《Commentary on the First Epistle of John》(Caleb Huang)
Introduction to the First Epistle of John
I. Writer

The First and Second and Third Epistles of John have not clearly mentioned the writers or recipients. Since the three epistles and the Gospel of John are similar in the content and wording and viewpoints (please refer to “VIII. Its Relations with Other Books in the Scriptures”), many Bible scholars agree that the three epistles and the Gospel of John were written by the same writer ---- the apostle John. 

The apostle John was the son of Zebedee (Matthew10:2), the brother of James. His mother Salome (Matthew 27:56; cf: Mark15:40; 16:1), one of the sisters who followed and served Jesus from Galilee (Matthew 27:55), was probably the sister of the Lord’s mother. John and his brother James were therefore possibly the Lord’s cousins (Matthew 27:56; cf: John19:25). No wonder that the two brothers asked their mother to seek favor in the face of the Lord, so that they could sit in His kingdom, one on His right hand and one on His left (Matthew 20:20-21).



Probably, John was born in a wealthy family: his father was a great fisherman, possessing many the ship and many hired servants (Mark1:20). And John also knew the high priest (18:15). Apart from his house in Galilee, it seemed that he had another house in Jerusalem (19:27).



John was firstly the disciple of John the Baptist. When John the Baptist testified to his disciples: “Behold, the Lamb of God”, two of the disciples followed Jesus and abode with him. One of them is Andrew, and the other unnamed is the apostle John (1:35-40), for he had never mentioned his own name in the gospel written by himself.



It seemed that he had been called by the Lord more than once. In the first time, the Lord said to them: “Come and see.”(1:39) But then, he returned to his fishing business. Afterwards, the Lord called him again by the Sea of Galilee and he left his father, partners and the boat, thus becoming a fisher of man (Matthew4:18-22). Still later on, the Lord called him out of the disciples to be one of the twelve apostles (Luke 6:13-14).



Of the twelve disciples, there were three who mostly drew near to the Lord ---- Peter, James and John (Luke 8:51; 9:28; Mark 14:33). Of these three, John was the nearest to the Lord. John had leaned on the breast of Jesus (13:25); he was the one whom Jesus loved (13:23); he was the only disciple witnessing the Lord’s suffering below the cross (19:26); and he was the one entrusted by the Lord with the responsibility of taking the Lord’s mother to his own home (19:27). 



John and his brother were called “Boanerges, which meant the son of the thunder” (Mark3:17). It was therefore imaginable that John was an irritable man. When he saw someone casting out demons in the Lord’s name without following together with them, John was provoked to jealousy for the Lord and forbade that man’s work (Luke 9:49). When the people in Samaria refused to receive the Lord, John and James asked the Lord to permit them to replay the story of Elijah ---- to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them (Luke 9:54); However, his disposition as a son of thunder was melted by Lord’s love and gradually became an apostle of love (or “an apostle who specialized in preaching love”).



After the Lord’s ascension, he left and dwelt in Jerusalem. Knowing that the Lord had given Peter the key of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 16:18-19), John held his proper position and assisted Peter to build the churches under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He cooperated with Peter closely: they prayed with one accord in that upper room; they stood up on the Day of Pentecost to announce the gospel, they healed the born lame at the gate of the temple called Beautiful and testified the Lord’s resurrection to the people. They were both put in custody by the rulers afterwards, and both preached Jesus of Nazareth before them, and they had been fellow-workers in Samaria (Acts1:13-14; 2:14; 3:1-4:22; 8:14).



Before the fall of Jerusalem, the apostle John had moved westward to serve the Lord in the churches in Asia Minor (Paul was martyred in that days.). He abode in Ephesus, from which he was exiled, in the reign of the Roman despot Domitian, to the island of Patmos ---- a desolate island in the Aegean Sea ---- where he saw the vision of the Lord of the glory and wrote the Book of Revelation.

John lived a long life of almost 100 years on the earth. It was then spread among the disciples that John would not die, but John himself clarified the rumor (21:23). We knew from his disciple Polycrates that the apostle John was martyred for his Lord in his old age.

II. The Time and Location the Epistle was Written 

The heresy that is criticized and refuted in this epistle attacked the church at the end of the first century. And John’s condescending tone of an elder to the juniors indicated that he wrote it in his later age. It was traditionally believed in the early church that the apostle John had lived in Ephesus for a long time. Possibly, this epistle was written there in about 90s of the first century (namely 90-99 AD). 

III. The Recipients

This epistle was not written to a special group of men, but an official letter to believers in all the churches, i.e. to the “beloved” or “brethren” (see 1John 2:7; 3:13, 21; 4:1, 7) ---- “children, young men, fathers” (see 1John 2:12-14). Sometime, the writer called all brethren “children” (see 1John 2:1, 18, 28; 3:7; 5:21), for he was nearly one hundred years old. “Children” is an intimate name of an elder to juniors.  

IV. The Motivation for Writing this Epistle

Since the churches in Asia Minor at that time was influenced by the budding heresy of “Gnostic”, the apostle John wrote this epistle to refute the falsehood of the heretical doctrines to enable all believers to distinguish between good and evil and know the truth. Here, the important points are listed as below: 

1. The heresy denies Jesus was the one who was in the beginning. However, this epistle clear declares that He was the Word of life that which was from the beginning (see 1John 1:1).

2. “Docetism” ---- which emphasizes the spirit is good and the body is evil so that there is no “incarnation” of the Word. However, this epistle indicates that Jesus Christ is a real person whom we have heard and we have seen with our eyes and our hands have handled (see 1John 1:1).

3. Heresy states that physical body is evil and its works have nothing to do with the Spirit. Therefore, men are sinless by nature, for the works of the body are not counted as sins. However, this epistle points that man’s confession of his sins are the precondition of remission by God (see 1John 1:8-10). 

4. Since the heresy declares that men are sinless, they need no redemption. However it is mentioned in this epistle that Jesus Christ came to the world to be the propitiation for our sins (see 1John2:1-2).

5. The heresy thinks that the works of the flesh have nothing to do with the divine will, so there is no difference between “keeping the commandments” and “being associated with the world”. However, this epistle repeats that believers have to keep the commandments (see 1John 2:4) instead of loving the world or things in the world (see 1John 2:15).

6. The heresy announces that Christ is Christ and Jesus is Jesus, denying Jesus is Christ. However, it is announced in this epistle that Jesus is Christ and he who denies that Jesus is the Christ is a liar or antichrist (see 1John 2:21-22).

7. The heresy denies that Jesus is the Son of God and that He incarnated as a man. However, this epistle points that whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in Him and he is in God (see 1John 4:15) and will have the divine life (see 1John 5:12).

8. The heresy denies that Jesus Christ and God are equal and are one. However, it is indicated in this epistle that if we are in “Him who is true” (God), in His Son Jesus Christ (see 1John 5:20). Therefore, God and Jesus Christ are one. 

9. The heretical “Cerinthianism” thinks that Jesus Christ was a man. When he was baptized, the “Word” entered into Him. When He was crucified, the “Word” left Him (see Matt. 3:16; 27:46). However, this epistle points that Jesus Christ is the Son of God through the three witnesses of “the Spirit and the water and the blood” (see 1John 5:6-9). His baptism and crucifixion are the fulfillment of the types and prophecies in the Old Testament. 

V. The Importance of this Book

This epistle is an indispensible treasure for the churches throughout the past generations to resist the heresies so that the good and sound faith of Christianity is thus kept and inherited. The value and achievements of this epistle are even comparable to the epistles of Paul. Moreover, many positive instructions and right teachings are given for believers of Christ in this epistle so as to provide the readers deeper knowledge of life and fellowship and love and truth etc. 

VI. Main Structure and General Description

    This epistle revolves around the theme of “fellowship of life”, starting from the origin of fellowship and pointing out the purpose and condition and hindrance and remedy and crisis and principle and maintenance and development of fellowship to show that the nature of life is holiness and righteousness and goodness and truth and love. Since believers have already received this life required in fellowship because of right faith, they need to only let the characteristics of this life manifested and developed so that they must be filled with joy. 

VII. Special Points

This epistle has the following characteristics:

1. It is a “loving family letter” written by the “beloved apostle” to the children in the house of God. It is more than ten times of mentioning “sons or children” and “love” respectively. 

2. Concerning both emotion and authority, the tone of this epistle is like the tone of an elder father to his children, gentle and powerful. 

3. This epistle directly points out what is right or wrong without any ambiguousness or unnecessary defense. 

4. Though it is written in Greek, it is similar to Hebrew in grammar and tone and way of expression. 

5. This epistle especially emphasizes the knowledge of the truth and characteristics of life. As long as believers have grasped the two aspects, they are enabled to enter into the Holy of Holies and have close fellowship with God. 

VIII. Its Relations with Other Books in the Scriptures 

The Gospel of John bears witness to Jesus and declares that He is the Son of God ---- those who have believed in Jesus have obtained life (John 20:31) and entered into the great house of God and become the sons of God. And the First Epistle of John is a family letter to the children of God in the house of God, telling the way of “fellowship with God” (1John 1:3) in the house of God, and how to love one another and share with one another the full life in Christ that believers may know that they have eternal life (1John 5:13). Besides, this epistle encourages all believers to keep the true faith without being enticed by the heretics (1John 2:24-27). Therefore, the Gospel of John is like a prelude to this epistle, and this epistle is the application of the Gospel of John.  

The First Epistle of John and the Gospel of John are similar in the theme and grammar and use clear contrasts ---- light and darkness, life and death, love and hate, and truth and falsehood. Both the two books divide men into two sorts ---- either the children of God or the children of the devil; either that is of the world or that is not of the world; either that has life or that has no life; either know God or know not God. Concerning the writing style, the two books adopt simple structure and Hebrew parallel expressions, and use rarely function words or sentenced brought by pronouns. Besides, in both the two books, it often starts a sentence with an emphatic tone, e.g. “this is …”, “through …”, “because …”, “all that …” etc. 

Moreover, the vocabulary speaking of the will of God and the counsel of salvation in the two books are almost identical. E.g. before we were redeemed, we were by nature “of the devil”, who has sinned “from the beginning” and was a murderer and a liar (1John 3:8; John 8:44), and we were “of the world” (1John 2:16; 4:5; John 8:23; 15:19). Therefore, we “had sinned” (1John 3:4; John 8:34) and “had sin” (1John 1:8; John 9:41) and “walked in darkness” (1John 1:6; 2:11; John 8:12; 12:35) and was “blind” in spirit (1John 2:11; John 12:40) and was “dead” (1John 3:14; John 5:25). However, God so loved us that He sent His Son to be “the Savior of the world” (1John 4:14; John 4:42) so that we “will be enabled to have life” (1John 4:9; John 3:16). This is His “only begotten Son” (1John 4:9; John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18). Though He was the Word “in the beginning” (1John 1:1; John 1:1), He became the “flesh” (1John 4:2; John 1:14) to the world and “gave us His life” (1John 3:16; John 10:11-18) to “take away” our sins (1John 3:5; John 1:29). Those who “have seen” Him “bear witness” to Him (1John 1:2-3; 4:14; John 1:34; 19:35); but more importantly, it is God Himself (1John 5:9; John 3:33; 5:32, 34, 36-37) and the Spirit (1John 5:6; John 15:26) that bear witness to the Son. We shall “receive” the witness of God (1John 5:9; John 3:11, 32-33; 5:34) and “believe” the One who have full witnesses (1John 5:10; John 5:37-40) and “confess” Him (1John 4:2-3; John 9:22). He who believes the Son of God or His “name” (1John 5:13; John 1:12 etc.) has have passed from death to life (1John 3:14; John 5:24). We “have life” (1John 5:11-12; John 3:15, 36; 20:31), for life is in the Son of God (1John 5:11-12; John 1:4; 14:6). That is “born of God” (1John 2:29; 3:9; 5:4, 18; John 1:13).

 All that are born of God are “children” of God (1John 3:1-2, 10; 5:2; John 1:12; 11:52). Both the two books mention that relations of God’s children with God, Christ, the truth, the world, etc. They are “of God” (1John 3:10; John 8:47) and “know” God and know the true God through Jesus Christ (1John 5:20; John 17:3). And they have even “seen God” (1John 3:6; see 3John 11; John 14:9), but literally no one can see God (1John 4:12, 20; John 1:18; 6:46). Christians are of God as well as of the truth (1John 2:21; 3:19; John 18:37). The truth is “in them” (1John 1:18; 2:4; John 8:44), and they “walk” or “live” in the truth (1John 1:6; John 3:21), for the spirit given to them is “the spirit of the truth” (1John 4:6; 5:6; John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13). The relations of Christians with God and with the truth are established through Jesus Christ. They “abide” in Him and in His love (1John 2:6, 27-28; 3:6, 24; 4:13, 15-16; John 15:4-10) and God also abides in them (1John 2:24; 3:24; 4:12-16; John 6:56; 15:4-5). His words are also in them (1John 1:10; 2:14, 24; John 5:38; 15:7), and they also abide in His words (1John 2:27; John 8:31). Therefore, they “obey His words” (1John 2:5; John 8:51-55; 14:23; 15:20; 17:6) or “His commandments” (1John 2:3-4; 2:22, 24; 5:2-3; John 14:15, 21; 15:10); and His “new commandment” is that they have to love one another (1John 2:8-10; 3:11, 23; see 2John 5-6; John 13:34). However, “the world” “hates” them (1John 3:13; John 15:18). They need not to feel it strange, because they are no longer of the world (1John 4:5-6; John 15:19; 17:16). Though they still live in it, they shall not love the things in the world (1John 2:15-16; John 17:15). Since Christ “has overcome the world”, believers have also overcome by faith in Him (1John 5:4-5; John 16:33). The effect of Christ’s fulfillments has given to His people, that is, let them have full joy (1John 1:4; John 15:11; 16:24; 17:13). 

Though the content of the First Epistle of John is different from the Second and Third Epistles of John, the wording and writing style are identical and relevant, all of which encourage the recipients to love one another in truth (please refer to the introductions of the Second and Third Epistle of John). 

The Bible scholars generally believe that the five books of the Gospel of John and the First and Second and Third Epistles of John and the Revelation are all written by the apostle John, all of which can be exactly divided in three sorts:

1. The theme of the Gospel of John is “faith” ---- obtain life because of having faith in Jesus Christ.

2. The theme of the First and Second and Third Epistles of John is “love” ---- obtain full and abundant life because of loving God and brothers properly.

3. The theme of the Revelation is “hope” ---- obtain the triumphant life because of watching and hoping for the coming of Christ.

IX. Key Verses 

“That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1:3);

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!” (3:1);

“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.” (5:1);

“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (5:12);
X. Key Words 
“Life”, “eternal life” (1:1, 2, 2; 2:25, 29; 3:9, 9, 14, 15; 4:7, 9, 9; 5:1, 1, 1, 4, 11, 11, 12, 12, 13, 16, 18, 18, 20);

“Light” (1:5, 7, 7; 2:8, 9, 10);

“Truth” (1:6, 8; 2:4, 21; 3:19; 5:7);

“Commandment” (2:3, 4, 7, 7, 7, 8; 3:11, 22, 23, 23, 24; 4:21; 5:2, 3, 3);

“Know” (2:5, 11, 18, 20, 21, 21, 21, 29, 29; 3:2, 5, 16, 19, 20, 24; 4:13, 16; 5:2, 13, 15, 15, 18, 19, 20);

“Love” (2:5, 7, 10, 15, 15, 15; 3:1, 2, 10, 11, 14, 14, 16, 17, 18, 21, 23; 4:1, 7, 7, 7, 7, 8, 8, 9, 10, 10, 10, 11, 11, 11, 12, 12, 16, 16, 16, 17, 18, 18, 18, 19, 19, 20, 20, 20, 21, 21; 5:1, 1, 2, 2, 3);

XI. Outlines of the Book
Theme: Fellowship in Life 

A. Origins of establishing the fellowship ---- the word of life (1:1-4):

1. The origin and revelation and preachment of the word of life (1:1-2);

    2. The purpose of preaching the word of life (1:3-4);

B. Conditions of maintaining the fellowship ---- fellowship in the light of life (1:5-2:11):

1. Walk in light (1:5-7);

2. Confess one’s sins and believe the propitiation, Jesus Christ (1:8-2:2);

3. Keep the commandments of the Lord (2:3-11);

C. Elements of keeping the fellowship ---- fellowship in the knowledge of life (2:3-4:6):

1. Know the difference between God and idols (the world)(2:3-17); 

2. Know the difference between Christ and antichrist (2:18-23);

3. Know the difference between the teaching of the anointing and that of men (2:24-27);

4. Know the difference between the children of God and that of the devil (2:28-3:24);

5. Know the difference between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error (4:1-6);

D. Principles of fostering the fellowship ---- fellowship in the love of life (4:7-5:3):

1. Abide in love (4:7-16);

2. Proof of abiding in love ---- no fear (4:17-18);

3. Love is the natural revelation of the divine life (4:19-5:3); 

E. Ways of the fellowship in life (5:4-21):

1. General outline ---- from faith to overcoming the world (5:4-5);

2. Believe Jesus is the Son of God because of the witness of God (5:6-11);

3. Have life because of believing in the name of the Son of God (5:12-13);

4. Know that God will hear our prayers by the divine life (5:14-15);

5. Be kept from sins because of prayers (5:16-19);

6. Be kept from idols because of abiding in the true God (5:20-21);

1 John Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter
Fellowship in Light

A. The origin and revelation and preachment of the fellowship (v.1-2);

1. Origin: the eternal life which was from the beginning and was with the Father;

2. Revelation: the Word of life can be heard and seen and touched;

3. Declaration: we (the Lord’s disciples) now bear witness and declare to you (believers in later generations);

B. The types and purpose of the fellowship (v.3-4);

1. Types:

a. You have fellowship with us (fellowship among believers);

b. We have fellowship with the Father and His son Jesus Christ (fellowship between God and men);

2. Purpose: that our joy may be full; 

C. The condition and hindrance and remedy of the fellowship (v.5-10);

1. Condition: we walk in the light as He is in the light;

2. Hindrance: our sin and sins;

3. Remedy: confess our sins that we will be forgiven and cleansed by the Lord’s blood;

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

1John. 1:1 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life--” 

YLT: “That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we did behold, and our hands did handle, concerning the Word of the Life --”

Meaning of Words: “beginning”: commencement, first; “life”: the divine life (zoe); “see”: stare at, behold; “look upon”: look closely at; “handle”: touch with hands;

Literal Meaning: “that which was from the beginning … concerning the Word of life--”, “beginning”, it also appears in the Gospel of John (1:1). But in the gospel it referred to the past eternity before all was created, and here it was from all was created. “From the beginning”, the Word was there in the past eternity (see John 1:1-2). “Word of life” means that “there is word of life in the Word” (see John 1:4), namely, the Lord Jesus Christ, who became the flesh in time (John 1:14); and the words that He has spoken unto us are spirit and are life (John 6:63). 

  “Which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled”, “have looked upon”: have beheld in a short distance; “have handled”: have personally touched; there are four different verbs to witness the “Word of life”, proving that He is not “a kind of imaginable ghost”, but a “living and real person in the flesh” who can be felt by the five sense organs. 

  Note that some Bible expositors give two explanations according to the differences of the tense ---- “have heard” and “have seen” are in the present perfect tense, showing that John knew the Word of life is the Son of God now as he knew it before His crucifixion; “did behold” and “did handle” are in the past perfect tense, indicating that John had once after the Lord’s resurrection beheld and touched clearly to prove that He is the Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus is not fictional character, for he has been testifies by men’s ears and eyes and hands, nor a creature, for He was from the beginning. 

2) The Lord Jesus is both God and man ---- a perfect God, for He was from the beginning, and a perfect man, for He can hear and see and touch.

3) “One’s words reflect one’s mind”, the Word of life shows that the Lord Jesus came to the world to declare the God whom men cannot see (see John 1:18) and abide with us with grace and truth (John 1:14).

4) He is “the Word of life”, so there is life in His words. We search the scriptures to come to the Lord to hear His words and obtain life (see John 5:39-40).

5) Let us not receive the Lord’s words or teachings as knowledge, but search the life in the divine words or teachings so that we will obtain abundant life. 

6) When we are born again, we have obtained a life able to speak, namely, a life able to express the will of God and manifest the glory of God. The more the life grows, the more shall we conform to the will of God and be enabled to bear witness to the glory of God. 

7) The “Word of life” can be felt by men. If a Christian can only say and not do (Matt. 23:3), it shows that “the Word of life” has not reigned in him.

8) Our knowledge and experience of “the Word of life” are become ever deepening and substantiating (from hearing to seeing, and from seeing and beholding, from beholding to handling). If believers desire to establish firm faith, they have to have deeper knowledge and experience of the Lord and His words.

9) Only when we behold and touch and experience the Lord personally, can we preach Him to others (see v.3) so that they will apprehend the joy in life (see v.4). 

1John. 1:2 “the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us--” 

YLT: “and the Life was manifested, and we have seen, and do testify, and declare to you the Life, the age-during, which was with the Father, and was manifested to us --”

Meaning of Words: “manifested”: reveal, appear, show; “see”: behold, perceive; “bear witness”: testify; “eternal”: everlasting; “declare”: announce, report, bring word; 

Literal Meaning: “the life was manifested”, “the life” refers to the “Word of life” (see v.1), namely, Jesus Christ; “was manifested”: He came to be incarnated as a man (see 3:8);

“And we have seen, and bear witness”, “have seen”, it shows that His manifestation is a real person whom can be behold; “bear witness”: testify what one has seen to others;

“And declare to you that eternal life … and was manifested to us--”, “was manifested to us”: be manifested to the disciples like the apostle John; “eternal life”: the everlasting life (that never changes or pass away or never grows old); “declare to you”: declare to others; 

“Which was with the Father”, it indicates that He is different from the Father, but they are one. Here the truth of the Trinity is suggested. 

Here this verse points out the elements of bearing witness to the Lord: a) the object of the witness ---- the eternal life that was with the Father; b) the condition of the witness ---- have seen His manifestation; c) the way of the witness ---- declare to others; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The eternal life” is not a prejudgment by theologians or philosophers, but a real fact handed down by the eyewitnesses at that time. 

2) God’s life is not an abstract thing that is difficult to be touched or understood. Instead, the divine life has been vividly manifested in the Lord Jesus and to believers. 

3) There are two characteristics of the life we believers have obtained when we are born again: a) which is with God and jointed to Him; b) which is everlasting.

4) The devil fears most of men’s knowledge of the deity and humility of Jesus Christ, and thus propagates two extreme ideas: a) He is God not a man; b) Jesus is only a man, not God. 

5) Bearing witnesses is not delivering the second-hand materials, nor narrating a kind of knowledge from men. We believers have to see and touch and experience the Lord personally so that we are enabled to bear witness to the Lord.

6) The Word of life is not given to us for our own enjoyment only, but also for our participation in preaching to and sharing with others.

7) It is the two main means of “bearing witnesses” and “declaration” in preachment: declare the Christ whom we have seen and experienced to unbelievers in the world through our words and conversations. 

8) “Bearing witness” is relevant to experiences, and “declaration” relates to ministry. Experience brings about ministry. The more experiences one owns, the more ministries shall he be given. 

9) There are three characteristics of Christians: a) God’s active love upon us; b) the life relationship with God through Christ; c) willingness of those who have obtained this life to declare the life; 

1John. 1:3 “that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.” 

YLT: “that which we have seen and heard declare we to you, that ye also may have fellowship with us, and our fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ;”

Meaning of Words: “see”: perceive, behold; “fellowship”: communion, partnership, intercourse; 

Literal Meaning: “that which we have seen and heard we declare to you”, “have seen and heard”, here this is the third time of mentioned the same thing (see v.1-2). It seems that the apostle John emphasizes the verity of the life on purpose. “Declare to you”: declaration by words, conversation, etc.

“That you also may have fellowship with us”, “you … us” here it refers to horizontal fellowship among believers; “fellowship”, it is the spiritual fellowship in the life of the Lord. The only condition is eternal life. Therefore, the preachment of the gospel is required so that more people will “live by faith” (see Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:28). 

“Fellowship” in the original means partnership (see Luke 5:10 “partners”). Therefore, here fellowship means that believers share spiritual experiences and missions and blessings with one another because of the same life. 

“And truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ”, it is the vertical fellowship of those who are of God with the Trinity. The spirits of all those who have been born again are quickened by the Spirit so that their function of fellowship has been recovered, i.e. their fellowship with God in spirits has been recovered. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In order to enable men have fellowship with God, He sent His Son to become the flesh (see v.1-2) and the propitiation for our sins (see 2:2) so that men will live by faith (see 5:13).

2) All real believers have already got the function of having fellowship with God. And the more they have fellowship with God, the more shall they “see” and “hear” in spirit, namely, the more shall they know God. 

3) When believers know and experience God, they will not only have joy in their own spirits but also be willing to declare the God in whom they find joy to others so as to enable them also to know and enjoy God.

4) Believers have not only vertical fellowship with God but also horizontal fellowship with one another. Both of them consist of perfect fellowship. The formers one enlarges the latter one. 

5) “The eternal life” we have obtained (see v.2), as the life of common creatures, has two basic characteristics: a) the pursuit of survival and growth; b) the desire of having fellowship with the life of the same species;

6) “Fellowship” in the original has deep meaning ---- “we believers belong to each other”. Believers are members who are jointed with and rely on one another. 

7) True spiritual fellowship among believers can be fulfilled among believers by the living relationship with Christ only. 

8) The preachment of the gospel is not the end, but a starting point, which leads to the fellowship between God and men and among men so that all will be filled with joy (see v.4).

9) The preachment of Christ is paving a path for fellowship. The more Christ believers preach, the wider the range of the fellowship and the higher of its level will be. 

10) If we only bring men into “human fellowship” or a kind of social activity after we have preached the gospel, it has gone against the real purpose of our preachment of the gospel. Therefore, whether believers in the church have come into real oneness in spirit can test whether our preachment of the gospel has been successful.

11) It is the best way of resisting the heresies for believers to have normal fellowship with God and believers. 

1John. 1:4 “And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.” 

YLT: “and these things we write to you, that your joy may be full.”

Meaning of Words: “joy”: cheerfulness, gladness; “full”: make complete, complete, perfect;

Literal Meaning: “and these things we write to you”, “these things”, in a narrow sense, they refer to the previous three verses, but in a broad sense, all the words in this epistle. “Write to you”, here the writer suggests there are two purpose of writing this epistle: a) that you may have fellowship with us (see v.3); b) that your joy may be full. 

“That your joy may be full”, “joy”, it is not only the joy of salvation but more the joy brought by the fellowship in life. “Joy … be full”, the continual and full and complete joy; it is also “that our joy may be full” in some old scriptures. It is the source of joy of helping others, so it is not only those who are helped but also those who help will have joy. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is not a bitter ministry of preaching the gospel and Christ, but an amazing way of partaking of joy with others (see Phil. 2:18).

2) The bitterness of men is because they have been afar off God and fallen into sins and transgresses. Only those who have received the way of life and have been delivered from sins will have fellowship with God and obtain true joy. 

3) The source of believers’ joy is the fellowship with the God of life and with believers (see v.3), because there is no true joy without the Lord of life.

4) The joy by fellowship is the deep joy in spirit, which is deeper and fuller and more permanent than that in soul.

5) Christians are not satisfied with material riches or mental enjoyment, nor pursue money or ranks, because we have more attractive pursuit than these ---- full joy obtained by fellowship. 

6) There are two secrets of joy: a) let our soul magnify the Lord that our spirit will rejoice in God (Luke 1:46-47). Therefore, let us exalt the Lord, not men; b) let us seek the profit of others first (see 1Cor. 10:33), not that of our own (Rom. 15:1). 

1John. 1:5 “This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.” 

YLT: “And this is the message that we have heard from Him, and announce to you, that God is light, and darkness in Him is not at all;”

Meaning of Words: “light”: to shine or make manifest; “hear”: come to ears; “declare”: announce, preach, report; “message”: announcement;

Literal Meaning: “God is light”, “light” according to this verse (1:5-10; 2:8-11) is opposite to “darkness”, and “darkness” has the following meanings: a) which is of sin (see v.8); b) which commits sins (see v.10); c) sins include lies, not practice of the truth (see v.6), self-deceit, lack of truth in heart (see v.8), making God a liar, having no His word in hearts (see v.10), hating brothers (see 2:9, 11); (see 2:11); d) blindness, not know where one is going (see 2:11).

  Therefore, “God is light”, which shows: a) God is light and holiness and goodness (see v.7); b) truth (see v.8); c) faithfulness and righteousness (see v.9); d) reality (see v.10); e) true light and shining all (see 2:8); f) discerning all the facts (see 2:11);

  “And in Him is no darkness at all”, it indicates that God has not any nature or condition against that “He is light”. 

  “This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you”, note that this is the third time of mentioning the word “declare” in this chapter. The first declaration is because of “having seen…” (see v.2), and the second one is due to “having seen and having heard …” (see v.3), and the third one is because of “having heard …”. We have to see and hear from the Lord ahead so that we will be able to declare Him to others. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “God is light”, and He is the true light (see 2:8). All the light in the world is merely the illustration and symbol of the true light. The nature of the light manifests the nature of God:

a. Light dispels darkness. And God tolerates no sin or evil.

b. Light exposes. Everything before the light of God is naked and laid bare to his eyes (see Ps. 36:9; Heb. 4:13).

c. Light illuminates and guides. God shines and leads us the way that we have to walk in by the light of life (see Ps. 36:9; 56:13).

d. Light disinfects and sterilizes. The light of God is with healing in His wings (see Mal. 4:2).

e. Light comforts and encourages. The great light of God shines upon the people sitting in darkness (see Matt. 4:16).

2) “God is light”. Once man has seen God, he will see light. If we have real fellowship with God, we will not walk in darkness (see v.6).

3) The entrance of God’s words gives light (Ps. 119:130). If we desire to know clearly our situations and future, we have to take the word of God as a lamp unto our feet and a light unto my path (Ps. 119:105). 

4) If we want to preach the Lord’s messages, we have to firstly hear His on-going words and preach to men and profit them. 

1John. 1:6 “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” 

YLT: “if we may say -- `we have fellowship with Him,' and in the darkness may walk -- we lie, and do not the truth;”

Meaning of Words: “fellowship”: intercourse, partnership; “walk”: go, live; “lie”: utter untruth; “not practice”: not keep, not do; “truth”: reality, verity; 

Literal Meaning: “if we say that we have fellowship with Him”, “if we say”, the same phrase appears three times in this chapter (see v.6, 8, 10), which quotes the saying of heretical teachers ---- here this is the first heretical saying; “have fellowship with”, the heretical teachers claim that they draw near to God and have fellowship with God. 

“And walk in darkness”, “walk in darkness”, the works are completely different from the nature of God “who is light” (see v.5), dark and shameful (see Eph. 5:11-12). 

“We lie and do not practice the truth”, “lie”, it shows that their saying of “having fellowship with God” is groundless and false. “Do not practice the truth”: it means that one’s walking goes against the truth that “God is light”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The real condition of a Christian is not according to his words, but his conversations.

2) One cannot have fellowship with God unless he gets away from the darkness. All things of darkness will prevent the fellowship with God. 

3) No one can call him a Christians and yet still live an immoral life in sins. 

4) If a proud man does not know utterly his pride, he is not only in pride but also in darkness.

5) If a man only expresses his good expectation but is unwilling to practice in his conversation, he is a liar and his good expectation is untrue. 

6) C. H. Dodd said, “The church is a living group that believes a pure and good God and endeavors to do good” (see Eph. 2:10).

7) Truth is not a kind of abstract theory, but a practical principle. Truth not only lies in man’s mind but also manifests in the real life activities. 

8) Truth is both rational and moral, which practices man’s mind as well as the whole personality. 

9) All that destroys our fellowship with God and men is not real truth. In other words, teachings of real truth will foster the fellowship. 

1John. 1:7 “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

YLT: “and if in the light we may walk, as He is in the light -- we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son doth cleanse us from every sin;”

Meaning of Words: “light”: brightness; “walk”: go, tread; “as”: like; “fellowship”: partnership; “cleanse”: make … clean, purge; “sin”: miss the mark;

Literal Meaning: “if we walk in the light”, it means that our conversations are according to the nature of God “who is light” (see v.5), i.e. walk in the light of God’s holiness, or in the light of God’s truth, no darkness at all. 

“As He is in the light”, as God who bears not “darkness”; it does not mean there is no sin, but we do not commit sins intentionally. 

“We have fellowship with one another”, this is the first result of our walking in light ---- draw near to God and have fellowship with God;

“And the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin”, “the blood of Jesus”: the blood of Him shedding on the cross for redemption; His blood has remitted not only our sins before we were saved but also those we have committed after we have been saved as long as we confess them (see v.9). “Cleanses”: just like we have not been defiled by the sin; “all sin”: all sins including that we have not realized. The second result of our walking in light is that all our sins are cleansed. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Righteousness has not fellowship with unrighteousness, nor light with darkness (see 2Cor. 6:14). If a believer desires to have fellowship with God, he has to walk in the light of God (see Ps. 36:9).

2) The blood of the Lord Jesus shedding on the cross can cleanse our sins before we were saved as well as all the sins that we have confessed after we have been saved (see v.9).

3) The great redemption of Christ not only justifies sinners but also sanctifies them before God. 

1John. 1:8 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

YLT: “if we may say -- `we have not sin,' ourselves we lead astray, and the truth is not in us;”

Meaning of Words: “deceive”: be out of the way, go astray;  

Literal Meaning: “if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves”, “if we say…”, this is the second saying of the heretical teachers (see v.6). The false teachers of heresies announce that the spirits of men are holy by nature and men’s external evil works have always nothing to do with their inner spirits. “Deceive ourselves”, one has obviously sinned, but he denies it for the sake of conscience ---- he is deceiving his conscience. 

  “And the truth is not in us”, since one has despised the truth in heart, truth will definitely not be in him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We are inborn sinners by nature. Though we have been saved, sin is still in us (see Rom. 7:20).

2) Whether man has sinned does not depend on the defense by his mouth, but on the feeling of his conscience (see Rom. 2:15). He who speaks with lying lips is deceiving himself.

3) He who denies sins not only deceives himself but also humiliates God, for God’s words tell us that all have sinned (see Rom. 3:9-10). Therefore, the truth will not be in such man. 

1John. 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

YLT: “if we may confess our sins, stedfast He is and righteous that He may forgive us the sins, and may cleanse us from every unrighteousness;”

Meaning of Words: “confess”: acknowledge, assent; “faithful”: trustful, trustworthy; “just”: righteous, equitable; “forgive”: forsake, leave; “unrighteousness”: injustice, wrongfulness;  

Literal Meaning: “if we confess our sins”, “confess our sins”: confess all the sins we have committed before God; 

“He is faithful and just”, “faithful”: God will definitely fulfill and keep His promises. “Just”: it means that God walks according to just and equitable principles without partiality. 

“To forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”, “forgive”: God will no longer remember our sins as if we have not sinned. “Cleanse”: clear away all the traces of our unrighteousness and make us wholly pure before Him;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The right attitude of Christians toward sin is not denial, but confession ---- confess that we may still sin and keep keen feeling of conscience and receive the light of God with equanimity. 

2) Some believers misunderstand the disposition of God and over-emphasize the love of God excessively but ignore the faithfulness and righteousness of God. They do not know that the righteousness of God should be firstly satisfied and then God will let His love come upon us according to His faithfulness. It is so not only before we were saved but also after we have been saved. 

3) God is faithful, who can not violate His promise to us. God is righteous, who cannot go against His principles of justice.

4) The problem of believers is not whether they have sinned but whether they have been forgiven by God. And the problem of believers is not whether they are righteous, but whether they have been cleansed by God. 

5) He who confesses and does not hide his sins will be forgiven by God and his transgresses will be covered (Ps. 32:1-5). The unrighteousness of he who does not find excuses for his unrighteousness will be cleansed by God

1John. 1:10 “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” 

YLT: “if we may say -- `we have not sinned,' a liar we make Him, and His word is not in us.”

Meaning of Words: “sin”: miss the mark; “make”: cause, appoint; “word”: utterance (logos); 
Literal Meaning: “if we say that we have not sinned”, “if we say…”, this is the third saying of the false teachers of heresies (see v.6, 8); “we have not sinned”: have never committed any sin (see v.9);

“We make Him a liar”, it is because that God’s word has pointed again and again that all have sinned (see Rom. 3:23; 1King 8:46; Ps. 14:3; Eccl. 7:20; Is. 53:6). Therefore, since the false teachers of the heresies declare that they have not sinned, they have obviously made God a liar. 

“And His word is not in us”, since man does not respect God’s word and makes Him a liar, God’s word can not work in such man. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Man’s word is unreliable, but God’s word is reliable. Our real condition is truly what God has spoken concerning us. 

2) When a man despises God’s word and sticks to defend for himself, he has just make God a liar. Actually, it is not God but man himself is a liar. 

3) Only when we honor the word of God and walk according to it will His word abide in us.

4) The condition of believer’s fellowship with God is not whether we have sinned, but whether we have confessed our sins, and not whether we are holy, but whether we have asked for remission according to His word. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Five Stages of the Will God Appoints for “the Word of Life”

A. From the beginning (v.1);

B. Manifestation (v.2);

C. Bear witness (v.2-3);

D. Fellowship (v.3);

E. Joy be full (v.4);

Fellowship in Light

A. The origin of the fellowship ---- the Word of life from the beginning, namely, the eternal life which was with the Father (v.1, 3);

B. The reason of the fellowship ---- was manifested that men have seen and heard (v.2-3);

C. The extension of the fellowship ---- bear witness … declare … (v.2-3, 5);

D. The purpose of the fellowship ---- the joy of one another shall be full (v.4);

E. The principle of the fellowship ---- practice the truth and walk in light (v.6-7);

F. The remedy of the fellowship ---- confess one’s sins and be cleansed by the Lord’s blood (v.7-9);

G. The maintenance of the fellowship ---- the word that is in us (v.10);

Three False Sayings ---- “If We Say”

A. That we have fellowship with God and yet walk in darkness (v.6) ---- deny that sins will influence men’s relation with God.

B. That we have no sin (v.8) ---- deny that the relation of the works of the flesh with the holiness of the spirit;

C. That we have not sinned (v.10) ---- deny that the relation of the immoral works with sin;

Five “If”s ---- Elements of Fellowship

A. The first and second “if”s (v.6-7) ---- walk in the light;

B. The third and fourth “if”s (v.8-9) ---- confess sins and be forgiven;

C. The fifth “if” (v.10) ---- by the propitiation (see 2:1-2); 

1 John Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter
How to Keep the Fellowship 

A. Be forgiven by God the Father by Jesus Christ, the righteous (v.1-2);

B. Abide in light through keeping the Lord’s commandment of love (v.3-11);

1. Only those who know the Lord keep the commandment of love (v.3-4);

2. Only those who abide in the Lord keep the commandment of love (v.5-6);

3. This commandment of love is an old and new commandment (v.7-8);

4. He who loves brothers abides in light (v.9-11);

C. Keep the fellowship by the knowledge of life (v.12-29);

1. Know the difference between the Father and the world (v.12-17);

2. Know the difference between Jesus Christ and antichrist (v.18-23);

3. Know the difference between the teachings of the anointment and that of man (v.24-27);

4. Those who abide in the Lord and practice righteousness are born of Him (v.28-29);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

1John. 2:1 “My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 

YLT: “My little children, these things I write to you, that ye may not sin: and if any one may sin, an advocate we have with the Father, Jesus Christ, a righteous one,”

Meaning of Words: “children”: infants; “Advocate”: intercessor, consoler, comforter; “the righteous”: the just; 

Literal Meaning: “my little children, these things I write to you”, “children”, the love and care of the elders to juniors in the house of God are manifested here; “these things” refer to the word in the first chapter of this book, especially verse five to ten that he who confesses his sins will be forgiven. 

“So that you may not sin”, “not sin”, not sin intentionally, namely, be not indulged in the flesh but let God’s word of life in us (see 3:9; 5:18);

“And if anyone sins”, “sin”: commit sins occasionally (see Rom. 7:18-20).

“We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”, “the Father”: God in the heavens (see Heb. 4:14); here, it mentions “Father” instead of “God”, which seems to regard believers’ sins against God as occasional cases in the house of God; “Advocate”, the Lord Jesus is the defender, who provides help and becomes an intercessor for us before God (see Heb. 7:22-25); “Jesus Christ the righteous”, it means that the Lord Jesus is completely without sin, but he has borne the punishment of sin for us and satisfied the requirements of God’s righteousness; Only He is able to defend for us, so His intercession must appease the righteous wrath of God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God is perfect, so His requirements for His people must also be perfect. God does not say that we may sin less, but not sin (see John 8:11).

2) If a believer relies on God’s grace of remission selfishly, he will see light of sins. He will not take care of his conversation since God will forgive him (see 1:7-9).

3) We believers are merely “human beings”. Therefore, when we reject sins by the Lord, we may still commit sins again. Thanks God! He has prepared for our possible failure.

4) There are two improper responses to sins for abnormal Christians ---- sin with boldness without any restraint, and be unable to overcome sins and become faint and discouraged in mind.

5) “With the Father”, it indicates that even though the fellowship of believers with God may be interrupted because of sins, the relationship of God the Father with the children will never be broken.

6) The Lord Jesus has become the Advocate of a better covenant. He is able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them (Heb. 7:22, 24). 

1John. 2:2 “And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 

YLT: “and he -- he is a propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the whole world,”

Meaning of Words: “propitiation”: atonement, expiator; “only”: merely;   

Literal Meaning: “and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins”, “our sins”: all our sins, including those we have committed after we have been saved; “propitiation”: sacrifices that appease the wrath of God; the Lord Jesus not only makes intercessions for our sins (see v.1) but also becomes the sacrifice that appeases the wrath of God ---- who sacrificed Himself on the cross and became the only offering appeasing the wrath of God.

“And not for ours only but also for the whole world”, “ours”: that of believers; “the whole world”: people in the world of all generations; the Lord’s redemption on the cross is for all sinners in the world, but only those who believe will enjoy such effect. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus is both “Advocate” (see v.1) and “propitiation”. And he is also the High Priest and the sacrifice. 

2) The Lord is the “propitiation”, who is able enough to redeem the relation of God with the whole world. However if man is unwilling to believe and receive, he is unable to experience the redemption. 

3) The Lord is both our “propitiation” when we are saved to be reconciled with God and our “propitiation” after we are saved to keep the fellowship with God.

1John. 2:3 “Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” 

YLT: “and in this we know that we have known him, if his commands we may keep;”

Meaning of Words: “keep”: hold fast, watch, preserve; “commandments”: injunctions, precepts; 
Literal Meaning: “if we keep his commandments”, “if”, here it points out another condition of having fellowship with God. The first two verses are the negative conditions, and verses from three to eleven are the positive conditions. “Keep his commandments”: keep the commandment given by the Lord that we shall love one another (see John 13:34). 

  “By this we know that we know him”, “know”: consciousness in oneself; “know him”: subjective and personal knowledge; there are two words of “know” in Greek: one (ginosko) is the objective knowledge acquired by learning, and the other one (oida) is the subjective knowledge obtained from personal experience. And the two “know”s in this verse belong to the latter one. In the original, the second know is in the present perfect tense, showing that the acquisition of such knowledge is ongoing. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We need to recover our fellowship with God by the Lord Jesus but also accelerate and develop our fellowship with God by keeping the Lord’s commandments.

2) The real secret of “knowing oneself and the Lord” is that one has to experience the Lord’s loving bowel in conversation and keep the Lord’s commandment of love.

3) Believers shall learn to know God through knowledge and practical experience of the Lord’s word.

4) Any knowledge that can not make us determined to keep the truth of God is vain and valueless to us, just like that priests and scribes clearly knew that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem and yet paid little attention to the visitation of the magi from the east (see Matt. 2:1-8).

1John. 2:4 “He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

YLT: “he who is saying, `I have known him,' and his command is not keeping, a liar he is, and in him the truth is not;”

Meaning of Words: “know”: understand; “keep”: hold fast, watch, preserve; “commandments”: injunctions, prescriptions; “truth”: reality, verity; 
Literal Meaning: “He who says, "I know Him"”, “He”: he who confesses he is a believer, including false teachers or true believers who have failed; “I know Him”, many people like to confess that they know the Lord so as to exalt themselves and teach others. 

“And does not keep His commandments”, “keep”: the present tense shows that it is a continuous action. “Does not keep His commandments”: fail to manifest the brotherly love in daily conversation 

“Is a liar, and the truth is not in him”, “liar”, the one who confesses that he knows the Lord and walks oppositely; “the truth is not in him”: the word of the truth seems to be nothing to such man.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Right faith is the foundation of normal life. Whether a man has right faith can be seen from his conversations.

2) Normally we Christians keep the commandments of the Lord and abstain from sins, though we may sin occasionally (see v.1, 1:8).

3) He who confesses the Lord and disobeys the Lord’s commandments is the worst liar in the world. 

1John. 2:5 “But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.” 

YLT: “and whoever may keep his word, truly in him the love of God hath been perfected; in this we know that in him we are.”

Meaning of Words: “keep”: preserve, hold fast, watch; “word”: logos; “love”: divine love (agape); “truly”: really; “perfected”: finished, make perfect, consecrated; “know”: understand;

Literal Meaning: “whoever keeps His word”, “His word”, it is larger than “the Lord’s commandments” (see v.4). “Keep His word”, it includes keeping the Lord’s commandment of love. 

“Truly the love of God is perfected in him”, “the love of God” is perfect, but the manifestation of love in believers varies according to their spiritual conditions respectively. And the divine love will be perfected in all believers as they keep the Lord’s word. 

“By this we know that we are in Him”, “we know”: know consciously (see v.3); “we are in Him”, only he who is in the Lord will love God and men by the divine love. He who does not abide in the Lord will love God and men by “the conditional human love” (phileo). Therefore, we shall know whether we are in the Lord. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The Lord’s word” and “God’s love” are interrelated. The degree the Lord’s word has influenced us will decide how much the love of God has been perfected in us.

2) When we are willing to keep the Lord’s word, the love of God has been perfected to fulfill the purpose of enabling us to obey Him.

3) Obedience and love can test whether one is a true believer and are elements of living in light.

4) Whether a believer has lived in the Lord is decided by whether “the love of God” has been perfected in him (see 3:14).

1John. 2:6 “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.” 

YLT: “He who is saying in him he doth remain, ought according as he walked also himself so to walk.”

Meaning of Words: “abide”: dwell, live; “ought to”: have to; “as”: according to; “walk”: conduct; 

Literal Meaning: “He who says he abides in Him”, “abiding in Him” is deeper than “being in the Lord” (see v.5). “Abides in Him”, it means that abiding in the Lord continuously has becoming a habitual pattern of one’s life.

  “Ought himself also to walk just as He walked”, “as He walked”, here it especially refers to the Lord’s love to us. “Walk just as He walked”, it means that we shall also love one another (see John 13:34). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall not be merely satisfied that we “are in the Lord” but seek further to “abide in the Lord”.

2) “Abide in the Lord” is “walking with the Lord” ---- let us walk as the Lord walks.

3) The closer the relation of believers with the Lord is, the more shall believers’ interpersonal relationship be influenced. We cannot be too spiritual to regard others. 

4) We are responsible to make our walking worthy of the gracious calling we are called (see Eph. 4:1). 

1John. 2:7 “Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning.” 

YLT: “Brethren, a new command I write not to you, but an old command, that ye had from the beginning -- the old command is the word that ye heard from the beginning;”

Meaning of Words: “new”: fresh; “commandment”: prescription, precept, injunction; “from the beginning”: at the outset; “word”: logos; 

Literal Meaning: “brethren, I write no new commandment to you”, “new commandment”: a commandment that believers have not heard before with no record in the Scriptures;  

“But an old commandment which you have had from the beginning”, “from the beginning”: from the time when we believed the Lord; “old commandment”: the commandment that we had once received; 

“The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning”, “the word which you heard” refers to the commandment of “loving one another” given to us by the Lord (see John 13:34). 

Here, “new … old”, it is not “that is new or old” by nature, but in time. That believers have heard before is old, and that have not is new. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Heretics often boast of the “new” teachings. However, many Christians also prefer the new to the old and are not drawn by the truth they heard before so that the heretical teachings creep in.

2) Though believers have to leave the word of the beginning and go on to full growth (Heb. 6:1), they shall not reject the word of the beginning, namely, the word we heard when we had just believed the Lord. 

1John. 2:8 “Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.” 

YLT: “again, a new command I write to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness doth pass away, and the true light doth now shine;”

Meaning of Words: “again”: anew; “true”: real; “passing away”: departing, going away; “shine”: appear, be seen; 

Literal Meaning: “again, a new commandment I write to you”, though the commandment itself is not new (see v.7), to we believers, we will always find a kind of new light and feeling in our practice and experience new provision and power. Therefore, “the new commandment” is different from that in verse seven. Here, it is the new by nature. 

“Which thing is true in Him and in you”, “true in Him”, the Lord’ revelation and provision to we believers are always new everyday. “And in you”, our feeling on and experience of this commandment are also fresh everyday. 

“Because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining”, “darkness”: the darkness of sin and hating brothers (see 1:6; 2:9); “is passing away”, if believers keep the Lord’s commandment of love, his power of sin and hatred toward brothers will decrease and vanish finally because of the Lord’s provision. “True light”, the light shone out of the Lord’s life and His word (see 2Cor. 4:4-6). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Every time we believers read the word of God and enjoy and experience the Lord’s life, we will have new feelings and light, for the Spirit always renews us in us (see Titus 3:5).

2) If we live in the “old man” of us, everything is old. However, if we live in the Lord, everything has become new (see 2Cor. 5:17).

3) Darkness cannot resist the true light. The more we draw near to the true light, the more will the darkness in us vanish. 

1John. 2:9 “He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.” 

YLT: “he who is saying, in the light he is, and his brother is hating, in the darkness he is till now;”

Meaning of Words: “hate”: detest;  

Literal Meaning: “he who says he is in the light, and hates his brother”, “in the light”: that is, “in the Lord” (see v.5), keep the fellowship with the Lord; “and hates his brother”, it points that the nature of “hatred” is completely opposite to that of “light”. 

  “Is in darkness until now”, “until now”, the condition of such man has not changed yet. “Is in darkness”: he was in darkness and is still in darkness. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The conversations of some Christians go against their words. Their walking is utterly unworthy of their words that seem to be spiritual. 

2) Hatred toward brothers is darkness. He who hates brothers does not know the Lord or himself, for he is in darkness. 

3) Our relationship with brothers reflects that whether we are in light or darkness. The real spiritual condition of a man can be clearly seen from how he treats with his brothers. 

1John. 2:10 “He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.” 

YLT: “he who is loving his brother, in the light he doth remain, and a stumbling-block in him there is not;”

Meaning of Words: “love”: the divine love; “abide”: dwell, live, inhabit; “stumbling”: stumbling-block;

Literal Meaning: “he who loves his brother abides in the light”, “love his brother”: here it refers to the actions of love, not the words of love only (see v.9; 3:18); “abides in the light”: “abide in the Lord” (see v.6), i.e. “walk with the Lord”.

  “And there is no cause for stumbling in him”, “stumbling”, make both oneself and others stumbled; “cause”: reason;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Love helps to clear away the barriers on the moral path. If we love brothers, we may understand how to avoid sinning against God and men.

2) If a Christian keeps sound relationship with the Lord, his path will be shone brightly. If once action is consistent with his words, he will not make others stumble. 

3) Our love or hatred toward others influences our judgment upon things around us and our actions. Therefore, it is true that out of the heart are the issues of life (Pro. 4:23). 

1John. 2:11 “But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

YLT: “and he who is hating his brother, in the darkness he is, and in the darkness he doth walk, and he hath not known whither he doth go, because the darkness did blind his eyes.”

Meaning of Words: “hate”: detest; “walk”: go, tread all around; “know”: consider, understand; 

Literal Meaning: “but he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness”, “in darkness”, it refers to the static situation without light. “Walk in darkness”: it refers to the dynamic situation in darkness. 

“And does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes”, “where he is going”: one has not direction on his path of life and is lost in darkness. “The darkness had blinded his eyes”: the darkness keeps his eyes shut (see Matt. 13:14-15); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Hatred destroys man’s morality, and finally it makes man dark.

2) Hatred causes three steps of corruption: a) the first step is in darkness; b) the second step is moving in darkness; c) the third step is that one loses his life direction in darkness. 

3) If people in one church hate those who are in another church, there must be problems in the doctrines the first church has received ---- possibly they are heretical doctrines out of darkness. 

1John. 2:12 “I write to you, little children, Because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake.” 

YLT: “I write to you, little children, because the sins have been forgiven you through his name;”

Meaning of Words: “forgiven”: remitted;

Literal Meaning: “I write to you, little children”, “children”, it can be proved by the next verse that children is a common name to all the members in the house of God, what ever their physical or spiritual age is. 

“Because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake”, “your sins”: all the sins we committed before we were saved, “for His name’s sake”, whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (Rom. 10:13); “are forgiven”: it is an accomplished fact. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our sins are forgiven for the sake of the Lord’s name. It is a real fact to all Christians.

2) God has cast all our sins behind His back (see Is. 38:17) and will not remember any more. Therefore, we need not to be worried about sins before we are saved. 

1John. 2:13 “I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father.” 

YLT: “I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him who from the beginning; I write to you, young men, because ye have overcome the evil. I write to you, little youths, because ye have known the Father:”

Meaning of Words: “fathers”: parents; “know”: be aware of, understand; “young men”: youth; “overcome”: subdue, conquer; “the wicked one”: the evil one;

Literal Meaning: “I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning”. “Fathers”: believers who are mature in life; “have known Him who is from the beginning”: they have already got knowledge of God in experience and such knowledge is ongoing; “who is from the beginning”: no matter in what condition they are, God is always true and living to them.

“I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the wicked one”, “young men”: believers are strong in faith and full of vitality (see v.14); “have overcome the wicked one”, they have overcome the schemes of the devil by the divine life (see 5:18). 

“I write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father”, “little children”: believers who are still young in the preliminary stage; “have known the Father”: know that God is the source of all provisions and He can meet all the needs in the house of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall know God from the objective truth as well as subjective experience and recognition, which will become our spiritual sources that never fade. 

2) Christians shall early learn the secret of overcoming the devil, that is, “” (Gal. 2:20).

3) At least, all believers have to know that God is the “Father”, the supplier of all the needs of the children of God (see 2Cor. 6:18).

1John. 2:14 “I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one.” 

YLT: “I did write to you, fathers, because ye have known him who from the beginning; I did write to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God in you doth remain, and ye have overcome the evil.”

Meaning of Words: “strong”: powerful; “abide”: dwell, live; 

Literal Meaning: “I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning”, this is the second repeat of the above-mentioned message (see v.13). 

“I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong”, “strong”: be strong in faith and have steadfast in spiritual war (see 1Pet. 5:9). 

“And the word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one”, “abides”: the word of God dwells in you lively; “have overcome the wicked one”: have the experience of overcoming the devil (see v.13);

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The word of God is the food for the growth of life as well as the equipment for spiritual war.

2) We believers have to seize the time to equip us with the word of God so that we are enabled to resist the devil if necessary. 

1John. 2:15 “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 

YLT: “Love not ye the world, nor the things in the world; if any one doth love the world, the love of the Father is not in him,”

Meaning of Words: “love”: agapao; “world”: orderly arrangement;  

Literal Meaning: “do not love the world or the things in the world”, “world”, the word has three aspects of meanings in the original: a) people in the world (John 3:16); b) the material world (Acts 17:24); c) the world ruled by the wicked one (see John 12:31). Here, the world refers to the third one, namely, the evil system that can occupy man’ heart. 

  “Things in the world”: the lusts of the world; the detailed explanations will be given in verse 16.

  “The love of the Father is not in him”, “the love of the Father”, believers love God and men with this divine love (see v.5; 4:19-21); “is not in him”, if believers love the world, the divine love will be shut in them. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The love of the world and the love of the Father cannot be together, for the friendship with the world is enmity with God (James. 4:4).

2) No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and will love the other, or he will hold to the one and despise the other (Matt. 6:24).

1John. 2:16 “For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world.” 

YLT: “because all that in the world -- the desire of the flesh, and the desire of the eyes, and the ostentation of the life -- is not of the Father, but of the world,”

Meaning of Words: “lust”: desire, lust, concupiscence; “eyes”: sight; “life”: the present state of existence, livelihood; “pride”: boasting, self-confidence;

Literal Meaning: “for all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh”, “for…”, the following words are the explanations why man cannot love both the world and God (see v.15). “The lust of the flesh”: the desires caused by our carnal needs, especially the passions and lusts beyond the normal need. 

“The lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—”, “the lust of the eyes” refers to the lust caused by sight, especially the evil lust beyond the limitation; “and the pride of life”: vain glory of the world, including the pursuit and boasting of reputation, fame, riches, etc. ---- the boasting of self-performance; 

“Is not of the Father but is of the world”, “is not of the Father”, it shows that the above-mentioned three kinds of lusts are not normal lusts of a man. For example, the normal appetite and desire of sleep for the purpose of living as well as the appreciation of good things by eyes are desires gifted by the Father. However, if they go beyond the normal limit, they will become abnormal desires, which are not the will of the Father. “Is not of the Father”, all the abnormal desires and covetousness and ambitions are products of the king of the world, the devil, by ruling the world and enticing men’s hearts. Therefore, all the evil lusts are of the world. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The historical fact of man’s falling (Gen. 3:6) shows that man’s sin is caused by the covetousness for such three lusts: a) goof food ---- the lust of the flesh; b) delight to the eyes ---- the lust of the eyes; c) make men wise ---- the pride of life.

2) The Lord Jesus overcomes the temptations of the devil (Luke 4:1-12), which shows that His life enables us to overcome the world: a) refuse to turn the stone to food ---- overcome the lust of the flesh b) refuse the glory of all the kingdoms of the world ---- overcome the lust of the eyes, c) refuse to cast himself down from the edge of the temple ---- overcome the pride of life.

1John. 2:17 “And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” 

YLT: “and the world doth pass away, and the desire of it, and he who is doing the will of God, he doth remain -- to the age.”

Meaning of Words: “but”: only; “will”: desire, pleasure; “abide”: dwell;

Literal Meaning: “and the world is passing away, and the lust of it”, “is passing away”, things in the world exist transiently and are soon cut off (see Ps. 90:10), so let us not love the world and things in the world (see v.15). 

“But he who does the will of God abides forever”, “does the will of God”: keep the will of God always; “abides forever”, it means that all things and people that keep the will of God have the everlasting value. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Let believers not spend much energy or power or time on things that are passing away, but choose things of eternal value and be diligent so as not be in vain (see 1Cor. 15:58; Rev. 14:13).

2) We can know from this verse that the world and the lusts in the world are opposite to the will of God. Therefore, let us be content with sustenance and covering (1Tim. 6:8), and escape from the pursuit of things of the world (see 1Tim. 6:11). 

1John. 2:18 “Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.” 

YLT: “Little youths, it is the last hour; and even as ye heard that the antichrist doth come, even now antichrists have become many -- whence we know that it is the last hour;”

Meaning of Words: “Antichrist”: opponent of the Messiah; “many”: abundant, plenteous; “come”: exist, become;   

Literal Meaning: “little children, it is the last hour”, “the last hour”: in the New Testament, the period before the second coming of Christ is often described as “the last day” or “the last hour” (see Matt. 24:14; John12:48). Here, “the last hour” seems to emphasize the immediacy of time.

“And as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming”, “the Antichrist”, it is a particular character that will appear in the last day (see 2Thess. 2:3-10), who opposes against the Lord Jesus. 

“Even now many antichrists have come”, “many antichrists”: false prophets and false teachers that are taken advantage of by Satan. Their teachings especially deny the deity of Christ and deny Jesus is Christ and that He is the Son of God (see v.22). 

“By which we know that it is the last hour”, before Christ’s coming, one of signs is that there shall arise false Christs (see Matt. 24:24) and the Antichrist (see 2Thess. 2:1-4). Note that Christ is different from the Antichrist. The false Christ is that one disguises himself as Christ with deceitfulness, but the Antichrist opposes against Christ and denies the deity of Christ. When we see the lawless things, we will know the Lord’s coming is near. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All those who are of the Lord have a common desire ---- (see Rev. 21:20). Therefore, to us, we have to have the sense of “the last hour” at every moment and prepare to see Him at any time (Amos 4:12).

2) Though the particular person “the Antichrist” (or the man of sin, or the beast) has not appeared, many people that have the spirit opposing against Christ emerge in endlessly and everywhere and attract many followers. We have to watch and take heed to it.  . 

1John. 2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.” 

YLT: “out of us they went forth, but they were not of us, for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but -- that they might be manifested that they are not all of us.”

Meaning of Words: “out from”: out of; “continue”: abide, dwell; “manifest”: reveal, show;

Literal Meaning: “they went out from us, but they were not of us”, “went out from us”: their apparent condition is changed; “were not of us”: the inner nature is different. The heretical teachers call themselves believers, but actually they have problems in the preliminary stage of faith. It is stated in the Scriptures that they were brought in surreptitiously (see Gal. 2:4; Jude v.4). Apparently, they are in us, but actually they are not of us.

“For if they had been of us, they would have continued with us”, “they would have continued with us”, it means that even though they are not physically in the same place, they still have the same fellowship in spirit (see Col. 2:5).

“But they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us”, “went out”, it contains the meaning of division; “manifest”: show the fact by the external actions; “that none of them were of us”, they were not real believers. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The nature of a man may often be manifested in his external actions.

2) All that have not really believed Christ are not of the body of Christ. The real fact will be given away sooner or later (see Luke 12:2).

3) The faith of a real Christian has the persistent nature. Whatever difficulties he meets, his faith will become ever steadfast.

1John. 2:20 “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.” 

YLT: “And ye have an anointing from the Holy One, and have known all things;”

Meaning of Words: “Holy one”: the sacred; “anointing”: unction; “know”: see, perceive; 
Literal Meaning: “but you have an anointing from the Holy One”, “the Holy One” refers to the Lord Jesus (see John 6:69; Acts 3:14). “Anointing” (see John 14:16-17; 16:13). “Have an anointing”, the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

“And you know all things”, “you know”, all true believers should know that all those who have born again have the indwelling-Spirit, who teach believers in everything so that they will know the Trinity and the truth.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God the Father sent the Spirit in believers to be the Comforter because of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (see John 14:26). This is the fact that all Christians have to know. 

2) The Spirit we have received is like the anointing by nature. By the anointing we will be enabled to know the Father (see v.13) and the truth (see v.21).

3) Every believer is able to receive spiritual knowledge, no matter how long he has been in the Lord, or whatever his life condition is (see 8:11).

4) The Spirit is the best teacher, who not only teaches us the truth but also leads us into the truth (John 16:13 the original), and teaches us both objective knowledge as well as the subjective knowledge. 

1John. 2:21 “I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.” 

YLT: “I did not write to you because ye have not known the truth, but because ye have known it, and because no lie is of the truth.”

Meaning of Words: “know”: see, perceive; “truth”: reality; “lie”: falsehood; 

Literal Meaning: “I have not written to you because you do not know the truth”, “truth” does not refer to all the truth in the Scriptures, but the truth one has to know for their being saved, especially the basic knowledge of the Trinity and salvation, namely, the truth through which we are saved. 

“But because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth”, “you know”: all those who have been saved know the basic truth of salvation; “lie”, the devil is the father of the liar (John 8:44). Therefore, falsehood is one of the characteristics of sin. The purpose of all the lies of the heretical teachings is to gain the hearts of men. “That no lie is of the truth”, since falsehood and truth are completely opposite by nature, just as darkness and light, falsehood cannot be out of the truth. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Truth and falsehood cannot exist together. True faith has no communion with heresy.

2) Heretical teaching is deception by nature, which is the poison hidden in sugar. Believers cannot receive the truth that seems to be in agreement with the Scriptures without any differentiation. 

1John. 2:22 “Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son.” 

YLT: “Who is the liar, except he who is denying that Jesus is the Christ? this one is the antichrist who is denying the Father and the Son;”

Meaning of Words: “liar”: he who lies; “deny”: reject, forsake; “antichrist”: he who opposes Christ;

Literal Meaning: “who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?” “He who denies that Jesus is the Christ”, one of the heresies at that time emphasized Jesus is Jesus and Christ is Christ and Jesus is only a good man and Christ is the Son of God and both of them are irrelevant. Thus, the heretics denied the redemption of the cross. 

“He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son”, “denies the Father and the Son”, because he who denies the Son does not have the Father either (see v.23). Therefore, all those who deny that Jesus is the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father (John 1:18) deny the Father and the Son. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today, the liberal theology confesses the noble morality and teachings of Jesus only, and denies Jesus is the Son of God. Therefore, they do not confess all the miracles done by Jesus. They oppose against Christ.

2) The true faith of Christianity cannot be separated Jesus and Christ, nor the Father and the Son. Even though it is different between Jesus and Christ and Father and the Son concerning theological knowledge, they are the same basically. 

3) Even though some Christians confess Jesus is the Lord by mouth, they do not fear the Lord Jesus much. Such mind is the same as the mind of the antichrist. We have to be confident that the Lord Jesus we have believed is the living and true God (see 1Thess. 1:9).

1John. 2:23 “Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 

YLT: “every one who is denying the Son, neither hath he the Father,”

Meaning of Words: “deny”: reject, forsake; “acknowledge”: confess, profess; 

Literal Meaning: “whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either”, the Son and the Father are one (John 10:30; see Is. 9:6). Therefore, he who denies the Son does not have the Father.  
“He who acknowledges the Son has the Father also”, the Son is the declaration of the Father (see John 1:18). Therefore, he who confesses the Son had the Father. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Even though some religions or religious sects that confess “the concept of one God” confess the only true God ---- e.g. Muslim, Christian Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormon, the Liberal Theological Sect, and even some Judaists ---- they do not confess Jesus, the Son of God, or regard them as the second God. Therefore, they do not have God the Father. 

2) The Lord Jesus is the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes unto the Father, but by me (see John 14:6). Believers of the belief that “every way is to the true God” must be miserable in the end. 

1John. 2:24 “Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.” 

YLT: “Ye, then, that which ye heard from the beginning, in you let it remain; if in you may remain that which from the beginning ye did hear, ye also in the Son and in the Father shall remain,”

Meaning of Words: “abide”: dwell, live; 

Literal Meaning: “therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning”, “which you heard from the beginning”: the truth of the gospel, namely, the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude v.3). We have obtained the eternal life by faith (see 1:1-2). “Abide in you”, we shall not forsake the faith from the beginning, but let the word of life abide in us. 

“If what you heard from the beginning abides in you”, let the word of life be rooted and grow and bear fruit in the good land of us (see Matt. 13:8, 23)

“You also will abide in the Son and in the Father”, the sound word of life will bring intimate fellowship with God the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (see 1:3).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers shall keep the good truth of the gospel with diligence, but not let the “new doctrine” or “liberal theology” distort the truth from the beginning. 

2) Paul said, no matter who preaches the gospel to us what we have announced as glad tidings to us, let him be accused (see Gal. 1:8).

1John. 2:25 “And this is the promise that He has promised us--eternal life.” 

YLT: “and this is the promise that He did promise us -- the life the age-during.”

Meaning of Words: “promise”: announce, profess; “eternal life”: everlasting life; 

Literal Meaning: “and this is the promise that He has promised us--eternal life”, it suggests that the Son and the Father are one (see v.24). The promises that both the Lord and God have promised us are both the promise of eternal life (see 3:16; 6:40; 17:3). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us (2Cor. 1:20).

2) The eternal life that the Lord has promised to us is for our present enjoyment (see 5:13), not for the future merely.

3) Eternal life is the chief source of all spiritual blessings. And all spiritual blessings are substantiated in this eternal life. If there is no the eternal life, all the best graciousness and blessings will be in vain.

1John. 2:26 “These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you.” 

YLT: “These things I did write to you concerning those leading you astray;”

Meaning of Words: “concerning”: as to; “deceive”: entice, lead astray; 

Literal Meaning: “these things” refer to the words from verse 18 to 25. “Those who try to deceive you”: false teachers of the heresies. The heretics deny the Son, so they have no Father (see v.23). Their promises to men are all lies (see v.21-22). And the teachings of the truth are the words from the beginning so that man may have both the Father and the Son (see v.23) and have the promise of eternal life (see v.25). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The core of the problems is: what have we obtained from the teachings we have heard? Vain teachings? Or God Himself and His eternal life?

2) Christians need no other teaching beside the word of God to be the truth of God. Even though the heretical teachings are sounded superior and attractive, they are vain and flattering and unable to bring real life to men. 

1John. 2:27 “But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.” 

YLT: “and you, the anointing that ye did receive from him, in you it doth remain, and ye have no need that any one may teach you, but as the same anointing doth teach you concerning all, and is true, and is not a lie, and even as was taught you, ye shall remain in him.”

Meaning of Words: “anointing”: the anointing of oil; “teach”: instruct; “lie”: falsehood; “just as”: according as, like; 

Literal Meaning: “but the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you”, “the anointing which you have received from Him” refers to the Spirit (see v.20). 

“And you do not need that anyone teach you”, it does not mean that believers do not need the teaching of the teachers, for there is also a gift of teaching (see Eph. 4:11), but means that there is the anointing of the Spirit in real believers, writing the law of life into our hearts (2Cor. 3:3) so that we are enabled to know the Lord (Heb. 8:10-11). 

“But as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things”, “all things”: all things such as the daily life of believers, spiritual fellowship, ministry, etc.; “teaches you”, the Spirit in believers works according to the anointing so that believers shall know the will of God. 

“And is true, and is not a lie”, this verse is a contrast between the teaching of the anointing and the teaching of men. The teaching of the anointing are true, and the teaching of men are false. The difference between them is whether it has “the eternal life” (see v.25).

“And just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him”, “just as it has taught”: do not quench the Spirit (1Thess. 5:17) nor grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30); “abides in Him”: dwell in the Lord; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) True believers have two treasures with them: a) the word of God received from the apostle from the beginning (see v.24); b) the anointing received from the Holy One (see v.20), namely, the indwelling Spirit. Both of them enable us to lead a normal Christian life. 

2) The word of God without the anointing will become letter and rules (see 2Cor. 3:6). If the anointing is not according to the word of God, the unchanging truth will be replaced by personal experience and thus errors will be caused without realization. Partiality shall not be given to either aspect, or else errors will be caused.

3) The anointing makes normal relationship of men with the Lord (see v.20) and brings men to abide in the Lord (see v.24). And abiding in the Lord has strengthened the teaching of the anointing. Both of them influence one another. 

1John. 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.” 

YLT: “And now, little children, remain in him, that when he may be manifested, we may have boldness, and may not be ashamed before him, in his presence;”

Meaning of Words: “appear”: manifest, reveal, declare; “confidence”: frankness, bluntness, assurance; “ashamed”: feel shame;  

Literal Meaning: “and now, little children, abide in Him”, “little children” refers to all believers (see v.1, 12) without any distinction of age and life condition. “Abide in Him”, from 2:28 to 3:24, it raises another paragraph with the theme of the difference between “the children of God” (see 3:1-2) and “the children of the devil” (see 3:10). And the secret of the victory of God’s children is “abiding in the Lord” (see v.28; 3:6, 24). 

“That when He appears, we may have confidence”, “when He appears”: the Lord’s second coming; “have confidence”: be fearless before the judgment seat of Christ (see 2Cor. 5:10) because one is able to given an account of himself; 

“And not be ashamed before Him at His coming”, “at His coming”: at the Lord’s second coming (see Heb. 9:28); “not be ashamed”: not be punished by the Lord, but judged to go away from the countenance of the Lord and not reign with Him in the kingdom of one thousand years (see Rev. 20:4, 6), and be cast out into the outer darkness, weeping and gnashing of teeth (see Matt. 25:30) until the bride has been adorned for her husband (see Rev. 21:2). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Believers “who abide in the Lord” bear more fruit now (see John 15:4-5) and will be rewarded before the Lord in future.

2) He who “abides in the Lord” has intimate fellowship with Him and beholds His countenance will have confidence and not be ashamed before Him when He comes. 

1John. 2:29 “If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.” 

YLT: “if ye know that he is righteous, know ye that every one doing the righteousness, of him hath been begotten.”

Meaning of Words: “know” (the first one): be aware of, be conscious of (eido); “know” (the second one): be confident ();

Literal Meaning: “if you know that He is righteous”, “He is righteous”, the Lord is both “the Holy One” (see v.20) and “the Righteous One” (see v.1; Acts 3:14). He is utterly righteous, and He will judge according to righteousness when He comes again (see 1Tim. 4:8; 1Pet. 2:23). 

“You know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him”, “everyone who practices righteousness”, in a broad sense, it refers to all believers that are saved; in a narrow sense, it refers to overcomers; “practice”: the habitual and natural action; “is born of Him”, the children of God have the eternal life (see 5:11-13) and are partakers of the divine nature (2Pet. 1:4). Therefore, their works are worthy of righteousness. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) As He is, so are we in this world (see 4:17). Since He is righteous, we who are begotten by Him shall also be righteous. 

2) The secret of believers’ practicing righteousness is still “abiding in the Lord and walking according to His walking” (see v.6).

3) The normal conversation of Christians is the manifestation of the inner life. If we are able to let the righteous life manifest in us, we have practiced the righteousness. 

4) Our objective knowledge of the truth will bring us into deeper subjective knowledge. And such knowledge will yield practical activities. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Secrets of Keeping the Fellowship

A. The passive aspect:

1. To deal with “the sin” (v.1-2);

2. To deal with “the evil one” (v.13-14);

3. To deal with “the world” and “the flesh”(v.15-16);

4. To deal with the teachings of “the antichrist”(v.18-23);

B. The positive aspect:

1. Keep His commandments, the word of the Lord, and His walking (v.3-6);

2. Love brother and abide in light (v.7-11);

3. Know God, and love God and the word of God, and keep the will of God (v.13-17);

4. Abide in the Lord (v.24-28);

Three Aspects of Obedience 

A. Keep His commandments (v.3) ---- obey His teachings;

B. Keep the word of the Lord (v.5) ---- obey His words;

C. Walk as the Lord walked (v.6) ---- obey His examples;

Combination of Knowing and Doing

A. Know: know Him ---- do: keep His commandments (v.3-4);

B. Know: know of being in the Lord ---- do: keep the word of the Lord (v.5);

C. Know: know of abiding in the Lord ---- do: walk as the Lord walked (v.6);

Three Stages of Life

A. Little children (v.13) ---- who are young ---- know the Father;

B. Young men (v.13-14) ---- who are strong ---- overcome the evil one;

C. Fathers (v.13-14) ---- who are experienced ---- know Him who is from the beginning;

Reasons Why Believers Shall not Love the World

A. Because if anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him (v.15);

B. Because the lust of the world is not of the Father (v.16);

C. Because the world and the lust of it are not the will of God and are passing away (v.17);

Characteristics of the Antichrist in the Last Hour

A. They call them they are of us, but get away from the normal fellowship (v.19); 

B. They claim they know the truth, but their conversation goes against the truth (v.22a);

C. They call them Christians, but deny Jesus is Christ (v.22b) and do not magnify the Lord;

D. They call them teachers, but entice men away from the truth (v.26); 

1 John Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter
The Children of God

A. The love God has bestowed to us (v.1-2);

1. We are true children of God (v.1);

2. We shall be like Him (v.2);

B. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for the “seed” of God remains in him;

1. Whoever abides in Him does not sin (v.3-6);

2. Whoever has been born of God does not sin (v.7-10);

C. He who loves brothers has passed from death to life (v.11-18);

1. He who does not have love abides in death (v.11-14);

2. He who hates brothers has no eternal life (v.15);

3. He who love brothers has “the love of God” (v.16-18);

D. Keep a sound relationship with God (v.19-24);
1. We shall assure our hearts before Him (v.19-21);

2. Whatever we ask we receive from Him (v.22);

3. He abides in God, and God in him (v.23-24);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

1John. 3:1 “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.” 

YLT: “See ye what love the Father hath given to us, that children of God we may be called; because of this the world doth not know us, because it did not know Him;”

Meaning of Words: “behold”: see, perceive; “bestow”: give, commit; “love”: the divine love (agape); “children”: descendant; “world”: system; “know”: understand, feel;  

Literal Meaning: “behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us”, “behold”, it shows that there will be important messages to deliver and reminds the readers to pay attention to. “Father”, it indicates that the following words are spoken to the children of God; “what manner”, it shows that the love we have received is unspeakable and unsearchable (see Eph. 3:18-19). 

“That we should be called children of God”! “Be called the children of God”: we have got the identity and the true life; 

“Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him”, “the world”: unbelievers; “know”: know in experience, not knowledge only; “does not know us”, here it means that it is inconceivable to the world that we believers have got the new identity and new life when we are reborn and our outlook on life and walking are changed thereby. “It did not know Him”, the world does not know God and His love to the world and His plan of redemption and His power of life and the work of the Spirit at all. Since the world does not know God and God’s works, it will not know the transformation of believers because of the divine life nor everything that is manifested on us. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God sent His only begotten Son to die for us so that we are remitted. What great love it is (see Rom. 5:6-8). However, it is only a kind of means for the purpose that we may live through Him (1John 4:9).

2) Christians are not children adopted by God, but children born by God (see v.9).

3) We are truly the children of God. Therefore, it is so natural and intimate that we call Him “Abba, Father” (see Rom. 8:15).

4) It is important for believers to bear witness toward unbelievers by words, but it is more important to let them see God in our daily life and know God through us.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

1John. 3:2 “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 

YLT: “beloved, now, children of God are we, and it was not yet manifested what we shall be, and we have known that if he may be manifested, like him we shall be, because we shall see him as he is;”

Meaning of Words: “beloved”: agapetos; “now”: at present; “reveal”: manifest, show; “know”: be aware of, see; “like”: as; “see”: behold, gaze at;  

Literal Meaning: “beloved, now we are children of God”, we are sure of our present identity ---- the children of God, so we are partakers of the divine life and divine nature. 

  “And it has not yet been revealed what we shall be”, “what we shall be”, it does not mean we will not be children of God in future but we do not know our physical and spiritual life conditions in future. “Has not yet been revealed”, the coming condition of believers is not seen by sight or by man’s imagination.

  “But we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him”, “but we know”, God has at least revealed some mysteries to His servants ---- the apostles. “When He is revealed”, it refers to the second coming of the Lord; “we shall be like Him”, when we are raised to see the Lord, we will be transformed into the image of the heavenly (see 1Cor. 15:49), and finally the image of Christ (see Rom. 8:29). 

  “For we shall see Him as He is”, “for”, it tells us the reason why “we shall be like Him”; “we shall see Him as He is”, we Christians, looking on the glory of the Lord with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image (see 2Cor. 3:18 the original). However, it is still not so vivid and clear as the future. 

  Note: according to this verse, it seems that all believers will be like the Lord when they see Him. However, according to other verses, Christians who have failed will not lie down at table with the Lord but shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth in darkness (see Matt. 25:11-12, 30). Therefore, the proper explanation for this verse may be that our fleshly body will be transformed into the spiritual body. The image of the earthly shall become the image of the heavenly (see 1Cor. 15:44, 49). And we shall be perfectly like Him when we are prepared as a bride adorned for her husband (see Rev. 21:2). After the kingdom of one thousand years, Christians who have failed will pay the price to prepare them so that they will be perfectly like Him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We Christians are now being transformed ---- the outer man perishes, the inward is renewed day by day (2Cor. 4:16). And we will be like Him (see Phil. 3:21) when we see the Lord face to face. 

2) Beholding the glory of the Lord absolutely relates to our transformation of our image (see 2Cor. 3:18). Today, the more we draw near to the Lord and have fellowship with Him, the more will we be transformed. 

1John. 3:3 “And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” 

YLT: “and every one who is having this hope on him, doth purify himself, even as he is pure.”

Meaning of Words: “has”: obtain, gain; “hope”: expectation; “purify”: cleanse;  

Literal Meaning: “and everyone who has this hope in Him purifies”, “this hope” has two aspects of meaning: a) the hope for the manifestation of the Lord’s coming; b) hope that we shall be like Him (see v.2). “Purifies”, the present tense shows it is purifying ceaselessly. “Everyone purifies…”, it indicates that one walks without evil and lead a righteous life, just as the Lord is righteous (see v.7; 2:29).

  “Just as He is pure”, we seek to be as perfect and holy as the Lord (see Eph. 5:27). 

  Note: this verse proves that “we will be like Him” relates closely to our purification now. Before we see the Lord, if we do not purify ourselves with a price, we have to pay the price to prepare us. It is not like many Bible expositors have said that all Christians will be like the Lord as long as He reveals and this verse seems to be excessive, for the present condition has nothing to do with future. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christ in us is believers’ hope of glory (see Col. 1:27), because if we let the life of Christ grow in us, the life will be fulfilled in us that we will be like Him when He comes again. 

2) Whether we have purified us as “He is pure” has a close relation with the hope that we will be “like Him” (see v.2). Therefore, all believers who have the hope for glory have to let them be more like the Lord in their conversations now. 

3) It is evil and heretical of the little emphasis on believers’ present moral conduct with the thought that it is irrelevant to the divine will. (Note: some religious sects exalt man’s teaching but ignore the corruption of leaders’ conversation). 

1John. 3:4 “Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.” 

YLT: “Every one who is doing the sin, the lawlessness also he doth do, and the sin is the lawlessness,”

Meaning of Words: “commit”: do, act; “sin”: miss the mark; 

Literal Meaning: “whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness”, “commits sin”: commit sin habitually (see 2:1) and live in sin (see Rom. 6:2); “commit lawlessness”: commit lawless things habitually; 

  “And sin is lawlessness”, it is the definition of sin: sin is lawlessness and lawlessness is sin. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is possible for a true believer to be overtaken in sin (see 2:1). However, a true believer should not deal with sin seriously. 

2) Though we believers in the New Testament are not under the bondage of the law (see Gal. 5:1, 18), we have to still keep moral and be submit to “the law of Christ” (see Gal. 6:2).

3) Sin is unwillingness of neither obeying God nor receiving the discipline of God. In other words, he who intentionally disobeys the will of God has committed sin. 

1John. 3:5 “And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin.” 

YLT: “and ye have known that he was manifested that our sins he may take away, and sin is not in him;”

Meaning of Words: “know”: be aware of, see; “manifest”: reveal; “take away”: remove, get rid of;

Literal Meaning: “and you know that He was manifested to take away our sins”, “He was manifested”: the Lord Jesus was incarnated in the flesh; “take away”: He took away our sins by His crucifixion; 

“And in Him there is no sin”, “there is no sin”: it shows that He is holy, harmless, undefiled (Heb. 7:26). He does not know sin (2Cor. 5:21), and did no sin (1Pet. 2:22). He is totally without sin (Heb. 4:15). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29).

2) Jesus who has no sin in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh (Rom. 8:3). 

1John. 3:6 “Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.” 

YLT: “every one who is remaining in him doth not sin; every one who is sinning, hath not seen him, nor known him.”

Meaning of Words: “abide”: dwell, live, inhabit; “see”: gaze, behold; “know”: understand; 

Literal Meaning: “whoever abides in Him does not sin”, “abides in Him”: keep the fellowship of life with the Lord (see John 15:4-5); does not sin”: be not accustomed to commit sins (see v.4); note that it does not say “believers do not sin”, but that “he who abides in Him does not sin”. As long as we believers abide in the Lord, we will be not accustomed to sins. 

“Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him”, “sin”: be accustomed to lead a sinful life; “has neither seen Him”: has not seen the vision of the Lord nor received the revelation of the Lord, especially revelations concerning the Lord Himself; “nor known Him”: lack the personal experience of the Lord; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is the normal life to believers of abiding in the Lord. Sins are the habitual conduct of sinners. The normal believers live by the Spirit, but sinners live by soul. 

2) Christians are characterized by enjoying the fellowship with those who have the same divine life, i.e. enjoying the fellowship with God and brethren. Therefore, let us know the Lord more and escape from sins.

3) Abiding in the Lord enables us to be strong in spiritual life and see and know more the Lord. Life in sins makes man spiritual blind to the Lord and finally leads man to sin. 

1John. 3:7 “Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.” 

YLT: “Little children, let no one lead you astray; he who is doing the righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous,”

Meaning of Words: “deceive”: entice, lead…astray; “practice”: do; “righteousness”: justice, equity; “as”: like;  

Literal Meaning: “little children, let no one deceive you”, “deceive”: be led astray by man’s doctrine (see 2:26-27); 

“He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous”, “practices righteousness”: practice righteousness habitually (see 2:29); “righteous”: those whose walking is approved and justified by God; “just as He is righteous”, the Lord’s being is perfectly righteous (see 2:29);

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Things that are right in man’s eyes may not be right. Only God’s judgment is right. What is important is not man’s judgment, but God’s judgment. 

2) The righteous in the eyes of God must practice righteousness ---- no matter to God, or to men, or to things, he is always just and fair and clean and holy and lawful.  

3) The nature of a man decides the nature of his daily conversation. Hypocrisy deceives temporarily but cannot endure. 

1John. 3:8 “He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” 

YLT: “he who is doing the sin, of the devil he is, because from the beginning the devil doth sin; for this was the Son of God manifested, that he may break up the works of the devil;”

Meaning of Words: “devil”: opponent, accuser, slanderer; “destroy”: undo, dissolve, loosen; “works”: deeds, labor, acts;

Literal Meaning: “he who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning”, “he who sins”: he who commits sins habitually and lives in sins; “is of the devil”: be the children of the devil (see v.10); “for the devil has sinned from the beginning”: the devil is the root of sin ---- he was the first one that sinned and rebelled against God and he enticed man to sin after man was firstly created (see Gen. 3:1-5, 13-14);

  “For this purpose of the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil”, “the Son of God” refers to the Lord Jesus; “was manifested”: the Lord Jesus was incarnated and came to the world and was manifested after His resurrection; “destroy the works of the devil”: dissolve and undo the devil’s works of enticing men to sin; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The devil was a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44), who entices believers to deviate from the Lord and His truth by lies and deception (see 2Cor. 11:3).

2) It is the beginning of the Lord’s destroying the works of the devil that He overcame the temptations of the devil in the wilderness (see Matt. 4:1-11). He died on the cross and annulled him who has the might of death, that is, the devil (see Heb. 2:14). He was risen to give His life to those who believe Him so that they would turn from the power of Satan to God (see Acts 26:18).

3) Where the Lord Jesus is exalted, there will be no power of Satan. The best way for us to deal with the devil is calling the name of the Lord by mouth and magnifying the Lord in heart.

1John. 3:9 “Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.” 

YLT: “every one who hath been begotten of God, sin he doth not, because his seed in him doth remain, and he is not able to sin, because of God he hath been begotten.”

Meaning of Words: “born”: produce; “seed”: something sown; “remain”: dwell, abide; 

Literal Meaning: “whoever has been born of God does not sin”, “born of God”: the children of God, who are born again by the Spirit because of faith (see John 3:5-7) and have the divine life (see 5:12-13); “does not sin”: does not sin habitually; 

“For His seed remains in him”, “His seed” has three kinds of meaning: a) which refers to “the life of God” that is planted into man when he was just saved; b) which refers to “the Holy Spirit” ---- all the activities of believers’ new life is started from the Spirit; c) which refers to “the word of God” ---- the life of God is sown into the land of man’s heart by the word of God and then springs up and grows and bears fruit (see Matt. 13:18-23).

“And he cannot sin, because he has been born of God”, “cannot sin”: can not always sin or live in sins; “because he has been born of God”, since believers are born by God, they have the life of God. And this life does not allow any believer to live in sins or commit sin presumptuously. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If believers live by the life of “the old man”, he cannot help from sinning. However, if they live in the divine life, he will not and cannot sin. 

2) The devil always entices men to sin (see v.8). But the seed of God guides and strengthens men to enable them not to sin. The inclination of believers decides their condition. 

3) The life of God can in no wise “sin”. The problem to us is whether we have let the life of God reign in us. 

1John. 3:10 “In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.” 

YLT: “In this manifest are the children of God, and the children of the devil; every one who is not doing righteousness, is not of God, and he who is not loving his brother,”

Meaning of Words: “manifest”: reveal; “children”: offspring, descendent; “love”: agapao; 

Literal Meaning: “in this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest”, “are manifest”, whether a man often sins shows his identity; “the children of God”: those who are born of God and have the life of God and become partakers of the nature of God; “the children of the devil”: those who are of the devil and are enticed by the devil and controlled by the “works of the devil”; 

  “Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother”, “does not practice righteousness”: do not walk according to the righteousness; “does not love his brother”: do not deal with brothers according to the loving nature of God; the works of righteousness emphasize the external conversations, and the love of brothers emphasizes the inner heart. And definitely, a loving heart will yield loving works (see v.18).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The righteous works and the love of brothers are the nature of the children of God. Unrighteousness and hatred toward brothers are the nature of the devil’s children.

2) When a man has truly been born by God and has obtained the divine life and nature, he will naturally have the inclination of doing righteousness and loving brothers without any teaching or exhortation of others. If we lack this inclination, we may have not clearly been saved ---- we have knowledge only, but no practical experience.

1John. 3:11 “For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,” 

YLT: “because this is the message that ye did hear from the beginning, that we may love one another,”

Meaning of Words: “love one another”: love each other; “beginning”: starting point; “message”: commandment; 

Literal Meaning: “for this is the message that you heard from the beginning”, the message that we heard when we were saved (see v.2:7); it is a relative expression, which indicates that they heard the teachings of “loving one another” earlier than the heretical teachings. 

“That we should love one another”, it shows that he who does not love brothers is not of God (see v.10). Let us who are of God love one another. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Just as “hatred” is the mark of the world (see v.13). “Loving one another” is the mark of believers (see v.14; John 13:35).

2) Once Christians are saved, they have to preach the message of “loving one another” and work out the witness of “loving one another”. 

1John. 3:12 “not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous.” 

YLT: “not as Cain -- of the evil one he was, and he did slay his brother, and wherefore did he slay him? because his works were evil, and those of his brother righteous.”

Meaning of Words: “the wicked one”: the evil one; “works”: acts, conduct; “evil”: wicked; “righteous”: just;  

Literal Meaning: “not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother”, “Cain”, the eldest son of Adam and Eve, murdered his brother Abel because of jealousy (see Gen. 4:1-8). “Was of the wicked one”: was the “child of the devil” (see v.10); 

“And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous”, here it points that Cain murdered his brother because of jealousy, for Abel’s good exposed his own wickedness. His wickedness was because he did not receive the revelation of God who made the coats of skins to cover man’s shame after the Fall (see Gen. 3:7, 21), but desired to please God by the fruits of his own labor (see Gen. 4:3). Abel’s works were righteous because he obeyed the revelation of God and offered the firstling of his flock, and of their fat (see Gen. 4:4), that is, the offering of Christ’s sacrifice. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The devil was a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44). Not only he who murders but also he who hates is of the devil (see v.15).

2) In the world of darkness, good works are not allowed. Small wonder that in many organizations he who prefers to chastity is unwelcome and sometimes is framed.

1John. 3:13 “Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.” 

YLT: “Do not wonder, my brethren, if the world doth hate you;”

Meaning of Words: “hate”: detest; “marvel”: admire, wonder; 

Literal Meaning: “do not marvel”, it is a normal situation that the world hates Christians. 

“My brethren, if the world hates you”, the world hates us because of the following reasons: a) because their works are evil (see v.12); b) because we are unwilling to be associated with their evil tide (see Eph. 5:11); c) because their shameful works are exposed by our light (see Eph. 5:12-13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is an appointed law to Christians that all who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2Tim. 3:12).

2) It is a wonder that Christians are not hated but were welcomed by the world.

1John. 3:14 “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.” 

YLT: “we -- we have known that we have passed out of the death to the life, because we love the brethren; he who is not loving the brother doth remain in the death.”

Meaning of Words: “know”: see, perceive; “pass”: leave; “love”: agapao; “abide”: dwell, remain;  

Literal Meaning: “we know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”, “we know … we love brothers”, it shows that the love of brothers is a proof. “Have passed from death to life”: be quickened from spiritual death (see Eph. 2:1, 5) and enter into life. 

“He who does not love his brother abides in death”, “abides in death”, though he has been born again and has got the divine life, he still live by the “old life”, that is, live in the dead condition (see Rev. 3:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Love” is a nature of the divine life. Small wonder that believers who have just been saved may feel that brothers and sisters are much lovely.  

2) “Hate” is the main performance of dead works (see Heb. 6:1). But “love” is the greatest one among the mains characteristics of the new life (see 1Cor. 13:13).

3) Whether a Christian loves his brothers will show his real condition ---- whether he lives by the life of God.

4) Just as Lazarus was quickened because of the Lord’s voice, if he did not come out of the tomb and was still wrapped by the grave-clothes, he remained in death (see John 11:43-44). Likewise, if Christians have no love (are wrapped in hatred), they still abide in death.

5) The mind of the flesh is death. And the mind of the Spirit is life and peace (Rom 8:6).

1John. 3:15 “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” 

YLT: “Every one who is hating his brother -- a man-killer he is, and ye have known that no man-killer hath life age-during in him remaining,”

Meaning of Words: “hates”: detest; “murderer”: killer; “know”: see, perceive; “eternal”: everlasting;

Literal Meaning: “whoever hates his brother is a murderer”, “hates his brother”, “hates his brother”: complain about and detest brothers; “is a murderer”, hatred is an internal knife. Though one has not physically murdered brother, hatred equals to murder in the Lord’s sight (see Matt. 5:21-22). 

“And you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him”, “murderer”: he who hates; “no … has eternal life abiding in him”, it means that he has not let the eternal life in him abide and guide freely. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Hatred is a starting-point of murder. Murder is the extremity of hatred. If one’s inner hatred is not removed, he will finally commit murder. 

2) If one hates those who have been against him, the hatred will become a cancer in him and finally destroy him.

3) If one often hates others, it shows that he has no life of God and his end will be much terrible (see 2:9, 11).

4) Though Christians have received the eternal life, they may still disregard the feeling of the eternal life in them in their conversations. They are just as the Gentiles who are estranged from the life of God (see Eph. 4:17-18). 

1John. 3:16 “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

YLT: “in this we have known the love, because he for us his life did lay down, and we ought for the brethren the lives to lay down;”

Meaning of Words: “lay down”: settle, give; “know”: understand, be aware of;

Literal Meaning: “by this we know love, because He laid down His life for us”, “laid down His life”: sacrifice Himself; “know love”, it refers to the definition of love ---- love does not seek one’s own gain (1Cor. 13:5), and gives to those whom one loves liberally without any expectation of reward. 

“And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”, “lay down our lives”, it is not giving one’s physical life for the sake of brothers, but being willing to share what one has owned with brothers (see v.17), that is, be willing to live for brothers; he who dies for others finishes his life transiently. But it is rather difficult for him who lives for others, for he has to always consider the feelings of others and even put aside his own will and give priority to others. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord’s love of laying aside his life for us is an example for Christians to love one another. The manifestation of loving one another is the willingness of sacrificing oneself without seeking any reward. 

2) He who is willing to give without any expectation of reward knows the true meaning of love. 

1John. 3:17 “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?” 

YLT: “and whoever may have the goods of the world, and may view his brother having need, and may shut up his bowels from him -- how doth the love of God remain in him?”

Meaning of Words: “goods”: means of life; “in need”: demand; “shut up”: close; “heart”: bowel; “abide”: dwell, live; 
Literal Meaning: “but whoever has this world's goods”, “has…”, it is opposite to “in need”, so it does not mean he who has this world’s goods is rich, but he is not in need. “This world’s goods”, the living substance that one needs in the world; 

“And sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him”, “in need”, it shows that it is difficult for the brother to survive. “Shuts up his heart fro his”: ignore him; 

“How does the love of God abide in him”, “the love of God”, it is a kind of unconditional love which is given unilaterally without seeking any reward (see 2:5); “abide in him”, such man must have not the love of God, for his walking is unworthy of a child of God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one remains impervious to the material needs of brothers and sisters, his faith without works is dead (see James 2:14-17).

2) God puts the needs of brothers before our eyes to stir up our response. “Indifference” is not the right attitude for a true believer. 

3) No one can stand before God without God’s mercy (see Heb. 4:15). If such a merciful bowel just lives in us, how can we disregard it?

4) The characteristic of the love of God is to love actively. We can in no wise shut up the love of God from others.

5) The way of loving God is loving brothers. He who shows mercy to brothers who are in need has stirred up the love toward God.  

1John. 3:18 “My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” 

YLT: “My little children, may we not love in word nor in tongue, but in word and in truth!”

Meaning of Words: “children”: descendants; “love”: agapao; “deed”: works, walking; “truth”: reality;  

Literal Meaning: “my little children, let us not love in word or in tongue”, “in word or in tongue”, express love with words, that is, show mercy by mouth. Love by words is not unnecessary, for sometimes it gives great encouragement. However, it is not enough.

“But in deed and in truth”, “deed”: practical works of love, including physical care, material aid, etc. “truth”: sincere care; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Love is not only in word but also in deed, not only in tongue but also in truth. Word without deed appears to be empty. And tongue without truth seems to be vain. 

2) Sometime, one’s word and deed are out of hypocrisy. Therefore, the word and deed of love should be out of inner sincerity and truth so that the love of God shall be perfected in men (see 2:5).

3) Believers shall love in truth (see 2Johh v.1-2). Do not love the teachers of heresies against the truth (see 2John v.10). 

1John. 3:19 “And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.” 

YLT: “and in this we know that of the truth we are, and before Him we shall assure our hearts,”

Meaning of Words: “of the truth”: our of the truth; “heart”: bowel; “assure”: persuade, have confidence; 

Literal Meaning: “and by this we know that we are of the truth”, “of the truth”, truth is opposite to falsehood (see 2:4, 21), and falsehood is of the devil (see John 8:44). Therefore, he who is of the truth is of God. 

“And shall assure our hearts before Him”, “our hearts” refer to our conscience; “assure our hearts”: be bold toward God (see v.21); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) True love proves truth, and truth leads to true love. Both are auxiliary to each other. He who is of the truth will have true works of love.

2) A good conscience keeps the truth perfect (see 1Tim. 1:19) and enables us to be calm before God. 

1John. 3:20 “For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.” 

YLT: “because if our heart may condemn -- because greater is God than our heart, and He doth know all things.”

Meaning of Words: “condemn”: blame, accuse; “greater”: larger; “know”: understand, be aware of;  

Literal Meaning: “for if our heart condemns us”, “our heart” refers to our conscience. “Condemn”, the unrest and condemnation of the conscience; sometimes, if one’s conscience is too sensitive to be free from the accusation of Satan that he is overwhelmed by falsehood. 

“God is greater than our heart”, conscience is a function in man given by God to fulfill self-discipline. 

“And knows all things”, “all things”: things beyond the judgment of conscience; “know all things”: God is omniscient. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Conscience is a function of ruling things of man. Man in the world walks according to conscience, but their conscience is not reliable. 

2) Man may fail, but God never fails. God knows the real situation of everyone, so His judgment is perfectly right. 

1John. 3:21 “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.” 

YLT: “Beloved, if our heart may not condemn us, we have boldness toward God,”

Meaning of Words: “confidence”: boldness;  

Literal Meaning: “beloved, if our heart does not condemn us”, “our heart”: our pure conscience; “does not condemn us”, our conscience does not condemn us. 

“We have confidence toward God”, if believers’ conscience condemns us because of weakness, we can still be confident for the knowledge that God knows all things, much rather shall we be more confident to come to God with boldness when the conscience does not condemn us (see Heb. 4:16).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who knows God walks by conscience before God (see Acts 23:1) and trusts in God’s wisdom and grace.

2) All those who approach God by the Lord’s blood have their hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience (see Heb. 10:22). Therefore, let us approach with boldness to throne of grace that we may receive mercy and find grace for seasonable help (Heb. 4:16).

1John. 3:22 “And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.” 

YLT: “and whatever we may ask, we receive from Him, because His commands we keep, and the things pleasing before Him we do,”

Meaning of Words: “ask”: entreat; “receive”: get, obtain; “keep”: guard; “commandment”: precept; “please”: agreeable; 

Literal Meaning: “and whatever we ask we receive from Him”, “whatever we ask”: all proper desires; “receive from Him”: our prayers are granted by Him; 

“Because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight”, “because”, the precondition for the granting of prayers; “His commandments”: the commandment of believing the Lord’s name and loving one another (see v.23); “do those things that are pleasing in His sight”: always keep the will of God; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you (Matt. 7:8).

2) God is ready to hear the prayers of those who are of Him (see John 14:13-15; 15:7). However, those who are of God shall also keep His will heart and soul.

3) Things that are pleasing in God’s sight are: abide in the Lord, practice righteousness and love one another (see v.6-7, 10-11). 

1John. 3:23 “And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.” 

YLT: “and this is His command, that we may believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and may love one another, even as He did give command to us,”

Meaning of Words: “commandment”: injunction, precept; “believe on”: trust in, rely on; “as”: according to; “love”: agapao; 

Literal Meaning: “and this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ”, “His commandment:”, here it gives the explanation of what is “keeping His commandments” (see v.22); “believe on the name of His Son”, believe that the Son of God is the only Savior ---- salvation is in none other than Jesus (see Acts 4:12). “The name of Jesus Christ”, there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved (see Acts 4:12).

“And love one another, as He gave us commandment”, “and” shows that the commandments of God include two parts ---- faith and love. “Love”, the present tense shows that it is a kind of ceaseless love. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith establishes the relationship of believers with God, and love keeps it. Faith enables us to receive the life of God, and love enables us to manifest the life of God. 

2) Faith provides us the power of loving one another, and loving one another strengthens our faith. Both are auxiliary to each other. 

1John. 3:24 “Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.” 

YLT: “and he who is keeping His commands, in Him he doth remain, and He in him; and in this we know that He doth remain in us, from the Spirit that He gave us.”

Meaning of Words: “keep”: guide; “give”: bestow; “spirit”: breath;  

Literal Meaning: “now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him”, “commandments” refer to the above-mentioned two kinds of commandments (see v.23); “abides in Him”, if we abide in God, we will obtain the provision of life from Him.  

“And He in him”, “He”, “and He…”, that we abide in Him proves God abides in us (see John 15:4). “Abide in Him”, this is our subjective feeling. Actually, since we have believed the Lord, He has dwelt in us (see Eph. 3:17). However, we may often be unable to feel that He abides in us (see Song 3:1-2; 5:6).

“And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us”, “by the Spirit whom He has given us”, the Comforter that the Lord has promised (see John 14:16), namely, the anointing we have received from the Lord. The anointing teaches us concerning all things (see 2:27) and teaches us all things (John 14:26) and guides us into all the truth (John 16:13) and enables us to know God abides in us. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our abiding in Him is not the precondition of His abiding in us, but a proof that makes us more assured that He abides in us.

2) Believers keep close fellowship with God and behold Him and know Him more through abiding in Him so that the “seed” of God’s life will become grown up and believers will be enabled to practice righteousness and love one another. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

What Manner of Love the Father Has Bestowed on us

A. We should be called children of God (v.1)!

B. When the Lord is revealed, we shall be like Him (v.2).

C. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him (v.9).

D. We know love, because He laid down His life for us (v.16).

E. We are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him (v.19-21).

F. Whatever we ask we receive from Him (v.22).

G. He who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him (v.24a).

H. The Spirit whom God has given us (v.24b);

The Children of God VS. The Children of the Devil

A. Who are the children of God (v.1, 2, 10) ----who are the children of the devil (v.10);

B. Who will be like Him (v.2) ---- who have no hope (v.3);

C. Who will see Him as He is (v.2) ---- who have neither seen Him nor known Him (v.6);

D. Who purify ourselves and do not sin and cannot sin (v.3, 6, 9) ---- who commit sin and are lawless (v.4, 6, 8);

E. He who is born of God has passed from death to life (v.6, 14) ---- who still remain in death (v.15);

F. Who are born of God are of the truth (v.6, 9, 19) ---- who are of the devil, not of God (v.8, 10, 12);

G. Who practice righteousness (v.7, 12) ---- who does not practice righteousness and whose works are evil (v.10, 12);

H. The seed of God abides in them (v.9) ---- who has no eternal life (v.15);

I. Who love one another and lay down our lives for the brethren (v.11, 14, 16) ---- who do not love brothers and hate and murder (v.10, 13-15);

J. Whose heart does not condemn so that one has confidence toward God (v.19-21) ---- whose heart condemns (v.20);

The Relation of God’s Children with the Lord

A. The relation of God’s children with the Lord’s manifestation (v.1-8):

1. When He is revealed, we shall be like Him (v.1-2);

2. He was manifested to take away our sins (v.3-6);

3. The Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil (v.7-8);

B. The relation of God’s children with God’s life (v.9-18):

1. Whoever has been born of God does not sin (v.9);

2. He who loves brothers has passed from death to life (v.10-14);

3. He who has the eternal life is willing to lay down his life for the brethren (v.15-18);

C. The relation of God’s children with abiding in the Lord (v.19-24):

1. Our heart will have confidence toward God (v.19-21);

2. We keep His commandments of “loving one another” (v.22-24);

Believers and Sin

A. Reasons why believers should not sin:

1. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure (v.3).

2. He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning (v.8).

B. What is sin?

1. Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness (v.4).

2. Sin is the result of being deceived by man (v.7);

3. Sin is the work of the devil (v.8);

C. How to not sin for believers?

1. Keep the hope in the Lord that “we shall be like Him” (v.2-3);

2. Abide in the Lord and see Him more and know Him (v.5-6);

3. Practice righteousness by the Lord and be not deceived by the works of the devil (v.7-8);

4. Live in the life of God and let the “seed” of God abide in us (v.9);

Let us Love One Another

A. Loving one another has kept the commandments of God:

1. This is the message that you heard from the beginning (v.11);

2. This is our keeping His commandments and doing those things that are pleasing in His sight (v.22-23);

3. He who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him (v.24);

B. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love brothers:

1. He who does not love brothers is not of God (v.10);

2. He who has no love remains in death (v.14);

3. Whoever hates his brother is a murderer (v.15a);

4. No murderer has eternal life abiding in him (v.15b);

5. he who murders his brother is of the devil (v.12);

C. How to love one another?

1. Love is laying down life for the brethren (v.16);

2. Let “the love of God” abide in us (v.17);

3. Let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth (v.18);

4. Ask God for help to keep His commandments (v.22);

5. Believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ (v.23);

6. Abide in God by the Spirit whom He has given us (v.24);

D. The advantages of loving one another:

1. We shall assure our hearts before Him (v.19-20);

2. Whatever we ask we receive from Him (v.21-22);

3. We abide in God, and He in us (v.24);

1 John Chapter Four
I. Content of the Chapter
Differentiate the Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error

A. Do not believe every spirit (v.1);

B. Confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh or not (v.2-3);

C. Hear the words of the apostles or not (v.4-6);

Fellowship in the Love of Life

A. The love of God that begets us makes us love one another (v.7-11).

B. He who abides in love abides in God and God in him so that the love of God is perfected (v.12-16).

C. Love has been perfected among us that we may have boldness (v.17-18).

D. He who loves God shall also love brothers (v.19-21). 

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

1John. 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 

YLT: “Beloved, every spirit believe not, but prove the spirits, if of God they are, because many false prophets have gone forth to the world;”

Meaning of Words: “spirit”: wind, breath; “believe”: trust, rely on; “test”: try; “false prophets”: lying prophets;  

Literal Meaning: “beloved, do not believe every spirit”, “every spirit”: the spirit that inspires men to speak; generally, it is the spirit of truth (see v.6), namely, the Spirit (see John 14:16, 17, 26; 16:13), that works in the prophets in the church who speak for God and enables them to understand the truth and then teach to all believers. “Do not believe”, because there are many spirits of error in the world (see v.6), namely, the spirit of the Antichrist (see v.3; 2:22), who pretends to be the Spirit to speak to the children of God and entices them by false teachings (see 2:21-23, 26-27) to errors (see Jude v.11). 

  “But test the spirits whether they are of God”, “test”: to distinguish truth from falsehood by means of testing; “whether they are of God”: whether they are of the Spirit; 

  “Because many false prophets have gone out into the world”, “false prophets”: who are driven by the spirit of error, namely, the spirit of the Antichrist, to preach the word of God falsely, “have gone out into the world”, false prophets have emerged in an endless stream ever since to deceive the children of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today, many Christians are deceived by supernatural miracles, thinking that only can God work miracles. However, the evil spirit can also do supernatural things.

2) To whatever who claim them to speak for God, let us neither believe nor despise them and prove all their words (see 1Thess. 5:20-21).

3) The device of the devil is to make unbelievers not believe the truth at all and make believers believe truth and falsehood. And finally both of them are cheated. 

1John. 4:2 “By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,” 

YLT: “in this know ye the Spirit of God; every spirit that doth confess Jesus Christ in the flesh having come, of God it is,”

Meaning of Words: “confess”: assent; “Christ”: the anointed; “know”: understand, be aware of;

Literal Meaning: “by this you know the Spirit of God”, “know”: discern; “the Spirit of God”: the prophetic spirit that confesses Jesus is Christ openly is the Spirit of God, namely, the Holy Spirit.   

“Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God”, “confesses”: declare openly; “Jesus Christ”, Jesus emphasizes His humanity, and Christ emphasizes His deity ---- He is a perfect man and a perfect God. Therefore, through Him only man can approach to God (see John 14:6). “Has come in the flesh”, the Lord Jesus was incarnated and came to the world (see John 1:14, 18). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The center of the faith of Christianity is the confession of “the divine incarnation” ---- Jesus Christ, who is the only one qualified to be our Savior to bear all men’s sins.

2) The heresy Gnostic denies the humanity of Christ. And the Social Gospel does not confess the deity of Jesus. It is known from this verse that their spirits are not of God.  

3) The great theologian Augustine said, “except for Incarnation of the Word, all theories of the philosophers have not gone against the New Testament”. Therefore, “Incarnation of the Word” is the focal point Satan attacks.

4) Sometimes, the heretical teachers claim that they confess Jesus is Christ and is both divine and human, but the evil spirit in them denies the Lord. Therefore, we may not only hear their words but also observe their conversation ---- whether they have truly magnified the Lord. 

1John. 4:3 “and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.” 

YLT: “and every spirit that doth not confess Jesus Christ in the flesh having come, of God it is not; and this is that of the antichrist, which ye heard that it doth come, and now in the world it is already.”

Meaning of Words: “the Antichrist”: the opponent of Christ; “world”: system;

Literal Meaning: “and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God”, “does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh”, deny that Jesus is the Son of God and is Christ; “is not of God”: is not of the Spirit, for the Spirit has been sent by God to the world to bear witness to Jesus Christ (see John 15:26). 

“And this is the spirit of the Antichrist”, “the Antichrist” is not false Christ, but the one opposes against Christ; “the spirit of the Antichrist”, the Antichrist will finally appear in the last period during the Lord’s coming (see 2Thess. 2:3-10). However, its mystery of lawlessness already works, and its spirit is working in the false teachers of heresies.  

“Which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world”, “have heard…”: when the apostle were still on the earth in the early church time; “have heard was coming”: the church had heard the teachings of the apostles that the Antichrist will appear in the last days (see 2Thess. 2:3); “now”: when the apostle John was still on the earth;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many heresies confess that Jesus was a historical character but deny he was incarnated. And some heresies proclaim that the Lord Jesus was not a real man, but a ghost who appeared before the Jews for a short period two thousand years ago ---- that is to say, there was not so-called suffering or death or resurrection.

2) The main works of the evil spirit is deceiving believers to be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ (see 2Cor. 11:3). 

1John. 4:4 “You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” 

YLT: “Ye -- of God ye are, little children, and ye have overcome them; because greater is He who in you, than he who is in the world.”

Meaning of Words: “overcome”: conquer; “greater”: more excellent, higher, stronger;

Literal Meaning: “you are of God, little children, and have overcome them”, “you are of God”: who are begotten by God (see v.7), namely, believers of Jesus Christ (see 5:1); “have overcome them”: overcome the evil one (see 2:13-14) and the evil spirits under him; 

“Because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world”, “He who is in you”, “He who is in you”: the holy Trinity (see 3:24, 4:12-13, 15-16); “he who is in the world”: the devil and those who are under him; “greater”: greater in person and in power; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The whole world lies under the sway of the evil one (see 5:19). Before we are saved, we were also under its power (Acts 26:18). However, we are enabled to overcome by Him in the Lord (see 1Cor. 15:57; 2Cor. 2:14; Col. 2:15; Rev. 12:11). 

2) None of the spiritual giants can overcome the enemies by his own power or talent, but by the Spirit in believers (see Zech. 4:6). 

1John. 4:5 “They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them.” 

YLT: “They -- of the world they are; because of this from the world they speak, and the world doth hear them;”

Meaning of Words: “of the world”: out of the world; “speak”: talk about; 

Literal Meaning: “they are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world”, “of the world”: things or the people that are controlled by Satan, namely, things or the people that are of the evil system of the world; “…as of the world”: the heresies speak and perform according the evil system. 

“And the world hears them”, “the world”: unbelievers, who were of the evil system before they were saved; “hears them”: be willing to hear and receive and follow; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Man’s nature decides the nature of things he speaks of. Man’s words may often unconsciously expose his inner nature. 

2) Men in the world seem to be independent creature. However, they can also not help being influenced by the people or things around. Satan manipulates men by taking advantaging of men’s corruption and weakness so that men will hear him and his evil spirits rather than God.

3) The heretical teachers are popular because they only speak the words pleasant to the world. The servants of Christ shall speak faithfully what they ought to say as God as inspired and revealed rather than please men (see Gal. 1:10).

1John. 4:6 “We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 

YLT: “we -- of God we are; he who is knowing God doth hear us; he who is not of God, doth not hear us; from this we know the spirit of the truth, and the spirit of the error.”

Meaning of Words: “know”: understand, be aware of; “error”: deception, falsehood;  

Literal Meaning: “we are of God. He who knows God hears us”, “we”: the workers of God like the apostles; “are of God”: who are begotten by God (see v.9) and have been sent by God to bear witness to Him (see 1:1-3); “know”: seek to know God ceaselessly; “know God”: believers who are simple and love God; “hears us”: hear the teachings of the apostles, including all the teachings of the truth; 

  “He who is not of God does not hear us”, “is not of God”: is of the world (see v.5); “does not hear us”: do not receive the teachings in the Bible; 

“By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error”, “by this”: by the above-mentioned six verses (see v.1-6); “the spirit of truth” refers to the Spirit, whose main work is to lead men into the truth (see John 16:13); “the spirit of error” refers to the evil spirit, whose main work is to deceive men away from the truth (see Eph. 2:2). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The nature of a man decides the nature of the words he is inclined to hear. One’s interest in some sort of words reveals his inner inclination. For example, a proud man likes to hear flattery words. 

2) The fundamental principle of discerning the spirit of truth and the spirit of error is: a) the former confesses openly the right person of Jesus including His words and works, but the latter denies Him; b) the former likes to hear biblical teachings of the truth including the words and works, but the latter denies them. 

3) Truth is opposite to error. One can only please the living and true God and obtain ever growing spiritual reality by receiving and practicing the truth. However, if one is deceived by the spirit of error, he will fall into falsehood and vanity. 

1John. 4:7 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.” 

YLT: “Beloved, may we love one another, because the love is of God, and every one who is loving, of God he hath been begotten, and doth know God;”

Meaning of Words: “love one another”: love each other (agapao); “is born of God”: is begotten by God; “know”: understand, be aware of;

Literal Meaning: “beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God”, the love that makes us love one another is not out of us, but “of God”. God is the origin of love, who grants us this love so that we are inspired and urged and motivated to love one another.

“And everyone who loves is born of God and knows God”, “love”: love divinely; “is born of God”, the love we love brothers is of the life of God. The life of God with the divine love abides in believers. “Knows God”, there is the power of know God in the life of God. The more we love with the love in life, the more will we know God’s love and Himself. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Once we have the life of God, we will have the love of God. No life of God, no love of God. Since believers have the relation of life with God, the origin of love, it will be revealed in our disposition. 

2) The love of God, and the life of God and the knowledge of God are closely linked: a) the more we love, the more we grow and the more we know God; b) the more we grow, the more can we love selflessly and the more we will know God; c) the more we know God, the more will we reveal love and the more mature we will be. 

1John. 4:8 “He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” 

YLT: “he who is not loving did not know God, because God is love.”

Meaning of Words: “love”: agapao; 

Literal Meaning: “he who does not love does not know God”, “love”: the divine love; “does not know God”: he who does not know God will not believe God. This verse explains the relation of God with the divine love. An unbeliever in the world has neither nor God’s life, so he has no love of God abiding in him. 

  “For God is love”, love is the nature of God, and is the bridge between God and men. Man’s condition cannot satisfy God’s holiness and righteousness. The love of God makes God send His Son to be propitiation for our sins ---- this is love (see v.10). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The secret of knowing God for us is to love God and men and experience God who is love in the life of love.

2) God is love. Anyone disobeys the nature of love does not know God at all. On the contrary, he who obeys the nature of love and experiences the love personally will know God. 

1John. 4:9 “In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.” 

YLT: “In this was manifested the love of God in us, because His Son -- the only begotten -- hath God sent to the world, that we may live through him;”

Meaning of Words: “sent”: dispatch; “through”: by; “live”: be alive; “manifest”: reveal; 

Literal Meaning: “in this the love of God was manifested toward us”, “was manifested”: the invisible love can be revealed by visible case. 

  “That God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him”, “His only begotten Son” refers to Jesus Christ, who is the only begotten Son in the bosom of the Father (see John 1:17-18); “into the world”: the Lord Jesus came to the world (see Phil. 2:7-8); “through Him”: receive the eternal life by His name (see 5:13; John 3:14-16); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who denies the deity of Christ has abandoned the chance of obtaining the divine life as well as the graciousness of the love of God.

2) God commends His love to us in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 5:8).

3) “The love of God in us”, many times, we will clearly know the great love of God toward us when we see the internal works of His love in us without seeing any external work.

4) The great love of God forgives our sins and grants us the eternal life. The purpose of remission of sins is to make us a clean vessel for the divine life that we will abide in God and He in us (see v.13, 16).

1John. 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

YLT: “in this is the love, not that we loved God, but that He did love us, and did send His Son a propitiation for our sins.”

Meaning of Words: “propitiation”: appeasement, make atonement;  

Literal Meaning: “not that we loved God, but that He loved us”, here it points that what love is (see 3:16). Note that all the word “love” in this epistle in the original is the divine love. We had no such love in ourselves. What we have is human love, selfish love. Therefore, it is not “that we loved God”, for we have no such divine love, but “that God loved us”. That is to say, God has given the divine love to believers who are saved. 

“In this is love … and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins”, “our sins”, sins hinder our fellowship with God (see 1:6-10), so they should be taken away. “Propitiation”: the wrath of God toward our sins are appeased through the blood of the Lord Jesus so that we are reconciled with God; “this is love”, that God sent His Son to bear sins on the cross revealed that nature of love ---- it is the sacrificial and active and selfless love. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) True love is not out of man, for the love out of man is characterized by human affection, sense of heroes, and vanities of all forms and self-boasting. 

2) The love of God is perfectly thinking for others. Even though one is not love, God still loves him and even sacrifices himself.

3) Love needs to pay cost, and the cost concerns oneself ---- time, money, interest, dignity, status, etc. And love is efficacious, and the effect concerns fellowship with others ---- the elimination of misunderstandings, estrangements, hostility, gaps, etc. 

4) The Modern Theology divides the love of God and the redemption, emphasizing the love of God only. Here, it is mentioned that the great redemption is the love of God. 

1John. 4:11 “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” 

YLT: “Beloved, if thus did God love us, we also ought one another to love;”

Meaning of Words: “ought to”: have to;  

Literal Meaning: “beloved, if God so loved us”, “so” it shows the causal relationship between this clause and the next clause. “So loved”, God sent His only begotten Son to fulfill the salvation (see v.9-10). 

“We also ought to love one another”, “we also ought to”: the necessary response of us to the love of God; “love one another”, we shall love brothers and sisters with the divine love, as God loves us. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God pours His love upon our heart by the Spirit (see Rom. 5:5) so that we can both enjoy and know His love.

2) Whoever has enjoyed the love of God cannot help responding to it. And the most proper response is to let the love of God flow out of us unto others. This is to love one another. 

3) Whoever is really led by the Lord to see His love of crucifixion can in no wise return to his self-centered life, because he must be seized by the unspeakable love of the Lord. 

1John. 4:12 “No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.” 

YLT: “God no one hath ever seen; if we may love one another, God in us doth remain, and His love is having been perfected in us;”

Meaning of Words: “seen”: gaze at; “perfect”: fulfill; 

Literal Meaning: “no one has seen God at any time”, the nature of God is spirit (see John 4:24) whom cannot seen by men (see 1Tim. 1:17; 6:16). In the times of the Old Testament, man saw only the angel of God (see Gen. 18:1-2), not the substance of God.

“If we love one another, God abides in us”, if we love one another, the nature of God will be manifested on us (see John 13:35). Thus, God will be pleased to abide in us instead of hiding Him from us. 

“And His love has been perfected in us”, “been perfected”, the love of God is perfect and full. However, our experience of God’s love is insufficient. Therefore, our knowledge of God’s love shall be increased by loving one another (see Eph. 3:17-18) and be practiced and finally perfected. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we love one another, we will abide in God (see v.13). And if we abide in Him, He abides in us (see v.13; John 15:4). Therefore, if believers love one another, God will abide in us. 

2) Christ manifests God the Father through His Incarnation (John 1:18). And believers experience the indwelling God through loving one another (see John 14:21) and manifest God before men (see John 13:35).

3) The love of God must be perfected so that such perfect love will be revealed on man. And believers’ loving one another is the best way of perfecting the love of God.

4) The blessings and love of God do not linger on us only, but will be distributed out by us. Therefore, more people will enjoy the blessings and love and thus the love of God will be perfected in us. 

1John. 4:13 “By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.” 

YLT: “in this we know that in Him we do remain, and He in us, because of His Spirit He hath given us.”

Meaning of Words: “Spirit”: breath, wind; “abide”: dwell; 

Literal Meaning: “by this we know that we abide in Him”, “by this”: by the fact that God gives the Spirit to us; “know that we abide in Him”: know that we keep the fellowship with God in life; believers receive all their spiritual knowledge and experience by the teaching and guidance of the Spirit (see John 16:13). 

“And He in us”, in our fellowship with God in life, we feel that God is true and living in us (see 1Thess. 1:9). 

“Because He has given us of His Spirit”, “has given us”, the Spirit has been given to us when we were just saved (see Acts 2:38). And the indwelling Spirit enables us to receive the pouring out of God’s love (see Rom. 5:5) and know that God abides in us (see 3:24)

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) When believers love one another, God abides in us (see v.12). And we know He abides in us for we have the guidance and inspiration of the Spirit. 

2) The experience of God’s presence is built upon the foundation of the objective faith (see v.14-15) and subjective experience ---- know (v.13, 16).

1John. 4:14 “And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.” 

YLT: “And we -- we have seen and do testify, that the Father hath sent the Son -- Saviour of the world;”

Meaning of Words: “Savior”: deliverer; “seen”: beheld; “testify”: prove; 

Literal Meaning: “and we have seen and testify”, “we”: the apostles and their fellow workers; “have seen”: to the disciples of the first generations had seen the Lord in the flesh (see 1:1-3); to we believers of the later generations, they have seen the Lord spiritually (see 2Cor. 4:4-6); “testify”: preach and prove what we have seen to all; 

“That the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world”, “the Father has sent the Son”, it is mentioned again (see v.9-10); “Savior of the world”, there is no salvation in any other, and the world can be saved by Him only (see Acts 4:12). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The love of God is practical (the Father sent His Son), and the works of Christ reaches far (all over the world) and the power of the Spirit is abundant (Savior).

2) The works of Christ are given to the whole world. Only those who stubbornly refuse to repent and believe shut themselves off from the divine works. 

1John. 4:15 “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.” 

YLT: “whoever may confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God in him doth remain, and he in God;”

Meaning of Words: “confess”: admit; “abide”: dwell, live;

Literal Meaning: “whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God”, “confess”: it is not intellectual identification, but whole-hearted believing and trust; “Jesus is the Son of God”, Jesus is the only begotten Son Sent by God (see v.9-10, 14) and is of God (see v.2-3) and is divine. 

“God abides in him, and he in God”, such bidirectional dwelling has mentioned thrice in this chapter (v. 13, 15, 16), and this is the second one. Nevertheless, the order here is contrary. In other two verses, it is first mentioned that we abide in God and then God abides in us (see v.13, 16; 3:24), because here it emphasizes that no one can say Jesus is Lord but in Holy Spirit (see 1Cor. 12:3). 

1John. 4:16 “And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.” 

YLT: “and we -- we have known and believed the love, that God hath in us; God is love, and he who is remaining in the love, in God he doth remain, and God in him.”

Meaning of Words: “know”: have known;  

Literal Meaning: “and we have known and believed the love that God has for us”, “the love that God has for us”, it indicates that we have experienced the love of God in our life. “We” refer to Christ’s believers. “We have known and believed”: we have already known and believed and are still knowing and believing the love; 

“God is love”, “God is love” (see v.8), in believers’ fellowship with God, believers have stronger and deeper feeling toward God’s love than other dispositions of God. Whenever we meet God, we have met love. Therefore, definitely, God is love. 

“And he who abides in love abides in God”, when believers are immersed in the love of God, they take God as their life and all, for only God is the source of this love. 

“And God in him”, this verse is the last time of mentioning that we abide in God and God in us. And different conditions or elements are mentioned in each verse: a) keep the commandments of God (see 3:24); b) know by the Spirit of God; c) by the faith that Jesus is the Son of God; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith and love are closely related. Whoever has no faith in the holy Trinity has no love of God. Whoever knows the love of God will have faith in God.

2) He who really knows and believes the love of God will not leave the love of God, but remain in this divine love and enjoy the abundant love.

3) Whoever has known and enjoyed the love of God will regard God as all of his life. Whoever has received God as his life will manifest the love of God in his daily life. 

1John. 4:17 “Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.” 

YLT: “In this made perfect hath been the love with us, that boldness we may have in the day of the judgment, because even as He is, we -- we also are in this world;”

Meaning of Words: “perfect”: fulfill; “judgment”: condemnation; “boldness”: confidence;  

Literal Meaning: “love has been perfected among us in this”, “in this”: in love (see v.16); “love”, it is not human love, but the divine love; “has been perfected”, it does not mean the love of God is not perfect, but our experience and appropriation of love are not perfect. Therefore, we have to “abide” in love so that the love of God will be perfected in us. 

  “That we may have boldness in the day of judgment”, “the day of judgment” refers to the day of Christ’s second coming (see 2Thess. 1:10), who will judge according to righteousness (see 1Pet. 2:23). And the judgment begins from the house of God (see 1Pet. 4:17). “Have boldness”, believers in whom the love of God is perfected do not fear the judgment of Christ. 

  “Because as He is, so we are in this world”, “as He is”, here it does not mention His perfect power but His perfect love. “We are in this world”: when we are in the world; “so we are…”, the love of God in us will be fulfilled as perfect as the Lord (see Matt. 5:48). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we are bold in the normal fellowship with God (see 3:21), when the Lord comes again, we will also be bold before the judgment seat of Christ.

2) It is cruelly difficult for believers to seek to be perfect in “works”. However, if we seek to be perfected in “the love of God”, we need only to “abide” in love (see v.16). The divine love will help us to live a perfect life.

3) Loving brothers is like loving God. The one who most has love is the one who likes God most. As God is filled with love, so are we. He who treats with men by the love of God will surely have boldness toward God.

1John. 4:18 “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.” 

YLT: “fear is not in the love, but the perfect love doth cast out the fear, because the fear hath punishment, and he who is fearing hath not been made perfect in the love;”

Meaning of Words: “fear”: terror, be afraid; “perfect”: fulfill, complete, accomplish; “cast out”: throw out, thrust; “involve”: get, obtain; “torment”: infliction; 

Literal Meaning: “there is no fear in love”, “fear”: fear the wrath of God (see John 3:36; Rom. 8:15; Heb. 12:21); “there is no fear in love”, when believers abide in love, they will not be in fear. 

“But perfect love casts out fear”, “perfect love”, the love of God is perfected in a man; “casts out fear”, love can eliminate fear in heart. 

“Because fear involves torment”, “torment”: the punishment of the Lord when He comes again (see Luke 12:46-47); “fear involves torment”: fear is a kind of torment both at present and in future; 

“But he who fears has not been made perfect in love”, “he who fears”, one who is often in fear of torment; “has not been made perfect in love”, it means that one has not abided in the love of God and the divine love has not been manifested in him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The love of God has not been perfected in the life of whoever fears his future.

2) The perfect love dispels fear as the light dispels darkness, for he who loves brothers abides in light (see 2:10).

3) He who fears predicts what he has done will make him in torment.

4) As long as Christians shall live in fear now (see Eph. 5:21; 1Pet. 1:17), they will not fear the coming judgment of God.

1John. 4:19 “We love Him because He first loved us.” 

YLT: “we -- we love him, because He -- He first loved us;”

Meaning of Words: “first”: beginning;  

Literal Meaning: “we love Him”, our love to God (see v.10-12; Mark, 12:30-31);

  “Because He first loved us”, it does not mean that we love God to reward His love, for we cannot reward the divine and gracious love. This verse tells us that it is God that has first poured out His love into us (see Rom. 5:5) so that we are enabled to receive the divine love to love God and our brothers (see v.20-21). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Our love is the natural manifestation of the divine love in us. The more we enjoy the love of God, the more will we love God and men.

2) Though God loves us, He does not force us. If man’s love is not active or voluntary, it is not love. 

1John. 4:20 “If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?” 

YLT: “if any one may say -- `I love God,' and his brother he may hate, a liar he is; for he who is not loving his brother whom he hath seen, God -- whom he hath not seen -- how is he able to love?”

Meaning of Words: “hate”: detest; “see”: behold; 

Literal Meaning: “if someone says, "I love God"”, many in the church confess they love God, especially, the heretical teachers with ulterior motives. 

“And hates his brother”, “hate”: “not love”; positively, it is “hate”. And passively, it is “not love”. Hatred includes the lack of kindness toward brothers, and the ignorance of brothers’ profits in dealing with things and betraying brothers. 

“He is a liar”, it means that he deceives himself. 

“For he who does not love his brother whom he has seen”, “does not love”: care naught for others, “his brother whom he has seen”, it has two meanings: a) the common people; b) brothers around us; 

“How can he love God whom he has not seen”, “love God whom he has not seen”, for no one has seen God (see v.12). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God is love (see v.8, 16). There must be objects of this love. The love of God is especially toward those who are born again in the house of God. If we desire to have fellowship with God, we have to love those whom He loves. 

2) The practice of love should be started from loving brothers. Loving brothers is the truest practice and learning. The love of God shall be manifested from the vivid work of “loving brothers”. 

3) To love brothers shall be done from the brothers whom we have seen. Many people do not love the brothers whom they have seen, but love those who are afar off. 

1John. 4:21 “And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.” 

YLT: “and this the command we have from Him, that he who is loving God, may also love his brother.”

Meaning of Words: “commandment”: precept;  

Literal Meaning: “and this commandment we have from Him”, “commandment”: that we have to keep; let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth (see 3:18). 

“That he who loves God must love his brother also”, “he who loves God”: he who thinks that he loves God (see v.20); “love his brother”: love the brother around him (see v.20); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who desires to love God shall also love brothers. This is the commandment of God, not our own choice. 

2) It is not to love loveable brothers, but just all “brother” ---- every brother born of God. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Know the Spirit of Error

A. Whose tool ---- false prophets (v.1);

B. Whose strategy ---- deny that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (v.2-3a);

C. Whose source ---- be not of God, but of the Antichrist (v.3b);

D. Whose location ---- be now already in the world (v.3b);

E. Whose power ---- be smaller than He who is in believers (v.4); 

F. Whose nature ---- be of the world (v.5a);

G. Whose work ---- be of the world (v.5b);

H. Whose influence ---- the world hears it (v.5c);

Know the Spirit of Truth

A. Whose insistence ---- confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (v.2a);

B. Whose source ---- be of God (v.2b);

C. Whose location ---- abide in believers (v.4a);

D. Whose power ---- be greater than he who is in the world (v.4b);

Reasons Why Believers Shall Love One Another

A. For love is of God ---- be born of God and love is in the divine life (v.7);

B. For God is love---- know God by love (v.7-8);

C. For God loved ---- the love is manifested (v.9-11);

D. For God abides in us ---- such love renders God abide in us (v.12a);

E. For love is perfected in us ---- we are enabled to abide in God, and God in us (v.12b-16);

F. For there is no fear in love ---- have boldness in the day of judgment (v.17-18);

G. For he who loves God must love his brother also ---- he who does not love whom he has seen can not love God whom he has not seen (v.19-21);

Enjoyment of God’s Love

A. Share the love of God (v.7-11) ---- it is God that first loved us, so such love shall be shared with others;

B. Partake of the love of God (v.12-16) ---- if we love one another, we have been partakers of the love of God together;

C. Fully enjoy the love of God (v.17-21) ---- God’s love is perfect, so man’s love shall also be perfected;

Love of the Trinity 

A. Love of God the Father ---- who sent His only begotten Son to the world (v.9);

B. Love of God the Son ---- who had become the propitiation for our sins (v.10);

C. Love of God the Spirit---- who is given to us and abides in us (v.13);

Works Done by God’s Love

A. In the past ---- we were remitted and born again (v.9-10);

B. At presence ---- we are enabled to love one another (v.11-16);

C. In the future ---- we are enabled to be bold in the day of judgment (v.17-18);

Two Aspects of Love

A. Know love by love (v.19, see v.8);

B. Manifest love by love (v.20);

1 John Chapter Five
I. Content of the Chapter
The Path of Christians’ Faith 

A. General principle ---- from faith to triumph over the world (v.1-5);

1. Faith makes us born of God and love him who is begotten of Him (v.1-3).

2. Faith makes us overcome the world (v.4-5).

B. The path from faith to triumph (v.6-21);

1. Believe Jesus is the Son of God because of the testimony of God (v.6-11);

2. Obtain the divine life because of believing the Son of God (v.12-13);

3. Know God will hear us because of the divine life (v.14-15);

4. Be kept from sins because of prayer (v.16-19);

5. Keep oneself from idols because of abiding in the true God (v.20-21); 

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

1John. 5:1 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.” 

YLT: “Every one who is believing that Jesus is the Christ, of God he hath been begotten, and every one who is loving Him who did beget, doth love also him who is begotten of Him:”

Meaning of Words: “believe”: trust, rely on; “born”: begotten; “love”: love with the divine love (agapao);  

Literal Meaning: “whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God”, “believe”, it is not to accept a rational fact, but receive the fact whole-heartedly (see John 1:10 “receive”) and put oneself into the fact (see John 3:16 “believe into Him”). “Jesus is the Christ”, the human Jesus is the Christ from God. That is to say, one believes that He is both human and divine, a perfect man and a perfect God. “Is born of God”: obtain the new life (see John 3:3 “born”) and new identity from God ---- the children of God (see v.2).

  “And everyone who loves him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him”, “him who begot”: God; “who is begotten of Him”, the children of God are believers. This verse suggests the relation of love with life. There will be fellowship of love in life

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The condition of being born of God is easy ---- believe Jesus is Christ. Some religious sects add extra conditions which are not required in the Bible, e.g.: public remission, preliminary biblical knowledge, making a vow of joining in the assembly. 

2) “Be born of God”: have obtained the divine life from God and have been partakers of the divine nature of God (see 2Pet. 1:4). All the pursuit and development are related with the new life.

3) Once we have believed the Lord Jesus, we and others believers have all become members of the house of God. Only God has the authority of deciding who will be accepted to be a member of the house of God.

4) The new life brings about the intent and relationship of love. We love all those who have the same life with us. In other words, we do not love according to our own choice, but love according to life ---- we love all true believers in the world. 

1John. 5:2 “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.” 

YLT: “in this we know that we love the children of God, when we may love God, and His commands may keep;”

Meaning of Words: “keep”: walk, do; “commandment”: injunction, precept; “know”: understand, be aware of; “children”: descendents; 

Literal Meaning: “when we love God and keep His commandments”, “when we love…”, it does not mean believers truly living in the new life may not love God, for we must love God. “Keep His commandments”, believers shall keep all the truth in the word of God. 

  “By this we know that we love the children of God”, “know”: obtain a kind of recognition and knowledge in experience; “love the children of God”: love those who are born of God (see v.1); it is a natural inclination in life of loving both God and brothers, which is easy to know without teaching. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who is truly born of God will love God and keep His words, just as the children love their parents and show filial piety to them and hear them.

2) One who has truly been saved desires to keep the will of God. Believers who love God show their love to God by keeping the commandments of God. 

3) He who loves God will surely love the children of God. Loving God is not contradictory to loving men. However, he who says he loves God does not love men, or loves only those whom he loves. Such situation goes against the normal principle of life. 

4) “Love” can be felt and experienced (“known”) in life. The more one practices, the more shall he know love. 

5) He who loves God shall keep His commandments. He who loves the children of God shall also keep His commandments. 

1John. 5:3 “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.” 

YLT: “for this is the love of God, that His commands we may keep, and His commands are not burdensome;”

Meaning of Words: “keep”: hold fast, watch; “commandment”: precept, injunction; “burdensome”: heavy, weighty, grievous;  

Literal Meaning: “for this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments”, “keep His commandments”: hold fast the truth in the word of God; “this is the love of God”: God’s love enables us to keep His commandments. 

“And His commandments are not burdensome”, “are not burdensome”, God’s commandments are not burdensome when we keep in His love. In fact, it is “the love of God” enables us to keep His commandments. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Thanks be unto God for He first grants His love to us and then asks us to keep His commandments of love. The difference of Christianity from other religions is provision before requirement.

2) No commandment is difficult when it is kept out of “love”. Moreover, it will be kept readily in love. 

1John. 5:4 “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.” 

YLT: “because every one who is begotten of God doth overcome the world, and this is the victory that did overcome the world -- our faith;”

Meaning of Words: “whatever”: everyone; “overcome”: triumph, conquer; “world”: age, the systematic world; “faith”: confidence, persuasion; 

Literal Meaning: “for whatever is born of God overcomes the world”, “for”, the following words will explain why “His commandments are not burdensome” (see v.3); “whatever is born of God”: all those who believe Jesus is the Christ (see v.1) ---- they have the eternal life (see v.13), namely, the life of God; “overcomes the world”: overcome the “love of the world” (see 2:15), i.e. not love the world, but love God and love brothers. 

  “And this is the victory that has overcome the world --- our faith”, “has overcome the world”: it is an accomplished fact ---- we have overcome the world by crucifixion with the Lord (see Gal. 6:14); “our faith”: we are united with Christ by faith and live by His victorious life. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We cannot overcome the world by ourselves, but through the power of God’s life in us. 

2) Since we have overcome the world, we will not love the world or things in the world any more, and the love of God will abide in us (see 2:15). He who loves God loves him who is begotten of Him (see v.1).

3) The world is a sharp weapon in the hands of the devil, who robs believers’ love toward God behind the world (see James 4:4) and makes us not love but hate brothers (see 3:15-17).

4) “Our faith” is the key to “the victorious life”. If we have no subjective faith, the objective victory Christ has accomplished on the cross cannot become our subjective experience. 

1John. 5:5 “Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

YLT: “who is he who is overcoming the world, if not he who is believing that Jesus is the Son of God?”

Meaning of Words: “overcome”: conquer, prevail; “believe”: put in trust with, trust, commit; 

Literal Meaning: “who is he who overcomes the world”, it is a question to define the sphere of “overcomers”, not including false teachers.  

“But he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God”? “He who believe that Jesus is the Son of God”, it is synonymous with “the one who believes Jesus is Christ” (see v.1). In other words, only Christians who have right faith will overcome the world, for they have the life of God (see v.11-13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Common believers may think only those who have biblical knowledge or who are regarded as spiritual can overcome the world. However, this verse tells us that all the true believers of Jesus Christ will be enabled enough to overcome the world.

2) “Believe Jesus is the Son of God”, believe that the Son of God was incarnated and came to the world and died on the cross to accomplish the redemption on the position of both a God and a man (see John 1:14; Phil. 2:6-8; 1Tim. 1:15). 

3) “Faith” makes us partakers of the victory of Jesus Christ ---- His victory on the cross is also the victory of us who believe. 

1John. 5:6 “This is He who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.” 

YLT: “This one is he who did come through water and blood -- Jesus the Christ, not in the water only, but in the water and the blood; and the Spirit it is that is testifying, because the Spirit is the truth,”

Meaning of Words: “by”: through; “only”: merely; “Spirit”: breath, wind; “bear witness”: testify; “truth”: reality;

Literal Meaning: “this is He who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ”, “by water”: the Lord Jesus was baptized to manifest that He is the beloved Son of God (see Matt. 3:16-17); “blood”: He shed His blood and gave His life on the cross to accomplish the great redemption to show that He is the Savior (see John 19:30; Acts 2:36); “by water and blood”, the explanations of water and blood shall be kept in balance. We shall not explain one physically and the other spiritually. Therefore, both water and blood are physical. And the whole life of the Lord Jesus on the earth started from the testimony by the baptism of water that He is God and came to be a man, and ended at the testimony that He is truly the Son of God by shedding His blood and giving His life (see Mark 15:39). “Jesus Christ”, He is both God and a man. 

“Not only by water, but by water and blood”, “not only by water”, since the Cerinthian heresy of the Gnosticism confessed that the Spirit fell upon the Lord Jesus when He was baptized (see Matt. 3:16), the testimony of water is not enough to refute the faults of heresies. “But by water and blood”, the Cerinthian heresy believed that the divine nature departed from Jesus before his death on the cross. Therefore, he died as a common man, so his death was of little effect. However, here it mentions that the testimony is borne by both water and blood that He accomplished the great redemption on the position of the Son of God. Therefore, the death of Him is enough to redeem all sinners in the world (see 2:2).  

“And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth”, “and it is the Spirit who bears witness”, the Spirit bears witness concerning all the truth (see John 16:17), especially the truth concerning the Lord Jesus (see John 15:26). 

“Because the Spirit is truth”: bear witness concerning the Lord Jesus by water and blood (see v.6); the Spirit testifies that it is completely worthy of the truth, for the Spirit is truth, so He is also called “the Spirit of truth” (see John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The Lord Jesus has testified He is God and came to become a man and obtain perfect victory through the water of baptism and the blood shedding on the cross. In like manner we have also baptized into His death and resurrection (see Rom. 6:3-5) and bear the brands of the Lord Jesus (see Gal. 6:17) by crucifixion with Him, testifying that we overcome by the cross (see Col. 2:15).

2) In the present Christianity, many people remember only his birth (what is testified by the water), but ignore His death (what is testified by the blood). A minority of believers that love the Lord thank Him for His Incarnation but also break the bread and drink the cup to remember and thank Him for His death (see 1Cor. 11:25-26). 

3) The Lord Jesus was conceived through the Spirit (see Luke 1:35), and His baptism and being tempted and ministry and works all concern the Spirit (see Luke 3:22; 4:1, 14; John 3:34; 15:26; Acts 10:38).

4) Without the revelation, guidance, testimony and working of the Spirit, all the truth of the Christianity is merely letter and rules and doctrines that profit us nothing. However, if the Spirit works, everything is filled with life (see 2Cor. 3:6; Gal. 6:8) and is truth. . 

1John. 5:7 “For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.” 

1John. 5:8 “And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.” 

YLT: “because three are who are testifying , the Spirit, and the water, and the blood, and the three are into the one.”

Literal Meaning: “and there are three that bear witness on earth”, “bear witness”, according to the Jewish law, witnesses should be at least two, and three shall be better (see Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt. 18:16).

“The Spirit, the water, and the blood”, it mentions verse six and seven again. 

“And these three agree as one”, “as one”: for the same purpose ---- bear witness concerning Jesus Christ that those who believe Him will obtain eternal life (see v.9-13; John 20:31). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The testimony God has testified of His Son the Lord Jesus Christ is full and perfect (“three”). From His birth to death, every point testifies that He is the Son of God.

2) All that bear witness to God has sufficiently met the need of each case and need, and all of them are interrelated and summed up unto one (see Eph. 1:10). How amazing! 

1John. 5:9 “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son.” 

YLT: “If the testimony of men we receive, the testimony of God is greater, because this is the testimony of God that He hath testified concerning His Son.”

Meaning of Words: “receive”: obtain, hold; “greater”: more; “testify”: bear witness; 

Literal Meaning: “if we receive the witness of men”, “the witness of men”: the witness of men in daily life; “receive the witness of men”: receive the witness of those who are worthy to be believed; 

“The witness of God is greater”, “the witness of God”: the above-mentioned three witnesses of the Spirit and water and blood (see v.8); “greater”: more reliable, more important; 

“For this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son”, the witness of God is finally unto Jesus Christ, proving that He is the Son of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) In our daily life, we often rely on the messages, with few doubts, provided by men no matter in small stuff we shall buy or in the judgment of great things concerning life and death. However, we may lack faith in the guidance and testimony of God the environment and word and the Spirit in us as if God lay (see v.10)

2) The center of God’s testimony is His Son ---- our Lord Jesus Christ. All the witness we have borne toward men shall draw men’s attention to Him and turn unto Him.

1John. 5:10 “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.” 

YLT: “He who is believing in the Son of God, hath the testimony in himself; he who is not believing God, a liar hath made Him, because he hath not believed in the testimony that God hath testified concerning His Son;”

Meaning of Words: “have”: obtain, receive; “make”: do, keep; “liar”: he who lies;  

Literal Meaning: “He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself”, “believe” means “receive” (see v.9); “has the witness in himself”: have believed the Son of God; 

  “Believe” here is in the present tense, but “believe” in 3:23 is in the past tense, which referred to the faith one had obtained when he was saved, namely, the faith that one received Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. Here, 5:10, it is the faith of believing Jesus Christ constantly in the daily life, namely, the faith of believing that the Lord is the center of our life. 

“He who does not believe God has made Him a liar”, “he who does not believe God”: he who does not believe the testimony of God does not receive the testimony God has given of His Son (see v.9); “has made Him a liar”: do not confess that He is a living and true God (see 1Thess. 1:9). 

“Because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son”, “has not believed”: have never believed at all;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) He who believes the Son of God has received both the Son of God (see John 1:12) as well as the testimony of God that the testimony will be deeply rooted into the mind and conduct of our whole life. Thus, the faith of Christ is become the guidance of our life. 

2) People in the world may believe everyone have a voice in deciding whether to believe or not. However, he who does not believe the testimony of God has made God a liar. And it is a severe sin. 

3) If a man resists God because of ignorance and foolishness, he has still got a chance for salvation. However, if one resists God all the time, his end will be miserable.

1John. 5:11 “And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” 

YLT: “and this is the testimony, that life age-during did God give to us, and this -- the life -- is in His Son;”

Meaning of Words: “given”: granted; “eternal life”: the everlasting life;

Literal Meaning: “and this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life”, “the testimony” refers to the testimony of God with two aspects: 1) the testimony that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (see v.1, 5, 9-10); 2) the testimony that he who believes Jesus is the Son of God has the eternal life (see v.13). 

  “Has given”, it is given with a condition of believing the Son; “us”: believers; “eternal life”: the everlasting life, namely, the life that lives forever and never perishes (see John 10:28) ---- the life of God, God Himself (see v.20).

“And this life is in His Son”, it shows that Christ is the life that God will give to us (see Col. 3:4). The eternal life is not given to us by God besides Christ. The eternal life is the life in the Son of God, which has been given to us in the Son.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There are several points concerning the “eternal life”: a) origin ---- God; b) by ---- Christ; c) cost ---- given freely; d) condition ---- believe; e) object ---- we believers; f) nature ---- live forever; 

2) Eternal life is not the old life prolonged to eternity, but a new life of new nature, namely, the life in the Son of God. One is able to obtain and enjoy the eternal life when he began to believe the Son.

1John. 5:12 “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” 

YLT: “he who is having the Son, hath the life; he who is not having the Son of God -- the life he hath not.”

Meaning of Words: “has”: obtain, possess;  

Literal Meaning: “He who has the Son has life”, “has the Son”: one obtains the Son of God by faith; “has life”: have the eternal life; 

“He who does not have the Son of God does not have life”, “does not have the Son of God”: do not believe the Son of God; “does not have life”: do not have the eternal life;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Life is in Christ (see v.11; John 1:4), and Christ is life (John 11:25; 14:6; Col. 3:4). Therefore, Christ and life are one. 

2) If man desires to enjoy the eternal life, he as to receive Jesus Christ. One can not obtain the eternal life if he resists Jesus Christ. 

3) This verse is the best proof to refute the doctrine that “all religions will be unto one”, because all other religions do not believe Jesus Christ is the “only begotten” Son of God. 

1John. 5:13 “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.” 

YLT: “These things I did write to you who are believing in the name of the Son of God, that ye may know that life ye have age-during, and that ye may believe in the name of the Son of God.”

Meaning of Words: “believe in”: trust in; “know”: see, be aware of;  

Literal Meaning: “these things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God”, “these things”: in the narrow sense, they are the words of verse eleven and twelve. But in the broad sense, they relate to the words of this book; “believe”: it is the faith of believing Jesus Christ constantly in the daily life, namely, the faith of believing that the Lord is the center of our life. 

“That you may know that you have eternal life”, “know”: truly know; “you have eternal life”: the assurance of salvation. This verse tells us that believers need not to wait until the future, but are able to know they have been truly saved and are enjoying the eternal life at present. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) As long as we believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God, we will be able to receive the eternal life. This is a real fact according to the words of the Scriptures. 

2) Whether a believer has the life of God or not can be “known”. And such “knowledge” is not according to our personal feeling, but according to the objective words in the Scriptures. 

3) When we have faith in the Lord, we are living in and by the divine life. When we have no faith in the Lord, we live in and by ourselves. 

1John. 5:14 “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.” 

YLT: “And this is the boldness that we have toward Him, that if anything we may ask according to his will, He doth hear us,”

Meaning of Words: “according to”: on the basis of; “will”: desire, pleasure; “ask”: call, require; “have”: keep; “confidence”: boldness; 

Literal Meaning: “if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us”, “according to His will”: the content of our prayer should be according to the will of God instead of our own motivation; “He hears us”, God’s hearing our prayer is conditional. If we do not pray according to it, He will not hear us. 

  “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him”, “we have in Him”: we have face-to-face fellowship with God (see 1:6-7); “confidence”: it is a kind of true confidence, which refers to “the freedom of speech” in the original. In the real democracy, men are able to speak out freely without any fear of being punished. Here, the meaning of this word extends to prayer to God ---- as long as one keeps himself in the will of God, he has no fear. 

  This verse indicates that when we draw near to God and have fellowship with God in life, as long as we ask according to the will of God, we will naturally have a kind of confidence out of us that He will hear us. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Faith only prays or works within the will of God. Faith beyond the scope of the will of God is not real faith. 

2) True faith is the assurance that God has heard us as soon as the prayer is uttered. That is to say, we do not need to wait until the prayer is granted.

3) The power of God is hidden in His will. As long as everything is truly in the will of God, even though there is the most terrible temptation, we can still be with boldness, knowing that He is hearing us.

4) When you have understood the will of God, you have to pray because of the will you have known now in order to perfect His will. Now the question is not the needy should be provided, but the will of God should be perfected.

5) Real spiritual prayer is to ask God to do His will, just as the Lord Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane “not as I will, but as you will” (Matt. 26:39).

6) Real spiritual prayer is not to draw the divine power to fulfill our human desires, but to ask God to work in us through His power to change our mind that our mind will be in keeping with the will of God. Thus, the will of God will be done. 

1John. 5:15 “And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” 

YLT: “and if we have known that He doth hear us, whatever we may ask, we have known that we have the requests that we have requested from Him.”

Meaning of Words: “hear”: come to the ears; 

Literal Meaning: “and if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask”, “if we know”, the collocation shows that the condition is true. In other words, we can surely know that verse 14 is true. “Whatever we ask”: everything we ask according to His will (see v.14);

“We know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him”, “have the petitions that we have asked of”: everything we have asked of is granted; “have the petitions”: the present tense indicates that the promise of God has already been obtained. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we know God hears our prayer, we will know that He will answer our prayer.

2) Believers do not impel God to hear our prayers by good words. Prayer is to seek the will of God in His words. Once we have caught the will of God, we will ask God according to the will, thus driving the hands of God. 

3) The steps of God’s hearing prayers are as follows: a) seek the will of God; b) pray according to the will of God; c) know that God will hear such prayer; d) know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

1John. 5:16 “If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that.” 

YLT: “If any one may see his brother sinning a sin not unto death, he shall ask, and He shall give to him life to those sinning not unto death; there is sin to death, not concerning it do I speak that he may beseech;”

Meaning of Words: “ask”: seek;  

Literal Meaning: “if anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death”, “brother”: believer; there are three meanings of “death”: a) physical death (see 1Cor. 11:29-30); b) spiritual death (see Rev. 3:1); c) death of perdition (Rev. 20:6, 14); “sin which does not lead to death”: man can still live after committing such sins, which include all sins outside of “the sin leading to death”.

“He will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death”, “ask”: ask according to the will of God (see v.14a). Concerning such prayer, on one hand, he who asks will have the confidence toward God (see v.14b) and the assurance of being answered (see v.15). And on the other hand, he for whom the brother prays will receive life. “He will give him life”, the one who asks will help him who sins to obtain life. “Life” is opposite to “death” in this verse. Here, “life” refers to spiritual life. And “death” shall also be interpreted as spiritual death. Therefore, the spiritual life will quicken the brother whose spiritual condition are on the brink of death and recover the fellowship of life with God. 

“There is sin leading to death”, “sin leading to death”, there are many different explanations among Bible scholars: a) he who murders pays the forfeit of his life. He who murders must die (see Pro. 28:17); b) the sin of failing to distinguish the body of the Lord when taking bread in the bread-breaking gathering (see 1Cor. 11:30); c) the sin of cheating the Spirit (see Acts 5:5, 10); d) the sin of blaspheming the Spirit (see Matt. 12:31-32); e) a certain kind of sin which is condemned to death by God; f) the sin of apostasy;

The most proper explanation shall be according to the main theme John wrote this epistle ---- exhort and warn believers not to follow heretical teachers blindly, who are ministers of the devil and whose end is going into eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels (see Matt. 25:41). These heretical teachers call them Christians and disguise them as Christians (see 2Cor. 11:13), so they are regarded as brothers and sisters by common believers. Actually, they are false brothers, who deny Jesus is the Christ and the Son of God. Therefore, they have committed “the sin leading to death”. 

“I do not say that he should pray about that”, we shall pray for common believers and unbelievers. However, as for these heretical teachers who are used by the devil to destroy the sound faith, we shall not pray for them. Note that “pray about” here is different from “ask”. Some Bible expositors explain it: “I do not say that he should inquire about that”. That it to say, one should not inquire of God why they are allowed to commit such sin, nor inquire why God does not hear prayer but lets them die. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Intercession is channel of receiving life. Where there are many intercessions, there will be more fellowship of life.

2) There are two kinds of prayer ---- one is what we should ask, and the other is what we should not. Let us ask more about what we should pray, and less about what we should not. This is the wisdom of believers.

3) Let believers take the most care of themselves (see v.21), lest we should commit the “sin leading to death”. Therefore, we’d better “keep us from idols” (see v.21), for the devil always hides behind “the religious idols” that believers will be unconsciously led astray to follow heretical teachers. 

1John. 5:17 “All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death.” 

YLT: “all unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not unto death.”

Meaning of Words: “unrighteousness”: injustice; “sin”: miss the mark; 

Literal Meaning: “all unrighteousness is sin”, “unrighteousness”: any unrighteous work to God or to men will interrupt the fellowship with God (see 1:9). “Is sin”: here it gives the definition of sin (see 3:4). This verse counts all works falling short of God’s righteousness as sin, including “sins leading to death” and “sins not leading to death”. 

“And there is sin not leading to death”, all sins that men have committed include “sins not leading to death”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is sin of failing to say what one should say and do what one should do, and it is also sin of saying what one should not say and doing what one should not do, for all of them are unreasonable and lawless and unjust. 

2) It is too easy for believers to commit “sin not leading to death”. Therefore, let us pray for one another (see v.16) so that we will be enlightened in time and confess sins and thus the fellowship of life will be recovered (see 1:9).

1John. 5:18 “We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him.” 

YLT: “We have known that every one who hath been begotten of God doth not sin, but he who was begotten of God doth keep himself, and the evil one doth not touch him;”

Meaning of Words: “sin”: miss the mark; “keep”: preserve, watch; “wicked”: evil; “touch”: attach oneself to; 

Literal Meaning: “we know that whoever is born of God does not sin”, there are three “know”s in the end of this epistle. Here the first “know” repeats the first half of verse nine, chapter three, declaring that all those who are true children of God will not often sin. 

  “But he who has been born of God keeps himself”, here it emphasizes that the life in the Son of God (see v.11) has the power to keep. Therefore, we believers that are born again with the life of God’s Son will also be enabled to keep ourselves. 

  “And the wicked one does not touch him”, “the wicked one” refers to the devil (see 3:8, 12). “Does not touch him”: be unable to seize him to drag him into the habit of sin; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There is the inborn instinct in each believer, namely, the life of God, to keep him. 

2) The life of God is stronger than the devil, and is the evil than the natural man. When we resist the devil, success or failure pivots on whether we have relied on the life. 

1John. 5:19 “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one.” 

YLT: “we have known that of God we are, and the whole world in the evil doth lie;”

Meaning of Words: “of God”: out of God; “whole”: all; “lies”: lie outstretched; 

Literal Meaning: “we know that we are of God”, here it is the second time of mentioning “we know …”. The three times of mentioning it indicate the difference of believers after we have been saved between the world. “We are of God”, we are of God and are taken care of by God so that we need not to be ruled by the devil. 

  “And the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one”, “the whole world”: all the people in the world and the whole system by which they live; “lies under the sway of the wicked one”, it has two aspect of meaning: a) receive the feeding and teaching of the devil in his bosom; b) be forced to lie under the hands of the devil to let him rule and exploit;  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The difference of believers from the world lies in: a) we are born of God (see v.18) and have the life of God; b) we have been separated from the world and are sanctified unto God. 

2) Since we have already turned to God from Satan (see Acts 26:18) and have been free from the control of the devil, we shall not imitate the lifestyle of the world so as not to be deceived by the devil.

3) Those who are of God receive the protection and provision of God, and those who are of the devil are ruled and fed by the devil ---- both of them belong to different spheres. If we desire to please God, we have to keep the boundary of this separation and not be friend of the world (see 2Cor. 6:14-18).

1John. 5:20 “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.” 

YLT: “and we have known that the Son of God is come, and hath given us a mind, that we may know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ; this one is the true God and the life age-during!”

Meaning of Words: “come”: arrive, be present; “understanding”: mind; “given”: granted; “true”: real; 

Literal Meaning: “and we know that the Son of God has come”, “we know”, this is the third time of mentioning “we know…” ---- all true believers of God must have the three aspects of knowledge from verse eighteen to twenty.  “The Son of God” refers to Jesus Christ; “has come”, he had been incarnated to come to us and be with us (see John 1:14). 

“And has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true”, “understanding” does not refer to the worldly wisdom (see 1Cor. 2:6), but the wisdom for salvation (see 2Tim. 3:15) and spiritual wisdom (see Col. 1:9); “know”, the knowledge acquired from experience; “Him who is true”: the only true God, who is the only true and real One. All is vain and false except for Him. 

“And we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ”, “In Him who is true”: in the true God; “in His Son Jesus Christ”: he who is in Christ is in the true God, for in him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9). Therefore, we are in the true God, in Christ, which indicates that His Son Jesus Christ is the true God. God and His Son are one. 

“This is the true God and eternal life”, “this is the true God”, the Son of God and God Himself cannot be separated. Once we have obtained the Son of God, we have obtained God Himself. This definition aims at the false Gnostic doctrine that Christ is not God. “And eternal life”, such a true God is eternal life to believers so that we believers have become partakers of the divine life. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All is vanity in the world (see Eccl. 1:2). Only in Christ there is reality and truth. 

2) All idols are vain and false that cannot bring men true joy and enjoyment. Things can become true (see 2Cor. 1:19-20) though Jesus Christ only so that we will obtain true joy and enjoyment.

3) The Son of God can not be separated from the true God. our experience of the Son of God is also the experience of the true God. 

1John. 5:21 “Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” 

YLT: “Little children, guard yourselves from the idols! Amen.”

Meaning of Words: “little children”: little kids; “keep”: preserve; “idols”: images;  

Literal Meaning: “little children, keep yourselves from idols”, “keep yourselves”: keep oneself from external attacks, especially the unprincipled cunning of heresies (see Eph. 4:14); “idol” has two meanings: a) in a narrow sense it refers to false god; b) in a broad sense, it relates to all things and persons that replace God in believers’ heart;

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though he who is born of God keeps himself (see v.18), every believer shall still obey the life of God. If we do not abide in the life of God, the great power of the divine life cannot work in us.

2) The world is full of tangible and intangible idols attacking men’s hearts everywhere. And there are also many intangible idols even in the church (e.g. spiritual giants, money, etc.). The best way of keeping oneself is to keep far away from them and let nobody and nothing occupy our heart. 

3) If we uphold a certain point of truth or a certain preacher in the church above what is written in the Scriptures (see 1Cor. 4:6), they will become our idols that our thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ (see 2Cor. 11:3).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Four Effects of Faith

A. Be born of God (v.1);

B. Love Him who begot (v.1, 2a);

C. Love him who is begotten of Him (v.2c);

D. Keep the commandments of God (v.2b, 3);

Seven Testimonies of Christians

A. The testimony of love ---- keep the commandments of God’s love (v.1-3);

B. The testimony of faith ---- overcome the world (v.4-5);

C. The testimony of Jesus Christ ---- by water and blood (v.6);

D. The testimony of the Spirit ---- testify the truth (v.7-8); 

E. The testimony of God ---- he who believed the Son has the eternal life (v.9-13);

F. The testimony of prayer ---- God hears us if we ask anything according to His will (v.14-17);

G. The testimony of eternal life ---- he who is born of God keeps himself (v.18-21);

Faith, Hope and Love

A. The faith of Christians

1. Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God (v.1);

2. This is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith (v.4-5);

3. He who believes the Son of God believers the three testimonies God bears to His Son (v.6-10);

4. He who believes the name of the Son of God may know that he has eternal life (v.13);

B. The hope of Christians

1. Once one has the Son of God, he has the hope of eternal life (v.11-12; see Col. 1:27);

2. God and His divine life will keep us for that day (v.18-19);

C. The love of Christians

1. Everyone who is born of God and loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him (v.1);

2. He who keeps His commandments loves God and the children of God (v.2-3);

Several “Know”s

A. Know that you have eternal life (v.13);

B. Know that He hears us, whatever we ask (v.15a);

C. Know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him (v.15b);

D. Know that whoever is born of God does not sin (v.18);

E. Know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one (v.19);

F. Know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding (v.20);

Sorts of Sins

A. Sin leading to death (v.16);

B. Sin not leading to death (v.17);

Three Basic Convictions of Christians 

A. Who are born of God that they have the life of God (v.18);

B. Who are of God that they are not ruled by the evil one (v.19);

C. Who are in Christ that they know God (v.20);

General Outlines of the First Epistle of John
The Beginning 

1. The Word of life from the beginning (1:1);

2. The old commandment which you have had from the beginning (2:7);

3. He who is from the beginning (2:13-14);

4. That you heard from the beginning (2:24);

5. The devil has sinned from the beginning (3:8);

6. The message that you heard from the beginning (3:11);

The Being of the Lord Jesus

1. The Word of life from the beginning (1:1);

2. That eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us (1:2);

3. His Son, the Son, the Son of God, the only begotten Son (1:3, 7; 2:22-24; 3:8, 23; 4:9, 10, 15; 5:5, 9-13, 20);

4. Christ (1:3; 2:1, 22; 3:23; 4:2; 5:1, 6, 20);

5. Advocate (2:1);

6. propitiation (2:2);

Little Children

1. Little children, do not sin (1:1-2:6);

2. Little children, do not love the world (2:7-17);

3. Little children, it is the last hour (2:18-27);

4. Little children, abide in the Lord (2:28-3:6);

5. Little children, let no one deceive you (3:7-24);

6. Little children, you are of God and have overcome them (4:1-5:17);

7. Little children, keep yourselves from idols (5:18-21);

From Eternal Life to Eternal Life

1. The preachment and declaration of the eternal life:

a. Was manifested: was manifested to us (1:2);

b. We have heard; we have seen; we have touched (1:1-3, 5);

c. Bear witness: declare to you (1:2, 5);

d. We might live through Him; know that we have eternal life (4:9; 5:11-13);

2. The effect of obtaining the eternal life:

a. Through which we are enabled to have fellowship with God and be filled with joy (1:3-4);

b. There is the teaching of the anointing in the eternal life (2:25-27);

c. Through which we can practice righteousness and do not sin and cannot sin (2:29; 3:9; 5:16, 18);

d. Through which we can love brothers and obtain love to love God and him who is begotten of Him (3:14; 4:7; 5:1);

e. Through which we are able to keep ourselves so that the wicked one cannot touch us (5:18-19);

f. Through which we get understanding to know the true One and abide in Him (5:20);

3. This is the true God and eternal life (5:20);

The Relations of the Lord Jesus with Believers

1. The eternal life which was manifested to us (1:2);

2. Our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ (1:3);

3. The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin (1:7);

4. We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (2:1);

5. He Himself is the propitiation for our sins (2:2; 4:10);

6. Let us keep His commandments and His word (2:3, 5);

7. Let us abide in Him and walk just as He walked (2:6);

8. Our sins are forgiven for the Lord’ name's sake (2:12);

9. He who acknowledges the Son has the Father also (2:23);

10. when the Lord is revealed, we shall be like Him (3:2);

11. The Lord was manifested to take away our sins (3:5);

12. The Lord laid down His life for us (3:16);

13. God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him (4:9);

14. The Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world (4:14);

15. Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God (5:1);

16. He who overcomes the world is the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God (5:5);

17. He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself (5:10);

18. He who has the Son has life (5:12);

19. The Son of God has come and has given us an understanding (5:20);

20. We are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ (5:20);

God is …

1. God is light (1:5).

2. God is righteous (2:29).

3. God is love (3:7, 16).

This is …

1. This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you (1:5);

2. This is the antichrist (2:22);

3. This is the message that you heard from the beginning (3:11);

4. This is the spirit of the Antichrist (4:3);

5. This is love (4:10);

6. This is what we have seen and testify (4:14);

7. This is the commandment we have from Him (4:21);

8. This is the love of God (5:3);

9. This is the confidence that we have in Him (5:14);

10. This is the true God and eternal life (5:20);

Seven Pair of Contrast between Truth and Falsehood

1. The contrast between light and darkness (1:5-2:11);

2. The contrast between God the Father and the world (2:12-17);

3. The contrast between the Christ and the antichrist (2:18-28);

4. The contrast between practicing righteousness and committing sins (2:29-3:24);

5. The contrast between the Spirit and the spirit of error (4:1-6);

6. The contrast between true love and vain love (4:7-21);

7. The contrast between he who is born of God and he who is born of man (5:1-21);

Truth

1. The truth can be practiced (1:6);

2. The truth is in the one who is true only (1:8; 2:4);

3. The truth can be known (2:21);

4. No lie is of the truth (2:21);

5. They who truly love one another are of the truth (3:19);

6. The spirit of the truth abides in him who hears those who are of God (4:6);

Four Lies

1. He who says he has fellowship with God walks in darkness (1:6);

2. He who says he knows the Lord does not keep the word of Him (2:4);

3. He who denies Jesus is the Christ (2:22);

4. He who says he loves God does not love his brothers (4:20);

Seven Trials

1. The trial of being in light and in darkness (the trial of self-righteousness):

a. Confess one’s sins or say one has no sin (1:6-9);

b. Love brothers or hate brothers (2:8-11);

2. The trial of knowing and not knowing God the Father (the trial of love): 

a. Love God or love the world (2:15);

b. Keep the will of God and do worldly things (2:16-17);

3. The trial of being of the Christ and of the antichrist (the trial of faith):

a. Be with the apostle or go out (2:18-19);

b. Confess or deny Jesus is the Christ (2:21-23);

c. Obey or disobey the teaching of the anointing (2:27);

4. The trial of practicing righteousness and committing sins (the trial of virtue):

a. Clean oneself or commit lawlessness (3:3-4);

b. Love one another or be merciless to brothers (3:11-18);

c. Our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God (3:20-21); 
5. The trial of the spirit of the truth and the spirit of error (the trial of discernment):

a. Every spirit that confesses or denies that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (4:2-3);

b. Hear the apostles or false prophets (4:5-6);

6. The trial of true love and vain love (the trial of heart):

a. Abide or not abide in God (4:13-16);

b. Fear or not fear the coming judgment of God (4:17-18);

7. The trial of he who is born of God and he who is born of man (the trial of life):

a. Love or not love the children of God (5:1-2);

b. Overcome or be unable to overcome the world (5:4-5);

c. Believe or disbelieve the testimony of God’s Son (5:6-11);

d. Commit or not commit the sin leading to death (5:16-18);

Seven Trials of False Performances

1. False fellowship (1:6) ---- he who says he has fellowship with God walks in darkness, being unfaithful to men;

2. False holiness (1:8) ---- he who says he has no sin deceives himself, being unfaithful to oneself;

3. False righteousness (1:10) ---- he who says he has never sinned makes God a liar, being unfaithful to God;

4. False faithfulness (2:4) ---- he who says he knows the Lord does not keep His commandment, being unfaithful to the Lord;

5. False works (2:6) ---- he who says he abides in the Lord does not walk as He walked, being unfaithful to the Lord’s word;

6. False spirituality (2:9) ---- he who says he is in light hates his brothers, being unfaithful to the true light of God;

7. False love to God (4:20) ---- he who says he loves God hates his brothers, being unfaithful to God’s love;

Know Sin

1. Everyone has sin;

a. Everyone has sin ---- If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves (1:8);

b. Everyone has sins ---- If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar (1:10);
2. The origin of sin ---- He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning (3:8);

3. The definition of sin;

a. Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness (3:4);

b. All unrighteousness is sin (5:17);
4. The redemption of sin;

a. If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous (2:1);

b. He Himself is the propitiation for our sins (2:2; 4:10);

c. He was manifested to take away our sins (3:5);

d. The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin (1:7);

e. Our sins are forgiven you for His name's sake (2:12);

5. What shall believers do after sins?

a. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1:9);

b. If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask, and He will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death (5:16);

6. How can believers not commit sin?

a. Know the Lord’s word ---- these things I write to you, so that you may not sin (2:1);

b. Abide in the Lord ---- Whoever abides in Him does not sin (3:6);

c. Live by the seed of God in believers ---- whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him (3:9; 5:18);

The Confidence of Believers

1. If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another (1:7);

2. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1:9);

3. By this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments (2:3);

4. Whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him (2:5);
5. He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him (2:10);
6. We know the truth and that no lie is of the truth (2:21);
7. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son (2:24);

8. The anointing teaches us concerning all things (2:27);

9. Abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence (2:28);

10. We should be called children of God (3:1);

11. We know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is (3:2);

12. Whoever abides in Him does not sin (3:6);

13. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him (3:9);

14. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren (3:14);

15. Let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. And by this we know that we are of the truth (3:18-19);

16. And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight (3:22);

17. Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him (3:24);

18. Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God (4:2);

19. Everyone who loves is born of God (4:7);

20. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us (4:12);

21. We have known and believed the love that God has for us (4:16);

22. Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God (5:1);

23. Whatever is born of God overcomes the world (5:4);

24. He who believes in the name of the Son of God knows that he has eternal life (5:13);

25. If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us (5:14);

26. We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself (5:18);

True

1. True new commandment (2:5);

2. True light (2:5);

3. True anointing (2:27);

4. True children of God (3:1);

5. He who is true (3:2);

6. The spirit of truth (4:6; 5:7);

7. True God (5:20);

Brotherly Love (Love One Another)

1. The definition of love;

a. The love of God (2:5);

b. By this we know love, because the Lord laid down His life for us (3:16);
2. The origin of love;

a. Love is from God (4:7);

b. We love Him because He first loved us (4:19);

3. How to love brothers?

a. Keep the commandments of the Lord (2:7-8; 3:11);

b. The fellowship of love ---- love one another (4:7, 12);

c. By the divine life ---- everyone who loves is born of God (4:7);
d. Abide in love (4:16);
e. Love God ---- everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him (5:1-2);
4. The chief points of brotherly love;

a. We also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren (3:16);

b. Let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth (3:18);
5. The profits of love;

a. He who loves his brother abides in the light (2:10);

b. We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren (3:14);

c. Love has been perfected among us that we may have boldness in the day of judgment and there is no fear in love (4:17-18);

Definitions

1. He who love his brother abides in the light (2:10);

2. He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son (2:22);

3. Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness (3:4);

4. Sin is lawlessness (3:4);

5. Whoever hates his brother is a murderer (3:15);

6. He who abides in love abides in God (4:16);

7. This is the love of God, that we keep His commandments (5:3);

8. This is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith (5:4);

Believers and the World

1. The world is enmity with God ---- if anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him (2:15);

2. Things of the world ---- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (2:16);

3. How to overcome the world?

a. Do not love the world or the things in the world (2:15);

b. Be strong and let the word of God abide in us and overcome the wicked one (2:13-14; see 5:19);

c. By the life of God ---- whatever is born of God overcomes the world (5:4a);

d. Faith ---- and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith (5:4b)

Three Trials of the Normal Christians’ Faith

1. The trial of truth ---- confess Jesus is the Christ (2:18-23; 4:1-6);

2. The trial of virtues ---- cleanse oneself (3:1-10);

3. The trial of love ---- brotherly love (3:11-18);

He Who is Born of God

1. Everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him (2:29);

2. Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him (3:9);

3. Everyone who loves is born of God (4:7);

4. Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God (5:1);

5. Whatever is born of God overcomes the world (5:4);

6. Whoever is born of God does not sin, but he who has been born of God keeps himself (5:18);
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