《Commentary on the Book of Genesis (Vol. 1)》(Caleb Huang)
Introduction to the Book of Genesis
I. Writer

    It is said the first five books of the Bible were all written by Moses, and they are called “the Pentateuch”. This book is the first one of “the Pentateuch”. 
II. The Time and Location the Book was Written

    Moses was a man living during about 1500-1400 BC. And the things described in this book were approximately during 4000 to 1800 BC, a total period of nearly 2300 years. How could Moses know the history long before him? Probably, he received revelations and inspirations from God when he was on the Mount Sinai and in the wilderness (see Acts 7:37-38). 

III. The Importance of This Book
    1. The Book of Genesis is the first book of the whole Bible as well as the most important book of the Bible. Many significant topics are mentioned in this book, such as the revelation of God Himself, the origin of the universe and all things, the relation of God with human beings, the counsel of God’s redemption, the types of Christ, the guidance of God, the process of the ancient saints’ being dealt with, etc. We can say that each important biblical fact, truth, teaching and revelation is rooted in this book, as the unformed substance of the baby chicks has been early in the eggs. 

    2) There are two books in the Bible which are especially hated by the devil, namely, the Book of Genesis and the Book of Revelation. In the past two thousand years, the devil always tried to destroy the credibility of these two books and overthrew its records and accused the book of either “legend” or “superstition”. That is because the Book of Genesis speaks of God’s judgment upon the devil (see Gen. 3:14-15) and the Book of Revelation speaks of the execution upon it (Rev. 20:2-3, 10). 
IV. General Description

    This book shows us God’s creation and the fall of man. God created all things and made the man to reign on the earth to represent Him and manifest His glory. However, man fell and failed all times in all cases. However, even though man was corrupted, God did not give up His original purpose and counsel. God always stretched out His hands to provide salvation and redemption when men fell in different stages. The fall and failure of man had presented chances to God to manifest His grace. It is revealed everywhere in this book that the coming Christ is the hope and redeemer of the fallen race. 
V. Special Points 

    1. In the New Testament, the Spirit has quoted the words from this book through the Lord’s servants for over sixty times. Our Lord also quoted from this book for several times (see Matt. 19:4-6; 24:37-39; Luke 11:51; John 8:44, 56; etc.). 
2. The seeds of all the biblical truth are sown in this book and then sprout and grow and bear fruit.

3. The name of this book “Genesis” is given according to the Septuagint in Greek. There are no names of the books of the Old Testament in Hebrew. The Jews were accustomed to name each book by its first word. The first word of the first verse of the first chapter is “beginning”, so the Jews call this book “Beginning”. This book concerns the beginning of the heavens and the earth, the beginning of all things, the beginning of man, the beginning of sin, the beginning of redemption, the beginning of religion, the beginning of murder, the beginning of civilization, the beginning of genealogy, the beginning of the destruction of the world, the beginning of nation, the beginning of Babylon, the beginning of God’s call, the beginning of faith and promise, the beginning of the people of Israel and the beginning of the elect’s coming down to Egypt.

4. Different names of God appear in this book: “God” (Elohim, 1:1), “Jehovah” 2:4, “LORD” (“Adonai”, 18:27), “Jehovah-jireh” (22:14), “the Most High God” (14:20), “the Almighty God” (17:1), “the everlasting God” (21:33), etc. God revealed His many aspects to men so that we may receive much precious light from this book. 

5. Though our Lord is not once mentioned in this book directly, the book is full of types concerning Christ: e.g. the sleeping of Adam (2:21-22) is the type of the death of Christ on the cross. Skin (3:21), firstlings of the flock (4:4), the ram (22:13), etc. are the types that the Lord sacrificed for us. The ark (6:41) is the type that Christ is the only salvation of human beings. Isaac is the type of Christ who obeyed unto death (22:1-10). Melchizedek is the type of Christ who is the priest according to another order (14:17-20). Joseph (chap. 37-50) is the type of the Lord who was the beloved Son of the Father and was hated and rejected and sold by his brothers and was finally exalted to become the blessing and redeemer of his brothers and married the gentile new wife. 
VI. Key Verses

“Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all[b] the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”” (1:26)

“The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil …Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (2:9b, 16-17)

“Now the LORD has said to Abram: ‘Gent out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you’” (12:1).

“Abram believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness” (15:6).
VII. Key Words

  “Beginning” (1:1);

  “Corrupt” (6:11);
VIII. Outlines of the Book

A. Histories of the ancient times (chap.1-10);

1. Generations of the heavens and the earth (1:1-2:3);

2. The beginning and fall of man (2:4-3:24);

3. Man became under the sin and death (4:1-6:8);

4. The world was condemned (6:9-8:14);

5. Covenant and curse (8:15-9:28);

6. Dispersion and election (11:1-32);

B. Histories of the fathers of the elect (chap.12-50);

1. Abraham’s being called and promised (chap.12-20);

2. Isaac and the greater trial of his faith (chap.21-26);

3. Jacob and the embryo of Israel (chap. 27-36); 

4. Joseph and going to Egypt of Jacob’s whole family (chap.37-50)
Genesis Chapter One
I. Content of the Chapter

The Creation of God

A. God’s creation in the beginning (v.1);

B. God’s judgment (v.2a);

C. God’s restored creation:

1. The accordance of God’s creation:

a. The Spirit of God (v.2b);

b. The word of God ---- “God said” (v.3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26);

2. The first day of the restored creation ---- the separation of light and darkness (v.3-5);

3. The second day of the restored creation ---- the division between waters and waters, and the heavens were made (v.6-8);

4. The third day of the restored creation ---- the separation of waters and the earth, and the plants were made (v.9-13);

5. The fourth day of the restored creation ---- God set the lights such as the sun, the moon, the stars, etc. in the heavens (v.14-19);

6. The fifth day of the restored creation ---- God made all living creature in waters and in the sky (v.20-23);

7. The sixth day of the restored creation ---- God made all living creature and man (v.24-31);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

YLT: “In the beginning of God's preparing the heavens and the earth --”
Meaning of Words: “beginning”: first, principal; “God”: the mighty one, the supreme God; “create”: (the same word as that in verse 21 and 27) call the things which be not as being (Rom. 4:17; Heb. 11:3);
Literal Meaning: “beginning”: it is the beginning of the time.

  “God”: the faithful and mighty one. It is in the plural in the original, suggesting God is the God of Holy Trinity. 

  “Heavens” include the sky and the space and the third heaven (see 2Cor. 12:2).

  “Earth”: the earth in which we are inhabited. 

  This verse mentions the creation of God in the beginning. In modern times, the ancient fossils dug out of the earth were creatures created in the beginning. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God is the God existing “in the beginning”. He is before all and is the God of I AM THAT I AM (Ex. 3:14). 

  2) “In the beginning God” ---- Let everything of us be started by God and let Him have the preeminence in everything of us (Col.1:18). 

  3) God is the creator of all things. He is the almighty God (Gen. 17:1) who calls the things which are not as being. 

  4) God stretches forth the heavens and lays the foundation of the earth for the preparation of forming man (Zech. 12:1; Is. 45:18). Man is the center of God’s creature.  

Gen. 1:2 “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” 

YLT: “the earth hath existed waste and void, and darkness [is] on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God fluttering on the face of the waters,”
Meaning of Words: “was”: become, turn to; “without form”: empty place, vain, confusion; “void”: empty, void, vacuity; “deep”: abyss; “hover over”: move gently, shake, flutter, brood; 
Literal Meaning: there was an interval of rather long time between verse one and two. In the original there is a “but” in the beginning of verse two, which shows that the earth God had originally created was not “without form and void” but became so afterwards. 

  According to the Holy Scriptures, the earth God created was kept in beautiful order after precise measurement and was not as waste (Is. 45:18). Therefore, the condition of waste was because of the judgment of God, because the archangel desired to life up him to God and led some angels and living creatures on the earth to rebel against God. Therefore, they were judged by God and the earth became without form and void. And the archangel himself became Satan, and the angels became the evil and unclean spirits (Is. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:15-19; Rev. 12:49). 

  “The deep”, the word shows that God judged the previous world by waters and the waters had deeply covered the whole earth (2Pet. 3:6).

  “Darkness”, it indicates that God had sealed up the lights in the heavens when he judged (Job. 9:7).

  The last half of this verse is a turning point ---- after the judgment of God, God began to do the restoring works. And the restoring works were done by His Spirit ---- “the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” ---- “was hovering over”, it contains the meaning of loving-kindness and tenderness (Deut. 32:11). 

Spiritual Meaning: the first half of this verse typified our condition before we were saved. Concerning our personal situation, it was “without form”: poor and ugly. And as regards our function before God, it was “void”: useless and barren. Therefore, man was under the waters of God’s judgment ---- “the deep”, and fell in the power of “darkness” (Eph. 6:12; Col. 1:13) ---- what a miserable condition! 

  This verse also mentions our regeneration by water and the Spirit (John 3:3-6). We have been buried with the Lord by baptism unto His death (Rom. 6:4). And the Spirit makes united with Christ and raises us up with Him together (Rom. 6:5; Eph. 2:5; Col. 2:13).  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God is a God of judging sins ---- after the judgment of God, the earth became without form and void (Ex. 20:5-6).

  2) God is a God who turns death to life ---- He turned vanity into fullness of life and light (Rom. 4:17).

  3) God is a God who is both the leader and completer ---- He created and restored (Rev. 21:6).

  4) God is a God who is righteous and kind ---- He judged and then restored (1John 1:9).

  5) The Spirit is working continually in believers’ hearts so that we are enabled to lead a holy life according to His will (Eph. 3:20; Phil. 2:13). 

Gen. 1:3 “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.” 

YLT: “and God saith, `Let light be;' and light is.”
Literal Meaning: “God said”, the worlds were framed by the word of God (Heb. 11:3).

  “Let there be light”; and there was light”, “light”, the “light” was always there, not created afterwards. Here it emphasizes that the restoring works of God started from light which was opposite to darkness. God recovered everything by light. The modern science has also proved that light is indispensible to all creatures. 

Spiritual Meaning: “light” typifies that Christ is the light of the world (John 9:5; 8:12; 1:4-9; 12:46). Only when the light of the glory of Christ’s gospel has shone upon us, will we be saved (2Cor. 4, 6).

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God spoke, and it was done. He commanded, and it stood fast (Ps. 33:9).  Nothing shall be impossible with God (Luke 1:37).

  2) Our regeneration is by the living and abiding word of God (1Pet. 1:23).

  3) God’s word is the light of man’s life (John 1:1, 4). The entrance of God’s word gives light (Ps. 119:130). 

  4) Light is not only the source of life but also the source of truth (2Cor. 4:6) and joy (Eccl. 11:7) and purity (1John 1:5-7). 

  5) We were the people sitting in darkness and in the region and shadow of death, but there was a great light shinning upon us (Matt. 4:16). 

  6) When the light shines upon us, the nature of darkness will be exposed and then we will turn from darkness to God. 

  7) If we desire to help those who are in darkness and sins, we have to preach the word of God to them.

  8) The main reason for the desolation of the church is that many preachers preach merely words of theological doctrines or social welfare, instead of the word of God. 

  9) Human word should be put into practice. But the divine word itself is action. Therefore, the word of God should be fulfilled without deeds. The word of God is faithful forever. 

  10) From the first three verses of this chapter, there is “God”, and “the Spirit of God” and “God said” (namely, the word of God, see John 1:1-3). Here we can see the Holy Trinity. 

Gen. 1:4 “And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.” 

YLT: “And God seeth the light that good, and God separateth between the light and the darkness,”
Spiritual Meaning: God is not only a God who abides in light (1Tim. 6:16) but also more He Himself is light. In Him there is no darkness (1John 1:5). Therefore, darkness symbolizes sins (John 3:19) and all things opposite to God (Luke 22:53).

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “God saw the light, that it was good”. All his works throughout the generations are bringing all things to His light (Rev. 21:23-25; 22:5). 

  2) If we walk and abide in “light”, we will please God.

  3) God appreciates His own works, not human works. Therefore, let God works on us first, and then our works will be pleased by God. 

  4) God does not like “void”, but likes “separation”. He will separate all things of Him from all that are of the devil, and all that are of the light from that of darkness. 

  5) Whoever desires both light and darkness, his testimony must be void. 

  6) Man in darkness will be naturally void. Therefore, only when one is separated from darkness, can he get away from the void situation. 

  7) The light of God always does separation works. Wherever is shone by the light of God, there must be separation. 

  8) The separation of light and darkness pleases God (Is. 5:20; 2Cor. 6:14; Eph. 5:8-14). 

  9) Whenever the true light of the Lord shines upon man’s heart, he will be enabled to clearly distinguish between light and darkness, good and evil, and right and wrong. 

Gen. 1:5 “God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the evening and the morning were the first day.” 

YLT: “and God calleth to the light `Day,' and to the darkness He hath called `Night;' and there is an evening, and there is a morning -- day one.”
Literal Meaning: “the first day” here does not refer to a period of time, but twenty four hours. 

  It is “evening” first and then “morning”, for the darkness was first and then the light shone. 

  “Called”: name someone or something to show the ownership (Gen. 17:5, 15; 41:45; 2King 23:34; Dan. 1:7). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God is a God of counsel and of order. Let believers also learn from God in conversation and thus let all things be done decently and with order (1Cor. 14:40). 

  2) We believers who are saved are sons of light and sons of day (1Thess. 5:5). However, if we do not walk in light, we may still fall into spiritual darkness of night (John 12:35; Rom. 13:12-13; Eph. 5:8-12).

  3) Thanks God. Though we may be overtaken in a fault (Gal. 6:1) and enter into the spiritual night (“evening”), if we are willing to confess our sins and repent, we will still be forgiven (1John 1:9) and have bright morning. 

Gen. 1:6 “Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.”” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Let an expanse be in the midst of the waters, and let it be separating between waters and waters.'”
Meaning of Words: “firmament”: expanse, visible arch of the sky
Literal Meaning: there is a layer of aerosphere covering the earth, namely, “the aerosphere” called by the scientists. Waters in the cloud layer of the aerosphere are called “waters in the heavens” (Ps. 148:4). God divides the waters from the waters by physical principles. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Spiritually speaking, there are differences between the above waters and the earthly waters ---- whoever drinks of the earthly water shall thirst again. Whoever drinks of the water which the Lord shall give shall never thirst forever (John 4:13-14).  

  2) The word of God makes us know the difference between what is above and what is on the earth ---- have our mind on the things above, instead of things on the earth (Col. 3:2-3). 

  3) May God deliver us more from things “on the earth”, e.g. sins (Rom. 6:6-7), self (Gal. 2:20), flesh (Gal. 5:24), the world (Gal. 6:14), the customs of the world (Col. 2:21). 

Gen. 1:7 “Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so.” 

YLT: “And God maketh the expanse, and it separateth between the waters which under the expanse, and the waters which above the expanse: and it is so.”
Meaning of Words: “made”: do, set, bring forth, furnish; 
Literal Meaning: here the word “made” is different from “create” in verse one. “Create” is calling things which are not as being; “make”: it is setting or furnishing things that have been ready-made (v. 16, 25, 26, 31); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “And it was so”, nothing is impossible to God, so let us commit all things unto Him. 

  2) Everything shall be even as it was said by God. Therefore, what is really important is whether we have the “word” of God. 

  3) Even though the work God has started is sometimes difficult, He will fulfill it. 

Gen. 1:8 “And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second day.” 

YLT: “And God calleth to the expanse `Heavens;' and there is an evening, and there is a morning -- day second.”
Literal Meaning: there are three meanings of “heaven” in the scriptures: 1) the heaven (Gen. 7:11); 2) the heavens (Ezek. 2:7); 3) the third heaven (2Cor. 12:2). This verse refers to the heaven. 

  Note that God has not said “it was good”, for the spiritual of wickedness was still in the heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). 

Enlightenment in the Word: the mission of believers is to cast off Satan from the heavenly places he occupied (Rev. 12:12) so that the will of God will be done perfectly (Dan. 10:12-13).

Gen. 1:9 “Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so.” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Let the waters under the heavens be collected unto one place, and let the dry land be seen:' and it is so.”
Literal Meaning: all the oceans on the earth are interlinked. God made the land appear for the living creatures and human beings. 

  “And let the dry land appear”, the land existed firstly and then was covered by water because of judgment. 

Spiritual Meaning: in the holy Scriptures, “land” symbolizes man’s heart (Luke 8:15), and “sea” symbolizes the power of death (Rev. 20:13). God not only separated the sea and the land but also set the boundary of sea (Pro. 8:29), controlling the power of death. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Only when man’s heart is free from the power of death, will life be grown in his heart. 

  2) Keep your heart more than anything that is guarded, for out of it are the issues of life (Pro. 4:23).

Gen. 1:10 “And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.” 

YLT: “And God calleth to the dry land `Earth,' and to the collection of the waters He hath called `Seas;' and God seeth that good.”
Meaning of Words: “Seas”: waters;
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God always does separating works. The work of the first day is separating light from darkness. And the work of the second day is separating what is above from what is on the earth. And the third work of the third work is separating the land from the sea. 

  2) God gives proper names to things that He has separated. If we have really been sanctified unto Him, He will call us by name (John 10:3).

Gen. 1:11 “Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth"; and it was so.” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Let the earth yield tender grass, herb sowing seed, fruit-tree (whose seed in itself) making fruit after its kind, on the earth:' and it is so.”
Meaning of Words: “bring forth”: spring; “yield”: produce;
Literal Meaning: “according to its kind”, the four words have been mentioned ten times in this chapter, showing that every creature was made by God according to its kind, instead of evolution. 
Spiritual Meaning: the etymon of “land” means “breaking”. If the land of our heart is ploughed by the Holy Spirit, the hard land will be softened and become the suitable soil for growth. The green land will be full of fresh life. 

  Moreover, all the plants will bear much fruit (John 12:24), symbolizing the life of God will bear the fruit of life (Gal. 5:22-23; Eph.5:9) to glorify God (Phil. 1:11; Rom. 7:4). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “Let the earth bring forth”, the land of God (1Cor. 3:9) shall yield fruit of life. Let the children of God not occupy the land vainly (Luke 13:7). 

  2) Life appears because of the separation of light and darkness, and the above and the earth, and the sea and the land. Where there is no separation, there is no life. The beginning of spiritual life is the separation according to the will of God. 

  3) “Seed” and “fruit” with the seed show the continuance of life. Believers on the earth shall also spare more effort to preach the gospel to let the life of God pass on.

  4) “According to its kind”, it indicates that the spiritual life has the nature of separation and repels chaos. The divine life accepts the fellowship of the same life only (see 2Cor. 6:14-18).

  5) “Whose seed is in itself”, all the fruit of life can yield their life. Love yield love, and joy yields joy. 

Gen. 1:12 “And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” 

YLT: “And the earth bringeth forth tender grass, herb sowing seed after its kind, and tree making fruit (whose seed in itself) after its kind; and God seeth that good;”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) All situations of life are according to the will and word of God. Therefore, it is good in God’s sight. 

  2) God pleases that we are enabled to manifest His divine life (2Tim. 1:10; Phil. 1:20).

Gen. 1:13 “So the evening and the morning were the third day.” 

YLT: “and there is an evening, and there is a morning -- day third.”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Christ rose on the third day (1Cor. 15:4). If we have died with him, we shall also live together (2Tim. 2:11).

  2) If we are regenerated on the first day and die with Him on the second day, we will surely live with Him on the third day (1Cor. 15:4; Rom. 6:5) and get full life. Regeneration gives us the new life. However, the Lord desires us to have more abundant life (John 10:10), so we have to get the experience on the second day and the third day.

Gen. 1:14 “Then God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years;” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Let luminaries be in the expanse of the heavens, to make a separation between the day and the night, then they have been for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years,”
Meaning of Words: “sign”: miracle, token; “season”: appointed time, solemn feast;
Literal Meaning: “divide the day from the night”, divide according to whether the earth is toward the sun or back to the sun;

  “Signs”, to appoint the east and west and south and west and hours according to the positions of the sun and the moon and the stars;

  “Seasons”: sprint, summer, autumn and winter; 
  “Days”, the earth rotation of one circle is one day. 

  “Years”, the earth revolution of one circle is one year. 

Spiritual Meaning: “heavens”, it speaks of our position in the heaven. If we believers have really died and risen with the Lord, we will be made sit down together in the heavens with the Lord (Eph. 2:6). 

  “Lights” refer to the heavenly function of believers. If we believers stand on the ascended position, we will have the following functions:

  1. “Divide the day from the night”, let the world see the difference between light and darkness (2Cor. 6:14; Rom. 13:12-13; Eph. 5:8). 
  2. “Signs”, manifest the signs and tokens of God before the world so that when the world sees us, as though it sees God (Gen. 33:10; Phil. 1:20; 1Cor. 6:20).

  3. “Seasons, and for days and years”, maintain the authority and order of God in the earth full of chaos (1Cor. 14:33, 40).

Enlightenment in the Word: we are light of the world. Let our light shine before men (Matt. 5:16). 
Gen. 1:15 “and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth"; and it was so.” 

YLT: “and they have been for luminaries in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth:' and it is so.”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) When the lights shine, they are not for their own profit, but for illuminating the whole earth and bringing light to men. Therefore, let us also care for the profit of others. 

  2) The higher the lights are above the earth, the wider and further they will shine. The more distant believers are from the earth, the closer they are to God, and the more people will see our light. 

  3) God’s word is the origin of light. Therefore, let us often take heed to the word of God until the light may shine in our hearts (2Pet. 1:19).

Gen. 1:16 “Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also.” 

YLT: “And God maketh the two great luminaries, the great luminary for the rule of the day, and the small luminary -- and the stars -- for the rule of the night;”
Meaning of Words: “make”: do, set, appoint;
Literal Meaning: “the greater light” refers to the sun. “The lesser light” refers to the moon. 

  Generally, it is believers among Bible expositors that the sun and the moon and stars had been created “in the beginning” in verse one of this chapter. However, after God’s judgment, the earth was full of thick vapors and clouds so that the sun could not shine upon the earth, so it was full of darkness. On the first day, God divided the day and night by the sun (v.3). And on the fourth day, the sun and the moon and the stars presented their respective function according to the position and natural rules “made” by God. 

Spiritual Meaning: “the sun” typifies Christ (Mal. 4:2), and the moon typifies the church, and the stars typify individual believers (Rev. 1:20; Phil. 2:15-16; Dan. 12:3).
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The brilliancy of the church and believers is out of the glory of the Lord (2Cor. 3:18). Therefore, let us often look on the Lord. 

  2) When the church is desolate (the night without moonlight), individual believers (stars) need to appear as lights (Phil. 2:15).

Gen. 1:17 “God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth,” 

YLT: “and God giveth them in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth,”
Meaning of Words: “set”: appoint, lay; 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is just light the lights will work according to the positions and orbits “appointed” by God. Believers shall also live and work in the orbit of God’s will so that they shall be used by God. 

  2) Only when believers have held the heavenly position, shall they shine upon the darkness on the earth. 

Gen. 1:18 “and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.” 

YLT: “and to rule over day and over night, and to make a separation between the light and the darkness; and God seeth that good;”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God entrusts the authority of “ruling over the night” to the church and believers. In such dark night, let us pay attention to our conversation lest we should be reproved by the Lord (Rom. 13:12-13).

  2) If we fail to let world know the difference between light and darkness, we cannot please God. 

Gen. 1:19 “So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.” 

YLT: “and there is an evening, and there is a morning -- day fourth.”
Enlightenment in the Word: no matter how deep the night is, the morning will come. Darkness must go over, and dawn will appear. Therefore, let us not lose heart. 
Gen. 1:20 “Then God said, "Let the waters abound with an abundance of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the face of the firmament of the heavens."” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Let the waters teem with the teeming living creature, and fowl let fly on the earth on the face of the expanse of the heavens.'”
Meaning of Words: “abound”: full of; “living creatures”: living souls; “birds”: creatures that can fly;
Literal Meaning: “waters” refer to seas and lakes and rivers;
Spiritual Meaning: “waters”, it symbolizes the sphere of death;

  “Living creatures in the waters” symbolize the victorious life free from the power of death; 

  “Birds”, it means that life can overcome the earthly entanglements and live in the heavenly sphere. 

Gen. 1:21 “So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the waters abounded, according to their kind, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” 

YLT: “And God prepareth the great monsters, and every living creature that is creeping, which the waters have teemed with, after their kind, and every fowl with wing, after its kind, and God seeth that good.”
Meaning of Words: “great sea creatures”: great monsters; “living thing”: living soul;
Literal Meaning: plants have only physical “bodies”, but the animals have not only physical “bodies” but also “living souls”. 
Gen. 1:22 “And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."” 

YLT: “And God blesseth them, saying, `Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and the fowl let multiply in the earth:'”
Meaning of Words: “bless”: praise, salute; “fill”: teem with;
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God blesses when there is life, and does not bless lifeless things. Therefore, the more we have living life, the more will we be blessed. 

  2) In the church, if we have only external activities but lack the living life, we will not be blessed. 

Gen. 1:23 “So the evening and the morning were the fifth day.” 

YLT: “and there is an evening, and there is a morning -- day fifth.”
Gen. 1:24 “Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind"; and it was so.” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Let the earth bring forth the living creature after its kind, cattle and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after its kind:' and it is so.”
Meaning of Words: “bring forth”: bear out, yield; “the living creature”: living soul;
Literal Meaning: “cattle”, the animals that can be trained by human beings; 

  “Creeping thing” include huge creeping thing;

  “Beast of the earth”, the animals that cannot be tamed by human beings; 

Gen. 1:25 “And God made the beast of the earth according to its kind, cattle according to its kind, and everything that creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.” 

YLT: “And God maketh the beast of the earth after its kind, and the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, and God seeth that good.”
Literal Meaning: “according to its kind”, it is repeatedly mentioned in the descriptions of all creatures. Therefore, all the species of the plants and animals are created and ruled by God and never become disordered. For instance, mule is born of horse and mute, but mule cannot reproduce. 

Enlightenment in the Word: that “God saw that it was good” is mentioned again and again in this chapter. If God sees all His creatures, He will also see and judge all that we have done. 

Gen. 1:26 “Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness, and let them rule over fish of the sea, and over fowl of the heavens, and over cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that is creeping on the earth.'”
Meaning of Words: “image”: resemblance; “likeness”: image; “have dominion over”: prevail against, rule;
Literal Meaning: “Us”, the plural form refers to the Holy Trinity. 

  This verse suggests the Holy Trinity was rather cautious in making man so they held a holy meeting. 

  “Image”: the inner disposition, including intellect and affection and will.

  “Likeness”: the external physique;  

  God “formed” the body of man by the dust of the ground (Gen. 2:7). 
Spiritual Meaning: this verse indicates the three purposes of God’s making man: 1) let man manifest God; 2) let man rule all things on behalf of God; 3) let man deal with the enemy of God ---- every creeping thing (Luke 10:18-19). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “Let Us”, it shows that man is what God needs.

  2) Let believers imitate the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29) and be like God in everything. 

  3) We will be like Him one day in future (1John 3:2). 

Gen. 1:27 “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” 

YLT: “And God prepareth the man in His image; in the image of God He prepared him, a male and a female He prepared them.”
Literal Meaning: the previous verse speaks of the meeting of God’s making man, and this verse refers to the implementation of God’s making man. 

  “His image” and “the image of God” both refer to the image of the Son of God, for only the second person of the Holy Trinity has image ---- Christ is the image of God (Col. 1:15). Therefore, man was made according to the Lord Jesus, and so Adam was the figure of the Lord Jesus (Rom. 5:14).

  Here “make” in the original Hebrew is “create”, for it emphasizes that man’s spiritual life was created by God’s breath (Gen. 2:7). 
Gen. 1:28 “Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”” 

YLT: “And God blesseth them, and God saith to them, `Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it, and rule over fish of the sea, and over fowl of the heavens, and over every living thing that is creeping upon the earth.'”
Meaning of Words: “subdue”: conquer, bring into subjection; “have dominion over”: rule, prevail against;
Literal Meaning: “subdue it” and “have dominion over … every living thing” are both works God has entrusted to man. God wants man to rule on the earth on behalf of Him. 

  “Have dominion over the sea … the air … on the earth”, according to the modern saying, God has set man to be the leader of the army and navy and air forces. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “And God said to them”, it shows that man is the object of God’s speaking, for only man has spirit and is able to have fellowship with God and hear God’s commandments. 

  2) God created the heavens and all things on the earth before man so that man was able to enjoy all things, lacking nothing. Therefore, man is the center and purpose of God’s creation. 

  3) God wants to let man “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”. This is the significance of man’s living on the earth. How vain the earth without man is!

Gen. 1:29 “And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food.” 

YLT: “And God saith, `Lo, I have given to you every herb sowing seed, which upon the face of all the earth, and every tree in which the fruit of a tree sowing seed, to you it is for food;”
Literal Meaning: before the fall of man, God ordained man to eat vegetables only. After the flood man was allowed to eat meat (Gen. 9:3).  
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Man is not only made by God, but in God man lives and moves and exists (Acts 17:28).

  2) All our living necessities are from God, so let us enjoy them in a heart of gratitude. 

  3) God not only takes the responsibility of the needs of all those who are of God but also supplies them more than enough. 

Gen. 1:30 “Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so.” 

YLT: “and to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the heavens, and to every creeping thing on the earth, in which breath of life, every green herb for food:' and it is so.”
Literal Meaning: beasts at that time were docile and ate vegetables. After the fall of man, strong animals prey upon weaker ones. When the one thousand years of the kingdom comes, the wild beasts will be docile as they were firstly made again (Is. 11:6-9). 
Gen. 1:31 “Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning were the sixth day.” 

YLT: “And God seeth all that He hath done, and lo, very good; and there is an evening, and there is a morning -- day the sixth.”
Meaning of Words: “very”: much, greatly
Literal Meaning: God said only “good” in the first several days, but here he said “very good” after he made man. Therefore, man was the center of God’s creation. Only man can really satisfy God’s will. 
Enlightenment in the Word: man is the workmanship of God and is the center of God’s creation. Therefore, let us keep our noble position and not fall short of God’s glory. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

See Believers’ Regeneration from the Restored Creation of the Six Days

A. The first day: the working of God’s Spirit opens the word of God and the light shines upon man’s heart so that man turns from darkness to light (v.2b-5);

B. The second day: be able to separate things above and things on the earth (v.6-8; Col. 3:2-3);

C. The third day: separate from the power of death (the waters of the sea) so that the land of heart is suitable to yield fruit of life (v.9-13; Matt. 13:8);
D. The fourth day: hold the heavenly position and shine upon the dark world (v.14-19; Phil. 2:15-16; Matt. 5:14-16);
E. The fifth day: the power of life is manifested to overcome the dead environment (“in the waters”) and the earthly entanglements (“fly above the earth”) and lead a victorious life (v.20-23);
F. The sixth day: the mature life will be able to manifest the image of God and have dominion over the earth on behalf of God (“have dominion over”, “subdue”) and deal with the enemy of God “the creeping thing” so as to satisfy God (v.24-31);
Means of God’s Creation

A. By the Spirit of God ---- “the Spirit of God was hovering over…” (v.2);

B. Out of the word of God --- “God said” (v.3, 6, 9, 11, 20, 24, 26);

C. Through the hand of God ---- “God made” (v.7, 16, 21, 25, 27); 

Sorts of God’s Creation

A. According to the meaning of the original:

1. “Creation” from nothing (v.1, 21, 27);

2. “Making” new things from existing things (v.7, 16, 25, 26, 31);

3. “Making a image or form” (2:7) like the potter makes vessels by the clay;

B. According to the category:

1. Material things (v.1);

2. Life (v.21);

3. Human beings (v.27);

The Center and Purpose of God’s Creation

A. Man is the center of God’s creation:

1. The holy Trinity held a meeting for the purpose of making man ---- “Let Us …” (v.26);

2. God rewarded all things He had made to man to rule and to be his food (v.26, 28-29).

3. God did not say very good until he made man (v.31). 

B. The purpose of God’s making man:

1. Let man to manifest His image (v.26-27);

2. Let man have His authority ---- “subdue … have dominion” (v.26, 28);

3. Let man deal with His enemy ---- “the creeping thing” (v.26); 

Genesis Chapter Two
I. Content of the Chapter

The Process of God’s Creation

A. God rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done (v.1-3);

B. Mention the process of God’s creating the heavens and the earth again (v.4-6);

C. Mention the process of God’s forming man:

  1. God formed man of the dust of the ground (v.7).

  2. God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden (v.8-15).

  3. God commanded the man not to eat the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (v.16-17).

  4. God made a helper comparable to him (v.18-25). 

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 2:1 “Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished.” 

YLT: “And the heavens and the earth are completed, and all their host;”
Meaning of Words: “finish”: complete, end, cause to fail;
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The work of God is too complete to be increased or decreased.

  2) We are the workmanship of God (Eph. 2:10). He will make us “perfect”. 

Gen. 2:2 “And on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had done.” 

YLT: “and God completeth by the seventh day His work which He hath made, and ceaseth by the seventh day from all His work which He hath made.”
Meaning of Words: “rest ... from”: repose, keep sabbath ;
Literal Meaning: God had rested His creating works, but never stopped His governing works. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Man rests because of weariness, but God rests because he has finished al works (Is. 40:28; Ex. 31:17). 

  2) Once man was formed, he enjoyed the rest with God before his working.

  3) If we desire to work for God and please God, we shall firstly enjoy rest in the Lord and let God work in us and then work for the Lord.

  4) We are wrought by God to a point that our spiritual life becomes completely mature so that God will have rest. 

Gen. 2:3 “Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.” 

YLT: “And God blesseth the seventh day, and sanctifieth it, for in it He hath ceased from all His work which God had prepared for making.”
Meaning of Words: “sanctify”: make... Holy, separate;
Literal Meaning: this verse is the origin of the Sabbath. 

  “God blesses the seventh day”, it means that rest is not only for God but also in relation to all human beings. 

  “Sanctified it”, it means separating the day and sanctifying it unto God. 

Spiritual Meaning: the Sabbath typifies the gospel of Christ:

  1. Only the works of the Lord Jesus on the cross can satisfy the righteousness of God and bring reconciliation between God and men and true rest to men.

  2. Only when man has received the salvation of the Lord Jesus, can he obtain the life to keep the will of God. 

  3. If one receives the salvation of the Lord Jesus, he has been satisfied by the works of God and rested in the rest of God. 

  4. If one does not receive the salvation of the Lord Jesus, it shows that he does not need God and thinks he can reach perfection and become good through himself only. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Only the works of God can bring man true rest. 

  2) The Sabbath indicates the will of God: all the divine are for the purpose of letting man enjoy the divine rest. Only when man has enjoyed the rest given by God, will man be strengthened to work for God.

  3) If we want to enter into the rest of God, we have to receive the work of God. If we think we can do good works of ourselves, we have no true rest. 

Gen. 2:4 “This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,” 

YLT: “These births of the heavens and of the earth in their being prepared, in the day of Jehovah God's making earth and heavens;”
Meaning of Words: “history”: generation, family; “Jehovah”: I AM THAT I AM, the eternal God who is and who was and who is to come;
Literal Meaning: “Jehovah”, the name of God in relation to man, and the name of God who has fellowship with man and makes the covenant, which shows that He is a God who humbles Him and is full of kindness. 

  “Made the earth and the heavens”, it referred to the restored creation of the six days. It mentioned the earth first and then the heavens. However, it was the heavens and the earth in the initiate creation (Gen. 1:1). In the restored creation of God, God focused on the earth. 

Gen. 2:5 “before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground;” 

YLT: “and no shrub of the field is yet in the earth, and no herb of the field yet sprouteth, for Jehovah God hath not rained upon the earth, and a man there is not to serve the ground,”
Meaning of Words: “field”: land; “plant”: tree; “till”: work, serve;
Literal Meaning: this verse describes the situation between verse ten and eleven in chapter one. At that time, there was not any living thing on the earth. The water vapor in the heavens was not too much to rain. 
Spiritual Meaning: this verse symbolized that there was not the pouring out of God’s Spirit (“rain”) upon all flesh before we had been saved (Joel. 2:23, 28), nor human labor (repent and believe), so man had not the divine life.  

Enlightenment in the Word: “no man to till the ground”, this verse vaguely shows God’s will toward man ---- He will let man fulfill the responsibility of cooperation with Him on the land He had created. 
Gen. 2:6 “but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.” 

YLT: “and a mist goeth up from the earth, and hath watered the whole face of the ground.”a
Meaning of Words: “went up”: ascend, arise up; “water”: drink, moisten;
Literal Meaning: at that time, the land appeared out of the waters not long (Gen. 1:9), so there was a mist going up from the earth. 
Spiritual Meaning: it symbolizes that everything out of man is by nature without any moisture from the heavens before he is saved. 
Gen. 2:7 “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God formeth the man -- dust from the ground, and breatheth into his nostrils breath of life, and the man becometh a living creature.”
Meaning of Words: “form”: fashion; “breath”: spirit, inspiration; “dust”: clay, Adam; 
Literal Meaning: this verse passes forward verse eleven to twenty-five, chapter one, and describes God’s making man in verse twenty-six in detail.

  “Form”, the word in the original means the potter made vessels by clay, so here it shows that the workmanship of God is exquisite.  

  “Breathe”, it indicates the heart of God is kind and gentle. 

  This verse proves that man is constituted of spirit and soul and body (1Thess. 5:23): man’s physical body was made from dust, and man’s spirit is given by God’s spirit. And the spirit enters into man’s body, and man becomes a living soul. 

  Man’s body is a faculty of touching the physical world. And “soul”, a faculty of touching the mental world, is man’s personality, including mentality, emotion, will, etc. And “spirit”, a faculty of touching God and receiving God and God’s life. The gift of spirit is the difference of man from the animals. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Man’s physical body is made of dust, so man shall return unto dust when he dies (Gen. 3:19; 1Cor. 15:47). 

  2) Man is noble for he has spirit. Therefore, let us not take forethought for the flesh but pay attention to the growth of spiritual life. 

  3) God forms the spirit for man to let man touch Him and worship Him (John 4:24).

  4) May God often “breathe into” us so that we may be more filled with the holy Spirit. 

Gen. 2:8 “The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God planteth a garden in Eden, at the east, and He setteth there the man whom He hath formed;”
Meaning of Words: “Eden”: delight, pleasure, joy; “put”: place, put on;
Literal Meaning: “eastward” the word in the Bible contains a meaning of glory (Ezek. 43:2).

  God sets Eden for the purpose of “putting” the man. 

  This verse suggests that man is the center of all creatures. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God not only formed man but also put man. All the situations we are in today are arranged by God according to his good will (Rom. 8:28). 

  2) God put man in Eden, where is delightful and pleasant. Therefore, man’s suffering is not the will of God. Instead, God desires to let man rejoice always (Phil. 4:4) 

Gen. 2:9 “And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” 

YLT: “and Jehovah God causeth to sprout from the ground every tree desirable for appearance, and good for food, and the tree of life in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”
Meaning of Words: “pleasant”: covet, delight, desire, lust; “knowledge”: ignorance, awareness; “evil”: adversity, affliction, mischief;
Spiritual Meaning: “the tree of life” symbolizes God (Ps. 36:9; John 1:4; 11:25; 14:6; 1John 5:12).

  “The tree of the knowledge of good and evil”, it indicates that man rejects God and does not rely on God. God is the origin of life. If man refuses God and does not rely on God, death will be brought in (see v.17). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) After God had formed man, he had prepared abundant food for man to keep man’s life. He has also prepared abundant spiritual food for the spiritual life of believers. 

  2) If we believers want to be grown up in spirit, we have to enjoy the spiritual food everyday. 

  3) Today, we have also two trees in our hearts: do we want to choose God and rely on God, or rely on our natural life? It depends on the choice of everyone. 

  4) Do we live according to “knowledge”? Or according to “life”?

Gen. 2:10 “Now a river went out of Eden to water the garden, and from there it parted and became four riverheads.” 

YLT: “And a river is going out from Eden to water the garden, and from thence it is parted, and hath become four chief;”
Meaning of Words: “riverhead”: river beginning;
Spiritual Meaning: this verse symbolizes that the living water of life goes out of where God is (Rev. 22:1) to deal with all the needs of man. 
Gen. 2:11 “The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which skirts the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.” 

YLT: “the name of the one Pison, it that which is surrounding the whole land of the Havilah where the gold ,”
Meaning of Words: “Pishon”: dispersive, spread; “skirt”: surround, round about; “Havilah”: bring forth, bear;
Literal Meaning: it is not sure where both “Pishon” and “the whole land of Havilah” are. Probably, they were swamped under the bottom of Persian Gulf. 

Spiritual Meaning: “gold” symbolizes the nature of God. 

  This verse symbolizes that the living water of God’s life is given to man freely (Is. 55:1; Rev. 22:17). Once man drinks this water of life, he will have the divine life (Ezek. 47:9, 12) and become a partaker of the divine nature of God (2Pet. 1:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: where there flows the living water of life, there will be full of life. 
Gen. 2:12 “And the gold of that land is good. Bdellium and the onyx stone are there.” 

YLT: “and the gold of that land good, there the bdolach and the shoham stone;”
Spiritual Meaning: “Bdellium”, it means pearl, which is the precious thing secreted by the mussel after it is wounded by the sandstone, symbolizing the works of the cross on us so that we are transformed and renewed and thus pleased by the Lord (Matt. 13:45). 

  “The onyx stone” symbolizes the glorious image of God (Rev. 4:3). 

  The whole verse looks like the result of man’s enjoying the living water of life that man will become the partake of God’s nature and be transformed and renewed to manifest the image of God. 

Gen. 2:13 “The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which goes around the whole land of Cush.” 

YLT: “and the name of the second river Gibon, it that which is surrounding the whole land of Cush;”
Meaning of Words: “Gihon”: stream; “Cush”: black;
Literal Meaning: the “Cush” here does not refer to the Ethiopia in Africa, but a province in Mesopotamia in the ancient times. The riverbed had been early swamped without any trace.

Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows that the living water of life will overflow out of man (John 7:38) and change the sinners whose sinful nature cannot be changed (Jer. 13:23) even like God (Eph. 4:22-24).
Gen. 2:14 “The name of the third river is Hiddekel; it is the one which goes toward the east of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates.” 

YLT: “and the name of the third river Hiddekel, it that which is going east of Asshur; and the fourth river is Phrat.”
Meaning of Words: “Hiddekel”: swift; “go toward”: go forward; “Assyria”: plain, successful, level; “Euphrates”: expand;
Literal Meaning: “Hiddekel”, it is the present Tigris River.

Spiritual Meaning: this verse shows that the living water of life in men is mightily powerful so that all will be provided and bear sweet and good fruit of life (John 15:5; Phil. 1:11). 
Gen. 2:15 “Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God taketh the man, and causeth him to rest in the garden of Eden, to serve it, and to keep it.”
Meaning of Words: “take”: bring, carry away, place; “tend”: till, serve; “keep”: take heed, reserve, beware;
Literal Meaning: “tend” is to cope with destruction. And “keep” is to deal with attacks. Therefore, at that time, the external destruction and attack had already existed (it refers to the enemy of God, Satan).

  “Tend”, it also means tilling so that there will be life. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The will of God upon man is to let man cooperate with Him. Positively, man shall manifest the divine life in his daily conversation on the earth. And passively, man shall deal with the enemy of God on the earth. 

  2) As long as man lives, he has to work. If any man does not like to work, let him not eat (2Thess. 3:10).

  3) Today, in our spiritual garden, we are still responsible for tending and keeping: a) the day spiritual life needs to be moistened. The weak and fruitless life needs to be purified. The lifeless spiritual condition needs to be restored. The life barriers between the Lord and us need to be removed. He who has a complaint against other believers shall be reconciled with one another; b) The Lord commands us to watch and be sober unceasingly. Let us watch our words and conversations and activities and mind and thoughts and give no room for the devil. 

Gen. 2:16 “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God layeth a charge on the man, saying, `Of every tree of the garden eating thou dost eat;”
Literal Meaning: “freely eat” God gives man the right of freedom.

  This verse also implies a meaning that God desires man to choose the fruit of life to eat. 

Enlightenment in the Word: we have ample “freedom” to do whatever is according to the will of God. 
Gen. 2:17 “but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”” 

YLT: “and of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou dost not eat of it, for in the day of thine eating of it -- dying thou dost die.'”
Meaning of Words: “knowledge”: awareness; “die”: hinder, separate;
Literal Meaning: “shall not eat”, it is the commandment of God. If man does not eat the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil, he obeys God. 

  Here, “die” includes spiritual death ---- the spirit loses its function and becomes alienated from God, and the physical death (Gen. 5:5; Heb. 9:27) and the second death in future (Rev. 21:8). Though the flesh of Adam did not die immediately after eating the fruit, the element of death had been brought in. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It was not the tree, but man’s rebellion against God, that makes man die,. 

  2) The independence of believers toward God is death. 

  3) If believers do not live by the word of God, their spiritual condition will fall into death. 

Gen. 2:18 “And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God saith, `Not good for the man to be alone, I do make to him an helper -- as his counterpart.'”
Meaning of Words: “helper”: aid;
Literal Meaning: God will make a helper comparable to Adam so that he can have fellowship with her face to face and become partners that cooperate with and help one another together.

  Unless man has the gift of virgins (Matt. 19:11-12; 1Cor. 7:7) or has some particular physical defects, he shall marry when he has grown up according to the will of God. 

Spiritual Meaning: Adam typifies Christ. 

  “It is not good that man should be alone”, according to the sight of God, Christ is not enough, and there should be still Eve, namely, the church, so that God will be satisfied. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The husband and the wife together are fellow-heirs of grace of life (1Pet. 3:7), so they have to help one another. 

  2) Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers (2Cor. 6:14). 

Gen. 2:19 “Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God formeth from the ground every beast of the field, and every fowl of the heavens, and bringeth in unto the man, to see what he doth call it; and whatever the man calleth a living creature, that its name.”
Literal Meaning: at that time, the wild beasts were docile, so man and beasts dwelt together in peace. And since man was able to call the names of all living creatures, man was gifted by the ability of speaking and the wisdom of discernment once he was made. Therefore, man was made to work with God together to have dominion over all things. 

  The right of naming something shows the ownership of it (see the “Literal Meaning” of chapter one, verse five).

Gen. 2:20 “So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him.” 

YLT: “And the man calleth names to all the cattle, and to fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; and to man hath not been found an helper -- as his counterpart.”
Literal Meaning: “give names”: know their nature;

  We can see the Adam was rather wise from this verse. 

Spiritual Meaning: Christ is the only and first man in the universe. He does not like to be alone. He needs a helper comparable to Him. However, He finds no one comparable to Him in all things. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If one has not been regenerated to obtain the divine life, he is unworthy of Christ. 

  2) Every believer shall take heed to choose his or her spouse, lest he or she should suffer loss all his life. 

Gen. 2:21 “And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God causeth a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he sleepeth, and He taketh one of his ribs, and closeth up flesh in its stead.”
Meaning of Words: “rib”: a part of the side of body; “close up”: shut up;
Spiritual Meaning: “deep sleep” typifies the death of the Lord on the cross. That Adam wakened from sleep typified the Lord’s resurrection from the dead. 
Gen. 2:22 “Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God buildeth up the rib which He hath taken out of the man into a woman, and bringeth her in unto the man;”
Meaning of Words: “women”: out of man;
Spiritual Meaning: God made Eve by the rib taken out of Adam, which typified that the Lord Jesus gave Himself on the cross and his side was pierced and forthwith came out blood and water (John 19:34). The blood was for remission, and water gave life. God built the church by the risen life of Christ. 

  “He brought her to the man”, God made the church unto Christ (Eph. 5:26-27).
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Woman was made by the “rib” of man, which shows that: a) man and woman are equal in person (the rib is not the feet); b) woman shall be protected by man (the rib is under the arm); c) woman shall be beloved by man (the rib is near the heart). 

  2) The church is out of Christ. And that is of Christ is the church. All that is not out of Christ is not the church.

3) Without Christ, the church has no position, no inner life, no daily life, nor being. 

4) The church will be built only when we are thoroughly dealt with by God. Everything that is out of oneself is natural and fleshly and shall be purified by the cross. 

Gen. 2:23 “And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.”” 

  YLT: “and the man saith, `This the step! bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh!' for this it is called Woman, for from a man hath this been taken;”
Spiritual Meaning: Eve ---- the bone of Adam’s bones, and the flesh of Adam’s flesh ---- who typifies the spouse of Christ (2Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-32).

  Bone typifies the risen life (the bone of the Lord was not broken on the cross). “My bone of bones”, it shows that the church was made by the risen life of Christ. 

  “Flesh of my flesh”, it shows that the church is the fullness of Christ.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The church and Christ are of the same life and same nature. 

  2) The church shall manifest Christ before the world and bear witness concerning the glory of Christ. 

3) No matter what good motivation, or how rightly we have done, we will not profit the building of the church by ourselves. 

Gen. 2:24 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

YLT: “therefore doth a man leave his father and his mother, and hath cleaved unto his wife, and they have become one flesh.”
Meaning of Words: “leave”: loosen, forsake; “be jointed to”: cling to, adhere to; 
Literal Meaning: “a man shall leave his father and mother and be jointed to his wife”, it means that the relationship between the husband and the wife shall surpass their relationship with their parents. 

“They shall become one flesh”, it shows that God appointed monogamy instead of polygamy in the beginning. “Become one flesh”, what God has jointed together, let not man separate (Matt. 19:6).  

Spiritual Meaning: “father and mother” symbolize the old natural life. 

Enlightenment in the Word: man will be jointed to the Lord through putting his old life to death by the cross. 
Gen. 2:25 “And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.” 

YLT: “And they are both of them naked, the man and his wife, and they are not ashamed of themselves.”
Literal Meaning: in other words, it is shameful for those who are naked outside the relationship of marriage.  
Spiritual Meaning: this verse indicates that since the church is sanctified and purified by the water in the word of Christ, having no spot or wrinkle or any of such things (Eph. 5:26-27), she does not know what is sin.

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The husband and the wife shall be frank with one another and hide nothing. 

  2) The normal marriage life is an important testimony of glorifying God. Satan knows it, so it often assails the marriage life of the children of God. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

God’s Counsel on Man

  A. Man is the center of God’s creature (v.8).
  B. God hopes that man uses his freewill to choose the fruit of the tree of life (v.9, 15).
  C. God hopes man to drink the water of the river of life so that his life will be grown up and bear fruit (v.10-14). 
D. God hopes that man will be His fellow worker (v.15). 

God’s Appointments toward Male and Female and the Husband and the Wife

  A. Male and female were both created according to the image of God (1:27), so both of them are equal in position. 

  B. It is not good for man or woman to be alone, unless he or she has the particular gift (v.18; Matt. 19:11).

  C. It is the order set by God (1Cor. 11:8-9; Eph. 5:22-25; 1Pet. 3:1, 7) that man is before woman (v.22).

  D. Marriage is set by God and is holy (v.24; Gen. 13:4).

  E. The husband and the wife shall help one another (v.18, 24).

  F. The husband and the wife shall become one in spirit and soul and body (v.24) to be fellow-heirs of grace of life (1Pet. 3:7).

  G. What God has jointed together, let not man separate (v.24; Matt. 19:6).

  H. The husband and the wife shall hide nothing, but respect and believe one another (v.25). 

Adam and Eve are the types of Christ and the Church

  A. God would make a helper comparable to Him (v.18): the church is the helper to Christ;

  B. Adam had not found his helper in all living creatures (v.18-20): Christ came to the earth to seek those who are lost;

  C. God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam (v.21): Christ was crucified on the cross for us;

  D. God made Eve by the rib of Adam (v.21-22): the church is constituted of the risen life of Christ;

  E. God led Adam to Eve (v.22): one day the church will be prepared to meet Christ;

  F. Adam and Eve would become one flesh (v.24): Christ and the church will be one forever;

Genesis Chapter Three
I. Content of the Chapter

The First Fall of Man

A. The serpent induced the woman (v.1-5);

B. The man and the woman ate the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil (v.6);

C. The results of the disobedience of the man and the woman to God’s commandments:

1. Their eyes were opened  666at once and knew that they were naked (v.7);

2. They escaped the face of God (v.8-10);

3. They were questioned by God and shuffled off the responsibility (v.11-13);

4. The condemnation of God upon the serpent (v.14-15);

5. The condemnation of God upon the woman (v.16);

6. The condemnation of God upon the man (v.17-19);

7. Grace in judgment (v.20-21);

8. Be cast out of the garden of Eden (v.22-24);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 3:1 “Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, "You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?"” 

YLT: “And the serpent hath been subtile above every beast of the field which Jehovah God hath made, and he saith unto the woman, `Is it true that God hath said, Ye do not eat of every tree of the garden?'”
Meaning of Words: “serpent”, the etymon of the word is the same with that of “enchantment” and “divination”; “cunning”: crafty, subtle; 
Literal Meaning: Satan was also called the “ancient serpent” (Rev. 12:9; 20:2). It entered into the cleverest living creature at that time and transformed itself into an angel of light to speak to Eve (2Cor. 11:3, 14). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The way of Satan’s work is hiding its true face behind some beautiful and wise men or things to deceive others secretly.

  2) The devil often speaks to men through men or things. Let believers take heed of the words of the devil. 

  3) The devil does not seek man, but woman, so he always starts from those who are weak in spirit (it is said in the Bible woman is the weaker vessel) (1Pet. 3:7).

  4) The devil’s intrigue of inducing man is doubt about the word of God ---- “Has God indeed said...”.

  5) “Has God indeed said”, some believers have clearly seen the word of God, they still regard it is not spoken to them. 

Gen. 3:2 “And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden;” 

YLT: “And the woman saith unto the serpent, `Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we do eat,”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is the first step of fault for Eve to not refuse to talk with the serpent. Let us resist the temptations of the devil and be steadfast in faith (1Pet. 5:8-9).

  2) Eve went beyond Adam and talked to the serpent directly. It is the main reason for man’s failure of not keeping his own domain and going against the authority. 

Gen. 3:3 “but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, "You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die."'” 

YLT: “and of the fruit of the tree which in the midst of the garden God hath said, Ye do not eat of it, nor touch it, lest ye die.'”
Meaning of Words: “touch”: beat, draw near, smite; 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The first failure of Eve is changing the word of God slightly:

      a. “May freely eat” (2:16) is decreased as “may eat” (v.2).

      b. “Shall not eat” (2:17) is increased as “shall not eat...nor shall you touch”.

      c. “Shall surely die” (2:17) is changed as “lest you die”. 

  2) Unfamiliarity with the word of God may give room to the devil. 

  3) It is dangerous for a man who does not know God to use the word of God flippantly. 

Gen. 3:4 “Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die.” 

YLT: “And the serpent saith unto the woman, `Dying, ye do not die,”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God has said “you shall surely die” (2:7), but the devil said “will not surely die”. 

  2) The devil often deceives man by the word of “will not surely ...”, for example: doing evil “will not surely” be caught by God. And doing something “will not surely” be displeased by God. 

Gen. 3:5 “For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."” 

YLT: “for God doth know that in the day of your eating of it -- your eyes have been opened, and ye have been as God, knowing good and evil.'”
Literal Meaning: the devil’s word in this verse on one hand accuses of God and provokes man’s doubt about God’ will. And on the other hand, it stirs up man’s pride to be “like God”. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is the worst crisis for believers to doubt God’s good will, which is just equal to opening the door to welcome the devil’s temptations. 

  2) It is the main reason for man’s stumbling of coveting for the power “like God”.

  3) Today, many believers seek spiritual gifts blindly but have ignored the growth in life. Probably, they do not know they have been deceived by Satan’s trick of “being like God”. 

  4) Behind the desire of “being like God”, there is an evil ambition of man rebel against God and become God. 

Gen. 3:6 “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” 

YLT: “And the woman seeth that the tree good for food, and that it pleasant to the eyes, and the tree is desirable to make wise, and she taketh of its fruit and eateth, and giveth also to her husband with her, and he doth eat;”
Meaning of Words: “pleasant”: greatly beloved, precious; “wise”: intelligent, have understanding;
Literal Meaning: “so then”, it showed that she had received the suggestion of Satan in mind. 

  “Desirable”: her affection was also attracted. 

  “She took...”: she made the decision with her will. 

  All the three functions of her soul ---- mind and affection and will ----take part in it. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Eve was drawn by three kinds of desires: a) “good for food” ---- the lust of the flesh; b) “pleasant to the eyes” ---- the lust of the eyes; c) “make one wise” ---- the pride of life (see 1John 2:16; Matt. 4:1-11).

  2) There were four steps of Eve’s fall: a) “see” with her eyes; b) “take” by her hands; c) “eat” with her mouth; d) “give” to others with her hand; 

  3) The fall of Eve lies in failing to use her “spirit” but use “body” and “soul” only. In other words, her “body” obeyed her “soul”, instead of her “spirit”. 

  4) Eve was supposed to ask Adam first. However, she did by himself ---- this was the reason for her failure. It is an omen of sin of the mind of scheming to be independent of God. 

  5) Adam failed to stand on the position set by God, nor kept the commandments of God. 

  6) Sin is infectious. Once man commits sins, those who are close to him will be influenced. 

  7) “Eat”, it shows that the fall of man had not only disobeyed the commandment of God (Gen. 2:17) but also let the constitutions of sin enter into man. 

Gen. 3:7 “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.” 

YLT: “and the eyes of them both are opened, and they know that they naked, and they sew fig-leaves, and make to themselves girdles.”
Literal Meaning: “fig tree” existed naturally; “sew”: make by human effort; “leaves” and “coverings” both symbolize human works; 

  This verse indicates that the conscience of sinners makes them know their shame so that they desire to cover them by their natural strength and works. In other words, it is impossible to be made perfect by the flesh (Gal. 3:3). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The first response of man to sin is covering. 

  2) It is a sign of sin of putting on clothes. Therefore, let us not pay too much attention to gorgeous clothes (1Pet. 3:3-4).

  3) When man’s eyes were opened, they did not become like God, but saw merely shame and ugliness from the good things before them. 

  4) Though the coverings made by fig leaves were beautiful, but they endured not long, which indicates that man’s will of doing good appeared to be good in the beginning but failed finally.  
Gen. 3:8 “And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.” 

YLT: “And they hear the sound of Jehovah God walking up and down in the garden at the breeze of the day, and the man and his wife hide themselves from the face of Jehovah God in the midst of the trees of the garden.”
Spiritual Meaning: “in the cool of the day”, it suggested that the fall of man destroyed the warm and harmonious relationship between God and man. 

  “Trees”, it symbolizes a bloodless way (to please God by good works). However, there is no remission without blood (Heb. 9:22).
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Man always hides himself after sin instead of confessing sins for remission. 

  2) Though man eluded the face of God, the eyes of Jehovah are in every place, beholding the evil and the good (Pro. 15:3).

  3) If believers do not seek the face of God, they may fall into sins and become weak in conscience. 

  4) The feeling of sins makes man afraid of meeting God. Every time when we come to God, we have to confess our sins and be cleansed by the precious blood. Thus we are enabled to have fellowship with God with boldness (1John 1:7-9; Heb. 10:19). 

Gen. 3:9 “Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?"” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God calleth unto the man, and saith to him, `Where thou?'”
Literal Meaning: God sought sinners, because: 1) God’s righteousness ---- He must judge sins; 2) God’s loving-kindness ---- He cares about sinners; 3) God’s grace ---- He prepares the way of atonement for sinners. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is God seeks man, not man seeks God. This is the distinct difference of Christianity from other religions. In Christianity it is God seeks man. However, in all other religions, it is man seeks gods. Therefore, they cannot find the true God. 

  2) God always calls believers in them for watching and repentance after they have made mistakes. 

Gen. 3:10 “So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself."” 

YLT: “and he saith, `Thy sound I have heard in the garden, and I am afraid, for I am naked, and I hide myself.'”
Literal Meaning: it was not the voice of God, but the sin in him, that made him afraid. 
Gen. 3:11 “And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?"” 

YLT: “And He saith, `Who hath declared to thee that thou naked? of the tree of which I have commanded thee not to eat, hast thou eaten?'”
Literal Meaning: “who told you that you were naked?” It means that who told you it was not good of being naked. God asked this question to lead him to confess his sin. 
Gen. 3:12 “Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate."” 

YLT: “and the man saith, `The woman whom Thou didst place with me -- she hath given to me of the tree -- and I do eat.'”
Literal Meaning: “You gave to be with me”, here Adam spoke in a tone of complaint.

  “She gave me”, Adam also shifted his fault to others. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is a common mistake of man to commit sins but not confess sins and blame everyone and everything but himself. 

  2) He who covers his transgressions shall not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes shall obtain mercy (Pro. 28:13).

  3) That the man lays the blame upon others shows there is complaint among men because of sins (Col. 3:13). 

Gen. 3:13 “And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God saith to the woman, `What this thou hast done?' and the woman saith, `The serpent hath caused me to forget -- and I do eat.'”
Meaning of Words: “deceive”: induce, beguile; 
Literal Meaning: Eve also shifted the blame on to others as Adam. We can see from her answer that she had realized to be deceived by Satan. 
Gen. 3:14 “So the LORD God said to the serpent: "Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God saith unto the serpent, `Because thou hast done this, cursed thou above all the cattle, and above every beast of the field: on thy belly dost thou go, and dust thou dost eat, all days of thy life;”
Literal Meaning: note that God did not inquire of the serpent, nor gave a chance to the serpent to vindicate itself.

  “And more than every beast of the field”, all beasts were involved because of the fall of man. 
“On your belly you shall go”, it suggested that the serpent walked in other manners previously, but then its way of walking was changed, which showed that it was made lower. 
“And you shall eat dust All the days of your life”, it was wasting and humiliating (Ps. 72:9; Mic. 7:17). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The devil swallows all those who are of the dust (of the world).

  2) Whenever we live by the natural life, we are the food of Satan. 

  3) Believers will not be hurt or swallowed by the devil when they live by the heavenly life and live in the heavenly realm.  

Gen. 3:15 “And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."” 

YLT: “and enmity I put between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he doth bruise thee -- the head, and thou dost bruise him -- the heel.'”
Literal Meaning: “seed”, it singular form shows it refers to a man or a group of men. 
Spiritual Meaning: “her Seed” typifies that Christ Jesus was born of the virgin. 

  “Bruise your head”, the Lord gave a fatal wound to the devil when He was on the earth (Heb. 2:14; 1John 3:8).

  “Bruise His heel”, the devil can at most kill the physical body of the Lord but cannot prevent Him from resurrection. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The devil is the enemy of believers forever. Therefore, let us be chosen soldiers of Christ (2Tim. 2:3). 

  2) Not only Satan, but also its ministers have enmity against believers. 

  3) The new man of believers has enmity against the old man. The flesh is against the Spirit (Gal. 5:17).

  4) Only in Christ, can believers deal with the enemy of God, Satan. 

Gen. 3:16 “To the woman He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you."” 

YLT: “Unto the woman He said, `Multiplying I multiply thy sorrow and thy conception, in sorrow dost thou bear children, and toward thy husband thy desire, and he doth rule over thee.'”
Meaning of Words: “sorrow”: pain, suffering; “desire”: longing for, including sexual desires and possessive instinct; 
Literal Meaning: there were three punishments for woman because of sin: 1) the sorrow of conception; 2) the sorrow of bearing children; 3) the ruling of husband; woman in the world would not be delivered from the sorrows of conception and bearing children and always played a weak role in emotional matters. 

  “And he shall rule over you”, it indicates that God here sets husband as the head of wife (Eph. 5:23), which does not mean female is inferior to male but they perform different functions in family life. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Female believers shall be preserved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and love and holiness with discretion (2Tim. 2:15).

  2) God’s appointment to woman is truly her deliverance and protection ---- love and obey her husband with whole heart. 

  3) The husband symbolizes Christ (Eph. 5:23). Let believers magnify the Lord in daily life and let Him have the first place in everything (Col. 1:18). 

Gen. 3:17 “Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, "You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.” 

YLT: “And to the man He said, `Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and dost eat of the tree concerning which I have charged thee, saying, Thou dost not eat of it, cursed the ground on thine account; in sorrow thou dost eat of it all days of thy life,”
Literal Meaning: “because you have heeded the voice of your wife”, it shows that hearing his wife blindly is the reason for his sin. 

  “Cursed is the ground for your sake”, man’s sin made all things involved (Rom. 8:19-23), because Adam was the head of the old creation, who represented the old creation. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Husband shall love his wife. However, the husband shall judge the words of his wife and not hear her blindly. Once mistakes are made, the husband shall pay more responsibility. 

  2) It is the fate caused by sin that man shall make a living in toil all his days. However, if we are willing to come to the Lord, we will find rest in labor (Matt. 11:28).

  3) If man is idle all day, he may have evil thoughts and commit evil works. Therefore, God’s judgment upon man is still a kind of deliverance and protection ---- labor and toil. 

  4) “Eat of it”, Man makes a living through and by all things God had created. 

Gen. 3:18 “Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field.” 

YLT: “and thorn and bramble it doth bring forth to thee, and thou hast eaten the herb of the field;”
Literal Meaning: thorns and thistles symbolize all kinds of difficulties man experiences in his life. 
Spiritual Meaning: “thorns and thistles” are the sign of curse. The Lord Jesus wore the crown of thorns on the cross, which showed that he bore the curse of sin.
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Though believers have tribulations in the world, they have peace in the world (John 16:33). 

  2) The way of transforming bitterness to blessing is to love God ---- whatever he who loves God does shall prosper (Ps. 1:2-3). 

Gen. 3:19 “In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."” 

YLT: “by the sweat of thy face thou dost eat bread till thy return unto the ground, for out of it hast thou been taken, for dust thou , and unto dust thou turnest back.'”
Literal Meaning: it is appointed by God that man shall make a living by labor and toil. And it is the vivid picture of the painful life of laboring all one’s life and being full of sweat on one’s face and turning out to be vain after death. 
  It is analyzed that the chemical composition and elements are proved to be out of the ground. Man’s flesh will be decayed to the dust after death. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) What vanity for a man to seek fleshly pleasure only!

  2) Death is the extreme point of a painful life. However, believers do not fear death, for we have the hope of resurrection and for us to live Christ and to die gain (Phil. 1:21). 

Gen. 3:20 “And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.” 

YLT: “And the man calleth his wife's name Eve: for she hath been mother of all living.”
Meaning of Words: “Eve”: life, the source of life; 
Literal Meaning: this verse indicates that Adam still believed the promise of God (see v.15). 
Gen. 3:21 “Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God doth make to the man and to his wife coats of skin, and doth clothe them.”
Literal Meaning: “skin”: leather taken from animals, which showed that there was a sacrifice shedding blood and giving life for them;  
Spiritual Meaning: “skin” typifies Christ is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). If man believes into Him, he will put on the robe of righteousness (Luke 15:22).
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) There is no remission without blood (Heb. 9:22).

  2) Man used leaves ---- good works ---- to cover shame. But God used skin ---- let man covered under Christ. 

  3) Skin was prepared by God, which showed that the salvation of Christ was utterly out of the counsel of God Himself. 

  4) Today the redemption has been fulfilled (John 19:30). However, if we do not “put on” ---- “do not believe and receive” Christ, we cannot enjoy the profit of the salvation. 

  5) Clothes are for the purpose of covering shame. It goes against the Bible that man in the world likes to wear revealing clothes. Therefore, let believers not imitate them. 

Gen. 3:22 “Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever"--” 

YLT: “And Jehovah God saith, `Lo, the man was as one of Us, as to the knowledge of good and evil; and now, lest he send forth his hand, and have taken also of the tree of life, and eaten, and lived to the age,' --”
Meaning of Words: “put out”: stretch out, send; “live”: make … alive; 
Literal Meaning: since man had fallen, if he was allowed to eat the fruit of the tree of life again while living in sin, his condition would be miserable. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Today, we have another “tree”, namely, the cross on which the Lord Jesus was crucified (1Pet. 2:24), through which we can live forever. 

  2) If the problem of sin is not solved, man cannot enjoy the divine life. Man has to first appropriate the “blood” of the Lord shedding on the cross and then enjoys the “water” out of Him. 

  3) If believers desire to have fellowship with God and enjoy the divine life, they have to confess their own sins first (1John 1:9).  

Gen. 3:23 “therefore the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.” 

YLT: “Jehovah God sendeth him forth from the garden of Eden to serve the ground from which he hath been taken;”
Literal Meaning: since man’s relationship was interrupted, he had to return to live in the realm of dust. 
Gen. 3:24 “So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.” 

YLT: “yea, he casteth out the man, and causeth to dwell at the east of the garden of Eden the cherubs and the flame of the sword which is turning itself round to guard the way of the tree of life.”
Meaning of Words: “drive out”: cast out, drive away, expel; “place”: set, abide; “cherubim”: those who are held; “turn way”: whirl around, be converted;
Literal Meaning: “cherubim”, it is in the plural in the original Hebrew, referring to the angels who are much closer to God (Ps. 80:1; 1Sam. 4:4) and have great relationship with the glory of God (Heb. 9:5; Ezek. 9:3). 
Spiritual Meaning: Adam was isolated from the source of life (the tree of life) ---- this is “death”.

  “Cherubim” symbolizes the glory of God; “flaming” symbolizes the holiness of God; “world” symbolizes the righteousness of God. 

  This verse indicates that man cannot draw near to God or enjoy His life until he has satisfied the requirements of God’s glory and holiness and righteousness. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Reasons for Adam’s Sin

A. Meet the temptations of the devil (v.1-5);

B. Doubt the word of God (v.4);

C. Pride and the desire of being like God (v.5);

D. Disobedience to the commandment of God (v.6);

Adam’s Reponses after Sin

A. Make themselves coverings by fig leaves (v.7);

B. Hide themselves among the trees (v.8);

C. Shuffle off their responsibilities to one another (v.12-13);

Results of Adam’s Sin

A. Lose authority (1:28);

B. Lose joy (v.16-20, 24);

C. Lose good (v.7:29; see Gen. chap.4; 6:5-8);

D. Lose holiness (v.7; Eccl.7:29; Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24);

E. Lose peace (v.8-15);

F. Lose life (v.19; Rom. 5:12; 6:23; James 1:15);

Genesis Chapter Four
I. Content of the Chapter

The Second Fall of Man

A. The birth and occupations of Cain and Abel (v.1-2);

B. Cain and Abel offered sacrifices to God respectively but received different effects (v.3-7);

C. Cain murdered Abel and was punished by God (v.8-16);

D. The offspring of Cain (v.17-24);

E. The birth and offspring of Seth (v.25-26);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 4:1 “Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have acquired a man from the LORD."” 

YLT: “And the man knew Eve his wife, and she conceiveth and beareth Cain, and saith, `I have gotten a man by Jehovah;'”

Meaning of Words: “Cain”: obtain, gain; 
Literal Meaning: Eve thought she had gained the “Seed of the woman” God promised (Gen. 3:15), so she named the child “Cain” (which means “gain”).

Gen. 4:2 “Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.” 

YLT: “and she addeth to bear his brother, even Abel. And Abel is feeding a flock, and Cain hath been servant of the ground.”

Meaning of Words: “Abel”: breath, vanity; 
Literal Meaning: After Eve had begotten Cain, she had not gained the “Seed of the woman” God promised, so she was disappointed and named the second child “Abel” (which means “vanity”). 

  At that time, man ate only vegetables and fruits (Gen. 3:18). The purpose of keeping sheep might be making clothes to cover shame (Gen. 3:21) and offering sin-offering. It was very likely that Adam and Eve received the revelation of God ---- man could not draw near to God unless he came by the sacrifice of the lamb. And they told the revelation to their sins. 

We can see from this verse Able lived for God and Cain lived for his own belly. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is vanity of vanities of the life without God (Eccl. 1:2).

  2) He who has really realized the vanity of life will definitely regard God as his value of life and live for God. 

  3) Let believers not live for bread only, but for serving God. 

Gen. 4:3 “And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD.” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass at the end of days that Cain bringeth from the fruit of the ground a present to Jehovah;”

Meaning of Words: “in the process of time”: in the end of days; extremity; “offering”: sacrifice;
Literal Meaning: Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to God to please God. However, his actions hah showed his indifference to the revelation from his parents. He dared even to touch the divine things by himself. Here we find that man may think of God and hope to have fellowship with God and worship God when they are full. However, the problem is whether such kind of worship is worthy of the will of God. He who does not walk according to the will of God has just gone in “the way of Cain” (Jude v.11).

Spiritual Meaning: the offering of Cain symbolizes human religion, which is characterized by voluntary worship out of man’s will instead of God’s revelation (Col. 2:23) as well as justification by man’s works and labors (Gal. 3:11). 

Gen. 4:4 “Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering,” 

YLT: “and Abel, he hath brought, he also, from the female firstlings of his flock, even from their fat ones; and Jehovah looketh unto Abel and unto his present,”

Meaning of Words: “respect”: gaze at, inspect; 
Literal Meaning: the offering offered by Abel was respected by God, because: 1) it was not offered according to his own will, but the will of God received from his parents; 2) he offered to God by faith (Heb. 11:4); 3) what he offered was the sacrifice that was killed with blood. 

Spiritual Meaning: “firstborn” and “fat” typify Christ. The offering of Abel symbolizes the religion of revelation. Man will be pleased before God by Jesus Christ who was killed with blood only. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “Firstborn” is the best of the flock. “Fat” is the best part of the body of the sheep. Let us present the best to God. 

  2) God not only respects Abel’s offering but also the “person” of Abel. Only those who keep the will of God are pleased by God. 

  3) Indeed, Eve respected Cain, but God respected Abel. What is respected by man may not be respected by God. However, what is respected by God may be despised by man (1Sam. 16:1-14). 

Gen. 4:5 “but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell.” 

YLT: “and unto Cain and unto his present He hath not looked; and it is very displeasing to Cain, and his countenance is fallen.”

Meaning of Words: “not respect”: not look; “angry”: fret self, be kindled; “countenance fell”: face fell;
Literal Meaning: “But He did not respect Cain and his offering”, both the offering of Cain as well as his person are not right, so God does not accept him. 

  The anger of Cain showed his motivation of offering was wrong. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Concerning the fellowship with God of men, Not only things but also our person should be right. 

  2) Though human religion seeks the pleasure of God, its worship is still in vain because of its wrong source. 

  3) Obedience is better than sacrifice (1Sam. 15:22). What God really respects is our obedience to Him. 

  4) The first characteristic of religious people is self-righteousness and self-arrogance and easy tendency of anger in any slight dissatisfaction. 

  5) Let us not offer “the excessive one”, but “the best one” to God. 

  6) Concerning our service of God,  

Gen. 4:6 “So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen?” 

YLT: “And Jehovah saith unto Cain, `Why hast thou displeasure? and why hath thy countenance fallen?”

Literal Meaning: “angry” and “have your countenance fallen” are external expression. The question of God was to remind Cain of the hidden of his anger and falling countenance and the real condition of his heart. 

Gen. 4:7 “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it."” 

YLT: “Is there not, if thou dost well, acceptance? and if thou dost not well, at the opening a sin-offering is crouching, and unto thee its desire, and thou rulest over it.'”

Meaning of Words: “do well”: become good; “be accepted”: rise up self, highness; “sin”: miss the mark; “lie”: fall down; 
Literal Meaning: this verse describes “sin” as a personified living thing (Rom. 7:17), which is the incarnated Satan, crouching at the door and throwing itself at any moment. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Sin is always waiting for chances to hurt men and gain men to be its tools (Rom. 6:13). It is vain for man to try to rule over it. 

  2) Though religion exhorts to do well, it is unable to give power to man to do well (Rom. 7:18). 

Gen. 4:8 “Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.” 

YLT: “And Cain saith unto Abel his brother, and it cometh to pass in their being in the field, that Cain riseth up against Abel his brother, and slayeth him.”

Spiritual Meaning: “Cain” typifies those who are of the flesh; “Abel” typifies those who are of the spirit. He who walks according to the flesh always persecutes him who walks according to the Spirit (Gal. 4:29). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “Murder” is one of the characteristics of religion. Religionists, including even some zealous ones, kill one another. 

  2) The devil is the father of all the religions of the world, for it was a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44). 

  3) Religionists (including Christians) who kill will think to render service to God (John 16:2). 

  4) He who hates his brothers is a murderer (1John 3:15). 

Gen. 4:9 “Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not know. Am I my brother's keeper?"” 

YLT: “And Jehovah saith unto Cain, `Where Abel thy brother?' and he saith, `I have not known; my brother's keeper -- I?'”

Literal Meaning: “He said, "I do not know” ---- This is a lie. “Am I my brother's keeper?” ---- This is being against God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Believers are responsible to look after and help one another (Rom. 14:7; Phil. 2:4; 1Tim. 5:8). 

  2) Religionists worship false gods but do not know the true God, so they are not ashamed of lying. 

Gen. 4:10 “And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.” 

YLT: “And He saith, `What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood is crying unto Me from the ground;”

Literal Meaning: the blood can speak (Heb. 12:24), which means that the blood bears witness before God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It seems that there is a voice of man’s sins reaching the ears of God (Gen. 18:20; 19:13; Ex. 2:23; 3:9; James 5:4). 

  2) God will avenge all those who are murdered for the sake of bearing witness (Rev. 6:9-10; 19:2).

  3) The blood of the Lord Jesus speaks better than that of Abel (Heb. 12:24). Therefore, believers come to God with boldness by His blood (Heb. 10:19). 

Gen. 4:11 “So now you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand.” 

YLT: “and now, cursed thou from the ground, which hath opened her mouth to receive the blood of thy brother from thy hand;”

Literal Meaning: “you are cursed from the earth”, it means: 1) the earth will not yield its strength to you; 2) the earth will not accept you (see v.12).

Enlightenment in the Word: the religious life without God has not blessing of God and even lives under curse. 

Gen. 4:12 “When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth."” 

YLT: “when thou tillest the ground, it doth not add to give its strength to thee -- a wanderer, even a trembling one, thou art in the earth.'”

Meaning of Words: “fugitive”: waver, wander; “vagabond”: stagger, wag, shake; 

Literal Meaning: “a fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth”, Cain became a fugitive and vagabond on the earth; “fugitive” emphasizes the external wandering; “vagabond” emphasizes the internal drifting state. 

Enlightenment in the Word: if one lives a life without God, he does not know where he comes nor where to go and has no hope (Eph. 2:12) nor meaning.

Gen. 4:13 “And Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is greater than I can bear!” 

YLT: “And Cain saith unto Jehovah, `Greater is my punishment than to be borne;”

Meaning of Words: “punishment”: perversity, sin; “bear”: stand; 
Literal Meaning: “my punishment is greater than I can bear!” The word of Cain is not repentance, but a self pitying groan. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the worse punishment for man is not be rejected by God, which is more than that man can bear.  

Gen. 4:14 “Surely You have driven me out this day from the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds me will kill me."” 

YLT: “lo, Thou hast driven me to-day from off the face of the ground, and from Thy face I am hid; and I have been a wanderer, even a trembling one, in the earth, and it hath been -- every one finding me doth slay me.'”

Meaning of Words: “find”: seek; 
Literal Meaning: “the face of the ground”, lose the attendance and protection of God; 

  “Anyone who finds me”, other children begotten by Adam and Eve; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The worse pain for man is to losing the presence of God. 

  2) Man could see God after the first fall (referring to Adam). However, man was driven out from the face of the ground (referring to Cain). The more man has fallen, the farther he is away from God. 

  3) He who rejects God will be rejected by God. Religionists without God are not preserved by God. 

  4) The murderer always fears to be murdered. 

Gen. 4:15 “And the LORD said to him, "Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah saith to him, `Therefore -- of any slayer of Cain sevenfold it is required;' and Jehovah setteth to Cain a token that none finding him doth slay him.”

Meaning of Words: “vengeance”: avenge; 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Religionists who commit murder think they act for God. However, it is not the original will of God.

  2) Whoever desires to kill those who keep different views with him have to ponder over the meaning of this verse.  

Gen. 4:16 “Then Cain went out from the presence of the LORD and dwelt in the land of Nod on the east of Eden.” 

YLT: “And Cain goeth out from before Jehovah, and dwelleth in the land, moving about east of Eden;”

Meaning of Words: “Nod”: exile, wandering; 
Spiritual Meaning: religion and civilization are two inventions of human beings. Man invented religion to draw near God and worship God. However, such voluntary worship did not please God and was against God, making man farther from God. Once man has lost God, he has lost the provision and joy and protection of God. Therefore, man invented civilization to replace God.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Cain brought the offering to God to serve Him, but finally he murdered because of the offering and went out from the presence of God. It will be the end of all those who have voluntary worship. 

  2) Man was sent forth from the garden of Eden after the first fall (Gen. 3:23), but went out of the presence of Jehovah after the second fall (referring to Cain).

  3) All those who go out of the presence of God will “dwell” on the earth.  

Gen. 4:17 “And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. And he built a city, and called the name of the city after the name of his son--Enoch.” 

YLT: “and Cain knoweth his wife, and she conceiveth, and beareth Enoch; and he is building a city, and he calleth the name of the city, according to the name of his son -- Enoch.”

Meaning of Words: “Enoch”: initiated to learn; 
Literal Meaning: most Bible expositors think the wife of Cain was the daughter of Adam and Eve. In the Bible marriage of a brother and his sister was prohibited after the Mosaic law. In the beginning, passive elements might not be inherited by those who married close relatives. 

  “City”, it is a kind of social unit, big or small, that men can dwell in. 

Spiritual Meaning: once men went out of the presence of God, they “were initiated to learn” (the meaning of the word “Enoch”) skills for life to supply and entertain and guard themselves, and thus civilization appeared. 

  “City”, it is the center of man’s gatherings and life on the earth (Gen. 11:1-4), which is build with earthly materials, whose builder is man. City symbolizes a comprehensive expression of human civilization. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Believers lead a life of tent on the earth. What we look for is not the earthly city built by men, but the city which has foundation, whose builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:9-10).

  2) Cain called the city he built by his son’s name. What those who are far off have contemplated are often for their own children.  

Gen. 4:18 “To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad begot Mehujael, and Mehujael begot Methushael, and Methushael begot Lamech.” 

YLT: “And born to Enoch is Irad; and Irad hath begotten Mehujael; and Mehujael hath begotten Methusael; and Methusael hath begotten Lamech.”

Meaning of Words: “Irad”: a city of testimony; “Mehujael”: smitten of God; “Methushael”: he is of God; “Lamech”: strong, powerful;
Literal Meaning: God did not record the days of those who were in Cain’s genealogy, which indicated that their days on the earth were not remembered before God (read Gen. chap. 5). 

Spiritual Meaning: man “began to learn” (“Enoch”) to lead an atheistic life, and gradually he developed a civilized atheistic system and took it as his “testimony” (“Irad”) and boast. In the process of men’s building the atheistic civilization, though they knew God was against and would “smite” (“Mehujael”) it and knew man was “of God” (“Methushael”), they still went their own ways and “strengthened” themselves (“Lamech”) to promote the civilization construction. Therefore, God just gave them up (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28). 

Gen. 4:19 “Then Lamech took for himself two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name of the second was Zillah.” 

YLT: “And Lamech taketh to himself two wives, the name of the one Adah, and the name of the second Zillah.”

Meaning of Words: “Adah”: adorn, entertainment; “Zillah”: shade, defence;
Literal Meaning: this was the source of the evil custom of polygamy. 

Spiritual Meaning: Lamech, the central character of the atheistic culture, represents all those who intoxicated with culture, who emphasizes “adornment” and “entertainment” (“Adah”) and boasts of “keeping” (“Zillah”) physical and mental health. However, such man actually indulges themselves in the flesh (polygamy).

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Once man goes out from God, he will indulge himself in the flesh to satisfy the lusts of the flesh. Therefore, polygamy arose thereafter and destroyed the commandment of God ---- “the man and the woman shall become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24).

  2) To those who are intoxicated with the atheistic culture, male will indulge in the sultriness of lusts and female will be infatuated with dressing. 

Gen. 4:20 “And Adah bore Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock.” 

YLT: “And Adah beareth Jabal, he hath been father of those inhabiting tents and purchased possessions;”

Meaning of Words: “Jabal”: leader, flowing; “dwell”: live;
Literal Meaning: at that time, according to the word of God, man had to live by tilling the ground (Gen. 3:17). However, man invented the culture of “nomadism” (“Jabal”).

Gen. 4:21 “His brother's name was Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the harp and flute.” 

YLT: “and the name of his brother Jubal, he hath been father of every one handling harp and organ.”

Meaning of Words: “Jubal”: joyful sound, music; “play”: seize, overlay;
Literal Meaning: man invented “music” (“Jubal”), which was the beginning of human artistic civilization.

Enlightenment in the Word: men in the world needs all kinds of entertainment to get rid of depress, for they have no God to be their joy.  

Gen. 4:22 “And as for Zillah, she also bore Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every craftsman in bronze and iron. And the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.” 

YLT: “And Zillah she also bare Tubal-Cain, an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron; and a sister of Tubal-Cain Naamah.”

Meaning of Words: “Tubal-Cain”: enlargement of Cain, offspring of Cain; “Naamah”: pleasantness;
Literal Meaning: Cain is the first murder of human beings (v.8). Human murder “developed” into (“Tubal-Cain”) sharp weapons to defend themselves. This was the source of human martial civilization. 

Spiritual Meaning: since human beings had lost God to be their provision and joy and protection, they developed the atheistic culture to keep and entertain and defend themselves, and finally they became so cruel and violent that they even murdered to “seek pleasantness” (“Naamah”). 

Gen. 4:23 “Then Lamech said to his wives: "Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; Wives of Lamech, listen to my speech! For I have killed a man for wounding me, Even a young man for hurting me.” 

YLT: “And Lamech saith to his wives: -- `Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; Wives of Lamech, give ear my saying: For a man I have slain for my wound, Even a young man for my hurt;”

Meaning of Words: “listen to”: give ear to; 
Literal Meaning: Lanech was the key figure of the atheistic culture, which made man indulge in lusts (v.19) and become ferocious and cruel. He who murders is not willing to be murdered.  

Gen. 4:24 “If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, Then Lamech seventy-sevenfold."” 

YLT: “For sevenfold is required for Cain, And for Lamech seventy and sevenfold.'”
Literal Meaning: here it means that if anyone hurts Lamech, he will be avenged tenfold than the vengeance taken upon him who kills Cain. In other words, Lamech was so arrogant that he thought he could protect him tenfold better than God’s protection on Cain. 

Gen. 4:25 “And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, "For God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed."” 

YLT: “And Adam again knoweth his wife, and she beareth a son, and calleth his name Seth, `for God hath appointed for me another seed instead of Abel:' for Cain had slain him.”

Meaning of Words: “Seth”: new seed, appoint, replace; 
Spiritual Meaning: Cain and his offspring typify the race of old creature, and here Seth and his offspring typify the race of new creature, who have been baptized unto Christ Jesus and walked in newness of life and been delivered from the corruption of the old creature (see Rom. 6:3-7) through the election and salvation of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If man is unwilling to keep the same mind with God and be used by God, God will stir up another group of people elsewhere to fulfill His purpose. 

  2) The witnesses of God will never come to an end. If one is murdered, another one will be raised by God. 

Gen. 4:26 “And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of the LORD.” 

YLT: “And to Seth, to him also a son hath been born, and he calleth his name Enos; then a beginning was made of preaching in the name of Jehovah.”

Meaning of Words: “Enosh”: fragile, mortal; 
Spiritual Meaning: only when man knows his “infirmity” and expects nothing from the “mortal” body (“Enosh”), will he turn to call upon God and rely on Him.

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Many times, we may become so weak that we have to call upon the name of the Lord, for the Lord is rich to all that call upon Him (Rom. 10:12-13).

  2) There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

The Process of the Fall of Cain

A. Disobedience to the revelation of God (v.3);

B. Anger because of not being pleased by God (v.5);

C. Murder because of jealousy (v.8);

D. Lie to God (v.9);

E. Seek one’s own profit (v.13);

F. Utter isolation from God in the end (v.14, 16);

Things Learnt From the Meanings of the Names in This Chapter

A. Those who have refused God:

After they have fallen and gone out from the presence of God, they “began to learn” to lead an atheistic life ---- “Enoch” (v.17), and gradually developed a system of atheistic culture and took it as their “testimony” and glory ---- “Irad” (v.18). In the process of men’s building the atheistic culture, though they knew God was against and would “destroy” ---- “Mehujael” (v.18) and knew man was “of God” ---- “Methushael” (v.18), they still went their own way and strengthened themselves to promote their cultural construction ---- “Lamech” (v.18). They emphasized “adornment” and “entertainment” ---- “Adah” (v.19), and boasted of “keep” physical and mental health, but actually they just indulged themselves in the lusts of the flesh (polygamy) ---- “Zillah” (v.19). Afterwards, they maintained their existence by “nomadism” ---- “Jabal” (v.20), and invented “music” to release themselves ---- “Jubal” (v.21). Moreover, they “developed” bronze and iron to defend them ---- “Tubal ---- Cain” (v.22), and became ferocious and cruel and even “sought fun” by murder ---- “Naamah” (v.22). 

B. Those who have received God:

They knew the “vanity” of life ---- “Abel” (v.2) and that they “were weak and mortal” ---- “Enosh” (v.26). Therefore, they turned to call upon “that I AM” ---- “Jehovah” (v.26) and let the divine life “replace” the old life ---- “Seth” (v.25).

Genesis Chapter Five
I. Content of the Chapter

Adam’s Genealogy 
A. Adam begot Seth (v.1-5);

B. Seth begot Enosh (v.6-8);

C. Enosh begot Cainan (v.8-11);

D. Cainan begot Mahalalel (v.12-14);

E. Mahalalel begot Jared (v.15-17);

F. Jared begot Enoch (v.18-20);

G. Enoch walked with God after he begot Methuselah (v.21-24);

H. Methuselah begot Lamech (v.25-27);

I. Lamech begot Noah (v.28-30);

J. Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth (v.31-32);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 5:1 “This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God.” 

YLT: “This an account of the births of Adam: In the day of God's preparing man, in the likeness of God He hath made him;”
Meaning of Words: “genealogy”: birth, descent, family;
Enlightenment in the Word: God made man in His “image”, according to His “likeness” (Gen. 1:26-27), which indicated that God made man for the purpose of letting man be like Him and manifesting Him. 

Gen. 5:2 “He created them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they were created.” 

YLT: “a male and a female He hath prepared them, and He blesseth them, and calleth their name Man, in the day of their being prepared.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “God blessed them” ---- be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth (Gen. 1:28). Therefore, God’s purpose is to let man represent Him to restore and govern the ground occupied by the devil so as to conquer His enemy. 

  2) “Mankind” and “Adam” are the same word in the original. In the sight of God, the whole mankind is Adam. All mankind is the race of Adam. 

Gen. 5:3 “And Adam lived one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth.” 

YLT: “And Adam liveth an hundred and thirty years, and begetteth in his likeness, according to his image, and calleth his name Seth.”
Meaning of Words: “Adam”: red dust; “Seth”: new sprout, new seed, appoint, set;
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) All the offspring of Adam are like Adam in the inner nature (“image”) and outer likeness (“likeness”) without exception. 

  2) All mankind inherits the nature of the fallen old creation and becomes the image of sinner (Rom. 5:12, 19). Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust (1Cor. 15:48). 

Gen. 5:4 “After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and he had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And the days of Adam after his begetting Seth are eight hundred years, and he begetteth sons and daughters.”

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God desires that we shall be fruitful and multiply on the earth. During our days on the earth, if we do not preach the gospel and beget spiritual children, we have failed to fulfill the mission God has entrusted to us. 

  2) The fathers’ mission of their whole life was nothing else than “having sons and daughters”. Therefore, in the family of the living God, there is nothing more important than to preach the gospel and bear spiritual children. 

  3) Every believer shall experience the travail of birth. Let no one adopt the children of others. 

Gen. 5:5 “So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Adam which he lived are nine hundred and thirty years, and he dieth.”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Adam was mortal no matter how long he had lived. Man always lived under the shadow of death. 

  2) By sin death, and thus death passed upon all men (Rom. 5:12). And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment (Heb. 9:27);

  3) Death is the destination and end of men, but not that of Christians. Death, to Christians, is merely sleep and rest from their labors. One day, we shall all rise and be with the Lord in glory forever. 

Gen. 5:6 “Seth lived one hundred and five years, and begot Enosh.” 

YLT: “And Seth liveth an hundred and five years, and begetteth Enos.”

Meaning of Words: “Enosh”: weak, mortal;
Gen. 5:7 “After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Seth liveth after his begetting Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Literal Meaning: please compare the genealogy of Cain in chapter four with that of Seth here. The days of Cain’s offspring are not recorded, but the days of Seth’s offspring are respectively recorded here.  

Spiritual Meaning: the offspring of Seth typify the race of the new creation. 

Enlightenment in the Word: believers’ spiritual days are calculated according to their respective conditions before God. All the days we have lived in Christ will be remembered by God. 

Gen. 5:8 “So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Seth are nine hundred and twelve years, and he dieth.”

Gen. 5:9 “Enosh lived ninety years, and begot Cainan.” 

YLT: “And Enos liveth ninety years, and begetteth Cainan.”

Meaning of Words: “Cainan”: blacksmith;
Gen. 5:10 “After he begot Cainan, Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Enos liveth after his begetting Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 5:11 “So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Enos are nine hundred and five years, and he dieth.”

Gen. 5:12 “Cainan lived seventy years, and begot Mahalalel.” 

YLT: “And Cainan liveth seventy years, and begetteth Mahalaleel.”

Meaning of Words: “Mahalalel”: praise of God;
Gen. 5:13 “After he begot Mahalalel, Cainan lived eight hundred and forty years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Cainan liveth after his begetting Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 5:14 “So all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Cainan are nine hundred and ten years, and he dieth.”

Gen. 5:15 “Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and begot Jared.” 

YLT: “And Mahalaleel liveth five and sixty years, and begetteth Jared.”

Meaning of Words: “Jared”: descent, humble;
Gen. 5:16 “After he begot Jared, Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Mahalaleel liveth after his begetting Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 5:17 “So all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Mahalaleel are eight hundred and ninety and five years, and he dieth.”

Gen. 5:18 “Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and begot Enoch.” 

YLT: “And Jared liveth an hundred and sixty and two years, and begetteth Enoch.”

Meaning of Words: “Enoch”: initiated, delicate, train up;

Gen. 5:19 “After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Jared liveth after his begetting Enoch eight hundred years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 5:20 “So all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Jared are nine hundred and sixty and two years, and he dieth.”

Gen. 5:21 “Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah.” 

YLT: “And Enoch liveth five and sixty years, and begetteth Methuselah.”

Meaning of Words: “Methuselah”: there will be execution when he dies; there will be great events when he dies; archer;
Gen. 5:22 “After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Enoch walketh habitually with God after his begetting Methuselah three hundred years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Literal Meaning: Enoch received the revelation of God and knew that there would be execution when his son died. Therefore, he named his son “Methuselah” (meaning in the original), which proved he believed the word of God. Such faith makes him fear God in life and walk with Him. 

  “Walked with God”: follow closely God and dare not to lag behind; in the words of the New Testament, he had the mind of Christ Jesus in him (Phil. 2:5) and was guided by Him in everything. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) Enoch walked with God for three hundred years. Obedience to God is not for one time, but forever.

  2) “Having sons and daughters” do not hinder Enoch from “walking with God”. The multiplication of children and entanglement of household duties should not be excuses for the shortage of reading the Bible and prayer. 

  3) “Walk with God” does not mean ignoring human duties. A spiritual man is not a “strange” man. The more one is spiritual, the more normal he is. 

  4) “Having sons and daughters” is holy. Everything in family shall be dealt with in an attitude of fearing and serving God. that will be a testimony of walking with God. 

  5) If a believer wants to lead their children to love God truly, he himself should be a man “who walk with God”. 

Gen. 5:23 “So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Enoch are three hundred and sixty and five years.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) Enoch lived the shortest days among all those who were recorded in this chapter, but had the most value thereof. The value of one’s life, just like an article, does not depend on the length, but the content. 

  2) No matter how long one lives, the most important is to live for the Lord. 

Gen. 5:24 “And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.” 

YLT: “And Enoch walketh habitually with God, and he is not, for God hath taken him.”

Spiritual Meaning: Enoch typifies the overcomers among believers, namely, the first-fruits (Rev. 14:4), who will be kept out of the tribulation to the world (Rev. 3:10; Luke 21:34-36) and will not taste the death and be with the Lord forever (1Thess. 4:17).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) No matter “life” and “death”, both are “walking with God” to Enoch. This is his difference from all. 

  2) Those who “walk with God” in the end of the world will be taken when the Lord comes again (Matt. 24:40-41). 

Gen. 5:25 “Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and begot Lamech.” 

YLT: “And Methuselah liveth an hundred and eighty and seven years, and begetteth Lamech.”

Meaning of Words: “Lamech”: strong, mighty, wild:
Gen. 5:26 “After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Methuselah liveth after his begetting Lamech seven hundred and eighty and two years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 5:27 “So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Methuselah are nine hundred and sixty and nine years, and he dieth.”

Literal Meaning: “Methuselah”, the names means “there will be execution when he dies”, or “there will be great events when he dies”. Methuselah begot Lamech when he lived one hundred and eighty-seven years (v.25), and Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years (v.28), and Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was on the earth (Gen. 7:6). The sum of the above three numbers is exactly nine hundred and sixty-nine years. In the nine hundred and sixty-ninth year, Methuselah died. 

Gen. 5:28 “Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and had a son.” 

YLT: “And Lamech liveth an hundred and eighty and two years, and begetteth a son,”

Gen. 5:29 “And he called his name Noah, saying, "This one will comfort us concerning our work and the toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD has cursed."”
YLT: “and calleth his name Noah, saying, `This doth comfort us concerning our work, and concerning the labour of our hands, because of the ground which Jehovah hath cursed.'”

Meaning of Words: “Noah”: rest, quietness: “work”: toil; “comfort”: deep breath;
Literal Meaning: man’s whole life is merely work and toil unto death with little comfort. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) Believers on the earth groan and travail in pain and bear the curse of God with the whole creation together (Rom. 8:22). Therefore, we have to still labor and work what is honest with hands (Eph. 4:28). 

  2) Thanks the Lord. In the world we have tribulation, and in Him we have peace (John 16:33). 

Gen. 5:30 “After he begot Noah, Lamech lived five hundred and ninety-five years, and had sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Lamech liveth after his begetting Noah five hundred and ninety and five years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 5:31 “So all the days of Lamech were seven hundred and seventy-seven years; and he died.” 

YLT: “And all the days of Lamech are seven hundred and seventy and seven years, and he dieth.”

Gen. 5:32 “And Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” 

YLT: “And Noah is a son of five hundred years, and Noah begetteth Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”

Meaning of Words: “Shem”: reputation, fame: “Ham”: hot, warm; “Japheth”: expansion, enlargement;
Literal Meaning: here is means Noah was five hundred years old when he begot the eldest son. Noah was five hundred and two years old when he begot Shem (Gen. 11:10; 7:6), so Shem was not the eldest son. The Bible mentions the name of Shem first, for the people of Israel were the offspring of Shem. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Enoch” typifies believers of Pre-tribulation Rapture (Gen. 5:24). 

  “Noah” typifies believers of Post-tribulation Rapture. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

In Adam

A. All those in Adam are “of the dust”(the meaning of “Adam”);

B. All those in Adam are in his own likeness, after his image (v.3);

C. All those in Adam died (v.5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, 31).

Things Learnt From the Meanings of the Names in This Chapter

A. We believers were originally “of the dust” ---- “Adam” (v.1);

B. We have obtained “the new life” in Christ on account of the grace of God ---- “Seth” (v.3);

C. We then know our natural life is “mortal” ---- “Enosh” (v.6);

D. Thus we seek Christ with diligence and obtain Christ as our “possession” ---- “Cainan” (v.9);

E. This is what God “pleases” and “approves” ---- “Mathalalel” (v.12);

F. God will give grace to such “humble” man ---- “Jared” (v.15);

G. So that they begin to “learn” the will of God ---- “Enoch” (v.18);

H. Thus they know God will judge this world, “and the judgment comes when he dies” ---- “Methuselah” (v.21);

I. Therefore, they “abound the work” of the Lord ---- “Lamech” (v.25);

J. And they enjoy the full “rest” in the Lord ---- “Noah” (v.29);

K. And they bear “much fruit” and receive great “effect” of their “works” ---- “Shem, Ham, and Japheth” (v.32);

Genesis Chapter Six
I. Content of the Chapter

The Third Fall of Man

A. Man was indeed flesh and was corrupted in deeds:

1. Human hybrid appeared because of the intercourse between the angels and men (v.1-4);

2. God was sorry that He had made man on the earth when seeing the wickedness of man was great in the earth and (v.5-7);

3. Only Noah found grace in the eyes of God (v.8-10);

4. All the world was corrupted (v.11-12); 

B. The salvation of God: 

1. God was determined to destroy the whole world (v.13);

2. God commanded Noah to create an ark (v.14-21);

3. Noah kept the commandment of God (v.22); 

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 6:1 “Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born to them,” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass that mankind have begun to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters have been born to them,”

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Sin was a kind of infectious leper. When the wicked are multiplied, transgression increases (Pro. 29:16). 

  2) God desires man to be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 1:28). However, if man does not walk in the appointed will of God, his problems will be multiplied. Indeed, the church shall seek the increase of number and also pay attention to the growth of life.  

Gen. 6:2 “that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose.” 

YLT: “and sons of God see the daughters of men that they fair, and they take to themselves women of all whom they have chosen.”
Literal Meaning: “the sons of God” refer to the angels (Job 1:6; 2:1). Originally the angels neither married nor were given in marriage (Matt. 22:30). However, there were some angels that had failed to keep their proper position. Men of the city of Sodom committed greedily fornication and went after other flesh (Jude v.6-7). Therefore, here it refers to the evil spirits transformed from the fallen angels, who were attached unto man’s body to take wives for them. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The lusts of eyes may often stir up lusts of the flesh. Satan often uses man’s “eyes” to commit adultery (Matt. 5:28). Therefore, let us watch what we look on.  

  2) If a young believer who chooses a spouse pays attention to “physical beauty” only, it is difficult to have a good ending.

  3) Once man leaves God, he will walk “at will” and dare to do anything to satisfy his own lusts without fear of God.

  4) It is the root of failure that believers walk “according to their own will” instead of keeping the will of God.

  5) Our God is a God of jealousy. He does not please His children to be associated with the evil tide of the world to be defiled by the world. 

Gen. 6:3 “And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”” 

YLT: “And Jehovah saith, `My Spirit doth not strive in man -- to the age; in their erring they flesh:' and his days have been an hundred and twenty years.”

Meaning of Words: “strive with”: with a straight course;
Literal Meaning: in the Bible, flesh means that man has the deeds of body  (Rom.8:13) because of being controlled by the evil lusts after man had fallen and sin entered into man’s body (Gal. 5:24; Eph.2:3). That man is indeed flesh means that man is of the flesh and lives under the control of the lusts of the flesh. 

  “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever”, God send the Spirit to be against man (Gal. 5:17) to inspire man to walk by the Spirit. However, if man clings to things of the flesh, he will become the man of the flesh. God’s spirit will not strive with man forever and gives him up to the lusts of the flesh (Rom. 1:24). 

  “Yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years”, God gave this additional gracious period and then executed the judgment. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) In order to restore man, His Spirit often speaks in man to make him realize the mistake.

  2) Once man is flesh, God has no position and God’s word is not obeyed, for the flesh of man is enmity against God.

  3) God has rich goodness and forbearance and long-suffering to lead man to repentance. However, if man refuses to repent, he treasures up to himself wrath of God in the day of righteous judgment of God (Rom. 2:4-5). 

  4) It is not that the Spirit shall not strive with man, but not strive with man “forever”. If we believers do not obey the teaching of the unction, the Spirit will not utterly cease his working at once. However, if we disobey again and again, the working of the unction may stop.   

  5) If a believer is unconscious of his sins, possibly, it is given up by God because he has darkened his neck and refused to hear the words of the Spirit. 

Gen. 6:4 “There were giants on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.” 

YLT: “The fallen ones were in the earth in those days, and even afterwards when sons of God come in unto daughters of men, and they have borne to them -- they the heroes, who, from of old, the men of name.”

Meaning of Words: “giants”: feller, bully; “come in to”: enter in; “mighty”: valiant, strong;
Literal Meaning: “giants”, it is “Nephilim” in the original, a kind of giant with stalwart stature (Num. 13:33). Such kind of hybrid appeared because of disobedience to God’s law of “being after one’s kind” (Gen. 1:21, 24) so that the nature of the evil spirit was mixed into man. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Those who are of God can in no wise have fellowship with those are of the world. Let believers come out from among them that God will accept us (2Cor. 6:14-18).

  2) Believers now may often compromise on truth for the purpose of the so-called “fellowship and oneness”. We have to know that any fellowship or oneness obtained at the cost of truth God is not what God looks for. 

  3) Those who have stalwart stature and mighty power are objects the worship of the world. However, they tend to be the overwhelming power over all. The problems in the church are often caused by the leading characters. 

  4) If man’s flesh is not dealt with or controlled, it will puff up and bring disasters.  

Gen. 6:5 “Then the Lord[b] saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah seeth that abundant the wickedness of man in the earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart only evil all the day;”

Meaning of Words: “great”: multiplied; “thoughts”: imagination, means;
Literal Meaning: not only man’s external works but also inner thoughts are full of wickedness and evil. 

  “Continually”, it means that man’s sins and thoughts of sin are not occasionally, but constantly. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) They that are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh. And the mind of the flesh is enmity against God (Rom. 8:5, 7). 

  2) The mind of man is the stronghold of Satan. Let we believers pay attention to our mind that all our thoughts will be led to the obedience of Christ. 

  3) False marriage leads to great loss. Let young people take heed of choosing spouse. Remember that there is no fellowship between Christians and unbelievers and be not diversely yoked (2Cor. 6:14). 

  4) The eyes of God run to and fro through the whole earth and He searches reins and hearts. Let us pray to God to keep our mind and hearts and lead captive every thought into the obedience of Christ (2Cor. 10:5). 

Gen. 6:6 “And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.” 

YLT: “and Jehovah repenteth that He hath made man in the earth, and He grieveth Himself -- unto His heart.”

Meaning of Words: “sorry”: sign; “grieved”: hurt, painful;
Literal Meaning: here “sorry” does not mean “regret”, for God is omniscient. God felt sorrowful and painful when He saw man’s sins. 

  The fall of man is not the original will of God, for God made man for the purpose of manifesting God and ruling on the earth on Him behalf (Gen. 1:26-27).

  “Grieved Himself”, it indicates that man occupied an influential position in God’s heart. And even though man was so depraved, God was still merciful and slow to anger (Neh. 9:17).  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Do not grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30).

  2) God will not despise a broken and contrite heart (Ps. 51:17), for He had been grieved Himself for the sake of our sins. 

Gen. 6:7 “So the Lord said, “I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.”” 

YLT: “And Jehovah saith, `I wipe away man whom I have prepared from off the face of the ground, from man unto beast, unto creeping thing, and unto fowl of the heavens, for I have repented that I have made them.'”

Meaning of Words: “destroy”: wipe off, rub; “sorry”: sign;
Literal Meaning: since the fallen race had failed to perform the function, their life became meaningless in the sight of God. Moreover, things created for the sake of man had also lost their value of existence. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Let believers not despise themselves. If we live in the will of God, all things will be those for whom all things and by whom all things, just like Christ (Heb. 2:6-10)

  2) All things of the flesh should be destroyed, for they do not meet for God’s use. If we believers want to be serviceable to the Lord, we have to deal with our natural flesh. 

Gen. 6:8 “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” 

YLT: “And Noah found grace in the eyes of Jehovah.”

Meaning of Words: “grace”: graciousness, favor;
Literal Meaning: God’s grace is the source of man’s being saved. He will feel compassion for whom He will feel compassion (Rom. 9:15). And on the other side, there must be reasons for Noah’s finding grace (v.9). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Even though the whole world is defiled, I am alone is innocent. Though I am despised by others, I still seek His favor only. 

  2) God does not sees as man sees, for man looks upon the outward appearance, but God looks upon the heart (1Sam. 16:7). 

Gen. 6:9 “This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.” 

YLT: “These births of Noah: Noah a righteous man; perfect he hath been among his generations; with God hath Noah walked habitually.”
Meaning of Words: “just”: upright; “perfect”: whole, honest, without blemish, full, undefiled; “generations”: among his peers, history;
Literal Meaning: “just”: the one who is justified by God; no one could be justified by works before God (Gal. 3:11), but by faith (Rom. 4:5). By faith, Noah became heir of the righteousness according to faith (Heb. 11:7). 

  “Perfect”: it is also “in sincerity” (Jos. 24:14), which means keeping a perfect heart toward God. Noah relied on God and loved God with a perfect heart. Here it does not mean Noah himself was without blemish. 

  “Walked with God”: draw near to God and focused on the will of God (see the commentary of Gen. 5:22) in the practical conversation. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) No one in the world is perfect in works. However, if we have a perfect heart, God will see us as “perfect” as Noah.

  2) We can know from this verse that “just” and “perfect” and “walking with God” are of the same meaning ---- trust in God and desire God with whole heart and walk according to God. 

Gen. 6:10 “And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” 

YLT: “And Noah begetteth three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”

Literal Meaning: please read the commentary of Gen. 5:32. 

Gen. 6:11 “The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.” 

YLT: “And the earth is corrupt before God, and the earth is filled violence.”

Meaning of Words: “corrupt”: decay, cast off; “violence”: oppression, violent dealing;
Literal Meaning: man has not only the mind of the flesh (v.5) but also the works of the flesh (v.12). The works of the flesh are characterized by two points: one is “violence”, namely, disobedience to God (Rom. 8:7) and to the laws and orders set by God; the other is “corruption”, namely, be after the devil and be slaves of sins (John 8:44, 34). 

Gen. 6:12 “So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.” 

YLT: “And God seeth the earth, and lo, it hath been corrupted, for all flesh hath corrupted its way on the earth.”

Gen. 6:13 “And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” 

YLT: “And God said to Noah, `An end of all flesh hath come before Me, for the earth hath been full of violence from their presence; and lo, I am destroying them with the earth.”

Literal Meaning: since the flesh of man avails nothing before God, it is worthy of being destroyed only. 

Spiritual Meaning: “I will destroy them with the earth”, “earth” symbolizes the world. Therefore, the spiritual meaning of this verse is that the flesh and the world are both enmities against God, so both of them should be destroyed together (Gal. 6:14). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The human way of dealing with the flesh is amelioration. But the divine way is to put it to death and crucify it on the cross (Gal. 5:24). 

  2) The world is passing and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity (John 2:17). 

  3) Whoever will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God (James 4:4; 1John 2:15).

Gen. 6:14 “Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch.” 

YLT: “`Make for thyself an ark of gopher-wood; rooms dost thou make with the ark, and thou hast covered it within and without with cypress;”

Meaning of Words: “ark”: box; “room”: dwelling-place, house; “cover”: pacify, purge away, cleanse; “pitch”: bribe, ransom;
Literal Meaning: “gopherwood”, it is a kind of cypress rich in resin and is water proof. 

  “Pitch”: it is water proof; 

Spiritual Meaning: “gopherwood” symbolizes the perfect and strong humanity of Christ which can bear the judgment of God. 

  “Ark”, it testifies that Christ is the only testimony and salvation of God. 

  “Make rooms in the ark”, it typifies that the incarnated Christ is just as a man, having the three parts of spirit and soul and body with different functions. 

  “Pitch”, it shares the same etymon with the word “redemption”, symbolizing that the precious blood of Christ has the effect of atonement. 

  The whole verse means that incarnated Christ who has the perfect humanity bore the judgment before God in place of man and gave His life and shed His blood and fulfilled the redemption and thus became the only savior of man. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Though God was determined to destroy the whole earth, He still reserved the way for survival. God’s love here is manifested to us. 

  2) God’s revelation and guidance are often detailed. If believers are vague in the revelation of God, probably, we may have not made up our mind to keep the will of God (John 7:17). 

Gen. 6:15 “And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.” 

YLT: “and this that which thou dost with it: three hundred cubits the length of the ark, fifty cubits its breadth, and thirty cubits its height;”

Literal Meaning: “cubit”: it is an ancient measure of length (Deut. 3:11; Rev. 21:17); a cubit equals to 18 inches. 

Spiritual Meaning: “three hundred”, it is the product of three times one hundred; “three” symbolizes the holy Trinity, and “one hundred” symbolizes fullness (Matt. 13:8). 

  “Fifty”, it is the product of five times ten. “Five” is the sum of “one” and “four”, symbolizing that the only God and the created man (“four”) together will count (“five”). “Ten” symbolizes perfection (Dan. 1:12, 20). 

  “Thirty”, it is the product of “three” times “ten”. And the meaning of three and ten has been mentioned above. 

  The whole verse shows that Christ is God who came to be a man, in whom dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 2:9). Only Christ who is both God and man can fully satisfy the requirements of God’s judgment and take all the responsibilities before God for sinners. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The ark God asked Noah to make was really a huge one. The work was so tremendous that it cannot be fulfilled without ready willingness and steadfast faith. 

  2) Such a colossal ark needed a long time (possibly, one hundred and twenty years) to be constructed. During those years, there was no sign at all for the impending flood. Instead, Noah had to be faced with the sneer of people around. Therefore, let us disregard the environment or views of men when we wait for the fulfillment of the Lord’s work. 

Gen. 6:16 “You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.” 

YLT: “a window dost thou make for the ark, and unto a cubit thou dost restrain it from above; and the opening of the ark thou dost put in its side, -- lower, second, and third dost thou make it.”

Spiritual Meaning: “You shall make a window for the ark”, it symbolizes that believers have to climb up further and experience more God and God’s grace and rely on Him all times and have our mind on things above (Col. 3:2). Therefore, we will obtain more spiritual enlightenment and glorify God by our life in such a dark environment. 

“Set the door of the ark in its side”, “in its side”, it is convenient for man to go in and go out, symbolizing that Christ is near and is the only way for men to enter in to God and enjoy the grace of God (John 10:9; 14:6; Heb. 10:19-20). 

“You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks”, it typifies believers’ experiences of the Holy Father and the Holy Son and the Holy Spirit are in different levels. Let us not be satisfied with having entered into the door but seek with diligence that we have been taken possession of by Christ (Phil. 3:12). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) There is only one door in the ark. Salvation is in none other than Christ (Acts 4:12). 

  2) The window is above the ark. Thus, men in the ark will not see the roaring waving around but look on God in the heaven only. 
Gen. 6:17 “And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die.” 

YLT: “`And I, lo, I am bringing in the deluge of waters on the earth to destroy all flesh, in which a living spirit, from under the heavens; all that in the earth doth expire.”

Spiritual Meaning: “floodwaters” symbolize the judgment of God (see Matt. 24:39) as well as the water of baptism (see 1Pet. 3:20-21).

  Believers are baptized unto the death of Christ. That is to say, our old man has been crucified with Him that the body of sin might be destroyed. If we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him (Rom. 6:3-8).

Gen. 6:18 “But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.” 

YLT: “`And I have established My covenant with thee, and thou hast come in unto the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy son's wives with thee;”

Meaning of Words: “covenant”: compact, league; 
Literal Meaning: “but I will establish My covenant with you”, God made a covenant with Noah, which shows that God has put himself on a position that cannot regret. God was sorry for His creation (v.4), but the gifts and the calling of God do not subject to repentance (Rom. 11:29). Therefore, the word of “covenant” shows the faithfulness and steadfastness of salvation. 

  Only Noah found grace before God (v.8) and the whole family had also found grace (1Pet. 3:20; 2Pet. 2:5; Acts 6:31), which shows that kindness of Christ’s salvation. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “Shall go into the ark”, he who is outside of the ark could not be saved. We cannot truly experience the salvation of Christ unless we have been united with the Lord by faith. 

  2) The salvation of God is given to man based on the family unit. Therefore, let us pray for our family’s being saved. 

Gen. 6:19 “And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.” 

YLT: “and of all that liveth, of all flesh, two of every thou dost bring in unto the ark, to keep alive with thee; male and female are they.”

Literal Meaning: “male and female”, it is for the purpose of multiplication. 

Spiritual Meaning: every living thing would enter into the ark, which showed that all living thing would have part in the salvation of Christ (Rom. 8:19-22; Eph. 1:22-23). 

  Each male and female expresses the continuity of Christ’s salvation. He had offered once sacrifice for sins once for all (Heb. 7:27-28; 10:12-14). And we enjoy His salvation forever by faith (Heb. 7:25; John 10:28-29).

  God let every living thing of the world enter into death but kept all persons and living things in the ark, which indicated that all the old creation should die and only the new creation in Christ will be raised from death. 

Gen. 6:20 “Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive.” 

YLT: “Of the fowl after its kind, and of the cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every they come in unto thee, to keep alive.”

Enlightenment in the Word: all living things were kept for they came to Noah. We believers shall also be responsible for preaching the gospel to unbelievers. 

Gen. 6:21 “And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them.”” 

YLT: “`And thou, take to thyself of all food that is eaten; and thou hast gathered unto thyself, and it hath been to thee and to them for food.'”

Meaning of Words: “gather”: restore; 
Spiritual Meaning: the food gathered in the ark symbolized that Christ is the bread of life. We can live by Him through eating Him (John 6:35, 57). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Let us not think it is enough of being saved (entering into the ark). In the ark, let us also eat and enjoy the Lord everyday in the ark (Christ) so that our spiritual life will be quickened and grown up. 

  2) Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God (Matt. 4:4). 

Gen. 6:22 “Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.” 

YLT: “And Noah doth according to all that God hath commanded him; so hath he done.”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Faith should be in keeping with works. Faith without works is dead (James 1:22-23; 2:14-26). 

  2) The word of God is the source of believers’ spiritual works. Where there is no God’s word, there is no work. Once the word of God comes, man shall do according to the pattern shown in the mountain (Heb. 8:5), and nothing shall be added to or taken from the divine word (Rev. 22:18-19). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Man Was Corrupted into the Flesh

A. Evil spirits came to have intercourse of man (v.1-2);

B. That made man the flesh (v.3);

C. Strange giants appeared (v.4);

D. Every intent of the thoughts of man’s heart was only evil continually (v.5);

E. Man is full of works in the flesh ---- violence and corruption (v.11-12);

God’s Reponses to Man’s Fall

A. God’s Spirit shall not strive with man forever (v.3);

B. God was grieved in His heart (v.6);

C. Man and all living things lost their value of existence before God (v.7);

D. God would destroy the flesh and the earth together (v.13); 

He Who Had Obtained the Salvation of God 

A. Just ---- justification by faith (v.9; see Heb. 11:7);

B. Perfect ---- fear God in spirit (v.9; see Jos. 24:14);

C. Walk with God ---- keep the will of God (v.9);

Ways of Obtaining the Salvation of God  

A. God is the origin of salvation ---- “find grace before Jehovah” (v.8);

B. Man can be justified before God by faith only ---- “a just man” (v.9);

C. Fear in God ---- “perfect” (v.9);

D. “Walk with God” (v.9);

E. Have the word and revelation of God ---- “God said to Noah” (v.13);

F. Keep the word of God ---- “according to all that God commanded him, so he did” (v.22);

G. By Christ only ---- “make yourself an ark” (v.14);

H. Enter into Christ ---- “go into the ark” (v.18);

I. In Christ and die and be raised with Him ---- undergo the flood in the ark (v.17-20);

J. Eat and enjoy the spiritual food ---- “you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself” (v.21);

The Ark is a Type of Christ 

A. “Gopherwood” (v.14) ---- which typifies the firm and perfect humanity of Christ;

B. “Make rooms” (v.14) ---- which typifies that Christ is the rest of all kinds of people;

C. “Cover it inside and outside with pitch” (v.14) ---- which typifies that the precious blood of Christ has the effect of atonement; 

D. The size of the ark (v.15) ---- which typifies the perfect fullness of Christ; 

E. The “window” above the ark (v.16) ---- which typifies that Christ is the light of the world; 

F. “The door of the ark” (v.16) ---- which typifies that Christ is the way for man to God; 

G. The door “in its side” (v.16) ---- which typifies Christ is near; 

H. The “lower, second, and third decks” of the ark (v.16) ---- which typifies that man’s experiences of Christ are of different degrees; 

Genesis Chapter Seven
I. Content of the Chapter

Noah Went into the Ark Because of the Waters of the Flood
A. God commanded Noah to go into the ark (v.1-4);

B. The whole family of Noah brought the living things into the ark according to the commandment of God (v.5-9; 13-16);

C. The waters of the flood were on the earth (v.10-12);

D. And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days and destroyed all the breath of the spirit of life on the earth (v.17-24);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary
Gen. 7:1 “Then the Lord said to Noah, “Come into the ark, you and all your household, because I have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah saith to Noah, `Come in, thou and all thy house, unto the ark, for thee I have seen righteous before Me in this generation;”

Spiritual Meaning: the ark typifies Christ; “come into the ark”: in Christ;

  “You and all your household”, the whole family of Noah typify all those who have been saved by God throughout the past generations (see 1Pet. 3:20-21). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) God knows them that are of Him. 

  2) God had chosen and approved Noah and his household. Of God, we are in Christ Jesus (1Cor. 1:30).

  3) Only Noah was just before God, but the whole household went into the ark. The ark was not for an individual, but for the whole household. The salvation of God is not given by individuals, but by families (Acts 16:31).

  4) God could do nothing when the ark was not made (Gen. 19:22). The time of God is restricted by our conditions of preparation. When the wife has made herself ready, the time of the Lame is come (Rev. 19:7). 

Gen. 7:2 “You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female;” 

YLT: “of all the clean beasts thou dost take to thee seven pairs, a male and its female; and of the beasts which are not clean two, a male and its female;”

Meaning of Words: “clean”: clear, pure;
Literal Meaning: more “clean animals” might be preparation for offerings. 

Gen. 7:3 “also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth.” 

YLT: “also, of fowl of the heavens seven pairs, a male and a female, to keep alive seed on the face of all the earth;”

Gen. 7:4 “For after seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and I will destroy from the face of the earth all living things that I have made.”” 

YLT: “for after other seven days I am sending rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and have wiped away all the substance that I have made from off the face of the ground.'”

Literal Meaning: “after seven more days”, God gave chances of repentance to men again and again. However, man was unwilling to wake up after all (Luke 17:27; Pro. 29:1).  

Gen. 7:5 “And Noah did according to all that the Lord commanded him.” 

YLT: “And Noah doth according to all that Jehovah hath commanded him:”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) Noah’s keeping God’s commandment showed his faith in the word of God. If believers do not do the word of God they have heard, their faith is dead (James 2:20, 26). 

  2) Once we have got the word of God, we have to receive it into our hearts to be our personal faith and put it into practice. This is “faith and obedience”. 

Gen. 7:6 “Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters were on the earth.” 

YLT: “and Noah a son of six hundred years, and the deluge of waters hath been upon the earth.”

Literal Meaning: this verse is the fulfillment of the prophecy of the name, “Methuselah” (please read the “Literal Meaning” of Gen. 5:27). 

Gen. 7:7 “So Noah, with his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives, went into the ark because of the waters of the flood.” 

YLT: “And Noah goeth in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, unto the ark, from the presence of the waters of the deluge;”

Literal Meaning: when the whole household of Noah went into the ark, there were no waters of flood yet. Therefore, they believed the word of God and saw the waters of the flood in faith. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) We have access by faith into this favor in which we stand (Rom. 5:2).

  2) We believers walk by faith, not by sight (2Cor. 5:7).

  3) If the whole household of Noah did not go into the ark, they could not escape from the waters of the flood. Though God had prepared Christ to be salvation for man, man had still to use his freewill to receive Christ (go into the ark) so that he will have part in the salvation. Therefore, man has to cooperate with God. 

Gen. 7:8 “Of clean animals, of animals that are unclean, of birds, and of everything that creeps on the earth,” 

YLT: “of the clean beasts and of the beasts that not clean, and of the fowl, and of every thing that is creeping upon the ground,”

Gen. 7:9 “two by two they went into the ark to Noah, male and female, as God had commanded Noah.” 

YLT: “two by two they have come in unto Noah, unto the ark, a male and a female, as God hath commanded Noah.”

Literal Meaning: it was driven by God that all kinds of animals came to Noah voluntarily. Otherwise, Noah could not gather them one by one. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) God’s work is always a miracle. Not only the destruction of the earth by the waters of the flood but also all kinds of animals’ going into the ark, neither more nor less than, are miracles.   

  2) Let us believe in God that thus it shall be, as it has been said to me (Acts 27:25). 

Gen. 7:10 “And it came to pass after seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth.” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass, after the seventh of the days, that waters of the deluge have been on the earth.”

Literal Meaning: after Noah had entered into the ark, the waters of the flood did not come immediately. Therefore, those seven says were a period to Noah to wait for the fulfillment of God’s word, namely, a period for the trial of his faith. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) Our faith shall be perfect after trial (James 1:3-4).

  2) Yet just a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry (Heb. 10:37). 

Gen. 7:11 “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.” 

YLT: “In the six hundredth year of the life of Noah, in the second month, in the seventeenth day of the month, in this day have been broken up all fountains of the great deep, and the net-work of the heavens hath been opened,”

Literal Meaning: “on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up”, the water surged out or the seabed was raised up that the seawater poured out. 

“And the windows of heaven were opened”, the copious rain began to fall out of the heaven. 

The waters burst the bounds set by God and formed the great boundless waters of the flood. 

Spiritual Meaning: “on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up”, it symbolizes the attack from the hell. 

“And the windows of heaven were opened”, it symbolizes the wrath of God’s judgment. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) When the Lord Jesus was crucified on the cross, he was on one hand slain by the hand of lawless (Acts 2:23) and on the other hand bore the waves and billows of God (Ps. 42:7). 

  2) The sufferings that believers experience are caused by the sifter of Satan (Luke 22:31) as well as of the chastening of God the Father (Heb. 12:10). 

Gen. 7:12 “And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.” 

YLT: “and the shower is on the earth forty days and forty nights.”

Spiritual Meaning: “forty”, the number in the Bible typifies temptation, trial and suffering (Matt. 4:1-2; 1King 19:8; Deut. 19:18).

Gen. 7:13 “On the very same day Noah and Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark—” 

YLT: “In this self-same day went in Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, sons of Noah, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, unto the ark;”

Gen. 7:14 “they and every beast after its kind, all cattle after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort.” 

YLT: “they, and every living creature after its kind, and every beast after its kind, and every creeping thing that is creeping on the earth after its kind, and every fowl after its kind, every bird -- every wing.”

Literal Meaning: on that day, the whole household of Noah and all living things, after its kind, went into the ark with order and occupied their rooms respectively. The god order was due to the great power of God as well as the proper direction and decent arrangement of Noah, indicating the beauty of the cooperation between God and man. 

Gen. 7:15 “And they went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is the breath of life.” 

YLT: “And they come in unto Noah, unto the ark, two by two of all the flesh in which a living spirit;”

Literal Meaning: this verse proved again that God made all living things “come to” Noah voluntarily (see v.9). 

Gen. 7:16 “So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.” 

YLT: “and they that are coming in, male and female of all flesh, have come in as God hath commanded him, and Jehovah doth close for him.”

Literal Meaning: “and the Lord shut him in”, it contains two meanings: a) God looks after Noah; 2) the chances for the repentance of the world passed away (Matt. 25:10-13). 

  Note the precision of the wording of this verse: it is God that commanded Noah, and it is the Lord (“Jehovah”) that shut him in. This is because the name of “God” is related to God’s authority and the name of “the Lord” (“Jehovah”) is in relation to God’s care and attendance. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) Noah “entered” the ark and God “shut him in”. If man refused to enter in, God could not shut him in. The salvation of God waits for him who receives. 

  2) If man wants to obtain the salvation of God, he shall receive in time, or else it will be too late (2Cor. 6:2). 

  3) God shuts and no one shall open (Rev. 3:7), which shows the stableness and reliability of salvation (John 10:28-29).

  4) One who has been saved can neither linger in the world, nor love the Lord and the world together. 

Gen. 7:17 “Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth.” 

YLT: “And the deluge is forty days on the earth, and the waters multiply, and lift up the ark, and it is raised up from off the earth;”

Enlightenment in the Word: when the waters increased, the ark was lifted up too. The more troubles there are, the more comfort there will be. the Lord’s grace is always sufficient for us (2Cor. 12:9). 

Gen. 7:18 “The waters prevailed and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the surface of the waters.” 

YLT: “and the waters are mighty, and multiply exceedingly upon the earth; and the ark goeth on the face of the waters.”

Enlightenment in the Word: 

  1) The ark moved about on the surface of the waters. The dead waters could not swallow up Christ, for He should not be hold by the power of death (Acts 2:24).

  2) The risen power of Christ in us now enables us to overcome death. 

Gen. 7:19 “And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered.” 

YLT: “fifteen cubits upwards have the waters become mighty, and the mountains are covered;”

Literal Meaning: we have to know that the “whole earth” at that time was not the earth that we know at present (see Gen. 41:56-57). And we do not know whether the waters of the flood had covered the whole earth at that time. However, we are sure that the whole human beings at that time, except for the eight ones of Noah’s family, as well as the living flesh on the earth and in the sky were made extinct. 

Spiritual Meaning: “earth” symbolizes the world. 

  “All the high hills under the whole heaven” symbolize the king of the world and its angels. That the waters covered the earth and all the hills typified that the world was judged and the king of the world was cast out (John 12:31-33). 

Gen. 7:20 “The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.” 

YLT: “fifteen cubits upwards have the waters become mighty, and the mountains are covered;”

Gen. 7:21 “And all flesh died that moved on the earth: birds and cattle and beasts and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man.” 

YLT: “and expire doth all flesh that is moving on the earth, among fowl, and among cattle, and among beasts, and among all the teeming things which are teeming on the earth, and all mankind;”

Gen. 7:22 “All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit[a] of life, all that was on the dry land, died.” 

YLT: “all in whose nostrils breath of a living spirit -- of all that in the dry land -- have died.”

Gen. 7:23 “So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive.” 

YLT: “And wiped away is all the substance that is on the face of the ground, from man unto beast, unto creeping thing, and unto fowl of the heavens; yea, they are wiped away from the earth, and only Noah is left, and those who with him in the ark;”

Spiritual Meaning: all living things which were inhabited on the face of the ground typified those who slept and lived in the crooked and perverse nation as well as all things concerning sinners. Here, everything outside of Christ shall be under the judgment of God. Only the people and things in Christ (“the ark”) remained alive, even though they still went through the judgment. 
Gen. 7:24 “And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.” 

YLT: “and the waters are mighty on the earth a hundred and fifty days.”

Literal Meaning: “the waters prevailed”, it symbolized the stern degree and wide sphere of God’s judgment. 

“One hundred and fifty days”, it symbolized the thoroughness and carefulness of God’s judgment. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons
Be Saved by the Waters in Christ

A. Enter into Christ by faith (v.1-9);

B. Faith shall be tried (v.10);

C. Faith shall be in keeping with works (v.11-16);

D. Experience the waters of death in Christ (v.17-24);

How to Go into Christ by Faith?

A. Faith stems from the word and revelation of God (v.1-4);

B. Man shall trust and obey when he has got the word and revelation of God (v.5-9);

What is True Faith?

A. Faith must be tried (v.10);

B. Faith can bear the punishment (v.11-12);

C. Faith must produce works (v.13-16a);

D. Faith must be sealed and approved by God (v.16b);

Victory in Christ

A. Victory over death in Christ (v.17-18);

B. Victory over the world in Christ (v.19-20);

C. Victory over the flesh in Christ (v.23a);

D. Victory over sins in Christ (v.23b-24);

Genesis Chapter Eight
I. Content of the Chapter

The Process of the Waters’ Abating
  A. The waters subsided (v.1-5);

  B. Noah sent out a raven (v.6-7);

  C. Noah sent out a dove for the first time (v.8-9);

  D. Noah sent out a dove for the second time (v.10-11);

E. Noah sent out a dove for the third time (v.12);

Situations after Noah Went out of the Ark

  A. Stand upon a new ground (v.13-19);

  B. Build a new altar (v.20);

  C. Make a new covenant (v.21-22); 

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 8:1 “Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided.” 

YLT: “And God remembereth Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle which with him in the ark, and God causeth a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subside,”

Meaning of Words: “wind”: breath, spirit;
Literal Meaning: “God remembered Noah”, the whole family of Noah had been in the ark for one hundred and fifty days (Gen. 7:24). Apparently they were forgotten, but God did not forget them actually. Here it emphasized the faithfulness and loving-kindness of God. When God remembers a man, He often expresses it by “showing mercy” (Neh. 5:19; 13:31). 

  This verse indicated that the judgment passed away. God would rather show grace than execute judgment all the time. 

  “And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided”, it was just the same as that in chapter one ---- “and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters”. Therefore, here it contains the meaning of recreation. The second verse of chapter one mentioned the situation of recreation. And here chapter eight and nine described a new beginning on the earth. 

Spiritual Meaning: the eight souls of Noah’s family typify those who are saved (1Pet. 3:20). The ark typifies Christ (Gen. 6:14-15). And the waters of the flood typify the waters of baptism (1Pet. 3:21) as well as death and judgment (Rom. 6:3-4; Matt. 24:37-39; 2Pet. 2:4-5). 

  Noah went through the waters of the flood in the ark, which on one hand typified Christ bore sins for believers and received the judgment of God in place of us so as to deliver us from the eternal perdition, and on the other hand typify we believers are baptized unto the death of Christ and are buried with Him and have been planted together in the likeness of His death so as to be delivered from sin (Rom. 6:3-7). 

  This verse mentions God and the ark and the wind (the identical word to “spirit”), which stands for the perfect working of the holy Trinity ---- God cares for us and Christ died for us and the Spirit works in us so that we are enabled to experience such wonderful salvation. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) We are saved due to the loving attendance of God. The salvation of God can never fail. God never forgets those who believe Him. 

  2) If a believer has been long in sufferings and trials, they may think God does not care for him any ore. However, God always takes actions for those whom He cares for in due time. 

  3) Those who remember God must be remembered, no matter how lonely and painful they feel.

  4) If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: old things are passed away; Behold, all things have become new (2Cor. 5:17).                             

Gen. 8:2 “The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained.” 

YLT: “And God remembereth Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle which with him in the ark, and God causeth a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subside,”

Spiritual Meaning: “stopped” and “restrained”, it indicated that the judgment of God was passed. All those who have believed into the Lord Jesus have been forgiven (Acts 10:43). And all obstacles between God and us are eliminated so that God will please us (Col. 1:22).

Enlightenment in the Word: all the experiences and environments of believers are under the arrangement and government of God. 

Gen. 8:3 “And the waters receded continually from the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters decreased.” 

YLT: “And turn back do the waters from off the earth, going on and returning; and the waters are lacking at the end of a hundred and fifty days.”

Meaning of Words: “recede”: turn back, lay down;
Enlightenment in the Word: sufferings are not removed immediately. When believers are chastened by God, though it is painful, there will yield the fruit of peace afterwards (Heb. 12:11). 

Gen. 8:4 “Then the ark rested in the seventh month, the seventeenth day of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.” 

YLT: “And the ark resteth, in the seventh month, in the seventeenth day of the month, on mountains of Ararat;”

Meaning of Words: “rest”: settle down; “Ararat”: high land;
The Background: “the seventh month”, it was called “the month Abib” in the land of Canaan. When the Israelites went out of Egypt, it was changed as the first month (Ex. 12:2; 13:4). The fourteenth day of this month was the Passover (Ex. 12:6).

  “The mountains of Ararat”, it was located in the border area of Armenia and Turkey. The plural form of “mountains” showed that the ark did not rest on the highest peak. 

Spiritual Meaning: the Lord Jesus is the Lamb of the Passover (John 1:29, 36; Ex. 12:6), who was crucified for us on the cross and risen three days later (Matt. 27:63). Therefore, “the seventh month, the seventeenth day”, it typifies the day of the Lord’s resurrection. 

  “The ark rested on the mountains of Ararat”, it typifies the ascension of Christ after resurrection (1Pet. 3:21-22) and is seated in the heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) As the ark is, as are we who are in the ark. We believers have been raised up and made sit down together in the heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). 

  2) God never makes us toss for a long time, but lets us rest in the peaceful and stable place ---- in Christ. 

  3) The church in the world is like the ship in turbulent sea. However, the Lord’s presence will enable us to over the waves (Matt. 8:26) and be comforted (Acts 9:31). 

Gen. 8:5 “And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.” 

YLT: “and the waters have been going and becoming lacking till the tenth month; in the tenth, on the first of the month, appeared the heads of the mountains.”

Literal Meaning: the four words from verse two to five ---- “stopped”, “restrained”, “at the end of” and “were seen” ---- indicated that the judgment of God by the waters of the flood was passed away. To those who are saved, there will be a brand new situation. 

  “The tops of the mountains were seen”, it means that there is an assurance of the hope of salvation. 

Spiritual Meaning: “waters” typify death. 

  This verse indicates that the risen life of Christ cannot be held by death (Acts 2:24) but will swallow up death (1Cor. 15:54). The risen power of Christ surpasses all that puts all things under His feet (Eph. 1:20-22). 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) We who have believed the Lord Jesus are confident that the judgment is passed away. No matter how serious the sinful cases are, God will not condemn anymore!

  2) If we have been raised with the Christ, seek the things above and set not our mind on the things on the earth (3:1-2).  

Gen. 8:6 “So it came to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made.” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass, at the end of forty days, that Noah openeth the window of the ark which he made,”

Literal Meaning: “the window of the ark” (Gen. 6:16), it is on the above of the ark. Man in the ark can see the sky only, but not the situations around and beneath it. 

Spiritual Meaning: “forty days” typify the period of temptation (Matt. 4:1-2). God did not foretell Noah when the waters would stop, which was the best chance to try Noah’s faith and patience. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) It is the chance for believers to practice faith and patience in temptations and trials. 

  2) Let us pray continually and look upon God all the time so that we will not be fretful but wait in rest. 

Gen. 8:7 “Then he sent out a raven, which kept going to and fro until the waters had dried up from the earth.” 

YLT: “and he sendeth forth the raven, and it goeth out, going out and turning back till the drying of the waters from off the earth.”
Literal Meaning: it was guessed that the raven did not die because it ate the dead bodies floating on the waters. 

  “Kept going to and fro”, it suggested that the raven did not leave the ark far away, but probably stood upon the top of the ark instead of entering in. 

Spiritual Meaning: the raven is a kind of unclean bird (Lev. 11:13, 15), which symbolizes the evil nature of man in the old creation (Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:5-9). 

  The raven kept going to and fro upon the dead waters and was unwilling to return back to the ark. Spiritually, it means that those who are of the flesh never care about whether their living conditions are clean ---- they care for themselves instead of others, and look upon the present rather than the future.  

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) He who has no God in life has neither goal nor direction, but only “keeps going to and fro” busily and lives in a disorderly fashion every day. 

  2) Some Christians are just like the raven, following the mass public opinions or activities without rest. 

Gen. 8:8 “He also sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground.” 

YLT: “And he sendeth forth the dove from him to see whether the waters have been lightened from off the face of the ground,”

Spiritual Meaning: “dove”, it is a sign of the Spirit (Matt. 3:16);
    This verse implied that He was seeking the guidance of the Spirit and whether the living environment was fit for the saints. 

Gen. 8:9 “But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself.” 

YLT: “and the dove hath not found rest for the sole of her foot, and she turneth back unto him, unto the ark, for waters on the face of all the earth, and he putteth out his hand, and taketh her, and bringeth her in unto him, unto the ark.”

Literal Meaning: the dove is fond of a dry and clean environment and eats grains. Since there was nothing to eat outside, the dove could only return back to the ark.

Spiritual Meaning: the dove returned back to the ark because of finding nothing to eat, which implied that those who have been born again always take Christ as rest and blessing in a void situation. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) Believers will in no wise set their feet upon the dead waters ---- things that are under the judgment of God. 

  2) Since we believers are partakers of the divine nature (2Pet. 1:4), we have got the inner inclination and interest of seeking holiness in life. Therefore, let us not be friends of the world (James 4:4) so as not to be defiled with the earthly filthiness. 

  3) Let believers not imitate the raven to feed them with unclean things, but shall be like the dove to seek spiritual food. 

Gen. 8:10 “And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from the ark.” 

YLT: “And he stayeth yet other seven days, and addeth to send forth the dove from the ark;”

Literal Meaning: “another seven days”, except for verse twelve, it also appears in verse eight in some old scriptures. “Seven” stands for the number of perfection. Therefore, “wait another seven days” means that Noah fully waited for and looked upon the guidance of God. 

Gen. 8:11 “Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth.” 

YLT: “and the dove cometh in unto him at even-time, and lo, an olive leaf torn off in her mouth; and Noah knoweth that the waters have been lightened from off the earth.”

Literal Meaning: “a freshly plucked olive leaf”, the olive tree did not on high places. To Noah, the freshly leaf showed that water has receded from the earth many days so that the olive tree got enough time to put forth buds and leaves again. It is originated from the holy Bible of the popular sign of peace in the world, namely, a dove with an olive branch in mouth. 

Spiritual Meaning: olive typifies the Holy Spirit (Zech. 4:3-6). The freshly olive leaves typify the newness of the Spirit (Rom. 7:6). 

  Spiritually, this verse means living in the newness of the Spirit is a manifest token that life has swallowed up death (Rom. 8:6).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) God knows when to give us invisible evidence or when to give us visible evidence. 

  2) If we can trust in Him and His words utterly, we can often get many visible evidences. 

Gen. 8:12 “So he waited yet another seven days and sent out the dove, which did not return again to him anymore.” 

YLT: “And he stayeth yet other seven days, and sendeth forth the dove, and it added not to turn back unto him any more.”

Literal Meaning: that the dove went without returning again anymore showed the waters were dried up from the earth. 

Spiritual Meaning: the Spirit dwells in the clean and undefiled environment only. 

    This verse typifies that Christ may dwell in our hearts (Eph. 3:17) if believers put to death the members which are upon the earth by the Spirit (Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5).

Gen. 8:13 “And it came to pass in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, that the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and indeed the surface of the ground was dry.” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first , in the first of the month, the waters have been dried from off the earth; and Noah turneth aside the covering of the ark, and looketh, and lo, the face of the ground hath been dried.”
Literal Meaning: “in the first month, the first day of the month”, here it implied that human beings had a new beginning.

Note: though Noah saw the surface of the ground was dry, he did not take actions immediately. 

Enlightenment in the Word: sight is less than faith in God, for God knows the most proper time to go out. 

Gen. 8:14 “And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dried.” 

YLT: “And in the second month, in the seven and twentieth day of the month, the earth hath become dry.”

Literal Meaning: “in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month”, the waters of the flood began “in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month” (Gen. 7:11). So far, it had been one year and ten days. 

Spiritual Meaning: “in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month”, it is the multiple of ten plus seven, indicating that God had temporarily fulfilled the appointed judgment in His will. 

  In verse thirteen and fourteen, there are three times of mentioning “the ground was dry”, which shows that everything is brought back into line under the care of “the holy Trinity”. 
Gen. 8:15 “Then God spoke to Noah, saying,” 

YLT: “And God speaketh unto Noah, saying,”

Gen. 8:16 “"Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you.” 

YLT: “Go out from the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee;”

Literal Meaning: note that the whole family of Noah “went into the ark” because of the word of God (Gen. 7:1). Now it is still out of the word of God that “they could go out of the ark”. Noah had seen the surface of the ground was dry “in the first month, the first day of the month” (v.12), but he still waited in the ark for more than fifty days and refused to go out by himself.  

  It is “going out” instead of “coming out”, which suggests that God Himself had also entered into the ark and been with Noah all the time. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) Let believers in no wise walk by sight or by their own will but look upon and wait for the word of God. 

  2) The first testimony of believers’ living in the newness of life is living by every word which goes out through God’s mouth (Matt. 4:4). 

  3) Let believers obey the guidance of God and magnify the Lord in everything. 

  4) Only those who have entered into the ark can “go out” of the ark. Those who have not entered into the Lord cannot manifest the divine life. 

Gen. 8:17 “Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you: birds and cattle and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth."” 

YLT: “every living thing that with thee, of all flesh, among fowl, and among cattle, and among every creeping thing which is creeping on the earth, bring out with thee”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) If believers find favor before God, people and things around them will also be blessed by God. 

  2) The will of God is that the living things on the earth should “be fruitful and multiply” on the earth and manifest their living vitality. God does not like us “to have a name that we live and are dead” (Rev. 3:1). 

  3) Let Christians preach the gospel with diligence that the children of God will “be fruitful and multiply”. 

Gen. 8:18 “So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him.” 

YLT: “And Noah goeth out, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him;”

Literal Meaning: “so”, it shows that they keep the word of God. 
Spiritual Meaning: “went out”, the sins and transgressions and old man of one who is saved are buried in the dead water (undergo the waters of the flood in the ark) with Christ. When he goes out of the water, he is a new creation and walk in newness (Rom. 6:4).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) God speaks to us for the purpose of making us hear and obey. 

  2) Whoever hears the words of the Lord and does them, he is a prudent man. The foundation of his whole life is built upon the firm rock (Matt. 7:24-25).

  3) Whoever hears the words of the Lord and does not do them, he is a foolish man. No matter how many fulfillments he has got in his life, he can still not stand up to any test (Matt. 7:26-27).

Gen. 8:19 “Every animal, every creeping thing, every bird, and whatever creeps on the earth, according to their families, went out of the ark.” 

YLT: “every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl; every creeping thing on the earth, after their families, have gone out from the ark.”

Literal Meaning: “every...”: with rare exceptions; whatever was entrusted to Noah, he took care of them faithfully. 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) All that God has given to the Lord Jesus, He shall lose nothing (John 6:38; 18:9). 

  2) Let us be a faithful and prudent bondman whom his lord has set over his household to give them food in season (Matt. 24:45). 

Gen. 8:20 “Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.” 

YLT: “And Noah buildeth an altar to Jehovah, and taketh of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and causeth burnt-offerings to ascend on the altar;”

Literal Meaning: “built an altar to the LORD”, there are two great common mistakes of the common people: 1) be favored but not grateful (Luke 17:12-18); 2) pay more attention to the tool through which God grants His grace (e.g. The ark) but ignore the God who is the source of grace. Noah here built the altar to “give thanks” to God. 

  “Burnt offerings”: put the offerings on the alter and burn them all to God (Lev. 1:4);

Spiritual Meaning: alter typifies the cross of Christ. Burnt offerings typify that Christ died on the cross to satisfy the righteous requirements of God to bring about a reconciliation between God and men (Rom. 5:10; Eph. 2:16). 

  That Noah offered burnt offerings to God typified that he yielded himself to God as alive from among dead (Rom. 6:13; 12:1). Therefore, offering burnt offerings represents that we are gained by God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) Noah’s obedience by faith was in keeping with his worship by faith. Where he built the altar was exactly the place that had been just undergone the judgment. 

  2) Let not believers be drawn by the tool or customs or letter of God’s salvation to leave God Himself. No spiritual thing is able to replace the position of God. 

  3) Man can draw near to God by offerings. Let believers often offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God. 

  4) Man shall find favor of God in Christ only. 

  5) All believers that are saved are no longer their own (1Cor. 6:19). Therefore, we, now, live unto the Lord, not to ourselves (Rom. 14:7-8). 

Gen. 8:21 “And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD said in His heart, "I will never again curse the ground for man's sake, although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.” 

YLT: “and Jehovah smelleth the sweet fragrance, and Jehovah saith unto His heart, `I continue not to disesteem any more the ground because of man, though the imagination of the heart of man evil from his youth; and I continue not to smite any more all living, as I have done;”

Literal Meaning: “smelled a soothing aroma”, it is a kind of symbolic saying, which shows that God accepts the worship of His children to Him (Eph. 5:2; Phil. 4:18). 

  “I will never again curse the ground for man's sake”, God will no longer curse the earth (the living environment of man) according to the conditions of men. 

  “Although the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth”, it indicates that the fact “that sinners may commit sins” cannot be changed because of the inborn corrupted nature even though they are chastened again and again 

  “Nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done”, it shows that God will not deal with sins of men by the destructive flood (Gen. 9:11, 15). However, it does not mean there will not be regional flood anymore. 

Spiritual Meaning: “a soothing aroma” typifies that we will be the soothing aroma of Christ (2Cor. 2:14-15) when we devote ourselves to God because of the knowledge of Christ so that the heart of God will be satisfied.  
Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) God changes His mind because He has pleased with the soothing aroma of the offerings man has offered, not that He ignores man’s sins. 

  2) Man was brought forth in iniquity (Ps. 51:5; 58:3). No flesh shall be justified before God by good works (Rom. 3:9, 20).

  3) That we believers are accepted by God are utterly for the sake of Christ instead of our own goodness. 

Gen. 8:22 “"While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night Shall not cease."” 

YLT: “during all days of the earth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, do not cease.'”

Literal Meaning: this verse shows that the time and seasons appointed in God’s creation will be kept till the end of the world (Gen. 1:14).

  “While the earth remains”, it suggests that this earth will not remain one day and will be replaced by “the new earth” at that time (Heb. 1:11; 2Pet. 3:10, 13; Rev. 21:1). 

“Seedtime and harvest”: it refers to the sprouting and ripening of the seed, “cold and heat” refer to the climate, “winter and summer” relate to seasons, “day and night” refers to the time of days; all the above-mentioned elements are closely related to the survival of all living things. 

In other words, when the earth will not remain, all of these will be stopped. 

Spiritual Meaning: spiritually, this verse reveals that all things work together for good to those who love God (Rom. 8:28). 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) Since the world and all things thereof pass away, let us not set our mind on things on the earth (Phil. 3:19), but on things above (Col. 3:2). 

  2) God makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust (Matt. 5:45). However, God makes all things work together for good to those who love God (Rom. 8:28). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Experience the Death and Resurrection in Christ

  A. Die with Christ: 

1. Noah underwent the flood in the ark (chap. 7).

2. The waters of the flood decreased (v.1-3) ---- which showed the judgment was over. 

  B. Live with Christ:

1. The ark rested on the mountains of Ararat (v.4) ---- be raised up with Christ;

2. The tops of the mountains were seen (v.5) ---- ascend with Christ; 

Be a New Creation in Christ

  A. On one hand, we still have the evil nature of the old creation:

1. Raven (v.6-7) typifies the evil nature of the old creation;

2. The imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth (v.21) ---- man is still born with the sinful nature; 

  B. On the other hand, we are partakers of the holy nature of God:

1. The dove (v.8-12) symbolizes things concerning the Spirit ---- the new life born from the Spirit;

2. A freshly plucked olive lead was in the dove’s mouth (v.11) ---- have the newness of the Spirit;

3. The ground was dry (v.13-14) ---- live in the clean and undefiled environment; 

Live in the Newness of Life

  A. Live by the word of God only:

1. God spoke to Noah (v.15) ---- look upon and wait for the word of God always;

2. All went out of the ark (v.17-19) ---- keep the word of God; 

  B. Live unto God:

1. Built the alter and offer the burnt offerings (v.20) ---- offer oneself and live unto God through the works of Christ’s cross;

2. Give out the soothing aroma and be accepted by God (v.21);

3. The living environment is kept by God (v.22);

Genesis Chapter Nine
I. Content of the Chapter

After Noah Went out of the Ark

  A. God blessed Noah:

    1. The outline ---- be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth (v.1);

2. Govern all living things (v.2);

3. Allow man to eat living things except for the blood (v.3-4);

4. No man or beast shall hurt man’s life (v.5-6);

5. The conclusion ---- be fruitful and multiply and bring forth abundantly in the earth (v.7);

  B. God made a covenant with Noah and all living things:

1. The object of the covenant:

  a. Noah and his offspring (v.8-9);

  b. All living things out of the ark (v.10); 
2. The content of the covenant ---- never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth (v.11);

3. The sign of the covenant ---- the rainbow in the cloud (v.12-17); 

  C. The whole family of Noah after going out of the ark:

1. Three sons of Noah (v. 18-19);

2. Noah was drunk and became uncovered (v. 20-21);

3. The sons’ responses to Noah’s uncovered body (v. 22-23);

4. The curse and blessing after Noah awoke from his wine (v. 24-27);

5. The days of Noah (v. 28-29);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 9:1 “So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.” 

YLT: “And God blesseth Noah, and his sons, and saith to them, `Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth;”
Literal Meaning: here it shows that the will of God on man does not change (see Gen. 1:28).

  “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth”, God still pleases that man shall manifest His glory on the earth.  

“And fill the earth”, it is not being inhabited in some places, but the whole earth. The will of God is that all the people shall be scattered over the world (see chap. 11 men disobeyed this will deliberately). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Only God is the One who blesses. He had granted us all spiritual blessings in the heaven in Christ (Eph. 1:3). 

  2) The appointed will of God before the foundation of the world is to manifest the fullness of Him who fills all in all through the church (Eph. 1:23). 

Gen. 9:2 “And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand.” 

YLT: “and your fear and your dread is on every beast of the earth, and on every fowl of the heavens, on all that creepeth on the ground, and on all fishes of the sea -- into your hand they have been given.”
Literal Meaning: “the fear of … and the dread of …”, after the waters of the flood, the animals did not live with men in harmony as that in the garden of Jehovah (Gen. 2). And the harmonious condition will not be recovered until the second coming of Christ (Is. 11:6-9). 

  “They are given into your hand”, God still entrusts the crucial mission of governing the whole earth into men and lets men be delegated authorities of God on the earth. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Before the fall of man, everything was governed by “love”. After the fall of man, man had to govern and subdue all things by “fear” in a harsh way.  

  2) God makes all the animals “fear” men for the sake of the mission of governing the whole earth entrusted to men. The domestic animals are ruled by men because of the fear of them. And the wild beasts try to escape the traces of human presence because of fear of men. 

Gen. 9:3 “Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs.” 

YLT: “Every creeping thing that is alive, to you it is for food; as the green herb I have given to you the whole;”
Literal Meaning: God allowed men to eat the animals henceforth (Gen. 1:29; Deut. 12:15; 1Tim. 4:3-4). 

Spiritual Meaning: the animals had to shed blood before being eaten as food, which typified that man shall live before God by the atoning blood (Heb. 9:22). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is the doctrine of demons of abstaining from meats. No creature of God is to be rejected (1Tim. 4:1-4). 

  2) Eating meat is not only a right but also an enjoyment of man (Num. 11:18). However, let believers not lead a kind of atheistic life because of pleasures in the flesh. 

  3) Let believers be free on the matter of whether there is meat to eat or not. For the sake of meat do not destroy the work of God (Rom. 14:20-21). 

Gen. 9:4 “But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.” 

YLT: “only flesh in its life -- its blood -- ye do not eat.”
Literal Meaning: the soul of the flesh is in the blood (Lev. 17:11).

  “Shall not eat … that is, its blood”, God does not allow men to eat blood, which means men have to cherish and honor life. 

Spiritual Meaning: blood refers to giving life. God does not allow men to eat flesh with blood, including two meanings:

  1) To manifest the truth of atonement ---- man can only receive the precious blood of the Lord Jesus (John 6:55-56). No other blood, e.g. the blood of goats or bulls, can take away man’s sins (Heb. 10:4). 

  2) The soul of the flesh is in the blood, which typifies that we can enjoy the divine life by drinking the blood of the Lord Jesus (John 6:53). No other life is the object we seek after. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Though all living things are delivered to men’s hands (see v.2), men have to submit to the hand of God and obey all the laws set by the Creator instead of acting presumptuously. 

  2) Believers in the New Testament shall still abstain from blood and from things strangled (Acts 15:20, 29). Let believers see this commandment in a spiritual sight. 

Gen. 9:5 “Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of man.” 

YLT: “`And only your blood for your lives do I require; from the hand of every living thing I require it, and from the hand of man, from the hand of every man's brother I require the life of man;”
Literal Meaning: here on one hand, it shows that God cherishes man’s life and on the other hand, only God has the authority of life and He will visit the iniquity of the killer. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God Himself is the greatest keeper of human life (see Gen. 4:9-12).

  2) The life of every man is precious in the sight of God. Therefore, we are not allowed to killer others (Ex. 20:13) nor kill ourselves. 

  3) The people of the heavenly kingdom cannot kill nor hate others (Matt. 5:21-22). 

  4) The authority of life is in the hand of God. Therefore, he who fears God must honor life. 

Gen. 9:6 ““Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image of God, He made man.” 

YLT: “whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man is his blood shed: for in the image of God hath He made man.”
Literal Meaning: the honor of man’s life is again emphasized. God does not allow man to kill others presumptuously. 

  “By man his blood shall be shed”, many Bible expositors, in the light of this verse, think God allows the “death penalty” upon him who sheds man’s blood. 

  “For in the image of God, He made man”, “image” emphasizes the inner disposition. This verse shows that the original purpose of God’s making man is not changed and He will still manifest His glory through man. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Shedding man’s blood is severe disrespect to God. He who sheds man’s blood harms God Himself ---- hurt the disposition of God. 

  2) Since God has given His glory upon man, let us respect the dignity of each man. 

  3) Man was made in the image of God, and therefore there is the constitutional goodness in man’s disposition. 

  4) Since we believers are partakers of God’s disposition (2Pet. 1:4), let us walk according to the divine nature.

Gen. 9:7 “And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply in it.”” 

YLT: “And ye, be fruitful and multiply, teem in the earth, and multiply in it.'”
Literal Meaning: “bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply in it”, here it relates to both “quantity” and “quality”. And “fill the earth” in verse one refers to “quantity” only. 
Enlightenment in the Word: believers shall attach importance to the cultivation of the character and spirituality of their children in the flesh or in spirit 

Gen. 9:8 “Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying:” 

YLT: “And God speaketh unto Noah, and unto his sons with him, saying,”
Gen. 9:9 ““And as for Me, behold, I establish My covenant with you and with your descendants after you,” 

YLT: “`And I, lo, I am establishing My covenant with you, and with your seed after you,”
Literal Meaning: “covenant”, it is a kind of relationship with mutual consent, which is of constraining force and requires the fulfillment of obligations. In fact, man is unable to keep the covenant, so the covenant made by God is a divine gift to man. He is willing to humble Himself and put Him on a constraining position. 

    “You and your descendants” refer to the whole human beings from generations to generations. 

Gen. 9:10 “and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, of all that go out of the ark, every beast of the earth.” 

YLT: “and with every living creature which with you, among fowl, among cattle, and among every beast of the earth with you, from all who are going out of the ark -- to every beast of the earth.”
Literal Meaning: this verse has further included all living things in the objects of the covenant. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) All the living things on the earth live for man. They suffer the destruction of the flood for the sake of man. And they enjoy the blessing of the covenant also for the sake of man. 

  2) The creature has been made subject to vanity, and the creature itself also shall be set free from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of God (Rom. 8:19-22). 

Gen. 9:11 “Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”” 

YLT: “And I have established My covenant with you, and all flesh is not any more cut off by waters of a deluge, and there is not any more a deluge to destroy the earth.'”
Literal Meaning: henceforth, the flood appeared in some regional places instead of the whole earth. 

  This verse tells us that God will never destroy the earth by the waters of the flood, not that He will never destroy the earth again. In future, God will burn the earth and the works in it with heat (2Pet. 3:10). 

Spiritual Meaning: “flood” symbolizes the judgment of God. The eternal covenant God has made with us and all things speaks of the following spiritual meanings:

  1) God has the riches of goodness and forbearance and long-suffering, and the goodness of God leads man to repentance (Rom. 2:4).

  2) God had passed over the sins that were previously committed in His forbearance to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:25-26).

  3) God endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory (Rom. 9:22-23), namely, we believers in the coming ages. 

  4) Though man is corrupted in the flesh, God still has His way. He will work on man and make man His workmanship (Eph. 2:10 the original) to fulfill God’s original will and purpose when he made man. 

  5) Though men’s condition is up and down, we still need not to live under the shadow of the fear of death, but live with full living hope. 

  6) If we are unfaithful, He abides faithful, for He cannot deny Himself (2Tim. 2:13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The flood only declares God’s judgment upon sins, and has not resolved the problem of man’s life. After we have believed the Lord and been baptized, though we are remitted, we still have the sin. 

  2) The whole creation groans and travails in pain and is in hope that it also shall be set free from the bondage of corruption into the liberty (Rom. 8:18-22). 

Gen. 9:12 “And God said: “This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:” 

YLT: “And God saith, `This is a token of the covenant which I am giving between Me and you, and every living creature that with you, to generations age-during;”
Literal Meaning: “perpetual generations”, here it emphasizes the permanence of this covenant, which will be free from any abolishment or transformation in any case. 

    “Sign”, it is for the purpose of reminding both sides about the changelessness of the covenant. 

Gen. 9:13 “I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.” 

YLT: “My bow I have given in the cloud, and it hath been for a token of a covenant between Me and the earth;”
Literal Meaning: here it does not mean it was a phenomenon after the flood that the rainbow appeared in the cloud, but that God took the rainbow as the sign of the covenant henceforward. There is sunlight after a rain, and a rainbow in the cloud. 

Spiritual Meaning: “rainbow” symbolizes the faithfulness of God (Rev. 4:2; Ps. 89:2). The rainbow is the reflection of sunlight, so the faithfulness of God is on the ground of His righteousness (Mal. 4:2). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If we are unfaithful, He abides faithful, for He cannot deny Himself (2Tim. 2:13).

  2) The faithfulness of God is as steadfast as the rainbow in the heaven, which cannot be touched by anyone or anything, so it is unalterable. 

  3) The faithfulness of God is the surety of the covenant He has made, which guarantees that He will never deny the word He had spoken when He made the covenant with man (Ps. 89:33-34; Deut. 7:9). 

  4) The rainbow looks like a bow unto the heaven instead of the earth. God made the covenant with us for the purpose of comforting us, not frightening us. 

Gen. 9:14 “It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud;” 

YLT: “and it hath come to pass (in My sending a cloud over the earth) that the bow hath been seen in the cloud,”
Literal Meaning: here it does not mean there “must be a rainbow” in every cloud, but God “will” remember His covenant when the “rainbow” appears. 

Spiritual Meaning: “a cloud over the earth”, when it is cloudy and dark, it symbolizes the judgment is upon the earth (Matt. 27:45-46). 

  “Cloud” may also stand for various sufferings and distress and sorrows. And “rainbow” symbolizes peace and joy and harmony. Therefore, here it reveals that if God allows us to meet troubles, He intends to profit us and makes us peaceful and joyful in troubles (John 16:20-22, 33). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The rainbow to us is a kind of comfort and surety, showing that God will never remain us in darkness and leave us in the lurch. 

  2) The rainbow on the other hand is a kind of warning. Let us not treasure up to ourselves wrath according to our harness and impenitent heart in day of wrath and revelation of righteous judgment of God (Rom. 2:5). 

Gen. 9:15 “and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.” 

YLT: “and I have remembered My covenant which is between Me and you, and every living creature among all flesh, and the waters become no more a deluge to destroy all flesh;”
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) What God remembers is the covenant He had made rather than our trespasses. 

  2) Whenever God remembers someone or something, there will be grace (Gen. 8:1). How abundant and rich His grace is!

Gen. 9:16 “The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”” 

YLT: “and the bow hath been in the cloud, and I have seen it -- to remember the covenant age-during between God and every living creature among all flesh which on the earth.'”
Literal Meaning: “I will look on it”, the sign of rainbow is mainly set for God. He humbles Himself and is willing to be constrained by the “covenant”. In fact, when it is cloudy and dark on the earth, men cannot see the rainbow, but God sees it in the heavens. Thus, he is constrained and will not destroy all living things (v.15). 
Gen. 9:17 “And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”” 

YLT: “And God saith unto Noah, `This a token of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that upon the earth.'”
Gen. 9:18 “Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And Ham was the father of Canaan.” 

YLT: “And the sons of Noah who are going out of the ark are Shem, and Ham, and Japheth; and Ham is father of Canaan.”
Meaning of Words: “Shem”: name, reputation; “Ham”: hot, black; “Japheth”: enlargement, goodness; “Cannaan”: low, base, businessman, the purple land; 
Literal Meaning: at that time, all the people on the earth, except for the whole household of Noah, were covered by the waters of the flood. Therefore, the sons of Noah stood for the beginning of a new race. 

Gen. 9:19 “ These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated.” 

YLT: “These three sons of Noah, and from these hath all the earth been overspread.”
Literal Meaning: “and from these the whole earth was populated”, here it shows that the inhabitants all over the world now are descendants of Noah’s family: most of the Asians are the descendants of Shem, and most of the Africans are the descendants of Ham, and most of the Europeans are the descendants of Japheth. 

Gen. 9:20 “And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard.” 

YLT: “And Noah remaineth a man of the ground, and planteth a vineyard,”
Literal Meaning: God allows man to eat and drink for enjoyment in life, so it was not wrong for Noah began to plant a vineyard (see Gen. 3:23; Song. 8:11; Matt. 20:1). 

Gen. 9:21 “Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent.” 

YLT: “and drinketh of the wine, and is drunken, and uncovereth himself in the midst of the tent.”
Literal Meaning: Noah was wrong in drunkenness so that he lose self-control. 

  “Became uncovered”, it means humiliation (Gen. 3:7, 10; Lev. 18:6-18). Noah became uncovered, which indicated that he exposed his shame before men. 

  “Uncovered in his tent”, it showed that his failure was in secret, but in public. 

  Here we can see that the blood did not remove the sinful nature of Noah and his life was still of the old Adam. Though we Christian have received the divine life in our spirits, the old life is in our souls. Therefore, it is still possible for us to do things that God does not please.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Be not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation (Eph. 5:18).
  2) When the first time the Bible mentions wine, it relates to drunkenness. The best way of avoiding drunkenness is to be free from wine.

  3) Noah was uncovered “in his tent” not in public and he made the mistake. Therefore, no matter in secret or in public, let us learn to be temperate. 

  4) Believers tend to take heed of their conversations outside of home, but are relaxed and unstrained at home. 

  5) Though Noah was “perfect” (Gen. 6:9), in fact, he still had imperfections. Therefore, let us not imitate the spiritual giants above the Scriptures (1Cor. 4:6).

  6) Even though man is victorious in great events, if careless, he may suffer loss in small matters. 

  7) Noah is the head of the new race and the delegated authority of God on the earth. He who is entrusted to rule all things on behalf of God cannot even rule himself. 

  8) Once the elders expose themselves before others, they have humiliated God and lost the testimony of God. 

Gen. 9:22 “And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside.” 

YLT: “And Ham, father of Canaan, seeth the nakedness of his father, and declareth to his two brethren without.”
Literal Meaning: “Ham, the father of Canaan”, when Ham who had been a father saw his father’s mistake, he was supposed to care for the father’s status and honor. However, he even exposed the fault and shame of the elder. 

  According to the tradition of the Jews, it was Canaan that saw the grandfather’s nakedness and he told his father, Ham. And then Ham told his brothers, so Noah cursed Canaan (see v.25).

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) He who has made mistakes likes to see the fault of others and propagate it and yet cover his own fault.

  2) If a man is taken in some fault, let us try to cover him to restore him (Gal. 6:1).

  3) If one puts the shame upon others, he himself will also be humiliated. 

Gen. 9:23 “But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness.” 

YLT: “And Shem taketh -- Japheth also -- the garment, and they place on the shoulder of them both, and go backward, and cover the nakedness of their father; and their faces backward, and their father's nakedness they have not seen.”
Literal Meaning: this is covering the faults of others and avoiding further shame of them. However, are we completely not allowed to expose or reprove of the faults of others? There are also some balanced teachings and examples in the Bible. Whoever disobeys the truth or commits sins on purpose, they shall be reproved and corrected to their face (Pro. 27:5; Gal. 2:14; Eph. 5:11-13; 1Tim. 5:20; Titus 3:10-11; John see v.10).
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Let believers avoid seeing or touching the failures of the private life of others. Regarding something that does not becomes saints, let is not be even named (Eph. 5:3).

  2) Before all things having fervent love among yourselves, because love covers a multitude of sins (1Pet. 4:8). 

Gen. 9:24 “So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him.” 

YLT: “And Noah awaketh from his wine, and knoweth that which his young son hath done to him,”
Literal Meaning: “his younger son”, it covers many meanings. Sometimes, it means grandson or offspring (see the commentary of verse 22). 
Gen. 9:25 “Then he said: “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants, he shall be to his brethren.”” 

YLT: “and saith: `Cursed Canaan, Servant of servants he is to his brethren.'”
Literal Meaning: “a servant of servants” refers to the humblest servant. In the Bible, if a man is blessed or cursed, it often involves the whole descendants and country of that man. 
  In light of the Scriptures, it seems to be unreasonable that the fault of “Ham” was borne by “Canaan”. However, since all the curses and blessings of Noah afterwards were fulfilled, the sensible explanation was supposed to be that Noah prophesied unconsciously in the inspiration of the Spirit. 
    On the other hand, since Canaan was cursed, Ham as his father was certain to be sorrowful. Therefore curse on Canaan equaled to that on Ham. Ham failed to consider “his father feeling”, so he had to went through “the paternal feeling” by the curse of his son.  
Gen. 9:26 “And he said: “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant.” 

YLT: “And he saith: `Blessed of Jehovah my God Shem, And Canaan is servant to him.”
Literal Meaning: God then selected Abraham, the offspring of Shem, so He was called “the God of Shem”. Here, blessed be the God of Shem instead of Shem himself, for God is the source of blessing. 

  “And may Canaan be his servant”, here it prophesized that the Canaanites became then the slaves of the Israelites (Jos. 16:10; 1King 9:20-21). 
Gen. 9:27 “May God enlarge Japheth, and may he dwell in the tents of Shem; and may Canaan be his servant.” 

YLT: “God doth give beauty to Japheth, And he dwelleth in tents of Shem, And Canaan is servant to him.'”
Literal Meaning: “may God enlarge Japheth”, it means making him more land. 

  “And may he dwell in the tents of Shem”, it means that he is the partaker of the blessings of Shem. 

  The majority of Japheth’s descendants occupy Europe, and the majority of Shem’s descendants occupy Asia, and the majority of Ham’s descendants occupy Africa. During a period of days in history, the Europeans colonized the Asian and African areas and occupied the land of Palestine to enslave the offspring of Canaan. 
Spiritual Meaning: the church was out of the Jews who were the offspring of Shem, and yet was first widely accepted by the offspring of Japheth, the Europeans. Therefore, “may he dwell in the tents of Shem”, it typifies that the Jews and the Gentiles are become one in Christ Jesus, namely, the church (Eph. 2:11-18). 
Enlightenment in the Word: 
  1) The blessings and curses of Noah were afterwards both fulfilled, indicating that God pleases man to respect elders rather than humiliate them. 
  2) Respect for elders is also an expression of fear of God. 
Gen. 9:28 “And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.” 

YLT: “And Noah liveth after the deluge three hundred and fifty years;”
Gen. 9:29 “So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years; and he died.” 

YLT: “and all the days of Noah are nine hundred and fifty years, and he dieth.”
Literal Meaning: the drunkenness of Noah might happen not long after the waters of the flood, and so Noah lived probably at least three hundred years thereafter. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Bases of the Covenant God Made with Noah

  A. Which is not based on human conditions (8:21): 

1. Never again curse the ground for man's sake;

2. The imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth;

  B. Which is based on the blessings of God:

1. God blesses Noah (v.1);

2. Be fruitful and multiply (v.1, 7); 
  C. Which is based on the will of God:

1. All living things are given into man’s hand (v.2);

2. Man was made after the image of God (v.6); 

Contents of the Covenant God Made with Noah

A. Concerning the necessary living environment of man:

1. Never again there shall be a flood to destroy the earth (v.11);

    2. While the earth remains, day and night shall not cease (8:22); 

  B. Concerning the living things that are closely related to man’s life:

1. All living things have the fear and dread of man (v.2);

2. All living things are given to man’s hands (v.2);

3. All living things can be food for man except for the flesh with its life (v.3-4);

4. No living thing can let man shed blood (v.5); 
  C. Concerning man himself:

1. Let man be fruitful and multiply and bring forth abundantly in the earth (v.1, 7);

2. Let man respect life and keep life (v.5-6);

Characteristics of the Covenant God Made with Noah

A. The covenant is all-inclusive ---- “all living things” are involved (v.10);

B. The covenant is eternal ---- “an eternal covenant” (v.12, 16);

C. The covenant gives grace unilaterally ---- without requirements;

D. The covenant is with a sign ---- “rainbow” (v.12-17);

E. The covenant is remembered by God (v.15-16);
Failures of Noah

  A. Noah was the father of the new race (v.18-19) ---- the delegated authority of God; 

  B. Noah lost the divine testimony in life (v.20-21) ---- the failure of the delegated authority;

  C. The positive and negative reactions of Noah’s sons (v.22-23) ---- the necessary attitudes for believers toward the failures of others;

D. The curses and blessings of Noah (v.24-27) ---- God did not draw back what He has entrusted because of man’s failure;

Genesis Chapter Ten
I. Content of the Chapter

The Descendants of Noah and Origin of the Nations

A. The sons of Noah (v.1);

B. The descendants of Japheth (v.2-5);

C. The descendants of Ham;

1. The descendants of Ham (v.6);

2. The descendants of Cush (v.7-12);

3. The descendants of Mizraim (v.13-14);

4. The descendants of Canaan (v.15-19);

5. The closing words of Ham’s descendants (v.20);

D. The descendants of Shem (v.21-31);

E. The closing words of Noah’s descendants (v.32);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 10:1 “Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to them after the flood.” 

YLT: “And these births of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and born to them are sons after the deluge.”

Meaning of Words: “Noah”: rest comfort; “Shem”: name, reputation; “Ham”: darkness, hot; “Japheth”: enlargement, sound; 
Literal Meaning: this chapter is written to prove that all human beings are of the same ancestor, the descendants of the three sons of Noah. Most of the names in this chapter are names of individuals. And there are also names of nations and families and cities. Probably, they were named after the names of the initiators. 

    Moreover, some Bible scholars think when the Bible records “the sons of someone are…”, it emphasizes “the man himself”, and that when the Bible records “someone begot another one”, it emphasizes “the son”. E.g., “the sons of Ham were Cush”, it emphasizes “Ham” (v.6); and “Cush begot Nimrod”, it emphasizes “Nimrod”. 

Gen. 10:2 “The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.” 

YLT: “`Sons of Japheth Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.”

Meaning of Words: “Gomer”: perfect, hot; “Magog”: a barbarous northern region, place of Gog; “Madai”: central, my garment; “Javan”: dust, effervesce, young; “Tubal”: posterity, propagation, preach; “Meshech”: be plucked, sowing, high; “Tiras”: desire, longing; 
Literal Meaning: “Gomer”: the ancestor of the Northern Europeans;

“Magog”: the ancestor of Tatars in the northern part of the Black Sea;

“ Madai”: the ancestor of the Persians;

“ Javan”: the ancestor of the Southern Europeans;

“Tubal, Meshech”: the ancestor of the Russians in the southern part of the Black Sea;

“Tiras”: the ancestor of the Turks;

Gen. 10:3 “The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.” 

YLT: “And sons of Gomer Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah.”

Meaning of Words: “Ashkenaz”: Germans; “Riphath”: what is said; “Togarmah”: fortress;
Gen. 10:4 “The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.” 

YLT: “And sons of Javan Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim.”

Meaning of Words: “Elishah”: a firm covenant; “Tarshish”: strong, hard, stony; “ Kittim”: execration, mashed, he who boxes; “Dodanim”: leader; 
Literal Meaning: “Elishah”: the ancestor of the Italians; 

“Tarshish”: the ancestor of the Spaniards; 

“ Kittim”: the ancestor of the Cypriots; 

“Dodanim”: the ancestor of the Greeks;

Gen. 10:5 “From these the coastland peoples of the Gentiles were separated into their lands, everyone according to his language, according to their families, into their nations.” 

YLT: “By these have the isles of the nations been parted in their lands, each by his tongue, by their families, in their nations.”

Literal Meaning: it is the will of God that men shall be scattered in the lands (see Gen. 9:1, 7). And the principles of the dispersion involve three aspects of regions and races and languages. However, after the dispersion, regionalism and racism and divergence of languages were brought forth among all the people. And such discrimination turns out to be the main reason for men’s failure of living in concord with others. 

  “Coastland”, the word is not seen among the descendants of Ham (v.20) and Shem (v.31), which shows that the descendants of Japheth at that time were scattered in the coastal land along the Mediterranean Sea and all the islands. Moreover, the Bible often uses the word “coastland” to describe the place far away from Palestine (e.g. Jer. 25:22) or the whole land of the Gentiles in the general (e.g. Is. 42:4).  

Gen. 10:6 “The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.” 

YLT: “And sons of Ham Cush, and Mitzraim, and Phut, and Canaan.”

Meaning of Words: “Cush”: black, terror; “Mizraim”: two Egypts; “Put”: sorrowful; “Canaan”: the low land, the purple land, base, and businessman; 
Literal Meaning: “Cush”: the ancestor of the Ethiopians; 
“Mizraim”: the ancestor of Egyptians; 
“Put”: the ancestor of the Libyans; 
“Canaan”: the ancestor of the Canaanites; 

Gen. 10:7 “The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabtechah; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.” 

YLT: “And sons of Cush Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtechah; and sons of Raamah Sheba and Dedan.”

Meaning of Words: “Seba”: drunkard; “Havilah”: circular, twist, bring forth, sorrow; “Sabtah”: attack; “Raamah”: trembling; “Sabtechah”: assault; “Sheba”: drunkard; “Dedan”: the low land, shallow; 
Gen. 10:8 “Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth.” 

YLT: “And Cush hath begotten Nimrod; he hath begun to be a hero in the land;”

Meaning of Words: “Nimrod”: rebellious, strong, powerful; 
Literal Meaning: “he began to be a mighty one on the earth”, it indicated that he had a strong stature and was mightier than others. Nimrod was the descendant the Ham (v.6), the father of Canaan who was cursed (see Gen. 9:25-27). Some descendants of Ham later became the enemies of the elect of God, the Israelites. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Nimrod” means rebellion, standing for the leaders that rebel against God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Satan often uses those who are forsaken by God to be leaders of rebellion against God. 

  2) The world adores heroes since the ancient time. And even many Christians like to hold high the talented leaders. 

  3) Indeed believers have to respect the spiritual leaders, but shall not be above what is written in the Scriptures, lest we should lose the balance (1Cor. 4:6) and cause difficulties in the oneness of the church. 

  4) Let us not know one according to flesh, but pay attention to his character and spiritual life. 

Gen. 10:9 “He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD."” 

YLT: “he hath been a hero in hunting before Jehovah; therefore it is said, `As Nimrod the hero hunting before Jehovah.'”

Meaning of Words: “mighty”: powerful, strong; 
Literal Meaning: “a might hunter”: it showed that his character was strong and aggressive. 

  “He was a mighty hunter before the LORD”, he was addicted to killing life (including people) in a supercilious manner before God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God does not look for “a mighty hunter”, but man who fears God and seeks God and walks with God. 

  2) All who take the sword will perish by the sword (Matt. 26:52). He who overcomes by violence will finally be subdued by violence. 

Gen. 10:10 “And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.” 

YLT: “And the first part of his kingdom is Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar;”

Meaning of Words: “Babel”: confusion, the big door of, the big door of gods; “Erech”: health, length; “Accad”: stronghold, fortress; “Calneh”: dwelling place with guard; “Shinar”: land of the roaring loin, two rivers; 
Literal Meaning: “the beginning of his kingdom”, according to chapter eleven of Genesis, all the people lived in the land of Shinar to build the city of Babel and the towel of Babel (see Gen. 11:1-4) before the dispersion of all the people all over the world. It could be inferred that Nimrod ought to be the man that made himself a king and established a kingdom. 

  “Babel”: the original name of Babylon;

  “The land of Shinar”: the plain of Babylon;

Spiritual Meaning: the people of God had ever been captivated to Babylon (see Matt. 1:22), so it stands for the comprehensive expression of the evil building of Satan ---- the world of religion (see Rev. chap 17, 18), which is an evil system resisting against the plan of God forced by Satan behind. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) When God has His plan on the earth to testify Himself by His people, Satan also gets ready to rebel against the works of God by manipulating someone or something. 

  2) Let believers seek the “kingdom” of God and the righteousness of God (Matt. 6:10, 33) instead of building our own sphere of influence. 

Gen. 10:11 “From that land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah,” 

YLT: “from that land he hath gone out to Asshur, and buildeth Nineveh, even the broad places of the city, and Calah,”

Meaning of Words: “Assyria”: plain, successful, procedure; “Nineveh”: residence of goddess, offspring of coziness; “Rehoboth Ir”: wide land, enlargement; “Calah”: maturity, old age; 
Literal Meaning: ‘from that land he went to Assyria”, he extended his land to Assyria; 

“Nineveh”: a big city in ancient times (Jonah 3:3);

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) There is no limit to man’s ambition ---- even though he has got some land, he covets for more. Even though he has some wealth, he seeks more. 

  2) Let believers be satisfied with present circumstances (Heb. 13:5). Piety with contentment is great gain (1Tim. 6:6).

Gen. 10:12 “and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that is the principal city).” 

YLT: “and Resen, between Nineveh and Calah; it the great city.”

Meaning of Words: “Resen”: curb, halter, jaw; 
Literal Meaning: someone believed the great city of Nineveh afterwards was the combination of the previous four cities of Nineveh and Rehoboth Ir and Calah and Resen.

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Man’s building always takes the view to “scale”. For instance: the more number of believers a church has got, the greater and more prosperous she will be. The more magnificent the building of the church is, the more successful she will be. 

  2) Let us take heed of the building of the church, for all human buildings will be burnt up by fire one day (1Cor. 3:10-15). May the Lord make our buildings abide. 

Gen. 10:13 “Mizraim begot Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim,” 

YLT: “And Mitzraim hath begotten the Ludim, and the Anamim, and the Lehabim, and the Naphtuhim,”

Meaning of Words: “Ludim”: fight, struggle, grief, he who incites others; “Anamim”: stoneman, the disaster of the flood; “Lehabim”: fire; “Naphtuhim”: open; 
Gen. 10:14 “Pathrusim, and Casluhim (from whom came the Philistines and Caphtorim).” 

YLT: “and the Pathrusim, and the Casluhim, (whence have come out Philistim,) and the Caphtorim.”

Meaning of Words: “Pathrusim”: the southern part, wet food; “Casluhim”: guard, he who is forgiven; “Caphtorim”: strings of beads; “Philistines”: rolling, migratory, alien land; 
Literal Meaning: “Philistines”, this verse mentions the Philistines purposefully for they became the opponents of Abraham and his descendants (Gen. chap. 20; 26:8, 18). 

Gen. 10:15 “Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn, and Heth;” 

YLT: “And Canaan hath begotten Sidon his first-born, and Heth,”

Meaning of Words: “Sidon”: catch fish; “Heth”: terror; 
Gen. 10:16 “the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite;” 

YLT: “and the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite,”

Meaning of Words: “Jebusite”: be trembled; “Amorite”: mountaineer, he who is fond of speaking, publicity; “Girgashite”: a stranger draws near; 
Literal Meaning: “the Jebusite”, when the Israelites subdued the land of Canaan, the original inhabitants of Jerusalem were the Jebusites (Judge 19:10-11; Chr. 11:4).

  “The Amorite”, they dwelt in the mountain land and became the enemies of the Israelites afterwards (Jos. 10:6-11; Judges 1:34-36). 

Gen. 10:17 “the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite;” 

YLT: “and the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,”

Meaning of Words: “Hivite”: declare, breathe; “Arkite”: vagabond; “Sinite”: thorny; 
Gen. 10:18 “the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. Afterward the families of the Canaanites were dispersed.” 

YLT: “and the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite; and afterwards have the families of the Canaanite been scattered.”

Meaning of Words: “Arvadite”: the land of vagabond; “Zemarite”: be circumcised by fury, fortress; “Hamathite”: stronghold; 
Gen. 10:19 “And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; then as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.” 

YLT: “And the border of the Canaanite is from Sidon, thy coming towards Gerar, unto Gaza; thy coming towards Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, unto Lasha.”

Meaning of Words: “Gerar”: a rolling country, drag off, stopping place; “Gaza”: strong; “Sodom”: burn, bind in fetters; “Gomorrah”: enslaved, bind, cover, a heap of ruins; “Admah”: fortress, earthly; “Zeboiim”: gazelle; “Lasha, hyena”: crack, till blindness; 
Literal Meaning: this verse describes the boundary of the land of Canaan, north to Sidon of Lebanon and south to the southern part of Gaze Strip and west to the Mediterranean coast and east to the region of the Dead Sea. 

Gen. 10:20 “These were the sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their languages, in their lands and in their nations.” 

YLT: “These sons of Ham, by their families, by their tongues, in their lands, in their nations.”
Literal Meaning: this chapter uses nearly a half chapter, from verse six to twenty, to introduce the offspring of Ham, for most of them had serious enmity against the Israelites. 

    “Families” emphasize the relationship of blood; “languages” emphasize the relationship of language; “lands” emphasize the relationship of territory; “nations” emphasize the relationship of politics. 

Gen. 10:21 “And children were born also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder.” 

YLT: “As to Shem, father of all sons of Eber, brother of Japheth the elder, he hath also begotten:”

Meaning of Words: “Eber”: quarter, opposite side, ferry crossing; 
Literal Meaning: “the father of all the children of Eber”, the emphasis of this verse is to introduce “Eber”. Probably he himself had great fear of God and was a prominent character among the direct fathers of the Israelites. And it was also possible that “Eber” was the origin of “the Hebrews”, and the Israelites were also called the Hebrews (Ex. 1:19-20). Therefore, Moses particularly mentioned his name when writing this book. 

Gen. 10:22 “The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.” 

YLT: “Sons of Shem Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram.”

Meaning of Words: “Elam”: age, hidden; “Asshur”: plain, plain land, successful, procedure; “Arphaxad”: strong fortress of Chaldean; “Lud”: surrender; “Aram”: high land; 
Gen. 10:23 “The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.” 

YLT: “And sons of Aram Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash.”

Meaning of Words: “Uz”: stable, fat, consider; “Hul”: sorrow; “Gether”: fear; “Mash”: try, pull out of; 
Gen. 10:24 “Arphaxad begot Salah, and Salah begot Eber.” 

YLT: “And Arphaxad hath begotten Salah, and Salah hath begotten Eber.”

Meaning of Words: “Salah”: weapon, sprout; 
Gen. 10:25 “To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and his brother's name was Joktan.” 

YLT: “And to Eber have two sons been born; the name of the one Peleg (for in his days hath the earth been divided,) and his brother's name Joktan.”

Meaning of Words: “Peleg”: division, river, earthshaking; “Joktan”: tiny;
Literal Meaning: “the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided”, the manner of its record is rather particular. Probably it suggests that when Jehovah scattered all the people over the face of the whole earth (see Gen. 11:8-9), it was exactly the time when “Peleg” the direct father of the Israelites was on the earth. And the original meaning of “Peleg” is “division and dispersion”. Eber named his son “Peleg”, which indicated that he feared God and obeyed the will of God that all people had to be scattered all over the earth and kept it in mind. 

Gen. 10:26 “Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah,” 

YLT: “And Joktan hath begotten Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah,”

Meaning of Words: “Almodad”: he who stirs up, measure; “Sheleph”: pulled out of; “Hazarmaveth”: dead yard; “Jerah”: the new moon; 
Gen. 10:27 “Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,” 

YLT: “and Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah,”

Meaning of Words: “Hadoram”: decoration, might, Hado is lofty; “Uzal”: vagabond; “Diklah”: palm tree, the forest of palm trees; 
Gen. 10:28 “Obal, Abimael, Sheba,” 

YLT: “and Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba,”
Meaning of Words: “Obal”: naked; “Abimael”: fat, my father is God, the father of Mary; “Sheba”: drunkenness; 
Gen. 10:29 “Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.” 

YLT: “and Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab; all these sons of Joktan;”

Meaning of Words: “Ophir”: abundant, fruitful, fat, rich; “Havilah”: circle, produce, make a circuit of, sorrow; “Jobab”: call, caller; 
Gen. 10:30 “And their dwelling place was from Mesha as you go toward Sephar, the mountain of the east.” 

YLT: “and their dwelling is from Mesha, thy coming towards Sephar, a mount of the east.”

Meaning of Words: “Mesha”: release, refuge, middle ground; “Sephar”: number, household register; 
Literal Meaning: it cannot be sure where “Mesha” and “Sephar” are at present. Probably, after the dispersion, they moved eastwards from Babylon and Assyria (the southern part of Iran today) and extended southwards (the Arabian Peninsula at present). 

Gen. 10:31 “These were the sons of Shem, according to their families, according to their languages, in their lands, according to their nations.” 

YLT: “These sons of Shem, by their families, by their tongues, in their lands, by their nations.”

Gen. 10:32 “These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations, in their nations; and from these the nations were divided on the earth after the flood.” 

YLT: “These families of the sons of Noah, by their births, in their nations, and by these have the nations been parted in the earth after the deluge.”

Literal Meaning: this chapter has altogether listed seventy families. The number “seventy” symbolizes “perfect” (see Ex. 1:5; 24:1; Judges 1:7). Therefore, this chapter illustrates us how all nations of men are made of one blood and obtain the boundaries of their dwelling (see Acts 17:26). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) All the people all over the world are of the same origin, so let us abolish any attitude of “being not of my family” but take all as brothers. 

  2) What is most important is to make all nations be the Lord’s disciple (Matt. 28:19). In Christ there is no difference in families or cultures or languages, etc. (Col. 3:11; 1Cor. 12:13; Gal. 3:28). 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Nimrod ---- the Type of the Man of Sin

A. His name: “Nimrod” (v.8) means “rebellion”, which showed he was a lawless (2Thess. 2:8);

B. His might: “be a mighty one on the earth” (v.8), which showed that he was much mighty (2Thess. 2:9);

C. His disposition: “hunter” (v.9), which showed that he was cruel and violent (Rev. 13:15);

D. His attitude: “He was a mighty hunter before Jehovah” (v.9), which showed that he was arrogant and had no God in his sight (2Thess. 2:4);

E. His work: “the beginning of his kingdom is Babel” (v.10), which showed that he built the kingdom of himself to resisted the kingdom and put it into disorder (Rev. chap. 17, 18);

F. His ways:

1. “He came from that land” (v.11), which showed that he “conquered” others everywhere; 

2. “Built” (v.11), which showed that he managed to “build” the power of darkness wherever he went; 

3. “This was the great city” (v.11-12), which showed that he had built a colossal realm of power by the artifices of “union”; 

Eber ---- the Type of the Overcomer

A. His name: “Eber” (v.21), which meant “getting across”, indicating that he had been separated from the world;

B. His origin: “Salah begot Eber” (v.24), which indicated that he was “sprouted” (the meaning of Salah) in life;

C. His work: “children were born also to Shem” (v.21), which indicated that he was engaged in the multiplication and building of life;

D. His ways:

1. “To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg” (v. 25), which indicated that he named his son “Peleg” (which means dispersion) to show his wholehearted obedience to the will of God after he had sought and understood the will of God (the will of God was scattered all the people all over the world);

2. “And his brother’s name was Joktan”, (v. 25), which indicated that he had no great ambition on the earth and was willing to be humble (the meaning of Joktan was humbleness) to serve the Lord. 

The Disintegration of the Earthly Nation (Organization)

A. Divide because of “the lands in which they were inhabited” (v.5, 20, 31): regionalism was thus generated, and people in different regions occupied their lands respectively without any identification with others;

B. Divide because of “languages” (v.5, 20, 31): barriers caused by the different feelings and thoughts and mind; 

C. Divide because of “families” (v.5, 20, 31-32): racial discrimination was then formed; 

D. Focus on talented and mighty people (v.8-10): God’s authority was replaced by human authority; 

E. Be engaged in the building nothing to do with the will of God (v.10-13): finally men became “confused” (the meaning of Babel) about the will of God and took falsehood as truth;

Genesis Chapter Eleven
I. Content of the Chapter

The Human Building and the Divine Response

A. The whole earth had one language and one speech (v.1);

B. Men on the earth were jointed to build the city and tower (v.2-4);
C. God confused the language of all the earth to scatter them abroad over the face of all the earth (v.5-9);
Genealogy from Shem to Abram

A. There are five generations from Shem to Peleg (v.10-17);

B. There are give generations from Reu to Abram (v.18-26);

Terah Brought Abram out of Ur

A. The generation of Terah (v.27-30); 

B. He went out from Ur and dwelt in Haran (v.31032);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 11:1 “Now the whole earth had one language and one speech.” 

YLT: “And the whole earth is of one pronunciation, and of the same words,”

Literal Meaning: in the previous chapter, it is mentioned again and again that “everyone was according to his language” (Gen. 10:5, 20, 31) and that “in his days the earth was divided” (Gen. 10:25). This chapter is a complementary explanation of the above-mentioned condition in chapter ten. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If believers “say the same thing” in the church (1Cor. 1:10), what a beautiful situation it will be.

  2) Let our “yes” be “yes”, and “no” “no” (Matt. 5:37), and not be double-tongued. 

  3) If everyone is under the government of God, all of them will be enabled to communicate with one another. .

Gen. 11:2 “And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there.” 

YLT: “and it cometh to pass, in their journeying from the east, that they find a valley in the land of Shinar, and dwell there;”

Literal Meaning: the plain they found was just the Babylon plain.

“Dwelt there”, it means living there permanently and thinking that they could not and would not leave there. However, they were afterwards scattered (see v.8).

Spiritual Meaning: “Shinar”: the land of the roaring loin; this verse symbolizes that men are easy to be enticed and swallowed up by the devil in easy life (1Pet. 5:8). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The preparations of the heart belong to men. And only the counsel of Jehovah will stand (Pro. 16:1; 19:21). 

  2) In the Pentateuch, every time it mentions “dwelling there” suggests that men though they were safe. And it is when man himself thinks it is peaceful and safe that it is just the chance that Satan is taking of. 

Gen. 11:3 “Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar.” 

YLT: “and they say each one to his neighbour, `Give help, let us make bricks, and burn thoroughly:' and the brick is to them for stone, and the bitumen hath been to them for mortar.”

Literal Meaning: “asphalt”, it refers to bitumen. Archaeologists have discovered that the area of Babylon was the place of origin of the asphalt industry. 

  “They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar”, all the materials were replaced. Brick substituted for stone, and yet it was not as hard as stone. And mortar was replaced by Asphalt, and yet the coagulative power was less than mortar. 

Spiritual Meaning: “brick” was burnt by dust, and man was made by dust (Gen. 2:7), so the work done by brick symbolized human work.

  “Stone” is the material for the Lord to build the church (Matt. 16:18). The original meaning of “Peter” is “tiny stone”. God will transform a man of dust into a living stone (1Pet. 2:5), so the stone symbolizes the divine work. 

  “Asphalt” symbolizes the natural virtues of man. 

  “Mortar” symbolizes the new character transformed by the Spirit. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It tends to do wrong if we hear human ideas only without waiting for the divine instruction. 

  2) A decisive man will not hesitate to fulfill his original intention by all means. If believers are truly willing to serve the Lord, they will not make excuses of having not this or that. 

  3) The best materials for human building are merely brick and asphalt. The spiritual building can only be built by gold and silver and precious stones (1Cor. 12-15) so that we will not pass the trial. 

Gen. 11:4 “And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth."” 

YLT: “And they say, `Give help, let us build for ourselves a city and tower, and its head in the heavens, and make for ourselves a name, lest we be scattered over the face of all the earth.'”

Literal Meaning: “city”: a city with defence installations such as ramparts; 

  “Tower” emphasizes the religious tone. 

  The so-called “heaven” at that time means “the dwelling place of God”. Therefore, they built the tower whose top was in the heavens ---- which meant that it would reach unto the throne of God (Is. 14:13-14).

  Or they built such a high tower for the purpose of escaping another time of deluge. Man only relies upon his own hand rather than the promise of God (see Gen. 9:11).

  “Let us make a name for ourselves”: see their fame and compliments instead of giving glory to God; 

“Lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth”, the will of God is to let men “fill the earth” (Gen. 1:28; 9:1). But men would not be scattered in spite of the commandment of God. 

Spiritual Meaning: “city”, it symbolizes the realm of human domination. 

  The Babel “tower” symbolizes the “false union” planned and forced by Satan. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “Come, let us … ”, which means they rely one themselves rather than God. The world is characterized by seeking oneself and exalting oneself and yet forsaking God. 

  2) The world is fond of performing oneself and making oneself known. And this is the root of man’s rebellion against God. 

  3) Some Christians donate money and build magnificent church or support public welfare, whose starting-point is also declaring one’s own name. In the sight of God, it is also taking part in building the Babel tower. 

  4) Today, in many Christianity groups, they only pay attention to their name of group and appear to be hostile to Christians who do not belong to their groups. They have also, in principle, fallen into the condition of building the Babel. 

  5) Since Satan knows God will build the city of Jerusalem, it often stirs up men to build up the city of Babel earlier for the purpose of resisting against and destroying the counsel of God. 

  6) The divine way is “coming down from the heaven” (Rev. 21:2), and yet the human way is “reaching unto the heaven from the earth”.

  7) Man intends to life up to the heavens through his own power. That is why it is humanly believed that man can conquer nature. However, as a matter of fact, man can never come to the heaven without the only heavenly ladder ---- Christ (Gen. 28:12; John 1:51).

  8) In fact, the only thing of man that reaches unto the heaven is “sins” (Rev. 18:5). 

Gen. 11:5 “But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah cometh down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men have builded;”
Enlightenment in the Word: it is all naked before God that the inner heart and outer materials of believers’ building the church. 

Gen. 11:6 “And the LORD said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them.” 

YLT: “and Jehovah saith, `Lo, the people one, and one pronunciation to them all, and this it hath dreamed of doing; and now, nothing is restrained from them of that which they have purposed to do.”

Literal Meaning: God meant that if they were not hindered, they would have their own ways and do all evils. 

  “The people are one”: they are apparently the same;

  “They all have one language”: they have the same mind and views. 

  Since they have the foundation of the above-mentioned two points, they will prosper in their doings. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God does not please that man does spiritual things by the natural flesh (Gal. 3:3). 

  2) God does not please man becomes the sponsor to do anything for Him. Instead, He pleases that men hear His words and keep His will (1Sam. 15:22). 

  3) Whatever causes that does not glorify God, no matter how good they are, they cannot please God. 

  4) God is not jealous of men’s gathering to do something, but He hinders men from having their own ways in wrong motivations, lest there should be great and incurable faults. 

Gen. 11:7 “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."” 

YLT: “Give help, let us go down, and mingle there their pronunciation, so that a man doth not understand the pronunciation of his companion.'”

Meaning of Words: “confuse”: it is used to describe “mixing” the materials when cooking food so that it is hard to distinguish their original features;
Literal Meaning: “come, let us”, it is opposite to the word of those arrogant men ---- “come, let us” (v.4). From this word of God, we can find that there was still a distance between the top of the tower and the heavens. Men think that can reach unto the heavens, but actually, it is impossible. 

  “That they may not understand one another's speech”, it means that they could not understand one anther. “Not understand one another’s speech”, it means they cannot communicate with one another in views and thoughts and speak and do whatever they want.

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Hindrance of speech and mind is the main reason for the failure of man’s cooperation. Good cooperation in the church requires for good verbal communication. 

  2) Many times, the words of man seem to be sensible, but his inner meaning has not been expressed yet. Therefore, the speaker can still not communicate with the hearer. 

  3) The word that is not efficacious in communication is “tongue” in man’s ears. Therefore, he has to seek the specialist of communication ---- “the interpreter of the tongue” (1Cor. 14:27-28). 

  4) God’s work is characterized by dealing with the fundamental problems instead of the superficial ones. He did not pull down the high tower, but confused the language of men ---- men themselves are the root of the problem. 

  5) Today, divisions in the Christianity are caused by believers’ in the past generations intending to build the “false oneness”. The only salvation is returning to the “true oneness” that God wants. 

Gen. 11:8 “So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah doth scatter them from thence over the face of all the earth, and they cease to build the city;”

Literal Meaning: “scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth”, men were afraid of “being scattered abroad from there over the face of all the earth” (v.4), and yet the judgment of God just aimed at what they feared. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) No matter how tough a man is, he can in no wise resist against God. 

  2) Man has problems with God firstly and then with one another. Therefore, can human problems only be solved only when their problems with God have been solved above all. 

  3) Unless Jehovah builds the house, they labor in vain who build it. Unless Jehovah guards the city, the watchman stays awake in vain (Ps. 127:1). 

Gen. 11:9 “Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.” 

YLT: “therefore hath called its name Babel, for there hath Jehovah mingled the pronunciation of all the earth, and from thence hath Jehovah scattered them over the face of all the earth.”

Meaning of Words: “Babel”: the door of God; however the author of this book purposefully interprets it as “confusion”, for the word in the original is similar to “the door of God” in spelling;
Literal Meaning: “scatter them”, the reason lies in “the confusion of language”.

  Note that “the (whole) earth” is mentioned five times from verse one to nine, which shows that all the people on the earth had taken part in building the Babel tower ---- this sin is corporate, not individual. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Since the language through which men on the earth can communicate with one another is changed, no wonder why there are full of “suspicions and envy” among men.  

  2) Sometimes, the dispersion of believers in the church is done by God (Acts 8:1, 4) for the purpose of letting us know and keep His will. 

  3) Let the children of God learn the lesson from divisions: i.e. stop building “the false oneness” at once. 

  4) God cannot bear “the false oneness”. Therefore, He allows that confusions appear among men. All the disorders in the church are because of not pleasing God. 

Gen. 11:10 “This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad two years after the flood.” 

YLT: “These births of Shem: Shem a son of an hundred years, and begetteth Arphaxad two years after the deluge.”

Literal Meaning: note that the following genealogy of Shem only records the years everyone “lived”, without the specific age of everyone when he died and the word “he died” like that in the genealogy of Seth (Gen. 5:3-31). The purpose of their “living” was just “begetting” one person connected with “Abram”, which revealed us that all the people in this genealogy paved the way for the call of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Man in Adam had not significance of living without the calling of God. 

  2) Men were gathered there to build the Babel tower. And God here would call Abraham. 

  3) Among those who resist the will of God, God has still left to Himself a group of men who love Him in pure hearts (Rom. 11:4).

Gen. 11:11 “After he begot Arphaxad, Shem lived five hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Shem liveth after his begetting Arphaxad five hundred years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Meaning of Words: concerning the original meaning of the names from verse eleven to seventeen, please read the commentary from verse 21 to 25 of chapter ten; 
Literal Meaning: note that in this genealogy, it never mention “…died”, which showed that believers in Christ were not dead but had fallen asleep and would have the hope of resurrection (1Thess. 4:13-14). 

Gen. 11:12 “Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and begot Salah.” 

YLT: “And Arphaxad hath lived five and thirty years, and begetteth Salah.”

Gen. 11:13 “After he begot Salah, Arphaxad lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Arphaxad liveth after his begetting Salah four hundred and three years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 11:14 “Salah lived thirty years, and begot Eber.” 

YLT: “And Salah hath lived thirty years, and begetteth Eber.”

Gen. 11:15 “After he begot Eber, Salah lived four hundred and three years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Salah liveth after his begetting Eber four hundred and three years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 11:16 “Eber lived thirty-four years, and begot Peleg.” 

YLT: “And Eber liveth four and thirty years, and begetteth Peleg.”

Gen. 11:17 “After he begot Peleg, Eber lived four hundred and thirty years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Eber liveth after his begetting Peleg four hundred and thirty years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 11:18 “Peleg lived thirty years, and begot Reu.” 

YLT: “And Peleg liveth thirty years, and begetteth Reu.”

Meaning of Words: “Reu”: friendship, friend, friend of God;
Gen. 11:19 “After he begot Reu, Peleg lived two hundred and nine years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Peleg liveth after his begetting Reu two hundred and nine years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 11:20 “Reu lived thirty-two years, and begot Serug.” 

YLT: “And Reu liveth two and thirty years, and begetteth Serug.”

Meaning of Words: “Serug”: firm, powerful, branch, offspring;
Gen. 11:21 “After he begot Serug, Reu lived two hundred and seven years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Reu liveth after his begetting Serug two hundred and seven years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 11:22 “Serug lived thirty years, and begot Nahor.” 

YLT: “And Serug liveth thirty years, and begetteth Nahor.”

Gen. 11:23 “After he begot Nahor, Serug lived two hundred years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Serug liveth after his begetting Nahor two hundred years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 11:24 “Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and begot Terah.” 

YLT: “And Nahor liveth nine and twenty years, and begetteth Terah.”

Meaning of Words: “Terah”: wander, late, fallen, convert;
Gen. 11:25 “After he begot Terah, Nahor lived one hundred and nineteen years, and begot sons and daughters.” 

YLT: “And Nahor liveth after his begetting Terah an hundred and nineteen years, and begetteth sons and daughters.”

Gen. 11:26 “Now Terah lived seventy years, and begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran.” 

YLT: “And Terah liveth seventy years, and begetteth Abram, Nahor, and Haran.”

Meaning of Words: “Abram”: the lofty father; “Haran”: inhabitants of mountain, hilly, their burning, holy place, strong; 
Literal Meaning: according to the Book of Genesis, there were ten generations from Adam to Noah, and another ten generations from Shem to Abram. The deluge divided them into two equal periods. In the second ten generations, only their first five generations (from Shem to Peleg) were recorded in chapter ten. Therefore the Babel divided them into two equal five generations. Generations in the biblical genealogies are often divided into equal periods, e.g. the three fourteen generations in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter one. Apparently, some were omitted. Therefore, some unnecessary arguments and misunderstandings are caused, when Bible scholars infer the lifetime of men on the earth according to the biblical genealogies in spite of the possibility of the omission of some generations. 

  Another fact worthy to mention is the distinct change of man’s lifetime before and after the deluge ---- the sharp decrease from more than nine hundred years to six hundred years and to more than four hundred years and to more than two hundred years and finally to more than one hundred years, which shows that men’s sins had brought physical and environmental changes to them. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the main reason for the shortened lifetime of men lies in the abundant sins and tribulations. 

Gen. 11:27 “This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran begot Lot.” 

YLT: “And these births of Terah: Terah hath begotten Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran hath begotten Lot;”

Meaning of Words: “Lot”: wrap closely, hide, veil, dark-colored;
Literal Meaning: in the original this verse begins with a word “and”, which shows that this verse is closely connected with the above-mentioned genealogy (v.10-26). And here the focal point of the Bible went to the family of Abraham, which also indicated that God would choose men out of the fallen race to have a new beginning. 

  “Abram, Nahor, and Haran”, the order of the three names may not be according to the physical age of them (see Gen. 9:18). And it is inferred that the order in line with their age may be: Haran, Nahor and Abram. However, since Abram was the leading role of this family, he was firstly mentioned. 

Gen. 11:28 “And Haran died before his father Terah in his native land, in Ur of the Chaldeans.” 

YLT: “and Haran dieth in the presence of Terah his father, in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldees.”

Meaning of Words: “Chaldeans”: as the one who is out of earth, astrologer; “Ur”: light; 

Gen. 11:29 “Then Abram and Nahor took wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and the father of Iscah.” 

YLT: “And Abram and Nahor take to themselves wives; the name of Abram's wife Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife Milcah, daughter of Haran, father of Milcah, and father of Iscah.”

Meaning of Words: “Sarai”: princess, my princess, exalted; “Milcah”: queen, take counsel; “Iscah”: watcher, observant:
Gen. 11:30 “But Sarai was barren; she had no child.” 

YLT: “And Sarai is barren -- she hath no child.”

Literal Meaning: here it especially mentions the fact that “Sarai was barren” so as to let us see the offspring of Abraham ---- the elect of God ---- were not born of the fallen race by nature, but of the works of God. 

Gen. 11:31 “And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram's wife, and they went out with them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran and dwelt there.” 

YLT: “And Terah taketh Abram his son, and Lot, son of Haran, his son's son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, wife of Abram his son, and they go out with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go towards the land of Canaan; and they come unto Charan, and dwell there.”

The Background: Terah served other gods in “Ur” (see Jos. 24:2). And Ur at that time was the most advanced city of the Middle East civilization. 

  “The land of Canaan”, it is the area of Palestine at present, and at that time it was an under-developed and uncivilized land. 

  “Haran”, it lied in the upper reach of the Euphrates, and was an important city in the trade route from Mesopotamia to Palestine. 

  There were altogether one thousand and one hundred miles of the journey from Ur to Haran, and four hundred miles from Haran to the land of Canaan. 

Literal Meaning: this was Abraham’s response after he was first called (Acts 7:2). His performance of faith of the first time was not so much excellent:

  1) God said to him: “get out of your country and from your relatives” (Acts 7:3). Indeed, he had gone out of his country. However, he got away from his relatives only partially, for Lot was with him. Concerning his family, he did not leave and even took the family away. 

  2) The departure of Abraham was not initiated by himself, but his father. One who had not been called became an initiator, but a man who had been called yet became a follower. 

  3) Though he had left Ur of the Chaldees, he had not arrived at the land of Canaan but stopped midway. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The kindred affection and respect for the elders and the nobles often prevent us keeping spiritual principles, thus making us come to a standstill. 

  2) Many people, without the calling and revelation of God, volunteer to lead the church to serve by their own knowledge and talents and money and statuses and reputations and experience, but finally accomplish nothing. 

  3) Many believers obey God half and stop midway. 

Gen. 11:32 “So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in Haran.” 

YLT: “And the days of Terah are two hundred and five years, and Terah dieth in Charan.”

Literal Meaning: “Terah … died in Haran”, concerning Abram, the death of his father Terah was a turning point for him to obey the calling of God. If Terah did not die, Abram was still bound by the natural kindred and had not obeyed God’s calling wholeheartedly. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Terah” means “delay”, and “Haran” means “dullness”. This verse symbolizes that Abram’s obedience to the calling of God was slack and slow and unzealous. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The earthly relationship of believers often becomes the obstacle to our progress on the heavenly way. 

  2) Death breaks up the chains of our earthly relationship. However, we shall not expect our relatives to die, but become aware of the fact that we have been dead with Christ ---- such knowledge makes us overcome the earthly relationship. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

What is the False Oneness? 

A. “They said to one another” (v.3) ---- replace the holy mind with the human mind;

B. “Had brick for stone” (v.3) ---- replace holy works with human works;

C. “Had asphalt for mortar” (v.3) ---- replace the spiritual with the natural;

D. “Build ourselves a city” (v.4) ---- build a sphere of influence that belongs to human authority;

E. “Build … a tower” (v.4) ---- uphold the earthly principles;

F. “Make a name for ourselves” (v.4) ---- care for the name of their own group;

G. “Be scattered abroad” (v.4) ---- maintain the false appearance of unity;

God’s Response to the False Oneness

A. God judged that the false oneness was against Him (v.5-6);

B. God would rather let men divide than endure their false oneness (v.6-7);

C. The false oneness “confuses” the true oneness. Even today, the principle of “Babel” (namely, Babylon) still prevails in Christianity (see Rev. chap. 17, 18);

D. God calls a group of men with pure love to Him out of the disordered Christianity (get out of one’s country, from one’s family and from one’s family’s house) to build the church of true oneness on the position in the light of the Lord’s will and pleasure (see Gen. 12:1);

Genesis Chapter Twelve
I. Content of the Chapter

Abram Entered into the Land of Canaan

A. The calling of God (v.1);

B. The blessing of God (v.2-3);

C. The guidance of God (v.4-6);

D. The manifestation and promise of God (v.7);

E. The life in the presence of God (v.8);

Abram Went down to Egypt and Was Humiliated

A. Journeyed, going on still toward the South (v.9);

B. Went down to Egypt for the sake of the famine (v.10);

C. Planned to keep his life (v.11-13);

D. Obtain many presents for the sake of his wife (v.14-16);

E. The protection of God (v.17);

F. Be rebuked by the Pharaoh (v.18-19);

G. Went out of Egypt (v.20);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 12:1 “Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you.” 

YLT: “Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will show you.”

Literal Meaning: here God repeated the word again to Abram that had been spoken to him in Mesopotamia (see Acts 7:2-3). 

  “Country” refers to the nation or homeland; “family” refers to the kindred; “father’s house” refers to his parents and brothers; 

  “To a land that I will show you”, it seemed that God did not tell what land it was, which required that he had to followed the step-by-step guidance of God by faith. 

Spiritual Meaning: “country” typifies the world; “family” typifies the race of Adam ---- the flesh; “father’s house”, those who have fleshly association with him, which typifies the evil passions and lusts of the flesh; 

  All those who are of Christ Jesus have crucified the world and the flesh with the passions and the lusts (Gal. 6:14; 5:24); 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) We have been Christians, for God has seized us, tightly, and always inspires and calls us. 

  2) God is the beginning of all things. If He does not take the initiative, we can do nothing by ourselves. 

  3) Since God has begun in us a good work, He will perform it (Phil. 3:6).

  4) Spiritual growth is due to the manifestation of God. The more believers obtain the manifestation and words of God, the further progress will he make in the way of faith.

  5) True faith must be based on the word God has spoken. If God has not spoken, man’s faith becomes “self-confidence”, not the biblical divine faith. 

  6) The foundation of faith is not “sight” or “knowledge”, but “the word of God”.

  7) If God has really spoken to you, He will definitely take all responsibilities for you.

  8) If believers desire to enter into the good spiritual realm, they have to be separated from the world and the flesh and the passions and lusts of the flesh.

  9) Believers may be defiled by the evil living environment, so let us try to “get out of it”. If we cannot get out of it physically, let us be get out of it in spirit. 

  10) May the Lord often speak to us: “do you love me more than these” (John 21:15)? “These” are the country, and the family and the father’s house.

  11) Habits of life (“country”) and interpersonal relationship (“family and father’s house”) are often the worst obstacles to believers’ spiritual pursuit.

  12) The calling and guidance of God appear in the first step. Will there be the second step only when we follow Him. Therefore, we shall wait and follow step by step. 

Gen. 12:2 “I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing.” 

YLT: “And I make thee become a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and be thou a blessing.”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that God will look after him and prepare the best portion for him. 

 “I will make you a great nation”, it means that God will give Abraham many children, namely, the people of Israel.

“I will bless you”, it shows that Abraham will be given the earthly blessings such as material wealth, physical healthy, long lifetime, etc. 

“And make your name great”, it refers to the widespread reputation of Abraham; 

“And you shall be a blessing”, it indicates many people are blessed and kept because of him. 

In fact, “bless” in this verse is abstract and impractical to Abram; “make you a great nation”, it will not be accomplished in his lifetime on the earth; “make your name great”, it is not detailed; “you shall be a blessing”, the blessings be distributed to others; all of these just reveal that only “faith” can make the blessings of God into realization. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) We walk by faith, not by sight (2Cor. 5:7).

  2) The principle of God’s work is to gain “one man” first. And then many people will be begotten by him and become a great nation.  

  3) The rise and decline of a nation are fully depended on God. The greatest contribution of Christians to the nation is not dying for it, but praying for it to God 

  4) Men want to “make themselves a name” (Gen. 11:4), but get nothing at last. However, God makes the name of the one who never seeks his own name “great”. Therefore, the dignity of name is reserved for the humble one.

  5) The name of the one, who cares for others and seeks spiritual blessings for others, will not only be proclaimed by men but also more be remembered in the heavens.

  6) When we Christians live on the earth, let us have the noble expectation of hoping to be a blessing to others. 

Gen. 12:3 “I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."” 

YLT: “And I bless those blessing thee, and him who is disesteeming thee I curse, and blessed in thee have been all families of the ground.'”

Literal Meaning: “and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”, obviously this blessing does not refer to the earthly blessing only, but the blessing to the world on account of “that seed” ---- Christ (Gal. 3:16). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The secret of being blessed by God is to bless others previously.

  2) God protects us to such a perfect degree that all those who are hostile to us will become His enemies.

  3) If believers have realized that both their blessings and troubles are related to God, what fear or envy shall there be then?

Gen. 12:4 “So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.” 

YLT: “And Abram goeth on, as Jehovah hath spoken unto him, and Lot goeth with him, and Abram a son of five and seventy years in his going out from Charan.”

Literal Meaning: “so”, it indicated that Abram obeyed by faith at once ---- this was his characteristic of his whole life (Gen. 17:23; 21:14; 22:3).

  “As the LORD had spoken”, he did not ask God why he had to go nor where to go. As God commanded, he did it. 

  “And Lot went with him”, later, not only did Lot himself become a burden to Abram but also the Moabites and Ammonites begotten by Lot (Gen. 19:37-38) become troubles for the Israelites. This was because Abram did not hear the commandments of God completely ---- get out of the father’s house (v.1).

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Faith means “doing as Jehovah has spoken to us”. Faith begins from keeping the word of God. The faith without works is dead (James 2:17). 

  2) “Seventy-five years old”, whenever God calls, let us obey. The old age should not be the reason for disobedience.

  3) Each step of obedience will bring true blessing to others, for obedience is the fruit of faith. Faith places man into the living fellowship with God.

  4) However, our obedience to God should be absolute and complete, not partial obedience (bring Lot together).  

Gen. 12:5 “Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.” 

YLT: “And Abram taketh Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they have gained, and the persons that they have obtained in Charan; and they go out to go towards the land of Canaan; and they come in to the land of Canaan.”

Meaning of Words: “Canaan”: the land of purple and red; 
Literal Meaning: we can see from this verse that Abram was rich and he did not go the land of Canaan for the sake of the famine, but the calling of God. He did not depart for the purpose of seeking comfortable life, but for the purpose of keeping the will of God. 

Spiritual Meaning: “the land of Canaan” is the Promised Land by God, which typifies the possessions Christians will inherit by faith. However there is a series of lessons that we have to learn before truly enjoying the possession. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is far better that the husband and the wife run the heavenly way with one mind.

  2) Abram answered the calling of God, and did not forsake his wife and possession. When the Israelites went out of Egypt, they also spoiled the Egyptians (Ex. 12:36). It is not a sin for believers to have money, and the problem lies in our heart and attitude to the treatment of the money. 

  3) If believers have the right attitude towards the worldly things, it will be helpful to our service of God. Therefore, even those who have wives should be as though they had none, and those who use this world as not misusing it. Anyway, take the primary consideration for serving God in everything (1Cor. 7:29, 31, 35). 

4) The purpose of believers’ life does not lie in seeking physical or mental satisfaction, but lies in keeping the word of God and fulfilling His good pleasure. 

Gen. 12:6 “Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.” 

YLT: “And Abram passeth over into the land, unto the place Shechem, unto the oak of Moreh; and the Canaanite then in the land.”

Meaning of Words: “Shechem”: shoulder, a person’s back; “Moreh”: teacher, doctrine, fortress; 
Literal Meaning: “the Canaanites were then in the land”, this word the Scriptures recorded had a profound meaning ---- in the promised land to Abram, there were even Canaanites that dwelt there, which would definitely make things difficult for Abram. And God would try his faith and endurance and hope through such difficulties. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Shechem”: it symbolizes being capable of bearing the burden, and also typifies the almighty God will take full responsibility for us. 

  “Moreh” symbolizes knowledge; “Terebinth”: it is tall and big and thus provides shade for the sojourners to have a rest; 

  “As far as the terebinth tree of Moreh”, the true knowledge of God provides the strength of life to renew the strength of the heavenly pilgrims so that they shall sun and not be weary and walk and not faint (Is. 40:29-31). 

  “Canaanites”, it typifies Satan’s power of darkness; 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The devil is hostile to our obtaining possession smoothly. However since we have God to be our stronghold, it is unnecessary to worry about the power of Satan.

  2) No matter how much doctrinal knowledge a believer has, the real important thing for him is how much true knowledge of God he has got and how much power it has exerted on him.

  3) It is the narrow gate and the straitened way that lead to eternal life (Matt. 7:14). Even though believers walk in the will of God, it does not mean everything must be smooth. Tribulations in the world will help us to draw near to God and rely on God. 

Gen. 12:7 “Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your descendants I will give this land." And there he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah appeareth unto Abram, and saith, `To thy seed I give this land;' and he buildeth there an altar to Jehovah, who hath appeared unto him.”

Meaning of Words: “altar”: the place where the animal is slaughtered; 
Literal Meaning: this is the second time of God’s manifestation to Abram, and the third of speaking to him. Probably, though Abram had arrived at the land of Canaan, he had forgotten his purpose of going there. 

Spiritual Meaning: “altar”, it typifies that it is acceptable to God as we present our bodies a living sacrifice (Gen. 8:20; Rom. 12:1-2). And it also typifies worshipping God and having fellowship with God.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is the first step of living for God of devoting oneself. If believers are unwilling to devote themselves, they cannot be acceptable to God nor run the race before them well. 

  2) The world builds the Babel tower for the purpose of reaching unto the heavens (Gen. 11:4). Believers build the alter and bring the heaven to the earth. 

  3) If we are not always living in the manifestation of God, we may easily lose the vision of the calling.

  4) It is not enough to see the vision only, for it is one thing of seeing the vision from the heaven and it is another of not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.

  5) By sight, Abram saw “the Canaanites were then in the land” (see v.6). However, by faith, he got the assurance of the manifestation and word of God. Do we choose by sight or by faith?

  6) Believers cannot dwell in safety among the world, but will obtain peace through the fellowship with God (John 16:33). 

Gen. 12:8 “And he moved from there to the mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; there he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD”. 

YLT: “And he removeth from thence towards a mountain at the east of Beth-El, and stretcheth out the tent (Beth-El at the west, and Hai at the east), and he buildeth there an altar to Jehovah, and preacheth in the name of Jehovah.”

Meaning of Words: “Bethel”: the house of God, the temple of God, the habitation of God; “Ai”: a heap of ruins;
Spiritual Meaning: “Bethel” typifies the house of God, namely, the church. 

“Ai” typifies the natural life and the assembly of the natural life, namely, the world;

“Tent”, there are three meanings in the Scriptures: 1) it is moveable at any moment (Heb. 11:9); 2) it is the place where God meets men (Gen. 18:1), which represents the life of fellowship with God and union with God; 3) it is easy to be torn down, which represents the physical body that will perish (2Cor. 5:1-4). 

Abram pitched the tent and built the altar between Bethel and Ai. Spiritually, it means that can we enter into the life of the body of Christ (face Bethel) and have the separated and devoting life to God only when we deal with our natural self-life (back up to Ai).

“Called on the name of the LORD”: it means leading his life through prayer to God and reliance on God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Tent and altar represent the two great characteristics of Christians ---- who are sojourners on the earth and live for God by constant reliance on Him. 

  2) The tent is for “what we have”, and the altar is for “our self-life”. The life of faith does not rely on what we have or our self-life, but relies on God solely. 

  3) Abram built the altar firstly (v.7) and then pitched the tent. Believers shall firstly establish the right relationship with God and then will have right attitude toward life. 

  4) Abram built the second altar after pitching the tent. Our right attitude toward life will lead us to more devotion unto God. 

  5) We will not enjoy the riches of the house of God (“Bethel”) unless we deal with the flesh (“Ai”) and present us in the hands of God and have intimate fellowship with Him (build the altar). 

  6) It is the best testimony before the vacant world (“Ai”) that believers lead the life of faith (“pitch the tent”) in the church (“Bethel”).

  7) The faith of believers is closely bound to their daily life. No matter where we live, we shall always keep the fellowship with God and rely on Him. 

Gen. 12:9 “So Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South.” 

YLT: “And Abram journeyeth, going on and journeying towards the south.”

Meaning of Words: “journey”: pull up the tent; “the South”: south, dry, drought;
Literal Meaning: “the South”: the stretch of dry land to the south of Beer-sheba;

Spiritual Meaning: “the South”, it is neither the land of Canaan nor the land of Egypt, which typifies the position neither in Christ nor in the world, but the border area; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Today, many Christians live in “the South”, who can be called “boundary Christians”. 

  2) Believers do not fall into the world immediately, but “go on still” toward the South. 

  3) Abram failed severely in Egypt later (see v.10-20), but he did not fail till he got there, but failed when he went on still toward the South. 

Gen. 12:10 “Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land.” 

YLT: “And there is a famine in the land, and Abram goeth down towards Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine grievous in the land;”

The Background: on account of the reliable water source in Egypt, there was often abundant food (see Gen. 41:54) even when other places suffered from famines.
Literal Meaning: “the land” refers to “the South” in verse nine. 

  Being faced with the famine, Abram was supposed to go through it by faith. Therefore, “going down to Egypt” revealed his weakness of faith. “And”, it shows that his direct response to “the environment” was going down to Egypt instead of seeking God. 

  “To dwell there”, it indicates that he did not purpose to dwell there permanently. 

Spiritual Meaning: “famine” symbolized physical need and difficulties in daily life. 

  “Egypt” typifies the world in which we live (the mental system that Satan uses to occupy men). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God often tries our heart by environmental conditions. 

  2) When the Lord Jesus began to preach, he also went through the trial of “hunger” (Matt. 4:1-4).

  3) Believers may overcome the religious world (Babel), but may not overcome the material world (Egypt).

  4) Once believer’s heart is toward the world, he will immediately feel the thirst, which cannot be satisfied by the objective doctrine or knowledge. 

  5) When Christians who are “on the way” cannot be satisfied by doctrines or knowledge, they will surely fall into the world. 

  6) It is better to suffer hunger in the land of Canaan than to make good cheer in splendor in Egypt. It is better to be painful on the way of God than to be cozy on the way of Satan. It is better to enjoy the Lord’s presence in impoverishment than to lose God in wealth. 

  7) When trials come, let us not turn to Egypt but wait for God. Let trials unfold our obedience to God instead of our failure. 

  8) Being faced with crisis, if we do not seek the guidance of God but find a “temporary” solution, even though the present problems are solved, we may fall into a worse crisis with ignorance. 

Gen. 12:11 “And it came to pass, when he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "Indeed I know that you are a woman of beautiful countenance.” 

YLT: “and it cometh to pass as he hath drawn near to enter Egypt, that he saith unto Sarai his wife, `Lo, I pray thee, I have known that thou a woman of beautiful appearance;”

Literal Meaning: at that time, Sarai was sixty-five years old. However, according to the age of the ancient people, she was in a bloomy age, and besides the Hebrews were gifted a fair complexion. Therefore, she still appealed to the Egyptians. 

Gen. 12:12 “Therefore it will happen, when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, "This is his wife'; and they will kill me, but they will let you live.” 

YLT: “and it hath come to pass that the Egyptians see thee, and they have said, `This his wife,' and they have slain me, and thee they keep alive:”

Literal Meaning: if the Pharaoh wanted to take Sarai as a concubine and yet he knew she was Abram’s wife, probably he would firstly kill Abram. 

Enlightenment in the Word: if one chooses a spouse on the basis of the “beautiful countenance”, there must be full of crises in his marriage life. 

Gen. 12:13 “Please say you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you."” 

YLT: “say, I pray thee, thou my sister, so that it is well with me because of thee, and my soul hath lived for thy sake.'”

Literal Meaning: it was saving his own life by sacrificing his wife. Abram only cared for himself, not Sarai. Wife was the weaker vessel (1Pet. 3:7). However, once the father of faith left the appointed land by God, he became weak even to a point that he needed the protection of his wife. 

  “You are my sister”, Sarai the daughter of Abram’s father, but not the daughter of his mother (Gen. 20:12). Such sort of marriage was allowed in the ancient times. This word was half true and half false. Abram’s intended to cover his conjugal relation with Sarai with his brother-sister relation with her. It is a lie of covering one half of the fact with the other half.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is the commonest mistake of believers of fearing men instead of God.  

  2) Abram seemed to care for his own life, but not the virginity of Sarai. However, let each of us look out not only for his own interests but also for the interests of others (Phil. 2:4). 

  3) Whoever is enveloped in the material world, he will inevitably make the mistake of dishonesty and taking advantages of others. 

  4) Let the one who thinks of himself strong take heed, lest he should fall down. 

  5) Let Christians keep in mind closely that sin is the “effect” and the departure from the Lord’s presence is the “cause”. 

  6) Some people think it is right to utter a “white lie” if necessary to solve the present crisis. However, it is just the chance of being caught by the devil to make us not a good Christian. 

Gen. 12:14 “So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the woman, that she was very beautiful.” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass, at the entering of Abram into Egypt, that the Egyptians see the woman that she exceeding fair;”

Literal Meaning: note that the name of Sarai was not mentioned from verse fourteen to sixteen, and it only mentions “the woman”, which indicates that she was a married woman and also showed respect for Sarai. 

Gen. 12:15 “The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house.” 

YLT: “and princes of Pharaoh see her, and praise her unto Pharaoh, and the woman is taken Pharaoh's house;”

The Background: “Pharaoh”, it was a dignitary title of the ancient king of Egypt. About five hundred years before Abram, a clan leader of the Arabian nomadic people went down to Egypt and became the king of Egypt. 

Enlightenment in the Word: the pursuit of the passions and lusts of the flesh is the depravity of the world, from the nobles of the upper classes to the lower classes of society. 

Gen. 12:16 “He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male and female servants, female donkeys, and camels.” 

YLT: “and to Abram he hath done good because of her, and he hath sheep and oxen, and he-asses, and men-servants, and handmaids, and she-asses, and camels.”

The Background: in the ancient times, the domestic animals and servants are important measurement of wealth. 
Literal Meaning: probably there was a problematic servant among the female servants of Abram got from Pharaoh, namely, Hagar, the handmaid of Sarai (Gen. 16:1). She delayed the promised son Isaac by God and caused many troubles to the offspring of Isaac. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Earthly blessings tend to hinder spiritual blessings. 

  2) By worldly sight, it is probably right of going down to Egypt because of the great gain of Abram in Egypt. However, by spiritual sight, his gain could not compensate his loss. 

  3) There was no altar, nor is there fellowship in Egypt. It is not a place of God’s presence. Even though we have gained the whole world, if we loss the presence of God, what do we profit?

  4) Let believers learn “to rejoice in Jehovah and joy in the God of our salvation”, even though “the flock shall be cut off from the fold and there shall be no herd in the stalls” (Haba. 3:17-18). 

Gen. 12:17 “But the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife.” 

YLT: “And Jehovah plagueth Pharaoh and his house -- great plagues -- for the matter of Sarai, Abram's wife.”

Literal Meaning: “plague”, it means “smiting through various strange disasters”.  
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The natural and man-made disasters in the world may relate to the people of God. Therefore, let believers know the change of the environment and know the works and will of God. 

  2) The world is not worked by man’s stratagems and means. Everything is in the hand of God. 

  3) “The LORD” is much greater than “Pharaoh”. God Himself is the best stronghold of believers. 

Gen. 12:18 “And Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife?” 

YLT: “And Pharaoh calleth for Abram, and saith, `What this thou hast done to me? why hast thou not declared to me that she thy wife?”

Literal Meaning: note that Abram did not answer the three questions of Pharaoh, for he knew he was in the wrong and answered nothing. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) He who lies to someone is just hurting the man. 

  2) It is the very thing that most dishonors God that believers are reproached by the world because of their faults in deeds. 

Gen. 12:19 “Why did you say, "She is my sister'? I might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your wife; take her and go your way."” 

YLT: “Why hast thou said, She my sister, and I take her to myself for a wife? and now, lo, thy wife, take and go.'”

Literal Meaning: “as my wife”, it showed that the Pharaoh had not drawn near to her. 

  “Take her and go your way”, Abram was afraid of being killed for the sake of his wife (see v.12). Here it was revealed that his fear was unnecessary. 

Enlightenment in the Word: man’s fear is often redundant. It is better to trust in God wholeheartedly and commit oneself to Him than being troubled and bound by fear. 

Gen. 12:20 “So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they sent him away, with his wife and all that he had.” 

YLT: “And Pharaoh chargeth men concerning him, and they send him away, and his wife, an all that he hath.”

Literal Meaning: God did not make void of His faithfulness because of the faults of Abram. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Not only should the governor himself not hurt others but also those who are under him should not hurt others. 

  2) The leaders of the church may dare not to do evil or speak evil words, but they ask others to do or to speak, thinking that they can escape the judgment of God in this way. They are even worse than the Pharaoh!

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons
Purposes of God’s Electing Abram

A. To a land that God will show him (v.1) ---- get the possession;

B. To make him a great nation (v.2) ---- be the people of God;

C. All the families of the earth shall be blessed in him (v.3) ---- achieve the counsel of God;

Seven Aspects of Promises of God to Abram

A. Make you a great nation (v.2);

B. Bless you (v.2);

C. Make your name great (v.2);

D. You shall be a blessing (v.2);

E. I will bless those who bless you (v.3);

F. I will curse him who curses you (v.3);

G. In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed (v.3);

Examples of the Life by Faith

A. Keep the word of God by faith (v.4);

B. Follow the guidance of God step by step (v.5);

C. Know God more and know that God will take all the responsibilities (v.6);

D. Obtain manifestation and word of God more and have closer fellowship with God (v.7);

E. Devote oneself as a living sacrifice and be a sojourner on the earth (v.7-8);

F. Forsake the natural self-life and bear the witness of glory in the life of Christ (v.8);

Four Aspects of Trials of Abram

A. The Canaanites were then in the land (v.6);

B. He had no son yet (v.7);
C. There was a famine in the land (v.10);
D. The land was not able to support Abram and Lot (13:6);
Lessons of the Life by Faith

A. A power makes man on the downward path unconsciously (v.9);

B. Temptations may appear suddenly when the need of the flesh can not be satisfied (v.10);

C. If man cannot overcome the first temptation, he may lie to protect himself (v.11-13);

D. Since one has experienced by failure that God is the stronghold of those who are of him, he will learn that everything is in the hands of God (v.14-20);

Genesis Chapter Thirteen
I. Content of the Chapter

Abram Returned Back to the Land of Canaan 

A. He took all that he had and left Egypt (v.1-2);

B. He passed by the South and came back to Bethel (v.3);

C. He called the name of the LORD again (v.4);

Abram Separated from Lot 

A. The land was not able to support their possessions (v.5-6);

B. There was strife between the herdsmen of both of them (v.7);

C. Abram suggested the separation (v.8-9);

D. Lot chose the plain of Jordan (v.10-11);

E. Lot pitches his tent even as far as Sodom (v.12-13);

Abram Obtained the Promise of God 

A. The promise of God (v.14-16);

B. The commandment of God (v.17);

C. Move to Hebron (v.18);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 13:1 “Then Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, to the South.” 

YLT: “And Abram goeth up from Egypt (he and his wife, and all that he hath, and Lot with him) towards the south;”

Literal Meaning: “went up from Egypt…to the South”, the land of Canaan was comparatively higher than that of Egypt, so it was going “up”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Believers do not fear of stumbling over, but fear of being unwilling to stand up after being stumbled over. 

  2) If believers do not “go up”, let them “go forth” (Gen. 12:5) instead of “going down” (Gen. 12:10).

Gen. 13:2 “Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.” 

YLT: “and Abram exceedingly wealthy in cattle, in silver, and in gold.”

Meaning of Words: “rich”: heavy, abounding;
Literal Meaning: the word “severe” (Gen. 12:10) and “rich” in this verse are the same word in the original Hebrew, revealing that famine and possessions are both trying our faith. Therefore, there is a potential crisis in this verse deeper and more severe than famine (impoverishment).  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Even though man is able to overcome hunger, he may not be able to overcome wealth. 

  2) Wealth may become a kind of “heavy” spiritual burden ---- which makes men trust on the uncertainty of riches instead of God who affords us all things richly for enjoyment (1Tim. 6:17). 

  3) The problem of common believers is ignoring spiritual enjoyment once they have got physical enjoyment. 

Gen. 13:3 “And he went on his journey from the South as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai,” 

YLT: “And he goeth on his journeyings from the south, even unto Bethel, unto the place where his tent had been at the commencement, between Bethel and Hai --”

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The restoration of spiritual life and faith are “step in step” (“from… as far as…”). In the church, let us be patient with those who are weak and who have failed rather than press on them excessively (Gen. 33:13). 

  2) Once one has been away from the house of God (Bethel) and had been suffered spiritual hunger in the wandering days (see Gen. chap. 12), he must know the preciousness of the house of God (the church) and will come back to the church life. 

Gen. 13:4 “to the place of the altar which he had made there at first. And there Abram called on the name of the LORD.” 

YLT: “unto the place of the altar which he made there at the first, and there doth Abram preach in the name of Jehovah.”
Literal Meaning: this verse suggests that Abram restored his fellowship with God as well as the life of trusting in God by faith. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Prayer is the breath of spiritual life. If Christians do not pray, it is just like refusing breath and no wonder there is no dynamic in spiritual life. 

  2) The most severe loss of those who go down to Egypt is the loss of the altar. 

Gen. 13:5 “Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents.” 

YLT: “And also to Lot, who is going with Abram, there hath been sheep and oxen and tents;”

Spiritual Meaning: “Lot” here typifies the partner who runs the heavenly way together. 

Gen. 13:6 “Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together.” 

YLT: “and the land hath not suffered them to dwell together, for their substance hath been much, and they have not been able to dwell together;”

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) “For their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together”, it suggests that the troubles in the church life are often caused by “possessions”. 

  2) Possessions often tend to be the trouble of interpersonal relationship. It is so in the world and even among believers without exception. 

  3) If believers have not been delivered from the power of mammon, there will be divisions among them when they get along with one another.  

  4) If you are unable to be free from the power of wealth, you’d better not invest or do business in partnership with anyone (including believers), lest there should be unnecessary troubles sooner or later. 

  5) If the bowel of a man becomes narrowed, he cannot accept the wide land. 

Gen. 13:7 “And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites then dwelt in the land.” 

YLT: “and there is a strife between those feeding Abram's cattle and those feeding Lot's cattle; and the Canaanite and the Perizzite then dwelling in the land.”

Meaning of Words: “Canaan”: low land, base, business; “Perizzites”: country, Land; 
Literal Meaning: Lot was led by Abram (see v.1), he was supposed to know his own duty. However, he even allowed his herdsmen to conflict with those of Abram. This was his fault. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Canaanites and the Perizzites” typify the unbelievers among the Gentiles. 

  “The herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock” typify the divisions and strife among believers in the church

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) There are strangers dwelling in the land, but the strife even happened among their own people. Many times, believers keep peace with unbelievers, but cannot even accept other believers. 

  2) It is the very thing that humiliates the name of the Lord that believers even conflict with one another before unbelievers. 

  3) The main reason for the divisions or strife of believers in the church is upholding the leaders above what is written so that believers honor this and dishonor that and hold that they are of this one or that one (1Cor. 1:10-12; 3:3-4; 4:6). 

Gen. 13:8 “So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no strife between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren.” 

YLT: “And Abram saith unto Lot, `Let there not, I pray thee, be strife between me and thee, and between my shepherds and thy shepherds, for we men -- brethren.”

Literal Meaning: probably Lot might have been involved in the strife of the herdsmen, or Lot was complaining the matter of strife to Abram. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Believers shall not have “strife” with one another, for we are brothers. 

  2) The church does not fear the attack of Satan most, but the strife among the children of God. 

3) If believers have really realized the word “we are brothers” by heart, there will be no worth of strife. 

4) Strife of the herdsmen is just the strife of their owners. If there is strife or divisions in the church, the leaders should restrain and govern those who draw near to them instead of keeping themselves out of the whole matter. 

5) If we are able to transcend “yours” and “mine” and make it “ours” , there will be no reason for strife. 

Gen. 13:9 “Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will go to the left."” 

YLT: “Is not all the land before thee? be parted, I pray thee, from me; if to the left, then I to the right; and if to the right, then I to the left.'”

Literal Meaning: Abram got much spiritual growth after the failure in chapter twelve and he no longer chose for his own living. In fact, Abram had the privilege of choosing first because of his higher position in the family.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) He who has love does not decide things on the basis of his own profit. 

  2) It is the most peaceful way of giving up “the right of selection”. 

  3) He who has faith always lets others choose first, for he knows that God’s selection for him is better than his own selection. 

  4) He who really knows God would rather lose all than lose the trust in God.  

Gen. 13:10 “And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere (before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar.” 

YLT: “And Lot lifteth up his eyes, and seeth the whole circuit of the Jordan that it all a watered country (before Jehovah's destroying Sodom and Gomorrah, as Jehovah's garden, as the land of Egypt,) in thy coming toward Zoar,”

Meaning of Words: “Jordan”: the who falls, water land; “Zoar”: tiny, low down; “Sodom”: burning, wear fetters; “Gomorrah”: covering, a waste of ruins; “Egypt”: double difficulties; 
Literal Meaning: “Sodom and Gomorrah”, it has been conformed by the archaeologists that the two cities were located in the east and southeast of the dry land of the Dead Sea. There was ample fresh water originally there, and therefore many people were inhabited there. However, both the cities were destroyed by God because of greatly sins (Gen. 19:24-25). 

  “Like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go toward Zoar”, here it describes the luxuriant situation of all living things because of the ample provision of fresh water (see Ezek. 47:6-12). 

Spiritual Meaning: “all the plain…well watered”, it symbolized the comfortable living environment. 

  “Before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah”, it suggests that there is the danger of God’s judgment. 

“Like the garden of the LORD”, it symbolizes the pleasant living environment. 

“Like the land of Egypt”, it indicates that there is the danger of falling into the world. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) What is beautiful in human sight may not be truly beautiful and profitable. 

  2) Satan often stirs up man’s “lust of eyes” first (Gen. 3:6; 1John 2:16) before enticing man to sins and corruption. 

  3) If believers’ eyes are drawn by comfortableness and pleasantness, they may fall into the world and finally be chastened by God. 

  4) He who is short-sighted chooses in terms of appearance merely. He who is far-sighted sees the inner situation and the ultimate end. 

  5) He who sows to his own flesh shall reap corruption (Gal. 6:7-8). 

Gen. 13:11 “Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed east. And they separated from each other.” 

YLT: “and Lot chooseth for himself the whole circuit of the Jordan; and Lot journeyeth from the east, and they are parted -- a man from his companion;”

Literal Meaning: Lot made four mistakes of his choosing first without giving precedence to Abram: 1) Abram was elder than him (1Pet. 5:5); 2) Lot followed Abram (Gen. 12:4); 3) Lot’s gained his possessions mostly because of Abram; 4) The land was the Promised Land to Abram (Gen. 12:7). 

  This verse is just like another verse in the New Testament: “Demas had forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica” (2Tim. 4:10). 

Gen. 13:12 “Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom.” 

YLT: “Abram hath dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot hath dwelt in the cities of the circuit, and tenteth unto Sodom;”
Literal Meaning: Lot chose the fertile plain first and then gave up nomadic life but chose city life, which indicated that his life style of faith had been changed. Although Lot clearly knew Sodom was the place of severe sins, he still pitched his tent even as far as Sodom. Finally, he suffered a great loss (Gen. 14:12; 19:15-38). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The differences of them lie in that: one seeks spiritual profit and the other seeks the worldly profit. 

  2) Man may not fall all of a sudden, but be close to the abyss of sins unconsciously and become on the edge of destruction gradually.

  3) Unfortunately, many children of God have been captivated by the king and sins of the world and have fallen into weakness and sins unconsciously. 

Gen. 13:13 “But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against the LORD.” 

YLT: “and the men of Sodom evil, and sinners before Jehovah exceedingly.”

Literal Meaning: it is biblically recorded that the Sodomites committed homosexual conducts (Gen. 19:4-5), which disobeyed the law of God (Rom. 1:26-27; Lev. 18:22). Because of this background he who commits homosexual conduct is called “sodomite”.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If a believer goes the wrong way in the beginning, he may fall into deep faults unconsciously in the end. 

  2) Believers are living in the circumstance full of heinous sins. If we are careless, we will be not only unable to manifest the effect of “salt and light” but also threatened by the danger of association with the evil tide. 

Gen. 13:14 “And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are--northward, southward, eastward, and westward;” 

YLT: “And Jehovah said unto Abram, after Lot's being parted from him, `Lift up, I pray thee, thine eyes, and look from the place where thou , northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward;”

Literal Meaning: “Lot had separated from him”, it indicated that it was not Abram had separated from Lot, but Lot had separated from Abram. To put it more clearly, it was Abram that was forsaken by Lot. 

  Abram “lifted his eyes” and looked, which corresponded to Lot’s “lifting his eyes and seeing” (see v.10). However, both of them were different ---- Abram saw in the light of God’s revelation, and yet Lot saw by his own lusts and desires; Abram saw God Himself when he looked northward and southward and eastward and westward, and Lot saw Sodom (sins) from all the plain. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) All the loss we have suffered for the sake of God will be compensated by God personally. 

  2) Let believers see the worldly things on the basis of the word of God and by spiritual sight. 

Gen. 13:15 “for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever.” 

YLT: “for the whole of the land which thou are seeing, to thee I give it, and to thy seed -- to the age.”

Literal Meaning: this verse means that the Promised Land God would give him was boundless. And all the land he saw by faith would be granted to him. 

Gen. 13:16 “And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then your descendants also could be numbered.” 

YLT: “And I have set thy seed as dust of the earth, so that, if one is able to number the dust of the earth, even thy seed is numbered;”

Spiritual Meaning: Abram had two sorts of descendants: one sort was the earthly one, namely, his physical children ---- the Jews, “the dust of the earth”; the other sort was the heavenly one, namely, the children of faith, “the stars of the heaven” (Gen. 15:5). 

Gen. 13:17 “Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it to you."” 

YLT: “rise, go up and down through the land, to its length, and to its breadth, for to thee I give it.'”
Literal Meaning: God’s will was that Abram would obtain the land of Canaan by faith (Jos. 1:3). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Christians shall not only “see” by eyes but also “walk” by feet. 

  2) The capacity of our faith decides the capacity of our appropriation of God’s promises. 

  3) “East and west” and “north and south” (see v.14) constitute a cross. “Its length and its width” are also a cross. All that is dealt with by the cross in the land will become spiritual possessions. 

Gen. 13:18 “Then Abram moved his tent, and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to the LORD.” 

YLT: “And Abram tenteth, and cometh, and dwelleth among the oaks of Mamre, which in Hebron, and buildeth there an altar to Jehovah.”
Meaning of Words: “Hebron”: league, union, fellowship, friendship; “Mamre”: power, strong, fertile;
Literal Meaning: “Hebron”: it was the place where David first set his throne (2Sam. 2:4).

  “Mamre”, it was a name of a man, the brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner (Gen. 14:13). 

  “Tent” and “altar” were the two important marks of the separated life of Abram (Gen. 12:7-8). 

Spiritual Meaning: “Hebron” symbolized fellowship and victory. Abram built the altar there, which showed that he did not go backward but achieved further after the trial of faith. 

  “Mamre”: the strong and rich life; “dwelt by the terebinth trees”, it symbolized true rest. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Abram went to Bethel first and then came to Hebron. He who enters into the house of God will find the fellowship of life. And he knows the body of Christ will have the fellowship with members. 

  2) He who has truly been revealed by God and has seen what the body of Christ is will surely know that he is too weak to act alone and will thus seek the fellowship with God’s children. 

  3) Sweet fellowship with God and God’s children (“Hebron”) will lead to strong and rich life (“Mamre”). And strong and rich life will lead to deeper rest (“dwelt by the terebinth trees”).  

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Steps of Lot’s Failure

A. Who allowed the strife of his herdsmen with those of Abram (v.7);

B. Who lifted his eyes and saw by the worldly sight (v.10);

C. Who chose for himself selfishly (v.11);

D. Who left the appointed land of God (v.11);

E. Who became as far as the origin of sins (v.12);

F. Who dwelt in the land of sins finally (v.12-13);

Lot’s Faults

A. Wrong sight ---- lift up his eyes (v.10);

B. Wrong heart ---- choose (v.11);

C. Wrong way ---- journey east (v.11);

Characteristics of the Land of Canaan (Indications of the Three Places where Abram Built the Altars)

A. Shechem (12:6): the power of life;

B. Bethel (v.3): the house of God, namely, the body of Christ;

C. Hebron (v.18): the fellowship of the body;

Ways of Enjoying the Spiritual Possessions

A. Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are (v.14) ---- know what is the hope of his calling and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance (Eph. 1:18);

B. Walk in the land through its length and its width (v.17) ---- put his vision in the spiritual into practice (see James 2:22) and experience it thoroughly and deeply;

C. Lead the life of tent and altar in Hebron (v.18) ---- enter into the sweet fellowship and lead the life “on the earth as that in the heavens”;

Genesis Chapter Fourteen
I. Content of the Chapter

The Battle between the Four Kings and the Five Kings

A. The alliance of the four kings such as Chedorlaomer came to subjugate the five kings who rebelled against them (v.1-8);

B. The five kings such as the kings of Sodom were defeated and escaped. Lot and his possessions were taken by the four kings (v.9-12);

Abram Saved Lot

A. Abram led his trained servants to pursue the four kings immediately when he heard the message, and then retook Lot and his possessions (v.13-16);

B. Abram was met by the king of Sodom when he returned (v.17);

C. Abram was blessed by Melchizedek and he gave tithe to God (v.18-20);

D. Abram refused the possession of Sodom (v.21-24);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 14:1 “And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations,” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goyim,”

Meaning of Words: “Amraphel”: he who guards false gods; “Shinar”: the land of roaring loin; “Arioch”: like loin; “Ellasar”: god is a punisher; “Chedorlaomer”: the servant of laomer (a false god in Elam), be full of grains in hands; “Elam”: ages, hidden; “Tidal”: great leader, be full of fear;
Spiritual Meaning: “Chedorlaomer”, it typifies the power of darkness (the territories of the four kings are around Babylon, and Babylon typifies the world of idolatry). 

Gen. 14:2 “that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).” 

YLT: “they have made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboim, and the king of Bela, which Zoar.”

Meaning of Words: “Sodom”: burn, put on the fetters; “Bera”: present, destruction; “Gomorrah”: cover, bound, a waste of ruins; “Birsha”: son of sins; “Admah”: stronghold, earthy; “Shinab”: teeth of the father; “Shemeber”: gazelle; “Zeboiim”: fly higher, wing; “Zoar”: tininess;
Spiritual Meaning: “king of Sodom” typifies the power of darkness (note: the territories of the five kings were around the Dead Sea and the areas of the plain of Jordan. In the Bible, Sodom and Gomorrah were famous for sins, and were afterwards destroyed by God; see Gen. 18:20; 19:24-25). 

Gen. 14:3 “All these joined together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea).” 

YLT: “All these have been joined together unto the valley of Siddim, which the Salt Sea;”

Meaning of Words: “Siddim”: the valley of trap;
The Background: “the Salt Sea”, it was a deep valley originally and then became a lake because of absorbing the water of Jordan. Its horizontal surface is lower than that of the Mediterranean Sea about more than one thousand and three hundred feet. Since there is no exit of the lake, minerals in the lake have been accumulated for many years and twenty-five percent of the water therein is composed of both salt chlorinate and bromate. Thus the water of the Salt Sea turns out to be in highest concentration in the world, and living things cannot survive therein. 

Literal Meaning: “the Valley of Siddim, that is, the Salt Sea”, it indicates that the valley later became a part of the Salt Sea. 

Gen. 14:4 “Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.” 

YLT: “twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and the thirteenth year they rebelled.”

Spiritual Meaning: “served Chedorlaomer”, it showed that the sinful world was under the power of darkness. 

  “Rebelled”, it indicates that not everyone of the principalities and powers under Satan (Eph. 6:12) is submissive ---- they are not only disobedient to God but also rebellious against one another. 

Gen. 14:5 “In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim,” 

YLT: “And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings who with him, and they smite the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzim in Ham, and the Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim,”

Meaning of Words: “Ashteroth Karnaim”: double-horn goddess Phoenicia; “Rephaim”: giant, strong, dead one; “Ham”: hot, crowds; “Zuzim”: conspicuous, drifting things; “Shaveh Kiriathaim”: plain of a double cities; “Emim”: terrors, dreadful man;
Spiritual Meaning: these who were killed by Chedorlaomer from verse five to seven typify those who are of the flesh. The whole world lies under the wicked one (1John 5:19) and the flesh cannot resist against the power of darkness. 

Gen. 14:6 “and the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the wilderness.” 

YLT: “and the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-Paran, which by the wilderness;”

Meaning of Words: “Horites”: cave-dweller, my white, my nobler; “Seir”: shaggy, rough; “El Paran”: the god of Paran;
Gen. 14:7 “Then they turned back and came to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar.” 

YLT: “and they turn back and come in unto En-Mishpat, which Kadesh, and smite the whole field of the Amalekite, and also the Amorite who is dwelling in Hazezon-Tamar.”

Meaning of Words: “En Mishpat”: spring of judgment, spring of righteousness; “Kadesh”: holy, separated; “Amalekites”: dwellers in the valley, militant men; “Hazezon Tamar”: prune the palm-tree; “Amorites”: dwellers in the mountain, remarkable;
Spiritual Meaning: these who were attacked by Chedorlaomer from verse five to seven were represented by the Amalekites in the Bible. The people of Israel will have war with Amalek from generation to generation (Ex. 17:16), which symbolizes that the flesh lusts against the Spirit (Gal. 5:17). 
Gen. 14:8 “And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the Valley of Siddim” 

YLT: “And the king of Sodom goeth out, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboim, and the king of Bela, which Zoar; and they set the battle in array with them in the valley of Siddim,”

Gen. 14:9 “against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar--four kings against five.” 

YLT: “with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goyim, and Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar; four kings with the five.”

Gen. 14:10 “Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains.” 

YLT: “And the valley of Siddim full of bitumen-pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah flee, and fall there, and those left have fled to the mountain.”

Literal Meaning: the five kings “joined together in the Valley of Siddim” (v.8), for it was “full of asphalt pits there”. They schemed to defend them by taking advantage of the natural geographical features, but they themselves “fall into the pits”. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) What man relies upon turns out to be his trap. 

  2) No matter people or things in the world, nothing is trustworthy. Only God is the best protector of men. 

Gen. 14:11 “Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way.” 

YLT: “And they take the whole substance of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the whole of their food, and go away;”

Literal Meaning: besides possessions and food, the four kings also took “souls” (see v.21). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The glory of all the nations is of Satan (Matt. 4:8-9).

  2) Many souls in the world are taken by the devil presumptuously (2Tim. 2:26). 

Gen. 14:12 “They also took Lot, Abram's brother's son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and departed.” 

YLT: “and they take Lot, Abram's brother's son (seeing he is dwelling in Sodom), and his substance, and go away.”

Spiritual Meaning: “Lot” typifies believers who fail; the devil takes not only unbelievers who are in the world but also believers who have failed. 

  “Lot, Abram's brother's son who dwelt in Sodom”, it reveals that if believers associate them with the sinful world, they will be taken by the devil and wallow in the evil tide. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) We believers shall not walk with or abide with the wicked ones (Ps. 1:1), or else we will suffer with them together. 

  2) Lot thought he had found the best dwelling-place (see Gen. 13:10-12), but suffered the worst consequence. 

  3) If we believers are enticed to seek the earthy reputation and position and wealth, we must expect to participate in earth’s convulsions and vicissitudes sooner or later. 

  4) Lot was separate from Abram for the sake of “possessions”, but then all his “possessions” were taken away. Unfortunately, Lot did not later learn the lesson, so his suffered the miserable consequence (see Gen. 19:23-38). 

Gen. 14:13 “Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; and they were allies with Abram.” 

YLT: “And one who is escaping cometh and declareth to Abram the Hebrew, and he is dwelling among the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner, and they Abram's allies.”

Meaning of Words: “Hebrew”: across the river, on the opposite side, of Eber; “Amorite”: inhabitants of the mountain, excellence; “Mamre”: power, strong, fertile; “Eshcol”: a bunch of grapes; “Aner”: young, bud, waterfall;
The Background: Abram was inhabited in the east of the river Euphrates originally, and then was called by God to go across the river and transplanted in the land of Canaan. Therefore, he was called the “Hebrew”. This is the first time that this name appears. And then this name is also used in the Israelites (Gen. 39:14, 17). 

Spiritual Meaning: God looks upon him who is of him (Lot) and arranges things or men (one who had escaped) to let others believers (Abram) know the message of brother’s captivity. 

  “Hebrew” typifies “those who have really been across the river”, namely, those who have been dead and have risen with Christ (Rom. 6:3-11) ---- put the old man to death and live to God by faith. Abram at that time was abiding in “Hebrew” (Gen. 13:18), which revealed that his spiritual condition, due to the sound fellowship with God (Hebrew), was strong and rich (“Mamre”) and his strength was renewed in rest (terebinth) (Is. 30:15). Only such men are able to stand firm in spiritual battles. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Without the rest in God through fellowship, believers cannot stand firm in spiritual battles. 

  2) We who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak (Rom. 15:1).

Gen. 14:14 “Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.” 

YLT: “And Abram heareth that his brother hath been taken captive, and he draweth out his trained domestics, three hundred and eighteen, and pursueth unto Dan.”

Meaning of Words: “Dan”: judge;
Literal Meaning: Abram took hundreds of trained servants to pursue the alliance of the four kings, which proved his love to man and faith in God, knowing that God would fight for him (Ex. 14:14).

Spiritual Meaning: “three hundred and eighteen”, some Bible expositors have related this number to the steward, Eliezer of Damascus (see v.15; 15:2). The sum of the letters of the name “Eliezer” in the original language is exactly three hundred and eighteen, and the name literally means “God is my help”, revealing that Abram went to pursue the enemies by the help of God.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Abram dared to attack a stronger force with a weak one, which was a manifest token that there was no fear in love (1John 4:18).  

  2) A brother is born for adversity (Pro. 17:17). A believer who has true love will be in no wise indifferent to another one who is in adversity (1John 3:17-18). 

  3) Though the achievements of a believer in terms of faith are individual, his feeling towards other members is not indifferent (1Cor. 12:26). It is not the right attitude for a normal Christian of enjoy spiritual glory alone. 

  4) Though Lot had wronged Abram, Abram still cared for his safety. Even though a brother had wronged us, when he was in tribulations, we have still readily to help him. 

  5) Do not constantly remember the fault of others. A fretful heart cannot pray for or battle for others. 

  6) Let believers appropriate the power of God by faith to be strong through His mighty strength (Eph. 6:10). 

  7) Let believers often equip themselves and their family members with the word of God (“trained servants who were born in his own house”) so that they will combat the good combat if necessary. 

Gen. 14:15 “He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus.” 

YLT: “And he divideth himself against them by night, he and his servants, and smiteth them, and pursueth them unto Hobah, which at the left of Damascus;”

Meaning of Words: “Damascus”: judge, he who knits up the mourning apparel, silent; “Hobah”: hidden place, beloved;
Literal Meaning: “by night”, it showed that he was so wise that he knew how to give a sudden attach under the covering of night. 

  “He…”, it indicated Abram was so bold and courageous that he confronted the enemies himself. 

“Divided his forces”, it revealed that he had order and strategy. .

“And pursued”, it unveiled that he was persistent and strong that he did not stop until the goal was achieved.

Gen. 14:16 “So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the people.” 

YLT: “and he bringeth back the whole of the substance, and also Lot his brother and his substance hath he brought back, and also the women and the people.”

Literal Meaning: this verse told us that his combat had purpose and result.

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) In the spiritual battle, we shall not run, as uncertainly, nor combat, as beating the air (1Cor. 9:26).

  2) If a believer can separate himself, he will be enabled to help the weak brothers to escape from difficulty. 

Gen. 14:17 “And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley), after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him.” 

YLT: “And the king of Sodom goeth out to meet him (after his turning back from the smiting of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings who with him), unto the valley of Shaveh, which the king's valley.”

Meaning of Words: “defeat”: smite; “Shaveh”: valley, plain;
Spiritual Meaning: both “Chedorlaomer” and “king of Sodom” are of the power of darkness (see v.1-2). The former is like the roaring loin (1Pet. 5:8), and the latter is like the guile serpent (Gen. 3:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Many believers can overcome the conspicuous works of the devil, but cannot discern the treacherous trap of the devil. 

  2) Let believers resist the wicked one by keeping steadfast in faith, and he will flee from us (1Pet. 5:9; James 4:7). 

  3) If Satan cannot defeat us by threat, he will deceive men as a serpent, transforming himself into an angel of light and a minister of righteousness (2Cor. 11:3, 13-15). 

  4) When we get spiritual victory (after his return from the defeat of …), let us watch, for the devil may scheme to stir up our pride of this life (meet him at the Valley of Shaveh). 

Gen. 14:18 “Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High.” 

YLT: “And Melchizedek king of Salem hath brought out bread and wine, and he priest of God Most High;”

Meaning of Words: “Salem”: peace, harmony, perfect; “Melchizedek”: the king of righteousness (Heb. 7:2);
Literal Meaning: “brought out bread and wine”, he brought gifts to the one who returned in victory. 

  “He was the priest of God Most High”, he served the only true God. 

Spiritual Meaning: “Melchizedek” typifies Jesus Christ, who has passed through the heavens and is our everlasting and perfect and righteous and “honorable High Priest” (Heb. 4:14; 7:11; Ps. 110:4).

  “Bread and wine”, both of them typify spiritual provision of life. The latter nourishes and feeds and strengthens us and the latter refreshes and revives and encourages us. 

  Note: Melchizedek did not come forth when Abram was in pursuit of Chedorlaomer, but when the king of Sodom met Abram, which showed that:

1) The Lord’s service of intercession has both hidden and open aspects. 

2) The real spiritual crisis of believers does not lie in the sharp confrontation with the devil, but in the alluring deception of the devil.

3) Believers may become slack in spirit after the victory of combat. If they are not seasonably restored, they may be taken advantage of by the devil. 

Enlightenment in the Word: it is a good chance of being renewed in strength for believers to participate in the bread-breaking gathering in remembrance of the Lord. 

Gen. 14:19 “And he blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;” 

YLT: “and he blesseth him, and saith, `Blessed Abram to God Most High, possessing heaven and earth;”

Spiritual Meaning: Melchizedek blessed Abram, which brought Abram into deeper knowledge of God: 1) “Possessor of heaven and earth”, it particularly means that he governs all possessions; 2) “God Most High”, it unveils that God is higher above all. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The “Possessor of heaven and earth” is the source of all blessings of heaven and earth. 

  2) If believers focus their eyes upon the “Possessor of heaven and earth”, the gift of the king of Sodom (v.21) ---- the devil’s temptation ---- will definitely lose its charm. 

  3) Many believers only honor God who is the Lord of “heaven”, but they have not lived for God “on the earth”. Therefore, the will of God has not been done as in heaven as upon the earth (Matt. 6:10). 

  4) If believers can really stand firm for God, not only the heaven but also the earth will be theirs. 

Gen. 14:20 “And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe of all.” 

YLT: “and blessed God Most High, who hath delivered thine adversaries into thy hand;' and he giveth to him a tenth of all.”

Literal Meaning: “God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand”, it indicated that Abram did not conquer through himself, but God. 

  “All” refers to all the spoils of the war. 

Spiritual Meaning: Abram offered the tithe to the priest of God Most High, showing that he confessed that he ascribed his victory to the intercession of the High Priest and the reward of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: believers shall also, by offering, express their gratitude to the Lord’s love and God’s graciousness (2Cor. 5:14-15; 8:1-2)

Gen. 14:21 “Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the goods for yourself."” 

YLT: “And the king of Sodom saith unto Abram, `Give to me the persons, and the substance take to thyself,'”

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The devil often uses wealth as bait to gain man’s soul. However, for what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul (Matt. 16:26).

  2) The love of money is root of every evil. Many times, the superfluous money is the source of believers’ temptation and failure (1Tim. 6:10).

  3) Wealth often entices believers to trust in the uncertain riches instead of God who gives us all things richly to enjoy (1Tim. 6:17).

Gen. 14:22 “But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth,” 

YLT: “and Abram saith unto the king of Sodom, `I have lifted up my hand unto Jehovah, God Most High, possessing heaven and earth --”

Literal Meaning: Abram here mentioned “the LORD, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth” in the light of the word of Melchizedek when he blessed him (see v.19), which showed that the word of Melchizedek was efficacious in him. 

  “Raised my hand”, it unveiled that his was faithful and loyal to God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The words that I speak to you are spirit and they are life (John. 6:63). The word of the Lord can enable us to overcome the temptations of the enemy (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10).

  2) If believers can really know He is “the LORD, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth” and turn their eyes upon Him, the glory of this age will lose its charm.

  3) Let believers “life up their” holy “hands” and pray everywhere (1Tim. 2:8).

Gen. 14:23 “that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, "I have made Abram rich'--” 

YLT: “from a thread even unto a shoe-latchet I take not of anything which thou hast, that thou say not, I -- I have made Abram rich;”

Literal Meaning: “from a thread to a sandal strap”, here it refers to worthless and trivial things. Abram refused to receive any material wealth from the sinful power, which showed not only his trust in God but also his principle of the acceptance or rejection of earthly riches. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Let believers not expect to receive anything from the world except for what is given by God. 

  2) He who has real faith in God will be assured that God Himself is his own possession. 

  3) There is no limit to man’s pursuit towards wealth. He who is rich is eager to be richer. It is a real manifest token of a man’s fear of God of knowing “how to reject what should be rejected and accept what should be accepted”. 

  4) The men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful against God (see 13:13). In regard to the possessions relating to sins, let believers keep an attitude of “not receiving” for fear of humiliating the testimony of the Lord. 

  5) “Satan” is the one who accuses brothers day and night (Rev. 12:10). Therefore, let us not leave him any thing to accuse (“lest you should say”).

Gen. 14:24 “except only what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion."” 

YLT: “save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who have gone with me -- Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre -- they take their portion.'”

Literal Meaning: this verse showed that Abram dealt with things in a decent way without meddling in the personal choices of others. 

Spiritual Meaning: each believer receives his own measure of faith and grace from God (Rom. 12:3; Eph. 4:7). Therefore, as the Lord has divided to each, as God had called each, so let him walk (1Cor. 7:17). Do not inflict one’s own principle of conduct upon others (Rom. 14:1-6). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Let believers not impose difficult tasks on others, nor force others to be like them. 

  2) Devotion of everyone to the Lord is the affair between each believer himself and the Lord. Every believer shall only care for his own devotion to the Lord rather than meddle in that of others to the Lord. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Spiritual Battle

A. Lot’s captive (v.1-12);

1. If believers live in the sinful environment (Sodom), they are probably captivated by Satan (Chedorlaomer).

2. If believers cannot overcome trivial sins, they will be captivated severe sins sooner or later. 

B. Abram saved Lot (v.13-16);

1. We who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak (Rom. 15:1).

2. He overcame the conspicuous enemies (the four kings).

C. Melchizedek blessed Abram (v.18-20):

1. The victory in the combat is ascribed to the intercession and provision of the High Priest (Christ). 

2. Give the glory of victory to God (give tithe). 

D. Abram refused the possessions of Sodom (v.17, 21-24):

1. He overcame the pretended enemies (the earthly possessions).

2. He overcame the pride of heart (do not make any decision for others). 

Examples of Abram

A. Who fought for the brother by love (v.13-14);

B. Who overcame the king of this world by faith (v.15-16);

C. Who gave tithe to God by a grateful heart (v.18-20);

D. Who refused to be defiled by the worldly corruption in the fear of God (v.21-23);

E. Who honored the right of others by a sensible heart (v.24);

Genesis Chapter Fifteen
I. Content of the Chapter

God Made a Covenant with Abram

A. God promised the offspring to Abram (v.1-5);

B. Abram was justified by faith (v.6);

C. God revealed the sign of the inheritance to Abram (v.7-11);

D. God prophesied that the offspring of Abram would suffer in the land of Egypt (v.12-16);

E. God made a covenant with Abram (v.17-21);

II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 15:1 “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward."” 

YLT: “After these things hath the word of Jehovah been unto Abram in a vision, saying, `Fear not, Abram, I a shield to thee, thy reward exceeding great.'”

Literal Meaning: “after these things”, though it was a common opening remark in the narration of the Hebrew, it still referred to the returning of Abram after his victory and being received (see Gen. 14:13-24). 

  “The LORD came to Abram in a vision”, God revealed to men by two ways: 1) By direct speaking; 2) By visions; sometimes, man could not understand man even though God had spoken once to twice. God will seal His instruction upon man in a vision of the night (Job 33:14-16). 

  “Do not be afraid”, Probably Abram was afraid that the four kings came back for revenge. 

“I am your shield”, shield is used to resist the arrows and swords, so here it means that “I will protect you”.

“Your exceedingly great reward”, Abram was unwilling to receive the possessions of the wicked, the king of Sodom (Gen. 14:21-23). Therefore, God rewarded Abram with Himself.

God is the shield, who resists against the assault of the enemy. And God is the reward, who recompenses all that we have lost for His sake. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) There are more than fifty verses in the Bible that encourage us “not to be afraid”, for fear is a herald of failure. The deceit of the devil is to make believers fall into fear. 

  2) If our faith in God diminishes, we will be increasingly afraid of something. However, the manifestation and word of God can most stimulate the faith of believers to save them from fear. 

  3) When we are in fear, the most important thing is to have close fellowship with God though reading the Scriptures and prayers. We will have peace and joy when we receive the ongoing word of God in His countenance. 

  4) God is the protector of believers (Ps. 121:1-8). Since we have God Himself to be our shield, what then shall we fear?

  5) The Lord Himself will be the protector and reward to those who exalt and magnify the Lord. 

  6) My goodness is nothing apart from God (Ps. 16:2). 

  7) If we can forsake the world absolutely, God will grant himself to us to be our enjoyment and portion. This reward is exceedingly great, for He excels in all the goodness of the world. 

Gen. 15:2 “But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"” 

YLT: “And Abram saith, `Lord Jehovah, what dost Thou give to me, and I am going childless? and an acquired son in my house is Demmesek Eliezer.'”

Meaning of Words: “Damascus”: burning; “Eliezer”: the help of God;
The Background: it had been ten years (Gen. 16:3) since God promised Abram innumerable offspring to Abram (Gen. 13:16). But he still had no son at this time. 

  “And the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus”, according to the ancient records, one who has no son can appoint another male servant to be his heir or overseer of inheritance. 

Literal Meaning: “Lord GOD”, it shows that God is the Lord and the governor. 

“What will You give me, seeing I go childless”, since I have no child, the possession You have given to me will be given to others, and what’s the profit to me?

“Eliezer of Damascus”, he was a bondman brought by Abram from Damascus. Probably, Eliezer was just the elder servant of Abram’s house, who ruled over all that he had and went to Haran to choose the spouse for Isaac (Gen. 24:2). 

Spiritual Meaning: “Eliezer of Damascus” typifies “the possession of man”.
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Man’s faith is easily influenced by environment. And if it is still fruitless after a long time, the faith is easily moved. 

  2) Man’s faith cannot endure long. When the faith is weak, man may think of replacing the things God has promised with his own things. 

Gen. 15:3 “Then Abram said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!"” 

YLT: “And Abram saith, `Lo, to me Thou hast not given seed, and lo, a domestic doth heir me.'”

Literal Meaning: “indeed one born in my house”, it refers to the male servant in his house. 

“Heir”, the son who is appointed to inherit the possessions of the house when he has grown up; here Abram intended to appoint Eliezer to be his heir since he had no son.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Men in the world often have no idea where to pour out their complaint. Believers, however, can pour out all their troubles and intents of heart to God. 

  2) We often replace the divine life and disposition with our natural virtue and ability. 

Gen. 15:4 “And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir."” 

YLT: “And lo, the word of Jehovah unto him, saying, `This doth not heir thee; but he who cometh out from thy bowels, he doth heir thee;'”

Literal Meaning: “this one shall not be your heir”, God denied Abram’s suggest that he would appoint Eliezer of Damascus to be his heir (see v.2-3).

“But one who will come from your own body shall be your heir”, God wanted Abram to believe that He can do things that are utterly impossible in human sight. 

Spiritual Meaning: this verse symbolizes that only the work of God done by the life of God, not anything of believers, no matter how good it is, can have part in the portion of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The greatest love and the highest portion of God to us is that He calls us His children (1John 3:1). 

  2) Believers can enjoy all the spiritual possessions of God by living in the divine life rather than the natural life. 

Gen. 15:5 “Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."” 

YLT: “and He bringeth him out without, and saith, `Look attentively, I pray thee, towards the heavens, and count the stars, if thou art able to count them;' and He saith to him, `Thus is thy seed.'”

Meaning of Words: “descendants”: seed;
Literal Meaning: “so shall your descendants be”, it means that your descendants shall be as innumerable as the stars in the heaven. 

Spiritual Meaning: “stars” refer to his descendants of his faith, namely, believers;

  “Descendants”, in the original language, it is “seed”, who refers to one person, namely, Christ (Gal. 3:16). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Believers have to be brought by God out of the narrow situations and experiences and views to a wider sphere (“outside”) so as to see the heavenly vision. 

  2) The devil makes us bend down to see the earth, but God asks us to lift up our head to look toward the heaven. Let us turn our eyes from the earth to the heaven (Col. 3:2). 

  3) If believers often look unto and number and set their mind upon the heavenly things, it will be of a great help to their faith. 

  4) The position and nature of believers are just like the stars ---- heavenly and superior and shining upon the dark world. 

  5) The fruits of man’s faith will be as innumerable as stars in the heaven. 

  6) Seriously speaking, only Christ Himself can inherit the possession of God and fulfill the purpose of God. We believers are merely vessels of God to manifest Christ. 

Gen. 15:6 “And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.” 

YLT: “And he hath believed in Jehovah, and He reckoneth it to him -- righteousness.”

Literal Meaning: “he believed in the LORD”, the etymon of the word “believe” is “amen”. Abram “amen”ed the word of God, and said “yes” to God. 

  “He accounted it to him for righteousness”, God justified on account of his faith only, not his works. This is the first time in the Scriptures of indicating the way of salvation to men. Man has no righteousness at all (Ps. 51:5; Rom. 3:23). If one is justified before God, it must be that God has given his own righteousness to him. And man can only obtain such righteousness by “faith” in God. 

Spiritual Meaning: Abram believed the seed in the word of God, namely, Jesus Christ who would come. Therefore, it was accounted to him for righteousness because of the faith of Christ. Abram was justified because of believing the Christ who would come, and we are justified because of believing the Christ who has come (Rom. 4:23-24). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If we believe the testimony borne by God concerning Jesus, it will also be reckoned to us as righteousness (Rom. 4:3, 9, 13, 18-25; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23). 

  2) All those who are on the principle of faith are Abraham’s sons. And they will also be justified and blessed with Abraham (Gal. 3:7-9). 

  3) It is the faith of believers, not their works, that most pleases God. 

  4) All the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen (2Cor. 1:20). 

Gen. 15:7 “Then He said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it."” 

YLT: “And He saith unto him, `I Jehovah who brought thee out from Ur of the Chaldees, to give to thee this land to possess it;'”

Literal Meaning: God revealed His being and works and will to Abram:

  1) “I am the LORD”, it is the being of God. “LORD” means “I AM THAT I AM”. Whatever man needs, He is it. Only the LORD can deal with all the needs of man. 

  2) “Who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans”, it is the works of God. The status and position of Abram at this time are due to the works of God. 

3) “To give you this land to inherit it”, it reveals the will of God. God called him out of the land of idols for the purpose of giving him the land of Canaan to inherit it. 

Spiritual Meaning: “this land” refers to the land of Canaan, which typifies Christ. God has called us for a particular purpose of giving us His son Jesus Christ as our inheritance. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God will not lead us in the beginning and then give up halfway. Since He is the beginning, He will definitely fulfill His works to the end. 

  2) It is by full reliance on God that we can be separated from the world and be delivered from the land of idols 

  3) Since God has saved us, He will surely take the full responsibility of us, for He is the LORD ---- He can deal with all our situations. 

  4) Christ is believers’ land of Canaan. Let us live and walk in this “land” and keep it to yield production to be the joy of both God and men. 

Gen. 15:8 “And he said, "Lord GOD, how shall I know that I will inherit it?"” 

YLT: “and he saith, `Lord Jehovah, whereby do I know that I possess it?'”
Literal Meaning: Abram wanted to know how he would inherit the land of Canaan. This was not tempting God nor lacking in faith of God, but seeking a sign. God did not rebuke his question. Sometimes, God allowed men to seek the sign of His promises because of human weakness (Judge 6:17, 36-40).  

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God pleases that those who are of Him ask Him (Ps. 27:4, 8). 

  2) Our faith has its foundation, through which we can “know” the fruit of faith. 

Gen. 15:9 “So He said to him, "Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."” 

YLT: “And He saith unto him, `Take for Me a heifer of three years, and a she-goat of three years, and a ram of three years, and a turtle-dove, and a young bird;'”
Literal Meaning: “three-year-old” shows it is young and strong. Later, the Israelites offered the sacrifices to God by these five animals ---- cattle, goat, sheep, turtledove and pigeon (see Lev. Chap.1-5). 

  “Turtledove and pigeon” are offered by those who are weak (Lev. 5:7). 

Spiritual Meaning: all these sacrifices typify Christ ---- He is full of the resurrected (“three”) life of God and is set as a propitiation (Rom. 3:25) to remove the sin of the world (John 1:29) and reconcile both God and men (Eph. 2:16). He died and has resurrected and then ascended into the heaven (“turtledove and pigeon”). Now He lives in believers and works to fulfill the will of God (Phil. 2:13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Whatever we have done in the light of the word of God, we do “for God” (“bring me”).

  2) Whatever we shall offer to God, it should be the best (“three-year-old”).

  3) Let us offer ourselves to God when we are young and strong rather than come to serve God when we get old and weak. 

  4) Even though we are weak, we can offer turtledove and pigeon. If there is first a willing mind, it is accepted (2Cor. 8:12). 

Gen. 15:10 “Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds in two.” 

YLT: “and he taketh to him all these, and separateth them in the midst, and putteth each piece over against its fellow, but the bird he hath not divided;”

The Background: in the ancient times, when both sides made a covenant, they cut the animals into two and placed each piece opposite the other, and then both sides passed between the animals to promise that they would fulfill the covenant (Jer. 34:18-19). Such rule suggested that if either side failed to keep the covenant, he would be cut into two pieces like the animals. 
Literal Meaning: “cut them in two, down the middle”, they were cut down the middle, which represented the both sides that made the covenant. 

“He did not cut the birds in two”, probably, it was because the birds were two small (Lev. 1:17). 

Spiritual Meaning: “cut them in two, down the middle”, it typifies the death of Christ’s crucifixion. 

“And placed each piece opposite the other”, it is the display of the death of the cross (1Cor. 11:26), testifying that we shall also die with Christ (Gal. 2:20). 

“But he did not cut the birds in two”, it typifies the risen life of Christ, which makes us fly unto the heavenly sphere and lead the heavenly life with Him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Whatever we have presented to God, all should be dealt with by the cross (“cut them in two, down the middle”) and put to death and then live for God (Rom. 14:8). 

  2) Cross is the dividing line of the flesh and the spiritual, and the earthly and the heavenly. Only through crucifixion with the Lord, can we obtain the assurance that we have obtained the spiritual inheritance in the heaven. 

Gen. 15:11 “And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.” 

YLT: “and the ravenous birds come down upon the carcases, and Abram causeth them to turn back.”

Literal Meaning: “vulture”: the fierce and savage birds ---- the bird of prey, such as eagle, falcon, etc. 

Spiritual Meaning: “vultures” typify the wicked one (see Matt. 13:4, 19), namely, the spiritual of wickedness in the heavenlies (Eph. 6:12). 

  “Came down on the carcasses”, it typifies that Satan schemes to destroy the works of the cross. 

“Abram drove them away”, it typifies that the devil will flee us as long as we believers resist against him (James. 4:7). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Satan uses any trick to rob whatever we have offered to God. 

  2) Let us take heed of what we have offered to God (e.g. though we have devoted our children to God, we shall still nourish them and look after them carefully), lest they should be robbed by the devil. 

  3) The worst trick of the devil is to induce believers not to walk by faith, but by works so that believers cannot enjoy the effect of the cross of Christ. 

  4) Let us imitate the example of the father of faith, Abraham, to resist the devil with steadfast faith (1Pet. 5:9), and he will be driven away. 

Gen. 15:12 “Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him.” 

YLT: “And the sun is about to go in, and deep sleep hath fallen upon Abram, and lo, a terror of great darkness is falling upon him;”

Literal Meaning: “a deep sleep fell upon Abram”, it indicated that he did not passed between the sacrifices (see v.17). Therefore, it was a one-sided covenant by God, because man had only the willingness of faithfulness, but no ability of faithfulness. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The night is far spent and the day is at hand. It is high time to awake out of sleep (Rom. 13:11-12). 

  2) In the world we have tribulations, but in the Lord we have peace (John 16:33). 

  3) Believers may go through the tribulations of the cross after receiving the salvation of the cross, which makes us feel like being in the spiritual night (“the sun was going down”) and make us deeply realize our weakness and powerlessness (“a deep sleep fell upon Abram”) so that we dare not to live by ourselves, but God who raises the dead (2Cor. 1:9). 

Gen. 15:13 “Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years.” 

YLT: “and He saith to Abram, `knowing -- know that thy seed is a sojourner in a land not theirs, and they have served them, and they have afflicted them four hundred years,”
Literal Meaning: “your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs”, the people of Egypt came down to Egypt. 

“And will serve them”, build the store-cities by burning bricks for Pharaoh (Ex. 1:8-14).

“Four hundred years”, it is an approximate number. The people of Israel lived in Egypt for four hundred and thirty years (Ex. 12:40).

Spiritual Meaning: “four hundred years”: four times ten and ten, which symbolizes the earthly fullness ---- the fullness of the time in the sight of God (Gal. 4:4; Eph. 1:10). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The heir of God shall obtain the inheritance through the way of sufferings. 

  2) Before our faith is proved, we have to undergo the deprivation and trial of the cross (sojourning, serving and being evil treated). However, no matter how long it is, tribulations will pass one day. 

  3) If we suffer with Christ together, we will be glorified with Christ together (Rom. 8:17). 

Gen. 15:14 “And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great possessions.” 

YLT: “and the nation also whom they serve I judge, and after this they go out with great substance;”

Literal Meaning: just as it was prophesied, God then gave ten plagues to punish Egypt by Moses. And the Israelites took the gold and silver and possessions of Egyptians when the left there (Ex. 11:2-3; 12:35-36). And probably these gold and silver and materials were later used to make the tent of meeting (Ex. 25:3).

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The way of the cross leads to the mighty deliverance of God.

  2) After the tribulations of the cross, believers will obtain a lot of precious spiritual possessions, which are profitable to the building of the church and to the fellow works with God.

Gen. 15:15 “Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.” 

YLT: “and thou -- thou comest in unto thy fathers in peace; thou art buried in a good old age;”

Literal Meaning: “be at a good old age”, Abraham was one hundred and seventy-five when he died (Gen. 25:7). 

  “Go to your fathers”, it does not mean his body would be buried in the sepulcher of his fathers, but that his spirit would be gathered to the hell (Gen. 25:8-9). 

Gen. 15:16 “But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete."” 

YLT: “and the fourth generation doth turn back hither, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.'”

The Background: “the Amorites”, they worshipped many gods and idols and burned their children as offerings and used divination and used auguries, which were abominations to God (Deut. 18:9-12). 

Literal Meaning: “the fourth generation”, according to the background at that time, a man bore his first son when he was about one hundred years, so a generation equaled to one hundred years. And the fourth generation related to four hundred years (see v.13). Besides, from the generation of Levite who went down to Egypt with Jacob to the generation of the Israelites brought out of Egypt by Moses, it was exactly four generations according to genealogy (Ex. 6:16-20). 

  “For the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete”, the Amorites represented all the aboriginal people of the land of Canaan. Here it indicates that God is righteous, who will punish sins, and He is merciful, who waits for the repentance of the world patiently and carries out the judgment upon those who are unwilling to repent till the fullness of time. 

Spiritual Meaning: the Amorites represent the people in the land of Canaan, typifying the flesh, the old man. When the iniquity of the Amorites was complete, the judgment of God would be upon our flesh. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God is so patient toward sinners that He gives them chances to repent (2Pet. 3:9).

  2) Whenever our flesh is purified by the cross, our faith will be proved so that we are enabled to fully enjoy the spiritual inheritances in the heavens. 

Gen. 15:17 “And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.” 

YLT: “And it cometh to pass -- the sun hath gone in, and thick darkness hath been -- and lo, a furnace of smoke, and a lamp of fire, which hath passed over between those pieces.”

Literal Meaning: “a smoking oven” and “a burning torch” were just like the “pillar of cloud” and “the pillar of fire” (Ex. 13:21), which presented the presence of God. Here it revealed that “God” along passed between the sacrifices and He alone would fulfill the covenant and take all the responsibilities. 

Spiritual Meaning: “the sun went down and it was dark”, it typifies that the present age is the night in darkness (Rom. 13:12).

“A smoking oven”, it typifies the trial of the tribulations of the cross and the manifestation of God’s righteousness. 

“A burning torch”, it typifies the light of the Spirit and the salvation by the merciful hand of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The experience of the cross is the foundation of believers’ whole spiritual life. Without cross, without true life. 

  2) The experience of the cross is tribulations first and then glory (Rom. 8:17). It is the trial of the death first and then light of resurrection (2Cor. 4:10).

  3) The Father of spirits chastens us through tribulations for our profit that we may be partakers of His holiness (Heb. 12:10).

  4) Believers shall first bear the trial of oven and then enjoy the torch of salvation. The darker the smoke of the oven is, the lighter the fire of God’s salvation will be.

  5) When the cross works in us, the blemishes and spots of us will be removed. Then the Spirit will shine in us so that we will know the earnest of the inheritance (Eph. 1:14, 17-18).  

Gen. 15:18 “On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates--” 

YLT: “In that day hath Jehovah made with Abram a covenant, saying, `To thy seed I have given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Phrat,”

Meaning of Words: “made a covenant”: cut the covenant;
Literal Meaning: “I have given”, it showed that the covenant had been made. God had promised previously (see v.7), and here He passed through the sacrifices. And He would keep His promise, which was finally fulfilled till the age of Solomon (1King 4:21, 24; 2Chr. 9:26).

  This verse reveals us that Abram knew He would possess the land of Canaan for he knew God had passed through the sacrifices and guaranteed him according to His faithfulness. 

Gen. 15:19 “the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites,” 

YLT: “with the Kenite, and the Kenizzite, and the Kadmonite,”

Meaning of Words: “Kenites”: ironsmith, of Cain; “Kenezzites”: descendant of Kenaz; “Kadmonites”: the eastern people, ancient;
Gen. 15:20 “the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,” 

YLT: “and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Rephaim,”

Meaning of Words: “Hittites”: horror; “Perizzites”: inhabitant of the open country, uncivil; “Rephaim”: giant, strong, dead one;
Gen. 15:21 “the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites."” 

YLT: “and the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Girgashite, and the Jebusite.'”

Meaning of Words: “Amorites”: publicity, mountaineer, eloquence; “Canaanites”: the lower land; “Girgashites”: close to the nations; “Jebusites”: threshing-place, trodden;
Literal Meaning: from verse nineteen to twenty-one, ten nations were listed here. In fact, there were more than ten nations that lived in the land. The number of “ten” in the Bible represents “entireness”. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Promises of God to Abram

A. God promised to be his shield (v.1) ---- for he had fear; 

B. God promised to be his reward (v.1) ---- for he refused the possessions of the king of Sodom;

C. God promised to give him an heir (v.4) ---- for he desired to have his heir;

D. God promised to give him the land of Canaan to inherit it (v.7) ---- for he obeyed the calling of God;

E. Abram was justified by faith (v.6) ---- for he received the promise of God by faith alone;

Proofs that Abram Obtained the Promised Land 

A. He prepared the sacrifices (v.9) ---- believe Jesus Christ;

B. He cut the sacrifices in two, down the middle (v.10) ---- receive the death of Jesus;

C. He drove away the vultures (v.11) ---- resist against the devil;

D. God alone passed through the sacrifices (v.17) ---- rely on the almighty God, not oneself;

Prophecies of God to Abram

A. Your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs (v.13);

B. They will serve them (v.13);

C. The people of that land will afflict them four hundred years (v.13);

D. God will punish the nation whom they serve (v.14);

E. They shall come out with great possessions (v.14);

F. Abram shall go to his fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age (v.15);

G. in the fourth generation they shall return here (v.16);

The Beginning and Process and Perfection of Faith

A. Faith begins from the word of God (v.1);

B. Faith is on account of the revelation of the heavenly vision (v.5);

C. Faith is to receive Christ whom God has revealed (v.5-6);

D. Faith is to receive the death of the cross of Christ (v.9-10);

E. Faith can resist the assault of the devil (v.11);

F. Faith should undergo the trial of the cross (v.12-16);

G. Faith shall be perfected by God (v.17);

Genesis Chapter Sixteen
I. Content of the Chapter

Abram Took Hagar as His Wife

A. Sarai proposed Abram to marry Hagar (v.1-3);

B. Conflicts between Sarai and Hagar (v.4-6);

C. Hagar escaped and returned (v.7-14);

D. Hagar begot Ishmael (v.15-16);
II. Verse by Verse Commentary

Gen. 16:1 “Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar.” 

YLT: “And Sarai, Abram's wife, hath not borne to him, and she hath an handmaid, an Egyptian, and her name Hagar;”
Meaning of Words: “Hagar”: sojourn, wander, escape;
The Backgroud: “and she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar”, this maidservant Hagar was possibly one of the female servants given by Pharaoh when Abram went down to Egypt (Gen. 12:16).  
Literal Meaning: “Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children”, God had promised Abram to give him descendants (Gen. 12:7), declaring that one who would come from Abram’s own body shall be his heir (Gen. 15:4). However, his wife Sarai was barren. 
“And she had an … maidservant”, here Abram was faced with a potential crisis ---- since God did not clearly point that the son ought to be borne by Sarai, the young maidservant at that time seemed to become the substituted wife at hand.  
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Though our faith is out of the word of God, our circumstance tends to be opposite to the word we believe. This is the trial of God to our faith.   
  2) The object of faith is God rather than environment. However, man is easily to turn their eyes to environments from God. 

  3) The past failure (the Egyptian maidservant, Hagar) may become the net of failure again. 
Gen. 16:2 “So Sarai said to Abram, "See now, the LORD has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her." And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai.” 

YLT: “and Sarai saith unto Abram, `Lo, I pray thee, Jehovah hath restrained me from bearing, go in, I pray thee, unto my handmaid; perhaps I am built up from her;' and Abram hearkeneth to the voice of Sarai.”
Literal Meaning: the ancient Hebrew women were ashamed of barrenness (Gen. 20:23), so Sarai here intended to solve this problem in her own way. 

  “Go in to”, it is different from the other word “know” (Gen. 4:1), which means that the husband and the wife know each other and have deep fellowship with each other. Here “go in to” only means a man “enters into” the house of a woman. 

  “Obtain children”, the house would be built, which meant that Sarai would obtain children under her name so that she could lift up her head before all. 

  When the promise of God was not fulfilled yet, temptations strike earlier. The stratagem of Sarai seemed to be effective in obtaining children immediately. However, it brought about endless conflicts to the whole family (see v.4-6; Gen. 21:9-10) as well as many troubles to the descendants. 
Spiritual Meaning: “Sarai said to Abram”, concerning spiritual principles, Sarai here made the same mistakes with Eve who gave the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil to Adam (Gen. 3:6) ---- the woman lets her head uncovered, which typifies that man proposes his means to help God to fulfill His will. That is to say, man works without the covering of God. In the Garden of Eden, Eve caused the fall of man. And here Sarai caused the fall of the called people. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God’s promises need not to be fulfilled by man’s flesh. 
  2) Once man’s faith gets weak, he will turn to his own way. However, we should not help God by our own ways, for the flesh and lusts cannot fulfill the promises of God. 

  3) Though the purpose of Sarai and Abram was good, their way was not good. We shall not achieve good purpose by wrong way. 

  4) Let believers trust in God with whole heart rather than trust in man’s shoulder or human wisdom. 

  5) Since man has known the present circumstance is because of God ---- “the LORD has restrained me from bearing children”, let him be contented with the present situation and thank God: for so it seemed good in Your sight (Matt. 11:26).

  6) God does not see whether we do right, but by which we do. Even though things that man has done by himself are seemingly good, they can still not satisfy God’s heart. 

  7) Indeed, believers shall keep the same mind (Rom. 15:5). However, it is too dangerous that two tempt God in the same mind (Acts 5:9). 
Gen. 16:3 “Then Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan.” 

YLT: “And Sarai, Abram's wife, taketh Hagar the Egyptian, her handmaid, at the end of the tenth year of Abram's dwelling in the land of Canaan, and giveth her to Abram her husband, to him for a wife,”
Literal Meaning: Abram was seventy-five when he left Haran (Gen. 12:4), so he was eighty-five at this time. He became old after ten years. Even though he had not seen the fulfillment of God’s promise, his faith was still not weak (Rom. 4:19) and wanted to help God to fulfill His promise. 
Spiritual Meaning: “her maid, the Egyptian”, there are at least six times of mentioning her status of “maid”, for Hagar typifies the law that binds men and enslaves men (Gal. 4:23-25). Abram received Hagar as his wife, which typified that he wanted to fulfill the will of God by law in flesh (Gal. 3:3). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Since we have begun in Spirit, we should not be made perfect in flesh.
  2) The whole-hearted trust in God of a man is much more important than the length of days of his waiting for God. He that truly believes in God by heart will not make haste (Is. 28:16). 
Gen. 16:4 “So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes.” 

YLT: “and he goeth in unto Hagar, and she conceiveth, and she seeth that she hath conceived, and her mistress is lightly esteemed in her eyes.”
Literal Meaning: “her mistress became despised in her eyes”, the dignity of Sarai was trampled by the main, the Egyptian. This was also the chastening of God to Sarai. God dealt with her by Hagar and made her repent. 
Spiritual Meaning: “Hagar” typifies the law which represents the requirements of God.

  “So he went in to Hagar”, it typifies that man desires to answer the requirements of God and please God by flesh.

“And she conceived”, it typifies that the flesh of man come into operation.
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) He who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption (Gal. 6:8).
  2) He who devices for himself shall eat of the fruit of his way. 

  3) Flesh cannot work for God and will bring sorrows. 

  4) Man is easy to become haughty because of being favored, thus causing many interpersonal problems. 

  5) He who has conceived something (“conceived”) (e.g.: he who has a lot of spiritual knowledge) may easily despise others. 

  6) Man’s haughtiness lies in his heart. Even though others cannot see it, in certain cases, it will be clearly exposed. 
Gen. 16:5 “Then Sarai said to Abram, "My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. The LORD judge between you and me."” 

YLT: “And Sarai saith unto Abram, `My violence for thee; I -- I have given mine handmaid into thy bosom, and she seeth that she hath conceived, and I am lightly esteemed in her eyes; Jehovah doth judge between me and thee.'”
Literal Meaning: Sarai meant it was Abram that indulged Hagar and failed to restrain her so that she treated Sarai in this way and Abram would not be approved by God because he indulged Hagar. 
Spiritual Meaning: the two women of Sarai and Hagar represent two covenants (Gal. 4:24). The former represents the covenant of promise, according to which God has promised man something, so this covenant is characterized by God’s works and man’s enjoyment ---- which is essentially a covenant of grace. The latter represents the covenant of law, according to which man has to answer the requirements of God by works, so this covenant is characterized by God’s requirements and man’s works ---- which is essentially a covenant of law. 

  Since we believers have received the covenant of grace, we are under grace (Rom. 6:14-15). If we still want to work to help God by flesh, we have put us under the covenant of law. Thus, there will be difficulties concerning the two covenants and the cross of Christ is made vain (1Cor. 1:17-18). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If we have done wrong, we are prone to impute it to others.  
  2) He who is self-righteous likes to justify him in the name of God, for he has seen the faults of others, not that of himself. 

  3) We often ignore to ask God in our walking. However, once there is a problem, we ask God to make judgment. 

  4) Let believers pray for God’s enlightenment humbly and be bold to confess faults and wait for the deliverance of God at rest. 
Gen. 16:6 “So Abram said to Sarai, "Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you please." And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence.” 

YLT: “And Abram saith unto Sarai, `Lo, thine handmaid in thine hand, do to her that which is good in thine eyes;' and Sarai afflicted her, and she fleeth from her presence.”
Literal Meaning: Abram received the rectification of Sarai and confessed that Hagar was under Sarai. Therefore, Sarai ruled Hagar harshly so that she escaped for she could not bear it. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) It is distressing of the “harsh treatment” of others, and even a facial expression may trouble a man. The worst thing in the church is that a brother treats harshly another one. 
  2) Hatred divides men (“fled”). Only love gains and edifies. 

  3) The law is merely a shadow, and the body is Christ (Col. 2:7). Since Christ has come, the law shall shirk (the original meaning of the name of “Hagar”). 
Gen. 16:7 “Now the Angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur.” 

YLT: “And a messenger of Jehovah findeth her by the fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way Shur,”
Meaning of Words: “Shur”: travel, wall, bulwark;
Literal Meaning: “the Angel of the LORD”, in the Bible, such name often refers to the Lord Jesus, for He is the One sent by God (John 3:17). Therefore, he often speaks in the first person as God. 

  “Shur”, it is a land near Egypt, which is close to the Suez Canal now. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Though the world is as waste and dry as the wilderness, the Lord’s presence will bring the provision of water. Whenever we meet God, we will obtain the supply of living water. 
  2) Many times we do not seek Him deliberately, He comes to seek us and meet us. 
Gen. 16:8 “And He said, "Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you come from, and where are you going?" She said, "I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai."” 

YLT: “and he saith, `Hagar, Sarai's handmaid, whence hast thou come, and whither dost thou go?' and she saith, `From the presence of Sarai, my mistress, I am fleeing.'”
Literal Meaning: “Hagar, Sarai's maid”, here it was reminding Hagar that she had to recognize her status and surrender herself to Sarai. 
“Where have you come from, and where are you going?" And this was reminding her that even though she fled from the authority of man, she could not flee from the authority of God. 
"I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai”, here Hagar confessed that Sarai was her nistress, so she obtained further indication from God. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) One has to firstly realize that he is “under the authority of man” so that he can realize the origin of the authority ---- God (Matt. 8:8-10). 
  2) All believers are bought by a price. Therefore, we are not of ourselves (1Cor. 6:19-20), but bondservants of the Lord (“maid”). 
Gen. 16:9 “The Angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress, and submit yourself under her hand."” 

YLT: “And the messenger of Jehovah saith to her, `Turn back unto thy mistress, and humble thyself under her hands;'”
Spiritual Meaning: God asked Hagar to submit herself under the hand of Sarai, which meant that the law shall be under grace. The law under grace will become “the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:2). 

  The Lord does not come to destroy but to fulfill the law (Matt. 5:17-18). Believers before Christ is under the law (1Cor. 9:21). Therefore, “the law of Christ” here is ruling in believers. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) The principles of God’s dealing with problems is: return to the position where we come from ---- remember from where you have fallen (Rev. 2:5). 
  2) Let us obey the master (superior). Even though the master (superior) is not good, we shall obey him, for there is no authority except from God (Rom. 13:1). 

  3) Some believers are willing to obey God rather than men. However, many times, obedience to men is obedience to God. 

  4) We believers should not use liberty of grace as an opportunity for the flesh (Gal. 5:13). And we shall still take heed of “the law of Christ” in us. 
Gen. 16:10 “Then the Angel of the LORD said to her, "I will multiply your descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude."” 

YLT: “and the messenger of Jehovah saith to her, `Multiplying I multiply thy seed, and it is not numbered from multitude;'”
Literal Meaning: “I will multiply…”, it shows that the speaker is God Himself. 
Spiritual Meaning: “descendants of Hagar” typify the “religionists” who worship God by flesh. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Obedience to the word of God will yield great blessings of God. 
  2) There are innumerable religionists now in the church who like to keep the external rules.  
Gen. 16:11 “And the Angel of the LORD said to her: "Behold, you are with child, And you shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, Because the LORD has heard your affliction.” 

YLT: “and the messenger of Jehovah saith to her, `Behold thou conceiving, and bearing a son, and hast called his name Ishmael, for Jehovah hath hearkened unto thine affliction;”
Meaning of Words: “Ishmael”: my God hears, God has heard;
Spiritual Meaning: “Ishmael” typifies those who are born in the flesh (Gal. 4:23). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) God knows all the afflictions of us (Ex. 3:7; Ps. 25:18) and sympathizes with our weakness (Heb. 4:15). 
  2) The greatest trouble of believers is the flesh. God knows it, so He arranges all things to deal with our flesh. 
Gen. 16:12 “He shall be a wild man; His hand shall be against every man, And every man's hand against him. And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren."” 

YLT: “and he is a wild-ass man, his hand against every one, and every one's hand against him -- and before the face of all his brethren he dwelleth.'”
Literal Meaning: “He shall be a wild man”, it means that he often leaves away from the human inhabitation and wanders in the wilderness without any restraint and he is hostile to others and is violent and disobedient. 

  It is commonly accepted that Ishmael was the forefather of the Arabs. And there were twelve princes out of him (Gen. 17:20), who had enmity against the Israelites from generations to generations. 
Spiritual Meaning: this verse typifies that the Spirit is against the flesh (Gal. 5:17). And in most cases, it is the flesh that persecutes the Spirit (Gal. 4:29). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) If our nature is not subdued, we may easily attack and hurt others. 
  2) Man’s flesh is always against the Spirit. Therefore, the flesh should be dealt with. 

  3) Religionists are “wild”, for they walk by the flesh without any restraint. Besides, envy and strife (1Cor. 3:3) and arrogance appear among them. 
Gen. 16:13 “Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, "Have I also here seen Him who sees me?"” 

YLT: “And she calleth the name of Jehovah who is speaking unto her, `Thou , O God, my beholder;' for she said, `Even here have I looked behind my beholder?'”
The Background: the ancient people believe that one shall die if he sees God face to face (Ex. 33:20).
Literal Meaning: Hagar seemed to be surprised that she could still live when she saw God. 
Spiritual Meaning: Hagar saw God, which typified that the function of the law is to manifest the being of God and let men see God. The law on one hand manifests man’s depravity and weakness and on the other hand leads man to see God. Therefore, man will not rely on himself anymore but turn to God and trust in the life of God so that he shall live. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) When we fall into distress, let us remember that God is a God who sees us. 
  2) No matter how low our birth is, and how difficult our situation is, God will still see us. 
Gen. 16:14 “Therefore the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; observe, it is between Kadesh and Bered.” 

YLT: “therefore hath one called the well, `The well of the Living One, my beholder;' lo, between Kadesh and Bered.”
Meaning of Words: “Beer Lahai Roi”: the well of the living one who sees me, the well of the one who lives and sees; “Kadesh”: holy, separation; “Bered”: land of seeds; 
Literal Meaning: God is a living and true God (1Thess. 1:9). Whoever meets Him will obtain the supply of living water of life and will “bear fruit” (the meaning of “Bered”). God is also holy. Whoever meets Him will be “sanctified” (the meaning of “Kadesh”).
Gen. 16:15 “So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael.” 

YLT: “And Hagar beareth to Abram a son; and Abram calleth the name of his son, whom Hagar hath borne, Ishmael;”
Literal Meaning: Abram named his son according to the name God had indicated to Hargar (see v.11), which showed that he had known in his experience that God is truly a God who sees man’s affliction.

  The birth of Ishmael later brought many sorrows to Abram (Gen. 31:11). The descendants of Ishmael also brought many difficulties to the people of Israel (Ps. 83:5-6). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
  1) Whatever a man sows, that he will also reap (Gal. 6:7). That which is born of the flesh is flesh (John 3:6). 
  2) The problem of Abram did not lie in whether he would bear a son but with whom he bore his son. The problem of believers is not whether we have preached the gospel or not, but that by whom (by oneself or by God) the gospel is preached. 
Gen. 16:16 “Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.” 

YLT: “and Abram a son of eighty and six years in Hagar's bearing Ishmael to Abram.”
Spiritual Meaning: “eighty-six”, it is two “seven”s to one hundred, which shows that the birth of this child is still far from the divine perfection ---- that is outside of the perfect will of God. 
III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

Crises of Faith

A. The environment does not seal it ---- Sarai had borne him no children (v.1);

B. There is an expediency ---- the maidservant Hagar (v.1);

C. The word of God is not yet seen after waiting for a long time ---- had dwelt ten years (v.3);

D. Proposal of others ---- Sarai said … (v.2);

E. One thinks he can still do something ---- Abram received Hagar (v.2);

Conflicts between the Two Covenants (v.4-9)

A. Sarai represents the covenant of grace;

B. Hagar represents the covenant of the law;

C. He who is under the covenant of grace cannot be perfected by law;

D. The law should be under grace;

Conflicts between the Spirit and the Flesh (v.10-16)

A. He who is born of Sarai represents the spiritual;

B. He who is born of Hagar represents the fleshly;

C. Strife will appear between the spiritual and the fleshly;

D. The fleshly persecutes the spiritual; 
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