:9-10; Ps. 103:7). Therefore, we shall not preserve the appearance of things only, and yet ignore the true meanings behind. 

Heb. 13:9 “Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not profited those who have been occupied with them.” 

YLT: “with teachings manifold and strange be not carried about, for good that by grace the heart be confirmed, not with meats, in which they who were occupied were not profited;”

Meaning of Words: “various”: manifold; “strange”: foreign; “carry about”: convey around, transport hither and thither; “be established”: be confirmed; “be occupied”: walk about, tread all around; “profit”: be useful, prevail; 

Literal Meaning: “do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines”, “various and strange doctrines”, it refers to all the doctrines that are not cut in a straight line (2Tim. 2:15). Here, several examples are listed as follows for reference:

1) One iota or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, so believers have to keep the Sabbath.

2) If one cannot speak the tongues, he has not been filled with the Spirit. If one has not been filled with the Spirit, he has not been saved.

3) The letter kills and the Spirit quickens. The searching and explaining the Scriptures in the gatherings make men dead, so the practicing and working and manifestation of the Spirit are more important. 

4) The word of the cross has become out of season, so believers need only to release their spirits to enjoy Christ. 

5) The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus took place two thousands years ago, and now He has been raised from the dead and lives in believers. Therefore, what is the most important is not the remembrance of His death, but enjoyment of His risen life. 

6) The Lord Jesus quoted the word in the Scriptures that “those to whom the word of God came were called gods” (John 10:34-35), so He agreed with the view that “man might become god”. 

7) God loves the world and desires that all men should be saved and does not wish that any should perish. Therefore, all human beings shall be saved and not perish. 

    All the doctrines like this are really strange. However, the stranger the doctrines are, the more popular they are among men. Today, in the Christianity, the church that is the most prosperous with the largest number of people is such kind of church. Note that the strange doctrines are not totally irrelevant to the Scriptures, nor utterly wrong, but are half wrong. Therefore, it is difficult to discern them. 

  “For it is good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods”, “by grace”, it is by grace to achieve the goal of our faith; “with foods”: to please God by keeping the rules of food; here it suggested that the false teachers in Judaism at that time brought the rules of the law into the church and spread the wrong teachings to believers and let them keep, e.g. the rules concerning food and the eating of the sacrifices (see Col. 2:20-23).

  “Which have not profited those who have been occupied with them”, “those who have been occupied with them”: the legalists of the Judaism, who pay attention to the rules of food only; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we want to avoid the enticement of the wrong doctrines, we have to be grown up in life so as to distinguish both good and evil (see 5:14). Otherwise, a child is easy to be tossed and carries about with every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14).

2) It should be known that one is saved “by grace”, not by letter (Acts 10:28; Col. 2:16). The kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace and joy in Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).

3) The Lord Jesus has fulfilled all the requirements of the law for us. Therefore, believers in the New Testament need not to keep the rules of the letter of the law, but keep the principles of the requirements of the law (e.g. loving God, loving neighbor as oneself, doing immoral things etc.)

4) To believers in the New Testament, the distinction between clean and unclean of food has been destroyed by the Lord Jesus, so there is no longer so-called unclean food (see Acts 10:14-15). Actually, meat does not comment us to God. Neither if we should not eat do we come short, nor if we should eat have we an advantage (1Cor. 8:8).

Heb. 13:10 “We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat.” 

YLT: “we have an altar, of which to eat they have no authority who the tabernacle are serving,”

Meaning of Words: “altar”: where the sacrifices are offered; “tabernacle”: tent; “serve”: minister, worship; 

Literal Meaning: “we have an altar”, “we”: the Hebrew believers; in the following verses (v.10-14), it mentions from the rules of the law of the Israelites in the Old Testament to the New Testament, showing the differences and similarities of the two testaments and the response that the Hebrew believers are supposed to have. “Altar”: where the priests offered the sacrifices (see 7:13), and it in the New Testament refers to the cross, namely, the altar of the Lord. 

  “From which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat”, “from which”, it refers to the offerings on the altar (see 8:3; 10:11); “those who serve the tabernacle”: the children of the Levites who had obtained the ministry of priest (see 7:5); “have no right to eat”: the offering of the sin-offering should be burnt out (Lev. 4:8-12) to be an offering by fire to God, and man could not eat them. 

  The sin-offering of the Old Testament was not for men to eat. But now the offering of the New Testament, the Lord Jesus, His flesh is truly food (John 6:55). If man eats Him, he just enjoys Him as the provision of life. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All those who worshipped God according to the customs of the Old Testament could not enjoy the offering ---- the Lord Jesus ---- together with believers of the New Testament. The enjoyment of Christ cannot be mingled with the worship by letter (see Rom. 2:25-29).

2) The salvation of Christ to men can only be obtained by the law of faith, not the law of work (see Rom. 3:27-28).

Heb. 13:11 “For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside the camp.” 

YLT: “for of those beasts whose blood is brought for sin into the holy places through the chief priest -- of these the bodies are burned without the camp.”

Meaning of Words: “burn”: burn down;

Literal Meaning: “for … whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin”, in the Old Testament, the high only once a year went into the sanctuary with blood for himself and for the errors of the people (see 9:7). In the New Testament, the high priest has entered in once for all into the holies by his own blood, not by blood of goats and calves and found an eternal redemption (see 9:12).

  “The bodies … are burned outside the camp”, “camp”: a clean place outside the camp of the Israelites (4:12); “burned outside the camp”: the sacrifice of sin-offering should be burned outside the camp (Ex. 29:14; Lev. 4:11-12; 6:30; 16:27). The body of Jesus, the High Priest of the New Testament was sacrificed for us outside the gate of Jerusalem (see v.12).

Heb. 13:12 “Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.” 

YLT: “Wherefore, also Jesus -- that he might sanctify through own blood the people -- without the gate did suffer;”

Meaning of Words: “sanctify”: separate, hallow;

Literal Meaning: “therefore, Jesus also that He might sanctify the people with His own blood”, “therefore”, it continues verse ten and eleven, which shows that some principles of the Old Testament can also be applied in the New Testament; “with His own blood”, it responds to “the blood of the animals” (see v.11), and “sanctify” responds to “…for sin” (see v.11). 

  The blood of the animals in the Old Testament could not put away sin, so they should be offered year by year continually (see 10:1, 4). In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus has perfected in perpetuity them that are sanctified by His own blood (see 10:10, 14). 

  “Suffered outside the gate”, “outside of gate”: outside the gate of Jerusalem surrounded by walls; the Lord Jesus was crucified on Calvary outside the gate of Jerusalem (Matt. 27:33); “outside the gate” responds to the “outside of the camp” (see v.11); “suffered”: be crucified; 

Heb. 13:13 “Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach.” 

YLT: “now, then, may we go forth unto him without the camp, his reproach bearing;”

Meaning of Words: “bear”: endure; “reproach”: rebuke;

Literal Meaning: “therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp”, “outside the camp”: escape from the religion forsaking the Lord, and go outside of the religious atmosphere, way and view etc., “go forth to Him”: hear Him only and rely on Him and enjoy His presence; 

  “Bearing His reproach”, walk on the way of the cross and suffer with Him; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus was forsaken and even crucified by the chief priests and elders that reigned in the city of Jerusalem. Today, all those who follow the Lord faithfully shall not fear the religious power and superstition but go out of the church whose condition is abnormal and be willing to endure His reproach in spite of men’s insult and slander and contempt.

2) The Israelites made the golden calf and worshipped idols and ate and drank in the camp on that day (1Cor. 10:7; Ex. 32:6), and Moses went outside of the camp and pitched the tent (Ex. 33:7). Likewise, today, there is full of worship of idols, upholding spiritual giants and various activities of the flesh and soul. Therefore, we shall also go outside of the camp and pursue righteousness and faith and love and peace with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart (2Tim. 2:22).

3) Christians who really know the principles of God’s will not be preoccupied with apparent religious things, which have become the vacant “city” or “camp”, for our Lord is not there and He is calling “us to flee out of Jerusalem” (Jer. 6:1). Let us go outside of the camp, for the Lord is there and that is the right place. 

4) The right way tends to be the way that calls for the endurance of reproaches, as well as the “straitened way with narrow gate” (Matt. 7:13-14). We shall not judge according to the number of people, for only a few number of people know about the pursuit of the spiritual way that the Lord has ordained (see Luke 13:23-24).

Heb. 13:14 “For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come.” 

YLT: “for we have not here an abiding city, but the coming one we seek;”

Meaning of Words: “continuing”: enduring, abiding;

Literal Meaning: “for here we have no continuing city”, “here” refers to the earthly or religious realm; “continuing city” refers to the place where we will dwell forever; 

  “But seek the one to come”, “the one to come”: the city which has foundations, of which God is artificer and constructor (see 11:10); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Things that are made on the earth shall be shaken, and that what is not shaken may remain (see 12:27). Believers shall not pay much attention to the houses, physical possessions, reputation or status that cannot remain, but know how to be temperate and spend more time and energy in seeking the city to come.

2) We shall not only “desire” (see 11:16) and “wait” (see 11:10) and see (see 11:13), but also “seek”. Here, it means that we shall not only keep the things we hope for in our hearts but also seek them. 

Heb. 13:15 “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.” 

YLT: “through him, then, we may offer up a sacrifice of praise always to God, that is, the fruit of lips, giving thanks to His name;”

Meaning of Words: “continually”: always; “sacrifice”: offering; 

The Background: it was traditionally taught among the Jewish rabbis that all the Mosaic offering would be ended except for the offering of thanksgiving. All prayers shall be stopped one day except for the prayers for thanksgiving. 

Literal Meaning: “therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God”, “by Him”: salvation is in none other than Jesus (Acts 4:12). Man can only draw near to God through Him only. “The sacrifice of praise”: it is of sweet odour before God. 

  “That is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name”, “the fruit of our lips”, it is from the Book of Isaiah (57:19). The phrase there is used to preach the works of Jehovah’s healing are preached. In the fourth year after the Israelites had entered into the land of Canaan, all its fruit thereof shall be holy for praise to Jehovah (Lev. 19:24). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Praise is a kind of “offering” to burn all the “honor and dishonor and evil report and good report” (2Cor. 6:8) of oneself on the altar to God without withdrawing anything for oneself. Such offering must please God.

2) The offering of praise should be “offered to God”. Believers may mostly supplicate God but seldom praise God. Don’t you know that God dwells amid the praises of Israel (Ps. 22:3)? The more we praise God, the more will we obtain the reward of God.

3) The offering of praise shall be offered “continually”. No matter in favorable or unfavorable conditions, we shall praise all the same. The secret of surpassing tribulations and adverse situations is praising God (see Acts 16:25-26). 

4) The offering of praise shall be offered “by Jesus”. If we do it by ourselves, it is difficult to praise in tribulations. However, by the Lord Jesus, no matter in what kind of circumstance, we can do all things (see Phil. 4:12-13). 

5) The offering of praise is “the fruit of the lips of those who confess the name of the Lord”. The best way of confessing the name of the Lord is to outpour the praise of God out of our mouth. Of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matt. 12:34). If believers are filled with the grace of God, he cannot help but praise God. 

Heb. 13:16 “But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 

YLT: “and of doing good, and of fellowship, be not forgetful, for with such sacrifices God is well-pleased.”

Meaning of Words: “share”: fellowship, intercourse, communion;

Literal Meaning: “but do not forget to do good and to share”, “share”: share materials or wealth with others; doing good is to contribute one’s strength and sharing is to contribute one’s money. However, Christians do not do either of them, but both. 

  “For with such sacrifices God is well pleased”, “such sacrifices” mean that doing good and sharing are sacrifices before God and are of sweet odor to God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Let us not offer the sacrifices in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth (1John 3:18). The fruit of lips is not enough, and we shall also seek the fruit of works, namely, the fruit of good works (Col. 1:10).

2) Though the object of our good works and sharing is men, we have offered the sacrifices to God. The Lord counts all things that we have done for the sake of His name as that are done unto Him (see Matt. 25:40).

Heb. 13:17 “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.” 

YLT: “Be obedient to those leading you, and be subject, for these do watch for your souls, as about to give account, that with joy they may do this, and not sighing, for this unprofitable to you.”

Meaning of Words: “obey”: trust, believe, assure; “submissive”: obedient, surrender; “watch out”: not sleep; “grief”: sorrow, groaning; “unprofitable”: harmful; 

Literal Meaning: “obey those who rule over you, and be submissive”, this is a command; “obey … be submissive”: the two necessary attitudes of believers toward their leaders; the former emphasizes that they are taught and persuaded by the words of the leaders, and the latter emphasizes that they respect and submit to the leaders from heart. Note that this command shall be obeyed in normal condition. If the leaders are wrong in teachings or doings, there are also other instructions in the Bible for balance.  

  “For they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account”, “your souls”, soul represents the whole person of a man; “watch out”, it includes intercessions and practical attendance; “give account”: fulfill the mission given by the Lord and be responsible to the Lord; the whole verse shows that the leaders are much regardful of the conditions of all believers and do their best to fulfill the missions the Lord had entrusted to them.

  “Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable”, if the leaders are grievous, it shows that problems arise among those who are being ruled over and it is unprofitable to such believers.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Obedience to the Lord may be easier than that to men. The problem lies in the differences of men’s views and ways of doing things. If someone always does not appreciate the views and ways of others, it is difficult to be submissive. This verse provides the secret of overcoming such difficulty. Do the leaders seek the profits for “men” or “things”? If they are for the profit of “men”, just let them do.

2) Those who start with the fruit of works instead of the profit of believers are unworthy of ruling over the church. Everything that is profitable should not be held back, but announced to all the saints (Acts 20:20). And this is the necessary attitude of the Lord’s workers. 

3) Generally, this verse in the Christianity is often used to teach believers to obey the authority, but seldom to teach leaders. Actually, if those who rule over believers regulate themselves according to this principle, believers shall be definitely convinced. 

Heb. 13:18 “Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably.” 

YLT: “Pray for us, for we trust that we have a good conscience, in all things willing to behave well,”

Meaning of Words: “confident”: persuaded; “honorably”: full well;

Literal Meaning: “pray for us”, “us”, it refers to the author and the brothers and sisters with him. According to the following words, it more relates to the author’s fellow workers. 

  “For we are confident that we have a good conscience”, “confident”, it is a kind of confidence after self-judgment and self-proof; “a good conscience”: be innocent of their teachings and their works. 

  “In all things desiring to live honorably”, “desiring”: aspire and do one’s best to do something; “in all things … live honorably”: be honorably motivated to do all things; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Not only do common believers need intercessions, but also the preachers also need our intercessions (see Eph. 6:19-20; Col. 3:3-4). 

2) Apparently, the preachers are not controlled by anybody or any assembly and are able to go any place as they wish and choose the proper place to preach the Lord’s word. However, in fact, every preacher has a common principle that should keep, namely, keeping a good conscience toward God and men (see Acts 24:16).

Heb. 13:19 “But I especially urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.” 

YLT: “and more abundantly do I call upon to do this, that more quickly I may be restored to you.”

Literal Meaning: “but I especially urge you to do this”, “I” refers to the author of this epistle. 

  “That I may be restored to you the sooner”, “the sooner”, it suggested that he was bound because of some conditions so that he could not walk as he wished. “Be restored”, it showed that the author had ever been together with the receivers of this epistle. 

Heb. 13:20 “Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,” 

YLT: “And the God of the peace, who did bring up out of the dead the great shepherd of the sheep -- in the blood of an age-during covenant -- our Lord Jesus,”

Meaning of Words: “brought up … from”: raise…up;

Literal Meaning: “may the God the peace”, God is the origin of peace. Without God, man has no peace. 

  “That great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant”, “the blood of the everlasting covenant”, it means that the new covenant established by the blood of the Lord Jesus is always efficacious (see Matt. 28:28; Luke 22:20), for His blood has perfected the eternal redemption (see 9:12). Therefore, the new covenant is also called the everlasting covenant that never fails. “The great Shepherd of the sheep”, it means that the Lord Jesus feeds us and gives us more abundant life (see John 10:10).

“God … who brought up Lord Jesus from the dead”, “brought up…from the dead”, he became dead, and He is living to the ages of ages (Rev. 1:18). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The peace give by God is the true peace, which is free from any influence of the circumstances. Though we have tribulations in the world, we have the true peace in the Lord (see John 16:33).

2) The blood and death of the Lord Jesus have not only dealt with the problems of sins but also enabled us to be the vessels of God for the usage of God. Besides, through the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, who is the great Shepherd of the sheep, we are given the power of life and provision of life to fulfill the will of God before the foundation of the world. 

Heb. 13:21 “make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

YLT: “make you perfect in every good work to do His will, doing in you that which is well-pleasing before Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom the glory -- to the ages of the ages! Amen.”

Meaning of Words: “complete”: make…perfect, mend, prepare;

Literal Meaning: “make you complete in every good work to do His will”, it indicates that the will of God is creating us for good works (see Eph. 2:10). Therefore, He will not only give favor to save us but also equip us to perfect us to do His will. 

  “Working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ”, “work in you … through Jesus Christ”, the book always declares that the Lord is at the right hand of God or before God in the heaven till here. And only this verse suggests us that He also dwells in us. Therefore, Christ is not only in the heaven but also in our hearts. “What is well pleasing in His sight”, it is God who works in us both the willing and the working according to good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). 

  “To whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” “Be glory”, the primary purpose of believers’ walking on the earth is glorifying God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Before perfecting us, God has firstly perfected Jesus Christ and made Him perfect (see v.20). Today, God is working in us what is well pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ who has been perfected so that we will also attain to perfection. 

2) God gives favor to us and saves us and makes us complete in every good work so that we are enabled to keep the will of God and glorify God. For this purpose, we have to present us to God and be willing to receive the works of God and let the indwelling Christ reign in us so that we shall live out and manifest the glory of God. 

Heb. 13:22 “And I appeal to you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I have written to you in few words.” 

YLT: “And I entreat you, brethren, suffer the word of the exhortation, for also through few words I have written to you.”

Meaning of Words: “few”: short; “bear”: hear, put up with, suffer, endure; 

Literal Meaning: “and I appeal to you, brethren … for I have written to you in few words”, “written … in few words”, it indicates that this epistle was not so long, for the writer had deliberately passed over something and not given detailed descriptions (see 9:5; 11:32).

  “Bear with the word of exhortation”, “bear”: entreat them to endure these words; “exhortation” refers to the words of encouragement and comfort and exhortation. This epistle is full of exhortations. 

Heb. 13:23 “Know that our brother Timothy has been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly.” 

YLT: “Know ye that the brother Timotheus is released, with whom, if he may come more shortly, I will see you.”

Meaning of Words: “shortly”: quickly;

Literal Meaning: “know that our brother Timothy has been set free”, “our brother Timothy”, some Bible expositors infer that this epistle was written by Paul according to this verse, but such proof was somewhat insufficient. “Set free”, be released from prison; it was not clearly mentioned in the Scriptures that when Timothy was imprisoned. Probably, it happened after Paul was secondly imprisoned and died for the Lord (see 2Tim. 4:6).

  “With whom I shall see you if he comes shortly”, at that time, the Lord’s worker, at least two, often visited the churches.

Heb. 13:24 “Greet all those who rule over you, and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you.” 

YLT: “Salute all those leading you, and all the saints; salute you doth those from Italy:”

Literal Meaning: “greet all those who rule over you, and all the saints”, “those who rule over you” refer to the fellow-workers and elders in the local church.

  “Those from Italy greet you”, “from Italy”, it has two meanings: 1) the author was at that time not in Italy and some believers from Italy came to Him. And most probably, he wrote to the Hebrew believers dwelling in Rome, so he mentioned those who came from Italy and they greeted the receivers of this epistle, for they were familiar with one another. 2) The author was just in Italy (probably, Rome) and greet all Hebrew believers in behalf of all the Italian believers. If so, the receivers were probably the Hebrew believers dwelling in Jerusalem. 

Heb. 13:25 “Grace be with you all. Amen.” 

YLT: “the grace with you all! Amen.”

Literal Meaning: “grace”, the word appears many times in this epistle (see 2:9; 4:16; 10:29; 12:15, 29; 13:9). We believers need the grace of God throughout our life until we finish the race of life. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Signs of the Normal Christians 

A. Let brotherly love continue (v.1);

B. Entertain strangers in love (v.2);

C. Remember the prisons and those who are mistreated (v.3);

D. Keep the marriage life holy (v.4);

E. Be satisfied without covetousness (v.5a);

F. Rely on the help of God with boldness (v.5b-6);

G. Imitate those who rule over believers and who have spoken the word of God (v.7);

H. Hold fast Jesus Christ (v.8);

The Manifestation and Restraint of Brotherly Love

A. The manifestation of brotherly love:

1. To brothers who travelled outside ---- entertain (v.2);

2. To brothers who were imprisoned ---- remember (v.3);

3. To brothers who were mistreated ---- remember (v.3);

B. The restraint of brotherly love:

1. Concerning the relations between male and female ---- be holy, and not commit fornication and adultery (v.4);

2. Concerning the giving and reception of money ---- be satisfied, and not be covetous (v.5a);

3. Concerning the interpersonal relationship ---- trust in God, and not fear (v.5b-6);

Lest We Forget…

A. Do not forget to entertain strangers (v.2);

B. Remember the prisoners as if chained with them--those who are mistreated (v.3);

C. Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to us (v.7);

D. Do not forget to do good and to share (v.16);

Jesus Christ is the Strength of Our Victory

A. The Lord will never leave us nor forsake us, so let us conduct be without covetousness, and therefore be content with such things as we have (v.5-6).

B. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever, and therefore do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines (v.8-9).

C. Jesus suffered outside the gate, and therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach (v.12-13).

D. The Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep, who has been raised up from the dead, and therefore let us do what is pleasing in God’s sight through Jesus (v.15-16, 20-21).

“Rule Over” That Is Mentioned Thrice in This Chapter 

A. Those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you (v.7);

B. Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive (v.17);

C. Greet all those who rule over you (v.24);

The Distinctions between Good and Evil Preachers

A. Good preachers:

1. Who have the examples of faith, which are worthy of imitation (v.7b);

2. Who do not change and are good in beginning and in the end (v.7b-8);

3. Who watch out for believers’ souls and be responsible to give account to God (v.17);

4. Who have a good conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably (v.18);

5. Who rely on our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep (v.20);

B. Evil preachers:

1. Who entice believers with various strange doctrines (v.9a);

2. Who focus on the rules of foods etc. (v.9b);

Do Not Be Carried about with Various and Strange Doctrines
A. Various and strange doctrines (v.9-11):

1. The strange doctrines will make believers turn away from the grace of God (v.9a);

2. The strange doctrines emphasize the rules of foods etc. more than grace (v.9);

3. The strange doctrines have not profited men (v.9);

4. The strange doctrines are built on the wrong foundation of sacrifices (v.9);

B. Right doctrines (v.12):

1. Person ---- Jesus;

2. Purpose ---- sanctify the people;

3. Price ---- with His own blood;

4. Place ---- outside the gate; 

C. Responsibilities (v.13-16):

1. Go forth to Him, outside the camp, and bear His reproach (v.13);

2. Seek the city to come (v.14);

3. Offer the sacrifice of praise of God and give thanks to His name through Jesus (v.15);

4. Do not forget to do good and to share (v.16);

The Comparisons between the Old Testament and the New Testament 

A. The offering in the Old Testament:

1. There was an altar (v.10a);

2. The sacrifices on the alter could not be eaten (v.10b);

3. Set the blood of the goats and calves etc. as the offerings (v.11a);

4. The bodies of those animals were burned outside the camp (v.11b);

B. The offering in the New Testament:

1. We have an alter (v.10a) ---- the cross of Christ;

2. The flesh of the Lord Jesus is truly food and His blood is drink (see John 6:55);

3. The Lord Jesus sanctify the people with His own blood (v.12a);

4. The Lord Jesus suffered outside the gate (v.12b);

Four Kinds of Sacrifices That God Pleases

A. Bearing His reproach (v.13) ---- suffer with Him (Phil. 3:10) ---- present the bodies as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1);

B. The sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name (v.15);

C. The sacrifice of doing good (v.16a);

D. The sacrifice of sharing (v.16b);

Prayer for Believers

A. The object of prayer:

1. God of peace (v.20a);

2. God who brought up Jesus from the dead (v.20c);

B. The reliance of prayer ---- Jesus Christ who established the new covenant by His blood and had been raised up again (v.20b);

C. The items of prayer:

1. Make believers complete in every good work (v.21a);

2. Make believers do His will (v.21b);

3. Working in believers what is well pleasing in His sight through Jesus Christ (v.21b);

  D. The purpose of prayer ---- give glory to God forever and ever (v.21c);

The Ideal Spiritual Life

A. Enjoy the peace bestowed by God (v.20a);

B. Enjoy the protection and shepherding and risen life of Christ (v.20b);

C. Enjoy the perfection of God in every good work (v.21a);

D. Be able to keep the will of God (v.21b);

E. Be able to let the Lord work in us what is pleasing in His sight (v.21b);

F. Be able to give glory to God forever and ever (v.21c);

G. Enjoy the presence of God by grace (v.25);

General Outlines of the Epistle to the Hebrews
The Being of Jesus Christ 

1. He is the Son of God ---- the perfect God (chap.1);

2. He is the Son of man ---- the perfect man (chap. 2);

3. He is the Apostle of God as well as the High Priest (chap.3-7);

4. He is the Mediator (chap.8:1-10:18);

5. He is the way ---- a new and living way (chap.10:19-39);

6. He is the example to believers (chap.11-12);

7. He is the great Shepherd (chap.13);

Jesus in the Epistle to the Hebrews

1. Jesus is the Son of God (chap.1);

2. Jesus is the Son of man (chap.2);

3. The life experience of His incarnation of Jesus (chap.2-5);

4. The redemption work of Jesus (chap.5-7);

5. The works Jesus had fulfilled on the earth and His works in the heaven (chap.7-10);

6. The influence of Jesus on believers’ spiritual life (chap.11-13);

a. He is the object of our faith ---- obtained a good testimony by faith (chap.11);

b. He is the goal of our hope ---- seek with endurance because of hope (chap.12);

c. He is the source of our love ---- be perfected by Him on account of love (chap.13);

Jesus Christ and Christians

1. Jesus Christ Himself (chap.1-7); 

a. His honor: more honorable than the prophets and the angels (chap.1);

b. His humiliation: became the Son of man and perfected the salvation (chap.2);

c. His ascension: be the High Priest in the heavens forever (chap.3-7);

2. The blood of Jesus Christ ---- His relation with Christians (chap.8-10);

a. Made the new covenant and became the Mediator of the better covenant (chap.8);

b. He offered Himself once for all and obtained the eternal redemption (9:1-10:18);

c. There is a new and living way which He consecrated for us (10:19-39);

3. What shall Christians do (chap.11-13)?

a. Do the works of faith (chap.);

b. Keep the endurance of hope (chap.12);

c. Present the labor of love (chap.13);

He Takes Away the First that He May Establish the Second (10:9)

1. God spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, and has in these last days spoken to us by His Son (1:1-2).

2. In time past God spoke through angels and now the salvation is spoken by the Lord (2:2-3).

3. In time past Moses was the servant in the house of God and now Christ as a Son over His own house (3:5-6).

4. In time past Joshua did not give the people rest, and now there remains a rest for the people of God (4:8-9).

5. In time past the high priests were chosen among men, and now Christ as the High Priest is the Son of God (5:1, 5).

6. In time past God promised Abraham, and now God promises the spiritual seed of Abraham (6:13, 17).

7. In time past the priesthood was prevented by death from continuing, and now the High Priest continues forever (7:23-24).

8. In time past the priests served in tabernacle erected by man, and now the High Priest fulfills the ministry in the true tabernacle in the heavens (8:2, 4).

9. In time past, the gifts and sacrifices could not him who performed the service perfect, and now Christ has appeared once to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself (9:9, 26).

10. In time past, the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest, and now we are able to enter into the Holiest with boldness (9:8; 10:19-20).

11. In time past who died in faith did not receive the promise, and now God has provided something better for us (11:13, 39-40).

12. In time past, the people came to the Mount Sinai and could not approach it, and now we have come to Mount Zion, namely, the heavenly Jerusalem (12:18-23).

13. In time past, the priests of the Israelites had an altar from which they had right to eat, and now we have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle have no right to eat (13:10).

The Transcendent Christ and His Believers

1. The transcendent revelations ---- the Son of God Jesus Christ (1:1-4:13);

a. Christ is more excellent than the prophets (1:1-3);

b. Christ is better than the angels (1:4-14);

c. The first warning ---- the danger of neglecting the salvation (2:1-4);

d. Christ has obtained honor and glory for men (2:5-13);

e. Christ’s victory over death and His suffering for men (2:14-18);

f. Christ is more honorable than Moses (3:1-6);

g. The second warning ---- the danger of unbelief and being hardened in heart (3:7-4:13);

2. The transcendent High Priest ---- the Son of God Jesus Christ (4:17-7:28);

a. Christ is the great High Priest ---- the mercy of High Priest (4:14-16).

b. Christ is called as the High Priest by God ---- the title of the High Priest (5:1-10).

c. The third warning ---- the danger of not growing up and of falling away (5:11-6:8).

d. Christ is the High Priest who has entered into the veil ---- He is our hope (6:9-20).

e. Christ is the eternal High Priest ---- His priesthood never changes (7:1-24).

f.  Christ is the perfect High Priest ---- He can save us unto the uttermost (7:25-28). 

3. The transcendent ministry ---- the Son of God Jesus Christ (8:1-10:18);

a. Christ is the High Priest who has been raised up ---- a Minister in the heavens (8:1-5).

b. Christ is the Mediator of the better covenant ---- the better promise and better ministry (8:6-13).

c. Christ is the High Priest of the good things to come ---- offer the better sacrifices (9:1-10:18).

4. The transcendent example of faith (10:19-11:40);

a. Come to God by the new and living way in faith and hope and love (10:19-25);

b. The fourth warning ---- the willful win and the danger of drawing back (10:26-39);

c. The theme of faith ---- please God by faith (11:1-6);

d. The faith Noah ---- the faith of fearing God (11:7);

e. The faith of Abraham ---- the obedient faith of waiting (11:8-10);

f. The faith of Sarah ---- the faith of turning what is impossible to possible (11:11-12);

g. The faith of the forefathers ---- the faith of sojourner (11:13-16);

h. The faith of Abraham’s offering Isaac ---- the faith of resurrection (11:17-19);

i. The faith of Isaac ---- the faith of blessing (11:20);

j. The faith of Jacob ---- the faith of worship (11:21);

k. The faith of Joseph ---- the faith of not dying (11:22);

l. The faith of the parents of Moses ---- the fearless faith (11:23);

m. The faith of Moses ---- the faith of self-denial (11:24-28);

n. The faith of the Israelites ---- the faith of salvation and victory (11:29-30);

o. The faith of Rahab ---- the faith of obedience (11:31);

p. The faith of the giants in faith ---- the faith is strong and bold and suffers afflictions (11:32-40);

5. The transcendent example of hope (12:1-29);

a. The example of running the race of Christians (12:1-4);

b. The profit of enduring the chastening of God the Father (12:5-13);

c. The result of forsaking the hope (selling the birthright) (12:14-17);

d. The better hope of the new covenant ---- the heavenly Jerusalem (12:18-24);

e. The fifth warning ---- serve God with reverence and godly fear for the kingdom that cannot be shaken (12:25-29);

6. The transcendent example of love (13:1-25);

a. Love men ---- love, entertainment and remembrance (13:1-3);

b. Love oneself ---- not commit fornication or adultery, and conduct with covetousness (13:4-6);

c. Love the word of God ---- not be carried about with various and strange doctrines (13:7-9);

d. Love God ---- go forth to Jesus outside the camp and offer the sacrifices that God pleases (13:10-16);

e. Love the servants of God ---- obey those who rule over us and pray for them (13:17-25);

The Proper Attitudes that We Are Supposed to Have Toward “Him”

1. We have to “hear” His words (1:2);

2. We have to “see” Him only (2:9).

3. We have to “consider” Him (3:1).

4. We have to “draw near to” Him with boldness (4:16).

5. We have to “learn” Him and “obey” Him (5:8-9).

6. We have to “hold fast” Him (6:18-20) and not put Him to shame (6:6).

7. We have to come to God “by Him” (7:25).

8. We have to know that we “have” such a High Priest and “know” Him (8:1, 11).

9. We have to “wait for” Him (9:28).

10. We have to enjoy His precious blood and works, that is, we are “through Him” (10:19-20).

11. We have to “see” the invisible Lord in spirit (11:27).

12. We have to “look unto” Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith (12:2).

13. We have to “go forth” to Him outside the camp (13:13).

Be Seated at the Right Hand of the Majesty in the Heavens (Four Times in this Epistle)

1. As the Son of God (1:3);

2. As the High Priest (8:1);

3. As the Son of man (10:12);

4. As the author and finisher of faith (12:2);

Christ Who is Above the Heavens and the Heavenly Reward

1. The rank of Christ:

a. He has passed through the heavens (4:14);

b. He is higher than the heavens (7:26);

c. He has been into the heaven (9:24);

d. He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high (1:3);

2. The heavenly reward of Christ:

a. The heavenly calling (3:1);

b. The heavenly gifts (6:4);

c. The heavenly things (8:5);

d. The better heavenly country (11:16);

e. The heavenly Jerusalem (12:22);

Better

1. The better name (1:4);

2. The better works (6:9);

3. The better status (7:7);

4. The better hope (7:19);

5. The better covenant (7:22; 8:6);

6. The better ministry (8:6);

7. The better promise (8:6);

8. The better sacrifices (9:23; 11:4);

9. The better enduring possession (10:34);

10. The better country (11:16);

11. The better resurrection (11:35);

12. The better speaking (11:40);

13. The better (12:24);

Christ as the Son

1. His rank ---- the Son of God, His divinity ---- six quotations of the old scriptures prove His excellence (1:5-12);

2. His revelation ---- the Son of man, His humanity ---- He is a little lower than the angels (2:6);

3. His rule ---- the son of David, His authority ---- all in subjection under Him (2:8-9);

4. His role ---- the son of Abraham, His ministry ---- save the seed of Abraham (2:16);

What Shall the Faith Inherit?

1. Inherit salvation ---- be served by the angels (the minister spirits) (1:14);

2. Inherit promises ---- enter into the heaven with sure and steadfast hope (6:17-18);

3. Inherit the righteousness which is according to faith ---- (11:7)

The Seven Strongholds of the Saints

1. To hear ---- give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away (2:1);

2. To beware ---- beware, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief (3:12);

3. To exhort ---- exhort one another daily, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin (3:13);

4. To be diligent ---- be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience (4:11);

5. To consider ---- consider, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls (12:3);

6. To make straight… ---- make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated (12:13);

7. To watch ---- look carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble (12:15);

The Dangerous Signs ---- the Red Light Shall be Turned to Green

1. Do not drift away, but give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard (2:1);

2. Do not move, but hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end (3:6, 14);

3. Do not fall, but enter into that rest with diligence (4:11);

4. Do not fall away, but go on to perfection (6:1-3);

5. Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines, but be established by grace (13:8-9);

Five Great Exhortations

1. Do not neglect the great salvation (2:1-4);

2. Let us go into the rest promised by God (3:7-4:13);

3. Let us go on to perfection (5:11-6:12);

4. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering (10:19-39);

5. Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us (12:1-29);

Jesus We Have Seen (Eight Times in the Epistle that Mention the Name of “Jesus” Only)

1. Jesus ---- be crowned with glory and honor (2:9);

2. Jesus ---- the Apostle and High Priest of our confession (3:1);

3. Jesus ---- become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek (6:20);

4. Jesus ---- become a “surety” of a better covenant (7:22);

5. Jesus ---- open a new and living way for us so that we are enabled to enter the Holiest (10:19-20);

6. Jesus ---- the author and finisher of our faith (12:2);

7. Jesus ---- the “Mediator” of the new testament (12:24);

8. Jesus ---- suffer outside of the gate and sanctify the people with His own blood (13:12);

The High Priest Jesus Christ

1. The merciful and faithful High Priest ---- aid those who are tempted (2:17-18);

2. The Apostle and High Priest of our confession ---- be faithful to Him who appointed Him (3:1-2);
3. The great High Priest who has passed through the heavens ---- sympathize with our weaknesses (4:14-15);
4. The High Priest called by God according to the order of Melchizedek ---- become the author of eternal salvation (5:9-10);
5. The High Priest who enters the veil ---- the sure and steadfast anchor of the soul (6:19-20);
6. The High Priest has become higher than the heavens ---- holy and fitting for us (7:25-27);
7. The High Priest who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens ---- (8:1, 6);
8. The High Priest of the good things to come ---- obtain the eternal redemption with His own blood (9:11-12);
9. The High Priest over the house of God ---- a new and living way which consecrated for us (10:20-21);
The Steps of Obtaining the Rest

1. “Consider Jesus” (3:1);

2. “Beware, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief” (3:12);

3. “Exhort one another daily … lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin” (3:13);

4. “Let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it” (4:1);

5. “Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest” (4:11);

Hear His Words or Harden One’s Heart

1. Today if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts (3:7-8, 15; 4:7);

2. Three elements that bring about the hardening of one’s heart: 

a. An evil heart of unbelief (3:12);

b. The deceitfulness of sin (3:13);

c. Come short of the promise of God (4:1);

Seven Conditions of the Heart in this Epistle 

1. The heart that goes astray (3:10);

2. The hardened heart (3:8-15);

3. The evil heart of unbelief (3:12);

4. The heart that discerns (4:12);

5. The heart that is sprinkled with pure water (10:22);

6. The true heart (10:22);

7. The heart that is established (13:9);

Do Not Forsake 

1. Do not depart from the living God in an evil heart of unbelief (3:12);

2. Do not fall away, lest one should not renew again to repentance (6:6);

3. Do not cast away the confidence, which has great reward (10:35);

4. Do not refuse Him who speaks from heaven, for He is a consuming fire (12:35, 29);

Five Reasons for Approaching the Throne of Grace with Boldness

1. For He is able to save to the uttermost (7:25);

2. For He has passed through the heavens (4:14; 9:24);

3. For He is the Son of God, both God and man (4:14);

4. For He can sympathize with our weakness (4:15);

5. For He was in all points tempted as we are (4:15);

The High Priest that God Elects 

1. His person ---- Jesus the Son of God (4:14-15; 5:5);

2. His preparation ---- suffer (5:8);

3. His pattern ---- according to the order of Melchizedek (5:10);

4. His people ---- we who have been saved by grace (6:20);

5. His power ---- eternal (7:25);

6. His purpose as priest ---- offer Himself to redeem men and make intercession for them (7:25-27);

7. His place ---- in the heavens (9:24);

Seven Aspects of the Eternal Truth 

1. The eternal salvation ---- Christ is the origin (5:9);

2. The eternal judgment ---- the elementary principles of Christ (6:2);

3. The eternal redemption ---- the blood of Christ (9:12);

4. The eternal Spirit ---- Christ presents Himself to God through the eternal Spirit (9:14);

5. The eternal inheritance ---- the promise of the eternal inheritance is given to those who are called (9:15);

6. The eternal covenant ---- become effective through the blood of Christ (13:20);

7. The eternal perfection ---- be the High Priest, for He is the Son of God (7:28);

Our High Priest 

1. His ordination ---- out of God (5:5-6);

2. His obedience ---- become man (5:8-9);

3. His omnipotence ---- the High Priest (4:14-16);

Three Pictures Describing Believers’ Imperfect Conditions of Life

1. Baby ---- they ought to be grown up, and yet they can only be partakes only of milk, not solid food (5:13-14);

2. Student ---- for though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God (5:12);

3. Building ---- they are supposed to be perfect, and yet the foundation of the elementary principles of Christ shall still be laid again (6:1-2);

The Comparisons between the Tabernacle in the Heavens and that on the Earth

1. The tabernacle in the heavens is erected by the Lord, and the tabernacle on the earth is erected by man (8:2);

2. The tabernacle in the heavens is the real body, and the tabernacle on the earth is the copy and shadow (8:5);

3. The tabernacle in the heavens has no the hindrance of the veil, and the tabernacle on the earth was divided into the first part and the second part (9:6-8; 10:19-20);

4. The tabernacle is in the heavens greater and more perfect, and the tabernacle on the earth was imperfect with blemish (9:9, 11, 23);

5. The tabernacle in the heavens is spiritual and glorious and eternal, and the tabernacle on the earth was of the world and would be destroyed  (9:11);

The Comparisons between the New Testament and the Old Testament

1. The Old Testament is the preparation of the New Testament, and the priesthood on the earth was only the copy and shadow of things in the heavens (8:1-5);

2. The New Testament is established by the better promises, and the Old Testament had been faultless and is becoming obsolete and growing old and is ready to vanish away (8:6-13);

3. The New Testament replaces and abolishes the Old Testament, and all the rules and customs of the Old Testament shall be ceased (9:1-10);

4. The sacrifice of the New Testament is better (9:11-28);

a. It was the blood of the goats and calves in the Old Testament, and the blood of the Lord Himself in the New Testament.

b. In the Old Testament, it was the washing of one’s body, and in the New Testament, it is the washing of one’s heart.

c. The sacrifices in the Old Testament were many times, and the sacrifice in the New Testament is once for all. 

5. The sacrifices of the Old Testament can in no wise put away the sin forever, and yet the Lord Jesus in the New Testament “offered one sacrifice for sins forever” and “has perfected forever those who are being sanctified” (10:1-18);

The New Testament is the Explanation and Implementation and Guarantee of the Eternal Will of God

1. The New Testament (8:1-13);

a. Christ in the Spirit is the true meaning of all things of the New Testament (8:1-5);

1) To obtain Jesus in glory is the key of all spiritual things (8:1);

2) The specific ministry of Jesus who is glorified is to make the spiritual tabernacle (8:2);

3) The glorious Christ is the pattern revealed in the making of the tabernacle (8:5);

b. Christ in the Spirit is the content and reality of the New Testament (8:6-13);

1) The better promise and the better covenant and the better ministry (8:6);

2) The faults of the Old Testament and the necessity of the New Testament (8:7-9);

3) The reality and foundation of the New Testament (8:10-13);

2. The spirit of the New Testament is that Jesus has fulfilled the “Holy of the Holiest” (9:1-11);

a. “Holy of the Holiest” speaks of the highest mind and counsel (9: 3, 8).

b. “Holy of the Holiest” speaks of the secret of Christ’s salvation (9:6-10).

c. “Holy of the Holiest” speaks of the infinite fullness of Christ (9:1-5).

d. “Holy of the Holiest” speaks of God’s calling to all those who have been favored (9:8, 11).

3. The enjoyment of the power of the New Testament is through the full spiritual meaning of the precious blood (9:11-10:18).

a. The precious blood enables us to serve the living God (9:11-14).

1) The power of the precious blood lies in the excellent humanity of Christ (9:14);

2) The power of the precious blood opens the way to the Holy of the Holiest (9:11-12);

3) The effect of the precious blood lies in the eternal Spirit (9:14);

4) The power of the precious blood enables us to serve God (9:14);

b. The precious blood enables us to the promise of the eternal inheritance (9:15-28).

1) The Lord’s death fulfilled the redemption of all the transgressions of men (9:15);

2) The Lord’s death opened the heavenly blessings to us (9:15);

3) The Lord’s death brought the testament into force (9:16-17);

4) The blood, by the Lord’s death once for all, has become the proof of the New Testament (9:18-22);

5) The blood, by the Lord’s death once for all, has the eternal effect of redemption (9:23-28);

c. The precious blood enables us to serve the living God (10:1-18).

1) He offered His body once for all according to the will of God to sanctify us (10:1-10).

2) He had offered one sacrifice for sins to perfect us (10:11-14).

3) The Spirit through the New Testament witnesses that sin has been put away once for all (10:15-18).

Christ and the Holy Places in the Heavens

1. He has opened the Holy Places in the heavens (9:11-12).

2. He has purified the Holy Places in the heavens (9:20-23).

3. He appears in the presence of God in the Holy Places in the heavens (9:24).

4. He has consecrated a new and living way for us to the Holiest (10:19-22).

5. He offers our praise to God in the Holiest in the heavens (13:15).

The Responses that We Are Supposed to Have Toward the High Priest ---- Faith, Hope and Love

1. The outline (10:19-25);

a. The High Priest has consecrated a new and living way for us and is over the house of God (10:19-21).

b. Let us draw near to God in full assurance of faith (10:22).

c. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope (10:23).

d. Let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works (10:24-25).

2. How to be in full assurance of faith (11:1-40)?

a. To know the real meaning of faith (11:1-3);

b. To imitate those who have obtained good testimonies by faith (11:4-39);

c. To believe God in order to obtain the better things God has provided for us with them (11:40);

3. How to hold fast the confession of our hope (12:1-29)?

a. Follow the steps of the witnesses and run the race by looking unto the Lord Jesus (12:1-4);

b. Be willing to receive the chastening of God the Father (12:5-13);

c. Look carefully for fear of being defiled and hold fast what cannot be shaken and fear God (12:14-29);

4. How to stir up love (13:1-25)?

a. Practice the works of love in the daily conduct (13:1-6);

b. Imitate the examples of love in spiritual life (13:7-17);

c. Pray to God for perfection in every good work (13:18-25).  
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